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THE
HISTORY OF SOUTH CAROLINA.

CuaprER 1.

SOUTH CAROLINA, 1562-1789.

Early Visits by Foreigners to the Coast of
South Carolina.

S EARLY as 1520, thirteen years after
the passing of Christopher Columbus, two
Spanish ships entered a wide bay on or
near the coast of the present state of
South Carolina. A point of land near the
bay was given the name St. Helena by the Spanish
sailors. A river in the vicinity they called ‘‘Jor-
dan.”” They found, moreover, that a portion of the
country on one side of the bay was called by the
natives, Chicora. A large number of these natives,
yielding to the persuasions of the Spaniards, went on
board the two ships. When the decks were crowded
with them the sailors suddenly drew up the anchors,
spread their sails and headed the ships out into the
open sea. Not long afterwards, one of the vessels
went down and all on board perished. The other
vessel sailed to the island of Hispaniola (now known
as Haiti) in the West Indies. There the captive
Indians, as many of them as survived the hardships
of the voyage, were sold as slaves. The responsibil-
ity for this cruel treatment of some of the redmen
of America rests upon a Spaniard named Vasquez
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2 THE HISTORY OF SOUTH CAROLINA.

de Ayllon, who had fitted out the two ships and sent
them to capture Indians. A few years later De Ayl-
lon himself sailed with three vessels to the river
which had received the name Jordan. He expected
to conquer all the country near the river, and to rule
over it in the name of the Spanish sovereign. This
expectation was not realized. According to the
stories handed down to us in the old Spanish records,
the natives of the country, filled with hatred on ac-
count of the treachery shown by the previous com-
pany of explorers, slew so many of De Ayllon’s men
that his expedition ended in failure.

In the year 1524 Giovanni Verrazano, a native of
Florence, Italy, was sent across the Atlantic by
Francis I, of France. Verrazano reached the
American coast at a point near the mouth of the
Cape Fear River, North Carolina. He coasted
thence southward ‘‘fifty leagues’’ in search of a
harbor. This voyage, of course, brought him fo the
region now known as South Carolina. ‘‘The whole
shore,’’ runs Verrazano’s description of the country,
““is covered with fine sand about fifteen feet thick,
rising in the form of little hills about fifteen paces
broad. Ascending farther, we found several arms
of the sea, which make in through inlets, washing
the shores on both sides as the coast rums.’”” He
speaks, also, of ‘‘immense forests of trees, more or
less dense, too various in color and too delightful
and charming in appearance to be deseribed. They
are adorned with palms, laurels, cypresses and other
varieties unknown to Europe, that send forth the
sweetest fragrance to a great distance.”’

Settlement at Port Royal by the French.
Because of the discoveries made by Verrazano,
France laid claim to a large part of the continent of
North America. From King Charles IX., of France,
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therefore, Admiral Coligny, a leader of the Huguenot
party, obtained permission to establish in America
a colony of French Protestants. Two of the King’s
ships, filled with veterans and with French gentle-
men, set sail in February, 1562, under command of
an old Huguenot sea-captain, Jean Ribault. After
crossing the Atlantic, Ribault landed on the shore
of a river which he named the May River, because
he discovered it on the first day of the month of May.
This stream is now known as St. John’s River, in
Florida. From the mouth of the St. John’s, Ribault
sailed northward along the Atlantic coast. After a
voyage of several days his two vessels entered the
mouth of a wide bay on the coast of the present state
of South Carolina, and there he cast anchor in a
depth of sixty feet of water. On account of its size
and the beauty of the scenery around its shores, the
sailors named this bay Port Royal, or royal harbor,
and by this name it is called to this day.

When Ribault and his men landed on the banks
of the harbor they found a region filled with stately
cedars, magnolias and wide-spreading oaks. The
air, moreover, was sweet with the fragrance of the
rose and the jasmine. As the men walked through
the forest, wild turkeys in large numbers flew above
their heads; partridges and stags were seen on every
hand, and the sailors imagined that they heard the
cries of bears and leopards and other beasts of prey.
‘When they cast a net into the waters of the bay they
found so many fish that two draughts of the net
furnished a day’s food for the crews of both vessels.

Ribault next steered his ships up the stream that
flows into Port Royal and took his men ashore,
probably upon an island now known as Lemon
Island, in Broad River, a few miles from the present
town of Beaufort. Upon that island he set up a
stone pillar, engraved with the arms of the King of
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France, thus claiming the entire country in the name
of the French sovereign. Ribault and his followers
then laid the foundations of a fort on Parris Island,
and gave it the Latin name drz Carolana, that 1is,
Fort Charles, after King Charles (Carolus) IX., of
France.

Having thus, with due ceremonial, taken posses-
sion of the country, Ribault determined to leave a -
garrison in the fort while he himself returned to
France to seek additional settlers. He therefore
made a stirring appeal to his men and, as a result,
twenty-six of them volunteered to remain at Port
Royal until his return. Ribault left them a supply
of tools, guns and provisions, and on the morning of
July 11, 1562, having fired a salute to the flag of
France which was waving over Fort Charles, he set
forth on the voyage across the Atlantie.

The soil around Fort Charles was fertile, but the
men of the garrison, having been trained as soldiers,
did not think it necessary to plant corn. First of all,
they completed the fort which Ribault had begun.
Its dimensions, according to the old records which
we have, were ninety-six feet in length by seventy-
eight feet in width, with flanks in proportion. After
their cannon had been set in position a party of men
from the garrison sailed in a pinnace up the Broad
River to seek the friendship of the Indians. Upon
the invitation of some of the red chieftains, the
Huguenots went ashore and watched the strange
ceremonies conducted by some of the Indian priests
and warriors, the peculiar rites connected with a
religious festival.

The supply of food left by Ribaunlt was soon con-
sumed. Some of the Frenchmen sailed, however, to
the river now called the Savannah, and the Indians
of that region filled the pinnace with a supply of
millet and beans. Fire then broke out in a small
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house within the fort, and their provisions stored
therein were destroyed. The Indians generously
helped to rebuild the house and also gave the soldiers
another supply of food. Liberal presents were made
to the redmen, and the latter pointed to the fields
of growing corn as indicating the certainty of a
future supply of bread.

The men of the garrison soon became filled with
the spirit of unrest. When the Indians gave them
some pearls and some silver ore, accompanied by the
statement that the silver could be found among the
mountains to the northward, the soldiers were eager
to set out in search of the white metal. The com-
mander, Captain Albert, who, from the first, had
been rigid and harsh in enforcing discipline, grew
more stern and severe. Then the garrison broke out
in open mutiny, murdered Captain Albert and ap-
pointed Nicholas Barré as commander.

The Huguenots were now anxious to return home,
and as the return of Ribault was delayed, they de-
termined to build a small boat and sail back to
France. Resin from the pine and moss from the
oak were used in calking the little vessel. Grass
and the inner bark of trees were twisted together
to make ropes. Bedclothes and old shirts were used
in making sails. The cannon and other warlike im-
plements were placed on board the boat, but, strange
to say, only a small supply of food was taken. The
sails were raised and, with a favorable breeze, the
vessel was soon one-third of the way across the At-
lantic. Then the wind dropped and for many days
the boat drifted with the tide. The supply of food
and water failed and the men began to eat their
shoes and leathern jackets. Some of them died of
hunger. A storm burst upon them and wrought so
much harm to the vessel that they gave up hope of
making further progress in the voyage. As a last
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resort, to prolong the life of the majority of the
crew, one of their number, chosen by lot, was slain
and eaten. Shortly after this an English vessel
came that way, picked up those who were still alive
and carried them back to England.

Two years afterward another company of Hu-
guenot colonists under the command of Laudonniére
came to the St. John’s River in Florida and there
built another Fort Charles. Then, in 1565, Ribault
brought a third group of settlers to the fort on the St.
John’s. A Spanish fleet immediately followed across
the Atlantic in pursuit of Ribault. When the Span-
iards arrived at St. John’s River they fell upon the
Huguenot settlers, killed all of them because of their
hatred towards Protestants, and then built the town
of St. Augustine on the Florida coast as an indica-
tion of their claim to all of the territory adjacent to
the South Atlantic Ocean. Thus failed the Huguenot
plan to establish a settlement on the South Carolina
coast. The name Carolana, or Carolina, however,
was bestowed by them upon a part of the country
near Port Royal. This name remained in that
region as a memorial of the French King for a hun-
dred years, until English settlers came to lay there
the foundation of a great American state.

Occupation of South Carolina by English Settlers.

In the years 1663 and 1665 King Charles II., of
England, gave to eight of his friends the territory
now embraced in the states of South Carolina, North
Carolina, Georgia and the northern part of Florida.
These Englishmen, called the Lords Proprietors of
Carolina, were the following: Anthony Ashley
Cooper, Lord Ashley, the Earl of Clarendon, Sir
John Colleton, the Duke of Albemarle, the Earl of
Craven, Sir George Carteret, Sir William Berkeley
and John, Lord Berkeley. The vast region thus
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transferred by charter was named ‘‘Carolina’’ in
honor of the King’s father, King Charles I., of
England.

In pursuance of the authority given by King
Charles II., the Proprietors sent out from London
in the year 1669, the good ship Carolina, and two
other small vessels, filled with emigrants. In March,
1670, these settlers went ashore at Port Royal. The
proximity of the Spaniards in Florida led them,
however, to abandon Port Royal as the site for a
colony. The prow of the Carolina was turned north-
-ward and the vessel soon cast anchor in the Ashley
River. In April, 1670, the emigrants began to build
a fortification and dwelling houses at Albemarle
Point on the western bank of the Ashley, about three
miles from the mouth of the stream. The settle-
ment was called Charles Town in honor of the King
of England. Col. William Sayle, former governor
of the island of Bermuda, was made governor of the
new colony. The forests were filled with wild game
and the river furnished an abundance of fish and
oysters; corn and venison were bought from the In-
dians, and thus, for a short time, the people secured
food. When the Indians were no longer able to
offer a supply of corn, the Carolina sailed to the
colony of Virginia to buy both wheat and corn.
Meanwhile the fortifications were thrown up as high
as a man’s breast. When, therefore, a Spanish ship
came up from Florida with hostile purpose, the Eng-
lish defenses seemed to be so strong that the Span-
iards returned without making an attack.

In 1671 Governor Sayle died and was succeeded
in office by Joseph West. At that time about 400
settlers were living at Charles Town. They had
already begun to send shiploads of pine, oak and
ash logs to Barbadoes in exchange for supplies of
guns, hoes, axes and cloth. Another company of
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settlers came from England; some Dutch farmers
sailed from the Hudson River to join the colonists
at Charles Town; moreover, a great many English
people came from Barbadoes to make their homes
on the Ashley. Among the latter was Sir John
Yeamans, who brought into the colony from Barba-
does a number of negro laborers, the first slaves to
enter the province. Yeamans was a man of great
energy, and soon became rich through his traffic in
cedar logs and the skins of wild animals. During
a period of two years Yeamans was governor and
then Joseph West was appointed for a second term.
In 1672 the streets of a new town were laid out on
the point of land between the Ashley and Cooper
rivers, and in 1680 the settlement called Charles
Town was formally removed by Governor West
from Albemarle Point to its present location. At
that time there were about 1,200 people in the prov-
ince. In the same year (1680) a shipload of Hu-
guenots was added to the inhabitants of Charles
Town. A year later (1681) a body of about 500 Eng-
lish settlers came to the shores of the Edisto
River. Other colonists from England, Ireland and
Barbadoes established themselves in such numbers
in Charles Town that by the close of the year 1682
about 2,500 people were living in the province.
Some Scots came to Port Royal in 1683, but soon
afterwards their settlement was destroyed by the
Spaniards. The year 1687 brought a company of
Huguenots who built homes at Orange and Goose
Creek on the Cooper River; still another body set-
tled on the southern bank of the Santee River. So
extensive were the settlements along the coast, not
only in Charles Town but also in the regions north
and south of that place, that in 1691-1693, during
the governorship of Philip Ludwell, men began to
give to the province the name South Carolina.
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The Plan of Government Proposed by Shaftesbury and Locke.

Anthony Ashley Cooper, Lord Ashley, was a very
active member of the body of men known as the
Lords Proprietors of Carolina. He was afterwards
given the title of Earl of Shaftesbury, and by that
name he is usually known. Shaftesbury secured the
aid of the great English philosopher, John Locke, in
preparing a plan of government for the province of
Carolina. Working together they wrote out an
elaborate scheme called the ‘‘Fundamental Constitu-
tions’’ which was formally adopted by the Lords
Proprietors in July, 1669.

According to this system of rule, one of the Pro-
prietors was chosen governor of the province with
the title of palatine. At his death the oldest of the
remaining Proprietors was to be his successor. Two
orders of hereditary nobility were created, called
landgraves and cassiques. Large grants of land
were to accompany the bestowal of one of these
titles. The territory of the entire province was di-
vided into counties; each county was subdivided
into eight seigniories for the eight Proprietors, and
into eight baronies for the provincial nobility. Four
precincts were reserved for the settlers. Shaftes-
bury and Locke made provision for a parliament,
or legislature, consisting of the Proprietors or their
deputies, the landgraves and cassiques, and one citi-
zen from each precinct of the province. A system
of courts was involved in the plan, and the chief
executive authority was lodged in a grand council,
composed of men who represented the Proprietors
and the nobles. It was provided in the Fundamental
Constitutions that no one should hold an estate nor
dwell within the province who did not acknowledge
the existence of God. It was ordered, further, that
““No person, whatsoever, shall disturb, molest or
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persecute another for his speculafive opinions in
religion, or his way of worship.”’

This elaborate plan of government was never car-
ried out in all of its details. Most of the Proprietors
were selfish men and wished to extort money from
the colonists; some of the governors whom they ap-
pointed sought in every way to oppress the people.
The latter knew how to uphold their rights, and they
made difficult the pathway of these unjust officials.
Through a legislature chosen by the settlers and
known as the Commons House of Assembly, the
Proprietors were forced to make to the people one
concession after another. From time to time the
Fundamental Constitutions were thus modified and
changed. When Thomas Smith, who was made
landgrave in 1691, was appointed to the governor-
ship (1693-1694), the Commons House of Assembly
was given the right to originate all legislation. In
1697, during the second administration of Gov.
Joseph Blake, the Huguenots of the province were
given the privilege of citizenship. The number of
voters among the colonists was thus so largely in-
creased that in the following year (1698) the Funda-
mental Constitutions were virtually laid aside. By
this time there were about 6,000 colonists living in
Charles Town and along the adjacent coast, and
thenceforth they ruled themselves through their own
chosen representatives.

Trouble with Indians and Spaniards.

About twenty-eight large families, or clans, of
Indians lived in the territory of South Carolina.
Two groups of these families held the upper part of
the country; these were the Cherokees on the Broad
and Saluda rivers, and the Catawbas on the
‘Wateree. The Creeks dwelt in the region beyond
the Savannah River. From some of these red peo-
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ple the English settlers bought lands and received
written deeds containing the marks or signs made
by the Indian chieftains.

Near the Ashley dwelt the Kiawahs, who mani-
fested a spirit of friendliness toward the colonists.
The Kussoes of the Combahee River were, in the
beginning, ready to furnish food to the settlers.
Later they became hostile, and an armed force of
white men marched into their country and compelled
them to agree to remain peaceful. In like manner
the Westoes also were forced to make a treaty of
peace. Some of these Indians helped the white
settlers to conduct their first important military
campaign against the Spaniards. This was in the
year 1702. Prior to that time the Spaniards had
sent two expeditions from Florida to assail the
Carolina settlements. In 1702, therefore, Gov.
James Moore led a body of 600 white soldiers, with
an equal number of friendly Indians, against the
Spanish town of St. Augustine. The Spaniards
were aided by the Appalachian Indians of Florida.
Governor Moore seized the town of St. Augustine,
but he was not able to capture the strong fort known
as the Castle. Two warships sent from Spain came
near the harbor of St. Augustine, and Moore was
thus forced to give up his plan of conquest.

In the year 1706 five warships manned by French
and Spanish sailors came up the coast from Florida
for the purpose of capturing Charles Town. Sir
Nathaniel Johnson, who was at that time governor
of South Carolina, was ready to meet the enemy.
He had already built a number of forts called bas-
tions, and upon these as many as eighty-three heavy
guns were mounted. Moreover, Col. William Rhett,
a bold seaman, went out with six small sailing ves-
sels to attack the foreigners. When the latter saw
the heavy cannon in the fort and also the guns
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mounted on the decks of Rhett’s vessels, they sailed
back again toward Florida. Rhett followed swiftly
in pursuit, however, and captured one of the French
warships. Thus failed the first attempt made by
a fleet of war vessels to capture the beautiful city
by the sea.

A fierce struggle with the Yemassees broke out in
1715. These Indians lived in the region near Port
Royal and the lower Savannah River. Persuaded
by the Spaniards, who furnished the redmen with
guns and knives and hatchets, the Yemassees at-
tacked the homes of the settlers on the Pocotaligo
River and killed every person whom they could find.
They rushed up the coast towards Charles Town,
burning houses and murdering men, women and
children. The Governor, Charles Craven, with a
force of 250 men, met the savages at the Combahee
River and routed a large body of them. He then
captured the chief town of the Yemassees on the
Pocotaligo.

The Yemassees had secured a promise of help
from all of the other savage tribes of South Carolina.
From the northern part of the colony, therefore, a
body of 400 Indians marched towards Charles Town,
pillaging and murdering as they advanced. Cap-
tain Chicken led a force of riflemen to meet the In-
dians, and after a severe struggle the latter were
repulsed.

Near the close of the year 1715 the Yemassees
called together a large force of savage warriors and
again assailed the settlements in South Carolina.
Governor Craven was able to lead only about 1,200
armed settlers into the field. With these he marched
southward across the Edisto, and near that stream,
In a desperate battle, defeated the redmen, who fled
across the Savannah River to find refuge among
their friends, the Spaniards of Florida. About 400
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white settlers lost their lives in this great struggle,
but the colony was saved, and thenceforth the In-
dians who dwelt near the coast gave no further seri-
ous trouble. The Spaniards soon afterwards turned
their attention to the new colony of Georgia. At a
later time, not long before the Revolution, the Caro-
linians again manifested their courage and endur-
ance in a serious struggle with the Cherokee Indians
of the upper country.

Relation Between Settlements in Southern and Northern
Carolina.

As early as 1653 some settlers from Virginia built
homes on the Chowan River. The Lords Propri-
etors afterwards named this region Albemarle
county in honor of the oldest member of their com-
pany, and appointed William Drummond first gov-
ernor of the settlement. The region about Cape
Fear was called Clarendon county, and a number of
English people was sent there as colonists in 1664.
In the following year Sir John Yeamans was given
a commission as governor, with the boundaries of his
jurisdiction established in a southward direction as
far as the land of Florida. In the autumn of 1665
Yeamans brought a number of settlers from Barba-
does to the southern bank of the Cape Fear River.
Yeamans himself was soon afterwards, as we have
seen, made governor of the settlement at Charles
Town on the Ashley River. The colony at Cape
Fear was gradually abandoned, and by the year
1690 all the settlers had departed to other localities.
From that time there were only two governments
in Carolina, namely, that at Albemarle and that on
the Ashley River, and the names North Carolina
and South Carolina began to come into use, although
the two provinces were not by law thus set apart
until 1729.
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The settlers in the two provinces had a strong
sentiment of friendship towards one another. In
1711 the Tuscaroras, a cruel tribe of Indians dwell-
ing in North Carolina, fell upon the settlers there
and murdered more than 200 of them. The people
of South Carolina at once offered aid, and Col. John
Barnwell marched northward with a body of South
Carolina riflemen. He drove the Tuscaroras into
one of their own towns on the Neuse River and
forced them to make a treaty of peace. Soon after-
wards (1713) the Indians again attacked the North
Carolina settlers, but Governor Craven, of South
Carolina, sent a military force under James Moore,
the son of a former governor. Moore marched as
far northward as the Tar River, and there adminis-
tered to the Tuscaroras a defeat so severe that the
remnant of the tribe left the Carolinas and joined
the Iroquois Indians known as the Five Nations, in
New York.

On the other hand, when the South Carolina peo-
ple were in the midst of the struggle with the
Yemassees in the autumn of 1715, some riflemen
from North Carolina and Virginia went to give as-
sistance to their fellow colonists.

In 1719 the people of South Carolina resolved to
cast off the authority claimed by the Lords Propri-
etors. On December 21 in that year a convention of
the people met in Charles Town and elected one of
their own number, James Moore, to the governor-
ship of South Carolina. The government was at
once organized in the name of the King of England.
This course was sanctioned by the English King and
Parliament, and Sir Francis Nicholson was sent
over to rule the province in the King’s name (1721-
1729). During the chief part of Nicholson’s gov-
ernorship, however, Arthur Middleton, as president
of the council, managed the affairs of the province.



SOUTH CAROLINA, 1562-1789. 15

In 1729 the English government paid the Propri-
etors for their claim to the soil of South Carolina,
and about the same time also bought the proprietary
claim to North Carolina. Until this time the two
colonies were considered, under the forms of law,
to constitute only one province, owned by the Pro-
prietors. After this period, however, until the Revo-
lution, they were administered as two separate royal
provinces, having their governors appointed by the
King of England.

Charles Town in the Colonial Days; Her People and Her Trade.

Throughout the colonial period Charles Town con-
stituted the heart and the life of the province of
South Carolina. As early as the year 1700 there
were about 6,000 white colonists in the province, and
most of these were living in Charles Town. The
dwelling houses in the town, made of both wood and
brick, were then located between the bay and the
present Meeting Street. The only public buildings
were the churches. A line of stout boards or pali-
sades was constructed around the town, and six
small forts were erected with cannon placed in posi-
tion to command the approach from the ocean. A
roadway called the Broad Path ran from the town
up the centre of the narrow neck of land between
the Ashley and Cooper rivers, and Gov. John Arch-
dale declared this highway to be so beautiful and
so full of delight all the year with fragrant trees
and flowers that he believed ‘‘that no prince in
Europe with all his art could make so pleasant a
sight.”?

From the first, many of the people of Charles
Town were actively engaged in sending the products
of their forests and of their soil across the seas.
Cedar logs were sent to Barbadoes; pitch and tar
were shipped to England; oak boards, pine shingles
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and lar were sent to the West Indies, and the skins
of wild animals formed an important part of the
export trade. The swamps and forests of the prov-
ince contained deer in large numbers, and along the
rivers and creeks were found the beaver and the
otter and other fur-bearing animals. The Indians
shot the deer and caught the smaller animals in
traps, and sold their skins to the colonists. Many of
the early settlers at Charles Town became rich
through this traffic in furs, since they were sold
again in England at a large profit. As early as
November, 1680, there were sixteen trading vessels
at anchor at one time in Charles Town Harbor, but
the number of such vessels was soon largely in-
creased. From about the year 1693, when Thomas
Smith was governor, rice became the chief article
that was sent out of South Carolina. Cattle and
hogs became so numerous that they ran wild in the
woods. The luxuriant grass of the forests kept
these animals in such good condition that they were
killed by the colonists and the cured meat was sent
away in trading vessels to be sold in the West In-
dies. During a brief period much attention was
given to the growing of mulberry trees and the man-
ufacture of silk from the cocoons spun by silk-
worms. Sir Nathaniel Johnson, who was governor
of South Carolina from 1702 to 1708, called his
plantation Silk Hope. For a long time he made
large sums of money each year from the sale of his
silk. By the year 1730 the people of the province
were sending across the ocean large quantities of
raw silk, lumber, shingles and cowhides. At that
period they were also selling every year about 52,000
barrels of pitch, tar and turpentine, and 250,000
deer skins.

About the year 1737 Col. George Luecas, an Eng-
lish army officer, established a home on Wappoo
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Creek, west of the Ashley River, about six miles
from Charles Town. When he left his family at
Wappoo and returned to the West Indies his daugh-
ter, Elizabeth Lucas, took charge of his lands in
South Carolina. She gave her personal attention
to the crops of rice and corn and the exportation of
lumber. Colonel Lucas sent from the West Indies
some Indigo seed, and this was planted by his
daughter on the plantation at Wappoo. The first
plants were withered by frost and the second crop
was cut down by a worm, but the third planting fur-
nished a good crop of seed, and most of this was
generously given to neighboring land owners. Large
fields were planted with indigo seed, and in the year
1747 more than 100,000 pounds of blue dye were sent
across the sea to England. From that time onward,
for many years, indigo became the most valuable
product of the province. Just before the Revolution
the annual crop of indigo amounted to more than
1,100,000 pounds.

When the Revolutionary struggle began, South
Carolina’s trade in rice and indigo was worth about
$5,000,000 each year. Besides these two articles of
traffic large quantities of lumber, tar, deer skins
and cattle were still sent out. A large fleet of ves-
sels was necessary to carry this vast amount of
merchandise across the ocean or along the coast to
the ports of the other American colonies. South
Carolina had at that time five shipyards and some
of her own vessels were engaged in the coastwise
and the foreign traffic.

About 15,000 people were dwelling in Charles
Town when the Revolution began. She was the
largest and wealthiest city in the Southern colonies.
Beaufort and Georgetown were seaports, also, and
from their harbors many vessels went out with their

freight of rich merchandise, but Charles Town sur-
Vol. 2—2.
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passed every other port on the Atlantic seaboard.
The old records tell us that just before the Revolu-
tion one could stand on a wharf at the edge of the
bay and count as many as 350 sail vessels, great and
small, coming in or going out, or lying at anchor in
the harbor of Charles Town. This city was then
sending out the largest volume of trade that went
out from any one of the seaports of America.

Settlements in the Middle and Upper Country.

As late as 1733 all of the settlements in the prov-
ince of South Carolina were limited to the region
near the seacoast. In that year all that portion of
the territory of South Carolina that lay west of the
Savannah River was organized as the separate
province of Georgia. Robert Johnson, then royal
governor of South Carolina, wished to open up for
settlement the lands that lay in the interior of the
province at a considerable distance from the sea-
coast, and he therefore marked off the entire prov-
ince into twelve townships and offered a tract of
fifty acres of land to each new settler who entered
the colony. The first people to accept this offer was
a company of Scots. They had dwelt for so long a
period in the north of Ireland that they were called
Scotch-Irish. Under the leadership of one of their
number, John Witherspoon, these colonists went up
the Black River in small boats and established their
homes in the pine forest in Williamsburg town-
ship, near the present town of Kingstree. They
cut down the trees and planted crops, and through
industry and frugality became a prosperous com-
munity.

A little later than the time of the settlement of
Williamsburg, some Welsh families built homes in
““Welsh Neck,”’ a region located in a bend of the
upper Pee Dee River. Later still, some Scotch
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Highlanders established themselves in the present
Darhngton county.

The region now known as Orangeburg county was
occupied soon after 1730 by some Scotch-Irish fam-
ilies. Two years later about 200 German and
French colonists came to the same part of South
Carolina. A company of German and French-Swiss
settlers, led by John Peter Purry, established a
town called Purrysburg on the Savannah River,
about forty miles from the mouth of that stream.
From Orangeburg the German settlers moved up
the banks of the Congaree River and established
themselves among the hills of the Fork country,
between the Broad and Saluda rivers, where,
through honesty and patient toil, they soon became
prosperous. About the middle of the Eighteenth
century a great multitude of settlers began to pour
into the Upper Country of South Carolina. Nearly
all of these were Scots from the north of Ireland,
that is, Scotch-Irish, who came first to Pennsylvania
and then passed southward through Virginia into
the Carolinas. About 1750, or soon afterward, a
company of these emigrants cut down the trees and
built log homes in the district known as the Wax-
haws, in the present Lancaster county, from which
point they were distributed throughout the adjacent
region. In 1756 a Scot from Ireland, Patrick Cal-
houn, father of South Carolina’s great statesman,
John C. Calhoun, led a small group of his country-
men to the banks of Long Cane Creek, in the present
Abbeville county, and soon afterward some Ger-
mans and some Huguenots entered the same region.
One of the early settlers on Tyger River in the
present Spartanburg county was Anthony Hamp-
ton, from whom sprang all the great soldiers in
South Carolina bearing the name of Hampton.

Just before the Revolution the Scots from the
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north of Ireland began to sail into Charles Town
harbor. They moved thence into the upland coun-
try to join their brethren, some of whom were still
moving southward from Pennsylvania and Virginia.
These sturdy sons of old Scotia took possession of
nearly all of the upper part of the province; they
had great intelligence and worked with strenuous
energy; they fought the Indians with success, and
cut down the forests and built homes in the fertile
territory that lies near the headwaters of the Broad
and Saluda and on both banks of the Catawba.

Religious Conditions in the Colony.

The royal charter bestowed by King Charles II.
upon the Lords Proprietors of Carolina gave them
authority to build churches and chapels, and to ap-
point ministers of the Gospel to officiate in them.
‘With reference to dissenters from the Established
Church, the Proprietors were given the power to
grant freedom in matters of religion, with such re-
strictions as to them might seem fit. 'When, there-
fore, the Proprietors adopted the Fundamental Con-
stitutions prepared by Shaftesbury and Locke, as
we have already seen, they made the provision that
no person should disturb or persecute another ‘‘for
his speculative opinions in religion or his way of
worship.”’

The first settlers at Charles Town were members
of the Established (Episcopal) Church. When the
streets were laid off at the point of land between the
Cooper and Ashley, places were reserved for a town
house and a church. The ground set apart for the
latter is now occupied by St. Michael’s Church. The
first house of worship built there was of black
cypress wood resting upon a brick foundation. It
was known as the English, or Episcopal, Church.

The first Huguenot congregation in Charles Town
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was organized in 1686 under the pastoral care of
Elias Prioleau, of France. The first house of wor-
ship, built about 1687, was located on the site of the
present Huguenot church. The religious worship
in this church was conducted for many years in the,
French language and the Huguenot ministers
preached in the same tongue. Soon after 1690 the
Independent Church and the Baptist Church were
established in Charles Town.

In May, 1704, a party that favored Episcopacy
gained control of the Commons House of Assembly
and, by a majority of a single vote, passed a meas-
ure to establish the Church of England as the
Church of the province of South Carolina. It was
provided in this measure that every member of the
legislative body itself must worship according to
the forms prescribed by the Church of England.
The effect of this was, of course, to exclude Dis-
senters from membership in the body of lawmakers.
Such opposition arose toward this policy that, in
1706, the Assembly repealed the law that forbade
the election of Dissenters as lawmakers. It was
provided, however, that the Episcopal Church and
its clergymen should be supported by a tax levied
upon all the people. The province was divided into
ten parishes and it was determined that a church
should be built in every parish. The London So-
ciety for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign
Parts sent out a number of ministers to South
Carolina.

The Germans and German-Swiss who came later
to the province were Lutherans in religion. The
Scots and Scotch-Irish were Presbyterians, and
these, with the Baptists and Methodists, formed a
strong body of Dissenters who built their own
churches and schools in every part of the province.
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Industries and Productions; Rice and Indigo.

The fertile soil of South Carolina furnished the
early settlers with abundant supplies of food, to
which were added fish and oysters from the waters
near the coast, and venison, wild turkeys and other
game from the forests. The colonists began at once,
as we have already seen, to send across the sea some
of the products of their land to exchange for other
articles. An old official report prepared in the year
1708 tells us that the colonists were then exporting
‘“‘rice, pitch, tar, buck and doeskins in the hair and
Indian dressed; also some few furs, as beaver, otter,
wildeat, raccoon; a little silk, whiteoak staves, and
sometimes other sorts.”” Pine and cypress trees for
shipmasts were also sold, with hoops and shingles,
pork, ‘‘green wax, candles made of myrtle berries,
tallow and tallow candles, butter, English and In-
dian peas, and sometimes a small quantity of tanned
leather.”” The report continues as follows: ‘‘We
have also commerce with Boston, Rhode Island,
Pennsylvania, New York and Virginia, to which
places we export Indian slaves, light deerskins
dressed, some tanned leather, pitch, tar and a small
quantity of rice. From thence we receive beer,
cider, flour, dry codfish and mackerel, and from Vir-
ginia some European commodities.”’

The only manufactures mentioned in these early
records are ‘‘a few stuffs of silk and cotton, and a
sort of cloth of cotton and wool’’ made by some of
the planters for their own use. At a later time
sugar was exported; also oil, salt fish, snake root
and various kinds of bark from the woods. Several
of the colonists made journeys, from time to time,
into the mountain regions of the Carolinas to seek
for mines of gold and of silver, but no such mines
were ever opened. Just before the Revolution there
were five shipyards in South Carolina, and a number
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of the trading vessels that sailed from the Carolina
seaports were made in the province.

When the Upper Country was settled, the colon-
ists in that region began fo send long trains of
wagons to Charles Town laden with corn, wheat,
deerskins, and cattle for beef. The most profitable
industry in the Upper Country was the raising of
cattle, from which many of the colonists became
rich. The usual yield of corn to an acre was from
eighteen to thirty bushels, with six bushels of Indian
peas that had been planted among the corn. Or-
chards of peaches, apples and other fruits abounded.
Some South Carolina planters had a thousand head
of cattle; 200 was the usual number to a plantation.
Swine were numerous.

The principal industries of the province, however,
were the buying and selling of animal skins and the
cultivation of rice and indigo. In 1708 50,000 skins
were exported; in 1712, 73,790. Afterwards the
number of skins exported was much larger. The
trade in rice ran up to 140,000 barrels a year, and
the annual trade in indigo to more than 1,000,000
pounds. From all of these sources great wealth
came to the people of the province.

Labor Conditions in the Colony; Slavery.

The first negro slaves were brought into the prov-
ince from Barbadoes by the Englishman, Sir John
Yeamans, in the year 1672. They were put to work
cutting cedar logs. Afterwards some of the Indians
captured in war were held in service in the houses
of the planters; some of the captured Indians were
sold as slaves among the northern colonies and in
the West Indies. Some white servants, also, were
brought over from England. In the year 1708 there
were 4,100 negro slaves, 1,400 Indian slaves and 120
white servants. Most of the negro men were em-
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ployed in the cultivation of rice and later in raising
indigo. The malaria of the marsh lands did not
affect the health of the Africans, and it was the
opinion of the white settlers that it would not be
possible to grow crops of rice without negro labor.
The South Carolinians attempted several times to
prevent the introduction of the negroes in such
large numbers, but the ships of New England and
of England continued to unload them in the prov-
ince, and the number of slaves rapidly increased.
By the year 1775 there were about 75,000 white
people in South Carolina and 100,000 negroes, most
of the latter living on the plantations near the sea-
coast. Their work was not arduous and their phy-
sical and moral welfare was given careful considera-
tion by their masters, most of whom were kind, just
and humane.
Classes and Chief Occupations.

Many of the colonists were planters, who built
handsome houses on the Ashley, Santee, Edisto and
other rivers, and along the shore of the bay at Port
Royal. They gave attention to their crops and some
of them became rich through the production of silk,
rice and indigo. Trade, however, soon became the
chief interest of the people, and many of the leading
men of the province were merchants. Among these
were Isaac Mazyck, Gabriel Manigaunlt and Henry
Laurens, all of whom were Huguenots. Benjamin
Smith, Miles Brewton and Andrew Rutledge also
became rich through the business of trading across
the seas. These, and others like them, built hand-
some houses in Charles Town, usually facing the
waters of the bay. Most of these dwellings were
made of brick and were two stories in height; they
were filled with beauntiful bedsteads, sideboards,
chairs and tables, made of mahogany and cherry, and
brought from London, and large quantities of silver-
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ware were displayed on the sideboards. Handsome
coaches and carriages were also brought across the
sea and driven behind swift horses along the Broad
Path and other streets of Charles Town. Many of
the planters of South Carolina also built beautiful
houses in Charles Town and spent the months of the
summer season in the city by the sea. Around the
houses were gardens filled with the flowers that were
brought from the old homes in England and France.
Handsome and costly clothing made of fine linen,
broadcloth and velvet was worn by the merchants
and planters who dwelt in Charles Town. Their
wives and daughters arrayed themselves in dresses
made of silk or satin, covered with beautiful figures
wrought in gold thread. There were dinner parties,
theatre parties, balls and concerts.

A public library was founded as early as 1698; in
1748 some young men organized the Charles Town
Library Society, which is still in existence; the St.
Cecilia Society, a musical association, was estab-
lished in 1762, and a weekly newspaper called The
South Carolina Gazette began its work in 1732.
There were many schools for youth, and a large
number of private tutors was employed, but many
of the young men of Charles Town went to England
to pursue their studies there in the public schools
and universities. At the beginning of the struggle
with the mother country a number of skilled physi-
cians and as many as thirty-five lawyers were doing
excellent work in Charles Town, and most of the
ministers in charge of the churches in Charles Town
had received their education in England or at Har-
vard and Yale. These facts, thus briefly stated,
show that Charles Town was the home of a people
who manifested great energy and foresight in home
and foreign trade, and who possessed a high degree
of intellectual and social culture. Their leaders
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were men of learning, of charming manners and of
worthy personal character, and were controlled by
unselfish and patriotic motives.

The people of the Middle and Upper Country had
to pass through many hardships. Their houses were
made of logs, their dishes were usually of wood or
pewter, and they had few slaves or servants. They
built their own churches and school houses, and their
ministers and leaders were men trained at the uni-
versities of Edinburgh or Glasgow, or at Princeton
College. These people of the Upper Country knew
how to depend upon themselves. They could ride
fast and shoot with deadly aim, and when the Revo-
lntionary War came on they did more than any
other people of equal numbers to win the cause of
American freedom.

Transition from Colony to State.

On March 28, 1735, Charles Pinckney, who after-
wards became chief justice of the province, proposed
the following resolution to the South Carolina legis-
lature: ‘‘That, the Commons House of Assembly in
this Province * * * have the same rights and
privileges in regard to introducing and passing laws
for imposing taxes on the people of the province as
the House of Commons of Great Britain have in
introducing and passing laws on the people of Eng-
land.”” In adopting Pinckney’s resolution, the rep-
resentatives of the people of South Carolina claimed
for themselves, at this early date, that right of self-
government for which all of the American colonies
contended during the American Revolution.

During the administration of Thomas Boone as
royal governor of the province (1761-1764), Christo-
pher Gadsden, a successful planter and merchant,
was chosen by the people of Charles Town to repre-
sent them in the provincial legislature. Governor
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Boone asserted that the election which resulted in
the choice of Gadsden had not been properly con-
ducted, and he therefore commanded the lawmakers
to adopt some new regulations about the manage-
ment of such elections. When the lawmakers re-
fused to obey his order the governor told them that
he would not allow them to meet together. The lat-
ter replied that they, on their part, would not hold
any further communication of any sort with the gov-
ernor, and at the same time they cut off his annual
salary. Governor Boone then gave up the struggle
and returned to England.

In this first contest between the King’s repre-
sentative and the provincial legislature Christopher
Gadsden was the leader of the people of South Caro-
lina. In 1765, when the news was brought to Charles
Town that the British Parliament had passed the
Stamp Act, imposing a tax upon all legal and busi-
ness documents and upon books and newspapers in
the colonies, (Gadsden again persuaded the South
Carolinians to offer opposition. The legislature
came together and made a formal declaration to the
effect that no taxes could be rightly laid upon the
people of South Carolina by any body of men ex-
cept their own representatives. At the same time
the legislature sent three delegates to the Stamp Act
Congress, held in New York City in October, 1765.
‘When this Congress proposed to send a petition to
the British Parliament asking that body to repeal
the Stamp Aect, Gadsden urged the Congress not to
ask favor from the British lawmakers. ‘*We do not
hold our rights from them,’’ he said; ‘‘we should
stand upon the broad, common ground of those natu-
ral rights that we all feel and know as men and as
descendants of Englishmen.’’

‘When a British ship brought stamps and stamped
paper to Charles Town, the people would not permit
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the master of the vessel to bring these articles into
the city. A number of effigies, each bearing the
label, ““The Stamp Seller,”” were hanged upon the
gallows and then burned. After the repeal of the
Stamp Act (1766), the South Carolina people
erected a marble statue of William Pitt in one of
the public squares of Charles Town. Moreover, a
party of patriots, organized in Charles Town by
William Johnson and Christopher Gadsden, and
known as the ‘‘Liberty Tree’’ Party from the fact
that the members held frequent meetings under a
large oak tree, pledged themselves to fight against
any further effort of the British King and Parlia-
ment to force money from the colonists.

In 1773 the ship London entered the harbor of
Charles Town with a cargo of tea. The people of
the colony were told that they could buy the tea at
a reduced price if they would pay a tax upon it of
three pence a pound. The people were not willing,
however, to pay a tax of any kind to Great Britain,
and the tea was stored in cellars and left there un-
sold. Another ship came with an additional cargo
of tea, but some of the merchants of Charles Town,
to whom the tea had been consigned, threw the tea-
chests into the waters of the harbor.

On July 6, 1774, a general meeting of the people
of South Carolina was held at Charles Town, and
five delegates were sent to represent the province in
the first Continental Congress at Philadelphia.
These delegates were Henry Middleton, John Rut-
ledge, Christopber Gadsden, Thomas Lynch and
Edward Rutledge. On Jan. 11, 1775, a body of rep-
resentatives from every district of South Carolina
met at Charles Town and organized themselves as
the Provincial Congress. This body appointed a
secret committee to take any action that might be
necessary for the safety of the people.
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On Sunday, June 4, 1775, the Provincial Congress
met again and signed an agreement binding the
members to sacrifice their lives and fortunes in be-
half of freedom. The militia was organized and the
sum of $1,000,000 was voted to furnish the soldiers
with weapons. A Council of Safety, with Henry
Laurens as chairman, was appointed to manage all
the affairs of the provinece. This council, invested
with power to command all soldiers and to expend
all public moneys, was now the real ruler of the
people. Two members of the Council, William
Henry Drayton and Arthur Middleton, entertained
sentiments concerning freedom far in advance of
their associates. They were ready, from the time
of their appointment as members of the Council, to
drive all of the King’s officers out of the province,
and thus bring the royal government to an end. Five
thousand pounds of powder, captured from a British
vessel, were sent to General Washington chiefly
through the agency of these two patriots, and this
powder was used by Washington’s soldiers in driv-
ing the British army out of Boston.

On the night of Sept. 14, 1775, acting under orders
from the Council of Safety, South Carolina soldiers
crossed the harbor of Charles Town and seized Fort
Johnson. The British flag was hauled down and the
banner of South Carolina was unfurled above the
fort. This banner was a blue flag with a crescent
in the corner and the word ‘‘Liberty’’ in the centre.
Lord William Campbell, last of the royal governors,
at once took his departure from Charles Town and
went on board a British warship. On Nov. 12, 1775,
hostile shots were exchanged between two British
war vessels on the one side, and the guns of Fort
Johnson and the guns of the Defense, a small Caro-
lina war vessel, on the other side. The British ves-
sels received so many balls in their sails and rigging
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that they did not venture to move up near the city.
Thus began the military struggle between South
Carolina and the mother country.

On Feb. 1, 1776, the Provincial Congress of South
Carolina met at Charles Town. The representatives
of the royal government had been already driven
out of the province, and the Congress, therefore,
entered upon the work of forming a new, independ-
ent government. A committee was appointed to
prepare a plan of organization, which was presented
and, after due consideration, adopted by the Con-
gress March 26, 1776. Thereupon, the president and
secretary of the Congress signed the formal docu-
ment which declared that South Carolina was no
longer a province subject to the King of England,
but that she was now, by her own act, a free and
independent state. At four o’clock the same day
(March 26) the members of the Congress assembled
again, and declared that they were the General As-
sembly, or legislature, of the new state of South
Carolina. Thirteen members of their own body
were appointed to sit together as a separate legis-
lative council or upper house of legislation. John
Rutledge was then elected as chief executive, with
the title of president of South Carolina, and Henry
Laurens was chosen vice-president. The title of
governor was not brought into use until the year
1779. The new state government thus organized
was established in the name of the people of South
Carolina. She was the first American province
among the thirteen to throw off the authority of
the King of England and to establish in its place a
new, independent government of her own.

The first chief justice of the new commonwealth
chosen by the General Assembly was William Henry
Drayton. In his first charge to the grand jury at
Charles Town Drayton declared that the people of
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South Carolina were merely asserting their natural
and inherited rights. The people of England, he
said, drove out a bad king in 1688 and set up a new
sovereign. The same thing was done by the people
of South Carolina in 1719, when they cast off the au-
thority of the Lords Proprietors and asked King
George I. to become their ruler. When King George
II1. began to rule with a heavy hand, the people of
the province cast him off and were now resolved to
rule themselves through their own representatives.
The Almighty created America to be independent
of England, declared Drayton. God himself was
reaching forth His hand to deliver the colonies from
their enemies, and to give them freedom. ‘‘Let us
offer ourselves to be used as instruments of God in
this work,’’ he said; by such patriotic conduct the
South Carolinians would become ‘‘a great, a free, a
pious and a happy people.”’

South Carolina’s Part in the Revolution.

‘When Washington drove the British forces out of
Boston, early in the year 1776, the British govern-
ment determined to attempt the conquest of the
Southern states. For this purpose a large body of
soldiers under General Clinton, and a fleet of war
vessels commanded by Admiral Parker, were sent
southward along the Atlantic coast. Early in June,
1776, Parker’s ships, with Clinton’s soldiers on
board, arrived at the mouth of Charles Town harbor.
They expected to make an easy capture of the city
and the state.

By this time, however, South Carolina had organ-
ized and equipped five regiments of riflemen and a
regiment of artillery. Col. William Moultrie, with
one regiment of infantry and a foree of artillerists,
occupied a fort on Sullivan’s Island, afterwards
called Fort Moultrie, on the north side of Charles
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Town harbor. The walls of this stronghold were
made of palmetto logs supported by bags of sand.
Moultrie mounted twenty-five cannon to command
the approach from the water and awaited the ad-
vance of Parker’s fleet. At the same time a foree of
about 700 riflemen from the middle and upper coun-
try of South Carolina, under the command of Col.
‘William Thomson, took position at the upper end of
Sullivan’s Island to resist the advance of the British
land forces.

On June 28 Clinton landed his British soldiers on
Long Island, now called the Isle of Palms, and at-
tempted to cross the narrow channel that lay be-
tween him and Thomson’s small army. Clinton had
a number of boats to aid his men in crossing the
strait. Thomson had two small cannon to help him
in the battle. The aim of his riflemen was so deadly
that every British soldier who came within range
was shot down; the grapeshot from the two guns
kept Clinton’s boats from passing the channel, and
thus the large British force was held at bay and
Clinton’s attempt to seize Sullivan’s Island resulted
in failure.

Meanwhile, on the same day, Parker’s eleven war-
ships sailed into the harbor and at close range
opened fire on Moultrie’s fortification. The roar
from the 270 British guns was terrific, but Parker’s
cannon balls buried themselves in the sand or in
the soft, spongy palmetto logs, and wrought little
damage. Moultrie’s gunners, on the other hand, by
careful aiming and slow firing, sent every shot
straight to the mark. After ten hours of fighting
Moultrie’s fort remained without serious injury, and
the British gave up the fight. One of Parker’s ships
was destroyed, and some of the others were injured
to such an extent that they found it difficult to sail
ag far as New York. Moultrie and Thomson thus

/
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won a double victory. The successful defense of
Charles Town against the British land and naval
forces was the first serious and complete defeat suf-
fered by the royal forces in the American Revolu-
tion. The entire British plan of conquering the
South at that time ended in failure, and the south-
ern colonies remained free from attack for two
years.

In 1778 the British again formed a plan for the
conquest of the South. With this end in view a
British fleet entered the Savannah River and cap-
tured Savannah. A strong British force then began
to overrun Georgia and South Carolina. In Octo-
ber, 1779, the provincial troops from these two
states, aided by French land and naval forces, at-
tempted to recapture Savannah from the British,
but the effort failed. In May, 1780, a large British
. force captured Charles Town. Augusta on the Sa-
vannah, Ninety-Six near the Saluda, and Camden on
the Wateree, were then occupied by the King’s
troops, under the leadership of Cornwallis. It was
the purpose of this British commander to march
northward through the upper regions of the Caro-
linas into Virginia, and thus conquer the whole coun-
try south of the Potomac River.

The cruel work of Tarleton, commander of the
British cavalry, aroused the people of the upper
part of South Carolina. These backwoodsmen
mounted their horses, and under the leadership of
Thomas Sumter rode out to attack the British. The
flint-lock rifles of Sumter’s men were more than a
match for the weapons of the royal troops, and with-
in a period of three months after the fall of Charles
Town the British were driven back from the north-
ern part of the state to their post at Camden.

In August, 1780, the army of General Gates, sent
from Delaware, Maryland, Virginia and North Caro-

Vel 2—8 i
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lina to resist Cornwallis, was defeated at Camden
by the British forces. Sumter’s men, also, were
surprised and scattered, and Cornwallis again took
possession of upper South Carolina. His progress
was checked, however, by Francis Marion, leader of
a body of horsemen from the region near the Pee
Dee River, in the southeastern part of South Caro-
lina. This daring patriot would dart suddenly
from the swamp or the forest, attack and over-
whelm some detached British troopers, and again
seek refuge in his hiding-place. Sumter raised an-
other force of horsemen and fell upon Cornwallis’
men in the upper country. Andrew Pickens, Wil-
liam Harden, the Hamptons, and other leaders also
took the field with strong bodies of riflemen. The
British were thus assailed on every side. When
Cornwallis advanced northward to Charlotte, the
North Carolinians under Davie, Davidson and other
leaders, made a continuous fight against the royal
troops. A second British column led by Major
Ferguson was defeated and captured at King’s
Mountain, Oct. 7, 1780, by the mountain riflemen of
South Carolina, North Carolina and Virginia. This
heavy blow forced Cornwallis to retreat southward
again.

Then Nathaniel Greene and Daniel Morgan came
from the northward to help the people of the Caro-
linas. Morgan and Pickens defeated Tarleton’s
British force at Cowpens in January, 1781. This
American victory reduced by one-third the number
of soldiers in the army of Cornwallis. The latter
followed Greene to Guilford Court House, North
Carolina, and in a battle at that place drove the
‘American troops from the field, but was himself
forced to retreat at once to the seacoast to secure
aid from his warships. When Cornwallis turned
northward into Virginia, weakened by the long
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struggle in the Carolinas, he left a British force at
Camden under the command of Lord Rawdon. The
American forces under Greene, Sumter, Marion,
Pickens, Henry Lee, and others, attacked Rawdon
and forced him to withdraw to Charles Town.
Cornwallis soon fell an easy prey to Washington
and the French at Yorktown. Thus the plan of con-
quering the South again resulted in failure, and the
British government gave up the fight against the
colonies. A very important share in the work of
overwhelming the army of Cornwallis and of thus
securing the independence of our country must be
accredited to the bold riflemen who fought under the
leadership of Sumter, Marion and Pickens in South
Carolina.

One hundred and thirty-seven battles, great and
small, were fought in South Carolina during the
Revolution. Of these, 103 were engaged in on the
American side by South Carolina alone. In twenty
others South Carolina took part in company with
troops from other states, thus making 123 battles
in which the people of this commonwealth fought
for their freedom. Besides these engagements, sol-
diers from South Carolina took part in engagements
in Georgia and North Carolina. ¢‘Left mainly to
her own resources,’’ writes Bancroft with reference
to South Carolina, ‘‘it was through the depths of
wretchedness that her sons were to bring her back
to her place in the republic, after suffering more
and daring more and achieving more than the men
of any other state.”’

The Work of South Carolina’s Statesmen During the Revo-
lutionary Period (1763-1789).

During the period of the Revolution many of the

statesmen of South Carolina were known and ac-

cepted as leaders in all of the other American col-
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onies. Christopher Gadsden, as we have seen, was
far in advance of the other delegates, with refer-
. ence to American independence, at the Stamp Aet
Congress, held in New York, October, 1765. In a
stirring address Gadsden said: ‘‘There ought to be
no New England men, no New Yorkers, known on
the continent, but all of us Americans.”’ The presi-
dent of the Stamp Act Congress was John Rutledge,
another South Carolinian.

The representatives of South Carolina in the first
Continental Congress were men of conspicuous influ-
ence; namely, Henry Middleton, John Rutledge,
Christopher Gadsden, Thomas Lynch and Edward
Rutledge. On Oct. 22, 1774, Henry Middleton was
elected president of the Congress. On July 4, 1776,
four of South Carolina’s sons voted for the adop-
tion of the Declaration of Independence. These four
were KEdward Rutledge, Thomas Heyward, Jr.,
Thomas Lynch, Jr., and Arthur Middleton. The
fifth delegate, Thomas Lynch, was sick at the time
and unable to cast his vote.

In the autumn of 1777 Henry Laurens, of South
Carolina, was chosen president of the Continental
Congress, succeeding John Hancock, of Massachu-
setts. During his occupancy of this position Laur-
ens asked the Congress to vote upon three famous
measures. The first was the adoption of the Articles
of Confederation, the second was the treaty be-
tween France and the United States, and the third
was connected with the offer made by the British
government in 1778 to make peace with the Ameri-
cans. Laurens wrote the answer of the Congress to
this proposal. Great Britain, he declared, must
acknowledge the independence of the thirteen states
and withdraw her soldiers before the Congress
would have dealings with the British Parliament.
The people of the American states, said Laurens,
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were resolved to fight to the last in order to secure
their freedom. In 1779 Laurens was appointed min-
ister plenipotentiary from the United States to Hol-
land. On his way across the Atlantic he was cap-
tured by the British and shut up in the Tower of
London. At the close of the war he was given back
to the Americans in exchange for Lord Cornwallis,
after the latter was made a prisoner at Yorktown.
Laurens then went from London to Paris and, as
one of the American commissioners, signed the pre-
liminaries to the treaty of peace in 1782, which
ended the war between Great Britain and the United
States.

Col. John Laurens, son of Henry Laurens, became
an aide on the staff of General Washington in the
early part of the Revolution. He was in the midst
of the severest fighting at Germantown and Mon-
mouth, and was made a prisoner when Charles Town
fell in May, 1780. Soon afterwards, however, he was
exchanged and returned to his post at Washington’s
side. In December, 1780, Laurens was appointed by
the Continental Congress as special minister to the
court of the King of France. Through the exercise
of great tact and by the charm of his personal bear-
ing, Laurens persuaded King Louis XVI., of France,
to send money and a fleet to aid the Americans in
their struggle for freedom. Laurens afterwards
bore a distinguished part in the siege of Yorktown
and the capture of the army of Cornwallis.

In 1787 four delegates from South Carolina took
their seats in the Federal convention that met at
Philadelphia. @ These were Charles Pinckney,
Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, John Rutledge and
Pierce Butler, all of whom played an important part
in the work of the convention. At an early stage
in the proceedings Charles Pinckney, then under
thirty years of age, presented a plan of government
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to the convention very much like the plan that was
finally adopted. John Rutledge, pronounced by
George Washington, president of the convention, to
be the finest orator among all the delegates, was the
principal member of an important committee.
Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, afterwards a member
of the celebrated mission to France and twice candi-
date of the Federalist party for the presidency of
the United States, took a leading part in the debates
of the convention. He may be rightly called one of
the leading spirits of the great body of statesmen
that framed our Federal constitution.
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CaarrERr IT.

SOUTH CAROLINA A STATE IN THE FED-
ERAL UNION, 1789-1860.

South Carolina’s Part in the Adoption of the Federal
Constitution.

The condition of South Carolina in the years fol-
lowing the Revolution was distressing. The ravages
of the British had been terrible. On many planta-
tions every slave had been stolen, every building
burned, by the British, and frequently the utmost
exertions of the master were necessary to prevent
his remaining servants from starving. Credit, left
by the war in the most precarious condition, was
struck absolutely dead by the state legislature’s
stay and tender laws, and as a consequence trade
sunk to the same stagnation as agriculture. It was
hard for any but the dishonest debtor to prosper.
The reaction of sentiment in favor of a strong gov-
ernment and business-like administration soon be-
gan to assert itself among the more conservative
representatives of the old planter and merchant
classes; and here were laid the foundations of the
talented Federalist party in South Carolina, which
did not lose its control of the state until the pros-
perity of Federalist rule and the Democratic revolu-
tion of 1800 had placed the country in entirely new
conditions. .

It has happened often that a constitution not de-
fensible on abstract principles of justice has, in a
particular crisis, done much to atone for its general
inequity. Such was the case in South Carolina in
1788. A small minority in the extreme low country,
controlled by the wealthy merchant and planter
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classes, held, by majorities in both houses of the
legislature, absolute control of the politics of the
state. It was this minority, Federalist in all its
sympathies and interests, that entered heartily into
the scheme for a new national constitution, and in
1788 forced it upon an overwhelming majority of
their individualistie, anti-Federal, Democratic fel-
low-citizens of the back country.

South Carolina was represented in the Federal
convention of 1787 by four very talented men: John
Rutledge, the Revolutionary president and governor,
chief justice of South Carolina and of the United
States; Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, general in the
Revolution and the War of 1812, minister to France
and Federalist vice-presidential candidate in 1800,
and presidential candidate in 1804 and 1808 ; Charles
Pinckney (second cousin of C. C. Pinckney), minis-
ter to Spain and four times governor of South Caro-
lina; and Pierce Butler.

Charles Pinckney later became a devoted Jeffer-
sonian Democrat; but at this time he showed no
symptoms of such a change. The position and in-
fluence of the entire South Carolina delegation may
be summed up as in favor of a strong government,
a strong, one-man executive, and the guardianship
of the interests of the slave-owners of the lower
south. Whatsoever the glory or the shame, the profit
or the loss, South Carolina stood as the most per-
sistent and influential champion of this last. In a
word, her delegates were typical wealthy, aristo-
cratic southern Federalists.

John Rutledge was said to be the most eloquent
man upon the floor; and the opinions of both C. C.
Pinckney and Pierce Butler carried weight. But
notwithstanding his youth, Charles Pinckney, aged
twenty-nine, the youngest member of this conven-
tion, is now recognized to have exercised one of the
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strongest influences of any person in the formation
of the constitution. This was fully established by
Prof. J. Franklin Jameson in 1903 in a brilliant piece
of constructive criticism.

On May 29, 1787, immediately after Gov. Edmund
Randolph, backed by the immense prestige of Wash-
ington, Madison and the entire Virginia delegation,
had presented the Virginia plan, Charles Pinckney
presented his outline for a constitution.

The ‘‘Pinckney plan,’’ written out in 1818 by
Charles Pinckney and long generally accepted, was
many years ago proved to be nothing better than
an old man’s confused recollections. In the reaction
which followed, Pinckney lost much of the credit
which is now proved to be justly his due. But Pinck-
ney’s strongest influence was exerted through the
“‘committee on detail,”” which worked his ideas ex-
tensively into their report, which was adopted by the
convention.

The united labors of the friends of the constitution
in South Carolina overcame the opposition of the
party of alarmed private interests and jealous state
rights, led by Rawlins Lowndes. Of the 149 in favor
of the constitution, eleven were from the up-country;
of the seventy-three against, seventeen were from
the low-country.

Distribution of Population.

The population of South Carolina has grown
from 1670 to 1900 as follows: 1670, 150; 1701, 7,000 ;
1724, 32,000; 1734, 30,000; 1763, 105,000; 1765, 123,
000; 1790, 249,073 ; 1800, 345,591 ; 1810, 415,115; 1820,
502,741 ; 1830, 581,185; 1840, 594,398; 1850, 668,507 ;
1860, 703,708; 1870, 705,606; 1880, 995,577; 1890,
1,151,149; 1900, 1,340,316; the figures before 1790
being estimated.

Until after the War of Secession the population
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was almost entirely rural. County seats to-day con-
taining from 10,000 to 20,000 inhabitants, consisted
in 1820 merely, as with Sumter, of a rude courthouse
and jail and twelve or thirteen residences, two
churches and two or three stores; or, as with Green-
ville, of 500 people; or with Spartanburg, of 800 peo-
ple; or with Newberry, of twenty or thirty dwellings.
The oldest inland town in the state, Camden, a centre
of back country trade, held 2,000 people; Columbia
claimed 4,000; Charleston 24,780. As late as 1854
the name of the now flourishing city of Rock Hill did
not appear upon the map.

A study of the distribution of population between
the sections of low country and up country reveals
much that is interesting in the social, political and
industrial history of the state. To perceive their
meaning we must divide the figures into black and
white. It is necessary also to define the terms up
and low country. In 1790 the low country was con-
sidered to consist of the old districts of Georgetown,
Charles Town and Beaufort, and the up country of
Cheraw, Camden, Ninety-Six and Orangeburg. On
the map of to-day the old line of division may be fol-
lowed along the northwestern edge of Marion (cut-
ting straight on across Florence), Williamsburg,
Berkeley, Dorchester, Colleton and Hampton.
‘Wealth, culture and the econtrol of politics resided in
the lower section; poverty, ignorance, native intelli-
gence and energy, right well interspersed with mod-
erate prosperity and education, in the upper. As time
went on topographical and economic conditions, sup-
plemented by the influence natural to wealth and cul-
ture, assimilated the tier of counties immediately to
the northwest to the ideals and civilization of the low
country; so that we may say, that since about 1815
the line, almost coinciding with the geological divi-
sion, between the up and low country, has been the
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northwestern edge of Marlboro, Darlington, Lee,
Sumter, Richland, Calhoun, Orangeburg and Barn-
well. I shall refer to the original and enlarged low
country as the old and new low country, and, muto
mutandis, to the old and new up country. The spread
of cotton culture and industrial development have
constantly tended to distribute the elements of the
population more evenly, as it is shown by the follow-
ing table of the new up and low country:

Population of South Carolina by sections and races, 1790-1900.*
1790 1820 1840 1860 1880 1900

Ur CouUNTRY:{ .
White........ 87,074 156,227 166,291 168,722 228,338 334,996

Negro........ 17,048 80,637 128,307 173,251 264,495  338.748
Total up
country...... 104,122 236,914 294,508 341,973 492,833 673,744

Low COUNTRY:
White........ 53,104 81,163 92,793 122,578 162,767 222,811

Negro........ 91,847 184,664 207,007 239,069 339,837 443,573
Total, low

country...... 144,951 265,827 299,800 361,647 502,604 666,384
Total State:

White and

negro........ 249,073 502,741 594,398 703,620 995,437 1,340,128
Chinese, Japanese and taxed Indians... 88 140 188

Total State..... 249,073 502,741 594,398 703,708 995,577 1,340,316

Many facts of the first importance lie back of these
figures and have made them what they are. The
movement of the negro population up the country

*Probably about 3,000 whites and 1,000 negroes in 1790 ought to be transferred
from low country to up country, on account of Orangeburg, as then reported in the
census, including Lexington and part of Aiken, which is counted as up country. A
transfer of the same kind, in which white first predominates and finally negro, be-

inning with about 3,000 in 1790, and reaching about 14,000 in 1870, should strictly
gg mage for each census before 1880, because part of Aiken, counted as up country,
was, until that county’s creating in 1871, included in counties counted s low country
+The following counties are counted as up country: Abbeville, Aiken, Anderson,
Cherokee, Chester, Chesterfield, Edgefield, Fairfield, Greenville, Greenwood, Ker-
aw, Lancaster, Laurens, Lexington, Newberry, Oconee, Pendleton, Pickens,
Ss.luda, Spartanburg, Urion, York. The following are counted as low country:
Bamberg, Darlington, Dorchester, Florence, Georgetown, Hampton, Horry, Marion,
Marlboro, Orangeburg, Richland, Sumter, Williamsburg. At no one time were all
the above-named counties in existence.
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marks the progress of cotton culture. This industry
entirely transformed the state above the line of the
old low country. It found the old up country inhab-
ited by a rather aggressive, typical white American
population, known to the old low country as ‘‘a man-
ufacturing people;’’ it left the entire state, save the
extreme upper edge of the Piedmont escarpment,
transformed in industry, politics and civilization,
and under the domination of an oligarchy which, by
their ability and boldness, turned the destinies of the
state and nation in a degree altogether dispropor-
tionate to their numerical strength.

If space allowed the insertion of the complete table
on which the condensed one given is based, it would
exhibit one of the most pathetic features in South
Carolina history, the retreat of the free white farmer
before the oncoming planter with his bands of
slaves. Chester, for instance, in 1860, had lost 47
per cent. of its white population of 1820, while it
had gained in negroes 141 per cent.; and in 1900
even had not again risen to as large an absolute
white population as it had had eighty years before.
Newberry, sinking from 10,177 whites in 1820, to
7,000 in 1860, had barely in 1900 risen, with 10,351
whites, to the figures of 1820. With Fairfield the
white and negro populations have run as follows: In
1820, 9,378 whites and 7,796 negroes; in 1840, 7,587
whites and 12,578 negroes; in 1860, 6,373 whites and
15,738 mnegroes; in 1900, 7,050 whites and 22,375
negroes.

The causes of the rapid increase of negro slaves
and decrease of free white men were two: the en-
croach of the large slave-worked cotton plantation,
and the lure of cheap fertile western lands. South
Carolina has always been a prolific nest for peopling
the great West, and particularly the Southwest.
Complaints of the migration of thousands to Missis-
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sippi and Alabama were loud in 1820. The stream
never ceased. In 1860, of the white persons in the
United States born in South Carolina, 276,868 (59
per cent.) were living in the state and 193,389 (41
per cent.) in other states. It is a fair presumption
that the vast stream of South Carolinians that flowed
to Alabama, Mississippi, Texas, Arkansas, ete.,
greatly promoted the spread of South Carolina ideas
of nullification of secession.

Slavery, 1790 to 1860.

The rapid increase of slaves from 1790 to 1820 is
evidence of large importations. The state had re-
opened the traffic with Africa in 1804; and in the
next three years and a little over, 39,075 slaves were
imported. The masters were, for some decades, a
small proportion of the white population. In the old
low country in 1790 the census list of heads of fam-
ilies shows almost every family to have been pos-
sessed of slaves, the largest number in one hand be-
ing about 500. In the up country in 1790 slaves were
rare, sometimes over a hundred families being passed
without a slave, though with the introduction of cot-
ton culture, which followed the invention of the gin
in 1793, almost the whole state was gradually
sprinkled with a planter class holding many slaves
and surrounded by numerous small owners in town
and country. In 1860 there were 26,701 slaveholders
in the state, representing doubtless about 130,000 peo-
ple, or 45 per cent. of the white population. In 1850
only 9,629 owners held ten or more slaves, out of a
white population of 274,563, and the proportion of
large owners was much greater than in other states.

Slaves had no standing in court, and no person of
color could testify in cases affecting a white person.
Special laws of greater severity than those for whites
governed the negro population, slave and free. For
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instance, an attempt to rape a white woman was a
capital crime in a negro. Slaves were also protected
by certain special laws. The South Carolina slave
code was by no means inhumane, though it would be
absurd to deny that cruel masters did many brutal
things that went unpunished, just as eruel masters
still do in New York, Chicago and London.

Slaves and free negroes were tried by a court con-
sisting of a magistrate and two freeholders, or two
magistrates and three freeholders, who were practi-
cally governed by no rules, except that power over
life and limb was limited to specified serious crimes,
and from whom there was no appeal. The interests
of the master and the sense of class responsihility
secured substantial justice to the negro. The state
compensated the master for an executed slave.

In the earlier days, for peculiarly heinous erimes,
as murdering the master, slaves were burned alive
(North as well as South) ; but this was very rare in-
deed after the early years of the Nineteenth cen-
tury. I have met a case in 1820 and have heard of
one on dim recollection in about 1835.

On the other hand, in 1854, two young white men,
one of wealthy family, were hanged for the murder
of a runaway slave on whom they set their dogs,
every exertion of their attorneys proving unavailing.

The liberal sentiments inspired by the Revolu-
tion led to numerous manumissions, and there ap-
peared a number of pronounced abolitionists. Henry
Laurens reluctantly found the emancipation of his
$100,000 worth of slaves too much opposed by his
environment; but the emancipation sentiment never
died in his family. One branch of the Grimké family
went North and became extreme abolitionists. Many
lesser folk left the state, even far toward the mid-
century, on account of their detestation of slavery,
5,000 Quakers, it is stated, going in a short time.
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Before the spread of cotton culture the up country
had little interest in slavery. Timothy Ford, stating
in 1794 the reasons the low country planter could not
consent to proportional representation for the up
country, says that we cannot submit slavery to the
control of these free labor strangers. ‘“‘Our very
existence as a people depends upon the perpetual
observance of certain fundamental institutions, and
we cannot submit to any people on earth the power
of abrogating or altering them. * * * We must
cease to be altogether the instant we cease to be just
what we are.”” So early had slavery become the
master of the masters.

Before 1800 manumission was unrestricted, and
frequently heartless masters forced freedom upon
decrepit slaves to avoid supporting them in their de-
clining years. This led to the law of 1800, intended
to protect both the slave and the public, by requiring
the approval of a magistrate and five freeholders,
who should determine whether the slave was self-
supporting and would be a safe freeman. The sharp
check given to the increase of free negroes is proof
of the extent of the evil at which the law had been
aimed. The increase from 1790 to 1800 was 77 per
cent.; from 1800 to 1810 only 43 per cent. But 43
per cent. is itself very large, and the fact that in the
next decade it rose to 50 per cent. shows that the
principle of emancipation was widely entertained. Tt
is also true that racial antagonism had almost en-
tirely disappeared and that the slaves were treated
with extraordinary leniency.

This period of liberalism was unhappily ended by
three events: that ‘‘firebell in the night,’’ the Mis-
souri debates in 1819 and 1820 ; the abolitionist move-
ment taking shape in the early twenties; and the hor-
rible Vezey plot in 1822.
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Denmark Vezey, a freed negro of considerable in-
telligence, had organized a conspiracy extending ifs
connections as far north as Santee River, officered
by a corps of lieutenants, and embracing, it was es-
timated, 5,000 slaves. He told the negroes, alluding
to the Missouri debate, that Congress had freed them
and that their masters now held them illegally in
servitude. Seizing the vast wealth around them,
murder, arson, rape, and escape to San Domingo,
constituted the motives by which Vezey fired the
imagination of his followers. As St. Michael’s clock
tolled midnight on June 16, the massacre was to be-
gin. A faithful slave revealed the plot; the arrest
of apparently every leader followed. Their trials
were conducted with fairness and deliberation, each
negro having a lawyer appointed in his defence.
Thirty-five negroes were hanged; death was com-
muted to a lighter punishment in the case of twelve
others; twenty-two were transported; fifty-two were
acquitted.

As Vezey was a ‘‘free man of color,”’” the alarm
of the community was much aroused against this
class, and a movement was begun for their expul-
sion. In alarm, as the preamble states, at the great
increase of freedmen, a law had been passed, Deec. 20,
1820, forbidding emancipation except with the per-
mission of the legislature, and forbidding any free
negro to enter the state, unless he had previously
lived in it within the past two years. In 1823 even
these were forbidden to return.

In 1835, in reaction against the abolition move-
ment, it was enacted that a free negro who returned
after having been once expelled should be sold as a
slave, and severe penalties were denounced against
his white accomplices. All persons were forbidden
to bring into South Carolina any slave who had been
north of Washington city or to other free countries,
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and the sheriff was ordered to imprison during the
stay of vessels in a South Carolina port any free
negro sailor, passenger or employee. This last clause
embroiled South Carolina, in 1844, in a hot dispute
with Massachusetts, whose commissioner, Judge
Hoar, was compelled by the citizens of Charleston
to leave the state, even before the law, which the
legislature had promptly passed making a mission
such as his a crime, could be enforced.

In 1841 persons were forbidden to emancipate their
slaves by will or deed or to send them to a free state
or foreign country, or even to provide for their vir-
tual freedom under ownership. Anger and fear
had completely destroyed the spirit existing before
1820.

Space forbids more than a passing reference to
that interesting and pathetic class, the ““F. M. C.”’—
free man of color. Of these there were in South
Carolina in 1790, 1,801 ; in 1820, 6,826 ; in 1840, 8,276;
in 1860, 9,914. In 1860, of the large number in
Charleston, 360 were assessed for taxation, their
property being placed at $724,570—doubtless little
more than half its market value—and 130 of them
owned 390 slaves.

Manufactures.

As already indicated, the immense profits of rais-
ing cotton with slave labor spread that industry over
the state almost to the destruction and exclusion of
everything else. In 1814, 3,267,141 yards of cloth
were woven in the state, on 14,938 looms, all but 126,-
463 yards in the free labor up country. These goods
were valued at $1,678,223. In 1840 the value of the
state’s manufactures of cloth reached only $362,450.
In 1860 the same items reached $792,950, still less
than half the figures for 1820.

The total value of manufactured products in South
Vol. 2—4
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Carolina in 1810 is given as $2,216,212; in 1820 as
$168,666* ; in 1840, $5,638,823; in 1860, $8,619,195.

The variety of manufactures was always great,
though all but the textile industries were small: e. g.,
there was in 1840 a mill in Greenville producing an-
nually $20,000 worth of paper. The manufacture of
cotton cloth, however, has always been so much the
most important as to demand special notice.

Governor Glenn reports in 1748 or 1749 that a little
cloth was being woven in Williamsburg. As early as
1768 cotton cloth was manufactured and offered for
sale in the Darlington section. In 1777 one planter
had thirty negroes producing 120 yards of mixed
woolen and cotton cloth a week, spun and woven un-
der the instruction of a white man and woman. In
1790 the first ‘‘ Arkwright mill in America’’ was
operating in South Carolina.

The first considerable attempt at production of
cloth for commerce was made in 1808 by the ‘“South
Carolina Homespun Company’’ of Charleston, under
the presidency of Dr. J. L. E. W. Shecut. The orig-
inal capital of $30,000 was afterwards supplemented.

In 1812 plans which appear to have materialized
were on foot for a mill in Greenville county, to be
run by water and make 250 yards of cloth a day.
David R. Williams (governor, 1814-16) took advan-
tage of the high prices caused by the commercial re-
strictions during the period of the War of 1812 and
started a yarn and coarse cloth mill near Society
Hill, operated by his own slaves. It was still in ope-
ration in 1847.

Soon after these promising beginnings, however,
Calhoun, Cheves and other leaders threw their influ-
ence against manufacturing, and its development

*I am tempted to think that household manufactures must have been omitted in
1820 and included in other years. They are included in the figures I quote for 1814,
and evidently in those for 1810. In fact almost the entire cloth manufacture in
South Carolina was then in the household. Doubtless the larger part of the Eura-
pean manufacture was then done by Silas Marners at homa,
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was left largely to a number of New England settlers
who came, about 1816, to upper South Carolina and,
as Kohn so justly says, ‘“laid the foundation for”’
more than two million spindles that now ‘‘hum in the
Piedmont belt.””? These Yankee Hills and Weavers
started their enterprises about 1818, so nearly con-
temporaneously that priority is still in dispute.
After this the regular commercial manufacture, by
natives and New Englanders, never ceased. At one
time and another throughout the period several fac-
tories successfully worked slaves, under white over-
seers.

In 1847 William Gregg, one of the notable figures
in Southern industrial history, began operations at
Graniteville on the largest and best considered plans
up to that time attempted in the state. Gregg, a
Virginian, came to South Carolina on foot. He was
a skilled jeweler and watchmaker. Moving, with a
growing trade, from Columbia to Charleston, he be-
gan in about 1840 a vigorous campaign for the ex-
tensive building of mills. Governor Hammond
(governor 1842-4) estimated that in 1850 50,000 out
of the 275,000 white population were not able to pro-
cure a decent living. ‘‘Most of them,’’ he says, ‘‘now
follow agricultural pursuits in feeble yet injurious
competition with slave labor.”” Gregg states that he
saw hundreds of white women in Charleston in
wretched poverty for lack of occupation, and that
thousands of South Carolinians never passed a
month, from birth to death, without being *‘stinted
for meat,’” and he scoffed at the idea of needing more
negroes from Africa to supply labor. Gregg pro-
posed to abolish such conditions. His writings and
acts show him not only a captain of industry, but a
statesman.

In 1850 Gregg’s factory, Graniteville, in Aiken
county, had a main building of granite 350 feet long
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and was surrounded by a village of 1,000 inhabitants,
provided with ‘‘ornamental cottages’’ with gardens,
a school, a library, and a savings bank. No liquor
selling was allowed. The products of the mill took
the premium at an exposition in Philadelphia.

In 1847 there were ten cotton mills in operation in
South Carolina, and ‘‘an extensive establishment’’ in
erection. In 1860 there were seventeen, with a eap-
ital of $801,825.

Constitutional and Political Develcpment.

The constitution under which South Carolina con-
tinued until 1865 was adopted by convention in 1790,
and, by the practice then all but universal, put in
force without popular vote. The government was
one of great centralization, and the legislature was
well nigh supreme. Constitutional limitations upon
its authority were scanty; for years it elected every
official, from governor and presidential electors
down. In addition to being elected by the legislature,
the governor was also without veto power; so that
though many governors exercised much influence, it
was by reason of their personal strength. In gen-
eral, the governorship was a much less important of-
fice than now. For governor and legislators a mod-
erately high property qualification was required,
ten slaves being included for representatives, thus
effectually securing a certain species of property
and civilization.

Representation was apportioned without system,
and the one-fifth of the white people residing in the
old low country had a majority in each house. The
struggle for representation by white population, lost
in the convention of 1790, was renewed out of doors,
with Wade Hampton, Robert G. Harper, John Ker-
shaw, and, possibly most valuable of all, Joseph Als-
ton of Georgetown, as leaders. The fight was not
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won till 1808, and then by compromise. From that
time till after the war representation was appor-
tioned in the lower house according to wealth and
white population equally, each district having one
representative for each one sixty-second part of the
wealth or white population of the state. The sena-
tors were redistributed with more equity than be-
fore. This left the Senate in control of the low
country and the House in control of the up country,
so that the wealthy planter could not force injurious
measures upon the up country farmer, nor the num-
erous and impecunious up countryman endanger the
vested interest of the wealthy coast region. This was
not without its value, when, on one occasion in the
era of subsidizing railroads, a representative from
Charleston rebuked one from Spartanburg for pro-
posing to spend the state’s money to build a line
throngh his county, whose taxes actually had to be
supplemented by the state treasury in order to pay
the expense of administering the courts. This ar-
rangement later became Calhoun’s ideal of a gov-
ernment by interests, to which he wished to assim-
ilate the northern and southern representation in the
two houses of Congress, leaving the control of one
in the hands of each section.

One of the earliest results of the reform of repre-
sentation was that for the first time the legislature
began to elect governors from above the old low
country line. The sectional division was also recog-
nized in allowing the governor to reside where he
pleased, except during legislative sessions, in requir-
ing the supreme court to meet both in Charleston
and Columbia, in providing one treasurer for the
up country and one for the low country, and in re-
quiring the secretary of state and several other offi-
cials to keep offices both in Charleston and Columbia.

In 1810 every white man was made a voter; but
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land owners continued to enjoy the privilege of vot-
ing for representatives in any one county in which
they held property, and for county officers in all.
This amendment to the constitution was framed by
John S. Richardson.

Vermont, in 1786, is the only state that antedated
South Carolina in manhood suffrage.

Before many decades a number of the county
(called ““district’’ from 1798 to 1868) and other offi-
cials were made elective by the people. Twice at
least, about 1838 and 1847-56, there arose restiveness
against the absorption of authority by the legisla-
ture at the expense of the people. In 1838 it was an
attempt to have the governor, and in 1847-56 to
have the presidential electors, chosen by the people;
but in both cases Calhoun used his influence to crush
the movement, for the reason that it would reveal
the weakness of divided parties and lessen the state’s
influence in Congress.

South Carolina before 1860 never merged herself
in any party, though, except in 1832 and 1836, she
always voted with the Democrats, beginning with
1800. But she never sent a delegation to any na-
tional party convention until that in Charleston in
1860, and then not without hesitation. William C.
Preston and Waddy Thompson, restive at Calhoun’s
dictatorship, attempted in the later thirties, to or-
ganize a Whig party; but the movement was almost
negligible and was fiercely crushed. In 1844 the
‘Whigs cast only about 6,000 out of about 58,000
votes. Nevertheless a small number with broad con-
struction views continued to vote Whig to the last.

An interesting phase of constitutional history oc-
curred in connection with the development of the
power of courts to decide unconstitutional acts of the
legislature. A decision of this kind in South Caro-
lina in 1792 was the sixth or seventh in the United
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States. In 1798 Gov. Charles Pinckney protested vig-
orously, and sought to have this new power abolished.

Internal Improvements.

The transportation problem in South Carolina was
to get the cotton crop to market. The system of poor
roads maintained by local authorities proved utterly
inadequate and lead to an ambitious scheme of pub-
lic works at state expense. This was supplemented
by private canals and toll roads. The introduction
of railways marked another era.

The earliest and most notable of the canal enter-
prises was the Santee Canal. This was one of the
first canals of its length in the United States. It was
one expression of the energetic efforts to develop
transportation which led to the internal improve-
ment policy of Gallatin and Clay, the Erie Canal,
and, eventually, the vast railway system of to-day.
The Santee Canal Company was chartered in
1786 and begun construction in 1793. The canal
was open in July, 1800. The stock was divided
into 720 shares, at $1,000 each, assessed as need
arose. Most of this was consumed in the construc-
tion, which cost $650,667.* The engineer was Col.
John Christian Senf, a Hessian, who was captured
with Burgoyne, embraced the American cause and
was sent to South Carolina.f He was a skilful en-
gineer, but a very jealous man, and deliberately chose
an expensive and difficult route rather than the one
dictated by the topography and water courses that
had previously been suggested by Mouzon. The
canal is now in ruins, though some of the locks, built
of brick and originally capped with marble, are
standing. As though it were yet a reality, it still ap-
pears on the map, where it can be seen much more

plainly than upon its crumbled banks. The canal
* This figure is from Porcher. Phillips says about $750,000.

tThis statement, contrary to the traditional statement, is "derived from a high
class contemporary MS. recently discovered by the writer. .
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left Santee River about seven miles east of Eutaw
Springs and ran, as though in la belle France itself,
through old St. Stephens and St. John’s Berkeley
among the homesteads of Mazycks, Porchers, Du
Boses, Ravenals, Gourdins, (Gaillards, Bonneaus,
Pontoux and Mottes, south-southeast to the northern
branch of Cooper River, just east of Monk’s Corner.
The rapids on the Congaree Broad, Saluda and Wa-
teree rivers were circumvented by canals, and thus
more than half the counties of the state were en-
abled to send their produce to Charleston by inland
water transportation. Soon freight began to arrive
in the narrow, shallow boats from within thirty-five
miles of the Blue Ridge.

The canal was twenty-two miles long, twenty feet
wide at the bottom and thirty-five at the surface of
the water, which stood four feet deep. The highest
level was thirty-four feet above Santee River and
sixty-nine feet above the Cooper. The locks were
60 by 10 feet, and admitted boats of twenty-two tons
burden. All the rough work was done by slave labor.
The skilled hired white mechanics died off pitifully
among the swamps and canal traverses. For a
mile and a half, in fact, it was a wooden trough
carried above the ground.

The canal was a disastrous venture for its stock-
holders, as its annual profits at the highest, were
hardly 3 per cent. A toll of $21 per boat was
charged each way. The greatest amount of business
appears to have been in about 1830, when the tolls
reached $20,000. The value of the canal to Charles-
ton is indicated by the fact that for the year ending
Sept. 30, 1827, it brought all but 59,000 of the 200,000
320-pound bales of cotton that entered the ecity.

Three years of drought, 1817-19, so severe as to
deprive the upper levels of the canal, in its badly
chosen situation, of water, led the legislature to
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build turnpikes from the coast to the up country.
Steam engines were used to pump water into the
canal. But its doom was sealed by a more formid-
able enemy than turnpikes and droughts. In 1842 a
branch of the railroad from Charleston to Hamburg,
opposite Augusta, was completed to Columbia. In
1848 another branch reached Camden. The canal, in
rapid decline since 1848, was abandoned in 1858,

The passion for ‘‘internal improvements’’ took
possession of South Carolina in 1817. In 1818 the
legislature appropriated one million dollars to be
expended during four years for road and ecanal
building and river clearing. In the ten years 1816-25
the state government expended for these ends $1,-
712,662, and for several years after about $100,000
annually; but the fever subsided for a time after
1828, to be renewed later in favor of railroads. The
old ‘“State road’’ from Charleston through Holly
Hill and St. Matthews to Columbia and an extension
through Newberry and Greenville to Saluda Gap on
the North Carolina line were built during this period.
But the turnpike and toll system was a failure, as the
people did not consider the advantages worth the
cost in tolls. The turnpikes were allowed to fall into
absolute neglect.

The turnpikes, says Phillips, to whose account I
am chiefly indebted, had been during this period
the main reliance of Charleston in the plucky fight
she waged for a century to draw export trade to her
port. The invention of railroads caused the abandon-
ment of the unsatisfactory and languishing system.
The Charleston of 1825-40 was one of the most alert
and progressive business communities in America.
She was the mainspring in half of the larger rail-
road enterprises in ante-bellum South Carolina, and
one of the heaviest financial burdens upon her city
government to-day is paying the interest on the sub-
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sidies she advanced in these enterprises. The old
city looked to the upland cotton belt and continually
beyond as far as the Mississippi River for the sub-
stance of a vast commerce to pass over her railways
and through her harbor to the outside world. It is
a story full of high endeavor and heroic effort; but
ports further to the west and north, favored by ac-
cessibility to the fields and mines, have passed her
in the race. In 1774, even with the great stagnation
in trade produced by non-importation, ete., South
Carolina’s exports and imports equalled $3,624,035;
in 1821, $10,207,624 ; in 1856 for Charleston, $19,228,-
803; in 1890, $14,353,395<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>