
CHAPTER X71 

THE TALBOT AND MIDDLESEX SETTLE- 
hn?,KTS 

1rhnl o Jam, .Ehvrico, #R this p~rhIfc ?mlI 
Ire Rmr so nvtlclr nbouf, b r ~ l  nsrm m:- 
11710 fin to the trtob, m m  elan. twa I l t m  i l l  
IWtcre honcal Jack mctd m m  wl f i m r h  frer. 

Old Play. 

0 NE of the most remarhble chapters in thc 
history of Canadian pioneer life is  that of the 

"Ihlhot settlement, in what Is now the county of 
Elgin in Ontario. 

The Ilistory of this important undertaking, with 
that of the cceentric and remarkable undertaker 
is related in a very able and exhaustive contribu- 
tion to the Royal Society of Canada by Dr. Cnjne, 
F .R .S .C ., of Sr. Thornas, whose grandfather was 
a prominent member of the early Talbot settle- 
ment. 

'The Honourable Thornas Talbt, of Port Talht, 
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on the shores of Lake Erie, and the founder through 
long years of toil and expense of one of the most 
suecessfu l Upper Canada settlements, remains to- 
day as one of the most picturesque and interesting 
personalities in the history of our country. About 
the lives of fcw men has there gathered so much 
of the romantic and thc mysterious as has become 
attached to his. When his real. story is known, 
thc elements of tragedy lie deep beneath the seem- 
ingly strange events of his life and his sudden 
self -banishment from the court and camp of the 
Old \\'orEd ro the rough hardships of a pioneer 
condition in the New. 

A5 rcgards tl~c man himself and his evident 
life-ltragedy, those who care to study the subject 
will find all the details in the ably-collcctcd memoirs 
of Dr. Coync, with its long list of documents bear- 
ing on the subject. Let i t  suffiec hcrc to say that 
Col. Thornas "I'alhot, the intimate friend of the 
Dukc o l  Cumberland and Arthur WeIlcsley, after- 
ward Dukc of II'ellington, suddcnIy sold his com- 
mission in thc army in ~ 8 0 0 ,  and carnc out to 
Upper Canada, whcre he got a grant of 5,000 
acres of land, with the avowed object of settling 
that part of the province with emigrants from the 
Old Land. He had been in Upper Canada some 
years before as aide-de-camp to Simeoe, and his 
settlement included a large area along thc nort hem 
shore of Lake Erie. 

Because of his aristocratic connections, his 
prominence in British society, and for other reasons, 
Talhot has by some been cornparcd with MacNab, 
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whose settIernent has alreatly been deaIt wirlr. In 
some few superficial aspects there i s  a similarity 
in tlicir object, but thcrc the comparison ccascs, 
13oth, it is tntc, were rcgardcd as eccentric, httt 
ivhereas h2acNah has becn sl~own to bc impractical 
in his idcnls nnrE methocts, the oppasitc is truc of 
'F'albot. Dr. Coync, who is an impartial and not 
by any means a too lenient student of this remark- 
alile Inan, says of Talbot : " But aristocrat as Ite 

was, ancl with all his eccentricities, therc was a 
praci iral side to Talbot's character, and he looked 
rorwarrl 3 s  well *?S I->sckwarrl. I-lis importancc ;IS 
onc of thc makers of Cannrla is  hasccl upon the 
11 Inn of sett lernent t\*l~iclr hc forrncd, or rat her 
ndoptc0, and which he continued to carry out with 
clinrnctcristic determination far nearly half a ccn- 
tury." Dr. Coyne gives a proper estimate of 
Tallrot's place in Canadian history in rhe following 
surzrmary of his accornplisl~rncnt as a father of 
Cnnndinn pioneer settlcmcnt : " As founder of the 
Talbot settlement, hc attached his nanlc to one 
of tlrc richest and most praspcrous agriculmral 
regions in the world, extending from Long Point 
to the Detroit River. TElc Talbot Road is the 
Eangcst, and was for many pcars the bcst, as it 
still is onc of the hest, in thc province. 'Tlic pra- 
pcrty of t he  Talhot scttlers \\.as systematically and 
rutonsivcl y advertised. The Cuvcrnmcnt rnncle usc 
of i r  for the purposc of attracting immigrants to 
all parrs of the province. Throughout Crppcr 
Canada the settlement was held up as a model for 
imitation." 
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Talbot's scheme of settlement, so far as the 
Scottish settles was concerned, included especially 
the townships of Dunwich, Aldborough, South DOT- 
ehestcr, and ru'orth Yarmouth, which he settled 
largely with Argyllshire Highlanders. Their lan- 
page was principally Gaelic, and many of them 
had emigrated as a constyucncc of proclamations 
offering grants of from one hundred to two hundred 
acres to each settler. The setrlcment, which was 
started in 1803, was for many years stayed by 
thc war of r 8 I z- r 4 ; and thesc pioneers snff ered 
much from invaders from the south across the lake. 
W h e n  the war was closed in r S r 6 ,  a few Scottish 
and Ulster Scottish settlers arrived from the United 
States and settled in Dunwict~ and Aldborough. In 
the same year some families of the Selkirk settle- 
ment of Kilclonan on the Red River, who had 
removed into Upper Canada, among them the 
Mclleth family, came in and settled. These were 
followcd about 181 9 by a large influx of Argyll- 
shire Highland emigrants who took up land in 
Aldborough. These settlers formed a very desir- 
able addition to tllc population, being of a superior 
class. So many camc from Argyllshire, that when 
the Marquess of Lorne, as Governor-General, 
visited St. Thomas in 1 8 8 1 ,  the descendanrs of 
thesc early settlers gathered in tliousands and pre- 
scnted him with an address. A printed copy of this 
address, which was composed by the Rev. Dr. 
McNish, a noted Gaelic scholar and a native of 
Argyll, is in the Library of Parliament at Ottawa. 
I t  i s  signed by hundreds, including many Camp- 
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Gibson ; Wm. Gibson ; Robr. Gibb ; Gesrge Gibb ; 
John Gillies ( I )  ; Archd. Gillies ; Calin Gillies ; 
John GilPics (2) ; Wm. Gunn ; Angus Gray ; John 
Cillies ( 3 )  ; John Gillies (4) ; Alex. Gray ; John 
Gray ; Duncan Gillies ; Neif Galbraith ; Neil 
Haggard ; Atex. Haggard ; John Kerr ; Robt. 
Kerr ; John Livingston ; John Leitcl~ (I) ; Dun- 
can Eeitch ; Colin Leitch ; llafcolrn ; Leitch ; John 
Leitch (2) ; Neil Leitch ; Donald McIntyre ; John 
McPherson ; Duncan McLelland ; Robt. McDer- 
mand ; Wm. McDermand ; Abr. Mcrntyre ; James 
McKay ; John McCallurn ( 1  ) ; John McCallum 
( 2 )  ; John hfathcsan ; John McLyman ; Wugh 
McKean ; Carson hlcCwrdy ; James McLean J 

Keil McPhail ; Alcx. McNnbb ; Duncan McNabb ; 
Danicl McKinley ; John fillclLean ; Petcr hlcKinIey 
( I ) ; John RfcDugald ( r ) ; Duncan McFarland ; 
Donatcl RIcGregor ; Archd. McIntyre ( ) ; Angus 
McIntyre ( 1 )  ; Findlay McDermod ; Doaald Mcln- 
tyre ( a )  Donald RlcNaughton ; AIIan hlcDonald ; 
Angus McKay I Gregor McGregor ; John Rfenzie ; 
Laughlan McDugaId ; Donald McEmen ; Neil 
hiclcan ; Duncan hfcLean ; Duncan McKinley ; 
James McKinley ; Peter McKellar (I) ; Arch. 
B-IcLcan ; Donald Mctean ( r ) ; John McIntyre ; 
Alalcolrn Mclntyre F Duncan McIntyrc ( I  ) ; Donald 
hlcDermod ; MaIcoIrn McNaughton ; Duncan 
3IcCallum ; Duncan McCall ; Thos. McCall ( I ) ; 
Samuel McCaI1 ; Duncan McKillop ; Archd. 
hlcKilIop ; Donald ~ ~ c K i ~ l o p  ; Donald McNpine ; 
~Ia lco lm McAlpine ; Donald McGregor ; Angus 
hlclntyre 12) ; Donald McIntyre (3) ; John 
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McTatkh ; John hlunro ; Colin Munro ; Archd. 
3lunra ( I I ; Gcorge Jft~nro ; John hfcKeftar ( I ) ; 
Peter McKcllnr (2 \ ; Neil bfunro ; Archcl. hlunro : 
lllcs. Mclntyre ; Dugjtlrl l l c lntyre  : Duncan 
3Icl.ntyrc 1 2 )  ; Btlgald SlcLart!. ; Donald hlcPha- 
drain ; Neil MePhadrain ; Aiex. hlunro : Donald 
McArthur ; John 3Ich'cllar (2) r Arclld. McKellar ; 
nougalci k1cKcllar : tlrchd. hlcrntyrc ( I )  ; Bun- 
can McCallum ( 2 )  ; John hicLcan ; DonaId Mcln- 
tyre ( 4 )  ; Alcx. McPhnil ; hrchd. McTavish ; John 
McCachna : Donald McCugan ; DonaEd Mc'tiean 
( 2 )  ; John hicDougaId (2)  ; Aschd. McArthur ; 
John Mctlrthur ; Duncan I'attcrson I ) ; Arel~d. 
Patterson I l ; Donald Patterson ( I ) ; J.zmcs 
Paul ; Donaild Patterson (2) ; ..Zrchd, Pattersnn 
E t  'I : John Pat terson ; Buncan Patterson ( 2 )  ; I-Iugh 
Ruthvcn ; Colin Ruthven ; Jarnes Ruthven ; iLIaE- 
colm R a l ~ r t s o n  ; IVm, Stewart ; Duncan Stewart ; 
Rnl~t .  S't~aw ; Donalrl Sutherland ; Gcorge Sutller- 
land ; Alexander Sutherland : John St. Clair ; 
Daniel St. Clair ; John Smith ; David Full ; Neil 
Walker ; Angus \\'alker ; Donald Walker. 

CVhat is especially remarkable in this list is the 
number of emigrants bearing the same name. 
There are four Archibald Campbells and the same 
number of Donald >Iclntyres, and in the Iist they 
are each h o l m  by their special number. The 
descendants of these 207 heads of families numbcr 
thousands in all parts of Canada who are among 
our most prominent citizens. 



The county of Middlesex was largely settled by 
Scottish imm igranrs, and many of the townsliips, 
such as hfcGillivray and Lobo, hear witness to 
this in their names. 

'The first ministers of the Church of Scotland 
in Middlesex were Abxander Ross and Donald 
3,lcKcnzic, who both took the oath of allegiance 
in I S;z. Other cnrly Presbyterian clergy were 
John Scott ; lvilliarn Proudtoot ; \V. Mcliellican, 
I 833 ; Alexander McKcnzic, i R37 ; Daniel Men,  
1838 ; Donald hlcKellar, of Lobo, 1 8 3 9  ; Dunclan 
Mchlillan : \l 'iIlims, I S39 ; Lachlan bIc'Pherson, 
Ekfrid, 1846 ; and IViHiarn R. Sutherland, Ekfrid, 
r 848. 
In the history of Middlesex there is given the 

following lists of Scottish marriages, by Presby- 
terian ministers. Twenty-four marriages, from 
~Zugust 6, I 83 j, to April 29, r 83 5 ; twenty-three 
from May 7, r 835, to Nov. to, r 836 ; and nine 
from February 17, r 837, to December 8th of same 
year ; a12 recorded by the Rev. IVm. Proudfoot of 
the Associate Secession Church. 

In r S 3 S seven marriages are recorded by the 
Rev. Jarnes Skinner, of the United Secession 
Church ; and in 1836-7 he records four others. 
In I 535 the Rev. IVm, Fraser registered two con- 
tracts ; and the Rev. D. McKenzic four in I 834-7. 

AI1 of these marriages are, with a few exceptions, 
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betrvccn Scottish persons, and nil1 be valunblc 
data for famiIy history. 

Owing to a scarcity of clergy of the Scottish 
Church, many of the settlers joined the naptist 
and R.IrthoJisc Churches. In the former denomina- 
tion and its onshoot, The Church of the Disciples, 
pron~inent clergy in Xiiddfcsex \\*ere : LSngald 
Campbell, t S35 : lsaac Elliot, rS39 ; Dugaid Sin- 
elair, Labo, I S39 ; ancl Richard ihdrews, r 840. 
There are also recorded marriages by Baptist and 
hlethodist clergy, many of which were between 
pcrsons of Scottish birth or origin. 
In I S 3  I ,  the chairman of tllc Quarter Session 

was John Destwirick, rvhile two othcr Scotsmen, Dun- 
can McKenzie and John Mitchcfl, sat as magis- 
trates. In I S42 thc County Council containcd the 
t o t l o ~ ~ i n ~  Scotsmc~~ : 1,nrvrence Lsurcson, --Indrew 
hloore, 'Fhornas Coync, Thomas Duncan, John D. 
Anderson, AreI~ibald 31 iller, l saac Campbtll, I-Iiram 
Crawford, John Edwards, and Jolrn S, Buchanan. 
In r S43n Thomas Graham replaced Moore, Jamcs 
hfurray replaced nuchanan, and Samuel Kirkpatrick 
replaced Duncan. 

In tllc First Regiment af the Middlesex Militia 
were the fol!owing Scottish names : Lieut,-Col. L. 
Patterson ; a J 32cQueen ; Captains R.  
GilFis, J. BlcKinEay, J. Parterson, G. Jlunro ; 
Lieutenants McCaIl, Gillics, D. RlcKinley, Black- 
wood, and E. XfcKinley ; Ensigns hfclntyse, 
McCregor, and Sinclair. 

The f rst settler in London, the county tom,  was 
Peter McGregor, a Scotsman, who sertled these 
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in 1826. InJuneof 1827 Robert Carfrae,another 
Scotsman, came to the place. 

The tawnshit~ of Ekfricl was one of the leading 
Scottish settlements in Middlesex. Among tllc 
pioncers rverc : John CarnpbclE, . h p s  Campbell, 
Donald hlcTaggart, ArchibaId h1 iller, John 
hlclachtan, John Elliot, Donald hIcGupm, and 
Duncan hleCaI1. Among tl~ose who camc in I S _; j 
\tTcrc Dougald Patterson, Duncnn Carnpbcll, 
Donald McFarlanc, I-Iugh Rankin, and Alexander 
McMaster. 

Among the pioncers and early scttlers of EEfrid 
still living tl~crc in F SAo tvcrc, witlr tlre date of zE~cir 
settlemcnt : Angus Carnpbcll, I SzS ; Duncm 
M c G r c p r ,  z 8 3 0  ; Laclilnn and Angus McTaggart, 
1 3 3 1  ; Robt. Ors ancl N .  RlcLellan, r S ~ z  ; Jas. 
Gowanlock, X. Srevenson, and A. ivlcDougal, 1 8 3 3  ; 
David Dohie, I 334 ; Jas. Allen, E-Iugh hIcLachlan, 
I-Iector McFarlane, and C. &lcRol)erts, I S 3  5 ; 
Angus ChishcrIm, 1 S36 ; Alexander htcDean, r 837 ; 
John E. Camptell, 1839 ; Jolin A. Bobie, Alex- 
ander McKellnr, and ArcI~ibnld McIntyrc, 1S40 ; 
Jas. G. BeggI Alexander Edclie, Gcerge C. Elliot, 
Robert MC Kay, Alexandcr ilIcNeill, and Uanief 
McCrea, z S42 ; David Cowan and Adam Clarke, 
I 8 4 5 ; Duncan McRea, r 849. 

The first township afiices on record are those 
of 1833. Those elected then m r c  : Duncan 
McLean, clerk ; Christophex Sparling and Jarnes 
Mclntpe,  assessors ; D .  AIcLean, collector ; John 
.McInzosh, John Campbell, Hugb McXIpine, John 
Galbraith, Robert Parker* James McLeIlan, Andrew 
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ITTilson, Malcolm Galbraith, John JlcCallurn, Alex. 
hlcInt!*re, and Pctcr SIcD~nafd, road masters ; 
'l'hos. Curt is, Donalcl McTaggart , and Joscph I'rolTo, 
tvardens. 

In I $40, John Xlclntyrc, Makolrn Camphell, and 
John 3IcIieUar ~wrc clecsed wardens, tvit1-1 hlalcolm 
3Ic I'arl~nc, collcctor. TIC first rncntioned school 
and library commissioners, in 1344, were John 
Mr:lntyre: DonalrI 3IcPartane, s ~ n i o r ;  John R .  
McRac, senior, flumpllrcy Campbcl l, and Jalm 
Carnphll. 

Thc totntship or Lobo ~vas another noted Scottish 
scttlcment. Et was stlrr?cycd in r8 ~9 by I3urwel1, 
ancl t l~c nest yeas a large immigration of scttlcrs 
frorn tlrgyllshirc in Scotland ~?ourccl in, and took 
lip land tl~roughout thc wvholc township. ~ l r ~ ~ ~ i b a l ~ l  
A'lcArtllur anrl Thornas Gavcrhill ~t*\'cre tltc senior 
or first counciIlors. Julm Ilatsis was the first 
t reawrer, Iluncan hfc130ugall was collcctor of 
tnscs. TR 1842, I-Tug11 Cnrnmichnel was clctk, and 
Duncan McLean was chairman of CounciI. Among 
the patlimastcrs wcrc John Ldwards, Ncil $ 1 ~ 1  ntyrc, 
.Archd. I'au l l, hTcLcan, Donald McAll istcr, I l ugh 
Jol~nson, John Campbet l ,  llugh Dewar, Duncan 
Ill cBain. Other offtcials wcrc .4rchd. Mcticllar, 
lllalealm Gray, Jos. Alclntosb, Hugh Johnson, and 
Donalcl Johnson. Tn r S44 Xlesa~sder Sinclair IVAS 

chairman of Council ; John Brown, clerk ; John 
Gray, assessor ; and Arehd. McVicar, collector of 
thues. In 1 8 4 2  there were sis schools in the town- 
ship. The Scottish teachers were John CampbeEl, 
Donald McCrea, IVilliam Munro, and John Ross. 
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The first inspector for Lobo in I 844 was Alexander 
Sinclair, and in 1862 Thornas Vrc. The names of 
the first settlers who were heads of farnilics in 
1 8 20 were : Malcolm hIcCall, Donald Lamont, 
Dugald McArthur, and the Jahnson, Sinclair, and 
3IcIiellar farnilics ; also fiuncan McKcith, Kcil  
hIcI<eith, I-IugIr Carmichael, CharIcs Carrnichact, 
John hZcIntyrc and family, Duncan MC Z ntvrc, 
Archibalcl Campbcll, Malcolm Campbell, John 
McLachlan, Johrt McCa11, John McUugaII, aftcs- 
wards Justicc of the Pcace, and John Gray and 
family, 

Thc township of hlcGillivray was not as 
lhoroughly Scottish in its origin as Ekfrid and 
Lobe, but contained a very strong Scottish ele- 
ment. Scotsmcn arc mentioned at different periods 
as hcing among the leading township officers. In 
I 843, 'rhos. Lsughlin was pound-keeper ; W. 
Henry, K. Long, and Isaac hloodie, wardens ; and 
I'hos. Laughlin and George Barber, school corn- 
missioners. In I 846, James Sirnpson was assessor. 
In ~848, Andrew Neil was a warden, and in I S j ~ ,  
John Graham was an auditor. In I 8 52, John Cor- 
bett was reeve. Andrew Erskine took up Iand in 
1852. David Cameron settled here in 1849,  aged 
seven years. His father Samuel came from Scot- 
land in 1842 and settled in Lobo. Other names 
are : Donald McKenzie, Jas. Corbett, I S43 ; A. 
Erskine, 1 849 ; Wm. Frastr, I S 58 ; T. McInnis, 
1 8 5 3  ; Jamcs Marr, 1852 ; C. T. McPherson, 
r 8 5 3 ; R. Neil, I 8 5 2 ; Duncan Stevenson, I S ; r . 
Other families mentioned in 1866 were either 
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Scottish or Ulster Scots, such as the Hanns, 
Kennedys, Carnerons, N ichals, I,athrops, John 
McVicar, Logans, and Christies. 

Another strongly Scottish settlement of Middle- 
sex was the township of BIora. 

Leading Srotsnlen among its early settlers wcrc : 
John Coync, Archibald McCallurn, Archibald Camp- 
Ilell, Andrew Flcrning, Georgr: Fleming, John D. 
Anclerson, Donald Fcrgt~san, who married Janc 
XIc1,nchlan in 88 r 8, and died in I 8 j I .  I-fugh 
3lcLachlan was another old settler. 

Cnpr. Will im Sjw~cs, of Glencoe ( I  834) ; 
Donatcl McLcan ( t 8341, and Archd. Campbcll 
( r  R I 8 I, were other noted settlers. Other names 
are Dobic, Part, McTntyrc, Walker, Sirnpsnn, 
3Ic.hlpine, and itrrnstrong. I n  thc oldest extant 
record-book. dated J 857, NeiJ lMunro, Ceorge 
Curtie, and Charles Armstrong are councillors. 
The village of Gicncoc i s  so callrd aftct the famous 
glc~l of that name in Scotland. The first sus- 
veyors werc A. P.  McDonald and Ross, As late 
as 1860 the lcading citircns ~ncluded many Scots- 
men. J. W. Campbell was the first reevc. Other 
names are Dr. TvIcIntyre, Charles &furray, John R. 
McRae, Dr. McKelJar. 

The township of East Williams formed part of 
the lands of the Canada Company, and were sur- 
veyed hy McDonald, of Goderich. 1 t was settled 
in I S 3 3  by many Scotsmen and their families, such 
as those of Donald McIntash, Donald Hendenon, 
Donald Fsaser, James Ross, James MC Phemon, 
James Bsemntr, FIugh McKenzie, and Hugh Craw- 
ford. Alexander Smart, J 532 ; John Stewart, 
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r 832 ; Donald Hendcrson, I 832 ; David Clu- 
ness, r 833 ; John Levie, I $34, were early 
settlers. The Rosses and Mcf ntoslles were 
noted families. Capt. Hugh hlcIntosh, tlre 
Andersons, CarnpbeIls, McQuillicans, McNeil Is, 
Colin Scatchercl, Wm. Frascr, David 1-1. C r a i ~ ,  
Alex. Ji. McDonalrl, Neil McKinnon, IViIIiam 1-131- 
bert, wcre all natcd sesidcnts. In r 880 thc leading 
old residents of the township were : Tafford Camp- 
hell, 3 1947 ; Jarnes Can~pbell, I S46 ; John Ding- 
man, I 833 ; Donald McNaughton, I 834  ; John 
Lcvie, I 834 ; John Leitch, I 843 ; Ncil McTaggart, 
1193 r ; Wm. Mclntash, I 8 3  I ; Hugh hlcDonald, 
r840 ; Davicl McKcnzie, rS3h ; John L. McKenzie, 
1#3r ; hIaIcolrn Mclntyrc, 1 8 7 j  ; IVm. Menaic, 
2844 ; John Morc, 1846 ; John Mflligan, 1848 ; 
Tas. D. McDonald, r 848 ; A. J. Ross, r 833 ; 
Donald Ross, I 832 ; Duncan Stewast, r X44 ; 
Donalcl C. Stewast, I 833 ; John Stcwart, 184 j. 

This is a gaocl example of the Scottish stock 
in a reprcscn tat ivc Canadian community founded 
by men of Scottish extraction. 'fhc village of 
Nairn, in I 885, was also composcd largely of 
Scottish inhabitants. 

IVest Williams was settled by the same stock as 
East Williams, the names being Stewart, McKenzie, 
Campbell, Cameron, Cluness, Ross, McNeill, &c. 

There are to-day hundreds of families in that 
and adjoining districts who are descendants of 
these early settlers in the M iddesex townships. 
There are also thousands of people of Scottish 
descent scattered a11 through Western Ontario, of 
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whom no mention can be made in a work of this 
size and purpose. The author has endeavuured in 
this v e f w c  to give but a general dscription of the 
lcading and most noted Scottish hives or central 
cornmunit ies, and ir is to be lioped that the material 
ga thercd together in this work may encourage IocaI 
historians to pay more attention to the archives 
of thc counties and towns throughout the 
different provinces of thc Dominion. As Joseph 
Howe said : "' A wise nation preserves its tccords, 
gathers up its monuments, decorates the graves of 
its illustrious dcad, repairs the great public struc- 
tures, and fosters national pride and l o \ ~  of ceun- 
try by perpetual refctcnccl to the sacrifices and 
glories of the past."' 
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