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discoveries made by the Portuguese had allured
into their service, was Christopher Colon, or Co-«
lumbus, a subject of the republic of Genoa. Nei-
ther the time nor place of his birth is known with
certainty®; but he was déscended of an honeurable
family, though reduced to indigence by various
wisfortunes.  His ancestors having betaken them-
selves for subsistence to a sea-faring life, Columbus
discovered in his early youth the peculiar character
and talents which mark out a man for that profes-’
sion. His Jarents, instead of thwarting this origi-
nal propensity of his mind, séem to have encouraged
and confirmed it by the education which they gave
him. After acquiring some knowledge of the Latin -

v * See NOTE XI.
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tonigue, the only language in which science wasB 0 0 k
taught at that time, he was instructed in geometry, =
cosmography, astronomy, and the art of drawing. =
To these he applied with such ardour and predilec-
tion, on account of their connexion with naviga-
tion, his favourite object, that he advanced with ra-
pid proficiency in the study of them. Thus quali- 1461.
fied, he went to sea at the age of fourteen, and be-
gan his career on that element which conducted
him to so muckglory. His early voyages were to-
those ports in the Mediterranean which his coun-
trymen the &enoese frequented. This being a 146
sphere too narrow for tis active mind, he made an
excursion to the northern seas, and visited the coasts-
of Iceland, to which the English and other nations’
had begun to resort on account of its fishery. As
navigation, in every direction, was now become en«
terprising, he proceeded beyond that island, the-
- 'Thule of the ancients, and advanced several degrees
‘within the polar circle. Having satisfied his curi-
osity, by a voyage which tended imore to enlarge his
knowledge of naval affairs than to improve his fors
tune, he entered into the service of a famous sea-.
captain of his own name and family. This man
commatided a small squadron fitted out at his own
expense, and by cruising sometimes against the
Mahometans, sometimes against the Venetians, the
rivals of his country in trade, had acquired both
wealth and repntation. With him Columbus con-
tinued for several years, no less- distinguished for
his courage than for his experience as-a sailor. At
length, in an obstinate engagement off the coast of
Portugal, with some Venetian caravals returning
F2
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B 0.0 K richly laden from the Low-Countries, the vessel on

|

—

board which he served took fire, together with one
of the enemy’s ships to which it was fast grappled,

" In this dreadful extremity his intrepidity and pre-

He enters
into the
Portu-
guese ser-
vice.

sence of mind did not forsake him. - He threw him-.
self into the sea, laid hold of a floating oar; and by
the support of it, and his dexterity in swimming,
he reached the shore, though above two leagues
distant, and saved a life reserved for great under-
takings®.

. As soon as he recovered strength for the journey,
he repaired to Lisbon, where many of his country-
men were settled. They soon conceived such a
favourable opinion of his merit, as well as talents,
that they warmly solicited him to remain in that
kingdom, where his naval skill and experience could
not fail of rendering him conspicuous. To every
adventurer animated either with curiosity to visit
new countries, or with ambition to distinguish him-
self, the Portuguese service was at that time ex-
tremely inviting. Columbus listened with a favour-
able ear to the advice of his friends, and, having
gained the esteem of a Portuguese lady, whom he
married, fixed his residence in Lishon. This alli-
ance, instead of detaching him from a sea-faring
life, contributed to enlarge the sphere of his naval
knowledge, and to excite a desire of extending it
still further. His wife was a daughter of Bartho-
lomew Perestrello, one of the captains employed by
Prince Henry in his early navigations, and who, un-
det his protection, had discovered and planted the

b Life of Columbus, ¢. v,
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.

islands of Porto Santo and Madeira. ColumbusB 0 0 Kk
got possession of the journals and charts of this , i
experienced navigator; and from them he learned

the course which the Portuguese had held in making

their discoveries, as well as the various circum-
stances which guided or encouraged them in their
attempts. The study of these soothed and inflamed

his favourite passion; and while he contemplated

the maps, and read the descriptions, of the new
countries which Perestréllo had seen, his impa-
tience to visit them became irresistible. In order

to indulge it, he made a voyage to Madeira, and
continued during several years to trade with that
island, with the Canaries, the Azores, the settle-
ments in Guinea, and all the other places which

the Portuguese had discovered on the continent of
Africa®. :

By the experience which Columbus acquired, The effects
during such a variety of voyages to almost every o their
part of the globe with which at that time any in- upon him.
tercourse was carried on by sea, he was now become
one of the most skilful navigators in Europe. But,
not satisfied with that praise, his ambition aimed
at something more. The successful progress of
the Portuguese navigators had awakened a spirit of
curioSity and: emulation, which set every man of
science upon examining all the circumstances that
led to the discoveries which they had made, or that
afforded a prospect of succeeding in any new and
bolder undertaking. The mind of Columbus, na-
turally inquisitive, capable of deep reflection, and

¢ Life of Columbus, c: iv. v,
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B 0 0 Kturned to speculatians of this kind, was so often
M employed in revolving the principles upen which
—— the Portuguese had founded their schemes of dis-
covery, and the mode on which they had carried
them on, that he gradually began to formn an idea
of improving upon their plan, and of accomplish-
ing discoveries which hitherto they had attempted

in vain.
Heforms  To find out a passage hy sea to the East Indies,
the idea of ywag the great object in view at that period. From
w:;':e to the time that the Portuguese doubled Cape de Verd,
I this was the point at which they aimed in all their
navigations, and in comparison with it all their
discoveries in Africa appeared inconsiderable. The
fertility and riches of India had been known for
many ages : its spices and other valuable commo-
dities were in high request throughout Europe,
and the vast wealth of the Venetians, arising from
their haying epgrossed this trade, had raised the
envy of all nations, But how intent soever the
Portuguese were upon discovering a new route to
those desirable regions, they searched for it only by
steering towards the south, in hopes of arriving at
India by turning to the east after they had sailed
“round the further extremity of Africa, This course
was still unknpwn, and, even if discovered, was of
such immense length, that a voyage from Europe
to India must have appeared at that peripd an un-
dertakingiextremely arduous, and of very uncertain
issue. More than half a century had been employed
in advancing from Cape Non to the equatcr; a
much longer space of time might elapse before the
more extensive navigation from that to India could
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be accomplished, These reflections upon the un-g 0 o k
.certainty, the danger, and tediousness of the course  II'
.which the Portuguese were pursuing, naturally led —

Columbus to consider whether a shorter and more

direct passage to the East Indies might not be
found out, After revolving long and seriously every

circumstance suggested by his superior knowledge

in the theory as well as practice of navigation ;
after comparing attentively the observations of mo-

.dern pilots with the hints and conjectures of ancient

authors, he at last concluded, that by sailing di-

rectly towards the west, across the Atlantic Ocean,

new countries, which probably formed a part of the

great continent of India, must infallibly be dxsco-

vered,

Principles and arguments of variqus ‘kinds, and The prin-
derived from different sources, induced him to adopt 31':.‘:}: e
this opinion, seemingly as chimerical ag it was new theorv was
and extraordinary. The spherical figure of the founded.
earth was known, and its magnitude ascertained
with some degree of accuracy. From this it was
evident, that the continents of Europe, Asia, and
Africa, as far as they were known at that time,
formed but a small portion of the terraqueous globe.

It was suitable to our ideas concerning the wisdom

and beneficence of the Author of Nature, to believe

that the vast space still unexplored was not covered

entirely by a waste unprofitable ocean, but occupied

by countries fit for the habitation of man. It ap-

peared likewise extremely probable, that the conti-
nent on this side of the globe was balanced by a

proportional quantity of land im the other hemi-

sphere. These conclusions concerning the existence

‘
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_B 0 0 K of another continent, drawn from the figure and

IL

structure of the globe, were confirmed by the ob-
servatians and conjectures of modern navigators.
A Portuguese pilot, having stretched further to the
west than was usual at that time, took up a piece
of timber artificially carved floating upon the sea ;
and as it was driven towards him by a westerly
wind, he concluded that it came from some un-
known land situated in that quarter. Columbus’s
brother-in-law had found, to the west of the Ma-
deira isles, a piece of timber fashioned in the same
manner, and brought by the same wind ; and had
seen likewise canes of an enormous size floating
upon the waves, which resembled those described
by Ptolemy as productions peculiar to the East
Indiesd, After a course of westerly winds, trees
torn up by the roots were often driven upon the
coasts of the Azores; and at one time, the dead
bodies of two men with singular features, resembling
neither the inhabitants of Europe nor of Africa,
were cast ashore there.

As the force of this united evidence, arising from
theoretical principles and practical observations,
led Columbus to expect the discovery of new coun-
tries ini the western ocean, other reasons induced
him to believe that these must be connected with
the continent of India, Though the ancients had
hardly ever penetrated into India further than the
banks of the Ganges, yet some Greek authors had
ventured to describe the provinces beyond that
river. As men are prone, and at liberty, to mag-

Ilih.ic.17.
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nify what is remote or unknown, they represented B @ oK
them as regions of an immense extent. Ctesias af-
firmed that India was as large as all the rest of Asia. \-V_‘
Onesicritus, whom Pliny the naturalist follows®,
contended that it was equal to a third part of the
habitable earth. Nearchus asserted, that it would
take four months to march in a stralght line from
one extremity of India to the otherf. The journal
of Marco Polo, who had proceeded towards the
‘East far beyond the limits to which any European
had ever advanced, seemed to confirm these exag-
gerated accounts of the ancients. By his magni-
ficent descriptions of the kingdoms of Cathay and
Cipango, and of many other countries the names
of which were unknown in Europe, India appeared
to be a region of vast extent. From these accounts,
which, however defective, were the most accurate
that the people of Europe had received at that pe-
riod with respect to the remote parts of the East,
Columbus drew a just conclusion. He contended
that, in proportion as thecontinentof India stretched
out towards the East, it must, in consequence of
the spherical figure of the earth, approach nearer to-
the islands which had lately been discovered to the
west of Africa ; that the distance from the one to
the other was probably not very considerable ; and
that the most direct as well as shortest course to
the remote regions of the East was to be found by
sailing due Wests. This notion concerning the
vicinity of India to the western parts of our eonti-

¢ Nat. Hist. lib. vi. . 17. A
! Strab. Geogr. lib. xv. p. 1011, ¢ See NOTE XII.
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B 0 0 k hent, was countenanced by some eminent writers

II.

among the ancients, the sanction of whose autho-
7 rity was necessary, in that age, to procure a favour-
able reception to any tenet. Aristotle thought it
.probable that the Columns of Hercules, or Straits of

Gibraltar, were not far removed from the East In-
dies, and that there might be a communication by
sea between them”. Seneca, in terms still more
explicit, affirms, that with a fair wind one might
sail from Spain to India in a few days, The fa-
mous Atlantic island described " by Plato, and sup-
posed by many to be a real country, beyond which

. an unknown coptinent was situated, is represented

by him as lying at no great distance from Spain.
After weighing all these particulars, Columbus, in

‘whose character the modesty and diffidence of true

genius were ynited with the ardent enthusiasm of a
prolector, did not rest with such absolute assu-
rance either upon his own arguments, or upon the

: authonty of the ancients, as not to consult such of

his contemporaries as were capable of compreheqdr
ing the pature of the evidence which he produged
in support of his opinion. As early as the year one
thoysand four hupdred and seyenty-four, he com-
municated his ideas conceming the probability of

- discovering new countries, by sallmg westward, . to

Paul, a physician of Florence eminent for his know-
Jedge of cosmography, and who, from the learning
as well as candopr which he dlscovers in his reply,

' Aristot. de Caelo, lib. . c. 14, edit. Du Val. Par. 1629, vol. i,
p.472.
" ! Senec. Quast, Natur, lib. i. in proem,
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appears to.have been well el titled to the confidence 3 o 0 K
which Columbus plaged in'him. He warmly ap-

proved of the plan, suggested several facts in con-"
firmation of it, and encouraged Columbus to perse-

wvere in an undertaking so laudable, and which must
redound so much to the honour of his country and

the benefit of Europe,

To a mind less capable of forming and of exe- His
cuting. great designs than that of Columbus, all ‘°h‘;'$;,_
those reasonings and observations and authorities ing it into
.would have served only as the foundation of some **°*%°™
plausible and fruitless theory, which might have
furnished matter for ingenious discourse or fanci-
ful conjecture, But with his sanguine and enter-
prising temper, speculation led directly to action.

Fully satisfied himself with respect to the truth of
his system, he was impatient to bring it to the test
of experiment, and to set out upon a voyage of dis-
covery. The first step towards this was to secure
the patronage of some of the considerable powers
in Europe capable of undertaking such an enter-
_prise.  As long absence had not extinguished the
affection which he bore to. his native country, he
wished that it should reap the fruits of his labours
and invention. With this view, he laid his scheme g, applies
beforethe Senate of Genoa, and, making his country to the Ge—
the first tender of his service, offered to sail under
" the banners of the republic in quest of the new re-
gions which he expected to discover. .But Co-
lumbus had resided for so many years in foreign
parts, that his countrymen were unacquainted with

¥ Li{e of Columbus, c. viii, '
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BOOK his abilities and character ; and, though a maritime

u.\,..;

to the
King of
Portugal,

people, were so little accustomed to distant voyages,
that they could form no just idea of the principles
on which he founded his hopes of success. They
inconsiderately rejected his proposal, as the dreamn
of a chimerical projector, and lost for ever the op-
portunity of restoring their commonwealth to its
ancient splendour!.

Having performed what was due to his country,
Columbus was so little discouraged by the repulse
which he had received, that instead of relinquishing
his undertaking he pursued it with fresh ardour.
He made his next overture to John II. King of Por-
tugal, in whose dominions he had been long esta-
blished, and whom he considered, on that account,
as having the second claim to his -service. Here
every circumstance seemed to promise him a more
favourable reception: he applied to a monarch of
an enterprising genius, no incompetent judge in
naval affairs, and proud of patronising every attempt
to discover new countries. His subjects were the
mogt experienced navigators in Europe, and the least
apt to be intimidated either by the novelty or bold-
ness of any maritime expedition. In Portugal, the
professional skill of Columbus, as well as his per-

“sonal good qualities, were thoroughly. known : and

as the former rendered it probable that his scheme

'was not altogether visionary, the latter exempted

him from the suspicion of any sinister intention in
proposing it. - Accordingly, the King listened to
him in the most gracious manner, and referred the

! Herrera Hist. de las Indias Occid. dec. i. lib. i. c. vii.

v
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consideration of his plan to Diego Ortiz, bishop of g 0 0 K
Ceuta, and two Jewish physicians, eminent cosmo- 1k
graphers, whom he was accustomred to consult in
matters of this kind. As in Genoa, ignorance had
opposed and disappointed Columbus; in Lisbon, he

had to combat with prejudice, an enemy no less for-
midable. The persons according to whose deci-

sion his scheme was to be adopted, or rejected, had
been the chief directors of the Portuguese naviga-
tions, and had advised to search for a passage to
India by steering a course directly opposite to that
which Columbus recommended as shorter and more
certain.’ They could net, therefore, approve of his
proposal without submitting to the double morti-
fication of condemning their own theory, and ac-
knowledging his superior sagacity. After teasing by whom
him with captious questions, and starting innume- ::i:'egf
rable objections, with a view of betraying him into

such a particular-explanation of his system as might

" draw from him a full discovery of its nature, they
deferred passing a final judgment with respect to it.

In the mean time they conspired to rob him of the
honour and advantages which he expected from the
success of his scheme, advising the King to dis-
patch a vessel secretly; in order to attempt the pro-
poséd discovery by following exactly the course
which Columbus seemed to point out. John, for-
getting on this occasion the sentiments becoming

a monarch, meanly adopted this perfidious counsel.

But the pilot chosen to execute Columbus’s plan had
neither the genius nor the fortitude of its author.
Contrary winds arose, no sight of approaching land
appeared, his courage failed, and he returned to Lis-
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B 0 O K bon, execrating the project as equally extravagant
I and dangerous™.
He leaves  UpON discovering this dishonourable transaction,
Portugal, Columbus felt the indignation natural to an inge-
wothe " nuous mind, and in the warmth of his resentment
g;::.jf determined to break off all intercourse with a na-
tion capable of such flagrant treachery. He in-.
stantly quitted the kingdom, and landed in Spain
towards the close of the year one thousand four hun-
_ dred and eighty-four. As he was now at liberty to
court the protection of any patron whom he could
engage to approve of his plan, and to carry it into"
execution, he resolved to propose it in person to:
Ferdinand and Isabella, who at that time governed
gendshis the united kingdoms of Castile and Aragon. But
ther R e .
into as he had already experienced the uncertain issue
England.  of application to kings and ministers, he took the
precaution of sending into England his brother Bar-
tholomew, to whom he had fully communicated his :
ideas, in order that he might negotiate at the same
time with Henry VII., who was reputed one of the
most sagacious as well as opulent Princes in Europe.
Obstacles Yt was not without reason that Columbus enter-
to his suo- .
cessin  tained doubts and fears with respect to the recep-
Spin. gion of his proposals in the Spanish court. Spain
was at that juncture engaged in a dangerous war
with Granada, the last of the Moorish kingdoms in
that country. The wary and suspicious temper of
Ferdinand was not formed to relish bold or uncom-.
mon designs. Isabella, though more generousand.
enterprising, was under the influence of her hus-.

= Life of Columlus, c.xi. Herrera, dec. 1. lib.i. ¢. 7.
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band in all her actions. The Spaniards had hither- B 0 0 k
to made no efforts to extend navngatlon beyond its , '
ancient limits, and had beheld the amazing progress
of discovery among their neighbours the Portuguese
without one attempt to imitate or to rival them.
The war with the Infidels afforded an ample field to
the national activity and love of glory. Under cir-
cumstances so unfavourable, it was impossible for
Columbus to make rapid progress with a nation
naturally slow and dilatory in forming all its reso- -
lutions. His character, however, was admirably
adapted to that of the people whose confidence and
protection he solicited. He was grave, though cour- -
teous in his deportment ; circumspect in his words
and actions, irreproachable in his morals, and ex-
emplary in his attention to all the duties and func-"
tions of religion. By qualities so respectable, he
not only gained many private friends, but acquired
such general esteem, that, notwithstanding the
plainness of his appearance, suitable to the medio-
crity of his fortune, he was not considered as a mere
adventurer, to whom indigence had suggested a vi-
sionary project, but was received as a person to whose
propoeltlons serious attention was due.

Ferdinand and Isabella, though fully occupied His
by their operations against the Moors, paid so much scheme
regard to Columbus, as to remit the consideration- f,;“;';‘:‘,f:l‘_'
of his plan to the Queen’s confessor, Ferdinand de fuljudges;
Talavera. He consulted such of his countrymen
as were supposed best qualified to decide with re-’
spect to a subject of this kind. But true science had
hitherto made so little progress in Spain, that the-
pretended philosophers, selected to judge in a matter
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8.0 0 Kof such moment, did not comprehend the first

1L

—

who made
an unfa-
vourable
report
concern-
ing it,

principles upon which Columbus feunded his con-
jectures and hopes. Some of them, from mistaken
notions concerning the dimensions of the globe,
contended that a voyage to those remote. parts of
the east which Columbus expected to discover,
could not be performed in less than three years.
Others concluded, that either he would find the
ecean to be of infinite extent, according to the
opinion of some ancient philosophers ; or, if he
should persist in steering towards the west beyond
a certain point, that the convex figure of the globe
would prevent his return, and that he must inevi-
tably perish in the vain attempt to open a commu-
nication between the two opposite hemispheres,
which nature had for ever disjoined. Even without
deigning to enter into any particular discussion,
many rejected the scheme in general, upon the
credit of a maxim, under which the ignorant and
unenterprising shelter themselves in every age,
“ That it is presumptuous in any person, to sup<
pose that he alone possesses knowledge superior to
all the rest of mankind united.” They maintained,
that if there were really any such countries as Co-
lumbus pretended, they could not have remained
so long concealed, nor would the wisdom and sa-
gacity of former ages have left the glory of this in-
vention to an obscure Genoese pllot.

It required all Columbus’s patience and address
to negotiate with men capable of advancing such
strange propositions. He had to contend not only
with the obstinacy of ignorance, but with what is
still more intractable, the pride of false knowledge.
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-Alfter mnumemble conferences, and wasting five 8 0 0 K
Yyears in fruitless endeavours to inform and to sa- , I
isfy judges so little capable of deciding with pro-
priety, Talaveraat last made such an unfavourable
~report to Ferdinand and Isabella, as induced them
to acquaint Columbus, that until the war with the
‘Moors should be brought to a period it would be
imprudent to engage in any new and exeenswe en-
terprise. :

Whatever care was taken to often the harshness
of this declaration, Columbus considered it as a final
tejection of his proposals. But, happily for man-
kind, that superiority of genius, which is capable of
fortning great and uncommon designs, is usually
-accompanied with an ardent enthusiasm, which can
neither be cooled by delays nor damped by disap-
pointment. Columbus was of this sanguine tem-

" per. Though he felt deeply the criel blow given
- to his hopes, and retired immediately from a court
where he had been amused so long with vain ex-
pectations, his confidence in the justness of his own
system did not diminish, and his impatience to de-
monstrate the truth of it by an actual experiment
beame greater than ever. Having courted the pro-
tection of sovereign states without success, he ap-
plied next to persons of inferior rank, and addressed
successively the Dukes of Medina Sidonia and Me-
dina Celi, who, though subjects, were possessed of .
power and opulence more than equal to the enter-

. prise which he projected. . His negotiations with
them proved as fruitless as those in which he had
been hitherto engaged ; for these noblemen were
either as little convinced by Columbus’s arguments

VOL. L. G
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BOOK as their superiors, or they were afraid of alarming
the jealousy and offending the pride of Ferdinand,
\_V—J by countenancing a scheme which he had re-
jected™.
Negoti-  Amid the painful sensations occasioned by such
tion of Bi# 4 succession of disappointments, Columbus had to
England, sustajn the additional distress of having received-
no accounts of his brother, .whom he had sent to
the court of England. In his voyage to that country,
Bartholomew had been so unfortunate as to fall
into the hands of pirates, who having stripped him
of every thing detained him a prisoner for several
yeats, At length he made his escape, and arrived
in London, but in such extreme indigence, that he
was obliged to employ himself, during a consider-
able timé, in drawing and selling maps, in order
to pick up as much money as would purchase a
decent dress, in which he might venture to appear
at court, He then laid before the King the propo-
sals with which he had been intrusted by his bro-
ther ; and notwithstanding Henry’s excessive cau-
tion and parsimony, which rendered him averse to
new or extensive undertakings, he received Co-
lumbus’s overtures with more apprabation than any
monarch to whom they had hitherto been pre-
sented.
Columbus  Meanwhile, Columbus being unacquainted with
',13,‘},'13‘; his brother’s fate, and having now. no prospect of
sfen-  encouragement in Spam, resolved to visit the court
ment i of England in person, in hopes' of meeting with a
Spain;  more favourable receptlon there. - He had already

n Life of Columb, ¢, 13, Herrex‘a, dec. 1. lib.i. ¢, 7.
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made preparations for this purpose; and taken mea- B 0o K
sures for the disposal of his children. during his |
absence, when Juan Perez, the guardian of the mo- -
nastery of Rabida, near Palos, in which they had
been educated, earnestly solicited him to defer his
journey for a short time. ~Perez was a man of con-
siderable learning, and of some credit with Queen
Isabella, to whom he was known personally. He
was warmly attached to Columbus, with whose
abilities as well as integrity he had many opportu-
nities of being acquainted. Prompted by curiosity
or by friendship, he entered upon an accurate ex-
amination of his system, in conjunction with a phy-
sician settled in the neighbourhood, who was a con-
siderable proficient in mathematical knowledge.
This investigation satisfied them so thoroughly, with.
tespect to the solidity of the principles on which
Columbus founded his opinion, and the probability

_ of success in executing the plan which he proposed,
that Perez, in- order to prevent his country from.
being deprived of the glory and benefit which must
accrue to the patrons of such a grand enterprise,
ventured to write to Isabella, conjuring her to con-
sider the matter anew with the attention which it
merited.

Moved by the representations of a person whom
she respected, Isabella desired Perez to repair im-
mediately to the village of Santa Fe, in which, on
account of the siege of Granada, the court resided
at that time, that she might confer with him upon
this lmportant subject The first effect of their in-
terview was a gracious invitation of Columbus back
to court, accompanied with the present of a -small-

G2

*
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B 0 0 ksum to equip him for the journey. As there was

1I.

now a certain prospect that the war with the Moors

~— would speedily be brought to an happy issue by the

is aga{n
disap-
pointed;

reduction of Granada, which would leave the nation
at liberty to engage in new undertakings ; this, as
well as the mark of royal favour, with which
Columbus had been lately honoured, encouraged
his friends to appear with greater confidence than
formerly in support of his scheme. The chief of
these, Alonso de Quintanilla, comptroller of the
finances in Castile, and Luis de Santangel, receiver
of the ecclesiastical revenues in Aragon, whose
meritorious zeal in promoting this great design en-
titles their names to an honourable place in history,
introduced Columbus to many persons of high rank,
and interested them warmly in his behalf.

_ But it was not an easy matter to inspire Ferdi-
nand with favourable sentiments. He still regarded
Columbus’s project as extravagant and chimerical ;
and in order to render the efforts of his partisans
ineffectual, he had the address to. employ, in this
new negotiation with him, some of the persgns who
had formerly pronounced his scheme to be imprac-
ticable. To their astonishment, Columbus appeared
before them with the same confident hopes of suc-.
cess as formerly, and insisted upon the same high
recompense. He proposed that a small fleet should.
be fitted out, under his command, to attempt the
discovery, and demanded to be appointed here-
ditary admiral and viceroy of all the seas and lands-

* which he should discover, and to have the tenths of

the profits arising from them settled irrevocably
upon himself and his descendants. At the same.
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time, he offered to advance the eighth part of thes 0 0 k
sum necessary for accomplishing his design, on AL
condition that he should be entitled to a propor- "
tional share of benefit from the adventure. If the
enterprise should totally miscarry, he made no
stipulation for any reward or emolument whatever.
Instead of viewing this conduct as the clearest evi-
dence of his full persuasion with respect to the truth
of his own system, -or being struck with that mag-
nanimity which, after so many delays and repulses, ‘
would stoop to nothing inferior to its original claims;
the persons with whom Columbus treated began
meanly to calculate the expense of the expedition,
and the value of the reward which he demanded.
"The expense, moderate as it was, they represented
to be too great for Spain in the present exhausted
state of its finances. They contended that the
honqurs and emoluments claimed by Columbus
were exorbitant, even if he should perform the ut-
most of what he had promised ; and if all his san-
guine .hopes should prove illusive, such vast con-
cessions to an adventurer would be deemed not only
inconsiderate, but ridiculous. In this imposing
garb of caution and prudence, their opinion ap-
peared so plausible, and was so warmly supported
by Ferdinand, that Isabella declined giving any
countenance to Columbus, and abruptly broke off
the negotiation with him which she had begun.

This was more mortifying to Columbus than all
the disappointments which he had hitherto met -
with. The invitation to-court from Isabella, like -
an unexpected ray of light, had opened such pro-
-spects of success as encouraged him to hope that

AN
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B 0 0 K his lIabours were at an end ; but now darkness and

1L
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proves at

last suc-

cessful.
1492,

January 2.

uncertainty returned, and his mind, firm as it was,

. could hardly support the shock of such an unfore-

seen reverse. He withdrew in deep anguish from
court, with an intention of prosecuting his voyage
to England as his last resource.

About that time Granada surrendered, and Ferdi-
nand and Isabella, in triumphal pomp, took pos-
session of a city the reduction of which extirpated
a foreign power from the heart of their dominions,
and rendered them masters of all the provinces ex-
tending from the bottom of the Pyrenees to the
frontiers of Portugal. As the flow of spirits which
accompanies success elevates the mind, and renders
it enterprising, Quintanilla and Santangel, the
vigilant and discerning patrons of Columbus, took
advantage of this favourable situation, in order to -
make one effort more in behalf of their friend.
They addressed themselves to Isabella; and after
expressing some surprise, that she, who had always
been the munificent patroness of generous under-
takings, should hesitate so long to countenance
the most splendid scheme that had ever been pro-
posed to any monarch, they represented to her,
that Columbus was a man of a sound understanding
and virtuous character, well qualified, by his expe-
rience in navigation, as well as his knowledge of
geometry, to form just ideas with respect to the
structure of the globe and the situation of its various
regions ; that, by offering to risk his own life and
fortune in the execution of his scheme, he gave the
most satisfying evidence both of his integrity.and

-hope of success ; that the sum requisite for equip-
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ping such an armament as he demanded was incon- B 0 0 K
siderable, and the advantages which might accrue , I
from his undertaking were immense; that he de- .5
manded no recompense for his invention and labour,

but what was to arise from the countries which he

should discover ; that, as it was worthy of her mag-.

. nanimity to make this noble attempt to extend tlre
sphere of human knewledge, and to open an inter-
course with regions hitherto unknown, so it would
afford the highest satisfaction to her piety and zeal,
after re-establishing the Christian faith in those
provinces of Spain from which it had been long
banished, to discover a new world, to which she
might communicate the light and blessings of di-
~vine truth ; that if now she did not decide instantly,
the opportunity would be irretrievably lost ; that
Columbus was on his way to foreign countries,
where some prince, more fortunate or adventurous,
would close with his propesals, and Spain would
for ever bewail that fatal timidity which had excluded
her from the glory and advantages that she had
once in her power to have enjoyed.

These forcible arguments, urged by persons of
such authority, and at a juncture so well chosen, pror
duced thé desired effect. They dispelled all Isa-
bella’s doubts and fears ; she ordered Columbus to
‘be instantly recalled, declared her resolution of em-
ploying him on his own terms, and, regretting the
low estate of her finances, generously offered to
pledge her own jewels in order to raise as much
money as might be needed in making preparations
for the voyage. Santangel, in a transport of gra-
titude, kissed the Queen’s hand, and in order to
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B 0 O K save her from havmg recourse to such a mortifying

1492.

‘The condi-
tions of his ,

expedient for procuring money, engaged to advance
immediately the sum that was requisite®.
Columbus had proceeded some leagues on his

agreement jOurney, when the messenger from Isabella overtook

with
- Spain,

him. Upon recewmg an account of the unexpect-
ed resolution .in his favour, he returned directly to

- Santa Fe, though some remainder of diffidence still

mingled itself with his joy. But the cordial re-
ception which he met wit from Tsabella, together
with the near prospect of setting out upon that
voyage which had so long been the object of his
thoughts-and wishes, soon effaced the remembrance

-of all that he had suffered in Spain during eight

tedious years of solicitation and suspense. The ne-
gotiation now went forward with facility and dis-
patch, and a treaty or capitulation with Columbus
was signed on the seventeénth of April, one thou-
sand four hundred and ninety-two. The chief ar-
ticles of it were:—1. Ferdinand and Isabella, as
sovereigns of the ocean, constituted Columbus their
high admiral in all the seas, islands, and continents,
which should be discovered by his industry; and
stipulated that he and his heirs for ever should en-
joy this office, with the same powers and preroga-
tives which belonged to the high admiral of Castile
within the limits of his jurisdiction. 2. They ap-
pointed Columbus their viceroy in all the islands
and continents which he should discover; but if,
for the better administration of affairs, it should
hereafter be necessary to establish a separate govera

° Herrera, dec. 1. lib. i.c. 8.
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nor in any of those countries, they authorized Co- B 00K
lumbus to name three persons, of whom they would
choose one for that office ; and the dignity of vice- 490
roy, with all its immuniﬁes, was likewise to be he- ‘
reditary in the family of Columbus. 3. They grant-

ed to Columbus and his heirs for ever, the tenth of

the free profits accruing from the productions and
commerce of the countries which he should disco-

ver. 4. They declared, that if any controversy or
law-suit shall arise with respect to any mercantile
transaction in the countries which should be dis-
covered, it should be determined by the sole autho-

rity of Columbus, or of judges to be appointed by

him. 5. They permitted Columbus to advance
one-eighth part of what should be expended in pre-
paring for the expedition, and in carrying on com-
merce with the countries which he should discover,

and entitled him, in return, to an eighth part of the
profitP,

Though the name of Ferdinand appears con-
joined with that of Isabella in this transaction, his
distrust of Columbus was still so violent that he re-
fused to take any part in the enterprise as King of
Aragon. As the whole expense of the expedition -
was to be defrayed by the crown of Castile, Isabella
reserved for her subjects of that kingdom an exclu-
sive right to all ‘the benefits which might redound
from its success.

As soon as the treaty was signed, Isabella, by her The prepa-
attention and activity in forwarding the preparations ?:::;:;:
for the voyage, endeavoured to make some repara-

p Life of Colymbus, ¢, 15. Herrera, dec. 1. lib. i. c. 9.
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B 0 0 K tion to Columbus for the time which he had lost in

1492,

fruitless solicitation. By the twelfth of May, all
that depended upon her was adjusted ; and Colum-
bus waited on the King and Queen in order to re-
veive their final instructions. Every thing respect-
ing the destination and conduct of the voyage they
committed implicitly to thedisposal of his prudence.
But that they might aveid giving any just cause of
offence to the King of Portugal, they strictly-en-
joined him not to approach near to the Portnguese
settlements on' the coast of Guinea, or in any of

~ the other countries tq which the Portuguese claim-

ed right as discoverers. Isabella had ordered the
ships of which Columbus was te take the eommand
to be fitted out in the port of Palos, a small mari-
time town in the province of Andalusia. As the
guardian Juan Perez, to whom Columbus had al-
ready been so much indebted, resided in the neigh-
bourhood of this place, he, by the influence-of that
good ecclesiastic, as well as by his own connexion’
with the inhabitants; nat only raised among them
what he wanted of the sum that he was bound by
treaty to advance, but engaged several of them te

. accompany him in the voyage. The chief of these

associates were three brothers of the name .of Pin-
zon, of considerable wealth, and of great experience
in naval affairs, who were willing to hazard their lives
and fortunes in the expedition.

But after all the efforts of Isabella and Columbus,
the armament was not suitable either to the dig-
nity of the nation by which it was equipped, or to
the importance of the service for which it was de-
stined. It consisted of three vessels. The largest,
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8 ship of no considerable burden, was commanded B 0 0 k
by Columbus, as admiral, who gave it the nameof 1L
Santa Maria, out of respect for the Blessed Vir- 5
gin, whom he honoured with singular devotion.
Of the second, called the Ptrta, Martin Pinzon
was captain, and his brother Francis pilot. The
third, named the Nigwna, was under the command
of Vincent Yanez Pinzon. These two were light
vessels hardly superior in burden or force to large
boats. 'The squadron, if it merits that name, was
victualled for twelve months, and had on board
ninety men, mostly sailors, together with a few ad-
venturers who followed the fortune of Columbus,
and some gentlemen of Isabella’s court, whom she
appointed to accompany him. Though the ex-
pense of the undertaking- was one of the circum-
stances which chiefly alarmed the court of Spain,
and retarded so long the negotiation with Colum-
bus, the sum employed in fitting out this squadron
did not exceed four thousand pounds.

As the art of ship-building in the fifteenth cen-
tury was extremely rude, and the bulk of vessels
was accommodated to the short and easy voyages
along the coast which they were accustomed to per-
form, it is a proof of the courage as well as enter-
prising genius of Columbus, that he ventured, with
a fleet so unfit for a distant navigation, to explore
unknown seas, where he had no chart to guide him,
no knowledge of the tides and currents, and.no ex-
perience of the dangers to which he might be ex-
posed. His eagerness to accomplish the great de-
sign which had so long engrossed his thoughts,
made him overlook or disregard every circum-
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B 0 O K stance that would have intimidated a mind less ad--
I~ venturous. He pushed forward the preparations
1492, Wwith such ardour, and was seconded so effectually
by the persons to whom Isabella committed the su-
perintendence of this business, that every thing was

soon in readiness for the voyage. But as Colum-

bus was deeply impressed with sentiments of veli-

gion, he would not set out upon an expedition so
arduous, and of which one great object was to ex-

tend the knewledge of the Christian faith, without
imploring publicly the guidance and protection of
Heaven. With this view, he, together with all the

persons under his command, marched in solemn
pracession to the monastery of Rabida.  After con-

fessing their sins, and obtaining absolution, they
received the holy sacrament from the hands of the
guardian, who joined his prayers to theirs for the

success of an enterprise whlch he had so zealously

patronised.

His depar-  Next morning, being Friday the third day of Au-
g’;;,ff""‘ gust, in the year one thousand four-hundred and
ninety-two, Columbus set sail, a little before sun-

rise, in-presence of a vast crowd of spectators, who

sent up their supplications to Heaven for the pro-

sperous issue of the voyage, which they wished ra-
August13. ther than expected. Columbus steered directly for
the Canary Islands, and arrived there without any
occurrence that would have deserved notice on any

other occasion. But, in a voyage of such expecta-

tion- and importance, every circumstance was the

object of attention. The rudder of the Pinta broke

loose the day after she left the harbour ; and that
accident alarmed the crew, no less superstitious
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than unskilful, as a certain omen of the unfortunate 8 0 o &
destiny of the expedition. Even in the short run I

to the Canaries, the ships were found to be so crazy .90,
and ill-appointed, as to be very improper for a na-
vigation which was expected to be both long and
dangerous. Columbus refitted them, however, to

the best of his power ; and havingsupplied himself

with fresh provisions, he took his departure from
Gomera, one of the most westerly of the Canary
Islands, on the sixth day of September.

Here the voyage of discovery may properly be Thecourse
said to begin; for Columbus, holding his course jny" "
due west, left immediately the usual track of navi- .
gation, andstretched intounfrequented and unknown
seas.. The first day, as it was very calm, he made
but little way ; but on the second he lost sight of
the Canaries ; and many of the sailors, dejected
already and dismayed, when they contemplated the
boldness of the undertaking, began to beat -their
breasts, and to shed tears, as if they were never
more to behold land. Columbus comforted them
with assurances of success, and the prospect of
vast wealth, in those opulent regions whither he
was conducting them. This early discovery of the
spirit of his followers taught Columbus, that he
must prepare to struggle not only with the un-
avoidable difficulties which might be expected from
the nature of his undertaking, but with such as were
likely to arise from the ignorance and timidity of
the. people under his command ; and he perceived
that the art of governing the minds of men would
be no less requisite for accomphshmg the disco-
veries which he had in view, than naval skill and i
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B 0 0 K undaunted courage. Happily for himself, and for
the country by which he was employed, he joined

1492, to the ardent temper and inventive genius of a pro-
jector, virtues of amother species, which are rarely

united with them. He possessed a thorough know-

ledge of mankind, an insinuating address, a patient
perseverance in executing any plan, the perfect go-
vernment of his own passions, and the talent of ac-

quiring an ascendant over those of other men. All

these qualities, which formed him for command,

were accompanied with that superior knowledge of

his profession, which begets confidence in times of
Vigilance difficulty and danger. To unskilful Spamsh satlors,
tion of @ccustomed only to coastmg voyages in the Medi-
Columbus. terranean, the maritime science of Columbus, the
fruit of thirty years’ experience, improved by an ac-
quaintance with all the inventions of the Portu-

guese, appeared immense. As soon as they put to

sea, he regulated every thing by his sole authority;

bhe superintended the execution of every order ; and

. allowing himself only a few hours for sleep, he was

at all other times upon deck. As his course lay
through seas which had not formerly been visited,

the sounding-line, or instruments for observation,

were continually in his hands. After the example

of the Portuguese discoverers, he attended to the

motion of tides and currents, watched the flight of

birds, the appearance of fishes, of sea-weeds, and

of every thing that floated on the waves, and en-

tered every occurrence, with a minute exactness, in

the journal which he kept. As the length of the

voyage could not fail of alarming sailors habi-

tuated only to short excursions, Columbus endea--
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voured to conceal from them the real progress B 0 0 Kk
which they made. With this view, though they I
run eighteen leagues on the second day after they 435
left Gomera, he gave out that they had advanced
only fifteen, and he uniformly employed the same
artifice of reckoning short during the whole voyage.
By the fourteenth of September the fleet was above
two hundred leagues to the west of the Canary
Isles, at a greater distance from land than any Spa-
niard had been before that time. There they were Apprehen-
struck with an appearance no less astonishing than *i21 o4
new. They observed that the magnetic needle, in bis crew.
their compasses, did not point exactly to the polar
star, but varied towards the west ; and as they pro-
ceeded, this variation increased. 'This appearance,
which is now familiar, though it still remains one
of the mysteries of nature, into the cause of which
the sagacity of man hath not been able to penetrate,
filled the companions of Columbus with terror.
They were now in a boundless and unknown ocean,
far from the usual course of navigation ; nature it-
self seemed to be altered, and the only guide which
they had left was about to fail them. Columbus,
with no less quickness than ingenuity, invented a
reason for this appeararice, which, though it did not
satisfy himself, seemed so plausible to them, that it
dispelled their fears, or silenced their murmurs.

He still continued to steer due west, nearly in
the same latitude with the Canary Islands. -In this
course he came within the sphere of the trade wind,
which blows invai'iably from east to west, between
the tropics and a few degrees beyond them. He
advanced before this steady gale with such uniform
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B O 0K rapidity, that it was seldom neeessary to shift a sail,

.1492.

These in-
crease,

When about four hundred leagues to the west of
the Canaries, he found the sea so covered with
weeds, that it resembled a meadow of vast extent,
and in some places they were so thick as to retard
the motion of the vessels. This strange appearance
occasioned new alarm and disquiet. The sailors

‘imagined that they were now arrived at the utmost

boundary of the navigable ocean ; that these float-
ing weeds would obstruct their further progress,
and concealed dangerous rocks, or some large tract
of land, which had sunk, they knew not how, in
that place. Columbus endeavoured to persuade

them, that what had alarmed, ought rather to have

encouraged them, and was to be considered as a
sign of approaching land. At the same time, a
brisk gale arose, and carried them forward. Several
birds were seen hovering about the ship9, and di-
rected their flight towards the west. The despond-
ing crew resumed some degree of spirit, and began
to entertain fresh hopes.

Upon the first of October they were, accordmg
to the admiral’s reckoning, seven hundred and se-
venty leagues to the west of the Canaries ; but lest
his men should be intimidated by the prodigious
length .of the navigation, he gave out that they had
proceeded only five hundred and eighty-four leagues;
and, fortunately for Columbus, neither his own pi-
lot, nor those of the other ships, had skill sufficient
to correct this error, and discover the deceit. They
had now been above three weeks at sea ; they had

9 See NOTE XIIL
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proceeded far beyond what former navigators had8 oo x
attempted or deemed possible ; all their prognos-

tics of discovery, drawn from the flight of birds and 1492,
other circumstanees, had proved fallacious ; the ap-
pearances of land, with which their own credulity
or the artifice of their commander had from time
to time flattered and amused them, had been alto-
gether illusive, and their prospect of: success seemed
now to be as distant asever. These reflections oc-
curred often to men who had no other ob]ect or
occupatlon than to reason and discourse concerning
the intention and circumstances of their expedition.
They made impression at first upon thé ignorant
and timid, and, extending by degrees to such as
were better informed or more resolute, the contagion
spread at length from ship to ship. From secret
whispers or murmurings, they proceeded to open
cabals and public complaints. They taxed their
sovereign with inconsiderate credulity, in paying
such regard to the vain promises and rash conjec-
tures of an indigent foreigner, as to hazard the lives
of so many of her own subjects in prosecuting a
chimerical scheme. They affirmed that they had
fully performed their duty, by venturing so far in
an unknown and hopeless course, and could incur
no blame: for refusing to follow any longer a de-
sperate adventurer to certain destruction, They
contended, that it was necessary to think of re-
turning to Spain, while their crazy vessels were still
in a condition to keep the sea, but expressed their
fears that the attempt would prove vain, as the wind,
which had hitherto been so- favourable to- their
course, must render it impossible to sail in the

VOL. I. H
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B 0 O K opposite direction. All agreed that Columbus

II.

—
1492.

should be compelled by force to adopt a measure
on which their common safety depended. Some

~of the more audacious proposed, as the most ex-

The ad-
dress of
Columbus

peditious and certain method for getting rid at
once of his remonstrances, to - throw him into
the sea, being persuaded that, upon their return to
Spain, the death of an unsuccessful projector would
excite little concern, and be inquired into with no
curiosity. .

Columbus was fully sensible of his pernlous situa-
tion. He had observed, with great uneasiness, the

insoothing fata] operation of ignorance and of -fear in produ-
thzm:

cing disaffection among his ‘crew, and saw that it was
now ready to burst out into open mutiny. He re-
tained, however, perfect presence of mind. He af-
fected to seem ignorant of their machinations.
Notwithstanding the agitation and solicitude of his
own mind, he appeared with a cheerful countenance,
like a man satisfied with the progress he had made,
and confident of success. Sometimes he employed
all the arts of insinuation, to soothe his men.
Sometimes he endeavoured to work upon their am-
bition or avarice, by magnificent descriptions of the
fame and wealth which they were about to acquire.
On other occasions, he assumed a tone of authority,
and threatened them with vengeance from their so-
vereign, if, by their dastardly behaviour, they should
defeat this noble effort to promote the glory of God,
and to exalt the Spanish name above .that of every
other nation. Even with seditious sailors, the words
of a man whom they had been accustomed to re-
verence, were weighty and persuasive, and not only
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Yestrained them from those violent excesses which.B 0 0 k
. they meditated, but prevailed with them to accom- , -
pany their admiral for some time longer. 1492,
As they proceeded, the indications of approacli-

.ing land seemed to be more certain, and excited
-hope in proportion. The birds began to appearin

focks, making towards the south-west. Columbus,

in imitation of the Portuguese navigators, who had

been guided, in several of their discoveries, by the

motion of birds, altered his course from due west
-towards that quarter whither they pointed their

flight. ‘But, after holding on for several days in
-this- new direction, without any better success than
formerly, having seen no object, during thirty days,

but the sea and the sky, the hopes of his compa-

nions subsided faster than they had risen; their their fears
fears revived with additional force ; impatience, Tt
rage, and despair, appeared in every countenance.

All sense of subordination was lost: the officers, Danger of
who had hitherto concurred with Columbus in opi. * ™"F-
nion, and supported his authority, now. took part

with the private men; they assembled tumultuously

on the deck, expostulated with their commander,
.mingled threats with their expostulations, and re-
- -quired him instantly to tack abont and to return to
Europe. Columbus perceived that it would be of

no avail to have recourse to any of his former arts,
:which baving been tried so often had lost their ef-

fect; and that it was impossible to rekindle any
.zeal for the success of the expedition among men

in whose breasts fear had extinguished every gene-

rous sentiment. He saw that it was no less vain nistress of
to think of employing either gentle or, severe .r,ueu Columbus,

H 2 9 : : o
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B 0 O K sures to quell a mutiny so general and so violent.

i.

It was necessary, on all these accounts, to soothe

1492. passions which he could no longer command, and

Encou-

raging ap-
ances

.to give waytoatorrent too impetuous to be checked.

He promised solemnly to his men that he would
comply with their request, provided they would ac-
company him, and obey his command for three
days longer, and if, during that time, land were not

-discovered, he would then abandon the enterprise,

and direct his.course towards Spain’.
Enraged as the sailors were, and impatient to
turn their faces again towards their native country,

of success. this proposition did not appear to them unreason-

able. Nor did Columbus hazard much in confin-
ing himself to a term so short. The presages of
dlecovenng land were now so numerous and pro-
mising, that he deemed them infallible. For some

.days the sounding line reached the bottom, and the

soil which it brought up indicated land to be at no
great distance. The flocks of birds increased, and
were composed not only of sea-fowl, but of such

- land birds as could not be supposed to fly far from

the shore. The crew of the Pinta observed a cane

floating, which seemed to have been newly cut, and

likewise a piece of timber artificially carved. The
sailors aboard the Nigna took up the brafich of a
tree with red berries, perfectly fresh. The clouds
around the setting sun assumed a new appearance ;
thé air-was more mild and warm, and during night
the wind became unequal and variable. From all

".these symptoms, Columbus was so confident of

vt Ovledo, Hist, ap. Ramus, vol. iii. p. 81. E.
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being near land, that on the evening of the eleventh B 0 0 k
of October, after public prayers for success, he I
ordered the sails to be furled, and the ships to lie Tap—
to, keeping strict watch, lest they should be driven

ashore in the night. During this interval of sus-

pense and expectation, no man shut his eyes, all

kept upon deck, gazing intently towards that quar-

ter where they expected to discover the land, which:

had been so long the object of their wishes.

About two hours before midnight, Columbus, Land dis-
standing on the forecastle, observed a light at a di- """
stance, and privately pointed it out to Pedro Gut-
tierez, a page of the Queen’s wardrobe. Guttierez-
perceived it, and calling to Salcedo, comptroller of
the fleet, all three saw it in motion, as if it were
carried from place to place. A little after midnight
the joyful sound of land! land! was heard from
the Pinta, which kept always a-head-of the other:
ships. But, having been so often deceived by fal-
lacious appearances, ‘every man was now become
slow of belief, and waited in all the anguish of un-
certainty and impatience for the return of 'day. As Friday,
soon as morning dawned, all doubts and fears were % 1%
dispelled. From every ship an island was seen
about two leagues to the north, whose flat and ver-
dant fields, well stored with wood, and watered with
many rivulets, presented the aspect of a delightful
country. The crew of the Pinta instantly began
the 7e Deum, as a hymn of thanksgiving to God,
and were joined by those of the other ships, with
tears of joy and transports of congratulation. This
office of gratitude to Heaven was followed by an
act of justice to their commander. They threw-
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B 0 0 K themselves at the feet of Columbus, with feelings

L.

1492,

.First in-
terview
with the
natives.

of self-condemnation mingled with reverence. They
implored him to pardon their ignorance, incredulity,
and insolence, which had created him so much un-
necessary disquiet, and had so often obstructed the
prosecution of his well.concerted plan; and pass--
ing, in the warmth of their admiration, from one
extreme to another, they now pronounced the man,"
whom they had so lately reviled and threatened, to
be a-person inspired by Heaven with sagacity and
fortitude more than human, in order to accomplish
a design so far heyond the ideas and conception of
all former ages.

As soon as the sun arose, all their boats were-
manned and armed. They rowed towards the island
with their colours displayed, with warlike music,
apd other martial pomp, * As they appraached the

- coast, they saw it covered with a multitude of peo-

ple, whom the novelty of the spectagle had drawn
together, whose attitudes and gestures expressed
wonder and astonishment at the strange objects
which presented themselves to their view, Colum-
bus was the first European who set foot in the New
World which he had discovered. He landed in a
rich dress, and with a naked sword in his hand.
His men followed, and kneeling down, they all
kissed the ground which they had so long desired
to see: They next erected a crucifiy, and pro-
strating themselves before it, returped thanks ta
God for conducting their voyage to such an happy
issue.. They then took solemn possession of tie
country for the crown of Castile and Leon, with all -
the formalities which the Portuguese were accuse.
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tomed to observe in acts of this kind, in theirnew B 0 0 K

discoveriesSs.

The Spaniards, while thus employed, were sur- 1432:

rounded by many of the natives, who gazed in

Their mu-
tual asto-

silent admiration upon actions which they could nishment.

not comprehend, and of which they did not foresee
the consequences. The dress of the Spaniards, the
whiteness of their skins, their beards, their arms,
appeared strange and surprising. ‘The vast ma-
chines in which they had traversed the ocean, that
seemed to move upon the waters, with wings, and
uttered a dreadful sound resembling thunder, ac-
companied with lightning and smoke, struck them
with such terror, that they began to respect their
new guests as a superior order of beings, and con-
cluded that they were children of the Sun, who had
descended to visit the earth.

" The Europeans were hardly less amazed at the

. scene now before them. Every herb, and shrub,
and tree, was different from those which flourished
in Europe. 'The soil seemed to be rich, but bore

few marks of cultivation. The climate, even to the
Spauviards, felt warm, though extremely delightful.
The inhabitants appeared in the simple innocence
of nature, entirely naked. Their black hair, long
and uncurled, floated upon their shoulders, or was
bound in tresses around their heads. They had no
beards, and gyery part of their bodies was perfectly
smooth. Their complexion was of a dusky copper
colour, their features singular, rather than disagree-

< s Life of Columbus, c. 22, 23. Herrera, dec. 1.1ib. i. c.13.



104 HISTORY OF AMERICA.

B 0 O K able, their aspect gentle and timid. Though not
tall, they were well shaped and active. Their faces,
1492. and several parts of their body, were fantastically
painted with glaring colours. They were shy at
first through fear, but soon became familiar with
the Spaniards, and with transports of joy received
from them hawksbells, glass beads, or other bau-
bles, in return for which they gave such provisions -
as they had, and some cotton yarn, the only com-
modity of value that they could produce. Towards
evening, Columbus returned to his ship, accom-
panied by many of the islanders in their boats,
which they called canoes, and though rudely formed
out of the trunk of a single tree, they rowed them.
with surprising dexterity. Thus, in the first inter-
view between the inhabitants of the old and new
worlds, every thing was conducted amicably, and
to their mutual satisfaction. The former, enlight-
ened and ambitious, formed already vast ideas with
respect to the advantages which they might derive.
from the regions that began to open to their view.
The latter, simple and undiscerning, had no fore-
sight of the calamities and desolation, which were
. approaching their country.
Columbus  Columbus, who now assumed the title and ag-
s of thority of Admiral and Viceroy, called the island
Admiral  which he had discovered San Salvador. It is
_::;;v'c"' better known by the name of Guanahani, which
the natives gave to it, and is one of that large clus-
ter of islands called the Lucaya or Bahama isles.
It is situated above three thousand miles to the
west of Gomera, from which the squadron took its
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departure, and only four degrees to the south of it; 8 o o K
so little had Columbus deviated from the westerly
course, which he had chosen as the most proper. 1492.
Columbus employed the next day in visiting the proceeds .

coasts of the island ; and from the universal poverty the .o,.a.,
of the inhabitants, he perceived that this was not
the rich country for which he sought. Baut, con-
formably to his theory concerning the discovery of
those regions of Asia which stretched towards the
East, he concluded that San Salvador was one of
the isles which geographers described as situated in
the great ocean adjacent to India®. Having ob-
served that most of the people.-whom he had seen
wore small plates of gold, by way of ornament, in
their nostrils, he eagerly inquired where they got .
that precious metal. They pointed towards the
south, and made him comprehend by signs, that'
gold abounded in countries situated in that quarter.
Thither he immediately determined to direct his
course, in full confidence of finding there those
opulent regions which had been the object of his
voyage, and would be a recompense for all his toils
and dangers. He took along with him seven of
the natives of San Salvador, that, by acquiring the
Spanish language, they might serve as guides and
interpreters ; and those innocent people considered:

"it as a mark of distinction when they were selected
to accompany him.

He saw several islands, and touched at three of discovers

the largest, on which he bestowed the names of €"%
St. Mary of the Conception, Fernandina, and Isa-

* Pet, Mart. epist. 135,




106

HISTORY OF AMERICA.

B 0 0 K bella. But, as their soil, productions, and inha-

1492,

bitants, nearly resembled those of San Salvador,
he made no stay in any of them. He inquired every
where for gold, and the signs that were uniformly
made by way of answer, confirmed him in the opi-
nion that it was brought from the south. He fol-
lowed that course, and soon discovered a country
which appeared very extensive, not perfectly level,
like those which he had already visited, but so di-
versified with rising grounds, hills, rivers, woods,
and plains, that he was uncertain whether it might.
prove an island, or part of the continent. The na-.
tives of San Salvador, whom he had on board, call--
ed it Cuba ; Columbus gave it the name of Juana.

_He entered the mouth of a large river with his

squadron, and all the inhabitants fled to the moun-.
tains as he approached the shore. But as. he re-.
solved to careen his ships in that place, he sent

some Spaniards, together with one of the people
of San Salvador, to view the interior part of the
country. They, having advanced above sixty miles

- from the shore, reported, upon their return, that

the soil was richer and more cultivated than any

-they had hitherto discovered ; that, hesides many

scattered cottages, they had found one village, con-
taining above a thousand inhabitants ; that the
people, though naked, seemed to be more intelli-
gent than those of San Salvador, but had treated
them with the same respectful attention, kissing
their feet, and honouring them as sacred beings
alljed to Heaven ; that they had given them to eat.
a certain root, the taste of which resembled roasted
chesnuts, and likewise a singular species of corn
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called maize, which either when roasted whole orB 0 0 K

ground into meal, was abundantly palatable ; that’

there seemed to be no four-footed animals in the 40

country, but a species of dogs, which could not

bark, and a creature resembling a rabbit, but of a

much smaller size ; that they had observed some-

ornaments of gold among the people, but of no

great value®, '
These messengers had prevailed with some of the bis con-

natives to accompany them, who informed Co- m o

lumbus, that the gold of which they made their or- gard to it ;

naments was found in Cubanacan. By this word

they meant the middle or inland part of Cuba; but

Columbus, being ignerant of their language, as

well as unaccustomed to their pronunciation, and

his thoughts running continually upon his own

theory concerning the discovery of the East Indies,

‘he was led, by the resemblance of sound, to suppose

that they spoke of the Great Khan, and imagined that

the opulent kingdom of Cathay, described by

Marco Polo, was not very remote. - This induced

him to employ some time in viewing the country.

He visited almost every harbour, from Porto del

Principe, on the north coast of Cuba, to the eastern

extremity of theisland : but, though delighted with

the beauty of the scenes which every where pre- -

sented themselves, and amazed at the luxuriant fer-

tility of the soil, both which, from their novelty,

made a more lively impression upon his imagina-

tion*, he did not find gold in such quantity as was

u Life of Columbus, c. 24—28. Herrera, dee. 1. lib.i. c. 14,
_*® See NOTE XIV. .
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IL

1492,

discovers
the island
Hispani-
ola.

lowers,. or the expectations of the court to which
he was to return. The people of the country, as-
mueh astonishied at his eagerness in quest of gold.
as the Europeans were at their ignorance and sim-
plicity, pointed towards the East, where an island.
which they called Hayt: was situated, in which that
metal was more abundant than among them. Co-
lumbus ordered his squadron to bend its course
thither ; but Martin Alonzo Pinzon, impatient to
be the first who-should take possession of the trea-
sures which this country was supposed to contain,
quitted his companions, regardless of all the ad-
miral’s signals to slacken sail until they should
come up with him.

Columbus, retarded by contrary winds, did not
reach- Hayti till the sixth of December. He called
the port where he first touched St. Nicholas, and
the island itself Espagnola, in honour of the king-
dom by which he was employed ; and it is the only
country, of those he had yet discovered, which hasre-
tained the name that he gave it. As he could neither
meet with the Pinta, nor have any intercourse with
the inhabitants, who fled in great consternation to-
wards the woods, he soon quitted St. Nicholas, and,
sailing along the northern coast of the island; he
entered another harbour, which he called Concep-
tion. Here he was more fortumate; his people
overtook a woman who was flying from them, and
after treating her with great gentleness, dismissed
her with a presént of such toys as they knew were
most valued in those regions. The description
which she gave to her countrymen of the humanity
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and wonderful qualities of the strangers ; their ad- 3 0 0 k
I

ultation ; and their eagerness to participate of the 0

miration of the trinkets, which she showed with ex-

same favours ; removed all their fears, and induced
-many of them to repair to the harbour. The strange
objects which théy beheld, and the baubles which
Columbus bestowed upon them, amply gratified
their curiosity and their wishes. They nearly re-
sembled the people of Guanahani and Cuba. They
were naked like them, ignorant and simple; and
seemed to be equally unacquainted with all the arts
which appear most necessary in polished societies ;
but they were gentle, credulous, and timid, to a de-
gree which rendered it easy to acquire the ascen-
dant over them, especially as their excessive admi-
‘ration led them into the same error with the people
.of the other islands, in believing the Spaniards to
be more than mortals, and descended immediately
from Heaven. They possessed gold in greater abun-
dance than their neighbours, which they readily ex-
-changed for bells, beads, or pins ; and in_this un-
.equal traffic both parties were highly pleased, each
considering themselves as gainers by the transac-
tion. Here Columbus was visited by a prince or
cazique of the country. He appeared with all the
pomp known among a simple people, being carried
in a sort of palanquin upon the shoulders of four
men, and attended by many of his subjeets, who
served him with great respect. His deportment
was grave and stately, very reserved towards his own
people, but with. Columbus and the Spaniards ex-
tremely courteous. He gave the admiral some thin
plates of gold, and a girde of curious workmanship,
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1492,

‘highly acceptable to him7.

Columbus, still intent on discovering the mines
which yielded gold, continued to interrogate all the
natives with whom he had any intercourse, concern-
ing their situation. They concurred in pointing

.out a mountainous country, which they called Cibao,
.at some distance from the sea, and further towards
-the east. Struck with this sound, which appeared

to bim the same with Cipango, the name by which

‘Marco Polo, and other travellers to the east, distin-
.guished the island of Japan, he no longer doubted
.with respect to the vicinity of the countries which
e had discovered to the remote parts of Asia; and,
Ain full expectation of reaching soon those regions

which had been the object of his voyage, he di-

rected his course towards the east. He put into a

commodious harbour, which he called St. Thomas,
and found that district to be under the government

.of a powerful cazique, named Guacanahari, who
.as he afterwards learned, was one of the five sove-

reigns among whom the whole island was divided.

.He immediately sent messengers to Columbus, who

in his name delivered to him the present of a mask

-curiously fashioned with the ears, nose, and mouth

of beaten gold, and invited him to the place of his
residence, near the harbour now called Cape Fran-

.cois, some leagues towards the east. Columibus
_dispatched some of his officers to visit this prince,

who, as he behaved himself with greater: dignity,

.seemed to claim more attention. They returned

- ¥ Life of Columbus, ¢, 32. Herrera, dec. 1.1ib. i. c. 15, &c.
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with such favourable accounts both of ‘the country s 0 o k

and of the peopie, as made Columbus impatient for
that interview with Guacanahari to which he had
been invited.

He sailed for this purpose from St. Thomas, on one of his

the twenty-fourth of December, with a fair wind,
and the sea perfectly calm ; and as, amidst the
multiplicity of his occupations, he had not shut his
eyes for two days, he retired at midnight in order
to take some repose, having committed the heln
to the pilot, with strict injunctions not to quit it
for a moment. The pilot, dreading no danger,
carelessly left the helm to an unexperienced cabin-
boy, and the ship, carried away by a current, was
dashed against a rock. The violence of the shock
awakened Columbus. He ran up to the deck.
There all was confusion and despair. He alone re-
tained presence of mind. He ordered some of the
sailors to take a boat, and carry out an anchor
astern ; but, instead of obeying, they made off to-
wards the Nigna, which was about half a league
distant. He then commanded the masts to be cut
down, in order to lighten the ship ; but all his en-
deavours were too late ; the vessel opened near the
keel, and filled so fast with water that its loss was
inevitable. The smoothness of the sea, and the

timely assistance of boats from the Nigna, enabled

the crew to save their lives. As soon as the is-
landers heard of this disaster, they crowded to the
shore, with their prince Guacanahari at their
head. Instead of taking advantage of the distress

in which they beheld the Spaniards, to attempt any

thing to their detriment, they lamented their mis-
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1492,

tisfied with this unavailing expression of their sym-
pathy, they put to sea a number of canoes, and, un-
der the direction of the Spaniards, assisted in sav-
ing whatever could be got out of ‘the wreck; and,
by the united labour of so many hands, almost
every thing of value was carried ashore. As fast
as the goods were landed, Guacanahari in person
took charge of them. By his orders they were all
deposited in one place, and armed sentinels were
posted, who kept the multitude at a distance, in-
order to prevent them not only from embezzling,
but from inspecting too curiously what belonged to
their guests®. Next morning this prince visited
Columbus, who was now on board the Nigna, and
endeavoured to console him for his loss, by oﬂ'ermg
all that he possessed to repair it®.

Distress of 'The condition of Columbus was such that he
Columbus; 5¢00d in need of consolation. He had hitherto pro-

cured no intelligence of the Pinta, and no longer
doubted but that his treacherous associate had set
sail for Europe, in order to have the merit of car-
rying the first tidings of the éxtraordinary discove-
ries which had been made, and to pre-occupy so far
the ear of their sovereign, as to rob him of the.glory
and reward to which he was justly entitled. There
remained but one vessel, and that the smallest and
most crazy of the squadron, to traverse such a vast
ocean, and carry so many men back to Europe.
Each of those circumstances was alarming, and filled
the mind of Columbus with the utmost solicitude.

* See NOTE XV.  » Herrems, dec. 1, lib. i. ¢, 18.
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The desire of overtaking Pinzon, and of effacings 0 0 k
the unfavouyrable impressions which his misrepre-
sentations might make in Spain, made it necessary 1490, -
to return thither without delay. The difficulty of
taking such a number of persons aboard the Nigna,
confirmed him. in an opinion which the fertility of
the -country, and the gentle - temper of the people;
had already induced him to form. He resolved to resolves
leave a part of his crew in the istand, that by resid- 1> ¥4S%
ing there, they might learn the language of the na- crewinthe
tives, study their disposition, examine the nature of U .
the country, search for mines, prepare for the com-
modious settlement of the colony with which he
purposed to return, and thus secure and facilitate
the acquisition of those advantages which he ex-
pected from his discoveries. When he mentioned
this to his men, all approved of the design; and
from impatience under the fatigue of a long voyage,
from the levity natural to sailors, or from the hopes
of amassing wealth in a country which afforded
such promising specimens of its riches, many offerv
ed voluntarily to be among the number of those
who should remain. :

Nothing was now wanting towards the execution obtains
- of this scheme, but to obtain the consent of Gua- :’e':t":;‘;h,
canahari; and his unsuspicious simplicity soon pre- natives;
sented to the admiral a favourable opportunity of
proposing it. Columbus having, in the best man-
ner he could, by broken words and signs, expressed -
some curiosity to know the cause which had moved
the islanders to fly with such precipitation upon the
approach of his ships, the cazique informed him that
the country was much infested by the incursions of

VOL. I. I '
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builds
a fort ;

habited several islands to the south-east. These he
described as-a fierce and warlike race of men, who
delighted in blood, and devoured the flesh of the
prisoners who were so unhappy as to fall into their
hands; and as the Spaniards at their first.appear-
ance were supposed to be Carribeans, whom the na-
tives, howeveér numerous, durst not face in battle,
they had recourse to their usual method of securing
their safety, by flying into the thickest and most

- impenetrable woods. (Guacanahari, while speaking

of those dreadful invaders, discovered suchsymptoms
of terror, as well as such consciousness of the in-
ability of his own people to resist them, as led Co-
lumbus to conclude that lie would not be alarmed
at the proposition of any scheme which afforded
him the prospect of an additional security against
their attacks. He instantly offered him the assis-
tance of the Spaniards to repel his enemies : he en-
gaged to take him and his people under the protec-
tion of the powérful monarch whom he served, and
offered to leave in the island such a number of his
men as should be sufficient, not only to defend the

~ inhabitants from' future incursions, but to avenge

their past wrongs.
The credulous prince closed eagerly with the pro-

posal, and thought himself already safe under the

patronage of beings sprung from Heaven, and su-
perior in power to mortal men. 'The ground was
marked out for a small fort, which Columbus called
Navidad, because he had landed there on Christ-
mas-day.. A deep ditch was drawn around it. The
ramparts werc fortified with pallisades, and the great

<
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guns, saved out of the admiral’s ship, were planted 8 0 0 K
upon them. In ten days the work was finished; I ,
that simple race of men labouring with inconsider- 1492,
_ate assiduity in erecting this first monument of their
own servitude. - During this time, Columbus, by his
caresses and liberality, laboured to increase the high
opinion which the natives entertained of the Spa-
niards. But while he endeavoured to inspire them
with confidence in their disposition to do good, he
wished likewise to give them some striking idea of
their power to punish and destroy such as were the:
objects of their indignation. With this view, in
presence of a vast assembly, he drew up his men in
order of battle, and made an ostentatious but inno-
cent display of the sharpness of the Spanish swords,
of the force of their spears, and the operation of
their cross-bows. These rude people, strangers to
the use of iron, and unacquainted with any hostile
~weapons but arrows of reeds pointed with the bones
of fishes, wooden swords, and javelins hardened in
the fire, wondered and trembled. Before this sur-
prise or fear had time to abate, he ordered the great
guns to be fired. The sudden explosion struck
them with such terrorthat theyfell flat to the ground,
covering their faces with - their hands; and when
they beheld the: astonishing effect of the bullets
among the trees, towards which the cannon had
been pointed, they concluded that it was impossible
to resist men, who had the command of such de-
structive instruments, and who came armed with
thunder and lightning against their enemies.

After giving such impressions both of the bene- His in-

ficence and power of the Spaniards, as might have g thoe™

12 heleftinit.
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1493.

minds of the natives, Columbus appointed thirty-
eight of his people to remain in the island. He
intrusted the command of these to Diego de Arado,
a gentleman of Cordova, investing him with the
same powers which he himself had received from
Ferdinand and Isabella; and furnished himr with
every thing requisite for the subsistence or defence
of this infant colony. He strictly enjoined them
to maintain concord ameng themselves, to yield an
unreserved obedienee to their commander, to avoid
giving offence to the natives by any violence or ex-
action, to cultivate the friendship of Guacanahari,
but not to put themselves in his power by straggling
in small parties, or marehing too far from the fort.
He promised to revisit them soon with such a re-
inforcement of strength as might enable them to
take full possession of the country, and to reap all
the fruits of their discoveries. In the mean time
he engaged to mention their names to the King and
Queen, and to place their merit and services in the
most advantageous light®.

Having thus taken every precaution for the se-
curity of the colony, he left Navidad on the fourth
of January, one thousand four hundred and ninety-
three, and steering towards the east, discovered and
gave names to most of the harbours on the northern
coast of the island. On the sixth he descried the
Pinta, and soon came up with her, after a separation
of more than six weeks. Pinzon endeavoured to

® Oviedo ap: Ramusio, iii. p.82. E. Herrera, dec. 1. Tib. &.
c.20. Life of Columbus, c. 34.
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Justify his conduct by pretending that he had heen 00K
driven from his course by stress of weather, and
prevented from returning by contrary winds. - The 143,
admiral, though he still suspected his perfidious in-
tentions, and knew well what he urged in his own
defence to be frivolous as well as false, was so sen-

sible that this was not a proper time for venturing

upon any high strain of authority, and felt such sa-
tisfaction in this junction with his consort, which
delivered him from many disquieting apprehensions,

that, lame as Pinzon’s apology was, he admitted of

it without difficulty, and restored him to favour.
During his absence from the admiral, Pinzon had
visited several harbours in the island, had acquired

some gold by trafficking with the natives, but had

made no discovery of any importance.

From the condition of his ships, as well as the resolves
temper of his men, Columbus now found it neces- ;2
sary to hasten his return to Europe. The former
having suffered much during a voyage of such an
unusual length, were extremely leaky. The latter
expressed the utmost impatience to revisit their na-
tive country, from which they had been so long ab-
sent, and where they had things so wonderful and
unheard-of to relate. Accordingly, on the sixteenth
of January, he directed his course towards the north-
east, and soon lost sight of land. He had on board
some of the natives, whom he had taken from the
different islands which he discoverea; and besides
the gold, which was the chief object of research, he
had collected specimens of all the productions which
were likely to become subjects of commerce in the
several countries, as well as many unknown birds,
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and other natural curiosities, which might attract
the attention of the learned, or excite the wonder of
the people. The voyage was prosperous to the
fourteenth of February, and he had advanced near
five hundred leagues across the Atlantic Ocean,
when the wind began to rise, and continued to blow
with increasing rage, which terminated in a furious
hurricane. Every thing that the naval skill and ex-
perience of Columbus could devise was employed
in order to save the ships. But it was impossible
to withstand the violence of the storm, and, as they
were still far from any land, destruction seemed.in-
evitable. 'The sailors had recourse to prayers to
Almighty God, to the invocation of saints, to vows
and charms, to every thing that religion dictates, or
superstition suggests, to the affrighted mind of
man. No prospect of deliverance appearing, they
abandoned themselves to despair, and expected every
moment to be swallowed up in the waves. Besides
the passions which naturally agitate and alarm the
human mind in such awful situations, when certain
death, in one of his most terrible forms, is before
it, Columbus had to endure feelings of distress pe-
culiar to himself. He dreaded that all knowledge
of the amazing discoveries which he had made was
now to perish; mankind were to be deprived of
every benefit that might have been derived from the
happy success of his schemes, and his own name
would descend to posterity as that of a rash deluded
adventurer, instead of being transmitted with the
honour due to the author and condnetor of the most
noble enterprise that had ever been undertaken.
"These reflections extinguished all sense of his own
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personal danger. Less affected with the loss of life, 5 0 0 &
than solicitous to preserve the memory of what he IF
had attempted and achieved, he retired to his cabin )
and wrote upon parchment a short account of the
voyage which he had made, of the course which he
had taken, of the situation and riches of the coun-
tries which he had discovered, and of the colony-
that he had left there. Having wrapped up this in
an oiled cloth, which he inclosed in a cake of wax,
he put it into a cask carefully stopped up, and threw
it into the sea, in hopes that some fortunate acci-
dent might preserve a deposit of so much impor-
tance to the world®.

At length Providence interposed to save a life Takes
reserved for other services. The wind abated, the jheiter i®
sea became calm, and on the evening of the fif- Azores;
teenth, Columbus and his companions discovered
land; and though uncertain what it was, they
made towards it. They soon knew it to be St. Mary,
one of the Azores or western isles, subject to the
crown of Portugal. There, after a violent contest
with the governor, in which Columbus displayed no-
less spirit than prudence, he obtained a supply of
fresh provisions, and whatever else he needed. One
circumstance, however, greatly disquieted him. The
Pinta, of which he had lost sight on the first day
of the hurricane, did not appear ; he dreaded for
some time that she had foundered at sea, and that
all her crew had perished ; afterwards, his former
suspicions recurred, and he became apprehensive
that Pinzon had borne away for Spain, that he

1493.

¢ Life of Columbus, c.37. Herrera, dec. 1. lib.ii. c. 1, 2.
See NOTE XVI. ’ ‘ ’ -
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arrives at

Lisbon ;

March 4.

account of his discoveries, might obtain some share

of his fame.

In order to prevent this, he left the Azores as. ‘

soon as the weather would permit. At no great
distance from the coast of Spmn, when near the
end of his voyage, and seemingly beyond the reach
of any disaster, another storm arose, little inferior

to the former in violence ; and after driving before.

it during two days and two nights, he was forced
to take shelter in the river Tagus. Upon applica-
tion to the King of Portugal, he was allowed to come
up to Lisbon ; and, notwithstanding the envy which
it was natural for the Portuguese to feel, when they
beheld another nation entering upon that province
of discovery which they had hitherto deemed pecu-
liarly their own, and in its first essay not only
rivalling but eclipsing their fame, Columbus was
received with all the marks of distinction due to a
man who had performed things so extraordinary
and unexpected. The King admitted him into his
presence, treated him with the highest respect, and
listened to the account which he gave of his voyage
with admiration mingled with regret. While Co.
lumbus, on his part, enjoyed the satisfaction of
describing the importance of his discoveries, and of
being now able to prove the solidity of his schemes
to those very persons, who, with an ignorance dis+
graceful to themselves, and fatal to their country,
bad lately rejected them ‘as the projects of a vi
sionary or designing adventurer¢,

¢ Life of Columbus, c. 40, 41, Herrera, dec. 1. lib. ii. ¢ 3,
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“Columbus was so impatient to return to Spain, g o 0 K
that he remained only five days in Lisbon. On the
fifteenth of March he arrived in the port of Palos, 433,
seven months and eleven days from the time when returns to
he set out thence upon his voyage. As soon asthe = -
ship was discovered approaching the port, all the
inhabitants of Palos ran eagerly to the shore, in
order to weleome their relations and fellow-citizens,
and to hear tidings of their voyage. When the
prosperous issue of it was known, when they be-
held the strange people, the unknowa animals, and
singular productions, brought from the countries
which bad been discovered, the effusion of joy was
general and unbounded. The bells were rung, the
cannon fired; Columbus was received at landing
with royal honours, and all the people in solemn
procession, accompanied him and his crew to the
church, where they returned thanks .to Heaven,
which had so wonderfully conducted and crowned
with success a voyage of greater length and of more
importance than had been attempted in any former
age. On the evening of the same day, he had the
satisfaction of seeing the Pinta, which the violence
of the tempest had driven far to the north, enter
the harbour.

The first care of Columbus was to mform theHl' s vecep-
King and Queen, who were then at Barcelona, of
his arrival and success. Ferdinand and Isabella,
no less astonished than delighted with this unex-
pected event, desired Columbus, in terms the most
respectful and flattering, to repair immediately to
court, that from his ewn mouth they might receive
a full detail of bis extraordinary services and disco-
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B 0 O K veries. During his journey to Barcelona, the people

IL.
1493.

crowded from the adjacent country, following him
every where with admiration and applause. His
entrance into the city was conducted, by order of
Ferdinand and Isabella, with pomp suitable to the
great event, which added such distinguishing lustre
to their reign. The people whom he brought along
with him from the countries which he had disco~
vered, marched first, and by their singular com-
plexion, the wild peculiarity of their features, and
uncouth finery, appeared "like men of another
species. Next to them were-carried the ornaments

of gold, fashioned by the rude art of the natives, -

the grains of gold found in the mountains, and
dust of the same metal gathered in the rivers. After
these appeared the various commodities of the new
discovered countries, together with their curious
productions. Columbus himself elosed ‘the pro-

- eession, and attracted the eyes of all the spectators;

who gazed with admiration on the extraordinary
man, whose superior sagacity and fortitude had con-
dueted their countrymen, by a route concealed from:
past ages, to the knowledge of a new world. Fer-

. dinand and Isabella received him clad in their royak

robes, and seated upon a throne, under a magnifi-

- cent canopy. When he-approached, they stood up,

and raising him as he kneeled to kiss their hands,
commanded him to take his seat upon a chair pre-
pared for him, and to give a circumstantial account
of his voyage. He delivered it with a gravity and
composure no less suitable to the disposition of the
Spanish nation, than' to the dignity of the audience
in which he spoke, and with that modest simplicity

-
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which characterizes men of superior minds, who, B 0 0 K
satisfied with having performed 'great actions, T
court not vain applause by an ostentatious display ;93
of their exploite. When he had finished his nar-
ration, the King and Queen, kneeling down, offered
up solemn thanks to Almighty God for the disco-
very of those new regions, from which they ex-
pected so many advantages to flow in upon the
kingdoms subject to their government®. Every
mark of honour that gratitude or admiration could
suggest was conferred upon Columbus. Letters
patent were issued, confirming to him and.to his
heirs all the privileges contained in the capitulation
concluded at Santa Fé ; his family was ennobled ;
the King and Queen, and after their example the
courtiers, treated him on every occasion with all the
ceremonious respect paid to persons of the highest
rank. But what pleased him most, as it gratified’
his active mind, bent continually upon great objects,
was an order to equip, without delay, an armament
of such force as might enable him not only to take
possession of the countries which he had already
discovered, but to go in search of those more opu-.

- lent regions which he still confidently expected to
find®.

While preparations were making for this expedi- Astonish- -
tion, the fame of Columbus’s successful voyage::ﬂiﬁfd
spread over Europe, and excited general attention, & his dis-
The multitude, struck with amazement when they ’

heard that a new world had been found, could
hardly believe an event so much above their con-

¢ See NOTE XVII.
f Life of Columbus, c, 42, 43. Herrera, dec. 1. lib. ii. c. 3.



124

HISTORY OF AMERIC.A.

BOOK ceptzon Men of science, capable of comprehend-

IL

1193.

ing the nature, and of discerning the effects of this
great discovery, received the account of it with ad-

miration and joy. They spoke of his voyage with

rapture, and congratulated one another upon their

felicity in having lived in the period when, by this ' '

extraordinaryevent, the boundanes of human know-

_ ledge were so much extended and such a new field

of inquiry und observation opened, as would lead
mankind to a perfect acquaintance with the struc-
ture and productions of the habitable globes. Va-
rious opinions and conjectures were formed con-
cerning the new-found countries, and what division
of the earth they belonged to. Columbus adhered
tenaciously to his original opinion, that they should
be reckoned a part of those vast regions in Asia,
comprehended under the general name of India.

- This sentiment was confirmed by the observations

which he made concerning the productions of the
countries he had discovered. Gold was known to
abound in India, and he had met with such pro-
mising samples of it in the islands which he visited,
as led him to believe that rich mines of it might be
found. Cotton, another production of the East-
Indles, was' common there. The pimento of the
islands he imagined to be a species of the East-In-
dian pepper. He mistook a root, somewhat re-
sembling rhubarb, for that valuable drug, which
was then supposed to be aplant peculiar to the
East-Indies". The birds brought home by him

& P. Mart. epist. 133, 134, 135. See NOTE XVIII.
& Herrera, dec. 1. lib. 1. c. 20. Gomera Hist. c. 17,

-_—
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were adorned with the same rich plumage which 8 0 0 K
distinguishes those of India. The alligator of the

one country appeared to be the same with the cro~ 493
codile of the other. After weighing all these cir-
cumstances, not only the Spaniards, but the other
nations of Europe, seem to have adopted the opi-

nion of Columbus. The countries which he had
discovered were considered as a part of India. In
consequence of this notion, the name of Indies is

given to them by Ferdinand and Isabella, in a rati-

fication of their former agreement, which was

granted to Columbus upon his returni. * Even after

the error which gave rise to this' opinion was de-

tected, and the true position of the New World was
ascertained, the name has remained, and the appel- distin.
lation of Mest-Indies is given by all the people of Snes il

the name
Europe to the country, and that of Indians to its of ofthe
inhabitants. " dies.

The name by which Columbus distinguished the Prepara-
.- . : e - e e - tions for
countries which he had discovered was so inviting, 4 second
the specimens of their riches and fertility which he veyag*-
produced were so considerable, ‘and the reports of
his companions, delivered frequently with the ex-
aggeration natural to travellers, so favourable, as
to excite a wonderful spirit of enterprise among the.
Spaniards. Though little accustomed to naval ex-
peditions, they were impatient to set out upon their
voyage. Volunteers of every rank solicited to be
employed. Allured by the inviting prospects which
opened to their ambition and avarice, neither the
length nor danger of the navigation intimidated

i Life of Columbus, ¢. 44,
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8 0 0 K them. Cautious as Ferdinand was, and averse to
L, every thing new or adventurous, he seems to have
1493, catched the same spirit with his subjects. . Under

' its influence, preparations for a second expedition
were carried on with rapidity unusual in Spain, and

to an extent that would be deemed not incansider-

able in the present age. The fleet consisted of
seventeen ships, some of which were of good bur-

den. It had on board fifteen hundred persons,

among whom were many of noble families, who

had served in honourable stations. The greater

part of these being destined to remain in the coun-

try, were furnished with every thing requisite for
conquest or settlement; with all kinds of European
domestic animals, with such seeds and plants as

were most likely to thrive in the climate of the
West-Indies, with utensils and instruments of every-

sort, and with such artificers as might be most use-

~ ful in an infant colonyk.
The right - But, formidable and well-provided as this fleet

o Spainto was, Ferdinand and Isabella did not rest their title

:Z::;l;lm u to the possession of the newly-discovered countries
bythe  Upon its operations alone. The example of the
Pope.  Portuguese, as well as the superstition of the age,
made it necessary to obtain from.the Roman pon-
tiff a grant of those territories which they wished to
occupy. The Pope, as the vicar and representative
of Jesus Christ, was supposed to have a right of
dominion over all the kingdoms of the earth. Alex-
ander V1., a pontiff infamous for every crime which

disgraces humanity, filled the Papal throne at that

k Herrera, dec. 1. lib.ii, . 5, Life of Columbus, e, 45.
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time. As he was born Ferdinand’s subject, and B 0 0 k
very solicitous to secure the protection of Spain, in -
order to facilitate the execution of his ambitious 1493,
schemes in favour of his own family, he was ex-
tremely willing to gratify the Spanish monarchs.

By an act of liberality which cost him nothing, and

that served to establish the jurisdiction and preten-

sions of the Papal See, he granted in full right to
Ferdinand and Isabella all the countries inhabited

by Infidels, which they had discovered, or should
discaver ; and, in virtue of that power which he
derived from Jesus Christ, he conferred on the
crown of Castile vast regions, to the possession of
which he himself was so far from having any title,

that he was unacquainted with their situation, and
ignorant even of their existence. As it was neces-

sary to prevent this grant from interfering with that
formerly made to the crown of Portugal, he ap-
pointed that aline, supposed to be drawn from pole

to pole, a hundred leagues to the westward of the
Azores, should serve as a limit between them; and,

in the plenitude of his power, bestowed all to the

east of this imaginary line upon the Portuguese, and

all to the west of it upon the Spaniards!. Zeal

for propagating the Christian faith was the consi-
deration employed by Ferdinand in soliciting this

bull, and is mentioned by Alexander as his chief
motive for issuing it. In order to manifest some
concern for this laudable object, several friars, under

the direction of Father Boyl, a Catalonian monk of

! Herrera, dec. 1.1ib. ii, c. 4. Torquemeda Mon, Ind, lib. xviii,
3.
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B O O K Zreat reputation, as apostolical vicar, were appointed
« -, to accompany Columbus, and to devote themselves
1493 to the instruction of the natives. The Indians,
whom Columbus had brought along with him,

having received some tincture of Christian know-

ledge, were baptized with much solemnity, the King
himself, the Prince his son, and the chief persons

of his court, standing as their godfathers. Those

first fruits of the New World have not been fol-

lowed by such an increase as pious men wished, and

had reason to expect.
Second Ferdinand and Isabellahavingthusacquiredatitle,
f_‘:,’,:‘f:hu, which was then deemed completely valid, to extend
their discoveries and to establish their dominion
over such a considerable portion of the globe, no-
thing now retarded the departure of the fleet. Co-
lumbus was extremely impatient to revisit the co-
lony which he had left, and to pursue that career
" of glory upon which he had entered. He set sail
from the bay of Cadiz on the twenty-fifth of Sep-
tember, and touching again at the island of Go-
mera, he steered further towards the south than in
his former voyage. By holding this course, he en-
joyed more steadily the benefit of the regular winds,
which reign within the tropics, and was carried to-
wards a larger cluster of islands, situated consider-
ably to the east of those which he had already dis-
Nov 2. covered. On the twenty-sixth day after his de-
parture from Gomera he macz land™. It was one
of the Caribbee or Leeward Islands, te which he

gave the namge of Deseada, on account of the im-

= Oviedo ap. Ramus, iii, 85,
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patience of his crew to discover some part of theB 0 0 K
New World. After this he visited successively
Dominica, Marigalante, Guadaloupe, Antigua, San 1405
Juan de Puerto Rico, and several other islands,
‘scattered in his way as he advanced towards the
north-west. All these he found to be inhabited by,

that fierce race of people whom Guacanahari had
painted in such frightful colours. His descriptions
appeared not to have been exaggerated. The Spa-
niards never attempted to land without meeting

with such a reception as discovered the martial and
-daring spirit of the natives ; and in their habitations

were found relics of those horrid feasts which they

had made upon the bodles of their enemies taken

in war. :

But as Columbus was eager to know the state of arrives at
‘the colony which he had planted, and to supply it g:;’;“
with the necessaries of which he supposed it to be Nov.22.
in want, he made no stay in any of those islands,’

and proceeded directly to Hispaniola®. When he
arrived off Navidad, the station in which he had

left the thirty-eight men under the command of
Arada, he was astonished that none of them ap-
peared and expected every moment to see them
running with transports of joy to welcome their
countrymen. Full of solicitude about their safety,

and foreboding in his mind what had befallen them,

he rowed instantly to land. All the natives from
whom he might have received information had fled.

But the fort which he had built was entirely demo-

» P. Martyr, dec. p. 1. 18. Herrera, dec. 1. lib, i, ¢, 7. Life
of Columbus, c. 46, &c.
VOL. I, K
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B 0 0 K lished, and the tattered garments, the broken arms
U and utensils scattered about it, left no room to doubt
1495, concerning the unhappy fate of the garrison”.
While the Spaniards were shedding tears over those

-sad memorials of their fellow-citizens, a brother of

“The fate of the cazique Guacanahari arrived. From him Co-
Yemen  Jumbus received a particular detail of what had hap-
left there. pened after his departure from the island. The fa-
miliar intercourse of the Indians with the Spaniards

tended gradually to diminish the superstitious ve-
neration with which their first appearance had in- -

“spired that simple people. By their own indiscre-

tion and ill conduct, the Spaniards speedily effaced

those favourable impressions, and soon convinced

the natives, that they had all the wants, and weak-

nesses, and passions of men. As soon as the power-

ful restraint which the presence and authonty of
Columbus imposed was withdrawn, the garrison

threw off all regard for the officer whom he had in-

vested with command. Regardless of the prudent
instructions which he had given them, every man

became independent, and gratified his desires with-

out control. The gold, the women, the provisions

of the natives, were all the prey of those licentious
oppressors. They roamed in small parties over

the island, extending their rapacity and insolence

to every corner of it. Gentle and timid as the

people were, those unprovoked injuries at length

- exhausted their patience, and roused their courage.

The cazique of Cibao, whoee country the Spaniards

chiefly infested on account of the gold which it

© Hist. de Cura de los Palacios. MS.

A
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conlained, ‘surprised and' cut off several of them, B 00K
while they straggled in as perfect security as if their .
conduct had been altogether inoffensive. He then 483
assembled his subjects, and, surrounding the fort,

set it on fire. Some of the Spaniards were killed

in defending it ; the rest perished in attempting to

make their escape by crossing an arm of the sea.
Guacanahari, whom all their exactions had. not
alienated from the Spaniards, took arms in their be-

half, and, in endeavouring to protect them, had re-

ceived a wound, by which he was still confinedP.

Though this account was far from removing the His pru
suspicions which the Spaniards entertained with re- $et *°™
spect to the fidelity of Guacanahari, Columbus per-
ceived so clearly that this was nota proper juncture
for inquiring into his conduct with scrupulous ac-
curacy, that he rejected the advice of several of his
officers, who urged him to seize the person of that
Prince, and to revenge the death of their country-
men by attacking his 'subjects. He represented to-
themn the necessity of securmg the friendship of
some potentate of the country, in order to facilitate -
the settlement which they intended, and the danger

“of driving the natives to unite in some desperate

attempt agamst them, by such an ill-timed and un-
availing exercise of rigour. Instead of wastmg his
time in punishing past wrongs, he took precautions
for preventing any future injury. With this view,

‘he made choice of a situation more healthy and

commodious than that of Navidad. He traced out

P P. Martyr, dec. p. 22, &c. Herrera, dec 1, lib. i, €. 7. Os
Life of Columbus, c. 49, 50.
K2
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BOOK the plan of a town in a large plain near a spacious -

1493.

bay, and obliging every person to put his hand to
a work on which their common safety depended,
the houses and ramparts were soon so far advanced,
by their united labour, as to afford them shelter
and security. This rising city, the first that the

"Europeans founded in the New World, he named

Isabella, in hononr of his patroness the Queen of

" Castiled.

Discontent - In carrying on this necessary work, Columbus

of his fol-

lowers.

had not only to sustain all the hardships, and to en-
counter all the difficulties, to which infant colonies
are exposed when they settle in an uncultivated
country, but he had to contend with what was mere
insuperable, the laziness, the impatience, and mu-
tinous disposition of his followers. By the ener-
vating influence of a hot climate, the natural inac-
tivity of the Spaniards seemed to increase.. Many
of them were gentlemen, unaccustomed to the
fatigue of bodily labour, and all had engaged in the
enterprise with the sanguine hopes excited by the
splendid and exaggerated description of their coun-

.trymen who retarned from the first voyage, or by
. the mistaken opinion of Columbus, that the coun-

try which he had discovered was either the Cipango
of Marco Polo, or the Ophir, from which Solomon
imported those precious commodities which sud-
denly diffused such extraordinary riches through
his kingdom. But when, instead of that golden
Jharvest which they had expected to reap without

.a Life of Columbus, c. 51, Herrera, dec. 1. lib. ii. c. 10,
T P. Martyr, dec. p.29.
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. toil or pains, the Spaniards saw that their prospect 8 0 0 k
of wealth was remote as well as uncertain, and that
it could not be attained but by the slow and perse- 473’
vering efforts of industry, the disappointment of
those chimerical hopes occasioned such dejection
of mind as bordered on despair, and led to general
discontent. In vain did Columbus endeavour to
revive their spirits by pointing out the fertility of the
soil, and exhibiting the specimens of gold daily
brought in from different parts of theisland. They
had not patience to wait for the gradual returns
which the former might yield, and the latter they
despised as scanty and inconsiderable. The spirit
of disaffection spread, and a conspiracy was formed,
which might have been fatal to Columbus and the
colony. Happily he discovered it ; and, seizing the
ringleaders, punished some of them, sent others
prisoners into Spain, whither he dispatched twelve
‘of the ships which had served as transports, with
an earnest request for a re-enforcement of men and

a large supply of provisions®.

Meanwhile, in order to banish that ldleness 1494,
which, by allowing his people leisure to brood over f,’t‘o":‘,',';” ‘
their disappointment, nourished the spirit of dis- state of
content, Columbus planned several expeditions into ry, ™
‘the interior part of the country. He sent a detach-
ment, under the command of Alonzo de Ojeda, a
vigilant and enterprising officer, to visit the district
of Cibao, which was said to yield the greatest quan~
tity of gold, and followed him in person with the

main body of his troops. In this expedition he dis- March 12.

- s Herrera, dec. 1. lib.ii. ¢. 10, 11,
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B O P K played all the pomp of military magnificence, that
1. he could exhibit, in order to strike the imagination
1494, of the natives. He marched with colours flying,
- with martjal music, and with a small body of eavalry
_ that paraded semetimes in the front and sometimes
in the rear. As those were the first horses which
appeared in the New World, they were objects of
terror no less than of admiration to the Indians,
who, having no tame animals themselves, were un-
acquainted with that vast accession of power which
man hath acquired by subjecting them to his domi-
nion. They supposed them to be rational creatares,
They imagined that the horse and the rider formed
one animal, with whose speed they were astonished,
and whose impetuosity and strength they consi:
dered as irresistible. But while Columbus endea.
voured to inspire the natives with a dread of his
power, he did not neglect the arts of gaining their
love and confidence. He adhered scrppulously ta
the principles of integrity and justice in all his
transactions with them, and treated them, on every
occasion, not only with humanity, but with indul-
gence. The district of Cibao answered the descrip-
tion given of it by the natives. It was mountainous
and uncultivated, but in every river and brook gold
was gathered either in dust or in grains, some of
which were of considerable size. The Indians had
never opened any mines in search of gold. Ta
penetrate into the bowels of the earth, and to refine
the rude ore, were operations too complicated and
laborious for their talents and industry, and they
had no such high value for gold as to put their in-
genuity and invention upon the stretch in order tq -
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obtain it'. The small quantity of that preciousn.o o x
metal which they possessed, was either picked upin _ 1*
the beds of the rivers, or washed from the moun- .35,
tains by the heavy rains that fall within the tropics.

But, from those indications, the Spaniards could

no longer doubt that the countty gontained rich
treasures in its bowels, of which they hoped soon

to be-masters®. In order to secure the command

of this valuable province, Columbus erected a sinall -

fort, to which he gave the name of St. Thomas, by

way of ridicule upon some of his incredulous fol-
lowers, who would not believe that the country
produced gold, until they saw it with their own eyes,

and touched it with their hands™.

The account of thaose promising appearances of The d:-
wealth in the country of Cibao came very season- $<% 2
ably to comfort the desponding colony, which was tion of the
affected with distresses of various kinds. The stock 2‘,’?,,:{’"'
of provisions which had been brought from Europe
was mostly eonsumed ; what remained was so much
corrypted by the heat and moisture of the climate,
as to be almost unfit for use; the natives culti-
vated so small a portion of ground, and with so
little skill, that it hardly yielded what was sufficient
for their own subsistence; the Spaniards at Isabella
had hitherto neither time nor leisure to clear the
soil, s0 as to reap any considerable fruits of their
own industry. On all these accounts, they became
afraid of perishing with hunger, and were reduced
already to a scanty allowance, At the same time,

* Oviedo, Lib. ii. p. 90. A.
® P. Martyr, dec. p.32.
¥ Herrers, dec. 1, lib, ii. ¢, 13. Life of Columbus, e, 52.
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~

B 0 0 K'the diseases predommant in the torrid zone, and
I which rage chiefly in those uncultivated countries
1494. Where the hand of industry has not opened the
-woods, drained the marshes, and confined the rivers
‘within a certain ‘channel, began to spread among
‘them. Alarmed at the violence and unusual sym-
- ptoms of those maladies, they exclaimed against Co-
lumbus and his companions in the former voyage,
.who, by their splendid but deceitful descriptions of
Hispaniola, - had allured them -to quit Spain for a
g barbarous uncultivated land, where they must either
‘be cut off by famine, or die of unknown distempers.
' Several of the officers and persons of note, instead
of checking, joined in those seditious complaints.
Father Boyl, the apostolical vicar, was one of the
. " most turbulent and outrageous. It required all
' the authority and address of Columbus to re-esta-
blish subordination and tranquillity in the colony.
‘Threats' and promises were alternately employed
. for this purpose ; but nothing contributed more to
soothe the malecontents, than the prospect of find-
ing in the mines of Cibao, such a rich store of
treasure as would be a recompense for all their suf-
ferings, and efface the memory of former disappoint-
ments,
“Columbus  WWhen, -by his unweaned endeavours, concord
attempts
new disco-and order were so far restored that he could ven-
Vet ture to leave the island, Columbus resolved to pur-
sue his discoveries, that he might be able to ascer-
tain whether those new countries with which he
had opened a communication were connected with
any region of the earth already known, or whether
they were to be considered as a separate portmn of
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" the globe hitherto unvisited. He ‘appointed hisp 0 0 x
brother Don Diego, with the assistance of a coun- I
cil of officers, to govern the island in his absence; ¢,
and gave the command of a body of soldiers to

"Don Pedro Margarita, with which he was to visit
the different parts of the island, and endeavour to
establish the authority of the Spaniards among the -
inhabitants. Having left them very, particular in-
structions with respect to their conduct, he weighed
anchor on the 24th of April with one ship and two
small barks under his command. During a tedious
voyage of full five months, he had a trial of almost A
all the numerous hardships to which persons of his
profession are exposed, without making any disco- -
very of importance, except the island of Jamaica.
As he ranged al’ong the southern. coast of CubaX,

- he was entangled in a labyrinth.formed by an in-

credible number of small islands, to which he gave
the name of the Queen’s Garden: In this unknown
course, among rocks and shelves, he was retarded

by contrary winds, assaulted with furious storms,
and alarmed with the terrible thunder and light-
ning which is often almost incessant between the
tropics. At length his provisions fell short; his
crew, exhausted with fatigue as well as hunger,
murmured and threatened, and were ready to pro-
ceed to the most desperate extremities against him.

Beset with danger in such various forms, he was
obliged to keep continual watch, to observe every
occurrence with his own eyes, to issue every order, -
and to superintend the execution of it. On no oc-

* See NOTE XIX,
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B 0 O K casion was the extent of his skill and experience as
I, a navigator so much tried. 'To these the squadron
1494, owed its safety. But this unremitted fatigue of
body, and intense application of mind, averpower-
ing his constitution, though naturally vigorous and
robust, brought on & feverish disorder, which ter-
minated in a lethargy, that deprived him of sense
and memory, and had almost proved fatal to his

lifev.
Sept. 27, But, on his return to Hispaniola, the sudden
turn, finds €motion of joy which he felt upon meeting with
g‘:r‘t’m:f' his brother Bartholomew at Isabella, occasioned
mew ot such a flow of spirits as contributed greatly to his
Iiabells.  recovery. It was now thirteen years since the two
brothers, whom similarity of talents united in close
fnendshlp, had separated from each other, and dun.
ring that long period there had been no intercourse
between them. Bartholomew, after finishing his
negotiation in the court of England, had set out.
for Spain by the way of France. At Paris he re
ceived an account of 'the extraord,inary discoveries
which his brother had made in his first voyage, and
that he was then preparing to embark on a second
expedmon Though this naturally induced him to
pursue his journey with the utmost dispatch, the
admiral had sailed for Hispaniola before he reached
Spain. Ferdinand and Isabella received him with
the respect due to the nearest kinsman of a person
whose merit and services rendered him so conspi-
g cuous ; and as they knew what consolation his pre+

v Life of Columbus, c. 54, &c. Herrera, dec. 1. lib. ii. c. 13,
14. P. _Martyr, dec. I. p. 34, &c.
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sence would afford to his brother, they persuaded 0 0 K
him to take the command of three ships, which

they had appointed to carry provisions to the colony 1494,

at IsabellaZ,

He could not have arrived at any juncture when The In-
Columbus stood more in need of a friend capable Jians take
of assisting him with his counsels, or of dividing tguinst the
with him the cares and burden of government. For Spaniasds
although the provisions now brought from Europe
afforded a temporary relief to the Spaniards from the
calamities of famine, the supply was not in such
quantity as to support them long, and the island did
not hitherto yield what was sufficient for their suste-
nance. They were threatened with another danger,
still more formidablethan the return of scarcity, and
which demanded more immediate attention. No
sooner did Columbus leave the island on his voyage
of discovery, than the soldiers under Margarita, as if
they had been set free from discipline and subordina-
tion, scorned all restraint. Instead of conforming to
the prudent instructions of Columbus, they dis-
persed in straggling parties over the island, lived at
discretion upon the natjves, wasted their provisions,
seized their women, and treated that inoffensive race
with all the insolence of military oppression®.

As long as the Indians had any prospect that
their sufferings might come to a period by the volun-
tary departure of the invaders, they submitted in si-
lence, and dissembled their sorrow ; but they now
perceived that the yoke would be as permanent as
it was intolerable, The Spaniards had built a town,

* Herrera, dec. 1. Lib, ii, c. 15. = P, Martyr, dec, p. 47.
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1L

erected forts in different places. They had inclosed

1494, and sown several fields. It was apparent that they

came not to visit the country, but to settle in it.
Though the number of those strangers was inconsi-
derable, the state of cultivation among this rude
people was so imperfect, and in such exact propor-

* tion to their own consumption, that it was with

difficulty they could afford subsistence to their new
guests. Their own mode of life was so indolent
and inactive, the warmth of the climate so enerva-
ting, the constitution of their bodies naturally so
feeble, and so unaccustomed to the laborious exer-
tions of industry, that they were satisfied with a
proportion of food amazingly small. A handful of
maize, or a little of the insipid bread made of the
cassada-root, was sufficient to support men whose
strength and spirits were not exhausted by any vi-
gorous efforts either of body or mind. The Spa-
niards, though the most abstemious of all the Euro-
pean nations, appeared to ‘them excessively vora-
cious. One Spaniard consumed as much as several
Indians. This keenness of appetite surprised them
so much, and seemed to be so insatiable, that they
supposed the Spaniards had left their own country
because it did not produce as much as was requi-
site to gratify their immoderate desire of food, and
had come among them in quest of nourishment®.

Self-preservation prompted them to wish for the de-
parture of guests who ‘wasted so fast their slender
stock of provisions, The injuries which they suf-

b Herrera, dec. 1. Lib. ii. c. 17.
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fered added to their impatience for this event.B o0 0 K
They had long expected that the Spapiards would
retire of their own accord. They now perceived |7
that, in order to avert the destruction with which
they were threatened, either by the slow consump-

“ tion of famine, or by the violence of their oppres-
sors, it was necessary to assume courage, to attack
those formidable invaders with united force, and
drive them from the settlements of which they had
violently- taken possession.

Such were the sentiments which universally pre- | Warmth
vailed among the Indians, when Columbus returned '
to Isabella. Inflamed by the unprovoked outrages
of the Spaniards, with a degree of rage of which
their gentle natures, formed to suffer and submit,
seemed hardly susceptible, they waited only for a
signal from their leaders. to fall upon the colony.
Some of the caziques had already surprised and cut
off several stragglers. The dread of this impending
danger united the Spaniards, and re-established the
authority of Columbus, as they saw no prospect of
safety but in committing themselves to his prudent
guidance. It was now necessary to have recourse
to arms, the employing of which against the In-
dians Columbus had hitherto avoided with the
greatest solicitude. Unequal as the conflict may
seem, between the naked inhabitants of the New
World armed with clubs, sticks hardened in the
fire, wooden swords, and arrows pointed with bones
or flints, and troops accustomed to the discipline,
and provxded with the instruments of destruction
known in the European art of wir, “the situation of
the Spaniards was far from being exempt from dan-
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B 0 0 Kk ger. 'The vast superiority of the natives in number,

IL

1494.

1495.
March 24,

compensated many defects. An handful of men
was about to encounter a whole nation. One ad-
verse event, or even any unforeseen delay in deter-
mining the fate of the war, might prove fatal to the
Spaniards. Conscious that success depended on
the vigour and rapidity of his operations, Colum-
bus instantly assembled his forces. They were re«
duced to a very small number. Diseases, engen-
dered by the warmth and humidity of the country,
or occasioned by their own licentiousness, had ra-
ged among them with much violence; experience
had not yet taught them the art either of curing
these, or the precautions requisite for guarding
against them; two-thirds of the original adven-
turers were dead, and many of those who survived
were incapable of service®. The body which took
the field consisted only of two hundred foot, twenty
horse, and twenty large dogs ; and how strange
soever it may seem to mention the last as compo-
sing part of a military force, they were not perhaps
the least formidable and destructive of the whole,
when employed against naked and timid Indians.
All the caziques of the island, Guacanahari ex-
cepted, who retained an inviolable attachment to

" the Spaniards, were in arms to oppose Columbus,

with forces amounting, if we may believe the Spa-
nish historians, to a hundred thousand men. In-
stead of attempting to draw the Spaniards into the
fastnesses of the woods and mountains, they were
so imprudent as_to take their station in the Vega

- ¢ Life of Columbus, c. 61.
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Real, the most open plain in the country. Co-B o0 0 K
lumbus did not allow them time to perceive their I
error, or to alter their position. He attacked them |z
during the night, when undisciplined troops are

least capable of acting with union and concert, and
obtained an easy and bloodless victory. The con-
sternation with which the Indians were filled by the

noise and havock made by the fire-arms, by the im-
petuous force of the cavalry, and the fierce onset of

the dogs, was so great, that they threw down their
weapons, and fled without attempting resistance.
Many were slain ; more were taken prisoners, and
reduced to servituded; and so thoroughly were the

rest intimidated, that from that moment they aban-
doned themselves to despair, relinquishing all
thoughts of contending with aggressors whom they
deemed invincible.

Columbus employed several months in marchmg A tax im-
through the island, and in subjectmg it to the Spa- thes- e
nish government, without meeting with any oppo-
sition. He imposed a tribute upon all the inha-
bitants above the age of fourteen, Each person
who lived in those districts where gold was found,
was obliged to pay quarterly as much gold dust as
filled a hawk's bell; from those in other parts of
the country, twenty-five pounds of cotton were de-
manded. This was the first regular taxation of
the Indians, and served asa preeedent for exactions
still more intolerable. Suchan imposition was ex-
tremely contrary to those maxims which Columbus

¢ See NOTE XX.
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1495.

of treating them. But intrigues were carrying on
in the court of Spain at this juncture, in order. to
undermine his power, and discredit his operations,
which constrained him to depart from ‘his own sy-
stem of administration. Several -unfavourable

_accounts of his conduct, as well as of the coun-

v

tries discovered by him, had been transmitted to
Spain.. Margarita and Father Boyl were now at
court, and in order to justify their own conduct, or
to gratify their resentment, watched with malevo-
lent attention for every opportunity of spreading
insinuations to his detriment. Many of the cour-

“tiers viewed his growing reputation and power with

envious eyes.. Fonseca, archdeacon of Seville, who
was intrusted with the chief direction of Indian af-
fairs, had conceived such an unfavourable opinion

" of Columbus, for some reason which the contem-

porary writers have not mentioned, that he listened
with partiality to every invective against him. It
was not easy for an unfriended stranger, unprac-
tised in ¢ourtly arts, to counteract the machinations
of 30 many ememies. Columbus saw that there was
but one method of supporting his own credit, and
of silencing all his adversaries. He must produce
such a quantity of gold as would not only justify
what he had reported with respect to the. richness

~ of the country, but encourage F erdinand and Isa-

bella to persevere in prosecuting his plans. The
necessity of obtaining it, forced him not only to
impose this heavy tax upon the Indians, but to
exact payment of it with extreme rigour; and may
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be pleaded in excuse for his deviating on this occa- B 0 0 k
sion from the mildness and humanity with which -
he uniformly treated that unhappy people©. 1495,
The labour; attention, and foresight, which the }"ﬂtﬂ oeff-

Indians were obliged to employ in.procuring the that mea-
~ tribute demanded of them, appeared the most into- **-
lerable of all evils, to men accustomed to pass their
“days in a careless, improvident indolence. They

were incapable of such a regular and persevering
exertion of industry, and felt it such a grievous re-
straint upon their liberty, that they had recourse to

an expedient for obtaining deliverance from this

yoke, which demonstrates the excess of their im-
patienice and despair. They formed a scheme of
starving those oppressors whom they durst not at-

tempt to expel; and from the opinion which they
entertained with respect to the voracious appetite

of the Spaniards, they concluded the execution of

it to be very practicable. With this view they sus-
pended all the operations of agriculture ; they sowed

no maize, they pulled up the roots of the manioc

or cassada which were planted, and, retiring to the

most inaccessible parts of the mountains, left the -
uncultivated plains to theirenemies. This despe-

rate resolution produced in some degree the effects

which they expected. The Spaniards were reduced

to extreme want ; but they received such seasonable
supplies of provisions from Europe, and found so

many resources in their own ingenuity and indus-

try, that they suffered no great loss of men. The

¢ Herrera, dec. 1. lib, ii. ¢, 17. i
VOL. I. L .
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B 0 0 k wretched Indians were the victims of their own ill-
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1495.

Intrigues
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Columbus
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court of
Spain.

concerted policy. A great multitude of people,
shut up in the mountainous or wooded part of the
country, without any food but the spontaneous
productions of the earth, soon felt the utmost di-
stresses of famine. This brought on contagious
diseases ; and in the course of a few months more
than a third part of the inhabitants of the island
perished, after experiencing misery in all its various
forms".

But while Columbus was establishing the founda-

‘tions of the Spanish grandeur in the New World,

his enemies laboured with unwearied assiduity to
deprive him of the glory and rewards which, by his
services and sufferings, he was entitled to enjoy.
The hardships unavoidable in a new settlement, the
calamities occasioned by an unhealthy climate, the
disasters attending a voyage in unknown seas, were
all represented as the effects of his restless and in-.
considerate ambition. His prudent attention ;to
preserve discipline and subordination was denomi-
nated excess of rigour; the punishments which he
inflicted upon the mutinous and disorderly were
imputed to cruelty. These accusations gained such
credit in a jealous court, that a commissioner was
appointed to repair to Hispaniola, and to in-
spect into the conduct of Columbus. By the re-
commendation of his enemies, Aguado, a groom of

t Herrera, dec. 1. lib. xi. c. 18. Life of Columbus, c..61. .
Oviedo, lib. iii. p. 93. D. Benzon Hist. Novi Orbis, lib. i. c.9.
P. Martyr, dec, p. 48. '
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the bed-chamber, was the person to whom this im- B 0 0 X
portant trust was committed. But in this choice
they seem to have been more influenced by the ob- 1495,
sequious attachment of the man to their interest, '
than by his capacity for the station. Puffed up with
such sudden elevation, Aguado displayed, in the
exercise of this office, all the frivolous self-import-
ance, and acted with all the disgusting insolence,
-whieh are natural to little minds, when raised to
‘unexpected dignity, or employed in functions to
which' they are not equal. By listening with eager-
ness to every accusation against Columbus, and en-
eouraging not only the malcontent Spaniards; but
even the Indians, to produce their grievances, real
or imaginary,. he fomented the spirit of dissenfion
in the island, without establishing any regulations
of public utility, or that tended to redress the many
" wrongs, with the odium of which he wished to load
the admiral's administration. As Columbus felt
sensibly how humiliating his situation must be, i
he should remain in the country while such a par-
tial inspector observed his motions and controlled
his jurisdiction, he took the resolution of returning
to Spain, in order to lay a full account of all his
transactions, particularly with respect to the points
in dispute between him and his adversaries, before
Ferdinand and Isabella, from whose justice and
discernment he expected an equal and a favourable
decision. -He committed the administration of af- 1496,
fairs, during his absence, to Don Bartholomew, his
brother, with the title of Adelantado, or Lieutenant-
Governor. By a choice less fortunate, and which
proved the source of many calamities to the colony,
L2



148 HISTORY OF AMERICA.

BOOK he appomted Francis Roldan chnef justice, with very
-extensive povversg

_1496. In returning to Europe, Columbus held a course

Returus to different fromthat which he had taken in his for-

P mer voyage. He steered almost due east from Hi-

spaniola, in the parallel of twenty-two degrees of

latitude ; as experience had not yet discovered the

more certain and expeditious method of stretching

. to the north, in order to fall in with the south-west

winds. By this ill-advised choice, which, in the

infancy of navigation between the New and Old

Worlds, can hardly be imputed to the admiral as a

defect in naval skill, he was exposed to infinite fa-

tigue and danger, in a perpetual struggle with the

trade-winds, which blow without variation from the

east between the tropics. Notwithstanding the al-

most insuperable difficulties of such a navigation,

he persisted in his course with his usual patience

and firmness, but made so little way that he was

three months without seeing land. At length his

provisions began to fail, the crew was reduced to

the scanty allowance of six ounces of bread a-day

for each person. The admiral fared no better than

the meanest sailor. But, even in this extreme

distress, he retained the humanity which distin-

guishes his character, and refused to comply with

the earnest solicitations of his crew, some of whom

proposed to feed _upon the Indian prisoners whom

they were carrying over, and others insisted to

throw them overboard, in order to lessen the con-

sumption of their small stock. He represented

J Herrera, dec, 1. lib. ii, ¢, 18, lib. iii. c. 1.

\
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that they were human beings, reduced by a com-B 0 0 K

mon calamity to the same condition with them-
selves, and entitled to share an equal fate. His
authority and remonstrances dissipated those wild
ideas suggested by despair. Nor had they time to
recur; as he came soon within sight of the coast of
Spain, when all their fears and sufferings ended®,

1L .

1496.

Columbus appeared at court with the modest but His recep-

. tion
determined confidence of a man conscious not only

of integrity, but of having performed great services.
Ferdinand and Isabella, ashamed of their own faci-
lity in lending too favourable an ear to frivolous or
unfounded accusations, received him with such di-
stinguished marks of respect as covered his enemies
with shame. Their censures and calumnies were
no more heard of at that juncture. The gold, the
pearls, the cotton, and other commodities of value

which Columbus produced, seemed fully to refute.
what the malcontents had propagated with respect.

to the poverty of the country. By reducing the
Indiansto obedience, and imposing aregulartax upon
them, he had secured to Spain a large accession of
new subjects, and the establishment of a revenue that
promised to be considerable. By the mines which
he had found out and examined, a scource of wealth
still more copious was opened. Great and unex-
" pected as those advantages were, Columbus repre-
sented them only as preludes to future acquisitions,

and as the earnest of more important discoveries, -
which he still medxtabed and to which those he had

-

bk Herrera, dec. 1, lib, iii. c. i. Life of Columbus, c, 64.

there.
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already made would conduct him with ease and cers
tainty'. )

- The attentive consideration of all these circum4
stances made such an impression, not only upon
Isabella, who was flattered with the idea of being
the patroness of all Columbus’s enterprises, but even
upon Ferdinand, who, having originally expressed

‘his disapprobation of his schemes, was still apt to

doubt of their success, that they resolved to supply
the colony in Hispaniola with every thing which
could render it a permanent establishment, and to
furnish Columbus with such a fleet, that he might

-proceed to search for those new countries of whose

existence he seemed to be confident. The mea-
sures mast proper for accomplishing both these de-
signs were concerted with Columbus. Discovery
had been the sole object of the first voyage to the
New World ; and though, in the second, settlement
had been proposed, the precautions taken for that
purpose had either been insufficient, or were ren-
dered ineffectual by the mutinous spirit of the Spa-
niards, and the unforeseen calamities arising from
various causes. Now a plan was to be formed of a
regular colony, that might serve as a model in all
future establishments. Every particular was con-
sidered with attention, and the whole arranged with
a scrupulous accuracy. The precise number of ad-
venturers who should be permitted to embark was
fixed. They were to be of different ranks and pro-
fessions, and the proportion of each was establish-

i Life of Columbus, c. 65. Herrera, dec. 1. lib, iii, c. I.
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'ed according to their usefulness and the wants of 8 0 0 k
the colony. A suitable number of women was to , "
be chosen to accompany these new settlers. As it ,9q
was the first object to raise provisions in a country
where scarcity of food had been the occasion of so
much distress, a considerable body of husbandmen
.was to be carried over. As the Spaniards had then
no conception of deriving any benefit from those
productions of the New World which have since
 yielded such large returns of wealth to Europe, but
had formed magnificent ideas, and entertained san-
guine hopes with respect to the riches contained in
‘the mines which had been discovered, a band of
workmen, skilled in the various arts employed in
digging and refining the precious metals, was pro-
vided. All these emigrants were to receive pay and
subsistence for some years, at the public expensek.
“Thus far the regulations were prudent, and well A defect
adapted to the end in view. But as it'was foreseen ™™
that few would engage voluntarily to settle in a coun-
try whose noxious climate had been. fatal to so
many of their countrymen, Columbus proposed to
transport to Hispaniola such malefactors as had been ,
convicted of crimes which, though capital, were of
a less atrocious nature; and that for the future a
certain proportion of the offenders usually sent to
the galleys, should be condemned to labour in the
mines which were to be opened. This advice, given
without due reflection, was as inconsiderately adopt-
.ed. The prisons of Spain were drained, in order to
“collect members for the intended colonys and the

k Herrera, dec. 1. lib. iii. c. 2.
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B 0 O K judges empowered to try criminals were instructed

1L

1496,

to recruit it by their future sentences. It was not,
however, with such materials that the foundations
of a society, destined to be permanent, should be
laid. Industry, sobriety, patience, and mutual con-
fidence, are indispensably requisite in an infant set~
lement, where purity of morals must contribute
more towards establishing order, than the operation
or authority of laws. But when such a mixture of
what is corrupt is admitted into the original con-
stitution of the political body, the vices of those
unsound and ‘incurable members will probably in-
fect the whole, and must certainly be productive of
violent and unhappy effects. This the Spaniards
fatally experienced ; and the other European nations
having successively imitated the practice of Spain
in this particular, pernicious consequences have fol-"

- lowed in their settlements, which can be imputed to

Executed
slowly.

no other cause!.

Though Columbus obtained, with great facility
and dispatch, the royal approbation of every mea-
sure and regulation that he proposed, his endeavours
to carry them into execution were so long retarded,
as must have tired out the patience of any man less
accustomed to encounter and to surmount difficul-
ties. Those delays were occasioned partly by that
tedious formality and spirit of procrastination, with
which the Spaniards conduct business, and partly
by the exhausted state of the treasury, which was
drained by the expense of celebrating the marriage

* Herrera, dec. 1. lib.iii. c.2, Touron Hist. Gener. de
FAmerique, i. p. 51.
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of Ferdinand and Isabella’s only son with Margaret 8 0 0 Kk
of Austria, and that of Joanna, their second daugh- 1.
ter, with Philip Archduke of Austria™; but must 1496,
be chiefly imputed to the malicious arts of Colum-

bus’s enemies. Astonished at the reception which

he met with upon his return, and overawed by his
presence, they gave way, for some time, to a tide

of favour too strong for them to oppose. Their
enmity, however, was too inveterate to remain long
inactive. They resumed their operations ; and by

the assistance of Fonseca, the minister for Indian
affairs, who was now promoted to the bishopric of
Badajos, they threw in so many obstacles to pro-

tract the preparations for Columbus’s expedition,

that a year elapsed ® before he could procure two

ships to carry over a part of the supplies destined

for the colony, and almost two years were spent be-

fore the small squadron was equipped, of which he
himself was to take the command®.

This squadron consisted of six ships only, of no 149,
great burden, and but indifferently provided for a Third vor-
long or dangerous navigation. The voyage which loabus.
he now meditated was in a course different from
any he had undertaken. As he was fully persuaded
that the fertile regions of India lay to the south-
west of those countries which he had discovered, he
proposed as the most certain method of finding out
these, to stand directly south from the Canary or
Cape de Verd islands, until he came under the

o P, Martyr, epist. 168. n Life of Columbus, c. 65.
° Herrera, dec. 1. lib. ii. c. 9.
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BOOK equinoctial line, and then to stretch to the west be-

1498,
May 30,

July 4.

July 19.

fore the favourable wind for such a course, whieh
blows invariably between the tropics. With this
idea he set sail, and touched first at the Canary,
and then at the Cape de Verd islands. From the
former he dlspatched three of his shlps with a sup-
ply of provisions for the colony in Hispaniola :
with the other three, he continued his voyage to-
wards the south. No remarkable occurrence hap-
pened until they arrived within five degrees of the
line. There they were becalmed, and at the same

time the heat became so excessive, that ‘'many of

their wine casks burst, the liquors in others soured,
and their provisiens corrupted?. The Spaniards,
who had never ventured so far to the south, were
afraid that the ships would take fire, and began to
apprehend the reality of what the ancients had
taught concerning the destructive qualities of that
torrid region of the globe. They were relieved, in

-some measure, from their fears by a seasonable fall

of rain. This, however, though ‘so heavy and un-
intermitting that the men could hardly keep the

“deck, did not greatly mitigate the intenseness of

the heat. The admiral, who with his usual vigi-
lance had in person directed every operation from
the beginning of the voyage, was so much exhausted
by fatigue and want of sleep, that it brought on a
violent fit of the gout, accompanied with a fever.
All these circumstances constrained him to yield to
the importunities of his crew, and to alter his course

P P. Martyr, dec. p. 70.
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to ‘the north-west, in order to reach some of thes 0 0 X
Caribbee islands, where he rmght refit, and be sup-

plied with provisions. 145,
On the first of August, the man stationed in the I]’I'm'::

round top surprised them with the joyful cry of nent of .
Land! They stood towards it, and discovered aAmeric>
considerable island, which the admiral called T'ri-
nidad, a name it still retains. It lies on the ‘coast
of Guiana, near the mouth of the Orinoco. This,
though a river only of the third or fourth magni-
tude in the New World, far surpasses any of the
streams in our hemisphere. It rolls towards the
ocean such a vast body of water, and rushes into it
with such impetuous force, that when it meets the
tide, which on that coast rises to an uncommon
height, their collision occasions a swell and agita-
tion of the waves no less surprising than formidable.
In this conflict, the irresistible torrent of the river
so far prevails, that it freshens the ocean many
leagues with its floodd. Columbus, before he could
conceive the danger, was entangled among those
adverse currents and tempestuous waves, and it was
with the utmost difficulty that he escaped through
a narrow strait, which appeared so tremendous
that he called it La Boca del Drago. As soon as
the consternation which this occasioned, permitted
him to reflect upon the nature of an appearance so
extraordinary, he discerned in it a source of comfort
and hope. He justly concluded that such a vast
body of water as this river contained, could not be
supplied by any island, but must flow through a

9 Gumilla Hist, de I'Orenoque, tom. i. p. 14.
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BOO K country of immense extent, and of consequence
that he was now arrived at that continent which it
1498, had long been the object of his wishes to discover.
Full of this idea, he stood to the west along the
coast of those provinces which are now known by
the names of Paria and Cumana. He landed in
‘geveral places, and had some intercourse with the
people, who resembled those of Hispaniola in their
appearance and manner of life. . They wore, as or-
naments, small plates of gold, and pearls of consi-
derable value, which they willingly exchanged for
European toys. They seemed to possess a better
understanding, and greater courage, than the inha-
bitants of the islands. The country produced four-
footed animals of several kinds, as well as a great
variety of fowls and fruits*. The admiral was so
much delighted with its beauty and fertility, that,
with the warm enthusiasm of a discoverer, he
imagined it to be the Paradise described in Serip-
ture, which the Almighty chose for the residence of
man while he retained innocence that rendered
him worthy of such an habitation®. Thus Colum-
bus had the glory not only of discovering to man-
kind the existence of a New World, but made con-
siderable progress towards a perfect knowledge of
it; and was the first man who conducted the Spa-
niards to that vast continent which had been the
chief seat of their empire, and the source of their
treasures in this quarter of the globe. The shat-

r Herrera, dec, 1. Iib. iii. c. 9, 10, 11. Life of Columbus,
¢. 66—73. .

® Herrera, dec. 1, lib. iii, c¢. 12. Gomara, c. 84. See
NOTE XXI.
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tered condition of his ships, scarcity of provisions, B 0 0 Kk

his own infirmities, together with the impatience
of his crew, prevented him from pursuing his dis-
coveries any further, and made it necessary to bear
away for Hispaniola. In his way thither he dis-
covered the islands of Cubagua and Margarita,
which afterwards became remarkable for their pearl-

1498.

fishery. When he arrived at Hispaniola, he was Aug. 30.

wasted £o an extreme degree with fatigue and sick-
ness ; but found the affairs of the colony in such a
situation, as afforded him no prospect of enjoying
that repose of which he stood so much in need.

Many revolutions had happened in that country State of

durmg his absence. His brother, the adelantado,

Hispaniola
on his ar-

in consequence of an advice which the admiral gave rival there.

before his departure, had removed the colony from
Isabella to a more commodious station, on the op-
posite side of the island, and laid the foundation of
St. Domingo®, which was long the most consider-
able European town in the New World, and the
seat of the supreme courts in the Spanish domi-
nions there. As soon as the Spaniards were esta-
blished in this new settlement, the adelantado, that
they might neither languish in inactivity, nor have
leisure to form new cabals, marched into those parts
of the island which his brother had not yet visited

or reduced to obedience. As the people were un-

able to resist, they submitted every where to the
tribute which he imposed. But they soon found
the burden to be so intolerable, that, overawed as

they were by the superior power of their oppressors,

@ P, Martyr, dec. p. 56.
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B 0 O K they took arms against them. Those insurrections,
. however, were not formidable. A conflict with ti-
14%. mid and naked Indians was neither dangerous nor of
doubtful issye.

g‘;'lf‘m“?;“ But while the adelantado was employed against
them in the field, a mutiny of an aspect. far more
alarming broke out among the Spaniards. The
ringleader of it was Francis Roldan, whom Colum-

bus had placed in a station which required him to

be the guardian of order and tranquillity in the co-~
lony. A turbulent and inconsiderate ambition pre~
cipitated him into this desperate measure, so unbe-
coming his rank. The arguments which he em-
ployed to seduce his countrymen were frivolous and
ill-founded. He accused Columbus and his two
brothers of arrogance and severity ; he pretended

that they aimed at establishing an independent.do«
minion in the country ; he taxed them with an in-
tention of cutting off part of the Spaniards by hun-

ger and fatigue, that they might more easily reduce

the remainder to subjection; he represented it as
unworthy of Castilians, to remain the tame and
passive slaves of three Genoese adventurers. As

men have always a propensity to impute the hard-
ships of which they feel the pressure, to the mis-
conduct of their rulers; as every nation views with

a jealous eye the power and exaltation of foreigners,
Roldan’s insinuations made a deep impression on

his countrymen. His character and rank added
weight to them. A considerable number of the
Spaniards made choice of him as their leader ; and,
taking arms against the adelantado and his brother,
seized the King’s magazine of -provisions, and en-
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deavoured to surprise the fort at St. Domingo.s 0 0 k
This was preserved by the vigilance and courage of

Don Diego Columbus. The mutineers were obliged

to retire to the province of Xaragua, where they con-

tinued not only to disclaim the adelantado’s autho-

rity themselves, but excited the Indians ta throw off

the yoke¥.

Such was the distracted state of the colony when
Columbus landed at St. Domingo. He was asto-
nished to find that the three ships which he had
dispatched from the Canaries were not yet arrived.
By the unskilfulness of the pilots, and the violence
of currents, they had been carried a hundred and
sixty miles to the west of St. Domingo, and forced
to take shelter in a harbour of the province of Xara-
gua, where Roldan and his seditious followers were
cantoned. Roldan carefully concealed from the
commanders of the ships his insurrection against
the adelantado, and, employing his utmost address
to gain their confidence, persuaded them to set on
shore a considerable part of the new settlers whom
they brought over, that they might proceed by land
to St. Domingo. It required but few arguments
to prevail with those men toespouse his cause. They
were the refuse of the gaols of Spain, to whom idle-
ness, licentiousness, and deeds of violence were fa-
miliar ; and they returned eagerly to a course of
life nearly resembling that to which they had been
accustomed. The commanders of the ships per-
ceiving, when it was too late, their imprudence in

w Herrera, dec. 1. lib. 1ii. ¢. 5—8. Life of Columbus,
c 74-—77 Gomara, ¢, 23. P, Martyr, p. 78. .
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B 0 o K disembarking so many of their men, stood away for
St. Domingo, and got safe into the port a few days
after the admiral ; but their stock of provisions was
so wasted during a voyage of such long continuance,
that they brought little relief to the colony=*.
g;?n';’:;ﬂ. By this junction with a band of such bold and
dent con. desperate associates, Roldan became extremely for-
fuctof Co- midable, and no less extravagant in his demands.
Columbus, though filled with resentment at his in-
gratitude, and highly exasperated by the insolence
of his followers, made no haste to take the field.
He trembled at the thoughts of kindling the flames
of a civil war, in which, whatever party prevailed,
the power and strength of both must be so much
wasted, as might encourage the common enemy to
unite and complete their destruction. At the same
time, he observed, that the prejudices and passions
which incited the rebels to take arms, had so far
" infected those who still adhered to him, that many
of them were adverse, and all cold to the service.
From such sentiments, with respect to the public
interest, as well as from this view of his own sjtu-
ation, he chose to negotiate rather than to fight.
By a seasonable proclamation, offering free pardon
to such as should merit it by returning to their duty,
he made impression upon some of the malcontents.
By engaging to grant such as should desire it the
liberty of returning to Spain, he allured all those
unfortunate adventurers, who, from sickness and
disappointment, were disgusted with the country.
By promilsing to re-establish Roldan in his former

-

1498.

x Herrera, dec. 1. lib. iii. ¢, 12. Life of Columbus, c. 78, 79.
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oﬂice, he soothed his pride; and, by complyingB 0 0 K
with most of his.demands in behalf of his followers, , "

he satisfied their avarice.  Thus, gradually, and
without bloodshed, but after many tedious negotia-

tions, he dissolved this dangerous combination,

which threatened the colony with ruin; and re-

stored the appearance of order, regular government,

and tranquillity’.

In consequence of this agreement with the mu- A now
tingers, lands were allotted them in different parts of yettiement
theisland, and the Indians settled in each district were etablish-
appointed to cultivate a certain portion of ground
for the use of those new masters. The performance 1499.
of this work was substituted in place of the tribute
formerly imposed ; and how necessary soever such
a regulation might be in a sickly and feeble co-
lony, .it introduced among the Spaniards .the Re-
partimientos, or distributions of Indians established
by them in all their settlements, which brought
numberless calamities upon that unhappy people,
and subjected them to the most grievous oppres-
sion?. This was not the only bad effect of the in-
surrection in Hispaniola ; it prevented Columbus
from prosecuting his discoveries on the continent,

_as self-preservation obliged him to keep near his
person his brother the adelantado, and the sailors
whom he intepded to have emplayed in that ser-
vice. As soon as his affairs would permit, he sent
same of his ships to Spain with a journal of the -
voyage which he had made, a description of the

¥ Herrera, dec. 1. lib, iii. c. 13, 14. - Life of Columbus,
c. 80, &c. -

z Herrera, dec. 1, lib, iii. c. 14, &c,
VOL. I. M
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B 0 O K new countries which he had discovered, a chart of

1L
145.

The voy-
age of
Vasco de
Gama to
the East-
Indies, by
the Cape
of Good
Hope.

the coast along which he had sailed, and specimens
of the gold, the pearls, and other curions' or va-
luable productions which he had acquired by traf-
ficking with the natives. At the same time he
transmitted an account of the insurrection in His-
paniola he accused the mutineers not only of hav-
ing thrown the colony into such violent convulsions
as threatened its dissolution, but of having ob-
structed every attempt towards discovery and im-
provement, by their unprovoked rebellion against
their superiors, and proposed several regulations
for the better government of the island, as well as
the extinction of that mutinous spirit, which,
though suppressed at present, might séon burst out
with additional rage. Roldan and bis associates
did not neglect to convey to Spain, by the same
ships, an apology for their own conduct, together
with their recriminations upon the admiral and his
brothers. Unfortunately for the honour of Spain,
and the happiness of Columbus, the latter gained
most credit in the court of Ferdinand and Isabella,
and produced unexpected effects®,

" But, previous to the relating of these, itis proper to
take a view of some events, which merit attention,
both on account of their own importance, and their
connexion with the history of the New World.
While Columbus was engaged in his successive voy-
ages to the west, the spirit of discovery did not lan-
guishin Portugal, the kingdom whereit firstacquired

2 Herrera, \dec. 1. lib. iii. ¢. 14. Benzon. Hist. Nov. Orh.
lib. 1.c. 2. )
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Vigour, and became enterprising. Self-condemna- 8 0 0 k
tion and neglect were not the only sentiments to I
which the success of Columbus, and reflection upon  1499. °
their own imprudence in rejecting his proposals,
-gave rise among the Portuguese. They excited o
general emulation to surpass his performances,
and an ardent desire to make some -reparation to
their country for their own error. With this view,
Emannel, who inherited the enterprising genius of
his predecessors, persisted in their grand scheme of
opening a passage to the East-Indies by the Cape
of Good Hope, and soon after his accession to the
throne equipped a squadron for that important
voyage. He gave the command of it to Vasco de
Gama, a man of noble birth, possessed of virtue,
prudence and courage, equal to the station. The
squadron, like all those fitted out for discovery in
the infancy of navigation, was extremely feeble, con-
sisting only of three vessels, of neither burden nor
force adequate to the service. As the Europeans
were at that time little acquainted with the course
of the trade-winds and periodical monsoons, which
render navigation in the Atlantic Ocean, as well as
in the sea that separates Africa from India, at some
seasons easy, and at others not only dangerous but
almost impracticable, the time chosen for Gama’s
departure was the most improper during the whole
year. He set sail from Lisbon on the ninth of July, 1497.
“-and, standing towards the south, had to struggle for
four months with contrary winds before he could
‘reach the Cape of Good Hope. Here their violence Nov. 20.
began to -abate ; and during an interval of calm
weather, Gama doubled that formidable promon-
M 2
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B 0 O K tory, which had so long been the boundary of navi-

|18

1499.

.gation, and directed his course towards the north-
east, along the African coast. He touched at

several ports ; and after various adventures, which

the Portuguese historians relate with high but just

encomiums upon his conduct and intrepidity, he
.came to anchor before the city of Melinda.

Throughout all the vast countries which extend
along the coast of Africa, from the river Senegal to
the confines of Zanguebar, the Portuguese had

.found a race of men rude and uncultivated, stran-
.gers to letters, to arts, and commerce, and differing

from the inhabitants of Europe no less in their

features and complexion than in their manners and

institutions. As they.advanced from this, they ob-

.served, to their inexpressible joy, that the human

form gradually altered and improved ; the Asiatic
features began to predominate, marks of civilization

Aappeared letters were known, the Mahometan reli-

gion was established, and a commerce far from

‘being inconsiderable was carried on.. . At that time

several vessels from India were in the port of Me-

linda. Gama now pursued his voyage with almost
-absolute certainty of success, and, under the con-

duct of a Mahometan pilot, arrived at Calegut, upon
the coast of Malabar, on the twenty-second of May

-one thousand four hundred and ninety-eight. What

he beheld of the wealth, the populousness, the cul-

tivation, the industry, and arts of this highly-civi-

lized country, far surpassed any idea that he had
formed, from the imperfect accaunts which the Eu-
ropeans had hitherto received of it. But as he
possessed neither sufficient force to attempt a settle-

——
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ment, nor proper commodities with which he could 8 0 0 k
carry on commerce of any consequence, he hastened I
back to Portugal, with an account of his success in |-
performing a voyage, the longest, as well most dif-
ficult, that had ever been made since the first inven-
tion of navigation. He landed at Lisbon on the four-
teenth of September, one thousand four hundred:
and ninety-nine, two years two months and five days’
from the time he left that port®.

Thus, during the course of the fifteenth century,
mankind made greater progress in exploring the
state of the habitable globe, than in all the ages
which had elapsed previous to that period. The
spirit of discovery, feeble at first and cauticus,
moved within a very narrow sphere, and made its
efforts with hesitation and timidity. Encouraged
by success, it became adventurous, and boldly ex-
tended its operations. In the course of its pro-
gression, it continued to acquire vigour, and ad-
vanced at length with a rapidity and force which
burst through all the limits within which ignorance
and fear had hitherto circumscribed the activity of
the human race. Almost ﬁfty years were employed
by the Portuguese in creeping along the coast of
Africa from Cape Non to Cape de Verd, the latter
of which lies only twelve degrees to the south of the
former. In less than thirty years they ventured
beyond the equinoctial line ‘into another hemi-
sphere, and penetrated to the southern extremity
_ of Africa, at the distance of forty-nine degrees from
Cape de Verd During the last seven years of the

' b Ramusio, vol.i. 119. D.
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B 0 O K century, a New World was discovered in the West,
L ot inferior in extent to all the parts of the earth
14%9. with which mankind were at that time acquainted.
In the East, unknown seas and countries were

found out, and a communication, long desired, but
hitherto concealed, was opened between Europe

and the opulent regions of India. In comparison

with events so wonderful and unexpected, all that

had hitherto been deemed great or splendid faded

away and disappeared. Vast objects now presented
themselves. The human mind, roused and in-
terested by the prospect, engaged with ardour in
pursuit of them, and exerted its active powers in a

_ new direction.

Disco- This spirit of enterprise, though but newly
Tied o awakened in Spain, began soon to operate ex-
g‘?i:ja';:’;' ;. tensively. All the attempts towards discovery made.
venturers ; in that kingdom had hitherto been carried on by
Columbus alone, and at the expense of the Save-

reign., But-now private adventurers, allured by

the magnificent descriptions he gave of the regions

which he had visited, as well as by the specimens

of their wealth which he produced,. offered to fit

out squadrons at their own risk, and to go in quest

of new countries. The Spanish court, whose

scanty revenues were exhausted by the charge of

its expeditions to the New World, whieh, though

they opened alluring prospects of future benefit,

yielded a very sparing return of present profit, was
extremely willing to devolve the burden of discovery

upon its subjects. It seized with joy an opportu-

nity of rendering the avarice, the ingenuity, and

efforts of projectors instrumental in_promoting de-
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signs of certain advantage to the publie, though ofs 0 0 x
doubtful success with respect to themselves. One _ II-
of the first propositions of this kind was made by 1499,
Alonso de Ojeda, a gellant and active officer, who g’ef‘:;“
had accompanied Columbus in his second voyage. thece,
His rank and character procured him such credit
with the merchants of Seville, that they undertook
to equip four ships, provided he could obtain the
royal lisence, authorizing the voyage. The power-
ful patronage of the Bishop of Badajos easily se-
cured success in a suit so agreeable to the court.
Without consulting Columbus, or regarding the .
rights and jurisdiction which he had acquired by
the capitulation in one thousand four hundred and
ninety-two, Ojeda was permitted to set out for the
New World. In order to direct his course, the
bishop communicated to him the admiral’s journal
of his last voyage,  and his charts of the countries
which he had discovered. - Qjeda struck out into May.
no new path of navigation, but, adhering servilely
to the route which Columbus had taken, arrived
on the coast of Paria, Hetraded with the natives,
and, standing to the west, proceeded as far as Cape
de Vela, and ranged along a considerable extent of
coast beyond that on which Columbus had touched.
Having thus ascertained the opinion of Columbus, October.
that this country was a part of the continent, Ojeda
returned by way of Hispaniola to Spain, with some
. reputation as a discoverer, but with little benefit to
those who had raised the funds for the expedition®.
Amengo Vespucei, a Florentine gentleman, ac- is sconos.
lee r

b Herrera, dec. 1. lib.iv. c. 1, 2, 3,
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BOOK companied Q]eda in- this voyage. In what station

" 1499.
Amerigo
Vespucc:

he served, is uneertain; but ashe was an expe-
Tienced sailor, and emmently skilful in all the
sciences subservient fo navigatien, he seems to
have acquired such authority among hiscompaniens,
that they willingly allowed him to have a:chief share
in directing their opérations during the voyage:

- Soon after his return; he transmitted -an acceunt

from
whom the
name of

of his adventures and discoveries to one of his
countrymen ; and labouring- with the vanity of a
traveller to magnify his own exploits, he had the
address and confidence to fraine his - narrative. so
as to make it appear that he had the glory of having

‘first discovered the continént in the New World.

‘Amerigo’s account was drawn up not only with art,
but with some elegance. It contained an amusing
history. of his voyage, -and judicious obsetvations
‘upon the natural productlons, the inhabitants, and
the customs of the countries which he had. visited.
As it was the first description of any patt of the
New World that was published, a performance so -
well calculated to gratify the passion of mankind
for what is new and marvellous, circulated rapidly,
and was read with admiration. The country of
which Amerigo was supposed to be the discoverer,
came gradually to be called by his name. The

America s caprice -of mankind; often as unaceountable as un-

. gwen to
the New
World.

just, has perpetuated this error. By the universal
consent of nations, America is the name bestowed
on this new quarter of the globe. The bold pre-
tensions of a fortunate impostor have robbed the
discoverer of the New World of a distinction which
belonged to him. The name of Amerigo has sup-
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planted that of Columbus; and mankind may regret s 0 0 K
an act of injustice, which, having received the _ "
sanction of time, it is now too late to redress®.. 1499."

During the same year, another. voyage of disco- A
very was undertaken. Columbus not only. intro- o
duced the spirit of naval enterprise into Spain, but :
all the first adventurers who distinguished them-
selves-in this new caréer were formed by his in«

" structions, and acquired in his voyages the skill and
information which qualified them to imitate his
example. Alonso Nigno, who had served under voyage of
the admiral in his last expedition, fitted out a single ﬁ:;‘;:"
ship, in conjunction with Christopher Guerra, a
merchant of Seville, and sailed to the coast of Pa-

ria. This voyage seems to have been conducted

with greater attention to private emolument, than

to any general or national object. Nigno and
Guerra made no discoveries of any importance;

but they brought home such.a return of gold and
pearls, asinflamed their countrymen with the desire

of engaging in similar adventures?.

Soon after, Vincent Yanez Pinzon, one of the 1500,
admiral's companions in his first voyage, sailed J2% 1%
from Palos with four.ships. He stood boldly to- Yanez Pin-
wards the south, and was the first Spaniard who ™
ventured to cross the equinoctial line ; but he seems
to have landed on no part of the coast beyond the
mouth of the Maragnon, or river of the Amazons.

All these navigators adopted the. erroneous theory
of Columbus, and believed that the countries which

¢ See NOTE XXII.
4 P, Martyr, dec. p. 87. Herrera, dec, 1. lib. iv. c. 5,
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B o 0 k they had discovered were part of the vast continent
of Indiac.

1600.  During the last year of the fifteenth century, that
Th;fc:;tu— fertile district of America, on the confines of which
cover Bra. Pinzon bad stopped short, was more_fully disco-
=k vered. The successful voyage of Gama to the East,

Indies having encouraged the King of Portugal to
fit out a fleet so powerful as nat only to carry on
trade but to attempt conquest, he gave the coms
mand of it to Pedro Alvarez Cabral. In order to
avoid the coast of Africa, where he was certain of
meeting with variable breezes, or frequent calms,
which might retard his voyage, Cabral stood out ta
sea, and kept so far to the west, that, to his sur~
prise, he found himself upon the shore of an un-
known country, in the tenth degree heyond the
line, He imagined at first that-it was some island,
in the Atlantic Ocean, hitherto unobserved ; but,
proeeeding along its coast for several days, he was,
led gradually. to believe, that a country so extensive.
formed a part of some great continent. This lat-
ter opinion was well founded. The country with
which he fell in, belongs to that province in South
America now known by the name of Brasil. He
landed ; and having formed a very high idea of the
fertility of the soil, and agreeableness of the cli-
mate, he took possession of it for the crown of
Portugal, and dispatched a ship to Lisbon with an
account of this event, which appeared to be no less,
important than it was unexpected’. Columbus’s

¢ Herrera, dec. 1. lib. iv. ¢. 6. P, Martyr, dec. p 95,
f Herrera, dec. 1. lib. iv. c. 7. _
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discovery of the New World was the effort of anp 0 0 k
active genius enlightened by science, guided by '™
expetience, and acting upon a regular plan exe- 55
cuted with no less courage than perseverance. But

~ from this adventure of the Portuguese, it appears

that chance might have accomplished that great
design which it is now the pride of human reason

to have formed and perfected. If the sagacity of
Columbus had not conducted -mankind to Ame-

rica, Cabral, by a fortunate accident, might have

“led them, a few years later, to the knowledge of

that extensive continent®.-

While the Spaniards and Portuguese, by those Machi-
successive voyages, were daily acquiring more en- m‘:::
larged ideas of the extent and opulence of that quar- Columbus;
ter of the globe which Columbus had made known
to them, he himself, far from enjoying the tran-
quillity and honours with which his services should
have been recompensed, was struggling with every
distress in which the envy and malevolence of the
people under his command, or the ingratitude of the
court which he served, could involve him. Though
the pacification with Roldan broke the union and
weakened the force of the mutineers, it did not ex-
tirpate the seeds of discord out of the island. Se-
veral of the malecontents continued in arms, re-
fusing to submit to the admiral. "He and his bro-
thers were obliged to take the field alternately, in
order to check their incursions, or to punish their
crimes, .The. perpetual occupation and disquiet
which this created,. prevented him from giving due

¢ Herrera, dec. 1. lib. vii. c. 5.
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B 0 O K attention to the dangerous machinations of his ene-

ltl

1500

their in-
fluence on
Ferdinand
and Isa-
bella;

mies in the court of Spain. A good number of
'such as were most dissatisfied with his administra-
tion, had embraced the opportunity of returning to
Europe with the ships which he dispatched from
St. Domingo. The final disappointment of all
their hopes inflamed the rage of these unfortunate
adventurers against Columbus to the utmost pitch.
Their poverty and distress, by exciting compassion,
rendered their accusations credible, and their com-
plaints interesting. They teased Ferdinand and
Isabella incessantly with memorials, containing the
detail of their own grievances, and the articles of
their charge against Columbus. Whenever either
the King or Queen appeared in public, tbev sur-
rounded them in a tumultuary manner, ‘insisting
with importunate clamours for the payment of the
arrears due to them, and demanding vengeance
upon the author of their sufferings. They insulted
the admiral’s sons wherever they met them, re-
proaching them as the offspring of the projector,,
whose fatal curiosity had discovered those pernicious
regions ‘which drained Spain of its wealth, and
would prove the grave of its people. These avowed
endeavours of the malecontents from America to
ruin Columbus, were seconded b'y the secret but
mote dangerous insinuations of that party among
the courtiers, which had always thwarted hisschemes,
and envied his success and credit®.

ferdinand was disposed to listen, not only with
a willing but with a partial ear, to these accusa-

b Life of Columbus, c. 85,
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tions. Notwnthstandmg the :flattering accounts p 00K
whxch Columbus had given of the riches of Ame-
rica, the remittances from it had hitherto been so 559,
scanty, that they fell far short of defraying the ex-
pense of the armaments fitted out. The glory of
the discovery, together with the prospect of remote
commercial advantages, was all that Spain had yet
received in return for the efforts which she had
made. But time had already diminished the first
sensations. of joy which the discovery of a New
World occasiened, and fame alone was not an ob-
ject to satisfy the cold interested mind of Ferdi-
.nand. The nature of commerce was then so little
understood, that where immediate gain was not
acquired, the hope of distant benefit, or of slow and
-moderate returns, was totally disregarded. Ferdi-
nand considered Spain, on this account, as having
lost by the enterprise of Columbus, and imputed it
to his misconduct and incapacity for government,

< that a country abounding in gold had yielded no-
thing of value to its conquerors. Even Isabella,
who from the favourable opinion which she enter-
tained of Columbus had uniformly protected him,
was shaken at length by the number and boldness
.of his accusers, and began to suspect that a disaf-
fection so general must have been occasioned by
real grievances, which called for redress. The
Bishop of Badajos, with his usual animosity against
Columbus, encouraged these suspicions, and con-
firmed them.

As soon as the Queen began to give way to the fatal ef-

torrent of calumny, a resolution fatal to Columbus :f,f:s“
was taken. Francis de Bovadilla, a knight of Ca-
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B 0I 0 Klatrava, was hppointed to repair to Hispaniola, with

C.olumbus -

sent in

full powers to inquire into the conduet of Columbus,
and, if he should find the charge of mal-administra
tion proved, to supersede him, and assume the go-
vernment of the islarid. It was impossible to escape

‘condemnation, when this preposterous commission

made it the interest of the judge to pronounce the
person whom he was sent to try, guilty. Though
Columbus had now composed all the dissentions

in the island ; though he had brought both Spa-

niards and Indians to submit peaceably to his go-

‘vernment ; though he had made such effectual pro-
‘vision for working the mines, and cultivating the

country, as would have secured a considerable re-
venue to the King, as well as large profits to indi-

‘viduals ;- Bovadilla, without deigning to attend to

the nature or merit of those services, discovered
from the moment that he landed in Hispaniola, a
determined purpose of treating him as a criminal.
He took possession of the-admiral’'s house in St.
Domingo, from which its master happened at that
time to be absent, and seized his effects, as if his
guilt had been already fully proved; he rendered

‘himself master of the fort and of the King’s stores

by violence ; he required all persons to acknewledge

"him as supreme governor ; he set at liberty the

prisoners confined by the admiral, and summoned
him to appear before his tribunal, in order to an-
swer for his conduet; transmitting to him, toge-
ther with the summons,.a copy of the royal man-
date, by which Columbus was enjoined to yield im-
plicit obedience to his commands.

Columbus, though deeply affected with the in-
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‘gratitude and injustice of Ferdinand and Isabella, B 0 0 k
did not hesitate a moinent about his own conduct.

'He 'submitted to the will of his sovereigns with a 500,
respectful silence, and repaired directly to the court 0“?:: to
of that violent and paitial judge whom they had October.
authorized to try him. Bovadilla, without admitting

him into his presence, ordered him instantly to be
arrested, to be loaded with chains, and hurried on
board a ship. Even under this humiliating reverse

of fortune, the fitmness of mind which distinguishes

the character of Columbus did not forsake him.
Conscious of his own integrity, and solacing him-

self with reflecting upon the great things which he

had achieved, he endured this insult offeted to his
‘character, not only with composure but with dig-

nity. Nor had he the consolation of sympathy to
mitigate his sufferings. Bovadilla had already ren-
dered himself so extremely popular, by granting
various immunities to the colony, by liberal dona-
tions of Indiuns to all who applied for them, and by
relaxing the reins of discipline and government,

that the Spaniards, who were mostly adventurers,
whom their indigence or crimes had compelled to
‘abandon their native country; expressed the most
indecent satisfaction with the disgrace and impri-
'sonment of Columbus. They flattered themselves,

that now they should enjoy an uncontrolled liberty
more suitable to their disposition and former habits

of life. Among persons thus prepared to censure

the proceedings, and to asperse the character of
Columbus, Bovadilla collected materials for a
charge against him. All accusations, the most
improbable as well as inconsistent, were received.
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B 0 0 k No informer, however infamous, was rejected. The

IL
1500.

result of this inquest, no less indecent than partial,
he transmitted to Spain. At the same time he
ordered- Columbus, - with his two brothers, to be
carried thither in fetters; and, adding cruelty to
insult, he confined them in different ships, and ex-
cluded them from the comfort of that friendly in-

* tercourse which might have soothed their common

distress. But while the Spaniards in Hispaniola
viewed the arbitrary and.insolent proceedings of
Bovadilla with a general approbatian, which reflects
dishonour upon their name and country, one man

still retained a proper sense of the great actions
which Columbus had performed, and was touched

with the sentiments of veneration and pity due to

 his rank, his age, and his merit. Alonzo de Valejo,

Nov. 23.
set at li-

‘ deprived
of all au-
thority.

the captain of the vessel on board which the admiral

.was confined, as soon as he was clear of the island,
‘approached- his prisoner with great respect, and -
.offered to release him from the fetters with which

he was unjustly loaded. ¢ No,” replied Columbus
with a generous indignation, - “I wear these irons -
in consequence of an order from my sovereigns.

They shall find me as obedient to this as to their
other injunctions. By their command I have been

confined, and their command alone shall set me at

libertyi.”

Fortunately, the voyage to Spain was extremely

berty, but -ShOrt. As soon as Ferdinand and Isabella were in-

formed that Columbus was brought home a pri-

i Life of Columbus, ¢. 86. Herrera, dec. 1, lib. iv. c. 8—11.

‘AGomara Hlst c. 23, Oviedo, lib. ii. ¢.6.
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soner, and in chains, they perceived” at once whatB 0 0 x
universal astonishment this event must occasion, ("
and. what an impression to their disadvantage it 1500.
must make. . All Europe, they foresaw, would be
filled with indignation at this ungenerous requital
of a man who had performed actions worthy of the
highest recompense, and would exclaim against the
injustice of the nation, to which he had been such
an eminent benefactor; as well as against the ingra-
titude of the princes whose reign he had rendered
illustrious. Ashamed of their own conduct, and.
eager not only to make some reparation for this
injury, but to efface the stain which it might fix
upon their character, they instantly issued orders te Dec.17.
set Columbus at liberty, invited him to court, and
remitted money to enable him to appear there in a
manner suitable to his rank. When he entered the
royal presence, Columbus threw himself at'the feet
of his sovereigns. He remained for sometime silent;
the various passions which agitated his mind sup-
pressing his power of utterance. At length he re.
covered himself, and vindicated his conduct in a
long discourse, preducing the most satisfying proofs
of his own integrity as well as good intention, and
evidence, no less clear, of the malevolence of his
enemies, who, not satisfied with having ruined his
fortune, laboured to deprive him of what alone was
now left, his honour and his fame. Ferdinand re-
ceived him with decent civility, and Isabella with
tenderness and respect. They both expressed their.
sorrow for what had happened, disavowed their
knowledge of it, and joined in promising him pro-
tection and future favour.. But though they in-
VOL. I. N
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stantly degraded Bovadilla, in order to remové from
themselves any suspicion of having authorized his
violent proceedings, they did not restore to Colum-
bus his jurisdiction and privileges as viceroy of
those countries which he had discovered. - Though
willing toappear the avengers of Columbus’s wrongs,

-that illiberal jealousy which prompted them to in-

1501.
Progressof
discovery.

vest Bovadilla with such authority as put it in his
power to treat the admiral with indignity still sub-
sisted. They were afraid to trust a man to whom
they had been so highly indebted ; and retaining
him at court under various pretexts, they appointed
Nicholas de Ovando, a knight of the military order
of Alcantara, governor of Hispaniolak.

Columbus was deeply affected with this new in-
jury, which came from hands that seemed to be
employed in making reparation for his past suffer-
ings. The sensibility with which great minds feel
every thing that implies any suspicion of  their in-
tegrity, or that wears the aspect of an affront, is
exquisite. Columbus had experienced both from
the Spaniards, and their ungenerous conduct exas-
perated- him to such a degree, that he could no
longer conceal the sentiments which it excited.
Wherever he went he carried about with him, as a
memorial of their ingratitude, those fetters with
which he had been loaded. They were constantly
hung up in his chamber, and he gave orders, that
when he died they should be buried in his grave!.-

Meanwhile the spirit of discovery, notwithstand-

k Herrera, dec. 1. lib. iv. ¢. 10—12, Life of Columbus, e. 87.
1 Life of Columbus, c. 86. p. 577.
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ing the severe check which it had received by the B o o K
ungenerous treatment of the'man who first excited

it in Spain, continued active and vigorous. Rode- 55,
rigo de Bastidas, a person of distinction, fitted out January.
two ships in copartnery with John de la Cosa, who
‘having served under the admiral in two of his voy-

ages was deemed the most skilful pllot in Spain.

They steered directly towards the continent, arrived

on the coast of Paria, and, proceeding to the west,
discovered all the coast of the province now known

by the name of Tierra Firme, from Cape de Vela

to the Gulf of Darien. Not long after Ojeda, with

hie former associate Amerigo Vespucci, set out

upon a second voyage, and, being unacquainted with

the destination of Bastidas, held the same course

and touched at the same places. The voyage of
Bastidas was prosperous and lucrative, that of Ojeda
unfortunate. But both tended to increase the ar-

dour of discovery; for in proportion as the Spaniards
acquu'ed a more extensive knowledge of the Ame-

Tican continent, their idea of its opulence and fer-

tility increased ™.

Before these adventurers returned from their Ovando
voyages, a fleet was equipped, at the public expense, ;‘;‘;‘e’;’:"’f
for carrying over Ovando, the new governor, to His- of 1;:89&-
paniola. His presence there was extremely requi-
site, in order to stop the inconsiderate career of Bo-
vadilla, whose imprudent administration threatened
the settlement with ruin. Conscious of the violence
and iniquity of his proceedings against Columbus,

“he continued to make it his sole object to gain the

m Herrera, dec. 1.lib.iv. ¢, 11,
N2

\
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favour and support of his countrymen, by accom-
modating himself to their passions and prejudices.
With this view, he established regulations in every
point the reverse of those which Columbus deemed
essential to the prosperity of the colony. Instead
of the severe discipline, necessary in order to habi-
tuate the dissolute and corrupted members of which
the society was composed, to the restraints of law
and subordination, he suffered them to enjoy such
uncontrolled license, as encouraged the wildest ex-
cesses. Instead of protecting the Indians, he gave
a legal sanction to the oppression of that unhappy
people. He took the exact number of such as sur-
vived their past calamities, divided them into di-
stinct .classes, distributed them in property among

his adherents, and reduced all the people of the

island to a state of complete servitude. As the
avarice of the Spaniards was too rapacious and im-
patient to try'any method of acquiring wealth but
that of searching for gold, this servitude became as
grievous as it was unjust. 'The Indians were dri-
ven in crowds to the mountains, and compelled to
work in the mines, by masters who imposed their
tasks without mercy or discretion. Labour so dis-
proportioned to their strength and former habits of
life, wasted that feeble race of men with such rapid
consumption, as must have soon terminated in the
utter extinction of the ancient .inhabitants of the
country”.

The necessity of applying a speedy remedy to

n Herrera, dec. 1. lib. iv. c. 11, &c. Oviedo Hist, lib, iii, c. 6.
p 97. Benzon Hist. lib. i, c. 12.p. 51.
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those disorders, hastened Ovando’s departure. HeB 0 0 K

had the command of the most respectable armament ,

hitherto fitted out for the New World. It consist- 150),

ed of thirty-two ships, on board of which two thou-

sand five hundred persons embarked with an in-

tention of settling in the country. Upon the ar- 1502.

rival of the new governor with this powerful rein-

forcement to the colony, Bovadilla resigned his

charge, and was commanded to return instantly to

Spain, in order to answer for his conduct. Roldan

and the other ringleaders of the mutineers, who had

been most active in opposing Columbus, were re-

quired to leave the island at the same time. A pro-

clamation was- issued, declaring the - natives to be

free subjects of Spain, of whom no service was to

be expected eontrary to their own inclination, and

without paying them an adequate price for their la-

bour. With respect to the Spaniards themselves,

various regulations were made, tending to suppress

the licentious spirit which had been so fatal to the

colony, and to establish that reverence for law and

order on which society is founded, and to which it

is indebted for its increase and stability. In order

to limit the exorbitant gain which private persons

were supposed to make by working the mines, an

ordinance was published, directing all the gold to

be brought to a public smelting-house, and declaring

one half of it to be the property of the erown®. :
While these steps were taking for securing the The dis-

greeable

tranquillity and welfare of the colony which Colum- situation of
Columbus.

" © Solorzano Politica Indiana, lib. i. c. 12. Herrera, dee, 1.
lib, iv. c. 12. .
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BOO xbus had planted, he himself was ‘engaged in the

I unpleasant employment of soliciting the favour of

1502. an ungrateful court, and noththstnndmg all his

' merit and services, he solicited in vain. He de-

manded, in terms of the original capitulation in one

thousand four hundred and ninety-two, to be re-

- instated in his office of viceroy over the countries

which he had discovered. By a strange fatality,

the circumstance which he urged in support of his

claim, determined a jealous monarch to reject it.

The greatness of his discoveries, and the prospect

of their increasing value, made Ferdinand consider

the concessions in the capitulation as extravagant

and impolitic. He was afraid of intrusting a sub-

ject with the exercise of a jurisdiction that now ap-

peared to be so extremely extensive, and might

grow to be no less formidable. He inspired Isa-

bella with the same suspicions ; and under various

pretexts, equally frivolous and unjust, they eluded

all Columbus’s requisitions to perform that which a

solemn compact bound them to accomplish. After

attending the Court of Spain for near two years,

as an humble suitor, he found it impossible to re-

move Ferdinand’s prejudices and apprehensions;

and perceived at length that he laboured in vain,

when he urged a claim of justice or merit with an
interested and unfeeling prince.

Heforms  But even this ungenerous return did not discou-

' new

schemes of Tage him from pursuing the great object which first

discovery. called forth his: inventive genius, and excited him
to attempt discovery. To open a new passage to
the East Indies was his original and favourite scheme.
This still engrossed his thoughts; and either from-
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his own observations in.his voyage to Paria, or from B 0 0 k

some obscure hint of the natives, or from the ac-
counts given by Bastidas and de la Cosa of their
expedition, he conceived an opinion that beyond

the continent of America there was a sea which-

extended to the East Indies, and hoped to find some
strait or narrow neck of land, by which a commu-
nication might be opened with it and the part of
the ocean already known. By a very fortunate con-
jecture, he supposed this strait or isthmus to be si-
tuated near the Gulf of Darien. Full of this idea,
though he was now of an advanced age, worn out
with fatigue, and broken with infirmities, he offered,
with the alacrity of a youthful adventurer, to un-
dertake a voyage which would ascertain this impor-
tant point, and perfect the grand scheme which
from the beginning he proposed to accomplish.
Several circumstances concurred in disposing Fer-
dinand and Isabella to lend a favourable ear to this
proposal. They were glad to have the pretext of
any honourable employment for removing from
court a man with whose demands they deemed it
impolitic to comply, and whose services it was in-
decent to neglect. - Though unwilling to reward
Columbus, they were not insensible of his merit,
and from their experxence of his skill and conduct,

had reason to give credit to his conjectures, and to

confide in his success. To these considerations, a
third must be added of still more powerful influence.
~ About this time the Portuguese fleet, under Cabral
arrived from the Indies ; and, by the richness of i its
cargo, gave the people of Europe a more perfect
Jidea than they had hitherto been able to_form, of

1L

1502.
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$ 0 0 K the opulence and fertility of the East. The Por-

1L

1502;

His fourth

voyage.

tuguese had been more fortunate in their discoveries
than the Spaniards. They had opened a commu-
nication with countries where industry, arts, and
elegance flourished ; and where commerce had been
longer established, snd carried to greater extent,
than in any region of the earth.” Their first voyages
thither yielded immediate as well as vast returns of
profit, in commodities extremely precious and in
greatrequest. Lisbon became immediately the seat
of commerce and wealth; while Spain had only
the expectation of remote benefit, and of future
gain, from the western world. Nothing, then, could
be more acceptable to the Spaniards than Colum-
bus’s offer to conduct them to the East, by a route
which he expected to be sharter, as well as less dan-
gerous, than that which the Portuguese had taken.
Even Ferdinand was roused by such a prospect, and ,
warmly approved of the undertaking.

But interesting as the object of this voyage was
to the nation, Columbus could procure only four
small barks, the largest of which did not exceed se-
venty tons in burden, . for performing it. Accus-
tomed to brave danger, and to engage in arduous
undertakings with inadequate force, he did not he-
sitate ta accept the command of this pitiful squa-
dron. His brother Bartholomew, and his second
son Ferdinand, the historian of his actions, accom-
panied him. - He sailed from Cadiz on the ninth
of May, and touched, as usual, at the Canary is-
lands ; from thence he proposed to have stood di-
rectly for the continent ; but his largest vessel was
so clumsy and unfit for service, as constrained him
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to bear away for Hispaniola, in hopes of exchanging B 0 0 k
her for some ship of the fleet that had carried out , ™
Ovando. When he arrived at St. Domingo, he 1502,
found eighteen of these ships ready loaded, and on June 20.
the point of departing for Spain. Columbus im-
mediately acquainted the governor with the desti-
nation of his voyage, and the accident which had
obliged him to alter his route. He requested per-
mission to enter the harbour, not onlythat he might
negotiate the exchange of his ship, but that he
might take shelter during a violent hurricane, of
which he discerned the approach from various pro-
gnostics which his experience and sagacity had
taught him to observe. On that account, he ad-
vised him likewise to put off for soine days the de-
parture of the fleet bound for Spain. But Ovando
refused his request, and despised his counsel. Un-

" der circumstances in which humanity would have
afforded refuge to a stranger, Columbus was denied
admittance into a country of which he had discover-

ed the existence and acquired the possession. His
salutary warning, which merited the greatest atten-

tion, was regarded as the dream of a visionary pro-
phet, who arrogantly pretended to predict an event
beyond the reach of human foresight. The fleet

- set sail for Spain. Next night the hurricane came

on with dreadful impetuosity. Columbus, aware

of the danger, took precautions against it, and saved

his little squadron. The fleet destined for Spain

met with the fate which the rashness and obstinacy

of its commanders deserved. Of eighteen ships two

or three only escaped. In this general wreck pe-
rished Bovadilla, Roldan, and the greater part of
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July 14.
Searches
in wain for

Columbus, and oppressing the Indians. Together
- with themselves, all the wealth which they. had ac-
quired by their-injustice and cruelty was swallowed
up. It exceeded in value two hundred thousand
peses ; an immense sum at that period, and suffi-
cient not only to have screened them from any se-
vere scrutiny into their conduct, but to have secured
them a gracious reception in the Spanish court.
Among the ships that escaped, one had on board
all the effects of Columbus which had been reco-
vered from the ruins of his fortune. Historians,
struck with the exact discrimination of characters,
as well as the just distribution of rewards and pu-
nishments, conspicuous in those events, universally
attribute them to an immediate interposition of Di-
vine Providence, in order to avenge the wrongs of
an injured man, and to punish the oppressors of an
innocent people. Upon the ignorant and super-
stitious race of men, who were witnesses of this oc-
currence, it made a different impression. From
an opinion which vulgar admiration is apt to enter-
tain with respect to persons who have distinguished
themselves by their sagacity and inventions, they
believed Columbus to be possessed of supernatural
powers, and imagined that he had conjured up this
dreadful storm by magical art and incantations in
order to be avenged of his enemies?.

Columbus soon left Hispaniola, where he met
with such an inhospitable reception, and stood to-

P Oviedo, lib. iiis ¢. 7. 9. Herrera, dec. 1. lib.v.c. 1, 2.
Life of Columbus, c. 8S.
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wards the continent. After a tedious and danger-8 0 0 K
ous voyage, he discovered Guanaia, an island not -
far distant from the coast of Honduras. There he 1502
had an interview with some inhabitants of the con- & Pa22ge
tinent, who arrived in a large canoe. They ap- dianocean.
peared to be a people more civilized, and who had

made greater progress in the knowledge of useful

arts, than any whom he had hitherto discovered.
Inreturn to the inquiries which the Spaniards made,

with their usual eagerness, concerning the places
where the Indians got the gold which they wore by.

way of ornament, they directed them to countries
situated to the west, in which gold was found in

such profusion, that it was applied to the most com-

mon uses. Instead of steering in quest of a coun-

try so inviting, which would have conducted him.

along the coast of Yucatan to the rich Empire of
Mexico, Columbus was so bent upon his favourite
scheme of finding qut the strait which he supposed

to communicate with the Indian Ocean, that he

bore away to the east towards the gulf of Darien.

In this navigation he discovered all the coast of the
continent, from Cape Gracias a Dios to a harbour
which, on account of its beauty and security, he
called Porto Bello. He searched in vain for the
imaginary strait, through which he expected. to

make his way into an unknown sea; and though

he went on shore several times, and advanced into

the country, he did not penetrate so far as to cross

the narrow isthmus which separates the Gulf of
Mexico from the great Southern Ocean. He was

so much delighted, however, with the fertility of

the country, and conceived such an idea of its
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B 0 0 K wealth, from the specimens of gold produced by
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the natives, that he resolved to leave a small colony
upon the river Belen, in the province of Veragua,
under the command of his brother, and to return
himself to Spain, in order to procure what was re-
quisite for rendering the establishment permanent.
But the ungovernable spirit of the people under his
command, deprived Columbus.of the glory of plant-
ing the first colony on the continent of America.
Their insolence and rapaciousness provoked the na-
tives to take arms; and as these were a more hardy
and warlike race of men than the inhabitants of the
islands, they cut off part of the Spaniards, and obliged
the rest to abandon a station which was found to
be untenabled. ‘

'Fhis repulse, the first that the Spaniards met
with from any of the American nations, was not the
only misfortune that befel Columbus; it was fol-
lowed by a succession of all the disasters to which
navigation is exposed. Furious hurricanes, with
violent storms of thunder and lightning, threatened
his leaky vessels with destruction; while his dis-
contented crew, exhausted with fatigue and desti-
tute of provisions, was unwilling or unable to exe-
cute his commands. One of his ships perished ;
he was obliged to abandon another, as unfit for ser-
vice ; and with the two which remained, he quitted
that part of the continent, which in his anguish he
named the Coast of Vexation®, and bore away for

1 Herrera, deé. 1.1ib. v. c. 5, &c. Life of Columbus, c. 89, &c.
Oviedo, lib iii. c. 9.
¥ La Costa de los Contrastes.
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Hispaniola. New distresses awaited him in thisvoy- B 0 0 k
age. He was driven back by a violent tempest from "
the coast of Cuba, his ships fell foul of one another, 1503.
and were so much shattered by the shock, that with

the utmost difficulty they reached Jamaica, where Jane 24.
he was obliged to run them aground, to prevent
them from sinking. The measure of his calamities
seemed now to be full. He was cast ashore upon

an island at a considerable distance from the only
settlement of the Spaniards inAmerica. His ships

were ruined beyond the possibility of being repaired.

To convey an account of his situation to Hispaniola,
appeared impracticable ; and without this it was

vain to expect relief. His genius, fertile in re-
sources, and most vigorous in those perilous extre-
mities when feeble minds abandon themselves to
despair, discovered the only expedient which af.
forded any prospect of deliverance. He had re-
course to the hospitlable kindness of the natives,

who, considering the Spaniards as beings of a supe-

rior nature, were eager, on every occasion, to mi-
nister to their wants. From them he obtained two

of their canoes, each formed out of the trunk of a
single tree hollowed with-fire, and so mis-shapen

and awkward as hardly to merit the name of boats.

In these, which were fit only for creeping along the
coast, er cressing from ene side of a bay to another,
Mendez, a Spaniard, and Fieschi, a Genoese, two
gentlemen particularly attached to Columbus, gal-
lantly offered to set out for Hispaniola, upon a voy-

age of above thirty leagues®. This they accom-

* Oviedo, lib, iii. €. 9.
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dangers, and enduring such fatigues that several of
the Indians who accompanied them sunk under it,
and died. The attention paid to them by the go-
vernor of Hispaniola was neither such as their cou-
rage merited, nor the distress of the persons from
whom they came required. Ovando, from a mean
jealousy of Columbus, was -afraid of allowing him
to set foot in the island under his government.
This ungenerous passion hardened his heart against
every tender sentiment, which reflection upon the
services and misfortunes of that great man, or com-
passion for his own fellow citizens involved in the
same calamities, must have excited. Mendez and
Fieschi spent eight months in soliciting relief for
their commander and associates, mthout any pre-
spect of obtaining it.

‘During this period, various passions agitated the
mind of Columbus and his companions in adver-
sity. At first, the expectation of speedy deliverance,
from the success of Mendez and Fieschi’s voyage,
cheered the spirits of the most desponding. "After
some time the most timorous began to suspect that
they had miscarried in their daring attempt. At
length, even the most sanguine concluded that they
had perished. The ray of hope which had broke
in upon them, made their condition appear now
more dismal. Despair, heightened by disappoint-
ment, settled in everybreast. Their last resourcehad
failed, and nothing remained but the prospectof end-
ing their miserable days among naked savages, far
fromtheircountryand their friends. The seamen, in
atransport of rage, rose in open mutiny, threatened,
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the life of Columbus, whom they reproached asp 0 o
the author of all their calamities, seized ten canoes, I
which they had purchased from the Indians, and, j554
despising his remonstrances and entreaties, made )
off with them to a distant part of the island. At

the same time the natives murmured at the long
residence of the Spamards in their country. As
their mdustry was not greater thdn that of their
neighbours in Hispaniola, like them they found the
burden of supporting so many strangers to be alto-
gether intolerable. 'They began to bring in provi-
sions with reluctance, they furnished them with a
sparing hand, and threatened towithdraw those sup-

plies altogether.  Such a resolution must have been
quickly fatal to the Spaniards. Their safety de-
pended upon the good will of the Indians ; and un-

less they could revive the admiration and reverence

with which that simple people had at first beheld
them, destruction was unavoidable. .Though the
licentious proceedings of the mutineers had in a
great measure effaced those impressions which had
been so favourable to the Spaniards, the ingenuity

of Columbus suggested a happy artifice, that not
only restored but heightened the high opinion
which the Indians had originally entertained of
them. By his skill in astronomy, he knew that
there was shortly to be a total eclipse of the moon.

He assembled all the principal persons of the di-
strict around him on the day beforeit happened, and,

after reproaching them for their fickleness in with-

" drawing their affection and assistance from men
whom they had lately revered, he told them, that

the Spaniards were servants of the Great Spirit who
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that he, offended at their refusing to support men
who were the objects of his peculiar favour, was
preparing to punish this crime with- exemplary se-
verity, and that very night the moon should with-
hold her light, and appear of a bloody hue, as a sign
of the divine wrath, and an emblem of the ven-
geance ready to fall upon them. To this marvel-
lous prediction some of them listened with the
careless indifference peculiar to the people of Ame-
rica ; others, with the credulous astonishment na-
tural to barbarians. But when the moon began
gradually to be darkened, and at length appeared

. of ared colour, all were struck with terror. They

ran with consternation to their houses, and return-
ing instantly to Columbus loaded with provisions,
threw them at his feet, conjuring him to intercede
with the Great Spirit to avert the destruction with
which they were threatened. Columbus, seeming

- to be moved by their entreaties, pfomised to com-

A cruel
addition
to them.

ply with their desire. The eclipse went off, .the
moon recovered its splendour, and fiom that day
the Spamards were not only furnished profusely
with provisions, but the natives, with superstltlous
attention, avoided every thing that could give them .
offence. :

During those transactions, the mutineers had
made repeated attempts to pass over to Hispaniola
in the canoes which they had seized. But, from

- their own misconduct, or the violence of the winds

t Life of Columbus, c. 103. Herrera, dec. 1. lib, vi. ¢. 5, 6
Benzon, Hist, lib. i, ¢, 14, .
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and currents, their efforts were all unsuccessful. B 0 0 K
Enraged at this disappointment, they marched to- ‘
wards that part of the island where Columbus re- 5,
mained, threatening him with new insults and
danger. While they were advancing, an event
happened, more cruel and afflicting than any ca-
lamity which he dreaded from them. The governor
of Hispaniola, whose mind was still filled with
some dark suspicions of Columbus, sent a small
bark to Jamaica, not.to deliver his distressed
countrymen, but to spy out their condition. Lest
the sympathy of those whom he employed should
afford them. relief, contrary to his intention, he
gave the command of this vessel to Escobar, an
inveterate enemy of Columbus, who, adhering to
his instructions with malignant accuracy, cast
anchor at some distance from the island, ap-
proached the shore in a small boat, observed.the
wretched plight of the Spaniards, delivered a letter
- of empty compliments to the admiral, received his
answer, and departed. When the Spaniards first °
descried the vessel standing towards the island,
every heart exulted, as if the long expected hourof
their deliverance had at length arrived ; but when
it disappeared so suddenly, they sunk into the
deepest dejection, and all their hopes died away.
Columbus alone, though he felt most sensibly this
wanton insult which Ovando added to his past neg-
lect, retained such compesure of mind as to be
able to cheer his followers. He assured them, that
Mendez and Fieschi had reached Hispaniola in
safety ; that they would speedily procure ships to
carry them off; but, as Escobar’s vessel could not
VOL, I. - o



194

HISTORY OF AMERICA.

B 0 O K take them all on board, that he had refused to go

II.
1504,

May éO.

with her, because he was determined never to
abandon the faithful companions of his distress.
Soothed with the expectation of speedy deliverance,
and delighted with his apparent generosity in at-
tending more to their preservation than to his own
safety, their spirits revived, and he regained their
confidence®. .
Without this confidence he could not have re-
sisted the mutineers, who were now at hand. - All
his endeavours to reclaim those desperate men had
no effect but to increase their phrensy. Their de-
mands became every day more extravagant, and
their intentions more violent and bloody. The
common safety rendered it necessary to oppose them
with open force. - Columnbus, who had been long
afflicted with the gout, could not take the field.
His brother, the adelaptado, marched against
them. They quickly met. The mutineers rejected
with scorn terms of accommodation, which were
once more offered them, and rushed on boldly to
the attack. They fell not upon an enemy un-

- prepared to receive them. In the first shock,

several of their most daring leaders were slain.
The adelantado, whose strength was equal to his
courage, closed with their captain, wounded, dis-
armed, and took him prisoner*. - At sight of this,
the rest fled with a dastardly fear suitable to their
former insolence. Soon after, they submitted in a
body to Columbus, and bound themselves by the

® Life of Columbus, c. 104. Herrera, dec. 1. lib. vi. c. 17.
x Life of Columbus, c. 107, Herrera, dec. 1. lib. vi. c. 11,
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. most solemn oaths to obey all his commands.B 0 o K

"Hardly was tranquillity re-established, when the
ships appeared, whose arrival Columbus had pro- 1504,
mised with great address, though he could foresee - '
it with little certainty. With transports of joy, the

- Spaniards _quitted an island in which the unfeeling -

.jealousy of Ovando had suffered them to languish
above a year, exposed to misery in all its various

.forms.

When they arrived at St. Domingo, the go- His de-
.vernor, with the mean artifice of a vulgar mind, ivsrance,
.that labours to atone for insolence by servility, at Hispa-
fawned on the man whom he envied, and had at- "
-tempted to ruin.  He received Columbus with the
.most studied respect, lodged him in his own house,

and distinguished him with every mark of honour.
.But amidst those over-acted demonstrations of re-
.gard, he could not conceal the hatred and malig-
nity latent in his heart. He set at liberty the cap-
tain of the mutineers, whom Columbus had brought
over in chains to be tried for his crimes; and -
threatened such as had adhered to the admiral with
proceeding to a judicial inquiry into their conduct.
Columbus submitted in silence to what he could
not redress ; but discovered an extreme impatience
to quit a country which was under the ]utmdlctlon
- of a man who had treated him, on every occasion,
with inhumanity and injustice. His preparations gept, 12,
were soon finished, and he set sail for Spain with
two ships. Disasters similar to those which had
accompamed him through life continued to pursue
him to the end of his career. One of his vessels
being disabled, was soon forced back to St. Do-

: 02
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B 0 O K mingo; the other, shattered by ‘violent storms,

1L

1504,
Decem-

sailed seven hundred leagues with jury-masts, and
reached with difficulty the port of St. Lucar?.
There he received the account of an event the

!l’)e;th of most fatal that could have befallen him, and which

Isabella.
Nov. 9.

‘completed his misfortunes. This was the death of
his patroness Queen Isabella, in whose justice,
humanity, and favour, he confided as his last re-
source. None now remained to redress his wrongs,

~ or to reward him for his services and sufferings, but

Ferdinand, who had so long opposed and so often’

' injured him. To solicit a Prince thus prejudiced

against him, was an occupation no less irksome

‘than hopeless. In this, however, was Columbus

doomed to employ the close of his days. As soon
as his health was in some degree re-established, he
repaired to court ; and though he was received there
with civility barely decent, he plied Ferdinand with
petition after petition, demandmg the pumshment
of his oppressors, and the restitution of all the pri-
vileges bestowed upon him by the capitulation of
one thousand four hundred and ninety-two. Fer-
dinand amused him with fair words and unmeaning
promises. Instead of granting his claims, hé pro-
posed expedients in order to elude them, and spun
out the affair with such apparent art, as plainly dis-
covered his intention that it should never be termi-
nated. The declining health of Columbus flattered
Ferdinand with the hopes of being soon delivered
from an importunate suitor, and encouraged him
to persevere in this illiberal plan. Nor was he de-

* ¥ Life of Columbus, c. 108, ‘Herrera, dec.1, lib, vi. c..12.
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ceived in his expectations. Disgusted with the in-B 0 0 k
gratitude of a monarch whom he had served with , 1"
such fidelity and success, exhausted with the fa- 504
tigues and hardships which he had endured, and

broken with the infirmities which these had brought

upon him, Columbus ended his Iife at Valladolid

on the twentieth of May one thousand five hundred

and six, in the fifty-ninth year of his age. He Death of
died with a composure of mind suitable to the mag- “*="*
nanimity which distinguished his character, and

with sentiments of piety becoming that supreme

respect for religion which he manifested in every
occurrence of his lifez. ‘

z Life of Columbus, c. 108, Herrera, dec. 1, lib, vi. c. 13, 14,
15. -



