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and have yourself restored Kashmir, because the book deals
with some of the problems which you have helped to solve
during your Indian career.

And the dedication will serve to remind you of the time
—perhaps five-and-thirty years ago—when you and 1 edited
the school magazine together at Cheltenham College, just
before we went up to Oxford.

Always yours,
DOUGLAS SLADEN.



TO THE READER.

IN my frequent use of the word ENGLISH as if it meant
the same thing as BRITISH, I have no intention to be
invidious to the Scotch, the standard-bearers of British nation-
ality overseas; to the Irish; or to the Welsh.

It is the custom of the country. In Egypt, as in Japan,
everyone uses the word ENGLISH to include the other
British.

I have retained the spelling Courbask because it is so
familiar to English readers in this form. It is difficult not to
be betrayed into inconsistencies when writing Arabic words.
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PREFACE.

THIS book was written to make the intelligent British reader
familiar with British public opinion in Egypt upon the Egyptian
Question ; to show him the success which has followed upon
firm British administration in the Sudan; and to remind him
of the delights of travel which await him in Egypt and the
Sudan, if he does the best thing of all and goes to investigate
their conditions for himself.

It is curious that with an Egyptian crisis hurrying upon us
we should have no reliable book upon British public opinion in
the Egypt of to-day. Lord Cromer felt that he was bound to
stop at the date when he became virtual ruler of Egypt; Lord
Milner, the sincerest and clearest-sighted of the coming poli-
ticians, wrote as a public official, not as one of the public. Sir
Auckland Colvin’s sound book was written before the puffing-
up of the Egyptian Nationalist.

It is much to be regretted that etiquette prevented Lord
Cromer writing of the Egypt of to-day as he wrote of the Egypt
which he was called to regenerate, and which he did regenerate
so marvellously. Up to the date when diplomacy sealed his
mouth, Lord Cromer expresses British public opinion in Egypt
with singular force and fidelity. His book has been furiously
assailed by Little Englanders and swollen Egyptians; but
apart from the importance conferred upon it by the circumstance
that its author was the creator of Modern Egypt, it has an
intrinsic and a literary importance, from the fact that no book
ever contained so many epigrams crystallizing political situa-
tions. Lord Cromer’s sayings are as imperishable as his
political achievements. Of his book, as truly as of any that
ever was written, it may be said, Litera scripta manet.

But I believed it to be high time that British readers should
know the anxiety of British public opinion in the Egypt of to-
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day, and the dangerous ambition of the Egyptian Nationalist,
when every year some M.P., wishing to use Egypt as a poster for
himself in the House of Commons, rushes in where angels fear
to tread.

There is practically no book on the subject. Mr. Dicey,
the most recent writer, does not always reflect British public
opinion in Egypt ; he rather enjoys defying it. Much may, of
course, be read between the lines of Lord Cromer’s and Sir Eldon
Gorst’s reports, which are gold-mines of statistical information
about the state of Egypt, but are restricted by the reticence
imposed by office.

I do not trouble my reader with the details of the present
Constitution of Egypt—that extraordinary resurrection-pie of
privileges granted to timid and unconscionable aliens by
barbarian rulers in barbarous days.

Lord Cromer, Lord Milner, and Sir Auckland Colvin have all
written exhaustively on the subject ; and their books would have
been classics even without the prestige of their names : they are
so lucid, so impartial, so penetrating. I need not, therefore,
write about it ; I can confine myself to the Egyptian’s develop-
ment under it and attitude towards it. Far from being too
stringent for the Egyptian of 1908, in most particulars it errs on
the other side. His ingratitude to his benefactor shows that he
was not sufficiently developed to receive so much consideration.

I open with giving details to prove the value of the English
to Egypt and Egypt to the English. After showing what the
English have done for the country, I give my diagnosis of the
present situation in Egypt, and an intelligent Egyptian’s view
of it. This is supplemented by what I learned in a private
audience with the Khedive.

I then give an expert’s report, and a long chapter of anecdotes
about the Egyptian student, to prove the low standard of educa-
tion which stands in the way of the Egyptian receiving repre-
sentative institutions ; and, under the title of ‘“ The Guileless
Egyptian,” a chapter of anecdotes to prove his utter unfitness
to be accorded responsibility of any kind, let alone the control
of the finances and the foreign relations of his country. One
instance will suffice to substantiate this—none of the agitators
who clamour for Government posts to be confined to Egyptians
ever suggests that Egyptian engine-drivers should be employed
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on the State Railways. The Egyptian agitator is as unwilling
to risk his life with an Egyptian engine-driver, as the few
rich Egyptian Nationalists are unwilling to put their money into
the land until they are quite sure that they will not succeed in
driving the English out.

In the chapter on the Egyptian Nationalist I show his
violence, his childishness—his utterly unpractical visions and
methods. I have something important to say about the
influence of the Revolution in Turkey upon the plots of the Egyp-
tian Nationalist. It came too late to go into the main body
of the book, and it will, therefore, be found in the Introduction.
The chapter on the Press in Egypt is largely taken up with
the political influence exercised by the Vernacular Press. The
chapter on Egyptian bankruptcy shows the disastrous effect
which the irresponsibility of the Egyptian in business had, when
it was brought to face the temptations of a land-boom; and the
almost instantaneous bankruptcy which would overtake Egypt
if the guarantee afforded by the English Occupation were with-
drawn. The chapter on the Army of Occupation speaks for
itself.

From the above it will be seen that I have aimed at awakening
British public opinion to the danger we should be running if we
were to let the childish and vicious young Egyptian take the
helm in politics.

It is pleasant to turn from the consideration of the quick-
sands which beset the Government of Egypt, to the house built
on a rock by the firmness and beneficence of British administra-
tion in the Sudan. It must be remembered that though the
Sudan (which lost four-fifths of its population in the devastating
wars of the Mahdi—one of the Moslem Jahads which the
Egyptian Nationalist contemplates with such a light heart),
has no “ educated class "’ to correspond to that of Egypt; yet
in the primary schools the Sudanese is the superior of the
Egyptian.

I do not mean by this that it would be possible to go back to
government by proclamation in Egypt. I hint that when the
Egyptian chafes at the infinitely slighter restrictions to which he
is subjected, he should remember the happiness and prosperity
of the Sudan.
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The Sudan is a possession of which England may well be
proud as she sees prosperity springing up on every side, now
- that the territories devastated for so long have good government
flowing over them like a full Nile. And as the Englishman
travels to the ends of the Sudan his heart must swell within
him to see nations of fierce warriors who love war for its own
sake and, like Gordon, have never seen fear, giving to an English
colonel—even a captain, with hardly a white man beside him,
the fealty and obedience that a Scottish clan offered to its chief
before the '45. It is not lip-service, for they gladly pay their
tribute for protection and most of them volunteer a rate for
education.

The chapters entitled “ A Tropical Utopia "’ and ‘“ On the
Nile through Nubia "’ give a picture of the marvellous pro-
gress, the peaceful prosperity of the Sudan, and the beauty of
the Nile and its surroundings above the Great Dam. That
on “ The Tragedy of Gordon’’ shows how easily the tragedy
could have been avoided, even when Gordon—the last of the
demi-gods—was in Khartum. Other chapters about the Sudan
describe the life and amusements and picturesque tropical sur-
roundings of Englishmen in the triple city of Khartum, Khartum
North and Omdurman, where one hundred and twenty thousand
human beings are gathered together—the largest town of tro-
pical Africa. The last chapter describes the wonderful Desert
Railway which has brought Khartum almost within a week of
London.

Part III., “Sight-seeing, Sport and Society,” is what its title
implies. The first six chapters deal with the delightful Arab
monuments of Cairo, which is still a medizval Arab city, like
Granada was before the Moors were driven out of Spain, and is
full of Arab life hardly altered from the Middle Ages. The
medizval monuments of Cairo are simply marvellous ; they are
so exquisite and interesting.

One chapter is devoted to Alexandria; another to sight-seeing
from the Egyptian State Railways, chiefly in Lower Egypt;
the Fayyum and the Great Oasis. Two are devoted to the
Nile voyage on Cook’s tourist steamers and the celebrated
monuments of Ancient Egypt, which can most conveniently
be visited from them ; four additional chapters being devoted
to the principal points—Luxor, Thebes, Kamnak, and Assuan;
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though the Tombs of Memphis and the Pyramids of Gizeh are
included in the general chapters.

If I have given as much space to the Medizval Arab monu-
ments at Cairo as to the monuments of the Pharaohs in Upper
Egypt, it is not from any desire to slight the importance of the
latter, but because they are universally recognized as among
the wonders of the world, while few people know of the almost
perfect Oriental city of the Middle Ages which is hidden under
the Citadel at Cairo.

Those who intend to visit Egypt themselves, and do not
care about monuments, will see what comforts, conveniences
and attractions Egypt has to offer them in the chapters on
‘“ Society and Sport in Cairo,” ‘ Theatres and Music,” and
‘“ Hotels and their Entertainments.” Those, to whom the long
journey to Egypt and sea-voyages are a trial, will find advice on
the easiest and pleasantest ways of making and breaking the
journey in the chapter on “ Ways of Getting to Egypt.”

I have many people to thank for the assistance they gave me
in collecting the materials for this book—above all, Sir Reginald
Wingate, Sirdar of Egypt and Governor-General of the Sudan,
who offered me every possible facility in investigating the
Sudan ; and my old schoolfellow, Major-General G. M. Bullock,
C.B., who furnished me with the introductions I needed, and,
with another old schoolfellow, Corbet Bey, the Procureur-Général,
indicated many sources of information. I owe much to Sir
Eldon Gorst, the British Minister Plenipotentiary, Agent and
Consul-General in Egypt, who fills an ill-supported position with
so much quiet strength ; and to the eloquent Maitre Carton de
Wiart, the leader of the Egyptian Bar, the most powerful un-
official personage in Egypt, the one high personage who was
willing to express his opinions frankly, and did not mind their
being quoted as his opinions—a Belgian Seigneur of ancient
lineage, who has in his hall the portraits of a long line of illus-
trious ancestors, all famous in the law; and has become an
enthusiastic British subject. He exposed many frauds to me,
and Mrs. De Wiart gave me some of the most valuable of my
information about Society in Cairo

To no one do I owe more than to Mr. Edward Fothergill,
the Cairo correspondent, and lately acting editor, of the Egyptian
Gazette ; and the editor of the Egyptian Morning News, Mr. John
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Prioleau, and the editor of The Sphinx, Miss N. Griffiths. I
saw many things which I could never possibly have seen but
for the kindness and energetic intervention of Mr. Fothergill,
whom I consulted daily. Having been long in the country
he could answer almost any question about life in Egypt or
the Sudan, and, speaking Arabic fluently, he often interpreted
for me. He is at present writing an important book upon
the pioneering days of the Sudan. Mr. Prioleau allowed me
to draw upon his articles on the Situation in Egypt. I wish I
could have made my chapters as witty and pungent as his
articles were. To Miss Griffiths I owed my introduction to
Maitre and Mrs. Carton de Wiart, and much of the information
given in the chapters on Society and the Hotels.

There are two Syrian households in Cairo in the same build-
ing—a great old Arab mansion in the Abdin quarter, which I
should visit before I went to any English house if I returned to
Cairo. Nowhere in Cairo did we find anything approaching the
literary atmosphere of London so nearly as when we were taking
tea with Dr. and Mrs. Nimr or Dr. and Mrs. Sarrdf. I went there
very often, and it was to them more than anybody else that I
owe the non-contentious information about the Egyptians.
Dr. Sarr0f took me, for example, to the Sheikh El-Bekri, to
see the Molid of the Prophet from his pavilion, and to Sheikh
Sadat’s, while his son, Sarrtf Bey, took us to the Arab Theatre
and to a banquet at a native restaurant. And when we went
round with the Sarrtfs, as Arabic was their native language,
and they had lived among Arabs all their lives, there was no
question upon Arab customs which they could not answer.
Dr. Nimr is one of the most remarkable men I met in Egypt.
Whenever I was_talking to him I wished that I was a phonograph,
so as to take down every word he was saying. His knowledge
and political experience are prodigious; he is one of the best
public speakers in Egypt, and his private conversation is a
succession of felicitous phrases, like those which distinguish his
speeches. If I had succeeded, as I desired, in persuading him
to give me the points for a chapter on the flagrant miscarriages
of justice which have occurred almost monotonously in Egypt
of late, the book would have been enriched with a severer in-
dictment than any which have appeared in it. But I tried in
vain. The attitude of Dr. Nimr and Dr, Sarrtf, as editors of
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El-Mokhattam, the Cairo vernacular paper which might be
called The Times of Egypt, was that they must avoid being asso-
ciated in any political way with a book which unmasks the
Egyptian and shows him to be a shifty and imperfectly edu-
cated Oriental. But it is not easy to exaggerate the value of
the assistance I received from them in every other way, because
they are familiar with English life and ideas as well as Arab
(in London they would be taken for Englishmen), and are, there-
fore, able to speak from both points. It was from another Syrian
—that most cultivated man, the late Negib Tabet, who took an
astonishing amount of trouble on my behalf—that I learned the
iniquity of the Egyptian from the business point of view. It
was he who conferred on us the privilege of visiting the Maison
de France, the residence of the French Agent, the most beautiful
house in Cairo, constructed of chefs d’@uvre from medieval Arab
palaces and mosques.

The political indictment in the book is the British public
opinion gathered from all sorts and conditions of Englishmen
holding responsible positions in Egypt. Wherever the indict-
ment was very severe I discussed it with some eminent man
who was not of English birth. One afternoon, for example, I
went over the principal points with the great advocate, Maitre
Carton de Wiart, and I found the German opinion of Egyptians
far more severe than my own; while the leading Syrian and
Armenian merchants favoured me with withering condemna-
tions of English manners, and English short-sightedness in not
using more force in governing the country, and proclaimed the
absolute worthlessness of Egyptians—the absolute unfeasibility
of their political aspirations. These conversations were like
eating pickles with a spoon.

Not only to the Sirdar, but to Colonel Bernard, who arranged
for my meeting Zubeir Pasha, to Captain Amery, D.S.0., Captain
Carroll and Mr. Dill, I owe much for kindnesses during my visit
to the Sudan; whilein Upper Egypt I was enabled to see monu-
ments not shown to the general public, by the favour of Mr.
A. E. P. Weigall, the accomplished contributor to Blackwood’s,
who is Inspector of Monuments in Upper Egypt; M. Legrain,
the Curator of the Temples of Karnak, who made the greatest
discovery of statues ever found in Egypt; Mr. E. R. Ayrton,
who has made the principal discoveries of recent years in the

b
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Tombs of the Kings at Thebes; Mr. Harold Jones, who is
equally distinguished as an artist and an explorer in the illus-
trated reports of newly-opened tombs. Mrs. Low, mother of
Mr. John L. Low, the famous golfing amateur, and another son
of hers, the Captain of the Assuan Golf Club, and Dr. Canney,
the Resident Physician, helped me in my investigations at
Assuan.

I am entirely at a loss how to express my indebtedness to
Thomas Cook and Son at Cairo. There seems to be no limit to
the influence of this firm in Egypt. All the way up the river
I found my path smoothed for me by letters from Mr. Harrison,
their general manager in Egypt; and no matter what I wanted
to do when I returned to Cairo, Mr. Vesey, their assistant general
manager, could always tell me how to do it, and wrote letters
which made locks fly open. I am under the deepest obligations
to him.

Mr. Russell Rea, M.P.,, who had arranged before leaving
Cairo that our parties should share a table in the voyage up
the Nile, knowing Egypt well from earlier visits, helped me in
a variety of ways. He was kindness itself. Mr. Snelling, of
the Egyptian Gazette, who has written a valuable monograph
on Menas, the Christian Pompeii outside Alexandria, helped me
at Alexandria; Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Sherard, at Helwan ; Mr.
Tully, secretary of the Standard Insurance Society, and Mr.
Réné Francis, author of “ Egypt and How to See It,” at Cairo.

I have many thanks to tender for permission to reproduce
photographs in this volume: to B. K. Miller, Esq., the
eminent Milwaukee lawyer ; to Dr. Llewellyn Phillips, physician
at the Kasr-el-Aini Hospital in Cairo; to Dr. Morhig, the
proprietor of the huge pharmacy at Khartum ; to Messrs, Lekejian,
Dittrich, Peridis, and Zangatti, of Cairo ; Signor Piromeli (late
Beato), of Luxor; and Signor Fiorillo, of Alexandria and
Assuan.

And, lastly, I have to thank Miss Olave Potter for the very
full index which she has compiled for my book.

DOUGLAS SLADEN.
Oct. 1908.



INTRODUCTION.
I

I HAVE pointed out in my Preface that this book aims at giving
a faithful reflection of British public opinion in Egypt. It was
written in the hope that a knowledge of what the British in
Egypt think might awaken in the British at home, who love
their country, an anxiety about Egypt which will react upon
our rulers.

It is indisputable that we have a glorious heritage in Egypt,
and that we stand in danger of losing it, because we have
Governments, of both parties, who can be squeezed into giving
up anything, and because sedstion is busy in Egypt.

In the following pages will be found a mass of instances
and anecdotes which show the parlous state of the country.
If you go into the Club in Cairo, or the office of the Egyptian
Gazette in Alexandria; if you listen to a mess-room conversa-
tion, or to what the hard-working British medical inspector
or irrigation-engineer is telling an English traveller who is
questioning him about the country— you will hear what I have
set down in the political portion of this book. And you will
hear added to it alarming accounts of the epidemic of rioting
in Cairo streets ; attacks of bandits on trains in populous parts
of the Nile valley ; vain prosecutions of seditious journals whose
violence could no longer be safely overlooked; open incite-
ments to revolution and massacre of foreigners—which has swept
over Egypt since I left it in the early summer.

In collecting the materials for my book, I have conversed
with all sorts and conditions of men in Egypt, from the Khedive
and Sir Eldon Gorst and the General-in-Command and the
Leader of the Bar, down to English inspectors, engineers, police
officials, schoolmasters, managers of great business houses, and
every kind of British employee in business houses and Govern-
ment offices. In the last three or four months of my stay in

ba
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Egypt I spent a large part of every day in the company of
the leading journalists of Cairo.

I have talked to Pashas and Beys and Mamirs, and editors
of both the Nationalist and the anti-Nationalist native news-
papers; to Egyptians of all degrees; to the leading Syrians,
who, speaking Arabic as their native tongue, mix with the
Egyptians much more freely than the English can ever hope to,
and are even invited to their intimate social functions, such as
weddings ; to the grim and watchful Armenians, so difficult to
deceive.

I have had many discussions with Europeans of many
nationalities—French, Italians, Germans, Austrians, Belgians,
Swiss, Greeks, and others, who have made Egypt their home,
and have made themselves factors in the country independently
of, and often in strong opposition to, the English. At the
present time it is rare to find one of them who wishes the English
to withdraw; they fear that it would promptly result in the
bankruptcy of the country.

Egypt can best be compared to a coal-mine full of fire-damp,
with plenty of fools about to strike a match.

The saving feature in the situation is the Young Turk. It
was on Turkey, the nation of their co-religionists, that the
Egyptian Nationalists chiefly relied. There are many who
have been prepared to welcome Turkish intervention, even
to welcome a return to Turkish rule, in order to get rid of the
hated English. The Egyptian Nationalist hates the rule of
the English because they are Christians, and even more
because they insist on honest administration. He sighs for a
return to the days when Egypt was a cucumber-frame of corrup-
tion, in which blackmail grew like Jonah’s gourd. He has the
effrontery to go about saying that things were better in the
days of Ismail Pasha, whose iniquities were condemned even by
the Sultan.

Without calling himself *“ The Young Egyptian,” the hobble-
dehoy Egyptian Nationalist compared himself to the Young
Turk, who has the spirit of the martyrs of the Redemption of
Italy and the sound sense of the Anglo-Saxon—and he was
confident that the Young Turk would support him in behaving
like a spoilt child to the English, and dealing with his
possessions like an imbecile who has succeeded to a fortune.
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What has the Young Turk to say upon the matter ? General
Ahmed Pasha shall reply—I quote from the Egyptian Gazette,
of September 14th, 1908 :—

“1 beg the courtesy of your columns, for the purpose of
stating the extremely valuable aid which the British rule of
Egypt has proved to be in paving the way for the Reformed
Government in Turkey, with the necessary support of the
Sheikh-ul-Islam, which was the essential feature in securing
the adhesion of the Ulema to the new order of things. For
twenty-five years the eyes of every Turk, as well as his ears,
have been open to what was happening in Egypt, and the
strenuous labours of Lord Cromer have been stamped with
such a degree of unselfishness and perseverance in building
up a sound administration that he has won the gratitude of
Moslems in Egypt and the admiration of Moslems in Turkey ;
because it has been manifested to all that Lord Cromer was as
careful to preserve and augment the revenues and to improve
the landed estates of the great Moslem University of El-Azhar,
and of the Vakoufs of Egypt, which suptport the Mosques, as
he was to improve the accommodation of Alexandria Harbour
or the sanitary condition of Port Said. Officers in the Khedive’s
army, when visiting friends in Turkish towns, have not been
slow to speak in the highest terms of the kindness to them of
the British officers under whom they were serving ; and so, little
by little, your work and example in Egypt has become known
and talked about in Mecca and Medina at the time of pilgrimage,
and gradually percolated throughout Islam. We see, therefore,
why the Young Turkish leaders are desirous of placing their
confidence in England, and seeking guidance and help in the
difficult task before them. Your rule in Egypt has been a mag-
nificent success and absolutely just, and Turks recognize that
King Edward reigns over more Moslems than the Sultan, so that
it is of the greatest importance to the Ottoman Empire that we
should gain and keep the good will of the British nation.”

It would be interesting to hear what the editor of Al-Lewa
has to say about the Young Turk’s lecture to Egyptians on
their ingratitude to England, his declaration of his own devo-
tion to England, and his unstinted admiration for Lord Cromer’s
work in Egypt. When the Copts ventured to disagree with
Al-Lewa much less decidedly, he wrote of them as follows—uvide
the Egyptian Gazette of August 27th, 1908 :—

‘“ They should be kicked to death. They still have faces
apd bodies similar to those of demons and monkeys, which
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is a proof that they hide poisonous spirits within their evil
soul (sic). The fact that they exist in the world confirms
Darwin’s theory that human beings are generated from monkeys.
You sons of adulterous women, you descendants of the bearers
of trays, have you become so foolhardy that you should start
and abuse the Moslem faith ? The Curse of Allahonyou! . . . .
You tails of camels, with your monkey faces! you bones of
bodies | you poor, dreaming fools! you sons of mean rogues !
is it with such acts that such people should win renown ? ”

The Khedive’s laureate, Shawki Bey, ‘ whose official, or semi-
official, post prohibits his making any statements to the Press,
except those which have been officially, or semi-officially, inspired
by the men who are at the head of the native forces at work on
the political stage of Egypt,” is responsible for the following
communication in the Egyptian Gazetfe of September 22nd,
1908 :—

“ The Khedive is personally in favour of granting the Con-
stitution, but the Constitution cannot be granted unless the
Occupying Power takes an active part in the promulgation.
All other statements are erroneous.”

And to fill the Egyptian Nationalist’s cup to the brim,
England’s time-honoured enemy in Egypt—France—is no longer
England’s jealous rival, but her closest friend, hand in glove
with her over every question of high politics ; and Russia, for
so many years England’s rival in Asia, is hardly less friendly
than France.

There remains Germany, in which some see the ultimate
owner of Egypt. But for the time being, Germany has no
Jocus stands for tendering advice about Egyptian affairs. It
would be an evil day for Egypt if ever Germany had the
ordering of them. But there does not seem to be a possibility
of it.

It is fortunate for Egypt that England does not cherish
methods and ambitions like Germany. It is easy to picture the
great army the Kaiser would maintain in the Nile Valley, with
railways converging on the Suez Canal, built upon all manner
of plausible pretexts with the one object of the instantaneous
transference of an army for the seizure and closing of the canal
in case of war. And Egypt would have to pay for this huge
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force, only kept in the country to be employed against its
interests.

If we were like the Germans, we should turn the ancient
kingdom of the Nile into a sort of Congo Free State for the
exploiting of our manufactures, and the monopolizing of
Egyptian raw materials. The land which has groaned under
so many masters would groan as it never groaned before.

In reading over the Egyptian Gazettes of the last three months,
with a view to giving the last word about Egypt, it is difficult
to see what overt line of action the Egyptian Nationalist will
take. He began with street riots, train brigandage and
unbridled sedition in the Press. Then, hoping that the success-
ful agitation of the Young Turkish Party for a Constitution in
Turkey would make his own claim for a Constitution in Egypt
irresistible, he quieted down, merely talking in a large way
about justice for Egypt. But he is only “lying low.” The
idea of simply doing his duty in that state of life into which
it pleased God to call him is altogether foreign to the
Egyptian Nationalist. The question is, how will he break out ?
No national revolt is to be apprehended, though the police
are said to be all Nationalists, which is less unnatural
when one considers that they are all policemen against
their will as part of the system of Conscription. And since
Egyptians have such a hatred for serving in the army,
it is probable that the Egyptian army, also, is full of
Nationalists. But a large part of the Egyptian army is
Sudanese, and the Sudanese have a contempt for the Egyptians
and are much attached to their British officers. The only con-
sideration that would make them cast in their lot with the
Nationalists would be a Mohammedan proclamation against
the English; but this must come from Turkey, and in the
present temper of Turkey there is not the slightest chance of its
coming.

I expect to see the leaders of the Nationalists in Egypt
nonplussed by this attitude of Turkey. I expect to see the
movement much less identified with Islamism—and without
a backing of Pan-Islamism, Egyptian Nationalism is a mere
husk.

- =)
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One of the great charms of Egypt, and still more of the
Sudan, consists in the type of Young Englishman you see carry-
ing on the administration of the country. He is often accused
of arrogance ; he sometimes makes no effort to conciliate the
Egyptians and Levantines with whom he is thrown in con-
tact, if he is one of the resolute men who are empire-builders.
He is perhaps none the worse for this, though so many diatribes
have been hurled against him on this account: the Egyptian
is an Oriental, and has always had arbitrary masters; but
he is quick enough to note the crocodile’s pity, which trickles
upon him like saliva from the jaws that would swallow
Egypt like another Bosnia or Herzegovina if they got the
chance. If the English only robbed and maltreated him, as
well as disciplined him, the voice of complaint would cease.
Zsop must have had some nation like the Egyptians in his
eye when he wrote the fable of the ‘‘Frog and King Log and
King Stork.”

It is pleasant to turn from politics to follow the Nile through
Nubia, to where Khartum lies embowered in palm trees and
bright tropical flowers, on the steep bank of the Blue Nile,
and Omdurman is a market for Equatorial Africa.

One passes on the way a long succession—from Ghizeh and
Memphis to Halfa—of the most ancient and imposing monu-
ments which the world possesses. The Pyramids and the
Sphinx, the Tombs of Thebes, the Temples of Karnak, beggar
description. All the world is familiar with their glories. But
if it were not for the Museum of Cairo, and the buildings of
the Pharaohs on the banks of the Nile, Egypt would be nothing
but an Arab monarchy. The Copts, who have most claim to
represent the ancient Egyptians, are inconsiderable in numbers,
and have no political influence. = Though the f{fellahin are
actually free, and in theory the political equals of pashas,
they are morally serfs : they affect the question of Government
hardly more than they would if they were slaves. Besides the
vast number of them are Mohammedans, and in Egypt a



INTRODUCTION. XXV

Mohammedan, of whatever blood he may be, counts as an Arab,
and will even speak of himself as an Arab.

In other words, Egypt is an Arab nation. And putting
the great question of Egyptology aside, it is precisely as an Arab
nation that Egypt interests us. For half the life of the Middle
Ages was tinged by relations with the Arab powers of the
Mediterranean and hither Asia. In the old caravan days,
before the discovery of the Cape of Good Hope and America,
the golden East had Arab gates, and some of the most brilliant
chapters in Art and Romance belong to the Arab Courts,
which were swept away in the cataclysms of the stormy
fifteenth century.

We love the story of Granada, the more because we have
an Arab Power still living in its ancient capital on the banks of
the Nile. It is no matter that the Khedive of Egypt rules
less orientally than more than one European monarch; that
British authority, backed by British bayonets, will tolerate no
summary justice, no examinations by torture, not even the
bastinado ; that picturesque plunder and abduction in the style
of the Arabian Nights are denied to pashas, who also no longer
dress the part. The tourist who explores diligently the quarters
of Cairo, which are under the shadow of the Citadel of Saladin,
is in an Arab capital still, with half a hundred noble antique
mosques, the fountains of every-day life, and stately old palaces
of Sultans and Mamloks lurking unsuspected behind high-
ways ; and whole streets of old harem windows with meshrebiya
lattices. Arab Cairo is mediaval still, though it is true that
the wives of the Princes and Pashas and Sheikhs have learned
to drive about in European broughams without blinds, and with
only a chiffon pretence of a veil; and the Princes and Pashas
themselves preserve no part of their Eastern dress but the
tarboosh.

But the poor, and their spiritual pastors, have changed
little. The Dervishes and the Sheikhs of the mosques are
always in their robes, and the poor might have walked straight
out of the Arabian Nights; the men wearing long blue or white
galabeahs reaching to their bare feet thrust into red slippers,
and usually with small white turbans on their heads — the
women in black, with veiled faces and heavy silver bands on
their ankles, whether bare or stockinged.



xxvi INTRODUCTION.

Were it not for the carts of building materials and the
carriages carrying foreigners, there would still be no wheeled
traffic in the streets; for pack-camels and asses bring in the
produce of the farmer, and thousands of white asses with silver
trappings carry dignified Arabs through the streets, with the
curious swift clicking walk which is one of the night sounds of
Cairo. If you go into the Bazar in the morning you can see
life very little changed from the days of Hardn-er-Rashid. The
mourner will be going about the streets heralded by a wailing
chant and carrying shoulder-high a long coffin with a high horn,
and a domed lid covered with a rich shawl; the water-sellers
clinking their brass cups, and the lemonade-sellers with their
tall brass vessels, domed and minaretted like miniature mosques,
will be standing at every corner; the women will be haggling
in the narrow jeweller’s sk, or disappearing into a bath-house
with a towel stretched across its door as a warning of sex.

Egypt offers more than any other country to the traveller.
A full purse he still needs, a very full purse, but if he makes
his connection well at Marseilles, the de luxe steamers of the
Egyptian Mail Steamship Company will land him at Alexandria
during the fourth day from London, and Alexandria is but three
hours from Cairo, in which there are quarters where he is as
deep in the Orient as he could be in Kyoto or Canton.

How to cheat the winter is the problem of the rich. They
can find Society and English sports in the sunshine of the
Riviera; they can find art and antiquities in the sunshine of
Italy and Sicily ; they can find them all in Egypt, and the sun-
shine of Egypt can only be compared to the ocean. To cross
the winter in the sunshine of Egypt is like crossing the ocean.
Egyptian sunshine is limitless, and Egypt is still under the
aegis of England, though at any moment it may be given away
with a pound of soft soap.

Few tourists will prefer the art and antiquities of Egypt
to those of Italy, but if their beauty is less obvious, the monu-
ments of Egypt are almost as remarkable for their innumer-
ability as for their inconceivable antiquity.

For the intelligent traveller Egypt is, above all, interesting as
an Oriental country. It is not, like Tunis, a bit of the Arab
Middle Ages preserved under a glass case; it is as Oriental as
Japan or China ; you can still see Oriental agriculture, hardly
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to be distinguished from the agriculture on the tombs of the
Pharaohs, progressing in every mile of the Valley of the Nile,
from Cairo to Halfa and Cairo to the sea. You can still see
the primitive Oriental buying and selling, gambling and sleep-
ing, watching the snake-charmer, listening to the story-teller,
in the Market of the Afternoon under the Citadel.

In El-Azhar, the University of the Mohammedan world
which the victorious Gohar founded in the days when tradition
pictures our Alfred giving Oxford the first of her proud colleges,
bookless students still crowd in little clusters round professors
as poor as themselves, like the pupils of Roger Bacon and
Abelard. England, the benevolent mistress of seventy millions
of Mohammedans, Defender of the Faith of the Ottoman
Empire, has by the hands of her Proconsuls-General dealt
gently with the antiquated curriculum of the twelve thousand
students who eat the bread of Gohar’s glorious foundation.
And many an ancient mosque has been snatched from ruin
and reclothed in splendour by her influence.

Restoration is England’s watchword in Egypt. The res-
toration of Egyptian Nationality, which has been her aim
in the years of her ministration, is harder to compass than the
Testoration of a temple of the Pharaoh who oppressed the
Israelites, or a mosque of the magnificent Saladin who fought
with our Richard Cceur de Lion for the Holy Land of Israel.
For these monarchs of long ago could lay up for themselves
treasures under the rainless heaven of Egypt which neither
moth nor rust could corrupt, while the men born on Egyptian
earth have ever been the prey of corruption—thieves who
broke through and stole in the Tombs of the Kings of the
old time before them.

The fascination of Egypt is eternal. It is the other Bible-
land about which we learned at our mothers’ knees, and that is
to most of us a perennial spring of feeling; and it is the cradle
of the civilization which has made History. Civilization dawned
from the East, and it shone over the waters from Egypt to
Carthage, Athens, and Rome, and Trinacria, the Sicily with a
headland pointing to each, which all three exhausted themselves
to conquer, as if knowing that with the conqueror of Sicily
the Empire of the World would rest.

As we sit on the banks of the Nile at Luxor, gazing at the
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plain of Hundred-Pyloned Thebes and the steps of the Sahara,
we marvel why, in that land of long-drawn sunsets, whose
heraldic emblem was the lotus, there dwelt not lotus-eaters, but
those terrible Pharaohs who wrote the story of their wars on the
slave-built Pyramids of the Desert.

Egypt is full of the footsteps of conquerors—Cambyses
the Persian, who might have strangled the infant Greece ;
Alexander the Great, of Macedon; Julius Casar; Saladin ;
Napoleon and Nelson.



EGYPT AND THE ENGLISH.

PART I.—THE YELLOW PERIL
IN EGYPT.

THE VALUE OF THE ENGLISH TO EGYPT
AND EGYPT TO THE ENGLISH.

THE value of Egypt to England is not monetary so
much as moral. The Suez Canal, in which she has an
immense pecuniary and a still greater political interest,
may be considered safe. If she gave up Egypt the
Canal would be made a sort of country of itself retained
under her control. Severed for the most part by a
wide stretch of desert, the Canal is almost a separate
country as it is. What we have to consider is the value
of the Nile Valley to the English and of the English
to the Nile Valley. Because apart from the Suez Canal
Egypt consists of the Nile Valley, and the Nile Valley
constitutes Egypt.

The value of Egypt to England is two-fold, material
and moral—the latter being not less important than
the former. For in Egypt and India the prestige of
England is on its trial for the last time. The question
is, are we or are we not going to allow ourselves to

1
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be jockeyed out of any British sphere the moment it
becomes valuable ? The present Government of England
has abandoned South Africa after a war in which
two hundred millions of English money and many
thousands of English lives were consumed on the altar
of patriotism. Earlier Governments have allowed us
to be jockeyed out of the fairest provinces of the
North American Continent, and even to be victimized
by Venezuela. We have given up all the fruits of
prior occupation in China. How super-important,
then, is the question if we are going to allow ourselves
to be jockeyed out of Egypt and India by a parcel of
verbose jackanapeses who are incited, by the educa-
tion and development which we have given them our-
selves and which they have not in the least digested, to
demand that we should surrender our heritage to them ?
In Egypt, at any rate, it would be just like a man’s
giving up the administration of his property and the
ruling of his household to his clerks. Politically
speaking, the Egyptian Nationalist is not above the
level of a clerk.

The Egyptian Nationalist rests his hopes on the
Little Englander.

Nor are the mere commercial benefits which we
derive from Egypt less important. For putting aside
the fact that Egypt is our road to India—that country
is the great source from which the English cotton
manufacturers are able to derive their raw material
free from the menace of ruin at any moment by the
cornering operations of American speculators. And
since the import duties are only nominal, and large
quantities of machinery, textiles and English canned
provisions are used, Egypt is one of our best customers
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—thirty-two and a half per cent. of the entire trade of
Egypt being with Great Britain.

That a certain number of Englishmen hold well-
paid posts in Egypt is undeniable, but so do a not
inconsiderable number of Frenchmen, though naturally
there are not so many French as English in the employ
of a country which is semi-administered by England.
It would be equally idle to deny that the various
adviserships to the Ministers of the Khedive which
are held by Englishmen offer a valuable training.
Lord Milner had, perhaps, his most valuable training
for the South African post, which he filled with such
courage and genius, in Egypt, where he was Under-
Secretary of Finance. Service in the Egyptian Army
is much coveted by young soldiers of ability, since
it gives them opportunities of showing the stuff
they are made of, and acquiring administrative
experience.

But let no foreign critic run away with the idea that
financially these posts in Egypt are prizes to English-
men. When we take into consideration the dignity of
the establishment which Englishmen think it incumbent
on them to maintain while they are holding public
positions abroad, and the expensiveness of Egypt,
it will be obvious that Englishmen have often to draw
on their private incomes to render it possible for
them to retain their positions in Egypt—a country
where a subaltern in the Garrison Artillery could not
live in comfort on less than six hundred pounds a year
beyond his pay—if he were married. I have this
on the authority of a commanding officer.

Even if the positions in the Egyptian Civil Service*

* The conditions for entering this Service will be found at the end of this Chapter.
I*
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could be regarded as prizes by the clever young men who
are thought worthy of receiving such appointments, in
a Service where they are chosen for fitness and not as
the result of examinations in scholarship and litera-
ture, they need not enter into our calculations here, for
the British policy in Egypt—whatever falsehoods to
the contrary may be spread by the Egyptian Nation-
alists for the credulous to swallow—is to dispense with
the British subordinates of every kind and replace
them with Egyptians as fast as natives can be trained
for the purpose.

There has been delay in the process solely because
it is not sufficient that the holders of high posts should
be able to repeat their lessons like parrots—it is the
moral lessons—the questions of responsibility which
the Egyptian takes so long to learn—he does not come
of a ruling race, but of a race which has always been
ruled. However, with England honestly anxious to
replace Englishmen by Egyptians wherever an Egyptian
sufficiently responsible for a post can be found, one
need not regard the posts in the Egyptian Civil Service
as increasing the value of Egypt to England.

The sentimental value of Egypt to England is very
great. What decent Englishman would like to see
England leaving Egypt? Has she not twice in one
century saved Egypt—the Land of Countless Centuries,
the Chronologist’s Grammar ? Egypt is sanctified to
us by the blood of our fellow-countrymen from Aber-
cromby dying in the moment of victory—the general
in one of the decisive battles of the world—to Gordon
martyred by the Little Englanders, and poor young
Scott-Moncrieff so recently cut off like a sentry at an

out-post.




THE VALUE OF THE ENGLISH TO EGYPT. 5

We do not want to see the herculean labours of
Nelson and Abercromby and Gordon, of Cromer and
Kitchener and Wingate, endured in vain.

I repeat that we do not wish to see Egypt pass from
our hands like other fair regions of the earth which
we have relinquished the moment that the burden
and heat of the pioneer’s day were over. We have
sown. Let us reap for once. But sentiment does
not stop here: Egypt has the highest sentimental
value for England or any civilized nation—was not
Egypt the Cradle of Civilization ? Have we not monu-
ments with their dates written on them in the imperish-
able chirography of Egypt going back almost to the
date assigned for the beginning of the world in the
chronology of our Bibles ? There are many savants
who believe that the Sphinx was long anterior to the
Great Pyramid of Gizeh, which itself was standing
for more than thirty-seven centuries before the Birth
of Our Lord.

Be that as it may, Egypt is the Staff of History
upon which our system of chronology chiefly rests,
for her monuments are labelled and dated. She is
also the Treasury of the Ancient World—with who
shall say what surprises awaiting the discoverer in
the secretive and preservative sands of her deserts.
Of all countries Egypt is incomparably the richest in
ancient remains. There are more ruins and treasure-
troves discovered every year in Egypt than in ten or
twenty times the period in Italy, and the things dis-
covered in Egypt are often very perfect.

It is a privilege not lightly to be despised to have
Egypt the ancient of days as well as India the kingdom
of kings under the gis of one’s country.
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The value of the English to Egypt is of a different
kind. It is the custom in noble English families, where
the heir is a boy of weak character, to engage a tutor,
who is not only good at education of the ordinary kind,
but is looked up to by all his fellows for the strength
of his character and his excellence in manly sports.
He is given complete authority over the boy in the hope
that his influence will make a man of him.

Egypt has the same results to expect from the tutelage
of England. It is thus that the young Egyptians can
fit themselves to receive Parliamentary institutions
and the other European privileges which they covet.

But this is speaking figuratively. When one comes
down to facts, one finds that Egyptian credit—the
power of the various Egyptian institutions to borrow
money in Europe—depends upon the permanence of
the British occupation: that directly the administra-
tion of justice passes out of British control into that of
natives, bribery, corruption, spite and what not, steal
in ; that even the distribution of water would break
down if it were left entirely to Egyptians—that the
use of it would soon be a mere matter of bribes, and
that sooner or later some ghastly disaster would over-
take the great dam at Assuan itself from Egyptian
carelessness and inability to deal with a crisis.

In a word, Egypt needs the English because with-
out them national bankruptcy would intervene with
alarming suddenness, and Egyptian civilization would
break down. The Egyptian must be told to do a
thing ; he cannot be trusted to do it of his own accord.
“ You want to stand over this people with a stick,” said
the German chemist at Alexandria.

The Egyptians are fond of comparing themselves



THE VALUE OF THE ENGLISH TO EGYPT. 7

to the Japanese, as an example of an Oriental people
ready to take its place among the Western nations.
But the comparison is illusory. When the English
stepped into Egypt the ancient civilization had entirely
perished and the modern veneer was cracked and peeling
off and fast disappearing, while the Japanese had an
ancient and highly developed civilization of their own
flourishing in full vigour as a groundwork for taking
on the civilization of the West. Still less must it be
forgotten that the Japanese are a ruling race who have
never been conquered in all their long history.

The conditions for entering the Egyptian Civil
Service as laid down by Lord Cromer in his 1906 Egypt
Report may be summarized as follows :

A candidate for the Egyptian or Soudanese Civil
Services must apply on a printed form, which can be
obtained from the Secretary of the Selection Board,
Ministry of Finance, Cairo, or the Appointments Boards
of Oxford, Cambridge, and Dublin Universities. The
agplication form consists of a series of qﬁations which
the candidate is requested to answer. He is required
to make statements with regard to his age, health, etc.,
his educational and other attainments, and he is invited
to %ieve the names of persons to whom he wishes reference
to be made with respect to his qualifications.

Candidates who have taken an Honours Degree at
the University are given the preference, if they are
otherwise fitted for the Service ; whilst those who have
taken a lower degree are considered as less eligible.
Candidates who have never been to a University or
failed to take a degree, unless they are possessed of
some special technical qualifications, are not considered
eligible for the Service.

Candidates should be between the ages of 21 and
25 at the time of making their application.

The Selection Board is composed, as a rule, of four
of the higher officials of the Egyptian and Soudanese
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Governments, chosen annually. As far as its functions
go it is an independent body, over which no one has
any control or influence whatsoever.

The Board considers the applications and eliminates
all those who are either ineligible or who have obviously
inferior claims to those of other candidates. The
remainder are requested to present themselves before
the Selection Board, after having been previously ex-
amined by a Medical Board specially charged with this
duty. It has been found necessary to demand a high
standard of physical fitness in view of the climatic
conditions of Il)?igypt, and still more of the Soudan, both
in the interest of the Government and of the candidates
themselves.

The Board selects as many candidates as are required
to fill the existent or prospective vacancies.

The selection itself is based on the general fitness
and capability of the candidate, as well as on his in-
tellectual attainments. References and recommenda-
tions are, therefore, accepted from any one who has
a personal knowledge of the candidate, whether he
has been in a position of educational control or authority
over him or not. Recommendations from persons of
whatsoever authority or position who have no personal
acquaintance with the candidate are absolutely value-
less, if they do not actually prejudice his chances. The
Board will not accept hearsay evidence.

The selected candidates proceed for one year either
to Oxford or Cambridge to acquire a certain knowledge
of the Arabic language under teachers specially provided
by the Egyptian Government for the purpose.

Recently it has been proposed to add to the course
certain other subjects of which a knowledge would
be useful in official life both in Egypt and in the Soudan,
and effect is being tentatively given to the proposal.

After a year’s study, the candidates are required
to pass an examination* in the subjects which they have
been learning, and if they are successful are again

® Messrs., Gabbitas, Thring and Co., the educational agents, of 36, Sackville Street,
W., inform me that the standard of scholarship which is necessary for success in the

examinations for the English and Indian Civil Services is not required from the nominees
appointed by the Egyptian Board.
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medically examined to see whether their standard
of health has been maintained. They are then finally
approved by the Selection Board, and given their
instructions to join the Service to which they have
been appointed, either in Cairo or Khartoum

“ Their Arabic,” says one of their chiefs, “ when they
arrive is, of course, of no immediate practical value.
They undoubtedly, however, derive great benefit even
now from what they learned in England. I make them
follow it up, and in a short time their Arabic is on a
totally different plane from that of Europeans who
have picked it up in the best way they could. I have
found that young gentlemen from the Universities are
enormously improved by a short but severe course of
military training before they go to work to learn their
administrative duties. They come back with a certain
amount of colloquial Arabic, respectful and alert.”



WHAT THE ENGLISH HAVE DONE
FOR EGYPT.

Tae English have re-created Egypt. In an Oriental
and Mohammedan country which has suffered from the
oppressions of conquerors for longer than any land in
history there have arisen great European cities like
Cairo and Alexandria, a civilized and efficient army and
police, a system of justice with European ideals at any
rate, a stable element in finance.

To come down to facts. When the English entered
Egypt a quarter of a century ago, the population was
a good deal less than seven millions. The reign of
security and prosperity has, in twenty-five years, in-
creased this population by four and a half millions—not
far short of seventy-five per cent. There are nearly
half as many inhabitants again as there were in ancient
Egypt in its palmiest days. The revenue of the country
was in 1880 nine millions. To-day, in spite of
enormous reductions in money taxation and the aboli-
tion of the corvée, it has risen to sixteen millions and a
half—all but double. The aggregate exports and im-
ports in 1880 were nineteen millions and a half. In 1907
they had risen to between fifty-four and fifty-five mil-
lions. The cotton crop yielded in 1880 two and a
quarter millions of cantars ; in 1go7 it had risen to nearly

10
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seven million cantars, in a year when the Nile flood was
one of the worst on record. In 1877, the only year in
which the Nile was as bad as 1907, about a million acres
either received no water at all, or so little that nothing
could be grown on them. In 1907 only about ten per
cent. of that amount of land was without irrigation. In
the old days the full land-tax was exacted from the
unfortunate owner if one drop of water reached his lands,
quite regardless of whether anything was grown on them
or not. Now, if the land cannot be cultivated no land-
tax is paid. Famines are unknown in Egypt because
such is the prosperity which the English have given it
that a population fifty per cent. larger than that of
ancient Egypt at its most prosperous time is insufficient
for the agriculture of the country. What will happen,
as more and more of the Nile water is reservoired, it
is difficult to predict. The raising of the Assuan
Dam alone will irrigate another million acres of land
at present lying waste in the northern tracts of the
Delta.

The scientific conservation of the Nile water is
entirely due to the English. Mehemet Ali, in 1833,
decided to dam the waters of the Rosetta branch of
the Nile and turn them into the Damietta branch to
suit his arrangements for growing cotton. This would
have deprived Alexandria and a whole province of
water. Linant Bey behaved much better than most
of the foreigners in the service of the Khedives in pre-
English days—he persuaded Mehemet Ali to change
this project and have a barrage across both branches ;
and later, on the plea that it would cost more to bring
the stone from them than from a quarry, he persuaded
Mehemet Ali to spare the Pyramids of Gizeh, which he
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intended to use for the barrage. But he could not pre-
vent him from having a thousand cubic feet of concrete
laid daily, whether it could be done properly or not ;
and, as the river was three and a half feet higher than
the year before, part of the concrete was laid in running
water, which prevented its setting. Twenty years
afterwards, when Mehemet Ali had been dead five years,
and nearly two millions sterling had been spent on the
barrage, without mentioning the labour of the corvée
and the army, scarcely any of the piers were above the
level of the water. The total cost of this barrage with
its fortifications, et cetera, was about four millions. In
1863, as water was urgently needed, the barrage gates
were closed for the first time to try and hold up a depth
of four and a half feet of water. The barrage cracked,
and four years later ten of the openings of the Rosetta
barrage moved down the stream. Nine years after that
Sir John Fowler offered to remedy its defects for one
million two hundred thousand pounds; but Ismail
Pasha, with all his craze for spending money upon public
works, had no faith in barrages, and the same year
General Rundle, R.E., estimated that the barrage could
be made sound for four hundred thousand pounds, and
that making new gates and training the river would cost
a hundred thousand pounds more—an estimate which
proved correct. In 1883, Rousseau Pasha, Director of
Public Works, considered the only use of the barrage
was to regulate the amount of water between the
Damietta and Rosetta branches, and proposed to irrigate
Lower Egypt by pumps at an initial cost of seven
hundred thousand pounds, and an annual outlay of
nearly two hundred and fifty thousand. The English
authorities vetoed this extraordinary proposal, and in




WHAT THE ENGLISH HAVE DONE FOR EGYPT 13

1884 consulted Sir Colin Scott-Moncrieff as to what
ought to be done. At an expense of twenty-five
thousand pounds he was able to hold up about seven
feet in the Rosetta branch and three feet in the
Damietta branch. Encouraged by this, the English
put the whole barrage into order at the cost of four
hundred and sixty-five thousand pounds all told, and
by 1891 it was possible to hold up thirteen feet of
water in both branches. Eleven years later the great
Assuan Dam was finished, with the results above
mentioned in reducing the area affected by the most
disastrously low Nile by about ninety per cent.
American experts have said that the erection of the
Pyramids was nothing, as an engineering feat, compared
to the erection of the Assuan Dam, which they
consider the greatest of the marvels in Egypt.
Intimately connected with the subject of the con-
servation of water is that of the corvée. Formerly un-
limited numbers of fellahin, says Lord Cromer, might be
dragged away from their villages at any moment, for
any purpose—public or private, legitimate or illegiti-
mate, upon which the Khedive chose to employ them,
and it is impossible to guess what damage this system
inflicted upon the country in the old days of despotism.
What the corvée really was needed for, and what to a
certain limited extent it is still used for, was the neces-
sary labour in connection with the Nile flood. It was
estimated that the work of clearing the canals of silt
done by the forced labour of the peasantry could be
done by contract for four hundred thousand pounds
a year, while the loss that the people suffered in being
absent at the very season when their presence was most
necessary on their own land penalized them to at least
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twice that extent. The Convention of London reduced
the land-tax by four hundred and fifty thousand pounds.
Waste of some sort had reduced the relief to two hundred
and fifty thousand pounds. The English in Egypt
proposed to use this money for the relief of the corvée,
but the French would only give a provisional sanction
to the arrangement, in Lord Milner's words, ‘“ keeping
Egypt in suspense about this vital matter, in order to
bring pressure to bear upon her Government for the
concession of some rather shabby demands about the
pay and position of certain French officials.” Nowa-
days the corvée is only used for guarding the banks of
the Nile during the flood. Out of a population of over
eleven millions, not much more than twelve thousand
men are taken to watch for the hundred days that this
is necessary.

Vying in importance for the poor Egyptian was the
abolition of the courbash and the use of torture, for
obtaining confessions from prisoners. Mohammedan
Law, to which the English in Egypt have paid an ex-
aggerated amount of respect,will only allow a prisoner
to be executed when the crime has been performed in the
presence of two witnesses, or when the prisoner confesses.
Under these circumstances punishment would seem
impossible, but in practice the judges found an easy
way out of it—they tortured the prisoner till he did
confess, excusing themselves with the sophistry that they
only applied the torture where they were satisfied in
their minds that he was guilty. They were ingenious
in the invention of new tortures, though the courbash
was so handy that other tortures were almost super-
fluous. Lord Cromer tells of a Mudir, or provincial
Governor, who, when a man would not pay the taxes
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he required of him, had a burning rag steeped in spirits
of wine held close to his mouth and then received a blow
in the stomach which ““ took his wind.” He had to
take a deep breath to refill his lungs, and this drew
the flame into his mouth. That was only for recal-
citrant taxpayers. ‘ But refined forms of torture,”
says Lord Cromer, ‘‘ were comparatively rare, and on
the other hand, the use of the courbash, a strip of
hippopotamus hide tapered at the end, was universal.”
The English abolished both, and though the use of the
courbash lingered long, and lingers still where Egyptians
are left to the tender mercies of Egyptians, they are
safe from it wherever there is an Englishman to
appeal to.

Lord Cromer tells a characteristic story about this.
A man accused of some crime was brought before a
Mudir soon after the abolition of the courbash. He
refused to answer questions. A British officer was
present.

‘“ The Mudir directed that he should be flogged. All
the steps which were usually preliminary to the inflic-
tion of flogging were taken. The man, however, was in
no way impressed. ‘The English are here,’ he said to
the Mudir; ‘you know that you cannot flog me.’
And accordingly, he was not flogged. It may well have
been that the unwonted audacity displayed in this
case was due to the presence of an Englishman. Never-
theless, the mere fact that an Egyptian fellah should
have dared to assert his right not to be flogged was a
striking innovation. A reflective Pasha would have
noted that a new spirit was abroad.”

There is a passage in Lord Cromer’s book just above
this which is extremely illustrative of Egyptian
duplicity and disobedience. Where the Egyptian is
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enforcing the law against someone else he abides by its
most rigid letter, but where it applies to himself, he
disregards it whenever he can do so with safety. Ismail
Pasha Eyoub was compelled by the English to issue a
circular condemning the use of beating and torture.
Lord Cromer’s comments are biting.

“ Whatever Ismail Pasha Eyoub and his coadjutors
may have thought on the subject of government by
torture, their sentiments, as expressed in the Circular,
were unimpeachably orthodox when judged by the
standard of modern civilization. It was stated, in
terms of indignant remonstrance, that, in spite of re-
iterated Circulars in past days, the Minister of the
Interior had heard, to his unspeakable regret, that
recourse was still had by some perverse officials to the
‘ reprehensible use of the bastinado.” This practice
was denounced as ‘horrible and infamous.” It ¢de-
graded humanity and violated in the gravest manner
the principles of social rights.’  Further, it was
‘ absolutely useless and without justification,” for the
Minister, who here indulged to a certain extent in a flight
of his imagination, pointed out that the Government
had instituted law-courts, whose business it was to deal
with all litigious affairs, both civil and criminal. As to
the collection of the taxes, what need could there be
of the whip when the series of Decrees issued by the
Government laid down with commendable precision the
nature of the measures to be taken to ensure their pay-
ment ? The various officials were, therefore, solemnly
warned that ‘ the only object of their mission was to
secure, as much as possible, the welfare of the people,
their prosperity, and their moral and material develop-
ment, by dispensing to individuals equality of justice
whilst defending them against all aggression and pro-
tecting their interests and their rights.’” They were all,
down to the lowest village Sheikh, who was sometimes
courbashed and sometimes courbashed others, adjured
in language which, to those acquainted with the peculiar
ways of the Pashadom of the time, is almost comic in
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its deceptive pathos, to abstain in the future from the
abominable and barbarous practice of flogging.

“ Ismail Pasha Eyoub probably stated the truth
when he said that on previous occasions orders had
been issued prohibiting the use of the courbash. It is
needless to inquire into this point, for if any such orders
were issued, no adequate steps were taken to enforce
obedience to them. But when the Circular of Ismail
Pasha Eyoub was published, the population of Egypt,
and more especially that portion of it which was in the
habit of being flogged, woke up to the fact that they no
longer had to deal with a few meaningless platitudes
intended to throw dust in the eyes of humanitarians.
It was felt that, although the signature to the Circular
might be that of an official who had little real sympathy
with its spirit, the contents of that document had been
dictated by the British Envoy, who meant what he said,
and who, moreover, possessed both the will and the
power to enforce his behests.”

Egypt is a purely agricultural country, with a few
great towns which act as its ports and marts. Cairo,
Alexandria, Port Said, Suez, Assyiit, Mansfira and Tanta
are the only towns which could be called cities, and with
the exception of the two first they none of them have
anything like a hundred thousand inhabitants. Yet
from the Delta upwards, habitable Egypt consists only
of a narrow strip on each side of the Nile. Almost the
entire population of Egypt,in fact,isrural. It is, there-
fore, the toilers in the fields, the fellahin, who have
to be considered in anything which concerns the greatest
happiness of the greatest number. It is these fellahin
who are under the greatest obligations to the English.
Before the abolition of the courbash and the torture they
were little better than slaves, not only of the Khedive,
or even the Pashas, but of every Omdeh, or head man, of
a village. They were not secure in the possession of

2
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their wives and daughters, who were abducted freely,
though the offence is so much more heinous in a Moham-
medan country. The abolition of slavery has not
concerned them so much, because the slaves were largely
women, and the Egyptian has no special aversion to
slavery. They owe to the English an incalculable
amount of further benefits. In taxation alone the
benefits they have reaped are gigantic, for before the
advent of the English and the great irrigation system
which the English introduced, they were made to pay
the land-tax whether the Nile was high enough to
cultivate their lands or not ; and whenever the Khedive
was at his wits’ end for money he levied fresh taxes upon
the fellahin.

As if that was not enough, the luckless fellahin were
frequently, in order to pay their taxes, obliged to have
recourse to the Syrian usurer, who ground them to
the dust with exactions hardly to be contemplated in
Europe. In the old days they were sometimes without
water, sometimes ruined by floods. Nowadays the
supply is alike plentiful and uniform. The regulation
of the Nile not only gives them the wherewithal to grow
their crops, but cheap carriage to market, and as if that
were not enough, the obliging English have provided
roads and railways. Another gigantic benefit is the
purity of the administration of justice. Sentences
to death, exile and imprisonment are no longer inflicted
at the whim of some Pasha. The man has a trial,
even if it is not conducted with the same scrupulosity
as in England. And if he brings a civil suit, no longer
has he to buy justice, which always went to the longest
purse.

For education he is probably not so grateful, for the
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fellah is thick-witted, though he has sufficient of the
handy-man about him to be able to appreciate some
of the improvements which the English have introduced
into agriculture. To the English also he owes hospitals,
lunatic asylums (in which the unfortunate insane are no
longer treated like wild beasts), and schools.

He has fortunately not yet grasped the full oppor-
tunities offered by the schools, or he might want all his
children to go in for the secondary certificates which
lead to clerkships.

There is probably nothing for which he is so grateful
as the decline of bakshish, of which he was the special
victim. Ismail Pasha, when he was Khedive, had a
profound faith in bakshish—he held that everyone had
his price and his subjects followed humbly in his
footsteps.

Says Lord Cromer :

“ They took and they paid bribes. From the half-
naked donkey-boy, who in shrill tones demanded
‘bakshish ’ to the extent of a piastre or two from the
winter tourist, to the highly-placed Pasha, whose
assistance could only be obtained by the payment of
more substantial sums, all, or nearly all, were venal.
The contractor bribed the Minister to obtain a contract
on terms unduly advantageous to himself, and would
then bribe the Clerk of the Works in order that he
should not inquire too carefully as to whether the terms
of the contract had or had not been strictly executed.
The subordinate official bribed his superior in order to
get promotion. The landowner bribed the engineer in
order that he should obtain more water for his fields
than was his due. The Kadis were paid by both the
plaintiff and the defendant to any suit, the decision
being usually given in favour of the highest briber.
The Government surveyors were bribed to make false
measurements of land. The village Sheikhs were bribed

2*
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to accord exemption from the corvée and from milit
service. The police were bribed by everybody who had
the misfortune to be brought in contact with them.
The passenger by railway found it cheaper to give
‘ bakshish ’ to the guard or to the ticket collector than
to pay for a ticket. As a preliminary to bribing a Mudir
to inquire into any alleged grievance, it was n

for the petitioner to bribe the hungry satellites, who hang
about the office of the Mudirieh, before the great man
could be personally informed that any petition had been
presented. The ramifications of the system were, in
fact, endless. Egyptian official and social life was
saturated with the idea that in Egypt personal claims
and interests, however just on their own merits, could
never be advanced without the payment of bakshish.’ ”

Corruption has not disappeared—that was not
possible in Egypt, the land of the parasite. The fellah
still has to pay bakshish whenever he has any complaint
or request to make about his water-supply, unless he
is fortunate enough to gain an interview with the Eng-
lish inspector, whom he knows to be above corruption,
and never insults him by the offer of a bribe. If an
Egyptian landowner is inveighing against the English
occupation and demanding their instant withdrawal,
you only have to say, “ including the officers in charge
of the water” to reduce him to a state of pulp.
No Egyptian wishes to ask for water or any other
necessity from another Egyptian, because he knows that
he will have to pay as big a bribe as he can afford.
The English have done much in the way of checking
corruption. They are known to be absolutely hostile
to it and willing to support anyone who brings a-black-
mailer to book. But this seldom happens, for the
Egyptian is a blackmailer by instinct, and does not
wish to spoil the business. It is the other man’s turn
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to-day, but it may be his turn to-morrow. What the
Englishman could do to check corruption he has done.
As Lord Cromer points out, the inauguration of a proper
system of accounts and audits and vouchers for all ex-
penditure has done something towards checking embezzle-
ments of the public money. But the Egyptian takes
advantage of every opening. Lord Cromer tells us of a
high Egyptian official who was ‘“ on one occasion charged
with the sale of certain lands belonging to the Govern-
ment. Adjoining these lands were others, which were
his private property. He sold the two lots together to
the same purchaser. They were of precisely the same
quality, but the price obtained for the Government
was very low, whilst that obtained by the official acting
in his private capacity was very high. Thus, a con-
siderable part of the money, which should have been
paid into the Treasury, found its way into the pockets
of the official, who was specially charged to look after
the interests of the Government. No system of audit
would have succeeded in preventing a fraud of this
description. It could only have been discovered by some
one who happened to know that the market value of the
land sold by the Government was in excess of the sum
which the Government received.”

Something has been achieved by the raising and
regular payment of the salaries of the officials. In
Ismail’'s day, when they were miserably paid and often
had their salaries left months in arrears, they were
almost obliged to help themselves. Formerly the execu-
tion of public works and the supplying of Government
stores were given by favour to this or the other con-
tractor. The introduction of the system of tenders has
struck a blow at the root of this. The judges are now
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carefully chosen and a vigilant eye is kept upon them ;
in Ismail’'s day the administration of justice was a farce.
With the abolition of the corvée, except for flood duties,
the necessity of bribing the Omdeh of the village for
exemption from service is disappearing, and the service
which every Egyptian hated most of all, military ser-
vice, is now stripped of many of its most loathed features,
and, if the reform suggested by Sir Eldon Gorst be
carried out, will perhaps become absolutely popular. In
the old days when a man was taken for military service
he had few hopes of ever seeing his home again—he
might be drafted off to the Sudan to be on duty against
the dreaded Mahdists for life. He was taken without
any regard to the conditions for enlistment. Now the
conditions of the service are so much improved that
when a soldier gets his first holiday, he is the pride of
his village, and when he gets his second holiday he
does not always care to go back to the squalor of his
early surroundings after the, to him, luxuries of barrack
life.

The Gorst reform proposes that the twenty pounds
with which every Egyptian who has that amount of
money in the world buys exemption from service, should
not go to the general revenue, but should be put into
a fund from which the man who has done his service is,
at the conclusion of it, paid twenty pounds, the exact
sum he would have had to pay if he had tried to shirk
serving his country. Even an Egyptian cannot fail
to see the fairness of this arrangement by which the
man who serves receives the fine of the man who will
not serve, not by being purchased as a substitute, in
the style of some European armies, but by the bare fact
of performing his service when his own call comes.
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Further, instead of being compelled to serve in the police
after his course is over in the army, he will be free to
decline, though offered considerable advantages if he is
willing to serve.

Contrast this not only with the chaos of Ismail
Pasha’s reign when all his fine schemes had collapsed,
but with Egypt in the time of the great Mehemet Ali.
In those days, says Colvin:

‘“ Harvests were bought by the Governor at his own
rates from the Fellaheen, and re-sold by him for export
at great profit. Scarcxty, rising not infrequently to
famine, desolated the country. Bubonic and bovine
plague were endemic. The peasants’ cattle were liable
to be seized for the private farms and factories of the
Pasha and his Turks ; what their agents spared, plague
might carry away. Lads were dragged to schools with
high-sounding names—polytechnic schools, schools of
medicine, schools of agriculture, veterinary schools—
all of them, whatever their titles, inefficient and little
more than shams. The youths who entered them were
lost henceforth to their families and were regarded as
chattels of the Government. This course of so-called
instruction completed (or incompleted as the case might
be), they were despatched, in many cases, to perish under
foreign skies ; or survived to find themselves employed in
posts wholly ‘alien to their education and training.’

Ismail made matters worse by building factories
and railways, extravagant palaces and costly and in-
efficient schools, besides incurring huge debts for wars
and so on. When he came to the throne the national
debt was less than four millions sterling; when he was
compelled to abdicate it was over a hundred millions,
and the brunt of it fell upon his subjects. When Ismail,
intractable as he was insolvent, was deposed by the
Sultan, and expelled from Egypt, in 1879, says Colvin,
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‘ the country was in the utmost misery ; the indebted-
ness of the fellah was universal ; there was no justice ;
no order, or system, in the collection of the land revenues
and taxes. The finances were bankrupt, and the Euro-
pean creditor was in possession. The governing body,
few in number, were, with rare exceptions, devoid of
character, probity, and intelligence.”

Then came the conspiracy of Arabi, into which it is
not necessary to enter here, and still further desolation.
The Egypt of that day was in a worse condition than
Persia is to-day. This was the condition of things when
the English crumpled up Arabi and his fellow-braggarts
behind the ramparts of Alexandria and on the field of
Tel-el-Kebir.

What has happened since then ? The whole Nile
Valley, from the southern border to the sea, is full of
population and cultivation wherever the water reaches
with which the genius of the great English engineers
has permanently endowed a land that suffered from
disastrous droughts, whenever the Nile was a low one.
Roads and railways and regular services of steamers
enable the fellahin to bring their produce to market—
even across the desert from the Great Oasis. Thearmy,
instead of being a collection of ill-disciplined poltroons
despised by everyone, mere food for powder, or one might
say for sword and javelin, when it was sent against the
Mahdists, has become a gallant and well-disciplined force
with a great deal of the dash and endurance of our
Indian army. There is quite a good police-force,
which, if it does not perform its duties with striking
intelligence, is at any rate civilized. When one is in the
low parts of Cairo, or thinly-populated country districts,
one is ordinarily safe from molestation unless fana-

L
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ticism is aroused or a deliberate trap is laid by evil-
doers as at Denshawai. It cannot be denied that the
fine-looking Egyptian police-troopers, on their beautiful
white Arabs, are exceedingly anxious to save foreigners
from any annoyance at the hands of natives. They
escort a foreigner of their own accord, if he is going
into a lonely part or a place where the population has
a bad name. In most of the conveniences of civiliza-
tion, postal, telegraphic, telephonic, and what not,
Egypt is at present like a European country.

In the great cities the improvements due to the
English may not be so obvious. On the one hand, Ismail
Pasha had a craze for development and public works,and
on the other hand, the wobbling and shilly-shallying
which has distinguished the recent action of England in
Egypt has cancelled some of the principal benefits pro-
duced by the long and resolute pro-consulship of one of
the greatest men ever sent by England to be her repre-
sentative in a distant and difficult country. England may
remember with pride that at the dawn of the twentieth
century she was served by Lord Cromer in Egypt, Lord
Milner in South Africa, Lord Curzon in India, and Sir
Robert Hart, in a somewhat different capacity, in China
—all of them worthy of Macaulay’s epigrammatic eulogy
on Warren Hastings. Nominally, the Khedive was the
Viceroy of the Sultan in Egypt, in reality Lord Cromer
was that best of all rulers—a benevolent despot. While
his firm hand was at the helm the credit of Egypt was
as good as that of some of the principal countries of
Europe. On the credit of Lord Cromer, on the strength
of the permanency of the English occupation, foreign
financiers were willing to advance Egypt all the money
she asked. The collapse of Egyptian credit is due not

-
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only to the booming and inflation of the last year or
two, but to the fact of Lord Cromer’s resignation for
ill-health or other reasons. The impression of those who
knew Sir Eldon Gorst, when he was in Egypt before,
is that the continual weakening of England’s position is
not due to any want of strength on his part—he was
always considered a strong man—but to the instructions
of a Government of Little Englanders in England, only
hindered from committing serious follies in Egypt by the
wisdom and firmness of Sir Edward Grey.

Nothing attests the value of the services done by
England to Egypt more than the fact that the bare
rumour that British occupation might not be permanent
has reduced the credit of Egypt to a North-African in-
stead of a European level. The very Frenchmen who
hate England, and have been scheming to drive her out
of the occupation of Egypt, are refusing, at the bare
thought of their exertions proving successful, to invest
any more of their money in Egypt.

It will be noticed that the country districts have
apparently benefited much more than the cities by the
quarter of a century of strenuous labours which the
English have devoted to purifying the administration
and developing the resources of Egypt. If this is so,
it is because the benefits of which the agricultural dis-
tricts stood in need were water, honest taxation, the
lowering of the interest on loans, security from op-
pression, and the like. These were reforms which were
not likely to meet with so much opposition as those the
cities needed for two reasons, which really resolve them-
selves into one—the people who stood in the way of
reforms were natives, not foreigners, and there were
very few foreigners in those parts.
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There are a great many evils which could have been
reformed long ago in Cairo if it had not been for the
Capitulations. If England had frankly assumed the
Protectorate of Egypt, Cairo might have been as well
conducted a city as Melbourne or Sydney. But the
unfortunate system of Capitulations renders it difficult
to deal with any foreign transgressor without the sup-
port and the sympathy of the nation to which he belongs,
and unfortunately the smaller nations, such as Greece,
have, in times not long past at any rate, thought it heroic
to support their blackguards through thick and thin, no
matter what law they were breaking. Cairo cannot,
therefore, have a proper municipality—it cannot insist
on necessary sanitary improvements in the matter of
drainage and the like ; it has not shown itself able to
stamp out the illicit stills in which Greeks manufacture
ardent spirits from various deleterious compounds at
fourpence a quart. It has not been very successful in
its campaign against gambling dens and hashish dens.
Vice may be said to flourish almost unchecked.

Some reforms, therefore, about which the Egyptians
are as honestly anxious as the English, are impossible
to press.

Where things are well managed—like the police
arrangements of Cairo—the credit will be found due to
the force and tact of the Englishman at their head. The
shortcomings of Cairo as a civilized city can be imagined
from the proverb which has passed into a newspaper
heading, or the newspaper heading which has passed
into a proverb—Cairo Sans-Géne. Incidentally, it may
be mentioned that the long and beneficent rule of the
English has resulted in making land in Cairo as valuable
as land in most European capitals, while I have heard
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of agricultural land fetching as much as one hundred
and fifty, or even two hundred pounds, per acre, and
letting at twenty to twenty-two pounds per acre.

The only way for Egypt to continue prosperous is for
it to continue in the hands of the English. We could not
allow it to pass into the hands of any other European
nation, and without the steel girders of European control
Egyptian prosperity would collapse like a jerry-built
house.

It would have been much better if we had frankly
appropriated Egypt when we conquered it as France
appropriated Tunisia. With a British Government
and law courts there would have been no need for
‘“ Capitulations "’ and other lumber, which now impede
the country’s prosperity and proper administration.
British justice would have been good for the subjects of
the other Great Powers and a great deal too good for
the subjects of the smaller Powers, who make the Capi-
tulations a byword. There would have been none of
the delays in the development of the country from the
difficulties which have been put in the way of Egypt
borrowing for the most necessary public works. The
revenue would have been doubled—and Egypt would
have been as contented as the Sudan.

The work of the English in Egypt will be one of the
mystifications of the historian of the future.

A nation about to commit itself to the expenditure
of much treasure and not a little blood, and to the toils
and anxieties of many strenuous years, deliberately sacri-
ficed the profits and glory and pleasure of the proceeding
to gratify its enemies abroad and its still more dangerous
enemies at home.



THE SITUATION IN EGYPT.

THE most distinguished publicist in Alexandria said
to me: “ The Europeans in Egypt are standing on the
thin crust of a volcano. We in Alexandria are not so
badly off as others: we are a sensible proportion of
the population ; we are organized ; we are armed ; but
anywhere else in Egypt, except Suez and Port Said, the
Europeans might be murdered en masse any day.”

Lord Cromer, in his 1906 Report on Egypt, wrote :
“If T am sceptical of Pan-Islamism producing any
more serious results than sporadic outbursts of fanaticism,
it is, in the first place, because I greatly doubt the
possibility of Moslem co-operation and cohesion when
once it becomes a question of passing from words to
deeds; and, in the second place, because I am quite
confident of the power of Europe, should the necessity
arise, to deal effectively with the material, though not
with the spiritual, aspects of the movement.”

This should be enough to stagger the lamb-like
M.P. who goes for a few weeks to Egypt, and listens
to the glib re-assurances and the specious aspirations of
the Egyptian Nationalists.

It should be observed that there are not many
Nationalists who speak English well enough to attempt
to describe a political situation in our language. The
services of an interpreter are required. Lying is here-
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ditary in interpreters, who make their living by twisting
conversations so that each party to the conversation
imagines that he is cheating or convincing the other.
Egyptian interpreters are worse than most, because the
Egyptian recognizes no value in truth, except as a sort
of manacle in which the foreigner allows himself to be
secured. He does not allow his own hands to be bound
in any such way.

There was an Englishman in Egypt holding a very
high post under the Government. I was introduced
to him as being more in sympathy with Egyptians and
their aspirations than any other loyal Englishman in a
position of influence. I should hear the other side of
the question from him, they said. And I did. But he
warned me, that though what he told me seemed to
represent the facts (to him after twenty years in Egypt),
I must receive what he told me with caution, because,
said he, ‘“ These people do not look on the truth as
we do. There are exceptions, of course, but the best
Egyptians have told me lies of a kind which would
prevent my ever speaking to them again if they were
Englishmen. Lying with them is part of the art of
persuasion—I know that a lie with them is only an
argument, that it has no moral significance. I let them
see that I have discovered the lie, because it adds to
their respect for my intelligence. And they know
what I think of a lie. But they remain unabashed, and
I allow them to remain my friends.”

If the Egyptian will lie to such a man, who speaks
Arabic fluently and knows the country more intimately
than any Englishman in Egypt, on the mere chance of
the lie strengthening an argument, what may he be
expected to do when he is dealing with the M.P. or
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writer who comes to Egypt in search of a little know-
ledge and a big advertisement, and is as raw as a
recruit learning the goose-step? He fills him up with a
vile compound worse than the whisky manufactured
by the Cairo Greeks for the consumption of Moslems
at a piastre and a half a quart.

Drugged with this intoxicant, the friends of every
country but their own advocate the thinly-veiled
Mohammedan crusade of the Egyptian Nationalists
from the Parliamentary platform or the pages of a
shocker.

What does the Nationalist demand ? That Egypt
should be governed exclusively by Egyptians—that the
English should leave, bag and baggage. His clamour for
an Egyptian Parliament is as a means to this end—and,
of course, incidentally, for what is never absent from his
mind, the extortion of backshish.

What does the Nationalist demand ? If his questioner
is British, and, what is called in music-hall circles, a
““mug,” he gives him * little pink pills for pale people " ;
he takes up the position that there is no nation which
has reached such a height of civilization as the Egyptians,
without enjoying Parliamentary institutions—the Egyp-
tians, only eight per cent. of whom can read and write
—the Egyptians in whose country no truth is to be
found, even at the bottom of a well ; the Egyptians
whom their own Sovereign considers incapable of holding
any position of responsibility | Then, striking a more
theatrical attitude, he demands that England should
fulfil her promises and withdraw from Egypt without
waiting a moment longer, ignoring the fact that England
only promised to withdraw when she thought that the
time was ripe. Neither the anti-British Egyptian nor
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the anti-British Briton cares that the withdrawal of
the English from Egypt means instant bankruptcy for
the country. An habitual bankrupt in private life
like the Egyptian Nationalist agitator, a person who
lives by any form of roguery which he can devise in a
country which has been used as a hot-bed by Levantines,
sees nothing appalling in national bankruptcy ; he would
glory in it and consider it another blow at the Christian.
As Egypt owes her debts to Europe, no Moslem would
suffer if the creditors did not receive sixpence. His
ally, the British Radical M.P., having no money of his
own invested in Egypt, regards the impending crash
with the same equanimity. He may be a good-natured
man who would dislike to ruin the thousands of poor
investors whose nest-eggs have been deposited in
Egyptian securities and speculations ; in that case he
promises himself that Egypt will muddle through.
Or he may be a truculent reformer, a Robespierre, who
wishes to inaugurate a new Reign of Terror in which
confiscation is to take the place of bloodshed. This
latter would enjoy national bankruptcy in Egypt. There
he could see the Armageddon which his soul desires more
quickly than anywhere else. Nero burnt Rome so as
to be able to rebuild it according to his own notions—
the Cairo of to-day, with its bankrupt garden-city,
looks rather like Rome after Nero’s fire. A bankrupt
Cairo would be an ideal place for the Socialist to experi-
ment on, with the grand idea of common property ;
it has such a large population already familiar with this
idea of communizing other people’s property. The
Egyptian Nationalists would run no risk in making the
Socialistic experiments, for they have never had any
honestly-earned money. )
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The last English agitator I met in Egypt said:
“1 know that the British withdrawal means instant
bankruptcy for Egypt, but what harm would that
do—it would not touch the fellahin, and they are
the only people worth considering in Egypt.”

I might have retorted, *“ Nicely you consider them,”
or ‘“Don’t you know, that they are all over head and
ears in debt 7"’ Egypt has only to go bankrupt for
the money-lenders to begin a most cruel pressure on the
fellahin. It is a second nature with the fellah to be
in debt to the utmost that he can pay in interest—if
he is so prosperous that he cannot manage it in any
other way, he mortgages the land he possesses in order
to buy more. As he can, thanks to the English, borrow
money at a quarter of the rate which he used to pay,
he now owes four times as much, so as not to waste any
of his chances as a debtor. So far, he has been saved
by the wonderful steadiness and saleableness of the
cotton crop, but all agricultural Egypt has got so
accustomed to relying on the cotton crop as Providence,
that one failure in cotton would shake credit to its
foundations, and two in succession would mean universal
bankruptcy. The prices of the best land in the country
are, in their way, as inflated as town prices. Good
agricultural land has often been sold for more than a
hundred and fifty pounds an acre. I have heard of
its being let at over twenty pounds an acre. Successful
seasons and the credit which financiers allow Egypt
during the British occupation are therefore equally
imperative—withdraw either and the country will be
in the same sorry plight as Cairo, the city of unfulfilled
promises—of chickens which have been counted, but
will never be hatched.

3
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This is Egypt with bankruptcy hanging over it by a
hair, which the lightest shock will break, and with a
storm ready at any moment to burst.

What is this storm that threatens to engulf the
land of the Pharaohs in one of those cataclysms
which have so often overwhelmed it? It is the
storm of Mohammedan conquest, which has burnt up
Africa with its lightnings. Egypt, in which the great
Mohammedan University, the Mohammedan -courts
and mosques, customs and creeds have been treated
with such tenderness by the British authorities, whom
the Mohammedans of India embrace with both hands,
has not the faintest excuse for a Mohammedan uprising.
But your Mohammedan, where he is not ringed round by
hostile religions of overwhelming myriads of coloured
men, never allows gratitude to interfere with his feelings
towards the Christians whom he has to obey. For it
is against his religion to be ruled by a Christian. If
the English were Mohammedans, not only would the
Mohammedans in Egypt be content with its occupation
by England, they would clamour for annexation by
England, and all the Mohammedan societies in North
Africa, secret and open, would conspire together to
spread the British dominions over every available inch
of Africa. Not a word would be heard about the with-
drawal of the English, or the establishment of an
Egyptian Parliament, for these, as far as they have the
least significance, are purely Mohammedan cries, though
the noise about them comes from people who call
themselves_Nationalists.

While pomtlng out that Natlonahsm is Islamism
disguised to suit the canting element in Great Britain,
I do not deny the existence of the Egyptian Nationalist.
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He is only too painfully evident. The artisan Nationalist
need not be described here—he is merely a Pan-Islamist,
whose religious feelings are being played on. He can
be induced to clamour, but it would be impossible to
teach him what Parliamentary institutions mean. They
are altogether beyond his conception. At a recent
election for the Provincial Councils, held in Cairo, the
capital, only twelve of the thirteen districts returned
delegates. In the thirteenth the electors clean forgot
about it—there was not even a candidate.

The Nationalist who does all the spouting is either
a clerk or a loafer ; if he is young, he attires himself
in extraordinary travesties of European costume, and
he strikes his top-note with his boots. Their absurdity.
may culminate in their long and spindly shape, they
may not be made of materials more unsuitable for his
station than papery patent leather or champagne-
coloured kid. But such moderation is unnatural, he
is really far happier in cream-coloured boots, with sky-
blue tops—as is evident from the cheap and flashy
shops in the Muski and the Clot Bey Street, from which
he purchases the decorations for his person. For his
clothes, unless he has only one suit and the nature of
his employment demands that this should be black, he
chooses materials with the wildest checks and the
wildest colours, and he has them made up with such
exaggeration that you would imagine him to be copying
the students in Puccini’s La Bohéme instead of the
British officer whom he detests, but considers the only
model for a tailor. In his ties he is resplendent, and
no Egyptian is too poor to have a conspicuous golf
collar if he dresses like a European at all. The one
redeeming feature of the Egyptian is that he wears

3*
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clean collars. He does not always patronize European
hats—for there is something delightfully anti-Christian
about a tarboosh. It is this person, a Levantine in
all but his birth, who does the frothing in Egypt. He
may be a loafer, he may be a shopkeeper’s assistant,
he may be a clerk in a private office, or he may be such
a little tin-god as a clerk in the Civil Service—the crown
of an Egyptian’s ambition. He attends as many
meetings as he can; but in season and out of season
this sallow creature, with his weak mouth and his
rolling eyes—the sort of weed who will rob his employer
even if he keeps his hand out of the till—froths against
the English, and clamours for Egyptian independence
and an Egyptian Parliament. Of such was the kingdom
of Mustapha Pasha Kamel, who had many of their
characteristics.

Even worse than the jackanapes Nationalist is the
café Nationalist. He is older. His portly form inclines
to black clothes, his heavy jowl is seldom crowned by
anything but a tarboosh. He consumes an inordinate
part of the day in sitting at cafés passed by European
ladies. His gross body blocks the pavement ; his gross
eye brings a blush to their cheeks; but it is nothing to
what his gross conversation would do if they were so
unfortunate as to understand Arabic. The Egyptians
make such abominable remarks upon white women
that Lord Cromer, as he got to know them better, refused
them admission to the dances at the British Agency.
The middle-aged, heavy-jowled, gross-eyed Nationalist
of the café is the most dangerous variety. He has grown
old in intrigue. He is embittered by the lapse of years
in which the upright methods of British government
have prevented him from feathering his nest with dis-
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honest gains. He has, therefore, a personal as well
as a political grievance ; he may even be old enough to
have enjoyed the sweets of corruption in the palmy
days of Ismail Pasha—the days when bakshish never
failed to fill the palm of the crafty.

As he sits and sits at his café, peopling a harem in
his imagination, he hatches and passes round treason.
The Arab-speaking English journalists, who go to cafés
to catch the trend of native opinion, say that it is
amusing how seldom the Egyptian mentions the
Khedive. He boasts of what Mustapha Pasha Kamel
would have done or his successor will do.

Evidently, then, in the cafés the Khedive is not
regarded as connected with the Nationalist agitation.
The question is—Is he ?

This question is important in many ways. For
his personal influence is so great that he can do much
to foster or suppress it. If he puts himself at the
head of the Nationalist Pan-Islamic movement, it will
assume an importance which it could not otherwise
enjoy. For the other items in the Pan-Islamic Con-
spiracy are relatively small and unimportant. The
Senussi may have anything from three to seven million
supporters between Egypt and the Atlantic: they are
scattered, and they have no budget, whatever their
voluntary and involuntary subscriptions may amount to.
But Egypt is a State with eleven or twelve million
inhabitants and a national income which exceeds that
of several European kingdoms.

At the first glance the prospect offered to the Khedive
is a tempting one. There have been Mohammedan
empires spreading all over North Africa and across the
Mediterranean into some of the richest portions of
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Europe. But there are flies in the ointment. Could
he be certain that the Pan-Islamists, having got rid of
the English, would not proceed to get rid of him also ?
Might they not inaugurate what would virtually be a
republic, though nominally a self-governing province
of the Turkish Empire 7 That is one rock ahead of
him.

But there is another and far more formidable rock.
It is easy enough to hurry on the development of the
Pan-Islamic movement in North Africa, by throwing
wealthy and populous Egypt into the scales, provided
(and this is sufficiently unlikely) that the English do not
detect the movement and use the Army of Occupation
to nip it in the bud. If the Army of Occupation were
withdrawn, one great obstacle to it would be gone.
The Khedive, if he threw himself into the movement,
would have sufficient intelligence to wait for the with-
drawal of the English.

That would remove the instant obstacle. But the
Khedive is far too wise not to know that it is not for
him to share the proud position of the Caliphs.

He knows that though the combined Moslems of
Egypt and the North African desert might for the
moment massacre or expel all the foreigners in Egypt,
there could only be one ending to it. The jackanapes
Nationalists, even the gross men who sit at the cafés
and insult the women in the street with the sensuality
of their eyes, are so ignorant and reckless in their
ideas, that they might imagine that, if once Egypt were
cleared of foreigners by a Mohammedan Massacre of
St. Bartholomew, there would never be any more
foreigners in Egypt. But the Khedive is far too intelli-
gent to cherish any such illusions. He knows that Egypt
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is open to the sea, open to attack, that the armies of
England would sweep through it and sweep away the
throne of the Khedives and the whole fabric of El-Azhar
across the sea to beg an asylum from the Turk, who is
not merciful to the fallen. He knows that Egypt would
become a British protectorate with some wiser prince
in enjoyment of his revenues; that all the privileges
which the Moslems of Egypt enjoy now at the expense
of Christians would vanish ; and that Egypt would be
lost for ever to the domination of Islam.

That is the exact position, though the Nationalists
are too little educated to understand it. The acces-
sion of Egypt to the Mohammedan crusade, which is
hidden like an ostrich’s egg in the sand, in the great
desert of North Africa, would add vastly to the im-
portance of the latter, and might hatch it. But as soon
as the campaign began the blow would fall on Egypt,
which would be attacked and crushed with ease by an
English army. The Khedive himself could, if he chose,
throw in his lot with the guerillas of the desert, hurrying
still further into the lands of thirst before the advance
of disciplined forces—or he could fly to Turkey. But
the pleasant land of Egypt, the lotus land of the spoilt
children of fortune, would be his no more. He would
be a hunted man, with only a camel’s back for his
kingdom.

A number of French irreconcilables, headed by the
effeminate and irresponsible stylist who calls himself
“ Pierre Loti,” think any stick good enough for beating
England, the friend upon whom the French Govern-
ment relies in its incessant struggle with Germany.
These men are not slow to perceive that the handiest
weapon in North Africa for assailing the English is
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Mohammedan fanaticism, and consequently the French
and vernacular Press of Egypt* is flooded with articles
stirring up ill-blood against them among the natives.

They do not reflect that they are (fortunately) stirring
up far worse troubles for France than for England.
For the Mohammedans, when the question of a people
of Islam being ruled by Christians comes up, hate other
Christian nations more than the English, whose respect
for their prejudices has been shown to millions of
Mohammedan subjects. And the French can be attacked
in Morocco, Algeria and Tunis without the possibility of
their striking a crushing blow at armies of nomads with
the depths of the Sahara for their base, while the
English would be fighting the unwarlike inhabitants of
wealthy Egypt constrained to stand and give battle
or abandon their possessions. One campaign and the
establishment of a few garrisons would settle the troubles
of the English, while the descent of the guerillas of the
Sahara might go on for a century. And here I must
pause to speak of the Senussi, who are, in a way, the
storm centre of Mohammedan unrest in North Africa,
according to Mr. Arthur Silva White, who visited the
oasis which was the cradle of the movement, in the last
years of the nineteenth century.

His account of the great Senussi confederation,
which is embracing the Continent of the Sahara, is
extraordinarily interesting. The opinions given below
are entirely derived from his book. I have not sufficient
knowledge of the subject to criticize it, but what he
says is borne out by those people I met in Egypt, who
have been brought into contact with the Senussi; it

® As there is no liberty of the Press in French Africa, Islamism (or Nationalism—
call it what you like) does not make its voice heard there, but it exists, none the less.
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represents English opinion in Egypt about this extra-
ordinary order. The founder of the sect was a lawyer,
born in Algeria, Sidi Mohammed ben-Ali es-Senussi.
In the closing years of Turkish rule he was banished
from Algeria for his seditious views and the freedom with
which he expressed them, and went to Morocco, where
he resided for seven years in Fez ; there he joined the
powerful Mulei Taieb order, of which the Cherif of Wazan
was chief. When the French conquered Algeria, he
returned, and, in the character of professor of law and
theology, wandered about preaching the doctrine which
is the gospel of the vast Senussi organization to-day.
Then he went to Egypt, still preaching, but found himself
equally unpopular with the Government and with the
authorities of El-Azhar, who tried to poison him. So
he went on to Mecca, where he studied under the highest
of the Shadli teachers, to whom, on his death, he succeeded.
Then he went to preach in Yemen, where he did not
meet with much success, but was thrown in contact with
the revolutionary Wahabites, who had a great effect
on his teachings. He now left off preaching the way of
Mohammed and began preaching the way of Senussi
instead. Then he returned to Africa, at first to Benghazi,
which is still one of the most important Senussi centres,
but about 1855 he obtained a firman from the Sultan,
which made him practically independent, and he then
settled at Jarabub, in the oasis of Siwa, known in classical
times as the oasis of Jupiter Ammon. There he is
buried in the superb mosque-tomb to which the Senussi
sect and many others of the Mohammedans of North
Africa make their pilgrimage instead of going to Mecca.
The Senussi organization and the Senussi doctrine are
alike of the highest importance to the question of Pan-
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Islamism for North Africa. * Absolutism and
occultism,” says Mr. White, ‘ are the two most potent
powers in Senussism.” The Senussi are in a way Sonnite
Mohammedans, for their Mahdi recognizes the Sultan
of Turkey as head of their religion, provided he respects
the Senussi principles and politics. The Senussi did
not support the Sudanese Mahdi and the Khalifa
against the English. But the remains of Mahdism in
the Sudan have passed into the control of the Senussi.
The old Mahdist movement is said to have been more
Shiite than Sonnite, but both the Sunnis and Shiahs
look for a Redeemer and agree in general on the signs
and marks that shall distinguish him, so the change is
not so difficult as might have appeared. Sidi es-Senussi,
who died at Jarabub in 1859, was a descendant of the
Prophet, and had the sacred blue mark between his
shoulders. It was generally agreed that he was a good
man, though he was narrow and fanatical. He did a
great deal to break up the nomadic life of the Sahara,
and to check the general marauding that went on, and
the Senussi have worked wonders for Mohammedan
travellers in the world's great desert. It is said that
it is possible now to go right across it with wells or
oases not more than twenty-four hours apart, and that
at each of these a Moslem has the right to claim enter-
tainment for three days.

But the attitude of the Senussi of the Sahara towards
Christians is intensely fanatical ; assassinations are very
numerous, and there are certain districts of Tripoli, un-
fortunately containing important ruins of the classical
period, to which they will allow no Christians to go on
pain of death. Mr. White says that the very poor
members of the Senussi, whose possessions amount to
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less than four guineas, which is the figure at which they
are exempted from contributing their tithe to the Senussi
treasury, pay their quota by serving as spies, poisoners
and assassins. Only one class of the Senussi—the
Wekils, are allowed to have any transaction with
Christians, if they are declared Senussi; but there are
an immense number of secret Semussi, who naturally
are unable to preserve the rule without revealing them-
selves. The Senussi have absorbed no less than sixty-
four Mohammedan religious orders; their latitudin-
arianism enables them to absorb Moslems of widely
divergent opinions.

Says Mr. White: ‘“ A man may become a Senussi
without abandoning his Order ; but it is necessary for
him to give up ‘ revolutionary ideas ’—dancing, conjur-
ing, and all vanities. He must submit to certain re-
strictions : intemperance ranking as a cardinal sin, not
only is he debarred alcohol in every form, but he may
not drink even coffee, or take snuff, or smoke. In
principle, the neophyte is supposed to ‘renounce the
world’ ; and in practice he is certainly compelled to
submit himself to his spiritual directors. Blind obedience
is rigidly exacted from all adherents, whatever their
rank. The person of the Grand Master is so sacred
that usually he is veiled ; and it is the greatest honour
to be accorded a personal interview. The Sheikh el-
Senussi governs through his viziers, who reside at his
court. Mokaddem, or apostolic prefects; administer
ecclesiastical districts ; and so great is their power,
that they, in their turn, reflect the majesty of their
master. Under the latter are the Wekils, who take
charge of business matters, and are, consequently, per-
mitted to have dealings with Christians. Khuan
(Brothers) are enjoined to attend conferences and make
pilgrimages to the convents, particularly to Jarabub.
They have to pay annually into the Grand Treasury
two and a half per cent. of their capital, if this exceeds
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four guineas, the amount of exemption. Other contribu-
tions are made in kind. The poorer classes give their
services, either as labourers in the oases, or as spies,
messengers, poisoners, and assassins. All animals
belonging to the confraternity are branded with its
cachet—the name of Allah.”

“The Way of the Senussi,” which I have spoken of
above as superseding the “ Way of the Prophet,” is of
great importance with regard to the subject of this
chapter, for, if not Pan-Islamistic, it is Islamistic to
the last degree. It protests with all its might against
any concessions being made to Western civilization.
It is against all progress that entails innovations in
Mohammedan countries, and it is not only against all
attempts to extend Western influence in Mohemmedan
countries, it even includes the Turk, because he lives in
Europe. It is a meritorious act to kill a Christian
under any circumstances, and the Senussi are commanded
to expatriate themselves from any country under
Christian domination. It is for this reason that Egypt
itself is, speaking generally, untouched by them. There
are, however, a eertain number of the Zawia or Senussi
convents in the Sudan, though, owing probably to the
English occupation and control of the Egyptian Govern-
ment, the Nile Valley is practically untouched by them.

The number of the Senussi is by some placed as high
as seven to eight millions, by others as low as three
millions, but as the Wadai country in the French
sphere is practically all Senussi, and the Wadai number
three millions, this must be under the mark., Mr. White
says that there is a chain of Senussi settlements all
over the Sahara. The Wadai, however, are the back-
bone of the movement; their adherence was secured
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many years ago by Sidi es-Senussi’s sagacity and fore-
sight. Some Nomads captured a gang of Wadai slaves.
Sidi es-Senussi ransomed them, gave them their freedom,
educated them at his capital, Jarabub, and sent them
back to their homes. The result was that he enlisted
the sympathy and adherence of the whole of the Wadai,
and when the Wadai throne became vacant, in 1876, his
nominee was elected Sultan. Ever since then the Wadai
three millions have remained faithful to the cause and
have despatched at frequent intervals rich contribu-
tions to the treasury, and droves of slaves for work in
the Senussi reclamations. Mr. White says that the
Senussi are reputed to be slave-traders as well, but in
any case they spread their slaves all over the Sahara,
increasing the net-work of settlements and caravan-
routes. They are very far-sighted indeed in the way
they manage their great Sahara confederacy. Side by
side with their reclamation work, if it may be so called—
for it is not, of course, managed in the mathematical
and continuous fashion with which white men reclaim
the desert—they form and strive to perfect the force
which is to drive the Christians into the sea from North
Africa. At certain places they keep hundreds of fleet
camels ready equipped and provided with negro drivers,
which can be despatched at a moment’s notice to any
part of Africa. They have, in the district which they
have made unsafe for Christians, a very fine harbour
(near which they keep these ships of the desert), almost as
large and deep as that of Alexandria, and more secure,
at which they import, unhindered, arms and munitions
of war. They have usurped the most valuable part of
Tripoli, and the Sultan has not made, and, indeed, is
too feeble to make, the least attempt to dispossess
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them. Mr. White says that any Western Power which
took Tripoli as the French took Tunis would find them-
selves in immediate conflict with the Senussi. Their
convents and settlements extend from Morocco to
Mecca and Mesopotamia ; in certain districts of Arabia
they appear to be very active, and their powers and
numbers there may possibly be vastly greater than any
one imagines, because there is so much of Arabia so
eminently suitable for the growth of a secret power like
the Senussi.

Be this as it may, the Senussi, without intermission,
prepare for the great Jahad, the Holy War, which is
to be waged against the Christian, and, perhaps, against
the Turk also. In the south of the Sudan they have been
known to have been levying contributions for some
object or other for a long time past. It may only be
to go into their ordinary treasury, but it may be for
some more particular end ; at any rate, it is believed that
if policy did not hold their hand, their burning hatred
of the Christians would hurry them into wholesale
massacre. From the inaccessible oasis of Kufra they
dictate to the whole Sahara ; their organization is ready
for a blow. This is the great Mohammedan organization
that gives the Pan-Islamic question in Egypt its pre-
cariousness—this is the fire with which the Egyptian
Nationalist is playing.

The extent of the peril is not appreciated anywhere
in Europe. A socialistic British Government has in-
spired the Egyptians with the idea that it is longing for
an excuse to wriggle out of Egypt. While Lord Cromer
was there the British Raj was upheld—nowadays it
is a byword. The Egyptians have the idea that Sir
Eldon Gorst was sent there to give way and ‘ make
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face ” on every occasion. So universally is the British
withdrawal expected that it is almost as difficult to
get financiers to invest money in Egypt as it is to get
them to do so in Morocco. Egypt is on the verge of
bankruptcy. The f{fellahin, the real backbone of the
country, in their endeavours to obtain more land, have
mortgaged themselves up to the hilt. Without fresh
loans they might have to sell so generally that the price
of land would fall like a stone to the bottom of a well,
and precipitate a universal smash among them. The
smash has fallen on Cairo already—there are spaces of
several acres together covered with the foundations of
banks and mansions and flats and other ambitious
buildings which will never rise another foot, and which
differ hardly at all from No-Man’s land. Foreign
journalists may abuse the English occupation, but foreign
financiers will only lend money in Egypt on the credit
of the English occupation. I repeat that the Parliament
which the unthinking British Radical, and especially
the Irish M.P., encourage the Egyptians to clamour for
is all part of the great Mohammedan conspiracy which
is being hatched by the Senussi. It may even be that
the murder of poor young Scott-Moncrieff was caused
by a ripple from this great bore-wave which is gathering
in the Sahara. The English Radical is taken in by the
specious cry of Nationalism—Egypt for the Egyptian !
He is too simple to know that the real meaning of the
cry is Egypt for the Mohammedans.

No Christians would be allowed the smallest share in
the Government of the country ; the sweets of the Civil
Service, which the Egyptians love, would soon be denied
them. Only native-born Egyptians would be allowed
votes, and the native Christians, if they were allowed
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to vote, would not be allowed to elect those of their
own faith. The Copts are beginning to grasp this, and
so there are threats of a Coptic reaction against
Nationalism.

The fellahin, it must be borne in mind, are at present
mostly quite innocent of all this ; they are aware that
the English occupation has given them wealth, peace,
safety, and the much-needed water to an extent of which
they never dreamed—they would naturally pause before
they did anything to bring back the old régime, a state
of things worse than it was in the days of the Turk
or of Ismail Pasha. But they are intensely ignorant,
and they are ardent Mohammedans. If the torch of
Islam were lighted and carried blazing through the
land many of them would be swept into the movement ;
they would fight for it, they would be mown down by
tens of thousands in the conflict with arms of precision ;
and when all the fighting was over and the Nationalists
who were responsible for it—the agitating scum of the
cities—were driven into or across the sea, they would
settle back to their work of making Egypt rich and
fertile and prosperous with the firm resolve of never
being drawn into any movement against the English
again.

How long would it take to stamp out the conspiracy
of Islam in the desert ? Who knows ? It might take
as long as the conquest of Arabia; but Egypt could
easily be fortified against it, and the French would
have to pay the rest of the debt. They deserve it, not
for what the perfectly correct Government of France
and French public opinion have done, but for what the
irreconcilables who are always fomenting ill-feeling
against England in the French and vernacular Press
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of Egypt have done. This is the volcano from which
the English in Egypt are only separated by a sheet
of brown paper.

It is, however, just to mention the optimistic views
of the English official in Egypt. In the first place, he
believes that the Army of Occupation will remain there
for ever, and with it the British Agent. He is in favour
of decreasing the number of moderately paid and
therefore only moderately able English employés in
Egypt and increasing the salaries of first-class men.
The official theory is that Sir Eldon Gorst, by constantly
visiting the Khedive and consulting his feelings, is getting
even more real influence over the Khedive than Lord
Cromer enjoyed, that he achieves results with the
Khedive’'s good will instead of over-riding him. If
this be the correct view, it must be admitted that he is
not argus-eyed, for bribery is rampant in Egypt now,
and corruption is strangling the administration of justice.
The people who take a sanguine view of his influence do
not take such a rosy view of the Khedive's influence.
They say that in the endless political talk at the cafés
the Khedive is entirely forgotten. The driving of
the English into the sea is an ever-welcome topic—the
respective merits of the late Mustapha Pasha Kamel
and Mohammed Bey Ferid, the present leader of the
Nationalists, come up often ; but no one ever talks of
the Khedive. The pavement Egyptian who sits at the
cafés is a red-hot adherent of the Nationalist—that
is, of the Islamist—programme. He cares nothing for
the Khedive except as an instrument of Islamism, and
is reported by the English optimists in Egypt to have
no confidence in the Khedive, and to have no scruples
about contemplating his removal. The official optimists

4
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consider that the Khedive is aware of this, and disposed
to lean on the English Army of Occupation, and to be
himself unwilling to grant a Constitution; that he wishes
to have the appearance of power and independence,
but that if his “ face is saved "’—to use the immortal
Chinese expression—he is perfectly willing to be guided
by the British Agent.

In truth, neither the English nor the Nationalists
have much confidence in the Khedive’s stability of
political purpose. And in the interval it is interesting
to learn that the Sultan viewed all this agitation for an
Egyptian Parliament with mistrust even before his
own Parliamentary troubles began. His present feelings
may be imagined.



THE INTELLIGENT EGYPTIAN'S VIEW OF THE
SITUATION.

I HAD several long talks with an Egyptian Bey who had
the foresight to make use of the commercial oppor-
tunities which the British occupation opened up to his
countrymen. He deplores any attempt to disturb the
existing régime, but he is not at all satisfied with Eng-
land’s present attitude. ‘‘ The shilly-shallying of Eng-
land is having a disastrous effect on Egypt as well as
the English position in Egypt,” said the Bey. « “ I very
much want to know if it is ever going to be better. If
this Government gets turned out, will the Conservative
Government send us a reliable man like Lord Cromer—
a man who knows his own mind ? Will they have a
definite line about Egypt? Will they do anything to
check the anti-English agitation ? Will they have any
propaganda ? We want the English representative sup-
ported. Would the Conservative Government support
him? The English would do more by spending a few
pounds on propaganda than by spending a million and
a half on increasing the Army of Occupation, when
treason comes to a head. Things are working up now
as they were before the revolution of Arabi Pasha.
“Egypt was marvellously prosperous under the
Cromer régime,”” said the Bey, who speaks English
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fluently, ““and not only in material prosperity. Its
enlightenment progressed by leaps and bounds. There
was a sense of security and permanency. All this has
gone ; the Egyptians say that Gorst is of the mayich—
that he is sent here to avoid trouble, to smooth over diffi-
culties, and to keep up appearances ; and that if he shows
himself diplomatic in this, he is to have his reward in
being made an ambassador in three or four years’ time.”’*

The Bey wants to know ‘“if any of the influential
English have been to Gorst to make forcible representa-
tions upon the way in which things are being ‘let to
slide’ ?”” He wants to know: ‘“ Would Gorst receive
them, and hear what they had to say if they did go?”
He wants to know, “ Why don’t the English residents
in Cairo, with large business interests, concern them-
selves with the propagation of English political interests
as the French and Germans do ? ” He says, ‘“ The Gorst
of to-day is not at all the Gorst I knew from the time
that he came here as a young man while he was climb-
ing up to the post of Financial Adviser.” The impression
he had of Mr. Eldon Gorst was that he was a very firm,
strong man, ‘“ who made it clear that no one should
tread on his tail.” ‘ Now it is very different,” said the
Bey. ‘“ Gorst is always diplomatizing with the Khedive.
His affectation is that all this bother amounts to no more
than polemics and diatribes of the Press. The Press
has nothing to do with it. My countrymen are am-
bitious and want to make the most out of fishing in
troubled waters.” The Bey took an extremely pessi-
mistic view about the Khedive. ¢ The real truth is,”
he said, * that all this bubbling and seething on the face

# Last April the English papers in Egypt published a telegram that Sir Eldon Gorst
had been appointed British Ambassador to Turkey.
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of the waters is due to the fact that the Khedive is
agitating down in the mud. The situation would be
full of risks if the Khedive was capable of running straight
with anybody. If the agitators thought they could trust
the Khedive there would be another Arabi revolution
in no time ; but the Khedive is awfully unreliable, and
money considerations have so much weight with him.
He cares for nothing but saving and making money.
Those who know him best all tell you this. There is
any amount of intriguing going on, and the Khedive is
at the bottom of the bubble. But,” continued the Bey,
“ 1 do not like the policy of the English in Egypt. They
have wobbled so that their prestige is gone. Another
great element of insecurity is allowing the cleavage
between the minority and the majority to be one of
religion. The majority are Moslem and the Christians
are in the minority ; I am a Moslem myself, but I am
a follower of Sheikh Mohammed Abdou, the late Grand
Mufti, and I know that nearly all the enlightened people
are in this minority, and that the religious cleavage is
not the right one.”

When I asked him the causes of the Nationalist
trouble, he said : “ There are two things at the bottom
of it all—the intrigues with the Khedive, who thinks
he can use Nationalism as a lever to oust the English,
and the foolish agitation of people in London, who
know nothing about the true state of things. But for
the agitators in London there would be nothing of the
kind in Cairo—the harm is done by that mischievous,
irresponsible, and really wicked group in the English
House of Commons who use Egypt to advertise them-
selves. I do not like your Little Englanders. Why are
they so anxious to damage British prestige in every
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possible way ? I think they hate and detest the idea
of prestige; I think they hate the very word prestige.
Is it that they have an honest craze for wishing the pro-
letariat of every country to run the affairs of that country
on socialistic lines ? Are they honest in desiring that
Egypt should be run by the proletariat of Egypt? In
any case, they do not understand whither it leads.
Arabi’s revolution began in just the same way. They
do not know that the millions of Egypt are incapable of
being an electorate; that they have not sufficient
understanding to be electors. They do not realize
the slackness of the Egyptian, how incapable he is of
carrying out anything except the simple agricultural
operations of the fellahin, like working shaddfs. The
mass of the Egyptians, the hard-working people like the
fellahin, who are the backbone of the country, do not
understand politics or care for them. The one question
which they do understand is that which these Nationalists
are clever enough to put to them—‘ Are you,a Moslem,
willing to be ruled by Christians ? Are you, a Moslem,
not aware that the Koran forbids you to be loyal to
people of other faiths or to be governed by them ?’
Nationalism has only reality, has only strength, when it
is Islamism under another name; for the rest the
Nationalist movement is simply a pot-hunting move-
ment, conducted by men who are dismissed officials
belonging to the old corrupt order of things, ex-rebels,
and the like, or men who are eager for the spoils of
office, and think that under Nationalist administration
they would hold offices in which they could make a
lot of money by extorting bribes. Or else they are am-
bitious journalists who see a great career for themselves
in preaching Nationalist propaganda, and in fanning
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Moslem fanaticism. I am a Moslem myself,and I tell
you this because I want to see the Egyptian Moslem
like the Indian Moslem. But I am in despair about the
present English Government. Its attitude is simply
suicidal ; it wishes to let things drift, and drift, and
drift unless something happens that absolutely forces
it to act. If the English want to leave Egypt and leave
soon, they should say so, instead of allowing the loyal
people in Egypt to support them and throw in their
lot with them and depend on them. When the English
go we shall be persecuted for trusting the English, and
being loyal to England. My countrymen do not want
rights ; they want moral victories over the English, about
which they can brag.

“Do the Egyptian Parliamentary group in your
House of Commons know that the Egyptians say that
they have received Persian carpets, costly silks, and other
treasures as bakshish to do what they do in Parliament ?”’

I asked him if he agreed with Lord Cromer that
Nationalism is really Islamism under another name. ‘It
is,” he replied. ‘‘ You must remember that for thirteen
hundred years before the English came, the Moham-
medans had been rulers of Egypt. But that is not the
real reason why they wish to get rid of the English. The
real reason is that they would endure anything rather
than be ruled by Christians. You can easily test them
by asking, ‘ Supposing that the English were Moslem,
what would you say of their administration and the
occupation by their troops ?’ There would only be one
answer. Though Europeanized Egyptians would use
patriotism, or some other convenient term, they would
mean the same. Moslemism is a kind of freemasonry
between all who profess it. Moslem who come from
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abroad are welcomed by the Egyptians as if they were
their fellow-countrymen. Pan-Islamism is their poli-
tics. When they use the word National or Egyptian,
they mean Moslem. I am obliged to confess that Na-
tionalism is Islamism. If it were not, why is there no
room for the Copt in Egypt? The Copts are the
Ancient Egyptians; they have far more right to call
themselves Egyptians than the Arabs have. When the
English came to Egypt my co-religionists were afraid
that they would be ‘ out of it.” It was quite right of the
English to take pains to dispel this idea, but they have
gone too far. No Christian need hope for a public
career in Egypt. And a good many posts such as heads
of tribunals are confined to Mohammedans ; therefore
the Moslem litigants think they have an advantage.”

I asked him if the present undesirable state of
affairs was due to mistakes made by the English. He
raised his eyebrows. ‘ Of course it is. They do not
understand that force and might are admired, above all
things, here as they are elsewhere in the East. The Eng-
lish, in their anxiety to be just and respect the rights of
others, are over-delicate. The Egyptians take this for
nothing but weakness. Lord Cromer had much more
sagacity than the ordinary Englishman; whenever he
saw a movement in progress, he was always careful not
to encourage it, and as soon as a plant showed too great
signs of growth he lopped it off. If you want to teach
boys, the first thing to do is to have them obey. It is
just the same in ruling a people, especially in the Orient.
Under Lord Cromer Egypt became like a European
country. It became the market for all the other Eastern
countries which had not such a good government.

“ But perfect liberty is not good. Egypt is a
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country accustomed to be ruled by oppression, and was
not ready for the concessions of your English Socialists ;
it was not ready for European tribunals and privileges.
Public security is one of the worst features of Egypt.
It is really very bad in the Delta. We want some of
‘Lord Cromer’s high-handedness,” of which the Na-
tionalists used to complain so much. The complaints
must have reached England, for all the native papers
are saying that Sir Eldon Gorst came here with orders
to work in cordiality and harmony with the Khedive—
to prove that the Khedive is the real master—and he
only an adviser. Mohammed Bey Ferid, the new leader
of the Nationalists, warns the Khedive that this is a trap
—a new crime of England.

““ The Nationalists are perfectly irreconcilable. If
the British Consul is autocratic, it is infamous, it is in-
sulting to the Khedive and all that sort of thing. If he
does everything through the Khedive, he is laying traps
for him. So far as the public is concerned Gorst does
not exist—he keeps quiet.

‘““ The other day I heard some fellahin talking to a
certain Pasha who was very prominent in the Khedive
Ismail’'s time. They said: ¢ Pasha, we hear that the
English are going. Is that so?’ ‘I don’t know.’
‘ Well, if they do, you’ll be using your courbash again
on us.” ‘Yes, I suppose so.””

‘ What about all this outcry for education ? "’ I asked
the Bey. ‘Is it true that there are seven millions of
money lying idle in the treasury and that the English
will hardly allow three hundred thousand pounds to be
spent on education ? ”’

‘“ Artin Pasha has the University in hand,” he
replied. ‘““He is an Armenian, but born here. He
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used to be Minister of Public Instruction—he was
removed because Lord Cromer thought it desirable to put
a native and a Moslem in his place. You are wrong about
the seven million pounds. It is true that there was
that amount of money when the international re-
strictions were withdrawn, but I don’t think that there
are much above two million pounds of it left. Besides,
the real amount of money spent upon education is much
more like five hundred thousand pounds than three hun-
dred thousand pounds. And there are so many things
upon which we have to spend money if we wish to be
considered a civilized country. We have hardly any-
where the proper buildings for the Mamirs ; or tribunals;
or barracks for the soldiers; or stables for the police
horses. What are you to do with all these employees ?
Make them wait till the people are educated ?

‘ Besides,” he cried, warming to his subject, ‘“ what
is this education for which the Nationalist Press is
clamouring ? I know that over ninety per cent. of our
people are illiterate, but the Nationalists don’t want
them more educated lest they should lose their influence.
They would rather keep them ignorant so that they can
make them vote like a machine when we get an Egyptian
Parliament.”

“1 have heard a good deal of talk about education
with El-Azhar as its apex,” I said.

“1 know that,” he replied. ‘ Oh, they talk about
education being given in Arabic; but there are no text-
books in Arabic. They cannot want education for
itself or they would wish to study science in the best
text-books. It is all nonsense—this teaching higher
subjects in Arabic. There are no books to teach with.
The question is, what kind of education is the country
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to have—primary or higher. High colleges and uni-
versities educate the few—and leave the ninety per cent.
illiterate.”

I asked him if the clamour for education simply meant
a clamour for increased facilities to go in for the secon-
dary certificates which carry a right to demand a clerk-
ship in a Government office at a certain salary. He
laughed. *“ All Egyptians want education to get Govern-
ment posts,”’ he said.

‘“If you turn out so many, can the Government use
‘hem all ? ”’ T asked.

“ They do not all want to be clerks,” he said. “ Some
mean to be doctors and lawyers, but the fellah with
Kismet in his mind does not care for doctors. We are
at our wits’ end to know what is to be done with all the
doctors that are made. Government can only take a
certain number, and the others cannot make much of a
living. There are a terrible lot of lawyers, too—Govern-
ment takes a certain number of them—the rest open
offices in which much more treason is discussed than
business.”” Then he brightened up. ‘ But we have one
really flourishing educational institution—the School of
Agriculture. It cannot accommodate all the would-be
pupils. And this really ought to be encouraged;
more money should be spent on it, and every heir to a
landed proprietor ought to study there; there are un-
limited openings in this direction. But even the Poly-
technique, where engineers are produced, may be over-
done, though the Government can employ a good many
of them.”

His face soon resumed its sardonic expression.
‘‘ The people who are screaming for education are them-
selves uneducated ; they believe that when they are
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educated there will be hardly any crime left in Egypt.
They never say a good word about an Englishman for
fear of being considered disloyal to the cause.”

Then he began to be candid about the English.
‘ The great fault of the English,” he said, “is that they
don’t mix enough with people. They don’t make
friends; they always try to discourage people from
making friends with natives. The Egyptians say,
‘ These English are unbearable—they seem to despise
us.” When we get a man that we can get on with like
Owen Bey, they have not the sense to keep him here.
Men of that stamp are necessary ; young men are apt
to be so overbearing. Here is an example. I knew an
old country Sheikh who owned two thousand feddans
or more of cotton lands. Think of the income that this
represents. Perhaps you don’t know what grand old
men these landowners can be. I assure you that he was
magnificent. He wished to see the Sub-Inspector of
Irrigation. He found him harder to see than the
Khedive. The Sub-Inspector was talking to another
young Englishman when his servant brought the message
that Sheikh Mohammed Ali wished to see him about some
point in connection with his water-supply. ‘Tell him
I'm engaged, and ask him to write this application,’
said the Sub-Inspector. But the Sheikh could not
write. These people often cannot. ‘Then ask him to
wait.” The great landowner was kept waiting for two
hours while the Sub-Inspector talked to his friend—
about sport, I suppose. He merely did not want to be
bothered. This want of sympathy is very injurious to
the interests of England. As a lover of England I tell
you this. If the English are to keep Egypt they need
friends. They must make them. Do they try ? They
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seem to me to try more to despise and trample on every-
body. Here is an example. I went for a voyage on
a P. and O. steamer. There were ninety-five Egyptians
on board. Two dinners were arranged. The steward
said that the English wished to dine alone. We thought
it most insulting that this should be done through a
steward. He was not content with this. He made
Hindoo waiters wait on Egyptians and other non-Euro-
peans, and English waiters on the English. The
Egyptians were to dine at seven o’clock, because the
English wished to dine at eight o’clock. There were two
breakfasts, one at eight o’clock and one at nine o’clock.
Some Egyptians were down early. They were told that
they could not have their breakfast till nine o’clock,
because the English preferred the eight o’clock break-
fast. I did not want my breakfast till nine o’clock,
because I had lately had a cup of tea in my cabin. But
the insolence of the servant made my blood boil. And
also the want of tact of the English passengers in not
insisting that the steward should serve the Egyptians
also.

“I called the steward and told him that he was only
a servant—and if he did not bring breakfast for me and
the other Egyptians at once I would go straight to the
captain and report him. Unfortunately the man knew.
that I was a large importer whom the captain would not
care to offend ; so he obeyed me without a word. I was
longing for him to disobey so that I might make an
example of him. Then I told the Egyptians that it was
not so much his fault as theirs, for not knowing their
rights.

“They would not go to the captain, but kept on
grumbling, and hating the English all the while, and
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I repeat that it was a deplorable want of tact in the
English who lived here in Egypt not to have interfered.
Our rulers ought to show us politeness, even if the
officers of a steamer do not. It is the prevailing idea
that Egyptians do not want to see a big man in Egypt.
The English have not tried to make themselves any
friends in Egypt, so they have none.”

“Is it true, do you think, that if the English were
to leave Egypt, things would be in Turkish (.., Egyptian-
Turkish) hands again, as they were in the days before
the occupation ? "

“I think so. I like them personally, though I am
an Egyptian. As I have influence with journals because
I am a great advertiser, and a man who can use my pen,
my interests would be better served by the Turks
than by the English, though it would not be so good for
my descendants. If I wrote and talked on behalf of the
Turks as I have for twenty years on behalf of the English,
they would do anything for me. If I thought the
Turks would serve Egypt like the English, I would not
hesitate a minute—if I could only find the least guarantee
for that I should be the first to back them up.”

‘*“ The Nationalist Press says that it is in the interest
of the English to keep the Egyptians uneducated,
and that is why more money is not voted for education.
Is this true ? ”’ I asked.

““Could anything be more absurd ? It is in their
own interest. For if the people were educated nobody
would listen to the nonsense they talk. And if all
Egyptians were educated the country would produce
four times as much cotton. And it is England who sells
us sixty-five per cent. of our imports. But if you made
the Education budget two millions a year the Nationalists
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would go on clamouring. The people of Egypt are an
agricultural people. Education is not the thing they
want most ; the first thing to give them is water ; with
water the land that is now waste can be cultivated. To
make more water we have only to make fresh reservoirs,
as plenty of water is wasted in the Upper Nile—is this to
wait for education ? Government needs more people
to do its work and more engines—more agricultural
machinery—more men who know how to work it—more
railways to transport the produce. Is this to wait for
education ? ”

The pity is that capable Egyptians like the Bey so
seldom take any interest in politics. They generally
try and forget that they are Egyptians.



A PRIVATE AUDIENCE WITH THE KHEDIVE.

I HAD the honour of a private interview with the
Khedive, and valued greatly the opportunity of forming
a personal estimate of the man upon whom so much
depends for the future of Egypt. He left the impression
on me of being highly intelligent as well as royally
simple and gracious. He speaks English excellently,
though I believe that he is even more at home in
French; so conversation was easy.

I had been warned that if I wished to have a private
interview I should very likely have to be content with
quite a short notice. One morning a note came round
from the British Agency, about ten o’clock, to say that
if I could be ready by a quarter-past eleven His High-
ness would receive me.

It was an odd sensation driving through Cairo on
a blazing day of early summer in a top hat and a frock
coat with His Britannic Majesty’s Representative in
Egypt to be presented to the Sovereign of the Country,
the descendant of the old conqueror, Mehemet Ali,
who had carved a kingdom for himself out of the de-
caying Turkish Empire, and would, but for the inter-
ference of the European Powers, have ended his days
as Capturer of Constantinople and Sultan of Turkey;
which might have hurried on the events of the present
summer in Turkey considerably.

64
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The Khedive has few of the traits of his ancestor ;
he is not a tall man. His dignifiedness is inborn rather
than due to anything in his personal appearance—
indeed, with his fair complexion, blue eyes and reddish
hair, His Highness looks more like a German than an
Egyptian.

On the way to the Abdin Palace, where the Khedive
resides, Sir Eldon smilingly reminded me of the three
don’ts of etiquette for these occasions. I was not
to take my umbrella in with me, because an umbrella
is a stick, and a stick is a weapon ; I was not to cross
my legs during the audience, because that would be a
breach of Court rules; and I was not to touch upon
politics, though he assured me that the Khedive would
be quite willing to talk of the condition of the country
in any other way.

On arriving at the Palace we were received by
Count The staircase was a fine one. It and
the entrance hall would have struck me as belonging
to an Italian palace, if it had not been for the presence
of the Khedivial Guard of tall negroes in light blue
uniforms, who lined the hall and presented arms as
we passed up. At the top of the staircase we moved
across a wide and softly-carpeted landing, and were
just about to enter a room in the corner when His
Highness came out, and with very pleasant tones and
smile said, without waiting for Sir Eldon to remind
him of my name, “ How do you do, Mr. Sladen ?
Come in.” At the same time he shook hands heartily,
and then led the way to the far end of his drawing-room,
where we sat in an angle facing each other as one does
when one is being received by a Cardinal. He motioned
me into a chair just across the angle from him on his

5
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right hand, Sir Eldon sitting close by him. They gave
me the idea of having a genuine liking and respect
for each other, which is rather borne out by the recent
trend of politics in Egypt.

“How do you like my Khamsin?” said the
Khedive.

I explained that it did not trouble me as I had lived
in countries where hot winds were common.

‘“ Have you been long in Egypt ? ”

‘““ About six months.”

“ That is indeed a compliment. I hope you have
had a pleasant stay.”

I was able to tell him honestly that I had enjoyed
myself extremely.

“1I hear you have been in the Sudan, too. I am
always glad when people go all over the country.”

I told him that I had been to the Kharga Oasis
and all over the Fayyum as well.

“I have not been to Kharga, though people are
beginning to take a good deal of interest in it. Tell me,
what did you think of it ? ”’

I said that it was not my idea of an oasis half so
much as Marg just outside Cairo, and that at present
the chief feature of it seemed to be the conversion of
the desert into corn-fields, by aid of the enormous
quantities of water which gushed up from the artesian
wells, and had made quite a lake near the town of
Kharga. I told him that it looked to me as if it had
the makings of another Fayyum.

“I do not know the Fayyum well. I have been
to the capital, but I have not seen anything else. The
inhabitants are among the most troublesome of my
subjects—there is much Bedawin blood in them.”
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I asked if the Fayyum were not the richest part of
his dominions.

“No, the Delta. And the odd thing is that there
is even more crime there.”

I asked what that was due to.

“Two causes. Partly because the Delta people
are much cleverer than most Egyptians, partly because
they are addicted to vendettas. It was also a notice-
able thing in Egypt,” he added, “ that when people grew
rich they began to intrigue.”

I had heard this before from the Governor of
Damietta, a sardonic old gentleman, for when I asked
him why people should intrigue because they were
beginning to get better off, he replied that an Egyptian
liked to intrigue when he had enough brains, but that
while he was poor he had not the proper opportunities.

The Khedive then proceeded to tell me a very interest-
ing vendetta story about a man whose pretty wife the
Omdeh had taken from him and who was fifteen years
waiting for the opportunity of revenging himself on
the Omdeh without the risk of failure. The Egyptian
never risks a failure in such matters. He may be almost
in the act of striking the blow. If things do not go quite
as he calculated he will hold his hand and go on biding
his time. This man waited fifteen years and then went
into the Omdeh’s house during Ramadan, when every-
one keeps open house, and killed him. The Khedive
told me that the murderer walked to the gallows with
calm, fatalistic, Oriental courage, though he was seventy-
five years old. He added with- engaging frankness
that there was more crime than want in Egypt.

The Khedive was very much interested to hear the
differences which had struck me between the Egyptian

5*
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and Tunisian Arabs. He seemed genuinely gratified
to hear that in everyday life, in the matter of allowing
Christians to go into their houses, and their mosques,
and of allowing themselves to be photographed, his
Arabs were so much more civilized. He asked me many
questions about Tunis and the Tunisian Arabs. From
this the conversation drifted to the Return of the
Mahmal, the sacred palanquin in which the Holy Carpet
is taken to Mecca. Hearing that I was waiting in Cairo
to see it, he told me that it had just reached Tor, and
the days and hours at which it might be expected to
arrive at subsequent points with as much minuteness
as if he had been a clerk in the office which has to
attend to it. He then asked me some questions about
Japan, concerning which he said he knew nothing.

These details may seem trifling, but the conversation
served to show me the openness of his mind and the
general interest he took in things. It will be natural
for readers to say this is all very well, but what are the
Khedive’s intentions ? How much real power has he?
Both are difficult questions to answer, though a good
deal of light may be thrown on them. Other and more
direct questions suggest themselves. Does the Khedive
support the Nationalists ? Is he contemplating any
move against the continuance of the English occupation ?

He has been suspected of sympathies with the
Nationalists for some time. It has often been said
that but for his secret support the Nationalist movement
would have collapsed. It has also been said that his
wavering as to which section of the Nationalists he would
support, the Extremists, or the Moderates, or the Third
Party, has prevented either of them from becoming
very powerful.
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On the face of things, it would be perfectly natural
for the Khedive to have Nationalist sympathies if he
could be sure that the object of the movement was to
make him the real Sovereign of Egypt, with a merely
nominal dependence on Turkey and with no foreigner
interfering in the administration of his country.

He could hardly be blamed for it. For the same
reason it is difficult to blame him for keeping in touch
with the various sections of Nationalists and throwing
them the requisite sops. He has been accused of in-
gratitude and disloyalty to the English, who allowed
him to become the Khedive, when a word from them
would have prevented it, in listening to the Nationalists
at all. But it must be remembered that he is the
monarch of an Oriental kingdom, where audi alteram
partem is the motto in a different signification from that
in which we understand it, and he may have been merely
Machiavellian or Elizabethan in keeping in touch with
them. He would, of course, like to be an independent
Sovereign ; that is natural. It is only human for him
not to be averse to any means that would achieve that
end.

His sympathies are one matter, his intentions are
another; and in this connection it must be remembered
that the Khedive is a highly intelligent man and a gener-
ally enlightened ruler. There are two good reasons why
he should be unwilling to support any forward move-
ment on the part of the Nationalists. In the first place,
he has done what the wealthy Egyptians who support
the Nationalists have shown very clearly their intention
of not doing. He has invested his money freely in the
improvement of his lands, whereas they are careful to
keep their money in hard cash or foreign banks, so that
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in case the Nationalist revolution succeeded (with the
necessary consequence of making Egypt immediately
bankrupt), their pockets would not suffer.

In the second place, the Khedive makes no secret of
his opinion that the only Moslem in Egypt capable of
holding positions of responsibility are the Egyptian-
Turks, whereas the leaders of the Nationalists have as
their great aim the securing of the spoils of office for
the non-Turkish Egyptians.

If the Khedive hopes to get rid of his English mentors,
he would intend to put in their places the Egyptian-
Turks of his entourage, while the Nationalists of all
classes are supposed to have opposing ambitions. As
the movement is really an Islamic agitation and directed
against the presence, or, at any rate, the power, of Chris-
tians in Egypt, they often in their diatribes speak and
write as if the Turks and Egyptians were one and the
same thing, but that is only a preliminary for getting
rid of the English. It may be taken generally that
the Khedive, if he wishes the English out of the country,
would like to have Egyptian-Turks for his adminis-
trators, and that the Nationalists generally are the
descendants of the revolution of Arabi, which was a
revolution of the Egyptian proper against the Egyptian-
Turk. There is a further aspect of the question. The
Khedive is said to doubt the loyalty of the Nationalists
to his dynasty in case the English were induced to
withdraw from Egypt. It is thought that though he
may wish for more independence as ruler of Egypt,
he would prefer to see the occupation of Egypt by an
English army indefinitely continued rather than run
the risk of a further revolution directed against himself.

The dispassionate observer of politics in Egypt is
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inclined to the view that, though it is only human for
the Khedive to dream dreams, he is far too intelligent
not to know that if the Nationalists got control of Egypt,
national bankruptcy would follow immediately, and
that he is too patriotic to allow Egypt to be plunged
back into chaos for the sake of gratifying the national
. vanity. His relations with the British Agency are
considered to be really cordial.

There remains a yet further aspect of the case to
be considered. Can the Khedive control the forces
of Pan-Islamic agitation which are exerting themselves,
not only in Egypt, but all over North Africa? Lord
Cromer, whose experience of the country is unrivalled,
. thinks that, though the Pan-Islamic agitation is very
serious indeed, it would be prevented from achieving its
ends by the inability of the Moslem to act with unison
and with vigour, which he attributes to the organic defects
of their creed. But he is careful only to prophesy that
the revolution will not succeed; he would be the last
to prophesy that the Nationalists in Egypt and the
more savage and primitive Pan-Islamists of the Sahara
will not blunder into a devastating outbreak.

A question I have constantly before me since I
returned to England is: “ How much power has the
Khedive ?” The Khedive, like the King of England,
has a great deal more power than the Constitution gives
him. In theory his relations to the British Agent in
Egypt are not unlike those of our own Sovereign to his
Prime Minister.

The Khedive has an actual Prime Minister who sets
all Egyptians the example of honestly and honourably
doing his duty, both to his Sovereign and to the English;
but it is the British Agent,and not he, who docs the
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ordinary work of a Prime Minister. At present I imagine
the relations between the Khedive and him are almost
identical in theory and practice. The Khedive acts
upon his advice, and the Khedive’s wishes receive his
utmost consideration.

The strength of the Khedive lies in his influence
over his people—and this is all the more remarkable
because his name is very little mentioned in the revo-
lutionary gossip of the cafés and only used as a catspaw
in the vapourings of the Nationalist newspapers.

But a word from him can set an agitation going or
stop it. When the Nationalist crusade against Mr.
Dunlop, the unpopular adviser to the Minister of Edu-
cation, was at its height, a hint from the Khedive
ended it.



EDUCATION IN EGYPT.

THERE is no question in Egypt more important than
that of education, except the necessity of the English
Occupation. To hear the Egyptian talk, you would
imagine that his one desire was to improve his mind,
to raise himself to the equal of highly-educated Euro-
peans. As a matter of fact, the Egyptian has no mind.
Certain superficial notions and effects of civilization
he assimilates—no coloured man imitates the collars
of Englishmen so accurately ; but in intellectual capacity
and moral adaptability he is not a white man. He
considers that the Government ought to spend large
sums on establishing Egyptian Oxfords and Cam-
bridges. What would be the use? The Universities
would be empty, if the matriculation was not a farce.
If that difficulty were removed, what would happen ?
The Egyptian boy is not a sportsman; he is not even
truthful. A body of young Egyptians would be
absolutely incapable of the self-government, in
accordance with honourable tradition, which is carried
on by the undergraduates of Oxford and Cambridge,
and constitutes a training, in the opinion of many
people, more important than the education in Latin
or Greek or mathematics for which boys are nominally
sent to the English Universities. They would be even
less fit to profit by the education, for education in Egypt
73
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is at a ridiculously low ebb for a country which has
enjoyed French teaching for so large a portion of a
century.

I made many inquiries while I was in Egypt of men
engaged in teaching in the higher schools in Cairo which
will have to provide the undergraduates for these
Universities when they are formed. Their opinions
all tallied in substance with the carefully written opinion
which one of their number had prepared and has per-
mitted me to reproduce. I cannot divulge his name,
for fear of his incurring odium by his absolute truthful-

ness, but I take this opportunity of tendering him my
best thanks.

SoME NoOTEsS ON Crass TEACHING AND RESULTS AS
ILLUSTRATED BY THE GOVERNMENT EXAMINATIONS.

In actual class-work, and in all the different
examinations of the different years and schools belong-
ing to the Egyptian Government, certain faults were
found which presented the same general features. It
is surprising how little individuality is shown in mistakes
and how much they tend to split up in well-defined
groups. It is therefore worth while to collect them
and to consider their causes and possible cure. The
causes tend to fall into three main divisions, although
it is dangerous to adhere too rigidly to a tentative
classification of what is really a complex subject. The
divisions are :—

I. Age. (a) Reproduction of sentences. To the fact
that most of the boys in the Primary Schools and
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First Year are young may be ascribed their in-
ability to understand or retain mentally more than
very short sentences. This is seen in dictation,
where they find it very difficult to reproduce more
than a few words at a time.

(b) Carelessmess in writing, e.g., leaving out
words which are vital to sense in composition or
dictation ; omitting final letters of words; con-
fusion of words.

(¢) Total ignorance of everything, except gram-
matical formule. The complete self-confidence
which comes from such ignorance is striking.

These characteristics and omissions are common
more or less to all boys, and so are neither surprising
nor beyond hope.

II. Teaching. (a) Mistakes learnt in the Primary
Schools, due to the peculiarities of the Effendi
English, with which, in a short time, we shall
probably be plagued in public. A mistake learned
in the Primary Schools is never forgotten. The
importance of this fact for the teaching in Primary
Schools is obvious, especially as the boys trust
their own Effendis to a much greater extent than
anyone else. The sort of sentences one meets are
these: “I dress my clothes,” “I have a very
good health,” ‘“ We take a tramway and it was a
very beautiful scenary (sic).”

(b) Hazy or wrong ideas (if any), gathered from
general or indefinite discourses by an English teacher
talking beyond the comprehension of his class. It
is difficult to realize how little the most glib boy
in the school really understands.
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III. Racial Characteristics. (a) First and foremost, we

are confronted with the fact that the average
Egyptian has no wish to know or understand any-
thing per se. He has not the adventuring or in-
quiring mind ; he simply does not care. On the
other hand, he is extremely keen to satisfy teachers
and examiners, and dulness is no dulness to him,
for he neither wishes, nor, to his mind, gets, reason ;
only things to learn in order to answer questions
which will be set. Therefore, we find great readi-
ness to learn by heart, and no attempt to grasp the
meaning. Hence foolish mistakes in dictation.

(b) A fatal facilsty for grasping the polluted end
of the wand. If anything is left to themselves, the
boys are sure to muddle it.

(¢) Moral cowardice. This is the besetting,
ineradicable fault of the Egyptian character. When
dealing with the Egyptian schoolboy, we must
remember that there is no meanness of which he
is incapable. Every quality contained in the words
‘““ sneak,” ‘ liar,” “snob” and * crib’’ are his, and
he glories in them when glozed over by more
euphonious names. A boy will deny on oath that
he is doing a thing, even in the act, and when he
knows that the accuser is watching him; it is a
force of habit. Taking a mean advantage is to
him commendable strategy. An English schoolboy
does not parade his morals and his psychological
nomenclature is limited; his feeling, however,
is very strong and definite; a sneak is a moral
coward, especially one who takes a mean advantage.
All Egyptian schoolboys are sneaks. There is
nothing which an English boy loathes so much.
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In work, these qualities are shown in two ways :

(1) By utter helplessness in face of two
alternative lines of conduct.

(2) By extreme anxiety to ‘ justify himself ”
behind the letter of the law when it obviously
does not apply.

(3) By making difficulties where none exist.

(4) By every kind of cribbing conducted with
the accumulated skill of centuries.

(@) Lack of sense of proportion. Genius has been
defined as an infinite capacity for taking pains. If
this were so, a genius might arise in Egypt, for the
Egyptians are splendid workers. But taking pains
is not in itself enough; one must be able to dis-
tinguish between what is important and what is
not. To observe, select, deduce. That is where
the Egyptian fails. If an Effendi is coaching a
European in Arabic ; if a boy is set to read a rather
discursive book on a simple subject ; if a rule in
a code must be drawn up and enforced; in all
these and similar cases, no attempt is made or
dreamed of to distinguish between the vital, the
illustrative and the superfluous. The teacher must
always, therefore, be on his guard, when confronted
with a lengthy syllabus and limited time, not to
ramble, but to dictate essentials. For this fault
shows itself by waste of time over unimportant
points.

(e) Learning by heart withowt understanding, and
using vain repetitions as the heathen do. This
is, from the educational point of view, the most
serious fault of all. It is the root of many of the
worst faults in grammar and composition.



78

EGYPT AND THE ENGLISH.

(1) In grammar, rules are learnt by heart
and examples are quoted so glibly that it is
often difficult to realize that the words convey
no meaning. Time after time, in both Primary
and Secondary examinations for the certificates,
boys were found to have no idea of what common
grammatical terms really meant—when they
were required to illustrate or explain them, eg.,
what is a concessive clause ?

The spelling also is often faulty.

(2) In dictation. The same tendency to sound
without sense is responsible for much of the bad-
ness in spelling. To quote the Report: * The
great majority of mistakes were due rather to
ignorance of the meaning of English words and
phrases than to weakness in spelling. It should
be remembered by teachers that the dictation
exercise contains a large unconscious element of
composition, and that it is impossible to write
even a simple passage correctly without the words.
It is for this reason that the piece is read as a
whole as well as dictated in phrases.” The fol-
lowing are specimens taken from the papers, of
mistakes due to the mere mechanical exercise of
the ear, eye and hand, the intelligence being
evidently dormant :

A beach of dazzling quietness (not sense).

A beach of dazzling quiteness (not English).

Plung or blung up in clouds of spray (not

English).
Clung up in clouds of spray (not sense).
Covered with dutiful trees (nonsense.)
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To correct these mistakes, lessons in the reproduction
of passages read aloud and practice in writing passages
dictated in sentences will be useful.

(f) Inability to leave a difficulty and return to it,
be it only a word. This is an irritating peculiarity
which arises out of the lack of sense of proportion.
If a boy meets a difficult word in a reading lesson
he will pay no further attention to what follows ;
he ceases to take interest in it. This might be a
virtue, but in class work it becomes a nuisance.
While in an examination it causes much waste of
time.

Of these faults, those which are due to faulty teach-
ing, vagueness or lack of information may be remedied.
Those which lie deep in the character of the people (and
the same can be seen in hieroglyphic compositions) may
be corrected, but not cured. In other words, in Egypt
instruction is more than usually easy and profitable ;
education more than usually difficult, and the line be-
tween them more sharply drawn than elsewhere. It
may seem that these notes are unduly severe on the
Egyptian. They are not intended to do more than to
point out the features in which he presents the most
striking contrast to the English boy, and to notice the
scholastic errors into which he is most likely to fall.

In no sense of the word is he a sportsman, however
proficient he may become at games ; nor can he assume
nor appreciate the qualities of an English gentleman.
But he has merits. He is very hard-working, docile,
and in certain limits intelligent ; he is genuinely polite,
and, under strict supervision, can develop into a model
clerk—reliable and able. And clerks are needed.
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In conclusion, I cannot help remembering the mag-
nificent old men who are to be found among the country
landowners. It is difficult to think that their sons,
though half-Europeanized outwardly, can be wholly
degenerate.

That this Report did not exaggerate the short-
comings of the Egyptian boy was made abundantly
clear to me by a perusal of all the Essays written on
two subjects in one of the higher classes in one of the
three great schools. The class included, indeed, a
married man of twenty-five. I found the essays equally
deficient in spelling, grammar, knowledge and sense.

Besides the letters, the master gave me a manuscript
newspaper of seven closely-written folio pages, which
a boy in his class brought out every day. It consisted
of geography, parsing, useful notes, grammar, ‘ The
British History,” ‘‘ Local News,” and ‘‘ Miscellaneous
Works.” There was no nonsense in this newspaper,
which was chiefly copied out of primers with a few
telegrams from the daily journals. But one feels
inclined to weep over the misspent industry of this
prodigious effort. The boy must have been so keen
and eager.

Contrast with this the despairing declaration of his
master : ‘“ It is impossible to live happily in Egypt, if
you take any interest in your work. You must treat
it simply as a means of getting your living.”

So far I have dealt chiefly with the intellectual side
of the Egyptian schoolboy—if the term is not a mis-
nomer. I often talked with the English masters of the
great Secondary Schools, of which there are three in
Cairo and one in Alexandria, about the moral and phy-
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sical sides of the Egyptian schoolboy, and the sum-
total of what they had to say in his favour was extremely
small. It amounted to little more than this—that,
unless he is rebelling at the time, he is cheerful and
desires to please, and that he is ambitious in the matter
of marks. But this ambition is discounted by the fact
that he would much rather earn the marks by cheating
than by working. So incorrigible is he, that in one of
the three schools they have abolished marks altogether,
except at the examinations which are held every three
months. Egyptian boys are appalling cheats; their
code upon the subject is so low that the boy who gets
a prize by cheating is very much admired.

In the Sudan it is said that boys are as interested in
their work as English boys are interested in their games.
This is not the case in Egypt. The Egyptian boys wel-
come the idea of a rest always. In Ramadan they do
less work than ever. They consider it an excuse for
getting off punishments ; and it is easier to make excuses
for them than usual, for they have no lunch during
Ramadan ; they are allowed to come to school an hour
later instead. They have two Bairam holidays of a
week each.

All the English masters are agreed that it was a great
mistake to abolish caning. They say that Egyptian
boys are such cowards that if one boy were caned the
news would go through all the schools and there would
be no more trouble.

I was told many anecdotes, illustrating the softness
of the Egyptian boy. The Egyptian boys do not fight.
They are generally content to spit at each other or kick
each other from behind as they sit at their desks.
‘“Sir,” said an Egyptian boy to a blue-eyed young

6
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English giant who was his master, ‘ Mohammed Ali
spat at me.” “ Sir, Abdul Hamed spat at me.” * Sir,
they both fell on me.” Sometimes they spit on the
floor instead. The giant told a boy, who had spat on
the floor, sternly to wipe it up. The boy was in such
ablue funk that he knelt down and licked it up. *Sir,”
said another boy to the giant, “ I cannot sit in my place.”
“ But why can’t you sit in your place ? "’ * Sir, because
Mohammed Ahmed is kicking me.” ‘ But you are
bigger and stronger than he is. After school walk up and
catch him a bang on the ear.” “ Sir, I cannot do that,
it would not be polite.”” The giant tried ridicule,
knowing how sensitive Egyptians are about ridicule.
The victim spread out his hands. ‘‘ Sir, he looks fierce
at me and I am afraid from him "’ (sic).

The Egyptian way of fighting is to seize the other
boy’s hands and ram your head into his face. They
never do fight properly, but the giant told me that he
had seen blood streaming from a face after one ram
of the thick Egyptian head.

After this one is not surprised to hear that the
Egyptian excels at Association football. He is really
keen on that, though when it was first introduced he
used to get behind a tree whenever the ball came near
him. But the chief pleasure he takes even in a football
match is cheating. When Egyptian boys play in a
football match they spend the entire first ten minutes
in fouling to see if it is possible to fool the referee. If a
goal is kicked against them and it is not equalized in
the first five minutes, they lose all heart. They are
very keen upon running and drill. The Egyptians beat
the English at tent-pegging because they do not mind
practising it for ten hours a day. But they do not
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like running races of over a quarter of a mile. “ Sir,
what is the use ?”’ they ask. The giant assured me that
he did not find football any more exhausting in Egypt
than in England, though they often play in a tem-
perature of over sixty degrees. The firm dry ground
and the dry atmosphere make such a difference. When
Mustapha Pasha Kamel, the notorious Nationalist, died,
the Egyptian boy recognized a fine opportunity for
making a demonstration. He is histrionic to the verge of
hysteria. Mustapha Pasha Kamel’s paper, the Al/-Lewa,
suggested that they should give up football for forty days,
but they did not care enough for him for that. They
were content to do without shouting at two big matches.
However, on the day he died the giant’s class came to
him and said—‘ Sir, we cannot work; we have no
mind ; our Father is dead ; Egypt is destroyed,” and
more of the same stuff, until they were overwhelmed
with tears. The giant gave them a new rendering for
res age fugit amor—‘‘ Attend to your work, and regret
ceases.”” That afternoon the Tewfikiyeh and the
Khediviyeh, the two chief schools, were playing a
football match. When they had kept the English
referee half an hour waiting for them to begin, they asked
him to blow the whistle and give them another five
minutes for prayer. He left the field. In another
match they left off playing in the middle and asked
the referee to blow the whistle for prayer.

The Egyptian boy has an unretentive mind. By
1T am. on the day of Mustapha Pasha Kamel’s death
most of them had forgotten all about him till the idea
of having a holiday to see the funeral was started.
Then they were fierce about it; they thought it would

be a great sight.
6*
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Most of them got leave. But one form was kept in
because it had refused to do any work for a week. They
always do this when an English master does not please
them, just as the Italian schoolboy has his strike. The
head master thought it was a good opportunity to see
how high general feeling ran. The Minister of Edu-
cation came to inspect the boys and they complained,
and in a high-handed way, he let them off. He soon had
occasion to rue it, for two days afterwards the same
thing happened again, and the Chairman threatened to
resign. The Minister was not prepared for this, so he
went to the school himself and made the ringleaders
stand out. One of them had already been expelled
from an Alexandrian school under native control for
putting sticks of phosphorus in another boy’s bed.
The Minister of Education, Said Pasha Zegloul, one
of the most capable men in the Cabinet, took the bull
by the horns. “ You must either be expelled at once,”
he said, ““or the first time you offend” ; which was
a characteristically Egyptian way of putting things.
The boys refused to consider either alternative. They
left the class and boo-hooed the Minister. He expelled
one of them at once and punished ten others, whereupon
the whole school boo-hooed him. The boys said that
on the Monday they would assault the masters and
break up the school, so a force of police was sent down.
The giant strongly disapproved of taking the Egyptian
boy seriously. The boys saw it in the same light and
took the appearance of the police as a very high honour.
“Sir,” they said to the giant, ‘“ why is it that there
are police at the gates this morning ?”’ “I'm sure I
don’t know,” he growled. “Sir, I think that it is
because you are afraid from us” (sic). The giant said
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that it would have done much more good to tell them
that they were wasting time, because they pose as
loving their work. »
One day the boys were as grand as if they had won
a boxing championship, for they alleged that a tramway
inspector had come to the head master and said, “ Sir,
the other day, a boy ‘knocked’ a tramway conductor.”
He went round the school to find the boy, but did not,
of course,succeed. The boy had not really ‘“knocked”
the conductor at all—he had forged a season ticket and
had run away when he was caught, but the boys pre-
ferred the fiction that the boy had knocked down the
tramway conductor. “ Sir,”” they said to the giant,
when they were telling him this lie, ‘‘ the Egyptian
boys are very strong.” The French masters in schools
had done nothing to combat this moral slackness. One
of them, who had a particularly bad effect on the boys
by the low “ code "’ into which he allowed them to drift,
was sent away, and an Englishman put in his place. He
wrote a number of letters to the Temps. In the first he
said that he was dismissed because he was compelled
to do what he thought was wrong ; in the second he
said that Mr. Dunlop was trying to kill the French
language for the English; and in the third, he said
that - the English were trying to kill the Free School
idea, as England’s game was to keep the Egyptian un-
educated. The giant said that, although the Egyptian
hated being accused of wasting time, it was very diffi-
cult to do anything with him in the afternoon in the
hot weather. ‘“Sir,” said Mohammed Ahmed, ““ we
always go to sleep all across the desks after lunch in the
Primary Schools in hot weather.” The Egyptian boy
never uses his handkerchief for anything but dusting
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his boots, unless it be to spit into it. He keeps it folded.
He wears a tremendous amount of jewellery : he would
wear a nose-ring if he had the chance, but what he
specially inclines to is a collar and tie of the same colour.
Perhaps he is colour-blind. The country is scourged
with ophthalmia. He has the same difficulty about
hearing ; Egyptians are all deaf or blind. The giant
says, ‘ The boys are harmless. All their rot is what they
see in the papers. I think they are rather sick of it.”

They are the strangest mixture of dignity and want of
honour. On one occasion the giant called them babies.
They all “stood on their hind legs,” as he expressed
it, and said he had insulted their country. But the
boy he sent to report himself to the head master for
some breach of discipline confessed that he had not gone
because he was afraid. To make up for it he wrote a
eulogistic article on Lord Cromer which drew upon him
the wrath of the rest of the school. The same boy, when
the giant got tired of his prevarications and punished
him himself, wrote him a very funny letter, beginning
“ Kind Sir,” which I give at the end of the chapter.
In one of his letters he discussed what an Irishman was.
“Sir,” he asked, ““is it not true that all the English
hate the Irish ?”’ Another time he asked after the death
of Mustapha Pasha Kamel, “Sir, do you think the
people in England will be sorry to hear that our great
hero is dead?” ‘I don’t think they have ever heard
of him,” answered the giant. * Sir, will Lord Cromer
be sorry?” ‘“I am sure that he will if Mustapha
Pasha Kamel was such a fine fellow as you say, for he
knew him.” The boy scored in the counter for this,
for he said: “ Well, if he is not sorry, Mr. Dunlop
will be glad.”
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The Egyptian boys are condemned out of their own
mouths, for their expression for going to the dogs is
‘“ going to work.” The worst feature in the Egyptian, boy
and man, is his utter incapacity to take the smallest
responsibility. “ If you tell an Egyptian to black your
boots,” said the giant, “ he will come to you half an
hour later and ask if you wish to have both of them
blacked.”

The Egyptian boy will and can learn anything by
heart ; the trouble is to prevent this in the use of set
phrases. He can only take in two words of dictation at
a time. Dictation is very difficult to him. You cannot
make him hear, especially where there are three con-
sonants together. He likes mathematics and he loves
wrestling with grammar. The classes in Egyptian
schools are far too large to handle effectively—there are
sometimes forty boys in one—the giant had a father
and son in his form. He said that grandfathers were not
impossible.

Once when the giant had to stand a boy on the form
as a punishment he looked so big and fat that he asked
him, ‘ How old are you ? "’ ‘‘ Twenty-one, sir.”

And here I may give the letter which he received
from the boy he had punished.

“ KIND SIR,

“As I am polite and have not done anything
in all the days that passed from the beginning of the
year, I am very sorry to be punished in these day, * the
day which is called by all the days of the pupils’ plot.
I think that you are quite well knows my conduct.
As this I beg you only to punish me with writing The
Inchape Rock thrice, and please beg the Head-Master
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to throw out the punishment sheet, in which my name
is written, because this is vey (sic) bad for my future,
and if my father know this matter will be angry from
me, then please do what is kind for me,
“ With my best compelements,
“ Your pupil,
““Mos. E. MaHDY.”

The Egyptian boys love the sound of their own
voices. ‘‘ Sir,” they constantly say, ‘“ we would like to
talk.” If they know anything of a subject they put
in a word all the time. If they know nothing you are
sure of a good hearing, though many of them will go
to sleep.

Such is the material out of which the would-be
rulers of Egypt are made. And many of them are only
just out of the chrysalis state.
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THERE are gentlemen in Egypt as in other countries,
and a high-minded Mohammedan gentleman of the old
school is a very fine fellow. But it cannot be denied
that the ordinary Egyptian has the ordinary faults
of hybrids in an inordinate degree. He is a liar, a rogue,
an assassin, as needs be and opportunities arise. As my
informant in my chapter on Education wrote of the
Egyptian boy, “He is in no sense of -the word a
sportsman, however proficient he may be at games;
nor can he assume or appreciate the qualities of an
English gentleman.” As the boy cheats over his work,
so the man cheats over his business. Taking a mean
advantage is, to him, commendable strategy. The
Egyptian has a very bad name in business, though it
may be a little worse than he deserves on account of
the Levantine, who is so difficult to distinguish from
him. They are, of course, absolutely distinct in origin—
the Levantine is a European without a country, a
mongrel of the Levantine ports—the Egyptian is, in
the main, a Mohammedan Copt. But he likes to call
himself an Arab, even if he has not a drop of Arab blood
in his veins, and nothing Arab about him except his
religion. The Arab gentleman is, where his religion
is not concerned, a much easier person to deal with.
89
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He is in reality a man of his word, though he may
not keep his word to pay on a certain date, when a
European merchant or agent gives him credit. It is
so difficult to make it clear to him that if he does not
pay his name will be protested and that he then will
not be able to get any more credit. Even in Turkey
protesting stops credit.

Often if the native has the money, he cannot per-
suade himself to pay it over. He likes to put it off and
off in order to humiliate his creditor. “ Why do you
let him bother you again and again when you have
the money in your pocket? "’ asked an English judge of
a respectable man against whom he had just had to
pronounce judgment. * Sir, it is in my nature.”

Btikra, to-morrow, and still more Bad:i Bilkra,
the day after to-morrow, is the Egyptian’s watchword.
A man who has the money to pay a debt, if he knows
that he will not be taken to court over it, will often rather
squander it than use it for paying. Even this amount
of honour is wholly wanting in the undiluted Egyptian,
who contrives to make a fault of affability itself. Bad
at heart as he is, he hates not to please. You offer
him a thing ; he cannot say no. He declares that what
you offer him is charming. ‘I must certainly do it,”
or, “I must certainly have it.”” But even if he signs
a contract about it he will have no intention of keeping
his bargain unless he is taking advantage of you. He
will lie to any extent to get out of it.

On the first day he invites you to have a cup of coffee
with him and treats the thing as settled. @~ When you
come back on the second day you will find that he
has gone to Alexandria. The Egyptian is a past-master
at hiding his real feelings, and you will not only have



[LEKKJIAN, Cairo.

Photo by]

A Cairo Fountain.

[Facing page go.






THE GUILELESS EGYPTIAN. 91

the fraud of your contractor to deal with. Egypt is
more than usually oppressed by the curse which rages
all over the East—the false witness—who makes it almost
impossible to trace the real culprit. The false witness
is worst of all in cases of feud. As I have said—I
have it on the authority of the Khedive himself—
the vendetta still flourishes in the Delta, and Orientals
commit crimes very secretively—they will wait half a
lifetime to get their revenge without giving their victim
the ghost of a chance.

The Egyptian native has not distinguished himself
much in insurance frauds yet. It is the Levantine who
makes a science of substitution.

The Egyptians hate the Englishman for his manners,
but they respect his integrity.

The employees on the tramways excuse themselves
for cheating over the tickets because they say that,
though the service pays so well, it pays them so badly.
It is a common thing for an Egyptian to tell the tram-
conductor not to give him a ticket, which means that the
conductor can keep the fare for himself. “ You get so
little,” he says, ‘“and the company so much. They
can go to hell.” A friend of mine was asked right out
by the tram conductor, “ Do you want a ticket?”
““Yes,” said my friend, “ I want my ticket and here is
another small piastre ”’ (penny-farthing) ‘ to teach you
to be honest.” I have myself been asked by a tram-
conductor—and often by Egyptians in the tram—for my
tram tickets, which were, of course, going to be used in
defrauding the company. This is done with added zest
because the company belongs to Belgians—presumably
Christians.

It is not so many years ago since it was quite a
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common practice for the Egyptian, when he was going
by train, to give bakshish to the guard and the ticket-
collector instead of taking a ticket.

Doctors see a good deal of the seamy side of
Egyptian life. I had the good fortune to meet a
country doctor who had had a great deal of experience
on the railways, while he was examining recruits, and
he told me some of his experiences.

A man had his thigh broken in a railway accident.
A Coptic assistant-surgeon in a country hospital claimed
the man as a friend on the strength of a mutual ac-
quaintance. He asked if the man might be discharged,
because he wished to treat him himself in his own house.
My friend happened to meet a railway director at dinner
that night, who said, “I know that Coptic assistant-
surgeon. He has a brother who is a lawyer. They
will put in a claim for two hundred pounds against the
railway, and will pay the victim about ten pounds.”
In the morning the director went to see the patient,
and settled with him that he should have ten pounds
as compensation. The Coptic assistant-surgeon turned
his “ friend "’ out of the house then and there.

Another Coptic doctor was asked to sign the
certificate of a man being blind. He refused unless he
received bakshish. The worst instance I know of this
kind occurred in the case of a well-known English
Radical M.P., who had shown himself a greater simple-
ton than most in swallowing the specious Nationalist
lies. He went up the Nile in a dahabeah, and took his
English physician with him. Unfortunately, the phy-
sician died, and a local doctor had to be called in to
sign the certificate as to the cause of death.

He demanded an enormous fee, quite a large sum of
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money, before he would sign it. ‘ What do you mean ? ”
said the M.P. “ Your fee is so many piastres.”

“That's my ordinary fee,” said the Egyptian;
‘“ hushing up a crime is another matter. You brought
him out here to poison him.”

He said it in tones which implied that it would be
well for the M.P. to settle with him. The M.P. settled
with him in a way rather different from his expectations,
and settled with the Egyptian Nationalist at the same
time.

In another post-mortem case a man had died of
cholera. As cholera precautions ‘‘ cause so much trouble
in a village,”’ the relatives offered a medical student
five pounds to give a false certificate Unfortunately
for all parties concerned, he forgot to get the money
before he gave the certificate. Then the relatives
refused to pay, and, when he sent them a letter of
complaint, forwarded it to the Director-General to get
the student into trouble. The Director-General post-
poned the student’s exam. for six months, which
must have cost him one hundred pounds in profits,
because he had already been appointed to a district,
and could have commenced taking bribes at once.
I forget what happened to the relatives, but doubtless
the heavy hand of the Englishman came down on them
also, as the other party to this creditable arrangement.

Perhaps the cholera itself did something, too.

Once when my friend was examining the youths called
up for army service at the Mamar’s office, he detected
a decrepit man of forty impersonating a healthy young
brother of twenty-three to secure the rejection of the
latter.

Like other cunning people, Egyptians are sometimes
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seized with fits of confidences. My doctor was called
in to see an Egyptian who was in a very low state.
“ What is the matter ? ”’ he asked.

“T think it is only depression. I have been a fool,
and lost a law case. I would not bakshish the other
man’s lawyer, and he bakshished mine.”

Later on, when another Egyptian told .my friend
that he had won a law case, my friend said, ““ I suppose
you bakshished the other man’s lawyer?”  The
Egyptian gave a beautiful smile and said : ‘“ How did
you know ? ”’

The Omdeh is the head man of a village, a sort of
combination of a squire and a police magistrate, but that
does not prevent Omdehs from committing not in-
frequent breaches of the law. One of them had got into
rather serious trouble and was terribly afraid of what
would happen when his case came on at the tribunal;
but the judge took the cases in rotation, and the Omdeh
bribed the judge's clerk, whenever his case came near
the top, to take it out and put it at the very bottom
again.

Recruiting for the army is unusually prolific in frauds,
as the Egyptian has such a distaste for serving his
country. One Omdeh—for bakshish, of course—left
out a dozen names on the recruiting list. A man who
did not like him, lodged a complaint about it. The
clerk, also for bakshish, tore up the complaint. The
petitioner wrote to know what had become of his com-
plaint. He received six months’ imprisonment for
making a false charge. The twelve names were never
inserted.

So many Egyptians used to blind themselves in one
eye to avoid army service that Lord Kitchener, when
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he was Sirdar, gave orders that the men who were
otherwise fit, and who had done this, should be en-
rolled for fatigue duty. When my friend was examining
the recruits, a man came before him whose sight made
him obviously unfit for military service. To his sur-
prise this man insisted on paying the twenty pounds
which secures immunity from military service. ‘ Why
did you do that ? "’ asked my friend. ‘I should have
given you a certificate of unfitness.”

“It would have been no good,”’ said the man,
““ the Mamdr has a grudge against me—he would have
sent me as a water-carrier.”” Another of the same batch
actually sacrificed a leg so as not to serve.

Six men went toanative doctor in Cairo to get some
medicine which would make them so weak that they
were sure of rejection by the recruiting doctor. Two
of them died. They were so anxious to get unfit as
quickly as possible that they took the whole of the
medicine at once.

Once my friend went into the office rather earlier
than usual and saw his clerk trying to hide a paper.
He insisted on seeing it—it was to warn him about some
fraud. While he was reading the paper his clerk left
the office. He followed him and found him in the act
of telegraphing that the game was up.

Little as an Egyptian can be trusted in money
matters, still less can he be trusted in matters of
responsibility.

On the day that the notorious Mustapha Kamel
Pasha was buried, the Englishman at the head of the
Kasr-el-Aini Hospital—the general hospital of Cairo—
went down in the afternoon and found that the entire
native staff—doctors, nurses, dispensers, etc.—who had
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to attend to the out-patients, had gone off to the funeral,
leaving a hundred patients to take care of themselves.
And my country friend told me of two cases which were
almost as bad. One was in the Lady Cromer Foundling
Home. There were not sufficient funds to provide wet
nurses for all the babies, so some had to be bottle-fed.
One baby’s bottle would not work. The Egyptian
nurse just cut off the end of the tube and put it in the
baby’s mouth and went off to talk to a friend. When
she came back the baby was dead by drowning. The
doctor found its lungs flooded with the milk.

The English nurses in the hospital have Egyptians
under them. One was left in charge of a dangerous
typhoid case with instructions to report to a sister in
case of hemorrhage. When the sister came down
the girl could not be found anywhere. The other
Egyptian girls knew, or would know, nothing about
her. The sister hunted up and down the long dor-
mitory and finally found that a bed too many was
occupied. The girl set to watch the typhoid patient
had got into an empty bed and gone to sleep.

You never know when you can believe an Egyptian;
it is safest never to believe them. They are sometimes
very amusing about their oaths. ‘“ When I swear by
God,” said an Egyptian-Turkish Pasha, ‘“ what I say
is worth nothing. But when I say by my honour, I
say the truth.”

A native who had sworn by the Prophet, by the
beard of the Prophet, and every other oath known
to him, perjuring himself without bad results, refused
to perjure himself when the junior native judge asked
him to swear by St. Telephone. When he was asked why,
he said that he did not know what this might entail.
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A great deal of assassination goes on in Egypt. The
Mahdi himself is known to have been murdered. My
friend knew the native doctor who was called in just
before he died. He saw that nothing could save him,
and he told the Khalifa, who had been made his heir,
that the Mahdi would die. He told everyone else that
he would recover. The only thing he ordered to relieve
him was a cold bath, for, if he had given him any
medicine, and the Mahdi had died, he would have been
executed for poisoning him.

Three years ago an English contractor was murdered
at Abydos, because he paid his men well and treated
them well. So he obtained all the labour and all the
contracts ; an Egyptian contractor in the same place
paid to have him shot.

There was a man in the Suakin district who had a
pretty wife. The Omdeh cast his eye upon her. The
man went off on campaigns with Osman Digna, Wad
Nejumi, and others, in the wars of the Mahdi against
the English. He went through the whole of the Desert
wars. When he got back to his village, he found the
same Omdeh there. He murdered him and his faithless
wife. He was arrested and sent to Suakin for trial.
But when the case was inquired into, the intense
provocation he had received was taken into considera-
tion and he was made a ticket-of-leave man, and was
employed as a Farrash in the Governor’s house. This
story serves to show how unrelenting and unforgetting
and unremitting the Egyptians are, for this man went
straight back from the world-disturbing events of the
Desert campaign and completed his vendetta.

Here is another vendetta story. A young recruit
in the open barrack room said to another man : “ Your

7
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wife was very good to me in the fields.” At night he
was asked whether he would go and arbitrate about it.
He snorted and refused. The aggrieved one drove a
knife through his temples. A friend stood by to help,
if necessary. Both were hanged. Egyptian sentiment
was doubly shocked. They regarded this murderer
as a husband who shot his wife’s paramour fagrante
delicto would be regarded in France; and two lives
were taken for one. This was one of the principal
grievances in the Denshawai incident. Another was that
they hanged an old man who was near his time for
death.

Perhaps the most extraordinary murder story the
doctor told me was that of the man who refused to
be hanged twice. The Egyptian officer who was in
charge of the execution forgot to have the murderer’s
hands tied. As soon as he was cast off the man swarmed
up the rope. The officer called upon him to come down,
and they had a long argument about it. At last the
man said, ‘“ Since you make so much a fuss about it,
it doesn’t matter,” and came down and had his hands
tied, and was hanged again.

Instances might be multiplied. I have given a few
which came within the experiences of my friends—
typical of Egyptian every-day life—to show how
grotesque it is to talk of Parliamentary institutions for
such a people. In this connection I should, perhaps,
say something about public security, which, outside
of the cities, depends largely on the ghafirs, or village
watchmen,and the Omdehs,or headmen, of the villages.
Half a million a year is spent on ghafirs, and Mr. Machell
—under whose charge they come—reported to Lord
Cromer in 1906 :

P—
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“If a sufficient number of capable Omdehs and
thoroughly efficient ghafirs could be procured, almost
all the difficulties connected with the maintenance
of public security in the provinces would be at once
solved. The difficulty 1s to obtain an adequate
supply of capable Omdehs and thoroughly efficient
ghafirs. Large as the Ghafir Budget already is, we
are not yet in a position in every province to offer
a sufficient rate of pay to attract the best men. If
we ever do succeed, by means of additional grants, in
being able to offer terms which would be likely to secure
the services of the best men in the country, I doubt if
a sufficient number of reliable men really exist.

“If the ghafirs in general devoted less of their
attention to their own safety, and more to the repression
of crime, we should have little to complain of. But
self-preservation is the ghafir’s first thought, and upon
the smallest provocation he will discharge his gun in
the hope of alarming a possible assailant. He has every
interest in avoiding personal danger, and very little in
doing his duty.

‘“Police reports, relating how ‘the ghafirs and
the thieves exchanged shots, no one was injured, and
the thieves effected their escape,’ are far too frequent.
The assailants are usually only one shade less cowardly
than the ghafirs. The cowardice displayed on both
sides is absolutely incredible. I always tell people
that, if I had an Ezba (farm) myself, I should provide
myself with a shot-gun and an Erment dog, and should
feel absolutely safe in any part of Egypt.”

At the instance of the members of the Legislative
Council a number of non-commissioned officers
(Molahizin) of ghafirs were recently appointed, at
salaries of from £E3 to fEs5 a month, for the pur-
pose of patrolling groups of villages with ghafirs taken
in rotation for this duty. As regards the result of
this system, Mr. Machell makes the following remarks :

‘“ The theory is excellent, and if each Molahiz really
7*
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did his duty, the effect would be marvellous ; but every-
thing turns on the. personal efficiency of the Molahizin,
and, although we are all of one opinion as regards the
excellence of the scheme, the measure of success is not
yet complete. The Notables say, ‘ Get officers from
the army, who will gallop up to the thieves and arrest
them.” We have taken every officer who will come
and have then endeavoured to get the best material
elsewhere, but we reluctantly are forced to the conclu-
sion that a sufficient number of persons of the calibre
recommended by the Legislative Council does not exist.
The instinct of self-preservation appears to be as strong
in the breast of the Molahiz as in that of the ghafir.

“ Further, circumstances are often sacrificed to
routine. I constantly insist that the ‘result’ is the
only thing that matters, but the fellah dearly loves a
groove, and the last thing in the world he likes is to
act with discretion according to circumstances. . . .”

And of the Omdehs, Mr. Machell says :

‘““ The Omdeh, being the link between the Government
and the governed, is an invaluable public servant. He
is by no means the least zealous, but he is the least
educated, the most responsible, and the most easily
punished. It is not too much to say that the whole
life of the village ‘turns upon the Omdeh. A strong,
unscrupulous man may make his village a hell upon
earth as far as his adversaries are concerned, and dis-
content and crime are the result.”
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THE EGYPTIAN NATIONALIST.

THE Egyptian Nationalist is as foolish as the Indian
Nationalist. Why are Nationalists such irrationalists ?
As in India, there are two kinds of Nationalists—those
who wish to see the backs of the English to-morrow,
no matter what may happen ; and those who would like
to see English armies and fleets keeping other nations
from interfering while the infant cuts its teeth in finance
and legislature. The extreme Indian Nationalist has
not the sense to reflect that such a weak and worthless
person as himself would never be allowed to hold India ;
that before the English soldiers who had policed India
had been withdrawn many years the Babu Republic—
the republic achieved by Babu corruption for a Brahmin
oligarchy, would be drowned in blood by the more martial
races of India or ground between the upper and nether
millstone by the Muscovites chuckling at Babu simplicity.
The extreme Egyptian Nationalist is prepared to see
the backs of the English to-morrow, regardless of the
fact that if the Englishman went he would eventually be
replaced by the German, who would treat the Egyptian
little better than the negroes under Carl Peters and in
the Congo Free State have been treated.

The extreme Nationalist, unfortunately, is very
common in Egypt ; he is not afraid of the consequences,

because he is too ignorant to be able to imagine them.
101
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He is far too feeble and cowardly himself to contemplate
driving the English out by his own exertions, but he has
boundless faith in the folly of the British Radical and
a good deal of the cunning of cowards. He knows the
kind of shibboleth which appeals to British cant, the
prattle about national rights and aspirations, rodo-
montades about oppression, shrieks of simulated indig-
nation about the delay in the promised evacuation of
which the English always announced that the date
was to be decided by them.

The English Radical who turns a sympathetic ear
to the Indian and the Egyptian Nationalist is quite
unaware of the undemocratic ideals of the enemies of
his country whom he is in such a blind hurry to serve.
Mr. J. D. Rees, a Welsh Radical M.P., whose ““ The Real
India ” is the latest and most impartial book on the
subject, points out that the Babu conspirator is not
pulling the chestnuts out of the fire for himself, but for
an oligarchy of Brahmin landlords, who are absolute
reactionaries—whose one desire is to relapse into the
methods of barbarism. The Egyptian Nationalist, who
desires the instant withdrawal of the English, would be
handing his country back to the Turkish ring who used
to rule it. Mohammed Bey Ferid, who leads the extreme
Nationalists, is a Jew in Turk’s clothing. He really
shares with the Khedive the conviction that no non-
Turkish-Egyptian could possibly be trusted with any
responsible position—all the Khedive’s Cabinet are
Egyptian-Turks, all his entourage are Turkish-Egyptian.
These men always speak of themselves and the Turks
as one nation. They speak as a Moslem nation perhaps
—a Moslem nation which ignores all Moslems except
the Egyptians and the Turks. At any rate, it is their
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habit to say, “ The English have deprived us of Cyprus,”’
when they are enumerating the sins of the Anglo-Saxon,
and Cyprus has not the smallest connection with the
Egyptians except when they are speaking of themselves
as Turks.

The Egyptian Nationalist who advocates the instant
withdrawal of the English is, in fact, advocating a
return to Turkish rule in Egypt—there is no alter-
native, the only persons in Egypt capable of ruling are
the Egyptian-Turks. The Parliament of which such
a strong card is made is sheer moonshine ; only a small
proportion of the fellahin, who must return the majority,
can read. Their choice would be dictated in one of two
ways : they would either listen to the emissaries of
Al-Lewa, the chief Nationalist newspaper, who are
already beginning to work the villages in which there
may not be a single person who can read ; or an appeal
would be made to their fanaticism as Moslem. The
Moslem (and therefore anti-English) candidate would be
forced upon them.

British readers must not forget that Nationalism is
only a new name for Islamism, invented to appeal to
the simplicity of the British Radical. If the British
were Mohammedans, no Egyptian would have any-
thing to say against their rule, under which Egyptian
material prosperity has increased so gigantically, which
has given the poor man security in the possession of his
wife and his property, which has given the priceless
benefit of water conservation and distribution. The
young Egyptian of the towns, who has had no elderly
relatives talking of their shoulders bleeding beneath the
courbash, and crops ruined by absence under the corvée,
may be satisfied with appeals to his vanity by talk of
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the great moral victory of making the English restore
Egypt to an Egyptian Parliament ; but there are fellahin
who are old enough to have suffered from courbash
and corvée, and if they have not, none are too young
for their fathers to have suffered, and though the
fellah is slow-witted and not over-given to thinking, he
is so likely to remember that he has had less oppression
and more water since the English came to Egypt, that
he requires an appeal to his religious fanaticism, and in
that way—not ‘‘ Egypt for the Egyptians "—but “ Egypt
for Islam "’—the Nationalist party will sweep the polls.

I had a conversation about the clamour of the
Egyptians for a Parliament with the leader of the
Moderate, or Liberal, party. I suggested to him that,
though there might be plenty of able lawyers, and so
on, who could perform their Parliamentary duties
with a fatal facility, there did not seem to be any
electorate capable of exercising discrimination in the
election of candidates, since the majority of the electors
would be fellahin who would have to depend on others
not only to understand the questions at issue, but the
very nature of representative institutions. He thought
they would be perfectly good electors. *‘ But,” I asked,
‘““ would you make being able to read a condition of the
franchise ?’ “ That would be impossible,” he said ;
‘it would disfranchise ninety per cent. of the electors.”

I refrained from giving him my opinion of the in-
adequacy of such an electorate, for I wanted an
expression of his opinion on another matter. I had
observed the extraordinary loyalty of Egyptians to the
wishes of the Khedive—I wanted to know if he thought
that the Parliament so elected would be able to main-
tain independence from the Khedive. Not at first, he
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thought, though some members would naturally have
more strength than others; but in the course of three
or four Parliaments, he explained, a more vigorous race
of politicians would be evolved who would make the
Egyptian Parliament equal to the Parliaments of other
countries. He did not mention England.

We are then confronted with a grave constitutional
menace—the first three or four Egyptian Parliaments
will be practically instruments in the hands of the
Khedive, for him to employ in any way he pleases—even
as the lever for ousting the English—and the electors
will be so illiterate that the Nationalistic programme or
the plain cry of “ Egypt for Islam” will govern the
electors. This is the Egyptian Parliament which is to
be the panacea for everything.

But I have not yet done with the Nationalists.

There are two kinds, the Nationalist who would
turn the English out bag and baggage to-day if he had
the power, and the ‘ Liberal” Nationalist who would
like to have the protection of an English army until
Egypt is strong enough to defy all interference, and who
would even vote for the retention of certain features of
the English administration, while Egyptian Parlia-
mentary and administrative institutions are forming
themselves.

The first are easiest to understand and to deal with.
They frankly hate everything English. They rejoiced
at Boer successes. They despise the very English who
are helping them towards their aspirations. They em-
ploy Fenian Irishmen to edit their newspapers in the
English language, and write and collect in their columns
everything that could possibly damage England. Their
columns are full of nothing but envy, hatred and malice
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against England. It must be remembered that if you
take up the Egyptian newspaper written in English
which attacks England, you hear the voice of a disloyal
Irishman hired to do the dirty work of the ungrateful
Egyptian Nationalist. The Nationalist of this class is
so absurd that he would not count much if it were not
that, in his other paper written in the vernacular, he is
incessantly waving the flag of Islam and saying that no
matter how good the English rule might be, it is wicked
for a Moslem to be ruled by a non-Moslem ; he per-
sonally will not admit that there is a single good point
in the English or their rule, but as there may be some of
“his readers who do not share his singleness of vision, he
reminds them of their duty as good Mohammedans.
This is not altogether surprising, for we all know of
the existence of the fanatical Moslem. The surprising
feature is that the Radical gull in Parliament who risks
landing England in a European war several times a
year for worthless Christians in Turkey, in Egypt
is fooled by the Egyptian Nationalist into supporting
the cry of Egypt for the Mohammedans under the
name of Egypt for the Egyptians. There will be ab-
solutely no place for the Egyptian Christian. Hardly
any public career is open to him now, but then it will
be worse. What Messrs. Robertson, Rutherford and
Co. are unconsciously agitating for is, Egypt for the
Moslem, Egypt for the Egyptian-Turk, Egypt for the
Pashas.

No charge is too absurd for the Nationalists to fling
at England.

The English who have lost the support of the
Christian population of Egypt by the pains they have
taken ever since they set foot in Egypt to show the
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Moslems that their religion will not be interfered with ;
the English who allow the antiquated inconveniences and
puerilities of the Kadi’s Court to go on ; who allow the
Moslems to stand outside the law in many ways; who
spent eight thousand pounds in building a mosque for
Khartum ; who allow the Mohammedans’ Day of
Rest, Friday, instead of the Christian Sunday, to be the
official weekly holiday in (what is practically the British
Dependency of) the Sudan; the English to whom the
Mohammedans of India are so vehemently attached,
are accused of being the general enemies of Islam. It is
accounted as nothing to them that they allow the vast
Mohammedan University of El-Azhar to continue in its
present unprofitable condition, devoted to the per-
petuation of the dry husks of medizval learning which
stand in the way of the Moslem acquiring any real know-
ledge, and for the breeding of fanatical Moslems to be
employed against their benefactors.

The Nationalist accuses the English of staying in
Egypt to provide highly-paid positions for Englishmen,
regardless of the fact that it would cost England far
less to withdraw from Egypt altogether, and by saving
the expense of the occupation create four times the
number of positions in her own possessions for English-
men to fill. He trades upon the present tendency of
England to withdraw her forces from all over the world,
and at the same time accuses her of a desire to prolong
her occupation. One of his favourite grievances is that
the English are anxious to prevent the Egyptian being
educated, that they are deaf to the clamour that arises
all over the country for more to be spent on education.
What is this, put into plain language? It is merely a
feature of the Egyptian’s general readiness to play ducks
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and drakes with the resources of his country and reduce
it to the howling wilderness of bankruptcy which was its
condition before the English came.

There is no way in which he shows more unmis-
takably his unfitness to control the affairs of Egypt than
by his financial expedients. At the present moment
the farming class of Egypt are in serious difficulties.
Why is this? In the first place, because they want
more water. Quantities of water are still wasted every
year on the Upper Nile, so that every penny spent on the
storage and distribution of the wasted water would go
to relieve the farmers.

But the extension of water facilities means the ex-
penditure of a good deal of ready money, which can be
supplied in two ways, out of revenue or from the few
millions which have survived of the hoard in the Caisse,
which could not be touched until recently. But the
voice of Egypt does not call out for the money in the
Caisse to be devoted to the extension of water facilities ;
it demands that it should be handed over to the Crédit
Foncier for the relief of persons who have mortgaged
their own land in order to buy more lands than they
have the means of developing ; otherwise, they say, they
will have to sell these lands (which should never have
been bought), which would at once lower the price of
land in the market.

The reason why the English officials have turned a
deaf ear to this appeal is their belief that the money will
be used by the financial institutions, not for the relief
of the fellahin, but for the relief of the speculators in
city lands in Cairo, who have their money locked up in
immense blocks which are unsaleable (and justly un-
saleable) at present prices. These men include some of
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the greatest capitalists in Cairo, who are responsible for
having forced city values up to such a price as to para-
lyze the prosperity and industries of Cairo. It might
be a misfortune if the fellahin had to throw their recent
purchases of land back on the market, for the agricul-
tural interest is Egypt’s backbone ; but it is not good
for even agricultural lands to be dealt with at inflated
values ; and, on the other hand, it is absolutely essential
that the land-ring in Cairo should be broken up; for
until then the rents, which are killing everything,
cannot be reduced. One thing is certain, that if the
English would only dispel the idea that they mean
to leave the country, Continental capitalists would be
willing to put all the money that was needed into any
sound Egyptian financial institution.

There is also this to be remembered, that the
Egyptian princes and pashas have enormous quantities
of unemployed capital, amounting in the aggregate to
many millions. Why do not they reap a harvest by
lending the money which the Nationalist party wish
to see depleted from the nation’s coffers ? Is it not
because they know that if the Nationalist agitation were
successful Egypt would at once go bankrupt and their
money would be lost ?

Why cannot more of the money which is required to
make the dams and canals and railways and roads that
are needed for the development of the farmer’s crops,
and to give him a market, be provided out of the
revenue ? Because the Egyptian clamours for the
revenue to make large grants to the system of secondary
education. Is it because he is consumed by a wild desire
for education ? Not in the least ; it is because, when he
has taken his secondary certificate, he can demand
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employment from the Government as a clerk at twelve
pounds a month. There are already far more clerks
than are needed, but this does not worry him any more
than the fact that he wishes his country to be im-
poverished in order to qualify him to occupy a subor-
dinate clerkship.

The Nationalist party is at present in rather a dis-
organized state. The premature death,at the age of
thirty-three, robbed them of a leader of exceptional
success, but no morals; an insincere man who was all
things to all men, who played on the prejudices of the
ignorant regardless of right or wrong, truth or untruth,
probability or improbability. The fact that he had so
much influence with the Egyptians who are clamouring
for Parliamentary institutions shows how unfit they
are to receive them. He was a man of no position and
with nostake in the country. Hissuccessor, Mohammed

Bey Ferid, is said to be a much higher type of man, not
 less ardent as a Nationalist, but a man of birth and means
(much more essential conditions in the Orient than here),
and with some knowledge of affairs. The late leader
was a mere demagogue.

That Mohammed Bey Feridis not less thorough-going
in his aims may be gathered from the fact that at the first
oration he made in his new position as the leader of the
Nationalist party, he said that if the Nationalists “ could
set aside their party disputes and show a united front,
they would get all they asked for—a Constitution and
Parliament, the effective control over the Government,
and could make the English quit Egypt.”” But he coun-
selled his hearers never to have recourse to force, as they
had the lugubrious result of 1882 before their eyes in
the shape of the Occupation.
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He is believed to be of the opinion that an attempt
to upset the existing state of affairs by violence would
lead to a protectorate.

Sir Eldon Gorst onceremarked, in his brilliant, cutting
way, ‘“That if the English were compelled to leave
Egypt, the result would not be Egypt for the Egyptians,
but Egypt for the Capitulations, unless the Egyptians
had the sense first to support the English in their
endeavours to get the Capitulations abolished, and then
to set about turning the English out.”” The late leader
of the Nationalist party, being a man of no political
insight, thought that tampering with the Capitulations
could only result in concentrating further powers in Lord
Cromer’s hands. The new leader is of the same opinion.

Mohammed Bey Ferid waxed indignant with Sir
Edward Grey for declaring that the Khedive would have
to consult England before granting a Constitution to
his subjects; he advised the Khedive not to pay the
least attention to Sir Edward Grey, prophesying that
the English would not be able to offer any opposition
lest they should appear ‘“ in the eyes of Europe in the
character of despots and tyrants, whose spoils were a
people’s rights, especially after the Egyptian nation
had shown its respect for the rights of the European
colonists in this country and for the international
engagements and the Capitulations, until the time
arrived when Europe would have such confidence in
their good intentions that they would agree to abolish
them, as they have been abolished in Japan, and also in
a great measure in Siam.”

To compare Egypt to Japan is a gross absurdity.
To see how inferior the Egyptian is to the Japanese one
has only to be outside a Mamfr’s court when the con-
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scripts are being selected for the army. If the Egyptian
has twenty pounds in the world he spends it on buying
exemption from military service. If he has not, he
endeavours by any subterfuge to prove himself unfit
for military service; it is only recently that he has
ceased to blind himself, and if he no longer goes
to the extent of blinding himself, he does not hesitate
to destroy his health for the time being by starvation
or the use of noxious drugs.

I saw five prisoners tied together with a thin cord
going to the central police-office in Cairo in charge of
a single policeman. One prisoner had to hold his hand
up to prevent the cord slipping off his wrist, because the
knot had become so loose; he made no attempt to
escape, but he would have been pretty sure to have
bolted if he had been a recruit on his way to serve his
country. Contrast this with Japan, where,if a man was
rejected for military service, his relatives as well as
himself would feel inclined to commit suicide to cover
the disgrace.

Mohammed Bey Ferid said ‘ that the Egyptians
must on no account submit to England the question
of Egypt having a Constitution.” This was inspired by
Sir Edward Grey’s “ desire to have England’s consent
to such a step mentioned in the decree which sanctioned
it. This would be an irreparable error, for it would be
tantamount to an official acknowledgment of the Occu-
pation, and they were convinced that the Khedive would
not fall into the trap which the British Government,
so notorious for the duplicity of its policy, was laying
for His Highness. The Khedive should not allow him-
self to be deceived by the sweet disposition of Sir Eldon
Gorst, nor by his marked attention to His Highness, nor
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by the frequency of his visits to the Abdin Palace. If
they could not get a Parliament without having, as a
preliminary condition, to ask England’s advice on the
matter, it was far better for them to remain as they
are for the time being, as such a condition would be
equivalent to an acknowledgment of their dependence
on England. But these encroachments of that Power
will not prevent them from following their line of policy.
They will show to the world how England behaves to
them ; how she troubles the Sovereign of their country ;
how she prevents him from giving his people a share in
the Government ; how she tries to preserve her autocracy
there. In Egypt the English had all the power, while
the Khedive had to assume all the responsibility for
their actions before his people, and even before history,
which His Highness could never agree to do.”
Mohammed Bey Ferid was as unsparing in his
strictures upon the Egyptian Ministers as he was on Sir
Edward Grey. ‘ Their only desire,” he said, ‘“is to
draw their salaries without doing any work. In Europe,
if a Minister cannot uphold his authority, he sends in
his resignation ; but in Egypt they stick to their posts,
year in and year out, and do not care a little bit whether
they have any authority or not. Instead of being the
Khedive’s right hand, they execute the orders of the
advisers. What can be done with such people ?
Battalions are moved about from one country to the
other without the Minister of War ever being consulted.
If that personage were asked how many battalions there
were and where they were stationed, he would not be
able to answer. The Financial Adviser throws away
the Reserve Fund without the Finance Minister know-
ing anything about it, without the permission of the
8
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Council of Ministers or of the Financial Committee.
Heaven only knows the real truth about the finances,
and yet the Finance Minister has the right to retire on
a full pension. In fact, the greater number of the
Ministers can, if they like, retire on a full pension. The
Ministers know well enough what will be the verdict of
history on their conduct, and they are well aware that
but for the easy-going character of the Egyptian, not
a soul would ever shake hands with them. Yet in spite
of all this, they stick on to their billets with all their
might and main.”

The Nationalists do not agree in their little nest like
birds. The party of Constitutional Reform, of which
Sheikh Ali Youssef is the head, accused the editor of
El-Gerida (the organ of the Party of the People) of having
Republican ideas ; the editor of the Egyptian Standard
accuses the editor of Al-Moayad and Al-Minbar of
‘““having vainly tried to foment discord among the
Nationalist Extremists, and declared that it had hired
the services of some insignificant English journalists to
make speeches in London and write against the Na-
tionalists. The Bey actually declared that an English-
man, whose official position he designated as well as
the initial letter of his surname, had been paid by the
Constitutional Reformers to lecture in London in
favour of their party.”

The latest opinion is that the Khedive is anxious in
any case to retain the Army of Occupation lest the forces
awakened by the Reformers should get out of hand.




ON THE UNFITNESS OF THE EGYPTIAN TO
HAVE REPRESENTATIVE INSTITUTIONS.

THE Egyptian clamours for a Parliament as he
clamours for secondary education. He has his eye on
what is called the main chance in both—he wishes
to live at the public expense. As I have said, if
he gets the secondary education certificate, he can
demand a clerkship in the Government, secure of not
less than twelve pounds a month, a position of which
he thinks as much as a country gentleman thinks of
being made a J.P. The emoluments at which he
commences his career are not magnificent, but he
would not be an Egyptian if he did not feel con-
fident of multiplying them by the extortion of bribes.
All the demands for more education which flood the
native Press come back to this one point, the
giving more facilities for boys to get these secondary
certificates and flood the country with Civil Service
clerks who are not needed, and whose ever-increasing
number would bankrupt the country, if the Government
were taken in by this specious cry for education. The
cry for a Parliament rests upon exactly the same basis.
It would create a magnificent new Bribery Department—
the members of Parliament would be in a position to
command such noble bribes, and they in their turn
115 8*
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would have to bribe a number of other people to secure
their election. It would be glorious. A country in
which everyone who could read and write was a member
of Parliament, or in the Civil Service, would be the
Egyptian’s idea of Utopia. He would not even remember
to keep foreigners in the country to pay the taxes. He
would ruin the finances of his country in the fastest time
on record. On the principle that he would get a bribe
for every grant of money made for public works, he
would vote money for all kinds of insane projects which
could never pay anyone, except the people who received
bribes over them. As he would speedily kill every
goose of a taxpayer who could lay a golden egg in the
treasury, he would have no means of raising money
except by the sale of public assets or by foreign loans
which mortgaged the public assets. For ordinary credit
Egypt would have none.

The Egyptian Nationalists and other enemies of
England shout in chorus that it is an outrage that so
civilized and advanced a country as Egypt should not
have a Parliament of its own. Is it so civilized? Is
it so advanced ? Would it be even possible for it to elect
a Parliament at all in a way that would commend
itself to any sane white man ? I say white, because
it must be remembered that an Egyptian is not a white
man, but a mixture of black and yellow. The fellah,
who forms the backbone of Egypt, whether the skin of
the individual is darker or paler, is only a black man
in his degree of civilization ; the Egyptian, whether he
is a youth and wears comic-opera clothes and boots, or
is one of the fat men who make cafés odious, is in his
ideas of women, morality and truth, yellow inside at
any rate.
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In what way is Egypt fit to have a Parliament ?
In one way, and one way only—in the capacity for
oratory. There would be no difficulty in finding can-
didates with the gift of the gab—agitators born—
Egyptian Babus. But to find men fit to be Ministers
would be as difficult as to find men fit to be electors,
and that would be impossible. Not ten per cent.
of the Egyptians can read and write, and the cities
naturally absorb most of them. Few fellahin can
read or write. They think about nothing except
the things that make up their working day. Their
one idea of Government is that all Governments
are cruel tyrants, and that they are compelled to
be the victims. But it is the fellahin who would have
to elect most of the members of the Parliament. Lord
Cromer, the best judge, says it would be impossible to
explain to a fellah what a Parliament is—the idea is
inconceivable to him. How then could he exercise his
vote ? For the agitators intend him to have a vote!
Somebody would have to get his ear. But who would
that somebody be? So far, he has shown no dis-
position to commit himself. The people to whom
he might naturally listen if they took any trouble
to try and educate him are the English, who
make no effort to counteract the seditious and in-
sidious suggestions of agitators. For the fellah is
aware that he owes much to the British—peace
from the Dervish invader; safety from the Ilust
of the oppressor for his wife and daughter; safety
from the hand of the Pasha for the money he eamns;
water to create his crops. If he is not old enough to
remember the days when he had to submit in silence to
the dishonouring of his women, and the seizure of his
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property, the evil days of courbash and corvée, his father
will be able to have told him about it.

And if he has to learn from his father of the evils
he escapes under British rule, he can hardly be too young
to know himself of the blessings which have flowed
from it. It is difficult even for a fellah to be too
ignorant to know to whom he owes the reduction of
interest when he borrows, and the unfailing supply of
water administered without bakshish or favour for
the growing of abundant crops.

He has no active feeling of gratitude towards the
English ; active feelings, especially of gratitude, are
not in his line; but if he were asked to take a hand
in the expulsion of these English under whose peaceful
rule he has become safe and rich, he might pause, es-
pecially since taking a hand in it would mean for him
standing up in line to stop a charge of British bayonets,
or holding entrenchments which were being raked with
British artillery. When it came to fighting he would
have to do it; fighting for the men who used to seduce
his daughters, and make him till their estates with
forced labour and no wages, while his own little patch
was going to seed, against the men who had delivered
him from their oppressions.

But fight he would, if only the torch of Islam were
waved with sufficient fury at his mosque, for the fellah
is a good Mohammedan. He would fight once (the
fellahin would die if need be by tens of thousands), and
he would never get the chance of fighting again, for he
would be conquered as the men of the Mahdi were con-
quered in the Sudan; and even if he had the power
would never again lift his hand against his beneficent
conqueror for religion or sedition. -
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If the fellah, when given the right of electing members
for an Egyptian Parliament, were left to himself, there
would be no elections, for the idea of a Parliament means
nothing to him. But as the whole of the electorate
outside the great cities consist of fellahin, the people who
are agitating for the establishment of an Egyptian Par-
liament would make it their business to instruct him.

They would be, in the first place, the emissaries of
the Nationalist Press, who have already been hard at
work broadcast through the country trying to con-
vince the fellah of the iniquities of the English.

As the seed seemed to be falling on stony ground,
the influence of the local mosque has been called into
play. The fellah is adjured to carry out the behests of
the Koran and make ready for the expulsion of the
Christians. He has in certain districts been made to
subscribe all he could spare from sustaining his existence
to the war-chest of the Senussi.

And as so few fellahin can read or write, and the
English would not take the slightest trouble to attend
to their political instruction, they would undoubtedly,
as far as they voted at all, vote blindly for the nominee
of the Nationalist party or the local mosque.

In the cities the callow firebrands of the Nationalist
Press, and the hoggish, but really dangerous, conspirators
of the cafés, would have it all their own way. The
wealthy and respectable Egyptian is not concerned
about politics ; what he chiefly cares about are European
dissipations, and he is so averse to investing his wealth
in the development of his country that it would be easy
for him to transfer it to Paris, and to go and live his
ideal life there, if Egypt were bankrupt and ruled by
adventurers.
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Members of Parliament would not be elected one whit
more wisely in the cities than in the country. A larger
proportion of the electors would be able to read for
themselves ; but an immense majority of them would be
readers of the Nationalist Press and would vote for the
candidates of ignorance and prejudice. There is no
electorate in Egypt fit to elect a Parliament. While
the fellahin, who are worthy, industrious people with
their hearts in the right place, are incapable of under-
standing the idea of a Parliament at all, and could only
be made to vote by dictation from the mosque, the city
voters, who would exercise their franchise, are mostly
unindustrious persons, many of them with their skins
as full of politics as Babus. I am not including in
this view the large class of porters, carters and lower
artisans, who are a kind of urban fellahin. The city
voters who would imperil the destinies of Egypt
would be clerks and loafers.

Loafers of the beggar status would, I suppose, even
in Egypt, not have a vote unless (and is that unlikely in
this cucumber-frame of corruption ?) the game of im-
personation were played on a heroic scale. But Egypt
has a breed of loafers all its own, men who, having the
pittance necessary to place them above the starvation
line, exercise no regular means of getting a livelihood,
but wait for Satan to put some paying kind of mischief
into their idle hands. They form one portion of the
scum which would swamp the vote in the city ; the other
portion would consist principally of native clerks in the
Civil Service, native clerks who do the writing in offices,
native clerks who serve the customers in shops, with
hardly a man among them who would not take money
to sell his employer. The Civil Servant expects bribes;
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he can expedite or impede—it may be an application
for water or a grant of title for land; the clerk in a
business office is in possession of a business secret, or
can influence his employer to sign a wasteful contract :
whatever it is, he lives by bakshish, not by his salary.
He may even, O blessed opportunity ! have control of
accounts. The same opportunities occur in every shop
when the proprietor’s back is turned. It makes no
difference to the Egyptian whether he is a clerk in the
Irrigation Department or an assistant in a curio shop.
It is the squeezes, not the salary, to which he looks for
his livelihood. Is inherent dishonesty the Egyptian’s
only disqualification for self-government ? Unfortu-
nately not. It is exceeded,for example, by his want of
patriotism. The Egyptian thinks that if the Japanese
are fit to have a Parliament, he is. The comparison is
an unfortunate one. Of the devotion of the Japanese
to their country there can be no doubt—Japan is in their
thoughts from morning till night. There is not one of
them who is not anxious to die for it. But dying for
his country forms no part of the ambition of the Egyptian.
He is not even anxious to live for it. The selection of
recruits for the army shows the Egyptian in his very
worst light. Every traveller in the Sudan is pointed
out the Tree of the Dead Sea Fruit, the spurge with whose
acrid juice the would-not-be recruits blinded themselves
because, once in a way, the eye would recover.

The Egyptian regards it as the greatest possible
misfortune to have to serve his country; he will do
anything to avoid it. I was at Luxor when they were
recruited for the army this year. If a young man was
found to be physically fit his relations were plunged
in grief ; professional mourners were hired to squat
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outside the police station where the recruiting took
place, yelling and weeping. If, on the other hand, he
was rejected as undersized or a weakling, or tainted
with loathsome diseases, his relations and friends flew
to him rejoicing, and kissed him and hung on his neck.

Contrast this with Japan—the land of Bushido.
The Egyptian would far rather be arrested as a criminal,
have the handcuffs put on him before his neighbours,
be marched through the streets with the malefactors’
irons on his wrists and serve his term of imprisonment,
than serve his term in the army—which all goes to
prove that his clamour for a Parliament arises from no
desire to serve his country, but merely from a desire
to swagger,and especially to crow over the English, and
above all to make bakshish out of politics.

I shall never forget that sight at Luxor. The howling
mothers and mourners would have crowded into the
Mamir’s office and torn him to pieces if the police had
not driven them back—the foot police slashing right and
left with hippopotamus-hide courbashes, the horse police
charging. And when the recruits were selected they
were immured in the lock-up until they could be marched
under a strong escort to the railway station.

Another way in which the Egyptian is so unfit to have
a Parliament and control the destinies of his country is
his utter lack of and unfitness for responsibility. He
is as unfit as a Babu to be a shop-walker or a shop-
keeper ; he loses his presence of mind in the commonest
crisis ; he has no more moral courage than a courtesan;
he is incapable of judging a matter on its merits; he
interprets all orders as prohibitions.

If Parliamentary institutions were granted, a Parlia-
ment of Nationalists would be returned and would doubt-
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less be used as a lever to tryand oust the English. The
Egyptian would pay no regard to the fact that if the
English did go it would be Egypt for the Capitulations,
not Egypt for the Egyptians. He is very short-sighted ;
his present concern is to get rid of the English, no matter
what happens to him afterwards. He is exactly the
kind of frog that Esop was thinking of when he wrote
his fable of King Log and King Stork. The fact that
Egypt could not stand alone, must eventually go back
to the Turk or fall into the maw of Germany, would
count for nothing. If ever it does happen, the English
cannot be blamed if they smile at the resemblance
between Egypt under the Germans and the Congo under
the Belgians. An independent Egypt could not last.
From the highest functionaries in the State every one
would be taking bribes, to allow some mischief to be done.
The Egyptians do not want to have their rights—they
want to have their squeezes. They do want to gratify
their vanity by scoring a victory at the expense of
English prestige.

‘““Let every rogue have his chance’ would be the
prayer of the Egyptian Parliament. Egypt is not ready
for Parliamentary institutions; the only thing they could
use them for would be to intrigue against the English
and wreck the finances of the country. The expen-
diture on public works would be on a scale to stagger
Ismail Pasha, and it would not be on great public works
—it would be on innumerable local works—too foolish
for local people to spend their money on. The Egyptians
would regard Parliament as an Assuan Dam full of other
people’s money, ready to be turned on like irrigation,
as each locality could bring pressure to bear on its re-
presentatives and the representatives could bribe the
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authorities to grant money wrongly. The authorities
would either receive presents or take a commission.
Now all this would mean loans ; but who would want to
grant loans to such a country ? Not ordinary European
financiers without the security of English adminis-
tration. The money would have to come either from
usurers or from Germany, luring Egypt into her debt
in order to pounce down upon its carcase like a vulture.



THE PRESS IN EGYPT.

THE Press in Egypt naturally falls into three divisions—
English, European other than English, and Native.
Of the European other than English papers, the most
important are the French. The Greek papers are a good
deal en évidence, but no one seems to attach any political
weight to them. Of the French papers I shall say
nothing ; some of them are less hostile than others to
the English in Egypt ; their chief value is that their
editors have the sense to do what English editors ought
to do—they give a great deal of the gist of the native
papers. If the English papers devoted a page every
day to giving the spirit of the native Press, they would
have far more value than their whole contents at
present have. For one thing, it would be a great
check on the extravagances and treasons of vernacular
editors if they knew that there was an English editor
on the look-out for sensational copy, and an equal check
on the questions in the House of Commons about Egypt.
A paper like the Daily Mail or the Daily Express,
which made it its business to watch the native Press
like a cat and pounce upon every particularly foolish or
inflammatory passage, would be a most efficient scarecrow
and would supply Europeans in Egypt with far more
interesting reading than they ever get in their papers.
The column or two of telegrams which inform the
125
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Cairo Englishman that Mr. Winston Churchill has made
a speech in Welsh, or that Pankhurst II. is scratched
for some event in the Kempton Park Races, or that
England, playing against an Australian team at Sydney,
has made nine runs for five hundred and nine wickets
and declared,* has of course its value, and it is
essential that one should know who went to the
weekly dance at the ‘““ Savoy Hotel” two or three
days before. The entries for the race meeting at
Zagazig are also important; but why do the English
papers in Egypt not give more news about the real
state of the country? Why are there not more
leading articles like those one gets once in a way
from the Egyptian Gazette, reminding the British Agent,
and the British Advisers in the various Ministries,
that a landslide of British interests is in full motion
and that something must be done to stem its advance ?
For nearly six months I made a scrap-book out of all
the articles and news in the Egyptian papers published
in English, which were of the slightest interest to an
Englishman endeavouring to understand Egyptian
affairs. From the Egyptian Gazette 1 cut a certain
number of leaders—terse, well-written articles—ex-
pressing with a moderation due to the dignity of the
leading paper some state of affairs which required the
attention of the English managers in Egypt. More
often I cut from the Egyptian Morning News leaderettes,
brilliant in their sarcasm, scourging this or the other
abuse, but I seldom found much else to extract from
these papers except the report of some discovery of anti-
quities ; or a letter from someone who knew the country

* This telegram was actually among those sent out by a well-known agency to all
the leading hotels in Egypt.
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well, exposing some glaring abuse to which the
authorities were turning their blind eye, like Nelson at
the Battle of the Baltic; or pointing out some fresh
example of the thinness of the crust which separates the
English from an eruption in Egypt. For the rest I found
these papers humdrum sheets of telegrams from Eng-
land, reports of social gatherings in Cairo and Alexandria,
and commercial news. Their political value appeared
to me very far short of what it ought to be. There was
another paper published a short time before I came
away, which proposed to do something for these defi-
ciencies. I found it interesting enough, but I recognized
the fact that the additional material in it would not be
of sufficient interest to the English resident in Egypt,
who would not wish to be informed about the type of
education in vogue at El-Azhar, or other semi-guide book
curiosities.

What is needed in Egypt acutely, and I hope that
Lord Northcliffe will have the patriotism to supply it,
is an Egyptian edition of the Daily Mail, sleepless in
its vigilance in watching and exposing what is said in
the vernacular Press; sensational in its style,so as to
command attention; and giving the European news
adequately. Such a paper would at once become a
power in the land, especially if the political portions of
its contents were given in French as well as English.
It would be too much to expect the English Government
to have the sense to subsidize it, as it ought in the
interests of the British Occupation, but it should have
considerable circulation outside of Egypt among clubs,
newspaper offices, and people interested in Egypt.

Cairo has an unusually good Society paper, The
Sphinx, edited in excellent taste.
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The other Egyptian paper written in English while
I was in Egypt was the worthless and mischievous
Egyptian Standard. Latterly it took to appearing at
very irregular intervals, and I think its existence has
about terminated. It was written with the sole object
of stirring up bad blood against the English. It was
edited, I have been informed, by Irish irreconcilables,
ready in their hatred of England to be the hirelings and
servants of the lower races. This of itself proves that
the Egyptian Standard is quite unworthy of the least
attention from English politicians, editors, or authors.
But even if they remained in ignorance of the tainted
source from which its editors came, the perusal of its
contents for a single week would show them that it was
a mere magpies’ nest, made of anything which struck
a thievish eye by its noticeableness, without the slightest
reference to its nature or object. No lie was too foolish
to be offered to the readers of the Egyptian Standard.
If the Irishmen who edited it had thought it worth while
to give, as another example of English perfidy, that the
French for the last hundred years have been far better
cricketers than the English, but that the English have
taken the credit for it, into the Egyptian Standard
this egregious piece of information would go. Honour,
fact, accuracy, respect for the intelligence of its readers
meant absolutely nothing to the conductors of the
Egyptian Standard ; its business was to be a pétroleuse,
bespattering the English with inflammatory abuse.
Here are some examples.

I have chosen those referring to Lord Cromer and
his book, so that English readers may be able to judge
of their unfairness.
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“ Since the British Occupation, however, everything
possible has been done to hinder Egyptian industry.
Native handicrafts have been allowed to perish with-
out any steps being taken to replace them. The country
has been encouraged simply to grow cotton for Lan-
cashire, whilst any attempts to manufacture that cotton
at home have been discouraged. Naturally any deve-
lopment of the cotton manufactory in Egypt would be
regarded as a blow to Manchester, and so our straight-
forward, upright, incorrupt British Consul-General
crushed that development at the beginning. . . . . "

The next few quotations were reprinted from an
obscure English paper which arrogates to itself the
absurdly inappropriate name of Jusfice, in order to give
Egyptians a wrong idea of English opinion.

“Lord Cromer’s labours have been welcomed as
rare volumes of authentic history, and its author praised
for the accuracy of his aim, his abstention from
rhetorical devices, his cautious, statesmanlike utterances
and careful diplomatic expression! All of which is but
the grandiloquent and capitalistic way of saying that
it is unsurpassed for the quality of the slander and lies
which go to make up its hypocritical texts, as we shall
see. . . . As though a native nationality (sic) had no
right to oppose, and were not in duty bound to oppose,
the re-actionary tendencies of a band of unprincipled
marauders. As we shall see, however unintentionally
and unconsciously, the titled slanderer and murderer
of Egypt has in these volumes given the lie to this piece

of misrepresentation, etc. . . . Whilst he was com-
posing the present apology for the British murder,
pillage and barbarism. . . . Under the régime of Cromer

the Egyptian fellah has been reduced to abject poverty
and murdered for defending his home against the
attacks of British officers, who have deprived him of his
food and murdered his wife and himself out of their love
of sport.”

9
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Could anything illustrate better the gross unfairness
of the Egyptian Standard and the English rag which
calls itself ‘“ Justice.”

The fellah, instead of being impoverished by the
English, has reached a pitch of prosperity which he never
enjoyed before since the Pyramids were built. And what
do these papers mean when they talk about British
officers ‘“ attacking the fellah’s home and murdering
his wife and himself out of their love of sport.”
Shooting pigeons could not be called “depriving the
fellah of his food,” because it is notorious that he does
not keep them for food, but to make manure. Else-
where, in another quotation apparently, we read :

“Lord Cromer had British bayonets and British
diplomacy behind him. Without these he would have
cut a very small figure. It would be an unfair way of
putting it to say that in such circumstances any fool
would have done as well as Lord Cromer.”

The next extract is a translation from an article
in Al-Lewa, published in the same office, which appeared
in the Egyptian Standard :

““ These are the maladies of Egypt, my Lord. What
are the remedies and cures you applied to them
to rescue our country from them? ..........
We all know them, as you and the whole civilized
world did, and particularly the English Parlia-
ment. (1) The Ruin of the Educational Organization
of the Country, the Killing of the Arabic language, the
narrowing of the scholastic sphere of teaching to such
an extent that it has become insufficient for one-tenth
of those who require to be taught. (2) Struggling against
the Egyptian patriotic spirit and the punishinent of who-
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ever shows any love of liberty and independence. (3)
Playing fast and loose with the laws and institutions of
the country, until the judicial and administrative affairs
became proverbial for anarchy everywhere. (4) The
facilities you afforded to foreign countries which robbed
Egypt’s great blessings and left her in a stringent crisis.
You appeared during this crisis in the guise of the skilful
doctor, for you applied the Greek, Italian and English
worms to its body, the blood of which they sucked and
left it a mere skeleton. (5) The failure to prepare Egypt
by every possible means for self-government. Lord
Cromer in his book says that the difficulties that at-
tended Egyptian reforms were very many. Among
the most important of which is that one alien race, the
English, have had to control and guide a second alien
race, the Turks, by whom they are disliked, in the
government of a third race, the Egyptians. To these
latter both the paramount races are to a certain extent
unsympathetic. In the case of the Turks, the want of
sympathy has been mitigated by habit, by a common
religion, and by the use of a common language In the
case of the English, it has been mitigated by the respect
due to superior talents, and by the benefits which have
accrued to the population from British interference.
But we assure his Lordship that our dislike to the con-
quering races is never mitigated or changed.”

The gross unfairness of the Standard and Al-Lewa
is again shown in this attack on Lord Cromer, especially
under heading (3), where he is accused of making the
judicial and administrative affairs of Egypt proverbial
for anarchy, the truth being that nothing but Lord
Cromer’s strong hand prevented the Egyptian judicial
system from being overwhelmed with the universal
cheating and bribery of the country. Since Lord Cromer
left there have been the grossest miscarriages of justice,
notably in the opening up of law cases settled long ago,
where the winner of the case happens to be unpopular

9*
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with the Nationalists. The Moore case is another
instance.

The flowers of abuse in the Standard are nothing to
the flowers of abuse in Al-Lewa, the vernacular paper
published in the same office. Here is a literal trans-
lation of the article published by Sheikh Abdul-Aziz
Shawish, the editor-in-chief of A/-Lewa, on the 17th of
June, 1908, about Al-Watan, the chief Coptic paper:

“ Al-Watan committed the day before yesterday a
heinous crime which has doubled the public wrath against
it. On that day it besmirched its pages with the filth of
libel and the dirt of slander, which usually salify its
face on every day. It gave publicity to an article by
that petty writer who has gained disrepute and recorded
against himself ignorance in matters of history, as well
as the shame of ungratefulness for the benefits he and
his ancestors derived from Islam. Had Islam been as
pictured in that article, neither its writer, Farid Kamel,
nor the owner of A/-Watan would have been transferred
from the bodies of their fathers to those of their mothers,
to appear in these days with diabolical souls in human
form.* You two fools, it was Islam that saved you
from the hands of the Greeks after many centuries of
bondage, during which you were employed as beasts,
cursed with tongues, kicked with feet. You threw your-
selves into the arms of Islam, and it saved your blood
and protected your women and children. Had Islam
been as you say, it would have crushed and annihilated
you, throwing your remains to the winds to cleanse and
purify the Egyptian soil from your black forms. It
would have extracted your tongues so that you might
not speak,and amputated your fingers so that you might
not write. You accepted its rule and it harboured you ;
you claimed its protection, and it supported you, giving
you the rights of its own adherents. Furthermore, it
allowed you to manage your own affairs and to be your
own judges, unless you voluntarily appealed for our

* The original Arabic here is too immoral and vulgar to be translated word for word.
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ruling and accepted our judgment. How, then, was
‘ humanity tortured,” as you say, you fools, amidst
people with such a religion and such divine laws ?

““ For thirteen centuries you were in the bosom of
Islam, which cared for you and nursed you, while you
increased in wealth a,ndy numbers. Had you lived for
even a quarter of that period with the English, they
would have made you like the Redskins of America or
the brown race of Australia, roaming in the wild forests
and sleeping in caves like the beasts of the desert. Or
had you been the subjects of King Leopold in the Congo,
he would have made your hair into ropes and your skins
into soles. He would have tortured your bodies to
pieces with lashes and chained you with iron while you
carried great weights. Or had you been in Ireland, the
English would have thrown you away and discarded
you just as they do with their old shoes. They would
have driven you out of your country with utter
contempt.

“ We have lived in this country so long according to
the tenets of Islam, brothers in nationality, neighbours
exchanging visits and advice. What is the reason now of
this change in your attitude ? Perhaps you saw that
the occupation people had the same religion as yours,
and you thought of selling them your country and your
conscience for severing all connection with us after all
these centuries ? Such is the doing of renegades and
traitors !

“Your shrieks have reached heaven in claiming
the right to certain high administrative posts. You say
that it was Islam that enslaved and humiliated you,
that denied you the right to these posts. You even had
the audacity to describe the weakness and wretchedness
of Mohammedans, threatening them with revenge now
that the time facilitates revenge. Ah! you may be
excused for not knowing what Islam is; but you have
treated with contempt the Mohammedans who are in
their country like the crouching lion that did not
pounce only because it knew that your shrieks were no
more than the buzz of flies in the elephants’ ears with-
out the least annoying effect. I do not wonder at your
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ignorance of Islam and its glory more than I wonder at
your ignorance of the rules and laws of this country.
Read these different laws, criminal, civil, commercial
and others. Do you find therein any distinction between
sects on account of their faiths ? Read the laws pro-
mulgated during the Ministry of Riaz Pasha, and you
will see that the Egyptian nationality was the only con-
dition of public service without the least distinction
between faith and faith. Of course, there are certain
posts that cannot be filled except by Mohammedans.
These remain in Moslem hands and will remain so, even
if you open your mouths for shrieking so wide that your
upper jaw reached heaven and your lower jaw touched
the soil on which our shoes tread. e e e e

‘““How these two base persons attack the religion
of the Egyptian Government, the religion of our Sultan
and Khedive, the religion of the majority, the religion of
truth, the religion of justice, the religion of tolerance and
equality! You have shown this bigotry and this
audacity in attacking Mohammedans and their faith
because the Mohammedans have been too generous in
dealing with you. You know that had the Moham-
medans wished it, they would have blown you to atoms.
Silence, you impudent fools! An account lies before
you which, if neglected by the Government, will be
backed by eleven millions of Mohammedans, who will
neither neglect that account nor forget.”

Coming to the vernacular Press, I must necessarily
speak in more general terms. It also falls naturally into
three classes. 1. Honourable papers like EI-Mok-
hattam, which have for their whole object the improve-
ment of the relations between the Egyptians and the
foreigners resident in their midst, who will have raised
Egypt to the level of a European country if misguided
Egyptian politicians do not insist on plunging it back
into barbarism. 2. Moderate papers, like Al-Minbar,
which voice the aspirations of the educated Egyptians
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for Parliamentary institutions and for having the
control of the legislation and administration of their
country in their own hands. There are not many papers
of this class, and they are all subject to lapses into ex-
tremism when an editor or contributor forgets his part
and becomes an undiluted Mohammedan. The papers
of this class have nothing like the influence of the papers
of the third class. 3. The third class consists of the
uncompromising Nationalist papers, which demand the
instant withdrawal of the English from the country and
the granting of a liberal Constitution by the Khedive.
The firebrand in this class is the paper called Al-Lewa,
formerly edited by Mustapha Pasha Kamel, and now by
Mohammed Bey Ferid—in fact, the paper edited by the
official head for the time being of the Nationalist or-
ganization. The stock-in-trade of this paper consists of
appeals to the religious and political passions of the
lowest class of Mohammedans. It sticks at no lie, no
calumny, no baseness of any kind. It is demagogic in
the worst sense of the word ; it has not the slightest
regard for facts, the slightest sense of responsibility, the
slightest care for the good of its country. Its one
object is to get rid of existing institutions and place the
destinies of Egypt in the hands of the gang of adven-
turers who are conspiring in the name of Nationalism
to hand their country over to the antediluvian and
barbaric rule of Pan-Islamism, in order that they may
enjoy the sweets of power and plunder. The aims of
Al-Lewa are frankly predatory. Egypt used to be a
country, the members of this gang remind themselves,
where the opportunities for bribery and blackmail were
unlimited. They propose to restore this Utopia.

The character of A/-Lewa may be faintly gauged from
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the specimens of the Egyptian Standard already quoted,
for the Egyptian Standard was nominally the English
edition of Al-Lewa. But inasmuch as wild beasts have
cunning as well as ferocity, it will be understood that
the editor had the sagacity not to print in the English
edition the vilest appeals to fanaticism which appeared in
the vernacular edition. Not many of the English in Egypt
can read Arabic. Few of those who are able, trouble to
read the native papers; therefore, the Al-Lewa and
Egyptian Standard editors were wise in their generation.

One of the burning questions in the Egyptian Na-
tionalism is, where does Turkey come in ?

There are plenty of Pan-Islamists in Egypt who
would welcome Egypt’s relapsing into a mere province
of Turkey because the Sultan of Turkey happens to be
the head of their religion. They argue that, but for
Turkey, Egypt would long ago have become a colony of
England. They say that for many years Turkey has
done nothing to interfere with the liberties of Egypt
(which is still technically a province of Turkey and
pays a tribute of six hundred and eighty thousand
pounds a year for that privilege). They say that Eng-
land has taken away all the liberties of Egypt which
Turkey gave.

That even the moderate Nationalist Press is at heart
bitterly antagonistic to the Englishis proved by the way
its writers every now and then let the cat out of the bag.
Sheikh Ali Youssef, the proprietor of the paper called
Al-Moayad (and it is said of the A/-Minbar also), poses
as an Egyptian Liberal, which means that he clamours
for the Egyptians being entrusted with the legislation
and administration of their country, but protests that
he is not demanding that the English should withdraw
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from the country until everything is quite ripe for that
desire of his heart to be fulfilled. But just before I
came away an Arab gentleman translated to me a lead-
ing article of the Sheikh’s, a little thing of four and a
half columns, in which his pen ran away with him, and
he stormed in the best Nationalist vein about the Eng-
lish being more tyrannical to Egypt than the Turks had
ever been; repeated that Turkey had given Egypt her
liberty and England had taken it away ; and wound up
by saying that ‘‘ England wishes to deprive us of Egypt
as she deprived us of Cyprus.”

Now these words are pure nonsense, unless we sup-
pose Sheikh Ali Youssef to be writing solely as a member
of the Turkish Empire; writing, in fact, pro Turco.
Cyprus did not belong to Egypt, and had nothing what-
ever to do with it. Sheikh Ali Youssef was writing as
a Pan-Islamist. He may not be a Pan-Islamist sincerely
—for one thing nobody ever credits him with sincerity
at all—but it shows that he is willing to coquet with
Pan-Islamism, to which his circumstances would incline
him, since his wife belongs to the family of the Prophet,
her father having been the most direct representative of
the family in Egypt. He was elected to the Legislative
Council at the last election, but the Cairo Court of
Appeal declared him to be ineligible and quashed his
election.

Hafiz Awad, the editor of Al-Minbar, is a man of
moderate ideas ; at any rate, he speaks moderately, but
Sheikh Ali Youssef cannot be trusted to remain moderate
unless he finds that it pays—he wishes to be head of
a party—he is not credited with caring much what its
exact lights are so long as he is head of an influential
party. Hafiz Awad drew up a manifesto about the
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proposed Egyptian Constitution, which is given in a
footnote.*

® 70, Gower Street, W.C.,
17th August, 1907.
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS.
SIR,

I have the honour to submit to you the enclosed outline of the views and
wishes of the Egyptian nation as regards the changes in the Administration of Egypt
which we have reason to believe will be satisfactory to our people, having been already
sanctioned by the General Assembly at its recent meeting, and which appear to us to be
of a nature which His Majesty’s Government may properly agree to.

The proposals for establishing the Constitution which I have the honour to submit,
are based on the schemes put forward by the Earl of Dufferin in 1883. These
proposals are capable of expansion or modification as may be deemed expedient when
the details are arranged ; but we venture to think that they are the minimum of the
reforms necessary for the reasonable satisfaction of the Egyptian people, in accordance
with the pledges repeatedly given to them by the Representatives of His Majesty's
Government.

I may add that copies of this letter and the enclosure will be forwarded to Members
of Parliament and the Press.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
A. HAFIZ AWAD,
Editor-Proprietor of A/-Minbar,
Cairo.

PROGRAMME OF THE EGYPTIAN NATIONALIST PARTY.
PRINCIPAL POINTS.

1. Free and compulsory education in Kuttabs and Primary Schools.

2. Arabic to be the medium of instruction in all schools.

3. The creation of a Constitution under which legislative powers should be conferred
upon the General Assembly and Legislative Council, so far as concerns Egyptians
and purely Egyptian interests. (See Proposals herewith).

4. Government officials of European nationality to be gradually replaced by Egyptians.

§. Criminal jurisdiction of Consular Courts to be transferred to Mixed Courts.

SuBsIDIARY POINTS.
1. Release of Denshawai prisoners and amendment of Decree of 1895, concerning the
Special Court.
2. A Municipal Government for Cairo.
3. Village Omdehs to be elected by the whole mass of the villagers (owners and
labourers alike).
PROPOSALS
For establishing an Egyptian Constitution to include the Legislative Council and the
General Assembly.

ELeEcTORAL LAw, 1883.—The only amendment proposed is to substitute Direct
for Indirect representation. In other words, to abolish the ¢lectessr délégué, and
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The Twelfth Clause of the proposed Constitution,

stating that ‘“any limitations necessary to secure
foreign Powers and foreigners from legislative inter-
ference are to be accepted,” without which the Powers
would none of them consent to the existence of an
Egyptian Parliament, would render the whole thing
practically nugatory, except as regards the construction
of public works ; and as public works cannot proceed
without either loans or taxation, and no financier
would lend any money to an autonomous Egypt, public
works could not proceed unless the Egyptians would

o &

10.

12.

let the people vote directly for the Members who are to represent them in
both Chambers.

Organic Law, 1883.—Retain two Chambers as at present. Let the Legislative
Council be the Lower or First Chamber, and the General Assembly the Second
Chamber. Retain the same number of Members in the First Chamber, but
substitute Seven Under-Secretaries of State—one for each Ministry—for seven
of the nominated Members. Second Chamber to be constituted as at present,
save that the Members of the First Chamber are to be excluded therefrom,
except when deliberating upon the Budget proposals. Annual Sessions of
sufficient length to permit of proper discussion.

QUALIFICATION OF MEMBERS of both Chambers to be identical, viz., £E20 paid
in taxation on property per annum. This would necessitate the lowering of the
property qualification for the First Chamber.

SITTINGS of both Chambers to be free to the Public and Press.

RULES OF PROCEDURE to be passed by a Joint Committee of both Chambeis.

ALL GOVERNMENT MEASURES to be introduced into the First Chamber. Private
Members of both Chambers may initiate Legislation in the Chamber to which
they belong.

No LAw FROM AND AFTER THE PROMULGATION OF THIS DECREE TO BE
VALID unless it has been voted by both Chambers and received the assent of
His Highness the Khedive.

THE VETO of His Highness the Khedive may be over-ridden by a vote of two-
thirds majority of both Chambers.

AccounTs for preceding year and Budget to be presented to both Chambers on
1st of March and to be dealt with by 31st of March.

PRESIDENT AND TWO VICE-PRESIDENTS for each Chamber to be elected by the
Chambers themselves.

Powers OF CHAMBERS.—Full jurisdiction in all matters which are purely
Egyptian.

ForgIGN RESIDENTs.—Foreigners not to be entitled to vote for Members of the
Legislative Council and General Assembly, but any limitations necessary to
secure foreign Powers and foreigners from legislative interference to be accepted.
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submit to taxes from which the foreigners were exempt.
For foreigners, to whom so many industrial concerns in
Egypt belong, would never consent to be taxed to pay
for the jobs perpetrated by a Nationalist Parliament.

Lord Cromer, in an annual report, has recorded it as
his opinion that if the Egyptian Parliament had a
Ministry responsible to the Chamber and dependent for
its existence on the maintenance of a majority, and com-
plete control over the finances of the country, that “a
state of things would be produced which might without
exaggeration be called chaotic. Intrigue,” he says,
‘“ of all sorts would be rife. The system of bribery and
corruption which was at one time so prevalent in the
country, and which is even now only dying a lingering
death, would receive a fresh impulse. It is more than
probable that under the specious title of free institu-
tions, the worst evils of personal government would
re-appear. The handing over complete financial control
to the Chamber would almost inevitably,” he considers,
‘““lead to national bankruptcy. Can any sane man,” he
asks, ‘ believe that a country which had for centuries
past been exposed to the worst forms of misgovernment
at the hands of its rulers, from Pharaohs to Pashas, and
in which, but ten years ago, only 9'5 per cent. of the
men and ‘3 per cent. of the women could read and
write, is capable of suddenly springing into a position
which will enable it to exercise full rights of autonomy
with advantage to itself and to others interested in its
welfare ? The idea is absurd. The programme of the
National party is quite incapable of realization at
present, and it may well be doubted whether, in the
form in which it is now conceived, it can ever be
realized.”
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Hafiz Awad admits that the immediate with-
drawal of the English would precipitate a financial
crash ; he does not object to the Army of Occupation,
provided Egyptians are allowed Parliamentary inde-
pendence. He admits that the change would take time,
because, in the present state of things, if the English
officials were withdrawn, there are no Egyptians trained
to take their places ; he attaches much importance to the
training of Egyptians for the special purpose of replacing
the English officials at the earliest opportunity. He
does not think it would be good for Egypt for the
English to withdraw before the Egyptian constitutional
machine is working. He places the needful reforms in
the following order :—

1. Educational developments. 2. The Granting of
Parliamentary Institutions. 3. The Reform of the
Kadis’ Courts. 4. The Reform of the Mohammedan
University of El-Azhar. 5. The Emancipation of
Women.

He is extremely interested in legislation to check
abuses like the sale of cheap and vile intoxicants—he
would like to root out the Greek distilleries which
make and sell a highly intoxicating compound labelled
whisky at two piastres for a quart bottle, and brandy
for a piastre and a half. He complains that the English
try to please the small Powers at the expense of the
Egyptians, but here, of course, he should blame the
Capitulations.

Hafiz Awad is apparently an amiable, moderate
man, but he has not very clear ideas. He says, for
instance, in a plausible way: ‘“ No education can be
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perfect unless it is conducted by the people themselves.
Egyptians would subscribe money for the purpose of
education if the teaching were in Arabic.”” But he does
not see what this means. The number of good text-
books in Arabic, the number of good books of any kind
in Arabic, is so limited that the education would be
terribly limited. He voices the Egyptian demand for
universities ““like the English universities, not superficial
affairs” ; but I have shown in the chapter on Education
how impossible it would be to create an Oxford or
Cambridge out of Egyptian students. They are only just
beginning to outgrow El-Azhar—a typical medizval
university—a thirteenth-century Oxford.

Hafiz Awad may be perfectly sincere in his declara-
tion that he does not wish the aspirations of Egyptian
Nationalism to be realized by coquetting with France
or any other Power ; that he does not wish to force the
hand of the English by leaguing with the Irish Na-
tionalists, or any other organization hostile to England;
that he does not wish to be identified with Egyptian
agitators ; that he is unwilling to have any Irish Na-
tionalist among the people working for an Egyptian
Constitution in London. He declares that the interests
of Egypt are not advanced when the Irish use them
as a stalking-horse in their anti-British campaign in
the House of Commons. ‘

It is interesting to compare with the manifesto of
Hafiz Awad that of the new Nationalist Party, of
whom Aknukh Fanus Effendi is the spokesman. This
has been spoken of as the Landowners’ Party, because
Aknukh Fanus has the support of the Egyptians who
have the greatest stake in the country.

In a good many points the Constitution is one which
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should commend itself to the English Government.
Lord Cromer’s idea of a Legislative Council composed
of foreign residents in Egypt, which occupied so much
of his 1906 and 1907 reports, is put into practice by
providing that half the lower chamber should consist
of foreign residents of five years’ standing, and that
foreigners who have been naturalized are to count as
Egyptians, while the terms of naturalization are to be
made easy. This would prevent blind financial legisla-
tion, as the foreigners elected would chiefly be members
of the commercial community.

The weak points of the manifesto are that it shirks
the questions of the chief magnitude. The loose phrase,
‘ the independence of Egypt,” is allowed to stand for
the withdrawal of the Army of Occupation and the
surrender of British control, which are questions that
would have to be most specifically treated. The mani-
festo practically implies the British evacuation of the
Sudan, of which half-possession and entire control are
permanently secured to Great Britain by treaty, and
could not be surrendered.

Also it is certain that the great body of Egyptian
Nationalists would not, at present, be prepared to
accept it. But it is worth close study, because it con-
tains the germs from which the Egyptian Constitution
will ultimately be developed, and because it is con-
ceived in a statesmanlike spirit of moderation and
compromise, though it is not sufficiently precise about
essentials.

In a word, it is typical of the Egyptian way of con-
ducting a transaction. It shows a knowledge of what
would be broadly acceptable to the other party; it
shows an honest desire to gratify the other party. But
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everything is so vague that when it comes to business
the divergences appear insuperable.*

Hafiz Awad and Aknukh Fanus Effendi stand away
from the Nationalists of the Mustapha Pasha Kamel type
by the fact that they endeavour to convince English
opinion, whereas the Kamel party simply appeal to

# ¢“The Aims of the Party,”’ voiced by Aknukh Fanus Effendi, as given in the
Daily Telegraph of September 8th, 1908, are :—

(a) In order to ensure for Egypt the possession of and command of the Nile, which
is the life of the country, Egypt and the Soudan must be one and inseparable.

(b) The independence of Egypt.

(c) The abolition of the capitulations.

(d) The prosperity and progress of the dwellers in the Nile Valley.

(e) Consider the word ‘‘ Egyptian '’ as comprising those of Egyptian origin and
those naturalised.

(f) To facilitate the condition of Egyptian naturalisation.

Aknukh Fanus Effendi then proceeds to lay down the means and methods for the
attainment of these aims—namely :

1. The establishment of real friendship and sincerity between Egypt and England in
order to gain the confidence of England.

2. To retain good and friendly relations with the foreigners resident in Egypt, and
to guarantee the safety of their rights and interests by a sure and just legislation.

3. To entirely separate religion from politics, and to ensure perfect equality to all
residents in common rights, and of the Egyptians in national rights, by a sure and just
legislation, irrespective of race or creed.

4. The imposition of income-tax on all residents, foreigners, or Egyptians.

5. The making of a treaty between England and Egypt for the purpose of, on the
one hand, ensuring the freedom of English trade in Egypt and guaranteeing the freedom
of the Egyptian ports and of the Suez Canal to England in the time of peace and war ;
on the other hand, England will promise to uphold the independence of Egypt and to
prevent foreign aggression.

6. The formation of two Constitutional Chambers of the country, composed as
follows :

(a) The first chamber, with legislative powers, to be composed of members half
of which are to be elected from foreigners who have resided in Egypt for at least
five years, the other half to be Egyptians.

All members to be elected in such a manner as to fully represent cach
community.

The president to Le elected by the members; in case of an equal vote the
decision to be made by the drawing of a *“ lot.”’

In case of an equality of votes on any question in the chamber the casting vote
to be given by the president.

(b) The second chamber for general control to be composed of Deputies elected
by Egyptians only, in such a way as to represent each community.

7. The compulsory preliminary education of both sexes.

8. The uniformity of jurisdiction.
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the lowest passions of the Egyptian mob without the
slightest regard to truth or justice, or even probability.
Lord Cromer had the vernacular papers read for him
every day, and has recorded the results. He says:

“T consider it as part of my duty to read many of
the articles which appear in the vernacular papers—
notably those which are opposed to British policy in
Egypt. I do so mainly with a view to ascertaining
whether they contain any practical suggestions which
are worthy of consideration. That the views of the
writers should, on all subjects, be tinged by their poli-
tical opinions is natural enough, and cannot justly form
matter for complaint. I thought, however, at one time
that occasionally something might be learnt from them
as regards administrative and other local matters of a
non-political character. In this respect I have been
disappointed. I find that facts are generally misstated,
and often wilfully perverted, and that vague declama-
tion, wholly erroneous and even fantastic ideas as to
the motives and intentions, not only of England, but of
other foreign Powers, and sweeping generalities, which
are not accompanied by any semblance of proof, form
the principal stock-in-trade of these writers. I do not
remember ever to have read, in any of the newspapers
of which I am now speaking, a single accurate, well-
argued, or useful article, on such matters as finance,
education, or the working of the judicial system. On
the whole, I think it may be said with truth that con-
stant perusal of those vernacular papers which strongly
advocate Egyptian autonomy is well calculated to con-
vince any one who, like myself, is most desirous to
afford reasonable sympathy to Egyptian aspirations,
that the rapid realization of those aspirations would be
disastrous to the Egyptians themselves and to all
interested in the welfare of Egypt. I commend the
above remarks to the attention of the writers in these
newspapers. Notably, I would observe that, if they
wish to be taken seriously, and to obtain the ear of any
but those who are wholly ignorant of Egyptian affairs,

I0
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they will do well to base their conclusions on real
instead of on purely imaginary facts.”

The representatives of the most respectable ele-
ments of Egyptian society warned him that the un-
fettered licence allowed to the vernacular Press was an
unmixed evil. For some reason, perhaps because free-
dom of the Press was a favourite cry of the parrot poli-
ticians at home, he did not see his way to interfere with it.
It may be even that the English who read the wanton
attacks made on all Christian authority in the Egyptian
vernacular Press are in truth better off than the French,
whose censorship in Tunis and Algeria is so severe that
they never learn the true trend of native opinion. In
any case, Lord Cromer paid little heed to the outrageous
utterances of the vernacular Press until the Sinai in-
cident occurred. Here the Sultan was making a wanton
attack upon the integrity of Egypt, but the vernacular
Press of Egypt represented it instead as a wanton attack
by the British Government on the position held by the
head of the Moslem religion and the Suzerain of Egypt.
Lord Cromer’s retort was a masterstroke of policy, of
exactly the kind which Oriental people understand best.
He did nothing to interfere with the freedom of the
Egyptian Press. He said that all it went to prove was
that the Egyptian people were still in the highest degree
credulous, and that the Egyptian agitators were wholly
unscrupulous as to the methods they were prepared to
adopt for imposing on the credulity of the masses and
for inflaming their passions. But in order to show them
that an unscrupulous agitation of this kind would not
have the effect they desired in weakening the British
action and hurrying the withdrawal of the English Occu-
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pation, he considered that it was necessary to increase
the Army of Occupation by a force which cost the
Egyptian Treasury an additional forty-five thousand
pounds a year.

‘‘ Because it was essential to show that British policy
in Egypt, being based on the fact of a situation which is
only capable of very gradual change, is not liable to be
influenced, nor the British Occupation disturbed, by any
passing wave of local opinion.”

The career of the Nationalist party in Egypt hasbeen
largely identified with the career of the newspaper
Al-Lewa, of which the Egyptian Standard was the English
edition. The same man, Mustapha Pasha Kamel, was
editor of the paper and leader of the party. If the
contents of the Standard were any index to the contents
of Al-Lewa, it cannot be denied that it was conducted
in an interesting manner. Every kind of picturesque
lie and effective misstatement was pressed into its
service. It appealed frankly to the passions and pre-
judices of the proletariat. It got up all sorts of petitions
and agitations. But when Mustapha Pasha Kamel died
a change was made in its staff, resulting in the retirement
or dismissal of Ahmed Effendi Hilmy, who was a sort of
editor of Al-Lewa. As soon as his connection with it
terminated, having a true Egyptian indifference to con-
siderations of gratitude, he at once rounded upon it and
supplied a writer in a rival paper, Al-Akbar, with the
following damaging revelations : “ The Al-Lewa,” said
its late editor, “no longer follows the policy of its
founder, the late Mustapha Pasha Kamel, for the simple
reason that the brother of Mustapha Kamel is trying to
curry favour with the English in order to get them to
pay Mustapha’s debts.”” Al-Lewa retorted by an article

10*
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which said that Ahmed Hilmy was a nobody, a mere
underling, who was not trusted to do anything of im-
portance on the Al-Lewa. The convenient friend once
more took up the cudgels for Ahmed Hilmy in Al-Akbar.
Ahmed Hilmy, he said, was the man who got up the
National indignation about the Denshawai affair. He
was the man who wrote the articles which attracted so
much attention in the Al-Lewa about Moslems and
Islamism, Patrie and Patriotism, The Living Feeling,
The National Sympathies, The Young Egyptian, The
Well-Directed Young Egyptian, The Man of the Future,
The Full Independence, The Evacuation in the Shortest
Possible Time, Lift up Your Voice, Ask for Your Rights,
etc.

Ahmed Hilmy, said his friend, wrote all the petitions
which came in from different quarters about the Den-
shawai affair or the demanding a Parliament in Egypt.
It was he who got up the idea for a subscription for a
Moslem fleet ; it was he who got up the idea of bringing
letters and telegrams from right and left in every in-
stance where public opinion was required, or praise for
the Al-Lewa or Mustapha Pasha Kamel were needed.
He was the organizer of all the Nationalist demonstrations
and receptions ; he was the writer of all the different
epistles which were attributed to every class and rank
of society ; he was the inventor of the names and sig-
natures which appeared beneath them ; he was the ori-
ginator of the different forms of attack. In short, says
the ingenious writer in the Al-Akbar, Ahmed Hilmy was
‘“ the turner of the wheel of perpetual motion which
attracted the mind and hypnotized the heart and opened
the pockets and established the leadership of the late
Mustapha Kamel. It was Hilmy who soared upon the
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horizon of the country fluttering over the heads of the
inhabitants.” ‘If,” says the writer in AJAkbar, “it
had not been for his noble character and his gratitude
to his principals he could have dealt the present managers
of Al-Lewa wounds that reached their bones and exposed
their actions.”

The meaning of all this rigmarole is that none of the
petitions and correspondence of indignation against the
English, with which A/-Lewa was flooded, were genuine—
they were all concocted in the office by this man, Ahmed
Hilmy, who consequently became so ‘ swollen-headed ”’
that the new editor, when Mustapha Pasha Kamel died,
did not care to retain his services.



EGYPTIAN BANKRUPTCY.

EGYPTIAN bankruptcy stares you in the facc at Cairo.
The whole city looks like a Sicilian beggar, with nothing
on his head or his arms or below his knees, and a hundred
odd patches on his coat.

The Egyptians, as usual, were in a hurry to pull
down before they knew whether they would ever be able
to build up again. They are just the same in building
speculations as in politics. They are jerries to the soles
of their feet. In this instance they went to perdition
faster than usual because they had the foreigners, ex-
cept the English, as well as the Levantines, to help
them.

The result on. the appearance of Cairo is appalling.
A garden city was projected. They cut down the trees
and rooted up the flowers in a number of Pashas’ gardens
which used to be earthly paradises for laying out their
garden city. I suppose it received its name in sarcasm
because it was made out of gardens, not because it was
going to have them. In any case it now consists of
dust-heaps.

Cairo is the city of dust-heaps. When the Crusaders
came to Egypt seven or eight centuries ago, the then
Caliph, not having enough men to garrison the whole
city, made a rubbish heap of Al-Fustat, the original
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Arab capital: it is a rubbish-heap still, covering a good
part of a square mile, without a habitation on it. It
is a good thing that Cairo bankruptcy came when it
did, or they would have had a garden city on the rubbish
heaps of Al-Fustat, which have not been properly
excavated yet and may contain valuable antiquities.
There is another lot of medi®val rubbish-heaps—quite
a range of hills—between the end of the Muski and the
Tombs of the Caliphs.

But these are ancient history. During the develop-
ment-mania in Cairo, thirty-one land companies began
to buy and develop suburban lands. With Egyptian
vanity and ignorance, they thought they needed a city
as large as London. It would have taken half the in-
habitants of Egypt to fill it. They were not troubled
about that. They wanted people to speculate in houses,
not to live in them. They at once proceeded to buy
and lay waste all the country houses in the outskirts
of Cairo. At Ghezireh they destroyed the grounds of
the Ghezireh Palace ; on the road out to Old Cairo they
destroyed the villas and gardens of the Royal Family,
and have left a scene of dust and desolation not exceeded
by the rubbish-heaps of Al-Fustat itself. At Roda
Island, which has the sentimental value of being the
supposed site where Princess Bint-Anat, the Pharaoh’s
daughter, found Moses in the bulrushes, they did not
get much further than persuading the Pashas to desert
their beautiful villas and let them go to ruin for money
which they most of them never received. They de-
populated the garden suburb of Choubra in the same way
for a garden city which was still-born. They left open
grinning foundations in the two hundred acres they
bought at Rod-el-Farag, on the way out to the cafés
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and the dancing-girls on the banks of the Nile. There
were to be houses all the way to the Pyramids, a
trifle of eight miles, and all the way to Helwan, which
takes you about an hour to reach in the train. Out in
these wilds land was fetching a pound a metre, and
enormous villas in the worst Swiss taste began to rise.
Providence allowed a few to be finished as a warning
to posterity. But they mostly stopped at the founda-
tions or the lower half of the ground-floor, just enough
to show that the Nile would have flooded them in a good
year.

But the climax was at the modern Heliopolis, whose
bones are whitening in the desert out of reach of Cairo.
This was the wildest of all the wild-cat schemes. But
the founders had capital—real capital, not Egyptian
credit—so there are some buildings to show for it, though
it will never succeed unless the people take leave of their
senses.

The desolation of buildings pulled down and gardens
uprooted to make room for more ambitious byildings,
which bankruptcy nipped in the bud, pierces right into
the heart of Cairo. You find them even in the central
thoroughfares which lead up to the Ezbekiya Gardens.
They are almost sadder where the foundations have been
laid and the walls were beginning to rise. Banks, hotels,
flats, stately business premises were imagined with the
utmost freedom for these eligible sites. They were to
have had everything but proper drainage, and the prime
sarcasm of it all is, that there are not enough new houses
in Cairo to accommodate the population, though there
seem to be thousands of them begun. The owners of
the land are either too bankrupt to finish the houses
on it, or they are waiting to get out of their speculations
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with a profit. But it is necessary to the existence of
Cairo that the price of land, and with it rents, should
drop. The residents can hardly live there, and business
is almost killed on account of the high rents. Every-
thing is forced and unnatural. How did this bank-
ruptcy of a city come about ? Chiefly on account of
Egyptian vanity and recklessness.

It began with the boom in cotton, which in 1903
rose to a level that had not been known for fifteen years,
and which has since been maintained. The exports,
in which cotton is by far the most important item, in-
creased immensely. The Egyptian would not have been
true to his nature if the imports had not increased on
the same scale. New banking and mortgage companies
were formed, and those which existed already added
largely to their resources with capital provided almost
entirely from abroad. The price of the agricultural
land rose rapidly, though the English did what they
could to check mischief by extensive sales of properties
on the ex-Khedivial lands which they administered.
The cost of food increased, and so did the cost of labour,
the prices of local securities advanced, all sorts of mad
companies were floated, and a boom began of dimensions
which should have staggered the banks. But for a
time all went well. The high prices continued, the
cotton crop of 19gob6 realized no less than twenty-seven
millions. *‘ Capital,” says Sir Eldon Gorst, in his re-
port, ‘“ was raised with facility on the European markets
and dispensed with equal facility in Egypt.” Over-
trading with excessive credit became general. The
demand for house accommodation caused a rise in rents.
This caused a rise in the price of building land, and a rush
to purchase urban and suburban plots. Numerous
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companies were formed for the purpose of dealing in
building land, and some of them declared large profits in
a fabulously short space of time. .Even this might have
done some good if any of them had thought of building
cheap houses. But for the moment people were making
money so fast that they did not mind rents. The banks
were so anxious to make money that they opened un-
limited credit, and the money so borrowed was spent in
the wildest way. ‘ Despite certain momentary checks,
such as that caused by the downfall of the Sucreries
Company in 1905,” says Sir E. Gorst, ‘“ the wave of
speculation continued till 19o7. For some time, however,
it had been apparent (but seemingly only to the Govern-
ment), that, as soon as fresh supplies of capital were
no longer forthcoming, a re-action must ensue. Early
in 1907 the unsoundness of the position began to be felt
in financial centres.” Credit stopped in a minute. The
Egyptians thought that the English had stopped it
to show their power. Shares had to be sold to save
credit, but as bad shares would not sell, good ones had
to be sold. The very best were prostrated by the panic.
National Bank shares went down in one week from
twenty-eight to five, though they, of course, rose again
after the panic was over. People who had been rich—
rich enough to have expensive luxuries like dahabeahs
a year before—had not enough money to buy food. The
Jew usurers laid the foundations of a great business in
jewels ; dog-carts and motors sold for a third of their
prices. There were a few, like the son of a man who had
been a mammoth hotel keeper, who had the sense to
job a motor instead of selling it. Sir E. Gorst describes
the downward movement in the prices of local securities,
which sounded the bottom in June; the general rush to
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liquidate ; the general feeling of alarm and distrust
that took the place of the confidence in the future of
Egyptian enterprise which had prevailed alike in Egypt
and abroad only a few months before; the banks
refusing further advances altogether; the almost im-
possibility of renewing the existing credits culminating
in the run on the Cassa di Sconto ed Risparmio and
that bank having to close its doors. Business in Cairo
was at a standstill. There was a fear lest this situation
should re-act on the fellahin. This, however, did not
happen, and even in Cairo many of the Arabs had made
money, for suburban properties sold at very high prices,
though, of course, in some cases they did not get the
money before the crash came and took away all chance
of their ever getting it.

The actual crisis is over now, but Cairo is full of
bankrupt stocks of land which have produced the most
appalling effect on the appearance of the city, because
building operations were stopped with the suddenness
with which operations were suspended in the Old Testa-
ment by angels with flaming swords. I have been in
places devastated by some of the great earthquakes and
volcanic eruptions of modern times a few months after
the disasters. They looked no worse than Cairo after
its eruption of bankruptcy. It is to be hoped that these
bankrupt stocks of land will be disposed of in the same
way as the drapers in the London suburbs sell off the
bankrupt stocks of ‘“ a well-known West End firm.” If
Sir Eldon Gorst’s action in refusing to bolster up the
financial institutions of Cairo, which had lent money on
land, with two millions of Government funds, results
in a wholesale sacrifice of Cairo land-values, he will have
done Egypt a service not easily to be exaggerated. Of
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course, the said institutions pretend that the money is
needed to prevent them having to foreclose on the mort-
gaged lands of the fellahin. But careful investigation
points to the fact that the money really is being demanded

to relieve the Cairo land-rings.



THE ARMY OF OCCUPATION

THE Army of Occupation consists roughly of three
Infantry regiments, a Cavalry regiment, some Mounted
Infantry, some Garrison and Horse Artillery, and some
Royal Engineers, and detachments of the non-com-
batant services, at Cairo; of a regiment of Infantry,
some Royal Artillery, and Royal Engineers, with the
requisite non-combatants, at Alexandria ; and of a regi-
ment of Infantry and a few Artillerymen at Khartum.

They are commanded by a Major-General in the
British Army, who, with his staff and the head-
quarters of the Royal Engineers, the Army Service
Corps, the Royal Army Medical Corps, the Army
Veterinary Corps, the Army Chaplain’s Department,
the Army Ordnance Corps, and the Army Pay Depart-
ment, are accommodated in the Headquarters of the
Army of Occupation in the Sharia Kasr-el-Nil, near the
Opera House.

The occupation of the Army of Occupation is sport.
They do their drill—very well ; they are kept in a
high state of readiness in case of an émeute—they are
used to add prestige to social gatherings ; they are the
life and soul of entertainments, both with their uniforms
and their purses, but, collectively, as regiments in an
Army of Occupation, they are kept out of sight as much
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as possible except at reviews and manceuvres, unless
there is unrest among the populace. Then they are
marched through the city with bands playing and
bayonets fixed to a parade got up for the purpose, and
the Egyptian populace remembers that the men who
annihilated the navy of Napoleon in the roads of
Aboukir, and expelled his armies from Egypt after
another disastrous day of Aboukir—the men who
destroyed the forces of anarchy behind the ramparts
of Alexandria, and on the field of Tel-el-Kebir, and
destroyed the mighty power of the Mahdi and the
Khalifa at the Atbara, Omdurman and Omdebrekat,
have to be reckoned with, and the excitement dies away
with an article in A/-Lewa saying that all appeals to
force are to be deprecated, because they could only lead
to the annexation of Egypt.

The custom of wearing uniforms except in the after-
noon just keeps the Army of Occupation in evidence—
and it cannot be said that the officers are popular with
anyone except their own countrymen of the dancing set,
though brave, good-natured, generous, free and easy
Tommy Atkins is a general favourite.

Lord Cromer, no mean judge, thought it not a bad
thing that the officers should be aloof and unpopular.
For he rightly judged that if the officers were much
in the households of the rich Levantines there would
be trouble over their beautiful and hot-blooded women,
and quarrels and probably business entanglements
with the unscrupulous men who have no Fatherland—
the bastard nation.

The British officer is too well-bred to be rude to
them—he merely avoids associating with them as he
avoids associating with vulgar people at home, and he
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certainly sets them an example how to behave except
when he is ragging at a carnival or at one of the Covent
Garden balls in the Abbas Theatre. For you hardly
ever hear any complaint about his behaviour except
with regard to his insularity and the said exclusiveness.

On the contrary, he takes a great deal of care to
keep up the name of the army for gentlemanliness.

About his exclusiveness the Levantines and
IEgyptians complain fiercely and bitterly. ‘“ Who is
he,” they ask, ‘“ to persist in this arrogant exclusive-
ness ?’ They consider it his duty to enliven their
society, from which the other English are almost as
conspicuously absent as he is.

At the same time the Egyptian yields the officers
the sincerest form of flattery—he races because they
race ; he drives tandems because they drive ; he plays
tennis because some of them play tennis ; and he would
play polo, golf, and cricket, if those games did not
demand qualities which he does not possess. He
imitates their dress, and, above all, their collars, though
he cannot resist outshining them in the matter of boots,
and has not always the heart to give up his beloved
tarboosh in favour of the straw hat. He imitates their
talk (if he can speak enough English), their walk, and,
above all, the air and manner which he resents in
them.

I cannot but echo Lord Cromer that it is good for
officers of the Army of Occupation to be examples
rather than objects of the familiarity which breeds
contempt. If the Levantines and Egyptians hate the
brave, honourable young men for their aloofness
and pride of race, they respect them for the strenuous
lives they lead physically—up in the early hours of
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morning for drill and other military duties—taking
hard exercise at cricket, polo, golf, or tennis in the
afternoon ; dancing till midnight, and not always going
to bed when they do get back to the barracks for the
few hours before the next day begins. The Cairenes
who are rich enough to be exempt from manual labour
are mostly lie-abeds, soft-living people, to whom the
muscular Englishman is a marvel.

The officers of the King’s Royal Rifles struck me
as a very fine set of men, though they were hedged to
an unusual extent with the air which the Cairene so
resents, and which the other foreigners in Cairo do not
hesitate to call military swagger. The majority of
them had the advantage of height and figures that
went well with a smart uniform—they were as well bred
and handsome a lot of menasIever saw in a single mess;
there was among them not a little of the fair hair and
fair, bright colouring which, contrasted with sallow
Oriental skins, is eloquent of the high qualities of a
martial race, and they had, with such of the English
as saw much of them, a singularly pleasing manner.
They were really charming—the kind of fellow-
countrymen one is proud of. But the yellow Cairenes
hated them for their very distinction and manner,
as much as the Englishwomen admired them. It was
characteristic of the regiment that they showed up
in force at dances, though they were so keen about
sports that their total absence from the ball-room could
hardly have been a surprise. Their old mess kit of in-
visible green, with scarlet facings and elaborate cordings,
is a very elegant one beside the absurd tartan trousers
of the Borderers, and I liked it as well as the
scarlet of the Guards and the Inniskilling Dragoons.




‘091 98vd Sutow,1]

*0aj8)) ‘NVILA¥ET]

*yazio) jo sprureskg ayy 01 peoy Y1 uQ

[4q 0soyg






THE ARMY OF OCCUPATION. 161

The only uniform which looked better was the old
Royal Artillery mess kit, with its dark-blue jacket gay
with bullion shoulder-knots, its gold-laced scarlet waist-
coat and dark blue trousers with a broad gold stripe.

It made a ball-room much gayer when the officers
had to come on from a levée and the Guards were in all
the glory of their full-dress scarlet tunics, and the Horse
Artillery had on their gold-laced jackets and looped gold
cords.

The Headquarters do their best to safeguard the
respect due to the King’s uniform. Not only are officers,
as usual, forbidden to appear in uniform on occasions
like fancy dress balls, where it might be burlesqued, but
the military of all ranks are forbidden to go near the
celebration of the Birthday of the Prophet or other cele-
brations at which native feeling may be expected to
run high, for fear of disrespect being shown.

In a climate like Egypt the officers always look
far better in the cool khaki, which the Egyptian climate
compels them to wear on all occasions in the day
time, except for full dress parade. But the helmet is
an ugly one.

Tommy Atkins is ubiquitous. Out at the Pyramids
you see his honest, red face very often because it is the
only good tram ride out of Cairo, and he dearly loves
an outing, and he has a sneaking fondness for monuments
which are really celebrated.

He rather likes the Zoo—for not only do the wild
animals and the monkey-tricks of their attendants amuse
him—but it is within a walk—and Tommy is a great
walker, chiefly, perhaps, for economical reasons; it
is a very cheap amusement, for admission to the Cairo

Zoo costs a penny-farthing.
11
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Like the Arab, he is a patron of tram rides when he
has any money in his pocket, but the place where you
see him most is in the café and entertainment streets
of the gay quarter at the back of the Ezbekiya
Gardens, when its electric lights and its piano-organs
are in full blare. That is his little bit of London in
partibus infidelium, and he is a patron of the Ezbekiya
Gardens, too, when an Eygptian band is murdering
European music there.

A good deal might be said for Tommy’s good be-
haviour in a place so full of iniquities and temptations
as Cairo. You see commendably few Tommies drunk,
and I saw none really disorderly.

One of their favourite bars is kept by a retired
sergeant, who married a Greek. This was under an hotel
where we stayed for a fortnight, so I had some oppor-
tunities of observing Tommy at his ease. His favourite
amusement, tempered, of course, by beer, was singing
comic songs. There was a piano in the place, and I
was astonished at the number of the men who could
play the accompaniments for a ringing chorus. The
military mounted police, who rode through the streets
in pairs, looking very martial and majestical, had nothing
to do in the streets devoted to gaiety except occasion-
ally to put a man in a cab when he could not walk home.
I expect their duties were more onerous in protecting
Tommy from maltreatment in the disreputable quarter
known as the Fish Market.

I often saw Tommy at his field-sports. The sanded
parade-ground outside the barracks at the Nile Bridge
(now occupied by the King’s Royal Rifles), does duty
for an Association football ground and hockey—much
to the delight of the populace—and Tommy, in
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Egypt, often has flannels and plays tennis like an
officer.

Unfortunately for his pleasures at night, the Cairo
trams stop running at an absurdly early hour. They
decidedly need municipalizing—if their infrequency
and short hours are due to the economical fears of a
private company. This makes it very difficult for the
Guards, and other Tommies quartered out at the distant
Abbassiya Barracks, to get home after a night-out, for
the cab fare is an expensive one. But this might be
met by having regimental brakes. The barracks at the
Nile Bridge are handy for most things ; and the barracks
in the Citadel assigned to the Scottish Borderers and the
Royal Artillery are not much of a walk for a young and
vigorous man—only about a mile. The one place where
you seldom see Tommy is in the purely native quarters
like the Bazar. Perhaps he is forbidden to go there.

The regimental bands are much appreciated in Cairo,
especially the fine band of the Inniskilling Dragoons,
who play dance music particularly well, and have a
showy scarlet uniform.

The Army of Occupation has its headquarters close
to the Opera House in the Sharia Kasr-el-Nil, the broad
street that leads down to the Nile Bridge. Beside the
General in command, the officer commanding the Royal
Engineers and other branches of the service have their
offices there, but the officer commanding the Royal
Artillery has his office in the Citadel to be near the guns.
The headquarters are in rather an old-fashioned looking
building, whose lattices and sentry-boxes and knot of
soldiers in uniform at the gate make a pleasant bit of
colour in this busy part of Cairo.

The General Commanding the Army of Occupation

Ir*
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has nothing to do with the Egyptian forces. The Army
of Occupation and the Egyptian Army are kept care-
fully apart, even at reviews. The Egyptian Army is
under the command of the Sirdar, and has a huge War
Office on the edge of the Kasr-el-Doubara, the most
fashionable quarter of Cairo, for its administration.

Its higher posts are all filled by British officers ;
it consists of about twenty thousand officers and men.
A large portion of it is quartered in the Sudan, and a
good many Sudanese are quartered in Cairo. The
Sudanese soldiers in the Egyptian Army present some
curious phases and problems. They hate and despise
the Egyptians, yet it is uncertain what they would do
in case of trouble between England and Egypt. Unlike
the Egyptians, the Sudanese are fond of the English,
and specially fond of their officers; but the Sudanese
regiments are Moslem, and it is difficult for a Moslem
not to put religion before everything. I cannot help
thinking that that very sagacious and patriotic English-
man, the Sirdar, is wrong in one respect—not to make
Christians of the pagan recruits in the Sudanese regi-
ments, who are physically some of the finest men in his
army. They have no religion to speak of when they
are recruited, and I am told by one of their higher
officers that they all become Moslem in time. It must
be almost as easy to convert them to Christianity as
to convert them to Mohammedanism, and this would
be a safeguard in case of race-riots.

The Egyptian Army adds much to the gaiety of the
nations (who are represented in the polyglot population
of the country) by the gaiety of its uniforms. When you
see a tall Sudanese (he may be nearly seven feet in his
boots and his tarboosh) in a uniform whose blue would
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make Mr. Reckitt look green with envy, and a crimson
tarboosh, you feel inclined to whistle, ‘“ Ok, que 7’aime
les militaires / ' and invoke the shade of Offenbach.

The Camel Corps are even finer ; with their cocks’
plumes they put the theatrical supers of the German
Emperor’s household—even his huntsmen—quite in the
shade.

The Egyptian Army consists, as I have said, of
about twenty thousand men, who are nominally bound
to assist Turkey in times of necessity. This is now
made up of 19,213 of all ranks, against the former
strength of 18,476. The present strength of arms
may be put down at: Cavalry, 633, instead of 791 ;
Artillery, 1,278 ; Camel Corps, 778, instead of 632 ;
Arab Mounted Battalion, 206; Arab Dismounted
Battalion, 301 (this is a new organization) ; Egyptian
Infantry, 5,621; Sudan Infantry, 5,086, instead of
4,668. Service in the army is still popular with the
Sudanese, as well it may be.

Since the work of the Egyptian Army is so largely
in the Sudan, there is a War Office in Khartum as well
as a War Office in Cairo. Besides the regimental com-
mands, there are fifteen provincial commands—the
Districts of the Atbara, Bahr-el-Ghazal, Berber, Blue
Nile, Cairo, Dongola, Kassala, Khartum, Kordofan,
Sennar, Upper Nile, Halfa, Mongalla, and the Red Sea,
with the Assuan Sub-district. The regiments in the
Egyptian service only have two or three English officers
each, with the exception of the Sudanese regiments,
which have rather more. The Egyptian officers are
not of the same class as the English ; even at the Abdin
Barracks, opposite to the Khedive's palace, there are
separate messes for the English and the Egyptian officers.
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I asked a Bey, who was the Khedive’s cousin by marriage,
if the Egyptians felt indignant about this distinction.
“Why should they ?” he replied. ‘ You could not
expect the English officers to eat with men who belong
to the same class as tram-conductors and barbers, who
do not know how to sit at table.”

He was an Egyptian-Turk, with a Turk’s con-
tempt for the un-Turkish Egyptian, so he may have
been doing the pure Egyptians an injustice; but I am
told that he was only voicing the unanimous opinion
of the Khedive's entourage when he said that it was
impossible to give a responsible post to ordinary
Egyptians—he was much harder on them than the
English are.

The question as to what would happen to Egyptian
credit—to the existence of Egypt—if the Army of Occu-
pation were withdrawn, is treated in another chapter.
It is sufficient to say that nobody who has a halfpenny
invested in Egypt is able to contemplate its possibility
without blank dismay—nobody, not even the Khedive,
who has more money in Egyptian investments than any
of his subjects.

And the Pashas, who object most to the English
occupation, pay it a silent testimony by refusing to
allow their much-needed millions to be invested in
Egyptian mortgages because they are agitating for the
withdrawal of the English and do not wish to have any
of their money invested in Egypt if the English should
withdraw. It is a truly fine situation where patriots
withdraw money from their country in their fear lest
their patriotic projects should succeed.

I have drawn a picture of the heartrending scenes
which attend the selection of conscripts for service in
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the army in another chapter. The Egyptian Army is
recruited by conscription. The following recruiting
statistics are from Lord Cromer’s Report for 1906 about

Egypt in 1905 :

“From the 1st January to 31st October, 1905,
73,613 conscripts were presented to the Recruiting
Commissions for ballotage. Of these, 11,692, or about
16 per cent., were exempted for family reasons ; 7,795,
or 11 per cent., for physical defects ; and 1,777, or rather
more than 2 per cent., on account of their being Fikis,
or religious students ; 6,357, or about g per cent., paid
the ‘Badalia ’—that is to say, the sum paid in order
to be exempted from the ballotage. Thus 45,982, or
about 62 per cent., were left for ballotage.

‘““The number of conscripts called up for service,
from the ballotage of 19o1, was 47,044. Of these, no
less than 24,086, or 52 per cent., were rejected, on
medical examination, as unfit for service. There were
14,614, or 30 per cent., of absentees; 2,334, or about
5 per cent., were enlisted ; and 6,010, or 13 per cent.,
were ‘ placed under call.’

“There can be no doubt that the recruiting law
requires revision. I hope that, in the course of the
present spring or summer, it will be found possible to
go thoroughly into the matter. In the meanwhile, one
very distinct blot on the system heretofore existing
has been removed.

“ There has always been a considerable difficulty in
finding trained artisans and clerks for the army. Up to
last July the practice had been to take men who knew
a trade, or who could read or write, irrespective of their
ballot number. This was not only unjust, but also
extremely impolitic, for the general policy of the Govern-
ment has been to encourage both general and technical
instruction in every possible way ; and, under the system
I have described above, the man who knew a trade,
or who was not wholly illiterate, was placed under a
positive disadvantage. The system has now been
wholly abolished. Men are taken for the army accord-
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ing to their ballot number, without reference to any
special qualifications which they may possess.

“I am informed that last July go artisans, of various
kinds, were required for the army, and that out of a
total of 8,344 men found fit for army service, only 34
were artisans.

““ The medical inspectors report that the people now
quite understand that the knowledge of a trade will not,
in future, in any way influence the chance of being
taken for the colours. The new arrangements are,
therefore, much appreciated.”

Up to this the Egyptian conscript has been com-
pelled to serve for five years in the police after his service
in the army has ceased. But the following scheme is,
according to Sir Eldon Gorst’s report, under considera-
tion to relieve the conscript from serving in the police
unless he wishes to do so:

‘“ Hitherto the greater part of the police force has
been composed of conscripts who have finished their
term of service with the army. It is not to be expected
that an efficient force can ever be formed out of men
whose only desire is to leave the service as soon as
possible and return to their villages. As has been
already explained, under the heading of ‘Finance,
it is now proposed to utilize a portion of the proceeds
of the payments for exemption from military service to
abolish the obligation to serve in the police after the
completion of five years in the army ; consequently, in
a few years’ time, when the present men’s time has
expired, the whole force, with the exception of the
guard companies, whose service is instead of, and not
additional to, army service, will be composed of
volunteers drawing sufficient pay to make dismissal for
bad conduct a real punishment. . . . . ”

“In the first place, every conscript, on leaving the
army, police, or coast-guard at the expiration of his term
of service, will receive a gratuity of fE20, which is the
sum paid for exemption. Secondly, the obligation
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to serve five years in the police after the completion
of their five years in the army will be abolished. This
will necessitate raising the pay of the police in order
to attract volunteers, and the extra expenditure thus
entailed will be charged to the special fund. This
measure will reduce the period of conscription by one-
half, and will confer a greater benefit on the conscript
than any other method of employing the money. A
training school for the guard companies of the police
will also be formed, in order that such police service
as must still be carried out by conscripts may be
performed by men recruited directly for the purpose,
instead of men who have already passed through the
army. Lastly, if the funds available are sufficient,
it is proposed to create army schools, in which soldiers
may be given sufficient instruction to enable them, at
the expiration of their term, either to become police-
men or prison warders, if they wish to continue in the
Government service, or to earn their livelihood in their
own villages as artisans.”

There is an excellently managed Police school for
the training of cadets in Cairo, under Major Elgood,
one of the ablest officers in the Egyptian service. He
is the only Englishman in the place, though there are
six hundred men under him.

The Egyptian police are amiable in the great cities,
though sometimes tyrants in the small. They always
come to the relief of foreigners who are being molested
by cab-drivers, donkey-boys or the like, and look a very
respectable body of men. I am told that the force is
tainted with the Nationalist conspiracy to the core,
and that it does not cope successfully with bad criminals.
Police intelligence and public security are not at high
tide in Egypt.

If the foot-policeman is a somewhat dull, uninspir-
ing person, the same cannot be said of the smart, top-
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booted trooper mounted on a noble white Arab horse,
who controls the traffic in the Cairo streets, and the
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