
N our last chapter W dealt with authors of I the Canadian \17crt. \Ye are in rhc l~nl l i t  of 
classing them as mcn of ttiought. \Vhile Scotlanri 
has produced a full quota of mcn and women 
of this cllass, tllc l a ~ d  of brown heath Ilas 
probably been even more celebrated for its men 
of act ion, as our f sequent portraitust has nl read y 
shown. Along wit11 such mcn as Sir AIcxmder 
Mackcntic, Lord Sclkirk, and Sir G e o r p  Simpsnn 
w r  may class Lord Strathcona, I t  1\95 lay no 
accidr-nt that Donald rllcxanrlcr Smith, I hc Idorcl 
Stmthcona of subscqucnt yram, brcarnc: a fur 
trnrlrr and a proalincnt Factor in t h ~  Fluctson's 
Bay Company and Rupcrt's Land. He MS rclatcrl 
to I'ctcr and C'uthbcrt Granr on his father, 
Alexander Smithes, side and on his mother's side to 
the famous l~rothers John m d  Jam- Stuart, of 
the North-\Vest Fur Company, of whom we 
hmz written. Donatd Smith was horn in Forrrs, 
in Morayshire, in r 8 m, and scccived a goad educa- 
tion for the time. Fillcd with the tales of the 
f u r  trade told by his relations on tl~cir return 
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10 Scotlancl, ; l t ~ c l  posses~ctl wit 11 visiom of future 
grcatncss, ;It tl~c ngr of cightrrt~ Iw cniigrazed 
rn rhc land of tllr .-!uror:~ Iiorcfilis, and was sent 
lrom hlontrcal very soon aftcr to spend a 
~rticmtion (I[ time on tllc shorrs of ilucl-:on nay. 
At Moosc Factory and clsc~vhcrc. but more 
~ - b l x c i ; ~ l I y  nn thc rugged co;~.it of Lal~rndor-a 
sclruol for thc cultivation of tllc hardy virtues of 
the f u r  traclcr, tllc csplorcr, and tlrc d n r i n ~  man 

thtr .;r;i-hc spcnt thc yrars of his aplrrcnticc- 
ship, The inhospitable sl~rrrc of Labrador, as 
rlvscribcd in somc measure l,? Carscrcat or Cabot, 
!lad losr few of i ts  terrors in tlie ninctcenth ccntury, 
clurinx more than thirty years of \vllich young 
Smith grctv to 1~ a ulcrk, a Chief 'I'rader, and 
in 1 S h 3  a Chief Factor of tElc Iludson's Bay 
cornpany. His recitals, heard by the tvritcr from 
h i s  rlnm lips, toll of kcrrihly tlangrsous and twari- 
so~nc ion rneys along thc inhospita hlc cot~st of 
r r  l'ho f ro~cn  coast, klic rxpsurc  to 
privation, to Ilungcr and the prospcct of rniscrable 
starvation, the danger of a i)oistcrous sea and 
tllc trrrtrrs rlf, Inany points, :In uninl~abited 
sl~ore, tlic uncertainty of Snrlian anci Eskimo 
intrigue, the cold shoulder shotv~l l ~ y  many narrow- 
rnindcrl Moraviar~s of tlie coast, a11d rhc rli~Xcul- 
tics of carrying an succc~sful trarfc when the 
fishing was poor and the scattered pcople were In 
rnis~r;tble poverty-:ill joined to make a lift not 
to l ~ e  mcasurcd l ~ y  mcrc scnsons of time, l~ut  by 
years dmggcd out by reco2lccrbns of anxieties, 
cilis;~ppointmcnt.c, 2nd Irumnn misery. 
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Ncvcrthrlrss. the l-iudsnn's Bay Campnny \ms 
solvrrit ;tn(l thr Ilank nf 1Inntrr:tl was R ~ , c K ~ ,  50 

that, as W;LS t11c cast- when a young man of fair 
education as a clerk tunled out \r~t.ll  and had fairly 
rapid promotion, Danald -4. Smith, on his recall 
from ;I scrvicc of morr than thirty pcarii tn take 
a promii~cnt place as Chicf I'actor in hinntrcnl, 
found awn it in^ him thc savinp of sucC~ n lifc- 
titnc i~rnnunting to, say. C lo,ooo-a rcry rnodcst 
recompense for tlrc ycam of strenuar~s toil and 
1.sl105~1st an the shnrcs of llutl5on Hay anti 
I,nhtatFnr, which wc may speak ot as a district 
~cxtcntling from 3Yonse F:~ctory to REgolcttc. 
'I'llc Chief Fartor of little more tllan five years' 
standing was expecting to follow out the even 
tcnar of his way in the staid okl l-tudson's 133). 
Company Slousr at Mont real, for tfie I-Ionoural~le 
Company from its housc in Lime Street, liondon, 
to klwntrcal. Fort .tI;arry, Red Iiivcr. and Fort 
Uhipcwyan, on Lakc Athahascn, was a marvellous 
e s ; ~ ~ n p l c  of what mutinrr may come to with a history 
of two httndrctl years hcl~ind i t .  'This was C'llief 
Factor Stnit 11's prospect as hc sat in t l ~ c  1-luclst~n's 
Ilay Company affices, hIontrca1, cxptxting tn do 
as all otlter Chief Factors had donc. and by and 
by be carried to Mount Royal Cemetery and lie 
rinder the granite  with " Rt?quiescat in pace " 
uvsitren abovc him. But this was not to be with 
tl~is  Scotsman of midclte age ~ v h o  hacl come from 
kahrador . 

'The sudden autbrcak of tl~c RieI Kebcllion on 
the Rcd River in the autumn of r SOg startled 
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all Canada. The l~opc of CanncL~ of lleing able 
10 advanr.r j l r i t ~ s l ~  prrtvcr ant! Canadian interest 
on the prairies oC the far west ~LS for a time 
her- IotrtIctl . 'I'lic I3omininn C;ovrrnmcnt had acted 
with a sinffular want of shrc\~dness and compre- 
hrnsion. I 'h ry  Ilatl cvrn gonc on tvitl~out 
csnmining the r ights  of thc residents of Red 
River Settlcmcnt or of the Hurlson's nay  Com- 
pany's officers and tctiretl servants. Ordinary 
hurnnnit y and consirIcration hail hrcn neglected. 
Hut 10 l n v c  Fort Garry in the Iwnds oC a rchctlious 
hand of nntircs and to have Canatlians in prison 
~ ~ r ~ c l r r  t h ~  I:riti.;h f l a ~ ,  rvirhnut fjcinfi pii l ty  m f  
crime or any pretcncc at trial, MBS intolerable. 
' 1 7 ~  I l ucls.on's 1hy  Compnp Governor at Fort 
k r r y  W ~ S  sick and helpless, the Selkirk settlers 
zwrrr impotrkni, nncl thc Canadians were not 
ntlmrrous on tlir Ilanks of rLcd River. It ,was 
plainly through the Hudson" say Company that 
the Don~inion Government must act and gain time 
to rt-storc pcncc ancl dispatch an expedition to 
prcscrvc ardcr. Chief Factor Danald A .  Smith, 
rliough hc hacl never bcen wcst of Lake Superior, 
and hail l~ut  latcly llccrl rccatlcd ro Montreal, was 
thc only one in sight who could act at ancc. 
Accordin~ly hc was appointed Comm issioncr and 
dispafchcd immediately to thc scene of rebellion. 
On Y0.t-ember 2 .  1869, Ricl and a band of one 
hundred Frcnc h half -breeds had occupied Fort 
Garry entirely unopposed by the Hudson's Bay 
Company, and in a few weeks his body of 
insurgents in the fort had became four or five 
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timrs srronK. There was no telegraph lint 
nrnrrr than Sr. l'aul, Ilinncsntn, stlmr! 350 miles 
from Eart Garry. Dy rile rnosr rapid transit which 
thr C:clrnpany rbnulrl cupply hlr .  Sniith was c:trrird 
from St. Paul, whither hc hacl gone from Montreal 
by rail, and reached Fort Garry on Dccc~nter 27th. 
Ele took up his abodc in thc nficc of rhc Company, 
c-ontiguous r o  rllr rrsirlcnr:c of tllc. sirk I' rovr snor. 
William Mc'hvish. I'hesc tvcrc rvit llin tllr ts0alls 
of I'ort Ciarry, and soutl~ of thrm in thc otl~cr 
l,~~itrlings ot tlic fort wcsc quartrrrrl Ricl ant1 Iris 
l ~ o r d r  of FatIotvcrs, white in one of the l>uil(lin,ns 
wcrc same scvcnt y C;~n;ldians hclcl as prisoners anrl 
b ~ i n g  suhjrrtrd to Inany intli~nit ics. Ricl 
now in an a\s.Fc~.ard dilemma, 'Thc Hurlson's Ray 
Company with its hereditary power influrncing the 
n~incls cvcn of Riel's fnllo~rcrs, tvho hacl always 
llcen rlcpendants ef thr Company, coultl not 1)c 
disrcgarcfed. Tl~c situation w a s  a curious one. 

Ilicl, the Kcbcl lc;lrIcr, ancl claimin,- to hc 
Provisional Ivrcsidcnt. \\.Rs Ilnusccl in tllc same 
ct~closurc with thc (;o\.crnor of .\~siniI~oi;i and 
with Commissioner Smith, rcprcs~nting both tllc 
f-ludson's Hay Compnny and tllc Canadiiln Govern- 
ment. Riel sought to induce Mr. Smith to rccog- 
~ i s e  his government as provisional, l,ut thc Corn- 
missioner avoided this. Moreover, the United 
Starrl; hncl it:: c>.c upon tltr. situation. and i t  .is 
u?cll known that there was a plenriful sum of 
money in St. Paul to help any mowrncnt to seeurc 
Rupertrs Land for the Unitcd States. 

t'ornmissioncr Smith had acted with great 
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couraRe and shrcwdncss. 1-1 is Commission hc 
hacl him.;clt left at the I~ounrlnry-lint.. 490 N ., in 
Canadian hands. Ricl was ansious to see the 
Commission, and olTered to send for it to Pcrnbina, 
on t h e  I-rounrlary-line. T11i.i atirr hIr.  Smith re- 
fused. A band of loyal half-breeds wcrc sent, 
ho~vevcr, and ohtaincd it for the C'ommissioncr, 
although Riel sought to ~ c t  it from tflcm. kIo~v-  
cvcr, Mr. Smith al~taincrl and kept his Commis- 
sion unti l  be canlrl prcscnt i t  to n mass m ~ e t i n g  
of thc pcoplc of ICecl ICiver. 'This mcttina- 
onc tllousancl strong-was held in tlrc apcn air at 
Fort Garry with tllc temperature at twenty helorv 
zero. I'hc mccting decidcd to send delegates from 
the people, and the Comtnissioner srz tlcd down 
quietly to undermine Ricl ancl his crew. This he 
tiicl with leading people of 12cd Rivrr Settlement. 
hlovcnlcnts ancl counter-mnvt-mcnts wrrc made, 
w l ~ i c h  wc need tint recite, hut some prisoners were 
clischargrtl, o t h ~ r s  wcrc scisrrl, until t h e  most 
monstrous ancl startling cvcnt took place on 
March  4 ,  I 870, whcn 'I'hornas Scnt t. a Canadinn, 
was publicly execl~ted by Ricl's direction near Fort 
Garry. This fiendish act was the Ireginning. of 
rlru cncl for ICicl. Canada lVc.:w rouscd to i t s  centre 
to avenge the murder, and, as it is  tlre case wlrcn 
war breaks out bcttve~n two cnuntries that 
ambassadors retire, Commissioner Smith retlrsed 
to remain any longer in the country, hut returned 
post haste to Canada. After a time Col. Cl'olseley's 
cspedition came up from Canada by way of Lake 
Superior and Lake of the \Vends. when DanaId 
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A. Smith, coming I>ack tram Mnntrcal, joinetl the 
cxp-(litinn, and b t i  :\uxu%t asrirrti witlr it in Fnrr 
Garrp, to sec the ignonrit~ious I l i ~ h t  of Ricl, Lcpinc, 
nlltl CI'Danoghur, thc. clisrcl~utnl~lc trio who hr~rl 
I1rc-n fattuning at tllc i Iurlsnn's 13ny Company's 
rxbwensc in Fort Carry. 

After thc organi~ation of Manitoba, hfr.  
Donnld A. Smith took up his abodc in his 
n*~irlrnrc nl 5ilrc.r. I l t * i ~ l ~ ! . ; ,  SIY milrs I V L . ~ ~  01 Fort 
I.;nrry, anrl for pears was in chnrgc nf HucF.;an's 
n a y  Cornlmny concerns in \\rinnilleg. 011 tflc. lint 
c l r c t  ion lor  lac;ll rcprclicntntivcs >l r. Smit l 1  was 
t-lrhctctl fiIrn11)cr for \ \ ' innipc~,  and thcn for :I 

nt~mbcr of pcars was reprcscntat ivc of Sclkirk, 
rhc blctrapolitan constitucr~c?* of XTnnitol~a, in t l~c  
Ibrliament ol thc JJornitiion. l-lc had mucl1 to 
r t l r  w i t l ~  t l i c !  Iwpjnninys of the City of l\'innil~cg. In 
I I I ~  yrar r 879  J1r. 5mith cmsecl to bc n 1C:cstcm 
rcbprcscntatirc-. nnrl was :~ftcr sonic time chnscn 3 3  

3lrml)cr Ior \!'cst hlonzrcal. Sincc that time hc 
Ilns ccascd to hc a rcsitlcnt of Alaniroha, rnucl~ 
In !IIP rr-yrr.2 of I ~ I C  p~o~>Et* ~rlirrall!., and c~pci;111y 
nf hi5 01tJ fricnds in thc province. 

Ilut tllc nlosl remnrkal~lr period of tllc lifc of 
Dnnalrl :l.. Smith hnd yet to come. 

I ! i s  rcsidrt~r:c in .\lnnirc~I~a, will1 its impassable 
rr~ntls tying ~ ) ~ ~ Z I ~ C C I I  l\-innipcg ant! Silver Heights, 
otrcr which the Commissioner 11;ld to bc driven 
daily for several years. imprewcd him with the  
fact that better means of transport were impcra- 
ticc. Tl~c writer remcn~bcrs Cuntmissioncr Srn i t h 
saying to him in these dcsolaze years of the 
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seventies, " raitwn!*c; ancl not ordinary roads " 
arc thc only means for our obtaining rcmonahle 
trzinspsrt I I P ~ C .  J - I c ~ T L '  it tvas  hat we saw the 
unusual spcczaclc of a man approaclling the age of 
sixty undertaking the, to him, entirely new project 
of building railways. 

The patriotic part taken by him in defeating 
thc ~Inuttonald C;ovctnmcnt on its railway policy 
in 1672 on account of the "' I'acifc ScrrtldaP,'" 
wllicll upas a ~IcspE~.r?I~lc plot to huy up zhc 
clrctoratc aT (;;~n:~rla, no cbul,t rnarlc Dc~nnld Smitll 
more anxious to sccurc l ~ y  fair anti opcn mcans 
the huilding of thc Canadian I'acific Railway. Thc 
h'iackcnzic Gavcrnmcnt, whicll camc in in 1873,  
was bound to supply facilities to Manitoba. They, 
however, gave up, for the time being, the whole 
scheme of pushing on the railway from Lake 
Superiot to tlrc IJ;rcific Occan, nnd undcrrook to 
supply first railway connection butwecn St. Paul 
and Winnipeg. This involvori two untlcrtakings, 
first to cnmplctc tllc psrti;llly built railway rrr~rn 
St. Paul to lied Rivcr and then dotvn to tllc Inter- 
national l3ounrLlry-line, a d .  seconcl, to build a 
line f som the Boundary-l ine to Wr.innipeg. Hoping 
that the American section would Le lluilt, the Mac- 
kenzie Government in I 8 74 proceeded with Y igour 
to build sixty miles or mote and had tlre greater 
parr of it graclcd. In the followir~g year thc 
Mackcnzic Government procccdetl to build t hc rail- 
way from Fort \!'illinrn, an Lakc Superior, to 
.Winnipeg, and hcgan to build it from the 
JVinn ip~gend  as 1vc.I1. :\S the latter portion was of 
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heavy rock-work, many parts of which rvoulcl take 
rime, the people demanded the connection I)y way 
of the 1 ;nirctl States. 'I'EIL' mattrr n7ns trrgerf ivitlrt -. 
\\'esrcrn Ccnwur . l hc Canadian scctian wiw pr;ic- 
tically completed, but the American section lagged. 
Minncsetan cnpectations harl ;tll llcen tIiro~+w oltt 
of joint by tile Indian massacre of I SOz,  artcl 
it took many years to rcstorc conlirlcnre. ?'he 
parti:tll!l ItuiIt r n i t ~ ~ a y  ~vas incnmplrmtr ;111d somn 
siut>* rr~ilcs rm~aincd to bc built. h~lorcnvcr, tlir* 

rampany m I>;trrkrupk and tl~c bonrIllnlcrcrs, who 
livr.rl rllfctly in I-lr~lland, I~atl reacllrrl thr. rnd ot  
their tether. All ~ccrncd Ilopclcss, and tl~ougl~ 
t ! ~ r  clamour of Blanitohr \ifas grrat yet nothing 
scemcd possible to be done towar"rl remedying tllc 
case. 

Then came she strokc of genius that seized tllc 
minds of four men : Uonald :l. Smith, his cousin, 
Olcnrjy Stephen, R. l3. Angus, then of hlontrcnl. 
and Jamcs J.  Mil l ,  a Canadian native, Imt n Icnrler 
of trade in St. Paul, hlinncso~a. 1t i s  nrlt rcrtnin 
in whose fcrtilc brain tllc bright icica first flasl~ccl 
of buying. up tllc St. Paul and hlanitnbn Railway. 
Certain it is  that thrce of tPlc four of tl~csc men, 
who could perform cxploits. wcrc Scozsmcn of 
Montreal. True, delay took place from 1874 to 
1 S73, hut the plan \vas concri\.ecl of buying out 

the stock of the Dutch honclholdcrs. This was 
rlone, and the stock was ol>tainc(l, i t  is said, at 
from 7 to jo cents upon the dnllar. And now 
came the point ~v\.Etcn the courage and skill of 
Donald (1. Smith sho~vcd itself, Ilc.  rvns influrntial 
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in thc Bank of Montreal, and had the backing 
of the great Iludson's nay Company. Donds to 
the extent of eight rnilliot~s af dollars were placed 
upon the New York hEoney Market ; they were 
taken up and the St. Paul and Manitoba Com- 
pany was lifted out of i ts state of collapse, the 
rniasing lint; w7as huilt, the Govcmmcnt eompkted 
tlic RQnnitol~a end, the means ol running tllu rail- 
way llacl bcetl sccurcrl, and on BeccmE>rr 3, r R78, 
thc last spike 18.n~ driven and Manitoba, albeit 
through thc United Statcs, became connected by 
railway with the autsiclc \vorlcl. Colossal fortunes 
rvcre rcnlised by these daring and far-sccing men, 
and wlra shall say that their pluck and energy did 
not rich1 y deserve thc reward which they reccived 'P 

h i t  the Mackcnzic Gorcmmcnr dicl not risc to 
the conccption of what might be done for Western 
Canada. Their policy of rhe " amphibious route '" 
by portage, \t7agan, and boat from Fort \ViIliam 
to \\rinnipcg proved cumbrous, tliscouraging, ,and 
ineflicinl I, although they procrcdcrl with the line 
or railway from each terminal at \Yinnipug mrl 
Fort \I'illinm. For th is  they  descrvc credit. But 
thcir policy had not the ring o l  confidenrc which 
Canadn from ocean to mean sccrncd to demand. 
The failure to grasp the lofty conccption required 
had much to do with their defeat. 

As  the 3IacrlonaFcI Government had planned to 
build the rai1way by comp.my in 1872, they 
now on tlreir rct urn to pamcr revived thcir foriner 
schcmc. And no\rV rhe question was : The man 
and thc capital? Fluslrcd with the success of thcir 
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M inncr;ota tlmturc, the Scottish Syndicntc of AInn - 
trt-al, with J.  J .  FIilI now so i ~ ~ t i r n n t ~ l y  concernrtl, 
mid one or two hlontrcal mcn addrd, braxclsed 
the vast project of building a rai l~wy not only 
from Lake Superior to tlie I'acific Ocean, hur also 
of completing it from Fort TVilliam along 1-ake 
Supprior ancl on tn hlnntrrml. L'ndouhtrdl~' oC 
this con111i11at ion Donnlcl A. Smith \rl;r% the brain. 
Tn thr writer hc 113s stated that scvrral tirnrs 
in thc lifstory of their great cntcrprisr the sloutfs 
wcrc lemlcrin~ and it srcmcd ;IS i f  a11 m i ~ h t  Ire 
sa.ept away, l w t  Scortish firrnncss ancl optimism, 
Iwckcd up by the help of the Dominion Ciovcrn- 
ment, saw them through, and it was a red-letter 
clay indeed when, five ycars hcforc thc contract timc 
for the completion of the Canadian Pacific Rail-  
way, the Iasr spike driven by Sir Donald 
Smlhi and the first train From Rlonri~aI to Van- 
couver passcd through IVinn i p t ~  on Dominion 
Day, r RSh, amid the lour1 ~rrrlnirna nF thc pcnplr. 
I-Icncefosth the future of l\'innfyrcl: was sectircd, and 
kltc iron bond of the r n i l w ~ y  scrrcd to hind tagctller 
the hitllerta separated pravinecs of the Dominion. 

A man of sixty-six might well be escused from 
attempting great enterprises ; but tcn years later, 
at the great age of sevc~lty-six, Lord Srrat hcona and 
Mount Royal, whom 1-1 is Sovereign l~ad honoured 
\\.it11 a peerage, became Canadian High Commis- 
sinner in London- FIc has filled this post with 
tllc greatest dist inetion. His princely ~enerositp, 
his friendliness for CanxrIims of ercry type, but 
uspcciafly h is  attmtivencss to his old Scottish 
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; ~ s a n r i ~ ~ r * s  of Red TCivcr Sctt lcmcnt, havc l>cspkm 
n warn1 heart ancE z most fratcrnnl rlisposition. 
I I is Kroat Ircnrvnlc-nrc to cdurational institutions 
and hospitals 113s l~ccn most marked, ancl his 
generosity and pul~lic interest havc led to his being 
" rloctoscd " by a11 the grcat I-Tniversities of Canada 
ant1 the Motherlmd. nut Scotsmcn arc almost 
invnrialr Iy patriots. Thc spirit of the r~ndaut~tcd 
Zlrnl l~cc nntl tllc lil>crator of his counlry, Rohert 
13rucc, Erns takcn poss~ssion nf tlic Scottisl~ nation. 
I 1  tvas, then, a marvellous cxrmpli.licntion of tllia 
pals in^ i c  I'crling when in thr South African War, 
at tile time of tltc Empire's nccd. this Scotsman 
gainrd t l ~ r  name of an " Empire Ruildcr " whcn 
lie affcrcd her Majesty Queen Victoria to equip 
and send out at his awn expense a mounted 
regiment of Canadian soldiers. TIlc nohlc offer 
was graciously accrptcd, and a thrill of satisfac- 
tion went tl~raugll cvcry Scotsman's bosom that 
rme of tlicir racc should l)e nljlc to do such a thing, 
ancl cl~spitc  ~ I I C  c~larilc~~ristic O F  " ccnnnmy " so 
oltcn cl~:~rgcd against t llc Scotsman, should 
gmtxrously pour forth a million and a half of 
dollars to meet the whole expcnse. 

Lord Strathcona presents the remarkable picture 
of a man whose greatest distinctions have come 
after he had reached the age of fifty. No 
doubt a sound Scottish lmdy was the fitting 
I~a1,it;ition for tlrc sane and gcnial spirit whicl~ 
inhabited it, and this t m s  culrivatcd by an 
abstcrniovs and regylar life, in which morality, 
self -cnnt rol, and religion have been marked 
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fcazasrs. T3lood wilt tell, md the hlnod of the 
Grants ancl Sruarts is no w ~ a k  or wnrn-out flood 
with \rhich to h c ~ i n  thc l i fe of rmdcr, diplomatist, 
finnncicr, synrlicator, I>usincss man, educator, 
Irpncfnctor, and patriot. 
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