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INTRODUCTION.

OBJECT OF THE PRESENT WORK, AND ACCOUNT OF ITS FOR
MATION, WITH SOME NOTICE OF ANCIENT HISTORICAL
ANNALS, &e.

Tue Scots’ Highlanders are the unmixed descendants of the Celts,
who were the aboriginal inhabitants of Europe, and the first known colo-
nists of Britain. Slowly following the progress of refinement, and assim-
ilating with their neighbors, it may soon be matter of unavailing regret,
that their language, their singular manners, and peculiar customs, will
have become extinct and unknown, save in the traditions of the people
or the partial records of the historian.

This race, which for so many ages preserved inviolate its Celtic prin-
ciples and original habits, has already yielded to the powerful advance of
modern civilisation, and has apparently lost more of its distinctive fea-
tures within the last century, than during all the previous lapse of time,
from its first settlement in Britain. Tenaciously retaining their prim-
itive language, social institutions, and established usages, and inhabiting
a romantic and picturesque country, in which they so long preserved
their independence, the Gaél and their territories have become the ob-
jects of much curiosity, and the prominent place which they occupy in
the national annals, heightens the interest which Scotland has so much
excited.

After the union of the two kingdoms there was, indeed, a long period
of indifference towards this country, and of consequent ignorance of its
moral and political state, but emerging from this situation of apparent
insignificance, it was destined to attract peculiar regard, and every thing
relating to it became an object of the liveliest attention. Various caus-
es contributed to effect this change. The rebellions of 1715 and 1745
forced on government the necessity of paying more attention to this part
of the kingdom, more particularly to the Highlands, where the conse-
quences of the battle of Culloden proved that, even at that late period,
the Gaél were deemed unworthy of regard, as members of the empire, no
laws being thought applicable to them on the suppression of the rebel-
lion, but those which were given by a brigade.* It was soon, however,

* Culloden Papers.



8 INTRODUCTION.

perneived, that from the mountains of Scotland could be drawn an inex
haustible supply of the best soldiers in Europe, and government quickly
availed ltself of a resource so invaluable, Those who represented the
exiled chiefs from the period of the forfeiture of their estates, until the
act of grace restored their lands, and permitted them to return to their
country, with that hereditary authority, which could not, while the spirit
of clanship animated the people, be dissolved or impaired, many of them,
without any other income than what was supplied by the benevolence of
the clan, were able to raise numerous battalions, with whom they glori-
~usly fought in support of that constitution which a principle of honor,
mistaken loyalty, and the intrigues of France, had so lately led them to
endeavor to subvert. .
The most interesting part of the Scots’ nation is the Highlanders, the
descendants of the aboriginal Celts, who signalized themselves by a de-
termined and effectual resistance, to the utmost efforts of the Romans,
who had subdued the inhabitants of the Southern provinces. The nature
of their country, wild and mountainous, protected by natural bulwarks,
within which, fear and prudence would equally prevent intrusion, and
which opposing a barrier to free communication with other parts, served
to preserve them for so many ages as a distinct and independent people.
Their simple patriarchal manners and government did not lead to much
intercourse with strangers, and, except cattle, there was little produce
of their country, the disposal of which would have brought them into
contact with others. Their habits led to no wants which could not be
supplied within themselves. The sea, and numerous lakes and rivers,
afforded an abundance of fish, the woods and mountains a variety of
fowl and venison, and those who attempted agriculture found the valleys
highly productive. Thus secluded, their traditions and songs celebra
ted the exploits of their own nation, and the locality of description
fostered the spirit of independence, the lofty notions of their own un-
conquered race, and jealous pride of ancestry, so remarkable in the
Highlanders. Hence they tenaciously preserved their primitive institu-
tions, their costume, language, poetry, music, &c., and remained for
many ages little known to the test of the kingdom. The more Southern
Scots were, indeed, aware of their existence. The troops and hosts of
hardy warriors that often swelled the armies of the king, and were some-
times brought down in hostility to his authority, apprized their country-
men that they were a considerable people. The fierce and overwhelm-
ing forays that necessity or revenge impelled them to make on the plains,
informed their Lowland neighbors, in a more unpleasant way, of their
vicinity to powerful tribes of different habits, and living under peculiar
laws. The civil wars which they had at different times maintained on
behalf of the Stewarts, kept alive the recollection of their existence, but
it was not until after the remarkable events of 1745-6, that the Northern
part of Britain became an object of serious attention to the ministry, and
of mnch curiosity to all. This interest, at first chiefly arising from po

iank.



INTRODUCTION. 9

lineal causes, and the situation of the country, was not at that time well
calculated to produce a favorable or unprejudiced view. The High-
landers were even at this period deemed little better than savages. The
moderation and orderly conduct of the army of Prince Charles during
s success, and the bravery and humanity displayed throughout the
affair, that might have vindicated their character from such injustice,
were fo.rgottcn in the stigma of audacious rebellion. The consequent
abolition of the system of government so conducive to their indepen-
dence, brought them under more particular notice and observation. = The
suppression of heritable jurisdictions, the previous formation of the mili-
tary roads, and acts for disarming the people and discharging the servi-
ces of watching, warding, hosting, and hunting, opened the Highlands
to the investigation of the curious, and broke down the chief obstacle
to the mixture of the inhabitants in other society—the safeguard against
the intrusion of strangers, and the great protection for their primitive
simplicity of character,

The Gaél, who had before this time been so little known, even to
many of the more Southern Lowlanders, leaving their native hills, dif-
fused a more intimate krowledge of themselves and their country, and
by their abilities displayed in the various situations of life, have shown
themselves equal to the nafives of any portion of the kingdom, and
worthy of the respectable station which they have acquired in society.
With the loss of much of their distinctive character, they have had but
too many opportunities of showing that their military ardor and prowess
are yet unimpaired. All Europe has admired the achievements of the
Scots’ troops, and in the late war they /* covered themselves with glory.”

The history and autiquities of so singular a people opened a copious
source of speculation and literary discussion, and the subject could not
fail to be generally interesting. The publication of several works gave
a stimulus to research, and excited the critical acumen of many writers,
The proud and high-minded Highlanders repelled with indignation the
slights they received, and the attacks that were so unceremoniously
made upon almost every thing which they valued as national. Unfortu-
nately, an acrimonious spirit in which some writers indulged begat an
_animosity but ill suited to calm inquiry. Abuse and recrimination took
the place of serious investigation. The elucidation of historical truth
was either altogether put aside, or made subservient to the defeat of an
opponent, by turning his cause into ridicule; and thus both parties have
sacrificed much of the weight that would otherwise have attached to
their arguments. While facts were obscured or perverted, error and
fiction accumulated, and impartial judgment and unbiassed decision were
thereby prevented. Those works were more fitted for the perusal of
the antiquary than the amusement of the general reader; but a pow-
erful stimulus to the curiosity concerning Scotland has been given by
the writings of Sir Walter Scott, one of the most illustrious of her s-
whose works have indeed produced a new era in literature. Caled

2

.
.



10 INTRODUCTION.

has oflered an ample field for the creations of poetry and romance, and
by interweaving historical personages and events with the details of fic-
titious narrative, the gifted author has, in his combinations, preserved
with much fidelity the truth of nature, and the people, thus portrayed by
the magic pencil of genius, are presented under that view which most
strikingly displays their national character. Whilst those and other
volumes almost equally fascinating, illustrate Scotish life and history,
exhibit the influence of peculiar institutions, and delineate the manners
of the inhabitants, they are the most amusing compositions of the age,
and by the varied beauties of their recitals, have charmed civilized soci-
ety throughout the globe. The sublime and pathetic remains of Ossian
and other bards display the ancient Gaél in the most imposing colors,
and draw forth our admiration by the dignity of their style, and the
grandeur of their imagery. Ramsay, Burns, and other poets, embellish
rural life, and raise our ideas of the talents and intelligence of the Scot-
ish peasantry, but. *“ the wizard of the north ”’ has environed his subject
with a halo of romantic glory, brightening the page of history, and rous-
ing an enthusiastic attention to all that relates to this part of the island.
In thus, however, expressing what all must feel, it is necessary to observe
that novels of this class ate not to be received as-genuine history; they
are not meant for the comwmunication of strict truth, and the remark is
only excited by noticing the quthority which has been conceded to this
class of composition. Highly as their authors, especially the writer
above mentioned, are to be admired, and deeply versed as they undoubt-
edly are, in all departments of Scotish history, they are, nevertheless,
obliged to sacrifice truth for the sake of effect, for which, at the same
time, they are not to be censured. Sir Walter, in his various publica-
tions, has brought into view many of the ancient customs of the Scots,
several of which have long been peculiar to the Highlanders; and the
notes to his poetical works, and the recent illustrations of his prose writ-
ings, contain the history and description ¢f many curious observances,
as well as authentic details of interesting ‘transactions. The present
volumes, by elucidating in the sober language of history those manners
so beautifully blended with fiction by the novelists, and those circum-
stances which are introduced with so much effect, and so materially add
to the interest with which their works are read, afford some claim to the
consideration of the public.

The numerous volumes extant on Scotish history and antiquities may
appear to render the present undertaking superfluous, but no publication
on the same extensive plan has yet appeared. In a general history par-
ticular information cannot be given, and should not be expected—topo-
graphical works are partial—tours and essays are superficial—and con-
troversial writings, of which the Northern part of the island has been a
fertile source, are still less popular, and are often less satisfactory in
every respect than the others.

Dr. Mac Pherson, in his ¢“Dissertations,” had a similar view to that
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which led to the production of this work; but his labors are limited, and
he chiefly compares the Gaélic customs with those of the Germans
My endeavor has been to illustrate, with impartiality, the manners of
the Celtic race, to trace the language, the religion, form of government,
and peculiar usages of the Scots to their origin; to show their identity
with those of the aborigines of Britain, and their resemblance to those
of the remaining branches of the Celtic race, and thence to prove their
awn descent, and the derivation of the singular manners which so long
distinguished them, and to which they yet fondly cling. That all these
emanated from the primitive inhabitants of Europe, 1 trust will be satis-
factorily shown. It is justly observed by Dr. Henry, of the Gauls and
Britons, that ‘ whatever 1s said of the persons, manners, and customs
of the one, may be applied to the other with little variation and few
exceptions.”

I am aware that some of the subjects on which I have ventured to
write have been bones of contention between the learned; I have no
wish to increase the list of disputants, and should not have obtruded my
opinions, opposed, as they sometimes are, to those of others, if I could
have withheld them with justice to my design. My reasoning may not
always be satisfactory, but I hope it is not intemperate, and can aver
that it is the result of long consideration and careful investigation,
Most of the Scots’ writers have unfortunately used their pens under
feelings of heat and indignation, either as the prejudiced but zealous
champions of Celtic, Gothic, Irish, or Saxon colonization,—the strenuous
advocates and pertinacious opponents of royal and noble genealogies, or
the redoubted vindicators and assailants of national independence and
ancient glory; yet, whatever warmth may be displayed by individuals,
the researches of many in different departments have brought forward
and preserved much matter, both curious and important. Numerous
local historians, poets, and tourists, have recorded interesting facts, and
many literary societies have elucidated national history by their own
labors, and by their exertions to promote all kinds of research. Of these,
and all other accessible sources of information, I have availed my
in doing which, and in making personal investigations and inspectionﬁ
existing remains in both countries, I have spent some years of unwearied
labor, and I have been enabled to accomplish this undertaking, if not in
a manner so complete as I could wish, yet in a style which may evince
my desire to be as correct and satisfactory as possible, *

The labor attending the research necessary for the proper execution
of a work of so comprehensive a nature as this, can only be appreciated
by those who have been engaged in a similar pursuit. The variety of
authorities which I have consulted is indicated by the quotations and

* Many drawings of Scotish antiquities and accompanying observations have been
honored by the notice of different Societies, who have, in several cases, published
them in the volumes of their Transactions, the fidelity of the sketches having been
acknowledged bv members who had themselves seen the objects.
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references, but numerous works were necessarily perused without ob-
taining any thing to repay the trouble.

The Celtic race were scarcely less celebrated for their acquirements
in arts than for proficiency in military tactics. The studies of all lauda-
ble scietices, says Marcellinus, flourished highly in Gaul, being strictly
cultivated by the sacred order of Eubages, Bards, and Druids. The
former, searching into nature’s highest altitude, endeavored to explain
its operations; and the Druids, of a more refined imagination, were ad-
dicted wholly to questions of deep and hidden matters. The Celts, as
will be seen throughout the present work, were by no means barbarous,
m the common acceptation of the word, but were the inventors of nu-
merous useful and ingenious contrivances, for which surrounding nations
were 'indebted to them. I am tired,” says a learned writer on the
language of this people, ¢ of always hearing the Romans quoted, when
the commencement of our civilisation is spoken of ; while nothing is
said of our obligations to the Celts. It was not the Latins, it was the
Gauls who were our first instructers.”* Some of the ancients had the
candor to make the same confession. Aristotle declared that philosophy
was derived by the Greeks from the Gauls, and not imparted to them.

So far is it from true that the Celt were *‘totally unable to raise
themselves in the scale of society,” as the author of the ¢ Enquiry »
boldly asserts, that numerous individuals obtained high and well deserved
honors in the Roman empire. The race was, in fact, remarkable for
superiority of mental endowments, which is proved by the list of cele-
brated individuals of Celtic origin. Spain alone produced Seneca, Lu-
can, Collumella, Martial, Quintillian, &c. whilst the Egyptians and other
people, subjected by the Romans, furnished none of any note. The
Gauls were truly ¢“ of sharp wit and apt to learn,”” and they were even
excelled by the Britons,T the knowledge of whose priesthood was so
profound, that the youth of the continent came hither to study and com-
plete their education, by a course of no less than twenty years’ proba-
tion. This learning was not confined to the Southern tribes, but equally
petvaded those of the North. Coil, surnamed Sylvius Bonus, maintain-
ed a poetical correspondence with Ausonius. Celestius, Pelagius, St.
Patrick, and others, who flourished in the fourth and fifth centuries, were
Scotsmen, not to mention those who are believed to have lived about the
period of the Roman invasion, and even before that event, if we can
credit Bale, Leland, Dempster, &c.

In the reign of Charlemagne the Scots were renowned on the conti-
nent, their learning and probity recommending them to situations of trust
and honor. Hericus, in his Life of St. Cesar, dedicated to this prince,
says, the whole Scotish nation, almost ¢‘ despising the dangers of the
wea, resort to our country with a numerous train of philosophers.”” The
professors of Paris and Padua were then Scotsmen, and Charles’s pre-

* Juliug Liechtlen. t Tacitus’ Life of Agricola, c. xxi
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ceptor, Alcuin, is also believed to have b: ¢n one. Paulus Almilius,
speaking of Charlemagne, says he bestowed the honors and magistra-
cies of the nation especially upon the Scots, whom he greatly esteemed
for their fidelity and valor; and Eginhart writes, that the kings of Scot-
land were much devoted to him, which their letters to him, then extant,
confirmed.* Whether he sent to King Achadh, or Achaius, requesting
the assistance of learned men, as some affirm, it may be immaterial to
inquire, but that a friendship subsisted between’ the two nations is cer-
tain; and Charles himself, in a mandate concerning the Scots’ church
of Honaugia, speaks of them as having obtained the particular favor
and protection of the kings of France before his reign. The Scots
were indeed most zealous and indefatigable missionaries, and taught the
Christian religion to several nations, founding many churches and reli-
gious houses in Germany, France, and Italy itself, distinguishing them-
selves by their piety, and a strict adherence to the primitive rites from
which the Church of Rome had departed.

Lest I should be classed with those vain and prejudiced Scotsmen,
who are represented as maintaining what is called the national honor,
against all reason and historical facts, fable and conjecture being thought
the only support for their assertions, it may be well to adduce some
proofs, in order to show that Scotland must have possessed very ancient
documents, and men well qualified, as well as solicitous, to frame and
preserve such records. The violent heat—nay, rage, with which many
Scots antiquaries have vindicated the former glories of their country,
has often subjected them to reproach and ridicule, and has unfortunately
detracted from the merit of their works.

It is generally believed that the Druids committed nothing to writing,
and that, in fact, their profession forbade the use of letters; but while
this is true, as far as respects their mythology and religious rites, there
‘s every reason to believe that they composed books or tracts on other
subjects. The bards, who were the professors and conservators of his-
tory, appear to have been under no restraint in committing their partic-
ular knowledge to writing ; and it is reported that collections of the
Brehon laws of high antiquity, and in their peculiar law language, still
exist. At i, or Iona, the chief seat of the Druidical order in Scotland,
Columba is said to have burned a heap of their books; and in Irelaad,
St. Patrick was no less severe, committing, according to the Leccan
records, no less than 180 tracts to the flames. 'The assertion so often
repeated in the Ossianic controversy, that no Gaélic MSS. were in ex-
istence, was generally believed until the investigations of the Highland
Society proved its falsity. If the reader consult the last Chapter of this
work, he will be satisfied that the Scots had the use of letters in the
most early ages; but as it seems here necessary, to show what reliance
may be placed on the statements which are subsequently introduced, and

* Vita et Gestee Karoli Magni, p. 138, ed. Francofurti.
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to vindicate the authenticity of several of the authorities which it has
been necessary to quote, some account of the early state of literature in
the British Isles shall be given.

The bards occasionally wrote in the first ages of Christianity, but we
are told they did not make it a practice to commit their poems to literary
record before the fifth century, and the distractions which so long af-
flicted the country occasioned the loss, either by destruction or removal,
of most of their productions; and hence Gildas, who wrotg in the middle
of the sixth century, for want of those *‘ records left by his own country-
men, which were either destroyed by the enemy at home, or carried by
exiles into other parts,”” was obliged to apply for the most part to foreign
writers. Nennius, who flourished in 858, tells us he compiled his his-
tory *from the Roman annals, the chronicles of the holy fathers, and
the writings of the Scors and English; also from the traditions of the
elders, which, by many learned men and librarians, had been reduced to
writing, but either from frequent deaths, or the devastations of war, were
then left in a decayed and confused condition.”

The remains of British history were collected by Walter Calenius,
Archdeacon of Oxford, and were finally translated, interpolated, and
published by Geoffry of Monmouth. The author of the Life of Ninian,
Bishop of Galloway, says he made use of a book, * De vita et miraculis
ejus, barbaria Scriptus;”’ and the Chronicon Rhythmicum, a Scotish
record, was copied from ‘* Chronica Scripta.” The ancient tract enti-
tled ¢“ De situ Albanie,” quotes British histories and chronicles, and acts
and annals of the Scots and Picts. The original register of St. Andrews
also quoted Pictish books; yet Pinkerton maintains that those people did
not know the use of letters, his proof being that all their churchmen and
men of learning were either Welsh or Scots. It is sufficient evidence
that the Picts were not thus illiterate, could nothing else be advanced,
than that Nechtan, one of their kings, wrote to Cenlfrid, Abbot of Wear-
mouth, in 715, and translated his long letter into the Pictish language;
and he was accustomed, we are told, to peruse and, meditate on the
Scriptures. A fragment of Strathclyde Gaélic, which Lhuyd found, and
pronounced of the sixth century, shows that the people of that district
were equally educated with their neighbors. Adomnan’s Life of Colum-
ba was first written in Gaélic, as were most of the books known to have
been preserved at Iona, several of which, in 1525, were removed to
Aberdeen, but others were seen torn up for snuff paper at Inverary.

The existence of the historian Veremundus, who has been placed in
the hist of fabulous authorities by most writers, is ably vindicated in a
work by Mr. Tytler. That he and others composed tracts on the national
history is certain, if quotations from their writings, and allusions to them
by early chroniclers is a valid proof. To find historians, therefore, who
wrote 1200 or 1400 years ago referring to old records in the same terms
now applied to their own works, surely proves the antiquity of writing.
To what extent the ancient documents thus referred to may have been,
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caunot now be ascertained. John Fordun, in the middie of the l4th
century, mentions old chronicles and historical annals which he had
consulted It is, indeed, apparent that he transcribed from authentic
materials, and the only desideratum is to know their extent and antiquity.

The general belief has always been that our ancient records were de-
stroyed by Edward I. of England, but some late writers have opposed
this opinion, denying the existence of such documents, and alleging
that all those he carried away were returned after they had been ex-
amined for the purpose of supporting that king’s pretended claim to the
supremacy of Scotland. Chalmers says, ‘‘he did not destroy those
documents, but is answerable for all the derangement and loss they sus-
tained;” but his intentions respecting the Scotish crown, and conduct
towards the country, justify a strong suspicion that no record inimical to
his object was by any means likely to be preserved or restored. Sir
George Mac Kenzie has observed that Edward assuredly did not return
all the documents he had carried off, giving an instance in the release
granted by Richard I. to William, which Rymer has published.

The destruction of national archives by the ravages of war and civil
dissensions has been lamentable. The Reformation was peculiarly fatal to
those preserved in religious houses. Duplicates of the renunciation by Ed-
ward III. of all claim to the sovereignty of Scotland, were deposited in
each of the cathedrals, and of those only the one kept at Glasgow was saved.

The picturesque and singular dress of the Highlanders has been an
object of particular remark. To those who seem to have assailed the
antiquity of every thing peculiar to this people, more from sentiments of
individual aversion than from a spirit of candor or love of truth, it has
offered a prominent mark for the display of anti-Celtic feeling, The
garb is, in the following pages, described and illustrated in all its varie-
ties, as now and formerly worn; and while the arguments of those who
assert its recent adoption are overthrown, the constant use of the Brea-
can-feile and Feile-beag will be proved from documents of unquestionable
authenticity. It will be shown that the ambiguous terms in which this
unique and graceful costume has been spoken of, cannot be applied to
any other habit, and that the writers were at a loss to describe a dress
so different from all others, and so difficult to be comprehended by those
who only saw it at a distance, and were ignorant of its arrangement.
This will appear the less strange when so few in the present day, after
1t has become in some degree familiar even to the inhabitants of ¢ Cock-
aigne,” understand its proper composition; and this not excepting many
of the natives of Scotland itself. While, however, some authors have
written in ignorance, many have done so from a feeling of prejudice and
silly jealousy of the Scotish mountaineers; but it will be proved that this
primitive costume, so well suited to the warrior, so well adapted for the
avocations of the hunter and shepherd, has not ounly been the invariable
dress of the Highlanders from time immemorial, but is to be derived from
the most remote antiquity; and that neither their clothing, arms, language
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poetry, nor music, has been adopted from any nation whatever, but
received from the primeeval pcople whence they sprang. Their country
and pursuits rendering the belted plaid and kilt the most convenient ap-
parel, they were not likely to lay it aside for any other. It is still less
vrobable, that had the Trius been worn before the adoption of the Feile-
beag, the inhabitants of a cold climate would have denuded themselves
of so essential a part of the dress of all other nations. Nor would a
people so strongly attached to_their primitive customs, and opposed tc
change, have become so partial to a dress introduced by strangers. All
who ever settled in the Highlands, as far as we can ascertain, conformed
to the manners of their adopted country.

I trust that I shall be found to have fulfilled all that was promised in
the Prospectus. If any part has been treated superficially, it is the
¢ genealogical dissertations,” a subject to which incidental allusions
only could be made in such a work. The materials I have, however,
collected, are abundant and interesting, and will enable me, should such
an undertaking meet with encouragement, to elucidate Clan History in
a novel and interesting manner. The ignorance of heralds and genealo-
‘gists has wofully mystified family antiquities; but my plan is not to de
rive families from the individual whose name is first found in a charter,
or other document, as the laborious author of ‘¢ Caledonia”’ has done,
imagining he had settled their origin by this .proof, as if persons of cer-
tain names, or even tribes, did not exist before the formation of certain
parchment documents! I would, for instance, submit whether the
Grants, a clan of equal antiquity with the Mac Alpins, who are tradition-
ally considered to be coeval with their native hills, did not more proba-
bly take their name from the well-known district in Strathspey, called
Griantachd, the country of Grannus, or the sun, than from a certain
person called Le Grand. The clan Chattan do indeed say that they are
sprung from, or were connected with, the Cattans of the continent; but
the Gordons, the Frasers, the Menzies, and the Ruthvens, have no
tradition of their descent from the Gorduni, the Frisii, the Menapii, or
the Rutheni, of Gaul, although the similarity of names seems of itself to
infer a common origin.

I have endeavored to relieve the tedium of the antiquarian and de-
scriptive parts with anecdotes, many of them original, illustrative of the
different subjects, and I hope my selections may be thought judicious.
I have, however, forborne to infuse humor into my recitals, notwith-
standing it might have enlivened the drier parts of the narration,

The variety of matters which are discussed at length, or briefly allud-
ed to in these volumes, will be seen from the Index, in preparing which
I have bestowed much care, confident that to no work could it be more
necessary. He who, for want of this useful appendage, has been com-
pelled to go over a book in search of something, which perhaps after his
trouble he may not find, will be able to appreciate this part of the work.
The reader will find the Index a faithful assistant to almost every subject
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The gracious permission to dedicate this work to his present Most
Excellent Majesty, is a rencwal of the distinguished honor intended e
by his lamented predecessor. .

The Highland Society of London, ever ready to promote objects of
natioual importance, promptly declared their resolution to encourage my
design.

In addition to what has been said on some subjects, the few farther
observations which follow may not be inappropriate.

In page 97 are some remarks on the population of the Highlands and

Isles. The whole population of Scotland will be ascertained by the

census of May, 1831. It having appeared to me desirable to obtain an
accurate statement of the numbers of the Highlanders, dividing them
into clans or districts, I had the honor of corresponding with Sir John
Sinclair and others, who entered into my views on the subject. Con-
vinced that a census taken in this manner would be of national utility,
in putting government in possession of the real strength of each clan,
and thus enabling it to determine what regiments could, in case of
emergency, be raised in certain parts, and recruited from the same dis-
trict, I took the liberty of communicating my sentiments to Mr. Rick-
man, who was charged with the execution of the Population Acts of
1801, 1811, and 1831. My object was not deemed capable of being
accomplished; but the following letter from a gentleman long in the army,
and on the recruiting service, will, perhaps, show that its adoption
might have been attended with advantage.

“DEear Sir, {
“ With respect to taking the census by clans in the Highlands of Scotland, ]
think it would be of importance in many points of view, but particularly with
respect to military levies and national defence. When a regiment is raised from
one clan, the men consider themselves as much at home, wherever they serve,
as though they had not left their native valley. The youth enlist into such regi-
ment with alacrity, and the more it distinguishes itself, and the harder its services,
the more eager will they be to gain a name among their kindred. Had the 71st,
72nd, 73rd, 74th, and 75th regiments been the clan regiments of the Mac Don-
alds, the Mac Intoshes, the Grants, the Mac Phersons, &e. the government had
never found it necessary to change their dress, and wrap their thighs in a blan-
ket, as the few Highlanders we had then in the 75th emphatically called
breeches of white coarse cloth. I conceive, that although heritable jurisdictions
have very properly heen abolished, it would be advantageous to government to
. keep up among the Gaél as much of the spirit of clanship as possible. If they
have sacrificed so much to mistaken loyalty, what may not be expected from
their devotedness to a better cause, if in the course of events it should require
their support. In short, if the clan system had heen more fully adopted during
last war, | have no doubt there would have heen at Waterloo, for every High-
lander who fought there, at least two, and his Grace of Wellington can best tell
what would have heen their value on such an occasion. The plan alluded to
would put the government in possession of the number of each clan, and in the
case of raising local forces, or troops for general service, they would fix upon
those clans whose numbers would cnable them to complete their levies in the
shortest time. Upon this point it would create a useful feehng among the
chiefs, of retaining the tenantry upon theéir estates, for he that has nothing but
slieep on his grounds could never expect a colonelcy.

3

«31st Bugust, 1830. ©
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I have been a great part of my life a diligent observer of the character and
manuers of the Highlanders, and I have uniforinly found, that preserving them
in a body is the only means of preserving their character from degenerating.
The reason of this is clear; if a man commit an unworthy action while serving
alroad, his friends at home are sure to be informed of it, and he looks upon
himself’ as a banished man, who must never revisit his native land.

I am, dear Sir, yours sincerely,
To Mr. James Logan. Do~xaLp Mac Puerson.”

In support of the opinions here stated, it may be observed, that at
Waterloo, of 454 Scotsmen in the 42nd regiment, their were only 17
men of the name of Campbell, and not one Gordon. The former join
their friends in the 79th and 91st. The latter serve in their own clan
corps, where also the Mac Phersons chiefly enrol themselves.  In like
manner the Macres, Muaroes, Rosses, &ec. join the Mac Kenzies in
the 78th, and the Mac Kays go into the Sutherland regiment; this, how-
ever, is no proof of the indifference of individuals to the feelings of clan-
ship; they only, when entering the army, select the regiment where they
can associate with those who are from the same parts of the country.
The inference is, that were Highlanders able to serve in a battalion of
their own clan, they would enter the service with more alacrity.

In stating that the sword which belonged to Gordon, of Bucky, is
believed to be the oldest specimen of the basket hilt, I had not seen a
weapon which has been an heir loom in the family of Sir Charles Forbes,
of New, and Edinglassie, in Aberdeenshire. This curious sword is very
broad, but not of great length, and bears an inscription, ¢ The Cuttie of
New. Alexr Forbes, 1513.” . If the cliabh, or basket, is an original
part, it appears to be the most early specimen.

The names of the letters given in the Gaélic Alphabet, are chiefly
from the Dictionary published under the sanction of the Highland Socie-
ty, and I have stated that the Irish idiom has been adopted. Tt is to be
regretted that the learned gentlemen employed in this great work did
not give the native appellations of the letters, several of which differ
from those in the sister dialect. The compilers had not the same object
in view which I have in speaking of the Tree system in the above place,
but some more attention to the letters, the materials of which therr
whole work is composed, might have $ieen more satisfactory. 'The sub-
ject of Letters and Language, discussed in the Introduction and last
chapter, deserves a more extended dissertation than the present design
could admit of. ““There is room,” says Gibbon, * for a very interest-
ing work, —to lay open the connexion between the language and man-
vers of nations
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CHAPTER I

OF THE CELTIC RAdE, COMPOSING THE VARIOUS NATIONS
THAT FORMERLY INHABITED EUROPE.

Evurorz, in the most early ages, was inhabited by one race of men,
whose antiquity is enveloped in inscrutable darkness. From the first
memorial of their existence, they are distinguished by the name of
CeLtE, but the origin of this remarkable people was utterly unknown
to themselves. They had no idea of having ever occupied any other
country than that in which they found themselves; and the Druids, the
depositaries of their traditional knowledge, maintained that they were
aborigines.* This belief was not singular, nor more extraordinary than
that of many other nations, equally ignorant and credulous, but more
polished and refined. The Celtee, on the authority of their priests, de
clared themselves descended from the god Dis, a being identified with
the Pluto of Greek and Roman mythology, but more probably meant
for the Earth. \

This derivation cannot be admitted: the inhabitants of the west must
have proceeded from Asia, the parent country of all mankind, at a
period which neither historical research nor popular tradition has been
able to approach. All history, both sacred and profane, proves this
quarter of the globe to have been the original seat of mankind.

* Ammianus Mareellinus, on the authority of Timogenes.

t Camsar, de Bello Gallico, lib. vi. ¢. 17. The Germans derived their origin from
Tuisto, apparently the same being as the Celtic Dis or Tis. Tacitus, de Mor
Germanorum
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In migrating from the east, the human race successively occupied Greece
and Italy, and extended themselves from the Euxine to the Atlantic. As
(.cir numbers increased, they gradually took possession of the whole
country from the Mediterranean to the Baltic, and a scanty population
sought the means of subsistence, among the less inviting wastes, from
thence to the Frozen Sea. Europe and Celtica were indeed synony-
mous:* the sole inhabitants, from the Pillars of Hercules to Archangel,
and from the banks of the Euxine to the German Ocean, being Celts,
however distinguished by particular names, applied at various times to
different tribes and independent communities. The appellation Celte,
which this primitive people acknowledged as their only proper name,}
and which at first they received from others, in subsequent tines under-
went several changes. The aucient Greeks used this term in speaking
of them, but it afterwards became transformed into Calatz and Galate,
and the Roman Galli was itself latterly adopted by some Greek writers.§

Numerods etymologies have been offered for the solution of this word.
In all its variations it may, with probability, be traced through the Greek
Kelror to some corresponding term in the Celtic language that no longer
exists. It would be a waste of time to enumerate all the conjectures
which have been given, and the result would be unsatisfactory. From
various circumstances one people may become distinguished from another;
but if inquirers were to reflect, that original names cannot arise from
national manners, and that it is more natural for nations to become de-
nominated from the country they inhabit, than that it should receive a
name from its possessors, it would serve to check many romantic and
fanciful conceits. An appellation so very ancient, and so extensively
bestowed, must have arisen from something independent of country, and
appropriate to a numerous race.

To derive the term Celte from ¢ Hills,” or ¢ Woods,’’ or ¢ Waters,”
or from western or northern position, when the people so designated oc-
cupied all parts of an extensive continent, and filled its islands, is mani-
festly absurd. How much more likely it is to have arisen from peculiar
personal appearance, the first and natural origin of names. It has been
supposed that the Greeks applied the term to denote the milky whiteness
of the skin; but in this point the difference between the two people
seems insufficient to give rise to a designation, which the Celts retained
as their own proper name. A striking and a permanent dissimilarity has
always existed between the European and the Ethiopian, both in com-
plexion and personal conformation. Amid conjectures so various, may
we not suppose, that in the infancy of mankind, if I can so speak, per-

* Ortellius, ¢ Geographia vetus.” t Ceesar, ut sup.

{ Pausanias, who wrote about 165, says they were but lately denominated Gauls. for
they had always called themselves Celtse. Descriptio Grecie, lib. i. ¢. 3. The term
Gauls seems to have been at first applied to those who had obtained a settlement in
Az, and were long known as Galatians.

§ Appian first uses it in the beginning of the second century.
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liaps before they had visited Europe, a name arose expressive of the
fair complexion of the white man, compared with the sable negro.*
From the primitive language of those who first peopled the couatry, the
Greek Galactoi has been undouhtedly derived, and was afterwards given
as the origin of the term, when the most ancient Celtic had become
unknown. I

The practice of distinguishing individuals by personal appearance and
qualifications, is still retained by the Scots Highlanders, the Irish, and
the Welsh; and, in support of the etymology I have above given, it is
worthy of observation, that ‘“ Gaélic ” has been, by good antiquaries.
translated the language of while men. Gealta signifies whitened, ana
comes from Geal, white.f The similarity of this word to the term Celte
is striking; from it, in all probability, came the Roman Gallus.

As the Celte moved westward, either from choice or the pressure of
an increasing population in the east, they carried with them a simple
language and mode of iife; and as they met with no inhabitants in the
land they took possession of| their primitive manners could at first suffer
no farther change than what the difference of country and climate would
naturally produce. It may be inferred, with probability, that they con-
tinued for a counsiderable time less warlike than nations who obtain a
settlement by force of arms, and must of necessity protect their acqui-
sition by similar means. 'The disconnexion of their tribes, a striking
characteristic of the race, had an apparent tendency to enfeeble the
Celts, and seems to have prevented the formation of any great empire,
as among other nations; but the peace in which they lived was favorable
to population. Their mode of life, while it cherished a love of freedom,
was highly conducive to bodily strength and hardihood; and the princi-
ple of division, which separated the people into so many distinct and
independent tribes, did not prevent them from uniting in enterprises, by
which their power was often felt in various parts of the world. They in-
vaded Asia, they overspread Thrace, and enriched themselves with the
plunder of the temples of Greece. In the reign of Tarquin the elder,
nearly six centuries before the incarnation,f a numerous body of Celte,
both horse and foot, accompanied by wultitudes of women and children,
left their native seats in search of new settlements. One part of this
army followed Belovesus, aud surmounting the Alps, which, till then, it
was believed, had never been crossed, established themselves near the

* 8o the native Americans call themselves the red men, in contradistinction to the
whites.

t Gaglic Dictionaries. The Pictish Chronicle says, the Albani, who had their name
from their while hair, were the people from whom both Scots and Picts were derived.
Those who dedaced Celte from flaxen or reddish colored hair, gave a plausible ety-
mon: C was often used for G, and seems to have been the most ancient letter
Hence we find the Galatians were also called Calatians; Gallicia was anciently Calla \
eia, &o

t About 570 Bossuet, Histoire Universelle, vol. i. p. 33. Ed. 1706.



22 THE CELTS.

river Po; while the other division, conducted by his brother, Sigovesus
pussed into Germany, where these emigrants settled, in the vicinity of
the Hyrcinian, now the Black Forest.* The nume-sus armies which
the Celtxe at times sent abroad, filled with alarm the most warlike and
civilized nations of Europe. Their irresistible inroads, and the terror
of their name, procured peaceful settlements, and even the payment
of heavy annual tribute from powerful states. An army of Gauls, unct:
the. command of Brennus, went into Italy against the Hetrusci, 390
years before the advent of Christ. 'The Rowans thought proper to in-
terfere in the quarrel, and killed one of the Gallic princes; upon which
their army, marching to Rome, defeated the troops who opposed them,
laid the city in ashes, and finally received one thousand pounds weight
of gold to purchase their retreat, and save the capital from inevitable
destruction. Camillus was fortunately able to repulse them, as they
lingered in the countryy unapprehensive of attack; but they were not
deterred by.defeat from renewing their overwhelming and destructive
invasions.t i

About 270, A. C,, in three great divisions, they made inroads on
Pannonia, Thrace, Macedonia, and Illyria. Those who entered Mace-
donia routed the army by which they were opposed, and slew Ptolemy
the king. Passing into Asia, they filled the inhabitants with terror and
dismay, and received from the suffering Bythinians a free settlement in
the country, where they were afterwards known as the Galatians, or
Gallo-Greeks. The other divisions were less fortunate; but they retreat-
ed only to invade Greece with redoubled fury, and a more numerous
armament.]

The Celte, notwithstanding the frequent demonstrations of their war-
like powers, were, for a long period, but littie known to the more polish-
ed nations of Europe, who were able to transmit authentic information
concerning so singular a people. Their history and their religion were
preserved among themselves; but their rigid adherence to traditional
poetry, as the sole vehicle of record, has left posterity in much igno-
rance concerning the state of the Celtic nations in early ages. Their
ferocious invasions too, however they might excite curiosity, were not
calculated to induce a personal visit to their territories, or a quiet inves-
tigation of their manners and antiquities. When there was, therefore,
scarcely any communication with the north and west parts of the conti-
nent, it was impossible to acquire accurate information respecting these
parts of Europe, or the inhabitauts; hence the obscure and contradictory
intimations we find concerning both.

A people who are spread over a vast continent, cannot long remain
an entire nation. Boundaries, marked out by nature, will divide the in-

* Livius, Historia Romana. lib. v. c. 34, 35. Appian, of the Gallic War, ¢. 1.
t Plutarch, in vita Camilli. Strabo, iv. p. 195, v. p. 213.
{ Pausanias, x. 19,
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habitants into separate communities, and local situation will procure an
appropriate name, and create a difference in manners. In the lapse of
time the dissimilarity is increased, and when, from an obvious and inher-
ent principle, every community aspires to an independent existence, the
most. powerful will acquire and retain an ascendency over the others,
who, ultimately, become confederates, and are classed as branches or
subdivisions of a numerous association. Thus arises a variety of na-
tions or tribes that long continue to be regulated by similar laws and
customs, and retain their original language, but eventually alter their
dialect, and lose the remembrance of a common origin.

The Celts, who were the sole inhabitants of Europe in the infancy of
time, were at last formed into a number of divisions, distinguished by
peculiar names, but retaining, with their national affini , the general
appellation of Celte.

The apparent diversity of the ancient people of Europe, arising, as it
should seem, from the confused and indefinite ideas that existed respect-
ing the regions of the north and west, has been a prolific source for
polemical discussion, and has afforded ample matter for ‘he disquisitions
of those who have applied themselves to investigate the origin of nations.
An ignorance, so favourable to the indulgence of fancy, has given op-
portunity for the introduction of ficticious narration. The Greeks were
extremely credulous, and it is often very difficult to understand what
people were meant in their dark and traditional relations.

The HyrerBoREL, or those who lived beyond the north wind, appear

the most singular of the people of antiquity. So dark are the intima-
tions that are handed down concerning them, that we are inclined to
consider the whole as the fables or allegories of an obscure theology.
According to some historians, si credimus, as Pliny very considerately
adds, they dwelt beyond the Riphean mountains, which were always
covered with snow, and from whence the north wind arose: a latitude by
no means suitable to the descriptions given by others, of the genial cli-
mate, the fruitful soil, and the happy lives of the inhabitants.* The sit-
uation of the Sauromaté, with whom the Hyperborei have been identi-
fied, does not better justify the appellation. Strabo speaks of the Hy-
perborei as those people, whose geographical position could scarcely
give propriety to the name. Diodorus Siculus, on the authority of Heca-
taeus, a very ancient historian, who wrote, as Herodotus informns us, a
volume on the Hyperborei, describes them as inhabiting an island oppo-
site to Gaul, and as large as Sicily; but he does not appear to give
much credit to the relation.t These islanders had of long and ancient
tine a particular esteem for the Greeks, arising from certain religious
connexions, to be hereafter noticed. This description appears applica-
ble to Britain, if there were not, as Bryant conjectures, a mysterious

*Herodotus, Iib. iv. Pliny. Hist. Nat.iv.12. Pomp. Mela, i. 1, &e. Strabo, i. p.61
+Diod. Siec.1i. 3.
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signification in the name. It was certainly suited to vague and unintel-
ligible ideas respecting some remote people. When Rome was taken
by the Gauls under Brennus, it was reported in the east that his troops
were an army of Hyperborei.* These conflicting accounts prove how
liitle was really known of those who dwelt beyond the snowy regions
and the north wind. 3

The Cimmeri, who are placed by Homer “‘at old Ocean’s utmost
bounds,” and are otherwise believed to have lived in Italy, near the lake
Avernus, T inhabited the country in the vicinity of the Cimmerian Bos-
phorus, to which, either this people, or an ancient city gave name.}
Eusebius mentions an incursion of the Cimmerii into Greece, 1076 years
before Christ. Subsequently, they made inroads on Ionia and Lydia,
and took the city of Sardes. § About 600 years before the Christian era
they were driven into Asia by the Scyths, where they are all supposed
to have perished. They sometimes were called Trerones, from one of
their tribes, the Treres, who bordered on Macedonia; || a considerable
distance, certainly, from the position which the Cimmerians are gener-
ally supposed toshave occupied. Although the Cimmerii would appear,
from the above account, to have been extinct nearly 2500 years, Dio-
nysius Periegetes and Pliny speak of some of them as still remaining
in their original situation; and Plutarch says, that the greater and more
warlike part took up their residence ‘‘in the remotest regions upon the
northern ocean.” T

It was a prevalent opinion, that they were the same people as the
CimBri, who inhabited Jutland, Holstein, &ec. in Denmark, formerly
denominated the Cimbrica Chersonesus, and who introduced themselves
to the notice of the Romans 113 years A. C.**

Diodorus, from the resemblance which the two people bore to each

* Heraclides of Pontus, de anima, quoted by Ritson. Plutarch, in Vita Camilli,
ibid. t Strabo, v. p. 244.

} Strabo, xi. p. 494. Mela. James Gronovius says, the city itself received its name
from the Cimmerians, p. 137, ed. 1697. The Bosphorus is now known as the Straits
of Caffa.

§ Strabo. Callisthenes, apud Gronevium in Animad. ed. 1739, &e.

|i Strabo, i. p. 61. -Pliny, iv. 10. 1 In Bello Cimbrico. Pliny, vi. 12

**The name of these people has received different etymological solutions. It is said
to arise from the Greek Kimeros, mist or darkness, the origin of the Latin Cimmerius.
Beloe, on Herodotus. Sheringham, and Bryan®, in his analysis of Ancient Mythology,
iii. 498, coincide in this derivation. Others have deduced Cimbri from a word which
signifies robbers in German to this day. Festus, Plutarch, &ec. Kimper or Kimber,
a warrior, is also given as the origin. Whittake1, alluding to the name, which the
Welch still retain, calls Cymri and Gael, equally the general designations of the Ce 1z,
being the hereditary name of the Gauls, from Gomer, the son of Japhet, an opinion
that is embraced by others, and seems founded on the conjecture of Josephus, Antiq
1. 6. It is an origin of the ¢ grand generic term,” much easier admitted than that they
“ were produced from the elements of their own proper soil and climate.”—O Conner.
Clelland, Voc. p. 202, says the appellation comes from the ancient Celtic Kym, a
mountain. We find the island of Cimbrei, now Cumray, the kingdom of Cumbria
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other in warlike renown, says the Cimbrians were believed by many to
be descended from the ancient Cimimnerians, and Possidonius thinks the
former were the original people, who, extending their arms eastward,
gave their name to the Bosphorus, an opinion in which Strabo seems to
acquiesce.* The memorials of the ancient Cimmerii, who were so great
and powerful, appear to have been chiefly records of their military en-
terprises. Those people, who afterwards were found on the shores of
the Baltic, although bearing a name so much alike, excited little notice
until they burst on the astonished nations, and threatened the subversion
of the Roman empire. It was then natural to inquire what they were,
- and whence they came, and it was not strange that the warlike Cimbri
should be derived from the anciently renowned Cimmerii. Such a de-
scent, notwithstanding the distance between their respective situations,}
is not impossible; but a similarity of name is not a decisive proof of na-
tional identity: it demonstrates the existence at some period of a univer-
sal language. In the want of certain information, and from the ambi-
guity of the ancient historians, much diversity of opinion has arisen
concerning these people. Some authors positively affign, that the Cim-
brians must have been Celts; and others, with equal pertinacity, assert
that they were Germans; and both parties are provided with authorities
in vindication of their belief. The expressions of several ancient writ-
ers, perhaps, leave it doubtful which nation they understood the Cimbri
to be most nearly related to; but others are sufficiently explicit.  Plu-
tarch says, that by their gray eyes and large staturg, they were thought
by some to be Germans, dwelling on the north sea;J and Pomponius
Mela says, the Cimbri and Teutones are situated in the Codan bay,
“ beyond the Hermiones and the last of Germany.”§ Pliny,| Strabo,
Velleius Paterculus, Tacitus, and others agree in calling them Germans.
Oun the other hand, Cicero, Sallust, Dio, Sextus Rufus, &c. uniformly
denominate them Celts or Gauls. Valerius Maximus, speaking of their
invasion of Italy, says, Sertorius qualified himself for a spy, by assum-
ing the Gallic habit, and learning that language.T “Florus, on the same
subject, says, the Cimbri, Theutoni, and Tigurini, came from the most
remote parts of Gaul:** out of the hidden parts of the ocean, as Ammi-
anus expresses it.Tf Diodorus states, that it was the opinion of many,
that the Celts were themselves descended of the ancient Cimmerii, who,
by a corrupt pronunciation, were then called Cimbri.ff The Gauls who
overran all Asia, he also says, were denominated Cimmerii, and in his

&e. In the Commentaries of Cesar we also find Cimber a proper name. The Bretons
are said 1o assume the name Cumero.

* Lib. vii. p. 293. t Nearly 1400 miles. tTn vita Camilli.

§ De orbis situ, 1ii. ¢. 3. | Lib. iv. e. 14.

W Vita Sertorii. Csar says, the Adnatici, a tribe of Belgic Gauls, were Cimbri, lik
u. ¢. 29. Dio. Cassius repeats this, lib. xxxix. 4, and Appian says the Nervii,a most
powerful Belgian nation, were descended of the Cimbri and Teutenes, lib. vi. 2. See
the opinions of various authors in Ritson's Memoirs of the Celts.

** Lib. iii. 3. Strabo, ii. p. 102 tt Lib. xxxi. 6. 1f Lib.v. 2.

4
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account of the Lusitanians, he calls them the most valiant of all tne
Cimbri, ““Celtm sive Galli quos Cimbros vocant,” are the striking
words of Appian.*

Some have reconciled these different and contradictory passages by the
consideration, that several tribes of Gauls joined in the expedition to
Italy. If, however, the two people had been entirely distinct, the 'dis-
similarity would most probably have been noticed; but the manners of
the Cimbri, as they were displayed to the Romaus, do not appear to have
differed materially from those of the other inhabitants of Gaul. The
terror inspired by the overwhelming invasion, through which their name
first became known, 113 years before the Christian era, seems to have
prevented a calm survey of visitors so alarming and so unexpected.

An army of these people, so numerous, that, marching without inter-
mission, six days elapsed before it had wholly passed, burst from the
Alps like an irresistible torrent; resolved not to stop until the city of
Rome had been razed to its foundations. After several successful bat-
tles, this vast multitude were indecd finally routed, with incredible car-
nage;T but the gragnitude of the enterprise, and the desperate valor of
the troops, made the strongest impression.

The Cimbri remained long after this in their ancient seats, and ob-
tained the friendship of the Romans, but never regained their former
military renown.

The history of the people denominated Scyrus, who, from their vari-
ous achievements, appear to have been a numerous and powerful race,
is involved in singular obscurity. It has excited much interest, but the
labors of those who have investigated the subject, notwithstanding their
care in the pursuit, have not produced a very satisfactory result. Great
learning, assisted by ingenious conjecture, has been exerted to ascertain
whether the Celte or the Scyth® are the most ancient people. The lat-
ter appear in a period the most remote, and they are mentioned with so
much ambiguity, that it seems impossible to unravel the intricacy of their
history. They are represented as conquering Asia 3660 years before the
epoch of redemption, and effecting various other important revolutions in
succeeding ages, until the seventh century before our era, when they ap-
pear in Medea, whither they had pursued the Cimmerians.f They are sup-
posed by many to have been those who are now called Tartars, and by some
they are identified with the Celtee. Bryant, observing that there were
Scyths in Asia and Africa, as well as in Europe, thinks the name was giv-
ento mixed and wandering tribes in different parts of the world;§ in which
opmion Gibbon concurs, calling it < a vague but familiar appellation.”’||

Strabo says, that, as Homer has intimated, all nations were originally
called Scyth® or Nomades; and afterwards, in the countries of the west,

*In Illyricis, c. 2. { See Plutarch’s account of the Cimbrian war
t Herodotus, iv.d. § Analysis of Ancient Mythology.
|l Decline and Fall of the Romnn Empire.
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they began to acquire the appellations of Celte, Celto Scythe, and
Iberi; but all the nations had at first one name.*

The Scythians were certainly not recent settlers among the Aborigi-

nes; for, like the Celtz, they had no idea of having ever possessed oth-
er lands, but believed themselves more ancient than the Egyptians, who
called themselves the most ancient of men.f The term KYOAZ, a
word, that has, like others, received an abundant share of different ety-
mologies, was probably first used among the Greeks by Eschylus, 625
years anterior to the Christian era.] Amongst the Persians, Sace was a
general name for all Scythians;§ but in Europe, it scems to have been
limited to the most celebrated nation amongst these people.| The Greeks
long retained the name of Scythee,T which they applied to those nations
known to the Romans, at first as GETE or Getians, latterly as Gorms.
Zosimus and other late Greek writers, always denominate those Scythians,
who were called Getes by the Romans; and Dexippus, who wrote in the
third century, entitles his history of their wars with the empire, Scythica.**

When Darius made his famous expedition against the European
Scytha, 514 years before Christ, he found the Getz a warlike people,
situated on the western shores of the Euxine, and having subdued them,
he went in pursuit of the Scyths, who studiously avoided a collision with
his forces. One hundred and eighty years afterwards, Alexander led
his troops on a similar expedition, and found the same inhabitants.{¥

From these invasions, the Greeks appear to have acquired their first
knowledge of the Scythic nations.

Pliny says, these people inhabited from the mouth of the Danube, in-
land, and that their tribes acquired various names, the ancient denomi-
nation being retained by those only who lived in the most remote and
unknown parts.Jf Priscus, Theophanes, and others, speak of this peo-

* Lib. i. p. 33. Falconer, in his edition, i. p. 48, remarks on NVuu«adug, “apud Ho-
merum non memini me legere hoc vocabulum.” Xylander had done the same. Cas-

aubon thinks the word used was different, but of the same signification. Nomades is

expressive of the shepherd state of society. Nomades and Georgians appear to signify
pastoral and agricultural people. Pliny,iv.12. The Greeks, according to Wachter,
placed the Scyths towards the north, the Celts to the west, and the Celto-Scythe in a
middle situation. Newton says all Europe was peopled with Cimmerii and Scythians,
before the time of Samuel. Chronology

t Justin, quoted in a note on Beloe’s Herodotus.

{ Pinkerton’s Dissertation on the Goths. Scyth comes from Scytan; which, in the
eastern language, signifies a dart.—Wachter. Sciot, is in old Gatlic, a dart or arrow.
—# Ogygia.” Clelland says, Scuyt, is 2 man of the north. The Scyths were called
Aerpata, “ab aeor, vir, et pata, cedere,” sic. Herodotus, ii. 12. See the etymologies
of the name Scot.

§ Herodotus, vii. c. 60. Sace appears a corruption of Scythe. Appian, in.

|| Pliny. Diod. Sie. 9 ¢ Even until the 14th century.” Pinkerton.

** ]t has been supposed, that Scythe, Skute, Kute, are but different readings of
Gete. Beloe, ut sup. Get, or Got, according to Torfweus, anciently signified a sol-
dier. 11 Herodotus, iv.

{4 Lib. iv. 12. The term Gothi began, in his time, to supplant the ancient name of
Geta.
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ple under both the Greek and Roman appellations; and the philosopher
Anacharsis, celebrated as a learned Scythian, was related to the royal
princes of Getia. The two names were, therefore, certainly applied to
the same people.

*“ To the left (of the Danube) are the Scythe nomades towards the
west, who are spread even to the east sea and India,” are the words of
Strabo;* who elsewhere says, the most considerabie river which flows
through Scythia, is the Danube: andthisriveris placed by Diodorus among
those of Gaul, where it certainly arose, and discharged itself in the
Euxine, in the territories of the Get®, who lived on the north bank of
the stream. Pliny speaks of the Scythians inhabiting a part of Moesia,
towards Pontus; and those who lived in that country were afterwards
classed among the Gothic nations. . Herodotus says, where Thrace ends,
Scythia begias, and extends westward to the city Carcinitis.f

From this indefinite application of the term Scythew, it appears to have
been suitable to various tribes, and most probably was used to designate
those who remained in the state of Nomades, while others, who were
settled, became distinguished by peculiar names, as Pliny seems to have
understood.§ - It is otherwise scarcely possible to account for the remote
and disconnected situations in which this people are found.

Their vagrant habits were proverbial. Herodotus says, they had nei-
ther towns nor fortified places, but carried their habitations along with
them, so that their constant abode might be said to be in their wagons;||
and these habits characterized them in the time of Ammianus, who des-
cribes them as wandering over the wilds in their carts, whensoever and
whither they pleased:T a mode of life which Horace seems to envy.¥*

The Daci, who lived contiguous to the Geta, are often confounded
with them, which evidently shows that little difference could exist be-
tween the two people. They are, it is true, frequently mentioned dis-
tinctively, but we have Strabo’s authority, that the terms were indiscrim-
inately used;{f and Pliny tells us, that the Romans called the people by
either name, ‘“ Getee, Daci, Romanis dicti.”” Strabo says, the Daeci
““ab antiquo” lived towards Germany, around the sources of the Dan-
ube, ] which is considerably to the west of the situation which is after-
wards assigned them; but it is apparent that the Celts themselves have
been considered Scyths. Plutarch says, ‘‘the Celte extend from the
‘Western Ocean to the'part of Scythia on the Euxine; that the two na-
tions mingle together; and that, notwithstanding they are distinguished
by different names, according to their tribes, yet their whole army is

* Lib. xi. p. 507. t Lib. v. 2. { Lib. iv. 96.
§ Lib. iv. 12. The Scholiast of Appollonius Rhodius, who flourished 230 years, A. ¢
speaks of 50 nations of Scyths. || Lib. iv. T Lib. xxii. 8.

** ¢ Campestres melius Scythee

Quorum plaustra vagas rite trahunt domos
Vivunt, et rigidi Gete.” Lib. iii. 23. 9.

1} Lib. vii. p. 304. }$ Lib. vii
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called Cclto-Scythz.”® That the Greeks denominated the northein na-
tions Celto-Scyths, has been before observed.  Anastasius, a writer of
the ninth century, says the ancieuts were accustomed to call all the
portliern region Scythié, where are the Goths and Danes;f and Ortellius
remarks, ¢ Celtas cum Scythis, conjungit Aristoteles de mundo.”} A
line of demarcation has been drawn between the two people, at the point
*“ where the waters flow eastward to the Euxine, and westward to the
Atlantic;”’§ but they are so little discriminated, that a precise definition
of their territories is impossible, and when we speak of the one people,
we must ‘‘ often include an idea of both.”||

The Goths, or Scythians, are, therefore, an aboriginal people of Eu-
rope, differing in some resoects from their predecessors the Celts. That
they were of the same race, but later in the stream of population that
flowed westward, is the clear inference from all that the ancients have
left us concerning them.

Strabo observes, that the Greeks called the Get®, Dacians, and reek-
oned both Thracians, because they all used the same language. Thrace
anciently extended from the Danube to the Gulf of Corinth,T and when
the dispute between Erectheus, and Eumolpus the Thracian, who laid
claim to Athens as part of his father’s territory, was settled, it was
agreed that both people should be considered as one, and that the mys-
teries celebrated at Eleusis, the capitul of Thrace, should be equally re-
vered at Athens.** Thus, 3000 years ago, the Greeks and Barbarians
were but beginning to consider themselves different people. The cog-
nate marks by which nations of identic origin are recognised, were not
effaced among the Scythic race long after the unmixed Celts had been
confined to the west. When Xenophon finished the retreat of the 10,000
among the Gete, 398 years, a. c. the Greeks were then received as a
kindred people.{t

The 'wisdom, the learning, the justice, and the clemency of the Scy-
thic nations, have been much extolled. So great praise could not have
been bestowed without some reason, and we therefore find many illustri-
ous persons of antiquity were connected by birth with the Getic tribes. I

The Celts, who were °‘the most remote inhabitants towards the
west ’§§ 500 years before the advent of Christ, retained the same posi-

*In vita Marii. t Pinkerton’s Inquiry, i. 1¢2.

1 Geographia, 1505. He considers all the ancient inhabitants of Europe, Celts, and
quotes many authorities to prove all the northern nations of that race. See his map
of Europe, &e.

§ Caledonia, i. p 10. .|| Ogygia.

T Thucydides, ii. 20. Hence Pausanias speaks of the Gete obtaining ¢ that part of
Thrace which is beyond the Ister,” i. ¢. 9.

**See Clarke on Coins, p. 66, with his authorities.

tt Herodotus, iv. 93, ap. Caledonia.  Strabo, Lib. vii. says the Celts and Thracians
mingled together.

tf Anacharsis. Menander, the inventor of comedy. Zamalxis, who wrote of a place
of happiness in a future state, &c. &e. &e.

§§ Except the Cynete.  Herodotus, iv. c. 3.
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tion when Cwmsar commenced the Gallic war, fifiy-seven years before
that era. At this time they appeared in three great divisions: the Cel-
te, the Belge, and the Aquitani; distinct from each other, and sepa-
rated {rom the Germans by the river Rhine.* We have here a proof
of the gradual formation of several nations, from one numerous and
‘wide-spread race; for the more ancient historians were ignorant of these
divisions, and the terms, even at the above period, seem to have been
applied more as local distinctions of the same race, than indications
of different people.

Diodorus relates, what he tells us few knew any thing about, that
*“ the Celte inhabited the inland parts about the Alps, and on this side
the Pyrennean mountains, called Celtica; and those who were below
this part, sonthward to the ocean, and the mountain Hyrcinus, and all
as far as Scythia, were called Gauls; but the Romans called all the in-
habitants by one and the same name of Gauls.”’{ Casar, who describes
the three nations as differing from each other in customs, language, and
laws, at the same time says, that the whole people continued to denomi-
nate themselves Celte, which term was also sometimes used by the Ro-
mans with the more familiar appellation of Galli, as other writers also
notice.]

Ammianus Marcellinus, who lived 438 years later than Cesar, thinks
it rather a matter of conjecture than of fact, that Gaul was inhabited by
three sorts of people, and he as a soldier, had often come in contact with
their troops, and had served in Gaul and Germany, along with numer-
ous bodies of Celtic auxiliaries.

An examination of the ancient historians and geographers, will show
the positions of the three natinons, and wherein they differed from each
other, and from the people who dwelt around them.

From the Garonne to the Seine and Marne was the possession of the
Certz, who retained their ancient and appropriate name, as they did also
that of their country, which was called Celtica. From the Seine to the
Rhine were the territories of the BeLc®, who were the most celebrated
nation of Gaul. This people believed themselves descended of the Ger-
MANNI, from whom they were only separated by the Rhine; but in those
ancient times, when the Germans are said to have sent this colony
across the river to settle in Belgica, were they not themselves Celtz,
with whom they retained the common tradition of being indigenous?§
Dio Nica®us says, that, in the most ancient times, the inhabitants of both
sides of the Rhine called themselves by the same name, Celts; and he
himself calls the Belgians, Celtics.|| Josephus calls the German legion,

* Ceesar de Bello Gallico, i. t Lib. v. c. 2.

t De Rello Gallico. Pliny, iv.

§ Tacitus de Moribus Germanorum. Like the Celts, they also affected a celestial
crigin. In their old poems they celebrated Tuisto, a god sprung from the earth, und
a1s son, Mannus, as their first parents.

{| Quoted in Ritson’s Memoirs of the Celts.
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which formed Caligula’s body guard, the Celtic; and Ortellius, who
cites many authorities, says the unanimous opinion of all historians is,
that those called Gauls and Germans were Celts.* Strabo found the
two people closely. resembled each other in nanners and personal ap-
pearance, from which he coneeived that the Germans had been rightly
named the brethren of the Gauls. * His etymology may be wrong,| but
the term was certainly imposed by the Romans, and never acknowledg-
ed by themselves.t Suidas, in like manner, affirms that the Celts were
also called Germans, but Schoepflin understands him to mean otherwise.§
Many Gallic nations were settled on the German side of the Rhine,
and one of the most considerable was that of the Helvetii, who are de-
scribed by Cwmsar as in no respect different from the other inhabitants;||
at the same time he says, they were not entirely similar to the Celts. T
This is inconsistent with what he has elsewhere observed of these colo-
nies,** and perhaps implies no greater variation than what is observable
between the remote districts of all countries; for throughout his Com-
mentaries, it does not appear that the difference between the Celtic na-
ions was very material.  Tacitus, finding so many Gauls in Germany,
endeuvors to account for part of them, by saying they were vagabonds,
who, being reduced by poverty to the necessity of leaving their own
country, settled on the waste lands that appeared to belong to no certain
proprietor. Camsar says, these Gaulish emigrants established themselves
in the most fruilful places; but even had these tracts been entirely un-
occupied, bands of robbers, however desperate they may have become,
would have had some difficulty in taking forcible possession of them.
The Germans looked sharply after their waste lands, and were by no means
inclined to let strangers occupy even the most desert places. The poor
Ansibarians, one of their own tribes, after an unsuccessful revolt, were
not permitted to settle any where among them, but were exposed to all
the Roman vengeance for asserting their liberty, and wandered about
until they were utterly exterminated.ff The probability is, that the
Gallic eolonies obtained peaceable settlements from the claims of nation-
al affinity; and it may be proof of a good understanding between the two
people, if it goes not farther, that several German tribes made common
cause with the Belgic armies in the Gallic war. Tacitus has himself, in
another place, acknowledged the close resemblance of the nations in-
habiting both sides of the Rhine; and the tradition that the Belgians were
a colony of Germans, may have arisen from some faint recollection of the
progress of the ancient Celt to the west of Europe.

It has been much disputed whether the Germans are of Scythic or Sar-

* Geeographia, sub Europn. He also speaks of ¢ Celtica sive Germanica.” See also
Sheringham, de Anglorum gentis origine.

t Lib. iv. p. 195, vii. p. 200.

§ Mr. Greatheed, in Archezlogia, xvi. Clarke says the word signifies swordsmen or
warriors § “ Vindicie Celtice.”

{| Bello Gallico, vi. ¢. 22. T Ibid. vi. c. 19.

**1hid vi. c. 10. tt Tacitus, Anuals
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matian origin. It is scarcely necessary to add much on a subject whicis
has been treated with a greater degree of attention than it perhaps mer-
its.* Pomponius Mela says, the Sarmat® and the Germanni were the same
people, and Pliny affirms that they were anciently Scyths: the name
Scythz, says he, is changed into that of Sarmatians and Germans.T
Pausanias remarks the nomadic state in which the Sauromate lived,}
and in which they bore so strong a resemblange to the Scythians, of
whom, according to Procopius, they were but a tribe. Some of the Sar-
matze appear, from Pliny, to have been in Pannonia, and Diodorus
brings them from Medea; but they may, with some propriety, be said to
have perambulated rather than inhabited a country.§

The extent of Germania in later times seems not to have been very
well ascertained. It was called Lochlin, or Lychlin, by the British
tribes; a name that repeatedly occurs in the works of the bards, and was
extended to Scandinavia. A Gaélic MS., of the ninth or tenth ceuntury,
describes Gaul and Lochlin as one and the same country, only divided
by the Rhine.|

The Aquitani, the third division of the Celt®, were situated between
the river Garonne and the Pyrennean mountains, and they called their
country Aremorica.T The most considerable difference between the
Gauls was found in the inhabitants of this district, who resembled the
Iberians wnore than the other Celts.**

This personal resemblance of the two nations may have arisen from
their vicinity to each other, and a different complexion from the northern
Gauls appears to have been the effect of a warmer climate; but a better
reason for the similarity may be found in the authorities already quoted,
as well as in others, where it appears that the Iberians were themselves
originally Celte, who, crossing the Pyrennees, acquired the name of Cel-
tiberi, or rather Celtz-Iberi; the inhabitants of both sides of these moun-
tains living in amity and friendship, intermarrying, and wearing the same
dress, the Celts inhabiting the accessible parts of the mountain its‘elf.ﬂ'
Ephorus, according to Strabo, extends Gaul to the city of Cadiz.

The Gauls, after having remained in the west and north of Europe
until they had become very numerous, sent back their redundant popu-
lation to seek for new settlements in the countries which were peopled
by the first Celtic migrations, but where all recollection of their common.
origin was apparently lost, and n..ny colonies were established in vari-
ous places.

* See the works of Dr. and James Macpherson, Pinkerton, and many others.

t Lib. iv. ¢. 12. In lib. ii. c. 13, he expressly says, Kuropean Scythia comprehended
Germany. { Lib. i. c. L. § Macpherson’s Introduction.

|| Report of the Committee of the Highland Society on the Poems of Ossian, Ap-
pendix, p. 309. Lychlyn, i. e. the lake of standing water, is the Welsh name for the
Baltic. { Cesar, de B. G. vii. e. 32. Pliny,iv. c.17.

** Strabo, iv. p. 176.

tt Diod. Sic. v. c. 2. Strabo, iii. p. 162. Appian, in Ibericis, lib. vi. c. 2. ¢ Galloruna
Celte miscentes nomen Iberis.”” Lucan,iv. 9
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Ituly itself was originally peopled by the Celtwe, in their progressive
edvances to the extremities of the west. The Umbrians, ‘“ an exceed-
ing great and ancient people,” were the first known inhabitants, and
were certainly Gauls,* and the progenitors of the Sabines, whom Cicero
calls the flower of Italy. Like the Aquitani about the Pyrennees, the
Celts dwelt on each side of the Alps. Near them were the Turinois,
Agoniens, and many other uatious of the same race.t The Ligurians,
Hetruscans, Venetians, [nsubtians, &c. were undoubtedly Celts; but
many Gallic colonies at different periods settled in Italy, where a nation-
al relationship, in all probabilily, assisted them in obtaining favorable
possessions. The territories of this people were called by the Romans
Cisalpine Gaul; and when they had been subdued, and had obtaiued the
privileges of Roman citizens, the province was distinguished by the name
of Gallia Togata.

The apparent variety of Lancuaces among the ancient inhabitants of
Europe, is advanced as a strong argument in proof of a diversity of
races. The Celts were the sole people who, after their migrations, set-
tled in the west and north of Europe, and spreading themselves over a
large continent, they became separated into cantons or nations, that ac-
quired or assumed distinctive appellations. As the learned Dr. Murray
observes, ‘each horde soon multiplied into various nations, regulated
by similar customs, and loosely connected by language.” Various cir-
cumstances operating on their common speech, gave rise to peculiar
pronunciation or dialect.] The change of old, the substitution of new
words, and other causes affecting articulation, produce, in time, great
difference between the speech of distant places in an extensive country;
but among nations of identic origin, there must long continue a close
affinity of language. That the Celtic and Gothic are derived from the
same source is evinced by many works of profound learning, and if a
resemblance or connexion between them is still to be traced, the similar-
ity must have been much more perceptible 2000 years ago. Thucydides
says, that before Homer’s time, there was no distinction known between
the Greeks and those called Barbarians; that the whole inhabitants
closely resembled each other in customs, manners, and language, and
lived in a good understanding with each other.

The language of the Greeks and Thracians was anciently as much.

alike as their religion; and Orpheus, Mus®us, with several other poets,

celebrated as Greeks, were certainly Thracians.§ Ovid says that the.

Getic language, although much altered, still retained evident marks of
its Grecian original. Wachter shows that the Celto-Scyths, being the

*Servins, in Eneid, Solinus. Tzetzes on Lycophron, Pezron, &c. Pliny tells us
the Tuscans won 300 cities from them, and amera, according to Cato, was founded
064 years before the war with Perseus. t Polybius, &ec.

1 M. Bullet, Memoir sur la langue Celtique,i. c. 4, says the difference of chmate
will alter a language.

§ Orpheus is represented as a native of Thessaly, but this country was originally part
of Thrace. Strabo. 3
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most ancient Germans, and the progenitors of the Goths, Saxons, and
other nations, ¢ their tongue, although from the mutations of ages now
very much altered,” must have originally been the Celtic langnage *
The Anglo-Saxon itself, derived from the Ingevones, *“is the maritime
daughter of Celtica, and the first born, from her nativity neither entirc y
similar, nor altogether unlike.” f Schilter f and Gebelin § also prove
this family connexion. ¢ These vastly learned authors demonstrate,
without intending it, that the Celtic and Teutonic languages had a com-
mon origin.””|| The similarity of the Greek and Teutonic has often beea
observed. This fact first struck Camden, Stephens, and Scaliger; but
¢“ Salmasius, Francis Junius, and Meric Casaubon, first inferred that
the Greek and Gothic languages, which were so similar in many re-
spects, must have come from a common parent; *’T and this evidence of
speaking the same tongue, may be acknowledged as one of the surest
proofs of original descent.*#

The Latin, which is composed, according to Dr. Smith,{t of the
Greek and ancient languages of Italy, affords a less striking resemblance
to the Gothic. The dialects of Italy were derived from the Celtic, but
from the late formation of the Latin the affinity is less obvious: yet
Quintillian observes, that among the words derived from other langnages,
those from the Gallic were most numerous, and gives several instances.ff
The grammatical construction of the old Latin was exactly similar to the
Celtic. Thus, pennai, aulai, for pennz, aule, in the genitive, is exactly
the fionnai, malai, of the Gaélic. In like manner the ablative was
formed by the addition of d: pucnandod, preedad, now pugnando, prada,
precisely resembling the cogadh, creachadh, of the Gaélic,§§in which it
is to he observed that the final d is not sounded; and this quiescence in
the old Latin is the apparent reason of its ultimate omission. .

If the various languages which ancient authors speak of, were radical-
ly different, the number of pations and of races will be wonderfully
increased. Mithridates, king of Pontus, is said to have learned twenty-
two languages, that he might be able to converse with all his subjects,
and Timosthenes says, that in a town of Colchis, three hundred nations,

* Glossarium Germannicum, Prefatio, ¢. xxviii.

t Ibid. Lingua Anglo Saxonica, cum sit ab Ingevonibus orta, filia est Celtice mari-
tima et primogenita, natalibus suis nec omnino similis, nec omnino dissimilis, c. xli.

{ Thesaurus Ant. Teutonicum. § Monde. primitif; ix. 41, 51.

|| Caledonia, i. p. 12. 1 Ibid.

** Clarke, on Coins, p. 77. The similarity of weights and measures offers to this in-
telligent writer an additional evidence of identic origin. A Mr. Kuithan recently
published a work, to show that not only were the Greek and German languages alike,
but that the people were originally the same. Cluverius thinks the German is the
purest relic of the Celtic.

tt On the formation of language.

11 Festus calls a Gallic chariot, Petoritum. Pedwar, Welch, is four, Rheda. wheel,
Thie is noticed by Cluver, Dr. Murray, &c. Caterva,a legion; Cad, Gaelic,an urmy,
Turva, multitude, &e.

§§ Report on the poems of Ossian, Appendix, p. 263.
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each of a different language, met to traffic;* but these accounts are at
variance with the express testimony which we find, of the close affinity of
the languages anciently spoken in Europe. ~We ought, in most cases,
to understand dialect only, an inference that is justified by the writers
themselves.  Strabo, who gives the Alani, an inconsiderable people,
twenty-six languages, tells us the Geta and Daci, both very powerful
nations, or rather the same people, had but one speech;{ and represents
the Gauls, whose three divisions, according to Ceesar, had peculiar and
distinct languages, as differing little from each other in manners, and
still less in speech.f St. Jerome says, the Galatians, who were un-
doubtedly Celts, besides the Greek, spoke the same language as the
Treviri, a people of, or bordering on, Belgic-Gaul.§ Herodotus says
the Scythic nations resembled each other in their manners generally,
but had particular dialects, and that the Sauromatz used the Scythic
speech.| If this language had been radically different from that spoken
in Western Europe, some traces of it would certainly have remained, but
no specimen can be produced. The Gothic tongue undoubtedly sprang
from the Celtic. Tacitus informs us, that in his time the Gothini spoke
the Gallic language, and the Cimbri and Alstii used the British speech.f
That it was Celtic, is beyond dispute. Reinerus Reineccius, an author
of credit, who is quoted by Camden, affirms that both Gauls and Cimbri
used the same speech;** which, indeed, appears from these authors who
speak of the people as of the same race.

The Scythians, who were attacked by Darius, either spoke Gothic, er
it cannot be admitted that either they or their descendants ever came
into Europe. In this part of the world the Celta first arrived, *“ and
supplied a language; then, in the course of thousands of years, came
different tribes of the same people, the language of each radically the
same as the first, but from the lapse of time somewhat changed.”’{}

Nations that are favorably situated for commercial pursuits suffer a
change in their language sooner than those who are inland and removed
from intercourse with strangers. When manufactures and arts begin to
excite the attention of mankind, there arise new ideas, and a necessity
for new expressions. When the productions of one country become
objects of desire to the inhabitants of others, the wants which are re-
ciprocally supplied by the exchange of commodities increase with the
facility of gratification; and hence, as the arts of civil life begin to be
encouraged, new words are required, and language undergoes a gradual
and incvitable alteration. Thus the speech of a pecple who are in a
state of progressive improvement becomes much changed in process of

" As quoted in Lewis’s History of Britain, fol. 17290. When Diod. Sic. says of Han-
nibal’s troops, that they differed as much in their humors as they did in their lan-
guages, are we to understand him literally ?

t Lib. vin. ® i Lib. iv. § Comment. on Galatians, ii.

|| Lib. iv. 117. % De moribus Germanoram.

** Camden, Higgins, Lewis, &e. tt Higgins's ¢ Celtic Dzaids,” p (2.
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time. Polybius writes, that the Latin was then so different froin what it

had been in the time of Lucius Junius Brutus and Marcus Valerius, whe

were consuls when the first treaty between the Romans and Carthagini-

ans was made, that little of that document could be then understood.*

But when a nation, on the contrary, is stationary in civilisation, the lan-
guage necessarily remains the same.

The Romans were always studious to introduce their language into
all countries which were brought under their dominion; { but they would
have been less successful in producing any change among the Gauls,
had they not been able, at the same time, to establish a considerable
commercial intercourse.  These nations found a stimulus to their natu-
ral ingenuity, and a gratification to their avarice, of which they are
said to have had a good share, by the advantages of a friendly inter-
course and profitable trade with the luxurious Romans; and their par-
iality to the wines of Italy had, no doubt, a tendency to soften their
enaracteristic dislike to innovation.

It is equally customary, even in these days, to call peculiar dialects
by the name of languages, as it is to generalize various dialects under
one denomination. The Gaélic of Scotland, the Welch, the Irish, and
the Manx, are considerably different from each other, and yet they are
but dialects of the same speech, and the term Briton is common to the
whole inhabitants of the island; yet the English, the Scots, and the
Welch are distinct people, and they all use the English language, (ex-
cept in the Gaélic parts;) but the dialects are, in some cases, so differ-
ent, that they scarcely appear the same, and are, indeed, sometimes cal-
led different languages.

The Yorkshire, and the west country dialects,-havé no great resem-
blance to that of Middlesex; nor is the speech of the people in the north
like that used by the inhabitants of the southern provinces of Scotland.

Thus do we find a primeval race, arriving in Europe at some unknown

and remote period, and filling with inhabitants a vast extent of territory -

Different divisions of these aborigines acquired distinct names with ap-
propriate possessions, and, in the lapse of ages, became dissimilar in
manners, in colloquial idiom, and pronunciation. A due counsideration
of these apparently natural and certain effects of separation, may prevent
much unsatisfactory argument, that bewilders and perplexes the mind, in
the vain attempt to find distinct and various races of men, where all must
have had a common origin. The Barbarians appeared to the early
Greeks and Romans, who knew little of them, under different lights, and

*Lib. iii.

t ¢ So sensible were the Romans of the influence of language over national man-
ners, that it was their most serious care to extend, with the progress of their arms, the
use of the Latin tongue.” Gibbon.

¢ The Scotch is not to be considered a provincial dialect,—it is the language of a
whole country~the common speech of the whole nation in early life.” Edinburgh
Review, vol. xiii. p. 259.
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were viewed as consisting of many nations: when they came under more
particular observation in later times, there had arisen differences suffi-
cient to justify a national appellation.

There is, it must be confessed, a gloom around the early history of
the Celts, which neither the writings of antiquity, nor the deepest inves-
tigations of modern ages, are able entirely to penetrate.

The faint light by which the Hyperborei, the Cimbri, the Scythe, and
the Celte are presented to our view, is clouded by fable, and obscured
by the conjectures of credulity. The polished Greeks and Romans des-
pised and contemned all who were without the pale of their own domin-
ion. It was only when they wished to subjugate those barbarians, or
were exposed to their furious inroads, that they deigned to notice them.
Then, the savage manners, and strange appearance of these nations
made a strong, and perhaps unjust, impression on those who were more
civilized* The desperate exploits of the enemy were related by those
who witnessed them, with all the exaggeration which fear could suggest;
and the wonderful recitals were, it may be safely presumed, often height-
ened by a desire to exalt the bravery and resolution of soldiers who had
ventured to contend with such terrific assailants. The tremendous ar-
mies of the Cimbri and Teutones filled the Romans with the utmost ter-
ror and dismay, and people from whom they had so narrowly escaped
utter destruction, were represented as almost supernatural. ¢“ No man,’
says Plutarch, ‘““knew what they were, or from whence they came.

S
)
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They were of immense stature, with horrid countenances, speaking a
language scarcely human. They advanced with a host that trod down,
or swept all before them, and their howlings and horrid bellowings were
like those of wild beasts.””f Such expressions betray the trepidation of
the Romans, increased by the boldness of an enemy, that, passing the
Alps as if by miracle, presented themselves in the plains of Italy, and,
marching towards Rome, threatened the speedy destruction of the em-
pire. Yet it must be confessed, that there was abundant caase for ter-
ror, after making allowance for considerable overcharge in the picture.
The Cimbrians, it is further said by Plutarch, like the giants of old,

* When the first alarm had subsided, their numerous hosts were often defeated by
very inferior numbers. Their great strength, and native valor gave way to the strict
discipline and military tact of the Greeks and Romans.

t Plutarch, of the Cimbrian war. Polysnus. Mil. Strat. viii. 10.
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CHAPTER 1L

BRITAIN—THE ORIGIN OF ITS ANCIENT INHABITANTS
HISTORICALLY DEDUCED.

Various suppositions have been formed respecting the period when
Britaix first became the residence of human beings.  The fact cannot
be ascertained, and it is not important to be known. That this island
remained for many ages unoccupied by mankind, and perhaps undiscov-
ered, while other parts of the world were teeming with population, is a
reasonable belief. Tradition itself seems unable to reach a period so
remote, yet it is alluded to in the works of the Welsh bards.

The Phenicians, who were celebrated as maritime adventurers, are
supposed to have been the discoverers of Britain, and to have traded
hither in the most early ages. It may not have been imnpossible for these
people to establish a commercial intercourse with Britain ¢ perhaps a
thousand years before our era,”* but there appears to be no sufficient
proof of the existence of so early a communication; and the Cassiterides,
or Isles of Tin, for which metal they are said to have chiefly resorted,
seem erroneously to be considered the Scillies off the Cornish coast.
““No one writer of any Antiquity,”” says Ritson, ‘‘ever mentions that
the Pheenicians traded to Cornwall for Tin.”” It is maintained, that they
were well acquainted with Britain; but it is also confessed, that subse-
quent Historians and Geographers appear ignorant of this ancient cor-
respondence. Dio says, the early Greeks and Romans did not so muca
as know there was such an island, T and to account for these inconsis-

* Whittaker, Pinkerton, &c. M’Pherson and others suppose an earlier colonization.
Carte fixes it 450, A. C.

t Aristotle, who flourished 350 years before Christ, speaks of it both as Albium and
Brettania.—Buchannan, &ec.
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40 BRITAIN.

tencies, it has been ingeniously conjectured that the trade was given up,
and the way to the island lost for a considerable time.

It has been asserted, that, at the period of this supposed intercourse,
no part of the world produced Tin but the islands of Britain. Pliny
mentions this metal as plentiful in Lusitania and Gallicia. Diodorus atd
Possidonius say that much tin was found in different parts of Spain; and
Aristotle calls it Celtic, as a distinction from that of India. It was pro-
cured in great quantitics from the islands which Pliny deseribes as lying
in the ocean over against Celtiberia, and which from this production re-
ceived the name Cassiferides. Ptolemy places them under ‘¢ the situa-
tion of Tarraconia;” and Mela* says the islands, which for abundance
of lead were so called, lay in the parts of the Celtici, a people of Spain.
Strabo also places them opposite to Celtiberia.  They appear to have
been the Azores or Western Islands, anciently the Hesperides, a term
descriptive of their geographical situation; for that the Scillies were the
isles of Tin, certainly appears doubtful. These islands are in number
upwards of one hundred and forty, but of the others there are but nine
or ten. The expression of Strabo, who says, in his second book, that
Britain and these islands are without the pillars of Hercules, does not
prove nor imply that they were near to each other.f They are, on the
contrary, mentioned as perfectly distinct; I and the opinion of the single
insula Silura of Solinus, § being the Cassiterides of the ancients, perhaps
originated with Richard of Cirencester, who applies the appellation to
the Scillies.|| A recent visitor says he *‘could discover no traces of
mines or minerals, whether ancient or modern, in them.”” T The historian
of Cornwall confesses that the ancient workings which he believes he
discovered, were *‘neither deep, nor many, nor large,’’ and adopts the
supposition of Ortellius, that the Cassiterides must have included Corn-
wall and Devonshire. A

Mictis is supposed to be the Isle of Wight, where lead was also pro-
cured; but Pliny informs us, on the authority of Timzus, that it lay six
days’ sail from Britain.** Mictis was not therefore thelctis of Diodorus,
which lay so near to the English coast that it could, at low tide, be ap-
proached by land.  Hither, therefore, he says the Britons conveyed
the tin which they dug, from whence it was transported to Gaul.{f

It appears, then, that Herodotus does not call these islands Cassiter-
ides; but it is certain that Britain was known to both Greeks and Ro-
mans, some ages before it became an object of conquest to the latter
people, and it may have been visited by adventurers in much more ancient
times.f T Little, however, can be elicited concerning the earliest history

* Lib. iii. e. 6. t Lib ii. p. 129. { Pliny, Diod. &e. § C.22.
|| He calls them Sygdiles. Borlase says the proper name is Sylleh.
7 Cambell, in his ed. of Ossian. ** Lib. iv. 16. tt Lib. v 2.

}f The author of Argonautica, who lived, it is believed, in the time of Pisistratus,
about 570, A. C. speaks of Britain, or perhaps Ireland, under the name Iernis. From
Plutarch, de defect. orac. the Elysium of the ancients appears to have bean in the north-

tn part of the island. Homer says, Ulysses, in his passage to the shades, touched
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of European nations, from the dark and mysterious intimations of anti-
guity, the faint light of which is unable to guide us clearly through the
wild dreams and fictions of ignorance, and credulity. If an enterprising
navigator, at some distant period, had caught a sight of Britain or Ire-
land, the Orkneys, or the Shetland isles; the obscure and marvellous re-
citals of poets, and the inexplicable narrations and allegories of theology,
would be conceived to have some allusion to the newly found, or long
lost land; and the ingenuity of succeeding ages, when farther discove-
ries were made, readily applies the ambiguous descriptions of antiquity
to places of which but an imperfect knowledge has been obtained. The
conflicting and indefinite accounts are, consequently, reconciled and ap-
plied, as credulity or caprice may suggest.

The description of that island, which the Iyperborei are said to have
inhabited, can suit no other than Britain. The island lay opposite to
Gaul, and was as large as Sicily. The people used their own proper
language, worshipped in groves and circular temples, played on the
harp, and led the most happy lives. They had a great esteem for the
Greeks, with whom, from the most distant agcs, they had maintained a
correspondence arising from certain religious connexions, in consequence
of which, it is said, some of that nation visited this sequestered land,
leaving many presents to the gods, and Greek inscriptions to commem-
orate their mission.* .

Pytheas of Massilia, who lived before Aristotle, is said to have first
discovered Britain, and Thule or Thyle, concerning which there is much
uncertainty. This island is represented as some days’ sail northwards
from Britain, and should hence appear to be Shetland.t Agricola’s fleet,
we are told, saw Thule as they circumnavigated the island.] Mela de-
gcribes it as opposite to the Belgian coast, a position in which Richard
of Cirencester agrees, but strangely adds, that it lay beyond the Ork-
neys. Alfred, in his Saxon version of Orosius, says it lay northwest of
Ireland, and was known by few. That island has itself been taken for
Thule, and the term has been applied to the Western Islands of Scot-
land. Some have also contended that the name was given to the northern
parts of that country.§ That Thule, in any of these situations, could

at Caledonia, to which Tacitus, in Germania, alludes.—Pinkerton. Solinus says that
an altar, inscribed with Greek characters, was to be seen in the north, which proved
this, ¢. 22. The second Brennus, who led the Gauls into Greece, when Delphos was
rifled, is thought by some writers to have been a Briton; and Lemon, in the preface to
his English etymology, p. xxiii. § 5, seriously relates this as the cause of the ultimate
invasion of this island. Joseph de Gorionides, ¢ de Hannibale,” says that general con-
quered the Britons, iii. 15, ap. Higgins, p. 80. But there were nations so called on the
Continent,

* Diodorus, who relates this from Hecatw®us, a very ancient author, whose veracity,
it must be observed, he seems to doubt.

tSo d’ Anville understands it. Strabo calls it six days’ sail from Britain; Solinus five
days and nights from Orkney. 1 Vita Agricole.

§ Essay concerning the Thule of the ancients, Edinburgh, 1693
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have been ¢“large and copious in continual apples,” as Solinus repre-

sents, is incredible. Saxo calls Iceland, Thylen, while Procopius ap-
plies the term Thule to Scandinavia,* Perhaps the name was given to
the land which was believed the farthest towards the north, and trans-
ferred to the islands successively discovered. It has heen, indeed,
conjectured that there were formerly some isles between the continent
and Scotland that have been long since lost. The Saxonum Insul® of
Pliny are believed to have disappeared, in consequence of some natural
convulsion, and the fact of Heligoland having been several ages ago re-
duced to half its size, is adduced in support of this hypothesis.t The
Welsh poems record the formation of Anglesea and many other islands
by a dreadful inundation, and the island Plada, which seems at no dis-
tant period to have been disjoined from Arran, carries in its name a
proof of this disruption, Bladh, is a part, and Bladham, I break.

The singular phenomena produced by the refraction and reflection of
light on fogs arising from the sea, lakes, or morasses, are well known.
Appearances of this kind have deceived experienced navigators, who
confidently believed they saw islands in the distant ocean, and it is by
no means improbable that ancient mariners may have had their senses
so imposed on. The illusion is sometimes so complete that you may
behold, with the most perfect resemblance to nature, picturesque land-
scapes, towns, castles, &c., and that some such appearance gave rise to
the idea of a happy and fruitful country, the abode of the blessed, can
scarcely be doubted. This ¢‘ fairy land” was situated in the western
ocean, and was familiar to the inhabitants of these islands, being denom-
inated Flathinis and Hybrasil by the Scots and Irish.T One of these
phenomena was seen, it is said, in the Atlantic, in the ninth centary;
and so convinced were seamen of the existence of one or more fertile
and romantic islands, remote from all other land, that they have actually,
it appears, been placed on maps.§

Had so singular an appearance been noticed in ancient times, it might,
in some degree, account for the wonderful stories concerning the British
islands, and the confusion respecting the Thule of antiquity.

At what period Britain became inhabited, and from what particular
district of the continent the first colonists arrived, are equally unknown
and open to conjecture. While some writers believe it probable that the
first inhabitants arrived a thousand years before Christ, others suppose
a much earlier migration hither.  Parties from the coast of Gaul may

* Pinkerton’s Enquiry, i. 1 Ibid. i. 204.

{ The Saxon Cockaigne seems to have been the same island which was also known
to the French and Spaniards by other names. See ¢ the Western Wonder, or O'Brazeel,
an Enchanted Island,” 4to. 1674.

§ This singular effect of mirage on the sands of the coasts in the western isles 1s no-
ticed in the Edinburgh Philosophical Journal for Dec. 1827. The Highlanders call it
Dun na feadhrelgh, fairy castles. Some remarkable appearances of this kind were
seen near Youghal, in Ireland, in 1796, 1797, 1801, &e.
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have occasionally visited the island for the purpose of hunting, before
permanent settlements were formed; and, even after colonies had estab-
lished themsclves, a long time must have been required to people. the
whole island.

Bréttania is first mentioned by Aristotle, and Brittia is the term gen-
erally used by the ancients. It appears to be the second name, aud is
derived by Whittaker from the Welsh, Brython, divided; the Gaélic
Bieac, striped or chequered, Brezonec, the appellation of Armorica,
the name Brigantes, Allo-Broges, &ec., being all related. Mac Pherson
derives the name from Braid, extensive, In, land, Clarke from Braitoin,
top of the waves; and the etymology of another writer is equally simple,
but less probable: Stackhouse gives Bre, a hill, Ton, a dwelling; Bre-
theim, in ancient Celtic and German, is said, by Wol{gang, to signify a
residence; but Borlase asserts that no British word begins with B as a
radical.

The Britons, like the continental Celts, were ignorant of their origin,
and believed themselves indigenous, a proof that they could not have
recently arrived. Diodorus considered them as natives of the soil; but
Tacitus, more correct, was of opinion that the first inhabitants came
from the opposite coasts of the Continent. = Czesar represents the inhab-
itants of the maritime parts as adventurers from Gaul, and those of .the
interior only as ahorigines, according to their own tradition. The Cum-
ri, whom the Welsh Triads make the first colonists, are otherwise be-
lieved to have been the second, and of a different race. That they were,
not, may appear from what has already been said;* and whether they
proceeded from Aquitain, as some conjecture, from Tacitus,f or from
Belgic Gaul, the only essential difference between these nations and the
Celts consisted in name and local position. The aboriginal inhabitants
of Britain must have been Celtie, for that race anciently possessed the
whole of continental Europe. These Cumricould not have been a very
large colony, or have occupied much greater extent of territory than
Wales, for the appellation was not applied to other Britons. Accord-
ing to the best Welsh Antiquaries, they came in on the Guydhel, as
they term the primitive inhabitants, whose name proves their derivation
from the great race who peopled the western world.  The period when
the Cumri arrived is unknown. If the term was ¢“ the hereditary name of
the Gauls,” and ‘¢ the common appellation of all the tribes of Britain,”
it is in vain to look for a colony bearing it as a proper and peculiar
name. When the island was gradually filling with inbabitants from the
redundant population of Gaul, various successive arrivals undoubtedly

*« No Cimbri ever landed here, except Gauls, so called. Those who broke into
Greece appear to have been called Galli, Celte, Cimmerii, and Cimbri.”—Gen. Hist.
of the Britons, p. 47. ¢ No one has any right to it (Britain) but the Cumri, for they
first took possession,and before that time there were no persons living in it.”—Ancient
Welsh Laws. Hu Cadarn brought hither the first Cumri.

t Who perceived a likeness between the Silures and Iberians. d '
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took place. The Triads mention the Lloegrwys, who came from
Gwasgwn or Gascony, as the next settlers, from whom the Welsh de-
nominate the English Lloegr; but in less doubtful history, the Belgz
appear to have succeeded the Cumri, who had been so long in the isl-
and that they were considered, as they have styled themselves, the an-
cient Britons.

The Belgians are said to have arrived heresthree centuries and a half
before the epoch of Christianity, and that about this period there existed
a connexion between the two countries, is very probable. Divitiacus,
king of the Suessiones, a Belgic tribe, who was alive in Cesar’s tine,
had a certain sovereignty in Britain,* which he visited, enlarging his
dominions by the subjection of great part of the southern districts of
England.

When Julius Cesar meditated his de%cent there subsisted a consider-
able intercourse between Britain and the continent, by means of which
he sought information respecting the country and its inhabitants; but it
does not appear that he obtained very accurate knowledge of either.
The merchants who traded with the patives were the parties to whom he
chiefly addressed himself; but their personal knowledge of the island did
not, probably, extend to any considerable distance from the ports to
which they resorted, and the natives, we may believe, were not dlSpOS"‘d
to be very communicative.

When the Romans landed in Britain they found the maritime parts on
the south possessed by the Belgz, who were neither a race distinct from
the Celtre, nor did they speak a language ‘ altogether different.” A
better climate, and a degree of commercial intercourse, produced a me-
lioratinn of condition; but we have no reason to believe that these ad-
vantages had very materially increased the difference between the
southern and inland tribes at the period now under review. Diodorus
simply remarks that those who inhabited the promontory of Balerium,
(Cornwall,) were more civilized and courteous to strangers than the rest
of the population, by reason of their intercourse with foreign merchants.
The Britons, like the Gauls their progenitors, bore a general resemblance
in language, religion, manners, and customs, the strong and indubitable
proofs of a common origin. The local appellations throughout the ter-
ritories which they inhabited decidedly evince that ‘“ the British Belgee
were of Céltic lineage.”” A Gothic colonization is, nevertheless, said to
have ta'en place when the Belgze established themselves on this side the
channel.{ It has been shown that this people were but a division of the
Gauls, and not to be confounded with the nations of Getia. Three
hundred and thirty-four years before our era, the Scyths were not in
western Europe, but remained on the shores of the Euxine, and the
Gothic migrations from the east began about two hundred years after-
wards. The Goths first came into notice as a fierce and powerful peo-
ple in A. 1. 250, before which time they were little known to the Ro-

* Bello Gal. ii. c. 4. t Pinkerton.
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mans, and their empire on the Danube was not formed until A. D. 328
Previous to the descent of Cwmsar, these nations were still about the
Euxiue, at which ume Britain had been fully peopled by the Celte;
and the silence of history attests that no iinportant migration of the
Goths had hitherto taken place.

It becomes, therefore, certain that the first inhabitants of Britain were
alike Celts, resembling those on the opposite coasts of Gaul, for, on the
arrival of the Romans, the language, the religion, and customs of both
countries were similar.* Had there, on the contrary, arrived a people,
different in their manners, and so entirely distinct from the Celts, that
““no tongues could be more different,”” some remains of that tongue
would surely have existed to prove the event. The prevalence of their
language seems to demonstrate that the Goths at some time came into the
north and west of Europe; but had they moved in a considerable body,
or settled otherwise than by a quiet and amicable migration,”some authen-
tic memorial of the circumstance must have remained. The Gothic
tribes do not appear to have left their native seats earlier than perhaps a
century before the time of Cewmsar, when Britain was stored with a Celtic
populatidn. At this time, the aboriginal race of Gauls were fast yield-
ing to the impressions of civilisation—alterations in their language had
taken place—the unmixed Celts were gradually confined to the west of
Europe, and those to the eastward were becoming Gothicised.

'The Triads bring several other colonies hither at different times—the
Brython from Lhydaw or Bretagne being the next in order of time to
the Lloegrwys, and both were of Cumraeg origin. It is impossible to
ascertain the periods when these tribes established themselves in Britain,
but it is certain that the various Colonists were all equally Celtic and
similar to the natives of Gaul. Such were the inhabitants whom Cesar
found fifty-five years before the epoch of Christianity, and the population
was still Celtic when the Romans finally left the island five hundred
years afterwards.T

The Belgzx, who possessed the whole south coast of England from Kent
to Cornwall, resembled the inhabitants of the continent more strongly
than those tribes who lived in the interior, and who were thought by them-
selves, and believed by others, to have been e terra nati, or indigenous.

Every succeeding colony obtaining a peaceable settlement, or, estab-
lishing itself by force of arms, remained in the vicinity of those parts
where it first landed; and the former inhabitants falling back, became
confined to the interior. The most ancient residents of Brifain were thus
gradually forced to the west and north by successive arrivals from Gaul,
and finally rested in Scotland, in Ireland, and in the mountainous regions:
of Wales.

When the Romans penetrated northwards to Scorrann, they found

* Ceesar, Tacitus, &e.

t¢ At the Roman abdication in 446, there was only one race of men in Scotland.’ —
Caledonia
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the peopls of the same Celtic race as those of the south, but much more
rude and uncivilized, being, in every probability, the remains of the ab-
origines, who were forced northwards by successive arrivals from the
Continent. It is a strong proof in favor of this hypothesis, that the an-
cient Scots always retained the name of ALBaNicH, inhabitants of A ban,
or Albion, the first appellation by which Britain was known, and that
their descendants, the present Highlanders, invariably continue its use.
Another argument of some weight is found in the fact that there exist in
Wales certain words, used not only as local names but in common dis-
course, which are only referable to the Gaélic of Scotland; and a cur-
rent tradition is also found among the Welsh, that the Scots or Irish an-
ciently inhabited their country. 'The Welsh call both these people
Guydhel, or Guidhil, the appellation by which they distinguish the abo-
riginal inhabitants to whom the Cumri succeeded; and this word, the dh
being quiescent, is evidently the same as Gaél, the term by which the
native Scots have been always known, and which is certainly derived
from the ancient general name of the whole Celtic race.*

It was not until the successful campaign of Agricola that the Romans
discovered the Scottish tribes, or obtained a knowledge of their country.
The Imperial troops advanced sufficiently far to arouse the natives to a
sense of their danger—to a general confederation—to a sanguinary and
protracted, but successful, struggle for their independence.

The most powerful tribe at that time, in the northern division of the
island, was the Caledonian, which had the leading of the war, and,
according to the accustomed polity of the Celts, gave name to the whole
association. Lucant is the first who mentions this people, whom he
places in Kent. Tacitus, the elegant historian of Agricola’s life, is the
first who shows the situation of the Caledonians of Scotland. If the
etymon which identifies this word with Guydhel or Gaél, is just, the
name may possibly have been applied to different tribes; but Lucan is
believed to be in error, and hasapparently misled Richard of Cirencester,
who places Caledonian woods in Kent and Lincolnshire.

Mr. Whittaker, adducing Florus, who also speaks of the Caledonian
woods in Kent, Sussex, &c., says, from Guidhil, a wood, came Gaeldoch,
woodlandish, applied to those who inhabit ¢ the precincts of an extensive
forest,” a term of which the Romans made Caledonia. This is ingeni
ous, but it does not appear that * Caledon” hence ‘“ became the nation
al appellation for all woods of the Galli in Britain.”’f Buchannan’s
etymology is Calden, Gaélic, a hazel tree, and hence the name of the
wood from which the country was called Caledonia; but this great author

* The Welsh do not denominate either nation Cumri. The Irish language is less
similar to ancient or modern Welsh than it is to the Gaslic of Scotland.—Dr. M‘Pher-
son. The Irish, however, from Vallancey, Coll. Reb. x. lib. iv., seem not inclined to
admit that they are Gauls. t Pharsalia, iii. v. 67-8.

{ Hist. Manch. 415, Hist. of the Britons, and anth-rities. Another Antiquary of
some celebrity maintans that no region was called Caledonia but the northern.—Pink-
erton.
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1s corrected by Dr. M‘Pherson, who observes that Caultin, and not
Calden, is a hazel. ‘

The Highlanders have always been known as Gaél, and their native
country they have always termed Gagldoch, the land of the Gaél.* The
G has usually the sound of C, which brings it nearer to the primitive
Celt, from which it is unquestionably derived; and whether it signifies
the fair men,T the hardy or strong men,] the borderers,§ the men of the
woods, || the fugitives,T the hill-dwellers, &e. &c. &c. there appears no
room to doubt that the Celtic Gaél was the root of the Latin Caledonii.

The Caledonians who led the united Gaél to battle at the Grampians,
possessed a great extent of territory. It comprised all the country from
the friths of Forth and Clyde to the hills of Balnagowan in Ross.

This powerful nation continued to inhabit the same province;** but
other tribes came afterwards into notice, and, from the honor of conduct-
ing different campaigns, alternately appear in the annals of their country,
and engross the praise that varieus clans were entitled to share. The
CavLepon1ans, the Picrs, the Scors, and the MEaTs successively stood
forth to contend for their national liberty, or conduct inroads on the ter-
ritories of their enemies, and hence the whole country appears to have
been divided among a few powerful nations; but from the Tweed to
Caithness, there were no less than twenty-one different tribes of Celta;
and when the Romans abandoned the island, Scotland was occupied
solely by this primeval race.

This division of Britain had not, however, at this epoch, received that
appellation by which it has been since known. The term was imposed
by others, but has never been recognised by the native inhabitants, in
whose language the original name of the country has been always retain-
ed. They disown the name of Scots,—they disclaim foreign extraction,
—they acknowledge themselves Albanich, inhabitants of Albion,—an ap-
pellation which to this day is given them by the Irish, who receive and
appropriate, with justice, the designation Gaél Eirinach, Irish Celts.tt

Every probability is in favor of the opinion that the first colonies
from Gaul were settled in- Britain. The world might have rested satis-
fied with the rational belief that Ireland, appearing, ever since it came
under the notice of the Historian, in a state of civilisation, much inferior
to its sister island, could not have been peopled by a more refined or
polished race than the Celts; but Pheenician records, and other indubi-

* M‘Pherson in Ossian.—Dr. M‘Pherson’'s Dissertations, &c. The word is Gaid-
healtachd, in Gadlic orthography. t Cluverius, Germ. Ant. i. 14

{ Kaled, British, hard, Kaledion, a hardy, rough people.—Camden. Pasumont da
vorigine des mots Celte et Gaul, 1765, says Celt is robur.

§ Cilydion, Britisk, Borderers. Lhuyd. || Buchannan and Whittaker.

4 Cyliad, profugam. Buxhorn, in Ant. Brit.

** Dio speaks of them, about 239, as the only nation beyond the walls, in the vicini-
ty of’ whiclh dwelt the Meats, who were only inferior to the Caledonians in power.
Lib. Ixxvi. ¢. 12, 1t Caledonia. Critical Diss. &e
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table proofs of Milesian and Heremonian dynasties of glorious splendor,
impart very different ideas of its ancient condition.

Lt does not appear to me that the honor of both couatries is so deeply
unplicated in the simple fact of earliest inhabitation. If the people who
first took possession of Ireland passed over from Scotland, they are yet
to be ranked with the most ancient, and therefore the most noble Celts,
as Galgacus called the Caledonians, who had indignantly retired, to
protect their independence in the extremity of the land; for, in conse-
quence of successive invasions from the Continent, the Irish were, prob-
ably, at first compelled to cross the channel. The Highlanders are
justly proud of being descended of the unconquered tribes; but, honor-
able as this is, others may think that little credit is to be derived from
having left their native seats and allowed themselves to be confined to
the mountains.

The Scots are first mentioned towards the end of the third century,
by Porphyry. They are noticed by Ammianus Marcellinus in 360; are
spoken of by Claudian about 390, and are generally supposed to have
been first settled in Ireland. As the northern part of Britain did nét an-
ciently bear the name of Scotland, but was certainly called Hibernia, an
inveterate, and apparently interminable war, between the Scots and
Irish Antiquaries has long subsisted, and the disputants have advanced
so much in defence of their respective systems, that any farther investi
gation of the subject is peculiarly uninviting. It appears from Strabo,*
Pomponius Mela,T Ptolemy,} &c. that the northern division of Britain
was considered as a separate island, a belief that long continued, and
has proved a copious source of national controversy.

The early accounts of Hibernia are suitable to Scotland, but cannot
with any propriety be applied to Ireland: at the same time, that island
was not unknown, as is apparent from Cwsar, Diodorus, and others.
It has been attempted to restrict the first writer’s description to the
Scotish Hibernia, but apparently without reason. The ancients had
certainly a very inaccurate knowledge of these islands, and great con-
fusion arose upon the full discovery that Britain was an cntire island,
from which Ireland, situated towards the west, was perfectly distinct.§
When this had become well known, whatever had been said concerning
Hibernia, or North Britain as an island, was naturally appropriated to Ire-
land, to which alone it appeared applicable, the more so, from the simi-
larity of the native word Iern,|| or according to the Greek form Juverna,

* Lib. ii. iv. v. &ec. t De orbis situ

{ Syntaxis, ii. 6. § See Goodall, in prefat. ad Fordun, i. ii. iii. &e.

|| It was called Iern, Iernis,and Iris by the most ancient writers, and does not ap-
pear to have been called Hibernia before the time of Cwmsar. The former is evidently
the original word, which, according to Bochart, is Pheenician, and implies the farthest
land. This agrees with the Gaglic lar-in, western island, and it is known that these
two languages were anciently much alike. Lemon, in his Etymology, says from Ibh,
west, comes Iber, Iberia, &c. applied to those countries situated towards the setting
sun, or in the direction of that luminary, when it is eve.
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to the appellation [Tibernia, which appears to have been bestowed on
Scotland from its wintry climate, for Strabo describes it as ¢ north of
Britain, and the boundary of the habitable part of the globe, where the
savage inhabitants could scarcely live for cold.” e also says its dis-
tance from Gaul is upwards of 60J miles, an error that he could hard-
ly bave committed if his Hibernia was Ireland, for it is not 100 miles
from the continent. It is evident that Ptolemy had once the same idea
concerning these islands which he was able latterly to correct. In Scot-
Ignd, a noted station of the Romahs called Hierna,* and locally situated
in Strath Erne, added to the misunderstanding, that was yet farther in-
creased by the erection of the walls, which being drawn across the
country from sea to sea, as the boundaries of the provinciated and un-
subdued Britons, kept alive the idea of two islands; the first division
being called Britannia Romana, and the other Britannia Barbaria.

Gildas, who calls the first ‘“ the Island,” and ¢ the Roman Island,”
terms the Scots and Picts ¢ transmarini;” which Bede, who also speaks
of ‘“the Island ” and ¢‘ Britannica,” as the southern part explains: 1
have called them foreign nations,” says he, *‘ not because they live be-
yond Britain, but because they are remote from that part possessed by
the Britons; two gulfs intervening, though they do not unite,”} and thus
he continues to speak as if there were two islands, when it was well
known there was but one. Foreign writers, who only consulted the an-
cient authors, propagated the error from their own ignorance, and those
in subsequent times, who were better informed, have been consequently
astonished to read of the island of Scotland.

Fordun, Buchannan, and various other historians, have remarked
that the term Britannia was applied to the Roman part only, for the
Picts and Caledonians are not denominated Britons, but are called their
enemies.] Those enemies lived in ‘‘ the barbarous island,” an appel-
lation, which it may be presumed the Irish Antiquaries will with little

reluctance allow the Scots to appropriate to their own country, which.

was that part not subject to the Romans, the inhabitants of which were

reckoned ‘¢ foreign nations,’” or those beyond the provinece. From a.

supposition that the Friths on the west and east coasts intersected the
country, the idea of two islands first arose. It was the enterprising
Agricola who ascertained that *“ the tide of both seas stretched an im-

mense way to the interior, but were prevented from joining by a narrow
neck of land.”

Abraham Peritsol repeatedly mentions the island Scotland, believing..

as IHide his translator remarks, that the Tweed made two separate
islands.§ In the British Museum is a map, originally coustructed in
1479, which represents Scotland as completely insulated from the ®stua-
ries of the Forth and Clyde; and it is so represented in the cosmogra-

* Nog Strageth. Roy’s Military Antiquities, p. 123.
Hist. Eccles, { Lumenius, Panegyr. ad Constant. xvi.
§ Ttinera Mundi, ¢. 7 & 12. 5,
1

|

B e

e

o’ g A



50 THE SCOTS IN BRITAIN,

phy of Peter Apianus, published at Antwerp in 1545, although *‘ expur-
gated * from error. Richard of Cirencester, better informed respecting
this part of the kingdom, but still impressed with a belief in two islands,
separates the country at the chain of lakes where the zteat Canul now
is, carrying the Varar quite through from sea to sea, and placing the
Caledonians in the farther division, that they might remain, as the an-
cients described them, in a distinct island.*

The name Hibernia was therefore originally applied to North Britain,
and subsequently transferred to Ireland, or restricted to it, when thg
former country began to be called by its proper name, Albany, although
it continued at the same time occasionally to receive the former appel-
lation. In the Roman Martyrology, Saint Bean, who died in 1015, is
styled ¢ Episcopus Abredoniz in Hybernia;”’ and this prelate was most
assuredly a Scotsman, for it cannot affect the question that the Bishop’s
seat was first established at Mortlach, and subsequently removed to
Aberdeen.

In the age of Alfred, the northern parts of Britain were called Ireland
by mariners, { and the Highlanders were termed Hybernenses even in
1180. From this mutation of names, the Scandinavian writers are sup-
posed by Pinkerton to have confounded Scotland with Ireland.

That the Scots were the primaeval people of the island, and not recent
settlers, does not seem to admit of dispute, and the appellation by which
they were known must have originated with others, for it has never been
acknowledged by those who are the remains of the ancient inhabitants.
Albanach and Clan n’ Alban are the terms, as has been observed, which
they appropriate, and derive from the original name of the whole island,
but which afterwards became restricted to a part only, and is now con-
fined to the district of Braidalban.

The Descriptio Albanie informs us that the region which was corrupt-
Iy called Scotia, formerly bore the name of Albania, Argyle being part
of it; and the Bishops of St. Andrews, it is known, were formerly styled
Bishops of Albany. About the end of the sixth century the term Scotia
began to supersede the ancient appellation, but the inhabitants continued
to use Albany in their own language, and in Latin. In the work of
Hegesippus on the destruction of Jerusalem, which Sir George Mac-
kenzie thinks is of the time of Hadrian, about 127, but J.hn F Grono-

vius asserts to be of the age of Theodosius, 395, Jcsephus tells the:

Jews that the mountains of Scotland tremble at the Roman name, which
geems to be the first time the word is used.

Bede states that Aidan and his successors, Bishops of Iona, who
preached the Gospel to the Northumbrians, came from Scotland, in
which country that island was certainly then as it is now. Alcuin and

*See the engraved maps in Henry's Hist. of Britain, Pinkerton’s Enqmrv, &e.

t Barrington’s Orosius, in Caledonia, i. 338.

$ The Albani of the Romans inhabited Braidalban, the west parts of Perth, and east
parts of Argyleshire.
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Eginhart, who wrote in the end of the eighth century, use this name,
but the Irish apply all these passages to their own country; and Pinker-
ton, with his usual confidence, maintains that ¢ there is not one authori-
ty for the name of Scotland before the eleventh ceuntury.”

Usher made a similar assertion, contending that Prosper and others,
who distinguish the country of the Scots from Britain, speak of Ireland.
Palladius, who was ordained by Pope Ccelestine as the first Bishop of
the Scots, is said by the Irish to have been sent to them. This mission-
ary came into Scotland and was buried at Fordun in the Merns,* where
Paldy fair is still held, and where his shrine continued an object of pil-
grimage till the Reformation. The ‘reges Scottorum,” with whom
Charlemagne corresponded, are asserted to have been kings of Ireland;
and those who admit the authenticity of the celebrated League, affirm
that it was made with the Trish reguli, for which I believe no authentic
proof has ever been produced. I Two or three Scots Kings lived in the
long reign of Charles; and if these are not the princes from whom he
received letters, which of the Irish regalities did he honor by his alliance?
The annals of that country do not appear to recognise any such corres-
pondence, but successive treaties between Scotland and France, alluding
to leagues ratified in the most distant times,§ and the Scotish guard
which remained until a recent period, prove the ancient connexion of
the two countries;—nay, Sir George Mackenzie says the original league,
formed in 791, was discovered in an old register at Paris.

Scoti and Albani were anciently synonymous, and Scoti and Hibern
were indiscriminately used; but that this last term was exclusively ap-
plied to the Irish is certainly false. When Ammianus speaks of the
Romans defeating the Scots in Ierne, must we not understand Caledonia,
with the inhabitants of which the Romans fought, but had neither their
wars with the Irish, nor ever invaded their country. We must in the
same way explain the passage in Gorionides where the Romans are said
to have reduced the Hiberni to subjection. T

Gildas, in relating the devastation of Romanized Britain by the Scots
and Picts, uses an expression which, however translated, does not fix
the residence of these nations in Ireland. ¢ Revertuntur ergo impu-
dentes grassatores Hyberni domum,” is usually rendered, ‘‘ the impu-
dent Hybernian robbers therefore return home;”’ and this home, if it is
proved that Scotland formerly received the appellation, must have been
the ““icy Hibernia,” whence they had advanced. But if the passage
should be, as Gale, Bertram, and others, read from ancient MSS., * ad

* Brev. Abredonensis.

t Fginhart, vita et geste Karoli magni, p. 138, ed. Francofurti.

t Irish Histories. Chalmers, in Caledonia, i. 463, &c. &~

§ Letter of the Scots Nobility to the King of France in 1308, &=.

|| See an article in the Transactions of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland
¥ Lib. vi. 17 F
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hibernas domos,” to their winter habitations, it is a more satisfartory
proof that the Scots who invaded the proviuce were not lrish.

Henry of Huntingdon says, that Czsar sent his'legions “ in Iiberni-
am,’’ but as this cannot mean Ireland, where neither that commander
nor his troops ever were, hiberna, winter quarters, is substituted by An-
tiquaries as the proper word. So the ¢ hibernique Getw ** of Proper-
tius, instead of alluding to the people of Ireland, is believed merely to
characterize the Getians as liviug in a wintry latitude.. If Bede uses
Hiberni and Scoti for Irish only, how can it be reconciled with his ex-
planation of ¢‘ transmarini? ”’

The name of Scots was common to the Irish Gaél as well as to those
of Albany;* and this general application of the term has greatly per-
plexed the ancient history of Scotland,—‘‘the confusion which it has
introduced is eternal and irremediable.”” It seems, however, certain
that Ireland received its first population from Albion. Diodorus says,
Iris was inhabited by Britous; and Richard of Cirencester informs us
that the Scots of that island were those who were forced, on the arrival
of the Belgs, to leave their native country. Most of these emigraats,
it is probable, passed over from Scotland, where the two islands ap-
proximate so closely; and of which the similarity in dialect, and some.
other circumstances, according to Sir William Petty,T are evidence.

An intimate connexion has existed from the most remote times be-
tween the people of both countries, who were related by intermarriages,
and whose language and customs were, for ages, perfectly alike; but
the intercourse which has always continued between the adjacent parts
of Scotland and Ireland, affords no proof that Albany received its in-
habitants from ‘¢ the western land.”

The Irish extract of the Scots is, notwithstanding, very keenly con-
tended for by many able writers, and the arguments are chiefly founded
on the ambiguous use of the term Hiberni, and the History of the King-
dom of Dalriada, or that of the Scots before the seat of government
was transferred from Argyle to the Low Country. Bede tells us the
Scots arrived from Ireland in that part of the West Highlands now call-
ed Argyle, where they settled under Reuda or Riada, and were from
him denominated Dalreudini, being the Sfirst Scots who ever were in
Britain. This is the venerable ecclesiastic’s account, in which he is
not corroborated by any authorities equally respectable. Tighearnach,
the Ulster Annals, Flan of Bute, and other ancient historians and doc-
uments, are silent respecting this expedition. The district where the
colony established itself was denominated Ergadia, or Argathel, a word
apparently derived from Iar Gaél, the western Celts. 'The Irish call
the inhabitants simply the Gaél of the hills, or high country, which they
designate as Ard nan’ Gaodhal, the heights of the Gaedhelians, and
have never applied to these people their own appellation Eirinach, which

*® Gir. Cambrensis. t Political Anatomy of Ireland.
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Dr M’Pherson has well remarked no ITighlander has ever yet called
himself.

The Scots are represented by Eumenius and Sidonius Appollinaris as
one of the nations with whomn Ceasar contended. Altred, in his version
of Orosius, says, Severus often fought with Picts and Scots; and Fabius
Ethelwerd says, that Claudius was opposed by these nations, a sufficient
proof of their antiquity in this country. The Irish were called both
Scoti and Gaidheli; but the Scots of Ireland are distinguished from those
of Britain, who were otherwise denominated Hiberni, a term that was
also common to the people of Ulster. Andrew, Bishop of Caithuess,
from whom Cambrensis had his information, told him that the people of
Argyle were called Hybernenses, and their country Arregathel ¢ quasi
margo Scottorum seu Hybernensium.””* Bede calls this part of the
country ‘“the province of the Northern®Scots,” from which it inay ap-
pear that these people were to be found elsewhere. Orosius calls the
inhabitants of Aaglesea, Scots, which Buchannan notices. All the Irish
were not Scoti, but the Dalriads are so called by Bede, Adamnan, and
others; and Giraldus Cambrensis informs us it was applied as a special
name. From other authoritics, we find that these people were also
known as Albanach.

The first arrival of the Scots in Argyle is said to have taken place in
258; T but it is more gencrally believed to have happened later. We
find that, about 210, a settlement was formed by the Picts in the North
of Ireland, which Bede considers as their original seat; and in this part
of the island there was a little kingdom called Dalriada, which comprised
the present county of Antrim and some neighboring districts, and is al-
lowed to have been subject to the British Scots until it was at last an~
nexed to the kingdom of Ulster.

It is acknowledged that Caledonii, Picti, Albani, and Scoti were
synonymous appellations, or nearly so. It is not, therefore, very evident
that ““in the time of Bede only the Dalriads were properly Scots; it is
still less apparent that they were Irish. The Picts of Ireland, and it
should seem of Scotland also, were termed Crutheni, or Cruithnich, a
word implying corn, or wheat eaters, in allusion to their practice of ag-
riculture, The former were established in a little principality, between
which and the kingdom in Scotland there was kept up a friendly inter-
course, O’Conner says that the connexions between the Crutheni of
Scotland and Cairbre Riada being renewed, he obtained a settlement
among them. Bede says the Dalriads took possession partly through
force, partly through favor. The Albanic Duan intimates that it was
by ¢ a high hand,” that they established themselves, but other authori-
ties inform us that they were invited over.

From the name of the leader of the first colony, the territories where
it settled are said to have acquired the name Dal-Riada, the tribe of

* Descriptio Albanie t Pinkerton's Enquiry.
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Riada, an etymology that does not very well agree with the idionwof
the Gaélic language, and that otherwise is objectionable. We find it in
the ancient annals written Dalaroidh, &ec.

Loarn, the name of one of the kinglets into which Argyle was divided
by Fergus Mac Eirc, is said to have been derived from that of his broth-
er; but it appears under the form of Lora or Lori, which otherwise oc-
curs as an ancient local name.

It is evident from both Scots and Irish records, that those who were
known as Dalriads, and had been long settled in Argyle, were driven to
Ireland on some occasion, about 440 or 446; and this circumstance,
coinciding with the supposed entire expulsion of the Scots, has increased
the confusion in this part of our history, and strengthened the belief in
the Irish extract of the Scots nation.

That the Scots were utterly expelled from North Britain, as repre-
sented, is certainly untrue. The Roman Historians, and the national
Chronicles, instead of showing that the Picts and Scots were at vari-
ance, or that the one nation had been expatriated, prove that they con-
tinued faithful allies, acting in confederation against the Romans and
provinciated Britons, during the period of this pretended banishment.
And here again appears a proof that the Dalriads were not the only Scots
in Britain. Those, however, who sent them out of the country were
obliged to bring them back at some period; and, if the national annals
are allowed to be authentic, the return and accession of Fergus to the
throne took place in the year 403; but those who have critically investj-
gated Scots’ history reject this epoch, and contend that this prince and
his brother Loarn returned from Ireland an hundred years later, and
reigned jointly, until the death of the latter left Fergus sole king of the
province.

The Scots appear neither as exiles nor a subjugated people, during
the period when they are said to have been in banishment. When Vor-
tigern invited the Saxons to assist him with their forces, it was chiefly
to protect him from the Scots, * but the Dalriade were certainly at first
an insignificant community, although they afterwards became of moie
note, and, by their connexion with the Pictish royal family, they finally
perpetuated the race of their own princes in the line of Scots’ Kings.
The Highlanders call Achaius, or Achadh, who reigned more than fifty
years before the subversion of the Pictish kingdom, the king of Albany.}

Numerous etymologies have been given of the name Scot, which is
thus seen to have been borne by the inhabitants of both countries Its
similarity to that of the Scythe is striking, and has determined many to
derive the Scots direct from Scythia. It is rather probable that those
people, so remote from each other, bore a name which was expressive
in the primitive language of Europe, but was somewhat varied in the
primitive dialects.  Florus writes to Hadrian, who was in Caledonia,

* Nennius. t Stewart's Sketches of the Highlanders.
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that he would not wish to suffer Scythic frosts; and Nennius uses both
Scythe and Scotti indiferently x Porphyry also, in some old editions, has
Scithica gentes.

The name of the numerous people on the continent who were known
as Skythe, has been, with the appearance of certainty, deduced from the
Nomadie state in which they lived, and the similarity of this appellation
to the Scuite of the Seanachies is apparent.

In the extensive regions which the former people inhabited, pasturage
was-the sole occupation. There were no towns; but the people moved
about continually with their cattle, having no settled residence. He-
1odotus says, ‘‘ they do not cultivate.the ground, but lead a pastoral life;”
nay, some ol them, he declares, were destitute even of tents, dwelling in
summer ‘‘ each man under his own tree.”* He afterwards observes,
that the Callipidee, one of their nations, did raise corn, but it was not to
eat, but sell. Strabo considers Scythe and Nomades synonymous terms.t

In the tine of Ammianus Marcellinus, they remained in the same va-
grant state of existence, when the Scots of thcse islands had become
well known. ‘“Some few of the Scyths,” says this author, ‘‘ feed on
corn and fruits, but all in general wander over the wilds. Their wives,
thewr children, their furniture and houses, if they can be o termed, are
on wagons, covered with bark, and they remove them at their pleasure,
whithersoever they think fit.” The Scots, in like manner, are character-
ized by the same Ammianus, as wandering up and down, without any
fixed place of abode; and the description is agreeable to the account
that Nicwous gives of them. Hence the propriety of the name Scuite,
‘“the wandering nation,” by which the Seanachies distinguish those
Gaedhelians who had no fixed residence, for they made use of both ap-
pellations.f  The original word in Ossian is Scuta, which literally signi-
fies, ‘‘ restless wanderer.” §

That these people were not a particular tribe or nation, is evinced
from the expression ‘“ Scotic® gentes;” and they ranged about at times
with the Articors, || or Attascots, as some read, who appear from the
annals of Ireland to have been also in that country, and who are suppos-
ed to have been the Dalriads,

The name of Scot was apparently given to that part of the population

* Lib. ii.

¢ Gentes uno prius nomine omnes vel Scythme vel Nomades (ut ab Homero) ap-
pellabantur.” i. 48. Falconer’s ed. Cherilus, celebrating Alexander’s expedition,
characterizes the Sace as ¢ fond of pastoral life.” Bryant's Analysis of Ancient My-
thology, iii. 547.

{ Ogygia. § Carthon.

|| Porphyry, whose observation gives no reason to believe they were considered a re-
cent nation in the third century. ¢ The Attacots,” says Marcellinus, “a warlike
bana, and the Scots, wandering up and down, committed great depredations.” xxvii,
e. 7. The nime seems derived from Attich, inhabitants, ¢ ~ed, of the woods. ‘I'niose
who live in the woods are at this day called, by the Highlai ders, dwellers of the woods.
—Dr M Pherson.
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of both Scotland and Ireland, which remained pastoral and unsettled,
and was not a term of reproach, as somé conceive, but an honorable ap-
pellation. It was only those who possessed numerous flocks, and were
able to traverse the country without restraint, who deserved it. Their
riches gave them influence, and Scoti and reguli were synonymous.*

The Scots of both countries are distinguished by Nennius, for they were
certainly peculiar to neither. Ulster was the proper country of the Irish-
Scots; between whom, and those of the West of Scotland, there long
continued so intimate a connexion, that the people may be said to have
anciently been the same; but the terms Scoti und Hiberni appear rather
confounded than synonymous. The transfer of name from a supposed
island to a real one, and the misappiication of passages relating to these
different countries, have been productive of much confusion and obscurity.

A great part of the population of Scotland and Ireland continued for
many ages to move about for the pasturage of their flocks. In the latter
country, the practice was remarkable even until recent times. Spenser
informs us, it was a general occupation for the inhabitants to traverse
the country, ¢fdriving their cattle continually with them, and feeding
only on their milk and white meates.” T In allusion to this custom, Gil-
das observes, that Britain abounded with hills that were very convenient
for the alternate pasture of flocks and herds. The Scots have been,
and, from the nature of their country, a great proportion of the inhabit-
ants must continue a pastoral people; but their wanderings have long
ceased to extend farther than from the homesteading in the glen, to the
shealings in the mountains, during the months of summer.

The MeaTE were those who lived within the Walls, and their name
was expressive of their local situation, being derived from Moi, plain,
and Aitich, inhabitants, I although within the Roman pale they were
scarcely subdued; and it was only about 368, that this part of the island
was formed into the province of Valentia. The Meate were of the same
Celtic race as the other nations; and the Walenses, or peuple of Gallo-
way, are their remains.

They are supposed, by General Roy, to have become known as Picrs,
a name which appears to have heen of wide application, and first occurs
in an oration of the panegyrist Eumenius, to Constantius, on his victory
over Alectus, in 296, and they are not spoken of as a recent people, but
as having, like the Scots, been in the island before the arrival of Casar.
It was, indeed, an established tradition in Bede’s time, that the Picts
were the original inhabitants of Scotland; and, agreeably to this opinion,
it is said that Pictland was afterwards corruptly called Scotia.

The same Eumenius terms all the extra provincials Picts, and plainly
shows that they were the same people as the Caledonians. When the

* Rade. See also Innes’s Crit. Essay. t View of Ireland, 1596.

{ Mac Pherson, in Ossian. Whittaker says from m@an, middle, or moi, plain. In-
nes translates it Midland Britons. The ancient province of Meath, inlIreland, scems
to have receiv:d its name from the same cause.
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Emperor Constantius came 1nto Britain, he proceeded to repel the ¢ Cal-
edoni1 et alit Picti.”

Giraldus Cambrensis says that some assigned a period of 1070 years
for the dura.ion of the Pictish kingdom, which, reckoning from its sub-
version in 811, will carry it to the year 229 before the Christian era.

Herodian calls” the Caledonians Picti;* and Ammianus says they
were divided into two nations, the Deu Caledonii and Vecturiones,
names which appear appropriate to their different situations. An dua
or tua, north, Chaeldoch or Ghaeldoch, Caledonian, an appellation some
west Highlanders, as Dr. Mac Pherson avers, continued to give to the
people of Ross and Sutherland. A part of Drumalban is still called
Drum-Uachter, and Uachturich, which has the same signification as
Highlanders, is supposed, with the appearance of probability, to be the
origin of Vecturiones, which has otherwise been written Venricones,}
and, perhaps, Venicontes.}

In the time of Geoffrey of Monmouth it appears the Scots wyere call-
ed Picts generally. A passage in an ancient poem by Ossian, or some
other bard, shows that the Caledonians did not reject the term. ¢ Alas!
that it was not in the land of Picts, of the bloody and fierce Fingalians
that thou didst fall.” .

It is believed that this name was applied to all the inhabitants of the
North.§ The similarity of interments in the Highlands and Lowlands,
affords a proof of the identity of the ancient inhabitants, who were un-
doubtedly Celts. Indeed, Innes is of opinion that the Caledonians
were but a part of the Pictish nation,|| which was subdued by Kendeth
Mac Alpin, and is supposed to have been then utterly exterminated. On
the contrary, however, this prince was styled, as his successors long
continued to be, King of the Picts.T He was, in fact, one of their own
monarchs, and had a legitimate claim to the throne, being the son of
Urguist, daughter of Hungus, King of the Picts, who was married to
Achaius, King of the Scots.**

Nennius declares that the Picts remained in his days; and the Bard
of Malcolin the Third gives no intimation of their pretended extirpation.
Their chief seat, about the year 875, was Galloway, a district which re-
mained to a late period in a state of comparative independence, govern-
ed by its native princes, and regulated by its peculiar customs.tt

The last mention of the inhabitants of this province by the ancient
name, is in 1138, when they fought at the battle of the Standard. Rich-

* D'Anville says they are not to be distinguished from each other.

t Mac Pherson’s Critical Dissertations. Another very plausible etymology of Deu
Caledonii is from dubh, black. It is said the Irish called the west Highlanders ¢ Duffe
Alibawn.” Maule’s Hist. of the Picts. Buchannan thinks Deu Caledonii ought to be
Dun Caledones. See also Grant's Thoughts on the Gagtl.

} Ptolemy, lib. xxvii. e. 7. § Whittaker. || Critical Essay.

1 Tighearnach. Caradoc of Llancarvon, &e. ** See Pinkerton’s Enquiry.

tt The princes are styled Reguli by Fordun, sub. an. 1159, &c. In 1308, “ Galwide
was not parcel of the crown.” MS. in Brit. Mus.
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ard of Hexham says the Picts of David’s army were vulgarly called
Garrewelenses.  Gallovid, says Buchannan, in old Scots, is a Gaul;
and what the Scots call Gallowithia, the Welsh pronounce Wallowithia
So Talliesen calls the Principality, Wallia, and the Saxons ealled the
inhabitants Bryt wealas, which they latinized Gauli.¥ The inhabitants
were also called what, in fact, they were, Scoti,} and this division of
Scotland was anciently of much greater extent than it is now. It com-
prehended all the tract of land from the Solway Frith to the Clyde.
From charters of David L., the town of Irwine, with Kyle, Cunningham,
Renfrew, &ec. constituted part of this extensive district; and hence Gal-
loway was able to offer so much as two thousand marks, with five hund-
red cows, and as many hogs yearly, for the King of England’s protec-
tion, when, in 1174, they attempted to assert their independence on the
Scots’ crown.f Nor were the Picts confined to Galloway, but about
the beginning of the twelfth century inhabited Lothian.§

The conjectures of etymologists are often as unsatisfactory as they
are numerous. Investigations of this kind are both useful and instruct-
ive when judiciously pursued, but they are often absurd or frivolous.
The impropriety of deriving this word from the Latin Picti, painted, has
been often noticed. These people could not be solely entitled to the ap-
pellation, when the other tribes equally practised the custom of staining
their bodies.

It is easy to perceive that the nature of the country inhabited by the
Picts, must have in time produced a difference between them and the
Catedonians, although both of the same race. There were natural
boundaries by which the two nations were separated, and which must
for some mounths in the year have precluded all intercourse. It is not,
therefore, singular, that people originally the same, should bhecome dis-
tinguished from each other, and acquire peculiar names. The nature of
their territories must have produced a change in national manaers, and
rendered their avocations different. A native of the flat country of
Moray or Buchan was not likely to be expert in those pursuits that were
the favorite recreations of the people of the high countries of Mar or
Badenoch; nor could a Highlander easily accommodate himsell to'a
residence on the plain. It is the opinion of General Roy, that the Picts
and Caledonians were the same people, who acquired different names
from their local situation. || ;

The LaNGUAGE, from the same causes, must undergo a change, which
i process of time will become very perceptible. It has already been
shown that the languages of Gaul were but different dialects of the same
speech; it appears equally certain that those of Britain were at one time
the same. When we find the Gaélic, as used.in Scotland and Ireland,

* Whittaker, Dr. Mac Pherson, &c. Walsh, in German, is the name for a Gaul
t Isodorus, Origines, ix. 2. } Guthrie, &ec.

§ Alexander Nechamus, quoted by Goodall, in pref. ut sup

| Military Antiquities, p. 129.
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the Welsh, the Cornish, which is but lately lost, and the Manx, ail
variations of the Celtic, spoken in the British islands, we can readily
admit the observation of Bede, that the language of the Picts differed
from that of the Britons of Wales, and the Scots of Ireland, without
giving up our belief in their national identity. Camden shows that the
Bruish and Pictish tongues were alike,* and the different languages of
Bede could ouly have been dialects, a conclusion to which Buchannan
came, for this reason chiefly, that none of these nations appeared to have
required an interpreter.

It is asserted that the original Celts were expelled from the low coun-
try of Scotland upwards of 2000 years ago, by a people who spoke a dif-
ferent language, and who are said to have been of Cumraeg extract;f
il so, there ought to be some remains of their speech; but the local names
in the east and south of Scotland are not Welsh, but Scotish Gaélic,
and are ‘“ far too numerous to be the relics of a language, which has
been expelled from those parts of the country for 2000 years.”’-

It has been attempted to prove that the Picts were Goths from Scan-
dinavia, by whom the Saxon language was introduced, and fixed along
the south and east coasts, and to support this qystem the public have been
favored with etymologies ‘* altogether imaginary and ill founded.”}
" Those who maintain the opinion and cite the languages of Bede, ought
not to forget that he expressly says the Pictish was different from the
Saxon; bat the whole argument founded on the Saxon language of the
fow country, I apprehend, is overthrown by the fact, that in Galloway,
the last sovereignty of the Picts, the native tongue which continued to be
spoken in the time of Queen Mary, was Gaélic, for which Buchannan,
being conversant with that language, is an unexceptionable authority.§
Pinlkerton himself acknowledges that it was spoken until lately in Carrick.

The dreary forests, the sterile and forbidding wastes of Scandinavia,
so far {rom having been the officina gentium, whence nations were sent
forth to overspread and people Europe, and from which fecund store-
house is said to have issued, that Gothic colony from which the Picts
were descended, must have remained desert and unoccupied by mankind
until comparatively recent times. :

Adam of Bremen, who wrote in the eleventh century, says, that even
in his time, the shores only of Denmark were inhabited, the interior
being an impenetrable forest;]| and Gibbon asserts that Scandinavia,
_ twenty centuries ago, must in all the low parts have been covered by
the sea: the high lands only rising above the water, like islands.T

That Scotland, in the time of the Romans, and long after, was inhab-
ited by Caledonians and Picts, as it has been since by Highlanders and
Lowlanders, is perfectly clear; that both were of Celtic origin seems ab-
solutely certain. Differences existed between the inhabitants of certain

* Dr. Mac Pherson. t Pinkerton.

1 Dr. Murray’s remarks on the history and language of the Pehts in Trans, of the
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, vol. ii. part 1.

§ Lib. i. 11. || Diss. on the Scyths, p. 23. Te. ix.
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districts, cither arising from local position and peculiar circumstances,
or produced by the intermixture of colonies subsequently arriving. The
parts possessed by the Picts were better adapted for agriculture and
commerce than the rugged wilds of Caledonia; and it is from their set-
tled lives and attention to manufactures, that the Highland traditions
represent them as an ingenious, rather than a warlike people. An early
change, therefore, took place among the inhabitants of the low country,
for those pursuits invariably lead to mutations in language and manners;
and the observation of a learned gentleman respecting the Gaélic is per-
fectly just,—* Rocks, seas, and deserts, ignorance, sterility, and want
of commerce, are its best preservatives.”**

It has been shown that the language of the eastern Celts on the con-
tinent, became first corrupted by the Gothic, which was itself derived
from the primitive Celtic.f ‘“ The most ancient remains of the German
or Teutonic approach very near to the Mcesa Gothic,”} and the Anglo
Saxon was immediately derived from the old Saxon of Gerinany.§

The Gothic was long established among the Northern nations, and in
England, beforé it was introduced into Scotland or Ireland;.and in those
early ages, it was so pure that the people of remote countries found no
difficulty in understanding each other. In the time of Ethelred, 979, an
Englishman could converse with a Scandinavian, and could not, from his
tongue, know him to be a foreigner.||

The inhabitants of the south and east of Scotland, advancing nto a
state of civilisation, in consequence of an intercourse with England and
other parts, were prepared, and, as it were, forced, gradually, to admit
the Saxon language; but the vernacular tongue of the Picts continued to
predominate. In the reign of Malcolm-Cean-more, towards the end of
the eleventh century, none of the clergy could understand the Saxon
without an interpreter.

Improvements in commerce and agriculture induced the settlement of
strangers ;—the progress of refinement occasioned the introduction of
many new terms, and paved the way for fixing, in the lowlands, the
Saxon language, to which several circumstances greatly conduced.

In 547, Ida, king of Northumberland, with an army of Anglo Saxons,
took possession of the lower part of Roxburgh, and seized Lothian, a
term which there is reason to believe was then applied to the south as
well as north side of the Tweed. This invasion is, however, not likely
to have made that alteration in the languageT which is supposed, even
although the invaders had settled in the conquered provinces, for they
must, as it is admitted the colonies from Germany and Scandinavia did,
have eventually merged in the Celtic tribes. Oswy, King of the Nor-
danhymbri, or people of Northumberland, about 650, reduced, the

* ¢ Nixt to valuable books and permanent records.”—Dr. M‘Pherson.

t See p. 25

}{ Jamieson’s observations on Dr. Murray’s remarks, ut sup.

§ De Murr’s Conspeetus Biblioth. Glot. Univers. ap. Jamieson, ut sup.

Il Gunlaug saga. Heimskringla, ap. Jamieson. 7 Border Antiquities.
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Scots and Picts, who Lved between the Tweed and Forth, and exacted
tribute from them until 685, when the Picts recovered their possessions
During this period, the Saxon language, it is believed, first began to
be nsed in the south; but on the Norman invasion, the Royal family
of England, the principal nobility, with their attendants and others,
who would not submit to the conquerors, took refuge in Scotland; and
Malcoln married the princess Margaret, sister to Edgar Atheling, and
harrassed the borders with fire and sword. So many refugees on this
occasion accepted the protection of the Scotish King, that Simeon of
Durham tells us the kingdom was ‘“ stocked with English men and
maid servants, so that, to this day, there is not a farm house, or even a
cottage, where they are not to be found.”* On the death of the Con-
queror, and defeat of the rebellion against his successors, many Normans
also retired to Scotland, and Malcolm, with much policy, settled them
chiefly on the borders of his kingdom, and in the towns on the east coast
that were exposed to the frequent invasions of the Danes. ¢ The towns
and boroughs of Scotland,” says William of Newburgh, “ are known to
be inhabited by the English;”’ but when an opportunity offered, he adds,
‘“ the Scots, from an innate hatred towards them, which they dissembled
from a fear of offending the king, destroyed all whom they found.”
The Celts were averse to live in towns and submit to sedentary occupa-
tions, or apply themselves to commercial pursuits; hence the Saxons,
Normans, Flemings, and others, were generally the inhabitants of the
Boroughs, and advantageously pursued those trades which the natives
had little inclination to acquire.f Through their means, chiefly, the
Saxon was propagated, for it had become the language most generally
understood in Euarope. It was, as it were, the court language during
the reign of Malcolin, and the inflaence, which this must have had even
in those days, is easily conceived. Besides, all our kings, from Mal-
colm-Cean-more to Alexander II., lived some time in England, learned
the language and married English princesses.

To those who maintain that the Gothic was the language of the Picts,
or who assert that the limits of the two languages have always continued
the same, or nearly so, it is to be mentioned that, so late as the reign of
Queen Mary, the Gaélic was spoken in the Gariach, Aberdeenshire,
where it is now entirely unknown. and was even taught in the schools of
Aberdeen. In Ireland, the nobility and gentry continued to use this
language until the time of Elizabeth, or James the First.] The Saxon
has continued to gain ground in both countries, and must inevitably, at
no very distant period, wholly supplant the Gaélic. .

It is not the Saxon language alone that has excited the investigation
of antiquaries; the Dalriads are said to have brought over their native
tongue, which, according to some writers, they disseminated all over

* Lib. ii. e. 34. t See all ancient Charters, and other documents.
t Highland Society’s ed. of Ossian. About 1619, the use of the Irish language, in
deeds, was discontinued. Trans. of Ir. Acad.
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Scotland, a proof not only that the Scots’ Monarchy was derived from
Ireland, but that the people spoke a different language. Chalmers, who
allows the Gaélic of North Dritain to be the purest, believes he has
proved the introduction of the Irish dialect, by citing a charter which
refers to ¢ Inverin qui fuit Aberin.”” Thisis any thing but satisfactory; .
he means to show that the Irish Inbhear supplanted the Scotish Abar or
Aber. Inver, here used with in, an island or country, signifies the land
which lies between the confluence of two rivers, and Aber, which seems
to be the original word, is geaerally applied in the same sense. Aber,
however, properly denotes marsh and boggy ground, but as this place
lay on the east coast, it had been probably drained by the industrious
Picts, and could no longer, with propriety, be called Aber-in. Abar is
a compound word, froin Ab, an obsolete Gaélic term for water, which,
as may be seen in many names still existing, became softened into Av..
Bar, is a heap,a height, or point. Now the Caledonians generally chose
marshes as the sites of their entrenchments, and many Highlanders I
have found yet understand by abar, a work, as of an earthen mound, a
trench, &c. If; however, the language of the Eirinich differed from that
of the Scotish Gaél, which it is said to have supplanted, no tradition or
valid proof remains to attest it; and if the Dalriads brought over their lan-
guage, they did so effectually, for they have left no Invers behind them.

At the Roman abdication of Britain, in 446, there was only one race
of men in Scotland, the sixteen tribes north of Antonine’s wall, and the
five between the prmtentures, who were in some degree civilized by the
Romans.*

The Caledonians and Picts were, therefore, from all that is related by
the ancients, from the investigations of modern writers, and from the
undeniable identity of language, two divisions of one and the same Cel-
tic people; and I see no objection to our believing, with Innes, that the
Picts were ““ the first known people of the North,” although it is not so
apparent that they were, as he says, ‘“the second in order of time.”

* Caledonia.



CHAPTER IIL

APPEARANCE OF THE COUNTRY—EXTENT AND PRODUCTIONS OF
THE ABORIGINAL FORESTS.

Tue Western side of Britain is mountainous, the east and south parts
are champaign. These different characters are striking, and have long
marked the territories of the ancient inhabitants and those who are min-
gled with later colonists. The same, in some degree, is the case with
Ireland.

It will not be here attempted to account for the alluvial discoveries
made throughout these islasds, or bazard an explanation of various re-
markable appearances. Whether the flood of Noah, or any other deluge
or convulsion, has produced the difference between the former and pres-
ent face of the earth, is not easy to be ascertained, but a singular change
has certainly taken place.* Traditions, indeed, do exist; that the Scil-
lies, and many other islands, were formerly connected with the mainland;
but the fact appears as unsusceptible of positive proof, as the shock that
is presumed to have rent Britain from the continent.

Throughout the Western Isles, the Orkneys, and even in Shetland,
the discovery of large trees that are dug from the mosses or bogs, has
led to an opinion, that the woods must have existed at a time when these
islands were dissevered from Britain, either by the workings of the ocean,
or a sudden disruption; and without some such hypothesis, ‘“it is not
easy to comprehend, how trees could grow on these spots, of which the
extent is so small, and under circumstances in which heath will scarcely
now attain its full growth.”f Remains of woods have often been per-

* See Brogniart’s Works, &c.
t M¢Culloch’s Description of the Western Islands, ii. p. 268.
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ceived at a distance from tne shores. ‘Ine .icroectments of the ocean
were very remarkably proved, by the discovery ot a thick forest in the
bay of Pulvash, in Man, where the trees were exposed after a violent
storm. 'Those dug up on land, show that the woods of that island have
been at a subsequent period overthrown by a north-east wind. At Ni-
wegal, near St. David’s, in Wales, Gir. Caubrensis says, a furious tem-
pest which blew away the sands on the beach, opened to view a forest,
and on the trunks of many of the trees the mark of the axe was visible.
If the Triads can be rececived as authority, they attest the formation of
Anglesea, and many other islands on the western coast, by the bursting
of the lake Llion, and allude to a period when the Orkneys were but few
in number.

At the period of the Roman invasion, from which we must date all
certain information respecting Britain, the face of the country was very
different from what it has since appeared. The small tracts which had
been cleared of wood, in the vicinity of the towns or strongholds, and
the very limited patches of ground appropriated to raise a portion of
corn, were insufficient to materially affect the general appearance of
nature throughout the island.

We do not possess so satisfactory data respecting the country, or in-
habitants of Scotland, as illustrate the ancient state of South Britain;
for the partial knowledge which the Romans and others obtained, re-
specting the regions of Caledonia, did not enable them to transmit much
information concerning this distant boundary of the empire.

A better climate, a less rugged country, and some commercial advan-
tages, produced a certain terntonal improvement, and consequent me-
lioration in the state of the Southern tribes. A greater attention to
agriculture, in a latitude more favorable to the operations of husbandry,
constituted the chief diffecrence between the maritime nations of South
Britain, and the aborigines of the interior, who retained their primitive
rudeness, and occupied districts where the face of nature was less
changed by the labors of human industry.

Where the dense forests spread in natural wildness, and undisturbed
luxuriance; where lukes and morasses are undrained, the land unculti-
vated, and surrounded by vast seas; a clouded sky and a moist climate
are the natural effects, and are very unpleasantly felt by those who have
lived under the azure sky, and genial climate of Italy. 'The frequent
and heavy showers that fall on the Western coasts are most remarkable,
and occasioned a facetious gentleman who had resided scveral weeks in
the country, during which he never experienced a dry day, to ask a
person whom he met some years afterwards on the continent, ¢ whether
it had yet ceased to rain in Scotland?”’ These sudden showers bring
down the mountain floods with a velocity that oﬁen occasions the loss of
flocks, and sometimes of human life.

The Roman historians in general speak of Britain as extremely un-
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pleasant, ‘‘damp with continual showers, ard overcast with clouds,” *
but Cewsar describes the climate as milder than that of Gaul. Scotland
is represented as of a most forbidding aspect, deluged with incessant
rains, and clouded with exhalations from unwholesome fens; surrounded
by seas that raged with tremendous fury, and forcing their billows to the
centre of the country, foamed among the inland mountains.f The
numerous lochs, or arms of the sea, with which the Northern part of
the island is indented, give some propriety to this description; but we
must regard these accounts as given by a people, who had an imperfect
knowledge of a country, in which they never made any permanent
settlement, and who exaggerated the details to magnify their military
exploits; yet the scenery of Caledonia was too romantic and singular
to escape observation. Its grandeur struck the ancients with won-
der, and has always been the admiration of the lovers of the romantic
picturesque.

The Grampians, that appear an impenetrable barrier, have long been
considered the line of separation between the well known divisions of
Highlands and Lowlands; but there are other remarkable features that
have excited particular notice.

The Muir of Rannach, a district in Perthshire, extending from the
hills of Glen Lyon to Ben Nevis, is a flat desert plain, about twenty
miles square, surrounded by the highest mountains in Scotland. So well
secured by nature is this district, that it was wholly inaccessible to the
civil power, until after the events of 1745.

Part of Assynt, and Edderachyllis in Sutherland, forming a tract of
about twenty-four miles by eight or ten, is no less remarkable. Although
in a very mountainous country, it is comparatively plain, but rugged and
broken in a most extraordinary manner, and may be described, as if
hundreds of great mountains had been split and scattered about by some
violent convulsion of nature.] In certain parts of the Highlands the
mountains have the singular appearance of being composed of loose
blocks of stone, resembling an immense cairn, Some of the woods also
are not unworthy of observation, where the fir is seen growing on the
side of precipices, where no soil can apparently exist. In the fissures
of the rock, this hardy tree fixes its roots, where it seems impossible
either to take hold, or derive the requisite nourishment; yet the remains
of ancient forests are seen in these situations, and owe their preservation
to the inaccessible heights on which they are placed. 'The mountain of
Ben Lair, in Ross, affords a remarkable example, and the rugged hills
of Mar, in Aberdeenshire, display many similar appearances.

Britain is described by the ancients, as ‘“horrida sylvis.”” The name
of Caledonia, if a plausible etymology before stated § is deemed con-
clusive, proves the former wooded state of the country, which is more
strongly attested by the remains dug from numerous mosses, and various

* Vita- Agricole, c. xiii. t Ibid.
{ Roy’s Mil. Ant. p. 59. § Page 46
9
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Jocal names derived from woods that have now disappeared. Scotland
has so long been denuded of its ancient forests, that their existence has
been doubted, when a thousand proofs from vestigia met with in almost
every district evince the fallacy of such a supposition. It is true the
Sylva Caledonia has disappeared, except the remains that are seen in
Rannach, in Mar, in Abernethy, and Laggan, in which last place it still
retains the appropriate name of Coilmore, or the great wood, and in part
of Ross; but although some of these tracts are still more than thirty
miles in length, they are but a small proportion of a wood, which once
covered the whole central highlands.

Many forests that no longer remain, or are reduced to a stunted copse
wood, are mentioned in ancient records. From these we ascertain the
existence of woods that formerly covered heaths, which beyond all
memory of man have presented the most bleak and barren aspect.* The
forests that were around Stirling, Forfar, Inverness, Elgin, Banff, Ab~
erdeen, and Kintore, that overspread Buchan, Crimond, Cabrach, &e.
&ec., are often noticed in ancient deeds, The great wood of Drumselch
was in the vicinity of Edinburgh, and Etterick forést has long given
name to a Sheriffidom. Nor was South Britain much less encumbered
with woods; from Kent to Somerset, was one continued forest, and a
dense wood extended over the present counties of Lincoln, Nottingham,
Derby, Leicester, Rutland, and part of Northampton.] Ireland was
overrun with woods; and the first employment of the colonists is said to
have been clearing the land, and making room for themselves; and those
who were distinguished by their activity in so landable a work are cele-
brated in the national histories.} In that country three distinct growths
of timber, under three distinct strata of moss, are discovered.§ In the
time of Cambrensis, it appears to have been still full of thick woods,
some of which, at a later period, exceeded twenty miles in length.||

The British woods appear to have contained nearly all the varieties
of trees to be found in Gaul. Tacitus says that the island did not pro-
duce the vine and the olive,T but Ceesar excepts the fir and beech also,
* and his anthority, that these were not to be found in Britain, would
almost repress scepticism.

Tke beech is believed to have been unknown before the Romans had
established themselves; but from its British or Celtic names, Faighe or
Faghe, the latin Fagus, is apparently derived.

That the fir must have grown plentifully in the aboriginal woods, there
is abundant proof: fir cones are dug up from great depths, as well as the

* See the Chartularies. Rymer’s Federa. Chalmer’s Caledonia, &e.
t See Whittaker's Hist. of Manchester, and authorities.

$ Leabhar Gabhala. Keating’s MSS. Ogygia, &c. &e.

§ Report of the Commissioners on the Bogs of Ireland.

{|-Derrick’s Image of Ireland, 1581.

7 Vit. Agric. c. xii.

** ¢ Preeter Fagum atque Abietem,” not Ficum, as some read.



°?RODUCED THE YEW, THE OAK, 67

immense ‘-124s of the trees on which they grew; and the bogs in waich
are found, being in some cases traversed by Roman roads, were
certainly formed before the arrival of that people. The remains of this
hardy tree are found in great quantity on each side of these roads; to
make which, they were cut down, and have even been employed in their
construction.*  But Cwxsar has been vindicated by a very intelligent
writer, in the Transactions of the Highland Society of Scotland, who
marntains that it was the pitch tree, the pinus abies of Linnweus, which
Ca=sar speaks of, and by no means the Scots fir, which is really a pine.}
The Celtic names of this tree bear no analogy to the Latin word, {romn
which they could not therefore be derived, affording a proof that the fir
was indigenous. In the Gaélic, the fir and the pine are called Gius, ok
Giumhus, and in the Irish idiom the term Finniduydh is also used. The
fir was the natural production of this country, and formerly grew spon-
taneously in Scotland, and the Northern parts of England. The ancient
forests of North Britain appear to have consisted chiefly of this tree, and
it has been but receatly lost in some parts. It is now generally repre-
sented by the Highland or planted fir, in the opinion of the late Mr.
Farquharson, a good authority on this subject,—his estate of Invercauld
comprising many thousand acres covered with this tree, the remains of

the Caledonian forest. It is a ‘curious fact, that the native fir is much

deteriorated by transplantation, and that, to preserve its quality, nature
should be followed, and the seed sown where thetree is togrow. Some
of this natural wood formed the roof of Kilchurn castle, in Argyleshire;
and when taken down, after it had stood above three hundred years, it
was found as fresh and full of sap, as newly imported/Meme],I The
great woods of Glenmore and Abernethy, the property of the Duke of
Gordon and the Laird of Grant, are reckoned the oldest and best in
quality of any in Scotland. y

The yew, in Gaélic, Iubhar, or Iuthar, grew in the woods of Dritain;
where the names of many places are presumptive proof that it is.indi-
genous.

The oak, called Darach by the Highlanders, has been held in almost
universal estimation, and besides its importance in religion, it 1nust have
been valued as affording a coarse food to the primitive barbarians. The
respect with which the Druids regarded it, is well known; even the Ro-
mans retained that veneration, which they derived from their remote an-
cestors. Pliny attests that mast trees were always held in the highest
repute by that people.§

It is said that the oak was confined to the south of Perthshire, the fir
being the tree which prevailed northwards of that division; but oaks must
have formerly grown plentifully all over Scotland, and eveninthe Hebrides,

* Whittaker, ut sup.

t Dr. Walker on Peat, Trans. ii. p. 7. The picea, or pitch tree, the Gauls termed
nades. Pliny, xvi. 40. §

+ Smith’s View of the Agriculture of Argyle, p. 156. § Lib. xvi.c. 3
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there being scarcely a district where the remains of the trees are not to
be found. The extensive moss of Flanders, in Stirlingshire, was once
the site of a considerable forest of this wood, over which the soil has ac-
cumulated to a depth of twenty feet. A rivulet that bounds this tract
on the north east, has exposed on its banks, trees of very large dimen-
sions.* Its usefulness for str ength and durahility preserved the esti-
mation which this tree acquired from its sacred character. The Tri-
ads inform us, the birch, the oak, and the buckthorn, were not to be cut
down without permission of the lord of the country. The oak most fre-
quently appears in Scotish grants, for the erection or repair of buildings,
the wooden work of all public and private edifices of consequence, being
composed of it. In the reign of Edward the First are many donations of
oak trees, which, in his assumed character of lord paramount of Scotland,
he bestowed to repair the damage occasioned by his cruel wars. Long-
morgan, now a barren heath near Elgin, was then covered with ‘“the
monarch of the wood,’’ and at the head of Loch Etive are stillto be seen
some of these trees, whose trunks measure from twenty to twenty-five
feet in circumference, although growing in a thin, arid, rocky soil. The
elm is said, by the historian of Manchester, to have been introduced by
the Romans, but it rather appears to have been indigenous; and from its
Celtic name Leamhan, the Latin Ulmus is probably derived. In the
form of Ailm, so closely resembling its English name, it is the first let-
ter of the Gaélic alphabet. The broad-leaved sort is a native of Scot-
land; but from a belief that the bark is a useful application for burns, it
is now seldom seen of a large size.t

The birch, Beithe, in Gaélic, is reckoned a native, and its name is
given to the letter B. The Romans are said to have introduced the
poplar, the plane, the box, &e. Malcolm Laing, in his attempt to refute
the poems of Ossian, asserts that the first was not anciently known in
Scotland. It is certainly found all over the Highlands, and grows in
places inaccessible to human footsteps, and from its name, Crithean, de-
rived from Crith, a shaking or trembling, so unlike the latin Populus, it
may be reasonably considered as a native production. The same may
be said of the ash, Uinseann having no resemblance to Fraxinus, and
so of others, as the holly, Cuileann, &c.

In thelower parts of Caithness, a county that doesnot seem ever to have
contained much wood, the vegetable remains usually dug up, are willow,
hazel, and alder, or aller. The first was, most likely, a natural product
The Celtic willow was small and tender,] and both Gauls and Britons
were celebrated for the manufacture of wicker or basket work. Its name
in the Highlands, Seileach, is not very different from the Latin Salix,
or the French Saule. The second was also, there is no doubt, a native
of Britain; from its Gaélic name Caltuin, little resembling the Roman

* Stat. Account of Doune, vol. xx. p. 19.
t Smith’s View of the Agric. of Argyle, &ec.
t Pliny, xvi. 37.
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Corylus, Buchannan thought the term Caledonia arose. Ifrom the third,
Fearn, the names of many places in Scotland are certainly derived. 'The
juniper, found in almost all countries, could not have anciently been un-
known in this. In the Celtic tongue it is called Aitin.

Apple trees, if not indigenous in Britain, were very early imported

- by the colonies from Gaul, where they bore excellent fruit.* The [Hzdui
of Somerset are supposed to have been particularly attentive to their cul-
ture; and Avaloaia, the ancient name of Glastonbury, called Awfallach,
or the Orchard, in Welch, | is derived from the British Aval, an apple,
which is likewise the origin of Avalana, the name of a place in the north
of England, and Avalon in France.

It would appear from a passage in Ossian, that this fruit was well
known to the Caledouians, but it is not credible that Thule should abound
in apple trees, as Solinus writes, in the third century, if by the appella-
tion is to be understood the Orkney or Shetland Islands. This term is,
however, applied by many to the north east part of Scotland, and the
county of Moray has long been celebrated for its mild climate and fruit-
ful soil. Buchannan says it surpassed all the other counties of Scotland
in its excellent fruit trees, and although not now so famous on this ac-
count, it still retains much of its ancient celebrity. It may be reasona-
bly presumed, that those trees which the natural woods of Britain did
not contain, were brought from the continent by the early colonists. L.
Lucullus was the first who brought cherries from Pontus, about seventy-
two years before Christ; and twenty-six years afterwards they were car-
ried to Britain.] Geen trees abound in some parts of Banffshire, where
they are said to be of natural growth.§

The vine was cultivated by the Gauls, who possessed several peculiar
sorts,|| at a very early period; but before the arrival of the Romans, it
seems to have been unkoown in Britain. Although there were numerous
vineyards in England, even until lately, the early inhabitants do not ap-
pear to have valued this fruit, and the Scots were precluded by their
climate from rearing it. The eleventh letter, M, is called Muin, a word
that is indeed translated, a vine, but is, properly, a bramble, or thorn.T

The Northern latitude of Scotland does not allow the production of
many fruits, to be found in more favored countries, yet the climate is
not inimical to their cultivation. The remains of aged woods are found
in various places much nearer the sea, and on more arid and exposed
situations, than where they can now be reared, but the difficulty seems to
arise, at present, from the want of shelter for the young plantations; the
Highland valleys are represented as peculiarly congenial to the raising
and perfection of fruit trees. Mr. Leitch, a gardener, who writes in
1793, fromn Richmond, in Surrey, declares that wood strawberries, black-

*TIbid. xv.20. Whittaker. t Roberts, Whittaker, &ec.
{ Pliny, xv. 25. § Agricultural Report.
i Pliny, lib. xiv. 23 7 Armstrong’s Gaélic Dictionary
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berries,* &c. &c. ripen more early in these valleys, than in the mildest
parts of the Low Country, and assures the nobility and gentry, that
““there are vast numbers of tracts in the West Highlands, that would
ripen apples and pears better than any in the Low Countrics of the
kingdom.” ‘* These Highland glens,” he maintains, *‘ are the very
places adapted by nature to raise orchards in.”’t At Dunrobin, in Suth-
erland, apricot, peach, and other fruit trees thrive well. Walauts have
ripened at Skibo; and at Morvich, in the same county, are many very
old pear trees, that still bear good crops, of excellent quality.] We
learn that David the First, about 1140, used to employ his leisure time
in cultivating a garden, and in grafting and training trees.§

The monks, who always paid particular attention to the good things
of this life, while preparing themselves for the enjoyment of the next,
had usually a good garden stocked with fruit trees attached to their
monasteries, and their peaceful life enabled them to cultivate their
grounds with much success. So early as the ninth century, the clergy
of Tona had prosperous orchards, which were destroyed by the barbarous
Norwegian invaders.||

Ireland presents many instances of the horticultural spirit of these
societies; but in that country their labors were assisted by a fine climate
and fruitful land. Caledonia never enjoyed the advantages of a fertile
soil; but as the late much respected Sir Alexander MacDonald, Chief
Baron of the Exchequer, said on a public occasion, ‘‘its harvest is
inferior to none in the rich produce of a manly race, and the fruits of
talents, genius, and heroic virtue.”T

The British forests have disappeared from various causes. In the
progressive advance of civilisation, and perhaps from the increase of
population, cousiderable tracts must have been from time to time clear-
ed for the purposes of pasturage, and for the raising of corn, which the
country produced abundantly ** Sir H. Davy’s opinion is, that the trees
on the outside of the woods, which, from a free exposure to the sun and
air, were much stronger than those in the interior, being first cut down,
the rest from exposure to the wind were overthrown, and hence occa-
sioned the formation of the bogs; but to the Roman operations in this
island may be attributed the destruction of great part of its woods. It
was a settled maxim with that people to construct roads, and thereby
lay open all countries which they attempted to conquer, or that had
been brought under their subjection; and in eradicating the British
woods they had an additional and weighty argument for its expediency—
the shelter which they afforded to the natives, and the facilities they

* The blackberries in the Highlands are much superior to those found in the hedgee

of England.
t Smith’s View of the Agric. of Argyle.  Agric. Report for Sutherland.
§ Fordun’s Scotichronicon, lib. v e¢. 59. || Smith, in Stat. Account, x, p. 54R.

9 Observations on the Highlands. 1814. **Vit. Agri. xii
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gave for the exercise of that desultory and destructive mode of attack,
for which the people were so celebrated. The trunks of the trees
which they felled, were found useful in the construction of their Iters,
where they were carried across soft and boggy ground, and they are
often found to have formed the ground work ot these ways, by the sides
of which the logs they did not requite are often discovered.

So early as the age of Agricola, the industry of the Romans in clear-
ing the country of its woods was well known, and was bitterly complained
of by the natives, who were themselves compelled to the work,* From
this policy, wise indeed, but almost as inefficient as the erection of their
vast ramparts, the aboriginal woods of Caledonia suffered material en-
croachments The Emperor Severus, in his progress northwards, was
particularly active in demolishing the forests which protected the ene-
mies of Rome, and labored with such diligence in clearing them away,
that it is believed he lost a considerable number of his troops from the
fatigue occasioned thereby. Numerous remains are found, which, as
they lie in his line of march, and as both roots and trunks remain on the
ground, and evince that the trees could not have been cut down for sake
of the land, are clearly referable to this expedition.

In the moss of Logan, in the parish of Kippen, a road was discovered
twelve feet wide, and formed by the trunks of trees regularly laid across
each other; and north of the river Forth, in the moss of Kincardine, a
road, apparently a continuation of the same line, has also been discover-
ed, of a similar width and construction.t

Many extensive bogs in Perthshire are found to have originated from
the labors of the Romaus in denuding the country of its primzval woods.
The clay surface underneath the moss, which bore the ancient forest, is
found to be thickly strewed with the trunks of huge trees lying in all di-
rections, beside their roots, which still remain firmly fixed in their orig-
inal positions, exhibiting visible marks of the axe by which they fell.f

The forests of Caledonia, that escaped destruction from the Romans,
suffered from the English armies in subsequent ages. Partly actuated
by a similar policy, and partly from the spirit of rancor attendant on civil
and predatory warfare, the troops of King Edward were accustomed to
set fire to the woods. In Fife, they were destroyed, to deprive robbers
of the shelter they afforded; and those in the north that belonged to the
Cumins, were burned on the defeat of their faction by King Robert
Bruce.§

In Dumfries, most of the woods appear from their remains to have been
consumed by fire, and in Caithness they all appear to have shared the
same fate.]| Itis believed, in the Western Islands, that the forests were
set fire to by the Norwegians when leaving these possessions.T Indeed,
a general tradition prevails throughout the country, that the woods were

* Vit. Agri. xxxi. t Stat. Account, xviii.
{ Stat. Account, xxi. 154. § Aberdeenshire Agric. Rep. :
|| Caithness Agric. Rep. ¥ Buchannan’s Western Isles, p. 24.
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burnt in an extremely hot summer; and this is recorded in the Welch
Triads, as the third calamity which befel Britain.

In Sutherland, they have also been destroyed by conflagration; and,
according to a tradition, it was occasioned by a witch, or magician, from
Denmark, which may probably allude to some descent of the eastern
marauders, who frequently paid unwelcome visits to that part of the
country. The trunk of a fir tree, dugup in the higher part of Kildonan,
measured seventy-two feet in length, and was of proportional thickness.
The appearance of the root, encrusted with charcoal, proved by what
means it had been levelled with the earth.*

It is probable, that conflagrations occasionally took place in the most
remote times. From the wandering and unsettled life of mankind, the
woods were in danger from the fires of the houseless natives. Ossian
compares the sons of Erin after a defeat, to ‘‘a grove through which
the flame had rushed, hurried on by the winds of the stormy night, &c.”

The preservation of the ancicnt forests was scarcely cousidered of na-
tional importance; and the acts of the Scots’ parliament that were at
last promulgated for planting trees, seem to have had little effect.  So
late as the commencement of last century, an extensive fir wood in Ar-
gyle was considered of so little value, that an Irish company is said to
have purchased it for a sum amounting to no mare than a plack, or one-
third of a penny per tree.}

The increase of sheep is thought to be a chief reason of the decay of
the ancient forests. Trees do not now grow without the protection of
fences, and it is a fact that the pacture has suffered materially where the
woods have been destroyed. From these various causes, in many dis-
tricts the landscape is destitute of this -aluable and pleasing arnament.

* Sutherland Agric. Rep -t Smith’s View of Agric. of Argwle

-



CHAPTER 1V.

CELTIC POPULATION. —PERSONS AND DISPOSITIONS OF THE
CELTS.—THEIR MILITARY EDUCATION AND INSTITUTIONS.—AN-
ECDOTES OF THEIR BRAVERY AND HEROIS\‘[—-EXPLOI'IS OF
THE ANCIENT CALEDONIANS AND PRESENT SCOTS.

Many writers of distinguished reputation have maintained, that the
inhabitants of the north of Europe were much more numerous formerly
than they are now, the cold of these regions being thought more favora-
ble to generation and conducive to robust old age, than the warm and
enervating climates of the south. There appears considerable force in
this argument, which is supported by the numerous armies which we
find those people successively pouring forth; but the inquiries of modern
philosophers into the causes affecting population tend to an opposite con-
clusion. It seems impossible to make any accurate estimate of the
numbers of ancient nations, for ‘“the innumerable swarms that issued,
or seemed to issue, from the great storehouse of nations, were multi-
plied by the fears of the vanquished and by the credulity of succeeding
ages. ’* It is also to be borne in mind, that, on emergencies, every man
able to carry arms was called into the field, and on all occasions, where
military glory was to be earned or national liberty and independence as-
serted, the Gauls were strikingly impatient for the combat.

The precarious supply of food in those rude ages, is advanced as an
argument of some weight against the probability of there being anciently
so dense a population as we might be led tosuppose; but there was then
an abundance of game to supply the want of extensive cultivation, and
numerous herds of domestic cattle afforded a plentiful subsistence to the’
wandering tribes.

The sumptuous repasts, and variety of flesh meats, among the Gauls
were subjects of remark, even to the luxurious Romans,T for they had
*“ the fountains of domestic felicity within themselves, and sent out plen-

* Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. t Diodorus Sic. &c
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tiful streams of happiness over almost all th: world.”* Whether the
Celte were 'more or less numerous than has been represented, the
- means of subsistence were abundant in Gaul; and if the Britons led a
less pleasant life than the tribes on the continent, they will not bLe
found, on examination, to have been so low in the scale of civilisation
as many are disposed to believe. The Celtic nations have been always
strongly attached to their primitive mode of life, and averse to the ad-
mission of any change, even of obvious advantage, especially if they
conceived it had the least tendency to effeninate their bodies or lessen
the temerity and contempt of death, on which they valued themselves;
but they were not certainly either ‘“ unable to raise themselves in the
scale of society, or incapable of industry or eivilisation.”f 'Their vari-
ous attainments, and progress in arts and sciences, will be elucidated in
the respective sections, where it will be seen that from these ‘‘ radical
savages,” the Greeks and Romans learned many useful and ingenious
arts. ;

The Celts were neither <“a feeble people,”’} nor was their population
scanty. Pausanias says, that Thrace alone was more populous than
Gaul,} and Herodotus had affirmed, that the Thracians were the most
numerous people, save the Indians alone. The ancient historians repre-
sent the Celtic migrations as occasioned by an excess of population. We
learn from Ceasar,§ that the Helvetians mad= war from this cause; and
both he and Diodorus say, that the population of Britain was innumera-
ble. Tacitus informs us, that Anglesea was particularly powerful in the
number of its inhabitants.]] From marks of cultivation on the moun-
tains, and that have heen discovered at some depth underground, it is
believed that Ireland also was formerly well inhabited,T but this is doubt-
ful. Similar indications are observed in Scotland, and the Romans
deemed a single legion sufficient for the subjugation of that island.

““ Who among you,” says Titus to the Jews, ¢ hath not heard of the
great number of the Germans.””** Tt was the chief pride of these na-
tions to be surrounded by a numerous company of relations. To res-
train generation and increase of children, or to kill new born infants,
crimes of common occurrence amongst more civilized nations, were by
these people ““reckoned an abominable sin.”’ff The more numerous
one’s children and relations were, the more he was reverenced and es-
teemed; among the Scandinavians, however, it was lawful to expose in-
fants, until the eleventh century, a practice little calculated to make this
country ‘“the great storehouse of nations.”

Without asserting that Europe was more populous 2000 years ago
than it is in these days, which, indeed, does not appear likely, it can be

* Josephus, Jewish Wars, ii. c. 16. § 4. t Pinkerton.
tLib. 1.9 § Beiio Gall. v. 10.
| Annals, xiv. 7 Molyneux, ap. Luckombe, &e.

** Josephus in the Jewish Wars.
tt Gordon’s Translation of Tacitus, de Mor. Germ.
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confidently maintained, that the inhabitants were not thinly spiead along
the valleys or dispersed among the mountains. Dense forests, it must
be allowed, overspread great tracts of country, but a sufficient space was
left uncovered, in which numerous tribes lived in all the comfort of bar-
barous enjoyment.

In the works of the ancients may be found statements of the numbers
of the Celtic armies at particular times. The various legions of auxiliaries
which appear in the Notitia Imperii, prove that, by the Roman conquest,
neither Gaul nor Germany were depopulated, notwithstanding the long
and sanguinary struggles which the natives made for their independence.

When Brennus invaded Greece, he carried with hin 140,000 target-
eers, 10,000 horse, 2000 carriages, many merchants, and a great mul-
titude of other followers, all of whom perished:* yet he led an army of
152,000 to a second invasion, and 61,000 horsemen.} /Emilius routed
the Gauls and Celte, killing 40,00, and ravaged their country, after
they had, with an army of 200,000 men, twice defeated the Romans.f
The Cimbri invaded Italy, with a body of 3, or, according to some,
500,000 men, besides women and children.§

When the Helvetii endeavored to establish themselves in Gaul, they
had 192,000 men in arms, the whole number that set out on the expedi-
tion, according to a census found in their camp, amounting to 368,000.|

- The Suevi, a single German nation, was divided into 100 cantons, and
could bring 200,000 men into the fieid.T

The Boii, according to Pliny, on the authority of Cato, had 112 tribes:
in Spain hé enumerates 360 cities. = Buchannan, who cites Strabo, says,
300,000 of the Celte bore arms. C:sar reduced under the Roman obe-
dience 400 nations and 800 cities—the whole number in Gaul.** Jose-
phus gives them 315 nations and 1200 cities. Tt

When Casar was preparing to attack the Belge, he applied to the
Rhemi, a friendly people, for information concerning the military power
of that division of the Celtze. The Rhemi, being allied ** by kindred and
affinity, knew how great a multitude was promised,’” and gave him the
following list.

The Bellovaci were the most powerful of the Belgic confederates, and
could bring into the field 102,030 fighting men; on the present occasion
they offered but 60,000. The Suessiones were their neighbors, and
had formerly been the leading tribe; they now offered 50,000. The
Nervii also promised 50,000; the Attrebates 15,000; the Ambiani 10,000
the Morini 25,000; the Menapii 9000; the Caletes 10,000; the Velocas-
ses and Veromandui 10,000; the Adnatici 29,000; the Condrusi, Ebu
rones, Ceraesi, Penani, who were called by one name, Germans, 40,000,
making an army of 308,000 picked men.

* Fragment. Diod. xxii. { Pausanias, x. 19. 1 Frag. Dina. xxv.
§Plutarch, &e. Chatfield’s View of the Middle Ages. || Bello Gall.
7 Bello Galt. ** Appian, in the Celtic Wars. Platarch.

-tt Jewish Wars, ii. 16. 3.
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At the same time another convocation of the Gauls was held, at
which it was resolved to raise a fresh army; but they restricted their
force to such a number as might be easily regulated, and find the means
of subsistence with facility. ~They accordingly made the following lev-
ies.—The ZAduans and their clients, the Segusians, the Ambivarets, the
Aulerci, the Brannovices, and the Brannovii, 35,000, 'The Arverni also
35,000; the Eleutheri, Cadurci, Gabali, Velauni, Senones, Sequani,
Bituriges, Xantones, Rutheni, and Carnutes, 12,000; the Bellovaci
10,000; the Lemovices 10,000; the Pictones, including the Turones,
Parisii, and Eleutheri Suessiones, 32,000; the Ambiani, Mediomatrici,
Petrocorii, Nervii, Morini, and Nitiobriges, 35,000; the Aulerci-Ceno- -
manni 5000; the Atrebates 4000; the Bellocassi, Lexovii, Aulerci-Ebu-
rovices 9000; the Raurici and Boii 30,000. From the states on the ocean,
who, by their custom, are called Armorica, viz. the Curiosolites, Rhe-
dones, Caletes, Osisimii, Lemovices, Veneti, and Unelli, each 6000.*

Of these, 240,000 foot and 8000 horse were immediately mustered,
and the number, we are told, was afterwards increased. In the ten
years’ war which Cesar maintained in Gaul, where he first attacked the
Helvetii and Tigurie, defeating their army of 200,000,f there were
slain more than a million of men, and as many were taken prisoners.}

In those unsettled times, the population fluctuated according to the
events of the frequent wars. It appears from Strabo,§ that before
Cawsar’s time the Belge had but 30,000 fighting men. The Nervii, in
their desperate contentions, were reduced from 60,000 to 500.

The army of Bondiuca or Boadicea, after the destruction of London,
amounted to 230,000.7

From the ruins of houses throughout the Highlands of Scotland, Gene-
ral Stewart thinks the country must have been formerly very populous. The
same has been conjectured of the Lowlands, it must be confessed, with-
out satisfactory proof; yet the Scots and Picts must have been numerous,
for they suffered greatly in mutual slaughters; and, about the beginning
of the fourth century, they had to contend with 40,000 Roman troops,
besides their auxiliaries.  Alexander IL., according to Matthew Paris,
was able to raise an army of 1000 horse and 100,000 foot.

The Celtic muster rolls are exactly similar to those of the Clans of
Scotland. The following list of the numbers that were to be raised for
King James, in 1704, may not be uninteresting.

Mac Donalds .. £ g o . 14 45 1800

Mac Phersons 93 1+ 51 N 2 wh oo 9000
Mac Kenzies of Seaforth .. 3 X3 5 o 1200
Mac Leods 23 R & % e [ .. 700
Frasers .. 33 35 45 5% 33 o 3 1000
* Bello Gal. vii. 69. 70. t Appian in Bello Celt.

{ Ritson’s Mem. of the Celts. § Lib. iv. !

[| Bel. Gal. ii. 3 7 Henry, Hist. of Britain
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MILITARY FORCE OF THE CLANS. et

Roses of Kilravock e % 3%, e o . 500
Rosses of Balnagowan 5 s Ak £ 5 300
Duke of Gordon hs i e b3 i b ik 41000,
Grant of Balindalish o = - 3 .o 300
Steuart of Appin - s 33 = nr 3 .. 200
Farquharsons R =5 i = 5 e 700
Chisholms .. = e a7 R K e . 200
Mac Dulothes are e e r . e 500
Perth’s Highlanders e i el .o ‘z .. 600

9700
Horse of Inverness and Morayshires 5 o 1000

General Wade gives the following statement of the Highland forces in ~
1715, who were engaged in the rebellion:—

The Islands and Clans of the late Lord Seaforth 4 4% 3000
Mac Donalds of Slate .. b# ok B e o .. 1000

Mac Donalds of Glengarry .. o & b o2 Y 800
" Mac Donalds of Moidaart . . - b d e il o . - 800
Mac Donalds of Keppoch .. e .. o . &¢ 220
Lochiel Camerons . . 5 . a1 o ' ¥ S H800

The Mac Leods, in all 3o o .o .o b . 1000
Duke of Gordon’s followers e 5 N 3 Le .. 1000

Stewarts of Appin .. oG ots = = > e 400
Robertsons of Struan 5o o e a0 s J'e .. 800
Mac Intoshes and Farquharsons .. .e . o 3 800
Mac Ewens in the Isle of Sky PO Ao e ok s Y B alo0)
The Chisholms of Strathglass gertt P AR e o 150
The Mac Phersons - o o .o . .o oo 4 P

11,140

which agrees with the number given by Rae
The following clans, he adds, for the most part, join-
ed the rebellion of 1715, without their superiors:—

The Athol men .. O A8 b o 2000
The Braidalban men o 3 Sl <. 1000—-3,000

14,140

The under-written clans belonged to superiors, then believed to be
well affected to his Majesty:—

The Duke of Argyle ag o o ¥ o 4000
Lord Sutherland and Strathnaver 4 54 =3 .. 1000
Lord Lovat’s Frasers 4 ) <) S % 800
The Grants o ] g ) o9 55 3 800
The Rosses and Munroes .. 2 Al 5 o 700
Forbes of Culloden A o ALl W5 3 .. 200
Rose of Kilravock .. al S %o 13 i3 300
Sir Archibald Campbell of Clunes .. .. .. .. 200

8000
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It would appear that the number which the disaffected could bring into
the field in the last rebellion, was 12,030,* and the others, it is believed,
could bring nearly as many.

The song called the Chevalier’s Muster Roll, contains an enumeration
of the various chiefs and tribes who were to take the field, and was well
calculated to keep up the spirits of the party, by the prospeet of numer-
ous reinforcements. The following verse is a specimen,

¢ The Laird o’ Mac Intosh is cumin’,
Mac Gregor an’ Mac Donald’s cumin’,
The Mac Kenzies an’ Mac Pherson’s cumin’,
A’ the wild Mac Ra’s are cumin’,
Little wat ye fa’s cumin’,
Donald Gun an’ a’s cumin,” &e.

The patriarchal state of society in the Highlands of Scotland, where
a whole tribe labored and lived in common, was calculated to increase
the population very rapidly. A farm was often subdivided among chil-
dren, grandchildren, and other relations, until it became quite inade-
quate for the comfortable support of all. The evil was fortunately
counteracted by the military spirit. which led the young Gaél to seek
their fortunes in military service, either at home or abroad.

The population of the Highlands and Isles is now estimated at about
400,000. It is sometimes stated at 200,000; but if there are 80,000
families who speak Gaélic,T and if 5} is the average number of individ-
uals in a family,] the exact amount will be 420,000,

In the Gartmore MSS., which give a low estimate of the pepulation,
it is stated, that in 1747, nearly 52,000 able men from the age of eighteen
to fifty-six could be raised.

The strone and rRoBusT BopiEs of the Celte, their comeliness and
great strength, have been remarked by all ancieat authors who have had
occasion to notice them. These qualifications must have been produced
by a sufficient supply of food, by their temperance, and by the freedom
and activity of their lives: hunting, pasturage, agriculture, and athletic
amusements, being almost their sole occupations, when not engaged m
warfare.

Both Celts and Germans were remarkably tall. They surpassed

all other men in stature; and the largest, who were called Barenses,

inhabited the extreme and most cold parts.§ The lowest of the Ger-
mans were taller than the tallest Romans. Hieronymus says, Gaul al-
ways abounded in great and strong men,|| who were wont to ridicule
other people on their diminutive size.T The Senones were particularly
remarkable, being terrible for their astonishing bigness and vast arms.
The Insubres are described as more than human.** The Britons appear

*Stuart Papers, ii. p. 117. t ¢ The Scotsman ' of 12th January, 1828.
$ Dr. Mac Culloch. § Pausanias, i. 35, x: 20

Il Ap. Schoepflin’s Alsatia Illustrata, i. 67.

¥ Homines tantul® stature. **Florus, i. 13, ii. 4.
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to have exceeded even the Gauls in height. Tacitus remarks the large
limbs of the Caledonians; and some prisoners that Cewsar carried to
Rome, were exhibited as curiosities for their prodigious size. Strabo
indeed says, that he had seen British young men at Rome, who stood
half-a-foot above the tallest men; but such giants were not perhaps
usually met with, for he confesses that they were not particularly well-
proportioned  The Celts were, however, generally admired for their
fine figures, as we learn from }’olybius, Arrian, and others. Tacitus
notices the advantage which this height gave the enemy on occasion of
crossing a river: while the Romans were in risk of being swept away,
the Germans could keep themselves easily above water.* These people
were celebrated for their strength, their stature, and their huge sinewy
bodies,T the Romans being certainly of inferior size compared with the
barbarians.

From returns made to the French government, it appears that the
stature of the people has suffered a decrease during the late wars; and
an ingenious train of argument has been deduced to show, that while
war has a tendency to lessen the size of mankind, in refined nations, it
has a directly contrary effect among tribes of rude barbarians. These
people take the field en masse, bnt in civilized countries, the full sized
and able bodied men in the community are sent to fight for the general
safety: the army when reduced being filled up by successive levies of
the most robust individuals; hence the best men are sacrificed, while
the unhealthy and diminutive escape. Among primitive nations the
combatants encounter hand to hand, where the advantage being evident-
ly on the'side of the strong, thev will survive, while the weak inevitably
perish. This reasoning is specious, but it is not altogether satisfactory.
Age we to consider this as the sole cause of the variation of stature in
the human race? So remarkable a difference betweea the personal ap-
pearance of the Celte and other nations, could not have been produced
by warfare alone.] A tall man is naot always strong, or able to undergo
much fatigue, and even if his strength is proportionate to his size, it.does
not always render him able effectually to centend with the activity and
hardihood of one who may be much inferior in stature.

. Amongst the Celtic nations, military glory was that to which they
most ardently aspired, and of their warlike prowess they were excessive=
ly vain. To distinguish themselves by deeds of valor and heroism, it
was necessary to possess strength of body, and train themsclves by a
life of activity and enterprise. The peculiar state of society in which
they lived, was admirably calculated to promote military qualifications,
and preserve the advantage which nature had bestowed on the race, whe
were so well formed and healthy. Their simple institutions were emi-
nently conducive to the spirit of liberty with which they were animated,

* Annals, v. t Josephus Jew. Wars, ii. vi. and vii.
t An article on this subject appeared in the ¢ Scotsman,” xii. p. 899.
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and by which their physical strength was assisted; and as they could
only hope for distinction from proofs of valor and fortitude, they did not
degenerate as nations who become commercial, or are enervated by a
warm climate. As the Celts tenaciously retained their primitive man-
ners, their personal appearance was not altered, but continued to attract
the notice of surrounding nations.

Slow and late were the youth to marry, and when they did, it was
requisite that both, parties should have the same sprightly dispositions,
and the same stature. They were espoused in the prime of life, and the
robustness of the parents was inherited by the children.*

The regard which the Highlanders have always paid to the personal
appearance and manly qualities of their children, has been often re-
marked. Next to beauty in a female, her health and person is always
considered. “‘A puny delicate girl hardly ever gets a husband in the
Highlands, because she neither can be the mother of a vigorous proge-
ny, nor do her part in providing for them.”

Tall as the Celtze generally were, the princes and chief men usually
exceeded the common people, both in stature and strength; for beauty
and stateliness of person were generally characteristic of nobility in ear-
ly society, and naturally proceeded from the constitution of a rude com-
munity, where superior strength and warlike accomplishments are the only
recommendations in a chief or leader, and as they intermarry with families
enjoying similar advantages, the race does not degenerate. Like the nobil-
ity of later times, the principal families in a tribe must have been exempt-
ed, in a great measure, unless during war, from those labors and privations
which the lower orders endure. In the infancy of society there is little
chance of degenerating from luxury; we consequently find, that most of
the Celtic heroes were above the common standard. Numerous disco¥-
eries in ancient sepulchres prove the gigantic size and strong conforma-
tion of individuals.t.

Teutabochus, king of the Teutoni, who invaded Italy, with the Cim-
brians, being taken prisoner, was conspicuous above the trophies, from
his extraordinary tallness. = He was also of astonishing strength and
agility, being able among other feats, to vauit over six horses.] . The
old kings of Caledonia are described as very superior in stature and
strength. Trenmhor, like Fingal, was tall and mighty, and all tradition
proves the value in which these quahfications were held. Among the
Gagl, symmetry of form and bodily strength were accounted so indispen~
sable, that as anxious attention was paid to preserve and improve the
breed of children, as ever was bestowed, in more refined ages, on less
noble animals; but this object was attained more through the healthful-
ness and tempetrance of the parents, than from any particular care in the

* Tacitus de mor. Germ., who elsewhere notices their huge stature.

t Montfaucon gives an account of an interment where the skulls were found to be
much thicker than in mankind at the present day. See also the discoveries of Sir
Richard Hoare, &c. &c. &ec. } Florus iii. 3.
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education of the children, for the son of the chief had no more attention
paid him than was bestowed on his foster-brother.

The Germans made no distinction between the lord’s son and the
slave; they were both reared naked, and nourished with the milk oftheir
own mothers. E

The wet nurses in the Isles were not allowed to drink ale, from a be-
lief that the milk was thereby deteriorated.

The Irish children, as soon as born, were wrapped in a blanket, and so
continued until they could walk.*

The Highlanders bathe their children every morning and evening in
cold, or, sometimes, in warm water: and they did so for themselves when
they grew up.t The cold water rendered them less susceptible of the
piercing blasts to which they were exposed. It is customary with those
who wear the kilt, to wash their limbs at least every morning, and when
one assumes this dress only occasionally, some recommend, as a pre-
ventive from catching cold, that the legs should be anointed with whis-
key. The Gaélic youth of the better sort were not accommodated with
bounets, shoes, or stockings, even in the rigor of winter, until they were
eight or ten years old, and upwards.

The Celts were not only tall, but were well formed. Amongst the
Highlanders, it has been remarked, that there are hardly any crooked
or deformed people, except from accident, and some have asserted that
they never saw a naturally misshapen person in the Highlands. The
‘people of Scotland have, generally, an aversion to persons who have any
natural defect, believing them unlucky, and marked out for misfortune;}
a prejudice that, if not occasioned, may be strengthened by the rare-
ness of these objects.

The common Highlanders, from hard, and often scanty fare, are usu-
ally inferior in stature to the chief and better sort. This was more
perceptible formerly; but although few have attained the gigantic size of
““Big Sam,” a native of Sutherland, who was porter to the Prince of
Wales, they are by no means diminutive. They are well formed, ex-
tremely hardy and active. Their erect and easy gait is striking; and an
English resident among them, a hundred years ago, remarked that the
common people walked ““ nimbly and upright, and had a kind of stateli-
ness in their poverty.”§ The Irish were noticed, two centuries since,
as being “* of good proportion and comely stature;” || but the personal
appearance is so much affected by the supply of food, and manner of life,
that, like the Scots, they have not, latterly, been so remarkable for their
size.N  Tyrconnel, at the revolution, raised several regiments, every

* Campion.

t Martin. Memoirs of Donald Macleod. Children among the Goths were dipped in 2
stream or lake soon after their birth. Pinkerton.

1 This seems to arise from a belief that the fairies have something to do with them.
See one of Kelly’s proverbs. § Birt. || Barnaby Riche.

1 Luckenmbe says, on the authority of a military officer, that Irish recruits were, in
general, shorter than th;:lse of England.
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man of which was six feet high.* It was accounted handsome by the
Irish ladies, to be tall, round, and fat,} but they were also ‘big and
lazy,” being suffered from their youth ‘‘to grow at will.”” The ancient
Britons, we are told, excelled both in strength and swiftness. f

The Celts were undoubtedly very strong, but they were extremely
oppressed by the heat of a warm climate, and suffered much from thirst;
fur they were able to endure a degree of cold that would chill other
troops, but were languid and feeble under the rays of an Italian sun. §

The hardy manner in which the Celts brought up their youth, contri-
buted, in a very material degree, to produce their strong and robust
frames, and enabled them, through life, to contend with all sorts of
fatigue, and surmount difficulties, which others would have sunk under.
The Cimbri exposed themselves naked to showers of snow, and amused
themselves by sliding down the frozen Alps on their shields. The in-
difference of the Highlanders to cold, is evinced by their scanty clothing.
A less equivocal proof was formerly afforded, in the fact that they fre-
quently slept in the open air, during the severity of winter. Burt, who
wrote in 1725, relates, that he has seen the places which they occupied,
and which were known by being free from the snow that deeply covered
the ground, except where the heat of their bodies had melted it.

The anecdote which the same writer applies to Keppoch, and others,
to a chief of the Camerons, shows how highly they valued themselves
on their hardihood. The chief is represented as giving great offence to
his clan, by forming the snow into a pillow before he lay down, a plain
indication that he was beginning to degenerate.

The Highlanders were so accustomed to sleep in the open air, that
the want of shelter was of little consequence to them. It was usual be-
fore they lay down, to dip their plaids in water, by which the cloth was
less pervious to the wind, and the heat of their bodies produced a warmth,
which the woollen, if dry, could not afford. An old man informed me,
that a favorite place of repose was under a cover of thick over-hanging
heath. The Highlanders in 1745 could scarcely be prevailed on to use
tents. It is not long since those who frequented Lawrence fair, St
Sair’s, and other markets in the Garioch of Aberdeenshire, gave up the
practice of sleeping in the open fields. The horses being on these oc-
casions left to shift for themselves, the inhabitants no longer have their
crop spoiled, by their ‘‘upthrough neighbors,” with whom they had
often bloody contentions, in consequence of these unceremonious visits.

Strabo and Polybius notice that the Celts and Iberi always slept on
the ground,.even in their houses, a custom which the Scots and Irish
retained, Ifthe Highlanders went into other countries, they preferred
wrapping themselves in their own plaids, to making use of the beds of
the people among whom they came, apprehensive that such indulgence
would tend to impair their natural hardiness.

* Dalrymple’s Mem. of Great Britain t Campion.
t Herodian, iii. 47. :
§ Florus, ii.4. Plutarch, in vita Crassi. Appian, Parthick’s. Livy.
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The uarr of the Celtic race was naturally fair or inclined to red, and
they took great pains to deepen the color. The children, from theic
birth, were for the most part white or gray headed, but as they grew up
the hair became like that of their fathers.* Among the Britons it was
also yellow, but it was less so than that of the Gauls.t The Welsh call-
ed the Irish, Wyddil coch, red-haired. In an old poem we find a he-
10’s ‘‘ body like the white chalk, his hair like the flowing gold;” and an
old Cornish song extols a pretty maid for her white face and yellow hair.§
Flowing locks of this color were praised as most graceful and becoming,
by the bards who addressed the sun as ‘‘ the golden-haired.”” This was
admired in the Celtic youth of former times, and ¢ the yellow-haired
laddie >’ and ‘‘lassie w’ the lint white.locks,” continue favorites with
their descendants in the present day.

The red-haired Spaniard is noticed by Silius,|| the Gete plaited their
yellow locks, and the Albani glistened with shining hair.T The Budiui,
who were a Getic nation, had also the red hair and blue eyes,** whicl
characterized the whole Celtic race. They wore their hair long and
flowing, from which Gaul received the appellation Comata, or, as Pliny
more strongly expresses it, Capillata.Tf They turned it backwards from
the forehead to the crown, and thence to their very necks, that their
faces might be fully seen. From this manner of wearing it they look,
says Diodorus, like Pans and Satyrs.

The Caledonians were distinguished by ‘¢ their golden hair flowing
over their stately shoulders.”” ] The long hair of the Britons was turn-
ed back on the top of the head, and fell down in a bushy wreath behind.§§
Bondiuca, or Boadicea’s hair reached below the middle of her back.

Long hair was a mark of freedom among many nations, slaves being
obliged to cut it close. In France it was long regarded as indicative of
nobility.||| In the old laws of Scotland is a curious intimation, ** Quhen
ane frie man to the end he may have the mantenance of one greit and
potent man, randers himselfe to be his bondman in his court, be the haire
of his foreheid,” &c. . This is surely derived from a more ancient era
than that of the regulated feudal system. The act proceeds to say, that
if the man should afterwards withdraw, when brought back, and the sur-
render of his liberty proved, ¢* his maister may take him be the nose, and
reduce him to his foriner slaverie.” TT

Lycurgus was accustomed to say, that long hair added grace to hand-
some men, and made those who were ugly more terrific. The long

* Diod. Sic. Amm. Mar. xv. 10. Tacitus. Claudian in Rufinum, iii.

t Lucan. Strabo. Cemsar. 1 Roberts.

§ Pryce’s Archzologia. || Lib. xvi. v. 471.

1 Isodore, xix. 23, ** Herodotus.

tt Lib. iv. c. 17. 11 “Am follt oir mu an gu aillean ardo
§§ Whittaker's Hist. of Manchester. {Ill Gregory of Tours.

7T Quoniam Attachiamenta, lvi. Dr. Jamieson has remarked a vestige of this sin
gular custom in the amusement of ¢ Tappie tousie,” still practised among the Scots
children. Etymol. Dict.
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shaggy hair of the Gauls imparted a terrible appearance as they ragea
about in the field of battle.*

The Suevi had a mode of wearing their hair, which was imitated by
some of the other Germans, but among these the practice was confined
to the youth, It was twisted in a peculiar way, and bound up in a knot,
and so fond were the Suevians of this ornament, that even when gray
haired, they continued to raise it back in a stern and imposing manner,
but with some it was only tied at the top of the head. The princes paid
more attention to this arrangement of their hair than the common peo-
ple, carefully disposing it when going to war, in order to increase their
height, and terrify their enemies.f Each tribe had perhaps a peculiar
fashion of wearing their hair.f The head which appears at the end of
the first chapter,’is from a shield of the Brisigavian auxiliaries, and the
one here shown is from an antique discovered in Holland.§

‘T'he two figures which form the vignette to this chapter are from an an-
cient sculpture, and illustrate the peculiar mode of dressing the hair,
which Martial calls the ‘“ Auris Batavorum;”’|| and the one at the end
represents a figure in Montfaucon, of unknown antiquity,

The Catti, who were hardy, robust, and of stern countenance, let
their beards and hair grow to a length rarely to be seen amongst other
nations. This practice was usually in consequence of a vow, that they
should not cut the hair of their heads or beards until they had slain one
of their enemies. When they had been fortunately able to do this, they
made bare their face over the gory body, and said that now they had
acquitted themselves of the debt contracted by their birth, and rendered
themselves worthy of their country and their parents.N Thus when
Civilis who headed an extensive revolt of the Germans, had routed the
Roman legions, we are told that ‘“he cut off his long locks, lank and
red.”* But many of the Catti presented this terrible aspect when
white with.age, abating nothing of the grimness and horror of their
countenances even in peace. These sturdy veterans always occupied
the front of the army, and made the first assault.W They were indeed
a peculiar band, for, avoiding the trouble of any domestic charge, and

* Amm. Mar, xvi. 10. t Tacitus, de mor. Germ.
1 Crinibus in modum tortis venere Sicambri.” Martial, ap. Wolfgang,

§ Petri Serverii, Tab. Ant. Batavicarum.

|| Caniegetier's Diss. de Brittenburgo, &c. 1734,

¥ Tacitus, de mor. Germ. **Tacitus Annal.
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possessing no house, they wandered about *“sorning ”’ on the other
members of the community, on whom they appear to have thought they
had a good claimn for subsistence as long as they lived.

The Britons and inhabitants of Ireland wore their hair long, and al-
lowed their beards to grow only on the upper lip. Even until a later
period, the Irish strictly adhered to this ancient practice, which was at
last abolished by Act of Parliament, a statute being passed, ordaining
none to wear their beards in that manner* ‘¢ A thicke curled bush of
haire hanging downe over their eyes, and monstrously disguising them,”
was termed ‘“ glibes.” By cutting off these ‘ writhed glibbes,” or let-
ting them fall down on the face, a person was not easily recognised. It
was surely in consequence of this custom, that Gildas says the Picts
¢ covered their villanous countenances with hair,” and that the Irish
were stigmatized as ‘‘ shag-haired villains.” Sometimes it would appear,
that for their safety they denuded themselves of their hair, but necessity
alone compelled the adoption of such a measure, for it was otherwise
reckoned ¢ notable villainy to crop the glibbes in front.”’f Cluverius ob-
serves that the Irish were the last of the Celtic race who retained the
custom of wearing the hair in the ancient manner.§ The Scots High-
landers, about a century ago, wore it fastened in the peculiar way which
is here shown, and which is a later instance of the ancient mode of hair
dressing.

They are yet fond of wearing their hair long; and many are to be
seen who continue to tie it behind, in the same manner as represented in
the Frontispiece. This fashion of tying the hair was called clubbing, a
term evidently derived from the Gaélic, and more particularly applied to
the form used by the women, and not yet laid aside in the north of Scot-
land, where it is turned up in a knot before and behind.

The practice of encouraging the growth of the hair on the upper lip
ouly, was not without occasional exception. Diodorus says, that while
some shaved their beards, others did so but in part, which last method
was invariably adopted by people of rank. These allowed the musta-
chios to grow to such a length, that they fell down over their mouths,
and in eating, part of the meat occasionally got entangled in: the hair;
and when they were drinking, the liquor would run ‘‘through the mus-
tachios, as through a sieve.”||

* Spenser’s View of Ireland, p. 32. t Chap. 15. § 2. t Campion.

§ It was so worn in remote parts, in the seventeenth century. Riche. Indeed, in
the end of last century, the Irish sailors continued to plait or dress theiwr hai in a
peculiar manner. || Diod. Sic.

e A ——
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Both Gauls and Germans often washed their heads, and, to beautify
the hair and increase its brightness, they used a preparation of tallow,
and ashes of certain vegetables,* into which some coloring matter was
probably put. We thus see that the Gauls were the inventors of soap,
and by its frequent use, in which the men indulged more than the women
their hair became as hard and strong as a horse’s mane.t In the time
of Valens, the Roman troops coming suddenly on the German army,
which lay in a valley, beheld some of them washing and bathing in the
river, others busy in coloring the hairs of their head, and making it shine
like gold.}

The care with which these nations cherished their hair was remarka-
ble. A striking instance of their solicitude respecting it, is afforded by a
young warrior who was condemned to be beheaded. His last and most
earnest request was, that it might not be stained with his blood, or ex-
posed, after his death, to the rude touch of a slave.§ In some instances,
ringlets of auburn hair have been found in the tombs of the early,
Britons. ||

The compLEXIONS of the Celts were fair and succulent,T apparently
from their northern climate, but attributed to their being always clothed
except in battle,** and to their long indulgence in bed during peace.
From whatever cause, their bodies were remarkably white, compared
with other nations.f

That the genuine descendants of this race are distinguished like their
ancestors, by a dusky, sallow, sunburnt hue, has been asserted by those
who have shown more anxiety to maintain a system, than to investigate
truth; but it is unquestionable that the ‘* candida corpora " and ‘‘ cceru-
lei oculi,” always characterized the Celte. There is nothing more
clearly expressed by those ancient authors who have described the peo-
ple; and these features must have been striking, to be so particularly
noticed. The Gauls, the Germans, and the Britons were alike distin-
guished by their fair hair and blue eyes, and the Goths of later ages dif-
fered little from their Celtic progenitors.

Their Eves were blue and large, but when enraged they darted fury,
and, having naturally a stern look, it is said to have then been awful.ff
Their aspect must have been remarkable. ~Ammianus Marcellinus,
himself a veteran soldier, who had often fought with these fierce nations,
confesses, that in the cast of their eyes there was something terrible.}f

The women were very beautiful,§§ and were as tall and courageous as
the men.|||| The beauty of Claudia Rufina, a British lady, T is celebrated

* Pliny, xxviii, 12. t Diod. Sic.

{ Amm. Mar. xxvii. 1. § Henry’s Hist. of Britain.

|i Douglas’s Nennia Britannica.

T Diod. Sic. ¢ Clear.” ¢ White.” Amm. Mar. xv. 10

** Livy, xxxviii. 21. {1 Isodorus, xix. 23.

{1 Amm. Mar. xv. 10, xvi. 10. Tac. de mor. Germ.

§§ Athenmus observes ¢ Celt® pulcherrimas habent uxores,” xiii 8.
llif Diodorus. 17 Robert’s early History of the Cymnri
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by Martial. Ammianus seems to represent the females as stronger than
their husbands, but he probably means in domestic warfare only.* They
paid much attention to their persons, especially in Aquitain, where you
could not see a woman, however poor, in foul and ragged clothes, as in
other places.t

Small eyebrows were considered very beautiful among the ancient
Caledonians, and some females received their names from this handsome
feature, Caol-mhal signifies a woman with small eyebrows. The he-
roes of Morven were not insensible to the power of female eyes. Dar-
thula was so called from the beauty of her’s; and a common phrase in
the Highlands to this day, when extolling the beauty of a woman, is to
say, she is lovely as Darthula.f

The TeeTH of the Celtz were sound and of a beautiful whiteness.
This is observable in all their interments, where they are found to retain
the enamel when every other part has gone to decay. Sir Richard
Hoare, who has probably seen more of their sepulchral remains than
any other person, has invariably found the teeth well preserved.§

The voice of the Celts was loud and terrible; and although they
spoke little, even their ordinary words were dreadful.| The voice of the
Cimbri differed from all other men, and their language was scarcely hu-
man: they filled the air with howlings and bellowings, like wild beasts.T
Pliny, alluding to their defeat by Marius, says, the disaster made them
yell again;** and the horrid din and clamor which they made the night
before the battle, resounded through the woods and mountains, and
struck the Roman soldiers with great terror.

From some accounts, the Celtic nations appear more than human
It is to be presumed, that the terror they inspired, occasioned many
exaggerated representations of their personal appearance; but there is
a sufficient uniformity in the descriptions, to show that they were a very
singular people. They had a terrible aspect, an awful and loud voice;
their stern looks were sufficient to intimidate most people, and their bare

appearance, when irritated, struck the beholder with terror and dismay.

The ““ loud and sonorous voice ” of the ancient Celts was inherited by
the Caledonians, and was esteemed a qualification of some importance.
When Fingal raised his voice, ‘‘ Cromla answered around, the sons of
the desert stood still, and the fishes of the troubled sea moved to the
depths.” Columba, when performing service in his church of Iona, is
said to have been heard at the distance of a mile and a half.

The Celtic nations spoke very little, and their language was dark and
figurative:tf their manner of talking was solemn and mysterious, the or-
dinary words of most of them, as well when they were at peace, as when

they were irritated, being dreadful and full of menace.]f They were

* xv.10. t Amm. Mar. xv. c. 12. t M‘Pherson in Ossian, &ec.
§ See his interesting work on ancient Wiltshire. || Amm. Mar. xv. 10. Livy, vi.
1. Plutarch in Bello Cimbrico. *> xxvi. 4.

tt Diod. Sic. 11 Amm. Mar. xv. 10.
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hyperbolical in their own praise, and spoke contemptuously of all others,
*“My pointed spear, my sharp sword, my glittering shield,” said an old
Celtic hero, ‘‘are my wealth and riches; with them I plough, with them
I sow, and with them I make my wine:—whocver dare not resist my
pointed spear, my sharp sword, and my glittering shield, prostrates lhim-
self before, and adores me as his lord and his king.”* 'The celebrated
Macdonald, of Barisdale, in the last century, had a high opinion of his
own merits, although he was cousidered by others as a very licentious
freebooter. On the silver ornaments of his sword belt, hé displayed his
vanity in a classical address to that weapon.f ¢ The insolency of the
Gauls appears to have been notorious.”’f They were ““ most grievously
provoking;”’ but if they ‘“ were apt to inenace others,” it was probably
most observable towards those who were laboring to subdue them, for
most nations are inclined, on such occasions, to utter their defiance in
no very pleasing expressions. When Alexander attacked the Scyths,
they threw out the most opprobrious and railing language, after their
barbarous manner.§

The Celts were also extremely irascible, being naturally passionate,||
managing their affairs more by rage and fury than by reason.™ The
Germans were accustomed to fall upon their enemies, without much con-
sideration, as it appeared, of what they were about; for they did not
reason, but went rashly into danger without just hopes.** The Gauls
were so liable to sudden excitation, that, in the very midst of eating, they
would rise in a heat, and, without regard to their lives, fall to it with
their swords.§ As they were hurried into war by an irresistible impa-~
tience, proceeding from a simplicity of feeling that prevented reflection,
the same sincerity led them soon to relent and be appeased. Their first
heat beiug spent, they often became disheartened,T or rather appeared
so, and relinquished the prosecution of a war as suddenly as they had
engaged in it. An euterprise was abandoned, when the heat in which
they took arms had abated. However creditable this might have been
to their subsequent reasoning, it subjected them to a charge of incon-
sistency, and threw a shade on their military fame. Hannibal, in his
march through Ttaly, prevented the Gauls in his army from deserting,
by placing his cavalry in the rear,{f but he certainly gave them the se-
verest part of the service, for they suffered more than any others of his
army.

They were much given to brawls, and exceedingly insolent; and the
women were particularly famous in this sort of wrangling, of which we

* Athenzus, xv. c. 14. See the parabolical speech of the Druid Sithama, in ¢ the
fall of Tura.” Smith’s Gallic Ant. p. 318.

t ¢ Heec tibi erunt artes, pacis componere mores;

Parcere subjectis, et debellare superbos.”

t Polybius iii. See Tac. de mor. i. 66, and throughout his works.

§ Diodorus. || Josephus, Ant. xix. 1. § 15. Seneca de Tra. iii. 3.

T Polybius. ** Josephus, Ant. xix. 1. § 15. Ibid. Jew. Wars, vii. 4. § 2.

H Polybius, iii.
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have a lively description from the pen of honest Marcellinus. ¢ If any
of them,” says he, ‘“be set a brawling, having the shrew, his wife, (who
is commonly the stronger, by far, of the two, and of a sallow complex-
ion,) to take his part, a whole band of strangers is not able to match him;
especially when, setting out her big neck, with swollen veins, she falls a
grating her teeth and levelling her snow-white arms, of a mighty large
size, once begius to lay about her with fists and heels together, like the
bolts and darts discharged with violeuce from a military engine.””* The
Celte, as may be readily believed, from their fiery dispositions, were
prone to war. Their propensity to fight led them into hostilities on very
slight occasions, and impelled them to undertake the most dangerous ex-
peditions. Athenzeus says, they would wage war for meat and drink; but,
surely, the want of either was a powerful stimulus. The whole race was
warlike and fierce, and ready to fight with the greatest ardor, in open
contention, without malignity, and with the utmost strength and courage,
but accompanied with a rashness and temerity not very compatible with
military discipline,f and that often brought disasters which their daring
and undaunted bravery could not avert. At the same time, this hot tem-
per enabled them to surmount obstacles and achieve exploits that they
were perhaps inadequate to accomplish, if unimpassioned. It was equal-
ly true of them as of the Scots’ Highlanders, who, when kept passive,
were observed to *‘lose their ardor.”” The military prowess of the Celts
was proverbial. Tacitus says, the Germans thought it more honorable
to live by their sword than the labor of any occupation. ‘¢ The Gauls,”
he remarks, ‘‘were prompted to fight, by liberty, the Germans, by the
allurements of spoil; the Batavians, by glory.”] ¢ The Celts carried
their rights on the poiats of their swords, and said all things belonged to
the brave who had courage to seize them.”§

These restless warriors repeatedly invaded Italy with terrible devas-
tation. In this country, peopled in the most early ages by the Celte,
many of the ancient nations continued to preserve their original manners
when the Roman empire was in its zenith, and they long retained the
martial spirit inherent in the race. Those nations of Gauls which dwelt
in Italy, in the beginning, not only held the country, but acquired the
alliance of most of their neighbors, who were terrified at their fury.|

The Gauls under Brennus, chief of the Senones, having for some
cause attacked the Tyrrhenians, the Romans sent ambassadors to learn
the reason of the war, who, arriving when the two armies were ready to
engage, very inconsiderately joined the latter people, and killed one of
their princes. After the battle, the Gauls sent to Rome to demand that
the ambassador should be condemned as one who without cause had
done them this injury, and thereby given just provocation for war. The

* Lib. xv. c. 10. t Strabo, iv. p. 195. Polybius, &ec.
{ Annals iv. He elsewhere says, the Gauls had become rich and unwarlike. The
German wars raged with most fury when he wrote.
§ Livy, v. 35. || Polybius, ii.
12
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justice of the request was at once admitted by the senate, who orderec
the offender to be given up; but the influence of his friends prevailed
with the people, who insisted on the decree being reversed. The Gauls
were greatly enraged when they learned this decision, and increasing
their army to seventy thousand they marched straight to Rome. They
were met at Alia, ten miles from the city, by the Roman troops, who were
speedily driven from the heights where they had posted themselves, in
disorder to the plain, and routed with dreadful slaughter.

The victors, according to their custom, spent the first day after the
battle in cutting off the heads of the slain; but on the fourth, they ad-
vanced to the walls of Rome, broke down the gates, and laid the whole
city in ashes, except a few houses on Mount Palatine. They were
frustrated in their attempts on the capitol by the well known alarm that
was given by the sacred geese, but were only induced to abandon their
design on payment of one thousand pounds of gold, with which they re-
tired, after having occupied Rome seven months. So far, indeed, the
Celts had done pretty well; but on their march homewards, they attack-
ed Veascus, partly to revenge the assistance which the inhabitants had
aflorded their enemies, and partly to augment their booty by the sack of
the place. The Romans having pursued them under the leading of
Canmillus, totally overthrew them, and recovered their gold and most of
the other plunder.* It was only after this repulse of Brennus, that the
Romans appear to have taken courage to attack the Italian Celts.T

In the time of Asdrubal, the Gauls descended into Italy with fifty
thousand foot, and twenty thousand cars and horsemen. The Romans,
at this time, thought it impossible long to hold their country, unless they
had subdued these nations; } and, before their final subjection, they were
so terrible to the Romans, that, when the Gauls appeared, old age did
not excuse any from the war: even the priests, who were exempted
from military duty on all other occasions, being obliged to take the field
when these formidable enemies were to be opposed,§ and they solemnly
cursed all who took money from the treasury, except for the Gallic wars.

In the account of the Cimbrian invasion, we have a striking picture
of these ferocious nations. The magnitude of the armament filled all
Italy with the greatest alarm, and the extraordinary strength and hardi-
hood of these people impressed the Romans with the utmost terror.
When they beheld the Cimbri, of immense stature and horrid counte-
nances, exposing themselves naked to showers of snow, climbing to the
mountain tops, and sliding down the frozen precipices on their shields,
for mere amusement, and tearing up the neighboring hills to form a pas-
sage across a river, &c., the Roman veterans began to desert their col-
ors, and at last fled.|| Yet by the excellent generalship of Marius, and
the military discipline of the Roman army, they were eveatually defeat-
ed in two battles, with incredible slaughter. Plutarch tells us, the lands

* Diod. Sic. xii. t Polybius, i t Ibid. ii.
§ Appian, Civ. Wars, ii. || Polyeenus, viii. 10. Plutarch de Bello Cimbrico.
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of the Massilians were amply manured by the slain, whose bones were
s0 numerous, as afterwards to be used in enclosing the vineyards; the
few who escaped the disaster retiring to the mountains around Verona
and Vincenza, where their descendants still exist. Before they entered
Italy, they had been opposed in their march through Gaul by the Ro-
mans, who lost sixty thousand men in the attempt.* From the first
mention of the Cimbri, the Romans had been two hundred and ten years
in conquering Germany, where they lost five armies.T Titus, to dissuade
the Jews from a war with the Romans, represeated to them the madness
of contending with those, by whom the strong Germans, who, wherever
they went, performed marvellous exploits, had been overcome.f ¢ Who
is there among you that hath not heard of the great number of the Ger-
mans? You have yourselves seen them to be strong and tall:”’ these
““who have minds greater than their bodies, and a soul that despises
death, and who are in rage more fierce than wild beasts.”§

The Gauls, he continues, became tributary to the Romans, not be-
cause they were of ‘¢ effeminate minds, or ignoble, for they bore a war
of eighty years, for their liberty.”§ These nations, indeed, fought so
desperately, that their fame was spread abroad both far and wide, and it
was an object with many powerful States, to retain bodies of them in
their service, at much expense. Being held in this estimation, and re-
collecting the daring exploits of their ancestors, it was no wonder that
they became so proud of themselves as to despise all other people..u
Polybius declares, that “never until this day were greater wars than the
Gallic, either for obstinacy of courage, or the resolution of the combat-
ants; the greatness of armies, or the slaughter of men.”T  ¢‘ These are
they,” says another, ‘“who took Rome; these robbed the temple at
Delphos; these laid a great part of Europe and Asia under tribute, and
took possession of some of the countries they had subdued: mixing with
the Greeks, they were called Gallo-Grecians. They often routed and
cut up many great armies of Romans.”||

The Gauls who had escaped from Delphos, after they had vanquished
the Thracians, settled about Byzantium, and built the royal city Tyle.
The Byzantines saved themselves from plunder by paying tribute to the
Gallic king, Comontoire, sometimes thirty thousand, sometimes fifty
thousand, and at other times one hundred thousand crowns. Finally,
they were forced to give eighty thousand crowns yearly, until the time
of Clyare, when the Celts were extirpated by the Thracians.**

When any of the Eastern States wished to raise an army for some
desperate undertaking, they recruited in Gaul; and when a faithful body-
guard was wanted, the Celte were engaged at any price. The Cartha-
ginians, especially, had always numerous bodies of these troops in their
armies, which were chiefly furnished by Gaul and Spain.ff Mithrada-

* Diod. Sic. Fragment, xxxvi. : t Tacitus.
t Josephus Jew. Wars, vi. 6, § 2. § Thid. ii. 16, § 4.~ || Diod. Sic. v. 2.
9 Lib. ii. ** Polybius, iv. tt Diod. &e.
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tes, king of Pontus, boasted that he had in his army those Ganls who
had always frightened the Romans.* Dionysius, the tyrant, engaged
two thousand Gauls and Celtiberians to assist the Lacedemonians, and
gave them five months’ pay in advance. The Greeks, who had a suffi-
ciently high opinion of their own abilities, in order to try the valor of
their new allies, drew them out against the Baeotians and their confede -
rates, whom they very speedily overthrew. During the time they serv-
ed, we are told they were of great use, and purchased much renown.¥
Apollodorus, king of Cassandria in Macedonia, armed and engaged
with large rewards a life-guard of these men.f Perseus of Macedonia
bargained for 20,000 of them; and Herod, king of the Jews, received,
as his body-guard, 400 who had served Cleopatra in the same capaci-
ty.§ The Celtic legion, who were the guards of Caligula, hearing of
his assassination, instantly drew their swords, and marched to the thea-

tre, determined in their rage to put every soul to the sword.| The
Gauls were among the ancients, what the Swiss have been in modern
ages. .

The whole education of the Gauls was intended to qualify them for
the profession of war. They never permitted their children to appear
before them in public, until they were able to bear arms;T and to pre-
vent their young men from becoming fat, they were kept at work, and
were obliged to wear a girdle, to determine their just size, which if they
exceeded, they were fined **

Among the Germans, no one was allowed to bear arms until the com-
munity had attested his ability to use them. If found worthy, he was
dignified by one of the rulers, or his father, in the midst of a public as-
sembly, with a shield and javeline, and from thenceforward he became a
member of the commonwealth, .

There was but one sort of public diversion among these people, and it
shows in a strong light the estimation in which military prowess was
neld. The young men flung themselves naked amongst sharp swords
and darts, where they fearlessly danced amid the loud applauses of thé
spectators: a performance which they executed with much grace, but
not for hire. To please their admiring countrymen was their sole and
highest reward.ft

The Scotish tribes in Ireland, we are told, trained up their youth to
martial exercises from their seventh year, and they were honorably re-
warded according to their proficiency.ff The Scots Highlanders prac-
tisec the same custom; and as the military character of the Britons

* Justin, xxxvii. t Diod. Sic. xv. 8. { Diod. Siec.
§ Josephus Jew. Wars, i. 20, § 3. || Josephus Jew. Ant. xix. i. § 15.
7 Bello Gall ** Strabo, iv. p. 199. tt Tacitus de mor, Germ.

t Harl. MS. 5280 contains an account of the renowned Insh Militia, with their
sourse of probation, and exercises, written before the 10th century, by Gillo Tancou-
lourd Mac T'uathal, in the reign of Cormac Mac Airt. Astle has noticed this curious

work.
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closely resembled that of the continental Celts, they had also a pubiic
investment of their youth with arms. The remains of this custos existed
in the Highlands and Isles almost within memory of man. The princi-
pal persons in a clan were obliged to give public proof of their valor and
dexterity in the use of their arms, before assuming any command.

The first meat which an Irish infant anciently received, was put into
its mouth on the point of a sword by the mother, with many imprecations
and prayers, that he might not die otherwise than with honor in battle.*
Giraldus Cambrensis notices a custom, which prevailed in some parts
even in the sixteenth century: the right arm was left unchristened, so
that it might be able to give a sure and deadly blow.}

The chief himself was not acknowledged until he had thus proved his
right.] With so careful an attention to wilitary education, is it surpris-
ing that the nation should be warlike? To the Caledonians, the Britons
of the south said, the Gods themselves were not equal. Herodian de-
scribes them as insatiably fond of slaughter; and so little have their pug-
nacious habits been changed by time, that for nearly eighteen centuries,
they have lived in almost continual war, either amongst themselves or
with others. From the most early ages, the Scots were extolled for
their valor. “Ilz sont asses hardi et chevaleraux de leur personnes,”
as an old French writer says.§ And they still nobly support the charac-
ter which their ancestors acquired, as fierce and unyielding warriors,

No age among the Gauls was exempt from the wars, from the youth
capable of bearing arms to the hoary head; nor was it necessary to
urge any to take the field, for all went with the utmost cheerfulness; and
it is a remarkable and sanguinary proof of the martial spirit of these stern
warriors, that the unfortunate individual who arrived last at their assem-
blies, was publicly put to death.

No obstacles could deter them from the prosecution of a war; for,
when they had once resolved to take up arms, they were determined to
encounter the most numerous and fearful disasters.||

The Gauls who engaged with Hannibal, declared themselves ready
to undergo any danger with him: unfortunately, the campaign turned
out none of the easiest,T for these daring and hardy auxiliaries.

This forwardness to put themselves on arduous expeditions and readi-
ness to undertake difficult operations, has distinguished the Celts in all
ages. At the siege of Roxburgh, in 1322, the Highlanders were order-
ed to climb a precipice on which the English were posted, which they
very soon accomphshed, putting the enemy to immediate flight.** We

¥ Solinus.

t:Campion. This reservation could only have been made, from retainir g the prim-
itive mode of performing baptism by immersion,

$ Dr. Macpherson, &ec.

§ Perlin’s Description des royaulmes d’Angleterre et d’ Ecosse. Paris, 1558, ed. Lon-
don, 1775, ¢ Ilz sont hardis et vertueux comme lions;” he elsewhere repeats.

| Amm. Mar. xv. 10. 7 Polybius. The Gauls always suffered most

** Lord Haile’s Annals.
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also find that Donald of the Isles came to one of the sieges of Roxburgh,
with a great body of men, *‘ armed in Highland fashion, with habergions,
bows and axes,”” anxiously desiring leave to march into England before
the army, ¢ to take upon them the first press and dint of the battle,” =

The Romans had no inclination to admit that they were ever defeated,
yet, in the various details which are preserved concerning the Gallic
wars, they acknowledge enough to prove, that, although their military
discipline gave them a decided advantage, they never met with a more
determined resistance; and, although ultimately successful, many battles
were certainly extremely unfavorable, if not dishonorable, to the Roman
arms. The testimony which the conquerors of the world have borne te
the intrepid bravery and undaunted resolution of the Celta, is highly to
be esteemed, for the admission of an enemy may be safely received,
wheu discreditable to himself.

Thacitus admits that the Roman arms were tarnished by the brave Ger-
mans; and Sallust, in Cataline, says the Gauls were superior in military
prowess to his countrymen.t The Batavi, Matiarii, and Lancearii,
Gallic and German auxiliaries, stood their ground in that battle where
the emperor Valens fell, when all the Romans fled.] The great Cesar
himself, on many occasions, speaks in terms of admiration of the valor
and heroism of these nations. The Nervii, he says, overcame diflicul-
ties, which, though seemingly insurmountable, appeared yet as nothing
to men of their resolution and magnanimity. In a certain battle, the
slain were so numerous as to form a pile, from which the survivors, as
from a rampart, continued to hurl their javelins on the enemy, and dis-
puted the field with so much perseverance, that in the sanguinary con-
flict their name was almost extinguished. On many other occasions, we
find whole bodies were slaughtered to a man, rather than yield. The
Gallic foot at Telamon, Polybius says, fell on the spot where they had
placed themselves.

Their contempt of death was very remarkable. Aristotle says ¢‘ they
fear neither earthquakes nor inundations.” This fearless disposition led
them to behave as if they were insane, for, according to some writers,
they would not retire from their houses if they were falling about their
. ears, and would rush into the water as if they were able, with sword in
hand, to beat back the encroaching waves. However much of this may
be true, they certainly fought with a desperation and fury almost incred-
ible. At Thermopyle, they rushed on the Greeks with a ferocity re-
sembling that of wild beasts; ‘“their rage, while life remained, suffer-
ing no abatement, though they were wounded by the battle-axe, cut down
with the sword, or pierced with darts and arrows.” Some of these Gauls
tore the lacerating darts from their bodies, and discharged them back on
the Greeks, or, as they lay wounded on the ground, pierced with them
those who stood near them.§

* Pitscottie’s Chronicles, p. 102, 8vo. 1C. 53.
} Amm. Mar. xxxi. § Pausanias, x. c. 21.
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At the battle of Falkirk, in 1745, the cavalry had rushed on tho reb-
els, broken their ranks, and were trampling them under the horses’ feet.
““The Hightlanders, stretched on the ground, thrust their dirks into the
bellies of the horses. Some seized the riders by their clothes, dragged
them down and stabbed them; several, again, used their pistols; but
few had sufficient space to handle their swords.” The cavalry were
eventually repulsed, the Highlanders pursuing them and running as fast
as the horses could gallop.*

No man, says Ceesar, speaking of a battle which lasted from one
o’clock in the afternoon until evening, saw the back of an enemy; and,
even when compelled to give way, the Gauls rallied at their carriages,
and renewed the fight with greater obstinacy, until the night was far
spent.} In another engagement with the Romans, the first ranks of the
Gallic troops were swept off by the javelins of the enemy, and their
army attacked both in front and rear, yet not a man offered to fly, but
stood and fought until every soul was cut off.}

Amongst many instances of personal bravery and heroism, it is related
by the same accomplished writer, who was an eye witness of the trans-
action, that, at the siege of Avaricum, a Gaul planted himself before the
gate and in the face of the whole Roman army, continued to cast balls
of burning pitch and tallow, in order to set fire to the towers which the
enemy had raised, until he was shot dead by an arrow. The danger of
such a position did not prevent its being instantly occupied by another
Gaul, who was almost as quickly brought down. His nearest compan-
ion, undismayed at death, stepping over the bodies of his brave com-
rades, resumed the perilous duty and shared their fate. Still a fourth
warrior placed himself with alacrity in the fatal spot, and he too fell a
speedy sacrifice to his temerity; yet until the conflict ceased, the place
was not abandoned.§

In the disordered retreat at Culloden, an English cavalry officer ad-
vanced in front of his regiment, to catch one of the flying Highlanders
who had come rather close to the line. The fellow quickly brought him
down with his broadsword, and having despatched him, he deliberately
stopped to take his watch, in front of a whole squadron of the enemy. |
In that disastrous battle, the heroism of Gillies Mac Bane was most
eminently displayed, and worthy of a better fate. This gentleman was
major of the regiment of clan MaclIntosh; and when the Argyle militia
broke down the park wall which enabled them to attack the Highlanders
in flank, the brave Gillies stationed himself at the gap, and, as the ene-
my entered, they severely suffered from the irresistible strokes of his
clavmore. As John Breac Mac Donald, who stood beside him, ex-
pressed it, ‘“he mowed them down like dockins.” At last, finding him-

* Chevalier Johnstone’s Memoirs, p. 92. On this occasion, Macdonald of Clauran-
nald was with difficulty rescued from under a dead horse that had fallen on him,

t Bello Gall. i. 20. S 1 Bello Gall. vii. 56.

§ Bello Gall vii. 12 || Chev. Johnstone.
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self opposed singly to a whole troop, he set his back to the wall and de-
fended himself with the fierceness of desperation, keeping the enemy
long at bay, and killing an almost incredible number. Seme officers,
admiring his valor, endeavored to save his life, but poor Gillies feli
where he had slain thirteen of his foes. According to some accounts,
the number was much greater. A descendant of this brave man, who
has lost a leg, resides at Chelsea, and is remarkable for his fine stature
and proportion. The following verses are said to be from the pen of
Lord Byron:

GILLIES MACBANE.

The ‘clouds may pour down on Culloden’s red plain,
But the waters shall low o’er its crimson in vain;

For their drops shall seem few to the tears for the slain
But mine are for thee, my brave Gillies Mucbane ! )

Though thy cause was the cause of the injured and brave,
Though thy death was the hero’s, and glorious thy grave;
With thy dead foes around thee, piled high on the plain,
My sad heart bleeds o’er thee, my Gillies Machane !

How the horse and the horseman thy single hand slew!

But what could the mightiest single arm do ?

A hundred like thee might the battle regain ; %
But cold are thy hand and heart, Gillies Macbane!

With thy back to the wall, and thy breast to the targe,
Full flashed thy claymore in the face of their charge ;
The blood of their boldest that barren turf stain ;

But alas !—thine is reddest there, Gillies Macbane !

Hewn down, but still battling, thou sunk’st on the ground,

Thy plaid was one gore, and thy breast was one wound ; ]
Thirteen of thy foes by thy right hand lay slain ;

Oh ! would they were thousands for Gillies Macbane !

Oh! loud, and long heard, shall thy coronach be ;
And high o'er the heather thy cairn we shall see;
And deep in all bosoms thy name shall remain,
But deepest in mine, dearest Gillics Macbane '

And daily the eyes of thy brave Boy hefore

Shall thy plaid be unfolded ; unsheathed thy claymore ;
And the white rose shall bloom on his bonnet again,
Should he prove the true son of my Gillies Macbane !

As it was equally shameful for a general to desert his troops, as for
them to abandon their commander, he shared the same fate as his follow-
ers; and it is related that no prince ever survived the loss of his crown.
Correus, the chief of the Bellovaci, though his army was put to the rout,
would neither quit the field nor accept of quarter, but continued to fight
with undaunted courage, wounding many of the victorious Romans, who
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were at Jast obliged to despatch him with their javelins.* ¢ Some,’
says another, ¢ before all their blood was shed, rose up ere they died, to
do some more service. Others, when both knees were tired, bowing the
left leg, would rest themselves by thus reclining, yet ready to give a
fresh assault, which is a token of obstinacy and stiff resolution, in the
highest degree.”

At the siege of Amida, the two legions Magnenti®, raised in Gaul in
the time of Constantius and Julius, immortalized themselves. They
were composed of valiant men, both active and nimble, excellent for
fighting on even ground, but unfit for besieging, for they would not lend
a hand to help any man at the engines, or in raising bulwarks, but fool
hardily would sally forth and fight, courageously indeed, but they often
returned many fewer than when they went out. When the city gates were
at last closed, and they could not by any entreaty be allowed to make their
usual sorties, they gnashed their tecth like wild beasts for vexation. At
length, 4throwing off all restraint, they threatened death to the tribunes if
they should offer to oppose their resolution of breaking out of the city, to
attack the besieging Persians, and forthwith began to hack and hew down
the gates with their swords, being exceedingly afraid lest the place should
be taken before they had got to the open field, there to perform exploits
that were worthy of Gauls. With great difficulty they were induced to wait
for a short time, until they could march out, and attack the advanced posts
with some appearance of success. They therefore sallied out on a certain
night by a postern gate, armed with axes and swords, praying for success
to the Ieavenly power, but proceeding with the utmost caution, holding
their breath until they reached the outwatches, who were instantly des-
patched; when the whole body ran furiously toward the camp, designing to
surprise the king. But the enemy being alarmed, and speedily standing
to their.arms, the Gauls made a halt, and most valiantly, with wondrous
strength, slashed and cut down with their swords, all that stood in their
way. The whole host pouring around them, the Gauls thought it pru-
dent to retreat, and yet not one of them turned his back, but they retired
gradually within the rampart, sustaining the overwhelming assault until
they at last got into the city at day-break, with the loss of four hundred
slain and many wounded, having thus very nearly surprised and killed,
not Rhesus and the Thracians before Troy, but the king of the Persians,
guarded by a hundred thousand armed men. The leaders of these
Gauls, as most valiant heroes, were greatly honored by the Emperor,
who commanded statues of them, in their arms, to be set up at Edessa,
a place of much resort.  This is from the pen of Ammianus Marcelli-
nus,f who served in the same campaign, and who, in a subsequent book,
gives us another anecdote of these heroic warriors., After the death of
Julian, the Gauls were pitched on as the most expert swimmers, to cross
the Tigris. Whether this was to encourage the rest of the army to at-
tempt the passage, from their success, or, asit would otherwise appear, to

* Bello Gal. viii. 16. Pansa. t Amm. Mar. { Lib. xix. e &
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deter those who thought the plan of attack advisable, by showing, froms the
fate of the auxiliaries, the desperate nature of the measure, is doubtful,
but the Gauls were let out of the place at night, and, sooner than any
one could have imagined, they reached the further bank, and trod under
foot, and cut in pieces, those Persians who opposed them.*

When the ambassadors of the Celts, who lived near the Ionian bay,
met Alexander in the city of the Gete, with offers of friendship and
proposals for a league, that great monarch took an opportunity of asking
these people, what they were most afraid of, believing that the dread of
incurring his displeasure and suffering from his vengeance, must have
been the strongest feelings at the time. The Celts replied with charac-
teristic simplicity and indifference, that they were afraid of nothing more
than that the sky should fall on their heads! They were admitted by
the conqueror amongst the number of his friends, and dismissed with a
remark, that the Celts were a very arrogant people.t

The Nervii openly declared their resolution of neither sending am-
bassadors to Ceesar, nor accepting his peace on any terms |

The obstinate and persevering resistance, and the daring attacks of
the Celtee, more particularly the British tribes, could not fail to make a
strong impression on the Romans. None of the race were more ardent
in the cause of liberty than the Britons; and before they had to contend
for their own freedom, they were in the practice of assisting their friends
on the continent with considerable bodies of troops, during their des-
perate contentions with the Romans, which is the chief cause assigned
for Ceesar’s invasion. Tacitus‘avers that the natives surpassed the Gauls
in bravery and love of freedom, and declares that Cwsar *“ by a prosper-
ous battle only struck the natives with terror,—that he was the discov-
erer, not the conqueror of the island.”

The fortitude and unshaken perseverance of the Britons, their vigi-
lance and enterprise in their endeavors to preserve their independence,
are amply evinced throughout the long and sanguinary struggle. Noth-
ing but the superior arms and discipline of the Romans, assisted by the
introduction of arts, the enervating baits of pléasure, and charms of vice,
enabled them to provinciate and keep possession of the southern parts
of the island. Their tremendous power could not but have been long
known to the Britons, through the Gauls, who had themselves experi-
enced it, at the cost of upwards of* a million of men, slain in the field,
yet the appearance of those i‘nighty conquerors on the shores of Albion
did not dispirit the warlike inhabitants.

Ceesar, on his first descent, was evidently defeated.§ He procured
from his country a thanks offering of twenty days, but the only proofs of
his conquest were two hostages, received from cities perhaps not quite
removed from Roman influence. In hissecond attempt, the natives were

*Ibid. xxv.c. 9. t Arian i. 4. Ed. Amstel. 1668, p. 11. Strabo. t Bello Gall
§ Lucan, with whom Tysilio, an ancient Welsh Bard, coincides. Robert's early
Hist. of the Cumri.
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more resolutely determined to resist his arms, and the bloody conflict
that ensued on his landing, is almost admitted to have ended in his de
feat. After his death, Britain was scarcely considered as a Roman ac-
quisition, and it was reserved for succeeding commanders, by sacrifices
of blood and maxims of deep policy, to break the spirit, and sap the vir-
tues of a rude and patriotic people.

The island became better known after the Romans had established
themselves, and its intercourse with the continent had consequently in-
creased, while Gaul, finally reduced to subjection, was but a province of
the mighty empire. Several of the tribes also began to find the advan-
tage of the alliance and protection .of their conquerors,—dissensions
were fomented in favor of the Romans, and disunion facilitated the com-
plete subjugation of South Britain.*

Fierce and daring by nature, the inhabitants were subdued to quies-
cence with that refined policy, which, by the fascinations of luxury, gilds
while it rivets the chains of slavery, and brings the enervated wearer to
submit, without regret, to wear a yoke, which still preserves an appear-
ance of independence. In the pleasures of Roman society and civilisa-
tion, the tributary Briton forgot his subjection; but a numerous part of
the population sternly refused all advantages, as unworthy of comparison
with the enjoyment of liberty. The free and unconquered tribes, by
the incessant annoyance they gave to the legions, made Britain a most
troublesome and precarious acquisition. Although often coerced, the
high-spirited Celts were never broken-hearted. The Caledonians, al-
though amazed at the vast armies and fleets led against them, were not
daunted, but made extensive preparation for the defence of their coun-
try, and that with se much ardor and assiduity, that Tacitus, in relating
the expedition of Agricola, astonished at the greatness of their exertions,
insinuates that it was very much magnified by fame. Not only did
they stand on the defensive, but immediately began to storm the Roman
forts and castles, and, by the boldness of their proccedings, struck Agri-
cola’s army with terror. When repulsed in an attack which they made
on the ninth legion, they nevertheless ‘“ abated nothing from their feroci-
ty; they ascribed their failure to the chance of war, and not to their in-
feriority, and boldly continued to keep the field.” Defeat seems on this,
as on other occasions, to have roused the Celts to greater exertions
The youth, and even the old men poured to the army from all quarters,
and, undismayed by former losses, they posted themselves with firm de-
termination to stand for their country and their liberties, at the foot of
the Grampians. There they were indeed defeated, but they did not
submit to the victors. They rallied their forces in the woods, and
checked the pursuit. The Romans were obliged to retire southwards,
the Caledonians followed them, retook the districts which had been over-

* The Chamavii and Angrivarii vanquished the Bructeri in a pitched battle, wherein
the latter lost sixty thousand men, * to the joy and recreation of the Romans,” exclaims
Tacitus, in the enthusiasm of Amor Patrie.
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run, demolished the fortifications that had been recently erected, and
again saw their country freed from the presence of their enemies, and
burning with revenge, they passed the walls and ravaged the northern
provinces.

Hadrian, Severus, and other emperors, visited Britain for the express
purpose of subduing the refractory tribes, and securing the northern
frontier, but their powerful armies and vigorous operations failed in sub-
duing the stubborn natives. Neither the formation of military roads, by
which they were enabled to eonduct armies with facility into the reces-
ses of the country, nor the establishment of numerous stations and forts
of great strength, produced this desirable result. Nor did the high-
minded Caledonians value the offer of citizenship, which they could have
freely embraced; but notwithstanding the repeated losses, and severe
chastisements which their temerity brought on them, they obstinately
preferred a life of freedom, to un existence branded with the mark of
subjection,

The continued efforts of the Welsh to preserve their independence,
were worthy of a branch of the great Celtic race.  Gir. Cambrensis
says, that Henry IIL. informed the Emperor Emanuel, that they were
so warlike, it was easier to tame wild beasts, than daunt their courage.

The determined opposition which the Scots ever made to the attempts
of the English Kings, to reduce them to subjection, is a proof of the
high value they set on national independence, and the steadiness with
which they continued to protect it.  Although the country was repeat-
edly overrun by the armies of-England, the national archives and rega-
lia carried off, they valiantly contended under the illustrious Wallace
and Bruce, until they had finally achieved their complete emancipation.

It is not glory,” say the Scots nobility, in their letter to Pope John,
in 1320, concerning their wrongs, ‘it is not riches, neither is it honor,
but it is liberty alone that we fight and contend for, which no honest
man will lose but with his life.”’

The long and persevering exertions of the Scots, in the cause of the
Stewarts, is no less worthy of remark. The misfortunes of the gallant
Montrose, . and no less worthy Dundee, and the severe punishments
which their frequent rebellions brought on them, did not detach them
from the interest of the expatriated family. After the accession of the
Prince of Orange, the Highlanders became more submissive; but one
of Dundee’s unfortunate officers says that ‘“ nothing but King James’
special command’’ could have put a period to the war at that time.
The Clans, however, took the field in 1715, were in arms in 1719, ard
were still ready to vindicate their supposed liberties in 1745, when the
final struggle of the Celtic race for their independence took place.

On this last occasion, the privations they suflered did not impair their
ardor., Their cheerfulness never forsook them, even when they were
in want of almost every necessary, were surrounded with difficulties,
and bad to undergo extreme fatigue.  On their retreat from England,
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although they had performed with astonishing celerity  a long march ina
bad geason, as soon as they had forded the Eske, which reached as high
as the neck, and were in Scotland, the pipers struck up their favorite
strath-speys, and most of the army began to dance.

When the Highlanders rendezvoused at Ruthven after the battle at
Culloden, instead of being depressed at their loss, they scarcely consid-
ered it a defeat, but were burning with impatience for revenge. ‘I was
delighted,’” says the Chevalier Johnstone, to see their gaiety.”

Civilis, a celebrated German léader, attacked the Roman army four
times in one day, and instances are found of the Gauls maintaining des-
perate battles for several successive days, such was the persevering ob-
stinacy of these nations.

Dundee’s troops in many of their marches, which were always made
with wonderful expedition, had neither bread, salt, nor any sort of liquor
except water, and that during several weeks, yet they never complained.

The Highlanders were well known to be ‘‘a people, that can endure -
all the hardships of war, being bred to all manner of cunning in relation
thereto.”’ ¥

Sir J. Dalrymple, in his Memoirs of Great Britain, ii. p.. 53, thus
speaks of them. ‘¢ The lightness and looseness of their dress, the habit
they had of going always on foot, and never on horseback, their love of
long journeys, but above all, that patience of hunger and every kind of
hardship, which carried their bodies forward, even after their spirits
were exhausted, made them exceed all other European nations in speed
and perseverance of march. Montrose’s marches were sometimes sixty
miles a day, without food or halting, over mountains, along rocks, and
through morasses, &c.”

It is not easy,’’ says Home, *‘to conceive how they really did live,
and how thiey endured the want of those things which other people call
the conveniences and even the necessaries of life.”

When the Highland companies were raised in the service of govern-
ment, it was soon observed that they became less hardy than their coun-
trymen who lived in their wonted state of rudeness and freedo:n.

* Scotia Indiculum, 1682,

-




CHAPTER V.

CUSTOMS IN WAR AND MILITARY TACTICS.

WHeN the Celtee had determined to engage in a war, the various
states in confederation assembled in arms, to deliberate on the mode of
conducting the campaign, and to arrange the plan of operation, and this
meeting was reckoned the commencement of hostilities. No measures
were necessary to compel the attendance, at this convention, of any who
were able to carry arms, which was nearly the whole population, “‘every
age being most meet for war.” Both the old men and the youth took
the field with the utmost promptitude and enthusiasm, the only anxiety
being to arrive first at the place of meeting. 'When Caractacus went to
battle, *‘ none would stay at home; they followed him freely, and main-
tained themselves at their own expense.” * No Gaul was ever known
to cut off his thumb, as was done by others, to prevent his going to the
wars, a practice for which the parties received the appellation Murcos.
There is an instance of a Welsh prince going to war at the early age of
ten years; and in the Scots’ rebellions, mere boys are celebrated for a
display of bravery that would have done honor to veteran soldiers.

The Germans seem to have been less punctual in their meetings; the
second, and sometimes the third, day elapsed before all had assembled,
an evil that apparently arose from the liberty they enjoyed, in not being
compelled to attend otherwise than from inclination. Like the Gauls,
they transacted nothing without being armed. They sat down where
they chose, without any distinction of persons; and when all had as-
sembled, the priests enjoined silence. The king was first heard, and
all others according to precedence in age or nobility, in warlike renown
or in eloquence.  If a proposition displeased the assembly, it was re-

Triad, 79. ap. Robert's early Hist. of the Cyinri.
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jected by a slight murmur; — if pleasing, it was received by the brand-
ishing of javelins and by the rattling of their arms, which was the most
honorable expression of assent.* It was customary, when a chief had
stated his determination to lead an expedition, that those who approved
of it, rose up before the assembly, and pledged themselves to follow him;
and to break such an engagement was to lose their honor, which they
could never afterwards regain.t

No affair of moment could be decided without this general assembly
of the people. The Belgz held a council to advise on the means of
opposing Ceasar, and on his advance other great assemblages took place.

It was a hazardous attempt for the Celtic chiefs to engage in war
without the sanction of their people, notwithstanding the strength of the
claonish attachment, and power of the nobility. An expedition into
Italy being undertaken in this irregular manner, a mutiny ensued, when
Gallus and Etas, two of their kings, lost their lives in the tumult.}
Lord Murray raised one thousand men on his father and Lord Lovat’s
estates, under an assurance that they were to serve James, but, in fact,
to use them in the service of King William. Having discovered this,
while Murray was reviewing them, they suddenly broke from their
ranks, ran to an adjoining brook, and, filling their bonnets with water,
drank to XKing James’s health, and marched off, with pipes playing, to
join Lord Dundee. §

The public assemblies were convoked, and an army raised with aston-
ishing expedition. Information was speedily conveyed throughout the
provinces of Gaul; for, when an event was learned by one state, it was
immediately imparted to the others, a system eminently beneficial during
war, and for which their swiftness of foot was well adapted. An action
that took place near Genabum, at sun rise, was known at Arverni, by
nine o’clock at night, a distance of 160 miles! This telegraphic rapid-
ity has a parallel only in the methods by which the Celtic nations of
Britain roused the various tribes to arms, while the ancient system re-
mained entire. Fire was a ready and effectual method of arousing the
inhabitants of a district, and the practice continued among the High-
landers until recent times. The crest of the Mackenzies is Tullach ard,
with ““the warning flame ”* on its summit, being the beacon whence the
clan was apprised of danger; but the most remarkable practice was by
the Croish or Cran-taraidh, the cross or beam of gathering of the High-
landers. When the chief was aware of the approach of an enewmy, he
immediately, with his own sword, killed a goat, and dipping in the blood
the ends of a cross of wood, that had been half burned, gave it, with the
name of the place of meeting, to one of the clan, who carried it with the
utmost celerity to the next dwelling, or put it in the hands of some one
he met who ran forward in the same manner, until, in a few hours, the

*Tac. de mor. Germ. He elsewhere says it was also customary with them to beat
the ground with their feet. t Bello Gall.
t Polybius, lib. ii. § Dalrymple's Mem. part ii. b. i. p. 45.
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whole clan, from the most remote situations, were collected in arms at
the place appointed. In delivering the Cran-taraidh, the place of meet
ing, which was generally some well known spot peculiar to each clan,
was the only word that was spoken, the symbol itself was familiar: it
threatened fire and sword to those of the tribe who did not instantly re-
pair to the standard of the chief. The last time this singular custom
was practised, was during the rebellion of 1745, when some disaffected
person sent it through Braidalban, when it is said to have passed over
thirty-six miles in three hours. .

The Northern nations had a similar instrument, one end of which was
burnt, and to the other was fastened a cord, to denote that those who
disobeyed the summons should be hanged. It appears to have been
sometimes hung on a ship’s mast, which corresponds to the custom
among the ancient Gaél of suspending a shield sprinkled with blood,
in like manner, when requesting assistance.*

It was also usual to convey intelligence, by one or more persons as-
cending an eminence, and there raising a loud shout, which being heard
at a distance by others, was repeated to those who were farther distant,
and in this manner information was transmitted with surprising expedi-
tion. This practice was continued among the Irish and Welsh until late
times, and was called the Hubub. In Wales ¢ when any thing happens,
a person goes to an eminence and there cries the Houboub; those who
hear it do the same, and the country is speedily in arms.” Bub, in
Gaélic, is a yell.

The Piobracn, among the Highlanders, did not supersede the use of
the Cran-taraidh. Although this species of pipe music is strictly appro-
priated to war, and was played when the forces were rising, yet it is
evident the notes of that instrument, loud as they are, could not answer
the purpose effectually. Among the old Caledonians, to send an arrow
to any party was a signal of war. A symbol by which they conveyed a
wish for immediate conflict was a spear having some burning matter at-
tached to it.f The war cries were also used for gathering the respective
clans, and will be hereafter noticed.

Ammianus notices the faeility with which the Germans could renew
their armies. Some of these nations had moreover a regular system of
recru.iting, for he tells us that every village sent one hundred men, and
hence arose the name amongst them, of ‘¢ those of the hundred band.””§

It was not unusual to engage tribes who were otherwise uninterested
in the war, to serve as mercenaries, but it was more generally the case
that these auxiliaries assisted their friends ‘‘for the like service when
they required it.”]| The Arverni hired upwards of one hundred thou-
sand Germans in their wars with the A&duans.T The Irish and Scots

* Olaus Magnus. M'Pherson in Ossian. Fosbrooke’s Encyc. of Ant.

t Edmond’s Transl. of Casar’s Commentaries, p. 154, &c.

} Ossian. § Lib. xvii. | Amm. Mar. xv. 10.
9 Bello Gall. i.33. In Cesar's time, Gaul was divided into these two factions.
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reciprocally assisted each other. Thus, Tyione, in 1536, sent troops to
Angus MacConnal of the Isles, on condition of receiving a like return;
and many traditional stories are current in the Highlands, of chiefs hav-
ing lent their men to their neighbors, for stated periods of service.

At the great assemblies of the Gauls, it was decided to what chief the
supreme command should be given, and whoever was thus appointed,
his nation took the lead, and gave name to the whole confederation, and
the election was the free choice of the meeting. The Bellovaci, aware
of their superiority in numbers and renown, asked the command of the
Belgic forces that were about to take the field against Casar; but Gal-
ba, son of the famous Divitiac, who had raised the Suessiones to so
great power, was unanimously voted the command, from a sense of his
justice and prudence. There was usually a single leader appointed to
conduct the war; but, latterly, two or more were sometimes vested with
equal authority.* It is likely these elections sometimes occasioned dis-
putes. Trenmhor, the Caledonian king, to reconcile the chiefs who
were contending for the honor of leading the attack, bade them take the
command by turns. Among these tribes we learn that the different
chiefs, standing apart, struck their shields, to determine who should
have the honor of leading the war. The bards, who here seem to have
come in place of the Druids, attending in a proper situation °‘ marked
the sounds,” and the owner of that which they found to ring loudest,
obtained the appointment.}f The practice among the ancient Irish is
thus represented. Before entering on an expedition, the Ard Riah, or
provincial chief, summoned all the people, who met on the raths in
arms, and as many as chose to engage in the enterprise selected a
leader, on condition of a mutual division of the spoil, and, as may be
supposed, their choice generally fell on the Ard Riah. He then com-
municated the decision to subordinate Riahs, and they to the Aireach,
who informed the lower officers in the Rath, until all were apprised of
the intended war. The equal division of the spoil was strictly observed.
It is related of Clovis, that having requested on one occasion a certain
vase, was answered that he should receive nothing but what by lot he
had a right to, and indignantly struck the vessel to pieces with his axe.

On the election of a commander, he was carried about, seated on
a shield, carried on men’s shoulders. Brinno, a Caninefatian, being
chosen, was thus borne in procession, according to the ancient custom.}

A council of officers, or subordinate commanders, was appointed to
these Generals, who are poetically styled ¢ rulers of the war’ by the
Caledonian bards, and, although, as commanders in chief, they were in-
vested with a supreme power, yet they were so controlled by the popu-
lar constitution of their tribes, that they dared not abuse their authority.
They were, in fact, accountable to the people for their conduct, and, not-
withstanding the ties of consanguinity, by which the chief was linked to
his followers, he was sometimes impeached, and even put to death. We

* Amm Mar. xvi. 10. t Catholda. } Tacitus
14
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find the Gallic leaders, after the loss of a battle, of a town, or suffering
any other disaster, very anxious to vindicate themselves to their constit-
uents from the charge of mismanagement. The Burgundian King, who,
by a general name, was called Hendinos, was deposed, if a war under
his direction turned out unsuccessful *

If the troops had sufficient power to control the chief, he had gener-
ally the prudence to yield to their desires. The German soldiers, on
occasion of a battle with the Romans, obliged their leaders to alight from
their horses and fight in the ranks with their men, that they might have no
advantage over them, or, in case of defeat, might be able to make their
escape. The Princes instantly complied with the wish of their troops,
and, charging at their head, cut their way to the main body of the ene-
my.T

The Gallic Princes are always found in the field of battle, and usually
where the fight was hottest. It was, however, a singular custom ameng
the Caledonian chiefs to retire a little distance, and not join in the com~
bat, unless on pressing occasions, when their immediate presence was
necessary to inspirit and rally their troops. ““ When mighty danger rose,
then was the hour of the king to conquer in the field.” |

It was customary for the Celize to confirn their decisions by oath, and
their most sacred obligation was swearing before or under their stand-
ards,§ but several other forms of asseveration are preserved. The In-
subrians swore they would not unloose their belts until they had sacked
Ronie. On another occasion, the Gauls, who had taken up arms, unan-
imously emitted a prayer, that the Gods might never more suffer them
to return to their homes, if they failed in prosecuting the war with due
ardor, and that they might be no more acknowledged by their wives,
their children, or their relations. || The Germans sealed a truce, with a
form of oath according to their own fashion.f When Caractacus re-
ceived the command of the Silures, they all took a most solemn vow
““never to yield to arms, or wounds, or aught save death.” ** The Cale-
donians under Galgacus confirmed their engagements with sacrifices and
the immolation of victims;f{ and from the work of an ancient Bard we
find that swearing by the sun was the most solemn oath of these moun-
taineers. It is related of Manos, in an ancient poem, that having sworn
on his shield, and broken his oath, he was universally despised.}]

The Gaélic chiefs also, as a bond of indissoluble friendship, sometimes
drank a few drops of each others’ blood; and to violate this sacred pledge
was infamy through life.§§ The Irish had a similar custom, but accom-
panied with many superstitious observances. They went to a church,
where they were carried on each other’s back a few paces in a circular
form, kissing the relics, &c.; then each drawing a little of his blood, it

* Amm. Mar. xviii. 12. t Ibid. xvi. 10, } Ossian.
§ Bello Gall. vii. 2. | Bello Gall. vii. 29. T Amm. Mar. xvii. L.
** Tacitus, Annal. xii. tt Tacitus. $} Smith's Gallic Ant

§§ Martin's West. Islands, p. 107,
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was mutually drank.* In the worship of Hertha, the Northern nations
swore fast brotherhood by cutting a long strip of green sod, leaving one
end attached to the earth, when the other being raised on the top of a
spear, they passed under it, wounding themselves and mixing the blood
and earth together. The ceremony was completed by fal ‘ng on their
knees, and solemnly pledging themselves to.inviolable friendship.tf The
common form of swearing among the Highlanders was upon a drawn
dirk, which they usually kissed. Martin tells*us it was reckoned a great
indignity to assert any thing by the hand of a father; but if to this, one
were to add that of a grandfather, the answer to be expected was a
knock down blow. Each clan appears to have formed an oath for itself,
The name of the chief seems to have been in this respect highly vene-
rated, and many do not appear to have thought swearing on the Gospels
more binding. It is related of a Highlander, that readily offering to kiss
the bible, the prosecutor shrewdly suspecting the reason, tendered the
clan oath, which the witness absolutely refused to take. When a High-
lander took an oath on the sacred volume, he did not kiss it, which in-
deed is not the practice in Scotland, but held up his hand, and said to
this purpose: “ By God himself, and as I shall answer to God at the
great day, I shall speak the truth: if I do not, may I never thrive while
I live; may 1 go to hell and be damned when I die; may my land bear
neither grass nor corn; may my wife and bairns never prosper; may my
cows, calves, sheep, and lambs, all perish, &c.”’} The Irish, before an
attack, swore on their swords, with which they made a cross, and, mut-
tering charms, stuck their points in the ground.§ In 1578, nineteen of
the Earl of Desmond’s followers forswore God if they spared life, land,
or goods, in enabling him to resist the lord-deputy.| To swear by the
hand of their chief, was a most solemn oath. If found to have made a
false asseveration, and such a case is not impossible, the landlord, we
are told, made them pay soundly for it. O’Neil’s peculiar oath was by
Bachull Murry, or St. Murran’s staff, which is said to be still preserved
“By the blessed stone!” is an expression of the present Irish. To
swear on the black stones, was a solemn oath of the West Islanders.
The Celtic chiefs took great pride in being surrounded by a numerouns
band of choice troops as guards. These were his own relations and
clients, who were devoted to his service, and were the finest men of the
tribe. The body guards of Brennus, as they stood around him at Del-
phos, were remarked as the tallest men of all his army.T The Germans
were no less emulous in the number and appearance of their followers
than the Gauls. It was their pride to be surrounded by a company of
chosen young men for ornament and glory in peace,—security and de-

* Gir. Camb. ap. Campion. . The Scythians, to bind their contracts, pricked them-

selves in the arm, and drank each others’ blood. Herodotus. t Dr. Hibbert.
f Birt. The Irish thought the bigger the book was, the greater the oath.
§ Spenser. || Desiderata curiosa Hibernica.

T Pausanias, x. 23.
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The Germans pitched down their standards immediately on halting or
taking up a position.* It does not appear in what order the Celtic ar-
mics marched. When the Caledonians passed through the territories
of a friendly tribe, they reversed their spears, carrying the points be-
hind.

Both Gauls and Germans were invariably drawn up in different batta-
lia, the disposal of which appears to have been so well determined from
ancient times, that the chief in command dared scarcely venture to make
any variation. Each tribe fought under the immediate direction of its
own chieftain, and was, if possible, assigned that position, which, ac-
cording to order and precedence, had been long settled. Vercingetorix,
a celebrated Gallic chief, ¢‘ disposed his army according to their seve-
ral districts.” T In the British army, under the renowned Caradoc, or
Caractacus, whose fame had excited a universal desire in Italy to be-
hold so noble a warrior, we find ‘‘the troops of the several countries
stood in front of their fortifications; ”” and when the unfortunate Bondiu-
ca fought her last disastrous battle, the warriors stood in separate bands.
A common tnode of drawing up a British army, in the fifth century, was
in nine divisions, three of which were in front, three in the centre, and
three in the rear. ]

The right of certain situations in a field of battle was accounted a
point of extreme importance among the Celts. At the battle of the
Standard, 1138, the Picts contended for their right to lead the van of
the Scots’ army, and their claim was allowed. On that occasion, the
third line was formed of the clans under the command of their different
chiefs.

The Highlanders have always been most jealous of their accustomed
right to certain positions in the line of battle, and rather than submit to
the indignity of being placed in any other situation than that to which
they were entitled, they would allow their army to be disgraced by de-
fcat. A fatal omission on the part of Prince Charles, in 1745, occasion-
ed him the loss of that battle, which finally terminated the hopes of his
family. On the field of Culloden, the Mac Donalds were unfortunately
placed on the left instead of the right wing, to which they asserted an
ancient right, and not a man but the heroic Keppoch would draw a
sword that day. An officer of that division thus writes concerning the
conduct of his clan.  ‘“ We, of the clan Mac Donalds, thought it omi-
nous we had not this day the right-hand in battle, as formerly, and as we
enjoyed when the event proved successful, as at Gladsmuir and Falkirk,
and which our clan maintains we had enjoyed in all our battles ana
struggles in behalf of our royal family, since the battle of Bannockburn,
on which glorious day Robert the Bruce bestowed this honor upon An-
gus Mac Donald, Lord of the Isles, as a reward for his never-to-be-
forgot fidelity to that brave prince, in protecting him for above nine
months in his country of Rachlin, Isla, and Uist. This right we

* Amm. Marcel. xxvii. 9. t Bello Gall. vii. 18, - } Vegetius ii. 2.
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have, I say, enjoyed ever since, unless when yielded by us out of favor
upon particular occasions, as was done to the Laird of Mac Lean,
at the battle of Ilarlaw; but our sweet-natured prince was prevailed
on by L. and his faction to assign this honor to another on this fatal
day, which right, we judge, they will not refuse to yield us back again
on the next hghting day.”® These Mac Donalds were not of the
opinion of an ancient lord of that name. ¥e had, by some mistake,
at an entertainment, been prevented from taking his place at the head
of the table, which occasioned several remarks among the guests.
On being told what engaged their attention, he exclaimed aloud,
“ Know, gentlemen, that where Mac Donald sits, that is the head of the
table.” '

The Saxons retained the ancient custom of arranging their armies by
tribes, the head of a family leading all the members to batle. The
Tricastines, w people who lived about Troies, assaulted the Empe-
ror Julian’s army by troops, while their main body was drawn up with
strong wings and flanks, close together.f ~Ammianus describes an
army as being led by two kings, who were joint commanders, next to
whom were five princes, second in rank to the kings and the princes
of the blood royal.] The Caledonian kings were accustomed to retire
to an eminence the night previous to a battle, apparently for the purpose
of obtaining, by visions from their ancestors, a knowledge of the result
of the impending conflict. The Scandinavians appear also to have used
this custom.§ The German battalions were formed sharp in front, or
drawn up in a triangular figure, Tacitus,speaking of the Batavi, says,
this body was impenetrable on every side, and in advancing it pierced
through the firmest legions.|| The army of Dounald of the Isles, at the
battle of Harlaw, was drawn up in the cuniform order, and old Highland-
ers sometimes even now speak of Geinneach-cath, the wedge form,
without appearing to know its me<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>