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111 18.30. I.;tl\vin Jlereclitli, a T a s l r ~ a l ~ ~ a ~ ~ .  c.stablishecl a 
shc~el) station of dO.000 avres 111 South Jlo!yllens. 1 3 s  
homesteacl IVils ]rear Otanomomo. on the sonth-east sitle of 
the l'uerna stream. H e  hwcl also some lancl in the  Te 
Houlca tlistrict, 1)nt tlicl not retain it for  an) time, selling 
the freeholtl to Thonlas Jlariin.  IIe after~varcls owned 
par t  of 3Lua Hill in Kaihiltu. He grew very dissatisfiecl 
wit11 the rvturns. so went 1)aclc to Tasmania. leaving a J[r. 
I-Iobbs as  manager. 'I'hc sheep rvere shorn in 1850. being 
the  first sheep shoni i l l  the (listrict; oilc of the Shearers 
was 'l'hon:as ISastir. still living in Oa~~l i i ru .  In 7853 
Meredith toolc np  the 1'op:)tlinoi~ ICnn. h o .  24, hiit held it 
o ~ ~ l y  le\v mot~tlis. when lic disl)osecl of it to Alfrecl for  
D. Fuller, who oecnpietl it u ~ ~ t i l  l85S, when he sold ont to  
Henry anel Freclerick Clapcott. 

111 18.52 John Sliaw sc>ttlptl oli the sonth l ~ ~ n k  of the 
Blolyneus, calling the place Finegalid. after his old home in 
the Ilighlancls of Scotland. I3c.sitles the freehold, he shortly 
after\vartls toolc 111)l inn  S o .  72. estentling to the MTharepa 
13nsh. IIis first t r ip  to  Clntha 1x1s in company ~ v i t h  
Archihal(1 ,\ntlrrso~i a l ~ d  a man 11amt.d Powell. In  coni- 
pany with JIr .  I'illans. the party went all over Sonth 
J[olynens, w ~ i c lShaw took a fancy to Finegantl. I-Tis first 
sheep n.carcb l>oiight for  him from ITyde Harris, of the 
Taieri. by JIr.  .\nclersori. 

Mr. Sham and his sister were noted for their liberality 
and hospital it?^. rf 110th hael oc.cilsion to leave the home- 
stead together they ii~r,ariiil~ly l ~ f ta tat-)le spread for 
travellers. the early settlers' hoiises being more like 
1)oarding-houses than i~nyth inp  else. their owners having 

,so marly calls on their hospitality. After his sister's death 
Mr. Shii~\l ~narrietl  a Jiliss Taylor. and hacl a family of t ~ v o  
sor~s and two daughters. JIiss Shaiv rleserves a special 
place in thc History of Otago for  the malrner in which 
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she clid her life's work, cl~eering many by her example 
and  loving couusel, but especially by her warnl-hearted 
hospitality and  untiring kindness. I Ier  first house was a 
cabbage-tree one with a baclrground of bush, a large 
lagoon on one side arid the  winding Jlolgneux on the 
other making the place a ln~ost  an islana. The garden mas 
carefully laid out by Blr. S h a ~ v ,  and Aowers and frui t  
grew abundantly in the fertile soil. Those who lrne~v 
Miss Shan: will always hold her in loving remembrance. 
IIo~ve\:er many claimed her  hospita.lity, all were ~ve lcon~e  ; 
though the table was spread many times ir. the  day, there 
was always a comfortable meal fo r  the  traveller, and rest 
ancl shelter p~.ovidecl kinclly anti generously. Alan). a 
time, wl~eii  the honse ~ v a s  ,full of visitors, she would give 
u p  her bed anti ~nalre  a shake-clown for  herself in the  
kitchen. 

:Boats mere towed up the river as f a r  as  Finepancl, 
where provisions and goods for  other settlers were landed. 
They were then talien to their different destinations by 
bulloclr sledge: or  across the river in Mr. Shaw's boat, 
for the convenience of the lsland settlers. Large nnnlbers 
of settlers in the surrounding districts were deeply in- 
debted f o r  assistance to  Mr. Sharv, whose advice encl aid 
were always \irillingly given. Mr. Shaw becalne famous 
as  a sheep breeder. a,nd his breed of sheep \Irere lrnolvn 
all over the  p~.ovince. H e  toolr up the run now known a s  
Lochindorb, i111d held i t  till i\larch, 1861, when he sold i t  
to  Thonlas Ortl. I-le also bought par t  of the Otanomomo 
Swamp, clo1~11 the centre of which he and Mr. Telford cut 
a. large ditch to drain the  property. Fineganil is still 
o~vnetl by the  Sliaw family. bnt the greater par t  has been 
leased to  John Dallas. 

111 1853. Pet.er Ayson. t,he first small farm settler in 
the  Wharepa Dist,rict, arrived in the Colony. Before 
leaving thc H ~ I I I PCountry lie had purchased the right 
t.o a property ill Otago nnclor the then existing land regula- 
tions. This property consisted of fifty acres m r a l  land. 
ten acres siibnrban land. ancl a qnart,er-acre town section. 
On his arrival he sold his town and snbrtr1)an lands. and 
selected his rural land a t  Wharepa, calling the place 
Corydon, af ter  his old liornc*. This original fifty-acre 
section he afterwards. a t  irregn!ar intervals, estcndecl. 
until he finally secured a fine farm of about 800 a.cres. on 
which he resided till his death. when the property was 
sold, I). Murray. the present occupier. heing the pnrchaser. 
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Mr. ,\ysort hat1 I)l.ouplrt n-irll l i i l l r  a c.ollll)lrtcs outfit 
of c!arpentcj's loois :rritl crt11t.r iml,leiiie111\. \vliicli he i1t1(1 
his eltlrst son, Pr tcr ,  ciirrietl on 111t.ir 1):1(.1isto their  i r c ~  
hon~c .  They were sevc.11 :nontl~\ a t  Corytlou. I)niltling a 
hut.  tligginq g r o u ~ ~ t l .  Once a a1111 platitillq potato(>s. &(.. 
fort11 ight on t h r ~  Satnrday they visited l ' i ~ l ~ y i ~ n t l .  where 
the Sa~l t l ay  was spent. '!'hey wcbre the. first to iiit~rk olit 
what is still calletl S21aw's 'l'ri~c*lr. hy stivliing up polscs a t  
certain tlista~lces apart .  3 l r .  i \ rson t11c~n went to  1)unedin 
fo r  his family. They were a11 ti~lrcn ou tllc 31oritlay as  
f a r  as  Jlr. Cnlling's farm on thv 'l'aieri hy J I r .  Culling, 
the  only I ~ I H I I  in tha t  district ~ 1 1 1 )hat1 i1 tlray ant1 a pair 
of horses. S c s t  (lily thcy renchccl Scrogg's Creel;. ~ v l i ~ r e  
the\- were takerl ilcross thc  Taieri liiver in Ilnrroltl's f e r ry  
boat. 'I'llc third day  the)- reachccl tlie Ilead of IVaihola 
Tialte, where they were met by 3lessrs. Snlnioncl anti John  
Cargill, each with a sledge and  a pair  of I)nlloc.lrs. illid 
taken to  Smith's house a t  Toltomairiro. T l i u r ~ d i ~ ~being 
very wet. t h y  remainctl there  nntil i t  r,lcarc.d up. On 
Fr iday night tliey camped in a .;licl~l~ercl's hut. ant1 it was 
bitterly c~)ltl. Swturclay tn rn rd  out very rough, snow 
car i~ron. i111d the>- did not care ahont making a start .  so 
Saln~or~clsaid if tliey were no t  swing 011 he ~vould  not 
s tay over Sriliday. Leaving in a blintling snov-storm. they 
hacl great tliflicnlty in ~ n i ~ l r i n g  T~ate  in the  any  prog~t's';. 
a f t t . rnoo~~thyv reached lialclnthi~.  11-herc~ .Tames J tcSei l  
made then1 a s  comfr,rtable :IS lie possibly could. J t r .  
Shaw then tool; them t o  tliey stayed Finegancl. r ~ r l ~ r ~ r c  
nntil thc fo l lo~r ing  \Veilnesday, 1~11en Jolin 3tcXeil. 1vit11 
a sledge and fonr  I)iilloc.l;s. took iliem tr, l \ r l~arepa.  SO a 
lolrg and tcdious joiirney. miltlt) ilnder great tlifiic.nltie.;. 
was happily terminatetl. 

A11 their  hoses hat1 been stant to  Por t  Jtolyncens in 
the  "Endeal-onr." hiit she was three months in arriving. 
and  tlnring tha t  time they snfl'erecl niilny privatiorrs. 
IITl~enshe (lit1 arrlvc s l i (~  ~ni~n; lqed to  g c t  np  the  river to 
near Finegaud. so the  Xysons were. tlie Krst to  get thr i r  
stntYso f a r  np  the  river. others 11;i.ving t o  I)e content with 
gett ing theirs landed on tlie beach a t  Port Jtolynens.  
whencth i t  lii~tl to  be carried over lialra Point ancl lmatecl 
u p  the  river. Dirring his first year's resitlt~ncc, Jlr. Xyson 
honght 100 sheep. hut. owing to  the  n-ht)lr conntry being 
taken up  in runs. he  clicl not I:erp thelo long. going in 
insteacl fo r  cattle. After his 1a11(1 11-as fen~ecl  he again 
went in fo r  sheep. ancl 1)ecan:c. il fnlllon.: 1)rrc~tlcr of 



lir\t Iantl c.nltivatcd on Coryrlon mas dug  
with the grul) hoc. and spatlc. t h ~  \vl~ent crop yielding 
eighty 1)nsliels all :\ere. Then J o l ~ n  J IcSr i l  was engaged 
to plol~pll il small ilrcba, for which lie was paid £1 a da>-. 
and hilt1 to I)( .  snpplied with a tlriver. JlcNeil was thus  
the firht to t l l r~ l  il furrow in the district. 

,\))out twplvr months ; ~ f t e r  JI r .  Ayson's coming to  
Wllarel);~. Gortlol~ ant1 ROSS tool< 111) a section o r  two in 
front of the hush. fur ther  to the  west than Cory-
don. allel 1 1 0 1 ~  owned by William Ross. F o r  
\t~vt>ral years p r e ~ i o n s  Gorclon hacl been shephercl-
i ~ ~ g  Aleretlith. hacl a which 

111c1rinoy. ' ~ ' I I ( ~  

for  and bnilt hut, 
\\.;IS tht. first built \)y a white man in the  clistrict. 
1 1 ~  il  saying and cloinz many amusing uTil.; great char;~cte~-.  
th i l~qs.  IT(. once statrtl that  he had ha6  an a ~ v f u l  row 
wit11 .lob Dabinett. another early settler. " I t  as a deevil 
of a row. but not one of us spolrr a worcl " Once 'when 
allo oping along S h a ~ v ' s  't'raclr he was tllrown from his 

horse. On heine aslrecl jf he were hur t  h r  pried out : "Oh, 
yes, 111' is I)roke: hnt never minti me. catch1 1 ~ 1 ~  the 
a r e .  While shephercling at I foa Flat, Gorclon was 
challenpetl to  rnn  a race. The n-ager was eagerly taken 
nl). hut Gordon was much too fas i  for his rival. who soon 
gave np. Gordon was the  owner of a clog n-hicli ron-
t i ~ ~ n a l l yfollowed 11in1. and tlnrinz the race it followed so 
closely that.  hearing tllc patter O F  its feet, he thought it 
was his opponent still rrlnning. yo he kept on to the  win- 
ninc ~wst.where he was much ;~stonishcr! and disgustrd 
to  !in11 that he had been racing his doq. 

TIr mas the  first white man to climb Mount Rengrr. 
r7 v('rJT clifiicnlt climl), as the gronncl TI-as covered with 
"?l'iltl Jrishn~cn." After he ha:l taken up his land a t  
lT71~arepa.he \vas rnshrcl I)!- FI hnll belonging to .Job Dahi- 
nctt. and after~vards.  on relatinc the  story, said he was 
n1u1.h surprised. as they, 1.r.. the  bull and he, were on the 
hrst  of terms. as  he hacl ltnomn him ( the 1,1111) since he 
was w calf. Sandy was very methodical in his tvays and 
estrerl~cly confidential in his manner. On one occasion 
he n r e ~ i t  to thc sawmill. where 1111 took the manager ahout 
a hnntlrctl pards  a ~ v a p  from the other men on the pretext 
that  hc. had a grarlcl secret to unt'olcl. I t  turned out t h a t  
he \vantcltl timber to  hnild a honse, as  ).I(& was thinking of 
getting ~nar r ied .  " I lare  yon asked the I ~ c l p ? "  was the  
query. "No;  but just look here Itow, I know hp the glint 
of her e'en. she'll jnst shoot (snit)  me." \\.as the  reply. 
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H e  always t,ied his stacks mell (1olv11. One day a 
visitor found him beating them with a long wat,t.le. and 
on being asked what. was the matter, Sanrly said : ".Just 
yon loolr here now, Robert, I have c o n t ~ o l  overcall the 
beasts of the field hut  these cursed fowls," and here 
anot,her whack dislorlged several of thcse tronhleso~ne 
beasties. Once when branding cattle he mas ohserred to 
jump back. Giving a bulloclr a punch in the  ribs, he 
yelled : "Oh, the brute, he put  his foot on my hoof !" On 
another occasion water was very scarce. and the mell was 
visited, when Gordon said: "There is no way unless we 
put the hole to  our  months." H e  was the first scab 
illspector in  the Clutha District, and always got BXr. Shalv 
to  write his reports, thanking him by saying: "I t  is just 
grand, Mr. Shaw. I t  will do fine." . 

The ne s t  settlers to  arrive were the Somervilles a.nd 
C. 13. Street. The Somervilles ioolr up  land a t  the east 
end of the bush, John Somerville bnilding his first house 
jnst t,hrongh the hngh, but  a gale blew t.he thatch off, 
and  Mr. Brown, R brother-in-law of Mr. Somerville. ~vonld 
not rest until the house mas shifted to  its present site 
on Chester Hill. .John Somervill<: was horn a t  Etlgehead. 
in  the parish of Cranston. l,tidlothian, Scotland, 
on the 6th April, 1828. and came to  the Colony 
in the ship "Rlundell," along ~ v i t h  his parents 
and other members of the family, landing a t  Port  
Chalmers on September 21st, 1848. the "Blundell" 
being the fourt'h ship t ha t  came to Otiigo. On arrival 
the family took u p  their residence a t  Anderson's Ray. 
Some of the members of the family soon afterwarcls 
purcha.sed a pa.ir of flour stonchs. one foot in diameter. 
a.nd with these they qronnd by ha.nd thi. first flour macle 
in Otago, and  for  a while sllpplieii the ~Chole of Llunedin. 
On August 9th, 185.5. .John married Margaret Ouphton, 
daughter of George 13romn. of Nilton. and in company 
1i7it.h his brother Thomas came to  the Clnt,ha in the same 
year. About 186Q 'his brother J ames  joined him. and 
about 1863 the brothers opened ii. store and flo~lrmill a t  
Waitepeka. In  t,he ea.rly days of the Clntha t,hey made 
Waitepelra a. very busy centre. ,Jolil~ So~~iervi l le  took an  
intelligent interest in public affairs. anil was for  many 
years clerk and  engineer to  the Wharepa Road Roard, 
a. mernher and Chairmfln of the \f7harepil and lVait,epelra 
School Committees; and. on tlie county system coming 
into operation, he was returned A S  one af the first coun- 
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cillors for  the riding, s e r v i ~ ~ g  111 the fifties a second terln. 
he was collector of the poll-tax tha t  mas levied for  
etlncatiorial purposes. l u  the  course of his long career, 
Mr. Somer\lille was often appealed to for advice by the 
early settlers. H e  was a man of wide esperience, mature 
jutlgment. and nninlpeachable integrity. Publicly ancl 
privately he was 'held in high esteem by all  who l i n e ~ r  lii~n.; 
his actions were a t  all times above reproach, a.ncl lie mas 
eyer i~ctnatedby the highest n~c~ti .r~es-~honoural~le and 
npright in all  his dealings. 0 1 1  one occasion he was 
engaged by a party to  go to  the diggings. I le  had 
bulloclrs. but no clray, and  a sletlpe wonlcl ]lot do. so he 
ant1 his brother set to work t,o malrr: a dray. 'L'he \vheels 
were nlacle of wooil. a. tree being specially selectecl for 
the p~lrposr: of making them. ?'he axie was a wooden 
one, and a long pole estended olit f a r  enongli to yoke the 
bnlloclrs. The t r ip  nras successfully rnade, ancl on his 
retnrn home John linyolred the I~ulloclis near t>hc house. 
There was plenty tut,u on the h i l l  ancl nes t  mornir~y t,\vo 
fine animals mere fonntl de i~d ,  the pecuniary result of the 
t,rip being thus a ~n inns  quantity. rrs l)nllocl<s Irere v(.13y 
dear. Sornerville's property is still omnetl hy the yoi1ngc.r 
members of the family. 

C. 1%. Street, who arrived hy the "Jlnori" in 1852. 
selected his land betmeell Gordon and Ross's place and 
Corydon. This selection was afterwards ownecl hy Joh 
Dabinett, who arrived ir? 1856 by the "Isabella I-Ii~rcus," 
anil is now olvned hy .John Gordon. Street was n grcat 
lancl speculator, ancl, in company wit,h Bobt. Gillies. took 
n p  land all  over the district. Thos. Rallantyne Gillies 
settled on the Roclrlancls Farm, a t  the estreme west of the 
'\\'ha repa Rnsh. . He disposed of this place to W. W. Waite, 
tlie first schoolmastei~ in W a r e p a .  and hc  again tlisposed 
of i t  to  '\Valt,er Al~strnther  Rc?\vs ant1 Alfred Francis 
Oswin. Waite, news. and Oslvin also niade selections in 
addition to  their pnrchases. Rocklands afterwards came 
int,o the  hands of IV. S. Mosley, who sold it t o  George 
Smith. who again sold it. t o  Wm. 31arshall nncl Ales. 
Kniit.11, tlie latter's 'p lace being a.fter\\larcls o~unec! 11). 
Alex. Johnston. \~;lio recently sold to one 13ensoii., 
liot,h l3ews and Osrvil~ were nieli of goocl position 
in Englancl, and highly (:dnca.te(1. 34rs. l ie~vsrvas related 
t o  T~ord Roberts. J l r .  T3ews nras a.fter\vards appointed 
Otago Provincial Engineer, and subseqnently fo r  some 
years Town Engineer a t  Tn~,ercnrgill. ;\lIont 1886 lic \rent. 
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to Victoria. where he c!iecl a t  Gcelong O I I  September :Srtl, 
1901. aged h8 years. leaving a family of five. his wife 
having pretleeeased hint. Another account says that hcl 
was the brother of ('~ountess Roberts, ;~n t l  was son of 
Captain Jollll 13c\vs, of the 73rtl Highlanders. .llfre(l 
Osv~in was I~orn  in Tndi:~ in 1837. and ediicatecl itt ICinp's 
College. London. 111 18.54 he lef! London for Inclia. ha\.- 
ing been appointetl to a position in the Tndian Navy. In  
company with W. .\. Rerrs. lie came to  Otago in 1859. ant1 
settled a t  l \ ' i~arrpn. hut later on left to  act :IS SnI)-
'rreasurer to  thc C)tago ~ o v e r n m o n t .  Xholit the pear 1879 
he was given it position in t h r  Governnrcnt service in 
\lrellington. 1v11ere he died on Fel)l.uary 10tl1. 1900, leaving 
a family O F  five daughters ant1 Ct,ur wns. itis wife having 
prccleceasetl him fourteen pears. 

During his residence in llrlii~repa. T. 1%. Gillies actcvl 
8s ennrneri~tor in the  Cnltivatiot~ a n d  Live Stock Depart- 
ment for  the Clutha ant1 soutli\\-ard. his ))cat extencling 
from Clutha to Riverton. He  wfter\varcls became Judge 
Gilliec;. Captain Bews. \)rother of ll'a1tc.r Rews and a 
retired Indian officer. died in 1863 a t  Rocklands. heing 
hurieti in front of the llouse. I)ut in Id72 his remains 
were shifted to  the  Wh:~repa Cenietcry. ITere it may 1)e 
saitl tha t  the  ground for the  cen~c~tery was given b>-Jtr.  
Street. the  first person I>nriecl i ~ r  it heinp a hrother of 
Captain JTcIicnzie. 

Other settlers in f ront  of the  hush np to about 38.57 
were J o b  Dabinett. pveviously mention!.cl, and J a n ~ t ~ s  
JrcSeil. J u n r .  Dal)inett7s first hor~se was bnilt of wattle 
ancl dab. thatt+lied with mshes. ilntl containing four rooms. 
The n e s t  house ~~r ; l s  1)uilt of pit  sawn timlwr. ant1 con- 
tainecl six rooms. 'I'he furniture was all  hand made. heing 
shaped ~ r i t h  ascs  and Iznives. Uabinett's prnperty is now 
l~eltl  I)p John Gordon. anrl JlcSeil 's  by IVilliam Ross. 

7'he first qettlrr in the  opcn country was Williarl~ 
rSl;~~l<ie.who ahout 1868 settled on a farm near where 
the l l T h a r ~ p a  Railway Station now is. This farm is now 
owned I)y Ilarit l  Farcluhar. J l r .  i31ailtie built a sod house. 
and sowetl four acres of wheat. which 11c threshed with 
the flail. .\s he was thresl~ing. a man nantccl Rill Hanliinc~ 
aslted hi111 if he ~vonld sell a bag of oats. When the bag 
u-aq filled the price nras aslied. hnt Rlnikie said hc tlitl not 
I<norv. Rankine asked if €I ~voiilcl do. and that  amount 
was glailly aecrpted. 
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About t l ~ c  saine time Atlani Uortliwicl: took up the 
Carterhope Estate. \vhere lie live(1 in a little sod n-hare 
until tlie hon~esteacl nws hnilt. Cartr~.hogc lias Ijeen 
lately cut up. and  the creater par t  is I I ~ I V  owned by 
neiglibonring settlers, Tho~nas  'I'clEorcl ow~l ing  a par t  con- 
taining a qnarl-y of gootl ljuildijng stone, and a par t  
bordering tlie lower clourse of the  Railiilin stream. 

On the Ivl~arepa side the set1,lers in 1562 mere J a ~ n t s  
Stewart ancl Davirl 1Iudso11. Hudson l a ~ ~ t l e t l  in Welling- 
ton ill  1S. i i  by tlie "Cress~vell." but  stayecl only three 
mouths there. R e  the11 \rallierl to  TTTnngaaui. bnt (lot 
getting any n-orli ret~lrnecl to TIvellington, 11-henee he 
depnrte!] for Christchurch. JIe was e~ i~p loyed  a t  T i n ~ a r u  
by tlir Provincial Govt:rnnlent of Canterhnry. for five 
nionths cutting tuqsoi*lrs to 111alie ;I trat.1~ to guide people 
over tlie Canterbury Pltliu : hut owing to there being in- 
sufficient fnntls the  work was i1bilntlont4. Ilnclson nlti- 
n ~ a t e l y  inade his way t o  llunecli~i. wherc Iic was employecl 
l)y JIacanilrew. On the ~ 1 . i ~clown from 'I'iinarn lie hat1 tlie 
novel experience of 1)eina half rowecl, 11;11F carrirtl across 
the TI-i~itaki River. 'I'he canoe in nrhicli he ancl his mates 
\{-ere crossing gronntleil aiiiid st re an^. ~vlien one of the 
Maori women ro~ving  carriecl then1 the rest of the  distance 
on her hack. F o r  sonie time TIndson was employed 
~naliiiig roacls about llunctlin, ant1 ~vorl<in,a on the 'l'ai~ri. 
To~varcls the  end of IS62 lie anci rTa~nes Stewart bought 
land ;it \ Y h ~ r ~ p a .I~lit, yetting the gold fever, both \vent 
for a time to the Sokomai rush ; ~ n d  other goldfielcls. 

Tn 1863 dohn Greig tool: a I'arm opposite Hudson's, 
now oo.urned I),v f.Intlson and  Russell, ancl in the next  year 
.To1111 Wright settled on the property now 11elcl by das. E. 
Russell. 

.John Wright arrivctl in Otago in P e b r u a q ~ ,1560. 
by the ship "Gala." anri in IS64 tooli up Iantl a t  1IThnrel)a. 
150 acres a t  lo/- per acre. 'l'his purchase 11e made n-ith- 
out seeing the land. S l~or t ly  afterwards he ~vallrerl out 
to see it. hut not lwinc ninch impress~c; with the look 
of tlie ridges. he offcrerl ii to J l r .  'l'homson. of JToa ITill, 
for rrliat he paicl. but conltl nor deal. In  thc spring of 
1864 he lnorecl oul from Tokoniiliriro to  JVliarcpa. \rIit.re 
lie ancl his faliiil?r livecl with Daric! I I ~ ~ d s o n  in a socl ~ v h a r e  
nntil a good clay "1,iggin" IVRS erected anlong the 
t t~ssocl:~on tlie fann .  He rin~-fimcecl t h ~  \vholc property 
with sot1 fences. being assistecl by his younger brothers. 
George (now of F i j i )  aiicl XTilliam inom pastor of 
Colun~ha Chnrch. Oamaru).  



Iie clitl a lot of co11irac.t plongliiiiy, kc... for  ,Iclam 
Horthmick. of Carterhope. tlit, hwing l~longli and two 
horses in tliose days constitutinq tlie t e an~ .  and tlie price 
for ploughing 21 per ilcAre. FIY)~I!Mr. 13orthnriclr lie also 
bought his butcher meat in the shape of merino sheep a t  
a staritlarcl ra te  for  a long time of Sl per head. n-lietlit~r 
large or small. elre or wether. .ilong with Iili1nJ- .others 
of the earI,v settlers, he owed a big tlebt of gratitude to 
Mr. Hortli~viclr, who was a l~vays  rc.ac1.v to give ~vorlr to the 
settlers a t  big pay, as n.cll as  to stand by them in finai~cii~l 
troubles. When the Nokornai Diggings broke out. the 
gold f e ~ e r  seized IJ7rig!lt, ant1 hc set off to t ry  his luck. 
Blr. Borthmicli missed him fro111 the farm. ancl a t  once 
\i7ent to  J l rs .  TVriglit ancl ~naclc the inc!niry, "TIThanr's 
Wricht?" 0 1 1  be i~ ig  told that  he nras off to the diggings. 
the olcl geiitle~nan gave a n  emphatic "ITilinph!" and saicl. 
"Tell the illan tae come back tae  me, an '  T'll gie Iiim a 
pnncl a day tae  plew for  me." This message was duly 
sent. and apparently had a greater glitmonr than the 
Xol;o~ltai, a s  "IVricht" was sooil " l~ l e~ r i i i p7 '  again anlong 
the  Carterhope tnssoclrs. 

IIe took his share of work going in those c l v s  in 
Iioad Roarcl. School Committee. ant1 Clinrch. Tn tlie latter 
lie took a great interest, being associated as an ofice-
bearer with tlie Wharepa congregation fro111 the time that 
the first minister as placed in it. 

Jlid-may between Wharepa and Toiro in 1862 there 
vTel*eonly two settlers, llessrs. D. P. iP1illigan and Donald 
Ross. who had both a r r j ~ e d  in 1661. They stayed for a 
short time with Gordon and Ros.;. and then went to the 
digqings, where tliey rernained for Pour months. On their 
return tliey settled down. They took out ;I liceiise costing 
£3 to cut tiinher in the bush. ant! cut snffieient to  build 
two houses. I11 company ~vitl i  .John Crn~vford. JIilligan 
then cut sufficient timber to builcl two barns. Shoi*ly 
after this hlilligan marriecl Jane ICerr, the second mar-
riage in the district. the first I~eing John McNeil and 
Margaret Apson. a daughter of Peter A!.soil. Coryclon. 
Milligan's fami  is now in the l i a ~ ~ d s  of John Gordon. who 
married the only daughter of tlic family. J4r. JIilligan 
was a me in be^. of the first \JThilrepa Iioad Board, tlie 
others being .James ancl .John Somerville and ITenry Hogg. 
.John Somer~i l l e  aeting as  clerk. 

7'he nes t  farm to Jlilligaii's was occupied by George 
hlunro. who had arrived in tlie carly part  of 1861. At 
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first J lunro lived ill ii house a t  TVharcpa l~nsll .  belongilig 
to  .Job Dahinett. I3eing a stonemason, he I)~lil t  his 07:-11 

r e s i d e ~ ~ c eof st on<^-the first stone house in tlie Cliltha. 
Munro paid 2.5/- an acre fo r  ploughing, ancl 1 0 j 6  a bushel 
for thc first oats he so\ved. EIe sold stoolrs of oats a t  
4/6 a stool< to Jolir~ Sinclair. who hacl bought a farnl 
on the west side of Jlilligan's place. The lantl where tlie 
I V h a ~ ~ e p i ~Chrlrch stands was par1 of Jlnnro's property. 
being his c lonat io~~ The manse glei)~? to the building fund. 
was also his property. and was sold by him to the cl~urc.!i 
authorities for  55 an acre. 

When puggeries canie into f a s h i o ~ ~ .J l t ~ n r o  was 
strongly opposetl to the use of snch ~ a n i t i e s .  as he called 
then^, aricl one (lay, seeing the minister wearing one, sa id:  
" S o  ~vontler the jndgment of the  Lortl is coming upon 
us when our ministers arc lrnoclting alwo? ~ r i t l i  '1,uggeries' 
on their I~onnets. " 

Opposite Jlnnro's a ~ l d  1)ortlering the Initlrse glehe \ri>s 
Colin JlcKenzie 's farm, afterwards purchased by l l u r ~ r o .  
'('his place. as well a s  3lnnro's other farm, was lmr-
chased hy 'L'honias Rirldcll. a son of tho Riddell \vlio. in 
1868 or  1869. I~atl ~,nrchasctl .John Sitlclair's ancl 1)onttltl 
Ross's farms, both of which are  now occi1l)ied by another 
sol;. TYillian~ l2idclell. 'I'homas Riddell recently sold ont 
to Wilson Hros. 111 allout 1837 .John Strachan 
iirrivrtl. and up to 1861 or  1862 l i ~ ~ e c l  ain  11nt in f r m t  
of the llush. 1-ltimntrly he settletl near \Irharepa Hailwily 
Station. a-hrrtl he began l~nsiness as  a bootinaker. the 
seconcl i l l  the t1istrit.t. S t rac l~an  ~ v a s  a gootl tratlrsman. 
but was a hit t l ~ a f .  When he did not want to  hear. he 
pretcncled to I ) ?  very much worse than hl. really was. Ile 
was a witty intlivirlual. ant1 tlrlightrd to take it rise out 
of his c.nsto~nc~rc;. On one oc.c*ilsi~na minister told him 
that  lie onglit to ha\.(> two prices for his boots-one for  
the rich stluatters ant1 another for tlic poorer folks. the  
wealthy I l l i \ l l  Iwing well i~h lc  to pay a stiff price. Straclian 
thought it was a .;plendid itlea. and he cvould just aclopt 
it. Some time afterwards the minister \vas getting a. pair 
of l~oots. 1)nt on his asli i l~g the  price Strachan startled 
him 1)y asking. "Do .van keep sheep?" "Oh, no." was 
t%e reply. "Oh. yes yon tlo. Yon have i1 goocl flock, ancl 
shear then1 \veil: pours is the big price," was the unex- 
pectecl retort  of the ~ i ~ o r t h y  shoemaker. 

On another occasion. when going to a concert. 
Strachan was very fitlgety about the state of the tyres 



oil tlie wheels of his cart. but, after paging ;I visit to  the 
~leiglibouring lrotel. lie. on the retnrn journey, forgot all 
about them. On I)eing aslieil lion- they were lasting. llc 
jovially replied. "Oh. JIr .  -- (the hotellieeper) is i i  

grant1 nian for  the tyres; get the mhup, and let's see ho\v 
Charlie can gang." Laying on tlie whnp wit11 ;I yen-
geance. the p i~ r ty  came along a t  full gallop. but reached 
honie safely. when he said tha t  Cllishol~n lint1 made the 
wheels right. h r  1)eing a very practical Inan. 

The Wharc~pa Church follr were once hard put  to it 
to get a precentor for  the services, when Strachan 
,joltirigly said:  "James (an oltl crony) arid I conlc! (lac it 
fine. 1 canna sing, b11t James is a gootl singer, bnt he 
canna mak'  the faces. If he \vill sing, I 'll stand in front 
and nialr' the  f a ( w  for him." 

'I'olvards what is now Irno~vn as Toiro. the first settler3 
on the flat \\-ere -John ancl Isaac Sarginson. who arrived 
in 1861. their neiglibonrs in 1862 being George Polson. a 
retired de tec t i~e .  on the one side, and Jolrri Cramford on 
the other. Jlost of this land mas covered with tussoclrs 
and  flax. ba t  a great fire swept the country side and 
csposed great totara logs and various other timbers on 
Crawford 's farm. Sarginson 's property as well as  Craw- 
ford's is now owned by a J l r .  Clarlx. while part  of 
Polsoli's belongs to Robert Aysorr. the remainder being 
included in Corydon. Other settlers in  the same line of 
country were TVilliam Kerr, now Sarginson's. Hogg Bros., 
now h'lrtclier's. JLonfries. also Fletcher's, W. and 1'. 
I<enton. now Paul Renton's, and D. Lawson. now Tweed 
Bros., all of u~liom arrived in about the entl of 1862. In 
1863, L)orialtl Sntherland toolr 11p a snlall farm where 
Charles Davis now is. I n  1864 E:clmund Couston settled 
a t  I i e l~ t  Farnr. a11t1 about the saine time George Slamson 
took up his residence next to  him. Conston and Sla~vson 
were both ~nncl i  earlier in the district. but hncl not settled 
down. Slan~son's place is no\\. oo\\ ned by .Janles Laing. 

C:ouston arrived in 2858. ant1 was employetl 1)y the 
1IcSeils for  some five or six years. I n  1863. while 
botttir~g on the river ~v i t h  another nrilll. he picket1 nl) off 
13arnego the body of a marl who had been dro~viied oppo- 
site 15~hite Ilea. They took i t  to Balclutlra. irliere it was 
huriecl on the reserve near a large blnc gum. In 1864, 
Couston bought 100 acres of land a t  &1a n  acre. his appli- 
cation heing the first to be put in after the rise in lanil 
values. The tirnher .For his hol~se came Eron~ l>unetlirr to 
Finegancl. and was sledged to the  site. 



111 these times ;I gooil deal O F  cartiltg went to 1'01% 
3Ioly11eus. but the roads were in a terril.le conclitio~~, the 
aslrs  of the drays often clraggiug for chains in the nlnd. 
Carter.; l~acl to risth a t  4 il.nl.. a1111 often hiad to prepare 
their horse feet1 before making it start .  I t  w ;~s  usnally 
nine or ten o'clock at  night when they returnetl. Coustol~ 
often \\.allierl from 13alclutha to Dunedin in a clay. l e a v i ~ ~ ~  
a t  7 a.m.. ant1 arriving i l l  Dunetlin before the people \Irere 
in bed. Once he left Kalclntlia with a Mr. Spooner. who 
was r i d i ~ ~ g .  They crossed the punt ; ~ t  Halclntlla together, 
a11t1 apai~t  \verc toyether erossir~c thc T;iieri punt. 

Xl~out  1862. one Mooney took up  the farm which, in 
1865, caille into the possessio~l of the Shedtlans, \vllile 
further a l o~ lg  Silndilands and Tlittltlen settletl on the far111 
Irnown as -\nnfield, for  many years leaserl l)y Wil l ia~n 
14nnro. all 1860 arrival. ancl now oc*c.l!l)ietl by George 
1)ownir. \\Then t.hey first arrivetl :I sno~rstornl c a n e  or]. 
the sno\v lying six inches deep. All tllc time they hat1 
to l i v ~ill a tent. When the snow clearet! off t l~cyhnilt 
a sod llousc~. getting the joists for  the roof from the Jew's  
Busll. Half of the house was nsed as  a :lwe!ling. nncl the 
other half as a stable. Janles I-Iadden waq a blacksn~it l~ 
by trade. and was  the first to carry on his tratlc a t  
\Irharepa. 

S e s t  to Sandilands ancl Hailden mas JIar t in  Fallt3.v. 
whose fanlily livecl in a tent. until one nigbt a gale tore ~t 
to rih1,ons. 'I'l~ey then stayed with Smidilancls. occupyinq 
the s ta l~ le  half of his house, until they go1 a hut I~uilt  for 
thenlsel~es.  

Xbove Fahey's the land \\.as taken 11p by Lewis Rros.. 
Porteous ancl JfcCaig, and a little later by James Falconer, 
who about 1865 purchased a blocli owned by Janles F r a s ~ r  
Ayson. now owned by Willinm John Keys. Belo7.v 
Falley's. towards Ualcl~itha. wen- Coghill and McAddie, 
the latter being settletl on the top of the Four Mile Creek 
Hill, while about the sarne tinlr Dawson took 11p the 
Nether1)y farm. At what is now called IC;~lrapualca the 
land was nearly all taken lip by a ~ 1 1 1 ,ownet1 first by 
Eclwin Rich. then by William Hro1v11, wliost~ li ianilg~r was 
one Xntlrew Melrose. Near the Pour  i \ l i l t .  Creek, Charles 
Gordon. who was lrilled while working a horse-power 
machine. owned a small farm. l(reada1Lane. south from 
Rich's run. was talren up  by Duncan Ferpuson. mllo ~ r a s  
clrownecl in the Waitepeka stream. his farm being after- 
warrls purchased by Williani Brown, and now ow~letlI,y 
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lIonlistou. ~ e l o \ v  Ltreaclalbane, but  nearer the Puerua, 
a 1na.n nnnletl Bishop hacl a section, ant1 A. C. l3egg took 
up what is now 1;nown iIs 'GVoodbnrn farin. On Redpath's 
cleath his property was purchased by one Bamforcl, and 
later on by W. Telforcl. I t  now forms part  of the  Otano- 
momo Estat,e. The homestead on this estate is built of 
stone from Wharepa, being quarried on tlie Carterhope 
Estate. 

For  some years the only settler a t  the back of the 
Wharepa Bush was James Ayson, who occupiecl the Hill- 
side -Farm, arriving somewhere about 38.59. Mr. Ayson 
arrived in the colony in 1853, and spent most of the inter- 
vening years shepherding for  various runholclers. I n  3856 
lie pnrchased a fa rm at Tokomairiro R,iver, but sold 
out t o  Charles -Falconer, shortly afterwartls settling, as  
stated, in Wharepa. Some years later his brother, 
Alexander -4;vson) the first teacl~er  in Tokomairiro, took 
n p  the  property known as Mark Hill, anc-i still later John 
Ross arrived from Xrdmore Station, where he hacl been 
shepherding for  W. 11. S. R?oberts, anel took up Rosehall 
farnt. I-Iillside is now owned by  Henry Robinson, Narlc 
ITill forrrls part  of the Glenfalloch Estate, and Rosehall is 
in possession of John Ross, .jm. John Ross was engaged 
I)y Mr. ltoberts a t  Invercargill in 3861. 31r. Roberts had 
honght a spring cart  and horse t.o take hirn and  his family 
t o  Ard~norc.  When they reached tlie T~ong Ford, the 
Natuara  was in flood, yet they attempted to cross. The 
water ran in through the horse's collar, and frightened 
the horse so tha t  he nrouTd not move. Itoss ancl Roberts 
got out, up to  the armpits in the river. !jilt  could not get 
him t o  move, so they carried Mrs. Ross and the children 
1)aclc t,o the banlr, then took out the horse and clrngged 
1)aclr the cart themselves. They mani-tged to get a l~nllock 
dray  to  take t,hem over, but  had to r a m p  out a11 night 
in their wet clothes. 

Following the settle~nent froin t,lie W l i ~ r e p a  Bush past 
Somerville's, ancl along the front of the hills to  the Pnerna 
stream, we find tha.t in 1856 Willianl Y o ~ i r ~ g ~  wllose land 
is now occnpietl by 11. Sandford, settletl !lei-tr Somer~ille 's  
property. Mr. Young and family arri;-eel in Otapo in 
1849 in  the ship "Nary."  He  was a carpenter by trade, 
anel assisted to  bnilcl Inany of the houses in the Clutha 
settlement. For a short. time he acted a s  Postmaster in 
Wharepa, and also opened a sniall store in the district. 
His son. San~nr l ,  a f te r~vards  in rompany with George- Tlahinett carried on bnsiness in the O~ra l ta  district,. 



'I'he nest settler \\-;IS Rohei-t Sntliel~land. who, ill 1856, 
withehis \\ ~ f e .  \vallretl from Dniieclin to \lTharepa, talring 
four days to do the trip. E'or a year they residetl in a 
snlall ~vliare. aiiil then sliiftetl to a holise h i l t  by Sutlier- 
land ancl Thomas Tol!nie. This house is still stancling, 
and speaks well for tlie thorongliness with which the 
early settlers did their 11-orli. Sut*herlallcl was the first 
bootn~alreri n  the district. bnt failing l~e :~ l th  compelled 
hint to  relinc!nish his trade. and he turner1 his attention 
to fa rn~ing .  H e  was tlie first to grow the now famous 
Sutherlanti oats. lilhile ~vallring through a field he 
noticed a11 oat head. which appearetl to him to  be nillch 
superior to any of the others. 'l'aking i t  home, he sowed 
the fr\v grains in his garden. each year increasing the 
nrea. n l~ t i l  he hacl securecl enough grain to  sell some to 
his neighbours. a bushel being the limit to each purchaser. 
One day, while tallring to Sam Young, Sutherlancl won- 
dered what lie coiild call the new oats, when Young saicl, 
"Why not call the111 'The Sntherland oats?'  " and Suther- 
lands they were accordingl?- named. Mrs. Turner now 
owns Sutherlantl's lantl. 

l iet~veen Sutherland'\ and Young's .lames 131-yclone. 
the first teacher a t  Sout11 Clutha. took up  :L section, right 
in the 1)nsh. He  resicled on it till his tleath, whew the 
first auction sale in \Vharepa \\-as held. He having died 
intestate. his property \\-as pnt  up for  sale, Mr. D. P. Steel 
acting as  sheriff and anc.tionrrr. a n ~ l  l[r. ,John Somerville 
as  clerk. 

.4l~ontIS57 Dr. Jlan~l-inp. tlic "John llrickliffe " sur-
geon. settletl in Wharepa. not f a r  from Rohert Snther- 
laiitl's. For  some years he was the only doctor i l l  the 
Clllthi~. his prac.tice estending I'rom the J~Iolyneus to 
Tapanni. The tloctor's first house, erected by  some of 
the neighhonrs. was lrno\vn as "lIroodend." so called from 
its sitnatioli at  the encl of the hnsh. The doctor \vas a 
clifficult man to  deal ~vi th .  but as a clever physician 
as  well a.; a good surgeon. He  dispensed his own niedi-
cines. and some of his prescriptions are  still to  be hacl in 
the district. He  uras a man of strong likes and dislikes. 
and often refused to  atttlnd particular inc!iviclnals. Once. 
when retnl.ning from attending a patient. he remarlred 
aboiit a certain individnal: "JIy word. I wish that  old m a s -
cal wonld hrealc his leg ancl give me the chance to  set it. 
when T \\roul(l put the back par t  forelnost: 1 don't like 
him; he is a bad beggar." Ering once invited to a 
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wedding. tlie tloctor wits asltecl to carve a turkey a t  the 
brealifast. The oficiatiag iiiinister aslred the blessil~g, 
bnt  he uras so long about i t  that everybody grew tired. 
IVliea he had finished. the tloctor. rubbing his knife 
briskly on tlle steel, remarked. "Capital grace. capital, 
hut, just like 111y t ~ ~ r l i e y .  i t  wanted ca r r i i~g ."  

117 1858 31r. iinci Mrs. Wni. Sutlierlautl settlril i ~ t  the 
estrenie east encl of the  lFTIiarepa Bush. William and 
Adam Sntlicrlancl sau-etl all tlie tiinher for  Redpath's 
store. arid for J l ~ J o r  Ric~ l~ar t l~on ' shonse a t  llTillow~lieade, 
Puerna. In  18.57 Tlionii~s To111iie settled near the Jen--'s 
I3nsh. IIe n-;IS a carpeuter. an11 along wit11 Wni. Young 
Iwilt the first inaiise a t  Puerna. 

In 1859 Jaines Robertson. wllo had been slieplierding 
for  C. EI. tic.ttle a t  Totara Islantl. took up 130 acres of 
land in  the neiglibourliood of the Jelv's Rusli. Nest  to 
Robertson's. but nearer tlitb Pnerua St~-earn. were thc 
Rosc'oe's, who sold to one Cnrtis. who iigaili solcl to  A. 
Petrie, 1v11o i l l  185s bought ai~othel- sectio~inear the busl~.  
In  the same year ?John Geggie 1)nrclias~d land near the 
l'iierua. i l r ~ c l i l l  1839 s l~if ted his family Sroni \\Taital~una 
to his new liolne. Later. on he purc l i as~d  a ~ ~ o t l i e r  farm 
belonging to  Geo. 'l'aylor. \rho bat1 niwtlc his selection in 
the open land. ant1 hail pnrclltised tlir propetsty of onc 
Dare. an cs-c.lrrg')~n~an.~vlio hi1d settled there in 1859. 
During tlie ues t  few yrars. nl) to about 1862. JEessrs. 
'l'lios. Chalmc~rs, Gilfillan. 1)alplc.ish. L;~a?oncl, aild cJolii~ 
G~*al l tsettled in the vicinity of the Jew's R t ~ l i ;  n.11ile 
nearer Wharepa E ~ l ~ i l r ~ l  Todd and Weir ancl 7Nilst)n were 
settled. Sclnatted in tlle lulsli wert: screral \ ro~ l i ing  men-
Bosrvrll, Noble. ancl ITaIl-who were 1tsna11.v employed 
sawing. o r  working ~vi t l i  neighbonring farmers. Some 
years 1att.r 13ugli Gunn tool; up lantl right a t  the  back 
of the lo\\-er en11 of the bush. ~rliilt. David Slnitli settled 
near Robert Sutlierlancl's property. 

Nrs.  (;nnn states that on nrriring in 14vliarepa shc~ 
had to  live in a 'irhare belonging to Robert Sutherlancl 
until her 11usI)and conltl get his own I IOI I . ;~ .  a wattle and 
dab one, hnilt. At first there \vas no tl*i~clt through the 
hush, and she had to carry her prodnce, eggs, and butter 

. 	 as  best she could throng11 tall flas. and over creeks often 
swollen with rains. Flour and other licavy goods were 
left in Siitlierland's b ~ r n .  and carried nic~enleal  to the  
honse. When her husband was away from home-a fre-
qnent occurrence-she had all the carrying to do. as  \v~11as  
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attending to  her co\vs. H e r  first cow, which cost £13, 
\\-as poisoiled wit11 tutu,  and for  a long time very con-
siderable loss of stock from the same canse took place. 
The olcl wattle and dab house still stands as  sound as  
ever. except that  the  thatch has given place to  iron. 

Sometimes in these early (lays of the settlement pro- 
\-isions rail short, and recourse moulcl be had to  a neigh- 
bour to  snpply the  necessary article. On one such occasion 
tea gave out. ancl Mrs. Geggie ~vel l t  to borrow some from 
Mrs. B a n n e r ~ ~ ~ a n .  She could not cross the stream, which 
was in flootl. 1)nt a vigorous coo-ee brought Mrs. Banner- 
nlan to  the river-side, ancl the  wants of the 1)orrower were 
made 1c11on.n a~icl glaclly accedecl to. Unahle to  pass the 
tea from hancl to hand, it mas decided by Mrs. Bannerman 
to  put it in a bag a n d  th ro \~-  i t  across. 'I'lle attempt was 
n~atle. h11t the  parcel. insteacl of reaching the expectant 
hands of the l)orro~\-er, fell into the  water ancl floatecl 
merrily down the s t r e a ~ ) ~ .  closelj. follon-eel by an anxious 
lady 011 either bank. X short distance clo~vn the stream 
the cur re l~ t  floatecl the precions parcel close to  the hanli. 
where it nras promptly securccl. nlnch to  the relief of l,ot11 
pi~rties. a1111 none the worse for  i ts  n n t i t ~ t ~ l y  in~mersion. 


Towards the  end of 1862 MTilliam 9i1lgleish tool: u p  

lantl a t  IVaitrpelra. and a r r i rcd  in the tlistrict in 2863. 

I ~ F11ad been in the employ of Gortlon Rich. a runholder a t  
Wairnna. from 1867. On arrival he. i\-ith his family, 
lived for  nearly twelve n ~ o ~ ~ t h s  a sod \\.hare--a. simple i l l  

"1)ut ancl ben," thatched wit11 rushes :rnd snow grass 
tussocks. X l a rg r r  Iionse of ~ i l t t l r  and #!ah. with shingle 
roof. ant1 contailling fonr rooms (two npstairs and two 
down). was illell l,~lilt. and occupietl for nearly fourteen 
years, when the present residence was built. 

Gilfillan was a passenger by the  "Rlundell" in 1848, 
and r e ~ ~ ~ a i n e d  in and al)ont Dnnedin. working a t  his tracle 
as a carpenter. until 1862, u-he~i he shifted to Wharepa. 
IIis first purchase of lane1 ~ v a s  made a t  .C1 an acre. his 
l'nnn havinq all area of 1.74 acres. H e  built a ~ v o o l  shed 
for  Campbell a t  Glenfallorh. the  timher /laving all to he 
carrier1 out of the  I<aihiku Rush. 

Tveir and Wilson had the first sawmill in the Wharepa 
Rnsl~.  the machinery being erected by John JIacFarlane. 
TITlle11 the 1)ro.jpct \\-AS spo1~e11 i ~ h o ~ t ,  of the local some 
bushn~en and pit sa~\~,vers a t  thc  iclea. one Hall l a i ~ ~ h e d  
saying that tliert. was not enonph water to c1ri-c.e a mill, as 
one co\v could drink i t  all. Sot\\-ithstanclinp. a dam was 
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built ancl the Inill started. SO successful was it that the 
pit salving was co~l~plcte ly  \Veil. an11 IVilsonontc1;lssed. 
worlred the I)usli. as tlley tho~iqht ,  tliorouglily out. but 
after they left I k g g  i111cl Slietl(lan started another inill 
a little liiglier up tlie bilsh, and for somc years (lid very 
li-ell. 

As it11 tlie timber previous to IVeir alicl \Trilsoii's 
sawnlill was cut by hand, a clescription o E  pit  sawing ]nay 
11ot here be out of place. 'l'lie bush was first inspected, 
ant1 wlierevel. the greatest. ~ii~iii l ier of trees suitable for  
ti11iI)er ~ v a s  found there a pit v a s  I~uilt .  This was done 
by cntting n scarf into two trecs a.bout twenty feet apar t  
a.11~1;11)out six feet from the g r o ~ ~ t ~ c l  a; t,hen the elit1 of 
good-sieetl sapling \\.as placecl in tlie scarf a.t either end, 
snpportecl by two o r  three forked ones let  into the gro~und, 
care heiug t,aken t.hat the forks were ~ricler than the 
plates (side saplings) so tha t  the>- would not, split. This 
formecl one side of the pit, the other heing ~nacle in a 
similar fashion. Two picces of wood \Irere then placed 
across the top to  hold the  log. Two sliids or  fair-sized 
trees mere p11t ill position to enable the tree which was to 
be sawn to be rolled to Ilie top of the  pit, and stays wcPe 
put. hetween the sides of t,he pit  to  prelient its collapse. 
Xext a suitable tree was felled, cut int,o lengths, the  harlc 
l<nocketl of'f to make it slicle on roots or other obstacles, 
and I)!. the  aid of blocks ancl t.aclile each length was 
dragged to  the pit. I n  Ia.ter pears this was done hy 
bn1loc:ks; in the very early d i ~ y s  t l ~ c s ewere not procurable. 

,After the  log hacl. by much hard work, reached the 
pit it 11-as rolled up  the sliids on to the  top. l e a ~ i n g  about 
six feet uuderlieatli fo r  the pit  man to work tlie saw. 
After the  loq liacl been marked with a worsted thread 
soalietl in charcoal and the top a n d  bottom line pot per- 
fectly plnrnb, a saw seven feet long was used. one 111an 
stantli t~g on the top of tlie log and  tlic other in the pit. 
The man on the top hacl the  harder  and more difficult 
part  to perform. as he hacl not only to lift tlie sax\. for 
each stroke, and regulate the  cut by allowing i t  to descend 
as lightly as possible from a light hand---otherwise the 
hooltecl teeth ~rroulci catch and no progress he nlade-l~nt 
hc had to  1)alance himself on the top of the log. no easy 
matter,  especially when cnt t inc  through the side lines on 
the log. When the iog had heell (but in flitclies or sclnares. 
it was et1s.v to cut these into 1)oards and scantling. 





After this cligressioii we return t o  the settlers in tile 
open country bordering the l'uerna from Tayior's farm. 
In  1858. C. ancl J. Perltins took up land on both sides of 
t,he t'uerua stream below Plurdoch's. This mas after-
wartls bought by Xrchibiilcl Mercer, ancl is now owned 
by .John Jlereer. . 11: 1863: Wil1ia.m Morton bought his 
farill. and ahout the same time JTessrs. Quertier: lfrilliam 
McKenzie, .Donald Stewart, Nathan Veitch, lVillian~ 
Downie, J. W. Thonison, C. Hayward, William Rro\vn. W. 
Harrhy, and dames 31arshall settled in the district. Mor-
ton (lid a goocl deal of work coiitracting, the chief roatls 
in the district heing metalled by him. John  3IcKenxie 
livetl for some time iiear the Puerua. a t  a small hush. still 
known as i\lcKenzie's Bush. FTc ha.d the first flax mill in 
the Raitepelta district. This rilill was a two-horse power 
one. fitted with ~vooden strippers, and the fla.s was sl)Iit 
into blades ant1 not st!utched as In the present method. 

In addition t o  those who thus early settled on the 
land. there werc il few early arrivals who were employed 
by the settlers. of ~vhom some are  still alive in the district. 
The chief of these are Mr. and Mrs. Stodclart. Mr. iintl 
3Trs. Fahey. ant1 Mrs. Clernent Grant. Others there were. 
no doul)t. hilt nothing definite can he obtained abont theni. 

J l r .  ant1 Mrs. Stodclart arrived in the colony in l R ( i 3  
in the ship "3Iatanra." Stoddart came straight to , 

Wharepa. where he arrived some six days before his wife. 
He was tirst employed h.v Davit1 Nonfries, therl by Jolin 
Cra.wforcl, his wages being S60 a year. Other employers 
were James Ayson an(1 Soinerville Bros., with the latter 
of whoni he remained for  thjrt,ecn years. I-Te states that  
in 1863 tloiir wa.s 55 per 2001bs.. sheep £1a head. 1)eef Is. 
a ponnd, hutter 2s. and 2s. 6d..a pound. and pork 9d. 

J'atrielr Fahey a.rrivecl in 1864. and after lancling a t  
Dunedin walked out to T3alclut.ha. He \vas first employed 
hy Dr. J lanning a t  565 a j w ~ r .  then by Weir ancl 11-ilson 
a t  the sawmill, ant1 afterwartls for  abont for ty  years 1)y 
the  Somerville Bros. 

31rs. Grant. nee Catherine Hall. arrived in Dlweclin 
with t,wo shillings in her poclret. She gave one to her 
cabin mate to enal~le  her  to get her box taken to  the 
Barraclts. ancl nsecl t.he other 'herself for n simi1a.r purpose. 
After staging three \f-eeks in the Barracks she wa.s engagc.11 
by JIr .  'l'elford to go oiit to  Clifton. her wages being.$% 
a. year. On October 2nd. 1863. she was married, and went 
to  live on the Carterhope Est:rte. whcre her hnshantl 
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\vorl;ecl for  31r. Rorth~vicl;. Tiicy livetl ill a little h ~ t  
without \vinclo\vs. the only light being from a hole above 
the tloor and from the wide earthen chiinney. F o r  three 
years they live11 in this little pl:tce. when they shifted to  
a s t o ~ ~ e  tlie property 1)y George Munro. house. 1)uilt OII 

This Iiouse was first ocrupietl I)y Koiialcl JtcI)onalcl, father 
of .lugus JlcDonalcl. the  presenl clerlc of Clutha County 
Council. ,\fter nlally years of service on tllr estate, i\Ir. 
amel 31rs. Grant sliifted to  Balclnllia, \vliere they bnilt the 
Coffee l'alacae. 3Ir. Granb died some years ago. when 3Irs. 
(?rant reeirc-el illto private life. a respectecl resident of the 
town. 

Charles EIeiiry Kettle, a t  one t inie the Chief Surveyor 
for Otago, occupied all the  c o u ~ ~ t r y  from the top  of the  
kaihikn Ranges to  the Cllliha River. aud froill the  Kaihilru 
stream to the  IVai~vera streain, hi. rnn b e ~ n g  S o .  25. His 
l~oniesteiicl was bnilt a t  the Kaihiltu Rnsli. \vI~ere in 18.54 
Ilessrs. Ayson built a large ~vool  shed. I t  was built of 
rough tin11,er ant1 tliatchetl with SIIOIV grdss, the thatching 
being clone by the JIaoris. 

3lr. Kettle was a very popular employer. and all\-ays 
treated lijs nlen well. .Ile mas a great breeder of merino 
sheel). ant1 in 18.jt5 had 2.000, bnt they mere 1)acllj~ infected 
with seal,. T11 18.54-5.5. 3Tessrs. J o h n  Dalziel. James Hcp-
hnrn. and .-\(Ian1 Sutlierlancl 11-ere his shepherds on the 
Kaihilan side. while on tlie AIolynenx side James Robertson 
was employed in 1837 a t  'l'otara Islantl. 

James Rnbertsoii was a pabsenger 1). tlic "Southern 
Cross" in 18.56, and, along wit11 his eldest sou. Xlexanclcr. 
a hoy of fourteen years. was engaged i)y Jlr. Kettle in 
Dnuedin, Rol,ertson7s nragrs I,eil~g '270 a >,car. The whole 
family canir to Kaihikn. ant1 after a three (lays' t r ip  
rrwc*hetl the Clntha River. ~ r l i r r c  they were crossecl l>y 
Robert JIcNeil in his father's boat. J I r .  JCcNeil had just 
I ) ~ ~ i l ta neuT house, and tlie Rol)ertsoi~s were the  first 
strangers to  have a iiieal in it. John NcNeil then clrove 
them in a bnlloc~lr sledge to Corydon, IVharepa, where 
they stayed a fen1 w ~ ~ e l r s  hefore shifting 1:) Totara Islantl. 


Their house a t  the latter place. mas a tn-o-momecl one. 

1)iiilt of ~ l i ~ l ) ~  'Plie nearc3st 1ieipl1ho111.s \rere ATr. 
and rlay. 
lrait land on tlie opposite sitlo of the J lolynmx.  the  
Art*hil~iiltlsa t  Clyr leral~.  and ther, the  few srtt lers a t  the 
Kaihikn Rnsli. 311.. Rol,ertson ~notllinp of I ~ n e ~ v  the 
drstrnctive effects of t l~t l i .  ant1 on one occasio~i drove his 
sheep into a clerp gnllp fo r  slic~lter. 'l'hr gnlly \v;is full of 



tut.u. ancl a great number of sheel? were !)oisonecl. How-
ever, 011 the  lriatter being repol.tet1 to 31r. Kettle. he only 
said tha t  he (Jiobertson) was not to be bla.med: as  he 
should have been warned: but. it would teach him to he 
more careful in the future.  

On many occasions i t  was necessary to  burn the 
tussocks, ant1 one clay, \vhile Kohertson was engaged 
lighting fires. a strong wind sprang u p  and  drove tlie fire 
in the  direction of the  sheep. '\Vitll very great, tliffic~ilt,y 
Ilol~ertson ~nanagecl to save then: from being dest'royed, 
just reaching il l  time the yards where the only piece of 
clear ground was. ITe got such a scare tha t  every night 
after~r-ardshe ca.reQully canned the  horizon for  any signs 
of fire. In those clays, if a fire were l i t  a t  Popotunoa, no 
one knew where it \ronld end, ancl stories a1.e told of 
fires sweeping t,he ~vliole distance froin Popotllnoa to the  
i\lolyneus River. 

When shearing time came, all  the slieep hat1 to be 
driven to Baihiku, and  on such occasions Mrs. Kobertson 
was left a.lone with her young family. One dark  night 
they heard a step outside the  house, and  a.11 \j7ere so 
frightened that ,  fo r  a time, no one wonld more to open 
the cloor. At last Mrs. Roberts011 summoned up conrage 
t.o clo so, when, to  her great  surprise, their  uncle: James 
Apson: who liacl conle f rom Tokomairiro, ~ r a l k e d  in. On 
another occasion they saw some Maoris coming, ant1 tlie 
children all  ran to  the  hills to  hide. While living a t  
Totara. Tslancl, the  Robertsons felt  the  first earthclnalrc 
shocli they had experiencecl in t,he count,ry. Sandy 
Hol~ertsonw a s  sit t ing against the  wall ~ v h e n  he felt it 
move. The ot,llers then felt  it. a.nd saw the bark on the 
roof shake in ;In unmistakable manner, while Miss Robert- 
son, who was washing the dishes, mas so scared that she 
faintetl. Ito1)ertson remained nlitli J I r .  Kettle nntil ahout 
1859. when he bought land at. .Pnerna. near the Jew's  
I3ush. 

John I)a.lziel arrived a t  .I<ailiilrn on !:he 12t,l1 3larvli. 
1855. his wages being S60 a year. H e  worked for  31r. 
Kettle exactly one pear, ancl then took u p  a. fifty-aerr 
sectioli a t  .Kaihiltu Rush. He paid 10s. an acre f o r  the 
land: and with tt.n.o cows commenced his fnrniing life. 
Grass seed was a. good price. and soon he  ~ v a s  ahlr ' to  buy 
800 sheep, fo r  which he  paid SI per 1iea.cl. 

The same year (1556) John Bar r  came to  Kaihikn 
from T-Ialf-wa.v'Rnsli and brought a mob of mttle.  He 
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had I ~ o n g l ~ t  farm adjoining L)alziel. but remained o ~ i l y  ;I 

a very s l ~ o r t  time. returning to  Dunrclin. 'l'liis same year 
Robert (:a~~~pl)c'llsettletl on the Wharepa sicle of the 
Kailiiliu, a t  Glel~falloch. Calnpbcll had first seleded laritl 
in this quarter in 1834, bu t  i t  was not till 1856 that lie 
settletl on it. The fol lo~~ring account of 311.. Cainl>hel17s 
experiences is talren froni his reminiscences :-";\fter four 
o r  live days'  t rn~c l l ing ,  with numerous small ad~eut l l res ,  
I reachecl niy destination. When I arriverl I took nl) nly 
abotlr with a couple who were not; long ninrriecl, ancl slept 
in tlie loft of their lmt. 1began to  11nil~L a t  oncc. ancl the 
dimensions of rn:. house were:  i21't. s 12ft.. rift. high, 
wir~donrs2ft. Sin. s 2ft. 6in., cloor 6ft. s 2ft. gin.. autl a 
fireplace 4ft. high. 3ft. Gin. wicle, anel 2ft. cleep. I cut nly 
T Y ; I ~ into the  hush to  get suitahl? trees ant1 bililt the frame 
accorcling to dimensions. I cnt ilie trees up into slabs 
for walls. 1)orctl holes for  the  ~ r a l l  plates. using pegs 
instrat1 of na ib .  The roof mas thatched, ancl I nailed 
small wattles over the walls inside to  hold the  clay. I 
clug a hole for  the  clay. ancl cut the  tussocks ra ther  long, 
so tha t  they ~ ~ o n l d  be long enougi? to roll round the wattle. 
'rliis made a good plaster. The c!limney \\?as niacle of the 
same ingreilienls. and I manager1 to  get some sawn timber 
for  tlie jiool-: and when the door and \vindow \Irere fisrcl 
I set off to  town for my wife. 

"The only way to get 31rs. C:anipl~ell ont to the  farm 
was hy  means of a !lone. and. HS onr horse was l~ rokcn  
in. 11-e clecidetl that  she shonld i+i(le. I qot a side sadclle 
from Patterson for  &12,and in Augnst. 1SX.  we got fairly 
started on our journey. W e  took many r~ocessa~ies  of life 
with 11s: also H cat ancl a bantam, each in a Irit. l y e  
pushecl on to Ralclutha. where we stayed a night, and. I)y 
the  encl of the fonrth clay. we n-t.re a t  l lon~c a t  Kaihil;~.  
We hael sent our cooking ntensils round by schooner, 1,nt 
they clid not arrive for  some days. i \Iean~vl~ilcnre had to 
go a-borron-jng. TLTe got a small goblet from a neiglibonr, 
in wliicll me had to cook 1-arious Iliings-first our butcher 
meat. then, af ter  mashing, l ~ o i l  the  ~ ~ l a l e r  ourfor  tea. 
W e  hnd ~ t y ylittle furniture. ~ n r !no brtlsteacl. so I set 
to  work and matle one. After all these improvements 
were made. our  home was really colnfortable and cosy. 

"I imn~ediately fenced a p;rddocl< ancl bepan tlie 
cu l t i~a t ion  of the Inncl. I engagecl a man to  do some 
ploughing for  me. ancl his cliarge was 20s. per clay. besicles 
~vhicli we hat1 to feed him n11t1 tlie boy I\-110 drove the 



bullocl<s. lire also hacl to lend hjin a horse to go and get 
the i i ~ ~ i ~ n a l s .  took him till after mid-clay; so that,  ~ r l ~ i c h  
after having him five days or so: we hacl not three days' 
decent n-orli. That worl; cost me 55 per acre. Rrforc 
long we hat1 a splenclid garden, cwntaining vc?getal>les of 
all kinds. When the smson c:tme we somecl nrheat ancl 
oats. and turned our a.ttention to fruit  trees. Tt was it 
lncliy investment. They throve ~vonclerfully. ancl as time 
went. on repaid any trouble we had had with them. 

"Onr cattle throve ~vell ,  ancl by and l ~ j rnre iidiled 
sheep to onr live stoclr. I purchased them froin a man 
in l<lueslrin. wcnt there for  them, and tlrove the111 to 
Kaihilin. The price TI'AS 35s. per head. 11-~ie atldecl 
another rooin to  our house and l ~ i i l t  a dairy. Everything 
throve ancl flourished. ; ~n t l  as all example of our \rork 
in 1S,56 from January  to  Noreml~cr  ~ v e  chnrneil Y46?L21hs. 
bntter, and in 1857 we made 6591bs. Of course, we sold 
sheep and cattle hesides. I n  1358 our hntter amounted 
to  8121bs., and jn 1859 n7e hat1 l.li7ll)s. for the season." 

Some gears Iwforc this. Chalmers I3ros. hacl 1)ouglit 
par t  of 91oa Hill. and later bougi~l; anothci- part. but they 
did not settle. ancl the place passed t h r o n ~ h  several 11ands. 
one of ~ v h o ~ n  Dnnedin grocer. .ivho. in 11-as a Mr. T-Tealy. R 
1859. securecl 250 iicres. and for  whom 'CTrilliam Jroflat. of 
North-East Valley? acted a.s manager. Pairying was tile 
chief occnpation when the JIoRiits were there. butter at. 
first selling a t  Is. 6c1. a pound. but soon rising to 3s. 6il. 
Gootl cows were ~vortli  anything from S l2  to 520 a piece. 
and  in IS61 rose to 227. 

'I'he MofTnts rema,inecl a t  3foa Hill for three years. 
1vlie11 t,hey shifted to  Dalrymplc's far i r~ a t  the TCush. 
Dalrymple had leased Kettle's place, nncl ha,d 500 heat1 
of cattle rnnr~ ing  on it. some of t,hese being very wild. espe- 
cially those that  had had two or three calves and had never 
been ha~itllccl. The method of breaking in a. cow was to 
rope her and then dram her up  to  the !>nil with a wincll:~ss. 
The 3loft'ats then took lip son~e  !ancl for  thrmselve?. i ~ n d  
afternrarcls. on Dalrymple selling out. they leased Icettlc's 
farm from the Trustee.; for sc?vcBn yea.rs. a t  the entl of , 

\rllicll t c r n ~  they piircl~ased i t .  
Fveryhotly had cattle in  those days. l3nt when sllerp 

prices I>eca.mn high t he  set,tlers bold off their cattle iintl 
went in for  sheep. Dalziel \\->IS the first. of these sl11a11 
settlers in ICaiiilii~ to  fe~!ce of?' 1and for  s11cep. as he fnli11~1 
it more profitaI>Ie to so\^^ grass ant1 eat it .oP with sht.cp 
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than to follolv tlie more coilillion style in ::(~~leral l'arnlillg. 
Grass seed was all rspellsivc itPi1:. often costlug as 11i11cll 
a s  10s. per bushel. alltl this cleterrecl some froin f ~ d q i l ~ n i ~ l g  
the  new venture. 

Other early settlers in Kaihilru were Jailies Nicol, a t  
Donglas l'lace. some\vlwre in tlie 'fifties; JIaclrie, 6. Iiuy. 
John  Watt ,  George .Johnston, the  first on the Kaihiku FLA'C, 
Janies JIain. Glover, i~n t l  Tlionlson. Most of these nrrivetl 
in  I861 ancl 1862, nnc1 a little later D. Dickie, 11.PatelUsoll, 
and IV. Chisholii1 took up s e l e ~ t i o i ~ s  near tlie railway line. 
Near Dalziel's placae. ill 18.38. George AIcSeil took np ;I 
farm, borclering the lCaihi1in s t r r i~ni .  After his ~ l e a t l i , ~ S  
Youngson bought the  farm, also acting as inanager , o r  
'ne\vs ancl Oslvin a t  'iTTliarepi~. 

B a r r  Bros. took up the Albert Dolvns Estate, now in 
poss6ssion of J .  F. Ayson. Robert Sutlierlantl. for  Inany 
years a shepherd on the estate. aflerwarcls took 11p a farm 
on the flat. In 1863. Jollii .lohnston bonglit 600 acres froni 
the  (jovernnient. 300 a t  10s. an acre and '$00 a t  £1an acre. 
When he arrivecl wages were 4s. a (lay. l~eef and  mutton 
6tl. a pound, ancl flour $2 for  a 2001h. Iwg. ,-\nother settler 
a t  the  Kaihiltu Bush was H, l l r .  Zrreking. the first school- 
master in the district. IIe called his farin "Holborn 
TIill." now ownet1 I)? .J. IV. Ko1)er.t~. 

Fnr ther  up, tolvarcls tlie \\'iiiwera, ,~lesnnt ler  JIcScil 
o\:.necl the  Caldervan Estate. H e  \\.a\ really the  first 
settler in this pi~rticnlar locality. arltl \vent in strongly 
for  tlairying. He often liiacle 10Ulbs. of blltter a weelr. 
selling it a t  2s 6d. per lb. I3dmnnd Couston. now of Toiro, 
was his stoclrman. and says tha t  the country u7ssan iclenl 
one for  dairying, the  cattle thriving estrenlely well on 
the sncculent native grasses. 3lcSeil  11atl an imnlense 
piggery, often having as  many as 200 pig\ 1.1unuing about. 
The price of produce may 1)e ganged xvlien it is said that 
lie onve sent to  tlie Waiwera Ilotel a sleclgc loat1 of bacon 
a ~ c l  butter,  for  ~vllich he received 5100. .is settlement 
in~reased .  3IcKeil had to  sell off a nnrnbe~. of his cattle. 
,\t the sale (John JIcLean. a ~ ~ c t i o n e e r )  many of the milch 
cows hrought u p  to &29 each. .John Wat t  1)eilig the  pur- 
cliase~. to the  aniount of f 4 O O .  

]Tor many years the  settlers in the I\-ail\-era District 
n-erc feu- and f a r  Iwtween. ,\nlong tlie c~arliest were T. 
Blacklock (now of Oani i~ru) .  A.Peat ( the  first blaclrsn~itll 
in the district, ~ v h o  soltl to .John Edwarcls). R. Telforcl, 
-4. Rutlierforcl. and Girarcl. 11-ho started t h r  first hotel. 
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George 1Jrou-11 was ;I partner of Hutlieri'orcl's. and ulti- 
mately started on his own account. Johii Allan o~ r i~ec l  
lane1 e s f e ~ ~ c l i ~ l g  lroin ;\lbert's Cap to the \\'aiwera stream. 
This was callecl the TYhttrepa Estate, ant1 was held for 
some time by one \Yilson. Hetween JVaiwera ancl Clycle- 
vale. James IVilson settletl in 18.59 on the Lambourne 
property, which is 11olv in the hancls of J. R. Jlitchell. 
Wilson aftermartls purcltasetl the Erlstokc property a t  
Molylleus llay. lying from Kororo Creek along the beach, 
a part  of ~vhich had been ownet1 by Thon~as Rnssell. 

I n  1862 the Andersons arrivetl from Tapanni, where 
Mr. ,lnclerson Bad, in 1856. leasecl the Dalvey Station for  
a tern1 from Thomas Martin. 7'he t r ip  to Tapanni ih 

clescribecl by Joseph ;\nderson in the f o l l o ~ , i ~ i g  worcls :-
"MTe were taken in hnlloc.1t clrays d r ive l~  1)y my uncles. 
James and Joseph ,Illan. who had interests in the Glen- 
kenich Rnn. afterwards olvnetl by Captain JlcKenzie. We 
were eight clays in reaching our clestination. A t  Taieri 
Ferry we crossecl the river in a punt, but a t  Clutha there 
was only a boat. antl conseclnently the tlrays had t o  be 
unloatlecl and the hulloclts swrntl across the r i ~ e r .  As the 
weather was gootl. we clid not ntincl tlie length of tlie 
jo~irney. everything being I I ~ T Yancl very interesting to us. 

"Ny brother John. who hat1 gone out a few molitlis 
earlier along wit11 friends. t l r i ~ i u g  cattle to stock the rnll. 
had a clifferent experience. They had very wet weather 
antl the streanl.; were in high flood. so they hacl to  s\vinl 
both cattle and theinsel~es over the Kaihiku. Waiwera, 
Wairnna. and TVaipahi streams. At  Waipahi they found 
a mall sitting on the opposite b a ~ l c ,  waiting patiently for 
the going do1~11 of the waters. 'Phis proved to be Ales. 
McSa1). who was travelling on foot from his r nn  on tlie 
Matanra to Dunedin. -4fter getting across on one of tlie 
stock horses. they piloted him over, and he went on his 
way rejoicing. 

"Tapanni a t  this time consistecl of large runs varying 
in size from 2.5.000 to 100.000 acres. Stock had plenty of 
scope and did well. but the scourge of the country was the 
wild dogs, which caused a great deal of havoc among the 
sheep. Every run had its pack of dogs, t)nll-dogs. 
kangaroo dogs. or foxlionntls. for  hunting them. When I 
was a lad. two wild dogs came out of the hush rlose to 
where a young nian and I were eutting rnshes. The man 
left me to watch them and rushed off t o  give notice to the 
people a t  the shearing shecl; hut. when T was left alone. 
T also made off. thinking discretion was the better part  
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of valour. The others soon canle wit11 the paclc oi' hounclh. 
hut the wilt1 (logs l~acl taken to  the bush. Tlie I ~ n ~ u ~ t l s  
follo~vecl. I)ut soon retuniecl, all but one dog, ' l h n i ~ d e r '  
1 ) ~ '  name. 1Ie was considered tlie 1)est wild-tlop'liul~ter 
in the pacli. a11t1 a feu- clays later nly uiicle hcard the 1)arlc 
of a cloy a t  ;I c.oi~sitlerable distance away. On going to 
the place. 11e foulltl 'l%ouncler' had bailetl 111) a wilcl clog 
in a Has I)ush. so. while the otlier dogs kept the ;~~i inia l ' s  
a t t ( > ~ ~ t i o n .he srizetl it 1)y tlie tail  aiicl sooil had his knife 
in it, the 1);tcI; finishing it off. After five years of this 
lifr we eillllc' to  Wai\vera. settliny ~ l o l l g  the  front of the  
hills. where \vc I I ~ Wreside." 

As p~eviously stated. Popotunoa, as the present 
Clinton rvils cillletl. \vas held in 1853 as a run by Ec1wi11 
A[t.retlith. who in 18.58 soltl to ,?dfrecl D. Puller. \vho a g a i l ~  
soltl to I1e11ry ;III tl P'reclericlc Clapcott. F u l l t ~ ' s  1iomc~- 
steatl Wils a t  the foot of a detachctl nrootlcd Iiill. and \va> 
occnpiecl hy the manager. &orye Steel. autl his wife. 
Steel was one of the first nien to \l7or1c on the II7airuoir 
Illstate. He arrived in Otago in 1850. al~cl n-orlcecl al)ont 
North-1Sast \'alley. until in 18.34 Rich engagctl him to go 
to  what was then the lnost tlistant rnii from Dunedin. 
I t  took tlie family two weeks to get tl~ercb. T l ~ c y  crossetl 
Jlakc Waillola in l~oats ,  ant1 (lit1 tlie rest of the journey 
in hnllock drays. Steel, after \~or l i ing  on the I I r a i r u n ~  
EUII For tv-o years. and on the Popotunoa Run for  one , 
year. started tlie 1Cllriwao Acco~i~~i ioda t io l~  IIonse. nrlierc. 
Clint011 now is. I l e  was one of the first. if not the very 
first. to  cross tlie Ivairuna strea211 

'I'he Wairnna Station held by TVil1i;tni Gordoi~ Ricli 
1i7a.s some three miles from Popotnnoa a t  W a i r m ~ a .  ITere 
n?illiam I)alpleisl~. afterwarcls a resident of Puernn. was 
enlployed shepherding for  ahout fire years. Dalgleisli 
had to milk some twenty cows. the  lnilli being n ~ a d e  into 
cheese. which was sold a t  Is.  per 11). The cheese press was 
a s in~ple  ant1 pr in~i t ive  affair--a notch being cut ill a tree. 
a large sapling was inserted in it. ancl hearily weighted on 
the outer entl. This acted as  a lever. and a fairly effective 
press was the  result. Kakas were pleutifnl in tlie I I I L . ~  
and acqniretl a liking for  tlie cheese. They toole erery 
opportunity of satisfying their taste for  thc delicilc-. n~ucli  
to the detriment of werethil cheese clotl~s. ~ r l ~ i c h  uot 
easily obtained. 

Other stations in the  n e i g h b ~ u ~ h o o c l  were the Kuriwao 
Run. west of Clinton. held by Mr. Spooner. and afterwards 



by ,Fitzelarence Roberts, who sold to Bathgate; the Alerrie 
Creek Run, between Popotulioa and Wairnna, helcl in 1855 
or 1856 by a blr. IVIiite, then by the Laiici Company, a 
Mr. Can~pbell being the manager for the la,tter; the Ota- 
raia Run, talcell np. in 1.856 by T. Trumble; the Waipahi 
Run, a.lso taken up in 1856 by C:liarles cle Vere Tesche- 
maker, who was sncceeded by Harry Robison; and the 
Cairn Station, by one Oliver. 

In 1857, Captain Francis Williani JlcKenzie took up 
the Conjcal Ilills ancl G-Ienltenich Runs, while the Dalvey 
Run, which included the land on which the town of 
Tapanni was afterwards built, was leased to John Alder- 
son and his brother-in-law, John .Allall. of the 'l'aieri. 

Hrooksdale was leased in 1857 by William t'inkerton, 
ancl Greenvale in the same year to C. Glendining, who 
was known as the British Lion. Adjoining Brooksdale 
were Arclmore and Spylaa, Ardmore being taken up by 
John S. di C. Baigrie ancl W. H. S.Roberts. Baigrie sold 
out to Hoberts and left New Zealand. Roberts was shc- 
ceedecl by a blr. Holmes, George Gunn, and John Herbert. 
Spylaw was taken up by F. B. Clapcott a r ~ d  sold to Tesche- 
maker, who sub-leased i t  to W. I-I. S. Roberts, and then 
sold to Schlotel Rros. 

Captain McKenzie was born in Ross-shire, and entered 
the Indian Army. On leaving the army he emigrated to 
New Zealand in 1.856, iind settled in 1858 on the Glen- 
kenich Run. In  1863, and again in 1867, he was elected 
a member of the Provincial Council for the Clutha. He 
died on December 5th, 1892, aged sisty-four years. 

Jloa Flat was taken up by the Challners Rros., who 
had resided for a time in the South JZolyneux District. 
After securing t,heir run, they visited Victoria in search 
of capital and sheep. Clarke, the famous squatter and 
capitalist, supplied both. Two thousanci yourig nlerinos 
were shipped on a German barque, and landed on the 
beach at  Kororo Creek, near Port Molyneux. The sheep 
were boated ashore, and on one of the trips from ship 
to lancl the mate and boatswain, frightened by a roller 
half filling their boat in the surf. jumped overboard on 
the lee sicle, and the boat rolling sideways on them crushed 
both to death. The boat then righted herself and floated 
ashore. Not a sheep was lost, although tm70 lives had been 
sacrificed throngh the men losing their jndgnlent when in 
the surf. The ul~fortunate accident was witnessed by 
some settlers! who soon recovered the bodies, which mere 
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buried alongside the renlains of a nian ilanietl Cook on 
a spot now marked by a brier bush. 

The whole flock of sheep, minus a few that  had died 
on the voyage was landed safely, and then a big mistake 
was made. Instead of moving them straight away to i\Ioa 
Flat. they were kept on a small area of cleared lane1 in 
the vicinity. When a move was made. they were driven 
in one mob and became jammed in a narrow pass, hun- 
dreds being smothered. Tutn killed many more, and 
finally about 1,100 sheep debouched from the bush on to  
the clear country allout Puerua, leaving about 900 carcases 
for  the Jfaori dogs ancl hawks to  deronr. This was a 
calamitous start ,  as the young sheep had cost about £3 
a head when lanclecl in S e w  Zealand. I t  is not known how 
many reached Moa Flat. but  no doubt tutu. wild dogs, 
ancl the swampy creeks accountecl for a goodly number, 
especially as no practical clrovers or shepherds accom-
panied the iiock en route. 

Clarke carried on the Chalnlers for  some years, but, 
finding they were doing no gootl, came to Otago in  the 
'sixties ancl foreclosed on his stock mortgage. He  sole1 
the station to  a dunlmy, and ultimately converted the 
75.000 acres into a freehold. 
. One of the finest forests in Otago grew in the early 

days on the sicles of the mountain acljoining Tapanui, but  
i t  has now disappearecl. Ilar7ing been sa\lrn u p  into timber 
or split np for fencing and firewood. John Patterson 
was the founder of the timber industry in Tapanui. I-Ie 
came in 1860 ;rith .Joseph Sherlaw, and elit a good cleal 
of timber by hand in the old-fashioned saw pits. He  then 
pnt up a water wheel on the banlrs of the Floclden Creek 
between Pinkerton's Bush and the Main Bush. In  1865 
he r e m o ~ e d  his sawmill, improving ancl enlarging i t  con- 
siclerably. The first two loads o i  timber were taken in 
bullock drays to  Lawrence. the price heinp 20s. per 100ft. 
a t  the mill. cartage an extra. 

In 1866, Swan, Brand. Smart. and ?t[c(:lelland started 
a second mill, which they sold t c  JTr. 3IcCol1, who again 
disposed of i t  to  William McFarlane. This mill was 
known as the Camperdown Sawmill. 

In 1864 t,he rnnholders clubbed together and arranged 
to give 225 each as a stipend to  a minister of the Gospel, 
and  the Rer.  .James Urie. of West Taieri. was asked to  
take charge of the  district. H e  agreed to clo so, and a 
comfortable manse was erected in the  hush close to the 



Flocltlen. He visited the lionie station of each eolitril)utol, 
somewhere every Snnclay. until February, 1866, when, a t  
the urgent request of the settlers. he agreed to hold 
service in the  rillage of Tapanni. His first sermon there 
was preached in the carpenter's hhop belonging to James 
Inglis. JLr. T'rie continued his good ~vorlc until A ~ r i l ,  
1871. when he passecl to  his rest. 

I11 1868 a school was established. ancl JIr .  C;. 8.Neish 
mas appointetl teacaller. He ope~:ecl the  school with only 
seven scliolars. and  from this small beginning has risen 
tlie present IIigli School. tlie tearher of which is Mr. TV. 
W. 	JIaclcie. 

Thih briefly is a short s k ~ t c h  of the settlelnent 
extentling from the JIolyneuu. inr.lurling Inch-Clntha and 
the north side of the river, onward to  Tapanni. !If course, 
change.; in the o~vnership of the various rnns  and farms 
frecluently took place. hut it h;is heen the effort of the  
writer to  give as correctly as he possibly coulcl the names 
of those who originally took np  the land, and where tha t  
was hot possible the  names of those \vho first settled. and 
thanks are  tlue to thos(~ who so lzintlly and conrteonsly 
supplied information. 

J lany of the early settlers in Cl1itli:3 firmly believed 
tliilt. with such a river as  the Jlolyneus close to their 
hand. i t  \vonld I)e only a niatter of time when a magni- 
ficent fieet of t rading craft  \ ~ o l ~ l d  open up to them direct 
commnnication to the  outer worlcl. Unfortunately for  
their beliefs. the  lno~i th  of the river \l7as 1)loclrecl by a 
bar, which rendered the entrance extremely dangerous. 
However, their hopes seemed about to  1)e realised when 
the schooner "Encleavonr" first entered the river. a 
Maori namecl Potilci being in charge. Other vessels of 
moderate draught caarrir in. ant1 Andrew JlcSeil  often 
toured a boat with his bullocks as f a r  as I'inegantl. Other 
boats came to ~ v h e r e  Griffiths' is now. ancl some went u p  
the Puerna as f a r  as Retlpath's store. 011 one occasion 
the -"Geelong" went 11p as  f a r  as Archihald Anclerson's 
place a t  Halmoral. ancl toolc the  whole family on hoarcl 
for  a t r ip  to Duneilin. 

On Jannar?r 17th. 2857, the  "Endeavour" was 
~irreekecl. ancl on January 11th. 1861. the p.s. "Ada" was 
wreclteii in attempting to cross the bar. Hopes fell to  
zero. and i t  was felt tha t  the difficulties were almost 
insuperable. 


















