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YW am-ghd ot Fife to Edinburgh, and that you tell ms
- v the Barliament 'is now mét : And tHough' you:know
= Q" “my Bufinefs is*hot; nor-do T imuck medle in:the At
' fairs-of State; yet {ince you henour me Yo-far,. as to va-
* Tie and ask my Opinion concerning’ the intended Unioa
~of the Two Kimgdoms, Ifhall: not altogetherDecline Qbedi
-ence to your Commands; Aor-intetupt your bettersthoughts, .
“by any’ proli Argumentatioq, but plainly #d. impartiaityiteld
“you, that I with nothing-more than the Profperity and Welfare -
of my Country, and know no bettermeanstoProcure the fame;, -
tHan' by Uniting on fuch Honourable and Advantageous:terms, -
-as are-fail tohavebeen Agreed to: in-theilate Treaty 3 which -
Yyou- fiy ‘was-Read-in Parliament, and-Qrdered to be PublifHed -
-for the Satisfadtiorrof the whole Nation, who .ought in‘grati-
“tude to-honour the Perfons and Memory of thofe,. . who: {o -
“Induftrioufly-and Tadefatigably beftird themrelves to precure -
them, And this T fay, without any Byafs or Obligation-ito 2>
-y ‘Party: ' For you know, T have not the honour to fharein
the Publick Management, nor ever Enjoyed any other Benefit
“from the Government, but what is common to 2ll my Ecllow
Subjedts. . I : ' I
- ¥need ot tell you-the Unhappinefs of both Naticus for ana
‘'ny Ages, of Feuds, Rapins, 'Open-Wars and Devaftations;arnd
and the many Unfuccefstul Attempts made-towards::a Happy
'Union, till fo Great-and Good ‘a Defign. {hould -be Perfi
and Accomplifhed in-the Days of a Queer, who-is 2s Formida-
ble to Her-Enemies, by Her Vi&orious .Arms, as:She’s Lavd :
-of. Her Subjects, for the benign Influences of HerGoxesnmens.
-Now,: inftead ‘of ‘thefe Calamities,: let ns Confiderr what- ouc -
-Hopes -and -Expectations shay :be fromthe:Union-~of the:Twe
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Nations in one Body, under one Head, and Join’d in the fame
common Intereft. e

_ And Firft, as to Religion. One great Happinefs of our fand.
5, that we very eatly, received the.Principles of Chriftianity,

- which ar¢ now ‘Faught and Effablithed amenglt us, Reform’d

from the : Novelties and Superftitions of the Church of Rppre.
And-though our Fatal Divifions about the lefs Efleptial Parts of
Religion, havedone no fmall prejudice; tothe Peaceand Quiet

-of the Church and Sate of both Nations ; Yet, by God's'blef~
. fing, it hath- been preferved againt all the fecret machinations

And open defigus of its Enemies : .and, by a firm Union of she
Twb Nations, may.continue ta pe the Bulwark of the Prote-
_ftant. Religion and Intereft. : e

. 1 tatend not to Examine the different Views and Incaurage-
nent; Parties:and Fadtiens may have from it, butin the gene-
yal'it is-evident, thdt we are hereby Sequred againlt the.com-

men-Enemy ; and if we cannot Hope-to be United in Form of "

Worthip, yet we ma‘)éfce mote of the Spirit of Moderation, and

~not grudge theIndulgeing our Diflenting Brethren, in the way
-and :manner of Serving God, that is not contrarig to His Word,

and ‘ot agreeable : to the Didats of their-awn Coafciences,

“YWhereas wishout this, 2nd by a-con(tant Striglmg and Cantey-
xion of Parties, the common Enemy may catch his epportunity
«of Ruining both. ¥ow know me too well tothink me Inflavid
~gmothe opinion of Men, which is not-foutided on: infilfible
*Fruth-and Right Reafon ; and that my Principles are not fo

wow-and confin’d, as to exclude fuck who sre not of the

~fame-opihion with ‘my felf about Chutch-Government and form
~of Worihip, fromi the Title and Hopes of a:good Chriftiarr; Yet
-4 fhall rever with-to feeTIdolatry and Superitition prevail, which
-gmuft be the ‘necéflary- Attendants. of a Popifh Succeffor+ And

‘swhoever: oppofes thegood Tntentiors of 2 Union,either Malici-

~oufly-or Ignorantly Bromots thefe tweo Miithieis :to.his Goma-
~try, .with many othersthat I{hall not Name.
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: Andsan Unibn Secured our R::l igiony foit, Precures the Saf' e--
19} Profperity and Peace of Biyraip. (It gould be eafily Prov -
from Hiftory, ‘that 4lk the Adventages gauyd over, this Tandvy
ForeignEnemies andInvafions,were owing to the divifionsfeparat”
Tnterefts found therein;which by an Union are remov’d, and the
Jﬂami sble ‘to Defend J)tfelT ,ag:unﬂ:» any.Aptqck ﬁom Abroad .
and- in.4 vonditien fo give Laws 1o, their, :Neighbours} Which-
{oitfe of them svell forefeeing, . are not 4 dittle Jealous ofxt whieh -
fhould enébumge tis-the mote eordially to joyn in ity cfpemallys
fince-it’s proferd with fomany advantages,. as. could have fcarce.
‘Beew: expected; and never before Procyrd..

That the advantages ofit-will ‘equally redound to both \Tan- '
és, is evidinp frome this,: that hegeby 'are communicate and:’
tadde comumon'the - proper. benefits; and Produc of both King-
doms, and by fuch-an- Intetcours every .body willbe active in-
fome buffine sxmercby he may better lus own Fortune, and pfo-
vide for his Family. “Our ffle. produces all things-for the ¢qn<
vénienéy of Hummn Life,.and 6ur Seas are Stored thh yariety
of éxcellent Fifhes, which offar: ‘themfelves at cestain Seafons to:
. our hands, and yet are neglected, though the Catching: them:
‘might Tmployand Inrich many, 'I’houfands who live very Idle
zng Miferablei Qur. Barth voyers Treafurs of rich: Minergls, .
which either iouf little Art or. lefs: A@ivity, cannet. d y:a.nd"
difeover to te Publick Advantage. Nay, the : very: things, a+

- -bout which eur People are moft commenly Imployed, eanmet

be Exported to any tollerable' Profit. Whereas by .a Union. I'§
forefee 2 Spirit of Trade and Induftry, to prompt.every Body-
o undertake fomething, of this kind, when thcy can. exgg& Xore
Beap the Benefit of their Labours: -

- "But then by a Union, . we are fecured of Pcace* one of the

greateft of Bleflings. None- that know.any thmg of -our: Hiz
ftory, -can -be-ignorat,. how. fatal:the ancient Wars betwixe -
the two Nations were to-both,, and.'what: Devattations; and <

Dcpredanons were -daily- committed.:. Aad camany’ tbmg
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more cﬁ'e&ua?[y ,prcven”t tchofé M?fciﬁefs for the “future; tinn
“ar Union >’ When of éne we {hall be twa People, have ﬂm
_faimé common ‘Caufe and Tnterelt to-putfae: No longer in-:
. ‘Huenc'd by foreign States, - tothe Deftruétion of ane another,
“but be able to ftand our Ground againft their Infults; and our:
" Iland be one of thofe fortunate ones which no Enemy .dares
;-penetrate. ‘Every body will allow ‘that Brimin - produces:as.
! good Men, for Arts and Arms, as Europe ‘can -afford ; -and:
“have diftingiifht themfelves fo Honourably in all the late
“Acions abroad, that tis to be hop’d the very name of our
-United Ifland may- ftrick an awe znd drcad: onthe. pnoudeﬂ:
. of our Nighbours. - "
" "1 'do not fay that by an Umon atl Begrcw af Dxfeord and
“Diffention will be prevented : For asin the humaae fo in'the
_politick Body, Some wmnatural Ferments and Convulfions
" may arife, which by-the direGion-of a skilful Phyfician may
" be Correred : Butthe Danger is greater, when a cruel Ene-
- my attacks with Sword in hand, 'amd threatens without Mer-
“. €y, to ftabit to the Heart, Fn a"Family there may happea
- quarrels -and divifions among the Domefticks, -which-yet ha-
..zard not-the Houfe fo-much, as when it is affauited by Ruf.
~-fians-and Robbers, ready to cut the Theoats of. both: Mafley
“-and Servants. And therefore ‘when "our::Ifland becomes one
" Bady"or one common Family, ‘every Part and -Mcmber.of n;
‘will contribute 't the Good and Safety of the whole. .

" "In a word, Sir,-a-Union has been ever thought fo much
~for the Peace -arid ‘Safety of Britain, and fo often attempted,
“- that it’s-to contradi€. common Senfe, and the-voice of Man.
_-kind to denyit. -And therefore 1 apprchend the Miftakes that
. ar¢'about it~ proceed from fome other-Caufe, and.fhall chari-
tablyfup fe the Oppofers of it to have po other worfe De-

nand View, than thzuhey comexvmt not. em;u'ely for the

—wdvanta_geof&otw TR
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«-Butif they: ..wil,l.a}lowc. themfelvés to Reafon calmly, and
without Prejudice, they will find that if the whole™ Hland
Gain by it, then Scot/and muft have its fhare-of the Advantige;
and be-1n a-quite other conditicn of Thriveing than'it is at-pre-
fent... No.doubt England ¢xpetts Benefit by it, and we have
no reafon;ta grudge it, if Scorland get more than fhe eqiiva.
lent. ‘England fecures an old and dafigerous ‘Eneiiy toObe
their Friend, and thereby peace at Home, and in'moreTafes
ty.-to carry.on Defigns abroad. Scotland will not be alldrm’d
by .the Threatnings of a powerful and rich Nejghbour, fiof
{o eafily .put.under the_ yoke of a foreign Enemy: ' England
gains. @ confiderable -addition of brave and couragcous "Meh,
to-their Eleet, Armies and- Plantdtions : “and we {eéired: by
" their Protection, and inriched by ‘their Laboirs.” We fend -
our Commodities and.ufeful ' Manufaétures to them,-atid have
Money or other Neceffaries remitted to us. They have) frea
accefs to all our Seas and Ports, dre capable of all Privileges
of Burgers or Citizens: and we the fame among thein)! ¢an
plant- Colentes-at a.cheaper Rate, dnd-with fnore ‘Affurancé
~-than formerly; will fee our Artificers improve, and-out Land
,bcttgr Cultivated and Manur’d L C ot :."z::,i'?',t: i
*.-But though we_could not’ reckon ’th’xfi’ﬁﬂ#d‘dﬁig@s};}f,y%sgi
and many others which I-omit; this one “confidération sy
_be of fome. moment, - that. by it weé'may, and by all “prébas
.bility, will be in a better, but can be in no worfe' Condition
.than we have been for many Years paft, and without it, mxy
-be ftill worfe. “It‘s a general complaint, thit firice viir King's
lived in England, our States-Men "have beén ‘Sbligedta Jpo
-there for the ‘Affairs of the Nation, and ahy drawh -aftep
~them’ by hopes of Preferment, -and others by Tdlenefs and e
vain Curiofity, whereby this “Kingdom “has “been fenfibly
.drain’d ‘of Meney, -and our Affairs brought under tie influ-
-ence of others, "Who'had-no right to determine inthem. > AR
lus muft be acknowledged to have-been,and will continuete
: “be

e e e e
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10 be, as Iong as we dre;two Bodies under-ore Flead, -or two
Kingdoms-with different Interef}s, and o’ vaftly dnﬁﬂ‘oiyoﬂ
tionable in Strength and Riches. For, can'it bc reaferiably
fappos’d or expected, but that, after all the Limitations and
Precautions the wifeft Earﬁament can take, ‘the weakeft of -
two; Kingdoms,. under -one .Governoar;: W1H })é ﬁedle&éd
whcn theur Interefts run crofs?

“This has been our-Cafe for many Years, ana oW we have»
a fmr opportunity of remeding all thofe Griveances, and pre-.
vemting the hazard_and mifchiefs of a Civil War, which may
end i opr uster Ruin and. etcmat Slavery,, by an honourabie
and advamtageous. Unxon,\whxcb, perhaps can mever be pro-

eur’d krercatter, tho fever fo-much wifht for; ~when ‘the 'de- -
eafian is- loft.. And to tell you my Thou§htss ingenuonfly, as-
eut; Gircumftances. now - are with England; and, as we ftand
Whom@i eighbours Abroad, T'think. the mattermav be redu-

Mﬁm a}Al&matxve,cxrher Union' with Peace arrd Plenty,

aion with Slavery and Poverty.

. WhenTsconfider thefe things more atlencrth wfnch T onry

Hint at here) T wonder there fhould be.any found; to oppole or-
wfogeeda Defign. Apd yet ig thelittle converfation Thave,

| ?ﬂ -difcoven three lorts o Men g\,uity o)f thls, for vct)’ dtffe-
uf;t Rcafpns and .Accoqnts‘ ;

Squghtough ‘miftake and iti ‘Tntelligence, fear thcu' be‘.

| Model apd Form of Church Governmient, m4y be there-

h;-updemxmedx and ‘pulld.down: And this very induftri-.
ouﬂy ihﬁnmtad to.them by mo Tiearty Well-wifhers to-their

Gae gad Interelt. For th@y will at laft be:fatisfied that care
cnougk +has: been taken to féciare that precious Jewel.” But.
fippale it were not; to thofe wha are not fully "perfuaded of
m\divme-mﬁmump, nor regard it as a.conftituent part of the -

nﬁthhﬂmﬁxmaa&m’f. X 'Rclmon,gf \xould ke tro° fug-
| il ,~ ‘) m t

:.\’; o T
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 Cient: realn Yo oppof thecommen-Good and-~Advantage af

of tire Thardotherefore: ™ “Bub ~fince -both Epifcepalians. and '

Presbyterian3 imay be enconraged with the hopes of fo much-

good: ‘from it, 1 think tlrere fhould - be no -difpiite on this
Head, - . o R S
~Others,” befides Roman Catholicks, who have no' other de:

fign but 6 rqife their Fortunes on ‘the ruins of the Gaverns

‘ment, and of al} that’s.Sacred and Civil amongft as 5 Cry out

>

1o Union, nor will hear of the fame Succeffor with ‘England,

‘having their Eyes on another, whom though they Name &

yet ’tis eafy to guefs wham they mean; but not {o eafy to fas
thom their Reaforis and Inducements.. ~If they beé true Hears
ted Scotfmen, they. will not ftrive” to advance the Interalt of
any Prince, to the difadvantage of their Country. And.to
‘promote any -to'the Throne of Britain, is plairly to.lrave

-Scotland in the fame lurch and circumftances, - twherein we

have comptain’d “it to have been thofe many Years:bypafh
Mlelius extliom oft #3bi; quans reditus:ifpe ; criminsialiens eudis;
tuo redibss. Seneci ik Theb, - R A e
- A third foft’of Men, tho no declar’d Eneniics to:ah Union.
but feeny to6'with it, yet'muft be ftill quarrelting 4t fomething;
and alledge, all:things were not.carried on, in the fate Trezi
ty, to'the Honour and Advantage of ‘Scorlmd: For mo' otlies
teafon, I{uppofe, but becaufe they were not caltd-to ie, os
‘rather that'they envy the Honour  of thofé whe were (o ¥

firumental in procuring {6 good ‘Terms, To whom ¥ mey, ;o
apply that-of the Poet, . . - P
" "Dum-shalus obrrefat falla immortatia ligog, o
- . -Nec fimir adjutas dutteris crefeere laades 2SI

.. And indeed T'm the-more perfuadad: of this, when-X i€opkn onk

der the. weaknefs of their Objections and-Prejudiees azning it -

Why, fay. shey, 30 give up.and yeild: gur: Severeigney ;. -Ne
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Woté 2 Pai’haménc in- Scotgaml “To be- Reprefcntcd by-a: fow
Dielegates in 'a Bririfb Parliament : No-more-the Name of thg
Mncient Kingdom: our Néblemen and Peers to lofe- theig
Birth:Right : And a.great deal more to this purpofe: Which
are onlv fpccnous Pretences and plaufible Arguments, tg
ftartle fuch, who, not underftanding -the Reafons and Caufes
af Things, are caﬁlv impofed-on to; cntertam g,rouadlcfs Jeay
Youfiesy and be frighted with Words.

- Youknow, Sir, that on all- Occaﬁons the pnvate hfc and
napacuv I am in, give me,.I have appear’d, and {tll- am, ag
much 3s:any: .S*cotﬁd;m, for :affefting the: Honour, Indepeu.' ~
diincy -and Rightsiofimy Country; and- am - not infenfible of
ﬂerAttempmx made “upom them, nor of the hazard - wherein
tlicy: may-be hereufter, 'if we-take not right Meafures to pre.
yent'it.: Our Eyes are now open’d,. to fee -the Error of fcru,

- ng nprthe Prerogative fo-high ; - to, which both the ‘conter:

dingBarties amonft:us gave théir Hands by turms.. For,. as
thit. Coverament. either favour'd or protected them, they were
ready to go into the Meafures of it. And though much hag
beenn:Tiid - and - done intlie late-Parliaments, .to recover our
Righits and Liberties;s. yét nothing, in-my- opinion, can more
efiatually fecure them to the benefit of the Nation in-gene-
val,: shiam an: honeurable Union;: as.it’s now- intended ; Where,
0 we are.to meet out Neighbours but half way, - _Who come
with equal Conceffions,, and- {cruple not the alteration of
amgs 20od Words, when the thing.is ftill the fame. |
¥:fhall not trouble you with a particular-anfwer to-the Ob-
jections here hinted at, knowing you to be too wife to “per-
ceive any weiglit - or {ohdf&y in- them. = For--when® they are
managed with all the - Art-and Force. rtheir Formers:can give -
them, they are not to be laid in the Ballance, nor will-have
any proportion fo-thesuniverfal pood and: benefit of the Na-
Eon.- - Has it-not-béeniithe: generalwilh-of all Scetfimen, -to be
Saothe- Torms:and Circumilancesuith Erpland than wehave

SRR | been -
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been formany Years: And now v?h"en' weare’in a fair way of
being fo, to oppofe it is no fmall'degree of Ficklenefs and Xa-
conitancy. - ) )

"1 reckon ‘our Sovercignty and Independency to be more af-
Yerted in this Union, and by the Treaty about it intended, than
we have had the occafion to do of’a’long time : And if we wete
to yéild it upon the account of any falie or pretended Superi-
ority over Scotfand by England, or any other Nation whatfoe-
ver ; 1 think no honeft Scotfman, but would prote(t againft it
Or if anyfuch Conveyance or Submiffion were intended as
was ‘made by Baflio/to the Englifb, and offerd by Queen Mary
to the French in a fecret Article “of her Mérrage with the
then Dauphin of France, dated the 4th of April 1557, as it’s to
be found atlarge in Recuéil de Traitex &c. 1 2. pi §to.

But here two Nations equally Fre¢-and Independent one of
another, ‘are, willing to becomeé Omne, under one Sovertiga,
not regarding old Namés by ‘which they were diftinguifht¢

. but as they aré Inhabitants of one Ifland, fo to.go urder the

-common Name of it:"And though there were never anotlfer,

Parliament to meet at’ Edinburgh, what’s the [ofs, if our Laws;

and Liberties be preferv’d in one elfe where? And-who
knowsbut the reafons of State and Government, may octa+
fton fome’ Parliamerits to fit in this Northern part of our Hle?
For," I fuppofe it will be made no neceffiry qualification -of a

‘Britifp Parliament, that it fhould” always “meet at * London: *
And tho 'thi$ part of. Brittain had fewer Reptrefentatives, than
are faid to be agreed ta in the Treaty, yes we are tiot to fear
the worfe Treatment . for that, no more thin the City of
.‘Eondon does, which ‘fends mo more Members, than a-Town
not fo large by the hundred part. - For, by 2n Union, we are
no more two but one Body, and*wBo will hurt. his own Flefh?
"1 confefs, “of all ranks .and degrees pf Men amongf(i us, our
Noblemen have the mofl to‘obje&t, who feem to be debard
from the Privilege of their Peerage; and yct every Baran lmay
- S . -B ‘have

4



hive the fame pretence in a Scors Parliament. - But it isto- be
hop’d, their Lordfhips will not lay - their perfonal Rights and:
Pretenfions in the ballance with the good of the whole Nation:
And I fee no lofs their ‘Families will fuffer by their keepin

1t Home, when thekﬁx%enccs of a Parliament Journey, mayf
be more than many of them can well bear. - -

* Youknow svith what feverity and tigidnefs many of ‘eur: Tenents are
treated by their Lords and Lairds ;- and would it mot be a .mighty,rchef«.tﬂ
them to be freed from tuch Tyrany, and equally beneficial to the Nation,
t have the Art of improving Land, and many’ other things .introduc®d a- -
mongft us, which I Kope will be the confequence of a happy Udion. - What
1 it tha€has madé fo much ods betwixt Scorland and England, in TheRiches
of the People, and Produét of the Ground, but their-Trade and Induftry ?:
And what, has more hindred our Thriving therein, than the exaltion of,
many Mafters upon their Tenants and Servants? Ouar Land is generally
rackt and over-valuied:in the Rent, and the Leafes- givenfor fo fhort a rimey
that the Tenants are no ways encourag’d to Improve it, either to their own

- or Mafters advansage, noy can hardly gain'a tolerable Living by their Toil
{sd-Labour © Whereas every body. that knows any- thing o England; fees’
e contrary there, and may expet to fee it“among our felves, by fuch-a
‘eommiunicatiofy.as wik attend an Union. - S L

- I'need fay nothing of the ehcouragement-our Merchants -and- Trading,.
Men haye to joyn cordially ig it,. they of-all-others having the faireft ,hopeg
ofbéiﬁg'Gé,jners, not only by an open and frce Trade, burin Company an
Societies- ‘with others,- who: will infallibly. be invited to come and livera=

us; by the convenjent.{ituation® of our Ports to fereign -Places, and
+ thegreat hengfit to be.madeby the - Fifhing in our.Seas ; and what advan-
-tage this will be to us, Tleave youtojudge.” =~ = . oL
.~ Thas, Sir; I havevery briefly and” ingenuoully given-youmy theughis'of
- an Unidn, withoutiany particular expeétation of advantage to. my felfy
which if they feem Juft and Reafonable, you can improve.in your publick
Otcalidns ; and if Lerr or mitake, I hope you'll fhew me wherein : For T
ktiow I'write to-'one wh¥ js not.altetl'and led by the fole influence of Parties |
“or;Faltiéns,: But by folid Reafori, and the “true Interéft oft eur Gounty,isa. .

‘wheeltd vow my felf a hear ; well-wither, and am, = | .
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