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CHAPTElC VII .  

TIIE EARLY SI*;TTLEMI.;ST O F  THE TOKOMi\llllRO, l'L.11.1'. 

HE Toliomairiro Plain was variously described in the T aecounts given to the hew Zealand Land Company. 
hut all agree in that i t  was of large extent, embrac- 

ing some 14,000 acres. I t  was almost entirely covered 
with grass, the neighbouring hills being nearly destitute 
of wood. Though well watered, i t  was free from sivamps. 
Froin i t  there was almost a level pass to the Taieri. or. 
rather, to Waihola, where, by means of the Lake. easj; 
comnlunicatioll could be made by means of the Taieri River 
and thence to Otago Harbour. At the head of Waillola 
Lalre, the land was described as consisting of iudulating 
downs, round topped and covered with herbage and grass 
of various descriptions ancl of large growth. ail were 
plentiful on these downs and on the adjoining$ains. .\ 
very large extent of land was well fitted for cattle, 
sheep, and horses. The Rangitoto Lake was said to be 
some twelve miles from Waihola, and a short portage 
would take people to Kaitangata Lake and the Clutha 
River. 

When selections of rural land were first made, Tolro- 
mairiro was practically neglected, but, when the Sew 
Zealand Company surrendered its charter and new regula- 
tions for the sale of waste lands were made by the 
authorities, it came in for its fnll share of the benefits. 

The first pioneer settler was Mr. Robert Martin. who 
canre from Xelson, and was settled a t  Pelichet Bay when 
the first ships arrived. He purchased land on the west 
side of the road where Fairfax now stands, and settled 011 
it in 1850,no doubt bring iniluenced in his selection by the 
proximity of bush on the ridges near it. He was accom- 
panied by Mr. Francis Chrystal, who did not a t  that tirn,.. 
however, purchase any land. Some years later he built 
an accon~modation house, which he carried on for some 
time, and then, sellinq out, bought some land at. Akatorr, 



95 of Llunedin and South Otago. 

calling the  place "Cock-my-lane. " Selling out this, he 
then purchasecl land a t  the coast, and put up a lodging-
house for  holiday n~alrers a t  the beach. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Xalluond and a family of three 
were the next  settlcrs. They mere pa'saengers by the 
"Larkins" in  1849. Mrs. Salmond was the first white 
woinan settled in the Pl.ain, and those three were the first 
pioneers to  settle in the district. Other settlers follon,ecl. 
the  Ailartin family being well represented, ancl niight well 
be clescribecl as  a representative pioneer fami!y. They 
were Robert, Mrs. Duthie, 31rs. Dawson, 3lrs. .Smith. 
Thomas, ICdward, Joseph, and IVilliam. The settlers who 
followed the threc first pioneers mostly took up their lantl 
on the same line of ro,acl. Others took up land on tlit 
river below the .junction of 1:he two branches, ancl up  the 
south branch. 

Mr. John  Grey was settled near the Gorge, below the 
main road, while next was George Lindsay, above the 
upper road, and southwa.rd were Messrs I ~ a n g ,  Uall. irnil 
Salrnoncl. Jlessrs. Ulaclc and I3rooks were 110th sett,led on 
what is now called Broolrland. and 11r. James smi th  on 

.Springfield, across the district road which crosses Milton 
and continues in a straight line to  the hills; Mr. Alexantler 
Duthie above Mr. Smith's near the  Bush, and 3lessrs. 
Eclward Martin ancl John Dewe on adjoining sections i l l  

the  bush. iicross t,he river 3Iessrs. Stuar t  ancl Robinson 
settled a t  Riverside. Passing up  the south branch. J l r .  
James Reid was the first settler. He mas the first person 
interred in the Fairfax Cemetery, ancl his fa ther  was the 
first settler on the site of Milton. Mr. Thomas Reitl 
followed on the side of the public road. 3;lessrs. Robert 
Murray and William Jlathcson across rhe river. 3Ir. 
Clarke and Mr. John Ci~rgill  above them on 3leaclomhank. 
Mr. Walter Millar was the furthest west settler on the 
river, while John I-Tardy sett,lecl on the Plain on what he 
callecl Helensbrook. 

Some important changes in ownership then took place. 
Jlessrs. S tuar t  and Robinson's pro.pertp w i i s  sold to  John 
Gillies, of Dunedin. ancl four of his sons, l'homas, Robert. 
William, and John L., carried i t  on for  some time, hilt left 
one by one to fill important posit,ions in t,he colony. 31r; 
(>illies, sen., was prominent. both in church affairs ant1 in 
public life. A lawyer by profession, he filled several 
important positions in Dunedin, his son. Thomas, being 
trained as a lawyer in his oflice. When l'homas left the 
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1849-"A jar." 






















