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It’s coming yet, for a’ that,
That man to man, the warld o'er,
Shall brithers be for a’ that!
Burxys.

This analysis sholus the closeness of the play, whether the number
of points or the numtber of games won be constdered.

¥t wonld be considered close as betturen teaws of picked plagers tubo
met in chery vespeet on equal ferms.

Wit the aduantage of the bome teaws plaging on their olun ice and
fuitly fresh men in cach game, the result attests the skilled enrling and
the staying pofuers of the staltuart sons of Scotland.

@he games are ober and the bare record of them remains, Bt the
memories ronnected fwith the visit of the Scottish Team will remain
fresh and pleasant for long years to cowe.  And fue trust that then
fuill hate carried home lwith them equally pleasant wemories of their
stap in Canada.  Alay the ethusiasm that has been hindled bear fruit
on both sides of the Atlantic by drafwing not onlyg the rurlers, but the
people genevally of the Aotherland and gowng @ anada, closer together.

Al of tubicly is respectinlly submitted.

E. B. EDWARDS,

From Report ¢f Ontario Curling [ Chairman Special

Association, signed by Committee, 0.0 4.
‘lJoHN D. FLAVELLE. b

J. A. M‘FADDEN.

Shall we not through good and ill

Cleave to one another still ?

Britain’s myriad voices call,

“Sons, be welded each and all,

Into one imperial whole,

One with Britain, heart and soul!

One life, one flag, one fieet, one Throne!”

Britons, hold your own !
TENNYSON.

“B PLURIBUS UNUM.”
“\WE'RE BRITHERS A"
United States Curlers’ Motto.



ENVOY

IT was incumbent on me as Captain of the Scottish curling
team that I should prepare and publish a full and per-
manent record of our historic tour in Canada and the
United States in the winter of 1902-3—an event quite
unique in the annals of curling, and fraught, as I believe
it to be, with most important and beneficial results from
a National and Imperial point of view. This was due to
the Mother-clul, the Royal Caledonian, which sent the
team with a Message of Goodwill to her bairns across the
sea; to the members of the team, who so loyally supported
their Captain and so manfully played their various parts;
and to our brother-curlers in Canada and the United
States, who extended to us such a hearty, enthusiastic,
never-to-be-forgotten welcome wherever we went. A
bald but faithful record was all that was at first intended.
But, like Topsy, it has “growed.” In fact, the book
developed on my hands to such an alarming extent that
I began to be afraid that it would make a Frankenstein
of me. Quite a modest tome might have been made of the
bare record of our famous Curling Trek in the Dominion
and the Republic. But as I proceeded with this, it became
apparent to me that a favourable opportunity was offered,
which it would be wrong to neglect, of adding a new

vii



viil CURLING TOUR

and interesting chapter to the History of Curling which
I had written for the Royal Club some years ago, by
giving a historic résumé of the origin and development
of the game at the various Transatlantic centres visited
by the team. This I have, at considerable trouble, been
able to furnish, and I hope it will prove to be a solid
and reliable basis for any future history that may be
written of Curling in the land of its adoption, where
the game has such a glorious future before it, and where
it is destined to play a most important part in the evolu-
tion of a great race. The testimonies of love and loyalty
which are here recorded unite to form a necklace of
sparkling diamonds for our Empire-Queen, Britannia, and
I feel certain that the result of our tour will be what was
intended by the Royal Club—a closer and more sympa-
thetic fellowship between Canada and Scotland, and a’
notable advance toward Imperial Federation. The de-
seription of the charms of the Canadian winter, more
especially from a curling point of view, and the inci-
dental references to other pleasant features will, I am sure,
make this book a powerful Emigration Agent, so that
many may be induced to leave the old country and settle
in the Land of Promise and Plenty. The wonderful
gallery of portraits and illustrations which I have brought
together in these pages will, I trust, supplement the good
work done by the team, and unite as “brithers a’” the
Knights of the Kowe at home and on the other side of
the water; while its story of friendly forgathering and
genial good-fellowship will, no doubt, be an inspiration
to the generations that come after us to follow the best
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traditions of the grand old game. It has been my good
fortune to make a kinematograph of the busy pursuit
of this healthy pleasure in the Dominion and the States,
and transfer to permanence its fleeting forms and figures.
The picture is worth preservation, and at the opening of
the twentieth century it is an augury of hope for centuries
to come. The motto thereof may well be the words of
the old Scots psalm—
Behold how good a thing it is,
And how becoming well ;
Together such as brethren be,
In unity to dwell.

My friend, Mr. John L. Low, of golfing fame, when
he was going out to America with some *Varsity players
last spring took a “wick” off our team by saying that
he and his men were simply going out for a jolly time
of it, apart from match winning or losing, unlike the
Scots curlers, who, when they « discovered the quality of
their opponents, abandoned the idea of conquest, and
gave out to the world that they had come on a mission
of peace,” etc. When I tackled friend “Johnny” with this
misrepresentation he went down on his knees and confessed
that he “ had made a chronological mistake by post-dating
the moment when the missionary spirit entered into your
broom-fellows.” Knowing his addiction to story-telling I
frankly forgave him. This volume furnishes facts which
show to Mr. Low and others that our Mission of Goodwill
was really our first aim, and our winning of matches a
secondary matter, and that our success in both was far
beyond our expectations.
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It is no easy matter to place in the forefront of our
book, as the custom is, the names of those who have
been helpful. In trite phraseology — “they are too
numerous to mention.” If T omit some, or fail to
acknowledge contributions of any kind which I have
made use of in this volume, such overlook, I trust, will be
forgiven. I also hope that any errors as to matters of fact
will be pardoned, for at such a distance from the scene of
action it was impossible to verify many references.

I must thank the Royal Club for all that was done
for our Mission, and her many members who took an
interest therein. The stars in their courses seemed to
fight for us, so far as the Club’s officials were concerned.
It was most fortunate that Lord Mansfield was the
Club’s President, for he has proved no mere figurehead
as so many have been in that office, but the most prac-
tical and painstaking President the Club ever had: true
to his inheritance, he took a deep interest in our tour,
and the teamn owe him a great debt of gratitude for the
manly and dignified way in which he supported them.

Then what shall I say of that Prince of Club Secre-
taries—Mr. Adam Davidson Smith, whose breezy en-
thusiasm is at all times such a freshening force to the
Royal Club and all its agencies and endeavours, and who
with sleepless anxiety and unremitting attention looked
after the preparations for our tour? No wonder, when
he saw us off at last, that he lay back in his secretarial
chair and felt like Othello that his occupation was gone.
The strenuous advocacy of Sir John Gilmour also greatly
assisted us, for the Baronet of Montrave’s support of any
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cause always ensures its success. Nor can I forget the
assiduous labours of the special Committee who were
entrusted with the selection of the team and the arrange-
ments for the tour, and the able manner in which their
arrangements were carried out by Mr. W. Lindsay of
Messrs. J. and H. Lindsay, who, though overwhelmed
with other calls, seemed to regard our trip as the sole
concern of his life.

Time would fail to detail the assistance received from
curlers across the water. Among numerous helpers 1 may
name Mr. F. C. Simson, Professor Murray, Mr. Keltie-
Jones, Dr. Parke, Colonel Stevenson, Mr. D). Guthrie,
Mr. W. D. Aixd, My. W. J. Beatty, Dr. Thorburn, Colonel
Edwards, Mr. J. D. Flavelle, Mr. M‘Fadden, Mr. Milne,
Mzr. Davies, Mr. Forvest Maenee, Mr. James Thaw, and
the late Mr. D. Foulis. But T must say that the greatest
of all my lelpers in this work was the venerable ex-
Secretary of the Omntario Association, Mr. J. 8. Russcll,
who furnished me with a large quantity of carefully pre-
pared material specially concerning his Province. Second
to him T name Mr. J. . Robertson of Winnipeg, who
deserves to be held in everlasting remembrance for all
that he has done for curling in Manitoba. As regards
the publishing of this volume, I deem it right to say
that when 1 was hesitating whether to venture or not
because of the expense, Mr. Arthur Sanderson came for-
ward and by his generous order of a thousand copies
“right away ” encouraged me to proceed. If the volume
as now issued meets the approval of such a cultured
patron of the Fine Arts as Mr. Sanderson is, I shall be
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more than satistied. My fidus Achates, Major Scott
Davidson, has done me invaluable service, as he did
throughout the tour, and for revision of proofs I am
obliged to Secretary Husband and Mr. Provan.

To the engravers of the most of the illustrations,
Messrs. M. and T. Scott, Leadervale Works, Edinburgh,
and to the printers of the volume, Messrs. R. and R. Clark,
Ltd., I feel much indebted for their great patience, and
for the pains they have taken to make the volume worthy
of its subject.

J. K.

DIRLETON, February, 1904.
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CHAPTER I
HANDS ACROSS THE SEA

Should aunld acquaintance be forgot
And never brought to min’?

Should auld acquaintanee be forgot
And days o’ lang syne ?

And here’s a hand, my trusty fiere,
And gie’s a hand o’ thine ;
And we’ll tak’ a right guid willie-waunght,
For auld lang syne.
Burxs,

Of a’ the games that e’er I saw,

Man, callant, laddie, birkie, wean,
The dearest far aboon them a’,

Was aye the witching channel-stane.

Oh ! for the channel-stane !

The fell good game, the channel-stane !
There’s no a game that e’er I saw

Can match auld Scotland’s channel-stane !

THE ETTRICK SHEPHERD.

WHEN curling had taken such a firm grip in Canada

and the United States, it was not surprising to find that

the curlers beyond the Atlantic were anxious to have a

visit from their brethren of the old country. It may
B
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here be stated at the outset, in regard to all the negotia-
tions and invitations which have taken place from first
to last regarding a visit of Scottish curlers to the other
side of the herring-pond, that the prominent idea was
certainly that of having a friendly contest. It was
recognised that with the long winter which prevailed in
Canada and the States, and with the facilities afforded
by play in covered rinks from four to five months every
winter, along with the perfect condition of the ice which
was formed on these rinks, the Scottish curlers were
bound to be considerably handicapped, seeing that they
had on an average perhaps only a fortnight’s play every
winter, and that in the open air when the ice was very
often in a rough or soft condition. Neither our Canadian
nor American brethren ever invited us out with the idea
that we could give them any instruction in the science
of curling, and we certainly never thought of going out
there with any such intention. Their desire was that all
true curlers who met us on the ice should have a jolly
time with us, and show by their reception of the team
that their kindly feelings to the home country were un-
changed, and that they recognised in the old game of
curling a bond of union such as no other recreation pro-
vided. The majority of the curlers on the other side had
themselves learned the game under the instruction of
their fathers in the homeland; a visit from a team of
Scotsmen would, therefore, be to them something like
a visit to the old country itself; while no doubt their
children and their children’s children would rejoice that
representatives from the old country had thus come across
and seen them at their play and enjoyed their hospitality.

So far back as 1858 our Canadian branch, through
Mr. David Mair, the secretary, sent us a challenge,
which was several times renewed. An invitation next
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came from the newly-formed Ontario branch of the
R.C.C.C, at its meeting at Toronto on December 22,
1874. “At that meeting,” says the ex-secretary, Mr.
Russell, in writing on the subject to the Captain of the
Scottish team, “ the principal promoter of the formation
of the branch club moved that he, with the secretary, be
appointed a Committee to request the Rev. Dr. John
Barclay, ex-pastor of St. Andrew’s Church, then on a
prolonged visit to Scotland, to attend the annual meeting
of the R.C.C.C. as the representative of the Ontario
Branch Club, and inter alic to endeavour to have some
plan formed, under which periodic visits of Scottish
curlers to Canada might be secured, so that they might
see for themselves, and enjoy with us the admirable
conditions under which the game is carried on in Canada.
That the invitation was not to be considered as a challenge,
or the games as matches, but merely as friendly games,
with a view to better and more intimate acquaintance,
and a better knowledge by the mother-club of the
advantages, climatic and otherwise, that prevailed in
Canada for the practice of the game.” The motion was
carried unanimously ; and in due course Dr. Barclay
presented himself and laid his instructions before the
annual meeting of the parent club. In his report he
says that he “assured them of abundance of ice, games
to their hearts’ content, and a hearty welcome from the
local clubs on the Western side of the Atlantic.” He
adds: “Their response was ready and hearty, with the
true curler’s ring about it, as they proclaimed their
willingness to meet us in friendly encounter, and beat
us too.” The worthy Doctor goes on: “The boastful
rejoinder escaped my lips, for I thought of many
veterans in Canada who had been crowned with laurels
on the issue of many a hard-fought field; and how could
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[ hesitate to say to them, < Come on, you shall have a
hearty welcome everywhere! And as for the victors—
why, you must just be content to wait the issue at the
tee, and we shall heartily, and with cheers, give you—
all you wish.”

Various other invitations were afterwards addressed
to the Royal Club.- At the fiftieth anniversary of the
club in July 1888, Mr. J. B. Gillie appeared as the first
accredited delegate of the Grand National Club to
America, and invited a visit. In 1870 Sir William
Elliot sent a challenge across the Atlantic to play any
rink of Scotsmen for a sum of £500. This was dis-
cussed at the Grand National Convention of 1871, but
set aside because of the objection urged by Mr. Hoogland,
that a match for money, even though the sum should be
devoted to charity, would drag down curling to the level
of base-ball. John Johnston, president of the Royal
National Club, brought a challenge with him to the
Royal Club in the year 1878, but only three curlers
were found to volunteer their services.

The Marquis of Lorne and H.RH. the Princess
Louise on their leaving Canada promised to the curlers
to do what they possibly could to bring about a visit
from a Scottish team. The present Governor-General,
then Lord Melgund, when he was with Lord Lansdowne,
also tried to bring about such a visit. Still nothing
practical was done. There is no doubt that the loyalty
of the Canadians during the Boer War and their expres-
sion of sympathy at the lamented death of our beloved
Queen Victoria, made us all feel, at home, that we ought
at last to respond to their kindly invitation to come over
and enjoy with them for a time

The game of all others
That most makes men brothers.
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That muscular Christian, the Rev. Dr. Barclay of
Montreal, renewed, in a pressing manner, the invitation
from the Canadian branch when he came across to the
annual  meeting
of the Royal Cluh
in 1901, and was
elected a Vice-
President of the
club; but the
best fillip to the
Scottish tour was
given by M.
Hugh Cowan,
who, in an inter-
esting article in
the Scotsman of
Mareh 17, 1902,
in a description
of Winnipeg as a
“curler’s paradise,”
finished his re-
marks by saying:
“TFor many years
a visit from aScot- THE MARQUIS OF LORNE, K.T,
tish teaim has been (O DL A0

- k- - President R.C.C.C. 1872-74; Governor-General
eagerly looked for. of Canada 1878-S3; Patron of Quebec and

Four years ago it Ontario Provineces 1878-33.

was promised and then abandoned, to the great regret of
all. Ever since they had hoped, from year to year, to see
the promise fulfilled. The interest in this is not confined
to Manitoba. Toronto and Montreal are just as eager,
and an extended tour should be taken ; but the officials of
the Manitoba branch have asked the writer to voice their
feelings. The best time for a team to come lies any time
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between St. Andrew’s Day and the end of February; and
if the tour was arranged so that it should wind up at
‘Winnipeg in the beginning of February in time for the
bonspiel, the Scottish curlers would meet all the best
players of the West. In the journey itself there should
be mno difticulty. The steamboat and railway companies
would always be willing to give special facilities in such
a case; and once in Canada, I think I can promise the
team such a welcome as they have never even dreamed
of.  From every point of view, and quite apart from the
curling, the visit would be a most interesting one. Those
who undertook it would get a new idea of what Empire
means, and see the strength that lies in the young blood
of our peoples.”

There is no doubt that these words of Mr. Cowan
fairly set the ball rolling. The suggestion was im-
mediately backed up by the chaplain of the Royal
Club in the following letter which appeared in the
Seotsman on March 18, 1902 .—

Tae Mansg, DIRLETON, R.5.0,,
Easr LoraIaN, N.B., March 17, 1902.

SIr—I am sure every curler must have read with
pleasure Mr. Hugh Cowan’s contribution of “ A Curler’s
Paradise ” in your issue of to-day. We have all heard
often of the great advantages of our brither-curlers in
Canada and envied their lot, though if John Irost were
only as kind to us as he was last winter we should not
have so much occasion to do so. My object in writing
is to draw attention to the closing paragraph in Mr.
Cowan’s article, in which he says that the officials of the
Manitoba Branch of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club
have asked him to voice their feelings and once again
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to appeal to Scottish curlers to send over a team to meet
the Canadian curlers in friendly rivalry on the ice.
After promising such a welcome as we have never dreamed
of, Mr. Cowan adds—*From every point of view, and
quite apart from the curling, the visit would be a most
interesting one. Those who undertook it would get a
new idea of what Empire means, and see the strength
that lies in the young blood of our peoples.” It will be
a thousand pities if prompt action is not now taken in
this matter. M. Cowan’s appeal comes at an appropriate
moment, for I understand that to-morrow the Royal Club
has a festive gathering at which the winners of trophies
in the grand match are to receive their prizes at the
hands of the Earl of Mansfield, the representative of one
of our many Scottish noble families who have been keen
curlers. I would suggest, to use a business phrase, that
“ the standing orders be suspended ” at that meeting, and
a conference held on the subject of a Scottish team for
Canada. If action is not taken this year, T despair of
ever seeing “a consummation so devoutly to be wished ”.
brought about. Nearly every Governor-General of Canada
has tried to bring the match about; no one tried more
than the late lamented Lord Dufferin, who during his
term of office instituted a viceregal club and a Governor-
General’s prize. The present Duke of Argyll (then Lord
Lorne) tried his best; so did Lord Lansdowne, and the
present Governor-General, Lord Minto, is as anxious as
any of his predecessors. We have seen at the death of
our beloved Queen Victoria, from the South African war,
and from the visit of the Prince and Princess of Wales,
how the hearts of our Colonial brethren go out in sympathy
with the mother-country; the Coronation of the King
will give this sympathy another fresh expression. Surely
we ought now to respond to that appeal from across the
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water, and, as Mr. Cowan says, “ get a new idea of what
Empire means.” This will be difficult, but it is only
curling that can give it. “The Royal Caledonian Curl-
ing Club has our most profound respect and our most
loyal affection,” said its chaplain, the Rev. Dr. Barclay,
at the last representative meeting in Glasgow. “ Cement
that by sending over your representatives.” With his
eloquent words, backed up by Mr. Cowan’s appeal, ringing
in our ears, we shall be unworthy of our national game
if we do not take action. The Lion Rampant may not
beat the Beaver and the Eagle; what matters it, if
brotherhood be advanced ?—1I am, ete.,

Joux KERg,
Chaplain, Royal Caledonian Curling Club.

The Rev. Gavin Lang of Inverness, who had formerly
spent some years in Canada, also addressed the following
letter to the same paper on March 21 :—

INvERNESS, March 19, 1902.

Sik—DMay I be allowed to second the appeal made
in your yesterday’s issue by the Rev. John Kerr, Chaplain
of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club? When living
and labouring for twelve years in Canada, which Mr.
Hugh Cowan aptly calls “A Curler’s Paradise,” T was,
during all that time, the Chaplain of the Montreal
Curling Club, the oldest of that kind of institution in
the Dominion, and played regularly every Monday,
which I regarded as the clergyman’s Sabbath or day of
rest. I don’t deny that I was on the rink other days
-besides. Tt may interest your readers if I mention that
the late Lord Dufferin, then Governor-General, played
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his first game on our rink. I was present and took
part on the occasion, which I can never forget. Before
choosing sides we were all introduced to His Exeellency,
and I well remember that when I was so, as the
chaplain, his eyes opened wider, and he jocularly
remarked, “ What ! a curling elub under the charge of
the Chnreh !|”  And once when I had delivered my stone
“just ae inch ower narra,” he came down the iee and
met me with the cheery word, “Clergymen should never
be narrow —a sentiment I hLeartily endorse and venture
to commend to all my brethren of the eloth! One of
the pictures in my modest collection of which I am
espeeially proud, is that which Mr. William Notman, of
Montreal, contributed to a Paris Exhibition, in which
he depiets a curling scene on the River St. Lawrence
and under the shadow of Mount Royal. In the fore-
front stand Lord and Lady Dufferin. attended by M.
George Denholm, a veteran eurler, hroom in hand, and
nearly all the notables of Canada, ineluding Sir Johm A.
Macdonald, Sir Hugh Allan, Colonel Dyde, A.D.C. to
the late Queen, ete., ete., are either players or spectators.
It is an honour I exceedingly prize that the artist
represents me as one of the two, the other heing a
Quebec champion, in the act of playing our turn. By
all means send a Scottish team to Canada, and let the
extended tour sketched by Mr. Cowan be carried out.
1 would, however, suggest that St. Andrew’s Day is too
early to eount upon iee. It was nearer Christmas before
steady playing commeneed in Montreal; and then, except
during one or two short-lived thaws, the season lasted
upwards of three months. I am sure that those who
went from this ecountry would enjoy to the full their
trip, and boundless would be the welcome and hospitality
they would receive. They might also learn some things,
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such as the superiority for both precision and safety of
the “hack ” over the crampit. I feel very grateful to
you for giving us in your columns Mr. Hugh Cowan’s
charming article, and hope he and the Rev. Mr. Kerr
may be successful in their appeal—1I am, ete.,

GAvVIN LANG,
Chaplain, Inverness Curling Club.

Provost Gordon of Bathgate cordially supported this
proposal in another letter.

To put matters into shape a meeting was held in
response to the following circular issued by Mr. Davidson
Smith :(—

ProPOSED CURLING TEAM FOR CANADA AND THE
STATES

44 York Prace, EDINBURGH,
April 10, 1902.

As you are aware, from time to time urgent invita-
tions have been sent to the Royal Club to send a team
of curlers to Canada and the States; but as yet nothing
has been done. Lately a number of curlers have been
pressing the matter, and are of opinion that the sending
of such a team next winter would be specially appropriate
in view of recent and forthcoming events. Will you
therefore be so kind as to attend a meeting of gentlemen
interested, to he held in my office here, on 7hursday,
17tk inst., at 2.30 o'clock P.M., to discuss the matter with
a view to action ?

A. Davipson Syiti, C.A.
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The following is the MiNUTE or MEETING OF GENTLEMEN
interested in the proposal to send Curling Teams
to Canada and the States, held at No. 4A York
Place, Edinburgh, on Thursday, April 17, 1902, at

2.30 o’clock P.y.

Present

Mr. H. Gilmour (Waverley).

Mr. P. Shaw (Merchiston).

Rev. A. Paton (Vale of Scaur).

Rev. Jolin Kerr (Dirleton).

Rev. R. Menzies Fergusson
(Airthrey Castle).

Rev. W. C. Callender (Dunferm-
line).

Mr. J. B. Fergusson (Ayr and

Mr. J. R. Blackwood (Kilgraston
and Moncreifte).

Mr. R. G. Murray (Biggar).

Provost Gordon (Bathgate).

Mzr. J. Taylor (Craiglockhart).

Mr. D. Provan (Craiglockhart .

Mr. J. W. Learmonth (Merchis-
ton).

Mr. D. P. Laird (Corstorphine).

Alloway).

Mr. Hugh Gilmour was called to the Chair.

Apologies for absence were read from Lord Mansfield ;
Sir James H. Gibson-Craig, Bart.; Dr. Graham, Paisley ;
Mr. Kidston, Helensburgh ; Mr. Ferguson, Croydon ; Mr.
Johnstone of Alton, Moffat; Mr. Armstrong, Carlisle;
Myr. Jackson, Glasgow; Major M‘Intyre, Cardross; and
My, T. Dunn, Selkirk.

Mr. Davidson Smith explained that the meeting had
been called to discuss the proposed visit of a Curling
Team to Canada and the States during the winter of
1902-3. This proposal had often been mooted, and
repeatedly pressing invitations had been received from the
Secretaries of Curling Branches in Canada, one of whom
(Mr. Russell, Ontario Branch) mentioned in 1884 that
the trip to occupy three months would cost about £50
per head. In that year he had had communications with
Lord Melgund and Sir Herbert Maxwell, Bart., the latter
of whom, along with Mr. Johnstoue Stewart of Glasserton,
volunteered to accompany a team if sent; but no definite
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result was amrived at. In 1889 a similar proposal was
discussed by the Annual Meeting on a motion by Mr.
J. Ferguson, Helensburgh, and an assessment of 1d. or
2d. per member of club in connection with R.C.C.C. was
suggested to meet travelling expenses, and it was remitted
to the Committee of Management to issue a circular
to clubs asking their opinion. This was done, and in
response fifty-two elubs replied, whereof nineteen approved,
twenty-two disapproved, and eleven were neutral. In
July 1891 a similar proposal was considered on the
motion of Mr. Kidston, Helensburgh, when it was sug-
gested that the Secretary of the R.C.C.C. should invite
subscriptions through each Vice-President of a local club,
but in the end no action was taken. In July 1892 the
matter was again brought forward, with the proviso that
the chosen members should pay their own expenses, and,
as agreed upon, a circular .was issued to clubs asking for
volunteers, but the response was not encouraging. The
Committee of Management discussed the question at a
meeting held on November 16, 1892, and made a
recommendation to the Annual Meeting that a sum
not exceeding £200 should be voted by the Royal
Club to meet expenses. This recommendation was
brought before the next Annual Meeting, but was
rejected.  Since then pressing invitations have been
received, and particularly at the Annual Meeting of the
R.C.C.C. held in Glasgow in July 1901, when the Rev.
Dr. Barclay and the Rev. Dr. Campbell were present, as
representing the Canadian Branch. Many other requests
from curlers had been received to send out a team, and
they were met there that day to discuss the matter with a
view to action. The following resolution was adopted :—

“The meeting having carefully considered the in-
formation supplied by Mr. Davidson Smith, and being
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unanimously of opinion that the visit proposed is highly
desirable, both from a Curling and Imperial point of view,
appointed all the gentlemen present to form a Com-
mittee, with power to add to their number, to gather
further information, arrange ways and means, and
generally to take any further steps with the view of
carrying the matter through successfully; and also to
prepare a Report to be submitted to the next Annual
Meeting of the Royal Club; it being understood that any
team going out shall be under the auspices of the R.C.C.C.”

H. GiLMOoUR, Chairman.

The following account of the meeting is from the
Scotsman, April 18, 1902 :— Yesterday afternoon a
meeting of representative curlers was held in the
chambers of Mr. A. Davidson Smith, C.A., Edinburgh,
Secretary to the Royal Caledonian Curling Club, for the
purpose of considering the question of sending a curling
team to Canada and the States. The meeting was the
outcome of repeated pressing invitations received by the
Caledonian Curling Club during the last eighteen or
twenty years from clubs in Canada and the States. This
matter has been considered on many previous oceasions, but
no practical or definite result has ever been arrived at.
At last year’s meeting of the Caledonian Curling Club in
Glasgow, the Rev. Dr. Barclay and the Rev. Dr. Campbell,
Montreal, were present as a deputation from the Canadian
branch of the Royal Club, and both of them emphasised
the invitation for a team. Since that time the Secretary
has Deen pressed on the subject by many curlers, and
accordingly he called the meeting of yesterday. It was
largely attended by representative curlers from all parts
of the country, and apologies were intimated from Lord
Mansfield, President of the Royal Club; Sir James H.
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Gibson-Craig, Bart.; and many other gentlemen. Mr.

1IUGH GILMOUR.

Hugh Gilmour of the Waverley Club, Edinburgh, was
called to the chair. Several speakers expressed their
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views on various points, and all agreed that, having in
view recent events, the forthcoming Coronation, and
other matters, next winter would be a specially ap-
propriate occasion on which to send a team. The special
points for consideration would be to get good curlers,
representative of the different districts of Scotland, and
who could spare the time involved in a visit to the other
side of the Atlantic, and the question of obtaining the
necessary funds for that purpose.”

The Committee thus formed appointed the Rev. John
Kerr convener, and set to work to do all in their power to
secure support from influential persons and from curling
clubs. They addressed a letter to all whom they sup-
posed might give them assistance, and the following
communication, signed by the Convener and the Secretary,
was sent to the editor of each of the chief newspapers in
the kingdom :—

Sik—From time to time, as you are aware, a proposal
has been mooted to send a team of curlers from the
mother-country in response to urgent invitations to visit
Canada and the United States, and play against brother-
curlers there. Until lately nothing practical was done;
but in view of recent and forthecoming national events
the proposal was considered to be so appropriate by
curlers that it ought to be pressed to a successful issue,
and on April 17, at a meeting in the Chambers of Mr.
A. Davidson Smith, C.A., 4A4 York Place, Edinburgh, the
following resolution was adopted [vide ante, pp. 13, 14].

Our Committee, who are all determined to see this
matter successfully through, are now in communication
with parties who are expected to take an interest in it;
but they deem it advisable, through your columns, to
enlist the sympathies of curlers generally, so that no
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one who supports the proposal may be overlooked. The
first difficulty to be faced is the financial one, for if the
team is to he thoroughly representative, it is evident
that a considerable central fund to meet expenses must
be at command of our Committee. They therefore
appeal to all lovers of the game to give them their sup-
port in a tangible form. The next request is that skips
who are prepared to go out with rinks should place them-
selves in communication with the Committee; and as it
1s felt that it would be invidious for some of the players
to pay their own expenses, which others might not be
able to do, those in the former category are invited to
subscribe to the fund. The Committee fully recognise
the vital importance of sending out rinks which have
won distinction by playing together at home; and
finally they appeal to individual curlers who are willing
to play or subscribe, to send in their names as
soon as possible, so that everything may be in shape
before the meeting of the R.C.C.C. in July, when they
hope to submit a complete programme of the proposed
tour, and to receive the imprimatur of the Royal Club on
their action, with its message of goodwill to the brother-
hood in Canada and the States—We are, ete.
EpINBURGH, April 24, 1902.

The Secretary also wrote in the following terms to the
Duke of Argyll, Lord Strathcona, Lord Mount-Stephen,
Lord Balfour, Earl of Minto, Lord Aberdeen, ete. :——

My Lorp—1I have now the pleasure of enclosing, for
your Lordship’s information and perusal, copy of Minute
of Meeting of gentlemen interested in the proposal to
send a curling team to Canada and the States during the
next winter.

As your Lordship may be aware, this proposal has

(o
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been often made before, but hitherto the difticulties
have appeared so considerable that no definite steps
have rvesulted. It is now strongly felt that in view of
His Majesty the XKing’s approaching Coronation and
some recent events, together with the strong national
feeling as to the desirability and necessity of cementing
the ties that unite the mother-country with her
Colonies, that the auspicious moment has arrived when
such a proposal shonld take effect.

As already mentioned, the difficulties are considerable.
There is the question of expense, and also the diffieulty
of getting competent teams of gentlemen who can spare
the time. Of course it might be possible to get two or
three rinks together, the members of which might pay
their own expenses, but it is felt that in this way the
teams would in no sense be representative, and it was
the feeling of the meeting that subscriptions should be
invited, and a central fund formed.

If three rinks of players (twelve in all) were sent, the
expense would probably be about £700, and whilst some
of the gentlemen might be prepared to pay their own
expenses, it is felt that it would be invidious for them
to do so, taking into account the others who were not
in a similar position. These gentlemen, however, would
be invited, and doubtless would he ready, to subscribe to
the central fund referred to.

I have written to the Secretaries of Curling Associa-
tions in Canada and the States, who during the last
twenty years have sent repeated pressing invitations for
such a visit, asking them for information and adviece, and
also to co-operate with a view of drawing up a pro-
gramme of matches to be played during a visit of two
or three months (say January, February, and March)
when ice is practically a certainty.
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It is proposed, should the present movement be suc-
cessful, to play at the following centres, viz. Montreal,
Ottawa, Toronto, Winnipeg, Pittsburg (possibly), and
New York, but the definite programme is a matter for
future consideration.

I have taken the liberty of writing your Lordship in
this connection, knowing the interest you take in Canada,
and your knowledge of the country, in the hope that you
will see your way to give the movement your patronage and
support, and I shall be very glad to have your views on the
subject.—I am, my Lord, your Lordsh ip’s obedient servant,

A. DAVIDSON SMITH.

In reply to this circular, communications favouring
the proposal were received from His Excellency the
Governor-General, who at once put himself in communi-
cation with the Canadian secretaries of branches as to
arrangements ; Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Mr. Chamberlain,
Lord Mount-Stephen, Lord Elgin, Lord Mansfield, Lord
Balfour of Burleigh, Lord Breadalbane, and Lord Strath-
cona. The last named, who is certainly the foremost
pioneer of progressin Canada and Lolds the office of High
Commissioner, wrote as follows :—

GLENCOE, N.B., Sept. 10, 1902.

My pEAR Sik—I beg to acknowledge your letter of
the 22nd, which has been forwarded to me here.

It is very satisfactory to know that the proposal to
send the Curling Team to Canada is meeting with such
favour, and I lnwe no hesitation in saying that the
eurlers, when they arrive in the Dominion, will receive
a most cordial reception in every part they visit.

I do not know that I have any suggestlons to offer
in the proposal, but if you think there is anything I ean
properly do to further the matter, T shall be Ulad if you
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will let me kuow,and such service as I can render, either
personally or as High Commissioner, would give me much
pleasure.— Believe me to be, very truly yours,

A. DavipsoN SMITH, Esq., STRATHCONA.

Royal Caledonian Curling Club,
4a York Place, Edinburgh.

The replies received from the secretaries of branches
and associations in Canada and the United States were
also most encouraging. These preliminary negotiations
having been attended with so much success, the promoters
of the movement brought the subject up at the Annual
Meeting of the Royal Club, which was presided over by
Lord Mansfield, who from the first sought as enthusiastic-
ally to send off the team to Canada as he does to send
the stone from the tee. The proceedings were as follows,
our report being taken from the Annual of 1902-3

The Visit to Canada

The Rev. J. KERR said—1 rise to propose the motion
that is printed in the agenda to this effect: “That this
meeting of the Royal Club, taking into consideration the
oft-repeated invitation of brethren in Canada and the
United States, is of opinion that the invitation should ‘
now be accepted, and decides to send out in the coming
winter a Representative Team, in the name and under
the auspices of the Royal Club, to play such matches as
may be arranged, and to convey to curlers at the various
centres to be visited the very hearty congratulations
and good wishes of the Mother-club.” 1 propose this
motion under a deep sense of responsibility, for I think
it is perhaps the most important motion that has been
tabled at any meeting of the Royal Club. We discuss
our internal affairs from time to time, but this motion
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has reference to a question of national and even imperial
nmportance, and must be fraught with the most far-
reaching effects on curling. I do not think I am putting
it too strongly when I say so. I must explain that I do
not make this motion on my own responsibility. I might
have done so as holding the high office of Chaplain in this
Club, and speaking in the interests of fraternal love and
peace as a chaplain should do. But I am one of a Com-
mittee which has been working on this subject for some
time, and as their Convener it falls to me to submit the
result of their deliberations. The Rev. Dr. Barclay of
Montreal at last annual meeting put it well when he
said that, instead of talking about this question, now was
the time to act. This Committee proceeded to act tirmly
and energetically, and to such effect, that they are able
to-day to inform the Mother-club that there are plenty of
rinks and plenty of men and plenty of money to carry
the proposal out. We are most loyal to the Mother-
club. T think the objection of the club in former years,
when the motion came up, was that she did not see
how to face the difficulties. Supposing this motion were
passed to-day, arrangements could not be made in time
to send out a deputation. We have arranged in advance,
so that everything is as cut and dry as possible. I wish
at the same time to say that this Committee in its action
has fixed nothing. We have committed nobody. Some
people seemed to think that we were speaking of the tour
as a foregone conclusion, that we had accepted the offer
from Canada, and had even gone the length of selecting
certain men to formn the team. We have settled nothing.
I think it right to say so, for if we had gone farther we
would have been doing what we ought not to have done
in loyalty to our Mother-club. What I have further to
say is, that the result of our deliberations and the work,
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generally speaking, of this Committee, has been that we
have received encouragement from every quarter, and
even from many who are not curlers. They seem to
think outside the curling brotherhood that the country
is expeeting the Royal Club to send men to Canada.
You know how the feeling between the Colonies and the
mother-country has been intensified by recent events.
You know how they rejoiced with us at the Diamond
Jubilee ; sorrowed with us on the death of the Queen;
and how they stood by and helped us in South Africa.
(Applause.) 'We have no more loyal child than Canada.
“The health of our auld respectit Mither,” is a toast the
curlers there never omit at their festivities. The curler’s
grip has something in it that no other salutation in the
world can give, and if you can send a team, it will have
far-reaching effects on the Royal Club, and on the game
of curling in Scotland and in the empire. Among those
who are strong advocates of this tour are Lord Mount-
Stephen; His Exeellency Lord Minto, Governor-General of
Canada ; Lord Strathcona, High Commissioner for the
Dominion; Lord Elgin; Lord Mansfield; Lord Breadalbane;
Lord Balfour of Burleigh—in faet, every nobleman of any
note in the eountry is in favour of it. The Transatlantic
Clubs have resolved to entertain the team hospitably
during their stay in Canada. The invitation is a pressing
one; but it is the only invitation you could expect from
curlers. Had it been a case of any other game, I do
not think such an offer would have heen received.

I wish to safeguard the position of the Mother-club.
This Committee that has been working for some time
comes to the Mother-club to-day, and says, “ 1f you do not
accept this proposal and carry it out, we drop it like a
hot potato. Without the consent of the Mother-club
we shall go no farther. We believe, however, that the
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Mother-club will do her duty.” (Applause.) I take it
for granted that you accept the motion unanimously.
(Applause.) I now look to a few difficulties.  Some
people might say to me, when I speak as the Mother-club,
“Are you not afraid to let your bairns go to Canada,
they will get such a drubbing ?” “ The Mother-club,” T
reply, “ will trust her children, believing that curling will
be advanced, whatever happens.” But Mother-club says,
“T have otler fears in sending my children.” Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, speaking lately of John Bull’s hospitality, said
he ought to have had a special stomach prepared for
himself before he left his country for the Coronation
hospitalities. In sending her children to Canada the
Royal Club might similarly say, “I am afraid some of
them may not come back, for they will be overcome by
kinduess.” At the time of the Coronation the Kiug pro-
posed an Order of Merit, and now the Royal Club might
do something of the same kind by choosing the Canadian
team, for to be a member of it would be a high honour.
The difficulties will be immense, but I am sure the
Mother-club will overcome these difticulties, and bhe
justified by her children. I may let you hear some
words that have been sent across the sea. One of the
most interesting communications is that from Professor
Black, Professor of English Literature in the University
of Boston—a Scotsman, T need not say. He intended
to be here, but has not been able to be present. He says:
“ For the sake of the United States, I wish all success
to yowr plan for sending to America a representative
team in the name and under the auspices of the Royal
Caledonian Curling Club. In these days of international
rivalries and commercial wars, it is well that a little
missionary work should be done in the interests of peace
and good-will ; and what better missionary along this line
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than a representative curling team ? As in all worthy
missionary efforts, risks are involved. Little did the
worthy Scotsman who introduced golf to New England
realise that his patriot-
ism and enthusiasm
would lead to a Mr.
Haskell or  Colonel
Kempshall  inventing
what  threatens the
very existence of the
sacred ‘gutty’! The
presence, the stimulat-
ing presence,in America,
of representatives of the
Mother Curling Club of
Scotland may result in
the invention of heaven
knows what in the way
of a substitute for the
channel-stone of im-
mortal memory ! But surely this risk is well worth the
running.”

Then we have the following from Mr. Foulis, Secretary
of the Grand National Curhlm Club of Awmerica: “ Our
executive committee meeting was duly held in New York,
and I was instructed to convey to the Royal Caledonian
curlers, vig then Secretary, a warm-hearted invitation to
‘Gi’e us a ca’” next winter, when, should the weather be
favourable, we will give them ontdoor curling on Cortlandt
Lake, now in the city limits, or indoor eurhu(r on our
covered rink at Hoboken, just across the Hudson Rlvm My
conscience ! what sights they will have seen before reaching
New York, from Hahfa\ to \mepeg, and thence th10u<rh
the States to the ocean, seeing Niagara in its winter

D. FOULIS.
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“fixin’s, and many other natural wonders as they travel
through this big country. And then the curlers they
will meet, and the curling they will see! If carried
out according to programme, it will be the greatest
curling trip ever dremmed of or attempted. I am only
afraid that by the time the Royal Caledonians reach here
they will be such experts at the game that our men will
have a poor chance of making any headway against
them.” The message from the Ontario Secretary is in
the same hearty strain. These voices are the voices of
men full of enthusiasm—1I helieve the reason is that
they are Scotsmen to begin with: and my appeal is that
after receiving these enthusiastic invitations you send an
enthusiastic message of acceptance back. (Applause.)

Sir Jou~ GILMOUR—TI shall not take up a moment of
the time of the meeting, which I know is precious. Mr.
Kerr has dealt with a large question.  Most of you have
considered this matter before you came into this room,
and I am certain only one feeling will pervade this meet-
ing or any meeting of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club,
and that is that we certainly should take the present
opportunity, and do what will be an honour not only to
the Royal Club but to Scotland itself. (Applause.) As
a young man I spent some time in Canada—you may
infer that was a good long while ago, but even then I
remember it was one cry from Ottawa to Quebec to see
if you would not try to send a representative team ;
for we knew they would get the heartiest welcome, T
do trust we will send the message which Mr. Kerr has
spoken of, by giving the heartiest reception to the
invitation we have received.

The CHAIRMAN—Is this agreed to? (Cries of
“ Agreed.”)

Mr. RoBErTsoN—DMay I suggest that this is not a
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meeting of the Royal Club—although the business will
come up at the anuual meeting—and T would suggest
that the words “this meeting of ” at the beginning of
the resolution should be deleted, making it read “that
the Royal Club.”

Mr. Kerr—That is better.

The CHAIRMAN—Is the motion agreed to? (Applause.)

This was carried unanimously.

The Rev. Mr. Patox (Vale of Scaur)—I know that
I am now approaching one of the difficult points in
connection with the subject of sending a team to Canada.
I, perhaps, have been asked to move the motion on the
agenda, inasmuch: as, like Sir John Gilmour, I have had
the opportunity of passing several years in Canada, and
of knowing the feeling there to be as strong and as en-
thusiastic as Sir John Gilmour has represented it. The
natural sequence of the resolution which you have just
passed is that now steps should be taken in order to
carry out the spirit and the letter of the resolution which
has been passed: and in agreeing to do that, it is an
absolute necessity that there shall, in one form or other,
be a Committee appointed to facilitate and carry this
through. Now we must remember that on this matter
there will be very considerable difference of opinion
regarding many points. We feel in regard to a Com-
mittee that 1t has in some respects to be a small one:
but in other respects it has to be a representative Com-
mittee. I shall be as brief as I can, speaking practically
on a matter of husiness, not in regard to the Canadians’
opinions at all. I am quite prepared at any other time
to speak about Canada, but I think we should at present
stick closely to the business points brought before us.
One of these is that the Committee should be to some
extent representative. "What I should be pleased to do,
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if I could see it was a practical matter, would Le that
each district having a proposal to make—that this man
and that man be sent—should be heard. If you do
this here, I conceive it would get us into inextricable
confusion, and it would be almost impossible for us to
arrive at a conclusion; but if this resolution be carried
in general terms, I am prepared to add such additions to
my present resolution as will raise the question of the
Committee. I feel it is extremely desirable that there
should be a great toleration of feeling and opinion
among the varied members of the Royal Club. 1t is
absolutely certain that many must be disappointed, and
it is absolutely certain that there will be those left out
who will be equally well fitted to act as those chosen.
But let us feel that it is a big concern, and try to keep
down any personal feelings or any little personal ani-
mosities that might arise. And T think the general
terms of this motion ought of necessity to be first
carried. I do not put it that you would require a
special Committee, but that “a Committee be now
appointed with full power to select the team and make
all necessary arrangements for the Canadian tour.” 1
think we are agreed that some step of that kind must be
made. If this is the only motion that is to be put, I
would not like to add anything more until this is carried.

The motion was seconded by Mr. M‘Kerrar (Hillhead),
and adopted.

The Rev. Mr. PAToN—This has forestalled no one in
regard to any remarks as to the composition of the
Committee or anything else connected with it. As I
have said, I at one time had a feeling that it would
facilitate matters very much if this meeting were just
to appoint a small Committee and give them full powers ;
but I have also felt that our club is a democratic associa-
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tion, and that it would be almost impossible to here
select a small Committee to carry out these matters.
I have a feeling that you have in the Royal Club a
Committee of Management to whom the affairs of the
club are committed.

I now propose “ That this special Committee be the
Committee of Management of the Royal Club, with power
to add to their number, with the suggestion that such
additions so made shall be fairly representative of the
different districts and provinces of the Royal Caledonian
Curling Club.” I wish to say that I think it is desir-
able that every part of the Club be represented on this
Committee, and T select a Committee of Management
of the Royal Club as the nucleus of the Committee,
because * they arc gentlemen in whom you have con-
fidence. They are the Committee of Management of the
Club’s affairs, and I do not think you can do better
than take them as the foundation of the Committee
to seleet this team, and carry out the arrangements
in regard to fares, the crossing of the ocean, and
the arrangements of the team, and many things. At
the same time, if it is to represent the different dis-
tricts or the different provinces of the Club, I think
that has been considered in appointing our central
Committee of Management. I have no feeling of any
kind on the subject. I have thought that would give
a selection that would meet the general views and
opinions and wishes of the Royal Club, and that is the
suggestion that I have to make—“That the special
Committee be the Committee of Management of the
Royal Caledonian Curling Club, with power to add to
their number, and with the suggestion that such addition,
if made, shall be fairly representative of the different
districts and provinces of the Club.”
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A MeMBER—What is the number of the Committee
of Management ?

The SECRETARY—About twelve.

Mr. GiLMourR—T rise for the purpose of seconding the
motion of Mr. Paton. I happen at the present moment
to be a member of the Committee, but 1 retire this
season, and will not be a member hereafter; but I think
that is a nucleus that we could start with, and it they
are to add to their numbers, other members could be got
from all parts of the country. I have great pleasure in
seconding this motion.

Mr. GarDNER (Bathgate)—I would be inclined to
vary that motion. Suppose that the Committee of
Management of the Royal Club is put on as one part of
the Committee, and that this meeting here should have
the power of adding other twelve. There are twelve of
the Committee of Management, and T suppose that we
here should have the power of adding other twelve,
becanse why should this Special Committee have the
power of choosing the other members? It should not.
We are here representing the whole country, and we
should put on the additional members.

Mr. TrOoMsoN (Holyrood) — To make everything
definite, T would propose that the Secretaries of the
provinces be added to the Committee of Management
of the Royal Club. T want to make the thing perfect in
that way, and want to secure that the whole districts of
Scotland have a representative on this organisation. (A
voice—What about England?) I am coming to that. -
It would be an unfortunate thing if you in a hole-and-
corner way selected twelve members here and allowed
them to select the others. This Committee should be
representative of all the curlers in all our clubs, and no
one can know the players better than the Secretary.
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Let the Secretaries attend this meeting, nominate the
gentlemen they propose, and let them be voted on. I
say that is the best way of attaining fair play, and
definite information as to the different men when their
claims come to be considered. I move accordingly.

Rev. W. L. M‘DovGaLL—I want to say one word.
I do not object to the appointment of the Committee of
Management of the Club, but at the same time I do not
know if they are all acquainted with the different curlers
throughount Scotland. If you choose a man from each
province, you would have a representative Committee,
and there would be no grumbling—the whole of the
districts would be represented, and no district could say,
“Oh, the thing has been done for one place "—you
would have them all represented.

The SECRETARY—That is what is intended to be done.

A MeMBER—Might 1 point out to the meeting that
there are many parts of the country where there are no
provinces at all, and therefore there will be no repre-
sentative of them on the Committee, unless you add some
from their district ?

Mr. THoMsoN—The proposal is to appoint the Secre-
taries of provinces and districts.

Provost RoseErTs—I beg to move another amend-
ment. I do not think this would meet the objection.
It might be that Secretaries of provinces would support
members from their own club rather than members of
the clubs in their provinces. But I think this motion
ought to be imperative, and instead of merely giving
power to add to their number, I propose this change on
the resolution—* That the Committee be instructed to
appoint no fewer than its own number to be selected
from provinces and counties not at present represented
on the Committee.”

D
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Provost Youxc (Moffat)—I second the motion pro-
posed by Mr. Paton if he will make his motion imperative
on the Managing Committee to select representatives
from all the districts, independent of provinces. As
the gentleman who has just spoken said, there are
certain districts in Scotland not represented. Imstead of
leaving it to the General Committee to select certain
members, I would make it imperative on them to select
a member from each district in Scotland, independent of
provinees.

Provost ROBERTS—My motion is that they be selected
from provinces or counties not at present represented.

Mr. Scort (Bonhill)—An amendment has been pro-
posed by a very good curler, known all over the curling
world—DProvost Roberts—and I rise to second it. I
think that as soom as possible not fewer than twelve
should be added to this Committee, and I think repre-
sentatives should be taken from districts that have not
representatives on this Committee: you will thus get
the views of the length and breadth of Scotland.

The CHAIRMAN—The first thing I require is, that
each gentleman who makes one or other of these amend-
ments puts it in writing and sends up bis motion in
writing, and I will put it to the vote. T hold that the
proposition now before us is that it be remitted to the
Committee of Management with power to add to their
number. That was the original proposal. Those who
have any amendments to that, will please send them in.

Provost RopeErTs then put his amendment in this
form—< That the Committee be the Committee of Man-
agement of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club, with
instructions to add to that Committee not fewer than its
own number, to be selected from provinces and counties
not at present represented on the Committee.”

- -——

e e 2 T
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Mr. Cousix moved—*That we now proceed to
nominate twelve gentlemen to act on the Committee.”

Mr. TromsoN moved—*That the Committee of
Selection be the Executive Committee of the Royal
Club, and the Secretaries of all the provinces and
distriets of the Royal Club.”

The SECrRETARY—Will Provost Roberts not meet Mr.
Thomson’s views ?

Mr. THoMsoN—They are the same except that he
restricts his amendment to the number twelve. I think
all the clubs should have an opportunity of being
represented.

The SecreETarY—He does not restrict it; he says
“mnot fewer.”

The motion and amendments having been voted
upon, the amendment of Provost Roberts was carried.

The Expenses of the Team

Mr. C. C. MoFFAT (Merchiston) then moved— That
the Secretary of the Royal Club be authorised to grant
to the Special Committee (Canadian Tour) out of the
Funds of the Royal Club, if found necessary, a sum not
exceeding £200 towards the Central Fund to meet
expenses.” In putting this motion before you (he said)
I am very glad indeed to see that the Royal Caledonian
Curling Club stands in such a position that they are
able to meet a small expense like this. I amn very glad
indeed that this Canadian tour is to come off, and we
are thankful indeed to those gentlemen who took it up
so heartily outside the Royal Caledonian Club, As was
explained by our friend the Chaplain, if it had not been
for those gentlemen who took up this matter and formed
themselves into a committee, we would have landed
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ourselves to-day in a very peculiar position, and might
not have been so far forward in the matter as we are.
T am sure that in a case like this, you will all feel that
it is absolutely necessary that the Mother-club, in sending
out representatives, should remember its own connection
with curlers, and should not only give good will and
greeting, but should lend them something of her ways
and means, in order that they may be enabled to carry
out the project as successfully as possible. I think it is
unnecessary to say more in support of the motion I have
now proposed.

Mr. ConsTABLE—I have much pleasure in seconding
this motion.

A MgesBer—1 think we should hear from the
Secretary how many replies were sent in from gentlemen
who were willing to pay their own expenses.

The SecrErary-——That is scarcely possible, for so
many of them are fettered with conditions. About
ninety-three are willing to go, and thirteen rinks have
been entered.

Provost YouNg-—How many rinks do you propose ?

The SECRETARY—From the other side two to four are
proposed. We have thought of twenty curlers; there is
nothing definite.

The CHAIRMAN—I must remind you that you have
remitted this with full powers to the Committee.

“ Transatlantic Clubs”

Referring to these resolutions at the luncheon after-
wards, the Rev. Mr. Paton in proposing “Tne Transatlantic
Curling Clubs,” said :—

I have, through the indulgence of the Secretary of
the Royal Club, been allowed to take a special interest
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in the arrangements that have been going on regarding
this proposed visit across the Atlantic. I do not know
that any of you quite realise the difficult position in
which I was placed in regard to proposing the motion
which was carried almost unanimously. There must
have been present to-day elements of extreme difference
of opinion in regard to what was the best mode of select-
ing the team, and I assure you it was with the desire in
the gentlest manner to carry the whole meeting along
with me that I undertook, at the request of the Secretary,
to endeavour to have a harmonious meeting, which, I am
glad to say, has been practically achieved. I am deeply
interested in those Transatlantic clubs. T have spent
several years across the Atlantic, and my interest in them
was of the most pleasant nature. Those who go over to
that country will find that they are clubs essentially of
gentlemen—by gentlemen I paturally mean that in play-
ing they have the feelings of gentlemen. You will find
a character of ice to which we are very seldom accustomed
in this country, and in the body of curlers you will find
that quiet Kilmarnock twist practised to such an extreme
degree that, notwithstanding the high-toned expectations
of Mr. Gemmill, may enable him to get some little
wrinkles. It you go across the Atlantic, I can assure you
you will meet there an enthusiasm which would scarcely
exist in this country. That land is full of enthusiasm
regarding its imperial affairs, full of enthusiasm regarding
its curling, and I can assure you that those who go will
never cease to remember the absolute kindness, the abso-
lute fraternity that will be in your heart as you realise
the call that has brought you into the curling there.
You will find in some of those clubs maguificent build-
ings costing £2000 or £3000, with rooms for luncheon,
for reading, or for smoking, and wandering about in a
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kind of luxurious winter garment, and you will find
much fraternity among the gentlemen whose game I was
associated with. I think, perhaps, you will have a slight
advantage in Toronto and the West over the men who
curl with stones; but in Montreal and Quebec they curl
with iron, and I believe Dr. Barclay curls with one of
those rinks, and I am told it is a fortunate thing for the
stones that they are made of iron. I assure you that it
gives me the greatest pleasure to think that so many of
my friends will get an experience out in Canada. I have
no doubt that they will come home at least wiser, and,
some say, sadder. I do not say they will be humbler
men. If you go into the United States you will find the
same enthusiastic reception. It has been to me a source
of extreme pleasure to attend here to-day. T couple with
this toast the name of Mr. J. M. Clark, K.C., Toronto.
I have no doubt whatever if you are to travel there among
curlers they will be quite ready to give their services to
assist you. I am suve that Mr. Clark will be able to tell
you how enthusiastic they will be. (Applause.)

Mzr. J. M. Crazk, K.C., Toronto, replied, and in doing
so sald—Permit me as a Canadian to express to you my
extreme gratitude for the kind way in which you have
spoken of Canada here to-day. I regret very much that
my esteemed friend, Professor Black, is not here to respond
for the United States, although, strictly speaking, he is
rather a Scotsman residing in the United States, than
a citizen of the United States visiting Scotland. When
I had the pleasure of being with you some years ago, on
the invitation of your excellent Secretary, Mr. Smith,
I took the liberty, when called on to respond to this
same toast, to urge very strongly in my feeble way that
your Association should accept the invitations which had
been extended to you from time to time from Canada,



HANDS ACROSS THE SEA 39

that a representative curling teamn should be sent from
Scotland to Canada for the purpose not only of curling
there and of entering into matches, but of meeting in
a friendly way the curlers of Canada, and of learning
and reporting again to Scotsmen here what kind of a
country Canada is, and what kind of people Scotsmen
in Canada are. And it was therefore with the greatest
pleasure that I heard to-day, being present at your
meeting on the invitation of your Secretary, that you
had decided with such unanimity and enthusiasm that
these invitations long since extended and emphasised,
as 1 have heard, by the Rev. Dr. Barclay of Montreal
and others, had at last been definitely and finally
accepted. I need mot say, for you have the official
assurance, that the deputation that goes to Canada will
receive a right royal and Scottish welcome in Canada,
because Scotsmen remain Scotsmen in Canada, never-
theless the truest of Canadians. I will not detain you
because I know many of you are in a hurry to get
away, and I would prefer very much that what should
be said of Canada should be said by those of your
number who shall visit us during the coming year.
But I would emphasise what was so foreibly urged by
My, Fergusson, and would add that it is a matter
which thoughtful British subjects should carefully and
seriously consider. Every effort should be made that
the British Dowminions beyond the seas, such as Canada,
should remain always thoroughly British, and that can
be done ouly if the people of Britain join hands with
Canada and the other British commonwealths to foster
the feeling of unity within the British Empire, to which
so marked expression has been given in the past few
years. There have been, as you all know, tremendous
developments along that line in Canada. When the
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late lamented Queen commenced her reign, as you are
all aware, Canada was in a state of rebellion—at least
part of it was; and one of the colleagues of Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, in a recent speech which I heard, made a
remarkable statement, that when the late Queen began
her reign his father was a rebel, and at the end of her
reign he was a British Minister—a Minister of the
Crown, and a member of that Canadian ministry which
sent certain contingents to fight for the integrity of the
Empire, and who you in this country have been pleased
to say did themselves and the Empire credit in South
Africa.  (Applause.) And I say that development is of
the greatest importance in the interests of the British
KEmpire. There is all round a profound impression—1I
notice it expressed in all your papers, in all your
magazine discussions—that difficult questions—questions
of the most momentous import—will arise and press for
solution in the near future; and if the solution of these
questions is to be one which means the permanence and
predominant power of the British Empire, then I say it
is important that the tremendous natural resonrces which
are in Canada and in your other so-called Colonies should
be preserved intact—should be preserved and developed
so as to promote the prosperity of the British Empire ;
that is to say, in short, that countries such as Canada
should be kept thoroughly British. (Applause) And
I think it is well worth the while of this your mother-
country, which we in Canada all look up to with
gratitude, to bear in mind from time to time the
interests of the other parts of the Empire, to take some
adequate steps to promote our common Iinperial in-
terests ; and if Canadians, as Mr. Fergusson has said, have
complained from time to time in the past, they should
no longer have reason to complain that Britishers at
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home here treat many of the Colonies as if they really
were foreign countries and not, as we claim to be, integral
portions of the British Empire. (Applause.) I must
apologise for having taken more time than I intended,
but I must simply thank you very cordially indeed
for the very hearty and enthusiastic manner in which
you proposed the toast of “The Transatlantic Clubs,”
and I say again as a private citizen what has been
officially communicated to you by the responsible officials
in Canada, that your deputation will have a most hearty
welcome when they cross the Atlantic. (Applause.)

Mr. MavrcoLm (Dollar) said the work of My. Davidson
Smith had been referred to several times that day, and
he thought before they parted they ought to drink to his
very good health.

The SgcrETARY said he did not know how to thank
them for having drunk his health and responded to it in
the way in which they had done. He thanked them
sincerely, because that had been a very trying day to him.
They had up this Canadian proposal, which had been in
his mind for some years, and he was so gratified with the
result of to-day’s meeting that he did not know how to
thank them. All the same, he appreciated their kindness
to him, for he never could cease to remember it. This
meeting was one of the largest they had ever held. He
could see that enthusiasm had been raised by this
Canadian movement, and that augured well for it. They
had now many things to do—delicate matters to discuss
in this committee, which would require strong men who
would carry out the remit decided upon that day as they
thought right. He had to thank a great many who had
assisted him there, notably, of course, the convener, the
Rev. Mr. Kerr; but he was sure Mr. Kerr would join
with him in saying that they were much indebted for
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good advice and the calm manner in which it was de-
livered to them by their friend, the Rev. Mr. Paton. He
heartily thanked Mr. Paton for his kindness- that day.
(Applause.) He thanked them all. (Applause.)

The Rev. JouN KEgrr said that the mention of Mr.
Paton had been well received, and he did not think that
they should depart without toasting their good friend.
Mr. Paton had done far more on this occasion than any
person knew anything about; and if they had not had
him, with his wise counsel and sagacious advice, they
would not have been where they were. (Applause.)

The purport of these resolutions of the Royal Club
may be briefly stated as follows, viz.:—

1. That a Team be sent to visit Canada and the States
under the auspices of the Club.

2. That a Special Committee, consisting of the Committee
of Management with instructions to add not
fewer than its own number from provinces and
districts not represented, be appointed to select
the Team.

3. That a Grant of £200 be made to the Central Fund
to meet expenses, and that the Secretary be ve-
imbursed the Preliminary Expenses incurred by
him.

In terms of these resolutions, a meeting of the
Committee of Management, acting as the nucleus of the
Special Committee, was held on August 6, 1902, when
the Secretary was instructed to write to secretaries of
provinces not already represented on the Committee,
asking them each to nominate a gentleman to act on
behalf of their province ; and districts where no provinces
existed had representatives appointed. Iu all, sixteen
provinces (unrepresented by the Committee) were invited
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to send representatives, and seven districts had represen-
tatives appointed. The following is a list of the gentle-
men who accepted office and attended the meetings of
the Special Committee :—

THE COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT

Provinces represented.

East of Fife . . Sir John Gilmonr, Bart. of Montrave, Leven.

West Lothian . . J. A. Robertson-Durham, Esq. of Boghead,
Jathgate. .

Mid Lothian . . Sir J. H. Gibson-Craig, Bart. of Riccarton
Currie,

West Lothian . . James Gardner, Esq., Solicitor, Bathgate.

Glasgow Province . John Jackson, Esq., 120 West Regent Street,
Glasgow. .

Mid Lothian . . J. W, Learmonth, Esquire, 112 Thirlestane
Road.

Border . : . Major-General Boswell, Darnhall, Melvose.

Lanarkshire . . Colonel Robertson-Aikman of Ross, Tor
Dale, Matlock.

East Lothian . . W. Gemmill, Esq., Greendykes, Macmerry.

Scottish Central . Rev. R. M. Fergusson, Logie Manse, Bridge
of Allan.

Twelfth . . . Dr. Graham, 3 Garthland Place, Paisley.

East Lothian . . Rev. John Kerr, The Manse, Dirleton, Drem.

Glasgow . a . J. M‘Kellar, Esq., 112 Bath Street, Glasgow.

ADDITIONAL MEMBERS

Provinces and Districts
not formerly represented.

Ayrshire . . John B. Fergusson, Esq. of Balgarth, Ayr.

England . . James Telford, Esq., 76 Westgate Road,
Newecastle-on-Tyne.

Berwickshire . . William Crawford, Esq., Solicitor, Duns. -

Wm. Riddell, Esq., Cocklaw, Oldhamstocks.
Sutherland and Caith-
ness - § ; D. Nairne, Esq., Secretary, Inverness
Inverness-shire 3 Curling Club, Inverness.
Kincardineshire s ,
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ADDITIONAL MEMBERS—-continued

Provinces and Districts
not formerly represented.

Cupar District . Robert Cathcart, Esq. of Pitcairlie, New-
burgh, Fife.

West of Fife . . R. Husband, Esq., Wriier, 1 Douglas Street,
Dunfermline.

. - Provost Young, Moftat.

i ' | {Rev. Andrew zI”’aton, Penpont.

Peeblesshire . . R. 8. Anderson, Esq., Peebles,

Stirlingshire . . J. T. M‘Laren, Esq., Polmaise, Stirling.

Tenth . 3 . P. Cameron, Esq., Solicitor, Alexandria.

Upper Strathearn . M. Finlayson, Esq., Solicitor, Crieff.

Lochleven : . Rev. Mr. M‘Dougall, Orwell, Kinross.

Strathmore . . J. B. M‘Lachlan, Esq., Allan Street, Blair-
gowrie.

The Special Committee having been duly constituted,
appointed the Rev. John Kerr Convener, and remitted it
to a Sub-Committee, consisting of the Convener and
Messrs. Gemmill, Husband, M‘Kellar, Gardner, Anderson,
and M‘Laren, to get further information and report to
a future meeting. The Sub-Committee met on four
occasions, and having gone carefully over the list of
volunteers submitted to them, submitted a Report to the
Special Commnittee on October 15, 1902, in which they
recommended that the following gentlemen form the
team :—

Mark Sanderson, Duddingston, Mid Lothian.
Robert Cousin, Merchiston, Mid Lothian.
Rev. John Kerr, Dirleton, East Lothian.
Provost Gordon, Bathgate, West Lothian.

R. Husband, Dunfermline, Fife.

Major Scott Davidson, Hercnles, Fife.

J. B. Fergusson, Ayr and Alloway, Ayrshire.
D. Bentley Murray, Airthrey Castle, Stirling.
W. Henderson, Kinnochtry, Perth.

T. Macmillan, Glencairn, Dumfries.
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Henry Prain, Castle Huntly, Perth.

E. Gibson, Biggar, Lanark.

D. Murray, Kelvindock, Lanark.

W. Stirling, Galashiels, Selkirk.

Provost Ballantyne, Peebles, Peebles.

G. Deans Ritchie, Broughton United, Peebles.
W. Hamilton, Dounglas, Lanark.

R. Johnston, Upper Annandale, Dumfries.

A. E. Campbell, Gourock, Renfrew.

J. Simpson, Orwell, Kinross.

Major Bertram, Medyin, Lanark.

Dr. Kirk, Bathgate, West Lothian.

D. Provan, Craiglockhart, Mid Lothian.

R. Bramwell, Upper Nithsdale, Dumfries.
Andrew Smith, Stenhouse and Carron, Stirling.
James M‘Gregor, Camperdown, Forfar.

The Rev. John Kerr was appointed Captain of the team, and
Mr. R. Husband, Solicitor, Dunfermline, Secretary and Treasurer.

Note—Of those chosen, two members, Mr. J. B. Fergusson and
Mr. W. Stirling, found they were
nnable to go, and Mr. A. T. Sim-
son, Melrose, was added to the
team. Mr. Hamilton was unfortu-
nately prevented by a domestic
beveavement from accompanying
the team. This was a matter of
much regret to the members, for he
is an excellent enrler, and would
have been a tower of strength. To
his great credit be it said that
when he found it impossible to go
he forwarded a handsome subserip-
tion toward the expenses of the
tour.

The Special Committee
unanimously approved of the
Report submitted, and con-
tinued the Sub-Committee with powers. The Comunittee,
with the desire of grouping the members of the team
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according to districts, and considering the places in
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Rink No. I.

D. Provan, Ist.

Mark Sanderson, 2nd.
D. R. Gordon, 3rd.
Robh. Cousin, Skip.

Rink No. IL
Major Bertram, Ist.
T. Macmillan, 2nd.
R. Johnstou, 3rd.
R. Bramwell, Skip.

Rixk No. IIL

And. Smith, 1st.
Dr. Kirk, 2nd.
D. Murray, 3rd.

Rixk No. IV.
A. T. Simson, 1st.
G. Deans Ritchie, 2nd.
E. Gibson, 3rd.
Provost Ballantyne, Skip.

Rixk No. V.
Jas. M‘Gregor, 1st.
D. Bentley Murray, 2nd.
Henry Prain, 3rd.
Rev. John Kerr, Skip.

Rixk No. VL.

R. Husband, 1st.
J. Simpson, 2nd.
W. Henderson, 3rd.

A. E. Campbell, Skip. Major Scott Davidson, Skip.
It was understood, however, that this arrangement
was subject to alteration if such were found necessary,
and that for such re-arrangement and all other matters
connected with the tour a small Committee should be
chosen to act along with the Captain and Secretary.



CHAPTER 1II
EN ROUTE

Over the curling sea, | We’re gann to gi'e our foes,
Our bark is bounding free, Amang the upland snows,
And a jolly, jolly crew—are we ! A taste o’ Atholl brose—will we !

We're gaun to meet our kin,
And gif we losc or win,

We're aff to ice and snaw,
And we're bound for far awa’,

To the glorious Canada—hip he ! Their loyal hearts we'll bin’—will
i we !
We've got the nerves and thows,
Kilmarnocks on our pows, Hail ! Scotsmen o’ the west,
An’ the very pick o kowes—have = The thistle be your crest,
we ! An’ the tartan on your breast—
Ho he!

Our rinks are gallant men, .
We hae pipers nine or ten, Hail ! brither curlers a’,
An’ the crawfordjohns ye ken— I That like the smell o’ snaw.
have we! { For we’re aff to Canada—are we !
Rev. A. BEXNVIE.

THE arrangements as to the tour were, after due
consideration, placed in the hands of Messrs. J. and H.
Lindsay, Limited, 18 South St. Andrew Street, Edin-
burgh, and it may here be said that fromn first to last the
Messis. Lindsay gave eomplete satisfaction by the fulness
and excellenee of their services. Although crowded with
other duties, for his elientéle is one of the largest in the
country, Mr. W. Lindsay, the managing direetor, personally
49 E
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superintended all the arrangements. At his instance a
special brochure was prepared
for the use of the members of
the team, containing a photo
of the team, a picture of
the Bawarian, travel notes of
information as to personal
outfit, luggage, money, cable-
grams, ete, while Dblank
pages were provided for se-
curing Canadian autographs
and memoranda of the tour.
The following was the Itiner-
ary drawn up originally for
the team :—

W. LINDSAY.

APPROXIMATE TIMES ONLY

. ! Mileage |
Date. Winter 1002-3. ng:’)"f’ Pr‘;rfi‘:)‘us
point.
Days.
Dec. 18, Th.  Leave Liverpool by R.M.S. Bavarian,
Arrive about 10,600 tons.
Dee. 26, F. In Hallfa\ N.S : 5 3 8 2342
Jan. 3, Sat. | Leave Hahfa‘(, 8. 40 A.M. {
,, 3, Sat. | Arrive St. John, INGI 55 (05 . 3L e 205
,, 6, Tu. | Leave St. John, N.B.,, 6 .M. 5
Py 7 (V. Arrive Windsor Stdtlon, Montreal,
8.35 A.M. ‘ 7 481
sl IR NG Leave Place Vwer Statxon Montlep]
2 P.M.
W Arrive Quebec, 7 P.M. \ 3 172
,, 17, Sat. | Leave Quebec, 11 r.M.
W L3RS Arrive Montreal, 6.30 A. M. . N 2192
,, 19, M. Leave Windsor Station, Montreal
9.40 A.M.
, 19, M. Arrive Centlal Station, Ottawa,
12,40 .M. . . 5 2 112 |
SRR, W Leave Ottawa, 11. 30 A4 M il




Date.

l
‘ -
F

Jan. 21, W.
Fi

eb. 2, M.
4, W.
o 0 LS
e 11, W,
|
| . 13, F
|
,» 13, F.
v ks
|
s 16, M.

The following was the cable code :—

SPECIAL CABLE CODE FOR THE USE OF DELEGATES

Abode .
Abord .
Amen .
Amend
Amaide.
Amass .
Amo

Annoy
Caclle .
Cake

Cave

Coast .
Cockal .
Cowrie
Crank .

EN ROUTE 51
APPROXIMATE TIMES ONLY—continued
] Mileage |
Winter 1902-3. 7l k. W
point.
Days.
| Arrive Toronto, 7.15 v.M. 11 248
Leave Toronto, 1.45 p.M.
Arrive Winnipeg »iec North Bay,
12.30 p.a. . 3 . 6 | 1288
Lpaxe Winnipeg, 1. 45 pow.
Arrive '\Imneapohs 6.0 A.M. (Stay '
at St. Paul) . 2§ I8 TSI
Leave St. Paul, .JO A, M . ia ’
Chicago, Mll\\aukee and St. Paul
Razl\\ay
Arrive Chicago, 9.25 v.M. . 3 1 410
Leave Chicago, 5.20 p.y. (N.Y.C.
Rly.) Lake Shore Limited.
Arrive New York, 6.30 p.y. . . 2 979
Leave New York, say Feb. 18. |
Homeward Jouxxley New York to
Glasgow 2950
Total distance travelled

Arrived all right, pleasant passage, advise friends.

Arrived here to-day.

Arrived all well, stormy passage,

Arrived here to-day ; will write first mail.
Wish you to leave as soon as possible.

When will you leave ?

Left New York to-day (state steamer).
Departure postponed ; will explain by letter.
Your cable has been received and understood.
How are you? Cable reply.

Why do you not write ?

Have missed this week’s mail with my letters.

To whom have you sent my mail care of ?
No mail matter here for you.
Letter will explain delay.
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‘ade
Fadge .

Fuir
akir .
Fall
Fame .
Fan
Fane
Faro

Fear
Feed .
Hand .
Isadelphe
Isamate

Ishoseth

Isodynamic .

Isography
[solasses
Isolatedly
Tsonalique
Isophorous
Mabel .
Madden
Madly
Magnum
Magpie
A[L(rl’d 5

Marn .

CURLING TOUR

Am out of funds; can you remit draft to me at
for ?
Am out of funds ; cable money to me care of
for sum of .
How much do you require
Remittance not to hand.
When did you send remittance 7 Cable reply.
Remittance will be sent by next mail.
Remit by cable.
Remittance received.
Am out of funds; can you send draft to me by
first mail ?
Have sent draft as requested.
Have sent draft care of
What is the name of your hotel ?
is dangerously ill.
is dangerously ill and doctor advises
your return at once.
is dead.
is decidedly better and out of danger.
Is everybody well at home ?
Is everything all right ?
is ill, but not seriously.
is ill; ease quite serious.
is i1l ; veturn at once, do not delay.
What steamer are you returning by ?
A happy New Year.
Anything the matter ? No letters or telegrams.
How is business? Am I needed at home?
Stay longer if it will benefit you.
Will start for home at omce, and will telegraph
name of steamer before sailing.
Fverything ranning smoothly. All well. - Nothing
here requiring your hasty return.

Fach member had, further, provided for him an ab-
breviated name by which a cable reached him during the
tour, or reached his friends at home if sent from the
other side, e.g. « Kerrcurl ” was the Captain’s abbrevia-
tion, the other members bheing treated in a similar

manner.
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“ At last!” was the expression on every ome’s lips
when the team assembled on the afternoon of Wednesday,
December 17, to proceed to Liverpool. Accommodation
had been provided for them at the Exchange Station Hotel,
where they would spend a night before proceeding on
board the Bavarian, en route for Halifax next morning.
The majority of the members were present, and were
easily distinguished from the crowd which had assembled
to give them a hearty cheer off by the special Tam ¢
Shanters which had been adopted by them as their dis-
tinguishing mark.

The members of the team before going on board
were decorated with sprigs of heather and tartan by a
daughter of the Captain,which
were worn by them during the
tour. By two o’clock, which
was the time of starting, a
crowd of over 200 people
had assembled at the station.
Many prominent men in local
curling clubs were present,
and great enthusiasm pre-
vailed.  Just before starting
the Captain of the team, in
response to the cheering of
the crowd, made a few re-
marks from the door of the

Photo by Crooke, Edinburgh.

saloon carriage. He thanked GOOD LUCK TO YOU, MERRY
those who had come to give e
them a hearty send-oft on their towr.  No party

ever left Scotland, he said, with a more difficult task
before them than they had if they were to beat the
Canadians at the game of curling, in which, as they
all knew, they had attained perfection. But whether
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victorious or not, he was sure of this, that the result of
their visit would be that Canadians and Americans would
be 1nore closely united in sympathy with Scotsmen than
they had ever been. The train steamed out of the station
amid loud cheering.

At Symington station, Messrs. Ballantyue, Ritchie,
and Gibson joined their contreres as members of the team,
and during the short interval that the train waited,
ex-Bailie Rae, Biggar, presented the Captain of the team
with a besom of Biggar broom, the handle of which was
painted in colours emblematic of the Union Jack, and
which he trusted would be the means of “sweeping them
on to vietory.” The Captain gladly accepted the gift
and thanked the donor, after which the train proceeded
south amid the ringing cheers of the local curlers who
had assembled at the station.

On their arrival at Liverpool the Scottish curlers were
met by a deputation from ILiverpool Caledonian Club,
accompanied by Piper M‘Kenzie, who played them from
the station to the hotel. When the Liverpudlian curlers
had heard of the team’s tour, they had kindly addressed
an invitation to headquarters asking the team to be their
guests on the evening before their departure for Canada,
and they had very thoughtfully arranged for their enter-
tainment to be held in the hotel where the Scotsmen
were to put up for the night.

The President of the Club, Mr. Smith of Craigielands,
who bears a name well known in the curling world, and
is a descendant of a famous curling family in the dis-
trict of Borgue, Kirkcudbrightshire, occupied the chair,
and after the usual loyal toasts he proposed “ Success to
the Scottish Team,” saying that every curler knew that
they had a very difficult task before them, but that what-
ever might be the result their visit would be productive
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of much good. The Captain made a suitable reply, and
with song and sentiment a pleasant evening was spent.

Photo by Barraud, Liverpool. Photo by Mewll & Morrison, Liverpool,
JAMES SMITH OF CRAIGIELANDS. W. M. GEDDES.
President Liverpool Club. Secretary Liverpool Club.

During proceedings the following kindly greetings
were handed to the Captain and received with applause
by the team :—

Haddington.
Captain Kerr, S.S. Bavarian, Allan Line.
Pith and Pluck to ane an a’ baith on sea and ice.
Prouproor.
Haddington.
Rev. John Kerr, Royal Exchange Hotel, Liverpool,
Scotch Curling Team. To wait arrival

For Auld Scotland’s honour awa’, lads, awa’: we’re o’
thinkin’ o’ ye: here’s luck to ye a’! safe oot, safe hame !
Kowes up! hurrah from East Lothian Province !

KEMP, Secretary.
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Lothian Road, Edinburgh.
Kerr, Exchange Hotel, Liverpool.

Edinburgh curlers thank Liverpool’s entertainment
wishing good speed to Captain Kerr’s Canadian team.

LEARMONTH.

THE LAST GANGWAY.

Next morning the Liverpcol curlers kindly took the
mewmbers of the team round the city to see the various
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sights of Cottonopolis before boarding the Baverian.

< Lhoto by Jackson, Liverpool. Photo by Meull & Morrison, Liverpool,
WILLIAM REID. J. MACMILLAN.
Vice-President Liverpool Club, Liverpool Club.

- ~ -

Photo by P'ettingall,
MICHAEL M‘MILLAN. J. ALEXANDER.

Liverpool Club. Treasurer, Liverpool Club.

Photo vy Meult & Morrson, d.averpool.

Liverpool,

Mr. Davidson Smith, the Secretary of the Royal Club,
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who, to the regret of the members of the team, could not
accompany them farther, went with them to Liverpool
and went aboard the Bavarian to see them away. Mr.
William Lindsay, of Lindsay and Company, also went
with them to Liverpool, and saw them on board. It was
expected that the Bavarian would sail on the 18th, and
these gentlemen left for home before the time for the
start of the Bavarian, expecting to reach Edinburgh that
night. While they had conducted the team successfully
so far, it so happened that they took the wrong portion
of the Preston train, and got stranded at that place for
the night. On hearing this, the Captain of the team

sent them the following wire :

Davidson Smith and Lindsay,
Non-conductors, Park Hotel, Preston.
(lackle fair fame magpie main amiss. KERRCURL.

Which being interpreted read—

Your cable has been received and understcod. How much do
vou require ? Remittance will be sent by next mail. Stay longer
it it will benefit you. Everything running smoothly. All well
Nothing here requiring your hasty return. When will you leave ?

KERRCURI.

This was perhaps the most extensive use made of the
code during the whole tour.

The missing conductors after a night at Preston had
evidently reached home, as the following was received by
the team next day :—

Edinburgh, 1.1 p.m.
Kerveurl, Bavarian,

¢/o Boatman, Allan Line, Moville.

Arrived safely this morning after many wanderings ; fourteen
Tours on journey ; bon woyage !

The Bavarian was not allowed to leave the dock on
the evening of the 18th, the storm cone being hoisted,
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so that the members had to settle down and enjoy them-
selves the best way they could. This detention of the
big ship in the dock was
made the occasion for the
following amusing account
of the two Bathgate repre-
sentatives, and their Afirst
experience of a night at
sea, from the pen of Mr
Gardner, the humour of the
story being enhanced by the
fact that neither of these
gentlemen ever indulges in
any liguor stronger than
cold water.

After the banquet they went
aboard the Bavarian, where they -
were allotted their respective
berths, onr worthy Provost and
Doctor of Bathgate quartering
together. Early in the follow-
ing morning the Provost awoke
after a refreshing sleep, when the
following dialogne took place :—

Provost—How are you get-
ting on, Doctor ?

Docror—Splendid ! I was awakened once or twice with the
waves dashing against the sides of the vessel.

Provost—It blew a perfect hurricane, but being fatigued by
the long railway journey, I soon fell oblivions into the bosom
of Morpheus.

Docror—What a splendid vessel the Bavarian is !

Provost—You scarcely feel it moving.

Docror—T1f the rest of the voyage is as smooth as this

Provost—It will be a perfect treat all the way to Halifax.

Docror—TI feel no sea-sickness as yet.

Provost—Nor I. T feel a strong desive for beef-steak and hot
potatoes.
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Docror—1I think, counting from the time we left Liverpool,
we will now be 50 miles on the road to Halifax.

Provost—You're far wrong, Doctor. Putting the time and
the great speed of the Bavarian together, we are 100 miles on the
wide Atlantic.

Docror—I bet a level sovereign we are only 50 miles; but
here comes the Captain, who will act as ninpire.

Provost—Captain, whether are we 100 or 50 miles on our
voyage sinee we left Liverpool ?

Capraiy —Follow me to the deck and T will there give decision.
You will there behold a beautiful sunrise, the screaming sea-mew,
the tumbling porpoise, the huge leviathan, the terrible sea-serpent,
and many of the wonderful and awful inhabitants of the mighty
deep, with perhaps a mermaid or two !

Docror and ProvosT—We follow ; we follow.

CarraiN—Now we are on deck—behold! You have never
left Liverpool !

Provost and Docror—Tableaux !

CapraiN—Your bets are both lost, and you are mulet in the
penalty of one quart bottle of champagne each as my nmpire fee !

But who “punished” the penalty history does not yet declare.

After a day’s delay the team got off on Kriday the
19th.  The members watched with great interest the
Buvarian threading her way through-
out the various locks, then down the
crowded Mersey. The departure of
the pilot who had been on board
until they were fairly out at sea,as he
alighted from the steamer, was, owing
to the rough condition of the water,
rather exciting. The ZBavarian 1is
\g’—;@ T3 not a bom‘f of the « greyhound ” order,
{‘{ewﬁf'-g Egkh‘foug: ~  but she is one of the most com-
ReerMerssy  fortable of the Allan Line, and had
been employed during the tinie of the South African War
in transporting something like 40,000 troops. On this
occasion the passengers were not at all so numecrous as




BON VOYAGE .
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the Davarian was accustomed to, and as a matter of
fact the Scottish team had the accommodation very much
to themselves, those
who  were  desirous
having the use of a
whole stateroom. The
steamer, if not swift,
is very comfortable
and steady, and the
majority of the mem-
bers of the team en-
joyed their journey very
much. If 1t was not
a case of “O! si sic
omnes,” there were,
however, a few who
sucecumbed to the usual
malady, and who were
anything but comfort-
able during the most
of the tour. It was
rather curious to find
that those who suffered most in this way were farmers
accustomed to the open air, one of these who kept his
berth most of the day invariably replying to the mem-
bers, who came to inquire as to how he was getting on,
with the brief but expressive answer, “Man, I'm no’
richt ava’”  The first day’s performance of the Bavarian
was 260 knots—uot a bad day’s journey to start with.
On the Sunday there was divine service in the saloon,
at which all the members of the team who were able
to be on deck attended. The service was conducted in
the Presbyterian form by the Captain of the team,
who preached a brief sermon from the text 1 Peter v.

THE FIFE RINK.
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6-7. In the sermon he made reference to the good
work of the Liverpool Seamen’s Orphan Institution,
which has for its object the support of the widows
and orphans of those who lose their life at sea, and
liberal collection was made for this excellent institution.
The remainder of the day was spent in a quiet chatty
manner by the team, and a fore and aft view of the
arrangements was the general topic in the smoke-room.
On the Monday the teamm had a conference, when
statistics were taken regarding the height, weight, age,
ete., of the members, which worked out according to
the following table :—

| No. Name. ‘ Age. Club. | Height. Weight.

ft. in.  st. Ibs.

| 1| Rev. J. Kerr, Captain, M. 1. C. .| 50 | Dirleton. 511 (16 4
2 Provost Ballantyne, H. . 5 ./|' 47 | Peebles, [ 511 TR
3  Major Bertram, M. l 15 . .f 48 ‘Medwin. 6 0 1 5
4  R. Bramwell, E . 39 | Upper Nithsdale. | 5 63| 10 0
5 Robert Couqm hqq M W, & .| 49 | Merchiston. | 5 @ 14 7
6 A E. Camp‘bel] Esq P (€ o . 51 | Gourock. 511 13 10
7 | Major Scott Davidson, I. C. . .| 46 | Hercules. 510 13 0
8  Provost Gordon, M. C. . . . 49 | Bathgate. 510} { 14 7
9 E. Gibson, Esq., H.. . ! 41 | Biggar. 51041 14 0
10 | R. lIusband qu, M1 C., ‘Hon. 42 | Dunfermline. 5 44| 12 0

Sec. and Treas,

11 W. Henderson, Esq., I.C. . .! 35 |Kinnochtry. 5100 | 13 4 |
12  R. Johnston, Esq LI . .| 33 | Upper Annandale, | 5 11 13 0
13 Dr. Kirk, M. 47 | Bathgate. 6 43| 17 7
14 D. Bentley \Iurra), Esq CM.LC.. 20 | Airthrey Castle. 6 44 13 10
15 | T. Maemillan, Esq., H. . 35 | Glencairn. 5114 | 1510
16 | D. Murray, Esq., M. L. C. . . 52 | Kelvindock. 5 94,11 4
17  James M* bregor, T (T, 3 . 49  Camperdown. 5 9| 11 0
18 | Henry Prain, Esq. I. C. . o . 88 | Castle Huntly. [ G 1 12 12
19 | D. Provan, ES( DAL o . 38 ! Craiglockhart. Hads ) 11 4

20 | G. Deans thc]ne hsq LIL g Al 49| Broughton United., 51 14 3 4
21 | Mark Sanderson, Esq 1.¢.'. . 60 Duddingston. [ 5 78] 11 0

22  A. T. Simson, Esq e = . 4T | Melrose. 510 13 7
23 | J. Simpson, Esq., M. I C. . .| 34 |Orwell | 5 9 9 10
24 And. F. Sinith, Esq., M. L. C. .| 42 | Stenhouse and 5 7 10 1

Carron.
1040 1404 ft. | 312 sts.
i—

Note.—M. indicates that the member is a Mason.
L indicates that the member is an Initiated Curler.
C. indicates that the member is a Crampit player.
H. indicates that the member is a Hack player.
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From this it will be seen that the average height was
five feet ten inches, the average age about forty-three years,
while seventeen of the
members of the team
played from the “ cram-
pit,” which is unknown
in Canada, and seven
only were accustomed
to the “hack,” which
is universally used in
Canada, thus showing
how considerably the
team was handicapped
in one respect. It was
also ascertained that
not Jess than eleven
members of the team
were Freemasons, and
it was agreed by these

rrotyvy b Kkt visit some of the

L most important lodges

in Canada and the States during the tour. On the
Tuesday the Scotsmen improvised a rink on the deck
of the Bavarian, and with long poles they propelled flat
wooden dises into the “ hoose,” and shouted and “soopit”
in uproarious style, much to the amusement of the other
passengers and officers of the ship. It was in connection
with one of these matches that a mishap occurred to one
of the members of the team, Mr. Andrew Smith of the
Stenhouse and Carron Club. On Wednesday Mr. Smith,
having been on the losing rink in one mateh, forfeited
a shilling to the Seamen’s Hospital Fund, according to
a rule that had been made, and in the absence of the
player who was “mno’ richt ava’” he had been asked to
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stand in for a seeond match in which he was again on the
losing side. Mr. Cousin, who had eharge of the Hospital
Fund, having elaimed a seeond shilling, Mr. Smith rather
naturally demurred, and flew off followed by the collector
around the deek, when at a sharp turn the boat gave a

sudden lurch, and he was preeipitated against one of the

CAPTAIN WALLACE AS A CURLING SKIPPER.

skylights, his pursuer having a narrow escape by gripping
hold of one of the stanehions. It was evident that
something serious was wrong, for Mr. Smith appeared
to be suffering greatly, and on the ship surgeon, Dr.
Carnegie, and the medieal attendant of the team, Dr.
Kirk, examining him it was found that he had fraetured
the knee-cap of the right leg. The accident was a
L
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. subject of much regret among the members of the team,
who showed their sympathy for Mr. Smith in a practical
way by taking their
turn during the journey
in waiting upon him
in his cabin, and keep-
ing him as cheery as
possible.  Omne of
several sad reflections
which occur to the
Captain in connection
with the tour is that
Dr. Carnegie, who so
carefully attended Mr.
Smith, and was so kind
to all the members of
the teami, 1s now no
more. It was with
the deepest regret that
moto vy o Kirk. e heard of the death
ey e L e of one whose abilities
gave promise of much

success in his profession. The accident entively disabled
Mr. Smith from acting as a member of the team during
the tour, and accordingly reduced the number of efficient
players to twenty-three, but, as it was not expected that six
full rinks should be available for playing, the arrangements
for the tour could not be said to be upset by this accident.
On Christmas Eve a Curlers’ Court was organised,
and as the origin of this Court, at which many high
jinks are carried on in a boisterous and amusing style, is
credited to Kinross and Orwell, it was interesting to
find that Mr. John Pearson, a venerable curler, whose
portrait we here give, and who had come from Sheffield
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to accompany the team on their tour, was chosen to
officiate as “ My Lord.” This veteran actually belonged
to Kinross, and when he first went to England he intro-
duced the game at Sheffield by using masons’ mallets,
the weapons of his trade. On the other hand, Captain
Simpson of Mawcarse, who happened to be chosen as
“Officer” to “ My Lord,” hailed from the Orwell Club.
Mr. Robert Cousin, the President of the Merchiston Club,

Phota by Vear, Slt'ﬁirl l.‘ Photo by Gurvin & Gentzel, Halifax.
JOHN PEARSON. ROBERT COUSIN,
“My Lord.” Supervisor of ‘“the Court.”

had full charge of the arrangements for this Court, and
under Lis supervision the fun was fast and furious.
Captain Wallace of the Bavarian and eight others were
Initiated into the mysteries of the ancient game, with all
the mummeries which accompany the ceremony. The
worthy Captain, while enjoying with his neighbours the
“brothering ” ceremonies, remarked at the close that this
was one of the worst storms he had ever come through,
and he would not like to face the same again.
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The “stoup ” was duly “roupit,” and after an exciting
contest for its possession it was knocked down for four
guineas to Mr. Mark Sanderson, ex-President of the
Duddingston Club, who on his return presented it to the

NTED ny Man

’

THE “BAVARIAN " STOUP.

Royal Club, where, no doubt, it will be cherished as a
precious relic. A representation of this interesting stoup
is here given. The Court was held at 9 (P.M. on
Wednesday, December 24, 1902, in latitude 48° 38’ N,
and longitude 43° 10’ W, which statements are here set
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down, as such a meeting had never before been held on
the high seas, and it is not likely that such a meeting
will ever be held again.

Christmas Day was made very enjoyable all round on
board the Buvarian, though the members of the team felt,
perhaps this day more than
at any other time, their ab-
sence from their own home
circles, in which the day had
always been held as one of
reunion and rejoicing. A
short, hearty service was con-
ducted by the Captain of the
team,who gave an appropriate
Christnas address. Provost
Gordon as usual officiated as
precentor. On the evening
of Christmas Day a concert
was given, when over £5 was
subseribed for the Seamen’s R T
Hospital Fund. Tt will be R e
seen from the following programme, which was tastefully
printed for the occasion, that the members of the team
contributed largely to the concert :—

PROGRAMME OF ENTERTAINMENT IN AID OF THE
LIVERPOOL SEAMEN’S ORPHANAGE

GRAND CHRISTMAS CONCERT AT SEA, ON BOARD R.DLS, BAVARIAN,
CaprarN J. M. WALLACE

To be held in First Class room, Thursday, December 25, 1902.

PikT T,

Pianoforte Selection § . . ; b Miss Ballantyne
Song . o ; . Pale Young Curate . 5 Mr. D. Provan
Violin Solo . s . Handel’s Largo in G . . Mr. A. Hughes
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Pavr [.—continued

Song . : A Man’s a Man for a’ that .  Provost Gordon
Sketeh . ] . A Soldier's Tear . Major Scott Davidson
Song . ] . . The Conversazione . . Lieutenant Joiner
Song . : . The Lads in Navy Blue . Captain Simpson
Reeitation . : Ledville Parson . Mr. F. Van Williams
Song . . . Rocked in the Cradle of the Deep . . Mr. Nelson
Banjo Solo . . . Selected . Mr. Frank Saddler
Song . " . . Annie Laurie i g Mr. Mail

Collection in aid of Seawmen’s Orphanage

Parr II.
Violin Solo . . Romanzie and Madrigal . . Mr. A. Hughes
Song . . ] Old Stable Jaeket \la]nr Scott Davidson
Humorous Recitation . 5 Old Scots £ 3 Mr. Pearson
Song . . 5 . Jean Jeemieson’s Banuet . . Mr. D. Provan
80110‘ 5 3 . The Kiug‘s Own 3 Mr. G, N. Clarke
Bamo Solo . e . The Darkey’s Dreamn . M. Frank Saddler
Song . : . 5 Sailing 5 . . Mr. Stevens
Song . : . . Cockles and Mussels . g . Mr. Cousin
Recitation . - . . Soldier’s Story . . Mr. F. Van Williams
Song . 5 o y . Border Ballad . 3 Captain Simpson
Song . 3 7 : . Scotland Yet . . Mr. John Dunbar

AvuLp LANG SYNE
Gop Save THE Kinc

To comuence 8 30 p M. Boats at 10.30 p.y.

To give some idea of the way in which the owners of
the Allan Line ave accustomed to treat their passengers,
we may say that the dinner on Christmas night was
graced Dy a splendid supply of excellent champagne,
handed round with the compliments of the Bavarian’s
Captain, whose health and the success of the Allan
Company, it is needless to add, were duly toasted. The
following menus are also quoted as indicating the
generous fare provided for passengers on Christmas
Day, which may be said to be characteristic of all the
ordinary days on board :—
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COMPLIMENTS OF THE SEASON
RM.S. BAVARIAN
Thursday, December 25, 1902

BREAKFAST
Apples.
Groatine, Milk or Syrup.
Fried Cod Steaks. Fried Whiting.
Finnan Haddie.
Grilled Beef Steak and Onions. Broiled Mutton Kidneys.
Broiled Ham and Bacon.
Fried Eggs. Poached Eggs.
Scrambled Eggs.
Potato Fritters.
Cold Ham and Tongue.
Soda Scones.
Fresh Rolls. Toast.
Jam. Marmalade.
Tea. Coftee.

LuxcHEON
Hot

Sheep’s Head Broth.
Rabbit Pie
Roast Beef.
Baked and Mashed Potatoes,
saked Aypples. Macaroni and Cheese.

Cold

Fresh Lobster,

Roast Beef. Roast Lamb, Mint Sauee.
Roast Turkey. Boiled Fowl.
Corned Beef.

Boiled Ham. Ox Tongue.
YVenison,

Tomatoes. Beetroot.
Stilton and Cheshire Cheese.
Cabin and Water Biscuits.
Oranges.

Tea. Coftee.
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DINNER

Norwegian Anchovies, Paté de Foie Gras.

Turtle Soup. Jardiniere Soup.

Boiled Salmon, Green Peas, Caper Sance.
Jugged Hare, Sweetbreads, Tomato Sauce.
Fowl and Tongne Patties.

Roast Sirloin of Beef, Horse-radish.
Roast Saddle of Mutton, Red Currant Jelly.
Roast Turkey and Sausage, Cranberry Sauce.

Fillet of Veal, Lemon Sauce.
Roast Goose, Apple Sance.
Cold Ham and Tongue.
Tomatoes. Asparagus,
Mashed and Boiled Potatoes.
Pheasant, Bread Sauce.

Plum Pndding. Tapioca Pudding.
Gooseberry Tart. Mince Pies.
Maraschino Jelly. Queen’s Clalkes,

Iee C'ream.

Grapes. Pears. Carlsbad Plums. Figs.
Filberts. Walununts. Almonds. Muscatelles.
Gorgonzola, Cheshire, and Stilton C'heese.
Tea. Coffee.

This generous treatment was mot confined to the
saloon passengers, but was on a similar scale extended
to all who were on board, there being a good many
emigrants, bound from different parts, for the Dominion.
These and their children had every reason to thank the
Allan Line for, perhaps, the merriest Christmas they had
ever enjoyed. 1In steerage as heartily as in saloon the
Captain and the Company were pledged with three times
three.

It was expected that with ordinary weather the good
ship Bavarian would reach Halifax on the Friday, but
considerable delay was occasioned by fog. For three
days the sun was not sighted, and it was difficult at
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times to find our actual bearings. Dr. Samuel Johnson
once defined a ship at sea as “a place in which one is
imprisoned, with the additional disadvantage of the risk

o P
—._g |

A GROUP OF EMIGRANTS,

Phroto by Dr. Kirk,

of being drowned.” The truth of this definition was
brought home to us rather forcibly, for during the fog
a report got up on board ship that the team had run
a narrow ecscape from being wrecked. The following
is the account of this supposed narrow escape as it first
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appeared in the Hualifax Chronicle: “ The Bavarian is
reported to have had a narrow escape from going on the
ledges at White Point, off Canso. The ship’s officers
state that there was no special incident to report on the
trip; but from some of the passengers it was learned that
the steamer had a very close call. The latter say that
during thick weather on Saturday afternoon, when 110
miles to the south-east of this port, the man on the
look-out reported breakers ahead. The steamer was then
proceeding at moderate speed, and when the warning was
given her course was immediately altered. The helm
was put down hard to the starboard, and the big liner
cleared the rocks by a few yards. The steamer’s narrow
escape was freely talked about at the Deep Water
Terminus yesterday morning, but no official announce-
ment was made” Our impression at the time was
that this incident was exaggerated, and that some
members of the team who were eye-witnesses, and grew
deadly pale at the sight of the breakers ahead, were under
a delusion, but we have since been led to believe that
there was more in their alarm than we at first supposed.
It would certainly have been sad if this big 10,000-
tonner, which has a hold for 4500 tons of coal to sustain
her at the rate of 100 tons a day, and during the war
had carried safely to and from Africa 45,000 troops, had
gone to wreck on White Point, and consigned to a watery
grave the two dozen curlers who formed the pioneer team
from Scotland to Canada and the States. For the prospect
of future tours it is well that the old Bavarian did not
do more than give some of the curlers a precious fright.
At the request of several members a “pow-wow ” of
the team was held in the smoke-room near the close of
the journey, when various matters were discussed and
settled. In the most earnest and kindly imanner the
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Captain addressed the members, and impressed upon them
the responsibility that rested on each individual to up-
hold the honour of the whole teamn and do justice to the
Royal Club and to Scotland, by which they were sent out as
representatives.  His remarks were very cordially received.

Saturday saw the steamer off the port of Halifax
about midnight. Her daily runs during the passage
from Moville had been 302, 304, 334, 276, 296, 232,
and 238 knots. Owing to heavy snow-squalls it was
deemed better, however, on the part of the Captain, to
stand off from Halifax till Sunday morning. This gave
us all time to go over the various interesting events of
the journey, including our introduction to the great apple-
merchant, Mr. Dugald Campbell, who was so pleased at
meeting the team that he took the addresses of all the
members on the Saturday night, with the intention of
forwarding a barrel of the best apples at the beginning
of the next season. He has proved as true as his word.!

When the big Allan Liner crept up the Deep Water
Terminus about ten o’clock on Sunday morning a large
deputation, which consisted of a Reception Conumnittee of
the Halifax Curling Club, headed by President Murray,
appeared to offer a hearty welcome to the Scottish curlers.
The Captain of the team, forgetting for the nonce
what morning it was, took off his Tam o’ Shanter and
gave a hearty cheer on seeing the Canadian deputation,
which included the veteran Colonel Stevenson, who had
come all the way from Montreal to join in the welcome,
and whose face was already familiar to the Captain by
his portrait which appeared in a recent Annual. The
good old Colonel kept up his reputation for humour by
slyly remarking, when the giant Dr. Kirk was introduced
to him, “ I think, Doctor, you are more a cathedral than a

1 “The aipples was coot.”
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kirk.” Mxr. Charles Thomson, who had been appointed by
the Government to accompany the team on their journey
through Halifax to Winnipeg, was also present among
the deputation, and did all bhe could to see that their
baggage was cleared by the Customs officials as soon as
possible, after which they proceeded in sleighs through
the snow-covered streets to the Queen’s Hotel, where
they were to be the guests of the local club during their
stay. Mr. Smith was conveyed to the hospital in an
ambulance, and placed under the kindly chafge of Dr.
Campbell. On arrival at the hotel the Captain was
handed telegrams from various parts of the Dominion,
offering a hearty welcome to the Scottish team; and in
honour of their visit Mrs. M‘Nab, wife of one of the local
curlers, had penned the following Ode of Welcome :—

A thousand welcomes, and a thousand more
To this new land—our wild Canadian shore :
Good brother Curlers all —A welcome true
And hearty—we extend to you.

Our land is all before you, from the open door
At Halifax—A thonsand welcomes more

Will greet you all along the snowy way ;

New friends and lLearty cheer, from day to day.

Some call our land “ The Lady of the Snows”—

But, ’tis in truth The Kingdom of the Rose

Would yon could see it in the early spring,

When ice breaks, flowers bloom, and the sweet birds sing.

Or in the rich, warm, glowing summer time,

When fragrant flowers and frnit are in their prime ;
Or in the antumn, when the vast wheat fields,

The vines and orchards, each their harvest yields.

From ocean far across to ocean grand,

Tt is a goodly, fair, and pleasant land ;

To it we bid you welcome, Scotsmen true ;
Well do the very best we can for you —
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For though we are not &’ “John Tamson’s bairns,”
Full well we love and reverence Scotland’s cairns,
Her mountains, loehs, and glens—her purple heather,
The plaidie, bonnet blue, the kilt and feather.

“Noo play the game, wi’ brooms and stanes and a’!”
¢ Play me ane there, wi’ juist a canny draw.”
Ar’ gin ye fin’ ye're sometimes sorely pressed,
Play “elbow in” or “out,” as ye think best !

O hey ! for Scotland’s dear and bonny name !
O hey ! the pleasures o’ the Roarin’ Game !
Shout, Curlers ! make the very rafters ring !
“Scotland for ever!” and God save the King !

THE SPIRIT OF CURLING,
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Welcome, thrice welcome, Caledounia !

Welcome Kilmarnocks, brooms, an’ kilts, an’ a’!

A curler’s grip mak’s all the world kin,

What matter, brothers, if we lose or win.

The passion dream of Scotland still yemains,

Her blood runs curling through our loyal veins,

One flag, one freedom, and one King are ours.

REv. A. BENVIE.
THERE is at present much Dbeing said on the necessity of
a speedy connection between the old country and Canada.
Our voyage on the Bavarian was enjoyable, but it was
too long. There is no reason why the distance from
Liverpool to Halifax should not be negotiated in six days,
which would do much to bring the greatest of our colonies
and the mother-country into closer connection. The
proper gateway from Great Britain to Canada is Halifax :
it is the nearest and the best port, and it is a British
port; until that is recognised and acted upon, no matter
what fiscal policy may be adopted, our union with the
Dominion cannot be perfect. Once or twice we asked the
reason why this short service had not been established.
The answer always was, “ Politics, politics.” “ A plague
on both your houses,” we said; “what has politics to do
with the matter 2” Still the head was shaken. But
better things are to be hoped for soon. Halifax, our first
port of call, is properly designated “the most British
city in America.” It is the oldest fortified city in the
78




IN ACADIA: AT HALIFAX 9

Dominion ; for it was so far back as 1749 that Lord
Cornwallis, by instruction of the British Lords of trade,
landed there with a large body of emigrants, and gave the
place the name it still bears in honour of Lord Halifax
who sent him out. It 1s the
capital and also the largest
city in Nova Scotia ; along
with New Brunswick and
Prince Edward Island it
formed part of what was
included under the French
régime as Acadia (I'Acadie or
la Cadie), a name derived
from a Micmac word akdde,
indicating “abundance.” The
town and its splendid harbour
are both so well fortified that
the city has heen called the
“ Cronstadt of America.” Not
only its sea connection, but
the fact that it is the astern termninus of the Canadian
railway system, give to Halifax a most important position
from a commercial point of view. There is a great amount
of wood everywhere in evidence in the streets and resid-
ences, and these have rather a dingy appearance, owing,
we were told, to the fact that so much soft coal is burned ;
but these defects are outweighed by the picturesqueness
of the sitnation and the fine views obtained from all parts,
and especially from the citadel. The population, we were
informed, was something like 40,000, of which one-third
are Roman Catholics. The social life, as one might
expect at the seat of the provincial government, the
Roman Catholic Archbishop, the Anglican Bishop, and
the chief naval and ilitary headquarters of North

Photo by Gauvin & Gentzel, Halifax,
w. M‘N,\B, HALIFAX CLUB.
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America, is very attractive and interesting. The ecity
has the reputation of being one of the gayest and richest
on the continent, but, fortunately, along with this, runs
its reputation of being one of the most charitable.

Naturally, in the stirring times when France and
Great Britain were in conflict, and during the wars of
the American Revolution, Halifax played an important
part, and it has the further distinction of being the first
place in the Dominion where a newspaper was started,
viz. the Halifax Gazette in 1752,

Dalhousie College, of which one of the keenest of the
local curlers, Professor Murray, is a leading light, was
named after the Earl of Dalhousie, during whose adminis-
tration it was erected (in 1820), is the chief educational
institution of the province, and has about 600 students,
male and female, in attendance.

Curling at Halifax and in Nova Scotia

It was quite in historic order that we should begin
our tour at Halifax, for the club there claims seniority
over all clubs on the-continent, save Montreal and
Quebec. The earlier annals of the R.C.C.C. give 1847
as its date of iustitution, the later give the year 1838.
In the early part of the last century curling was practised
by Scotsmen in Nova Scotia, and Captain Houston
Stewart, who was connected with the Penninghame Club
at home, had, prior to 1843, organised a club at Halifax
where Dr. Grigor, a fiddler second only to Neil Gow,
Colonel Gray, and others were keen supporters of the
game.  From October 1823 to December 1826 it
appears that Captain Houston Stewart commanded the
Menai frigate on the North American Station, and for two
winters had charge of the Halifax Dockyard. The Loyal
Gazette records the arrival and departure of the Menat,

-
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Captain Stewart, November 1824 and May 1825, also Nov-
ember 1825 and May 6,1826. An entry by J. B. Franklin
in A. Belcher’s Almanac for 1826 says, “January 26,
dined at Captain Stewart’s” There seems, therefore, to
be little doubt that the winter of 1825 or 1826 saw
the formation of the Halifax Club, and that its antiquity
is greater than is generally supposed. When Sir Houston
Stewart was Admiral at Halifax Station from 1856 to
1860, he was an honorary member of the Thistle Club.
Professor Murray, who is responsible for much of
what is here stated, says that a tradition was handed
down to him by Mr. H. M. Creighton, a curler of the early
fifties, that the curling-stones found embedded in the mud
of Chocolate Lake at very low water some years ago were
lost by some over-enthusiastic officers in the early days.
It is supposed, therefore, that the clab had lapsed into
silence some time after Captain Stewart’s departure.
About 1847 it was revived. The British Colonist,
December 19, 1848, says: “ We understand that the
Curling Club will be in active operation this winter.”
On December 20, 1848, the Sun attempts a joke: “ A
club, with a view of practising the Scotch game of
curling has been organised in the city. We have never
seen the game played, but as the Scotch are a sensible
people we presume it is something on the slow-and-sure
principle.” At the Annual Meeting, held on December
17, 1849, at the Colomal House, John Richardson was
elected President ; John MDougall, Vice - President ;
James Reid, Chicf, probably Skip; William Forsyth,
Secretary : William Laidlaw, Treasurer; James Price,
caterer; Alexander Ogston, James Williamson, Walter
Robh, Patrick Shields, and James Greig—Council. These
are the first officers of which DProfessor Murray in
his research into the history of the club finds any
G
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records. The next year the jovial “ Jamie ” Reid is styled
Patron, and Janet Richardson, Patroness, a dignity
enjoyed by her for over twenty years. In 1852 W,
Murdoch supplants James Reid, and remains Patron
till his death. The earliest recorded dinner of the
Curling Club is described by the Nova Scotian of April
1, 1850 : “The members of this favourite Club of good-
fellows and their guests, a numerous party, dined together
at the Masonic Hall on Tuesday last, March 24. The
worthy townsmen, Messrs. J. Richardson, J. M‘Dougall,
President and Vice-President, performed the honours of
the table. The viands, including the customary beef and
greens, were furnished by Hessline in his usual princely
style. Tt was not until a late or rather an early hour that
the joyous party separated. During the evening there
was literally a whirlwind of jokes, songs, and sentiments.
The veteran chief of the curlers, Mr. James Reid contributed
his full share.” “Jamie’s” speech on that occasion was said
to be so broad that none but the elect could interpret it.

Halifax, Thistle, Dartmouth, and Pictou Clubs joined
the Royal in 1852, and most likely were in existence
for some years previously. The New Caledonian and
New Glasgow joined in 1854. (lubs were also instituted
at Stellarton, Sydney, Truro, and Cape Breton. The
Nova Scotian of December 16, 1850, says: “ A few weeks
since we noticed in the Euastern Chronicle an intimation
that the Pictou Curlers were organised with a regular
set of rules and bye-laws. We are happy to hear this,
for it will be remembered that, when the mateh came
off at Truro last winter between Pictou and Halifax, the
former did not know enough of the regulations of the
game to convince them of their defeat, but as this is not
likely to occur again, now that through the agency of the
Halifax Club they are hetter informed, we should really
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like to see the rival players once more contend for the
‘beef and greens and fixing’’” In 1851 the Royal
Caledonian Club, according to the following minute,
bestowed on the Halifax Club the powers of a branch:
«In consideration that the Halifax Club is as yet the
only associated Club within Nova Scotia, power is hereby
granted to the office-bearers of the Halifax Club ad
interim to admit new clubs and transact the other
necessary eurling business of the branch, subject always
to the approval of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club,
until another club shall have joined the R.C.C. Club,
the office-bearers of which shall share with them in these
interim duties, and when three clubs shall be associated,
then the foregoing rules and regulations shall come into
operation within this branch. (Signed) James Ogilvie
Dalgleish, Chairman”  In 1852 the Nova Scotia
pranch of the Royal Caledonian Club was formed with
four clubs, the Halifax, the Pictou, the Thistle, and the
Dartmouth. In 1854 the new Caledonian of Pictou
(James Primrose, President; James M‘Donald, Secretary)
and the New Glasgow, afterwards the Bluenose (T. R.
Fraser, President; E. Roach, Secretary), were admitted
to the branch; and two years later (1856) the Anti-
gonish, on the application of its President (Hou. WS e
Henry), was admitted. The Presidents of the branch
were William Lowe, Adam Reid, C. W. Dickson, and
William Finlay; the Secretaries, T. Humphrey, and R.
Boak, jr. On January 14, 1886, the Maritime branch
of the Royal Club was organised, with S. F. Matthews
of the St. Andrew’s as provisional Chairman, and E. L.
Whittaker of the Thistle St. John as Secretary. This
branch terminated its brief life shortly after 1891. In
New Brunswick the oldest club is the Fredericton,
which was formed in 1854, and was closely followed
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by St. Andrew’s Society, which began its prosperous
career in 1856. The Thistle of St. John was organised
on March 27, 1874. Among the earliest Nova Scotian
matches we have one in 1854 between the DPresident
and Vice-President of the branch for the benefit of the
poor, £5 a side, to which were added sundry bets among
the members, making the sum £12:5s, which was
handed over to the Mayor of Halifax. Another match
for firewood to the poor took place that same year. In
1862 a great match came off between the Halifax and
Pictou clubs on a mill-pond about two miles from Truro,
three rinks a side with five players on each side. Of
this match the Secretary of the New Caledonian Club,
Pictou, W. N. Rudolph, writes: “The play excited deep
interest, and was witnessed by 2000 people. A sleigh,
accommodating about fifty persons, and drawn by six
horses, conveyed persons to and from the pond throughout
the day. Numbers of the fair sex were on the spot, and
added in no small degree to the beauty of the scene.
The day was very fine. The utmost good feeling pre-
vailed during the whole play, and on the termination of
the game the opposing forces adjourned to the Prince of
Wales’ Hotel for dinner. Here speeches and songs passed
the time merrily until a late hour, when the company
separated, with expressions of mutual esteem, to return to
their homes.” The paliny days of the Halifax Club
began under Captain Drumwond of the: Black Watch,
“that excellent officer, warm-hearted gentleman, and keen
curler,” who was President in 1851-52.  With the first
ice on Dartmouth Lake the curlers would be seen making
their way over the harbour dragging the stanes in boxes
with runners, all delighted in the prospect of a good game,
followed by Dbeef and greens and fixins’.  Sometimes
Chocolate Lake or Forman’s Pond, a few rods west of the
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present rink or Hospital Pond, was honoured with a visit.
There was a great outburst of enthusiasm about 1865,
when over a score of new members, including Henry
Peters, were entered ; but little more is heard till April
18,1872, when, on the application of the Hon. W. A.
Henry, Dr. T. R. Fraser, Vice-President of the Thistle,
and George Blakelock, Vice-President of the Halifax, the
Halifax Club was incorporated and given power to hold
810,000 worth of real estate. These acts celebrate
the union of the Halifax and Thistle Clubs. In 1874
the new building, foreshadowed by the Act of Incorpora-
tion, was built by Henry Peters on Tower Road. The
deep hollow was filled by an astonishing number of loads
of clay (1000 it is said). This made an excellent bottom,
but nearly ruined the club. Bonds for $4000 were
issued on January 1, 1875. The building, described in
the Herald by an enthusiastic curler as “the finest in
the Dominion,” was formally opened on Saturday, January
9, 1875, in the presence of many guests, including several
ladies. Hot coffee, cake, and refreshments were served
till 11 p.  This building, with its low roof and high
platform, separating the two sheets of ice, its southern
exposure and northern protection, remained the home of
curling till 1899. On January 30, 1880, the club was
honoured by a visit from the Marquis of Lorne, then
Governor-General of the Dominion. For fully two hours
a rink, skipped by His Excellency, played against a rink
of Halifax veterans, the score ending 10 to 11 iu favour
of Halifax, the ends being equal. Tt was at Halifax
that Major De Winton sketched the rules for the points
game, afterwards called the Governor-General’s points.
The first contest according to these rules was in January
1883. These rules were observed by the club till the
close of 1900, though some competitions were under the
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Caledonian Rules, e.g. the competition, 1886, February
7 and 8, when Sydenham Howe won the R.C.C.C. medal
with a score of 22 points, the highest score in this com-
petition in Scotland having been 21, which was made by
Admiral Williamn Heriot Maitland Dougall of Scotscraig.
The highest possible at that time was 32 for 8 points.
In 1888 for 9 points the highest possible became 72,
and under this system the highest score reported to the
Royal Club up to the present is 36 points. In the
eighties the Halifax saw the formation of the Green,
the Blue, and the Heather Rinks, the greatest fighting
combination the club has ever seen. The financial
history of the club does not appear to have been in keep-
ing with the distinction of the players; but when things
were about the worst, and the club on the verge of
liquidation, the city having ordered the sale of the build-
mmg for a tax bill, a new era was opened up when Mr.
Donald Keith bought in the building and gave it rent
free for the season 1892, in consideration of a confirma-
tion of the sale of the property to him. The club was
then reorganised with Julius (. Sievert as Secretary,
and probably Captain Boileau, R.A., as President. The
organisation was repeated next year under the Hon. W.
Ross, President; A. T. Smith, Vice-President; and the
indomitable J. G. S. as Secretary. On May 8, 1899,
the Halifax Curling Club, Limited, was incorporated,
with Charles Archibald, President, and Dr. D. A. Camp-
bell as Vice-President. A building large enough for
three rinks and a triple bowling-alley was then built on
land running from South Bland to Brussels Street, which
was bought for $1030. Mr. J. Rhuland was the
architect of the building, the total cost of which, land
inclusive, amounted to $7220. The club leased the
building from this company and formally opened the
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rink for curling, Deceniber 28, 1899. The bowling-
alleys had been opened two weeks earlier. The follow-
ing summer two rinks for quoits were prepared in front
of the building, and were in great demand till the short
evenings heralded the return of frost. From the rules
as to membership it is evident that the Halifax Club
was fully alive to the best traditions of the old game,
for Section 1 reads as follows: “ This club shall consist
of keen curlers, men who love the game for the sake of
the sport and the healthful exercise it gives, and who
will strictly adhere to the constitution and bye-laws and
rules of the club, and always act and speak so that no
unseemly conduct shall be known nor profane language
used while on the ice, at the Clnb-house, or at any
meeting of theirs whatever.” 1In thé possession of the
club are a great many valuable trophies, foremost among
which are the Drummond stones which were blocked out
of a pair of Blackford boulders by H. M. Drummond,
Megginch, Scotland, late of the 42nd Royal Highlanders,
President of the Halifax Club in 1853. There are
also the Davis stones presented by Robert Davis, the
Peters Cup, presented by Henry Peters, the Romans
Cup, the Collingwood Cup, the Alfonso Cup, and the
Thistle Medal, which is awarded to the most successful
skip.  Since its reorganisation the club has been
fortunate in having a set of good curlers and good
business men at the head of affairs. When it became
evident that we in Scotland were really in earnest in
our movement to send out a team to play friendly
matches with our Canadian brethren, Mr. F. C. Simson,
who was then President of the club, came over on a
visit to Scotland, and impressed upon the Secretary of
the Royal Club the propriety of starting the tour at
Halifax, and, taking his compasses, he then marked out
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the route which he considered best, and which was
eventually adopted at headquarters. From first to last
Mr. Simson took the greatest pains in regard to making
the arrangements for the tour successful, and throughout
all their experience
the team had no
kinder or more
valued friend. He
was one of the first
to welcomze them,
and one of the last
to leave them, as
he made a special
journey to Winni-
peg to wish them
God-speed there on
their departure to
play in the United
States. In the pre-
sent President of
the club (Professor
Murray) the curlers
also found a most
enthusiastic  sup-
porter of the game, g
and one who did his T O
utmost to promote Ex-President ITalifax Club,
the comfort of the team when they were in Halifax. The
manner in which he had carried out the arrangements
was evidently appreciated by his brother curlers, who,
as will be afterwards noted, presented him with a gold-
mounted walking-stick in recognition of the way in which
he had fulfilled the arduous duties devolving upon him.
During our stay at Halifax we were the guests of
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the club at the Queen’s Hotel under mine host, Mr.
Fairbank, one of the members of the club, who did his
best to minister to the creature comforts of the team
during their stay. This was our first experience of the
Canadian Hotel, and we were introduced “right away,” as
they themselves would put it, to the distinctive features
of hotel life in Canada and the States, which impressed
themselves upon us more and more as the tour proceeded.
These were the innumerable company of dishes of all
sorts and sizes which made up each meal, the great
number of families which seemed, owing no doubt to
the domestic servant difficulty, to board at the hotels,
the excessive temperature, for the hotels like the private
houses and trains are all heated by steam pipes up to
60° or 70°, the free-and-easy way in which the general
public flock into the open reception hall of the hotel,
which at times made it very oppressive, especially for
the Captain of the team, who was besieged by inquirers
who wanted to meet representatives of the districts of
Scotland with which they themselves were connected.
And then there was the terrible telephone, which is
certainly far more in evidence in hotel life out there
than it is at home. It is a small world, and it was
rather curious for me to find that, having spent the
evening before my departure at North Berwick, where
his congregation and numerous friends had met to
celebrate the jubilee of the Rev. Dr. Sprott and to
present him with appropriate gifts, one of the first
voices to salute me by the telephone at Halifax was
that of the worthy Dr. Pollock, Principal of Halifax
College, who was ordained to the ministry in company
with Dr. Sprott, who is a native of Nova Scotia, and
whose jubilee had been celebrated at the same time,
when he was presented with $1000 and an address,
the former of which he generously gifted at once for
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a scholarship in the College. With Dr. Pollock, who is
very much respected in this district for his good work
of half a century, the Captain had many interesting con-
versations during his stay at Halifax. A good many
greetings {malted us on our arrival at the hotel, and of
course that ubiquitous party the interviewer was always
in evidence Dblocking our path with his interminable
queries, and furnishing in the newspaper next morning
an account of our interview, which was generally very
much drawn from his own imagination.

Hearty Welcomes
From the Ontario Curling Association came the fol-
lowing : “ Peterborough, December 27.—Rev. J ohn Kerr,
Halifax.— A hearty welcome to our curling brethren from
across the sea. Keen ice and warm hearts await yon.—
E. B. EpwaArps, Chairman, special Committee, 082S
The Captain’s reply to this was as follows: “Halifax,
December 28.—E. B. Edwards, Peterborough, Ont.—
Scottish team thank you much for kindly telegram.
Already we feel that brethren in Canada mean to over-
come us with hospitality. Keen and clear.—KERR.”
Another telegram was as follows : “ St. John, December
97.—Scottish Curlers, Halifax.——The Curlers of St. John
welcome you to Canada, and are with pleasure antici-
pating your visit to our city, and trust that your trip
through Canada will be a pleasant one. —R. KELTIE-
Joxgs, and the Presidents of the other clubs in St. John.”
The reply to this was sent by Mr. Husband, the
Honorary Secretary and Treasurer of the team. It was
as follows: « Halifax, December 27.—R. Keltie-Jones,
President, St. John Curling Club.—Scottish team thank
you for telegram. Curlers here have given us great
reception and shown us great hospitality.  Please peavin
this message to the other Clubs.—HUSBAND, Secretary.”
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On Sunday evening, although still feeling the effects
of the prolonged sea voyage, the Captain preached in St.
Andrew’s chureh, that of the Rev. Dr. Black, the c¢haplain
of the Halifax Club, who as such had a call upon his
services. Besides a large congregation, the members of
the teamn were all present, even those who had suffered from
mal de mer, now looking hale and well. On our return
to the hotel we were entertained vo supper by one of the
members of our team, Provost Ballantyne, the oceasion
being the celebration of his silver wedding. The health
of the worthy Provost, whose wife and daughter were
present, and accompanied us throughout the tour, was
duly honoured. Before parting, Mr.C.J. Thomson, a gentle-
man who formerly belonged to Edinburgh, and who is
now at Virden, Manitoba, who had been deputed by the
Government to welcome the team and accompany us
throughout the tour, addressed us as follows :—

““Tt always affords a Scot who has been away from his
native land a few years a great amount of pleasure to
meet a Scotsman who is only out from the old land, to
shake him by the hand, to look into his eyes, to hear him
talk, and to learn where he came from, who were his
friends, and what he had been doing in the old eountry.
The pleasure is all the greater when one happens to know
the district where the newcomer hails from, and when he
finds that in former days he was acquainted, perhaps
intimately acquainted, with the friends of the man who
has recently left Scotland and arrived in this new land.
And fancy the delight, the inexpressible delight it gives
me on this oeccasion to eome down from my home in
Manitoba, over 2500 miles away, to welcome so many
true-hearted, true-blooded Scotsmen, some of them the
friends of my youth, and all of them the friends
of my friends in some way or other. T say the
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delight, the pleasure, is beyond expression. Brother
curlers, this is not only a special occasion, it is a unique
occasion, T might call it the greatest event in the annals
of curling since the world began, that five-and-twenty
Scotch curlers should leave their hearths and homes in
the dead of winter, brave the terrors of the deep, cross
the ocean to this Canada of ours, and all for the purpose
of trying their skill at the noble game with their brother
curlers on this side of the Atlantic. Realising this, the
Canadian Government, desirous of welcoming the Scotch
curlers to Canada and of extending to them all the
courtesies in their power, as well as desiring to show its
great interest in this unprecedented event in curling, has
sent from the Far West, where the seat of curling on
this American continent now holds its great annual
bonspiel, a representative whose duty it is to welcome in
the name of the Canadian Government each curler
individually, to shake you by the hand in the heartiest
manner possible, as curlers only know how, and to extend
to you in your united capacity all the courtesies of this
young and prosperous nation. Gentlemen, Canada is a
nation in a nation, and extends to you 5,000,000
welcomes in the name of the Canadian Government: in
the mottoes of welcome Cead mille failthe, but Canada
gives you 5,000,000 welcomes all at once. Gentlemen,
I am glad to hear that your voyage across the ocean has
been a pleasant one, and that any sickness you may have
experienced will not in the slightest interfere with your
usual good play. Lect me also hope and trust that your
tour through Canada will be a most enjoyable one, that
you will have many successes although you may have
some defeats. You have strong curlers to play against.
Men who, if they like, can have practice four months of
the year, as against your week or a fortnight at a time,
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as I know, but with the real science of the game as
played in the old land, there is in my mind no reason to
fear that you will not be able to hold your own with
even the best you meet. I wish you all success. And
when your time is done and you have to return to your
own homes, T trust you will take with you a happy
recollection of the scenes and of the welcomes, the enjoy-
ments and pleasures which you will experience all the
way through, and that after you have returned to your
home you may be long spared to recount to your friends
and the curlers of Auld Scotland the bloodless battles
you fought on this side of the Atlantic wi’ the besom
and the stane. Gentlemen, I bid you again in the name
of the Dominion Government 5,000,000 welcomes, a very
happy and prosperous New Year, many o’ them, and a
safe return to dear Auld Scotland.”

We had expected, with favourable weather, to land at
Halifax on Friday the 26th, and to have the following
Monday and Tuesday for practice on the Halifax rink, that
we 1ight recover our sea-legs, and make ourselves ac-
quainted with the conditions of play on the Canadian
rinks, but as we did not arrive until the Sunday morning,
owing to the delay at Liverpool, our intentions in this
direction had to be limited, and with some practice on the
Monday we decided to have our first pitched battle with
a Canadian club. We were driven up to the rink on
Monday morning in the sleighs of the Traunsfer Company,
which were generously placed at our disposal by the
Halifax Club during the time we stayed in the city.
On arrival at the rink we found a great company
waiting to receive us heartily, and the interior as well
as the exterior of the building so decorated as to make
the place a real scene of beauty. Countless bannerets
and great masses of bunting had been utilised upstairs
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and down. At the western end was displayed the
Scottish flag with the lion rampant, and above it the
following Gaelic motto, Caed mille failthe o Alba wir

LAERMILLE FAILTHE 0 ALGA UIR [ SHEAR
s &%

DLhoto by Dr. Kirk.
THE HALIFAX RINK,

do shean Alba, “a hundred thousand welcomes from new

Scotland to old Scotland.”  Around the building the

following various mottoes and phrases were displayed in

colours: “ A cannie draw to the tee”; “Dinna be a

hog”; “Youre the billy, Geordie”; “Wick and curl
H
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in”; “ We're brithers 2’ when curlin’”; “ Haud the win’
aff him, he’s gleg”; “Play the besom”; “Fit fair an’
soop weel ”; « Rattle up the gairds ”;  Chip the winner ”;
“Oh, be cannie”; “ A vera pat-lid 7: “ Gie him heels”:
“ Kaggle to a hairbreadth.”

As soon as we began to try our specially prepared
“ Ailsas” we found to our dismay that many of them
had been far too keenly cut
on the edges of the concave
bottom, and as these made
their way up the rink sent
up a spray of ice very much
resembling a peacock’s tail.
The most of the stones in fact
did not cross the hog’s score.
Those that had been taken
out without any special pre-
paration fared best, and the
idea of those who thought
that we should have taken
with us the ordinary
“channel stanes” as they
were used at home were
justified by our first experi-
ence. Some attempt was made to have this defect in our
granites rectified, hut it may be said that it was not
until we reached Toronto, and the defect was taken in
hand by Mr. Russell, ex-secretary of the province, that
they were really put into proper form, and given an
appearance similar to the Canadian weapon of ordinary
use. There were many hearty hand-shakings throughout
the day, as a good many of the older worthies of the
Halifax Club came to give a friendly welcome to the
members of the team, and as we were not engaged in

”»

Photo by Gauvin & Gentzel, Halifax.

J. G, SIEVERT.
Ex-President Halifax Curling Club.
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any particular mateh, we had every facility for friendly
talk.

On the Monday evening a smoking concert, the first
of many of these “functions,” which were perhaps the
most trying of our tour, was held in the retiring-room
adjoining the Halifax rink, and, according to the Halifax
papers “a right jolly good time it was.” The local curlers
provided a fine programme,
which included quartettes,
songs by Messrs. West, Nor-
man, Mitchell, Pemberton,
and others; recitations by A.
Johnston, clog-dancing, and
other novelties. The visitors
did their share in contributing
to the fun and merriment. Mr.
D. Provan of Edinburgh made
a great hit with his Scotch
songs, his “Jean Jeemison’s
Bannet ” being especially good;
and Captain Simpson also
sang in splendid style. Up- DR. D. A. CAMPRELL,
stairs the tables were bounti- Halifax Club.
fully spread.

On Tuesday a six-rink match was played against the
Halifax Club, which is accounted one of the very best
in the district, and it was not only a great surprise to
themselves but to their Canadian brethren that the result
should be in favour of the Scotsmen, who had only had
a short experience of the new conditions of play, which
not only included covered rinks, but the use of the
“hack ” instead of the “ecrampit,” with which the
majority of them had been accustomed to play. The
mateh stood : Scotland, 84 ; Halifax, 78.




100 CURLING TOUR

This day will ever be one of the most memorable in
the annals of Canadian curling, and indeed of the game
. itself, for in the evening
a Curling Court was held,
at which no fewer than
thirty -five “ Knights of the
Broom ” were initiated into
the « Mysteries,” which may
safely be put down as a
record. For the purpose of
holding the Court the curlers
journeyed from Halifax to
Bedford, where after an ex-
cellent supper in the hotel
the Court was duly consti-
E—— tuted, the Captain officiating
O N en! as “My Lord,” and Mr. James

B QiR Simpson and Major Scott-
Davidson as his “ Officers.”  Among those who were
initiated were Colonel Stevenson, Professor Murray, and
Mr. Keltie-Jones. The proceedings were under the charge
of Skip Cousin, who found his duties very arduous.
They created the greatest mirth, and although the
experience of the various candidates proved to be very
trying, they ome and all expressed their pleasure at
being so fortunate as to have come through them at the
hands of the Scottish team. So popular indeed was the
Court, notwithstanding its rough-and-ready mummeries,
that its fame got bruited abroad, and the Captain was
besieged on all hands to continue the holding of the
Court at each place visited, but it was felt that this
would be too much to take in hand, considering the
team’s other engagements, and it was thought better
to leave to those who were initiated at Bedford the
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mission of carrying through the “Mgysteries” in other
parts of the Dominion! After a terrible ordeal of fines
for all kinds of transgressions, the “stoup” was eventu-
ally “roupit ” by Major Scott-Davidson, and after spirited
bidding it was knocked down to ex-president Mr. Frank
C. Simson at four guineas, and it was handed over by
him to President Murray to be preserved as a valnable
relic in the archives of the Halifax Club.

The Halifax Club had made arrangements that, as the
Scottish curlers could not visit any of the neighbouring
centres on their tour, outlying clubs should come to meet
them at Halifax ; and accordingly picked teams gathered
there from all over the province of Acadia, it being
the ambition of all the clubs to play against the Scots.
Yarmouth, Sydney, Amherst, Antigonish, Truro, N.
Sydney, Pictou, and New Glasgow all sent contingents
for the great battle, “ Nova Scotia @ Old Secotia.” Of
all the clubs in the Dominion, Truro has perhaps the
greatest reputation, and for Scotland Skips Bramwell and
Ballantyne did well to be only 5 shots down in their
conflict against the rinks skipped by such warriors as
Dover and Mackenzie. Against Pictou, which is also
a club of great renown, the young Sanquhar skip, Mr.
Bramwell, did great execution, for he only allowed
Picton to score 2 shots, and took 22 to himself, his
majority of 20 being one of the greatest ever heard
of in a match in the Dominion. On the evening of this
day, being Hogmanay, the curlers were the guests of
the North British Society, which has for its object the
cultivation of fellowship among Scotsmen in the province
and the relief of those belonging to the old country who
may happen to be in want, and is perhaps the oldest of

! The order for administration of the Curlers’ Court is given as
Appendix I.
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its kind in Canada, having been instituted so far back as
1768. The feast was enlivened by a piper, who appeared
in the garb of Old Gaul, and marched before the company
to the supper-room playing the “Cock o the North.”
During the evening a military band, which had been in
South Africa, played Scottish airs in splendid style,
Every member of the team
felt quite at home in this
gathering, which in song
and sentiment was distinctly
redolent of Old Caledonia.
An original play entitled
“The Judge and the Piper”
was performed during the
evening, and caused much
amusement. In Halifax, as
in Scotland, the following
day, New Year’s Day, was
observed as a general holi-
day, all the shops being shut.

Photo by Gawvin & Gentzel, lalifax.

¢ J. KERR. Levees were the order all

Halifax Club. 1’01111(1, naval and mlhtary

uniforms being everywhere in evidence, and making the
crowded assemblages very picturesque. The Captain of
the team and a good many of the members attended these
functions. A visit was first made to the levee of the
Governor, the Honourable J. (& Jones, then to that of
the General in Command of the Forees, Sir Charles
Parsons, then to that of Archbishop O’Brien, the head of
the Roman Catholic Church, who rules over more than
two-fitths of the population of Halifax, and who, though
busy receiving thousands on that day, did not refrain
from telling the Captain of the team some amusing Scotch
stories. The levee of the Episcopalian Bishop Courtenay
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was also attended, and here as elsewhere a very hearty
welcome was offered to the Captain and the members of
the team, the very sound of the nawme “ Scottish curlers”
seeming to arouse the warmest interest aud affeetion. The
majority of the team, while in Halifax, took advantage of
the Transter Company’s vehicles to visit the Citadel, from
which they obtained a splendid view of the eity, the

Photo by Dr. Kirk.
FRONT OF THE CLUB-HOUSE—HALIFAX CURLING CLUB.

noble harbour, and the surrounding country. In private
sleighs many had runs through the beautiful public park,
from which a good view of the harbour was obtained.
The big fish-curing establishment of Messrs. M. and N.
Smith was an object of attraction and admiration to a good
few. To give some idea of the extent of this emporium
we may say that 12,000 ewts. a month of dried fish, such
as haddock, pollock, cod, and hake or ling, are dealt with,
and 5000 scale fish in the same period, while 40,000
harrels of pickled fish are put up and sent out per annum.
The establishment of Mr. Wilson, a Fraserburgh man, is
on a smaller scale than that of Messrs. Smith, but here
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the “freezing system ” was viewed with keen interest.
At Halifax most of the members of the team made their
first acquaintance with the famous Malpeque oysters, and
at one particular howff, where these delicious bivalves were
served up in the most charming style, a good many were
accustomed to foregather under the wing of their Halifax
brethren to pree the excellences of the Malpeques, accom-
panied by a liberal supply of XXX stout. The kindness
of the «Halifax,” the “City,” and the “Royal N.S.
Yacht Squadron ” clubs in placing their privileges before
the members of the team was very much appreciated.
Tn fact all through the tour the social clubs in the
various places visited were very much enjoyed by the
members of the team. These clubs, as a rule, were
not so much heated up as the hotels, and although
in the latter the members of the team were generally
franked, a good many preferred to betake themselves
to the clubs, where they enjoyed their meals under
cooler conditions. At the very outset of their tour the
Scotsmen were considerably amused at the Canadian
custom of saluting a speaker when he gets upon his feet to
make a toast or a reply. He was generally hailed some-
what as follows: “What's the matter with 2
“Oh, he’s all right; Oh yes, you het.” «Tin-can, tin-
kettle kyi, kyou.” “Who says so?” “We say so.”
“Who are we?” Then the name of the club or party
was shouted, sometimes spelt. Then came the well-
known cheers “ A jolly good fellow, so say we all of
us, so say we all,” followed by “Now, he’s smiling,” or
“See him smiling,” which was several times repeated,
to the tune of “My Darling Clementine” the last
line heing extended by the words “just now.” «He’s
a curler,” «“ He’s a daisy,” “He’s a Provost,” all served
to magnify the refrain, which was sometimes rather

(e T T
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disconcerting to the speaker, though always amusing to
the audience.

We met a good many Scotsmen at Halifax who
wanted to tell us how they were faring, and have a crack
about old times and the old country. Many others
were descendants of Scotsmen who had come to regard
themselves as Canadian and to love Canada, but who had
in their veins the love of the Fatherland, and were
enthusiastic in their devotion to Caledonia. They were
mostly keen curlers, who had inherited from their
ancestors a love of “Scotland’s ain game.” No better
example of this class can be mentioned than Mr. James
Munro of New Glasgow, one of the steel princes in that
city where steel so much abounds, and one of the famous
Bluenose Club players—

The boys that fear no noise
Although they're far from home.

The old Bluenose Club has a grand history. The first
time that the Marquis of Lorne, when Governor-General,
offered a cup for play among all the granite clubs of
Canada, this club journeyed 1500 miles each way, and
won the cup four years in succession. In the revived
Maritime Province they will no doubt occupy a pro-
minent position with Mr. Munro as their energetic and
enthusiastic secretary. When he heard of the coming
out of the Scottish team Mr. Munro wrote the Captain
as follows :—

NEW Grascow, N.S.; December 3, 1902,

Rev. John Kerr, Dirleton.

Dear Sik—We brothers of the broom are looking
forward with great pleasure to the visit of your team of
curlers.
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Tt will just be one hundred years ago that my great-
grandfather came to Nova Scotia from Scotland, I have
his letter of introduction from
the Kirk-session in my safe.

I write to wish your boys
a safe voyage; and I ecan
assure you all, that, through-
out Canada, you will receive
a cordial weleome. I hope to
have the pleasure of playing
with you in Halifax, and to
learn some points in the
glorious game from you. You
will please convey to my
brothers from over seas the
greetings of a true Scoto-
(Canadian.—Yours truly,

Photo by G. R, Wdldren, New Glusgow, NN,

THE KETTLE. JAMES MUNRO.

Against Mr. Prain the New Glasgow rink with the
steel prince as skip, Mr. A. K. Munro, ¢ hin-haun,” Mr.
Jenkins, President of the club second, and Mr. R. M.
M‘Gregor as lead, were victorious by 8 shots, so that but
for him the Scotsmen would have led over all at
Halifax, for they were only 4 points behind.

This keen Scoto-Canadian eurler of New Glasgow gave
good proof of his regard for Scotland by taking a trip to
Old Glasgow some years ago, and marrying a lady of con-
siderable literary talent, who has proved to be to him a
true helpmeet, and desirous of training up her family as
curlers. The portrait opposite is their son James Ives
Munro, aged eleven months, who may fairly pass with
broom in hand as the youngest eurler in Canada.

A great farewell reunion took place at the Halifax
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rink on the Friday evening before the departure of the
team for St. John. At this meeting Mr. D. R. Clark
announced the work of the
Scottish curlers at Nova
Scotia in brief by stating that
they had won seven games,
lost ten, and drawn one—
totalling 46 points down and
42 points up—a remarkable
result, considering their want
of experience in the Canadian
methods of curling.

Canadian Rinks and Canadian
Curling

It may here be mnoted
in regard to these methods
that in most places in Canada
they have four or five months of good ice every winter,
that this is so secure that they can draw out a programme
of events and publish a calendar for the curling season
which has very seldom to be altered. Owing to the
intensity of the frost, twenty degrees below zero being
quite an average temperature from Halifax to Winnipeg,
they have to play within covered courts. These are
generally substantially built at a cost ranging from $4000
to 810,000. A foundation of sand, sawdust, or something
of the kind is carefully laid, and at the approach of the
frosty season a supply of water is turned on. As soon
as this is frozen, a fresh supply is added, aud gradually
a solid and substantial foundation of ice is laid, which
lasts throughout the season. The thickness of this basis
of ice enables them to play from the “hack,” which is
cut into the ice to a depth of three or four inches, and

Photo by Waldren, New Glasgow, N.S.

JAMES IVES MUNRO, JR.
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permits the foot of the player to be placed therein. It
was found that at Halifax and clsewhere the various
lines and rings required for the game had been worked
into the ice in colours and embalmed for the occasion
therein by the fresh water that was sprinkled over the
rink. So smooth is the ice on these rinks that the
sweeping to which curlers at home are accustomed was
really not necessary, but the Canadian curlers have made
sweeping a fine art, for though there is nothing to
remove from the ice they ply their besoms, which are
not broom kowes but housemaids’ brooms, in such a
manner that they create a vacuum in front of the stone
when it is set in motion, and coax it thereby to its
destination, while on the other hand if they find it has
too much pith they suddenly uplift their brooms, when the
stone responsively comes to a standstill. The absolute
level of the ice and its freeness from roughness of surface
permit the Canadian curler to take a far wider “curl ” or
“twist 7 than is ever possible or advisable at home.
Guarding is therefore quite a different science from what
it is in Scotland, for though a stone upon the tee may
appear to be perfectly safegnarded the Canadian player
can afford to ignore all the protectors, and by curling
round to the extent of six or eight feet displace the
winner. In the inost of their play they work entirely
with the wrist, for the ice is so keen that they have
simply to place the stone thereon and direct it to its
destination by a gentle turn of “elbow in” or “elbow out,”
a straight shot seldom being played. They have such an
abundance of good, keen, and clear ice that whenever
there is the slightest “glut” they never think of playing.
The experience which we generally have at home of
having to take the stone back so that force may be given
to it in the return of the swing is almost unknown to
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them. A good many of our victories were due to the
fact that the condition of the ice made it necessary to use
the force of this swing, to which our Canadian brother
curlers are almost entire strangers. But it was not only
in regard to covered rinks, which, especially in the
evening when the electric light was turned on, made it
difficult, owing to the lights and shadows, to regulate the
force of the stone and the directions for sweeping; it
was not only because of the fact that in most rinks there
were crowds gathered round the  teehead ” and changing
about as each end was played, viewing the game from
galleries or from snug enclosures protected by plate-
glass windows, an experience which was quite novel to
our Scottish players; it was not only that out in
Canada and the States they universally played from the
“hack,” to which the majority of our team were quite
unaccustomed, but there were special features which
handicapped the Scotsmen throughout the tour. One
of these undoubtedly was the fact that the curling-stones,
while being transferred from place to place in the
railway trains that were heated, as we have mentioned, to
such a high temperature, became themselves over-heated
and required a considerable time to cool down. On more
than one occasion the members of the team were surprised
to find their curling-stones settling down half-way up
the rink when they had given them sufficient impetus
to carry them into the “ parish,” and on going up to find
out the reason for such conduct, it was found that by
their extra warmth the stones had embedded themselves
to a considerable depth in the ice. Another great factor
was that wherever the Scottish curlers went, they found,
Jaded and tired as they usually were, a fresh relay of
Canadian curlers waibing to receive them, with their feet,
as it were,upon their native heath. These had been, in most
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cases, practising on the same rink for weeks previous to
the arrival of their brethren from Scotland. In the case
of Quebec and Montreal, where it is usual to play with
“irons,” which weigh from 50 to 60 lbs., instead of the
granites, which averaged from 35 to 40 Ibs, it was at
first supposed that the generous offer to give up these
“irons” and play “granites” on meeting the Scots would
tell greatly in favour of the latter, but, as it turned out,
the curlers in each of these centres had provided them-
selves with an excellent set of “granites,” and, discarding
their “irons,” had devoted themselves to practice with the
“Alilsas” for a considerable time before the Scotsmen put
in an appearance. There can be no doubt that practice
with the “irons” gives a more thorough insight into the
various scientific points of the game, and this experience
seemed to tell in the favour of the iron-playing curlers
of our Canadian branch, who certainly put up against us
as fine a game as any we had to meet in the granite-
playing provinces. Nearly all our matches were decided
by the playing of a certain number of ends. Such being
the case there was no necessity for objecting to the
custom which is prevalent in Canada, and which has
been justified by many leading players out there, of skips,
and even of other subordinate players, after being called
upon to take their place in the “hack,” coming up to
view the situation round the tee, and forming their own
judgment independent of the directions of the « doupar.”
Had the matches been played by time, it would have been
necessary to point out that this custom was a violation of
one of the leading rules of curling, namely, that when a
player goes up to the “hack” or “crampit” to play, he
must implicitly obey his skip’s directions, and give up
any rights he might formerly have as skip of directing
the game. Tt was one of our resolutions come (o on
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board the Bavarian that we should, if at all possible,
avoid making any objection to what might appear to us
to be breaches of the laws of the game as we understood
them, and on looking back over the whole tour we have no
more pleasant reflection than this,that on nosingle occasion
did any dispute arise, or was it ever necessary to call in
the aid of an umpire during
the progress of any mateh.
On our departure from
the old country we took a
good supply of the old broom
“ kowes ” with us, intending
to use them on the Canadian
ice, but we found the “kowe”
unsuitable there. The
“kowes” were, however, in
great demand by our
Canadian brethren,who were
anxious to secure specimens
for exhibition in their rinks

Photo by Notman, Halifuzx.
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far on our journey before we parted with the most of them.

Farewell Meeting at Halifax

At the farewell gathering at the curling rink ou
the Friday evening, Mr. D. A. Heron of North Sydney
addressed the company, and said he was sorry that the
visitors could not go to Sydney, but they had come to
Halifax, and he was glad Halifax had entertained them
so handsomely. The Halifax Club had invited all the
clubs in the Province to come there to meet them. They
had enabled them to engage in the games with the
visitors and share in the pleasures, and he could not say
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enough in praise of them all, but there was one man to
whom particular credit was due, namely, President Walter
C. Murray, and on behalf of the visiting Nova Scotia
curlers he presented him with a gold-headed cane as a
slight token of appreciation of his kindness. President
Murray thanked them for their gift, and said, if they were
pleased,he was sure Halifax was satisfied. According to the
Acadian Recorder of January 3, « The event of the evening
was the speech of the Captain of the team of Scottish
curlers in returning thanks to the Halifax Club for their
kindness. It was an eloquent address, brimful of wit, of
kind words, and every word spoken with a true ring. His
praises of the kindnesses extended them by Halifax was
of the most hearty character; he said they were going
on a long journey, and they did not know what was in
store for them, but they would never forget Halifax;
first impressions were lasting; and in the annals of the
Royal Caledonian Club, Halifax would have a prominent
place. Their original intention was to come to Canada
vid New York, but Mr. Frank C. Simson of the Halifax
Club was in Scotland, and at their headquarters produced
maps and compasses, and showed them that Halifax was
the nearest port, and so induced them to come direct to
Halifax, the gate of Canada. They had acted on his
advice, and how pleased they were words failed to express.
They had met fine people—genial and kind, and all
working in harmony; they were men among men, and
they had a man in every sense of the word in their
President, Walter C. Murray. He referred to their keen
interest in the game, and advised the formation of a
Maritime Provincial Branch of the Royal Caledounian
Club, suggesting that if this were done a cup might be
presented by the Mother Club for competition at a great
Annual Bonspiel.  As to their own tour, it was not the
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figures of the games that were so important, but it was
the good feeling, the drawing closer together of the home
Club with her children in Canada, and he felt sure that
i this respect their tour would be a success. If so,
they would return home delighted with their visit, and
Old Scotland would always remember particularly their
‘brithers’ in New Scotland. The Rev. gentleman’s re-
marks were time and again interrupted with applause,
and at the close ronsing cheers were given, and the com-
pany sang ¢ Will ye no’ come back again.’

“ President Murray responded on behalf of the Halifax
Club, and said he felt pleased that their efforts had been so
much appreciated. He assured the visitors that their
coming here meant an epoch in curling in Halifax ; it gave
an impetus to the game such as was never felt before;
their only regret was at the ice not being very good,
not for themselves, but to give the visitors an opportunity
for practice on keen ice in rinks. He expressed the
sincere wish of all for a pleasant journey through Canada,
and he thought they should send Mr. Simson to Montreal
to meet them on their return homeward, to induce them
to sail from here instead of New York. He extended a
warm welcome to come to Halifax again, and was glad
to hear from the Rev. Mr. Kerr that they might make
another visit in the near future.

““Auld lang syne’ and the ¢ National Anthem’ con-
cluded the programme, and as the visitors were seated
in the team to drive away they were cheered again and
again by the Nova Scotians.”

As it is difficult in one’s own words to describe one’s own
doings throughout the tour, these, as in the above case, will
be generally given by quotation from local and other records.
It 1s very satisfactory to find one of the members of the team,
Mr. Henry Prain,in the excellent running description which

1
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he gave in letters contributed to the Dundee Advertiser,
writing to that paper on January 4 as follows: “On
Friday evening the Halifax Club drove us out to the
rink to bid us a collective good-bye, and the speech of
our Captain in reply to the toast of the Scottish curlers
was a masterpiece of good taste and raciness. He is the
right man in the right place, and if he cannot curl so
often as we would like owing to his many other duties,
he keeps the team up to the mark, and can convey the
message of the old country as no other of us could.”
In the same letter Mr. Prain says: “Of our Canadian
brother curlers better sportsmen as opponents or kindlier
crowds as spectators we never met. Kvery good shot was
cheered to the echo. Indeed 1 think our successes re-
ceived the heartier greetings.” This the Captain can
cordially endorse, as he had time to go round the galleries
in the rinks to wateh the progress of the various matches,
and it appeared to him that the majority of those present,
from the way in which they applauded the good shots made
by the visitors, were anxious that the Scots should be
victorious. He has no doubt that this was in their mind
a way of expressing their sympathy with the old country.

After a very pleasant stay in Halifax the visitors took
their departure for St. John on Saturday morning. About
fifty Halifax curlers and twice as many other citizens
were at the North Street Station of the Inter-Colonial
Railway to see the Scotsmen off. The Amberst curlers
left by the samne train on the C.P.R. and the gathering
“made the welkin ring.” The Scotsmen cheered for
Halifax, the Haligonians for the Scotsmen, and the
Amherst men for both. “Jolly good fellows,” «Auld
lang syne,” and “ Will ye no’ come back again” were
among the songs sung between the cheers, and
hand-shakings were the order of the day. The train
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pulled out at 8.40 amid the combined cheers of
the assemblage. The small son of ome of the lead-
ing curlers is reported on the occasion to have asked
his father “if he and his friends were cheering so loudly
because they were so glad to see the Scotch curlers away
from Halifax.”!  While the eheers were in reality an
expression of appreciation and goodwill, there was as
usual some truth in the child’s remark, for if the four
days had been made four weeks, and the Halifax curlers
had entertained the Seotsmen in the same style, there
is no doubt that the strain upon them would bave been
too severe.  When they were commenting upon the
kindness and hospitality of the Halifax curlers it was said,
“ Wait till you get to St. John”; and at each place the
same idea was passed on to the next place of call, as if
the Canadian curlers always expected that those farther
on would go oune better in treating the Scotsmen. But
in now looking back over the tour, and trying to realise
the great kindness shown to the Scotsmen on every
hand, it may safely be said that Halifax gave the keynote to
other places, for each seemed to vie with the other to find
out some way of showing kinduess to the