


F O U N D A T I O N  O F  T H E  C 0 I . L E G E  O F  P H Y s ~ C I A N S  A N D  OF  

T H E  F A C U L T Y  O F  M E I ~ I C I N E  A T  E D I N B U R G H  

T11E rt'jililniion of surgical practice at by the I;nildI l d i n b ~ r ~ h  nt Surgtbons ant1 
Unrt>cbs.i, ;~iitl t llcir increasing efforts to  drvrlnp n kno\vlrdge nf anatomy, havt. 
I i l l I d . The regnlntioll of mrdirine was anothcr important stcl)  
nrrtbss;rryl>r . f ru-rs  n %IrdicnESchool could be ronqtruct~d. The early Edinburgl~ 
physirians Itnd mmtlv obtained a knuwlrdgc nf ~n~dic int .on tlir Continent, and 
during thr* 17th cr*iiti~ry scvcral capable and d i q t i n p ~ i ~ l ~ r d  practised iti~ ~ l ~ y q i c i a n s  
Edinburgh. -25 c;irly :is 1617, when Jam- I. re-vkitrtl Srot3and, an attempt 
Btnd been ~r ladcto i o tu~dn College of Physicians at Edinhnrgh, but it had h e c ~ ~  
opposed by the Ul~iv~brc;itirs h sc~rontlattrmpt to push theanrl thc Bishops. 
matter was made in 1630, and a third xt t rmpt  was madr, in 1050,to o1)tainCromurcll's 
support of the proposal, \vhfch was to give powers of for thc wholcs t ~ p c ~ r v i ~ i o r ~  
of Scotland. 1<y this timr ,thr  strrgrons had adoptcd tliv work o h  npthccaries 
n.; I):~rt of their practice, and dhr attempt was thcrriorc ni~turallyopposed by 
thrril, s o  that Cremwell was dissuncErtl from signing tllc propc~.;cvlC h r t v r .  Ahot~ t  
1 0 j ~ ,tllr I~ad ingphysicians of 15dinhnrgli, moved by  ;I drsirc. to 1-4- font^ medicine, 

to out In ol>tsin asct t l i c ~ i ~ i ~ l ~ - e slay n I'hysirh Iiiinlrn atid Cliartc-r for the 
in~t i tu t ionoh n College of I ' t iy~ir inns. Thta riit~n rhicfly conr~rnvd  ill tllis ~novc-
men t wrre Sir liobert Sibbald, llr. r2rchihitl(l 19i!cnin~ck.Sir ~111drcwJhlfeur, 
Sir Tlionlnr IFurnrt and Sir Archihnlri Str~vt.rlscvri(fathvr-in-hw of Dr. l'itcnir~kc). 

The stud. of l~otnnywas then rcmsid4-rr-tl long with anatorr~ythc most 
iniportnnt ~ ~ r t ~ l i m i n x r y  a of ~ncdicine. The surgcons, a.;to scientific krir)wlvdgr 
we hare s r m ,  tlntl alrrarly made provision for ;inatomy, a t ~ d  thus it lay with t h r  
yliq.sicians to cl~lt ivntr  l>otany. Dr. RalCol~r had sctt led as n physician in Edinburgl~ 
in 1667, :uncl in tllr small garden attachrd t o  his 11ou?;chad raised many plants 
never l>cforr srm in Scotland. His friend, Mr. Patrick Murray, of Livingstone, 
had also dev~loprdnt his country seat a botanic gartlvil containing ovrr 1000 

sprcirnens of plants. Sihhald and Ralfoua dctrrnlillvd la establish a regular 
I'hysic Lardrn. and Sihlx~lclgit'vs the following acrourll of thc way in which this 
pmjrr t  s t a r t ~ d:-

" Dr. k l f m ~ r  of the:~ntl1 ftrst rc'wrlvt,rl upon it. and ubtamcd of Johrl Hrtru !I, ,g ,~rr l r~cr  
S r ~ r t h3-anles in the  Abby, arlu ~l>cl-urtb of SOIIW 40 f n L  of nlc+a-urL' rt tvry ts a! . \I'c 
Il;itl, by tlh~st! with  1T;lstrr James Sltthcrlant!, a youth, wllu, by hisrnr, bccull~c; ~ c r l l ~ ; ~ ~ r ~ t  

r r i \ t l t .  ~r~tlustry, i i r i t l 
l~iltlattnlnerl ~ r r a t  knowlctlgc oi t l~cplants antl uf rncrl:rl~, hc unrlcr-
l r n k  t l l v  charge of the culturu of ~ t .  11y w l ~ n trvc procured from Levtston ( I  c.. I'atrick 
Ilurr;iy, 1,;urrl o l  J,iv~ngslnnr)nnrl nt1ir.r ~ar~ l rns .  w cantl brought in from l11r C'r>u~~lry, 
tr~;bulr. ,I ~(rllectionof eight nr nynt. I~unilrrrl~h;tritntticr. 



b 

"Srrr~~r 	 wlir)  111t.n h:~aP t n t l ~ l n  ~ < I \ V ( - I - i l l  t 1 1 t 7n[ thr Cliirurgr.u~n .\putlltm~:~t.yc*s, tnnn. 

nppt~st~l$ 1 5 ~drm(1inx t!i:~i i i  i11ig11t it1 :I C o I < ~ l p  l)ot, lty it~t. < # ~ r t -  
~ ! s l i { ~  of I 'l~ysiti~~t~s, ;an<) 


dc~t<. r i t>~1)m-for n.tIl<t!~r, 10 it11~1assisl~al 115 it1
( I T  tlwst: ls-crcq	111;iaIt. ~rir*l~~Is 111~.(I(.SIEI~V. 
:bnt, 3Ir. Ji~i!i('h 511il1t.rl~~i1~1, c ~ l > t : t i ~ ~ i i ~ ~t r b  1hr Cni~nscllr b f  l<tEiflL)ul.~I! Ir.r.%r1 1 )  lor I I ~ I I ~ ~ . U , I ~  

a : ,  r I r I I I a I ' i n  I I I ,  n I t i t  Anal I )octo~. 
J(alfu~rr;~ r l a l  I ,  1% w r r  npl>~illll~4I! Illc Tow11 C ' r ~ t l r l ~ r ~ 1 1it11 solnt: o th r r s .  1 visit(11-s 111 1111, 

gi1r<1~11."
' 
Tt14.5c.t tvo 1~:11~1!~ wtbrrh hilualtbtl, t 1111 tirrt tlori t~-ib;ist of I Ir~l!.rocjtS3'21?-sic G;~r(Fr.nc: 

-.\l,t)+.!., O I ~;I 51)ut ocr11liir.1 at prr.;t3nt I)!. :r srnall 5lrl.lt.11 4 1 f  luri  ; t11(*s t ~ o r ~ t lih ~ I I O I V ~ I  
i t5  t111: ( ; ~ I I , ~ I I > I Iof Trinitv I lci5itital in 
t h~rc1o11o f  l < o t l ~ t ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ' ~ICcli11-p l m ~  of 
IrurgI~. Ht-rrb, i l r  r h i f ~ ,Jarnc.5 S ~ ~ t l ~ r * r l n ~ t d  
1v:ls r~st;1l~li41t.rlirs 1'1 rdrssot. uC 131)t;1r1y. 
iu l~l  i l l  1fis.3 ] ) u I > l i ~ l ~ ~hisd * '  1101.111~ 
3lt-rlir.rlh Edinbulgcll>ih." Hc had ;I 

s:~I:lr:\ t ) T  tncnty rlu~tntI+frr>111 thc it!., 
: ~ r i < l  t:111~lit t11e t i f  to+ c i r ~ ~ t ~ .1icrI)h 
bludcnt:, 1211. 3ruitll kt.. . 111 1G8c1, 
(luring 1 1 ~ -\ i r - ~ tof tltc C:i~iI(b, it tras 

tliouglit nrr*rh*-itr\wlo rli-;iin t l i t ~  Nrjrtli 
1.rich. and r l l t .  \v;~tvi-for st.\,t.~.itl rl;~vr; 
I.:III r)i,tnr tllr I't~!.sir (iardt.11 :I[ Trillity 
4 I c i l t l  I it. S I I ~ ~ I ~ ~ I-
~ I I I ~ ! ,l l~t*~-rfort>+ l1i5~ I I10415. t ~ t t - ~ ~ l t * t l  
(;:[I tlrm11 ;11 H o l \ r r ~ c ~ l .  ivl~irli srrxn,\ t ( 1  

11av1' I I a I lirlt, l)!:tr*t-. 
Sutlrt.ll;~ric~ tlicmcl ill 170.5~ alld \\.a< 

Ere:.::~~r-ct-r.tlr.cl 1)r. C l ~ t  	I'tt-c1rr11, and  
1 1 t h  i l l  tru 11 I)?.Ili.: l ; c ~ , r ~ t .l~~r ) t l~c . r .  I'r.r.>tor~, 

I l i - rt cvivt~tl; r t l  :illo~fallcruf it 11 ~ - c b ~ ~ t ~ d q  h~ O I I I  t tiv T41n 11 CcrunciI. ~ f ~j.r :II I! HI- : 

At'jtt a 3lb4rl) o r 1  I hr r~vrtll>idr r ) i  tllv I-Eigh St l c . t . t ,  trlq)o<itt. t h l~cb;~tlof R];lc.kfl i:lr:,l ~ r 

It'! I I C I ,  w11crr 1 1 t h  yo!cl " all S O I ~ S( ~ fs p i c ~ s ,  t t * : ~  (* l~i i .o?~- t .  2~ I I ~ L F - ,  rofft:r, ~[ r . . ' '  

-1'ht' T'rr-+lr )11-. \r 1.n .  I )!. U tinrleq Alstoin : I \  1'rofr.s~or ti[ ;Ilt.tlic.irle ;llld ~~ic~.ci '(lt 'rl 
I {O~: I IL ,~+ ,111-i r i  t 111 1 1  l)y Jvl111 1Lcqn- il l  1701. l ~ i r ~ ( l i i ~ g  t ~ b IV:IS;ti1[1 t11at l t C i ;~r[lrr~ 
~itiwitt*ilfor t htz (lt*vr-l~ ivl~icli titt(l takt~npl;~rtb,111q ~ *  il t) ~ i ~ t - r i t  t)l~t;iitir(l K ~ : L I I  fj-01~1 

the  'l'rrnsury and rtkn~oi.c-rl tllc Gardcil to a site on tht. \vt*zt of 1,ritli \\‘:ilk, ~lr.;\r 
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thr: Ilrtbar.lt t ( ;:tyIErl(l Srlztnrr. Thc olrl C;ardrt~ at Trimty ('l~lltgr. rIisalrlc:irc.rl 
ahout 1j i l ) . '  

Profr~hhol. l.Iolw \v;is succt.r.dt-d I)?- l),~ Iiu tllcrford in \VII~ , ,  ; illllo~~gllt1it.I I ~ S f r ,  
Professor o f  I<ot :~t~y \1,;1+ I I I I IC ' IL  1t1urr of a c h ~ l ~ i i s t ,  \v;i:, 1 1 1 ~;111d J l rd ic i~~t ' ,  :irid 
rlixoverer c ~ fnit r o ~ c - ng ; ~ .  t wrrc (;i*:iIi:unSul)hr.cl~~t.u ])rokt#~wrs Kolwrt atld 
John T-Tutton I<:llfoul-, ~ I F O I I ' I I  to his sIu(lc~lt5 ;I> " Old \\'oody 1;i tlrt'." T11t. 
prtwbnt Rotanic (;artlt-r~in Trrvt.rl(~it11 Kl)w w;i5 irjrt111'cl ~ I E  1S22-~82.+,: I I I ( ~  flir. 
:irljoining Arboretzrrll w:bs o],t.nr.tl in ~ 8 3 1 .  

Tn rr tarn  to Sihhnld, l'itr*;iiri~t~ t t ~ cr l t l ~ t ~ h ,  l;lyirl~and ~vllo, i11)0111 1670, \\rr.w 
out t tic* I'liy~ic(h-drn rind c.c>nsi(lt.riltgthr form;!t it111 r )f :i Cr,llvgc. nf lD1~ysic.i;tt~.: 
a t  I':dinl)urgh, t\.r: find that  tllv st;~tr- r r f  intdiciric a t  21)is t i r i l r ,  in o thrr  phccs was 
as foIlow.;. Sydcnhxm wa< p c ~ tiring in T,ondnn. 1Tnrvr.y'~disrovcn I~ncl 
%t.ell  pt~l~tishrrlnvrr forty ?-c.:irs ~~rt.\-ioti*ly, anrl was still disputrtl, though ISorrlli, 
1 ) ~his Inhorinus mathrmatical in\-c-sti~:~iion>,Ilad dcc-c.lopd i ts  j~rinriplcs into tlie 
Ia trn-tnrrhaniral Srhnnl of Tl~ougli t . hf;~yo\v, i ~ - i l ~ i ~ ,  k in~ lr ~ lspiritsI < o ~ ~ l t ~ ,  I U I ~  

of the Iioynl Socirty nf T.rmclor~\vc.rt- \indyir~gv:tsiot~s~su t ) l r r~ i s  lifc aurl tlismse. clE 

llalpighi :i11c1 l , ~ ~ t ~ t ~ ~ v t ~ ~ i l ~ r w k  ~ ~ r t I I O  tousirigv (v;lrlit*st ~ ~ ~ i c r u s c o p c ~  iilvc-siigate 
thr  structure of tllc. 1,odily fl~tirls and tissurw. Sylrilts, a t  J.rytlcn, \rr:ls fntrnding 
~)liysiolnficalchemist? ant1 introducing tl~c. 111-w ic1r.n nf it~stsuction ill t l ~ c  wards 
nf hi4 hospital as a ~ c ~ r t  rduratinn..of rr~r~cliral 

1)r. .\rrhil~nld l'itcnist~c ( I0 5 2 - ~~ T J )was ~wrhnpst h{b 111clrt ~1'1~'l)r;l tr11 Scott is11 

p1iy.;icial~ rrf t8ir tirnc, and hc wort. than anyonr r.l<r. mil!. jt~.;tly I)r. r rq rdc i l  :t+ 

rhc fouiirl~-rr )f the I<rlitll>urgt~ JIt.tlir.:~l Sr-hcml. 1:r.ginaii ti^ f lhr. j~11r.suit of Larv, 
ncltt to s t~i t ly  in l'nris, t n ~ ~ k  n~c'tlicil~c.. I;ror~i 1lrj5 t 9  1630, 11cand tllt*rr% t o  
studivtl mr~cliciiir~ in tltiit tit!., ar~clirl t 1 1 t h  I:~tt{bryc;lr I ) r . r+ ;~~ t i t .l l .  I). of I<h< i~ns .  
(111 thc incl~~c-r~mr.tito f  hi.: fr~c~incl,1 ):~vi(l I;n-pry, IVofvsn~rof M:~tlii.n~ntics; ~ t  
Id inburg l~ ,hcb d~-vott.d Ilin~sclf wit11 grlh:lt :~*-iduity to  n la t l~r~i~nl i r ' s ,Itccurnn~g 
later, likc ISnn.lli i r ~Italy, one of thc ic~ii~~rlrrs oro f  ttic l a t ro - r~~cchn~~ic ;d  E;ltm-

inathrmatical schonl of tl~ougllt. Thc s y s t c r ~ ~rlt*vr.lopudfrom Iiarvvy's rlrn~on-
stra t ion of the  circul:~tioit ; fnr when tltc i1n~x)rt;~nccof this dyniimic pri tic-iplr! 
was gmspd, in contradistir~rt ion to that  of thc luisurcly chi) and flo~i. of htunrliirs, 
ila aclhcrmts at temptcd to ~ ~ r o v ctha t  all thc bodily nctivitics, including cvcn tlicnt! 
nT 1 1 1 t h  ntarvr)us sys t~m al~rl  o f  digrstion, wuru auv1.v nlcchnnicnl csrrcisrbs. 
Altliongl~this idcx could not ~)c.r..;i>tfns lorlg, it fori~lrtl c r i ~ t u ~inr t l ~ c  after 1l:irvtby 
a frnitir~l workirig 11ylmtlrrci.;. I ' itci~i~ituthrew l1it11br11 illto Illis coi~truversy 
mitt1 zest, : ~ r ~ r lhi.; a t t ~ t u d u  is itirlir*;~tr.tl1)y dlic titlr of all :1tt,ick nlndc on 1iir11 l)y 
Sir 1':dw:lrtl I < i c ~ t  " :\pnllo Mi i t  l ~ l - ~ l ~ ; ~ t i c i ~ s ,  I thcirl or thc -2rt of C u r i t l ~  )iarnscs t ~ y  

3iathem:itirs " ( I ( P J ~ ) .  I'itcaisnth w:~:, onc r r f  ttlc original mcln\lr6rs of tllc: lir>?;;ll 

College of I ' l~yaicin~~s
it1 16S1, anrl in 1055 Ilr, Sir Iiohcrt Sibhald anrl Dr. Ji~rrrcr 
IInlket \\-ere madr thr first three Proicssors of Mcdicinc in thc 'SO\~II's Ct~llt.gr, 

..----- . .. 

I bra11: 'WE) and Sew Edi~lbu~rgh,'Vol.1, p 3%. 
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or, ns i t  now l j c ~ n ni n  he callrd, t h ~ b TIIVl>rt)Iv<<t~rsITnivrrsity nf l? r l i i t l ) r~r~l~ .  
r11c.tlirinc wcrc unqnlnrivd. ant1 :~ l t l~ozic l~  Ir.c.t~uc.d fro111 ~ ~ I I I ( -thry proh:rldy tn 

tirilrl (l'itrairne ccstninlv did), thry do nc~t:ljqwar to  h:ivtb rlr.livt-rrd any rr.gl~lnr 
rourscT. Dr. Halkct srrlnq to have hrt-rl :! \vt.ll-krlnwn ~111ysi1.i:iriof hi.; tirnc, I j~ i t  
I I I i t c r y  r i 'I'hr. on!!. rl~ftar~~t~c*rb th:lt 1 11:1\-1- hccn n l ) l rto him 
to iillrl i.r thcb following 
acuo~illtuf :L consultation 
l~rtit,rt,rlI i i ~ r r ,120t)crt Clerk, 
surgrori, and Mr. I Inn~i l ton ,  
rr~~nrrl i t lgIljc illiir..;.; and 
tltl:1tl1 of 1,ad.t. C t - r k  of 
I ' ~ , I I  icuik :-

" \Ye had c , \ l l t b ~ l  Ior 
trrit. 1 rf thr c1lit.l PIl\si(i:~ns 
i n  'I'ou-n, o1lc L)oclc~r 
H : ~ t , k t * t a * ,:~tl<L t~s -< ,of 111t-

c.hit.f l r r niy 

unckit. Itrnl)c.rt Clcrk, and 

OIM* l l r .  I 1:inlilla>t~,a man 

n i ~ i c l ~t~i1il1l~ait.11 311tI-
in 

wift*r>-,' l ~ l l t * \ -~ C X I I ;  a t1  Ilw 

pains nhrmt  11t.r t 11t.yccj~i'rl 

t l ~ r ~ t kuf, Lull I ; I I I ~: ~ S ~ - : i c . t l  

t IIP!- \ r -vxr  tnn11;1sl?-
i n  tllcir 

I i i I thrtt rtblvhrattarb Uni\-rt.~it!., \vl~ic.l~ 1 1 t h  ncci.lltr.tl. Th<brr. l ~ r  
Ithc.ttll.chtl (ill T O C ) . ~ ,  W ~ I I ~ I ~  r r t l ~ r n ~ d  I<tli~ljutrghfor rr:lsons.] t t x  to ialuily Tilt. 
hict 111:iL 11 IC  i i1fi111i W I I ~ H > I  r ) f  f ~ ~ r ~ ~ i - l ~ t * c llaroftwior t o  t h ~( h -lCcli t i \~~~rgl~ il 

t..;ta%dislic.tl ( . I I : I~I  i l l  I .qtlrtl  titust 11;lt.rgivt-TI ;q t ~OTIHC*I.,~ I I . : E  ul>lift to t 111. still 
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1 5 s  T ~ T S T O l ~ YIll: LlCl lTTICII l  \ 4 + , 9 1 C I S t :  

as,  for r x ~ l ~ ~ l ~ l t - ,l l ~ r" I!~t;mtity o f  the I<lootl," 1I1r " JIuf ic~r lt h  l i t o ~ ~ ~ : i c l ~ , "011 t l ~ .  
a ~ ~ d  tlit. Curc of 1:ri'crs." T h i s  W;IS : I I I  i ~ t ~ l n , r t a ~ ~ tr.qtr.l.i;tlly ;i disser t ;~ t io i t  ugjrlll " 
c o n t r i l m t i t ~ i ito thc rnrdicil lc of that day, ir~livri lcvcrs ~OI-IJIC'(! t i \ .o- t I~i rdsof all 
disc ;1~.5 .  

F'il r n i n l r ' s  aplmilrtr i lrmt,  in 1691,13s I 'n~f t .><c~rnf J lc t l i r i r~ t .: ~ tLvyden, \\.as 

1:irgtbI~~r11i~to tlw ~ I O I I I ~ ~ I ~ ~ I I W  li:id 0 1 1  t11t-w11idi 1~ ol)i :~int*das a c ~ ~ i ~ f r ~ v ~ ~ r s k ~ l i s t  

tli*c*c~vthryoi thr rirrlil;btior~sf t l l r  I)loorl ~tiiid(b Har\-r!+ sc)niv lifty ytbnrspi-cbviuu+ly. 
I:t.forr. ITnlpifi-hi nnrl 1-ccurvcnliork ra t 1.4 tiir. n i \ t l  I rluotl11i1tl rlr.rl~onst ~ . :~ l> i l l n r i r s  

c + t ~ ~ l ~ i t ~ c l e s ,I'iirairntb, l ~ ya kitid of t i ~ ; ~ l l ~ t . ~ n : t t i r ; f lrc-;~>orliril:s in~ilartn tha t  arlol,tc.cl 

1 ) ~1r;lr.r-r>-, har l  ir~rlicatccl t h r  rl;ttlirtn o f  n ~ i t ~ u t t btht. vt*wc.lz t h m u g l ~  whir-li t l lc 

lir~cb1)artitlrs nf t>loodi l~ustp;is$, :inti, in  1wrtir11l;lr. tito h:ld cstal~li<hrilt l l r  vic\v 
tha t  t l irr t l  Fl(.t\v~(~rb :irtrries ancl t hr vc~ins , iurrx i-t id EIU gross ; ~ I ~ ; L S ( I I I ~ I ~ S ~ S  t31( -

nhirh 131;uiy pchrsons contcl~dc.(l,cv1,11r ~ ft l ~ o s c\111cr of:adoy)tctl Ilxrvcy's ~ > r i ~ i c i ] h c  

r i r r ~ ~ l a t i o i iit1 n gvncral tray. 

Sir I < I ) ~lt lr t  S ibbal r l  (1041-1  712) had gr)ncbt l~ro~~fi-11 c tmrsc  ina t tit.tdtrgiv;d 

" I stnyrtl at I.c.yrlv~~niw ycacr and a I1:dI. ant1 stl1dir.d ; u ~ l  c l ~ i r ~ r ~ i c ,  an:rtnmic ullrh.r 
tllr Ptn:~rncrl Prr>rchssnr Vztn Ilornc. J sturlir~l (lit. 1)l;lnIn 1111tIt.r .ttl<rlpl~us ~ l b i rY o r ~ l a ~ ~ ~ .  
hat1 k c t ~  tlwn I lrlt;bnick profvssor 3 j y w r s ,  anrl 1 stlra!it,cl tlw ins1 i tutir~ns ;a1111 

pl-;tdicr., urltlcr Sy Iv t~~s .  Ivns t11r11. s:twwho k ~ i r i t ~ l ~ s  1 trvc.r~t!-c-ilircc 11um:ul k7tntit.s 
diwcclctl 1)y liiiil in ihv Hmpiti~ll  \vl1i~11 1 Irt,(~~ivntt.rlwit11 11it11. I saw s11t13t-<liswt.f~btl 
publickly tly Van JIornc. I n.as fr-llow sl.utlt,i~t with Sizrltr, atlcl bccamr fnmnuw ;~l tcr -  
warcls IIrr h i 3  wry l~ r~gs .  H c  rli~wcic.tl in In! chamlx r sa11i11.1 nnrl P I I O I \  1 1 1 4 ~  lllt,r(l,y~111~s. 1 ~ 1  

the dttcttls s:~liv;~lis  c l i s c u ~ ~ r t d .  I cd ailc apnl t1rc;lryt.s sliol~, si~l>rrior, hr- tt;irl f~.c.rltrcnt 

am1 s:r\r- tl!c 11Intcria mrrlica and t l r v  ~n:~tlc-. I st~~tlic-tl
ordinary crrrnl)u)sili<!richs Clluillic, 
~ i ~ i < ! r ra < k r r ~ \ i ~ t l  \ l ' i i ic l~i t~s~ :txv;~y, lbn<lt,r ~ I ; I I - K I ; ~ \ ! ~ I S ,  c;tllccI anltl after hc ~b-vr~f l>rntl~cr 
to I I r o t  I t i t 1 1 1 1I I f I So1i1c.1yftlc 1 hcartl t l ~ cIt-sstrris t r f  Lander 
T.i11t1vn, who xrs tamol~s  for critical learr~ir~:. 

" 1 stayed h( l l i lV 11y1Iv t l l~)11~.th~ I'arlh. \\.]11~1.(! 1\lt11the ~ . 1 1 1 1 t r t 1 ~a t  1 was ~ c I I;1cq113iilt~d 
Ciuirlo l'atia, w h o  Icnt tnr bookcs, ;uwl ~ : l \ cliic for ;I tvrnr. fllr. irsc oi Iris manus~r i l l t  
~ \~r t l ic .n  of his trvo sons, 1IoIjt.rt i~iiil C11:trlt.r ( r t l ~ r ~  (11 tllcfor tlhc tl~rvc'l~cln Ht.1.r. tlivr~ I ) r ~ t u ) r ~ ;  
l iaculty of 1'aris.l in thr~ir  sturl~c-s. 1 s t l~ t l~ct lt11c p1;uits u~ltlvr J ~ l n q u r t  in t21c 1~1ng ' s  
Gardcn. rt11rl Iir.:~rtl the puhlick lrsst>ris of I lons i r t~rt l ~I:l Cll;u~hLrc t t ~ c!uulljirr. ;turl 

hIonsiui!r Ik17:1llu, am1 I 1rcquclitIy wns prcwnt at t l ~ c t  puSl1ck tlisputcs, ntltl 1 rh~ft.tl Illen 
t h c  Hutcl rlc U~eu,and thc I lnsl>tt;~IoI  thc Clinr~iy. 

1;rtltn I';~nu 1 15-cnt to ;ingirbrs wit11 l e t t ~ r s  of r t - c o n i ~ i ~ c ~ ~ r l n t ~ o nIrnri~ Inuirlo I',~iln to 
Ihtillf Srnl t~r ,  ihc Dcan r ) f  I : ; ~ c u l t ~ .  1 stayctl a inor~t.tlitlwr. anrl nnr; r\,itlii~lt*t! 1,y 111s 
son,by I;crmntl Joisclin ant1 1k ~ ~ ~ ~ n u i c ,  tllrr." aand gott my pirtcnt of I l ~ t o r  
. .a- ...-. . .. - ---=-. ... - - . .- -- . 

I)i>~rrtatirrlh Phc I J I t ~ l l lthnllrxll tin. >lllllllrbt~ l h + l ' l ~I'rla.llrll.. : " .I up111Ithr I-lra ulaliw~of 111 111, V*d>..'' I%uThh, 
'1'1 ~111~I.~l~~<l,z j r s .l ~ ~ l ~ ~ l ~ ~ l ~ ,  

* " l'hc Autobiolgraphy 01 Sir Kulhert Siblrald, lint., M.U.," tHj3 ,  pp. 16 and I;. 



5i1~11i~I~l largch :il~d 
inflltrhntial pmrtirrl it1 the neighI)o~u.l~oo(l hy Cllnrlrs 11. 

511~11~ ' R Sn rntdirnl rcn~rst. in tlw 17111 c t b r ~ t ~ ~ r y .  11;1il :L 

of Etliill)l~rgIi,w:~s iil)y~/~iritc~.tl 
( ;rrtgsa~)l~~rRn!-;l l  Srntlantl, nntl Ivft rt)l.isirlt~r:iI)l(~ rr~uain.;, rlPnlillg fnr litc~r:~ry 
t.q)erinlly with thr  nn t ~ t m lhistory nnrl arcl1:enlo~yof 5rotl:lntl. 

Sir Robert Sil>balrl gives nn nccoltnt of the hrlp nffnrrltld 1 ) ~Pritlff J.?111('q9 

nllkp of York, and his physician, Sir Charles ScarI,nrr,ngh, in trlltail~inga yatmt 
fnr tile trcctinn of the 
Cnllrgr of I'hysirintts at 
Erlinl~~u-gh.:lEirr mucll 
r)l)pnsit i o n  f rom thr: 
silrKcnonsand  the Toi~ t l  
Cl~iu~c-il asnC 15~linl~urgl1, 
w.11 :IS t l ~ r  Ctnivrrsitics 
:~r~r l  liiahnps, and nftm t 11c. 
I I K I I I ~  r t j i~fvrv~ir~q,thr  
1 );I t 1 ~ 1 1 1  lyIi~i:11 r w ~ i v c ~ l  
t11(#  Kir~c's sigir;ititrtb ant1 
t11(#  (;1+t>:11 S(YII i111o1i t 11r 
~q t lh  Nr)\~c~n~l)c.l-,roSr ,ant1 

t I ) ( '  t ' t r l l t ~ ~ c ~ 
of l'Ii\~xir.i:~ns 
11,:15 t l l t * t l  (~hl:bl~lisl~(~~i.Ill 

tlw Ir~ll~~wirig 1h-5.
!.canr, 
Sil)!~:~l(l,S ~ ~ ~ I ~ I ~ I M I ~ I;ITI(! 

TkIlr<llrr lT(T(n l < l l i K 1 l l l ~ ~ l  

I)?. thf' Ilukr. c ~ fYo&. 

11 1  TOSO, Sir lic~lw*rt 
Sil>halrl \\*:15 ~w.rsunrlr.tl 
l)y tllr l<;ir! o f  I'tbrtIl to 
rrnhrnrr ill( ,  I<OII~;ITI 
CAt Iwlic init 31,11111 Ii:tvi~ig 
I~c~rnli~intctl o i ~ t  o f  ljir 
hntiw t3y the Edi111)urgll 
mah, and Iinving tl~c.rr%- 
aftcr ~aintlc n visit to 
Lolldon, irhc-nb, ;is I k t .  

WYS, * *  I \>PTc‘.c~~\.('(~.:ll50 ?, lR R n R F R T  S l R R A L D  ( 1 6 4  1 - 1 7 2 2 , ,  

t11r ~rho lc  I of 

Ill~gl;~rld\ml; ~irirlcr:r \.iolthnt rrrtrniilt t llt.n, :111clI foitsittr. tl1c.y woultl nvrrtzu-nv 
the C;ovt~rt~nurr~t," r.r.tz~rll to  t l ~ r l  Clltvcl~ ill n.l~icll I l r *I I ~ .  rrl;nl~.rrl tr.) urns 
borll. and, :IS 11r clllniritly rtln~nrks: " :\lttvr nby rtati tr~~rb, ~~ lc~ns t~ t l  111(.i l  (;otl 
~>npisllin~c=rt\qttl~~~-:iywI(laylv, :,TI,! {TI m l  I I ~ V I It !tot1cl11 I l)v I I I ~  rchlt1r11i- ]lad 





CC121.1~t~1.Of '  T'liYSlTI.\Sh > \ X I >  t ' l . f \ .  r r F  IlFl)l<'lNI. P . P I S I ; U H ( o l l  I ( j lI .Al  .. 
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done it mnrc dnrnngr tlwn my joining had prtllitrd thclu."I Tllc l < r v n l ~ ~ t i m  
r~r.currccl Iwn years !:I tt*r. 

Othrr i ~ ~ ~ l j o r t m l t  at associntrdpl~ysirianz in I l idint>i~r~h t l ~ i . ;  tirrle w l ~ o  
with I'itrairnr. i1nd SiWald in  l o u ~ l d i n ~t h r  C o l l r ~ ~ ro f  1'11ysiria1ls wrrc 
Sir 'I'F~nrnns I3ur11r-t. author nf n highly pop \~ la r  r c ~ n ~ p t ~ t ~ l i u m  rtitdicinc,of 
thc " 'l'hr~saurus J1rrlicin;tu " ( T ( I ; ~ ) ,  and Sir i\rrhihald Strvvnson. 

Thc nrrrssity for a supply of gmd doctnrs in Edinl~urgh,  a s  in o t l~c rparts 
of Srotlantl, ant1 tllc furthcr neccssitv inr a inflr~c~iirr~, as t Flatrnr~trcdlii~g such 
raxrrtrd by tlw Callcgc of I'l~ysicinns, is r1r-monqtratrd 11y ihc f r r q ~ ~ r ~ r ~ c vwith which 
strolling monntr~hanks apprarcd,  rvcn in t h r  capit:~l city. 111 1072, Joanncs 
BlEcharl Philo, pIhy>irian, ancl " sworn aprrntnr to i l ia  tn:ljvaty," pclitioncd thr  
I'rivv Conncil for ~~carmissiotltn rrr-ct ii pi~l>lirstitfit' in  Rtlir~l)urghfur t lir, practice 
of his profvmion, 1vl1ic11 was allowrrl, tliough hr \v;~s fnrhid(lc.r~" t c ~t~avr:ally rope-
dancing." T T r  was rrlmrtvrl h t c r  10 II:IY(* " thrrron r~lrrcl tll~tbt tc.cbl~l>lit~rlprrsonr, 
srvrral lame,, ;11111 cut suvrrnl ranccrs. : I I I ~done rn;lny othcr 11Oiillllr cures, as is 
nntolarly k~~rnr .~b,  and  that c ~ n tol nrcrc rhnrity." Tllr. l'rivy CnuticiI, after hr 
had hrrn  t h r r ~~nontl isin I:dEnbtlrgl~, K:IT(~ him :c w;\ l - r :~~~tt r l  go x t ~ ddo" 

likewisr in all t h r  c1t11c-rhurgll.; r ) f  i l ly Fiingc:rlorr~,"for six rnoutl~s,and rccoil~lncndrd 
him to thr help a n d  co~rntcnanrrof the Jlagistmtcs nf t lw  111~rgllh.~ 

Again, in 1677. tlicbrr is nnticc of n tmwlling d w t o r  .styliiig himself Joallncs 
Ilaptistn llart-ntini, wllo lvi t l ~thc permission o f  t l Edintji~rgllI1own (301111ri1,~ 
vrcrtcd x stagy in t h r  city for ~)r:~rtising rid oll~r.rwi~cb,hlarmtinihis skill in phy.;ic-
I r i l d  n ~ c n - a n t  pctit io~ic-(I It ~ cI'rinly, Mntlsi~ur I)r\,ot,, about \vhc,nl Jarntls R : I ~ I I ~ - . ~  
Cot~nciEhecausr hr, while " st>rv;lnt to the ~nt,untehank ~-110 was latr.ly in this 
pbce. hnth, hy siniqtrous and iritlirrct mrans, <rriirrd and tbntirrd the  1)r~litioner's 
tlaughtrr and only child to  dcscrt Ilcr parents, n11t1to live w i ~ h11in1up011 prrtcnce 
of a clandestine marriagr." The Co11tlci1 issued n warrant to I ~ a v ctlie offrlidcr 
itnprisonrd in thr T o l h w t l ~ ,hut hc alqwnss nftenvnrda to  have, sr*ttlcd dowtl in 
Erlinhusgh as n dancing-mastrr.3 

~ I g ; t i i ~ ,in 1 0 X . l ~  C O ~ I I Y ~ ~ I I S  a ;~l)~)lic-cl:~-Ti!bour~w, (;erri~ati i i ~ { ~ ~ ~ t i t f ~ l x ~ ~ ~ k +  to 
t l ~ c  Privy Coutlcil fnr licenw to 1hrt3rt a 3t;lgr in Ildinlurrgh. Tlic- Colic-gc 
of T ' l ~ y ~ i ~ i a n s  1 1 t w  in vxi<t(bi~rr~, f l ! ~  ibpplic:+tio~l, w l ~ i c l ~ ,  was ;t11<1 i ) l q ) i ~ ~ ( ~ I  
nrx-rrthrlrss, was gnntrtl. ITe h;~cl ~lrcviuusly mndr r ~ l ~ r i r i r r n tn si~t.r.c*~sC~~l 
upon hinlsrll in Londoii hy taking poisons adn~inistererl I I ~tllv pIlysicin~~s 
tficrc, aitcr Ilr Iiad drunk at1 ant  idotr, and the King tlnd jirantrcl ]lint a lllcdal 
and c.Fiain. In JCtlinh~~rchhr ruprcs4v rscllrdpd nlrrrilry, aqua fortis and 
otlrrr c.orrc)sivcs froill t h r  trial, I ~ u t  rarrictl OIII the  cspr,rimrnt r)Il his scrvnnt. 

" ' I  h r  ,li~t,d,kb:raphy r d  $in, I<rtlwrt 511du1,l.I < & ,  n1,D.:' p r i b ~ i a x l  I S > > ,  ly. .\5-$1. 
C'II~IIII*I*: ' IUI,. 3R3 and p1." Ikr lna t i r .  .\~brlnlinl I;utl.xrral," Vril. 11, Eri!nh~lr!h. L S ~ ) .p. 3.17 ; 



The Rclinhurgh pniwns wrrr  tly rnnrr rffectire than those of l.ontlon,a p ~ ~ a r t ~ n  
and ill(&srrv;~tit dit*tlnt 

Tluring tlir tirnr of Sir Rolwrt Sihhnld's presidency of thr Collrgr of 
l'l~ysic-ians tllr 1'11nr1naccy~tri:i was rornplr t~d.  The first Pharnrarnpwin do npprar 
in Erit:~in 11arl I ) r tx~1tlint of 1,onrtati it1 rhrS, but i ts  ior1t1111z werr not I~inrling tipon 
tlit* a p thc~c;~riclrof Sc'otlancl. From 1699, when thc I<dinl>nrgIl 1'hartnncopr~~i;k 
first ap1warrt1, its S I I C ~ P S S ~ \ - ~  were in general usr  5otl:hndeditions t l~ ro~ tghor~ t  
~trltilt h r  I3ritish Pl~armacopwia nf the General Mcdicnl Council 1r.a.; isar~cdin 1X64. 
;Inc~tlirr inlpnrtni~t activity of this College conqisl r d  in tlir 01~ ~ r o v i s i o i ~  a 
Diywtiwry for attendance nnrl supply of n~edicinr.; to tlir sirk 1)oor. and a 
12tq)r~itoryfor furniqhing mrvhicin~sto the sick poor 1r7ns .;cxt rtp in 170s. The 
tl(.rixij o f  fountlinc an Tnfrrmnry in I<dinhnrgh, whrrr  r.lirlir.:rl instruction could he 
fitrn~.;lbr~d.\var ncx t nlootrd hy t hr Collcgc a l m ~ ~ t  t t~rr raf ter1725, at1'1 t l ~ r aCollr.gc. 

tc~rbkvffrctivr 51rl)a Io cS:11'ry11111 this project. 
: it  an rltrlv atngcl (li its rxis1cncc, on 
5th I:c~l,r~~ary,IOS,~,t l~rCnHcfi.c had agreed 
to tl~rf r~rr i~ul i~for  ;i 1icctlti:ltc's cliploma, 
~ I I C Ii l l  CII=(!(T t o  p r r . ~ r ~ ~ ii r r t y ~ h r  pr:icti(:~ in 
P ~ ~ l i t i l ~ l i r ~ l ~ri11~1il* ~it*iq!~l)c~tirllc~o(l,tlw Cnllrge 
i~i<i<tt.rllhat  all I,i.rsn!w drsiring i n  practise 
.I.: ~>l~y<ir*i:~ti.;iir I k l inhur~h  ntirl its vicinity 
slmnld timt l ~ r rrcnqnizrrl by them. In 
I hSL: al.;o, t l l i= fnrinntinn nf n 1,ihraI-y occlrpipd 
t hr* : ~ l l  c ~ iion trf tlw l:rllo\vs, and this T.iljrary 
h ; ~ a.;tr=:~rlily .qrnwri, till at the presPnt titnr 

it i i i r l t~( le~ sntiw ~ ~ ~ o , ~ M ~ ovol tin~c<. !:)ib( 1  

'rl~r*1nrtLlinc.; o f  thy I;etln~~-sof tflt, 
T H E  h L  C ; O L  Of .  Cr~Ilt*~t*or I 'hy~i~~inr lsi\.~st. ;\t tir.;t hr4d 

P H Y S I C I A N S  OF E n l ~ ~ l l r r ~ H  in 
( H I  

tilt. p i \ - n t r  hnurr< of b h ~c~ffirialc. lwt 
17fIi ;tlwil, mhi)S, ihr Cdlri;.r rr.;nll.rrl tn 

huy a l io~i<rnf it.; ntvti, ; ~ r i r l ,i r l  thr. F ~ c l ~ i < c ar ; i ~ ( ,  i t  :~c~i l~i i~-r~t l  nntl gr01111d< of Sir Jai11ca.i 
t i i T I  1 :  i t I I I I iI 1I S t I i t . Srvrn !.lanrs 
lat vr. t h r  Cnllrytx :~r.rli~irtvl I : ~ I I ~  tr) Raillic. JrlTrclv, ant1 tnirl t !I[\ ric.ighl)oz~ri~~;: I)cblon~ing 
nnt n gnrtlrn nfirl rhr~~l,l\tb~.!.. t.\-tc~ilding tlowl~ to  tllo t hrn fnshinnnl>lr l'n\rgntc.. 
Thiq was t l j t a  V I I V ~  to \vI~ornin srvel-nl r aws  t h r  ~>sivil~-gc. of t hca nt.igl~l)ctirring ilcxcbrq, rlh 

~r.nlkii~q klvcli~r. :Iho~itt hr snmr 1 inw, 1h1- I'nl41.jit. in tht. gnrtlt-n wr.:hq~)t.rnlittcad:IS :I 

ri~irli~it.; oncnn\+cartvrl t.r*l-t :liil I\uiltlinp; hr>rrlt~rir~g tllr Cowgatr inin a h a t  h-llnu.;~, 
~vltir*liw:a< o~nni i  g r ~ ~ ~ t ~ r a l l y  ni hvr-11-r %liil l i i~g~trj t l ~ v  i r ~ l h : ~ ! ~ i t ; ~ i ~ ~ ~  a t  a C?I:ITKP 

r ~ n don(- 1lr.nlly i t )  111t. .a-r\-;~rit. For rknrll al~lutinn,  or  a t  ;jn ;!111111:11 r+h:~rjit,nJ n11r 
i n T!IP I)nth. I~rv\vt.\-clr,was I4.t in 1714, arid shnrtly nEtrr al~xndniird. 

http:Collr.gc




I n  1722,a new Hall was erected in the garden, but the building appears to 
have been unsatisfactory, for, in 1766, it became ncccssary to apply to the 
Managrrs of the Royal Infirmary to deposit thc Library in a spare apartment of 
that lmilding, and to hold thr mcctings of the Collegc in the Managers' Board-
I-oom. Thtw r rq t tes ts  wrre granted, and the privilege was continued to thc 
ColLgr~lor jiftcr>nycars. In 1781, tlir yrrrniws in l 'orn~tail~ Close wcrc sold, 
a11d the J.il,rar_v and mcctings of t h r  Collcgc wcrc transfcrrcd to a ncw Hall near 
t l~t*rasl cnd of (irorgc Stlrct. Thr foundation stonr nl this Hall had hern laid 
otl 27th Novcnlhrr, 1775, 3,v thr President, Dr. \f1illiarn Cullm. In 1843,the 
(;rorgc Strrrt Hall, which had been a very firlc building, was sold to the Commercial 
13ank for lao,ooo, and iroin this transaction, the prosperity of the Collegcc dates. 
The present Hall was occupied in 1846.1 

Thc first irnprtant stcp in the foundation of a Mcdica! Scl~ool a t  Edinl~urgh 
had been the early development of anatomical instruction in thc hands of thc 
surgeons from thc beginning of thc 16th century. The physicians of Edinburgh, 
in the 17th century, Iiad rlcveloprd the traching of hotany in thr: PIlysir. Gardens. 
T11c ncst d<bp;lrttnt:nt of knowledge wit11 x l~earingupon nlpdicinr wtlir11 rvc-thivrtl 
at ten tioil was clirmistry, in w~hic11 :1 l~rof~~ssorsliip ioundr.d in I 713.tv;ts 
Van Hclrnont, 11.110 may I)e regartled as tlir lasi of the alchemists, llacl tlirtl 
in 1644, and I;laul,cr, who is usuallj~lookecl ulmn :IS t l~r :lirst oC t11.e c.l~r:rnists, harl 
(lied it1 108s. S~.lvius,:lt I.t:yde~~,alwut ttle miridlr of thth r 7th century, had her11 
one of the lirlit to sec thv importanre or the relalionship lwtween chemistry ant! 
medicine, :mtl he and his pupils, ne Graaf, Stensen, etr., harl investigated the  
srrretion.; of the gl:~nds. Roerhaave's " Elernentn Chemiz," p~ihli~hedin 1732, 
was one of the tirst test-hooks on this subject, sn thnt thc Tnwn Col~t~cil of 
EdinZ~urgt~were very vnrly in the field a[ chemistry will) their prolrwx-in1 appoint- 
nlent. Dr. James Crawlord was elected professor of physic and chcrnistry to the 
University of IXdinhurgI1 or1 9th Deccrnbcr, 171.5, xftrr n t~~tirnoniulas to 
his fitness for the post had been furnished by t l ~ cCoIlcge of Physicians to 
Principal Corstares. Crawford had follnwcd thc usual ctlstom En studying 
under Roerhaave, at T,eyden, and two rooms ill the University were nllottrd to 
him for teaching, altho~tghhe received no ~ n l a r y . ~  

01112th Aupst ,  1724, the Town Comlcil, on tlic rccommcndntion of the 
Royal College of Physiciatls, " considrring thr grmt brnrfit and ndvnntxgc that 
would accrue to this city and kingdom, by haring- all the parts of mrdicinc taught 
in this  place," decided to appoint Mr. kVi1lia1n Portrrficld, doctor of rncdicirie in 
Edinb~rrgh, to teach the institutes and practice af medicine. PortcrGcld had 
graduated at Rheims in 1717, and had received a licence to practice from the 
lioyal College of I'hysicians in 1721. I-Ic is now best known I>y an excelIcnt 
treatise on the eye, ~vhichhc puil~lishcdin 1759. The Town Council appear to 

' " Hi~lui-iralSkrlrh n11r1 1.ntr.~o l  t h r  of I : r t i ~~ l ) i~ r~h , "  st?.I<n?al C o l l r ~ rnf I'hycia.ia~~s PI). 39 n 
"wrr : History 01 the  I J n i v e ~ i t yof E d i n b i ~ ~ h , "" Val. 11, Edinburgh, 1817,p. 126. 



have considered that Fort~rficld's Icctures on instit11tcs nnrl pmctirr of mrdicinr 
tvould he sufficient to cover the u ~ h o l ~  inclined to think nf mtdicinc, and nnwrr iq 

that  he nrvcr delivered a coursr of 1rrturrs.l 

Iln 11th Sovcmher, 1724, the  samr yrnr that I'r,rtrrfi~l(l \w.; aplmititcd, 
a mcrnndnl was presented to the Town Cnlmril hy Drs. ~<~tthrrfortl .Slnrlair, 
I'lnmmcr and Inncs, showing that thry had " pnrrhnnrrl a h n i ~ w  for :I 

chcmical elnhorxtory, adjoining t n  the r n l l r g ~  garden," and rmving rllat 
dlicy might hr allowed the use nf the gardm fnr supplying rhcamiral 
tncdicines and i~~s tn lc t ingstudrnt s  of medicinr. On gth I;chnlary. r 7 2 6 ,  
it was rcportcd to the Town Council that Rnthcrford, Sinclair. I'lumrnrr and 
lnncs had, under thr: Council's protection, undertaken the professin~ant1 tearhing 
of rrlcdicine in thc city ; and the Council, considering that t hew men had given t l t i a  

rlrnrc.;t proof of their cnpacity and nhiFity tn teach. nppointcd Sinrlnir :rnrl 
IZi~tl~t~rfordto br prnfessors of the  throry and prartict! of mrdirinr. and l%nnmtr 
311d Innrs ~>rofcssnrsof medicine and chemistry.:! This is the date from \vhirll 
thr Mrdiral I'aculty of Edinh~irgh ITnix-ersity actuaIIy Ge@ns. 

T l ~ rZT~lirrrsi tvlunt1, prior to this timr, esercised the right of ronf~rring m~dir:kl 
dcgl-t'c*s, :111cl llnd ~.cmitted the  rsaminxtion nf candidatrs to twn mrrnhrrs of t11v 
('ollc.~t*OF I'livsicinns, whose r~ r t i l i ca t r ,rvhen preqmtd to thr  LJnivrrsity, 11~a.; 
snstainrrl ant1 t hr dcgrcc c o n f e r s r d . V n r .  Sinclair appcan to h a w  Irctured upnn 
thr t llenry of anrdiriltr (physin1og-y) hv rsplaining t b ~" Tnstitution~s Mrdicz 'hf 
Ilocrhnavr, wllilr Ilr. liufh~rforcl dralt with thr  practice of mrdirinp. 
I>r. lC1it11t~i-ford has a special claim to r~rnernhrancenq having been the first 
profcsror \r,ho dr*livrrrd clinical Ipstures in the Infirmary, commencing thest, 
immcdint cly nftrr t hr C ~ I I S P ~  R~bellionhad offdisturbance t y  the passed in 
174G, \ v t i ~ i ~  l ~ y  His lectures apprnrIlis 1'1;7*5 w;7$ at t ~ n d ~ [ I  ;1grrat many s tud~nts .  
to II:E\.(. 1wrhr1greatly npprrrintrd, and n plipil, thr rrlrhratrd Dr. U7i!liarn !3arhai-l, 
said nf hitn . " T<iltherfonl iq slow hut ahsnlutrly surr."4 John Rl~thrrfortlw:~s 
t11.c rnaternn! ~ n n t l f a t h r r  of Sir II'altcr Scott, and his sou, Dr. Daniel Rutherford, 
at a later date. :lctrd as profrssor of hntany, and rvas relehratcd as thr discoverer 
of nitrogen Kas. 

Ilr. A~lclrrw l ~ l ~ u r n ~ ~ i t ~ r  :LI thtb IJt~ivrrsitp nf F;dint>irrg.h,I1:1d o)titn~t.nc.t.tl .;tudy 
stld altenvnrds r q x ~ i r ~ dto I-t.ytlvr~, \vFlrrc. t ~ r .  .;tbtclir~cl n~rclirinr 11ndrr I3oc.rhaavc, 
and took the degt>rof R1.D. in 1722. Hr was sl~rcially intrrtbhtrtl it1 chrmistry, 
and 3 g~e:if1m-t of his mnrw t*or~.;istr*d " :t v:~rlc~ty xncl aln~lsing i n  slhowi~tg of 11.~c4ul 
processes," hut n rnnritIcr;il>lta portio!~ r ~ fthtl rhousst: o1so sonu;istrtl it1 texct~ing 
pharmacy. His nnme is prr?;tbrvt.rlin  ;I 1)illof i t r ~ t i r ~ ~ o ~ ~ y:mrl mrrrnry ztill know11 
as " T'lutnlnc.r's Pill," ontl Il t* was thca lirst pcarsoia to :~r~slysr.tliv water of Mc~fEat 
Spa, and to rccommentl patients I)t%takt- tl~c~r~sclvt~.; that llrnltl~ resort? to to  
Little i s  known of Ilr.  Inntis. 





1211other very important s t r p  in i1L C ~  dr=vt~!opment:of thr Mcclic;ll Scllool was 
taken t11i 9th I;t.bruar)-, 172h, when thr*Town Council considrrcd n pcbtition rrceived 
frotn Mr. Josrph Gillson, n practitior~cr in L ~ i t h , 'supported 11y a tlr~claration 
u n d ~ rthe hands of four doctors of mcdicinr, that he should bc a p j ~ ~ i n k dn profcmnr 
of anidwif~ry. Tlkc pr;~ctisenF this art at t l ~ : ~ t  was entirelyin Scothnd t imc  
in thta hands of female prac titionrrs, and the somrw11;~tnpproI>rious tfrm of 
" man rnidwik " was genrratly xpplicd in Britain to physicians who spcialiscd 
in this hrancll of ~)racticc. This appointment wms t11c lirst of its kiird in thc 
kingdom, nncl Profrswr Gibson taught rlasws l ~ t hof rnidwivrs ant1 of nicdical 
titutlents. Idc was succeeded in 17.3~)as prflfessor of mid\vifcry in thr! 'rown's 
Cnll~grby Mr. Rol~cart Smith, who IicId t h r  profccsorsl~ipfor scaventrrn years, 
t Ell r jsh, whm Dr. Thomas Youri~was al~pointc.rlprokssor ant1 first dclivercd a 
syst ~rnatic courst. of l r c t~~resullo~l tlir snbjcct." Dr, Young's important slrsp, 
t:ik~nnn his nppointtnrlnt in 1750,of fitting up n wxrd in t11r attic storry of thc 
r t o n t  Iy-crectrrl Royal Inhrn~aryfor thc rrception of lying-in women, and his 
rl ii~iralinstruction there, have bccn aIwxdy men tioncd. 

'The rctluircmrnts for thc dvgrre nl M.D. at Edinl~urgl~,mhrn thc Mcdical 
1;aculti. was for~nded in 1726, wcre as foIlows : Thr student was required to have 
s tud id  ~nctlir-iuc.<luring at lcast three years at Edi111111rgh or sorrlc otllcr 
Univrrsity, and rnl~st hnvc nttcnrlril during this titnr 14-cturrs on a~latu~ng.and 
surgery, r l~urnis trv, botany, ~na t t~r ia  rntdica ant1 pll;lrmncy, theorv ;wd pr;~ctice 
o f  rnedirinc and clinical lerturcs in the hospital. He IVAS t h r t ~  reqr~irt.tl to 
cornpow a diswrtation in Latin upnn sbmc medicill snhjcct, and to sn1)rnik it tn 
onr ol thc medical professors two months befon- thc tlity of graduatiori. Tfir 
dis.;rrtation was ~ 1 1 1 ) ~ n i t t ~ ~ lt h ~  Faculty, a qn~s t ionw;wntlst to whole p r q ) o ~ t ~ I  
tn ttic c:lndidatcl, and 11c mas xftemnrcls cxx~nirletl 1 ) ~ttwn professors as It r  thr 
prnfcirncy hr had mndr in his medical studics. If his answers wcrc s;itisl:actory, 
his test was finishrd. If not, nnca of the aphorisms of Hippocratrs was assigned 
to I ~ i l t lby onr. of the prcrfcssoss, and n medical question by another. Hr 11arI tn 
illuqtratr the: former by a commentary, :i~idto answcr thr ht tcr  with propcr 
nrgurnu~~ts Two histories of rliseaws accomllaniedhrforc the Mcdical Faculty. 
with rlucstions were aL5o giv~nto him in writing, ;ind hr Ilad to give his opinion 
on tl~cnlbriore the Faculty. h e  had ta print his thpsisTf he ROW gave sat i~k~ction,  
and dVfvlid it this, I~owevrr, being appi~rt*ntlyn mattes of form.~~~ tb l i s ly ,  
ThcrraFtcr, h~ rtaceivrd the clcgree of doctor of mr-divine. . \ I1  thew pruct-t,ding+ 
werc conducted in the Latit1 t o n g ~ e . ~  


