c.  The Bible

Bibieal siews . trough Comminghame Gl uterunees and  wiigs
d torecord. The Bible

|ead.mg allowed him in prison in 1888, Tschiffely tells us that the book of Ecclesiastes

was his favourite book; its astringent pessimism touched sounding strings in his own

being which gave an answering note

In the Bible he finds forthright and relevant speech. OF Sir Thomas More, whom he
admired, he said "He was almost as uncompromising s the Holy Seriptures. ... The
Bible spoke for justice towards all. Tn a leter to the Winchester electors in support of a
Liberal candidate, he wrote:

*....vote for those who endeavour to act up to the spiit contained in the Bible - to
proteet the oppressed, o shield the down-trodden, o make this world of ours merely &
‘preparation for heaven and not a foretaste of hell”

T‘\mgmb out at theories of political economy during & mu,ung in Glasgow while he was.
n bail as a result of the Trafalgar Square incident, he

"What b would s ty was - Bum political economy Pt huy aBible.....they would find
in the Bible ot pﬂhmpa better political cconomy, but more humanity™.
The Old Testamnent scemed to bim to be a true record of a fom of lfe in the Bast:
5 il bt O A e photographed for us by the writers of the
Pentateuch™,
From time to time he shows discernment in :hchmn the very Mlavour of Biblical
situatons. Of an uncouth characte i the East,

he broke again into his monologue, sl xgam:( his sl just as the prophets
sometimes scemed to speak in the OId Testament”,

Surveying Bahia from the ship on which he was sailing, he discemed:
" land so peaceful that it was quite impossible there could exist in it evil or malice,
‘hatred or envy, or any of the vices or the crimes that curse humxmly Ovve undmlood the
feelings of the apostles when they wished to build their tabernacles;

Of the insitution of the Scapegoat he said: "Nothing showed more clearly the profound
Knowledge of the human heart” (though this latter could also mean that it provided an
easy way out for sinners)’.

He does not seem to be bothered about discrepancies in the text, saying of the jumbling
up of inches and feet, hundreds and thousands in Hulderico Sehmidels chronicles of the
Spanish Conquest of South America, that this happens "in even more important
scriptures™. He is quite conservative in his appreciation of the Bible as he has i,
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disliking modem translations', detesting peoples use of it as "a sacred lucky-bag,
aceepting parts and utterly rejecting others that clashed with their ideals"™, He seems to
conclude that the new Biblical Criticism opened the way 1o another form of
subjectivism. Yet he clearly sccs and jibs at the old form of subjectivism, which came
from aceepting the Bible whole from the hand of none other than God, whilst in fact
making one's own canon from it for reading and conduct, So Calvanists knew the Bible
for their own use "....as a stockbroker knows his share list or the mariner his
compass.....". The missionary Macrac "passed his time looking up texts wherewith to
pulverise.....the infidel.....™, Bilson, the "Bristol Fashion” skipper, took the Bible for
fetish, which brought some obscure good unrelated to daily conduct. He read a chapter
1o his own crew on Sundays, just as he "took in top-gallant sails at migh, or purged his
crew on entering low latitudes, from sheer routin"”,

Parsons featured those parts of the Bible in which people were exhorted to work and to
be obdient, neglecting other counter-balancing parts'
"......let poor Labour lift its head, down comes ﬂlebm:yhuund Bible smack upon it".

Of the characters in the New Testament he likes Peter for his human lovableness and for
his venturesomeness'. Yet stzangely - or the cry of the narrow Protestan religion he
your Peters, gie me Paul" - it is "the sarcastic, witty apostle to the
G who "t e spell of his keen, humouristic speech upon the Greeks"" who
won him. He found Paul patient and generous in character', loveable too, and when he
mentions him, mentions him with admiration.

Allusions to the birth of Christ, and the Cross, are to be found here and there in
Cunninghame Grahar's works. But | can recollect no mention of the Resurrection and
the Ascension. The Cross is & memorial to the inevitable way in which people deal with
the truth. Tt s as if Cunninghame Graham had never found in the Bible the claim that a
work had been done for hurmanity by the Cross and Resurtection of Christ which
affected human history directly and for ever; or as if he had already made up his mind
about human ffe before he read, and so dismissed as incredible the saving work of the
Cross and the reality of Resurrection.
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