ed with a
anted with

)sed to be
7lon Bank,
00 divided
ty of the
othing.

smembered
xton, near
> into the
ds on him
plundered
decamped.
3re not n
n or iden-
ong others
s arrested
f being at

d seventy-
timated in

acked the
ng, called
ates were
1th loaded
sjople were
ne of the
ne of the
1en sallied
she alarm,
gang, and
The one
bs by the
two others
. close by.
homicide;
had been
would be
led in the
mg about
to be the
1, and the
mer there.
ive wages
existence
they were
effects of
3 life and
recincts.

|
|

vt i,

A Poecdleba Wity o Bk Ty on Srpopore 18191967
Cheks Burtr fudoq (Ol Qe frus

1835. 275

In October the Singapore Free Press and Mercantile Advertiser
issued its first number. It was started by Mr. William Napier, the
lawyer, Mr. Lorrain, Mr. Boustead and Mr. Coleman. Mr. Boustead,
in addition to his mercantile work, had been helping to edit the
Singapore Chronicle for some time, and when Mr. Carnegy came from
Penang and purchased the paper, 1t was agreed to start the new paper
to advance the interests of the place. It was a weekly paper of four
pages, published on Thursdays, the last page containing a price current,
shipping reports, and mercantile information. The first number con.
tained a curious advertisement by a priest of the Portuguese Mission
in Malacca, protesting against certain acts of the Vicar of St. Peter’s
Church in Malacca for having rashly arrogated to himself an un-
limited power in selling a.garden (which cost $200) and a gold crown
(which cost $80) the property of the Church; contrary to the laws,
statutes, and determinations of the Holy Canons and the Sacred Counecil,
and to the injury of the rights of the Bishop of Goa. It also con-
tained the prospectus of a work to be called “Notices of the Indian
Archipelago,” afterwards published by Mr. Moor. The first numbers .
contained a series of letters on the subject of the cultivation of land
in Singapore, which the writer considered would be fertile if a few
of the largest trees were left to prevent the soil being parched up
by the sun and to attract moisture from the clouds. He recommended
sugar-cane as likely to yield an abundant crop, but it was tried on
a large scale afterwards at Balestier Plain, and resulted in great loss.

On St. Andrew’s day, a large dinner was given by the Scotchmen
of Singapore; Dr. Montgomerie and Mr. William Napier presided, and
Messrs. Spottiswoode, Lorrain, Carnie and Stephen were stewards. It
was given in the upper rooms of the Court House, and the hour was
half-past six. The Malacca Band had been learning some appropriate
airs for the respective toasts, which the Straits Chronicle said were
an ineffable treat to all admirers of music! There were about seventy
subscribers.  On the following evening a ball was given by them, and
the ladies wore tartan scarves, and several gentlemen appeared in the
garb of old Gaul, and the party did not break up till daylight. This
(said the paper) was the first celebration of the Feast of St. Andrew
at Singapore. »

In November the Canton authorities affected to be alarmed at the
appearance of the first steamer, the Jardine, in China, and the Hoppo
issued orders to her to spread her sails and return to her own country,
which however, was not complied with, but in the following January
the owners were obliged to send her away, and she came down to
Singapore. The following is the concluding passage in the edict issued
at Canton on the 7th January, 1836 :— Further, the Acting Governor
and myself have corresponded (on the subject); and if the said for-
eigner’s smoks-ship arrives (at the Bogue) immediately open and attack
her hull with a thundering fire, and those who succeed in knocking
her to pieces shall certainly be promoted (over others). If the orders
are disobeyed and she enters, the least guilty shall be reported to the
Emperor, degraded from office and wear the wooden collar ; the most
guilty shall be punished according to military law (i.e., exiled to the
frontiers as slaves to the army). No indulgence will be shown to
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320 Anecdotal History of Singapore

that after the first year, the increased number of passengers would
enable it to pay pretty well. It is hoped that the Government of
India will pass an Act limiting the liability of the subscribers to the
amount of the sum subscribed, as is to be done for the Association
in Calcutta for building the Bonded Warehouses. If such an Act
cannot be obtained, it is proposed to make it one of the fundamental
rules of the Association, that should the debts ever exceed a certain
portion of the Joint-Stock funds, the Association shonld be at once
dissolved, and its affairs wound up. It would be made incumbent
on the directors to publish quarterly a statement of the accounts. The
amount of the shares is fixed at 600 Rupees each, and would be called
for in three or four instalments, with intervals of two or three months
between the payment of -each instalment.”

This was followed in March, 1838, by Messrs. Syme & Co., being
appointed Agents of the New Bengal Steam Fund, and up to that
time 2,475 shares had been subscribed for in England .and India by
706 individuals and firms, and it was proposed to put on a small
steamer between Bombay and Socotra to complete a regular mail
every fortnight between FEngland and India. The end of this
was that, in 1841, the Committee of the New Bengal Steam Fund
made an agreement with the East India and Peninsular and Oriental
Steam Navigation Companies, and the Shareholders took a transfer of
their shares to the P. & O. Company, and that important undertaking
arrived at a definite point, and held its first half-yearly meeting in that
ear.

Y A buffalo started off in a furions state one Saturday evening, and
after injuring a number of persons and tossing Mr. Catchick, the
Armenian Priest, and goring him severely, it attacked a pony and
gharry in St. Andrew’s Church compound and killed the pony, and
was shot by the police the next day in the jungle, a mile from the
town. On St. Andrew’s Day, Dr. Montgomerie was Chairman of the
Scotch dinner, the Stewards being Messrs. Carnie, Fraser, Charles
Spottiswoode (partner in John Purvis & Co.) and Davidson.

Up to this time, no Chinese woman had ever come to Singapore
from China, and the newspapers said that, in fact, only two genuine
Chinese women were, or ab any time had been, in the place, and they
were two small-footed ladies who had been, some years before, exhibited
in BEngland. "The Bugis trade in the season for this year, which lasted
from July to November, was 169 boats from Bali and the Celebes, in
equal proportion; the total tonnage was nearly 5,000 tons, and the
number of men 5,088.

Mr. Thomas Scott and Mr. Charles Spottiswoode joined Mr. John
Purvis in December and the firm was then called John Purvis & Co.

In this year Mrs. Whittle had a Boarding and Day School in
North Bridge Road, the charges for Boarders were $12 and for day
-~Scholars $5 a month.

In this year Mr. Benjamin Peach Keasberry came to Singapore.
He was the youngest of the three sons of Colonel Keasberry, who was
appointed Resident of Tegal, in Java, during the British occupation.
Mr. Keasberry was born at Hyderabad in India 1811. His father died
when he was a few years old, and the widow married a merchant in
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1840. 347
of a hundred dollars, besides having sold the flesh of the animal itself
to the Chinese, Klings, &c., (among whom its virtues are much cele-
brated) for six fanams a catty, by which they realised about seventy
dollars more.”

In June new regulations were issued as to the occupation of
Agricultural land. Leases were offered for twenty years, renewable
for thirty years at the option of the lessee, but free for two years,
then three years at four annas an acre, five years at eight annas, and
afterwards at one rupee an acre a year. It was said that such short
leases did not give any encouragement to agricultural undertakings.

Mr. Balestier’s godown on the river bank was robbed by a sailor,
presumably an American, who secreted himself in the godown after he
had been shipped before the Consul in the office on that day by the
Master of an American Vessel in the Roads. He robbed a drawer of
about $100, and was trying to open the iron chest (primitive safe)
when he was heard. It was about nine o’clock and bright moonlight.
He made his escape over the roof and dropped into the mangroves on
the river side, when all trace of him was lost. Two days afterwards
his corpse, fully dressed except his shoes, which he had left on the
roof, was found among the piles of the new bridge which was being
built. He proved to be a notorious fellow who had been discharged
from jail some time before.

On the 30th October, the H. C. S. vessel Nemesis arrived, being
the first steamer round the Cape. She was 168 feet long, 29 feet
beam, 650 tons and 120 horse power. She carried two 32 pdr. guus,
and a crew of fifty seamen. She was nearly flat bottomed, and could
be lightened to four feet, but had two wooden false keels of six feet
depth, one aft and one forward, which could be let down through
the bottom of the vessel. The paddle floats could be unshipped for
sailing. She had left Portsmouth on 8th March, and was a show
vessel at the ports she had called at, the Governor of the Cape and
a large party having visited her there. She was the first of her
construction which had rounded the Cape, being of iron, and greatly
astonished the natives of Singapore. She was a famous vessel against
the pirates in Singapore afterwards.

In December in this year, cholera broke out in Malacca, und soon
reached Singapore. At Malacca, the Revd. Josiah Hughes, the Resi-
dency Chaplain, and the Revd. John Evans, the Principal of the
Anglo-Chinese College, died of it within three days of each other.

There was no jollification at all on St. Andrew’s Day this year,
which caused some remarks in the newspaper. There is an advertise-
ment in the paper, in December, by Boustead, Schwabe & Co., that
the letter bag of a sailing vessel for London was to be closed at their
office at 4 p.m. on a Saturday afternoon, and another that the books
of the Singapore Reading Room were to be sold by auction. But
it was proposed to start it again subsequently. The paper for this
year contains many references to the advances of Russia towards India,
and to their proposed expedition to Khiva.

In December, 1840, the total population of the Island and its
dependencies amounted to 39,681, including both the floating popu-
lation and the military force of the Station, and the body of Convicts
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