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BOOK OF DUMBARTONSHIRE.

DUMBARTON BURGH.

CHAPTER L

e w] | THOU T more repetition than is necessary in this chapter,
SXRL|  che reader may be reminded that tion has alread
>’§,,£2§j e reader may be reminded that some mention has already
been made of the erection of Dumbarton into a royal burgh
by King Alexander II. in 1221.' In like manner, as falling more
within the general history of the district, repeated allusion has been
made to the burgh as a favourite resort of the Kings of Scotland,’
and also, from its nearness to the Castle Rock, as a place of con-
siderable importance during the troubles which beset the kingdom
in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.* It is now necessary to
describe more minutely the progress of the burgh from its erection.
King Alexander’s charter declares to all concerned that at his new
Castle of Dumbarton,* a burgh had been erected possessing all the
liberties and customs enjoyed by the burgesses of Edinburgh and
the King’s other burghs. They were also freed from tolls through-
out the kingdom, and permitted to hold fairs at certain stated
intervals. Three years after its erection, a certain cohesion was

! See vol. i. p. 58-9. ?Vol. i. p. 130-4. f Maldouen, third Earl of Lennox, had
3 Vol. i. p. 113, 151, 169, 238, 240, 258. resigned the Castle to King Alexander II.
VOL. I1. A




18]

THE BOOK OF DUMBARTONSHIRE.

given to the corporate existence of the burgh by a grant of the lands
of Murrich adjoining the town, and the permission to hold fairs
extended to one of eight days duration on the Feast of the Nativity
of St John the Baptist.! In none of the burghal charters of this era
was there anything of the nature of a formal incorporation, such as
was afterwards found necessary, nor was any mention made of the
machinery by which local government was to be carried on. The
burgesses had a mutual interest in the management of the land
parcelled out among them in separate tofts or tenements, and in
return for which a small rent was paid to the king ; but, unless the
phrase referring to the customs of other burghs is interpreted in a
very wide and general way, it is not apparent that burghs were in
the first instance called into existence in that artificial and complex
state which they afterwards assumed. This was the work of time,
and may be presumed to have arisen from the manifest requirements
of the burgh to maintain its distinctive privileges, just as craftsmen
from a similar cause came to create the different guilderies within
the jurisdiction of the burgh. Besides the small tenements actually

parcelled out among the burgesses, and which could be neither

encumbered nor alienated, most of the burghs acquired by gift
from the Crown extensive tracts of property, which served the
double purpose of maintaining the cause of peace and order at home,
and secured a clearly defined amount of service in the armies of the
king.? On the first court day after the Feast of St Michael, the
good men of the place —the * probi homines villae fideles et bonae
famae” of the charter—meet to elect magistrates and swear fealty
to their lord the king. Those so elected, “suer to keep the
customys of the toune, and that they sall nocht halde lauch on ony
man or woman for wrath, nor for haterent, nor for drede, or for luve

! See vol. i. p. 59. ' ? General Report on Municipal Corpora-
tions in Scotland, pp. 10-12.
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of ony man, bot throw ordinans, consaile, and dome of gud men of
the toune; also they swear “ that nather for radness, nor for luve,
nor for haterent, nor for cosynage, nor for tynsale of their silver,
they sal nocht spare to do richt till all men.”! Who the burgesses
were that in process of time came to be known as the Council, or
by whom they were elected, cannot now be indicated with certainty.
That they latterly usurped a power belonging to the entire com-
munity is plain enough ; and it is likely the usurpation took place
early. In the “Statuta Gilde,” framed mainly for Berwick, about
the time of Alexander II., it is provided that in addition to the
Aldermen and Bailies, there shall be twenty-four “ probi homines de
melioribus et discretioribus et fide dignoribus ejusdem burgi ad hoc
electi.” In the event of any controversy these twenty-four decided
who were to be magistrates. So the encroachment may have begun.
The important step of election over, the daily life of the community
must have been regulated in a great measure by the Laws of the
Four Burghs—Edinburgh, Berwick, Stirling, and Roxburgh.
Jealous enough of their privileges, and not without suspicion
in their dealings with upland men, their exclusive policy is .not with-
out its redeeming features. If any man’s thryll, baron’s or knight's,
comes to the burgh and buys a borowage, and dwells therein a
twelvemonth and a day, without challenge from his lord or from his
baillie, he shall be evermore free as a burgess within the king’s burgh,
and rejoice in the freedom of the same.? They did not disturb
themselves more than was necessary with the settlement of nice
points of law sometimes arising in connection with private wrongs.
In the case of strife between seamen of strange countries in burgh,
the bailies were to see in the first place that the king’s toll had been
duly paid, and then that they were each sent to their ships that
“ the tane of the tothir ” might “ get his rycht quhar he best may.™

' Leg. Bur., cap. 70. *1s. 3 26.
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If any man from the Castle injured a burgess the latter sought law
at the Castle gate, the castellane in turn coming to the bailie to com-
plain of a burgess.! Baxters baked their bread, white and gray,
“ efter the consideracion and prize of the gud men;” and whoever
baked to sell were not to hide it any time, but set it in the window
or market that it might be openly sold ; this provision against any
artificial scarcity being accompanied with forfeiture of the bread,
“ to be delt to the pure folk.”? If any woman brewster made evil
ale, and went again the customs of the town, she was fined eight
shillings or put on the Kirkstule, whichever she preferred, the ale in
either case being divided between the poor of the town and the
brethren of the hospital. The “alewand ” was to be exposed in the
window that all might see it.> No burgess was at liberty to forestall
the market by buying beyond the gates of the town ; hucksters could
not purchase before nine o'clock in winter, and midmorn in summer.*
Dealers in meat and drink were bound to sell to all men to within
fourpence of their whole stock, which amount might be kept for their
own households.® Fleshers were bound to kill “gude fleshe,” and
expose the same, helping the burgesses also in slaughtering time,
from Martinmas to Yule.® The peace of the burgh at night was pro-
tected by burgess watchmen, bound to come forth in turn, about the
ringing of curfew, when the “ wakstaff” knocked at their door, and,
armed with two weapons, watched “ wysly and besily till the dawyng
of the day.”” Nor was the health of the town neglected. Harbour,
without inquiry, could not be given to a stranger for more than one
night.* Lepers were sent to one end of the town,’ and profligate
women to another, where there was the least danger of fire. Few
were dealt with so hard as the poor Kemstar. If he left the burgh
with upland men while there was work to be done, he might be at
once taken and imprisoned.” On the death of a burgess a third of

'Leg. Bur.46. *6o. *63. *66. ®67. °78. 781 988s. '58 Vo3
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his effects fell to be divided among his children, sons and daughters;*
the heir, however, having certain plenishing pertaining to the heri-
tage, and also all that had been built, set, or sown in the same.?
After the peace of the fair was proclaimed it was not lawful to capture
or attach any wrongdoer within burgh unless he had broken the peace
of the fair, or was a traitor to the king, or had been guilty of some
misdeed for which Holy Church itself could not give sanctuary.?
There is no notice of the “ Pied Poudre” Court, so well known in
early English burghs at fair time, in any Scotch document; but from
the readiness with which appeals could be made to the  bailies of
the fair,” in the case of articles stolen or found, they may be held to
have served as a ready court of reference in the case of all disputes
between the burgesses and the “ dustyfoot,” or travelling merchant.*
Sterling weights, dry and wet measures, were fixed generally with
reference to what they had been in King David’s time. The toll on
goods and cattle was based on the practice of Newcastle or Winches-
ter. The dignity and usefulness of the magistracy was provided for
by excluding from the merchant guild certain craftsmen who wrought
with their own hands. The Burgh Laws make special reference to
fleshers and shoemakers,® the Charter by William the Lion to Perth
of fullers and tailors—* Concedo etiam burgensibus eisdem meis de
Perth ut habeant gildam suam mercatoriam, exceptis fullonibus et
telariis.” These guild-merchants and craftsmen alike became the
scource of much trouble and ill-feeling in burghs, and long militated
against the usefulness of the new estate.®

While the trade created in the king’s new burgh at Dum-
barton, and carried on for centuries afterwards, may be thought to
have been sufficiently illustrated by extracts already given from the

1 Leg. Bur. 115. 2 116. land, read by Author before Glasgow Archze-
2 86. *87. % 94. ological Socicty, 1865.
s Origin and Progress of Burghs in Scot-
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books of the Lord Treasurer it is proper to mention that the
merchants or “adventurers” concerned in the trade were in many
cases born in the burgh, and became founders of families well known

in after years.?

From the records already quoted, it will be seen that there had
been from a very early period a considerable home and foreign
trade in connection with the burgh, yet it was a trade which
depended in some measure on the presence of the sovereign in the
locality, and when King James took his departure for England as
successor to Queen Elizabeth, along with the principal native nobility,

! Vol. i. pp. 13¢c-34.

* In the “Protocol Book” of Matthew
Forsyth, notar-public, Dumbarton, 1517-29,
are the following notices regarding the
shipping of Dumbarton in the early part
of the sixteenth century:—1525.—Feb. 2.
—John Smollett, and six other persons,
authorise Patrick Houston of that ilk, Wm.
Stirling of Glorat, and Michael Flemying,
citizen of Glasgow, to appear on their behalf
before the Regent of England to obtain
restoration of gold, silver, hides, woollen-
cloth and pickled salmon belonging to them,
and captured on the coast of England by the
English and Spanish, in the ship James, of
Dumbarton, belonging to the Earl of Arran.
Among the records in the Town Clerk's
office is one small but thick volume, “fairly
bound (like Captain Cox’s ballads), in whip-
cord and parchment,” which records the
entry of vessels into the Clyde between 1595
and 1657, and the securities produced by the
master for the dues leviable by the burgesses
of Dumbarton. The first entry is as follows :
—1595.—“ Die vigesimo martii.— Johnne
 Smollett younger burgess off [ Dumbartane]
*“ enterit his schipe callit the Providence of

“ Dunbartane now cum in to Clyde at
“ Newark lodyn w' fyftie tunes hie cuntrie
“ wynes loidynit at Burdeauss. The said
‘ Johne souretie for the King’s impost.” In
1596 the entries are eight in number, chiefly
at Inchgruin and one at Port of Rig in Clyde.
The importations are 325 tuns of wine,
chiefly high country, shipped at Bourdeaux
or Rochelle. The greatest quantity imported
in one ship is 50 tuns; the least 5. It
appears, however, that some of the vessels
went from port to port landing portions of
their cargo at each. In one of the cntries it
is mentioned that the crew had drank three
tuns on the voyage from Bourdeaux. In
1597, nine ships are entered, laden in most
cases with salt, and one or two with iron and
tar. In 1598, eleven vessels are entered,
laden with wood in deals and spars, and
nine with salt. The last year to which
reference is made in the volume refered to
is 1657, during which there were entered 13
vessels, making in all 1,966 tons. Of these
ten were laden with salt (the gross tonnage
being 1,680), one of 200 tons with Norway
pine trees, and two small vessels with iron,
pitch, and deals.
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the prosperity of this once favoured town greatly declined. At this
crisis it also unfortunately happened that the source of decay referred
to was intensified in its operation by an inundation from the united
rivers of Clyde and Levén. To understand this aright it may be
necessary to allude briefly to the situation and boundaries of the
ancient town of Dumbarton. At this period there seems good
reason for believing that the present College Street may have
extended from a part of the town near the harbour to a place
still known as the Townend, and situated a little to the north-east
of the Collegiate Church, founded by Isabella Countess of Lennox,
In extending the town in this direction, the early founders, no doubt,
thought that peculiar advantages would be secured to it from the
proximity of the Leven; but, as in some other cases, what was
thought to be a benefit turned out a source of great annoyance and
disaster. So early as the end of the fifteenth century the inhabitants
found it necessary to take active steps to protect the town from
inundation ; and for this purpose commenced the erection of those
bulwarks which in after years the whole community of Scotland was
taxed to strengthen and enlarge. As is usual in cases where the
origin of calamities of this kind is involved in obscurity, tradition
supplies many stories more remarkable for their marvellousness than
their truth; and, even among well-informed parties, the belief is yet
entertained that a portion of the town on the meadow was destroyed
by an extraordinary outbreak from Lochlomond. From the circum-
stance, however, that the bulwarks required to be kept in constant
repair, it is evident that the evil was often, if not ever present; and
a glance at the Town Common in our own day will be sufficient to
show that an inundation, from natural causes, was not an impossible,
nor even an improbable occurrence.

About the end of the sixteenth century the bulwarks seem to
have been allowed to fall into decay, and though the attention of
‘Parliament was then directed to the subject, little or nothing was
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done to repair them for several years. In December 1605, as
appears from the Burgh Records, Thomas Fallisdaill was sent to
consult the young Laird of Merchistoun concerning the Water of
Leven, and “if thought good by him, to bring Henry Crawford from
Fyfe to meet Glencairne, Abercorne, and Blantyre, at Dumbarton.”

In 1606, the bailies direct “ane new hieway to be made past
the College,” as the old one had been worn away by the Leven, and
Thomas Fallisdaill was sent to England to appeal to the King for a
grant “ to preserve Dumbarton fra destruction.” On the 4th Sep-
tember 1606, the Lord Chancellor, the Earl of Dunfermline, writing
to the King, says :—

“ Maist sacred Souerayne,—It pleased your majestie to recommend unto your
estaittes, at the last Sessioun of the Parliament in this kingdome, the inhabitants of
Dumbartane, that some help might be granted to thame of the haill countrie, to mak
some defence to thair toun, agains the surges and inundationes of the seas, whilk is
lykilis to destroy and tak away that hail toun, and can not be defendit nor repulsitt be
nae moyane [endeavour] thair poore habilitie are hable to furneische. These who
had the commissioun to viseit that mater maid thair report, that be good considera-
tioun and calculatioun, na less nar threttie thousand pounds Scottes wos able to
furnisshe the charges to sic a work. The Lordes of Articles, and uthers of the estattis
than convenit, thocht it not meit nor expedient, at that tyme, to lay twa taxatiounes
vppon the countrie under twa severall naymes, bot with good will granted the taxatioun
or subsidie, the greater unto your sacred Majestie, in hope that your hieness, upon
good consideratioun in your wisdome and wounted clemencie towards your poore
subjects, would bestow some portioun thairof for the saiftie and preservatioun of that
poore toun ; whilk, at that tyme, the haill estattis willed me to recommend unto your
sacred Majestie, lykas, I doubt not bot my Lord Earl of Dunbar will schaw your
Majestie at greater lenthe. And I hope your maist gracious hieness will direct some
guid provision to be maid thairfoir to the comfort and contentment of your Majestie’s
poore subjects of the said toun, wha will ever remayne your heiness’ maist bund and
deuote oratours, &c., &c.!

“ Nedrie, 4 September, 1606. ] % ’,1
To the Kingis most excellent Majestie.” @ 4 7) mn 27

! Letters and State Papers of reign of James VI. Printed by the Abbotsford Club, p. 88.

|
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In December 1606, a “ Convention of Burghs,” held in Dumbar-
ton, having considered the danger of the overthrow of the town “by
the violent course of the watter of Levin and the rage of the sey,”
resolved to recommend the subject to the consideration of the next
session of Parliament. A commission appointed at this time further
indicates the extent of the injury sustained by the town by reporting
that “ Nae less nor the soume of threttie thousand pundes Scottes
money was abill to beir and furneiss the necessar charges in performing
the workis that ar liable to saif the burgh from utter destructioune.”

In conformity with the spirit of that report, the Parliament,
which met in August 1607, passed an important act in favour of the
inhabitants of Dumbarton, making many concessions in their favour
—empowering them to levy a variety of petty dues upon vessels
entering the Clyde and Leven; and authorizing a tax of 25,000
merks, Scots money, to be levied upon the kingdom for the purpose
of repairing the decayed bulwarks. During the time this assessment
was being levied, King James made an additional grant of 12,000
merks Scots, “ to be paid out of the readiest of the revenues,” and
exempted the inhabitants from all attendance upon the expedition
which was summoned to meet at Isla on the 1st of June for the
purpose of proceeding against the refractory island chiefs :—

“ Richt traist and weil-beloved cousings and counsellars (says the King, addressing
the Privy Council), we greitt you heartlie weill. Whereas the apparent and imminent
decay of our burgh of Dunbartane, by the inundatioun of waters, quhilk by tyme ar
lyke to carrey’away that hail toun, moved our estaites of that our kingdom, to con-
descend to a volunter subsydie of twenty-fyve thousand merks for building up of suche
fortificationis against the violent ris of the water, as micht preserve that our burgh frae
ony farder harme thairby ; and in regard that sic soum was too litle for doing of the
work intendit, thairfor we have given our speciall precept for payment of twelve
thousand merks mair, sae that our old burgh, of sae lang continuance, suld not perish
for laik of supplie. And because the work itself will hold no doubt the sole inhabit-
ants of the same busey induering the time thairof, and speciallye this sumer now
approaching ; and we being loathe that upon any other occasioun they suld be diverted

' Act Scot. Par., vol. iv. p. 376.
VOL. II. B
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from doing of that quhilk will admitt of no delay; we have thairfor thocht meit to
exeime [exempt] thaim from all burdeyne of this jurney intendit for quyeting of our
isles, since their povertye cannot yield any greit matter of help in that busyiness ; and
that the going thither of ony of thaim wald be a hinderance to thair ain workes; and
ye sall speciallye license thaim from the obedience of our proclamationis made for
their repairing to the saidis isles, and noway sufer thaim to be troublit or molested for

the same in case of their absence thairfrae. Whereanent these presents sall be your
warrant ; and so we bid you fairweel.

“ Frae our court at Thetforde, oY
the xv daie of Aprill, 1608.” W

About three months after the date of the above letter (19th July
1608), the bailies and council determine, by advice of Merchiston,
“to cast anew the old Bishop’s wattergang for carrying off the water
of Levin, and enjoin all persons in the toun to assist under a penalty
of v lib.” The design was opposed by the Duke of Lennox as
proprietor, and Sir William Stewart as liferenter of the Mains of
Cardross, each alleging that the cast went through their property.
As the lands encroached upon by the Leven were in 1609 granted
by King James to the burgh in his Charter of Confirmation, their
situation and boundaries are there detailed with great minuteness,
and we are thus enabled to form some notion of the extent of the
calamity sustained by the town. The “Drowned Lands,” as they
are called in the charter, were bounded by a line commencing at the
west end of the burgh at the common Vennel, which passed from
the High Street “through” the Water of Leven as it then ran, by
the bulwark to be made to the south end of the Bishop’s cast or
ditch.! From this place the line seems to have passed in a northerly

1 The Bishop’s “cast” is described in | Orkney (most likely Robert of Caithness,
another portion of the charter as a dike or | brother to Matthew, Earl of Lennox), who
water-gang, constructed to keep the Leven | acted as head of the Collegiate Church.
in its old course by a former Bishop of
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direction to the Town’s Ross, and then round by the water brae to
the end of the north bulwark and the land known as Cunyng Park ;
it was then continued by the water brae eastward to an old goit or
morass between the Ross on the east side and Cunyng Park on the
west ; thence along the goit by the east end of the Mill Ross Meadow
to the High Street, then south and south-east the High Street
towards the edge of the lands of Guisholm, and onward to the water-
gang and mill lade of the common mill; from thence the boundary
line extended along the water to the Townend, then round about the
water bank and Braehead to the Old College Kirk, and therefrom
westward to the Bankend, and the water brae to the Vennel where
the line began. The Burgh Records show that many attempts were
made by the inhabitants to wrest from the encroaching stream the
land thus bestowed on them by King James, but their efforts were
far from being attended with any permanent advantage, and, if the
grazing of a few cows be excepted, little or no benefit was derived
from the grant till 1859, when a strong embankment was formed
along the natural course of the Leven as far as the burgh property
extended.!

1 The following items from the Records
of the Burgh may serve to indicate to the
reader some of those lesser matters of purely
local interest which engaged the attention of
the burgesses during the early part of the
seventeenth century :—

GOWRIE CONSPIRACY.—The q™ day in
presence of Peter Houston baillie
and the maist pairt of the counsall,
“Pro Salute Regis,” &c., and in
honour of his Hienes and glaidnes of his
Majesties preservation from the lait dainger
and pereillis laitlie conspyrit' agains his
hieness persone in Ingland as of befoir in
Scotland on the v of Aprill 1600 in Perth in
Scotland the persones underwritten made
burgesses, &c., &c.

1603.
§ Au;

AIKENBAR FaMILY.—Donald Cunyng-
hame of Aikenbar, accused of hav-
ing “struke and dang William
Tarbert's wife and of seeking hir
husband with ane drawn quhinger to have
slain him sayand maist proudlie and arro-
gantlie quha daur be so bauld to take ane
amends or revenge the samyn ;” and on the
following day of having pursued Baillie Peter
Houstoun “on horsbak with ane steill
bonnat, sward, quhinger, gantelot, and
bendit staffe,” and of having wounded the
baillie’s son who came to his father’s assist-
ance. A few days before, Donald’s son
Robert had been punished for “durking”
Duncan Glen and his wife. His son Archi-
bald figures in similar circumstances. On

1603.
12 Aug.
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As the charter granted by King James in 1609 to restore
the drooping fortunes of the ancient burgh is not only important

3d July, 1604, the Cunynghames acknowledge
their offence in “dispersoning of the Baillie”
and ask and receive a remission of their pun-
ishment, which had amounted to forfeiture
of their privileges as burgesses. Archibald
was fiar of Aikenbar, and in 1609 finds
caution to keep the peace towards his
brother William.

PREACHING.—The bailies and Council
send for the minister and “in
respect that he be left off his ex-
position of the ordinarie chaptars
daylie at prayers morning and evening and
heiring be misreport that the town lothit the
word on the preiching dayes requestit the
said minister (in token and to testifie thair
guid affectioun to the Word of God,) to
supplie and help that want and expositioun
of the chaptours ¢'* is ane grieff vnto thame,
to preiche unto thame as God will assist
him on thurisday on the morning betuix
aucht and nyne q® the Presbyterie meits
not.”

Donald Roy for “contemptuouslie breakin
the touns drum,” is to be “keipit in
the stokkis and buy ane uthir drum
at his awn charge.”

THE GALLOWS.—It is statute and ordanit
that ane new gallows be biggit
vpoune the commuoun at the point
of Croftingrie.

THE KNOCK.— At the request of the
baillie and Counsall Walter Dennie
hes taine the gyding and keiping of
the knock q! Witsounday, nixtocum,
for the g'* he sall haif the hinging unfremenis
mairtis q" the said terme and iv lib. out of
the comoun purss; and his enterie to the
gyding and keiping thairof to be presentlie.

1604.
6 April.

1604.
4 April

1
28 May.

1604
1 June.

WATCHING FOR THE PEST.—The Baillie
ordanis ilk Q" maister set doun of
befoir to causs of his quartr some
sufficient personis to watche daylie
betuix the sun-rising and doun-setting viz.,
tua at the brig and tua at the college, and to
remaine fra iij hours in the morning qlk ix
hours at the evin; and giff ony persone
failye ordainis ilk q* maister to poynd the
persone dissobeyan for vj®* viij* [Contem-
porary writers make repeated references to
the appearance of this pestilence. It seems to
have begun to spread in May, and increased
greatly during the heat of June and July.]
TowN DRUMMER.—John Maccanss is
appointed “to strike the drum throu
1604 e toune at four hours in the
2 June. R
morning and at sex hours at nyt
and serve the toune in all thair ados q™ this
time towmonth and that for ane stand of
claithes presentlie bocht be the toun to him,
and libertie grantit to him to pass throw the
toun at Yule and Pasche and to resaiff sic
gratitude as the burgesses inhabitants thair-
of sall pleiss of thair liberalitie to giff him.”
[Next year the fee is called a “stand of gray
claithes.” In April, 1601, The Council
grantes to baith the menstrallis ane hun-
dreth merks betuix thame at Witsonday and
Mertimes, viz., 40 lib to the drummer and
40 m to the pypaire bye and besydes ther
casualties of menstrallis.]
ARMOUR.—Thomas Fallisdaill to pass to
Glasgow to compone with James
Lawrie deput to the Laird of Burlie
ffor this haill burgh and inhabitants
thairof flor taking of armour according to
the chairges als guid [and] chaip as they
best can.

1604.
§ June.

1604.

21 June.
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from the privileges it confirms and extends, but because it
throws a clear light upon the contemporary history of the town,

GUNPOWDER PLOT.—The g™ day the
baillies and counsall being convenit
this day and heiring be report of
Thomas Buntein our comburgess of
the conspiracie devysit in Ingland agains
his Majestie and that his hieness be the
Providence of God was foirseine therof and
sua praised be God is preserved fra the same
Thairfor it is concludit and ordanit that our
minister at thrie hours efternoone sall give
praise and thanks to God for his Majestie’s
preservation and that all the pepill convene
in the kirk to that effect and that the drum
pass throu the toun that ewerie man frie and
unfrie mak on benfyres at fyve eftirnoone.

A NEW NoOTAR-PUBLICK.—David Wat-
son, son of Walter Watson, Court
Clerk of Dumbarton, having warrit
a gret pairt of his youth in letters
and verteu sua that for his habilitie literature
and gud qualificatione he is abill to use the
chairge of ane notar-publick.

THE PEST.—Former acts renewed for
watching the gates against the pest,
and “that nane presume to receave
or ludge ony strainger cummand to
this burgh q" first the baillies or sum of the
counsall be foirscin therof and also that na
person enter or cum w* this burgh but be
the brig allanarlie and that all personis
beyond Clyd land ther bottis at the Castle
and cum on fut be the brig and na uthir
wayes and bring with them suffitient testi-
monialls aither be ther ordinar Minister or
Maister being unsuspectit of ony pest or
contagious seikness undir the paine of
scurgeing and baneisment furth of the toun
for the first falt vndir the paine of deid for
the second falt. [Chancellor Dumfermline,
writing to the King rcgarding the spread of

1605.
12 Nov.

1606.
I June.

1600.
§ Aug.

the pest at this time, states that the calamity
‘“hinders all meitings off counsall, and all
publict functions for ministration of justice,
and maintenance of good reulls and govern-
ment except sik as we tak at starts, with
some few at Edinburghe or in sik other place
for a day, to keip some countenance of ardour
and cair off your Majestie’s peace and
obedience.” The imprisoned ministers at
Blackness also addressed a petition to the
King, in which they described the state of
the country under its affliction.]
ELECTION.—The burgh procurators pro-
tested against the practice of
choosing baillies, Council, and
other officers contrary to the act
of Convention of Burghs held at Ed", 4 April,
1552. By that act it was appointed that
upon the Wednesday befoir the first of
Michaclmas the Provost Baillies Dean of
Guild, Treasurer and Council should choose
twelve persons to be the new council which
shall include the before mentioned officers
for that year; that on the following Friday
the old and the new Council should choose
three for each of the various offices in the
burgh out of the merchants only and on
the Tuesday after, these shall again meit
with the deacons of craftismen and fill up the
offices by vote, provyded always that the
persons so elected shall have previously
been a year or two in the Council. For-
merly the practise seems to have been for
an assize to choose the two new bailies at a
head court of the burgh about the beginning
of October, and the bailies at the next court
nominated the Council.
PATRONAGE.—T* Fallisdaill sent Com
to Ed® about the tounis right to
patronage of the tounis prebendarie.

1607.
6 Oct.
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the document is given at greater length than would otherwise have

been done :—

-« JaMmgs, by the grace of God, King of Great Britain, France,
“ and Ireland, defender of the faith, to all honest men of his whole
“ land, clergy, and laymen, greeting: Know, that after our lawful age
“ now of long time completed, and all our revocations as well special
“ as general, and considering the great and earnest care which our
“ most noble progenitors of worthy memory have taken for the

GOWRIE CONSPIRACY. — The baillies
appoint “the heill inhabitants of
the burgh to absteine fra work and
pass to the kirk befoir noone on
Fryday nixt the fyft of this instant to give
God thanks and praise for preservation of
his Ma* fra the C°spiracie maid by the Erle
of Gowrie aganis his Mat and in the efter-
noone and at evin to mak benfyres and als
ordaine that ilk fyft daye of August yeirlie
heireftir be keepit in all tyme cuming efter
the samyne maner.”

FIRE.—A fire broke out during the night
in Matthew Thom’s stable and
burned down eight tenements.
Many thefts having been com-
mitted during the fire the thieves were
denounced to “be scurgeit, naylit to the
trone, brunt, and banisheit this burgh.”
[The fire being occasioned by a lighted
candle the Council ordains that all stables
should be lighted by howattis and enjoined
other precautions against fire in the burgh.
The damage was given in at above 2500 lib.
“and thair was gevin in alms by the Duke
of Wittenberge 280 lib. to the sufferers.”]

EARTHQUAKE.—There was an earthquake
(says Calderwood) at nine hours
at night, sensible enough at St
Andrews, Cupar, Edinburgh, Glas-
gow, and Dundee, but more sensible at Dum-

1608.
3 Aug.

1608.
Sept. 16,

Nov. 7.

barton for there the people were so afraid
that they ran to the kirk, togcther with their
minister, to cry to God, for they looked
presentlie for destruction.
GHOSTS.— Marion Peter and Marion
Ritchie “ confesssit thay maist un-
, goddlie fleit Peter Houstoun (thair
maister) fainyeing themselffis to be
gaistis and spiritis, casting piggis, peitis, and
stoippis up and doun the houss fra ane plaice
to ane vthir thrie sundrie nytis.” They were
condemned to stand two successive days on
the cross and on the repentance stool in the
church to heir thair confessions publicly
read, and “ thairefter to be banisheit fra the
burgh.”

1609.
29 May.

1609.
17 Apri

WOMEN TAPSTERS.—Item, thaire
[are to] be na wemen dry ventaris,
tapsteris, tawernaris of aill or beir.
BURIALS.—Item, becaus David Glen bel-
man extorsis the inhabitantis of this
burgh for thair burialls thay ordaine
that everie persoun burit with ane
kist paye the belman in tyme cuming vj*®
viij?; ffor everie man or woman without ane
kist v¢®; and ilk bairne under sevin yeirs
auld x1¢; and ane sowkand bab ij*®,

A Dutch ship permitted to discharge
timber at Port of the Rig it being
impossible to bring her to Dum-
barton, from her great length—110 feet.

1610,
17 April.

1610.
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“ erection of burghs within the realm of Scotland, by increase
“ whereof the civility, profit, and peace chiefly stands, and is daily
‘“ augmented, amongst the number of which our most noble progeni-
“ tors, particularly Alexander II., King of Scots, of worthy memory,
“ 400 years ago and more, erected the burgh of Dumbarton, situate
“ on the west part of the said kingdom of Scotland, into ane free
“ burgh royal, and gave and granted to the said burgh, inhabitants
«“ thereof, and their successors, for ever, divers lands and rents, with
“all the privileges, freedom, and immunities whatsoever, belonging
“ or known to pertain to any burgh royal of the said kingdom of
“ Scotland, and especially such as belong to the burgh of Edinburgh ;
“ and that for the benefit and good of the lieges and inhabitants of
““ the west part of our said kingdom next adjacent to the foresaid
“ burgh, who by resorting to, haunting, and making merchandise in
“ the foresaid burgh, are become more civil and obedient to our
“laws ; as also considering the duty and service faithfully done by
“ the said burgh magistrates, burgesses, and inhabitants, to us and
“ our most noble progenitors, on every convenient occasion, both in
“ peace and war, not only in attending our royal persons in all
“ journeys and huntings in these parts, especially in the island of
“ Inchmurren, and entertaining us and all our nobility and domestics,
“ and other lieges who waited on us for the time, within the said
“ burgh ; but also for protecting and defending our peaceable lieges
“ of Lennox from the tyranny and cruel oppression of a lawless and
“ wild kind of men dwelling in the neighbouring mountainous parts,
“ not without the great effusion of their blood, the loss of the lives of
“ many of the inhabitants, and great damage of the said burgh; and
“ We, also, understanding both from the supplication made to us by
“ the inhabitants of the said burgh, and from a sufficient examination
“ and search made by some of our nobility, at our special command,
“ that the said burgh was so much destroyed and damaged by the
“rapid force and course of the rivers Clyde and Levin, betwix
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“ which rivers the foresaid burgh is situated, that not only a great
“ part of the lands of old granted to the said burgh is overflowed,
“ and the foundations of the houses, tenements, and gardens over-
“ turned, but also all the rest may, in a short time, fall and be over-
“ turned by the rapid force of the said rivers, to the great ruin and
“ poverty of the burgh, and the great loss of the neighbourhood next
“ adjacent, who all, for the most part, live by making merchandise
“ in, and resorting to, the said burgh, which, when it can be evited
“ by some expense laid out in building dykes and other works,
“ whereby the force of the said waters may be directed and stopped,
“ and which expense the inhabitants of the said burgh, because of
“ their poverty, can neither afford nor support, We have therefore
“ resolved to give and grant to the inhabitants of the said burgh,
“and their successors, for their love and fidelity to us, a lasting
“ token and testimony of our good will and royal bounty towards
“ them, by approving not only of their ancient gifts, immunities,
“ privileges, and freedom, and granting to them new and greater
«“ privileges and favours, but also with the advice and consent of the
“ three estates of the realm of Scotland in Parliament assembled
“ and held at Edinburgh the 11th day of the month of August, and
“ year of God, 1607 years, have granted a tax to the sum of 25,000
“ merks of money of Scotland, to be levied from all the lieges of the
“ realm of Scotland ; and whilst this was not sufficient to defray the
‘ expense of the work contrived for the safety of the foresaid burgh,
“ We have added the sum of 12,000 merks money aforesaid, to be
“ paid out of the readiest of our revenues of the said realm for com-
“ pleting that work; These and many other most equitable causes
“ and reasons, We proceeding and inducing, and after our perfect
“ age, and long after all our revocations foresaid, of our own certain
“ knowledge and proper motive, with the special advice and con-
“ sent of our trusty and familiar Counsellors, George, Earl of Dun-
“ bar, our Treasurer-General of Scotland; James, Lord Hay, our
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“ comptroller, and Mr. John Preston of Pennycuick, our collector-
“ general and treasurer of our new augmentation, We have ratified
‘“and approved of, and for us and our successors for ever confirmed,
“ all and whatsoever charters, infeftments, precepts, instruments of
“ sasine, confirmations, causes, decreets, sentences, securities, letters,
“ writs, evidents, donations, grants, freedoms, commodities, and
“ privileges therein contained, made, granted, or confirmed by us
“ and our most noble predecessors, to our foresaid burgh of Dum-
“ bartane, and inhabitants thereof and their successors, and especially
“ the particular charters, &c., therein contained, viz.—ane charter
«“ granted by King Alexander II., at the first erection of the foresaid
“ burgh of Dumbartane into ane free and royal burgh; as also he
“ gave and granted to the said burgh and burgesses thereof and
“ their successors, two parts of the lands of Murvaich for the common
“ good of the burgh that may be made therefrom, as the said charter,
“ granted the 13th day of the month of December and the tenth
“ year of the reign of the said king proports; also a charter granted
“ by the said umquhile King Alexander to the said burgh and
“ burgesses thereof, of the third part of the lands of Murvaich for
“ the yearly payment of ten merks in name of feu farm granted the
“ 28th day of May, in the sixteenth year of the King’s reign; also a
“ charter given by the said umquhile King Alexander to the said
“ burgh and burgesses, inhabitants thereof and their successors, for
“ holding a fair at Dumbartane any year at the Feast of the Nativity
“ of St. John the Baptist, to last eight days, with the customs and
“ freedoms which are at the fairs of the burgh of Roxburgh,
“ granted the 2d March in the twelfth year of the King’s reign;
“also a charter granted by King David II., to all the inhabitants
“ of the said burgh, fully and entirely remitting to the said burgesses
“ of Dumbartane the payment of the assize ale and assize herring,
“ which ale and herring used to be demanded and exacted in times

“ past, granted the 10th day of the month of December, the thirty-
VOL. IL o




18 THE BOOK OF DUMBARTONSHIRE.

“ ninth year of the King’s reign; also a decreet passed by the lords
“ of Council and Sesssion in favour of the bailies, counsellors, and
“ community of the said burgh against John Campbell of Ardkinlass,
“ assizer of the foresaid herring, and Donald Campbell of Drougie,
“ his depute, and against the Treasurers, our accomptants for the
“ time, decerning them to desist from troubling in any manner of
“ way the inhabitants of the said burgh, their boats, and fishermen,
“ for the said assize herring, and from the levying of any tax or
“ duty for the same, dated the 18th day of July 1594: also a protection
« granted by the most noble King James III., under his own privy
“ seal to the bailies, counsellors, and community of the said burgh for
“ the lands, possessions, and goods pertaining to them, and especially
“ for the fishing upon the water of Levin, from Balloch to the Castle
“ of Dumbartane ; also the donation, presentation, advocation, and
“ right of patronage of all the chaplenaries and alterages within the
“ said burgh, the parish church of the same founded there, especially
“ of the Holy Cross of St. Peter, St. Sebastian, and St. Ninian, to-
“ gether with all the lands, rents, tenements, mortifications, obits, alms
“ money, and other debts pertaining to the same; also the advocation,
“ donation, and presentation of the chapel of the blessed Virgin Mary,
“ situate with the burgh of Dumbartane, granted by the bailies and
“ counsellors of the same for the time to umquhile Lady Isabella,
“ Duchess of Albany and Countess of Lennox, for founding of a
“ collegiate church there, reserving to the said bailies and counsellors
“ and their successors the right of patronage of the said chaplenary,
“ and of the foresaid chapel, with all the lands, taxes, yearly rents,
“ possessions and other duties pertaining thereto, dated the 11th day
“ of the month of May 1453 ; also the letter of exemption granted
“ by umquhile King James III. foresaid, to the said burgh and
“ inhabitants thereof, exempting them from all muster with the
“ sheriff of Dumbartane or his depute; but that they muster by them-
“ selves agreeably to the custom of burghs, as the said letter under the
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“ Privy Seal, dated the 16th May in the twentieth year of the King’s
“ reign proports, together with all and sundry other charters, &c.,
“ granted in favour of the burgh of Dumbartane at and after its
“ erection into a free royal burgh, with all the rights, titles, and
“ privileges pertaining thereto by the laws and customs of our realm;
“and of all the lands, rents, tenements, rents of the river, yeards,
“ crofts, fields, fishings, muirs, marshes, ways, passages, milns, mul-
“ tures, maills, ferms, and duties whatsoever, together with all morti-
“ fications, rights of patronage, donations, fairs, mercats, with the
“ customs and duties thereto pertaining ; and We will and grant, and
“ for us and our successors, with advice foresaid, for ever decree and
“ ordain, that the foresaid-generality shall in no ways hurt or be of
“ prejudice to the speciality, and that the speciality shall be in no
“ way prejudicial to or hurt the generality; . . . We give and
“ grant, and for ever confirm to the foresaids, our well-beloved and
“ faithful servitors the bailies, counsellors, burgesses, community and
« inhabitants of our said burgh of Dumbartane, and their successors :
“ All and haill the said burgh, with the lands, fields, territories, and
“ community of the same, with all and sundry lands, tenements,
“ houses, biggings, kirks, chapels, chapellaries, yeards, orchyeards,
“ fields, tofts, crofts, gaits, passages, milns, multures and sequels,
“ dams, inlairs, laids, water-gangs, fishings, both of salmon and other
“ fish, in salt water as well as fresh, within the bounds of the rivers
“ of Clyde and Leven, river rents, fruits, mansions, manors, duties,
« profits, emoluments, donations, presentations, mortifications, alms
“ money, obits, annualrents, freedoms, privileges, and immunities
“ whatsoever, ecclesiastical and secular thereto pertaining, .o
“ with full power and liberty to them of choosing and electing yearly
“a provost, bailies, counsellors, dean of guild, treasurer, clerks,
“ servants, and other officers of court, with all the freedoms and
« privileges belonging to, or may justly belong to any other royal
“ burgh ; and with powers to the burgesses and inhabitants of the
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“ said burgh and their successors for ever, for having, using, frequent-
“ ing and exercising, the freedom of free burgesses, . . as
“ freely as the same are known to pertain to the burgh of Edmburgh

“ &c. ; and with special power to the foresaid community of exer-
“ cising trade and traffic within the bounds of the fourteen davach-
“ tarum of land lying within Lennox, next adjacent to the said burgh,
“ on the east side of the water of Levin, and on the west side of the
“ said water all the way to the head [headlands] of Lochfyne, with
“ full power to the said Provost, &c., of intromitting with, lifting, and
“ receiving all the petty customs and other duties within the bounds
“ above written, to wit, betwixt the water of Kelvin and head [head-
“lands] of Lochfyne.” The charter then authorizes the formation
of a Court of Guildry, fixes the Wednesday and Saturday of each
week as market days, and the 17th of March, the 2oth of June, and
the 1st of August, as the days on which the annual free fairs were
to commence. It then requires and commands “ all persons both of
“ regalities and royalties, within the bounds before written (who are
“ not burgesses of the burgh of Dumbartane), that they do not
“ presume to usurp, exercise, or occupy the exercise of the trade and
“ traffic of merchandise, or any other privilege belonging to a free
“ burgh, under pain of incarcerating their persons, and the forfeiture
“and escheat of their goods and merchandise wherever the same
“ can be apprehended.” Having given full power for making and
maintaining all proper laws for the good and profit of the burgh, the
charter thus proceeds : “ Moreover we give, grant, and confirm (to
“ the foresaid communify) all and hail the foresaid common lands of
“ the burgh of old called the lands of Murvaich, with the Common Muir
‘“ of Dumbartane, pasturage, and other commodities of the same, within
“ the special bounds, meiths, and merches thereof, according to the
“ yearly riding, and wherein they were and are in peaceable possession,
“ as follows:—Beginnand at the burn mouth be-east the Castle of
“ Dumbartane, and therefrae north-east the said burne be the lands of




DUMBARTON BURGH. 21

“ the Mains of Colquhoun, to the lands of the College Kirk, of Dum-
“ bartane, now possest be John Semple of Corruth and his tenants, and
“ northward be the lands and Mains of Colquhoun to the burnhead, and
“ in lair of the common miln land and water of the said burgh, and there-
“frae up the said burn east and north-east to the place called the
‘ Spardie Lynn, and therefrae to the Black Craigs, and therefrae to
“ the Black Lynn, and therefrae to the cairn of stanes called Darnycaip,
“ and therefrae eastward to the cairn of stanes at the south end of the
“ Fynloch, and therefrae be the north side of the hill of Meikle Dun-
“ comb, north-east to the place called the Queen Seat, and therefrae
“ to the burne crooks betwixt the auld house of Auchingrays [or
“ Auchingee], and therefrae down the same burn, northward to the
“ Green burn, and therefrae to the common furds, and therefrae to
“ the common cairn called the Lang Cairn, and therefrae westward
“ to the Red brae, upon the lands and merches of the ferkins and
“ merkins, and therefrae to the north-west part of the hill where the
“ Standand Stanes are fixt; and therefrae westward to the auld
“ monument of stone called the Common Kist; and therefrae to the
“ hill called Braikloch ; and therefrae westward and south-westward
“ to the Common Glen ; and therefrae to the Murvaich Glen; and
“ therefrae to the west brachead of the said Murvaich Glen, to the
“ dwelling-house of the third of Kirkmichael; and therefrae to the
“ dwelling-house and yard called Mortoun’s House ; and therefrae
“ north oure High Street to the auld hedge, at the south side of the
“ dwelling-house, now possest be Gillies Mitchell, as tenant to
“ William Sempill of Fulwood; and therefrae westward marching
“ with the said William Sempill’s lands of Kirkmichael on the north,
“ to the river of Levin, and sua down be the river side southward to
“ the north end of the new bulwark ; and therefrae be the river side
“ to the part called the Bishop’s Cast ; and sua down be the said cast
“ (wherein the said river is now appointit to ryn), southward and
“ alongst the said water of Levin to the Castell Green, which lands,
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“ though of old called the lands of Murvaich, are now known by the
“ lands of Corslat, Stoneflat, Aikenbar, Chapeltown, Guisholm, Glen,
“ Murvaich, Auchinreoch, Kilmalid, Millross, Meadow, Rindredding,
“ Marieland, Heddrieward, Gortshavock, Howatschallhill, Conyng-
“ heid, alias Braidbank, and Roundredding, together with all the
“ ways, roads, &c., &c., leading to or from the said burgh of Dum-
“ bartane. . . . Also, We, with the advice aforesaid, give, grant, and
“ dispone to the foresaid provost, bailies, and counsellors of our said
“ burgh, and their successors, all and haill the said river Levin, from
“ Balloch to the Castle of the said burgh, with the fishing of salmon
* and other fishes therein, together with the freedom thereof upon:
“ both sides of the flood water-mark ; as also the freedom of the said
“ water of Clyde, with the fishing of salmon and other fishes, within
“ the bounds foresaid, viz., from the said water of Kelvin and head
“ of Lochlong, to be possessed by them and their successors as free
“ as they and their predecessors possessed the same in time past,
“ exempting them and their successors for ever from all payment of
“ assize of ale and herring by them, their boats, sailors, and fishermen,
“ to any person whatsomever, as before said is ; with special powerand
“ authority to the provost and bailies of the said burgh, present and
“ to come, and to their successors, factors, and collectors, of intro-
“ mitting, lifting, and receiving, all and haill the small customs within
“ the bounds of the said rivers of Levin and Clyde, with the duties
“of coquets, entries of ships, barks, crearis, ryaris veschells,
“ ankeragies, water, measures, dock-mails, choir-silver, assize bolls,
“ with duties of misserage and weyage, and with all other customs,
“ impositions, and duties of goods to be transported to and from the
“ said burgh, ports, shores, and havens whatsomever, within the said
“ rivers and bounds foresaid, with all other customs and impositions
“ of the same, within and without the same, upon the ways as well as
“ in the market-places thereof, with other stand mails, baith inland
“ and market-mail, market-claith, market-malt, beer, and other corn-
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“ markets, with all other customs, impositions, and duties, within and
“ without the said burgh, as freely as they and their predecessors,
“ servitors, factors, and farmers, now are, or have been, in possession
“of lifting and receiving, possessed or used, in any time past; and"
‘ will that the said generality shall be of no hurt or prejudice to the
“ speciality, and that the speciality shall not derogate from, or pre-
“ judice the generality ; forbidding also, and simply discharging, all
“and sundry, our lieges and foreign merchants coming with their
“ ships, barks, crearis, boats, or other sea vessels, greater or smaller,
“ loaded with goods or merchandise, within the said rivers and waters
“ of Clyde and Levin, and specially within the bounds foresaid, that
“ none of them presume to break bouk, tap or sell, aye and until they
“ come with the same to our said burgh of Dumbartane, and that
“ they enter their ships, boats, and barks, and other sea vessels, with
“ all their goods and merchandise, in the books of our said burgh,
“ and there make market with free burgesses, and there live their
“ vessels according to ancient custom, and that they receive coquets
“ before their departure, and that they readily obey and pay the
“ duties above-mentioned, under the pains contained in the acts of
“ Parliament against contraveners, to be exacted by the foresaid
“ provost, bailies, and counsellors of the said burgh, with all rigour.
“. . . And We, perfectly understanding that by the rapid course and
* inundation of the foresaid waters and rivers of Clyde and Levin, a
« great part of the foresaid common lands and burgage acres is now
“ drowned, and that by very strong bulwarks hitherto begun, and by
“ the favour of God to be perfected, the foresaid water of Levin may
“ be so reduced to its ancient course, that in a short time, by the said
“ bulwarks, and the industry and labour of the inhabitants, the
“ greater part of the said lands shall be recovered, drained, and made
“ fit for pasturage ; and We, not willing to prejudge the said burgh
“in_the same, nor do we will neither is it agreeable to reason that
“any particular persons ought to enjoy the benefit of the lands
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“ recovered by the common charges, debursed by us and our whole
“ realm, for that purpose, but rather that the said lands be appro-
« priated to the common good of the said burgh for the support and
“ reparation of the said bulwarks, which, without doubt, behoove
“ daily to be repaired ; Therefore, We, with the advice and consent
“ aforesaid, give, grant, and forever dispone to the provost, bailies,
“ counsellors, and community of the said burgh of Dumbartane, and
“ their successors, our full power, freedom, and liberty, to turn the
“ said water of Levin from the present course wherein it now runs,
“ to the old dyke and water-gang formerly made by umquhile the
“ Bishop of Orkney, and head of the Collegiate Church of said
“ burgh for the time, and to make the said water of Levin to run
“ and flow there with convenient breadth and necessary depth; and
“ to this purpose to make pools and dykes, build bulwarks, and fortify
“ them with all necessary things which they can find there; and
“ especially to dig stones in the common quarry called Jamesheid,
“ lying within our property of the lands of the lordship of Cardross,
“ to cast turf there, with power to transport the said stones and turf
“ by the better way to the said work through any part of the foresaid
“ lands without any impediment to be made to them by us or any
“ person whatsomever.” The charter then refers to the lands
inundated by the rivers Leven and Clyde (contained within the
boundaries described, ante p. 10), and confers the same upon the
community of the burgh, with this special provision, “ that it shall
“ not be lawful to the said provost, &c., to delapidate, in feu farm
“ dispose of, or in long tacks let, the foresaid lands to be recovered,
“ nor any part thereof, longer than for the space of three years only ;
“ and that the said lands, as they shall happen to be recovered and
“ drained, shall be yearly rouped and set at the highest offer for
“ pasturage, only never to be tilled or manured, and if they do so,
“ this disposition to be of no force, as_if the same had never been
“ given or granted ; and that the duties and rents of the said lands




DUMBARTON BURGH. 25

* be yearly expended upon the reparation and defence of the said
“ bulwarks and other contrivances made or to be made for the pre-
“ servation of the burgh, and for no other use.” The charter, after
“ providing for the council giving a yearly account of their intromissions,
confers liberty to build bridges across and to use ferry-boats upon the
water of Leven, and authorizes the magistrates to punish all offenders
within their bounds. Having described the form of sasine to be
observed, the document thus proceeds :(—*“ We decern and ordain the
~ “ foresaid sasine [the provost or any bailie standing at the mercat
“ cross | once taken by virtue of thir presents, in name of infeftment,
“ by the provost or any one of the bailies of the foresaid burgh, in
“ name of all the burgesses, counsellors, and community thereof, and
“ their successors, by delivery of earth and stone for the foresaid
“ different land, and other annexes, connexes, accessories, and de-
“ pendencies of the same ; and by delivery of one silver penny for
“ the said duties, customs, and other accessories, and dependencies of
‘“ the same ; and by delivery of a staff for the foresaid offices, free-
“ doms, and jurisdictions ; and by delivery of water for the foresaid
“ rivers, waters, fishings, &c. ; and by delivery of the clap of the miln
“ for the miln, multures, &c. ; and by delivery of one psalm-book for
“ the churches, chapels, chapelanries, prebendaries, rents, obits, &c.,
“ shall stand and forever be a sufficient seasine to the said burgh of
“ Dumbartane. . . . In witness whereof we have ordered our great
“ seal to this our present charter of confirmation and new grant, to be
“ put before these witnesses, our well-beloved counsellor and cousin,
“ James Marquis of Hamilton, Earl of Arran, Lord Aven and
“ Aberbrothwick ; George Earl Marishall, Lord Keith Marishall of
“ our realm; Alexander, Earl of Dumfermling, Lord (Fyvie) our
“ Chancellor, our beloved familiar counsellors ; Masters Alexander
“ Hay, our Secretary ; Richard Cockburn, younger of Clerkingtoun,
“ keeper of our Privy Seal ; Master James Skene, Clerk of the Rolls;
“ Master John Cockburn of Ormiestoun, knt, out Justice-Clerk ; and
VOL. II. D
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“ Mr. William Scott of Elie, our Director of Chancellory. At New
“ mercat, the thirteenth day of the month of December, the year of
“ God, one thousand six hundred and nine, and of the reign of our
“ King the forty-third year.”

This important charter of confirmation greatly extended the
privileges of the burgesses, and added materially to the wealth of the
burgh, though in after years it turned that the defence of certain
portions of their property from the encroachments of neighbouring
proprietors, led the corporation into lengthy and most expensive law-
suits, while the important privileges conferred upon them in con-
nection with the Clyde navigation, were also, as will be shown in

succeeding pages, greatly lessened by the persevering opposition of
their Glasgow brethren.




CHAPTER IL

DUMBARTON BURGH—Continued.

BURGH LIFE IN THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY—BURGH RECORDS.

WM URING the stirring period of the Civil War, a clear and
84(‘;.2 certain light comes to be thrown upon our local annals by
LERe]  the records—municipal, ecclesiastical, and criminal, of the
Burgh of Dumbarton. They not only illustrate every event of
importance which happened in the district, but are calculated in
some instances to lead to a clearer understanding of public events,
while in their quaint completeness they throw a flood of light upon
the popular customs and superstitions of the period. The earliest
volume of minutes indicating in a continuous manner the pro-
ceedings of the Town Council of Dumbarton, extends from April
1627 to January 1641 ; the second has been recently bound in a
very disorderly manner, but contains such Minutes as exist between
April 1655 and March 1671. In this volume there are also several
documents connected with the shipping of Dumbarton, and records
of certain criminal proceedings before the Sheriff Court of the
district, and also before another official, known as the Judge of the
Regality of Lennox. Neither of these volumes are paged, but the
succession of the different minutes indicates sufficiently, so far as the
first is concerned, that it is an all but perfect record; the other
presents a confusion which Puck might have envied, and even with
the most painstaking anxiety it is impossible to make out of it a
strictly chronological series of minutes. The third volume extends
from 1673 to 1693, from which period a succession of fairly written

1 See vol. i., chapters x. and xi.
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volumes bring down the minutes to the present day. Till the year
1711, these records are written in the usual contracted caligraphy of
the period, but, keeping out of sight injuries from damp and vermin
in some places, their decipherment is not a difficult task. There
can be no doubt that from a period long anterior to what is embraced
by the first-mentioned volume, the Council kept a written record of
its proceedings, but none has come down to our time, and, consider-
ing the careless manner in which the town papers were kept till very
recently, it is a wonder the series of Council Minutes is so perfect as
it is. The earliest volume of records connected with the Presbytery
of Dumbarton commences in November, 1639, and ends in 1654 ;
the second, which presents a blank here and there, extends from
October, 1656, to February, 1689, in which month the Presbytery
met after a long dissolution. From this date the Records of the Pres-
bytery are almost perfect. The older volumes of the Sasine Records
connected with the county extend, the first from 1653 to 1661; the
second from 1661 to 1668 ; and the third from 1696 to 1717.

The Council Records of the Burgh, as has been already stated,
while they serve to explain and in some cases receive explanation
from the public events of the time, are especially valuable for the
light they throw upon the daily life of the people.! Prominent

! The following extracts from these
Records, arranged more with reference to
order of time than subject classification, will

and capital letters used throughout for the
names of persons and places.

be found to illustrate most of the statements
contained in the text of this chapter. In
transcribing from these records it has been
thought advisable to adhere as strictly as
possible to the original orthography. The
only liberties taken in this respect are with
the contractions, which, for the comfort of
the reader, have been slightly reduced in
number. A punctuation has also been added
. sufficient to make the minutes intelligible,

In the Tolbuith of Dunbartan, the twentie-
aught day of Apryil 1627. The q™ day,
in p™ of J® Sempill peist, and J* Fallis-
daill baillie of the said burgh,

The ladill and pettie customs w'in burgh,

last possessit be R* Middilmass

and uthirs, being ropit dyvers
dayes, at last The same is set
to the said R* Middilmass fra this p™ q" the
first of May, j™ vj°twentie-aught years for

Let of Petty
Customs.
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beyond every other thing illustrated, prominent almost beyond
belief, is the power which they show to have been exercised by

the local magistracy of the period.

In an age of free thought and

free enterprise like the present, it is hardly possible to imagine the

pay™ of four scoire twelff punds money to
the .p'eist, baillies, and ‘counsall p* and
to cum, and to their Th* at four severall
tymes, viz.,, quarterlie, at termes ust and
wont, ffor payment qfof

became cau™ for and w* the said R* Middil-
mass cojointlie and seuerallie to the said W*
Watsoun, Th*, for the weill of the said
burgh, and the said R* Middilmass actit
them to releiff his said cau™. The g day
the grass of the Braidmeadow being ropit
dyveris dayies, at last this day is set to J®
Mitchell, wright, for the crop 1627, ffor
paym® of twelff lib. xiij® iv?, to be imployit on
the wattir wark. Sik twelff lib. xiij* iv? the
said Johne Mitchell as prin®, and R* Sem-
pill, fischer, as cau™ for him, ackit them
c’jointlie and seuerallie to pay to the pro-
veist, baillies, and counsall, or ony havand
their powar, At Lamis nixt for the use of the
wark, and the said J®* Mitchell actit him to
relieff his cau™.

In the Tolbuith of Dunbartan, the sevint of
May 1627. Ce°venit the said peist and
baillies wt Theas Fallisdaill, R* Colqu-
houn, R* Watsoun, J* Porter, Petir
Donnald, R* Denestoun,

The q™ day anent the lettir directed be

Glasgow to this burgh, Schawand

The Council that the merchand of the Dutche

refuse to

send a com-  schip of dailles offerit the dailles
Glasgom. ' to Glasgow befoir the schip came

w' the libertie of the river, and
that they agreit w* them for the haill daills
the had aboard, q'by they alledge it was

thair awn bargaine to dyspose of at thair
pleisur, yit offering the half to this burgh gif
they be pleased to tak the half of the
bargainhe aff their hand, Desyring thairfor to
send up a commissioner on the instant to
mak securitie to the merchand for the price
of our half thairof as sall be agreit, Uthir-
ways that they must tak the haill to them-

selffis and pay the full The said letter

being read and advysit, the said pTeist,
baillies, and counsall understands that the
said schip came w* the river of Clyd, at leist
verrie near the samyn, and was bound
thairto; And that be the order observit
betuix the burrowis it has been the form
that the toun of Glasgow sould send doun
their commissioner, and then w* our com-
missioner to vissit the guidds, and thair
worth and availl for the samyne, and thair-
aftir to pass togidder and by the same
togiddir equallie betuix the said burrowis,
Thairfor c’cluid not to send ony commis-
sioner to Glasgow (the schip and guidds
being heir at the castell of Dunbartan), Bot
to write to Glasgow that thay send doun
their commissioner heir for vissiting the daills
and bying the same, and to let them know
that they can not by the same except thay
plainlie foirstall, Albeit the schip had not
been cum w** Clyd, seeing sche was cumand
thairto, and causit scroll the form of the
lettir that is to be sent, And ordaine the
schip and dailles to be arreistit and the m*
and awner to be apprehendit and wardit till
thay find caution that thay do no deid to
violat the privileges of the burgh, and to a*
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intolerable restrictions imposed upon our ancestors of the seventeenth
century. Nothing was too great or too trifling to escape the control

of the Town Council.

It tried to regulate by its own absurd

standard the fundamental principles of commerce, and when it had

as law will for ony wrang alreaddie dune and
for payment of the pettie customs of the
burgh. An in lyk manner to arreist the
uthir Dutche schips and dailles and m™ cum-
and to Patrick Bell till caution be fund for
payment of the pettie customs and ankarage,
seeing thay ar on the straingers adventure.

In pretoria burgi Dunbartan die vicesimo
secunda, June 1627. Ce°venit J® Fallis-
dall, W™ Colquhoun baillies, w* Thomas
Fallisdall, George Buchanane, R* Wat-
soun, J* Smollat, J* Campbell, Peter
Donnald, J* Porter, R* Denestoun, J*
Mitchell,

The g™ day, Thay ordanit the baillies to

Work for Caus the glasswryt mak up a new

theglass-  glass to the Tolbuith in the loist

wright. windo, seeing the auld windo is
all broken, and that on the toun’s chairge.

Item, That the ruiff of the Tolbuith and
Painting  the croce be payntit and dressit.

Item, In regaird the paynter is in this
toun paynting Sir W™ Alex™ schip, Thay
think meit to causs him renew the paynting
and cullaring of the orlage, gif the baillies
can agrie w* him chaiplie on the toun’s
chairges.

Item, In regaird the auld ansenzes ar

New Ensign. decayit, Thay ordaine ane new

ansenze of red to be bo* and-

maid, and the tounis armis thairin.

They ordaine that the honest men of the
counsall go wt* the baillies to
vissit the wattir wark this nyt at
the low wattir.

Water Work.

In pretoria burgi Dunbartan, die 23 August
1627. The g™ day, in p™ of the baillies
and certain of the counsall,

Fforsameikle as William Somerville, sayler,

servand to Sir W™ Alex", kny*,

was, at desyre of the said Sir

W= for his insolencie and trubill

offerit to utheris of his cumpanie, p*tallie to

W™ Ramsay, and George Ramsay his sone,

and raising factionis and seditionis amangis

his cumpanie and sailers committit in ward

w'* the tolbuith on Setterday, the xviij of this

instant, and that sensyne, vpoune the Sab-

both day, in tyme of preiching, he abusit
the Sabboth day, being drinking all nyt, He
set out scoppis, cuppis, and uthir tryfllillis
at the windo, offering thaim to be sauld as
the peopill came from the kirk, desyiring
thaim to by them and sik uthir waires as he

had, And that thairupoune the baillie, J*

Fallasdaill, cuming to him and desyring him

to be quyet or utherways go to the chalmer

of the said tolbuith, q* he my* be keepit mair
quyetlie, He not only refusit, bot w* horribill
aiths said th4ir wos nane braithing durst
put him thairin, And the baillie putting hand
to him to put him thairin, he offerit to have
drawn his daiger, warw® the said baillie gat

a grip thairof and held it, and w* grit diffi-

cultie gat the same fra him efter he had

receavit mony injurious words of the said

W=, The said W™ being accusit, acknow-

ledgit his said offencis to God and wrangis

to the said baillie, And declairs he is sorry
for the same, and alledges he was ouercome
wtdrink and not setlit.

A disorderly
sailor,
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settled these it turned for recreation to regulate the domestic duties

of the unfortunate citizens.

There was no end to its capacity for

work ; there was no end to the duties it exacted from the people.
Not that Dumbarton was better or worse in this respect than other

Thairfor the baillies, w* advyse of the
counsall p*, Ordaine him to give sattisfac-
tioune to the minister, elders, and sessioun
" of the kirk of this burgh for his abusing the
Sabbath day, and to pay to the kirk box, for
the pure, sex pundis Scottis money ; And
for his wrang to the baillies to be laid in the
stokkis at the croce, and his burgeschip and
freedome of this burgh giftit to him to be
cryit doun, and thairafter that he humblie
crave pardoun of the baillie for his fault done
to him, and inact himselff nevir to offir
injurie to ony inhabitant of the burgh in
tyme-cuming, vnder the paine of ane hun-
derit lib. money, and perpetuall perjurie and
defamation. Sua, according thairto, payit
the said sex lib. money to the kirk officer for
the pooris box, And actit himselff judiciallie,
vndir the paine of perjurie and defamation,
nevir to do nor offir injurie nor wrang to ony
inhabitant of this burgh heirafter, and that
vnder the paine of ane hunderit lib. because
he had no man to be cau™* for him.

-In the Tolbuith of Dumbartan, the twentie-
aught day of September, being the day
befoir Michaelmas j® vj¢twentie and
sevin yeirs.

The q* day, according to the actis and use of

Form of clec. DUrTOWis, and speciallie of this
tion of new  burgh, anent the electioun of the

: magistrattis and uthir officirs
befoir Michaelmas, C°venit J» Fallisdaell and

William Colquhoun p™ baillies of the said

burgh of Dumbartan, accompanyit w* the per-

sounis of the g™ auld counsall of the samyne

burgh, sa monie of thaime as ar at hame w*®
this burgh, viz.,, Thomas Fallsdaill, George
Buchanane, R* Campbell, Peter Donnald,
Johne Porter, J® Mitchell lait Th*, R* M‘Indo
merchand, R*' Denestoun cordonar, and
R* Dobbie tailyier, Togidder w* James Hall
of Fulbar, George Hall his sone, Johne Camp-
bell and James Fallisdaill, chosen in place
of Rt Colquhoun, R* Watsoun, and'James
Smollat, p*ounis of, the said auld counsall
absent, to geie thair vottis in the electioun
of ane new counsal for the yeir to cum, all
sworne for that affect, and also for giving
voice in the electioun of the magistrattis and
uthir officirs, The persounis of the said auld
counsall removit and eftir ane uthir and all
conserit they allsweill that war absent as
thoise that are p™, Thair worthines of thair
plaices in counsall being weill weyit and
cosiderit, They of new electit J» Sempill
p*™ pUeist, J8 Fallisdaell, W™ Colquhoun
p™ baillies, and R* Watsoun p** Th*, to be
four of the new counsall for this yeir tocum,
Togiddir w* the saids Thomas Fallisdaell,
George Buchanane, James Hall of Fulbar,
George Hall his sone, J® Campbell, J® Porter,
Peter Donnald, James Smollatt, W™ Makkie
merchands, w* R* Davie, tailyer and James
Gairdner cordonar, for the crafts, to be of the
new counsall for this yeir to cum, Quha being

sua selectit and chois sa monnie as war

p® war all sworne, and the remainant p*ounis
aboue chois in the room of thoise absent also
sworne to give voice in the electioun of the
lytes and officers.

The samyne day, Thay tho* expedient to
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local governments existing in Scotland at the time.
fashion—it was the failing of the age.

It was the
Some of the most mis-

chievous features of the system have been swept away only recently,
and in certain continental cities they may yet be found exercising all

choose the haill lytes of the officers of this
burgh and all the officers for this yeir to-cum,
and thairfor, The said p%ounis of the auld and
new counsall being p® be thaim and uthirs
in thair plaice in maner aboune written, Past
to the electioun of the lytis, and first began
at the lytis of the preistrie and be moniest
voittes electit J* Sempill lait pYeist, J* Hall,
Fulbar, and Thomas Fallisdaell t be lytis
for the peistrie for this yeir to-cum ; J* Fallis-
daell, W™ Colquhoun p* baillies, and James
Smollatt, lytes for ae of the tua baillies,
George Buchanane, George Hall, and J*
Campbell, lytes for the uthir baillie, R* Wat-
soun p* The’, R M‘Indo, and W™ Duncan,
lytes for the office of Th*er for the yeir to-
cum.

The q™ day, The said baillies and coun-
sall, auld and new, samonie as ar p™ and
remainit p*ounis q* war chosin in plaice of
the counsallars absent, viz., J» Mitchell, wryt,
for the hamermen, J. Burnsyd for the tailyers,
J* Gairdner for the cordonars, Patrick
M‘Manus for the cowpars, Simon Watsoun
for the wabstars, Finlay Ewing for the malt-
men, past to the choising of the officers furth
of the said lytes, and began at the lytes of
the said peistrie and be moniest vottis electit
furth thairof the said James Hall of Fulbar
to be proveist of the burgh for the yeir to-
cum, and thairafter pasttothelytesof baillerie,
and be maist vottis electit J® Fallisdaell to
be ane baillie for this yeir to cum, and George
Hall to be the uthir baillie for this yeir to-cum,
and thaireftir past to the lytes of Thessaurerie
and be moniest voittis electit William Duncan

thesaurer for the next yeir to cum, and to
entir to the Whitsunday rents next-to-cum,
The said p'eist and baillies being p™ acceptit
the said offices and war sworne inco'inent.
The The’ being absent was ordanit to be
sworne at his cuming hame [quha acceptit
and was sworne the xv of Junij 1628 only.]
The g™ day The cordonars and tailyers
gave in ilk craft sex of thair craft to the effect
the magistrattis and counsall may chois thrie
of ilk ane of thois crafts to be lytes for the
deakinheid to the effect the craft may chois
furth thairof the deakins for the yeir to cum,
quha thairof chosit Johne Buchanan, R
Davie, and J® Maclean to be lytes for the
deakin of the tailyers; James Gairdner,
Robert Denestoun, and Patrick M‘Kaimas
lytes for the deikin of the cordonars, and
deluyerit bak the said lytes to them to the
effect thay may chois their deiken furth of
the said lytes and thaireftir to be authorized.

Curia capitalis burgi Dunbartane tenta in
pretoria ejusd. per Jacobus Hall, de
Fulbar prov. dies burgi, et.Johanis
Fallisdaill, baillium ejus. die secundo
menis Octobris 1627, curia affirmata.

The g* day The cordonars declairit they had

chois Patrick M‘Kairne cordonar and deacon

of the craft for this year to cum.
Item, the tailyers declarit thay had chosin

Ja Macom tailyeir the deacon of the craft for

the yeir to cum, q* gave the aiths, Lykas the

said J® actit him to appoynt and design one
of thair craft that sall be reddie and willing
to serve the toun in mending auld claithes.
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their depressing and irritating effects. It was not sufficient that every
trader should be a burgess—that, considering all things, was pro-
bably rather a redeeming feature than a defect—but the most minute
details of his business was subject to the control of a body which

The q* day ] Scott and }J* Thome ar
electit officers w*® the said burgh and p* fis-
challs cojointlie and seuarallie for this yeir
to cum q™ {* and fand caution for doing thair
dewtie by Peter Donald cau™ for the said
Johne Thome and W™ Colquhoun cau™ for the
said J= Scot, ilk ane of them undir the paine
of ten'™ by the tinsell of thair office, and the
said princ™ actit them to relieff thair cau™™.

The q™* day, [ane] inquest and assize
being sworne and removit out of faice of
court to the counsall house, Thay no'** and
choise William Colquhoun chancellor of the
said inquest. :

The samyn day the said assize and inquest
Price of goods. statutes and ordains that na
maltmen nor uthir in the buying of victuall,
beir, malt, aitmeill, Tak mair nor four furlottis
for ilk boll wtout seiking or taking agreibil
thairto, and that thay tak na mair betuix the
1™ of the malt and beir bot onlie the aittes,
and that thay by and sell the same undir the
paines of xls, toties quoties, for itk boll sauld
dearer, to be applyit to the comoun weill of
the toun and the comoun wark.

Item, it is statute and ordanit that the

Ale.  aill be sauld for xvj* the pynt,
and that it be worth the same be the siht of
the baillies and taisters vndir the paine of
xi%, toties quoties, the ae half to the baillies
and the uthir half to the comoun weill and
the comoun wark, By and besyd ae gallon
aill of ilk brewing, whairin they C°travene
aither in price or in guidis, and sufficiencie
to be delt to the pure, and that the magis-
trattis set les® p* thairon q®it is not worth

VOL. II.

the said xv;¢, and requ.stis the baillics to try
the sufficiencie thairof ouklie.

Item, The drinking beir to be sauld for

Becr.  xad the pynt and under, and that
it be worth the same undir the lyke paine to
be applyit as said is, toties quoties.

Item, That the aquavytiae be sauld for
Aqua-vite.  twa merks money the pynt and
na m', and that it be worth the saim undir
the paine of xt, toties quoties, to be applyit
as said is.

Item, That the kaiks be sauld for aucht

Cakes. pennies the kaik, and that thair
be onlie four kaiks in the pek and thrie fer-
dalls in ilk kaik onlie, and that thay be
sufficient be the siht of the visiters vndir the
paine of viij* for the first falt, xvj* for the
second falt, and xxiiijs for the third falt, and
sua furth to be applyit as said is.

Item, That na flescher nor uthir tak onie

Tallow.  mair nor xIs for the staine of fyne
hieland tallow, and for the staine of
worse tallow, sik as of cuntrie kye, undir

for ilk staine, and that it
be worth the saime be the siht of the visiters,
undir the paine of xI*for the first falt, and
c*fiscation of the tallow for the second falt,
to be applyit as said is.

Item, That na rynt tallow be maid in grit
to be transportit furth of the toun, under the
paine of cefiscation thairof to the comounweill
and comoun wark of the burgh.

Item, The candill be sauld for four™ the

Candle. pund wecht of tow weik, and
x14 the rag weik, undir the paine of xI*, toties
qucties,

E
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had no special knowledge of its requirements, and could bestow no
greater benefit than to refrain from meddling with what it was in

every way ill-fitted to direct.

Had the Council which exercised so

Item, Thay ratifie the rest of the actis
maid the last yeir at Michaelmas 1626.
Theq' daye, William Nobill fear of Ardar-
dane, heritor of the lands of Murroch and
Guisholme, and sone to Umphra Nobill of
Ardardane, burges of this burgh and ap-
peirand aire to him, Is maid freeman and
burges of the said burgh of Dunbartan, and
faund John Campbell of Cloiss cau™ for him
for doing his dewtie as ae burgess of the first
rank in all respectis, and for payment of fyve
merks to the Th*. Lykas the said pr*® actit
him to relieff his said cau™.

Decimo, Martij 1628.
The g™ day in regaird the mercat croce of
The Cross. the burgh is ruynous, and alsu
the briggis, w* the last storme, Thairfoir thay
cocluid that the samyne sall be helpit, biggit,
and repairit at the expense of the comoun
guid,and the Th* to pay thairfor as the magis-

trattis sall agric, and that wt all diligence.
Thay appoint Wednisday nixt to meit
The Teinds. and advyse q* thay sall be doune
anent the mater of the teinds and subscrip-
tioun of the submissioun to his Matie c°cern-
ing the same, coform to the warning and

proclamation maid thairanent.

Die quarto Aprillis 1628.
It is decided “ that the croce be repairit and
The Cross.  biggit in the auld forme onlie,
c°form to the former act.”

Die quinto Aprillis 1628,
The q™ day Isabella Cunynghame, borne at
A thicf appre-  the New Mylns in Cunyngham,
hended red hand. gpoyse to Allan Mair tailyer, as
sche declairs, and Janet Campbell, dochter

to um® William Campbell and Christan
Robesoun in Lynly'gow, as sche declairs,
being apprehendit red hand on the third of
Apryle instant w* this burgh, be Walter
Buchanane, cowpar, w* the claithes and
uthirs underwritten, stollen be the said
Isabella w* this burgh, fra the persounis
vnderritten, and taine be hir w'out the toun
to the said Janet hir collig, to be hid in the
ficlds be them till thay stole mair, That is to
say, fraec the auld ledir laft furth of hir
duelling huiss in Dunbartan, Thrie wring
sarks, Thrie w'ing ruffis, thrie pair sark
bands; and fra Patrick M‘Mann cowpar
thair, furth of his duelling hous in Dunbar-
tane, ane hair quilt of blak stuff; and fra
Robert Denestoun cordonar, furth of his
houss and heich chalmir, ane new gren claith
coit buttounit doun the armis, w* ae pair
hewit plaiddis ; And fra Marioun Robsoun,
furth of hir houis furth of hir bak chalmir,
ane pair waulked bed blanketts; And fra
Janet Houstoun, younger, widow, ane pair
fyne waulked playdin, all stollen be the said
Isabell, and receivit fra hir be the said Janet
Campbell ay as sche bro* the same wtout the
burgh, Being accusit befoir Johne Thome
p"fischall of the said burgh, Thay c°fessit
the same, and ferdar, the said Isabell being
unlawit, sche was fund brunt on baith the
cheiks wt irone, and being accusit how sche
got the same, She c°fessit that the Laird of
Kerkinanan brunt hir on the ryt cheik for
alle* steilling of hors and hernies, and on the
left cheik be the Laird of Craigehall for
steilling a plaid monye years since, thairon
the said prfischall askit Instruments, and
desyrit them to be p°ted to the knowledge of
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despotic a power over the inhabitants been elected in a popular way,
or had it exhibited any desire to lessen the mischievous results which
followed from the laws it was called upon to administer, the burgesses
might_have had a feeble consolation ; but the cry was continually for

the assyze following, sumouned to that effect,
q™ the judges admitted, Thay are to say

Thomas Fallisdaill,

George Buchanane,

William Colquhoun,

Robert Watsoun,

James Smollatt,

Patrick Houstoun,

David Borthwick,

James Cunyghame,

Robert Glen, notar,

William Makkie, merchand,

John Porter,

Robert Middilmis,

James Burnsyd,

Lachlan Palmer,

Robert Ewing,

The said assyze being admitted be the saids
pounis perseuit, and be the judges, war
sworn and removand furth of court to the
Counsal Hous, Thay cheose The said Thomas
Fallisdaill chancellor of the said assize, and
efter inquisition maid, The said assize all in
ae voice, in regaird of thair awn cefession,
and being baith taken red hand, fyles them
for the steiling of the haill pticular guidds
and gear abune ctenit in dittaye, ffor the g™
The said proveist and baillies determins the
Tobeburnt Said Isobell to be brunt and
and scourged. gcyrgit, and the said Janet to be
scurgit.

Die vigesimo secundo mensis
Aprillis 1628.
An “assize” sit and decide upon the price
of aill, beir, aqua-vita, barley, salmon, &c.

Item, that na scabbit hors be sufferit to
Scabbit De pastiurit on the mure or on ony
herse.  ythir common grass of the burgh, but

wta thair awn huiss, and the grass quha aucht
the hors, vndir the paine to be manifest be
the preist and baillies, besyds the selling of
the scabbit hors fand grassen, and the pay-
ment of the skaith to the p*ounis skaithit and
hurt thereby.

Item, thay (the “assize”) request the
Bulwarks and Iagistrattis to caus vissit the bul-
water work.  warks and wattir warks, and caus
help the same this soumer, and to get in all
sowmes and debtis belonging thairto.

Item, to caus calsey and help and repair
The bridges. the tua staine brigges, and big
and repaire the same.

Item, to lay the tries alang ower Gruggies
Gruggie's Bum. Burn.

Item, that the hoills in the kirk vennal

Kirk be helpit and fillit up we erd and
Vennel. staines fra the Colledge, and to
this effect requestis the magistrattis and
counsall to appoyint a maister of the wark
to attend the same.

Decimo sexto Junij 1628,
The g™ day James Layng and Johne Grier
Casting divots are decernit to be wardit
in the Braid-  twenty-four hors in the tolbuith,
meadow. and thairaftir laid in the stokkis
during the magistrattis will, and to pay ten
lib. for the use of the wattir wark, and that
for casting of divots in the Braidmeadow in
the month of June instant, ™ was not coft
to be cossin for no use bot for the use of the
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more law and more restriction.

Year after year local ruling bodies

seem to have become more exclusive and intolerant till a point was
reached which human patience could got endure and no enterprise
surmount. The social life of towns like Dumbarton was made up of

wark, cform to the auld actis maid thair-
ancnt, and ordanis naine to cast thairin in
tyme cuming undir the lyke paine and
punischment.

The preist, baillies, and counsall, con-
sidering that this burgh hes
weightie affaires in the gtall
Conventioun of Burrowis to be halden at
Perth the fyrst of July next, and that Glasgow
hes geivin in a c*plaint aganis us, and that
thay expect John Sempill’s hamecuming the
morne, Thay continew the electioun of thair
commissioner thairto.

Thay ordaine the magistrattis and coun-
sall to visit the watter warks this efternoone.

“ Thay ordaine James Fallisdaill to
collect the King’s maill wtdiligence.”

Convention.

Die decimo septimo June 1628.
It is concludit that the comissioner to the
conventioun of burrowis tak w*

Tolls—

between him the touns auld charter for
Lochlong : : .
o Katsin. witnessing that we sould be frie

of custom throw this kingdome,
And siklyke, for witnissing that this burgh
is pticularlie infeft in certaine pticular tounes
lands and bounds for taking up the toll
betuix Lochlong and Kellvine.

In pretoria burgie Dunbartane,
die sexto August 1628.
In p® of James Hall, p*eist, Johne Fallisdaill,
and George Hall, baillies, anent
the c®plaint maid by Robert Glen,
notar, againe Janet Boyd, spouse
to Robert Neill, alledgeand that yisterday

Witchcraft—
Janet Boyd.

the said Janet gave him monie injurious
words, and struik him, and pullit his cluik,
and wold have turnit him round about
widderschinis, war not he pullit his cluik
fra hir, and that sche kaist staines at him,
q™ sche denyit; And ccrtane witnesses
being admitted and sworne, It was prouin
that sche gave him monie evill wordis, and
held him be the hand, and struik him sindrie
straiks thairon w* hir hand, and pullit him
be the cluik, and kaist a staine after him.
The pteuar tuik in hand to prove farder;
and in the meintyme the said Robert fand
Duncan Glen his faither caution for him
that he sall not trubill the said Janet Boyd
nor Robert Neill vndir the paine of fourtie
lib. And Robert Ewing became cau™ for
the said Robert Neill and Janet Boyd, that
thay nor onie of thaim sould trubill the said
Robert Glen utherwyse nor be colour of law,
vndir the lyke paine of Ix lib. ; and the said
pnc™ actit them to relieff the cau .

Die decimo nono Sept. 1628.
The g™ day Thay think meit that the laird
of Luss be desirit to visit the
wattir wark, as my Lord Ross
did, and to report down his
opinions thairanent, and to that effect desyre
Thomas Fallisdaill to go to him, gif he be
cum hame; and the same being gottin,
cocluids that the report be sent to the lords
of secret counsall to thair nixt counsall day,
viz., the 24 of this instant, and voittis David
Watsoun to go for that effect, q* refusit the
same because of his advyses in the Duk of

Laird of Luss
to visit the
water work.
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an observance of minute complex laws which brought burghs and
burgesses into frequent conflict with each other, and led to all the

other mischiefs which over-legislation invariably produces.

A slight

reference to the “ minutes” quoted below, will more than bear out

Lenox and his bailaries affaires, qrin he is
ingadgit pn‘ly, and sua affirmit he could not
go (albeit he is veri willing.)

The magistrattis to caus repair the staine
brig now destroyit, and to caus
mak a brig ouer Gruggies Burn; and to
repair the manis in the kirk vennal and south
vennal be causeying the same.

Repairs.

In pretoria burgi Dunbartan
die vicesimo Nor'* 1628.

Cevenit James Hall, peist ; John Fallisdaill
Witchcrat— and George Bell, baillies of the
Janet Neill.  said burgh, accoumpanyit with
John Sempill of Aikenbar ; Thomas Fallis-
daill, William Colquhoun, George Buchanane,
Robert Watsoun, persounis of the counsall
thairof, w* Mr. William Blair minister of the
same, Mr. Robert Watsoun, minister, at
Cardross, and Mr. William Stirling, minister
at , and the school™ of the said burgh.

The q* day, In regaird Janet Neill,
spouse of William Corruith burgess of this
burgh, Is suspect of witchcraft and sindrie
presumptiounis and dittaye gevin vp aganis
hir, Grupoun sche being this day c®venit and
accusit, and finding hir to give no satisffac-
tioun, Bot obstinate denyall, q™ gevis the
mair occasioun of suspicioun, Sceing sche
denys thynges indifferent of themselffis and
circ®stances clearly prouin, Thairfor They
c°cluid that the said Janet be ferder tryit and
examinat and serchit gif sche hes the devillis
mark on her body q'of sche is insensibill,
and for the bettir tryall thairof to cut and
cow hir hair gif neid be.

And siklyk, In regaird thair ar sindrie
p*umptiounis of witchcraft gevin in agains
Marioun M‘Lintok, Thairfor they cecluid
that sche be lykewayse cxaminat, and gif
neid be serchit to see gif sche hes the devillis
mark in hir bodie insensibill, and to cut and
cow hir hair as they sall }hink meit for the
bettir tryall thairof. ’

In pretoria burgi Dunbartan,
primo De™ 1628.
Covenit the p'ecist, baillies, and minister,
w! Thomas Fallisdaill, William Colquhoun,
Robert Watsoun, James Smollat, John
Porter, William Makkie, Robert Middlemis,
Johne Mitchell, James Gairdener.

The q'* day, anent the desyre and motioun
maid by William Corruith to the pTeist and
baillies for putting his wyffl Janet Neill to
libertie vpoun cau'oun to entir hir q®evir he
is requyrit, g'® being proponit, Eftir advys-
ment, They c°cluid that the said Janet Neill
be yit keipit still in captiuitie till a comis-
sioun be sent for, and ordanis a comissiounir
to be sent for wt sik diligence as may be, for
putting the said Janet Neiil and Marioun
M‘Lintock to ae tryall and assyze vpoune
the dittaye gevin in.

Decimo nono Dec. 1628.
The q™ day be moniest vottis, It is thot
expedient that Margaret Hunter and Janet
Donald be yet kepit in ward and captivitie
Till the first day of Januar nixt, or soonir
gif the judgis think it meit, and thain to be
bro!, vissit, and tryit gif they have ony un-
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the opinion here expressed. The Council, it will be seen, renewed
its existence each Michaelmas in the following manner :—The
Provost, two Bailies, Dean of Guild, and Treasurer (if he was in the
Council), continued members in virtue of their office, and made up

sensibill marks and uvithirways tryat as Janet

"Neill and uthirs hes been tryit, and That a
comissioun accordinglie be socht and sent
for putting all to tryall, and that againe the
viii of Jan™ nixttocum.

Dic nono Jan™ 1629.

The q™ day, eftir advysement w* the deposi-
The witches tiOUNis and dittaye againe Janet
Neill, Margaret Hunter, and
Janet Donnald, Thay think meit,
In regaird the tolbuith hes not samonie
[places] to c°veniene severall pairties to keip
Janet Neill, Margaret Hunter, and Janet
Donald, q ar suspecit and deleyt for witch-
craft, and that Janet Dod hes a young bairne
sukkand hir breist, That the said Margaret
Hunter be lettin out vpoun cau® for hir entrie
vpoun xxiiij ho™ warning undir the paine of
ve merks, c°ditionallie the said Margaret
Hunter receaves the bairne and caus it be
nurishit till the said Janet be ferder tryit,
and c°cluids the rest be keipit and ferder
tryall and infor™ion soht.

in the
Tolbooth.

Decimo nono Juni 1629.
The g'™® day, They have ordanit the clerk
to write to Johne Sempill of
Aikenbar, In the toun’s name to
advyse the p™ laid aganis Mar-
garet Hunter and Janet Donnald wt the
counsall, and to get advyse q* sentence sall
be p*~°ed be the judges, And to that effect to
send the p®ss and dittays as the ar to him,
And ordaine the Th* to give xx merks to
send him, And ordainis the boy to have

Witch case
—advice.

24° gif he get him in the hoss, and gif he got
him in Ed* to have 4c¢*™ for his troubill and
expensis.

Die septimo Sept. 1629.

The gq* day, on the supplicatioun of Robert

Additionat Clen, mess’, They ordaine the
Th* to give him fyve merks mair
nor the ten lib. alreddie gevin
him for the sumouning of the assyze that
past on the tryall of Janet Neill, Margaret
Hunter, and Janet Donald.

sum to
Glen.

Die nono Sep™ 1629.
The q* day, They have ordanit and ap-
poyntit the new missirs to be set
New out in the mercat the nixt mercat
measures.
day to be missird and maid
c°form to the stand at Lynlythgow, and to
be sellit with ac lettir S on the stouppis at
the mouth, and the bottom and syd scillit
wt the lettir D. And the auld missires to
be draun in to the counsall huis.

Die vigesimo nono Sep'. 1629.
An “Assize ” regulate the price of goods to
be sold in the burgh, And
Forsameikill as in tyme past the meillmen
Mealmen. hes usit grit wrang in taking the
meill furth of the sak, and rubbing the same
thairefter on schoitts befoir the missring
thairof, q"™is a grit abuse, Thairfoir they
statute that the meill be nawayse rubbit
wout the sck, Bot misserit out of the sck
in the furlet or pek vndir the paine of twa
merks.
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“letes ” of such as they thought proper “ merchant” burgesses and
“trade” burgesses, from whom they selected by ‘ moniest votes”
those who were to fill the place of the old councillors retiring by

rotation.

The Council—old and new—thus constituted next pro-

ceeded to “lete” for the election of magistrates—a duty in which
they were assisted by deacons from the different incorporations in

Die vigesimo septimo Nov. 1629.
The q™day it is c°cludit that the haill
Janet Donald burgesses and inhabitants attend
execute, the pTeist and remanent C™is-
sionars, and assyst them in the execu'on of
Janet Donald, witche, qtevir day and tyme
beis appoyntit for hir execution.

25 Junij 1630.
Anent the cjlaint maid be James Herrirt in
Cutting Chapeltoun againe Mathew Tailyeir
peats. ' in Murroch, for cutting of his peittis
in the touns mure, c°fessit, but alledged that
he had pairit and spoilt a brig he had made
for drawing out his peitis. The s* Mathew
decerned to deliver to the said James as
mony weill won peitis as he will give his aith
war cutit, or as he will prove. It is ordained
that thay nor no uthirs in tyme cuming pre-
sume to cut peittis w* the burgh or territorie.
Item, Because that the staines that ar to
Buildingof be caryit be boit to the kirk
the Hospital. yajrd for the bigging of the
hospital can not weill win to for the heiht of
the sands, Thairfor thay ordaine the toun to
cast a goit throw the sand, q"by the boit may
the bettir floit, and the said to be caryit be
Town barrowis away, And to divyd the
divided. toun in three thirds, beginning be-
neath the Croce the first day, aboune the
Croce the nixt day, and the third day the
Vennal and Tounend, As thay sall be warnit,
w!* spaddis and schoolis and barrowis, undir
the paine of viij*

Sexteen day of August 1630.

The q™ day, Fforsameikle as thay pirattis

Capture of taine be my Lord Sempill, be

pirates.  direction of his Matie’s counsall,
ar to cum to this burgh from Paslaye, and
that the Erll of Lynlythgow, lord admiral
deput, is to put them heir to triall, and hes
written to the proveist and baillies to receave
them in ward, Thairfoir it is c*cludit thay be
receavit and put w* the tolbuith of the said
burgh, And for that effect it is ordanit that
the burgesses and inhabitants of the burgh,
as thay sall be warnjt be the officers, attend
the preist and baillies In thair best equippage
and armor, to gaird the tolbuith the tyme
the admiral is in judgeing the saids persounis.
And syklyk, That the saids pirattis be watchit
nytlie and lokkit in the said tolbuith, and
thay to watche about and wtout the tolbuith
in thair armour, fra aucht ho™ at nyt till sex
hors in the morning, and that there be twentie
nytlie on the watche, and to that effect
ordaine the toun to be devydit in four qtars,
and qevir beis absent, being warnit, to pay
fourtic®® of unlaw, toties quoties.

Quinto Oct. 1630.

An “ assize ” regulate the price of goods to
be sold in the burgh, And ordain that

Nae beif or tallow be sold to unfreemen
befoir tua ho™ efternooun, and even then the
freemen to be preferrit.

Na beiff nor muttoun be blawn or ony kind
of wind wro* therein be ony kind of ingyne.
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the burgh, consisting of hammermen, tailors, shoemakers, coopers,

weavers, and maltmen.

The deacons were also nominated by “lete”

and chosen like the councillors by “ moniest vottes ; ” under the pre-
sidency of the Dean of Guild they formed the Guildry Court of the

First of Januar 1631.

Ceperit Myrie M‘Farlane, Forsameikill as be

A carcless hir negligence this burgh was tua

housemaid. severall tymes in hazard of burn-
ing, and the housses q’in sche was tuik fire,
first the laird of M‘Farlane’s houss, and
thairefter Johne Porter’s houss, Thairfor the
said Myrie actis hir selff nevir heireftir to
have aither ingill or candill kendillit in ony
hous within this burgh, And alsua to remove
out of this burgh, and nevir herefter cum
herintill gif the pTeist, baillies, and counsall
of this burgh think it expedient, undir the
paine of scurgeing and banishment, And to
that effect to c’peir on Monday nixt in the
tolbuith to heir thair will thairanent declarit.

28 Jan. 1631.
Robert Millar and Johne Lochlarne, undir
the Erle of Antrum, confess to bringing ouer
a bark from Ireland laiden with aites and
sclling the same to unfreemen.

Sext Apryle 1631.
Anent the arreistment raist at the instance
of Johne Sempill of Aikenbar,

Arrestment
—Sempill  be vertew of the said pTeist and
v Earlof  paillies precept of arreistment for
Glencaim,

arreisting of all guidds and geir
q'* ptne to vingll James, Erle of Glencairne,
and dame Agnes Hay, his ladie, Countess
of Glencairne, being w* his grit teneinent
and ludgeing in Dunbartane, q'in the sa
umgll lord and ledie dwelt, to remain [under
watch] and arreistment at his instance, ay
and q" a sufficient and responsibill burgess,

indueller in the said burgh, was fund actit
in the buiks of the said burgh that the
samyne guiddis and geir sould be furth-
cuming as law will to him for the soume of
ane hundcrit and fiftie pundis money alle*
awand, and promissit to him for his maill of
the said tenement the spacie of tua yeirs and
ane half, viz., fra Martinmas last till Whit-
sunday 1632 yeirs. C°perit James Hay of
Couslands, and for lowsing of the said
arreistment fand Mr. James Campbell cau®,
Receivit.

27 Junij 1631.

Mr. William Blair, minister, declairs that

The the laird of Buchanan hes written

Hospital. to him that he will be ctent to
gift his carie boit to the toun that he biggit
for carying staines to his hospitall, on
cedition that thay be obleist heireftir to
maintain a boit and to pay a certaine dewtic
furth thairof to the hospitall. Thay declair
thay ar c'ent w* his offir and give him thanks.

Aucht of August 1631,

Forsameikle as Patrick Colquhoun in Mil-

Assault. toun of Colquhoun, of set pur-
poiss, maliciouslie on Monday the first of
August instant,cumbehind James Fallisdaills
officeris bak, having sword and quhynger
about him, and ae staff in his hand, and
thair, unbeknawn to the said James, straik
him on his heid w* ae staff, to the effusion
of his bluid, and that in the horss mercat in
the tyme of the fair. Thairfor, seeing it is
notour to the preist, baillies, and counsall,
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burgh, which, with the aid of the Council, took cognizance of all

offences against the privileges enjoyed by the incorporations.

A

Council thus constituted was the tribunal which regulated how goods
were to be manufactured and used, the prices at which they were to -
be sold, the parties who might traffic in them, and the bounds to

that thair was na pticular quarrel betuix
them,'bot only that the said Patrick out of
revenge did the saime (he, on a former
occasion, requiring to be forcibly put in ward
by Fallisdaill), Find the actioun and the
wrang dun to them and the burgh, and
c°cluids that redress be sought by law at the
touns chargis.

Vecimo Oct® 1631.
Forsameikill as the toun of Renfrew hes
intercept them in the taking up of customes
at Kilpatrick a man is to ryd to Ed~ anent
this, and also Grinok’s plea, this burgh being
evir in possession of the haill customes in
Clyd.

Nov. 22, 1631.

The q™ day the counsall ordainit the baillies

Wm. Blair, to infeft Mr. William Blair, p™

minister.  minister at the kirk of this burgh
for himselff, and in name of the eldirs of
the said kirk, and of the poore of the hospi-
tall thairof, intendit to be buildit thairin,
. . in all and haill the comoun myln, millands,
and uthirs wadset by John Sempill of Aiken
bar to his spous.

Feb. 3, 1632.
Resignation of the lands befoir mentioned
Resignation. Dy Johne Sempill of Aikenbar to
The hospital. ' William Blair, minister, and
others, “ for the use, weill, and proffit of the
poore of the hospitall intendit to be buildit
be Sir John Buchanane of that ilk, kny".”
VOL. 1I.

March 3, 1632,
The g™ day, fforsameikill as David Glen hes
bein executioner of the witches
that hes bein execute in this
burgh, as lykwayes that he is
ordainit to be carefull to keip uncouth beg-
gars out of this burgh, Thairfoir thay have
concluidit that he sall have of yeirlie feall of
comoun guid of the burgh aucht merks
money at Witsonday and Mer'imas propor-
tionallie, beginand the first terme for the
Martimas terme last, and sua furth during
his thankfull services.
The ¢ day, in respect the Penmouth
The Pen- Venall hes been aft ordainit to be
mouth.  repairit, it is now c°cludit that
the said venall be fillit up, and a pier buildit
for the use of this burgh wt all possible dili-
gence. [Unlaws not otherwise appropriated
to be taken for that purpose.]
Mathew Sempill, William and Robert
The stocks. Tailyear to be wardit in the tol-
buith 24 hors, and put in the stocks at the
Croce betuix 10 and 12, for striking up a
barrel of beif thay wer bringing fra Glasgow
to Andrew Denestoun’s schip.

Witches—
Fee to the
executioner.

Duodecimo March 1632.

Thay think it c®ven™ that the hors and kye

The Fair. mercat at the faire of Patrickmas
stand w* the burgh at the Tounheid, betuix
the skay bank and the ferrie boit, and to
that effect that the toun accompanics the
magistrattis to the inbringing of the said
mercat,

F
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which the traffic was to be restricted. Aqua-vit® and ale were to
be of a given strength and a given price ; tallow could only be made
into candle upon the conditions fixed by the Council ; nay the very

wick was measured and weighed according to it regulations.

But

14 Apryl 1632.

Anent the variance fallen out betuix Martha

Variance. Johnstoun and Isobell Barnet, it
is prouin that Isobell called the said Martha
clattie badrouns, and sche callit hir witches
get, and thaireftir met on the calsey, and the
said Isobell grippit hir first, and sche grippit
the said Isobell, and baith went to the erd,
the said Martha upmaist. Each unlawit in
xx'B,

3cth May 1632.

The Q™ day, florsameikill as it is c°plenit by

Assault by Hendrie Watsoun, fischer, burgess

asoldier. of this burgh, that Johne Stewart,
feir of Rosland, C°stabill of the castell of
Dunbartan, came to him, Being sitting on
ae staine on the sands at the weirend, neir
the Penmouth venall, attending the fisching
till his schot sould cum about, Having in his
ae hand a pistolet, and in his uthir hand a
grit knottie staff, and thair, w'out ony men-
tioun maid be word or deid, struik the said
Hendrie w* the said staff thrie severall straiks
on the heid and hand, and thairw® brisit his
heid and bled his hand ; and gif he had not
been thaireftir haldin be Mathew Houstoun
had aither schot or striken him w* the pistolat.
[Stewart sent for, but refuses to come. In-
structions given to apprehend him when he
comes within the burgh. Appears on the
18th June and asks pardon.]

4th Sept. 1632.
The g™ day, anent the wordis fallin out in
Arecusant the tolbuith this day, being sittand
councillor. i counsall, betuix the peist, Johne
Sempill, and William Colquhoun, The said

p'eist desyrit the baillies and counsall p™ to
tak order w!the said William Colquhounis
ctempt, wrang, and misbehaviour, alledgeand
that, first, he being warnit yesternyt to c°vein
this morning at the warning of the bell, came
not till he was of new chargit be the officer,
and cuming then to counsall eftir varie schort
sitting, desyrit to go out to his scheiring;
and being hinderit and commandit to stay,
fell in angir thairfor, and said he wald not
stay, being his harvest day ; and vpoun sum
words fallin out betwix them, said to the
p'cist wlout reverance, It is not trew, and
that he had sein him als druken as the preist
said he was. The said William being re-
movit up aboune, and keipit till xij hors, and
thaireftir being sent for and cuming doun
againe, c°fessit he was sorrie that he refusit
to stay, being desyrit, and nixt sorrie that
he callit the pTeist, being his magistrat, in
sik terms, albeit provokit thairto be the words
utterit to him be the p'eist. To crave the
proveists and magistrattis pardoun, submit
to an unlaw of ten lib., and then thay would
receive and shake hands with him. Q™
ordonance he obeyit.

27th Sept. 1632.

Anent the complaint maid be Johne Pitallo,
Assault with  sayler and tymmerman in this

ams.  burgh, againe Johne Cochrane,
servitor to S* George Elphinstone of Blyths-
wood, k*, justice clerk and captaine of the
castell of Dunbertane, alledgeand that the
said Johne, wlout ony mentioun be word or
deid, followit him on horsbak on the xxi of
this instant, he being passand fra this burgh




DUMBARTON BURGH.

43

it was not only the mischievous minuteness of the system that made

it so objectionable.

of trade, it is advisable to have it done with exactness.

Where an impost is to be levied upon an article

But the

meddlesome legislation of the seventeenth century was defective in

toward Glasgow in peceabill and quyet
maner, and thair on the hieway lichtit aff his
hors, and schot the hors fra him, and drew
his sword, and wout ony words struik at him
dyvers straiks thairw®, to have taen his lyffe,
and cuttit his hat thairw!, being on his heid,
and declarit he wald have taen his life, gif he
had not cravit mercie on his kneis ; and now
this daye, he being working at James Smollat
and Johne Buchanan’s schip, The said Johne
Cochrane, be way of provoka®®, came to the
said schippis syd w* the sword and a paire of
braisen pistollis at his syd, chargit w* powder
and bullets, And desyrit the said p“eist and
baillies to tak order w* him for the said
wrang, and for beiring of chargit pistollis
oppinly on the streits and calsey of the burgh,
contrair to the actis of Parliament. Cochran
being apprehendit c°fessit meeting Pitallo at
Colquhouns, and striking him w?* the braid-
syde of his sword ae straik, but said it had
bein reported that Pitallow said he was ae
baise knaive. As for the bearing of pistollis,
he was out to poynd victualls for the castell,
and tuik them for that purpose. The pTeist,
&c., order the pistollis to be cofiscat, and
decern for an unlaw of ten lib. for beiring of
them, and five lib. for the wrang dune to
Pittallo, whose pardon he is to crave on his
kneis.
3d Sept. 1633.

Johne Sempill, as com* to the Cn™® of Bur-
rowis, halden at St. Andrews,
makes his report of the actis and
matirs considerit and maid by the
said conventioun in manner following, viz.,
first, Ilk burrow ordainit to writ in the

Convention
Report.

common poist buik the report of the gmall
missive, undir the paine of xx lib.

Item, ilk burrow ordainit to send w* thair
commissioners mair exact dili-
gence in restraining outland bur-
gesses foirstalling and regratting
sellers wiout libertie, and unfreemen vsurping
frie liberties. :

Item, Ilk burgh to portionat of new the

Monopolies. Xi act of the last grall c*ventioun
haldin at Montrois, maid anent protecting of
monopolies, &c., &c.
Item, It is ordanit be the haill burrowis
that ilk burgh sall receive and
Wedderburn's  caus be taucht in thair gramar
:em::;::o schoolis, The rudiments and
gramars laitlie set furth be Mr.
David Weddirburne, in all tyme cuming,
and to begin at Michaelmas nixt, in this in-
stant yeir of God, and ilk burgh ordanit to tak
a number of them, and this burgh ordanit to
receave fourtie, ffor the q'* the reportir hes
given his bond to rcceave the same betuix
and the aught of Octobir nixtocum. Payit
of the grammar iii)®, and the rudiments
tua'®,

Item, It is statute and ordanit, That na

Freemen. frieman sall have or be p'ner w*
ony unfrieman, aither skippar, mariner, or
merchand, naither in schippis nor in guiddis,
vndir g*sumevir cullor, and thois that ar
alreddie to furth themselffis betuix and the
nixt g®all conventioun,

Outlawed
burgesses.

16th Sepr. 1633.
A commissioner appointed to meet with the
The Kirk. lords of erectioun, prelattis, and
beneficed persounis of the abbacie of Kil-

0
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the very place where strictness was requisite.

It crippled the mer-

chant who was disposed to respect the law, but it was powerless in
restraining the fraudulent practices of those who were neither citizens

nor burgesses.

Hence there are no class of entries in the Burgh

winning, to gainsay the taxatioun of the kirk
of this burgh and the kirk lands.

26th Sep* 1633.

Alexander Hendersoun hes written to the
peist, q'by thay have sein that
thay neid not luik for him to be
minister of this burgh. Thair-
for all in ae voice no* Mr. David Elphin-
stone, present minister to this burgh, the
meetest man to present to the kirk and
benefice thairof, gif this burgh and he can
agrie for provision of a second minister.
The leist pvisioun for the second minister
for the spaice of tua yeirs efter his entrie to
be four hundredth merks, and thairefter, be
advice, &c., not exceeding fyve hundreth
merks.

Alex.
Henderson.

Primo Octobris 1633.

The g™ day, be advyse of the haill burgesses
Burgh fairs. c®pearand, It is statute and
ordanit, That the haill faires of the burgh,
baith Patrikmas, Lamas, Midsumer, and
uther faires of horss, cattell, scheip, nout,
and siklyk, be keipit and halden w* this
burgh at the Townheid, on the calsey, and
ordaine the dykes to be biggit sufficiently be
the awners, and the toun to help the comoun
lyttal venalls thair and vissit the saime.

Decimo quarto Oct. 1633.
The magistrattis and haill burgesses and
inhabitants to go out and meit the guiddis
cuming to the faire, and c®voye the saime to
stand at this burgh on Wednesday nixt, as
thay sall be warnit be the officer, or be sound

of drum, to the effect the mercat may be
haldin at this burgh on the sext of this
instant.
16th Dec. 1633.

Forsameikill as —— Cunynghame, lait p'eist

Greenock. of Glasgow, and Patrick Bell,
burgesses thairof, be thair lettir daitit the 14
of this instant, delyuerit this day to the peist,
that the laird of Grinok is p*ing ae signator
for erecting Grinok in ae burgh of baronie,
wt ae mercat daye ilk Setterday, and twa
faires in the yeir—ane in July, and ae uthir
in No", wt ae fric port, w* customes, tolls, and
dok maills, with powar to mak baillies, clerk,
and uthir m>* of court, and to have a tolbuith,
and power of pitt and gallows, w* uthir g®all
priviledges grantit to uthirs of that nature—
desyrand that the same may be stayit and
preventit ; and thairfoir thay ordaine that
the lettir be directit pn*Y to Renfrew, to
acquent the pTeist, baillies, and counsall of
Renfrew thairof, that thay may send thair
commissioners for staying the passand
thairof, and c°cluids that the p¥eist ryd wt all
diligence to Ed%, and to do q' he can to
hinder and stay the saime, and that on the
charges of this burgh, and ordain the Th*f to
give him x merks till he return and mak his
accompt.

Primo Feb. 1634.
Forsameikill as William Makkie cam to
Disturbance Johne Craigies buith, q* William
Colquhoun was, and thair, efter
certain words, Colquhoun maid
to be at him, but was held bak, when Makkie

in the
Booths.
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Records so numerous as those that relate to forestalling, regratting,

and trading with unfreemen.

No offences seem to have been so
common ; few were dealt with more unsatisfactorily.

The mis-

chievous results of over-legislation are probably more apparent in

said, q* wald thou be at, druken dyvor, I sall
put a knyff in thy bellie, Q*'upoune the q'*
William Colquhoun caist a lyttill mell at hym,
g™ he gat in John Craigies buith windo, g
missit him and hat the lyntill of the buith
door ; and thairefter thay enterit in grippis
in Makkies buith. Unlawit.

March 10, 1634.

Qras the lord of Lorne writ to have a meiting

Greenock. w*us for settling the particulars
betuix this burgh and Grinok, according as
o comissioners comun', And the pTeist being
com (at that tyme absent), now p™, declairs
the cu™ing he had was that Grinok sould be
c°tent in his signator ; It sould be declairit
that notwtstanding Grinok was erectit in a
burgh of baronie, yit it sould have na libertie
to enjoy ony priviledges belanging to frie
royal burrowis, ctrair the lawis and actis of
P'ment ; nor sould pretend na ryt to the
wattir of Clyd customes, and deuties thairof,
In ony sort.

14 March 1634.
Margaret Hamilton banist the toun for lying,
Banished N sae far as she socht help to
forlying. bye a murning sheit for_ hir deid
bairne, when sche had no bairne deid.

13th May 1634.
In regaird of the difficultie thay find in the
The situa® of the houss of the
hospital.  hospitall by the g heilling of the
kirk-yaird, w* c°sent of Johne Barclay,
massoun, q is heving staines, Thay think

guid to discontinue the wark and dissolve
the massounis, till thay resolve thair doubtis
wt the laird of Buchanane, Becaus thay heir
the laird is to be at hame about Witsunday
nixt, and in the meintyme the said Johne
Barclay declairs he and his men will go to
Perstoun brig and uthirs till he be advertisit
efter the terme of Buchanan’s hame-cuming
that thair doubtis be resolvit.
Thay c°cluid that in respect the buriall
. of the laird of Drumquhassill is
Burial of . .
the Laira t0 be on Fryday nixt, That in
of Drum- respect the magistrattis ar written
auhasill. 4 That William Nobill of Ardar-
dane, Mr. James Campbell, Thomas Fallis-
daill, James Smollat, Walter Watsoun, &c.,
&c., ryd thair w* the magistrattis, and the
officer to warne thaim thairto.

Die nono Junij 1634
Collectors of pettie customs complain of the
peopill at Finlayston. The pYeist and twentie
or xxiiij burgesses to set out and obtain
redress.

Vigesimo tertio Junij 1634.
Nae mair bot ae ventnar to ryn quhyt
Wineand Wyn, and to cast the dyse
dice. amang themselffis q** sall begin
and follow.
The vissitars report, Thay faund the
wattir wark in grit danger of undermynding
Water work and breking throuch, gif it be
indanger.  not preventit, and lykwayis that
thay find that the wattir of Levin above the
haill bulwark is weirin. in sa far by the bul-
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the case of Dumbarton than any other Scotch burgh of the time
from the circumstance that she was by her Charter of Confirmation
not only empowered to levy dues upon all vessels entering the
Clyde, but it was incumbent upon every master to enter his ship at

’

warks, that gif it war to thair opinion fourtie
fit farder, it will be unrecoverabill, Thairfoir
thay think guid that the pTeist speik or writ
to Johne Stewart in Beith, m® of wark thair,
to cum and vissit the saime, And gif his
opinion how it sall be preventit, for the Q' he
is to be satisfeit be the toun out ofthe moneys
dew to the said wark.

And for the bulwarks beneth, ordain the
saime to be reparit w* diligence w* faill and
staines, and ordaine Thomas Fallisdail to be
m* of wark. And requestes the preist to
speik the men of the Kerss g* biggis dyks
thair to cum heir, and agrie w* tua, thrie, or
four of them, as he best can.

Thay think necessar that thair be ae
Drummerto drumer feit, and ordaine that
be feed. for his feall ilk burgess of the

first rank pay nyne® the yeir, ilk ane of
second rank sex, and ilk ane of the third
rank thrie®®, And seeing the peist declairs
that thair is ae tailyeir a gud drumer in
Lynlythgow, thay c°sent gif he be feit, he
sall be maid- burgess frelie, and have ae
stand liveray claithes of the toun,and the
toun to declair him frie w the craft for a yeir.

26 Junij 1634.
Covenit peist, baillies, and counsall, and ae
Burgh pri- Brit pairt of the cots. Forsameikill
vileges.  as this burgh hes warit grit soums
and expenss in maintaining and defending
thair priviledges, liberties, and customes in
tyme bypast, and that thair comoun guid is
not aibill to maintain everie pley that aryssis
daylie c°cerning the same, Being hinderit by

dyveris nobillmen and gentilmen to tak up
the customis, Thairfoir The saids pTeist,
baillies, counsall, and co", for thaimselff and
in name of the haill co¥® present and to cum,
Inactis thaimselffis to defend the rytis, pri-
vileges, liberties, and customes, and imuni-
ties of this burgh to thair uttir powars,
and to c°tribute to thair powars to maintein
the saime w* thair guiddis, be the syt and
determ™® of the preist, baillies, of the coun-
sall p and to cum, quhan as thay find it
requisite,
27th Junij 1634.

Proceedings against the master of a Dutch

Exporting Ship for breaking the arreistment

goods. put upon his vessel, in conse-
quence of carrying Scottis salt butter away
with him when in Levin on a former occasion,
and thereby raising the price of the butter.
Denyit he was arreistit to his knowledge,
only the pYeist desyrit him to stop till the
Monday. Ordered to find caution to lieff
his victualls and butter, and naways trans-
port the same out of the kingdom.

12th August 1634.

The ferriars at the wast braid ferrie of Clyd

The ferry.  hauing ferryit w* ae unsufficient
boit, and this day thairby put the preist and
minister of this burgh in hazard of thair lyff,
giff God had not bro* thaim to schore.
Cautioned and actit thaim nevir to repeat
the lyk.

Decimo octavio Nov. 1634.
William Robsoun being charged w* saying
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the port of Dumbarton and give the first offer of his cargo to the

burgesses of that place.

This, as might be expected, gave rise to

endless attempts for eluding both the one impost and the other.
Glasgow claimed and ultimately secured an exemption, so far as her

when in ward that “slavering —— not
wordie to be baillie—yea, not worthie to
dicht schoone—had put him in ward, and he
sould byd thairin.” Unlawit fourtie lib.;
[and on the 22d, when he resisted the
stokkis, his freedom “ordered to be cryit
doun.”]
24 Oct. 1634.

Ceperit Robert Cuthbertson, tailyear and

A drummer drumer, and bond and obleist

engaged.  him to serve the said burgh, as
thair drumer for the space of ane yeir to
cum, to stryk the drum evening and morning
daily, viz. at sex hors at evin, and four hors
in the morning, And at all uthir occasionis,
as the said burgh hes done or sall enjoin
him, dewlie and sufficientlie, and effec™, as
the use is of uthir drumers serving in ony
uthir burghs, and nawys to absent himself
furth of the s? burgh, fra the said service
the s space, wtout leiff had of the magis-
trattis and counsall. Tlk burgess of the first
rank to pay at Yule and Pasche propor-
tionallie nyne shillings; ilk ane of the
second rank sex® ; and ilk ane of the third
rank thrie®®. The s? Robert to be himself
collector, and to be frie of his craft.

Secundo Martij 1635.
It is c°cluidit, Eftir the visita® of the ruiff of
the tolbuith, and the samyne
being fand altogether ruinous,
Thairfoir it is ordanit That w* all
diligence The preist and baillies caus wark-
men entir and tak aff the sklait and lath, and
mak the same anew. And becaus the comoun

The
Tolbooth
ruinous.

kist must be removit, It is c°cluidit that the
s¢ comoun kist be tane and put into Dauid
Watsoun, clerk, his house and dwelling, and
that the haill auld evidents, and speciall
writtis, and siklikes thairin q™* ar not comonlie
usit, be put into ae box w' tua lokkis be
thaimselffis, and the said box to be set wt®
the kist, and the keys of the said box to be
gevin to——,

Sexto March 1635.
The cowpers petition for and obtain letters
Lettersof Of deikenrie on payment of ane
Deaconry.  hundred merks money at various
dates.

The weavers and hammermen also petition
for, and receive letters of deikenrie on similar
payments.

Primo Aprillis 1635.
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