
72 HISTORY OF SCOTLASD. 

JAMES TI-IE SIXTH. 

1680-1 682. 

COXTEMPORARY PRIWCES. 
I .  F?.nl~ce. Wcrsinwy. Sj~ni?~. Poitfrgnl.' PI]I)P. 
I:lirnhetL. I IIenry I l l .  I ltadolph 11. I Philip 11. 1 Pllilip 11. I Cregor) SI11. 

FOR some time after this, Elizabeth's policy towards 
Scotlaild was of that vacillating and contradictorykind 
which estranged her friends, and gave confidence to  
her opponents. She had been early warned by Sir 
ltobert Bowes, then resident at  Berwick, of the great 
strength of the confederacy a t  the head of which 
Lennox had placed himself, and that soon no efforts 
would avail against it.' " Such had been," he said, 
"the success of the French intrigues, that Scotland 
was running headlong the French course ;"%nd that 
everything tended to the ovel.throw of religion,-by 
which we must lunderstand hiin as nleaning the Pres- 

1 MS. Letter, St. P. Off. 27th June, 1680, Bowes to Wnl.. 
singliam. Also, 1st Sept., 1580, Tvalsinghanl to Bowes. Also, ~ t l l  
Sel~t., 1680, Bowes to T\ralsingliam ; and 18th Sept., 1580, 7iTal- 
singlianl to Bowes. Orig. Draft. 
' 1118. I,etter, St. P. Of .  n o ~ t s  to 7iT\'nlsinglia~n, lot11 Aug., 
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byterian party in that conntry. " Still," he added, 
all was not irrecoverable, if the Queen would dis- 

miss her parsimony, and take the true way to  secure 
friends." But Elizabeth was deaf to these remon- 
strances. She alternately flattered, remonstrated, 
and threatenecl; but she resolutely refused to  "go 
to any charges ;" and the effects of her indecision and 
neglect were soon apparent.' 

Lennox grew daily more formidable. As he was 
supported by the favour of the Icing, and the coun- 
tenance and money of France, he drew into his party 
the most powerful of the nobility. His possessions 
and landed property were already great. Favour 
after favour was bestowed. Himself, or his friends 
and retainers, held some of the strongest castles in 
Scotland ; and not long after this, Walsingham, who 
was anxiously watching his power, heard, with dis- 
may, from Bowes, that Dumbarton, one of the most 
iinportant keys of the kingdom, was to be delivered 
to  the favourite." 

This last determination incensed Elizabeth to the 
highest pitch. She had for some time been engaged 
in a secret correspondence with the captain of the 
castle, the noted Cunningham of Drumquhassel, who 
had promised to retain it a t  her devotion ; and on the 

MS. Letters, St. P. Off. Draft, Walsingllam to Bowes, 31st 
Aug., l580 ; and same to same, 10th Aug., 1580. Also, Orig. 
Draft, Elizabeth to Morton, 22d June, 1580; and Bowes to Wal- 
singl~am, 9th July, 1580. Also, Orig. Draft, Walsingllanl to 
Dowes, 1st June, 1580. 

2 198. Letter, St. P. Of?'. Ro~rcs to Tvalsiagl~nni ant1 hl-gli- 

l ~ y ,  Aug. 31, 1330. 
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first intimation that it was to  be placed in the hands 
of Lennox, she ordered Sir Robert Bowes to  ride 
post from Berwick into Scotland, with a fiery mes- 
sage, to be delivered to  the Scottish Council. The 
imperious and unscrupulous temper of the Queen was 
strongly marked in his instructions. I f  he found the 
fortress (for so its great strength entitled it to be 
called) undelivered, he was to remonstrate loudly 
against its being surrendered to  one who, whatever 
mask the Pope alIowed him to  wear, was in his heart 
an enemy t o  the Gbspel. I f  it was too late, and the 
castle already given up, he was instantly to  confer 
with Morton how so fatal a step could be remedied : 
"Either (to quote the words of the instructions) by 
laying violent hands on the Duke and his principal 
associates, in case no other more temperate course 
can be found, or by some other way that by him 
might be thought meet."* 

Bowes hurried on to  Edinburgh ; met with Mor- 
ton, whom he found still bold, and ready to  engage 
in any attack upon his rival ; and had already given 
him " some comfort to  prick him on"-meaning, no 
doubt, an advance in money, when new letters arrived 
from the Queen. A single day had revived her par- 
simony,and cooIed her resentment : i t  would be better, 
ahe thought, to  try persuasion first, and forbear ad- 
vising force, or any promise of assistance. None 
could answer' for the consequences of a civil war. 

Orig. Draft, St. P. Off. Walsingha~ii to Bowes, Aug. 30, 
1550. Endorsed hy TVnlsin,qham's hand, " My letter to Mr 
Bowes." 
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They might seize the young King, carry him to 
Dumbarton, and thence transport him to France.' 

Bowes was directed, at  the same time, to alarm 
James' fears, for a second time, on the subject of the 
succession,-to assure him, in great secrecy, that if he 
continued obstinately to prefer D'Aubipy's persua- 
sions to the counsels of his mistress, his right would 
be cut off by an act of Parliament, and the title to 
the English throne established in the person of 
a n ~ t h e r . ~  This threat, however, had been so often 
repeated, that it produced not the slightest effect; 
and Elizabeth soon after recalled her Ambassador, 
commanding him, before he left the Scottish Court, to 
upbraid the King with his ingratitude. His farewell 
interview was a stormy one. " His royal mistress," 
he said, "was bitterly mortified t'o find that this was 
all the return for her care of James ever since his 
cradle. She had little expected to be treated with 
contempt, and to see promoted to credit and honour 
the very man against whom she had expressed so 
much suspicion and dislike ; but hereafter, he might 
find what it was to  prefer a Duke of Lennox before 
a Queen of Eng la~d . "~  

This retirement of Bowes greatly strengthened 
D'Aubigny. The young King became more attached 
to the intereats of France : he entered into communi- 
cation with his mother, the imprisoned Queen; tlnd 

' MS. St. P. Off. Walsingham to Bowe~, 1st Sept., 1580. 
St. P. Off. Copy. Walsi~l~ham to Bowes, 10th %pt., 1580. 
Orig. Draft, St. P. Off. JVnlsinghnm to 'Bowes, '7th Oct., 

l5SO.  
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whilst the courts of Romp, Paris, ancl Madrid, united 
their endeavours to procure her liberty, Lennox per- 
suaded James to second their efforts, and to over- 
whelm their opponents by a mighty stroke. This was 
the destruction of Morton, the bitterest enemy of the 
Scottish Queen, and whose recent intrigues with the 
English Anlbassador had shown that, although his 
power was diminished, his will to work their ruin 
was as active as before. Their plot against him, 
which had been in preparation for some time, was 
now ripe for execution, and it was determined to 
arraign him as guilty of the murder of Darnley. 
That he had been an active agent in the conspiracy 
against that unhappy Prince, was certain and that 
Archibald Douglas, another powerful member of the 
house of Douglas, had been personally present a t  the 
murder was well known: but this could be said of 
others who had escaped prosecution; and as to 
Moston, although shorn of much of his power and 
lnstre, he was still so dreaded that no one, for many 
years, had dared to whisper an accusation against 
him. The arrival of Lennox, however, had changed 
the - scene ; and this new favourite of his Sovei-eign 
was now risen to,such a height of power, that, find- 
ing the late Regent intriguing with Elizabeth against 
him, he determined to pull down and destroy his 
enemy a t  once. 

For thispurpose many things then assisted. J9or- 
ton had quarrelled with the Kirk, and lost the confi- 
dence of its ministers ; he was hated by the people 
for his nvnricc 2nd aercrc c ~ ~ c t i o n s  dnring his 



~~egency; aiid 11is steady adherence to England had 
made him odious to the friends of the imprisoned 
Queen, and the party of France. Lennox, therefore, 
had every hope of success ; and to effect his purpose, 
he employed a man well calculated to cope with such 
an antagonist. This was James Stewart, Captain of 
the Royal Guard, and second son of Lord Ochiltree, 
who had already risen into great favour with the 
King, atnd was afterwards destined to act a noted 
part in the history of the country. Stewart had re- 
ceived a learned education ; and from the principles 
of his father, and his near connexion with Knox, 
who had married his sister; was probably destined 
for the Church. But his daring and ambitious char- 
acter threw him into acti1.e life : he embraced the 
profession of arms, served as a soldier of fortune in 
the wars of France and Sweden, visited Russia, and 
afterwards returned to his own country, where he 
soon won the confidence of the young King and the 
Duke of Lennox, by his noble presence and elegant 
accomplishments. Beneath these lighter attractions, 
however, he concealed a mind utterly reskless and 
licentious in its principles, confident and courageous 
to excess, intolerant of the opinions of other men, 
and uilscrupulous as to the means he adopted to raise 
himself into power. 

To this man, then only beginning to develop these 
qualities, was committed the bold task of arraigning 
Morton ; and to obtain complete proof of his guilt, 
it was arranged that Sir James Ralfour, who was 
believed to have in his possession the honcl for Darll- 
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ley's murder, and who was himself a principal assassin, 
should come secretly from France, and exhibit this 
paper with Morton's signature attached to it. 

In  this last scene of his life, the ex-Regent exhibited 
the hereditary pride and courage of the house of Dou- 
glas. He had been warned of the danger he incurred, 
and the storm which was about to burst over his 
head, two days before, when hunting with the King. 
But he derided it ; and on the last of December, the 
day on which he fell into the toils, took his place, as 
usual, at the Council table, where the King presided. 
After some unimportant business, the usher suddeilly 
entered and declared that Captain James Stewart 
was at the door, and earnestly craved an audience. 
The request was immediately granted ; and Stewart 
advancing to the table, fell on his knees, and instantly 
accused Morton of the King's murder. " My duty 
to your Highness," said he, addressing the King, "hams 
brought me here to reveal a wickedness that has 
been too long obscured. It was that man (pointing 
to the Earl) now sitting at this table, a place he is 
unworthy to occupy, that conspired your royal father's 
death. Let him be committed for trial, and I shall 
make good my words."' 

Amidst the amazement and confusion occasioned 
by this sudden and bold impeachment, the only per- 
son unmoved was Morton himself. Rising from his 
seat, he cast a momentalry and disdainful glance upon 

MS. Letter, St. P. Off. Bowes to TValsing11am ancl B~urgli- 
Icy, Jan. 1, 1580-l. 
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his accuser, and then firmly regarding the King, I 
know not," he said, " by whom this informer has been 
set on, and i t  were easy for one of my rank to  refuse 
all reply to so mean a person ; but I stand upon my 
innocence-I fear no trial. The rigour with which 
I have, prosecuted all suspected of that murder is well 
known ; and when I have cleared myself, it will be 
for your Majesty to determine what they deserve who 
have sent this perjured tool of theirs to  accuse me !" 
These bitter terms Stewart threw back upon the 
Earl with equal contempt and acrimony. " It is false, 
utterly false," he replied, " that any one has instiga- 
ted me to make this accusation. A horror for the 
crime, and zeal for the safety of my Sovereign, have 
been my only counsellors; and as to his pretended 
zeal against the guilty, let me ask him, where has he 
placed Archibald Douglas his cousin ? That most 
infamous of men, who was an a,ctor in the tragedy, 
is now a Sena,tor, promoted to  the highest seat of 
justice, and suffered to  pollute that tribunal before 
which he ought to have been arraigned as the mur- 
derer of his Prince." l 

This scene had begun calmly; but as these last 
words were uttered, Stewart had sprung upon his 
feet, and Morton laid his hand upon his sword, when 
Lords Lindsay and Cathcart threw themselves be- 
tween them, and prevented a personal encounter? 
The King then commanded both to be removed ; and, 

Spottiswood, p. 310. 
Harleian, 6999, fols. 3, 4, 5. Bowes to Walsinghanl, Jan. 7, 

Berwick, 1580-1. 



after a brief consnltation, the Jnsticc-clerk, who sat 
at the Council table, having declared that, on a cllarge 
of treason, the accused must instantly be warded, 
Morton was-first shut up in the palace, and after one 
day's interval, committed to the castle of Edinburgh. 
Even there, however, he was not deemed secure from 
a rescue; and his enemies were not contented till 
they had lodged him within the strong fortress of 
Dumbarton, of which Lennox, his great enemy, was 
governor? 

On the same day that the ex-Regent was com- 
mitted, the Council ordered his cousin, Archibald 
Douglas, to  be seized; and Hume of Manderston, 
with a party of horse, rode furiously all night to his 
castle of Morham : but Douglas had escaped, a few 
hours before, across the English Border, having re- 
ceived warning from his friend the Laird of Long 
Niddry, who rode two horses to death in bringing 
him the news.2 Lennox and his faction, however, 
had made sure of their principal victim ; and all was 
now headlong haste to hurry on his trial, and have 
the tragedy completed, before any interruption could 
be made, or any succour arrive. Yet-this was not 
easily accomplished. The story of his seizure had 
effectually roused Elizabeth. Randolph was de- 
spatched on the spur of the moment, to carry a vio- 
lent remonstrance to  the King ; and Lord Hunsdon, 

1 Calderwood, MS. Hist. Brit. MW. Ayscough, sub anno 1581, 
fol. 1115. Also, MS. Letter, St. P. Oft: Walsingham to Ran- 
dolph, 25th January, 1580-1. 

"1s. Calderwood, sub anno 1581, fu1. 11 16. 
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ller cousin, a proud and fiery soldier, received orders 
to raise the power of the north, and lead an army 
into Scotland.' 

But the envoy, on his arrival a t  Ed inb~rgh ,~  found 
it more difficult to raise a party for the delivery of 
Morton than he had anticipated. Matters were there 
in so violent a state, and the English alliance so un- 
~opular ,  that he dreaded as~a~ssination ; and prayed 
Walsingham, who had addressed him as an envoy, 
to vouchsafe him the name of an ambassador, if i t  
were merely for protection, a,nd to save him from 
personal violence." On sounding the dispositions of 
t l e  leading men, they appeared coldly affected. The 
Earl of Angus, indeed, Morton's nearest kinsman, 
was ready to peril all in the effort to save him ; hut 
he stood alone. The rest of the nobles were either 
banded with Lennox, or held themselves aloof, till 
Hunsdon's soldiers should be seen crossing, and not 
threatening to cross the Border, and till Randolph 
had begun to pay them in better coin than promises. 
They had been so often deceived by the artful diplo- 
macy of the English Queen ; she had already so fre- 
quently incited them to take arms, under a promise 
of assistance, and left them, when it was too late to 
retreat ; that they were full of distrust and suspicion. 
Nor was the audience with the young Icing in any 

' NIP. Letter, Pt. P. Off. ~ralsingl~am to Randolph, 8th Jan., 
1 .;SO-1. 

' Jan. 18, 1580-1. 
MS. St. P. Off. Rnndolpt~ to Walsinghan~, Jan. 22, 1680-1, 

Sunday. IIe arrived in Edinburgl~ on Wednesday the 18th Jan., 
1 .i80-I. 
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way more encouraging. James had been irritated 
on Randolph's first arrival, by his refusal to have 
any intercourse with his favourite Lennox;' and 
when the envoy attempted to  justify himself, and 
offered to prove, by the production of an intercepted 
letter, that he was an agent of Rome and the house 
of Guise, and carried on a secret intelligence with 
the enemies of both kingdoms, the monarch answered 
with much spirit, that Lennox was an honourable 
nobleman, his own near kinsman, and that the accu- 
sation was perfectly false. He  had come from mo- 
tives of affection to visit him ; and as for the inter- 
cepted letter he spoke of, from the Bishop of Glasgow 
to  the Pope, if any such existed, it was either a 
forgery, or a de'sign of that prelate for Lennox7s 
ruin. " The Bishop's character," said James, " is 
well known ; he is my declared traitor and rebel ; a 
favourer and kinsman of the Hamiltons, the mortal 
foes of the house of Lennox ; and no one ~ ~ o u l d  be 
more likely than Beaton to think his labour well 
bestowed, if, by his letters and intrigues, he might 
cause me to  suspect and discard my kinsman, who 
h a s  embraced the true religion, and is zealous for my 
honour and interest. On this head," he added, " the 
Duke is anxious for the fullest investigation, and 
will refuse no manner of trial to justify himself from 
so false a slander ; and as to the trial of Morton, (he 
concluded,) my good sister cannot be .more solicitous 
on that head than I myself. But what would she 

1 MS. St. P. Off. Randolph to Walsingham, 22d Jan., 1.580-1, 
Edinburgh, Sunday. 
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have ? Can she complain, that a man accused, in my 
own presence, of the murder of my father, has been 
imprisoned till the evidence be collected against him ; 
or is it reasonable to be angry because the day of 
trial is not fixed, when she is aware that Arcl~ibald 
Douglas, a principal witness, has fled into England, 
and that till the Queen of England delivers him up, 
Morton cannot possibly be arraigned ?l 

To all this Randolph had little to reply ; and every 
day convinced him more deeply than the preceding, 
that Morton's fate was sealed. Elizabeth, indeed, 
had at first talked proudly and authoritatively of her 
determination to save him; and her ministers and 
soldiers borrowed her tone. Walsingham declared 
to Randolph, that if a hair of Morton's head were 
touched, it would cost the Queen of Scots her life.2 
Hunsdon addressed to the same Ambassador a blus- 
tering epistle, anticipating his speedy invasion of 
Scotland, and full of threats against the "petty fel- 
lows" who were about the King of S ~ o t s . ~  Leicester, 
whose opinion ought to have had still greater weight, 
expressed himself in ominous and warning words: 
alluding to the dreadful fate of Darnley, " Let that 
young King take 'heed," said he. " If  he prove 
unthankful to his faithful servants so soon, he cannot 
long tarry in that soil. Let the speed of his prede- 
cessors be his warningw4 Bowes declared, that if 

l MS. St. P. Off. The King of Scots and his Council's Answer 
to  Mr Raadolph, 7th Feb., 1,580-1. 
' MS. St. P. Off. Valsingham to Randolph, 9th Feb., 1580-1. 

MS. St. P. Off. Hunsdon to Randolph, 3d Feb., 1580-1. 
?t4S. St. P. Off. Leicester to Rmdolpli, 15th Feb., 1580-1. 
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Lennos were permitted to  triumph, and Morton to 
fall, the quarrel would be no longer about the trifles 
of the Borders, but the right to  the crown; in which 
Scotland would be assisted by France and Spain, and 
fortified by a large party within England? And 
the wise Burghley, in his "Directions" to Ilandolph, 
urged the necessity of immediate action to save Scot- 
land from the domination of a concealed Papist-so he 
described Lennox-who, whatever he might pretend 
to  the contrary, had been permitted by the Court of 
Rome to dissemble his religion.? . 

But this energy was short-lived, and spent itself 
in words. Hunsdon, after all his threats, protracted 
his levies ; not an English soldier crossed the Border ; 
and no decided support or supplies of money could 
be extracted from the calltion and parsimony of the 
English Queen; whilst on the part of Lennox and 
his adherents, all was vigour and warlike prepara- 
tion. The whole force of the realm was summoned 
to  be in readiness to resist the English aimy. Bands 
of " waged soldiers'-so termed to  distinguish them 
from the feudal militia of the country, who served 
without pay-were enlisted, and added to  the ordi- 
nary guard about the Icing's person ; and the three 
Estates assembled to vote supplies for the exigencies 
of the expected war with England. 

Before this Parliament Randolph appeared and 

1 MS. St. P. Off. Bowes to Leicester, 14th March, 1580-1, 
Berwick. 

2 318. St. P. Off. Directions sent to 11s- Randolph, wholly in 
Burglrley's hand, l 7th Feb., 1350-1. 
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made his last great effort to  bring about the deliver- 
ance of Morton, and overthrow the power of Lennox, 
by open negotiation and remonstrance. He  spoke 
for two hours: insisted with much earnestness on 
the benefits to be derived from the friendship of his 
royal mistress ; described, in glowing terms, the dan- 
gers to be apprehended from Lennox, whom he de- 
nounced as an agent of France and Rome ; and pro- 
duced an intercepted letter from the Bishop of Ross, 
to prove his allegations. All these exertions, how- 
ever, came too late, and were utterly unsuccessful, 
Lennox denied the charge, and demanded the fullest 
investigation. The Parliament promised forty thou- 
sand pounds to support ' the preparations aga,inst 
England ; daily rumours of war, and whisperings of 
the intrigues and conspiracies which were fomented 
by the English diplomatist, agitated and inflamed the 
country ; and at last, as Randolph himself described 
it, " Every day bred a new disorder ; rnen began to be 
stirring in all parts ; the Ambassador grew odious, his 
death suspected, and the Court in a manner desperate." l 

These suspicions of conspiracies were not without 
foundation ; for, from the moment of his arrival;. 
Randolph had kept in his eye the third article in his 
instructions, which was, to raise a faction against 
Lennox, and employ force, either in seizing his per- 
son, or putting him to death in some open attack, if 
more coriciliatory measures failed.2 It was hoped 

MS. St. P. Off. Mr Rnndolph's Xegotistion in Scotland. 
MS. Instructions to Mr Randolph, Jan. 6, 1580-1. Also, 

lfetnorial for Secret Objects. Caligula, C. ri. 104-106. 
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that in this way the party in the interest of England 
might secure the person of the young King, and re- 
move from him those obnoxious ministers who per- 
suaded him to  throw himself into the arms of France, 
and to seek the  liberty of the imprisoned Queen. 
The great advocates for this plan were Sir Robert 
Bowes, Lord Hnnsdon, Lord Huntingdon, and the 
Earl of Angus ; but they differed somewhat as to  the 
best mode of proceeding. Bowes seemed to have 
the least scruples as to employingforce, for the sepa- 
rating James from his favourite. I n  a letter to  
Walsingham or Bu~ghley,' written shortly after Ran- 
dolph's arrival, he informed his coi~espondent, that 
the Scottish nobles were drawing to an association; 
and that, amid the pageants with which the King 
and Lennox were then recreating the Court, " a  
strange masque might be, perhaps, seen a t  Holyrood," 
which wonld check the triumph of the farourite. 
Hunsdon, whose fiery temper on no occasion brooked 
much delay, recommended martial measures; and 
assured the English secretary, that Lennox must 
look for his dismissal t e  France, or to  " something 
worse."' Huntingdon, a nobleman of the highest 
honour in these clark times, " assured Randolph, that 
any attempt to restore English ascendancy by nego- 
tiation would be fruitless ; that open war must be 
deprecated ; and that to get out of their difficulties 

1 The address is lost. MS. Brit. Mus. Caligula, C. vi. fol. 113. 
Bowes to -, 7th February, 1580-1, Berwick. 

"Iarleian, 6999, fol. 203. Hunsdon to TValsingham, 6th Feb., 
1580-1. 
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by ' murder' would be worst of all : but, he added, 
that he could see no objection to  another method, 
which had been already resorted to with success, and 

- that more than once, in Scottish history. Why may 
not some of the nobility, assisted by England, say to 
the King,-' Your Grace is young ; you cannot judge 
for yourself, and must be rescued from this French 
stranger, who abuses your confidence ;' and then," he 
added, " if Lennox resisted and took arms, let them 
unarm him if they can, and let our royal mistress 
assist them."' 

Amidst these various and conflicting opinions, Ran- 
dolph laboured busily, and with the ardour of a man 
in his native element ; so that at  last a band or asso- 
ciation was "packed up," to use the common phrase of 
the times, amongst the nobles ; and Rowes informed 
Leicester of the intentions of the conspirators, in a 
letter which shows, when taken in connexion with a 
communication addressed the day after by Walsing- 
ham to  Lord Hunsdon, that the design of the noblex 
was to  seize the person of the King; and secure, or 
perhaps murder, Lennox. " Albeit," said Bowes, 
"the levy of the forces newly assembled in Edin- 
burgh and elsewhere, and the planting them about 
the King, to guard his person against suspected 
surprise or violence, doth greatly threaten the stay 
or defeat of the purposes intended, whereof I know 
your Lordship is advertised ; yet I am in good hope, 
that, if any opportunity be found, the parties asso- 

l MS. Letter, St. P. Off, 13untingdon to Rnndolph, 218t March, 
1580-1. 
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ciatc will, with good courage, attempt the matter." 
To this, Elizabeth, who knew and directed all, re- 
plied, that she would hear of no violence being offered 
to  the King's person ; but as for D'Aubigny, she could 
be 'content he were surprised, provided it could be 
executed when he was found separated from his 
young master.' The extent of violence or bloodshed 
sanctioned under this word, " surprised," cannot be 
precisely fixed ; but to  those who knew the character 
of the Scottish nobles of those days, aiid none knew 
i t  better than the English Queen, it conveyed, no 
doubt, ail emphatic meaning. 

The 'conspirators thus encouraged, completed their 
arrangements. They succeeded i11 corrupting some 
of the royal household; by their connivance, forged 
keys for the King's private apartments were made ; 
and they thus hoped to enter tlie palace, seize the 
young monarch; put Lennox, Argyle, aiid I\fontrose 
to  death, and send James to England.2 Rut Leanos, 
~vllen on the'very point of being cut off, was saved 
by an uncspected discovery ; and Morton, when his 
prison began to  be cheered by the n:ar prospect of 
escape, found himself more hopelessly situated than 
before. The chief actors in the association for his 
rescue were the Earls of Angus and Mar. With 
Angus, Randolph had arranged all in nightly meet- 
ings, ,, held sometimes in the fields, sometimes at Dal- 

1 MS. Letter, St. P. Off. 14th March, 1580-1. Bowes to Lei- 
ccfiter. Also, MS. Brit. Mus., EIarleian, 6099, fol. 479. Orig. 
Draft, Walsiilgliam to Honsdon, 15th  arch, 1580-1. 

&IS. Harleian, copy of the time. Ranclolph to Hunsdon, 
3Iarch 20, 1580-1. 
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keith. The Laird of Whittingham, a Douglas, and 
brother to the noted Archibald Douglas, was a prin- 
cipal conspirator, and intrusted with their most secret 
intentions ; and four confidential servants of Morton, 
named Fleck, or Affleck, Nesbit, Reid, and Jerdan, 
were principal agents in the plot, and knew all i ts  
ramifications. Lord Hunsdon, who had a high ad- 
lniration of Angus, was, as we have seen, deeply 
imilicated : his forces vr7ere in readiness to advance 
from Berwick into Scotland, and he only waited for 
the signal which was to be the news of the King's 
seizure ; when Lennos, receiving some hint which 
awakened his suspicion, seized Douglas of Whitting- 
ham, threatened him with the rack, and obtained a 
revelation of the whole. Morton7s servants, Fleck, 
Nesbit, Reid, and Jerdan, were instantly arrested 
and put to the torture. Angus was banished beyond 
Spey ; Randolph, whose intrigues were laid bare, fled 
precipitately to  Berwick, after having been nearly 
slain by a shot fired into his study ; l and Elizabeth, 
disgusted by the treachery of Whittingham, and the 
utter failure of the plot against Lennox, commanded 
Hnnsdon to dismiss his forces, recalled Randolph, 
ancl abandoned Morton to his fate. 

This, it was now evident, could not be long averted. 
His enemies were powerful and clamorous against 
him. Captain James Stewart, the accuser of the ex- 

' &IS. St. P. Off. Randolph to Walsingham, 25th March, 
1580. Randolph affects to " snspend" his judgment of the truth 
of all this confession of Whittingham till further trial. There seems 
to be little doubt that he  knew all the particullars of the plot prc- 
rious to the confession, and bore a principal part in arranging it. 
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R,egent, had openly declared, if they by whom he had 
been urged to  this daring enterprise, did not make 
an end of the old tyrant, he would soon make an 
end of them.' The confession of Whittingham, and 
of Iforton's confidential servants, had furnished his 
enemies with evidence sufficient to bring him to  the 
scaffold ;2 and although Angus, Ra,ndolph, and Huns- 
don still continued their plots, it was found impossi- 
ble to carry them into execution. One by one the 
various Earls and Barons, whose assistance had been 
bought by Elizabeth, dropped off, and made their peace 
with the stronger party ;3 till a t  last Morton wa,s left 
alone, ancl nothing remained to be done but to sacri- 
fice the victim. . 

For this purpose, Sterna,& his accuser, and Rlon- 
trose, were coinmissioned to bring him from Dum- 
barton to the capital. I n  those dark d a ~ s  many 
prophetic wa,rnings hung over ancient houses; and 
among the rest, was one which predicted that the 
bloody hea,rt, the emblem of the lionse of Douglas, 
would fall by Arran. This saying Morton affected 
to  despise ; for the Earl of Arran was deacl, ancl the 
Hamiltons, his enemies, in whose family this title 
was hereditary, were now banished and broken men. 
But Stewart, his implacable foe, had recently pro- 
cured from the King the gift of the vacant earldom, 

1 3IS. St. P. Off. 11th Jan., 1580-1, 130n7es to Lord Burghlcy 
and Sir Fr. VTalsingham. 

2 318. St. P. Off. Randolph to Tl'dsingham, 25tl1 Blarcll, 
1581. 

MS. I-Iarleinn, 6999, fol. 527. Randolp11 to Hunsdon, Edin- 
burgh, 23d D1arc11, 1380-1. 
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though the news of his promotion had never reached 
the captive8 in his prison a t  Dumbarton. When 
Morton, therefore, read the name of Arran in the 
commission, he started, exclaiming, " Arran ! who is 
that?  the Earl of Arran is dead." "Not so," said 
the attendant; "that title is now held by Captain 
3ames Stewart." "And is it so?" said he-the 
prediction flashing across his memory. " Then, in- 
cleed, all is oyer ; and I know what I must look for."' 

Yet, although hopeless as  to the result, nothing 
could be more calm or undaunted than the temper 
in which he met it. During his long imprisonment, 
he had expressed contrition for his sinful courses ; 
deplored the many crimes into which ambition and 
the insatiable love of power had plunged him; and 
sought for rest in the consolations of religion, and the 
constailt study of the Holy Scriptures. At the same 
time, his preparations for the worst had not prevented 
him from taking as active a part against his enemies 
as his captivity w o ~ ~ l d  allow. 

H e  was brought to trial on the first of June, five 
months after his arrest ; and such was still either the 
lingering dread of his power, or the terror of some 
attempt at  rescue,. that the whole town was in arms. 
Two companies of soldiers were placed a t  the Cross, 
two bands above the Tolbooth; whilst the citizens 
armed also, and with another body of troops filled 
the principal street, for the purpose of conducting him 
from his lodging to the Tolbooth, where the trial took 
place. His indictment contained twelve head8 of 

Spottkwood, p. 313. 
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accusation, or "dittny;" but the paper has not been 
preserved ; and this is the less material, as the pro- 
ceedings had scarcely begun, when a letter from the 
Icing was presented, commanding the Jury to confine 
their attention solely to the most important charge, 
his accession to the murder of the late King, his 
father. On this point, absolute and direct proof 
might not have been easily procured ; for it turned 
out that Sir James Balfour either did not possess, or 
mould not produce, the bond for Darnley's murder. 
But Morton's own defence supplied this defect ; for 
although he denied that he had ever procured, or given 
his consent to the death of Darnley, he distinctly 
admitted that he knew the murder was to be com- 
mitted, and had concealed i t ;  upon which confession 
the Jury found him guilty. 

The terms in which their sentence was embodied 
mere the same as those still employed in Scotland. 
It declared him " convicted of counsel, concealing, 
and being art alnd part of the King's murder." And 
upon hearing these last words read aloud, the*Earl, 
who had maintained the greatest calmness and tem- 
per during the trial, became deeply agitated. Art 
and part !" said he, with great vehemence, and strik- 
ing the table repeatedly with a little baton or staff 
which he usually carried. "Art and part! God 
knoweth the contrary." It is evident that he drew 
the distinction between an active contrivance and 
approval, and a passive knowledge and concealment 
of the plot for Darnley's assassination. 

On the morning of the day on whicli he suffered, 
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some of the leading ministers of the Kirk, with whom 
he had been much a t  variance on the subject of 
Episcopacy, breakfasted with him in the prison, and 
a long and interesting conference took place, of which 
the particulars have been preserved, in a narrative 
drawn up by those who were present.' I t  is difficult 
for any one who reads this account, and who is 
acquainted with the dark and horrid crimes which 
stained the life of Morton, not to be painfully struck 
with the disproportion between his expressions of 
contrition, and his certain anticipations of immediate 
glory and felicity. The compunction for his many 
crimes-murder, tyranny, avarice, cruelty, lust, and 
all the sins which were the ministers of his exorbi- 
tant ambition and pride-is so slight, that we feel 
perplexed as to the sincerity of a repentance wlrich: 
seems to sit so easily. He  speaks of the murder of 
Riccio, or as he terms it, " the slaughter of Davie," 
in which he acted so prominent a pa'rt, without an 
expression of regret ; and appears to have lost almost 
every recollection of his former life, in his prospect 
of instant admission into the society of the blessed. 
Yet all may have been, nay, let us hope all was sin- 
cere ; and whilst.it is vain to speculate upon a state 
of mind known only to Him who sees the heart, 
allowance must be made for the character of an 
age familiar with blood; for the peculiar, and 
almost ultra-Calvinistic, theology of the divines 
who ministered to  him in his last moments; and 
the possibility of inaccuracy in the narrative itself, 

Bail~iatyne's Memorials, Bannatyne Club Edition, p. 317. 
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which was not read over to him before his death. 
I n  speaking of the assassination of the King, he dis- 
tinctly repeated his admissions made a t  the trial; 
affirming that he, in common with many others, knew 
that Darnley was to  be cut off, but did not dare to 
forewarn him ; and adding, that the Queen was the 
contriver of the whole plot. 

These conferences took place on the day in which 
he suffered ; and his friends amongst the clergy had 
scarcely left him, when his keeper entered his room, 
and desired him to  come forth to the scaffold. He  
appeared surprised, and observed, that having been 
so much troubled that day with worldly matters, he 

. had hoped that one night at  least would have been 
allowed him to have advised ripely with his God. 
" But, my Lord," said the keeper, "they will not 
wait, and all things are ready." " If .it be so," 
answered he, " I praise God I am ready also ;" and, 
after a short prayer, he passed down to  the gate of 
the palace to  go to the scaffold. Here another in- 
terruption took place ; for Arran, his mortal enemy, 
was waiting on the steps, and requested. him to  tarry 
till his confession, which had been made to the min- 
isters, had been written down, and brought to  him 
for his signature. But this reimmersion into worldly 
affairs he entreated to  be spared. " Bethink you, 
my Lord," said he, "that I have far other things 
now to  advise upon. I am about to die: I must 
prepare for my God. Ask me not to write now; 
all these good men (pointing to the ministers) can 
testify what I have spoken in that matter." With 
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this Arran professed himself satisfied; but his im- 
*ortunity was not at  an end ; for he added that Mor- 
ton must be reconciled to him before he proceeded 
farther. To this the Earl willingly agreed ; observ- 
ing, that now was no time to reckon quarrels, and 
that he forgave him and all, as he himself hoped for 
forgiveness. He then proceeded to the scaffold, 
which he ascended with a firm step ; and turning to 
the people, repeated, shortly, his confession of the 
foreknowledge of the King's murder, only suppress- 
ing the name of his near relative, Mr Archibald Dou- 
glas. He  declared that he died in the profession of 
the gospel as it was a t  that day taught and established 
in Scotland ; and exhorted the people, if they hoped 
for the favour of Heaven, to  hold fast the same. Mr 
James Lawson, one of the ministers, then prayed 
aloud ; and, during this act of devotion, Morton, who 
had thrown himself, with his face on the ground, be- 
fore the block on which he was to suffer, was observed 
to be deeply affected. In his agitation, his whole 
frame was convulsed with sighs and sobs bursting 
from his bosom ; and his body rebounded from the 
earth on which he lay along. On rising up, however, 
his face was calm and cheerful ; he shook his friends 
by the hand, bidding them farewell with many ex- 
pressions of kindness; and having declined to have 
his hands bound, knelt down, and laid his neck upon 
the block. At this awful moment, Mr James Law- 
son, stooping forward to his ear, read some verses 
from the Scripture, which Morton repeated with a 
firm voice. As he pronounced the words, " Lord 
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Jesus, receive my spirit ! "-the axe descended, and the 
imperfect sentence died upon the lips, which quivered 
and were silent for ever? The execution took place 
about four o'clock on the evening of Friday the 2d 
of June. It was remarked that Fernyhirst, who 
was known to have been acquainted with the murder 
of the King, stood in a window opposite the scaffolcl. 
He  was recognised by a conspicuous feature in his 
dress-his large ruffles ; and seemed to take delight 
in the spectacle. The people also remarked that 
Lord Setoq ancl his two sons had taken great care to 
secure a good view of a11 that passed, by pulling 
down a stair which would have intercepted their 
view of. the ~caffold.~ 

On the day after Morton suffered, George Binning, 
a servant of Archibald Douglas, was executed for his 
participation in the murder of the King. The con- 
fession of this accomplice threw some additional 
light on this dark story. He affirmed, that his 
master, Archibald Douglas, who was then an ad- 
herent of the Earl of Bothwell, was present a t  thc 
deed, and, in his haste to  leave the spot, lost one of 
his slippers ; that, when his master came home, his 
clothes were full of clay and soil, occasioned, no 
doubt, by the explosion ; and that, in retreating from 
the scene of the murder, he (Binning) encountered, 

1 MS. Calderwood, Brit. Mus., Ayscougl~, 4736, fol. 11.56. 
Morton's head was fixed on the Tolbooth, on the highest stone of 
the gable towards the public street. There is a fine original pic- 
ture of the Regent Morton at Dalmalloy, near Edinburgli, the sent 
of tlie present Earl of RIorton. It lias been engraved by Lodge. 

S Id. Ibid. - 



at the foot of a narrow lane near the spot, certain 
musselled men," meaning men who had disguised 

themselves bp muffling their faces in their cloaks; 
one of whom, as he con,jectured by his voice, was a 
brother of Sir Jamcs Bdfour.' 

The death of Morton was followed, as  was to be 
expected, by the concentration of the vholc power of 
the state in the hands of the Earl of Lennox and 
Captain Stewart, now Earl of Arran. This necessarily 
Iccl*to the revival of the influence of France, and t o  
rcnewed intrigues by the friends of the Catholic faith, 
and the supporters of the imprisoned Queen. The  
prospects of the Protestant lords, and of the more 
zealous ministers of the Kirk, were proportionably 
overclouded ; the faction in the interest of England 
was thrown into despair; and reports of the most 
gloomy kind began to circulate through the country. 
It was said that religion was on the point of being 
dtered;  that the Icing would marry n Princess of 
the house of Lorrain; that the Duke of Guise had 
nlready written to him in the most friendly terms. 
and now for the first time had colidescended t o  call 
him King2 The conduct of Lennox u7a.s calclllated 
t o  confirm rather than mitigate these suspicions. H e  
professed, indeed, an earnest clesire to  maintain 
amicable relations with England ; and harl written 
to this effect to the Earl of Leicester, warning him 

' BIS. Clalderwood, Brit. ICIus., Ayscough, 47.36, fol. 115rl. 
' 31s. St. P. Off. B.C., %rope to Burglilep, 18th AIIX., 158 l .  

Also, B.C., snmc to same, 31sl September, 1551. Also. MS. fit. 
1'. Off. Bwcs to Burghlep, 3d Oct., 1381. 
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-in& Archibald Douglas, who was now in Eng- 
land, and laboured to embroil the two 1tingdoms.l 
But he had forgotten entirely his friendly professions 
t o  the Presbyterians. The ministers of the Kirk, who 
had congratulated themselves as the instruments of 
his conversion,'were treated with coldness; and it 
was soon discovered that he had warmly espoused 
the Icing's opinions with regard to Episcopacy, and 
was ready to  second, to his utmost ability, the efforts 
of the monarch for its complete establishment in his 
dominions. 

Meanwhile, the new Earl of Arran xas not ne- 
glcctful of his interests, and adva,nced rapidly in power 
and presumption. Soon after the execution of Morton, 
he appeared before the Privy-council, entered into n 
detail of his proceedings against that nobleman, la- 
mented the necessity he had been under of employing 
torture t o  procure evidence, and demanded and ob- 
tained an Act of approval from the King, which 
characterized his whole conduct as honourable, and 
assured him, that at  no future period should it be 
ca,lled in ~~ucs t ion .~  His next step was an act of such 
open profligacy, as to  incense and scandalize the whole 
country. I-Ie lived in habits of familiar friendship 
with the Earl of Ma'rch, a;nd had been under deep 
obligations to him ; but he employed the opportuni- 
t,ies such intimacy gave him to seduce the a,ffections 
of the Countess of March, a woman of great beauty; 

I jts. St. P. Off. Lennox to Leicester, 7th Oct., 1581, T,ithgo\v. 
? Ori,g. Record of ~ r i \ - ~ - c o h e i l  in the Register-IIousc, Edin., 

3d June, 1581. 
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ailcl so completely succeeded in depraving her mind, 
that she brought an action of divorce against her 
husband, on a ground which none but the most aban- 
doned could plead. The suit was successful, the 
decree of divorce pronounced; and Arran married 
the Countess, whose situation a t  that moment pro- 
claimed her either a liar or an adultress. It affords 
a shocking picture of the manners of the times, that 
the young King appears to  have countenallced this 
proceeding. Nor was this all. James determined 
to grant new honours to those who had assisted him 
in the overthrow of Morton : Lennox wa's made a 
Duke; Captain Stewart, who had already received 
a gift of the Earldom of Arran, was invested in that 
dignity with great solemnity; the Earl of March 
received the Earldom of Orkney ; Lord Ruthven that 
of Gowrie ; and LordMaxwell, one of the most power- 
ful nobles of that time, became Earl of Morton. 

Parliament now a,ssembled, and the sanction of this 
supreme Court was given to  all those measures lately 
passed in favour of Lennox and Arran. Indeed, it 
could scarcely be expected that any would dare to 
oppose them ; for James had sent intimation to the 
Earls of Mar, Eglinton, Glencairn, with the Lords 
Lindsay, Boyd, Herries, and Ochiltree, that he would 
dispense with their presence on this occasion ;l and 
none, probably, attended but those who were favonr- 
able to the Court. The adherents of the late Earl 
of Morton were pronounced rebels, and their estates 
Confiscated. Amongst these, the principal were the 

' MS. St. P. Off. Bmes to Burghley, 18th Octobel; 1511. 
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Earl of Angus; Archibald Douglas of MThittingham; 
James Douglas, .. Prior of Pluscardine, and James 
Douglas of Pittendreicli, two natural sons of tlie 
Regent Morton ; Douglas of Parkhead ; and Archi- 
bald Douglas, Constable of the Castle of Edinburgh. 
Tn the same Parliament, Lennox, who believed his 
i~lflnence now to be all powerful, eserted himself to  
procure the pasdon of Sir James Balfour, who had 
recently clone him good service in the overthrow of 
Morton. But he was disappointed; for James re- 
fused his request, and pointed to  those Acts of Par- 
liament by which it was declared, that no person 
qnilty of tlie Icing his father's murder, should ever 
%e restored.' At  the same meeting of the Estates, 
the statutes were confii~iled which protected thc 
reformed religion ; some enactmeats introduced for 
the regulation of tlic coinage, against the exportation 
of wool, and that excess of apparel amongst the 
iniddlc ancl lower classes, and expensive and super- 
fluous banquets, which marked the progress of the 
country in wealth and refinement, and had excitecl 
the jealousy of the higher nobility. 

It is now necessary to  turn for a mon~ent to the 
Scottish Queen in her imprisonment. It was :L 

miserable circumstailce in the fate of this nnfort unat e 
Princess, that any successes of her friends generally 
brought along with them an increase of rigour ant1 
jealousy upon the part of her inexorable rival. This 
inc~easc, on the other hand, as surely lccl to more 

?/IS. St. P. Off. IM., Tl~omns Sell~y to 3fr Thomns Foster, 
x0\... l>Sl. 
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detelmined efforts for her delivery ; and thus, during 
the thirteen years for which she had now continued 
a captive, her health had been shattered, and lier 
spirits broken, by those alternations of hope and 
fear,-those fluctuations of ardent expectation, or 
bitter disappointment, which must have destroycd 
even the healthiest and most buoyant constitutioi~. 
Her condition about this time was so feeble, that she 
had lost the use of her limbs, and was carried in a 
chair, or litter, by her servants. She besought Eliza- 
beth, in pa'thetic terms, for the favour of a coach, that 
she might enjoy a drive in the park of Sheffield Castle, 
where she was confined ; she requested the additional 
attendance of two female servants and two men. 
servants, which lier sickness demanded ; and she en- 
treated to have passports for the Lady Lethington 
and Lord Seton, in ~vliose nociety she might find 
some alleviation of her solitude. But, althouglk 
Castelnau, the French Ambassador, seconded these 
requests by the most earnest remonstrance, the Eng- 
lish Queen was deaf to his entreaties, and resisted the 
application.' 

This cold >11d unrelenting conduct could not fail t o  
make a deep impression upon Nary;  and, in a mo- 
ment of resentment and excitation, she had deter- 
lnined to resign her rights as Queen of Scots, and her 
clairns upon the Crown of England, into the hands of 
her son, with a11 earnest hope, that he would invade 
thajt realm, and, assisted by the Romtl~l Catholic 

' Additio~i aux Mem. de C'astclnau, p. 51% Chnlniers' Life of' 
liary, vol. i. pp. 384, 388. 
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party abroad, and Elizabeth's discontented subjects 
at  home, establish his rights, and overwhelm her 
oppressor. But the return of calmer consideration 
showed the madness of such a scheme; and her 
anxiety for the amicable recognition of the rights of 
her son to the English Crown, banished the sugges- 
tions of personal resentment. I n  a memorial presented 
by Mary about this time to Elizabeth and her Par- 
liament, she requested to be heard, bp deputies whom 
she would appoint, upon the subject of her title and 
pretensions.' It was not, she added, on her own 
account that she suggested this. Continued afflic- 
tion had brought on a premature age; sorrow had 
extinguished anlbition ; and, with her shattered frame, 
it woulcl be ridiculous to expect to survive Elizabeth. 
But she felt the natural anxiety of a mother to secure 
the rights of her child4 and she entreated her sister 
of England to agree to  her petition, and to recognise 
the undoubted title of her son, as the most eertain 
means of promoting settlecl peace, and securing their 
mutual security. 

This sensible memorial experienced .the same 
fate as  her former petition : i t  made no impres- 
sion upon the Queen of England, ' or her minis- 
ters; and M a ~ y ,  defeated in her moderate desires, 
was mmpelled to  embrace more determined mea- 
sures, and t o  throw herself entirely into the armts 
of France. This led to a new projecf, known by the 
name of " The Association," and which appears to  
have originated about this time. It was proposed 

1 Murdin, p. 367. 
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to the young King, that in order to have his title to  
the Scottish throne recognised by the powers of 
Europe,-none of tvhom, with the exception of E11g- 
land, had yet publicly given him the name of King,- 
he should resign the Crown to his mother, under the 
condition, that she ~hould retransmit it to him, and 
retire from all the active duties of the Government. 
But before pursuing this scheme, which led ultimately 
t o  important consequences, it is necessary to attend 
to  the state of the Church, and its violent collision 
with the Crown. 

The struggle between Episcopacy and the Presby- 
terian form of Church government, which had been 
originally established a t  the time of the Reformation, 
was now assuming every day a more determined and 
obstinate form. The young Iciag, with his ministers, 
and favourites, Lennox and Arran, and a large pro- 
portion of the nobility, supported Episcopacy. The 
ministers of the Kirk, and the great body of the 
burghers, and middle and lower classes of the people, 
were zcaIously attached to t'he Presbyterian model; 
and considered the office of a Bishop as anti-Scrip- 
tural, and a remnant of Popery. I n  a General 
Assembly, held some time previous to this, the 
" Platform" of Ecclesiastical government, drawn up 
by Andrew Melvil, had been ratified by a majority 
of the ministers ; and receired the solemn sanction 
of the Church, under the title of " The Second 
Book of Di~cipline."~ Under these conflicting cir- 

l ~'aldcrwood's IIistory, pp. 97,102, con\-cned 20th April, 1681, 
C'onfevsions of Faith, vol. ii. p. 807. 
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cumstancea, the Duke of Lennox, whose influence 
with the young King gave him an almost absolute 
power in the disposal of patronage, appointed Mr 
Robert BXontgomery to the vacant bishoprick of - 
Glasgow. It was notorious to all, that this was 
collusive and Simoniacal transaction ; for Montgo- 
mery resigned the temporalities of the see t o  thc 
Duke, and was contented to  receive a small annual. 
stipend out of its revenues. But the clergy, a t  first 
waving this objection, pronounced a high censure upon 
Ikfontgomery, and interdicted liim from accepting af 
bislloprick. I-Ie remonstrated, and lvas supported 
hy the Icing and his Council ; who contended, that 
as Episcopacy had never been abolished by the three 
Estates, no illegal act had been committed. 

The General Assembly of the Church soon after 
v a s  convened in the capita,l; and as  some private 
intelligence had been sent to Scotland of the intended 
" Association" between the imprisoned Queen atncl 
the King her son, this ecclesiastical convention met 
in a state of much excitement.' It was known 
$hat various missionary priests were secretly intrigu- 
ing in the country ; that George Douglas had 
arrived on n mission from France, charged with secret 
despatches from the Bishops of Glasgow and Ross, her 
agents in that realm ; and great dread was enter- 
tained of I~ennox's increasing influence over the mind 
of the young King. Determined measures, therefore, 
were adopted by the Church. Articles against Mont- 
cmmerv were draawn up, ~vhich condemned, in strong e -  v 

1 ('wl~lcrmood, p. 11 P. 
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terms, his life, conversation, and opinions ; and al- 
though, upon investigation, many faults objected to 
him turned out to be frivolous and unfounded, other 
matters were proved, which, it was contended, utterly 
incapacitated him for the office which he had accepted. 
I-Ie received an injunction, therefore, to  continue in his 
ministry at Stirling ; and, under pain of the higheet 
censures, t.o abandon all thoughts of the bishoprick. 

During these tranmctions, Elizabeth, who had be- 
come alarmed on the subject of Scotland, and dreaded 
the prepondcrating influence of Lennox and Arran, 
dcspatched Captain Nicolas Arrington, an able officer 
of the garrison a t  Berwick, on a mission into that 
country. He  was instructed to  use his utmost 
efforts to persuade the Icing to  continue in amicable 
relations with England; to sow, if possible, by some 
secret practice, a division between the Duke of Len- 
nox and the Earl of Arran ; and to expose the deviceu 
of France and Spain for the overthrow of religion, 
and the resnmptioil of power by the Scottish Queen.' 
It had been the advice of Sir Robert Bowes, in s 
letter addressed to  Burghley, that every means should 
be adopted to  increase some jealousies which, owing 
to the pride and intolerance of Arran, had arisen 
between him and the Duke. But after every effort 
to  "blow the  coal^,"^ as he expressed it, these proud 
rivals became convinced that their safest policy was 
to  forget their differences, and unite against their 

St. P. Off. 26th October, 1581, Iustructions for N. Erington, 
sent into Scotland. Copy. 

1 31s. Et. P. Off., lhwes to Burghley, 18th Oct., 1981. 
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common enemies. A reconcilement, accordingly, took 
place ;l and Lennox, strong in the continued attach- 
ment of the King, and the new friendship of Arran, de- 
termined to concentratehiswhole strengthagainst that 
faction of the Kirk w%ic,h opposed themselves to Epis- 
copacy, and had threatened hisBishop withdeposition. 

At this moment secret information of a threatening 
n a b e  arrived from France. The reports regarding 
the progress of "The Associzttion" between theQueen- 
mother and her son were confirmed. It m s  said, 
that Lord Arbroath, the head of the great house 
of Hamilton, now in banishment, was to be restored 
by French influence, under the condition, that the 
"Mass" should return along with him. And Mr John 
Durie, one of the ministers of Edinburgh, sounded a 
fearful note of alarm, in a sermon which he delivered 
in the High Church of the city. " The King," he 
said, "had been moved by certain courtiers, who now 
ruled all at their will, to  send a private message to  
the Icing of France and the Duke of Guise, and to 
aeek his mother's blessing. H e  knew this, he de- 
clared, from the very man mho was employed in the 
message--George Douglag Ma~y 's  sworn serva,nt,; 
and he painted in strong colours the deplorable elfects 
which might be anticipated from sucl a coalition. It 
was proposed, in these dark counsels, that the King 
should resign the Crown to his mother, and she con- 
vey it again t o  him, with an assurance, that he should 
then be acknowledged as King by France, and by the 
pdtvers of Europe, which, up to this time, had refused 

l Historie of King Jamm the Sat,  p. 186. 
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him the royal title. And what must inevitably follow 
from all this? If  the transaction were completed, 
it would be argued, that the establishment of religion, 
and all other public transactions ~ i n c e  the coronation, 
were null; that the Icing's friends were traitors, and 
their adversaries his only true subjects." After the 
sermon, a remarkable conference took place between 
the Earls of Argyle and Ruthven, and the ministers, 
Durie, Lawson, and Davison, in the Council-house. 
On being pressed as t o  the French intrigues, Argyle 
confessed that he had gone too far ; but affirmed, that 
if he saw anything intended against religion, he would 
forsake his friends, and oppose it to  his utmost. To 
Ruthven, Davison the minister of Libberton, in allud- 
ing to the murder of Riccio, used a still stronger 
a~rgument-cc If  things," said he, go forward as they 
are intended, your head, my Lord, will pay for Davie's 
slaughter. But Scottish nobles now are utterly un- 
worthy of the place they hold : they would not, in 
other times, have suffered the ,King to lie alone at 
Dalkeith with a stranger, whilst the whole realm is 
going to  confusion ; and yet the matter (they signifi- 
cantly added) might be reformed well enough with 
quietness, if the noblemen would do their duty."l 

Nor were these warnings and denunciatiom con- 
fined to the nobility. The young King, when fiitting 
in his private chamber in the Pallace of Stirling, re- 
ceived an admonition quite as solemn as any delivered 
to  his subjects. It was entered by J4r John Davison, 
along with Duncanson the royal chaplain, and Mr 

MS. Calderwood, Apmugh, 4736, fol. l lW. 
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Peter Young: and Davison, after pointing out the 
dreadful state of the country, exhorted him to put 
away those evil councillors who were so fast bringing 
ruin upon the commonweal, and his own soul. " My 
liege," said he, "at this present, there are three jewels 
in this realm precious to all good men-Religion, the 
Commonweal, and your Grace's person. Into what 
a, horrible confilsion the two first have entered, all 
men are witness; but as to  the third, your Grace 
hat11 need to beware, not only of the common liypo- 
crites and flatterers, but more especially of two sorts 
of men. First ; such s s  opposed themselves to your 
Grace in your minority: whereby they h a ~ e  com- 
mitted offences for which they must yet answer t o  
the laws ; and, therefore, must needs fear the King. 
Remember the saying, 'JIultis te~*rihilis,caz*eto ~t~ultos.' 
The second sort, are those who are conjured enemies 
to  religion. If  (he concluded) your Grace would call 
t o  you such godly men as  I could name, they would 
soon show you whom they think to be included in 
these two ranks." It had been arranged before- 
hand, that should the young King exhibit any desire 
to profit by this counsel, Davison was to  name the 
Lairds of Dun, Lundie, and Braid, with Mr Robert 
Pont and Mr James Latvson, two of the leading 
ministers ; but James, after hearing the exordium, 
and observing hurriedly, that it was good counsel, 
~ t a r t e d  off from the subject, and broke up'the inter- 
view.' 

1 IfS. Cddernood, Brit. s h e .  ful. 1172. 
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These scenes of alarm and admonition were fol- 
lowed by a violent attempt of Montgomery to possess 
himself of the bishoprick, in which he entered the 
Church at Glasgow, accompanied by a band of the 
royal guard, and in virtue of a charge addressed by 
the King to that Presbytery, endeavoured to expel 
the established minister from the pulpit, and to occupy 
his place. This was resisted by the Kirk; and the 
ministers of the Presbytery of Glasgow mere in con- 
sequence summoned before the Council : ' but they- 
defended themselves with the greatest courage, and, 
v-hen pressed by the King, declined the judgment of 
the Sovereign, or his judges, in a matter not of a civil 
but of a purely spiritual nature. Lawson, Duric, 
Andrew Hay, and a large body of the ministers and 
elders from Edinburgh, Dalkeith, and Lithgow, ac- 
companied them to Stirling; and when the King 
insisted tha't they should receive Montgomery, and 
warned them of the fatal consequences of n refusal, 
he was boldly reminded by Durie, that such intem- 
perate proceedings would only lead to the excom- 
munication of the man whom he fa~oured.~ This 
threat, and the preparations for carrying it into 
immediate execution, alarmed the object of the quar- 
rel himself; and the submission of Montgomery to the. 

April 13, 1682. 
P Calderwood MS., fol. 1174. Montgomery, incensed against 

Andrew Hay, one of the ministers, threatened to bring l~ini to 
justice, as art and part in foreknowing and conceali~lg tllc lato 
King's mnder. The only grollnd of the cllarge mm, that Mr 
Andrew Hay W86 uncle to the Laird of Tallo, (TTay,) who was 
executed for the murder. 
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jurisdiction and sentence of the Kirk, led to a tem- 
porary cessation df the controversy. 

This lull, however, was exceeding brief; and soon 
followed by a more determined collision between the 
antagonist principles of Presbyterianism and Episco- 
pacy. The Kirk at this time possessed, amongst its 
ministers, some men of distinguished learning, and 
of the greatest courage. Durie, Lawson, Craig, 
Lindsay, Andrew Melvil, Thomas Smeton, Pont, 
Davison, and many others, presided over its councils ; 
and formed a spiritual conclave which, in the  infalli- 
bility they claimed, and the obedience they demanded, 
was a hierarchy in everything but the name. Elo- 
quent, intrepid, and indefatigable, they had gained 
the affections of the lower classes of the people ; and 
were supported, also, by the increasing influence of 
the burghs and the commercial classes. Animated 
by snch feelings, wielding such powers, and backed 
by snch an influence, i t  was not to  be expected that 
they would be easily put down. The great cause of 
Episcopacy, on the other hand, was supported by the 
young King, who was himself no contemptible theo- 
logian ; by the Duke of Lennox, the Earl of Arran, 
and a large portion of the old nobility. Abroad, it 

, looked to the sympathy and assistance of France ; 
and as the whole hopes of the imprisoned Queen, and 
the pea t  body of the Roman Catholics in England, 
rested on Lennox and his friends, they were inclined 
to  strengthen his hands in every possible way. The 
power of this party had recently been shown by the 
destruction of Morton, which they carried tlironglg.l, 



with a high hand against the whole influence of Eng- 
land and the Kirk ; and, flushed by this success, 
they resolved to  renew the battle with the Presbyte- 
rian party, in the case of the Bishop of Glasgow; 
which, however insulated or insignificant it might 
appear a t  first sight, really involved the establish- 
ment or destruction of Episcopacy. Montgomery, 
a weak man, and wholly under the influence of Len- 
nox, was easily persuaded to  retract his submission, 
and repeat his attempts t o  possess himself of the 
bishoprick.; whilst, a t  this moment, the feelings of 
the ministers were goaded to the highest pitch of. 
jealousy and resentment, by the arrival of a messenger 
from the Duke of Guise : ostensibly, he came with a 
present of horses to the King; but i t  was suspected 
that more was intended than mere courtesy. The 
person who brought this gift was Signor Paul, the 
Duke's master-&abler, and, as  was asserted, one of 
the most active and remorseless murderers a t  the 
massacre d St Bartholomew.' I t  was scarcely to  
be expected that this should be tamely borne; and 
John Darie, the minister of Edinburgh, indantly 
rode t o  Kinneil, Arran's castle, where the King had 
determined to receive Guise's envoy. Meeting Signor 
Paul in the garden, the minister hastily drew his cap 
over his eyes, declaring he would not pollute them 
by looking on the devil's ambassador; and, turning 
t o  the King, rebuked him sharply for receiving gifts 

E MS. Calderwood, escongh,  4736, fol. 1189. "This Seignor 
Paul was a famous murtherer &.the massacre at Paris. No fitter 
man could be sent to make pastime to the King." 
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from so odious a quarter. I s  it with t*he Guise." 
said he, " that your Grace will interchange presents-- 
with that cruel murderer of the saints? Beware, 
mp liege, I implore you, (he continued,) beware with 
whom you ally yourself in marriage ; and remember 
John Knox's last words unto your Highness-re- 
member that good man's warning, that so loug as yon 
maintained God's holy Gospel, and kept your bod,~ 
unpolluted, you would prosper. Listen not, then, 
to those ambassadors of the devil, ~vho are sent 
hither to allure you from your religion."' To this 
indignant sally, James, overawed by the vehement 
tone of the remonstrant, quietly answered, "that his 
body was pure; and that he would have no woman 
for his wife who did not fear God ancl love the 
F:vangell."" 

From I<inneil, Durie returned to Edinburgh, where* 
liis zeal flamed up to the highest pitch; and, trans- 
forming the pulpit, as was the practice of those times, 
into at political rostrum for the discussion of the 
measures of the Government, he exposed the intrigues 
of Lennox, the schemes of the Qneen-mother, and the 
profligacy of the Conrt, in such cutting and indignant 
terms, that he was immediately summoned before 
the Council, and ordered to quit the city. The 
strictest injnnctions, a t  the same time, were directed 

1 MS. Calderwood, fol. 1189, and MS. Letter, St. P. Off. B.V. 
IVeddrhlgton to Walsingliam, Berwick, 15th M q ,  1582. The 
interview between Durie and the King at Kinneil, took place on 
the I It11 May. &IS. Calderwood. 
' Ibid. 31s. C'nltlerm-ood, fol. 1189. 



to the Provost and Magistrates to carry this sentence 
of banishment into execution under pain of treason? 
Lennox's party, a t  this moment, was described by 
the Laird of Carmichael, (a Scottish gentleman em- 
ployed to transmit secret infornlation to Walsingham,) 
as  guiding all a t  Court. I t s  ranks, as he informecl 
the English secretary, embraced Arran, a great per- 
secutor of the preachers, Huntley, Seton, Ogilvy, the 
Prior Maitland, (this was the younger brother of the 
famous Secretary Lethington,) Ralfonr, Robert Mel- 
vil, Mr David Makgill, and one Mr Henry Keir. 
These, he added, were all  papist^.^ But Carmichael, 
himself probably a rigid Presbyterian, was little 
disposed to ma'ke any distinction between those who 
supported Episcopacy, and the friends of the Church 
of Rome. Yet it must be remembered, that the re- 
ported intrigues between the Courts of Spain and thc 
Duke, with the secret negotiations of the Jesuits for 
the association of the Queen-mother with her son in 
the Government, gave him no little countenance in 
the assertion'; and the vigour with which Lenilox 
pushed forward his measures aga'inst the Kirk, seemed 
to indicate a very formidable combination of forces. 
Undismayed, however, by the attack of their adver- 
saries, the party of the Kirk only roused themselves 
to a more determined opposition : retaliated, by 
excommunicating Montgomery ; and called upon the 
people to weep for their sins, and be prepared to  

MS. Calderwood, fol. 1189, 30th May, 1582. 
2 MS. Letter, St. P. Off., 1s t  June, 1582. Laird of Carmichr.el 

to  Walsingham. 
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peril all, rather than part with their religion. The 
country, at  this moment, must have presented an es-  
traordinary picture : the pulpits rang with alternate 
strains of lamelltation and defiance. Patrick S m p -  
so11, alluding to the fate of Durie, declared, that the 
principal link in the golden chain of the ministry was 
already broken. Davison, a firmer spirit, whose small 
figure and undaunted courage had procured him from 
Lennox the soub~iqzcet of the "petit diable," exhorted 
his auditors to take courage, for God would dash the 
devil in his own devices ; and, on the 27th of June, an 
extraordinary Assembly of the Church was convened 
in the capital, to meet the crisis which, in the language 
of the times, threatened destruction to their Zion? 

The proceedings were opened by a remarkable 
sermon, or lecture, which Andrew Melvil delivered 
from the pulpit of the New Kirk. He  chose for 
i ts subject the 4th chapter of the first Epistle to 
Timothy ; and, in speaking of the fearful trials and 
heresies of the " latter days," inveighed, in no gentle 
terms, against the audacious proceedings of the Court. 
The weapon now raised against them, he described as 
the "bloody gully2 of absolute power." And whence, 
mid he, " came this gully ?-From the Pope.-And 
against whom was i t  used ?-Against Christ himself: 
from whose divine head these daring and wicked men 
would fain pluck the crown, and from whose hands 
they would wrench the sceptre. These might be 
deemed strong expressions, he added, but did not every 

1 31s. Calderwood, fol. 1189, 1190, 1191, 1192. 
Gully : a large knife ; a sword, or weapon. 
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day verify his words, and give new ground for alarm ? 
Need he point out to  them the King's intended de- 
mission of the crown to his mother ? Was not the 
palpable object of this scheme, which had been con- 
cocting these eight yearg past, the resumption of her 
lost power, and,with it the rezstablishment of her 
idolatrous worship ? Who were its authors ? Bea- 
ton Bishop of Glasgow, and Lesly Bishop of Ross. 
And by what devices did this last-named prelate ex- 
plain their intentions to  the imprisoned Princess ? 
To the letters which he sent, he had added a paint- 
ing of a Queen, with a little boy kneeling a t  her feet 
and imploring her blessing ; whilst she extended 
one hand to her son, and with the other pointed to 
his ancestors, as if she exhorted him to walk in their 
footsteps, and follow their faith.' . 

At this Assembly, it was warmly debated whether 
Durie was bound to obey the sentence of banishment- 
a point upon which opinionswere much divided. The 
Provost and Magistrates contended that they must 
execute the law which had pronounced the sentence, 
or become amenable to its penalties. One party of 
the ministers, taking a middle course, advised that 
two of their brethren, Mr David Ferguson and Mr 
Thomas Buchanan, should be sent to  remonstrate 
with the King. But from this the fiery Davison 
loudly dissented. " Ye talk," said he, " of reponing 
John Durie. Will ye become suppliants for rein- 
stating him whom the King had no power to dis- 
place ; albeit, his foolish flock have yielded?" A t  

1 MS. Cnlderwood, Ayscough, 4736, fol. 1192, June 27, 1582. 



illis, Sir Janies Balfour started to his feet, ancl fixed 
his eyes sternly on the speaker. Balfour was noto- 
rious as one of the murderers of Darnley ; yet, having 
been acquittctl of that crime by a packed jury, he hacl 
resumed his functions as an elder of the Kirk.' SncIl 
a mail was not likely to overawe the bold minister; 
and he ~uida~u~tedlyv continued. " Tell me what flesh 
may or can clisplace the great King's ambassador, so 
loiig as lie keeps within the bounds of his comnlia- 
sioil?" Saying this, lie left the Assembly in great 
heat, perceiving that the question ~vonlcl be carried 
against him, which accordingly happenecl ; for, on thc 
resumption of the debate, it was deteriniliecl that 
Durie should submit, if the Magistrates, who bclongcd 
to his flock, insisted. They did so: and that very 
evening, he was charged not only to depart from tlic 
town, but not to reside within the freedoin ant1 
l>ounds of the About nine o'clock the same 
night, he was seen taking his way througli the prin- 
cipal street of the city, accompanied by two notaries, 
aiid a small band of his brethren ; among whom were 
Lawson, Balcanquel, and Darison. On reaching thc 
Market-cross, lie directed the i~otarics to read :I 

written protestation, which attested the sincerity of 
his life ancl doctrine ; ancl declared, that although IIC 
obeyed the sentence of banishment, no 1norta1 ~ O T T - C S  

sholild prevent him from preaching the W o r c l . ~ p o n  
this, placiiig a piece of money i11 the hands of t11c 

1 lfS.Lettcr, St. P.Off.,B.C.Scrope to Bnrghley, Aug.18,1381. 
MS. Cnlclcrwood, Brit. BIus. Ayscr ngh, 4736, fol. 1195-6. 
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notaries, he took instruments, as i t  was termed ; and, 
during the ceremony, Davison, who stood by his side, 
broke into threats and lamentation. " I too must 
take instruments," cried he ; c c  and this, I protest, i s  
the most sorrowful sight these eyes ever rested on : 
s shepherd removed by his own flock, t o  pleasure 
flesh and blood, and because he has spoken the truth. 
But  plague, and fearful judgments, will yet liglit on the 
inventors." All this, however, passed away quietly, 
except on the part of the speakers ; and the dennncia- 
tions of the minister appear to  have rnet with little 
sympathy. A shoemaker's wife in the crowd cried out, 
if any would cast stones a t  him, she woulcl help.' A by- 
stander, also, was heard t o  whisper to  his neighbour, 
looking with scorn on tlie two protesters, "If  I durst, 
I would take instr~ulzents that ye are both ki~aves ."~ 

Shortly before this, a conference had been held at, 
Stirling, between the Cominissioners of the Court 
and tlie Kirk, which liad conclnded by the Icing 
directing the ministers to  present him with a list of 
the grievances of which they complained. They 
accordingly prepared their "Articles," ~vhicli, in bold 
and m~equivocal langnage, drew the  distinctioil be- 
tiveen the obedience they owed t o  the King and 
the submission which was due to  the Kirk. They 
complained, that  the   nona arch, by advice of evil 
councillors, liad taken upon him that  spiritual au- 
thority ~vhich belonged t o  Christ alone, as the King 

RIS. Calderwood, fol. 1196. This same woman had troubled 
tlie Kirk much in Blorton's time. Her name was Urquhart. 

2 Calderwood, 31s. IIist. fol. 119G. 
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and Head of His Cliurcli ; and, as examples of this 
unwarrantable usurpation, appealed to the late bau- 
ishment of Durie, the maintaining an escommunicatecI 
Bishop, the interdicting the General Assembly from 
the exercise of their undottbted spiritual rights, and 
the evil handling of the brethren of Glasgow for doing 
their duty in the case of Montgomery? 
_ The presentation of these Articles was intrusted to a 
committee of the ministers. It embracedPont, Lawson, 
Smeton, Lindsay, Hay, PoIwart, Blackburn, Galloway, 
Christison, Ferg~son, James Melvil, Buchanan, Brand, 
Gillespie, Duncanson the minister of the King's 
household, and Andrew Melvil, Principal of the 
new College a t  S t  Andrew's. To these a single lay- 
man was added in the person of Erskiile of Dnn, a 
name much venerated in the history of the Kirk. It 
had been agreed, that these " Griefs" should be pre- 
sented to the King in the beginning of July;  and on 
the sixth of that month, this intrepid band of minis- 
ters set out for Perth, where James then held his 
Court. Their adversaries had in vain made many 
exertions to  intimidate them ; and secret information 
had been sent by Sir James Melvil, to his relative 
Andrew Melvil, that his life was in danger; but he 
only thanked God that he was not feeble in the 
Gause of Christ, and proceeded forward with his 
brethren. On being ushered into the presence- 
chamber, they found Lennox a'ncl Arran with the 
King; and laid their remonstrance on the tabIe. 

MS. St. P. Off., Advertisements f m n ~  Pcotland, 22d Jrmc, 
1582. MP. C'nlderwood, fol. 1198-9. 



Arran took it lip glanced his eye over it, and furi- 
ously demanded " Who dares sign these treasonable 
Articles ? " " We dare," responded Andrew Melvil, 
" and will rericler our lives in the cause." As he said 
this, he came forward to the Council-table, took the 
pen, subscribed his name, and was followed by all his 
brethren. The two nobles were intimiclated by this un- 
looked-for courage: the Kingwas silent; and, after some 
conference, the ministers were dismissed in peace? 

It would have been well for Lenaos and Arran 
had they taken warning from these symptoms of 
cletermined opposition ; but they underrated the in- 
fluence of the ministers, and were not aware that, a t  
this moment, a strong party of the nobility was form- 
ing against them. It was fostered by the Kirk, and 
encouraged by England ; whilst its leaders, as usual 
in such enterprises, appear, about this time, to hare 
drawn up a ~vritten contract, which declmed the 
purposes for which they had leagued together. This 
payerwas elltitlecl the " Forinof the Band,made among 
the noblemen that is enterprised against Dobaay;": 
and it described, in strong language, the causes wllich 
had led to the association. These were said to be, 
the dangers incurred bp the professors of God's true 
religion ; the inteilclecl overthrow of the Gospel, by 
godless men, who had crept into credit with the 
King's Majesty ; t,he perversion of the laws ; the 
wreck of the ancient nobility and the ministers of 

l MS. Caldenvood, fnl. 1200, 1201. 
Caligula, C.  rii. fol. 11, Brit. 1\fus. h copy. Dohany is 

D'Altbigny, the Dnl;c of TJcnnox. 
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rcligion ; the interruption of the amity with Eng- 
Jand; and the imminent peril of the King's person, 
unless some remedy were speedilyadopted. " Where- 
fore," (it continued,) " we have sworn, in God's pre- 
sence, and engaged, by this ' Band,' t o  punish and 
remove the authors of these intended evils, and t o  
re~atablisli justicc and good ordel; as we shall answer 
t o  tlie Eternal God, amlid upon our honour, faith, and 
truth."' The original of this important paper has 
not been preserved ; and the names of the associators 
rlo not appear in the copy : but we may pronounce 
them, from the evide~lce of other letters, t o  have beell 
the Earls of Gomrie, hfar, Glencttirn, Argyle, Mont- 
rose, Eglintoii, and Rothcs, with tlie Lords Lindsay, 
Boyd, and many o t l ~ e r s . ~  The principal enenlies t o  
Leiinos among the ministers,  ere Lamson, Lindsay, 
Hay, Smeton, Polwart, and Aiidrew M e l ~ i l . ~  

A t  the time this Band was forined, i ts  authors had. 
not fixed upon any precise inode of attack ; but the 
events which now occurrcd brougl~t their measures t o  
a head, and con~pelled them to  act upon the offensive. 

Shortly previous t o  tlie interview of the miilisters 
~ v i t h  the  King a t  Perth, &Iontgornery had been se- 
instated in the bishoprick of Glasgow by the royal 
command ; a13d the ~ent~encc of csconlmunication 
pronounced upon hiiii by the Kirk was reversed, ancl 

1 Caligula, C. vii. fol. 14, Brit. Mus. -4 copy. Sec also 118. 
Calderwood, p. 1210. 

2 Caligula, C. vii. fol. 18, 11s. Lcttcr, TTricidri~lgton to Wal- 
~ingl~llarn, July 19, 1582, Berwick, 

3 31s. Caltlerwood, fol. 1201. 



declared null. To soften, a t  the same time, the 
effect of this strong measure of defiance, the King, 
by a public proclamation, renounced all intention of 
making any changes in religion; and Montgomery, 
confiding in his restored honours, ventured from his 
seclusion a t  Dalkeith, where he had resided with his 
patron Lennox, and once illore sliotved himself in Edin- 
burgh. But Lawson, one of the leading ministers, flew 
to the magistrates, accused them of permitting an 
uxcommui~icated traitor to walk the streets ; and com- 
Id led  them to discharge him from their city.' As he 
tlepasted, Montgomery threatened that, within half an 
Iiour, they should change their tone; and, within :t 
brief space, returned with a royal proclamation, which 
was read at the Cross, commanding all inell to accept 
llim as a true Christian and good subject. He 
bronght, also, letters to the sanle purport, which were 
sent to the Lords of Session. All, however, was in 
vain, so strong was the popular current against him. 
The Provost, in an agony of doubt between l ~ i s  duty 
to  the Icing and his allegiance to the Kirk, impre- 
cated vengeance upon his head, and declared he would 
lta~re given a thousand inerks he had ilevcr seen his 
fme. The Judges refused to hear him ; and a report 
arising, that he should be again expelled, an iinmense 
crowd assembled. Tradesmen, armed with bludgeons, 
and women with stones, waited round the door of the 
Court; and their expected victim would probably 
have been torn in pieces, had he not been smuggled 
away by the biagistrates through a narrow lane called 

1 JIB. Caldor~ood, fol. 1138, 1201, July 2, 1552, and July 24. 
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the Kirk Heugh, which led to the Potterrow gate. 
His retreat, however, became known ; the people 
broke in upon him with many abusive terms. False 
traitor, thief, mansworn carle, were bandied from 
mouth t o  mouth ; and as he sprung through the 
wicket, he received some smart blows upoil the back. 

, So little sympathy did he meet with from the Kmg, 
that, when the story reached the Court at Perth, 
James threw himself down upon the Inch, and, 

t calling him a seditious loon, fell into convulsions of 
laughter.' 

The effect, however, was different upon Lennox. 
His penetration did not enable him to see the formid- 
able strength which was gradually arraying itself 
against him ; and his blind obstinacy only hurried on 
the catastrophe. At the instigation of France: he 
determined, by a sudden attack, to overwhelm his 
enemies; and, assisted by the force which himself 
and Arran could command, to seize the Earls of 
Cowrie, Mar, and Glencairn, with Lindsay, and the 
chief of the Protestant nobles, Having achieved this, 
and banished the leading ministers of the Kirk, he 
looked forward to  a triumphant conclusion of his 
labours in the establishment of Episcopacy, and the 
association of the imprisoned Queen with the govern- 
ment of her son. Bowes, however, the English Am- 
hassado~, became acquainted with these  intention^, 

1 MS. Calderwood, fol. 1202. 
? Sir R. Bowes to Secretary ~alsingba111, August 15, 1582. 

Orig. Draft. From the Original Letter-Book of Sir Robert Bowes, 
kindly communicated t o  me by my friend 8ir  (Sttthbert Sharpe. 



and informed the Protestant Lords of the plot for 
their destruction. The minuteness of the infor- 
mation which this veteran diplomatist elicited 
by his pensioned informers, is rema-rkable. H e  
assured Gowrie and his friends, that they must look 
to themselvh, or be content soon to change a prison 
for a scaffold ; that he had certain intelligence the 
King had consented to arraign them of a conspiracy 
against his person : and they knew, that if convicted 
of treason, their fate was sealed. It was by Wal- 
singham's orders that Bowes made this communi- 
cation, in the hope i t  wonld rouse the enemies of 
Lennox to immediate exertion; nor was he disap- 
pointed? Appalled by the news, and aware that 
even a brief delay might sweep them over the preci- 
pice on which they stood, it became necessary to act 
upon the moment. The only danger to be dreaded 
was in prematurely exploding the mine already in 
preparation, and thus risking a failure. The band, 
or contract, as we have seen, had been clrawn up ; but 
it was still unsig~led by many of the nobility. There 
was scarcely time to concentrate d l  their forces ; and 
a'lthough they made sure of the appro;al of the minis- 
ters of the Kirk, who had already cordially cooperated 
with them in all their efforts against Lennox, still 
these ecclesiastical associates were now scattered in 
different parts of the country, ancl could not be indi- 
vidually consulted. 011 the other hand, the danger 

1 Orig. Draft. Sir Robert Bowes to Tvalsingha~n, Aiiguet 25, 
1582, Bowed Letter-Book. See, also, TViddrington to lJra18ing- 
ham, July 19, 1582, Caligula, C. vii. 
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Tvas imminent ; and, if they acted instantly, some 
circumstances promised success. The young King 
~ v a s  a t  Perth, separated both from Lennox and 
Arran? H e  had resorted to that  country to enjoy 
his favourite pastime of the chase ; his Court was 
few in number ; Gowrie, Glammis, and Lindsay, three 
of the chief conspirators, were all-potverful in the' 
neighbourhood of Perth ; and should they delay, as had 
been intended, till the King removed to the capital, 
it would beconie more difficult, if not impossible, to  
esecute their design. I n  this state of uncertainty, 
they received intelligence which made them more than 
suspect that Lennox had discovered their c~nsp i racy .~  
'Phis settled the question : and having once decided 
oil action, their proceedings were as bold as  they had 
before been dilatory. I n  an illcredibly short time, 
Gowrie, Mar, Lindsay, the Master of Glanlniis, and 
their associates, assembled a thousand men, and sur- 
rounded Rutliven Castle, wllere the King then lay. 
It was Gowrie's otvii seat ; and Jan~es ,  who; it ap- 
pears, had no suspicion of the toils laid for him, had 
accepted the invitation of its master, thinking only 
of his rural  sport,^. To his astonishment, the Earls 
of Mar and Gowrie entered his presence, removed his 
guards, presented a list of their grievances, and, whilst 
they professed the utmost fidelity to  liis person, took 
special care that all possibility of escape was cut off. 

1 Wednesday, 22d August. Lennox was then at Dalkeitli, Arran 
at Iiinnei1,-both places in the vicinity of Edinburgh. 

MS. Letter, Sir George Bowes to Walsingham, 26th Aug., 
1572, Bowes' Letter-Book. AIelvil's Memoirs, pp. 277, 281. 
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Meanwhile, the intelligence flew to Arran that the 
King was captive ; and he and Colonel Stewart, his 
brother, set off in fiery speed at the head of a partr  
of horse. Their attempt at  rescue was, however, 
too late ; for Coloilel Stewart was attacked, and de- 
feated by Mar and Lochleven, who threw themselves 
upon him from an ambush, where they had q-atchecl 
his approach ; whilst Arran, who had galloped by a 
nearer way to Ruthren, was seized the lnoment he 
entered the Castle court, and confined under a guard. 
All this had passed with such rapidity, and the 
Lords who surrounded the King treated him with so 
much respect, that James deluded himself with the 
hope that he might still be a free monarch. But 
nes t  morning dispelled the illusion. As he prepared 
to take horse, the Master of Glaminis intimated to  
him that the Lords who were now with hiin deemed 
it iafer for his Grace to remain at Ruthven. James 
declared he would go that instant, and was about to 
leave the chamber, when this baron rudely interposed, 
and placing his leg before the Icing, so as t'o inter- 
cept the door-way, coinmanded him to remain. The 
indignity drew tears from the young  nona arch; and 
some of the associated Lords reinonstrated ~vi th  
Glammis ; but he sternly answered, '; Better bairnsL 
greet, than bearded men,"-a speech 117hich his royal 
master never afterwards forgot or forgave." 

Bnt dtllongll thus far successful, the actors in this 

Bairns, children ; greet, weep. 
"MS. Caldermood, Ayscough, 4'737, fcl. 682, 68.3. Spottiy- 

maod, 320. 
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violent and treasonable enterprise were in a danger- 
ous predicament. Gowrie, Mar, Glammis, and Lind- 
say, were indeed all assured of each other, and con- 
vinced that they must stand or fall together ; but the 
band or covenant which, according to the practice of 
the times, should have secured the assistance of their 
associates, was still unsigned by a great majority of 
the most powerful nobles and barons, on whose 
assistance they had calculated. On the other 
hand, the Duke of Lennox could reckon.on the sup- 
port of the Earls of Huntley, Sutherland, Morton, 
Orkney, Crawford, and Bothwell; besides Lords 
Herries, Seton, Hume, Sir Thomas Ker of Fernyhirst, 
Sir James Balfour, the Abbot of Newbottle, and 
many inferior barons ; whilst the Earls of Caithness, 
March, and Marshal, professed neutrality.' This 
array of opposition. was sufficiently appalling; and for 
a brief season the enterprisers of the Raid of Ruthven 
(as i t  was called) began to waver and tremble ;2 but 
a moment's consideration convinced them, that if there 
was danger in advance, there was infinitely greater in 
delay. They were already guilty of treason; they 
had laid violent hands on the King's person ; had 
defied Lennox, imprisoned Arran, outraged the lams, 
and raised against them the feelings, not only of their 
opponents, but of all good citizens. I f  they drew back, 
ruin was inevitable. I f  they went forward, although 

1 St. P. Off. Names of the noblemen and lords that as yet 
stand with the Duke, 5th Sept., 1582. 

MS. Caligula, C. vii. fol. 23. Sir George Carey to Burghley, 
5tl1 Sept., 1582. 
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the peril was great, the struggle might yet end trium- 
phantly. They had the young King in their hands, 
and could work upon his timidity and inexperience, 
by menacing his life : they had possession of Arran, 
also-a man whom they dreaded far more than the 
gentler and vacillating Leiznox : they were certain of 
the active support of the inillisters of the Kirk ; and 
Bo~ves and Walsingham had already assured them of 
the warm approval, and, if necessary, the assistance 
of England. All this ~vas  encouraging; and they 
determined, at every risk, to press on resolutely in 
the revolution which they had begun. 

I n  the meantime, whilst such scenes passed at 
Ruthven, the capital presented a stirring scene. 
Lennox, who was at his Castle of Dalkeith, in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the city, when he re- 
ceived the intelligence of the surprise of the King, 
deeming himself insecure in the open country, took 
refuge with his household within the town. On his 
arrival, the magistrates despatched messengers to 
Ruthven, to ascertain the truth or falsehood of the 
King's captivity from his own lips ; the ministers of 
the Kirk began to exult, and rouse the people to 
join with the Rdthven lords; and Mr James Law- 
son, although earnestly entreated, by the Provost of 
the city, to be temperate in his sermon, replying, in 
the words of Micah, that what the Lord put in 
his mouth he would speak, seized the opportunity 
to deliver, from the pulpit, a bitter and emphatic 
attack upon the Duke and his profligate associate, 

Calderwood, RIB. Hist., fol. 1205-6. 
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Armnl It was true, he said, that these two 
barons had subscribed the Confession of Faith, pro- 
fessed the true religion, and communicated with their 
brethren a t  the Lorcl's table ; but their deeds testified 
that they mere utter enemies of the truth. Had they 
not violated discipline, despised the solemn sentellcc 
of excommunication, set up Ticlchnn bishops, and 
traduced the most godly of the nobility ancl of the 
ministry ? And as for this Duke of Lennos, what had 
been his practices since the day he came amoi~gst 
them? With what taxes had he burdened the Com- 
monwealth, to  sustain his intolerable pride ? 
vanity in apparel ; what looseness in manners ; ~vhat  
superfluity in banqueting; what fruits and follies of 
French growth had he not imported into their simple 
country ? Well might they be thankful ; well praise 
God for their delivery from what was to have been 
executed the next Tuesday. Well did it becoinc 
Edinburgh to take up the song of the Psalmist- 
"Layucus co7ztritu.s cst, et f2o.s libernti szctntrs." ' 

Whilst the nlinisters of thc Kirk thus eulogised the 
cnterprise of the Ruthven lords, Elizabeth, who had 
speedilyreceived intelligence of their success, despatch- 
ed Sir George Carey to Scotland, with letters to the 
~ o u n g  King,andiilstructions to coijperate with her Am- 
bassador Rowes, in strengthening the hands of Cowrip, 
andhisfaction. Randolph, too, wroteingreat exultation 
to IValsinghanl, rejoicing in the success of the revolu- 
tion ; and, with the avidity and instinct of the bird 
which comes out in the storm, requesting to be again 

Calder~ood MS., fol. 1206, Ayscough, 4736, Brit. Jlns. 
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in the troubled atinosphere of Scotla,nd. 
Unmoved by the violence of the measures ~vhich had 
been adopted, he, in the spirit of the Ynritan party 
to which he belonged, pronounced the ICing's capti- 
vity a reward conferred by God on his sincere fol- 
lowers. " If it be true," said he, " that the King 
be now in the Protestants' hands, the Du~lce pursued, 
*4rran imprisoned, and his brother slain, we may 
the11 see from this ~vhat  it is to be true followers of 
Christ, in earnest preaching, and persevering in set- 
ting forth His word without respect or worldly poli- 
cies."' It seems strange it should never have occur- 
red to this zealous diplomatist, that the imprisonment 
of a King, and the violent invasion and slaughter of 
his councillors, were not the fruits to be espected 
from the gospel of peace and lore. 

Meanwhile, the captive monarch considered the 
late proceedings in a very different light, and mecli- 
tated many schcmes of escape and revenge ; but he 
was alone, and closely watched : he did not eve11 
consider his life in safety; and although it would he 
difficult to beliere tha't Gow& and his associates 
had any such atrocious designs, yet the history of 
Scotland afforded him too good a ground for these 
apprehensions. Lennox, on the other hand, was 
timid and irresolute, allowed the precious moments 
for action to pass, and contented himself with de- 
spatching Lord Herries, and the Abbot of Newbottle, 

l MS. Letter, St. P. Off., 2d Pept,., 1582, Riaidstonc: 
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with some offers of reconciliation, which were in- 
stantly rejected.' 

These envoys, on arriving at Stirling, where Gowrie 
and his fellow-conspirators now held the King a 
prisoner, mere not permitted to see Jaines in private, 
hut were introduced to him in the Council Chamber, 
where they declared their message. " The Duke of 
Lennox," they said, " had sent them to inquire into 
the truth of a rumour, that his Sovereign lord was 
forcibly detained in the hands of his enemies ; for if 
i t  were so, it was his duty to set him free ; and with 
the assistance of his good subjects, he would instant- 
ly make the attempt." The scene which occurred, 
on the delivery of this message, must have been 
an extraordinary one. Without giving Gowrie, or 
his friends, a moment to reply, James started from 
his seat, crying out it was all true : he was a cap- 
tive; he was not at liberty to go where he chose, 
or to move a step without a guard: and he bade 
them tell it openly, that all who loved him should 
assist the Duke, and achieve his deliverance. The 
Ruthven lords were, for a moment, overwhelmed 
with confusion : but they outbraved the accusation. 
Their Sovereign, they declared, had no more faithful 
subjects than, themselves ; nor should he be denied 
to go where he pleased; only, they would not per- 
mit the Duke of Lennox, and the Earl of Arran, to 
mislead him any longer. If he valued, therefore, 
the life of that person, he would do well to cause 

1 MP. Letter, St, P. Off. 
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him to retire instantly, and quietly, to France. If 
this were not done, they must call him to account 
for his late actions, and enforce against him the most 
rigorous penalty of the law. Such was the message 
which they sent back by ~ o r d  Herries; and they 
followed it up by a peremptory command to Lennox 
to deliver up Dumbarton Castle, and quit the king- 
dom within twelve days ; orders which, after a short 
consideration, he despondingly prepared to obey. 
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