
SCJOTTISFI FOUNE)ER8 OF THE HUDSON'S 
BAT CQMPllNY 

RE chief promoters of the Hudson's Ray T Company were Englishmen of London. The 
Hudson's slay Company was founded in I 669, md 
scsulted from the application of two Huguenots, 
Raddison ancl G rosci llicrs, who had been thrown 
ol'f b y  rhc Frcnch and who npplietl to the fiondon 
merchants for capital and support. Thesc 
merchants first sent out an American-Cnptnin 
C;illam-d~o sni~cr l  in chc ship Nortsrtc/1 I(dcJ1, and 
on his rctarn gave assurance that a profitable trade 
could be carriccl on in I-Iuclson I3ay. That no 
Scotsmen ~vcrc in the Company in which thcy 
became a prominent factor a hundred years 
afterward is not cIificult to explain. Thc field 
for Scottish cntcrprise was fuIly occupied, 3s John 
Mil l  Uurton sha~r-s, in other parts of Europe. The 
account of tiic part which Scotsmcn took in thc 
scvcntcent11-cmtury wars an the Continent reads 
like a fairy-talc. Sir IValter Scott's ~vondcrfully 
correct chsractcr Dugaltl Dalgetty, in h i s  " tcgend 
of hlontrosc,'"was based on n. real person, Rohert 
Munro, a Scotsman, and his remarkable advcn- 
turcs with " blcKay1s " Scots Rcgimcnt in Den- 
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Scotland m3 a poor country with an 
and self-reliant nobility. They did not 

fig]$[ as mere merccnarics, but they fought chiefly 
on the side with wllicll they sympathised. Rlc 
~ f ~ a t  Pratcstant 1c:tder in Switzcrhntl, Gustavus 
,\$olphus, in thc Thirty Years' \lrar draw out thcir 
admiration and support. ?'here were thirteen 
regiments of Scotsmcn, besides many other 
regiments, in his army where thc oficers were 
Srrltsincn. Such lionouretl Scottish names a9 
Mepbusn, H m i  ltan, Turncr, Lurnsden, Forbes, 
Rutllven, Cmnt, the Lcslics, the Linrlsays, and 
many other Scottisl~ leaders of the army of tbe 
grcnr Swerlislt Lion of thc North, gxincd impcrish- 
able farnc. llut rhcy had no onc to spare for the 
l ~ c l p  of the English traders of the Hudson's Bay 
Company. 

Similarly afterward h the beginning of the 
eigh tccntlt century, when the Jacabitc rebellion of 
J 7 1 5 broke out, there mcrc still none to seek thc 
Arctic for a sphcrr: of action ; Ilut Scotsmcn 
follorvccl tllc fortunes of rhe rightful King of Scot- 
land wlrom we call the Pretcn<ler, and found 
opportt~niiics of service an Con tinentnl battlefields, 
choosing usually the side to~varrls which thcir 
s!mpatllies went out. No Scottish heart can fail 
to bcnr with pride at the military success of the 
Earl 3farichal Keith, who, tliough a Protestant, 
entered the service of Spain, but after rernatk- 
able achievements of diplomacy made peace with 

House of I3runsdck, received back his forfeited 
c s t a t ~ s  at Kintore, and purct~ascd othcr estates, but 
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returned to spend his life among the I~rilliant courts 
of the Continent. 

T h e  camr of his younger brother, James Keith, 
was still more rmarkablc, Of him Carlylc Mj5: 

" A  man of Scottish type, the broad accent, with 
its sagacities and vcraci t ies, with i ts steadfast Iy 
fixed moderation, ancl its sly twinklcs of dcfcnsive 
humour, is still audible to us through the foreign 
wrappings." IIc was cngaffcd in tJlc service of 
Spnin, tlicn in that of Russia, in internal aBairs, 
al'terrmrrls in Ttlrkey. 3-Ic l ~ a d  grcac promotion 
tt~errr, tholzgh hc rcccivcd a kncc-\vound. Tn r 747 
hc joined 11ie scrvicc of Frcrlctirk tllc Great, and 
after p i n i n g  almost every honour possible, being 
rnacle a Field-;LIarshal, he endcd his lifc as thc 
tmc soldier deserves, being kiFIcd I>y a cannon- 
shot at 1 Eochkircl~c in r 7 5s. I:our otllcr Scortisl~ 
Kciths gained military distinction. 

Gcner;~l I'ntrick Gardon was a Scottish soldicr 
of fortune who set h i s  mnrk an thc history of 
Russia and ol Europe. h o t h c r  csmple of 
marvcllotrs Scot tisll success \\W that of Smucl  
Gray, a slcippcr of Invcrkcithing, wlro cnrcrccl tlic 
scrvicc of Russia :~nd rlicct in tlic eiglltccnth century 
as Admiral Samt~cl C';lsloucl~ Gray, Govcrnar rrf 
Cranstadt and clicvalicr of fivc ordcrs. T-Ic 
foundcd thc Russinn Navy. '"S Governor of 
Cranstadt he was the originator of tlrc fartifca- 
tinns thrre, ancl as a Fscnch n ~ ~ t h o r  scmarks, thc 
Scotsman built those walls which years afrcrward 
cl~ecked the cnrccr of his fcllom-countryman, Sir 
Charles Napicr." 
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- --- 
Fo?ntr7c?a of the H~rlswr's Bny Conrpony 

have surely shonn why for a hundred p&~.lrs 

the  great I-1udson"s Bay Company was 
fnundccl the t l~ausmds of Scot smcn cngajicd in 
trle bsttleficlcls of Europc did not find t l ~ c ~ r  way 
to tllc scrvicr: of the great Fur Company, wl~icIr 
W.% ~ t l i t c d  to their sunbit ion and tcrnpcrament . 
~ u t  $\"c: sltaI1 sce that, after all, in tliis period 
~cottish interest was not wanting in the founding 
of t j ~ c  H L I ~ S O ~ ' S  DRY Company. Jamcs thc Sixtl~ 
of Scotland on becoming King of Englancl sct 
doot  ;I scl~emc of trade m d  scttlment, as has 
been sllotvn in Volume I,, in Nova Scotia under 
Sir IVilliarn I\ lexanrlcr. New IVorld idcas prcsscrl 
in on him, ancl thc colony of Plymouth Rock and 
orhcr places mrc b c p n  in his reign, Thus 
Cbarlcs I ,  and Clrarlcs 11. were ruling in Englancl 
whcn New lVorld prolslcms \wrc alivc. IYhcn 
tElc promoters of LIIC l Iudson's I3ay Company swcrr: 
anxious for support and nceclcd a charter they 
soogllt dlc one man of sympatllctic mind ancl court 
i!~!lul:ncc who could assist them. This ivas Frinec 
Rupcrt, thc panrlson of the Scottish King 
]:rnlcs VI.  Princc Rupert was thc son of thc 
I3lcctor I'alatinc of Bol~crnia, and his mothcr %m5 

Elizabeth, the daughter of James V1. This con- 
nection led to t f ~ c  sympathy of tl~e Scottish nation 
svith that pcople, and a sonsidcralrle body of 
Sco~tisIi advcnturers, undcr Sir tlndrcw Grey, went 
to Bal~crnia to assist the Elector in Ills stntggles. 

Prince Rupert was born in r 689, and in thc 
Course of events became a resident of Britain md 
a Inember of the courts of Charles I ,  and 
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Charles 11. When the Charter w a s  granted 
through Princc Rupert's influence to the London 
rncrcllants to trade into I-Iudson Bay, the vast 
rcgion wvns caIled Rupcrt's Land, after its patron, 
a prince having Scottish blood. Prince Rupcst was 
thc first Govcmor, I-le was Iikcwisc a patron of 
scicnce. 

The n,mc of Rupctt's Land has new passcd 
away, and only remains as thc name of the scnios 
diocese of tht: Cliurcl~ of England, whose centre 
is Winnipeg, It is notable, as !VC shall sec, that 
t hc prescnt Archbishop Mathcson and his prcde- 
cessor, Archbishop Machmy, of this dioccse have 
both been of Scottish blood. 

Charlcs II ,, who grant cc1 the T-Iudson's Day Corn'- 
pany Charter, was a cousin of I'rince Rupcrt, and 
was likcwise of Scottish descent, m d  was still 
daimcd by thc Scottish pcople as their King. 
Whilc gcncrally Iookcd upon as a man without 
a serious side to his life, i t  is not to be forgotr~n 
that he gave a distinguished help to scicnce, and 
lvns the founder of wlrat may safely be caIIcd the 
most notable of a11 EngIislz societies, tlic Royal 
Society of London. 

That the I-Iudsoa's Bay Company was a distinct 
object of interest to the Court at the time of its 
establishment, and not looked upon as a mere 
commercial company, Is  sho~vn by the fact thar 
whenever a dividend was made it rvas carried and 
presented in guineas to the King as accruing to thc 
f 300 worth of stock standing to his credit. On one 
occasion this amounted to 2 2 5  guineas and on 
another to 150 guineas. 
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Q n  the death of Prince Rnpert, in 8684, the 
position of Governor was bestowed on Prince 
James, Duke of York, aftclwards James EX., who 
was nlso grandson of the Scottish Jamcs VT. 
prince Janlcs of York 15% a Inan of cxcellcnt 
a h i n i s t  rat ivc ability, anid remained Governor fat 
three ycnrs until, on the dmth of Charles f l . ,  
he became King. 
TO have had a kingly patron and a royal Duke 

as Governor (and both of Scortish blood) was 
certainly a great ad\*antage to tlrc rising Com- 
pany. This was followcd by thc Governorship 
of Lord Churchill, afterward Dukc of hInrl- 
borough. nut this m s  not all. Aftcr tlle 
dctltrancrncnt of Jamcs 11. camc the united 
Sovcrcigs-\Villinm and Mary-both of whom, 
beiny: dcsccnded from J m e s  VI., wcrc of 'Scat:ish 
blood.'" King l\'illiam had just rcturncd tram 
his victories in Ireland, d e n  a deputation of thc 
I1t1clson"s Ijay Company mitcd upon him to present 
a dnyal address along with the '"olden fruit," 
which is not abjecrionablc even to kings. Tllcir 
.?rlclrcss cxprcsscd tllc prayer " That in ,211 your 
uarlcrtakinp your Xlajcsty may he as vicrorious 

Cxsar, as bclovcd .as Titus, and (after all) 
have the long and glorious Rcign md Pcaccful 
end of A U ~ S ~ ~ S . "  

That thc k i n p  and princes, art of Scottish 
blood, should hare given their countenance to the 
adventurers to Ifudson Bay m s  surely a peat 
assistance to the Company, and in a time when 
such patronage meant much, no doubt gave a 
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prosperity and success to thc Fur Company which 
might not othenvise have becn attained. 

But the time of royal favour sccms to have 
passed away with the death of Wil l im II I . ,  .and 
othcrs began to covct the privileges given to the 
traders to I-Iudson Bay. 

The opposition came from a man of undoubted 
ability and couragc, tvho belonged to the Scoto- 
Irish element in Uritish life which is included in 
this history. This was Asthur Dohbs, elrlcst son 
of Richnrd Dobbs of Castlcrown in the county of 
Antrim, in the North of Irclmd. I-Ic tv,w born 
in r h S g ,  and was noted as a man of p e a t  personnZ 
energy. I n  ftis extcnsivl: writings he rcvivcd in 
tllc nlcrnory of tl~c Ilritish peaplc tllc early voyages 
to tliscover a path to t11e richcs of thc East ; and. 
nppralcrl to t l~c  English imagination fly picturing 
thc int~riot of tllc North Arncrican Continent, witll 
its vast meadows, splcncfitl cascades, rich fur- 
hcaring animals, and numberless rnccs of Indians 
picturcsqucly dressed, a3 opcning up a field, if  
tl~cy could be reached, of Iucrativc trade to the 
London merchants. Dobbs quoted at length fmm 
thc accounts of tbc early voyngcs, and asked for 
tllc opening up of the North-\\*est T'assage. I-Iis 
appeal greatly disturbed thc I-ludson's Bay Cam- 
pan).. In r 720 hc f~ccamc F-ligh Sireriff of rtntrim, 
and sat in the f rish Parliament for Carsickfcrgus 
in I 7 2 7-60, was appointed Engineer-in-Chief and 
Surveyor-in-General by Sir r\ol->ert WaIpoIc. 1 1 ~  
was R wealthy, kind, and liberal man. 

Dobbs, with the co-operation of the British 
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Admiralty, hiid scnt out tmo vessels, the Flundcc 
rjnmh and t lic Discovery Pink, under Captains 
Midtllc~on and hloorc tcspctively, to winter in 
I-ludscln 13ay ancl makc evcry ctTort to iind the 
~ ~ r t h  -\lscst Passage ta the r'acific Occan. Dobbs 
.rvas not satisfied with the conduct of this  espedi- 
lion, rfcclsring rhat the Hudson's Ray Camparry 
had diverted it in some m y  from i t s  original 
purpnsc. 

IIc  rlistrcrlitcd Midcllrton, and then published 
a Irook which cau,nht tlrc nttention of the English 
people. I'asliarnrnt was thus clrivcn to vcltc 
X:20,000 for discovery, and Dohbs with charac- 
teristic ctner.q raisecl C ~o,ooo rnnrc, with thc rcsutt 
thar the f)nb!?s Gnltey and the Cn!i[ornia verc 
scnt out in r746. 1-icnry Ellis has given us an 
nccorrnt of this c.upcditicm, wt~iclt rett~rrtrd in 1 747 
rvitl~nut llnrin:: f a ~ ~ n r l  thc pnssnxc, l ~ u t  giving I~opc 
thnt it m i ~ h t  yct Ijc disco~~crcd. 

All tlrj.; Icd tn the nppointmcnt by tl~c T-Toustr 
nf Commons of thc Farliamcntary Cornmittcc of 
I ~ 4 9 ~  ancl thrrc snsucd a lwrtlc rayal. Drrblrs, 
hewcvcr, did nor sllccccd in prt ing P ar 3 '  tamcnt 
to grant a new Charter to him and his friends ; 
hut he certainly wake the Hudson's Bay Company 
from its slumber mcl ctluscd i t  to penctratc to t11c 
intcriar of IZupcrt's Land, to cut ofl the supplies 
of furs from the French, and save the tsarlc to 
Britain. 
.4s tue shall see, this ncm departure all came 

aljout within a quarter of n century. 
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