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PRETFACE

TO THE FIRST EDITION.

I HAVE commenced the HisToRY OF SCOTLAND
at the accession of Alexander the Third, because
it is at this period that our national annals
become particularly interesting to the general
reader. During the reign of this monarch, Eng-
land first began to entertain serious thoughts of
the reduction of her sister country. The dark
cloud of misfortune which gathered over Scot-
land immediately after the death of Alexander,
suggested to Edward the First his schemes of
ambition and conquest; and perhaps, in the
history of Liberty, there is no more memorable
war than that which took its rise under Wallace
in 1297, and terminated in the final establish-
ment of Scottish independence by Robert Bruce
in 1328.

In the composition of the present work, I
have anxiously endeavoured to examine the most
authentic sources of information, and to convey
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to my reader a true picture of the times without
prepossession or partiality. To have done so,
partakes more of the nature of a grave duty
than of a merit; and even after this has been
accomplished, there will remain ample room for
many imperfections. 1If, in the exeecution of my
plan, I have been obliged to differ on some points
of importance from authors of established cele-
brity, I have fully stated the grounds of my
opinion in the Notes and Illustrations, which
are printed at the end of each volume; and I
trust that I shall not be blamed for the freedom
of my remarks, until the historical authorities
upon which they are founded have been exa-
mined and eompared.

EpineurcE, April 12, 1828,
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

OF

PATRICK FRASER TYTLER.

THE lives of literary men do not ordinarily present to
us the stirring events by which those of eminent
statesmen and warriors are distinguished. Their
biographies consist generally of little more than an
account of their works; still, the importance attri-
buted by posterity to their labours adds an interest
to the circumstances in which it may have been
their lot to be cast.

Amongst the many eminent men to whom Scot-
land is indebted for the honourable place which she
holds in the literature of Europe, there are few to
whom she owes more than to the Tytlers of Wood-
houselee. This family, long settled in the neighbour-
_hood of Edinburgh, produced in succession William
Tytler, Alexander Fraser Tytler, afterwards Lord
Woodhouselee, and Patrick Fraser Tytler, who, by
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the irfterest and value of their writings—extending
over nearly a century—have done honour to them-
selves, and have contributed in no small degree to
elucidate the history of their country.

The first of the family distinguished by his devo-
tion to literature was William Tytler, (the grand-
father of the subject of this Memoir,) who was born
in Edinburgh on the 12th of October 1711. He was
the son of Alexander Tytler, a Writer to the Signet
in that city, who enjoyed the highest reputation for
the probity and excellence of his private charae-
ter. Like his father, William Tytler studied law,
and became a Writer to the Signet in 1744. But
although carrying on a legal business of considerable
extent, he found leisure to indulge his taste for lite-
rary composition, and obtained considerable fame by
publishing, in 1759, his well-known vindication of
Mary Queen of Scots. This work, entitled “An
Inquiry, Historical and Critical, into the Evidence
against Mary Queen of Scots, and an Examination
of the Histories of Dr Robertson and Mr Hume with
respect to that Evidence,” was so favourably received
by the public as to pass through four editions. In
it Tytler sought to vindicate the memory of the un-
fortunate Queen, by bringing forward many cireum-
stantial proofs that she was innocent of a complicity
in the death of her husband Darnley, and attempting
to show that the letters alleged to have been written
* by her to the Earl of Bothwell were spurious.

This Vindication received the commendations of
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Samuel Johnson, Smollett, and other eminent literary
men, who acknowledged the author’s ingenuity,
although they did not agree with the conclusion at
which he arrived.

In addition to this remarkable publication, Tytler
made several other interesting contributions to
Scottish literature, among which may be noticed,
“The Poetical Remains of James I., King of Scot-
land, with a Dissertation on the Life and Writings of
that Monarch.”

After spending a long life in the tranquil enjoy-
ment of literary ease, Tytler died at the family seat of
‘Woodhouselee on September 12, 1792, in the eighty-
first year of his age. A high sense of honour, an
uncorrupted integrity, a manly opposition to every
kind of depravity or vice, were the distinguishing
features of his character ; and he died without leav-
ing an enemy or detractor in the world.

Alexander Fraser Tytler, his eldest son, better
known, perhaps, by his judicial title of Lord Wood-
houselee, was born at Edinburgh on the 4th October
1747. He was educated first at the High School of
that city, and afterwards at a private school in the
neighbourhood of London. When he had reached
the age of seventeen he entered the University of
Edinburgh, and, having passed through the course of
education preparatory to a legal life, was called to
the bar in the year 1770, when he was in his twenty-
third year. He married, in 1776, Anne Fraser, eldest
daughter of Mr William Fraser of Belnain, Writer to
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the Signet, by whom he had a family of eight chil-
dren, of whom Patrick, the future historian of Seot-
land, was tht youngest.

In 1780 he was appointed Professor of Universal
History in the University of Edinburgh, and dis-
charged the duties of the chair with great ability and
success. As Professor .of History he published, in
1782, his well-known “Elements of General His-
tory,”—a work the .merits of which have been
generally recognised, and which is still a standard
class-book on the subject.

He published anonymously, in 1790, an “Essay on
the Principles of Translation.” This treatise speedily
obtained a great reputation, and deserves to be re-
garded as one of the best introductions to criticism
in the English language.

In the same year he was appointed, through the
interest of Lord Melville, Judge-Advocate of Scot-
land; and about nine years afterwards was raised to
the Bench under the title of Lord Woodhouselee.

Besides the works already mentioned, and several
smaller productions, Lord Woodhouselee published
an elegantly written memoir of Henry Home, Lord
Kames, which contains notices of many of the literary
Scotsmen of the last century. He died on the 5th
January 1813, in the sixty-sixth year of his age.

Patrick FrASER TyTLER, the fourth son and
youngest child of Lord Woodhouselee, was born at
Edinburgh on the 30th of August 1791. He was
educated at the High School there, under Mr (after-
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wards Professor) Christison and Dr Adam of that
seminary. These gentlemen were distinguished for
their success as teachers, and under their care a large
number of pupils, who afterwards filled eminent posi-
tions in life, received the elements of a liberal educa-
tion. As a boy, Tytler gave little promise of that
devotion to literary pursuits by which he was to be
afterwards distinguished. He was, however, beloved
by his schoolfellows for the generous nature of his
disposition, and for his spirited and manly character.
His father early remarked the ability which lay
under his apparent carelessness and inattention.
“You do not understand the boy,” he would say.
“Y tell you he is a wonderful boy. Look at the
eager expression of his countenance when listening
to conversation far above his years ; he is drinking
in every word. You tell me he never opens an im-
proving book; that it must always be an amusing
story for him. I am much mistaken if he does not
read grave enough books by and by.”

Tytler was fortunate in having as his tutor a young
man who afterwards earned some reputation by his
writings—the Rev. John Black, minister of the parish
of Coylton, in Ayrshire, and author of an clegant
“Life of Tasso.” TUnder the carc of this accom-
plished guide Tytler made rapid progress, and ac-
quired that taste for reading which he afterwards
turned to so good an account. At a somewhat later
period he enjoyed the assistance in his studies of
another gentleman afterwards highly distinguished
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—the Rev. John Lee—who, after filling several
important academical offices, died Principal of the
University of Edinburgh.

In his youth Tytler had also the great advantage
of participating in the literary society which his
father gathered around him. He may, indeed, be
said to have breathed a literary atmosphere from his
boyhood. Henry Mackenzie, (the “Man of Feel-
ing,”) Scott, Sidney Smith, Mackintosh, and Jeffrey,
were his father's frequent guests; and young Tytler
had the privilege of listening to the brilliant conver-
sation of these eminent men.

Intending that his son should enter the profession
of the law, Lord Woodhouselee resolved that, before
beginning his legal studies, he should spend a year
at an academical institution in England. Accord-
ingly, Tytler was sent to Chobham House School, and
placed under the care of the Rev. Charles Jerram,
a gentleman of great worth. Under this excellent
master he made much progress, particularly in the
a1t of writing Latin verses, and in the study of the
Greck poets. At the same time he did not neglect
his general reading; and when he returned to Edin-
burgh, he brought with him an increased taste for
that polite literature which was the delight of his
future life.

The following éxtract of a letter, which he wrote
after his return from Chobham to his brother Alex-
ander, is interesting as showing the early period at
which his love for the study of history developed
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itself. It is dated June 14,1810:—“I now come to
give you some idea of my studies. When I first
went to England, from having always lived in a
literary family, where Mr Black and papa were con-
tinually talking upon learned subjects, as well as
having read a few books, I had picked up more
general knowledge than is commonly to be found
amongst the boys at an English school. This made
me in some degree looked up to, and balanced my
deficiency in classical knowledge. To this last I
applied tooth and nail; reading by myself, and often
getting up in the winter mornings to study by candle-
light. At last I began to understand and like Greek,
and to make some progress in Latin versification.
My vein improved amazingly at Chobham. The
study of Virgil and Horace, of Milton and Thomson,
was to me truly delightful. I often gave exercises
in English verse; and Mr Jerram was sometimes
pleased to express his approbation, and to ask for a
copy of them. But I acquired a high relish for
another noble branch of literature, and which I am
at present pursuing with the greatest pleasure. I
mean history. 1 there read Robertson’s admirable
History of Charles V., and wrote short notes upon it.
Since that I have been reading Machiavel’s History
of Florence, Watson’s Philip IIL, Gibbon’s Decline
and Fall, Clarendon’s noble work on the Rebellion,
Sully’s Memoirs, Clarendon’s Life, Voltaire’s Charles
XIIL, Papa’s Elements, Chevalier Ramsay’s Life of
Turenne, Junius’s Letters, the Life of Lord Chatham;
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and I am now engaged with Hume, and Rapin’s Acta
Regia. What do you think of history, my dear
Sandié? To me it seems the noblest of all studies.
To say that it is entertaining is its least praise. It is
the school of statesmen and warriors; and the plea-
sure, next to living in the times, and being a witness to
the actions of these, is that of reading their lives
and actions.”*

About the close of the year 1809 Tytler entered
the University of Edinburgh, and began with enthu-
siasm the study of law. But while he was working
hard, along with his young friend Archibald (now
Sir Archibald) Alison, at the Institutes of Heineceius,
his favourite studies were not forgotten. At the
request of his father, he wrote, in 1810, a poem,
which he entitled “The Woodhouselee Masque,”
and which was allowed by competent judges to be a
most graceful performance. This, and other unpub-
lished poems, and also the elegant poetical trans-
lations which exist in some of his minor works, dis-
play a genius for poetry which, had it been cultivated,
would have entitled him to rank amongst the poets
of his country.

Tytler was called to the Scottish Bar on the 3d of
July 1813 ; shortly after which he had to mourn the
loss of his excellent father, Lord Woodhouselee, who
had long suffered from a painful disease.

In the beginning of 1814, Tytler embraced the
opportunity, which the peace of that year afforded,

* Burgon's Memoir, p. 65.
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to visit France, in company with William and Archi-
bald Alison, and Mr D. Anderson of Moredun. This
tour lasted from April to June, and afforded the most
lively gratification to the young tourists. They had
the honour of being presented, while in Paris, to many
distinguished men, including the great Platoff, and
enjoyed the sight of innumerable celebrities. A record
of this tour is preserved in an anonymous work, in
two volumes, entitled “Travels in France during the
Years 1814-15, comprising a Residence at Paris
during the stay of the Allied Armies, and at Aix at
the period of the Landing of Bonaparte.” It was
understood to be the production of Mr Archibald
Alison, and contained certain chapters which Tytler
contributed.

Through the influence of Alexander Maconochie,
Esq., afterwards Lord Meadowbank, then Lord-Advo-
cate, Tytler was appointed, when he had only been three
years at the bar, a Junior Crown Counsel in Exchequer
—an office worth £150 per annum. He also made
some progress as a pleader at the bar. But literature
and historical inquiry, although not engrossing all his
attention, still occupied his leisure hours, and induced
him to contribute various papers to literary journals.

During the years 1817 and 1818, he wrote several
articles for Blackwood’s Magazine, then in its infancy.
These were, “Remarks on Lacunar Strevilinense;”
an address “To my Dog;” and a fanciful fragment,
under the title of “A Literary Romance.”

The fatigues of his professional and other duties
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rendered him desirous of making a fresh tour for
the benefit of his health; and he visited Norway in
1818, in company with Mr D. Anderson of Moredun.
While on their tour they happened to be at Dron-
theim, when Bernadotte, after being crowned King
of Sweden, made his entry, with his son Prince Oscar,
into that city. The young Scotsmen had the honour
of being presented to the king, by whom they were
graciously received, and invited to dine with his
Majesty.

The first separate work which Tytler published
was his “Life of James Crichton of Cluny, commonly
called the Admirable Crichton.” It appeared in
1819, and was dedicated to the memory of his father,
Lord Woodhouselee. i

In this interesting memoir Tytler brought together
the various materials bearing on the life and exploits
of this extraordinary personage, whose remarkable
attainments made Scotland celebrated throughout
Europe in the sixteenth century. By a careful ex-
amination of the contemporary literature of the period
in which Crichton flourished, Tytler successfully
refuted the attempts which had been made by several
authors to discredit the evidence on which his fame
had so long rested.

Tytler’s fondness for antiquarian research is nowhere
more apparent than in this biography, which may
be said to have left little to be gleaned by subsc-
quent inquirers, The work was wcll received by the
public ; and a second edition was called for in 1823.
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In 1822 was founded the Bannatyne Club, of which
Tytler was one of the original members. This literary
society, founded on the model of the Roxburghe
Club, was formed by Sir W. Scott, Thomas Thomson,
David Laing, and some other enthusiastic Scottish
antiquaries,

It existed until 1860; and, during that long
period, issued to its members a series of works
which have been described as forming the greatest,
the most important, and the most splendid dis-
closures that have been made of the latent historical
treasures of Scotland.

Following the example of the Roxburghe Club, the
members of the Bannatyne celebrated the anniversary
of their institution by an elegant symposium. At
these banquets original compositions were sung by
such of the members as were of a poetical tempera-
ment. Their songs, or ‘‘garlands,” as they were
termed, were afterwards printed in a sumptuous style
for the use of the members. Sir W. Scott produced
the first, “Quhairin the President speaketh,” and
was followed by Tytler, who contributed three songs,
which were quaintly described as having been “Brevit
be ane lernit Councillar in the Kingis Chekar,” and
which displayed a considerable amount of humour
and poetical ability.

In addition to the volumes printed at the expense
of the Club generally, it was, if not a condition of
membership, at least expected that a volume should
be printed by each of the members, and presented to
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the rest. Tytler, accordingly, in conjunction with
his friends Mr Hog of Newliston and Mr Adam
Urquhart, contributed a volume of “Memoirs of the
‘Wars carried on in Scotland and Ireland, 1689-91,
by Major-General Hugh Mackay.” This curious
volume was printed in 1833.

Tytler's attention was at this time nearly equally
divided between law and literature, and, as it has
commonly been supposed that a literary man could
not be a good lawyef, it seemed necessary that he
should make his election between them, for success
in his future career. Buf a compromise suited him
better, and so he published, in 1823, ““An Account
of the Life and Works of Sir T. Craig of Riccarton,”
the author of a celebrated treatise on the Feudal Law
of Scotland. Craig had been a man of studious and
retired habits, and mixed but little in the factions
and intrigues of his time. Tytler, while recording
the facts in the uneventful life of the great lawyer,
gave an interest to the work by incorporating many
notices of the eminent statesmen who were his con-
temporaries during the period between 1538 and
1608. This work was well received by the members
of the legal faculty; but, while it served to maintain
its author’s literary reputation, it failed to increase his
practice at the bar.

Tytler's agreeable manners and joyous tempera-
ment made him a prominent member of the Midlothian
troop of Yeomanry Cavalry, which numbered then, as
it does still, many young men of rank connected with
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the Scottish metropolis. An incident which oc-
curred in 1824 was the cause of much merriment
amongst the troop, and called forth several of those
amusing lyrical effusions in which Tytler so much
excelled. “He had planned a quiet afternoon with
his brother, under the paternal roof of Woodhouselee,
and, with that view, had stolen away from his com-
panions and the prospect of duty on the Portobello
sands. But he was quickly missed at head-quarters;
his intended line of march anticipated; and a cor-
poral’s troop, with a led horse, and a mock warrant
for seizure, were despatched to apprehend and bring
back the deserter. Tytler, the instant he espied the
approach of this band, escaped by a back door, and
took shelter in the glen above Woodhouselee. He
remained there until he thought the danger must be
over, and then ventured to return to the house; but
ill had he calculated on the sharpness of the lawyer-
soldiers of the Lothian Yeomanry. He was captured
at the very threshold by the ambush which awaited
his return, deprived of his arms, mounted on the led
horse, and carried off in triumph to the military en-
campment at Musselburgh. The entire pantomime
so touched his fancy, that he turned the incident into
a song that same evening, and sang it the next day,
(to the air of ‘The Groves of Blarney,’) at the mess
table, amid the applause and laughter of his delighted
companions. He confessed how ¢ Private Tytler, for-
getting quite, sir,” the heinousness of desertion,—and

in defiance of
VOL L A
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¢ That truth, the soul of discipline,—
Most undutifully, in the month of July,
Set out for Woodhouselee to dine.
The enemy’s approach, and his own retreat to the glen,
he graphically described, as well as the exceeding dis-
comfort to which he had been subjected as he

¢ Shrouded sat beneath the pine,’” *

This song, called ““The Deserter,” and several
others, were privately printed, in 1825, as “The
Songs of the Edinburgh Troop.”

Tytler and his yeomanry troop did good service on
occasion of a great fire which happened in Edinburgh
at that time. They were on duty for the purpose of
guarding the effects which the inhabitants were en-
deavouring to save from the conflagration. And to a
happy suggestion of Tytler the preservation of the
Advocates’ Library from the flames may be said to
be due. He suggested that the roof of the building
in which the books were contained should be eovered
with wet blankets, and personally assisted in having
this work done. The expedient was fortunately effec-
tual, and that nohle collection of books was saved.

From his intimacy with Sir Walter Scott, whose
antiquarian tastes and literary labours led him to in-
quire minutely into almost every circumstance con-
nected with Scottish history, Tytler derived much
advantage. It was the advice of this great man that
he should concentrate his energies on a historical
work, which would supply a desideratum in Scottish

* Burgon’s Memoir, p. 166.
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literature, Scott possessed, in an eminent degree, the
talent for imbuing his circle of friends with the same
enthusiasm for literary enterprises which was charac-
teristic of his own nature. He found in Tytler one
of congenial sympathies; and while his friend was on
a visit to Abbotsford, in 1823, he had seriously urged
him to undertake the task of writing a history of
Scotland.

No one would have been so competent for such an
enterprise as Sir Walter himself ; but the multifarious
nature of his other literary pursuits deprived him of
the leisure necessary for the great amount of pre-
liminary research which such a work involves. The
subject was one, however, in which he was deeply
interested ; and as he at one time cherished the hope
that an opportunity might occur when he might be
enabled to devote his own energies to its treatment,
he had collected various anecdotes from Scottish
history for the purpose. These he afterwards pub-
lished as the “Tales of a Grandfather,” one of his most
popular works.

The following interesting account of the circum-
stances to which we owe Tytler’s invaluable work, is
given in a letter written by Mr Pringle of Whytbank
to Mr James Tytler in 1854. The historian had been
on a visit to Mr Pringle at Yair, and, accompanied
by that gentleman, had spent a most agreeable day at
Abbotsford :—“ While we were riding home at night,”
continues Mr Pringle,—“ I remember the place; it
was just after we had forded the Tweed, at Birdside
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—your brother told me, that in the course of that
evening Sir Walter Scott had taken him aside, and
sugoested to him the scheme of writing a history of
Scotland. Sir Walter stated that, some years before,
the booksellers had urged him to undertake such a
work, and that he had at one time seriously contem-
plated it. The subject was very congenial to his
tastes; and he thought that by interspersing the
narrative with romantic anecdotes illustrative of the
manners of his countrymen, he could render such a
work popular. But he soon found, while engaged in
preparing his materials, that something more was
wanted than a popular romance,—that a right his-
tory of Scotland was yet to be written ; but that there
were ample materials for it in the national records,
in collections of documents both private and public,
and in Scottish authors whose works had become
rare or were seldom perused. The research, however,
which would be required for bringing to light, and
arranging and digesting these materials, he soon
saw would be far more than he had it in his power
to give to the subject; and it would be a work of
tedious and patient labour, which must be pursued
not in Scotland only, but amongst the national eol-
Jections of records in London, and wherever else such
documents may have been preserved. DBut such a
labour his official duties and other avocations would
not allow him to bestow upon it. He had, therefore,
ended in a resolution to confine his undertaking to a
collection of historical anecdotes for the amusement
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of the rising generation, calculated to impress upon
their memories the worthy deeds of Secottish heroes,
and inspire them with sentiments of nationality. He
also mentioned that the article on the Culloden
Papers, published in the Quarterly Review for 1816,
which I have always considered as one of the most
attractive as well as characteristic of all his writ-
ings, had been originally conceived in the form of
a portion of an introductory essay to the contem-
plated historical work, which was now likely fo go
no further.

“He then proposed to your brother to enter on the
undertaking, and remarked to him, that he knew his
tastes and favourite pursuits lay so strongly in the
line of history, and the history of his native country
must have such peculiar interest for him, that the
labour could not fail to be congenial fo him; that
though the requisite researches would consume a
great deal of time and thought, he had the advantage
of youth on his side, and might live to_complete the
work, which, if executed under a deep sense of the
importance of historical truth, would confer a lasting
benefit on his country; and he ended with offering
all the aid in his power for obtaining access to the
repositories of information, as well as advice in pur-
suing the necessary investigations.

“I asked my friend if the suggestion pleased him ?
He replied, that the undertaking appeared very for-
midable; that I knew he had always been fond of
historical pursuits, and though he confessed he had
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frequently cherished an ambition for becoming an
historical author, yet it had never entered into his
mind to attempt a history of his own country, as he
knew too well the difficulties which he would have to
encounter, especially those of attaining accuracy, and
realising his own conception of what a history of
Scotland ought to be; but that the suggestion, com-
ing from such a quarter, as well as the offered assist-
ance, was not to be disregarded. You may be sure
that T encouraged him to the best of my power; for
though I knew how much it was likely to withdraw
his attention from his professional avocations, yet I
also knew how much more congenial a pursuit it
would prove, and how much more he was likely to
attain to excellence, and establish his reputation
in this channel. It was, therefore, with much satis-
faction that I soon afterwards learned from him that
he had entered seriously on the undertaking.”*

Before the first two volumes of the “History of
Scotland ” made their appearance, Tytler communi~
cated an elegant paper to the Royal Society of Edin-
burgh, which was published in its Transactions in
1826. It is entitled, “ An Historical and Critical
Introduction to an Inquiry into the Revival of the
Greek Literature in Italy after the Dark Ages.”

In March 1826 Tytler was married to Rachel,
daughter of Thomas Hog, Esq., of Newliston,—a
lady to whom he had been long attached. This
union afforded him unmixed happiness, which was

* Burgon’s Memoir, p. 175.
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only terminated by the early death of his wife in
1835. After his marriage, Tytler established him-
self in 36 Melville Street, Edinburgh, where he
began the preparation of his History. He also pub-
lished, anonymously, at this time, a life of John.
Wyecliff, the precursor of the English Reformation.

After his marriage, Tytler entered upon his histori-
cal labours with the utmost enthusiasm. As the
result of two years of unremitting exertion, the first
volume appeared in March 1828, and was followed by
the second in 1829. These volumes were favourably
received, and were reviewed by Sir Walter Scott in
an able article in the Quarterly for 1829. Sir Walter
concluded his characteristic paper by referring to the
laborious task thus begun, and wishing the author
God speed—

“ For long, though pleasing, is the way,
And life, alas ! allows but an ill winter’s day.”

He also expressed the hope that Tytler, young, ardent,
and competent to the task, would not delay to pro-
secute it with the same spirit which he bad already
displayed.

Tytler appears at first to have had some difficulty
in obtaining a suitable publisher for his History, and
had calculated on but a moderate success for this
first instalment of his great work. He was agree-
ably disappointed when the sale of the first edition
of these two volumes exceeded one thousand copies.
A fair success attended the publication of the other
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volumes, which appeared successively in 1831, 1834,
1837, 1840, 1842, and 1843.

In the further prosecution of his labours, Tytler
visited London in 1830, to consult the manusecripts
in the State Paper Office and in the British Museum.
‘While in London he endeavoured to secure the suc-
cession to the office of Historiographer for Scotland,
when it should become vacant. This appointment
was then held by the venerable Dr Gillies, who was
in the ecighty-third year of his age. Tytler was
warmly received by many of the first literary men of
the metropolis, and was engaged by Mr Murray to
write a collection of biographies of illustrious Scots-
men, for a series of popular works then projected by
that eminent publisher.

This very interesting work accordingly appeared
as “Lives of Scottish Worthies” in 1831-33. It con-
tained notices of the following twelve Scottish celeb-
rities :—Alexander III, Michael Scott the wizard of
Scotland, Wallace, Bruce, Barbour, Wyntoun, Fordun,
James I., Henryson, Dunbar, Gawin Douglas, and Sir
David Lyndsay.

In consequence of a change of ministry, Tytler
lost his Exchequer -appointment in 1830, which
rendered him meore dependent on his literary
exertions. The failing health of his wife shortly
afterwards induced bim, as he was no longer neces-
sitated to reside in Edinburgh, to try the effect of
a change to a southern climate. He removed his
family accordingly to Torquay, where they resided
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for a year. He also spent some time at Rothesay in
Bute.

Notwithstanding the interruptions caused by his
changes of residence about this time, occasioned by
the most ardent attachment to his amiable and ac-
complished wife, Tytler found leisure to write a “Life
of Sir Walter Raleigh,” and a ‘Historical View of
the Progress of Discovery in America.” These works
formed part of a series issued by Messrs Oliver
and Boyd, under the title of “The Edinburgh Cabinet
Library,” and were very popular. Of his Life of
Raleigh new editions were called for in 1840, 1844,
1846, and 1847,

From his fondness for research among the national
archives, and his familiarity with the contents of the
State Paper Office in London, Tytler was, in 1834,
desirous of obtaining a permanent appointment of a
congenial nature. As the keepership of the records
in the Chapter House of Westminster (to which a
salary of £400 a year was attached) was then vacant,
Tytler became a candidate for that appointment.
He was, however, unsuécessful, and the office was
bestowed on Sir Francis Palgrave.

In the following year, he suffered a severe blow
to his domestic happiness through the death of his
wife, which he bore with Christian resignation. By
religious meditation, and by attention to the educa-
tion of his youthful family, he strove to comfort him-
self under this painful bereavement.

He was destined to experience a great disappoint-
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ment in 1836. On the death of Dr Gillies, who sur-
vived till he was in his eighty-ninth year, Tytler
fully expected the appointment of Historiographer
for Scotland. A promise had actually been made to
his father, Lord Woodhouselee, that he should have
this honour conferred on him ; but, by an unlooked-
for change of ministry, the office was otherwise dis-
posed of. Tt was bestowed on George Brodie, £sq.,
Advocate. ;

From his familiarity with the national archives,
Tytler was, in 1836, examined, by a committee of
the House of Commons, as to the best plan for render-
ing these documents available to historical inquirers.
His evidence tended to show the folly of attempting
to print ¢n extenso the whole of these ancient records.
He suggested, however, the propriety of publishing
lists or calendars of these papers, which should, at
the same time, embrace a short analysis of their con-
tents. This valuable suggestion, after the lapse of
twenty years, has been adopted, and the collection
of “Calendars of State Papers,” now in course of
publication, will, when completed, be an absolutely
essential aid to those engaged in historical inquiries.

Begides a volume of his “ History of Scotland,”
Tytler published, in 1837, his “Life of Henry VIIL,”
which, like his “Life of Raleigh,” formed a volume
of Oliver and Boyd’s “Edinburgh Cabinet Library.”
It passed through several editions. He also, about
this time, in conjunction with Mr John Miller, Q.C.,
and the Rev. Joseph Stevenson, instituted the
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English Historical Society. As the Bannatyne Club
illustrated Scottish history, this society was originated
for the purpose of publishing early chronicles and
documents of interest to the student of the literature
of England. It flourished for nearly twenty years,
and printed for the use of its members a series of
twenty-nine volumes, remarkable for the excellence
of their typography, and for the care with which
they were edited. The labours of Tytler in connexion
with this society increased the debt this country owes
to his unwearied exertions in the cause of historical
research.

As the nature of his literary avocations required
constant reference to the manuscript treasures con-
tained in London, Tytler found it expedient to take
up his abode in the metropolis; he accordingly re-
moved finally to London in 1837.

Shortly after settling in his new residence in that
city, Tytler published, in 1839, a work in two volumes,
entitled, ““England under the reigns of Edward VI.
and Mary, with the contemporary History of Europe,
illustrated in a Series of Original Letters never before
printed.” This work contains 191 letters, written by
the most distinguished persons of the period, from
1546 to 1558, with introductory remarks, biogra-
phical sketches, and useful historical notes. It may
be regarded as an attempt to popularise the immense
mass of manuscript literature contained in the State
Paper Office and other repositories, as the obsolete
spelling of the letters was modernised to render
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them intelligible to general readers. From the multi-
farious nature of the contents of these volumes, it is
difficult to describe them. The work is, however, a
favourable specimen of the manner in which a well-
skilled antiquary may render generally attractive and
interesting those ancient documents which, in their
original form, would be seldom consulted.

The publication of the “ History of Scotland” was
brought to a close in 1843 by the issue of the ninth
and last volume, which Tytler concludes as follows:
—“TIt is with feelings of gratitude, mingled with
regret, that the author now closes this work—the
history of his country—the labour of little less than
eighteen years ;—gratitude to the Giver of all good
that life and health have been spared to complete,
however imperfectly, an arduous undertaking; regret
that the tranquil pleasures of historical im'restigation,
the happy hours devoted to the pursuit of truth, are
at an end, and that he must at last bid farewell to an
old and dear companion.”

Tytler has the merit of having executed his great
work with much candour and impartiality. On every
period of Scottish history which he has examined he
has thrown fresh light; and he has given a clear and
consistent narrative of events which, in many in-
stances, had previously been the subject of the fiercest
controversy. This work, whilst it displays an im-
mense amount of antiquarian-knowledge, is, at the
same time, replete with elevated sentiments; and is
written in that elegant style which might have been
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. expected from its author’s hereditary claims to liter-
ary distinction.

He begins his history with the accession of Alex-
ander IIT, in 1242, and continues it to the union of
the crowns of England and Scotland under James I,
in 1603. The period which he thus assigned to him-
self is illustrated by reference to nearly every source
of authentic information which the recent spirit of
antiquarian research had placed at the disposal of the
historical inquirer. The voluminous publications of
the Record Commission, embracing the Acts of the
Scottish Parliament, and the Rotuli Scotie, a work
relating to the transactions between England and
Scotland from 1290 to 1517; the accounts of the
Great Chamberlain of Scotland from 1263 to 1435;
and the publications of the Bannatyne Club, afforded,

“in addition to the original MSS. discovered by him-
self in the national archives, the authentic materials
with the aid of which his work was prepared.

The history of Scotland, previous to the reign of
Alexander, still remains an interesting field of re-
search; and it may be doubted whether this part of
the subject has yet been so fully explored as to admit of
its results being embodied in a history for popular use.
The void has been supplied to a certain extent, by
Tytler in his chapter on the state of Ancient Scot-
land, in which he gives the most graphic account of
its early condition anywhere to be found.

In his treatment of what may be called the ques-
trones vewatw of Scottish history, it must be said that
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he rarely allows his own sympathies to influence the
impartiality of his narrative. As an instance of this,
it may be remarked, that whilst he entertained the
greatest respect for the memory of his grandfather—
whose vindication of Queen Mary laid the foundation
of the literary fame of the family—he came to a dif-
ferent conclusion with reference to Queen Mary, so
clearly had his researches established her guilt.

It was at one time Tytler’s intention to continue
his history down to the period of the union of Scot-
land with England, in 1707. But from the volumi-
nous and important nature of the documents to be
arranged and examined for this purpose he found
himself unable to enter on such a herculean task.

A short abstract of his History formed the article
“Scotland ” in the Seventh Edition of the ““ Encyclo-
pedia Britannica.” It first appeared in 1842, and was
afterwards printed in a separate form as a suitable
class-book for schools.

Tytler at length began to receive the long-delayed
rewards of his literary diligence and indefatigable
research. A pension of £200 was bestowed on
him by Government in recognition of his services.
This mark of royal favour was communicated to him
in the most handsome terms by Sir Robert Peel, then
Prime Minister. He also had the honour of being
consulted by Her Majesty and Prince Albert with
reference to the collections of historical curiosities,
drawings, and miniatures preserved at Windsor. On
the occasions of his visiting the palace for this pur-
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pose, Tytler was received with much attention, and
retained a lively sense of the affability of the royal
family. At the desire of Her Majesty he wrote an
account of a singular relic in the royal collection,
known as the Darnley Jewel A few copies of his
notes on this subject were printed for Her Majesty’s
use.

In 1845, Tytler was united, for the second time, in
marriage to Anastasia, daughter of Thomson Bonar,
Esq., of Camden Place, Kent.

The intense mental application which characterised
the whole of Tytler's life, although relieved by an
occasional indulgence in active field sports, had, as
might be expected, a prejudicial effect on his health.
He had a slight paralytic seizure in 1841, from the
effects of which, by prompt attention, he recovered.
His health, however, broke down in 1846, and he
became a confirmed invalid. After residing for some
years in Germany for the improvement of his health,
he returned to England in 1849, and died in London
on Christmas Eve of that year, when he was in the
fifty-eighth year of his age. His remains were brought
to Edinburgh, and were interred in the family vault,
in the Greyfriars’ churchyard. He left three chil-
dren, two sons,—Alexander, and Thomas Patrick, who
entered the East India Company’s military service,—
and one daughter.

The uneventful career of Tytler, thus closed at a
comparatively early age, was well worthy of the dis-
tinguished family from which he sprung. His high
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moral character, and his amiable and cheerful dispo-
sition, endeared him to a large circle of friends. A#
the same time he was distinguished, from his youth
upwards, by a deep sense of religion—the result of his
excellent early training—by which his life was care-
fully regulated. His numerous published works at-
test the patient research with which he brought to
light historical documents of the highest interest and
value ; while to his indomitable perseverance in this
respect was united an amount of perspicuous dis-
crimination in the employment of them, which justly
entitles him to take an honourable place among those
authors who have most successfully laid open the his-
torical treasures of their country for the instruction
of the present and of future generations.
JOoEN SmMALL, M.A.
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ArexanpER the Third had not completed his eighth
year, when the death of the king, his father, on the
8th July, 1249, opened to him the peaceable accession
to the Scottish throne.* He was accordingly con-
ducted by an assembly of the nobility to the Abbey
of Scone, and there crowned.+

* Winton, vol. i. p. 380, boek vii. chap. x. Mathew Paris Hist. p. 770.

4 Alexander the Third was son of Alexander the Second, by Mary,
daughter of Ingelram de Couci. Imhoff. Regum Pariumque Magnz Britt.
Histor. Genealogica, Part I. p. 42. The family of de Couci affected a royal
pomp, and considered all titles as beneath their dignity. The Cri de Guerre
of this Ingelram, or Enguerrand, was—

Je ne suis Roy, ni Prince aussi.
Je suis le Seigneur de Couci.

On account of his brave actions, possessions, and three marriages with
ladies of royal and illustrious families, he was surnamed Le Grand.—Win-
ton, vol. ii. p. 482,

VOL. I. B
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A long minority, at all times an unhappy event for
a kingdom, was at this time especially unfortunate
for Scotland. The vicinity of Henry the Third of
England, who, although individually a weak monarch,
allowed himself sometimes to be directed by able and
powerful counsellors, and the divisions between the
principal nobility of Scotland, facilitated the designs
of ambition, and weakened the power of resistance;
nor can it be doubted, that during the early part of
this reign, the first approaches were made towards
that great plan for the reduction of Scotland, which
was afterwards attempted to be carried into effect by
Edward the First, and defeated by the bravery of
Wallace and Bruce. But in order to show clearly
the state of the kingdom upon the accession of this
monarch, and more especially in its relations with
England, it will be necessary to go back a few years,
to recount a story of private revenge which happened
in the conclusion of the reign of Alexander the Second,
(1242,) and drew after it important consequences.

A tournament, the frequent amusement of this war-
like age, was held near Haddington, on which occasion
Walter Bisset, a powerful baron who piqued himself
upon his skill in his weapons, was foiled by Patrick
earl of Athole.* An old feud which existed between
these families embittered the defeat ; and Athole was
found murdered in his house, which, probably for the
purpose of concealment, was set on fire by the assassins.
The suspicion of this slaughter, which, even in an age
familiar with ferocity, seems to have excited unwonted
horror,immediately fellupon the Bissets; and,although

* Henry earl of Athole had two daughters, Isobel and Fernelith. Isobel
married Thomas of Galloway.- Their only son was Patrick earl of Athele.

Fernelith married David de Hastings.—Hailes’ Annals, vol. i. p. 157.
Fordun a Goodal, vol. ii. p. 72. Math. Paris, p. 586.
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Walter was the person present at the tournament, the
popular clamour pointed to William, the chief of the
family.* He was pursued by the nobility, who were
incited to vengeance by the Earl of March and David
de Hastings ; and would have been torn to pieces, had
not the interference of the king protected him from
the fury of the friends of Athole. Bisset strenuously
asserted his innocence. He offered to prove, that he
had been fifty miles distant from Haddington when
the murder was committed ; he instantly procured the
sentence of excommunication against the assassins to
be published in every chapel in Scotland; he offered
combat to any man who dared abide the issue; but he
declined a trial by jury on account of the inveterate
malice of his enemies. The king accepted the office
of judge: the Bissets were condemned, their estates
forfeited to the crown, and they themselves compelled
to swear upon the Holy Gospel that they would repair
to Palestine, and there, for the remaining days of their
lives, pray for the soul of the murdered earl.

Walter Bisset,however, instead of Jerusalem, sought
the English court.+ There, by artfully representing
to the king that Alexander owed him fealty, and that,
as lord superior, he ought to have been first consulted
before judgment was given, whilst he described Scot~
land as the ally of France and the asylum of his
expatriated rebels,} he contrived to inflame the passion

* Lord Hailes remarks, vol. i. p. 157, that Fordun says the author of the
conspiracy was Walter. Fordun, on the contmr{r, all along aseribes it, or
rather says it was ascribed, to William Bisset.—Fordun a Goodal, vol. ii.
Pp- 72, 73, 74. 'The name of the Bisset banished from Scotland, as shown
1n the Patent Rolls of Henry the Third, is Walter.

+ Chronicon, Melross, a Stevenson. Bannatyne edition, p. 156,

$ Math. Paris, pp. 643,645, Speed’s Chronicle, p. 527. Speed ascribes
the disagreement between Henry and Alexander to the influence of Ingelram
de Couei ; and adds, that on the death of this nobleman, the kumour of
battle—this is Nym’s phrase—ceased, De Couci, in passing a river on
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of the English monarch to so high a pitch, that Henry
determined on an immediate invasion. Nor was the
temper with which Alexander received this information
in any way calculated to promote conciliation. To
the complaints of the King of England, that he had
violated the duty which he owed to him as his Lord
Paramount, the Scottish monarch is said to have
answered, that he neither did, nor ever would, consent
to hold from the King of England the smallest portion
of his kingdom of Scotland. His reply was warmly
seconded by the spirit of his nobility. They fortified
the castles on the marches; and the king soon found
himself at the head of an army of nearly a hundred
thousand foot and a thousand horse. Henry, on the
other hand, led into the field a large body of troops,
with which he proceeded to Newcastle. The accoutre-
ments and discipline of these two powerful hosts, which
were commanded by kings and included the flower of
the nobility of both countries, are highly extolled by
Mathew Paris.* The Scottish cavalry, according to
his account, were a fine body of men and well mounted,
although their horses were neither of the Spanish nor
Italian breed; and the horsemen were clothed in
armour of iron net-work. In the number of its cavalry
the English army far surpassed its rival force, including
a power of five thousand men-at-arms, sumptuously
accoutred. These armies came in sight of each other
at a place in Northumberland called Ponteland ; and
the Scots prepared for battle, by confessing themselves
to their priests, and expressing to each other their

horseback, was unseated, dragged in the stirrup, run through the body with
his own lance, and drowned.

* M. Paris, p. 645. Chron, Melross, p, 156. Rapin is in an error when
he says, vol. i, p. 318, that Alexander sent Henry word, he meant no longer
to do him homage for the lands he held in England,
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readiness to die in defence of the independence of their
country. As Alexander, however, was much beloved in
England, the nobility of that country coldly seconded
the rash enterprise of their king, and showed no anxiety
to hurry into hostilities. Richard earl of Cornwall,
brother to Henry, and the Archbishop of York,
thought this a favourable moment for proposing an
armistice ; and, by their endeavours, such great and
solemn preparations ended in a treaty of peace, without
a lance being put in rest. Its terms were just, and
favourable to both countries.*

Henry appears prudently to have waved all demand
of homage from Alexander for the kingdom of Scot-
land ; and the Scottish monarch, on the other hand,
who possessed land in England for which, although
the English historians assert the contrary, he does
not appear to have ever refused homage, consented,
for himself and his heirs, to maintain fidelity and
affection to Henry and his heirs, as his liege lord, and
not to enter into any league with the enemies of
England, except in the case of unjust oppression. It
was also stipulated, that the peace formerly signed at
York, in the presence of Otto the pope’s legate, should
stand good ; and that the proposal there made, of a
marriage between the daughter of the King of Eng-
land and the son of the King of Scots, should be
carried into effect. Alan Durward, at this time the
most accomplished knight and the best military leader
in Scotland, Henry de Baliol, and David de Lindesay,
with other knights and prelates, then swore on the
soul of their lord the king, that the treaty should be
kept inviolate by him and his heirs.+

er, vol. i pmﬁ 428. Rapin’s Acta Regia, by Whately,vol. i. p- 28,
he original charter granted to Henry by Alexander may be found in
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Thus ended this expedition of Henry’s into Scot-
land, formidable in its commencement, but happy and
bloodless in its result;* and such was the relative
situation of the two countries, when Alexander the
Third, yet a boy in his eighth year, mounted the
Scottish throne.

The mode in which the ceremony of his eoronation
was performed, is strikingly illustrative of the manners
of that age. The Bishops of St Andrews and Dunkeld,
with the Abbot of Scone, attended to officiate ; but an
unexpected difficulty arose. Alan Durward, the great
Justiciary, remarked, that the king ought not to be
crowned before he was knighted, and that the day
fixed for the ceremony was unlucky. The objection
was selfish, and arose from Durward, who was then at
the head of the Scottish chivalry, expecting that the
honour of knighting Alexander would fall upon him-
self.4+ But Comyn earl of Menteith, insisted that
there were frequent examples of the consecration of
kings before the solemnity of their knighthood ; he
represented that the Bishop of St Andrews might per-
form both ceremonies ; he cited the instance of William
Rufus having been knighted by Lanfranc archbishop
of Canterbury ; and he earnestly urged the danger of
delay. Nor was this danger ideal. Henry the Third,
in a letter to Rome, had artfully represented Scotland
as a fief of England; and had requested the pope to
interdict the ceremony of the coronation until Alex-
ander obtained the permission of his feudal superior.}

Mathew Paris, p. 646, and in Rymer, Feed. vol.i. p. 428. See Illustrations,
A. It is curious, as showing the state of the Scottish peeragein 1244, Nei-
ther Lesley nor Buchanan take any notice of this expedition and treaty.

* Tyrrel, History of England, vol. ii. p. 930.

+ Fordun a Hearneé2p. 59,

+ Hailes, vol. 1. p. 162, Rymer, vol.i.p.463.
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Fortunately the patriotic arguments of the Earl of
Menteith prevailed. The Bishop of St Andrews
girded the king with the belt of knighthood, and ex-
plained to him the respective oaths which were to be
taken by himself and his subjects, first in Latin, and
afterwards in Norman French.* They then conducted
the boy to the regal chair, or sacred stone of Scone,
which stood before the cross in the eastern division of
the chapel. Upon this he sat : the crown was placed
on his head, the sceptre in his hand ; he was invested
with the royal mantle ; and the nobility, kneeling in
homage, threw their robes beneath his feet. A High-
land sennachy or bard, of great age, clothed in a scarlet
mantle, with hair venerably white, then advanced
from the crowd; and, bending before the throne,
repeated, in his native tongue, the genealogy of the
youthful monarch, deducing his descent from the
fabulous Gathelus. It is difficult to believe that, even
in those days of credulity, the nobility could digest
the absurdities of this savage genealogist.+

Henry the Third, at this time influenced by the
devotional spirit of the age, had resolved on an expe-
dition to the Holy Land; and in order to secure
tranquillity to his dominions on the side of Scotland,
the marriage formerly agreed on, between his daughter
Margaret and the young Scottish king, was solemnized
at York on Christmas day, with much splendour and
dignity. The guests at the bridal were the King

* Fordun a Goodal, vol. ii. p. 81. g

* Fordun a Goodal, vol. ii. pp. 80, 81, 82, Chron. Melross, p. 219.
Lord Hailes has omitted the anecdote of the Highland sennachy ; but there
seems no reason to doubt its authenticity. It was probably relying on this
story that Nisbet has asserted (Heraldry, vol. ii. p. iv. p. 155,) that it wasa
part of the coronation ceremony to repeat six generations of the king’s an-
cestry. Martin’s Western Isles, p. 24%.

% Math, Paris, p. 829, Rymer,vol.i.p.466. Fordun a Hearne,pp.761,762.
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and Queen of England; Mary de Couci queen-dowa-
ger of Scotland, who had come from France, with a
train worthy of her high rank ;* the nobility, and the
dignified clergy of both countries, and in their suite a
numerous assemblage of vassals. A thousand knights,
in robes of silk, attended the bride on the morn of her
nuptials ; and after some days spent in tournaments,
feasting, and other circumstances of feudal revelry, the
youthful couple, neither of whom had reached their
eleventh year, set out for Scotland. ¢ Were I,” says
Mathew Paris, in one of those bursts of monastic
eloquence which diversify his annals, “to oxplain at
length the abundance of the feasts, the variety and
the frequent changes of the vestments, the delight and
the plaudits occasioned by the jugglers, and the mul-
titude of those who sat down to meat, my narrative
would become hyperbolical, and might produce irony
in the hearts of the absent. I shall only mention,
that the archbishop, who, as the great Prince of the
North, showed himself a most serene host to all comers,
made a donation of six hundred oxen, which were all
spent upon the first course; and from this circumstance,
I leave you to form a parallel judgment of the rest.”{

In the midst of these festivities, a circumstance of
importance occurred. When Alexander performed
homage for the lands which he held in England,
Henry, relying upon the facility incident to his age,
artfully proposed that he should also render fealty for
his kingdom of Scotland. But the boy, either in-
structed before-hand, or animated with a spirit and
wisdom above his years, replied, * That he had come
into England upon a joyful and pacific errand, and

o {mer, vol. i. edit. 1816, p. 278. Fordun a Hearne, p. 762.
+ Math. Paris, p. 830, Winton, book vii. chap. x. vol. 1. p. 383.
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that he would not treat upon so arduous a question
without the advice of the states of his kingdom ;™
upon which the king dissembled his mortification, and
the ceremony proceeded.*

Alan Durward, who, as High Justiciar, was the
Scottish king’s chief counsellor, had married the
natural sister of Alexander; and, during the rejoic-
ings at York, was accused, by Comyn earl of Menteith
and William earl of Mar, of a design against the
crown. The ground on which this accusation rested,
was an attempt of Durward, in which he was seconded
by the Scottish chancellor,+ to procure from the court
of Rome the legitimation of his wife, in order, said
his accusers, that his children should succeed to the
crown, if the king happened to die without heirs.
From the ambitious and intriguing character of Dur-
ward, this story probably had some foundation in
fact, and certain persons who were accused, actually
fled from York; upon which Henry made a new
appointment of guardians to the young king, at the
head of whom were placed the Earls of Menteith and
Mar.

The peace of Scotland was for many years after
this interrupted by that natural jealousy of England,
so likely to rise in a kingdom its equal in the sense of
independence, althoughits inferior in national strength.
Henry, too, adopted measures not caleulated to secure
the confidence of the Scottish people. He sent into
Scotland, under the name of guardian to the king,
Geoffry de Langley, a rapacious noble, who was imme-
diately expelled. He procured Innocent the Fourth

* Math, Paris, p. 829. Rapin’s History, by Tindal, vol. iii. p. 392, 8vo.
+ Fordun a Hearne, p. 762, Chron, Melross, p. 179. Winton, vol. i
book vii. chap. x. p. 384,
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to grant him a twentieth of the ecclesiastical revenues
of that kingdom, nominally for the aid of the Holy
Land, but really for his own uses; and he despatched
Simon de Montfort, the Earl of Leicester, on a mission,
described as secret in his instructions,* but the object
of which may be conjectured from the increasing
animosity of the disputes between the Scottish nobility.
Many English attendants, some of them persons of
rank and consequence, accompanied Margaret into her
new kingdom ; and between these intruders and the
ancient nobility of Scotland, who fiercely asserted their
privileges, disputes arose, which soon reached the ears
of the English court. The young queen, accustomed
to the indulgence and superior refinement of her
father’s court, bitterly lamented that she was immured
in a dismal fortress, without being permitted to have
her own attendants around her person, or allowed to
enjoy the society of her husband, the king.+

These complaints, which appear to have been highly
exaggerated, and a still more horrid report that the
queen’s physician had been poisoned by the same party
because he ventured to remonstrate against the con-
finement of his mistress, were not lost upon Alan
Durward, the late justiciar. He had accompanied
Henry in his expedition to Guienne, where, by his
courage and address, he regained the confidence of
that capricious monarch;} and he now prevailed upon
the king to despatch the Earl of Gloucester and
Maunsell his chief secretary, to the Scottish court,
for the purpose of dismissing those ministers who
were found not sufficiently obsequious to England.§

er, Eozdera, vol i. p. 523,
+ ath, Paris, p. % Chron. Melross, p. 183,
§ Rymer, Fcedera, vol. i. pp. 558, 559. See Illustrations, B.
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In sending these noblemen upon this mission, Henry
solemnly engaged to attempt nothing against the person
of the Scottish king, and never to insist upon his being
disinherited, or upon the dissolution of the marriage
settlement;* promises, the particular history of which
is involved in much obscurity, but which strongly,
though generally, demonstrate, that the English king
had been accused of designs inimieal to the honour and
independence of Scotland. At the head of the party
which steadily opposed the interested schemes of
Henry, was Walter Comyn ear]l of Menteith, whose
loyalty we have seen insisting on the speedy corona-
tion of the young king, when it was attempted to be
deferred by Alan Durward. Many of the principal
nobility, and some of the best and wisest of the clergy.
were found in the same ranks.

The Earl of Gloucester and his associates accord-
ingly repaired to Scotland; and, in concert with the
Earls of Dunbar, Strathern, and Carrick, surprised
the castle of Edinburgh, relieved the royal couple from
the real or pretended durance in which they were held,
and formally conducted them to the bridal chamber,
although the king was yet scarcely fourteen years of
age.+ English influence appears now to have been
predominant; and Henry, having heard of the success
of his forerunners Maunsell and Gloucester, and con-
ceiving that the time was come for the reduction of
Scotland under his unfettered control, issued his writs
to his military tenants, and assembled a numerous
army. As he led this array towards the borders, he
took care to conceal his real intentions, by directing,
from Newcastle, a declaration, that in this progress to

* Rymer, vol. i, p. 5
*+ Math. Paris, p. 908 FordunaGoodaI vol. ii, p. 90, book x. chap. ix.
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visit his dear son Alexander, he should attempt no-
thing prejudicial to the rights of the king, or the
liberties of Scotland.* In the meantime, the Comyns
collected their forces, and the opposite faction suddenly
removed the king and queen to Roxburgh, in which
castle Alexander received Henry, who conducted him,
with pomp and acclamation, to the Abbey of Kelso.
The government of Scotland was there remodelled;”a
new set of counsellors appointed; and the party of the
Comyns, with John Baliol and Robert de Ross, com-
pletely deprived of their political influence. In the
instruments drawn up upon this occasion, some provi-
sions were inserted, which were loudly complained of
as derogatory to the dignity of the kingdom; the
abettors of England were stigmatized as conspirators,
who were equally obnoxious to prelates, barons, and
burgesses; and the Bisbop of Glasgow, the Bishop
elect of St Andrews, the chancellor, and the Earl of
Menteith, indignantly refused to affix their seals to a
deed, which, as they asserted, compromised the liber-
ties of the country.{

A regency was now appointed, which included the
whole of the clergy and the nobility who were favourable
to England,} to whom were intrusted the custody of
the king’s person, and the government of the realm
for seven years, till Alexander had reached the age of

* Rymer, Feedera, vol. i. pp. 560, 561, The instrument is dated 25th
August 1255,

+ The Chronicle of Melrose, p. 181, calls the deed ¢ nefandissimum scrip-
tum,” S?fg Fordun a Goodal, book x. chap. ix. Winton, book vii. chap. x.
vol. i. p. 385.

I Rilt’:ha.rd Inverkeithen bishop of Dunkeld, Peter de Ramsay bishop of
Aberdeen, Malcolm earl of Fife, Patrick earl of Dunbar or March, Malise
earl of Strathern, and Nigel earl of Carrick, Walter de Moray, David de
Lindesay, Wilnam de Brechin, Robert de Meyners, Gilbert de Hay, and
Hugh Gifford de Yester, were the heads of the English party, Rymer,
Feedera, vol. i. pp. 565, 566, 567.



1256. ALEXANDER IIL. 18

twenty-one. Henry assumed to himself the title of
< principal counsellor to the illustrious King of Scot-
land;” and the Comyns, with Bishop Gamelin, the
Earl of Mar, Baliol, Ross, and their chief accomplices,
were removed from all share in the government of the
kingdom.*

Alexander, upon his part, engaged to treat his
young queen with all honour and affection; and the
Earl of Dunbar, according to a common solemnity of
this age, swore upon the soul of the king, that every
article of the agreement should be faithfully performed.
Thus ended a negotiation conducted entirely by Eng-
lish influence; and which, although the ambition of
the Comyns may have given some plausible colour to
the designs of their enemies, was generally and justly
unpopular in Scotland.f- Alexander and his queen
now repaired to Edinburgh ; and Henry, after having
attempted to recruit his exhausted coffers, by selling
a pardon to John de Baliol, and confiscating the
estates of Robert de Ross, returned to commit new
attacks upon the property of his English subjects.{

* Rotul. Patent. 39 Hen. IIL. m. 2, in protectionibus duabus pro Euge-
nio de Ergadia.

+ Winton, book vii, chap. x.—

Thare wes made swylk ordynans,
That wes gret grefe and displesans
Till of Scotland ye thre statis,
Burgens, Barownys, and Prelatis.

Nothing can be more slight or inaccurate than the account of the early
transactions of Alexander’s reign, to be found in Buchanan, Boece, and
Major. Nor are our more modern historians, who have not submitted to
the task of examining the original authorities, free from the same fault.
Maitland gives almost a transcript of Buchanan, Lingard, the author of a
valuable history of England, has advanced opinions regarding the conduct
of Henry the 'Elird and the once keenly-contested subject of homage, which
do not appear to me to be well founded : and even Hailes has not exposed,
in sufficiently strong colours, that cunning and ambition in the Enflish king,
which, under the mask of friendship and protection, concealed a design
against the liberties of the kingdom.

% Mathew Paris, p. 911,
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Upon his departure, Seotland became the scene of
civil faction and ecclesiastical violence. There were
at this time in that kingdom thirty-two knights and
three powerful earls of the name of Comyn;* and
these, with their armed vassals, assisted by many of
the disgraced nobility, formed an effectual check upon
the measures of the regency. Gamelin, the Bishop
elect of St Andrews, and the steady enemy of English
influence, unawed by his late removal, procured him-
self to be consecrated by the Bishop of Glasgow; and
although placed without the protection of the laws, he
yet, in an appeal to the court of Rome, induced the
pope to excommunicate his aceusers, and to declare
him worthy of his bishopric.+ Henry, enraged at the
bold opposition of Gamelin, prohibited his return, and
issued orders to arrest.him if he attempted to land in
England; while the regents performed their part in
the persecution, by seizing the rich revenues of his
see.t

In the midst of these scenes of faction and distur-
vance, the King and Queen of Scotland proceeded to
London on a visit to their father, and were received
with great magnificence. They were entertained at
Oxford, Woodstock, and in London. Tents were
raised in the meadows for the accommedation of their
followers; and Henry renewed to Alexander a grant
of the honour of Huntingdon, which had been held by
some of his predecessors.§ The party of the Comyns,
however, were slowly regaining ground. The pope,
by his judgment in favour of Gamelin, espoused their
quarrel; and they soon received a powerful support

* Fordun a Goodal, vol. ii. f{
+ Chron. Melross, p, 181, sules, vol. i. Nf 170, 4to,
+ Rymer, Faed. vo)p i, p. 652, ath, Paris, p. 930.
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in Mary de Couci the widow of Alexander the Second,
and John of Acre her husband, who at this time
passed through England into Scotland.* This was
deemed a favourable conjuncture by the delegates of
the pope, to publish the sentence of excommunication
against the counsellors of the king. The ceremony,
in those days an affair of awful moment, was performed
by the Bishop of Dumblane, and the Abbots of Jed-
burgh and Melrose, in the abbey church of Cambus-
kenneth, and repeated, * by bell and candle,” in every
chapel in the kingdom.+

To follow this up, the Comyns now assembled in
great strength : they declared that the government
of the kingdom had been shamefully mismanaged,—
that foreigners were promoted to the highest offices,—
that their sovereign was detained in the hands of
excommunicated 'and accursed persons,—and that an
interdict would soon be fulminated against the whole
kingdom.[ Finding that their party increased in
weight and popularity, they resorted to more desperate
measures. Under cover of night they attacked the
court of the king, which was then held at Kinross;
seized the young monarch in his bed; carried him and
his queen before morning to Stirling; made themselves
masters of the great seal of the kingdom; and totally
dispersed the opposite faction. Nor were they remiss
in strengthening their interest by foreign alliance.
They entered into a remarkable treaty with Wales—
at this time the enemy of England—which, with a
wisdom scarcely to be looked for in those rude times,
included in its provisions some important regulations
regarding the commerce of both countries.§

* Rymer, vol. i. p. 625. + Chron, Melross, p. 182,
1 Bee Illustrations, C, § Ibid. D.
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Alan Durward meanwhile precipitately fled to Eng-
land;* and the Comyns, eager to press their advantage
to the utmost, assembled their forces, and marched
with the king against the English party. A nego-
tiation at length took place at Roxburgh; and the
nobility and principal knights, who had leagued with
Henry, engaged to submit themselves to the king and
the laws, and to settle all disputes in a conference to
be held at Forfar. This was merely an artifice to
gain time, for they immediately fled to England ; and
the Earls of Hereford and Albemarle, along with John
de Baliol, soon after repaired to Melrose, where the
Secottish king awaited the arrival of his army. Their
avowed purpose was to act as mediators between the
two factions: their real intention to seize, if possible,
the person of the king, and to carry him into England.
But the plot was suspected; and Alexander, with the
Comyns, defeated all hopes of its success, by appoint-
ing for the scene of their conference the forest of Jed-
burgh in which a great part of his troops had already
assembled.

The two English earls, therefore, resumed their
more pacific design of negotiation. It was difficult
and protracted ; so thatin the interval, the king and
the Comyms, having time to collect a large force,
found themselves in a situation to insist upon terms
which were alike favourable to their own power and to
the liberty of the country. The King of England
was compelled to dissemble his animosity, to forget
his bitter opposition against Bishop Gamelin, and to
reserve to some other opportunity all reference to the
obnoxious treaty of Roxburgh. A new regency was

* Chron. Melross, p. 182. * Chron. Melross, p. 183,
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appointed, which left the principal power in the hands
of the queen-mother and of the Comyns, but endea-
voured to reconcile the opposite parties, by including
in its numbers four of the former regents.* Mean-
while the country, torn by contending factions, was
gradually reduced to a state of great misery. Men
forgot their respect for the kingly authority, and
despised the restraint of the laws; the higher nobles
enlisted under one or other of the opposite parties,
plundered the lands and slew the retainers of their
rival barons; churches were violated, castles and
bamlets razed to the ground, and the regular returns
of seed-time and harvest interrupted by the flames of
private war. In short, the struggle to resist English
interference was fatal, for the time, to the prosperity
of the kingdom; and what Scotland gained in inde-
pendence, she lost in improvement and national happi-
ness.}

At this crisis, when they had effectually succeeded
in diminishing, if not destroying, the English influence,
the Comyns lost the leader whose courage and energy
were the soul of their councils. Walter Comym earl
of Menteith died suddenly. It was reported in Eng-
land that his death was occasioned by 2 fall from his
horse ;¥ but a darker story arose in Scotland. The
Countess of Menteith had encouraged a criminal pas-
sion for an English baron named Russel,§ and was
openly accused of having poisoned her husband to

* Rymer, Faedera, vol. i. p. 670.

+ Fordun a Goodal, vol. ii. p. 85 %+ Math. Paris, p. 660

§ Buchanan, copying Boece, as he generally does, calls Russel fgnobilis
Anglus. But I suspect, that the paramour of the countess was John
Russel, one of the witnesses, in 1280, who signs the agreement for the
marriage of Johanna, sister of Henry the Third, to Alexander the Second,
giving his obligation to Alexander for the fulfilment of the treaty, and who
could not be an obscure individual. Feedera, vol. i. p, 240,

VOL L C
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make way for her paramour, whom she married with
indecent haste. Insulted and disgraced, she and her
husband were thrown into prison, despoiled of their
estates, and at last compelled to leave the kingdom.*
Encouraged by the death of his opponent, and
anxious to regain his lost influence, the English king
now became desirous that Alexander and his queen
should pay him a visit at London ; and for this pur-
pose he sent William de Horton, a monk of St Albans,
on a secret mission into Scotland. Horton arrived at
the period"when the king and his nobles were assem-
bled in council, and found them jealous of this perpe-
tual interference of England. They deemed these
visits incompatible with the independence of the coun-
try ; and the messenger of Henry met with great
opposition.+ The nature of the message increased
this alarm. It was a request that Alexander and his
queen should repair to London, to treat of matters of
great importance, but which were not communicated
to the parliament ; and it was not surprising that the
nobility, profiting by former experience, should have
taken precautions against any sinister designs of
Henry. Accordingly, the Earl of Buchan, Durward
the Justiciar, and the Chancellor Wishart, were in
their turn despatched upon a secret mission into
England ; and the result was, that Alexander and his
queen consented to visit London, under two condi-
tions : first, an express stipulation was made that,
during their stay at court, neither the king, nor any
of his attendants, were to be required to treat of state
affairs ; and, secondly, an oath was to be taken by
the English monarch, that if the Queen of Scotland

* Hailes® Hist. vol. i. p. 172, 4to. + Math. Paris, p. 985.
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became pregnant, or if she gave birth to a child during
her absence, neither the mother nor the infant should
be detained in England ;* so great, at this moment,
in the minds of the Scottish nobility, was the jealousy
of English ambition and intrigue.

In fulfilment of this promise, the King of Scotland
repaired with a concourse of his nobility to the court
of England ; and left his queen, whose situation now
speedily promised an heir to the Scottish throne, to
follow him, by slow stages, with the Bishop of Glasgow.
On her approach to St Albans, she was met by her
younger brother Edmund, who received her with a
splendid retinue, and conducted her in the morning to
London. The object of this visit of Alexander was
not solely to gratify the King of England. He was
anxious to exercise his rights over the territory of
Huntingdon, which he held of the English erown;
and the payment of his wife’s portion had been so long
delayed, that he wished to reclaim the debt. The
reception of the royal persons appears to have been
unusually magnificent ; and the country round the
court was greatly exhausted by the sumptuous enter-
tainments, and the intolerable expenses which they
demanded.} In the midst of these festivities, the
queen drew near her time; and, at the pressing instance
of her father, it was agreed that she should lie-in at
the court of England : not however without a renewed
stipulation, sworn upon the soul of the king, that the
infant, in the event of the death of its mother or of
Alexander, should be delivered to an appointed body
of the Scottish nobility.

Having secured this, Alexander returned to his

ll\zmer, Faders, vol. . ;f 713, 714. Math. Westminster, p. 376.
6.

-
+ Math, Westminster, p.
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kingdom; and in the month of February 1261, his
young queen was delivered at Windsor of a daughter,
Margaret, afterwards married to Eric king of Norway.*

In the beginning of the following year, Henry seems
to have interposed his good offices, to prevent a rup-
ture between Alexander and Haco king of Norway,
regarding the possession of the western islands, the
petty chiefs of which had for a long period been fenda-
tory to the Norwegian crown.f Their habits of
constant war and piratical excursion had at this time
rendered the Norwegians a formidable people; and
their near vicinity to Scotland enabled them, at a very
early period, to overspread the whole of the Western
Archipelago. The little sovereignties of these islands,
under the protection of a warlike government, appear
to have been in a flourishing condition. They were
crowded with people; and the useful and ornamental
arts were carried in them to a higher degree of perfec-
tion than in the other European countries. A poet
of the north, in describing a dress unusually gorgeous,
adds, that it was spun by the Sudreyans.; And even
in science and literature, this remarkable people had,
in their colonies especially, attained to no inconsider-
able distinction.§

The vicinity of such enterprising neighbours was
particularly irksome to the Scottish kings, and they
anxiously endeavoured to get possession of these
islands. When treaty failed, they encouraged their
subjects of Scotland to invade them; and Alan lord

* Math, Westminster, p. 377. The Chron. Melross, p. 185, places her birth
in the year 1260. She certainly was not born as late as the 16th November,
1260.

+ Macpherson’s Geeographical Illustrations of Scottish History, under the
word ¢ Ilis.” A valuable work.

+ Johnstone’s Lodbrokar-Quida, stanza xv. and explanatory note.

§ Macpherson’s Illustrations, ut supra, voce “Ilis.”
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of Galloway, assisted by Thomas earl of Athole, about
thirty years before this, carried on a successful war
against the isles, and expelled Olaf the Black, King
of Man, from his dominions.* These Scottish chiefs
had collected a large fleet, with a proportionably
numerous army ; and it required all the exertions of
the Norwegian king to re-establish his vassal on his
island throne. After this, the authority of Norway
became gradually more and more precarious throughout
the isles. Some of the chiefs were compelled, others
induced by motives of interest, to renounce their
allegiance, and to embrace the nearer superiority of
Scotland : some, who held lands of both crowns, were
uncertain to whom they should pay their paramount
allegiance ; and Alexander the Second, the immediate
predecessor of Alexander the Third, after an unsue-
cessful attempt at negotiation, prepared an expedition
for their complete reduction. The expressions used
in threatening this invasion, may convince us that the
Norwegians had not only acquired the sovereignty of
the isles, but had established themselves upon the
mainland of Scotland ; for the Scottish king declares,
“that he will not desist till he hath set his standard
upon the cliffs of Thurso, and subdued all that the
King of Norway possessed to the westward of the
German Ocean.” Alexander the Second, however,
lived only to conduct his fleet and army to the shores
of Argyleshire; and, on the king’s death, the object
of the expedition was abandoned.}

* Jobnstone, Antiquitates Celto-Normannice, p. 30. See also a Memoir,
by Mr Dillon, in the Transactions of the Society of Scottish Antiquaries,
p- 356, vol. ii. p. 2. The fleet of Earl Alan alone consisted of 150 ships : small
craft, of course, but formidable in piratic warfare.

+ Chronicle of Man, p. 43,

1 Matb. Paris, p. 77{;’. Mathew describes Alexander as having sailed on
this expedition, for the purpose of compelling Angus of Argyle to do him
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During the minority of Alexander the Third, all
idea of reducing the isles seems tohave been abandoned ;
but when the king was no longer a boy, the measure
was seriously resumed: and after an unsuccessful
embassy to the Norwegian court,* the Earl of Ross
and other island chiefs were induced to invade the
reguli, or petty kings of the Hebrides, in the western
seas. Their expedition was accompanied with circum-
stances of extreme cruelty. The ketherans and soldiers
of the isles,if we maybelieve the Norwegian Chronicles,
not content with the sack of villages and the plunder
of churches, in their wanton fury raised the children
on the points of their spears, and shook them till they
fell down to their hands: barbarities which might be
thought incredible, were we not acquainted with the
horrid atrocities which, even in our own days, have
accompanied piratic warfare. -

Such conduct effectually roused Haco, the Norwe-
gian king. He determined to revenge the injuries
offered to his vassals, and immediately issued orders
for the assembling of a fleet and army, whilst he
repaired in person to Bergen to superintend the pre-
parations for the expedition. The magnitude of these
spread an alarm even upon the coasts of England. It
was reported, that the Kings of Denmark and Norway,
with an overwhelming fleet, had bent their course
against the Scottish islands ;I and although the
apparent object of Haco was nothing more than the
homage for certain lands which were held of Norway : Alexander’s object
was to compel all the vassals of Norway to renounce their allegiance.

* Chronicle of Man, p. 45.

*+ The Chronicle of Man, p. 45, says, the Earl of Ross was assisted by
Kearnach and the son of Macalmal. Macalmal is conjectured to be Mac-
donald. Who was Kearnach? As to the inbuman practice mentioned in
the text, see Johnstone, Notes to the Norwegian Expedition,

I Rymer, Foedera, vol. i. p. 772, Letter from Ralph de Nevil, captain
of *Ba.mbon;ugh castle. - )
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protection of his vassals, yet the final destination of
so powerful an armament was anxiously contemplated.

On the 7th of July, the fleet set sail from Herlover.
The king commanded in person. His ship, which had
been built at Bergen, was entirely of oak, of great
dimensions,* and ornamented with richly-carved
dragons, overlaid with gold. Every thing at first
seemed to favour the expedition. It was midsummer,
the day was fine, and innumerable flags and pennons
flaunted in the breeze ; the decks were crowded with
knights and soldiers, whose armour glittered in the
sun ; and the armament, which was eonsidered as the
most powerful and splendid that had ever sailed from
Norway, bore away with a light wind for Shetland,
which it reached in two days.+ Haco thence sailed to
Orkney, where he proposed to separate his forces into
two divisions, and to send one of these to plunder in
the Firth of Forth; whilst he himself, remained in
reserve, with his largest ships and the greater part of
his army, in Orkney. It happened, however, that the
higher vassals and retainers, who appear to have had
a powerful influence in the general direction of the
expedition, refused to go any where without the king
himself ; and this project was abandoned.} The fleet,
therefore, directed its course to the south; and, after
being joined by a small squadron which had previously
been despatched to the westward,§ Haco conducted
his ships into the bay of Ronaldsvoe, and sent mes-

* Norse Account of this Expedition, with its translation, published by
Johnstone, p. 25. According to this work, Haco’s ship had twenty-seven
banks of oars ; that is, twenty-seven seats for the rowers.

+ Norse Account of the Expedition, pp. 38, 39. It calls it a mighty and
splendid armament. Haco anchored in fireydeyiar Sound.

% Norse Account, p. 43.

§ Observations on the Norwegian Expedition, Antiquarian Transactions,
vol. ii, p. 363.
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sengers to the neighbouring coast of Caithness to levy
contributions. This country, exposed from its situa-
tion to perpetual piratic invasions, was, as we have
seen, in 1249 under the dominion of Norway. But
this did not long continue. The exertions of the
Scottish government had succeeded in reducing the
inhabitants ; hostages were exacted for their fidelity;
and now we find this remote district in the state of a
Scottish province, exposed to the exactions of Norway.

No aid, however, appeared from Scotland; and the
Caithnesians quietly submitted to the tribute which
Haco imposed upon them. It is remarked 'by the
Norwegian Chronicle, that when their king lay with
his fleet in Ronaldsvoe, ¢ a great darkness drew over
the sun, so that only a little ring was bright round
his orb.” The ancient historian thus unconsciously
afforded to modern science the means of exactly ascer-
taining the date of this great expedition. The eclipse
was calculated, and it was found to have taken place
on the 5th of August, 1263,* and to have been annular
at Ronaldsvoe in Orkney: a fine example of the clear
and certain light reflected by the exact sciences upon
history. Early in August, the king sailed across the
Pentland Firth, having left orders for the Orkney
men to follow him when their preparations were com-
pleted; thence he proceeded by the Lewes to the Isle
of Sky, where he was joined by Magnus, the.Lord of
Man; and from this holding on to the Sound of Mull,
he met Dugal and other Hebridean chiefs with their
whole forces.

The united armament of Haco now amounted to
above a hundred vessels, most of them large, all well

* The Chronicle of Melrose is thus evidently wrong in placing this ex-
pedition in 1262
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provided with men and arms; and, on the junction of
the fleet, the business of piracy commenced. A divi-
sion of the forces first took place.* A squadron of
fifty ships, under Magnus and Dugal, was sent to
plunder in the Mull of Kentire; five ships were de-
spatched for the same purpose to Bute; and the king
himself, with the rest of the fleet, remained at Gigha,
a little island between the coast of Kentire and Isla.
He was here met by King John, one of the island
chiefs, whom Alexander the Second had in vain
attempted to seduce from his fidelity to Norway.
John was now, however, differently situated; and a
scene took place which is strongly illustrative of feudal
manners. Haco desired him to follow his banner, as
was his duty; upon which the island prince excused
himself. He affirmed that he had taken the oaths as
a vassal of the Scottish king; that he held of him
more lands than of his Norwegian master; and he
entreated Haco to dispose of all those estates which
he had conferred on him. This reasoning, although
not agreeable to his powerful superior, was apparently
such as Haco could not dispute; and after a short
time John was dismissed, not only uninjured, but
with presents.t '
Many of these island chiefs found themselves, dur-
ing this northern invasion, in a very distressing
situation. On one hand, the destroying fleet of Haco
lay close to the shores of their little territories, eager
to plunder them should they manifest the slightest
resistance. On the other, they had given hostages
for their loyal behaviour to the King of Scotland;
and the liberty, perhaps the lives, of their friends or

* Norse Account of the Expedition, p. 49.
+ Ibid. p. 51. Seen.laop?.

VOL. I.



26 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 1263.

their children were forfeited if they deserted to the
enemy. In this cruel dilemma was Angus lord of
Kentire and Isla, apparentlya person of high authority
in these parts, and whose allegiance the Scottish king
seems to have adopted every method to secure. He
beld his infant son as a hostage; an instrument had
been drawn out, which declared his territories subject
to instant forfeiture if he deserted ; and the barons of
Argyle were compelled to promise that they would
faithfully serve the king against Angus of Isla, and
unite in accomplishing his ruin, unless he continued
true to his oaths.* But the power of the King of
Scotland was remote ; the vengeance of piratical war-
fare was at his door ; and Angus, with another island
prince, Murchad of Kentire, submitted to Haco, and
delivered up the whole lands which they held of
Alexander. A fine of a thousand head of cattle was
esteemed a proper punishment for their desertion from
Norway ; and when they renewed their oaths to Haco,
he promised, what he did not live to perform, to recon-
cile them to the offended majesty of Scotland.+

In the meantime, the squadron which had been
despatched towards the Mull of Kentire, made a de-
solating descent upon the peninsula; but in the midst
of their havoe, and when they were proceeding to
attack the greater villages, they received letters from
Haco, forbidding them to plunder, and commanding
them to rejoin the king’s fleet at Gigha. Haco next
despatched one of his captains, with some small vessels,
to join the little squadron which had sailed against
Bute; and intelligence soon after reached him, that

* Observations on the Norwegian Expedition, Antiquarian Transactions,
pp. 367, 368. See Ayloffe’s Calendar of Ancient Charters, pp. 336, 342,
+ Norse Aocount of the Expedition, pp. 55, 56.
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the castle of Rothesay, in that island, had been taken
by his soldiers, and that the Scottish garrison had
capitulated. A pirate chief, named Roderic, who
claimed Bute as his inheritance, but who had been
opposed by the islanders and outlawed by Alexander,
was at this time with Haco. His knowledge of the
seas in these quarters made him useful to the invaders,
and the power of Haco enabled him to gratify his
revenge. He accordingly laid waste the island, basely
murdered part of the garrison of Rothesay, and leading
a party of plunderers from Bute into Scotland, carried
fire and sword into the heart of the neighbouring
country.*

While the king’s fleet lay at Gigha, Haco received
messengers from the Irish Ostmen, with proposals of
submitting themselves to his power ; under the condi-
tion that he would pass over to Ireland with his fleet,
and grant them his protection against the attacks of
their English invaders, who had acquired the prineipal
towns upon the coast. In reply to this proposal, the
king despatched Sigurd, one of his chief captains, to
communicate with the Ostmen ;}and in the meantime,
he himself, with the whole fleet, sailed round the point
of Kentire, and, entering the Firth of Clyde, anchored

* Norse Account of the Expedition, }}p 63,67. 'This valuable historical
chronicle is interspersed with pieces of poetry, descriptive of the events
which occurred. e invasion of Bute and the inroad of Rudri into
Scotland are thus sung :

“The habitations of men, the dwellings of the wretched, flamed. Fire,
the devourer of halls, glowed in their granaries. The hapless throwers of
the dart fell near the swan-frequented plain, while south from our floating
pines marched a host of warriors.”

+ Norse Account of the Expedition, p. 67. These Ostmen, or Easter-
lings, appear to have been the descendants of the Norwegians, or Ostmen,
who long inhabited the eastern coast of Ireland, and founded some of its
best towns. They were still, in 1201, so considerable, that, at a recognition
taken of the diocese of Limerick, the arbitrators were twelve English,
twelve Irish, and twelve Ostmen. Edward the First gave Gilmorys, and
other Ostmen of the county of Waterford, particular privileges,—Johnstone’s
Notes on p. 66 of the Norse Expedition.
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in the sound of Kilbrannan, which lies between the
island of Arran and the mainland.

Hitherto the great body of the Norwegian fleet had
remained in the Hebrides, and Scotland was only made
acquainted with this formidable invasion by the small
squadrons which had been despatched for the purposes
of plunder. But the whole naval armawment of Haco,
amounting to a hundred and sixty ships, as it entered
the Firth of Clyde, became conspicuous from the oppo-
site shores of Kyle, Carrick, and Wigtown; and the
more immediate danger of a descent, induced the
Scottish government to think seriously of some terms
of pacification. Accordingly, there soon after arrived
from Alexander a deputation of Predicant, or Bare-
footed Friars, whose object was to sound Haco regard-
ing the conditions upon which a peace might be con-
cluded ; and, in consequence of these overtures, five
Norwegian commissioners* were sent to treat with the
King of Scotland. 'They were honourably received by
Alexander, and dismissed with a promise, that such
terins of accommodation as the Scottish king could
consent to, should be transmitted to Haco within a
short time ; and in the meanwhile a temporary trace
was agreed on.

This was wise: for to delay any pacification, with-
out irritating their enemy, was the manifest policy of
Scotland. Every day gave them more time to levy
and concentrate their army; and as the antumn was
drawing to a close, it brought the Norwegians a nearer
prospect of wreck and disaster from the winter storms.
Envoys were now despatched from Alexander to Haco;

* These were Gilbert bishop of Hamar, Henry bishop of Orkney, Andrew
Nigg]son, Andrew Plytt, and Paul Soor.—Norse Account of the Expedition,
p. 69.
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and the moderate demands of the King of Scotland
made it apparent, that, at this moment, he was not
prepared to resist the fleet and army of Norway. He
claimed Bute, Arran, and the two islands of the
Cumrays, all lying in the Firth of Clyde, as the pro-
perty of Scotland ; but it appears that he was willing
to have given up to Norway the whole of the Isles of
the Hebrides.* These terms, so advantageous to
Haco, were, fortunately for Scotland, rejected: no
pacification took place; and the fleet of Norway bore
in through the narrow strait between the larger and
the lesser Cumray, thus menacing a descent upon the
coast of Ayrshire, which is scarcely two miles distant.

The crews had now run short of provisions, the
weather was daily becoming more threatening, a strong
Scottish force of armed peasants had gathered on the
shore, and Haco was anxiously exhorted by his officers
to give orders for a descent on the coast, were it only
to recruit, by plunder, the exhausted state of their
provisions.} This measure, it seems, he was unwill-
ing to adopt, without a last message to the King of
Scotland ; and for this purpose he sent an ambassadorf
to Alexander, whose commission was worded in the
true style of ancient chivalry. He was to propose,
«“That the sovereigns should meet amicably at the
head of their armies, and treat regarding a peace,
which if, by the grace of God, it took place, it was
well ; but if the attempt at negotiation failed, he was
to throw down the gauntlet from Norway, to challenge
the Scottish monarch to debate the matter with his
army in the field, and let God, in his pleasure, deter-
mine the victory.” Alexander, however, would agree

* Norse Account of the Expedition, p. 71. 4 Ibid. pp. 73, 75.
% Kolbein Rich was his name,
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to no explanation; but ¢“seemed,” says the Norse
Chronicle, “in no respect unwilling to fight ;”* upon
which the envoy returned from his unsatisfactory
mission, and the truce was declared at an end.

Haco next despatched a fleet of sixty ships up the
Clyde, into Loch Long, under the command of Magnus
king of Man, and with him four Hebridean chiefs, and
two principal Norwegian officers. They penetrated
-and plundered to the head of Loch Long; they then
took to their boats, and dragging them across the
narrow neck of land between Arrochar and Tarbet,
launched them into Loch Lomond, the islands of which
lake were then full of inhabitants. To these islands
the Scots had retreated for security, no doubt; little
anticipating the measure, which the lightness of the
Norwegian craft, and the active perseverance of that
bold people, enabled them to carry into execution.
Their safeholds now became the scenes of plunder and
bloodshed ; the islands were wasted with fire, the shores
of this beautiful lake completely ravaged, and the houses
on its borders burnt to the ground.f After this, one
of the Hebridean chiefs made an expedition into the
rich and populous county of Stirling, in which he slew
great numbers of the inhabitants and returned, driving
herds of cattle before him, and loaded with booty.}

But the measure of Norwegian success was now
full : the spirit of the Scottish nation was highly ex-
asperated—time had been given them to collect their
forces—and, as had been foreseen, the elements began

* Norse Account of the Expedition.

+ Ibid. pp. 78,79, Sturlas sings of this,—“The persevering shielded
‘warriors o}) the thrower of the whizzing spear drew tﬁeir boats across the
broad isthmus. Our fearless troops, the exactors of contribution, with flam-
ing brands wasted the populous islands in the lake, and the mansions around
its winding bays.”

3 Excerpt. e Rotul, Compot. Temp. Alex. III. p. 38.
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to fight on their side. Upon returning to their ships
in Loch Long, the invaders encountered so dreadful a
storm, that ten of their vessels were completely
wrecked.* King Haco still lay with the rest of the
fleet in the Firth of Clyde, near the little islands of
the Cumrays, when, on Monday the 1st of October, a
second tempest came on, accompanied with such tor-
rents of hailstones and rain, that the Norwegians
ascribe its extreme violence to the powers of enchant-
ment—a prevalent belief at this period.f The wind
blew from the south-west, making the coast of Ayr-
shire a lee-shore to the fleet, and thus infinitely
increasing its distress. At midnight a cry of distress
was heard in the king’s ship; and before assistance
could he given, the rigging of a transport, driven loose
by the storm, got entangled with the royal vessel, and
carried away her head. The transport then fell along-
side, so that her anchor grappled the cordage of the
king’s ship ; and Haco, perceiving the storm increas-
mg, and finding his own ship beginning to drag her
anchors, ordered the cable of the transport to be cut,
and let her drift to sea. When morning came, she
and another vessel were seen cast ashore. The wind
still increased; and the king, imagining that the
powers of magic might be controlled by the services
of religion, rowed in his long boat to the islands of
the Cumrays, and there, amid the roaring of the
elements, ordered mass to be celebrated.; But the
tempest increased in fury. Many vessels cut away

* Norse Account of the Expedition, pp. 81, 83, 84.

+ “Now our deep-inquiring sovereign encountered the horrid powers of
enchantment. The troubled flood tore many fair galleys from their moor-
ings, and swept them anchorless before its waves. * * The roaring bil-
lows and stormy blast threw shielded companies of our adventurous nation

on the Scottish strand.”—Norse Account, p. 87
+ Norse Account of the Expedition, p. 85,
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their masts; his own ship, although secured by seven
anchors, drove from her moorings; five galleys were
cast ashore, and the rest of the fleet violently beat up
the channel towards Largs.*

Meanwhile, Alexander had neglected no precaution
which was likely to ensure the discomfiture of this
great armament. Before it appeared on the coast, the
warders in the different castles which commanded a
view of the sea, were directed to keep a strict look-
out; a communication by beacons was established
with the interior of the country ;4 and now, when the
tempest seemed to threaten the total destruction of
their enemies, a multitude of armed peasants hovered
on the surrounding heights observing every motion of
the Norwegian fleet, and ready to take instant advan-
tage of its distress. Accordingly, when the five galleys,
with their armed crews, were cast ashore, the Scots
rushed down from the heights, and attacked them. The
Norwegians defended themselves with great gallantry;
and the king, as the wind had somewhat abated,
succeeded in sending in boats with reinforcements ; but
as soon as their crews landed, the Scots retired, satis-
fying themselves with returning during the night, to
plunder the transports.}

‘When morning broke, Haco came on shore with
a large reinforcement, and ordered the transports to
be lightened, and towed to the ships. Soon after, the
Scottish army appeared at a distance, upon the high
grounds above the village of Largs ; and as it advanced,
the sun’s rays glancing from the lines, made it evident

* Norse Account of the Expedition, p. 85.

+ Observations on the Norwegian Expedition against Scotland, fp. 390,
391. Also, Excerpt. e Rot. Compot. Tempore Regis Alexandri 111, pp. 9,
31, 48.

% Norse Account of the Expedition, p. 91
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to the Norwegians, that a formidable body of troops
were about to attack them. The cavalry, although
they only amounted to fifteen hundred horsemen, had
a formidable appearance on the heights, most of them
being knights or barons from the neighbouring
counties, armed from head to heel, and mounted on
Spanish horses, which were clothed in complete
armour.* All the other horses were defended with
breastplates; and besides this cavalry, there was a
numerous body of foot soldiers, well accoutred, and for
the mest part armed with spears and bows. This force
was led by the king in person, along with Alexander
the High Steward of Scotland.4

On the shore, at this time, was a body of nine
hundred Norwegians, commanded by three principal
leaders; two hundred men occupied in advance a small
hill which rises behind the village of Largs, and the
rest of the troops were drawn up on the beach. With
the advance also was the king, whom, as the main
battle of the Scots approached, his officers anxiously
entreated to row out to his fleet, and send them farther
reinforcements. Haco, for some time, pertinaciously
insisted on remaining on shore; but as he became
more and more exposed, the barons would net consent
to this, and at last prevailed on him to return in his
barge to his fleet at the Cumrays. The van of the
Scottish army now began to skirmish with the advance
of the Norwegians, and greatly outnumbering them,
pressed on both flanks with so much fury, that, afraid
of being surrounded and cut to pieces, they began a
retrcat, which soon changed into a flight. At this

* Norse Account of the Exﬁedition, pp- 94, 95.
+ Norse Account of the Expedition, p. 95. Winton, vol. i. p. 387,
Fordun a Goodal, vol. ii. p. 98.
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critical moment, when everything depended on Haco’s
returning with additional forces before the main body
of the Scots had time to charge his troops on the
beach, a third storm came on, which completed the
ruin of the Norwegian fleet, already shattered by the
former furious gales. This cut offall hopes of landing
a reinforcement, and they were completely routed.
Indeed, without a miracle, it could not have been
otherwise. ~The main body of the Scots far out-
numbered the force of the Norwegians;* and their
advance, under Ogmund, flying back in confusion,
threw into disorder the small squadrons which were
drawn up on the beach. Many of these attempted to
save themselves, by leaping into their boats and push-
ing off from land; others endeavoured to defend
themselves in the transport which had been stranded;
and, between the anger of the elements, the ceaseless
showers of missile weapons from the enemy, and the
impossibility of receiving succour from the fleet, their
army was greatly distressed. Their leaders, too,
began to desert them; and their boats became over-
loaded and went down.+ The Norwegians were now
driven along the shore, but they constantly rallied,
and behaved with their accustomed national bravery.
Some had placed themselves in and round the stranded
vessels; and while the main body retreated slowly,
and in good order, a conflict took place beside the
ships, where Piers de Curry,} a Scottish knight, was
encountered and slain. Curry appears to have beena
person of some note, for he and the Steward of Scot-
land are the only Scottish soldiers whose names have

* Norse Account of the Expedition, p. 97, says, that ten Scots fought
against one Norwegian. This is no doubt exaggerated.

+ Norse Account of the Expedition, p. 97.

+ Winton, vol. i. p. 388. ¢ Perrys of Curry call’d be name.”
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come down to us as acting a principal part upon
this occasion. His death is minutely deseribed in
the Norwegian Chronicle. Gallantly mounted, and
splendidly armed, his helmet and coat of mail being
inlaid with gold, Sir Piers rode fearlessly up to the
Norwegian line, attempting, in the chivalrous style of
the times, to provoke an encounter. In this he was
soon satisfied; for a Norwegian, who conducted the
retreat, irritated by his defiance, engaged him in single
combat; and after a short resistance, killed him by a
blow which severed his thigh from his body, the sword
cutting through the cuisses of his armour, and pene-
trating to his saddle.* A conflict now took place
round the body of this young knight, the plunder of
whose rich armour the retreating Norwegians could not
resist; their little square was thrown into confusion;
and, as the Scots pressed on, the slaughter became
great. Haco, a Norse baron, and near in blood to the
king, was slain, along with many others of the prin-
cipal leaders; and the Norwegians would have been
entirely cut to pieces, if they had not at last succeeded
in bringing a reinforcement from the fleet, by landing
their boats through a tremendous surf.{

These new troops instantly attacked the enemy
IIJVPOH two points; and their arrival reinspirited the

orsemen, and enabled them to form anew. It was
now evening, and the day had been occupied by a
protracted battle, or rather a succession of obstinate
skirmishes. The Norwegians, although they fought
with uncommon spirit, had sustained severe loss; and
they now made a last effort to repulse the Scots from
the high grounds immediately overhanging the shore.

* Norse Account of the Expedition, p. 99, + Ibid. p. 101,
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The impetuosity of their attack succeeded, and the
enemy were driven back after a short and furious
resistance.* Therelics of this brave body of invaders
then re-embarked in their boats, and, although the
storm continued, arrived safely at the fleet.

During the whole of this conflict, which lasted from
morning till night, the storm continued raging with
unabated fury, and the remaining ships of Haco were
dreadfully shattered and distressed. They drove from
their anchors, stranded on the shore, where multitudes
perished—struck against shallows and rocks, or found
equal destruction by running foul of each other; and
the morning presented a beach covered with dead
bodies, and a sea strewed with sails, masts, cordage,
and all the melancholy accompaniments of wreck.+
A truce was now granted to the king; and the interval
employed in hurying his dead, and in raising above
them those rude memorials, which, in the shape of
tumuli and huge perpendicular stones, still remain to
mark the field of battle. The Norwegians then burnt
the stranded vessels; and, after a few days, having
been joined by the remains of the fleet, which had been
sent up Loch Long, their shattered navy weighed
anchor, and sailed towards Arran.}

In Lamlash bay the king was met by the commis-
sioners whom he had sent to Ireland, and they assured
him that the Irish Ostmen would willingly maintain
his forces, until he had freed them from the dominion of
the English. Haco was eager to embrace the proposal.
He appears to have been anxious to engage in any new

* Norse Account of the Expedition, p. 103. ¢ At the conflict of corslets
on the blood-red hill, the damasked blade hewed the mail of hostile tribes,
ere the Scot, nimble as the hound, would leave the field to the followers of
our all-conquering king.”

+ Fordun, chap. xvi. book x. vol. ii. p. 98,
+ Observations on the Norwegian Expedition, Antiq. Trans. vol. ii. p. 385,
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expedition which might have banished their recent
misfortunes from the minds of his soldiers, whilst it
afforded him another chance of victory, with the
certainty of reprovisioning the fleet; but their late
disasters had made too deep an impression; and, on
calling a council, the Irish expedition was opposed by
the whole army.*

The shattered squadron, therefore, steered for the
Hebrides ; and in passing Isla, again levied a large
contribution on that island. The northern monarch,
however, now felt the difference between sailingthrough
this northern archipelago, as he had done a few months
before, with a splendid and conquering fleet, when
every day brought the island princes as willing vassals
of his flag, and retreating as he now did, a baffled
invader. His boat crews were attacked, and eut off
by the islanders. He appears to have in vain solicited
an interview with John the prince of the Isles. The
pirate chiefs who had joined him, disappointed of their
hopes of plunder, returned to their ocean strongholds ;
and although he went through the forms of bestowing
upon his followers the islands of Buteand Arran, with
other imaginary conquests, all must have seen, that
the success and power of Scotland rendered these
grants utterly unavailing.+ The weather, too, which
had been his worst enemy, continued lowering, and
winter had set in. The fleet encountered, in their
return a severe gale off Isla; and, after doubling Cape
Wrath, were met in the Pentland Firth by a second
storm, in which one vessel, with all on board, went
down, and another narrowly escaped the same fate.
The king’s ship, however, with the rest of the fleet,

* Norse Account of the Expedition, p. 109.
++ Ibid. pp. 111, 113, 117,
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weathered the tempest, and at last arrived in Orkney
on the 29th of October.*

It was here found advisable to grant the troops per-
mission toreturnto Norway ; as, tousethesimple expres-
sion of the Norwegian Chronicle, “ many had already
taken leave for themselves.” At first the king resolved
on accompanying them ; but anxiety of mind, the in-
cessant fatigues inwhich he had passed the summer and
autumn, and the bitter disappointment in which they
ended, had sunk deep into his heart, and the symptoms
of a mortal distemper began to show themselves in his
constitution. His increasing sickness soon after this
confined him to his chamber ; and although for some
time he struggled against the disease, and endeavoured
to strengthen his mind by the cares of government
and the consolations of religion, yet all proved in vain.
At last, feeling himself dying, the spirit of the old
Norse warrior seemed to revive with the decay of his
bodily frame; and, after some time spent in the services
of the church, he commanded the Chronicles of his
ancestors the Pirate Kings to be read to him. On
the 12th of December, the principal of the nobility
and clergy, aware that there was no hope, attended in
his bedchamber. Though greatly debilitated, Haco
spoke distinctly, bade them all affectionately farewell,
and kissed them. He then received extreme unction,
and declared that he left no other heir than Prince
Magnus. The Chronicle of King Swerar was still
read aloud to him when he was indisposed to sleep,
but soon after this his voice became inaudible ; and on
the 15th of December, at midnight, he expired.+

Such was the conclusion of this memorable expedi-
tion against Scotland, which began with high hopes

* Norse Account of the Expedition, p. 119, *+ Ibid. p. 131.
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and formidable preparations, but ended in the dis-
appointment of its object, and the death of its royal
leader. It was evidently a fatal mistake in Haco to
delay so long in petty expeditions against the Western
Islands. While it was still summer, and the weather
fair, he ought at once to have attempted a descent
upon the mainland ; and had he done so, Alexander
might have been thrown into great difficulties. Delay
and protracted negotiation was the policy of the Scots.
They thus avoided any general battle ; and they knew
that if they could detain the Norwegian fleet upon the
coast till the setting in of the winter storms, its destruc-
tion was almost inevitable. Boece, in his usual inven-
tive vein, covers the field with 25,000 dead Norwegians,
and allows only four shipsto have been saved to carry
the king to his grave in Orkney. But all this is
fiction ; and the battle of Largs appears to have been
nothing more than a succession of fortunate skirmishes,
in which a formidable armament was effectually de-
stroyed by the fury of the elements, judiciously
seconded by the bravery of the Scots.

The accounts of the death of Haco, and the news of
the queen having been delivered of ason, were brought
to King Alexander on the same day ;* so that he was
at once freed from a restless and powerful enemy, and
could look forward to a successor of his own blood.
Nor did he lose any time in following up the advantages
already gained, by completing the reduction of the
little kingdom of Man, and the whole of the Western
Isles. For this purpose, he levied an army with the
object of invading the Isle of Man, and compelled the

* Winton, vol. i. pp. 389, 390. Mackenzie, in his Lives of Scottish
Writers, vol. ii. p. 86, mentions a fragment of the records of Colm-kill,

which was in possession of the Earl of Cromarty, as containing an account
of the battle of Largs.
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petty chiefs of the Hebrides to furnish a fleet for the
transport of his troops. But the King of Man, ter-
rified at the impending vengeance, sent envoys with
messages of submission ; and, fearful that these would
be disregarded, set out himself, and met Alexander,
who had advanced on his march as far as Dumfries.*
At this place the Island Prince became the liegeman
of the King of Scotland, and consented that, in future,
he should hold his kingdom of the Scottish erown;
binding himself to furnish to his lord paramount, when
required by him, ten galleys or ships of war, five with
twenty-four oars and five with twelve.

A military force, commanded by the Earl of Mar,
was next sent against those unfortunate chiefs of the
Western Isles, who, during the late expedition, had
remained faithful to Haco.+ Some were executed, all
were reduced, and the disputes with Norway were
finally settled by a treaty, in which that country
agreed to yield to Scotland all right over Man, the
Zbud®, and the islands in the western seas. The
islands in the south seas were also included, but those
of Orkney and Shetland expressly excepted. The
inhabitants of the Hebrides were permitted the option
of either retiring with their property, or remaining to
be governed in future by Scottish laws. On the part
of the king and the Estates of Scotland, it was stipu-
lated that they were to pay to Norway four thousand
marks of the Roman standard, and a yearly quit-rent
of a hundred marks sterling for ever. The King of

* Fordun a Goodal, book x, chap. xviii. vol. ii. p. 101. In Aylofle’s
Calendar of Ancient Charters, p. 328, we find the letter of the King of Man
to the King of Scotland, quod tenebit terram Man de rege Scotie. It was
one of the muniments taken out of Edinburgh castle, and carried to England
by Edward the First.

+4 Fordun a Goodal, vol. ii. pp. 101,102, Excerpt. e Rotul. Compot.
Temp. Alex, III, p. 18,
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Man received investiture as a vassal of Alexander;
and all parties engaged to fulfil their obligations, under
a penalty of ten thousand marks, to be exacted by the
pope.*

Ottobon de Fieschi was at this time the papal legate
in England, and to defray the expenses of his visita-
tion, he thought proper to demand a contribution
from each cathedral and parish church in Scotland.
The king, however, acting by the advice of his clergy,
peremptorily refused the demand ; appealed to Rome;
and, when Ottobon requested admittance into Scotland,
steadily declared that he should not set a foot over the
Border. The legate next summoned the Scottish
bishops to attend upon him in England whenever he
should hold his council ; and he required the clergy to
despatch two of their numberto appear astheir represen-
tatives. This they agreed to; but the representatives
were sent, not as the vassals of the papacy, but as the
members of an independent church. Such, indeed,
they soon showed themselves; for when the legate
procured several canons to be enacted regarding Scot-
land, the Scottish clergy resolutely disclaimed obedience
to them. Incensed at this conduct, Clement the
Fourth shifted his ground, and demanded from them
a tenth of their benefices, to be paid to Henry of
England, as an aid for an approaching crusade. The
answer of Alexander and his clergy was here equally
decided: Scotland itself, they said, was ready to equip
for the crusade a body of knights suitable to the
strength and resources of the kingdom, and they

* The treaty will be found in Fordun by Hearne, p, 1353-5. It is dated
20th July, 1366. In the account of the treaty, Lord Hailes has made a
slight error, when he says, that the patronage of the bishoprick of Seodor
was reserved to the Archbishop of Drontheim, The patronage was expressly

ceded to Alexander, but the ecclesiastical jurisdiction was reserved in favour
of the Archbishop of Drontheim.
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therefore rejected the requisition. Accordingly, David
earl of Athole, Adam earl of Carrick, and William
lord Douglas, with many other barens and knights,
assumed the cross, and sailed for Palestine.*

In consequence, however, of the papal grant, Henry
attempted to levy the tenth upon the benefices in
Scotland. The Scottish clergy refused the contri-
bution, appealed to Rome, and, in additien to this,
adopted measures, which were singularly beld, and
well caleulated to secure the independence of the
Scottish church. They assembled a provincial couneil
" at Perth, in which a bishop of their own was chosen to
preside, and where canons for the regulation of their
own church were enacted. This they contended they
were entitled to do, by the bull of Pope Honorius the
Fourth granted in the year 1225; and, aware of the
importance of making a vigorous stand at this moment,
by their first canon it was appointed that an annual
council should be held in Scotland; and by their
second, that each of the bishops should assume, in
rotation, the office of ¢« Protector of the Statutes,” or
Conservator Statutorum. These canons remain to
this day an interesting specimen of the ancient eccle-
siastical code of Scotland.f

About this time happened an incident of a romantic
nature, with which important consequences were con-
nected. A Scottish knight of high birth, Robert de
Bruce, son of Robert de Bruce, lord of Annandale
and Cleveland, was passing on horseback through the
domains of Turnberry, which belonged to Marjory

* Fordun a Goodal, vol. ii. p. 109, book x. chap. xxiv. Holinshed, vol.
i. p. 406, gives as the names of the crusading nobles, the Earls of Carrick
and Athole, John Steward, Alexander Cumin, Robert Keith, George Dur-
ward, John Quincy, and William Gordon.

* These cannons were printed by Wilkins in his Concilia, and in a small
4to, by Lord Hailes. See Hailes’ Hist. vol. i. p. 149.
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countess of Carrick.* The lady happened at the
moment to be pursuing the diversion of the chase,
surrounded by a retinue of her squires and damsels.
They encountered Bruce. The young countess was
struck by his noble figure, and courteously entreated
him to remain and take the recreation of hunting.
Bruce, who, in those feudal days, knew the danger of
paying too much attention to a ward of the king,
declined the invitation, when he found himself sud-
denly surrounded by the attendants; and the lady,
riding up, seized his bridle, and led off the knight,,
with gentle violence, to her castle of Turnberry. Here,
after fifteen days’ residence, the adventure concluded
as might have been anticipated. Bruce married the
countess without the knowledge of the relations of
either party, and before obtaining the king’s consent;
upon which Alexander seized her castle of Turnberry
and her whole estates. The intercession of friends,
however, and a heavy fine, conciliated the mind of the
monarch. Bruce became, in right of his wife, Lord
of Carrick ; and the son of this marriage of romantic
love was the great Robert Bruce, the restorer of Scot-
tish liberty.{

Two years previous to this (1272) died Henry the
Third of England,} after areign of nearly sixty years.
His character possessed nothing that was great; his
genius was narrow; his temper wavering ; his courage,
happily, seldom tried ; and he was addicted, like many
weak princes, to favouritism. Attimes, however, hehad
permitted himself to be guided by able ministers; and

"' Altbou%] all the historians call this lady Martha, yet she is named
Marjory by her son, King Robert Bruce. Reg:ster of the Great Seal, p.
108 ; and Marjory was the name of King Robert’s daughter.

+ "Fordun a Goodal, vol. ii. p. 114, book x. chap. xxix,

I On 16th Nov. 1272,
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the vigour, talents, and kingly endowments of his son
Edward the First, shed a lustre over the last yearsof his
reign, which the king himself could never have imparted
to it. At the coronation of this great prince, who
succeeded Henry, Alexander, and his queen the new
king’s sister, attended with a retinue of great pomp and
splendour. He took care, however, to obtain a letter
under the hand of the English monarch, declaring
that the friendly visit should not be construed into
any thing prejudicial to the independence of Scot-
land,*—a policy which the peculiarities of feudal
tenure made frequent at this time ; for we find Edward
himself, when some years afterwards he agreed to send
twenty ships to the King of France, his feudal supe-
rior for the duchy of Normandy, requiring from that
prince an acknowledgment of the same description.

The designs of Edward upon Scotland had not yet,
in any degree, betrayed themselves, and the kingly
brothers appear to have met on cordial terms. Both
were in the prime of manhood; Alexander having
entered, and Edward having just completed, his thirty-
fourth year. Scotland, still unweakened by the fatal
controversies between Bruce and Baliol, was in no
state to invite ambitious aggression. The kingdom
was peaceful, prosperous, and loyal, possessing a war-
like and attached nobility, and a hardy peasantry,
lately delivered, by the defeat of Haco and the wise
acquisition of the Western Isles, from all disturbance
in the only quarter where it might be dreaded ; and
from the age of Alexander, and his queen, who had
already born him three children, the nation could look
with some certainty to a successor. Edward, on the

* Agyloffe’s Calendar of Ancient Charters, 328, 342, Leland’s Collec-
tanea, vol. ii. p. 471,

[
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other hand, who had lately returned from Palestine,
where he had greatly distinguished himself, received
his brother-in-law with that courtesy and kindness
which was likely to be increased by his long absence,
and by the perils he had undergone. About this time
the pope sent into Scotland an emissary named Bene-
mund de Vicei, corrupted into Bagimont, to collect
the tenth of all the ecclesiastical benefices, the estimate
being made not according to the ‘ancient extent, but
the true value.” The tax appears to have been strictly
exacted, and went by the name of Bagimont’s Roll.*
All went prosperously on between Edward and
Alexander for some time. A dispute which had
occurred between the King of Scots and the Bishop
of Durham, in which that prelate complained that
an encroachment had been made upon tho English
marches, was amicably settled; and Edward, occu-
pied entirely with his conquest of Wales,—and
according to his custom, whenever engaged in war,
concentrating his whole energies upon one point,—
fnad little leisure to think of Scotland. The domi-
neering disposition of the English king first showed
itself regarding the feudal service of homage due to
him by his Scottish brother, for the lands which he
held in England ; and he seems early to have formed
the scheme of entrapping Alexander into the perfor-
mance of a homage so vague and unconditional, that
it might hereafter be construed into the degrading
acknowledgment that Scotland was a fief of England.
In 1277 we find him writing to the Bishop of
Wells, that his beloved brother, the King of Scot-
land, had agreed to perform an unconditional homage,
and that he was to receive it at the ensuing feast of

* Fordun a Hearne, p. 780,
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Michaelmas.* This, however, could scarcely be true;
the event showed that Edward had either miscon-
ceived or misstated the purpose of Alexander. He
appeared before the English parliament at West-
minster, and offered his homage in these words:—
¢« I, Alexander king of Scotland, do acknowledge
myself the liegeman of my Lord Edward king of
England, against all deadly.” This Edward accepted,
reserving his claim of homage for the kingdom of
Scotland, when he should choose to prefer it. The
King of Scots then requested that the oath should be
taken for him by Robert de Bruce earl of Carrick,
which being granted, that earl took the oath in these
words :—

], Robert earl of Carrick, according tothe authority
given tp me by my lord the King of Scotland, in
presence of the King of England, and other prelates
and barons, by which the power of swearing upon the
soul of the King of Scotland was conferred upon me,
have, in presence of the King of Scotland, and com-
missioned thereto by his special precept, sworn fealty
to Lord Edward king of England in these words :—
¢ I, Alexander king of Scotland, shall bear faith to my
lord Edward king of England and his heirs, with my
life and members, and worldly substance; and I shall
faithfully perform the services, used and wont, for
the lands and tenements whick I hold of the said king.”
Which fealty being sworn by the Earl of Carrick, the
King of Scotland confirmed and ratified the same.}
Such is an exact account of the homage performed by

* Rymer, Feedera, vol. ii. p. 109,

+ Rymer, Federa, vol. it. p. 126, Tyrrel, vol. iii. p. 22, misled by
Knighton, book iii. chap. i. erroneously says, that the homage was performed
by Alexander at Edward’s coronation, and adds, that historians do not say
whether it was for Scotland, or for the earldom of Huntingdon,
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Alexander to Edward, as given in the solemn instru-
ment by which the English menarch himself recorded
the transaction. Alexander probably had not forgotten
the snare in which Edward’s father had attempted to
entrap him, when still a boy; and the reservatien of
an unfounded claim over Scotland might justly have
incensed him. But he wished net to break with
Edward: he held extensive territories in England,
for which he was willing, as he was bound in duty, to
pay homage; yet he so guarded his attendance at
Edward’s coronation, and his subsequent oath of
fealty, that the independence of Scotland as a kingdom,
and his own independence as its sovereign, were not
touched in the mest distant manner; and the King
of England, baflled in his hope of precuring an uncon-
ditional homage, was forced to accept it as it was
given. It is material to notice, that in the instrument
drawn up afterwards, recording the transaction, Edward
appears to declare his understanding, that this homage
was merely for the Scottish king’s possessions in
England, byagain reserving his absurd claim of homage
for Scotland, whenever he or his heirs should think
proper to make it.

This matter being concluded, Alexander, who had
suffered a severe domestic affliction in the death of his
queen,* began to seek alliances for his children. Ie
married his daughter Margaret to Eric king of Nor-
way, then a youth in his fourteenth year. Her
portion was fourteen thousand marks, the option being
left to her father to give one-half of the sum in lands,
provided that the rents of the lands were a hundred
marks yearly for every thousand retained. The price
of land at this early period of our history seems,

* Winton, vol. i. p. 391.
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therefore, to have been ten years’ purchase.* The
young princess, accompanied by Walter Bullock earl
of Menteith, his countess, the Abbot of Balmerino,
and Bernard de Monte-alto, with other knight sand
barons, sailed for Norway; and on her arrival was
honourably received and crowned as queen. The
alliance was wise and politic. It promised to secure
the wavering fealty of those proud and warlike island
chiefs, who, whenever they wished to throw off their
dependence on Scotland, pretended that they were
bound by the ties of feudal vassalage to Norway, and
whose power and ambition often required the presence
of the king himself to quell.+

This marriage was soon after followed by that of
Alexander the Prince of Scotland, then in his nine-
teenth year, to Margaret, a daughter of Guy earl
of Flanders; the ceremony being performed at Rox-
burgh, and accompanied with fifteen days’ feasting.
Such alliances, so far as human foresight could reach,
promised happiness to Alexander, while they gave an
almost certain hope of descendants. But a dark cloud
began to gather round Scotland, and a train of calami-
ties, which followed in sad and quick succession, spread
despondency through the kingdom.; The Prince of
Scotland, who from infancy had been of a sickly
constitution, died not long after his marriage, leaving
no issue; and intelligence soon after came from Nor-
way that his sister, Queen Margaret, was also dead,

* The marriage-contract, which is very long and curious, is to be found
in Rymer, vol. 1. p. 1079, dated 25th July, 1281. Fordun a Goodal, vol.

il p. 125,

'?' In 1275 Alexander led an armed force against Man. Johnstone, Anti-
quit. Celto-Norm, pp. 41, 42. In 1282 Alexander Comyn, Earl of Buchan
and Constable of Scotland, led an army to quell some island disturbances.
Rymer, Foedera, vol. ii. p. 205. |

18 f‘ordun a Goodal, vol ii. p, 124, Winton, book vii. chap. x. vol. i.
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having left an only child, Margaret, generally called
the Maiden of Norway: David, the second son of
Alexander, had died when aboy;* and thus the King
of Scotland, still in the flower of his age, found himself
a widower, and bereft by death of all his children.

To settle the succession was his first care; and for
this purpose a meeting of the Estates of the realm was
held at Scone, on the 5th of February, 1283-4. The
prelates and barons of Scotland there bound themselves
to acknowledge Margaret princess of Norway, as their
sovereign, failing any children whom Alexander might
have, and failing any issue of the Prince of Scotland
deceased.f The parliament in which this transaction
took place, having assembled immediately after the
death of the prince, it was uncertain whether the
princess might not yet present the kingdom with an
heir to the crown. In the meantime, the king thought
it prudent to make a second marriage, and chose for
his bride a young and beautiful woman, Joleta, daughter
of the Count de Dreux. The nuptials were celebrated
with great pomp,and in presence of a splendid concourse
of the French and Scottish nobility, at Jedburgh. In
the midst of the rejoicings, and when music and
pastime were at the highest, a strange masque was
exhibited, in which a spectral ereature like Death,
glided with fearful gestures amongst the revellers, and
at length suddenly vanished. The whole was no doubt
intended as a mummery ; but it was too well acted,
and struck such terror into the festive assembly,?}
that the chronicler, Fordun, considers it as a super-
natural shadowing out of the future misfortunes of

* Federa, vol. ii. p. 266.
+ Winton, vol. i. p. 397. Feedera, vol. ii. pp. 582, 1091,
%+ Fordun a Goodal, vol. ii. p. 128, book x, chap. xi.
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the kingdom. These misfortunes too rapidly followed.
Alexander, riding late, near Kinghorn, was counselled
by his attendants, as the night was dark, and the road
precipitous, not to pass Inverkeithing till the morning.
Naturally courageous, however, he insisted on galloping
forward, when his horse suddenly stumbled over a
rocky cliff above the sea, fell with its rider, and killed
him on the spot.* He died in the forty-fifth year of
his age, and the thirty-seventh of his reign; and his
death, at this particular juncture, may be considered
as one of the deepest amongst those national calamities
which chequer the history of Scotland.

Alexander’s person was majestic ; and although his
figure was too tall, and his bones large, yet his limbs
were well formed, and strongly knit. His counte-
nance was handsome, and beamed with a manly and
sweet expression, which corresponded with the coura-
geous openness and sincerity of his character. He
was firm and constant in his purposes ; yet, guided by
prudence and an excellent understanding, this quality
never degenerated into a dangerous obstinacy. His
inflexible love of justice, his patience in hearing
disputes, his affability in discourse, and facility of
access, endeared him to the whole body of his people ;
whilst his piety, untinctured with any slavish dread,
whilst he acknowledged the spiritual supremacy of
the popedom, rendered him the steadfast friend of
his own clergy, and their best defender against any
civil encroachments of the see of Rome. In his time,
therefore, to use the words of the honest and affec-
tionate Fordun,—¢The churchflourished, its ministers
were treated with reverence, vice was openly dis-

* Triveti Annales, p. 267, He died March 16, 1285-6, Fordun a
Goodal, vol. ii. p. 128,
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couraged, cunning and treachery were trampled under
foot, injury ceased, and the reign of virtue, truth, and
justice, was maintained throughout the land.” We
need not wonder that such a monarch was long and
affectionately remembered in Scotland. Attended by
his justiciary, by his principal nobles, and a military
force which awed the strong offenders, and gave con-
fidence to the oppressed, it was his custom to make
an annual progress through his kingdom, for the
redress of wrong, and the punishment of delinquents.
For this purpose, he divided the kingdom into four
great districts; and on his entering each county, the
sheriff had orders to attend on the kingly judge, with
the whole militia of the shire,* and to continue with
the court till the king had heard all the appeals of
that county, which were brought before him. He
then continued his progress, accompanied by the sheriff
and his troops; nor were these dismissed till the
monarch had entered a new county, where a new
sheriff awaited him with the like honours and attend-
ance.

In this manner the people were freed from the
charge of supporting those overgrown bands of insolent
retainers which swelled the train of the Scottish nobles,
when they waited on the king in his progresses; and
as the dignified prelates and barons were interdicted
by law from travelling with more than a certain num-
ber of horse in their retinue, the poor commons had
leisure to breathe, and to pursue their honest occupa-~
tions.}

In Alexander’s time, many vessels of different
countries came to Scotland, freighted with various

* Fordun a Goodal, book x. chap. xli. vol. ii. p. 129,
4 Ibid. vol ii, pp. 129, 130.
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kinds of merchandise, with the design of exchanging
them for the commaodities of our kingdom. The king’s
mind, however, was unenlightened on the subject of
freedom of trade; and the frequent loss of valuable
cargoes by pirates, wrecks, and unforeseen arrestments,
had induced him to pass some severe laws against the
exportation of Scottish merchandise. — Burgesses,
however, were allowed to traffic with these foreign
merchantmen; and in a short time the kingdom
became rich in every kind of wealth; in the produc-
tions of the arts and manufactures; in money, in
agricultural produce,* in flocks and herds; so that
many, says an ancient historian, came from the West
and East to consider its power, and to study its polity.
Amongst these strangers, there arrived in a great body,
the richest of the Lombard merchants, who offered to
establish manufacturing settlements in various parts
of the country. They®specified among other places
the mount above Queensferry, and an island near
Cramond, and only asked of the king certain spiritual
immunities. Unfortunately, the proposal of these rich
and industrious men, for what cause we cannot tell,
proved displeasing to some powerful members of the
state, and was dismissed ; but from an expression of
the historian we may gather, that the king himself
was desirous to encourage them, and that favourable

* Ynwmen, pewere Karl, or Knawe
That wes of mycht an ox til hawe,
He gert that man hawe part in pluche ;
Swa wes corn in his land enwche ;
Swa than begouth, and efter lang
Of land wes mesure, ane ox-gat,.
Mychty men that had ma
Oxyn, he gert in pluchys ga.
Be that vertu all his land
Of corn he gext be abowndaz..

Winton, vol. i. p. 400.
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terms for a settlement would have been granted, had
not death stept in and put an end to the negotiation.*

The conduct pursued by this king, in his inter-
course with England, was marked by a judicious union
of the firmness and dignity which became an inde-
pendent sovereign with the kindliness befitting his
near connexion with Edward; but, warned by the
attempts which had been first made by the father and
followed up by the son, he took care, that when
invited to the English court, it should be expressly
acknowledged+ that he came there as the free monarch
of an independent country.

To complete the character of this prince, he was
temperate in his habits, his morals were pure, and in
all his domestic relations, kindness and affection were
conspicuous.} The oldest Scottish song, which has
yet been discovered, is an affectionate little monody -
on the death of Alexander, preserved by Winton, one
of the fathers of our authentic Scottish history.§

* Fordun, book x. chap. xli. xlii. vol. ii. pp. 129, 130,

+ Ajyloffe’s Calendar of Ancient Charters, p. 328.

% Towards the conclusion of this reign, it is said that an awful visitant
for the first time appeared in Scotland—the plague ; but we cannot depend
on the fact, for it comes from Boece.—Hailes, vol. i. p. 307,

§ Quhen Alysandyr, oure kyng, wes dede
P Bospland Bd i Jaws [ s Joy g
Away wes sons of ale and brede, "

Of wyne and wax, of gamyn and gle.

Oure gold wes changyd into lede.—~

Christ, born in-to virgynyw,

Suceour Scotland, and remede,

That stad *¥ is in perplexyte.
Winton, vol. i. p. 401.

§ Love. 4 Le, tranquillity. ** Placed, or situated.
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MARGARET, THE MAIDEN OF NORWAY.

MaRGARET, the grand-daughter of Alexander, and
grand-niece to Edward the First, who had been recog-
nised as heir to the crown in 1284, was in Norway at
the time of the king’s death. A parliament, therefore,
assembled at Scone on the 11th of April, 1286; and
a regency, consisting of six guardians of the realm,
was, by common consent, appointed.* The administra-
tion of the northern division of Scotland, beyond the
Firth of Forth, was intrusted to Fraser bishop of St
Andrews, Duncan earl of Fife, and Alexander earl of
Buchan. The government of the country to the south
of the Forth was committed to Wishart the Bishop of
Glasgow, John Comyn lord of Badenoch, and James
the High Steward of Scotland.+

In this Parliament, a keen debate on the succession
to the crown arose between the partisans of Bruce and
Baliol. Nor were these the only claimants. Nothing
but the precarious life of an infant now stood between
the crown of Scotland and the pretensions of other
powerful competitors, whose relationship to the royal
family, as it raised their hopes, enconraged them to
collect their strength, and gave a legal sanction to their
ambition. Edward the First of England, whose near
connexion with the young Queen of Scotland and the
heretrix of Norway made him her natural protector,
was at this time in France. On being informed of the
state of confusion into which the death of Alexander
was likely to plunge a kingdom which had been for

* Winton, vol. ii. p. 10, Fordun a Goodal, vol. ii. p. 138,
} Fordun a Hearne, p. 951,
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some time the object of his ambition, the project of a
marriage between the young queen and his son the
Prince of Wales was too apparent not to suggest itself.
But this menarch, always as cautious of too suddenly
unveiling his purposes as he was determined in pur-
suing them, did not immediately declare his wishes.
He contented himself with observing the turn which
matters should take in Scotland, certain that his power
and influence would in the end induce the different
parties to appeal to him ; and confident that the longer
time which he gave to these factions to quarrel among
themselves and embroil the country, the more advan-
tageously would this interference take place. The
youth of the King of Norway, father to the young
Princess of Scotland, was another favourable circum-
stance for Edward. Eric was only eighteen. He
naturally looked te Edward, the uncle of his late wife,
for advice and support ; and, fearful of trusting his
infant and only daughter, scarce three years old, to
the doubtful allegiance of so fierce and ambitious a
nobility as that of Scotland, he determined to keep
her for the present under his own eye in Norway.
Meanwhile a strong party was formed against her,
amongst the most powerful of the Scottish barons.
They met (Sept. 20, 1286) at Turnberry, the castle
of Robert Bruce earl of Carrick, son of Robert Bruce
lord of Annandale and Cleveland. Here they were
joined by two powerful English barons, Thomas de
Clare, brother of Gilbert earl of Gloucester, and Richard
de Burgh earl of Ulster.* Thomas de Clare was
nephew to Bruce's wife, and both he and his brother
the Earl of Gloucester were naturally anxious te sup-
port Bruce's title to the crown, as the descendant of

* Foedera, vol. ii. p. 488.
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David earl of Huntingdon, brother of King William
the Lion.* Nor was the scheme in any respect a
desperate one, for Bruce already had great influence.
There assembled at Turnberry, Patrick earl of Dunbar,
with his three sons; Walter Stewart earl of Menteith;
Bruce’s own son the Earl of Carrick, and Bernard
Bruce ; James, the High Steward of Scotland,+ with
John his brother ; Angus son of Donald the Lord of
the Isles, and Alexander hisson. These barons, whose
influence could bring into the field the strength of
almost the whole of the west and south of Scotland,
now entered into a bond, or covenant, by which it was
declared, that they would thenceforth adhere to and
take part with one another, on all occasions, and against
all persons, saving their allegiance to the King of
England, and also their allegiance to him who should
gain the kingdom of Seotland by right of descent from
King Alexander, then lately deceased.} Not long
after this, the number of the Scottish regents was
reduced to four, by the assassination of Duncan earl
of Fife, and the death of the Earl of Buchan; the
Steward, another of the regents, pursuing an interest
at variance with the title of the young queen, joined
the party of Bruce, heart-burnings and jealousies arose
between the nobility and the governors of the king-
dom. These soon increased, and at length broke into
an open war between the parties of Bruce and Baliol,

* Gough, in his Additions to Camden’s Britannia, vol. i. p. 265, men-
tions, that Gilbert earl of Gloucester, brother of Robert de Bruce’s wife,
having incurred the resentment of Edward the First, was dispossessed of all
his lands ; but the king afterwards restored him, and gave him his daughter
in marriage. The convention at Turnberry was perhaps the cause of Ed-
ward’s resentment.

*t James, the High Steward, married Cecilia, daughter of Patrick earl of
Dunbar, Andrew Stewart’s Hist. of the Stuarts, p. 16.

% The original is alluded to by Dugdale, vol. i. p. 216, See also Rot.
Compot, Temp. Custodum Regni, p. 62.
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which for two years after the death of the king con-
tinued its ravages in the country.*

The event which the sagacity of Edward had anti-
cipated, now occurred. The States of Scotland were
alarmed at the continuance of civil commotions; and,
in a foolish imitation of other foreign powers who had
applied to Edward to act as a peacemaker, sent the
Bishop of Brechin, the Abbot of Jedburgh, and
Geoffrey de Mowbray, as ambassadors to the King of
England, requesting his advice and mediation towards
composing the troubles of the kingdom.} At the
same time, Eric king of Norway despatched plenipo-
tentiaries to treat with Edward regarding the affairs
of his daughter the queen, and her kingdom of Scot-
land. The king readily accepted both offers; and
finding his presence no longer necessary in France,
returned to England, to superintend in person those
measures of intrigue and ambition which now entirely
occupied his mind. ¢ Now,” said he, to the most
confidential of his ministers, *“the time is at last
arrived when Scotland and its petty kings shall be
reduced under my power.”} But although hisinten-
tions were declared thus openly in his private council,
he proceeded cautiously and covertly in the execution
of his design. At his request, the Scottish regents
appointed the Bishops of St Andrews and Glasgow,
assisted by Robert Bruce lord of Annandale, and
John Comyn, to treat in the presence of the King of
England regarding certain matters proposed by the

* This war, hitherto unknown to our historians, is proved by documents
of unquestionable authority. Excerpta e Rotulo Compotorum. Tempore
Custodum Regni, psl; 56, GYQ. o . .

+ Fordun a Goodal, pp. 137, 138, vol. ii. places this embassy in 1286, It

robably occurred later. Eric’s letter to Edward, is dated April 1289,

ymer, vol. ii.

. 416,
$ Fordun a &oodal, book xi, chap. iii. p. 139,
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Norwegian commissioners, and empowered them to
ratify whatever was there agreed on, “saving always
the liberty and honour of Scotland;” and provided
that from such measures nothing should be likely to
oceur prejudicial to that kingdom and its subjects.*
To this important conference the king, on the part of
England, sent the Bishops of Worcester and Durham,
with the Earls of Pembroke and Warrene.

The place appointed was Salisbury; but previous to
the meeting of the plenipotentiaries, Edward had
secretly procured a dispensation from the pope for the
marriage of his son, the Prince of Wales, to the
young Princess of Norway, as the youthful pair were
within the forbidden degrees.+ No hint, however, of
this projected union, was yet suffered to transpire;
and the commissioners met at Salisbury, where a
treaty was drawn up, in which no direet allusion was
made to the marriage, although it included provisions
which evidently bore upon this projected union.

It was there stipulated by the commissioners for
Norway, that the young queen should be sent into the
kingdom of Scotland or England, untrammelled by
any matrimonial engagement, before the feast of All
Saints in the next year; and that on this first condi-
tion being fulfilled, the King of England should send
her into Scotland, also free from all matrimonial
engagements, as soon as he was assured that this
kingdom was in such a state of tranquillity as to
afford her a quiet residence. This wide and convenient
clause evidently gave Edward the power of detaining
the heretrix of the crown for an almost indefinite
period in England; and its being inserted in this

* Rymer, vol. ii. p. 431, Date, Oct. 3, 1289,
+ Ibid. vol. di. pr 450, g Y
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treaty, proves, that although Bruce, by accepting the
office of commissioner, appeared to have abandoned
his son’s claim to the crown, Edward was suspicious
that the interest which looked to a male successor to
the crown was still pretty high in Scotland. By the
third article, the States of Scotland undertook, beforo
receiving their queen, to find security to the King of
England, that she should not marry without his
counsel and consent, and that of the King of Norway.
The Scottish commissioners next engaged for them-
. selves, that the quiet of the kingdom of Scotland
should be established before the arrival of the queen,
so that she might enter her dominions with safety,
and continue therein at her pleasure. With regard
to the removal of guardians, or public officers in Scot-
land, it was determined, that should any of these be
suspected persons, or troublesome to the King of
Norway or the Queen of Scotland, they should be
removed, and better persons appointed in their place,
by the advice of the  good men™ of Scotland and
Norway, and of persons selected for this purpose by
the King of England ; and it was stipulated that these
English commissioners were ultimately to decide all
disputes regarding public measures, which might occur
between the ministers of Scotland and Norway, as well
as all differences arising amongst the Scottish ministers
themselves. It was finally agreed, that in the middle
of the ensuing Lent, there should be a meeting of the
Estates of Scotland at Roxburgh ; by which time the
Scottish plenipotentiaries engaged, that every thing
to which they had now consented should be fulfilled
and ratified in the presence of the commissioners of
England.* Of this convention three copies were made:

* Rymer, Faedera, vol. ii. pp. 446, 447,
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one in Latin, which was transmitted to the King of
Norway ; and two in French, retained for the use of
the Scots and English. At this period, the majority
of the nobility of both countries were of Norman-
French extraction, and Norman-French was alike in
England and Scotland the language in which state
affairs were generally conducted.

By this treaty, which gave so much power to
Edward, and left so little to the Estates of Scotland,
it i3 evident that some of the Scottish commissioners
were in the interest of the English king. Bruce,
Lord of Annandale, had either altered his ambitious
views, or he trusted that a temporary concealment of
them, and the dissatisfaction which such a convention
must occasion in Scotland, might ultimately turn to
his advantage. Edward, in the meantime, neglected
nothing which could secure or increase the power
which he had acquired. He addressed a letter to the
Estates of Scotland, requiring them to be obedient to
their regents, and informing them, that he meant to
send into that country some of the members of his
council, from whom he might receive correct informa-
tion of its condition.* Although a dispensation from
the pope was already obtained, no allusion to the
intended marriage between Prince Edward and the
young queen had been made throughout the whole
treaty: Edward, with his usual calm foresight, seems
privately to have directed the Scottish commis~
sioners at Salisbury, three of whom were regents,
to sound the nobility of Scotland on their return,
and discover the feelings of the people regarding the
projected union.

Accordingly, as soon asthe important project became

* Rymer, Feedera, vol. ii. p. 445,
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generally known, a meeting of the Estates of Scotland
assembled at Brigham, a village on the Tweed, near
Roxburgh,and from thence directed a letter to Edward,
which was signed by the dignified clergy, and by all
the earls and barons, of the realm. Itstated, that they
were overjoyed to hear the good news which were now
commonly spoken of,—¢ that the Apostle had granted
a dispensation for the marriage of Margaret, their
dear lady and their queen, with Prince Edward.” It
requested King Edward to send them early intelligence
regarding this important measure; and assured him
of their full and ready concurrence, provided certain
reasonable conditions were agreed to, which should be
specified by delegates, who would wait upon him at his
parliament, to be held next Easter at London.*

A lettert was at the same time despatched by this

* Rymer, vol. ii. p. 471,

+ This important letter is in Norman-French, and as follows :—

A tres noble Prince, Sire Eyrik, par la e de Deu, Roy de Norway,
Guillam e Robert, par meme cele grace, de Seint Andreu e de Glasgu
Eveskes, Johan Comyn, & James Seneschal de Escoce, Gardains de
Reaume de Escoce, e tote la commune de meyme cele Reaume, salut &
totes honurs,

¢ Come nus feumes certayns ke vous seez desirous del honur, & del pro-
fist de nostre Dame, vostre fille, & de tute le Reaume de Escoce, par
encheson de ly: e le Apostoylle ad grante, & fete dispensacion, solom coe
ke communement est parle en diverses partys de Mound, ke le Fitz & le
Heyr le Roy de Engletere pusse nostre dame, vostre fille, en femme prendre,
nin ostaunt procheynette de Saunk.

“Nus, f)ar commun assent de tut le Reaume de Escoce, e pur le grant
profist del un & del autre Reaume, ke le mariage se face, si issint seit,
avums uniement accorde, e communement assentu.

¢« Pur la queu chose nus priums & requerums vostre hautesse, ke il vous
pleyse issint ordiner, e ceste bosoyne adrescer endreit de vous ; ke meyme
cele voustre fille Dame puysse en Engletcre venir a plus tous ke estre

urra ;
N Issint ke, a plus tart, seit en meme la terre avaunt la tut Seynt pro-
cheyn avenir, si com, de sa venue, est acorde, devaunt le vaunt dyt Roys de
Engletere, entre nous & voz messages, ke iloekes vyndrunt de par vus.

«Et taunt en facet, Sire, si vous plest, ke nous vous saums le plus tenu
a tou Jurs ; ke, si il avenoyt ke vous ceste chose ne feisset, il nus coven-
droit, en ceste chose, prendre le meillour conseyl ke Deus nus dorra pur le
estat du Reaume, & la bone gent de la terre.

“ En temonage de les avauntdite choses nus, Gardeyns du Reaume, & la

.
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assembly of the States to Eric king of Norway, which
informed him of their consent to the marriage; and
requested him to fulfil the terms of the treaty of
Salisbury, by sending over the young queen, at the
latest before the Feast of All Saints; and intimating
to him, that if this were not done, they should be
obliged to follow the best council which God might
give them, for the good of the kingdom. The nobility
of Scotland could not be more anxious than Edward
for the arrival of the intended bride; but the king
employed a more effectual way than entreaty, by de-
spatching to Norway one of his ablest counsellors,
Anthony Beck bishop of Durham, who, under the
plausible name of pensions, distributed money among
the Norwegian ministers, and obtained a promise, that
she should immediately be sent to England.* So
assured of this was Edward, that, on the arrival of the
Scottish envoys to his parliament held in Easter, he
came under an engagement to pay 3000 marks to
Scotland if Margaret did not reach England, or her
own country, before the Feast of All Saints. He
next appointed the Bishop of Durham, and five other
plenipotentiaries, to attend a meeting of the Scottish
Estates, which was held at Brigham (July 1290,)
intrusting them with full powers to conclude that
treaty, on the basis of which the marriage was to take
place, and, after due conference, to concur in those
securities which the Scottish Estates demanded for
the preservation of the independence of their country.

commune avantdyt, en nom de nus le Seal commun, que nus usom en
Escoce, en nom de nostre Dame avaundyt, avum fet mettre a ceste lettre.

« Done a Brigham, le Vendredy procheyn a pres la Feste Seynt Gregorie,
le An de nostre Seygnur 1289.” ~ Rymer, vol. ii. p. 472.

See Illustrations, Letter E,

* Rymer, vol ii. p. 479.
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The principal articles of this treaty of Brigham are
of much importance, as illustrating the justice and the
inveteracy of that long war, which afterwards desolated
the kingdoms. It was agreed by the English plenipo-
tentiaries, that the rights, laws, liberties, and customs
of Scotland were to be inviolably observed in all time
coming, throughout the whole kingdomand its marches,
saving always the rights which the King of England,
or any other person, has possessed, before the date of
this treaty, in the marches or elsewhere; or which may
accrue to him in all time coming. It was stipulated
also, that failing Margaret and Edward, or either of
them, without issue, the kingdom should belong to the
nearest heirs, to whom it ought of right to return,
wholly, freely, absolutely, and without any subjection;
so that nothing shall either be added to, or taken from,
the rights of the King of England, of his heirs, or of
any other person whatever. The queen, if she should
survive her husband, was to be given up to the Scottish
nation, free from all matrimonial engagement ; and,
on the marriage, to be secured in a jointure befitting
her rank. The kingdom of Scotland was for ever to
remain separate and undivided from England, free in
itself, and without subjection, according to its ancient
boundaries and marches. With regard to the eccle-
siastical privileges of the country, it was provided that
the chapters of churches, which possessed the right of
free election, were not to be compelled to travel forth of
Scotland for leave to elect, or for the presentation of
the bishop or dignitary, or for the performance of fealty
to the sovereign. No crown-vassal, widow, orphan,
or ward of the crown, was to be under the necessity
of performing their homage or relief out of the king-
dom, but a person was to be appointed in Scotland to
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receive the same, by the authority of the queen and
her husband. From this clause was reserved the
homage which ought to be performed in the presence
of the king, and fealty having been once sworn, sasine,
or legal possession of the land, was immediately to be
given by a brief from Chancery.

It was anxiously and wisely provided, that no native
of Scotland was, in any case whatever, to be com-
pelled to answer out of the kingdom regarding any
civil covenant or criminal delinquency which had taken
place in Scotland, as such compulsion was contrary to
the ancient laws and usages of the realm; and that no
parliament was to be held without the boundaries of
the kingdom, as to-any matters affecting the condition
of its subjects. Until the arrival of the queen, the
great seal of Scotland was to be used in all matters
relating to God, the church, and the nation, as it had
been used during the life and after the death of the
late king ; and on the queen’s arrival in her dominions,
a new seal, with the ancient arms of Scotland alone,
and the single name of the queen engraven thereon,
was to be made, and kept by the chancellor; it being
also provided, that the chancellors, justiciars, cham-
berlains, clerks of the rolls, and other officers of the
realm, were to be natives of Scotland, and resident
there.

All charters, grants, relics, and other muniments,
touching the royal dignity of the kingdom of Scotland,
were to be deposited in a safe place within that king-
dom, and to be kept in sure custody under the seals
of the nobility, and subject to their inspection until
the queen should arrive, and have living issue; and
before this event took place, no alienation, encum-
brance, or obligation, was to be created in any matters
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touching the royal dignity of the kingdom of Scotland;
and no tallage, aids, levies of men, or extraordinary
exactions to be demanded from Scotland, or imposed
upon its inhabitants, except for the common affairs of
the realm, or in the cases where the kings of Scotland
have been wont to demand the same. It was pro-
posed by the Scots that the castles and fortresses
should not be fortified anew upon the marches; but
the English commissioners, pleading the defect of
their instructions, cautiously waved the discussion of
this point.

To all the articles in the treaty, the guardians and
community of Scotland gave their full consent, under
the condition that they should be ratified within a
certain time.* If not so confirmed, they were to be
esteemed void ; but Edward was too well satisfied with
the terms of the negotiation to postpone this condition,
and accordingly, without delay, pronounced the oath
which was required. His next was one of those bold
and unwarrantable steps, which frequently marked the
conduct of this ambitious and able monarch. He
pretended that, without the presence of an English
governor, he could not fulfil the terms of his oath to
maintain the laws of Scotland ; and although no such
authority was given him by the treaty, he appointed
Anthony Beck bishop of Durham, to the office of
Governor of Scotland, in the name of Margaret the
queen, and his son Edward, and for the purpose of
acting in concert with the regents, prelates, and nobles,
in the administration of that kingdom, according to
its ancient laws and usages.+ Edward had already
gained to his interest two of the Scottish regents ; by

* Before the Feast of the Virgin's Nativity.
1+ Rymer, vol. ii. pp. 487, 488,
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this measure he trusted that he could overrule their
deliberations ; and, grown confident in his power, he
intimated to the Estates, ‘“that certain rumours of
danger and perils to the kingdom of Scotland having
reached his ears, he judged it right that all castles
and places of strength in that kingdom should be
delivered up to him.”*

This demand effectually roused the Scots ; and Sir
William Sinclair, Sir Patrick Graham, and Sir John
Soulis,t with the other captains of the Scottish castles,
peremptorily refused, in the name of the community
of Scotland, to deliver its fortresses to any one but
their queen and her intended husband, for whose
behoof they were ready to bind themselves by oath to
keep and defend them. With this firm reply Edward
was obliged to be satisfied ; and, sensible that he had
overrated his influence, he patiently awaited the arrival
of the young queen.

It was now certain that she had sailed; the guardians
of the realm, accompanied by commissioners from
England, were preparing to receive her; and all eyes,
in both countries, were turned towards the sea, anxious
to welcome the child on whom so many fair hopes
depended, when accounts were brought that she had
been seized with a mortal disease on her passage, and
had died at Orkney. She was only in her eighth
year. This fatal event, which may justly be called a
great national calamity, happened in September 1290,
and its first announcement struck sorrow and despair
into the heart of the kingdom. In 1284, the crown
had been solemnly settled on the descendants of

* Rymer, vol. ii. p. 488.
+ These three knights had been high in the confidence of Alexander the
Third. Fordun a Hearne, p. 785.
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Alexander the Third; but the parliament and the
nation, confident in the vigorous manhood of the king,
and the health of his progeny, had looked no farther.
All was now overcast. The descendants of Alexander
were extinct; and Bruce and Baliol, with other noble
earls or barons who claimed kindred with the blood-
royal, began, some secretly, some more boldly, to form
their schemes of ambition, and gatherstrength toassert
them.

Previous to the report of the queen’s death, a con-
vention of the Scottish Estates had been held at Perth
to receive Edward’s answer to the refusal of deliver-
ing their castles. To this meeting of the Estates,
Robert Bruce lord of Annandale refused to come;
and a great part of the nobility made no concealment
of their disgust at the arrogant and unprecedented
demands of the English king.* When the sad news
was no longer doubtful, the miseries attendant on a
contested throne soon began to show themselves.
Bruce assembled a large force, and suddenly came to
Perth. Many of the nobility declared themselves of
his party, and the Earls of Mar and Athole jeined
him with all their followers. If the nation and its
governors had been true to themselves, all might yet
have gone well; but the money and power of England
had introduced other councils. One of the guardians,
William Fraser bishop of St Andrews, who had
embraced the interests of Baliol, addressed a letter to
Edward upon the first rumour of the queen’s death,
informing him of the troubled state of the country,
and the necessity of his interposition to prevent the
nation from being involved in blood. ¢ Should John
de Baliol,” says he, ¢ present himself before you, my

* Rymer, Feedera, vol. ii. p. 1090,
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counsel is, that you confer with him, so that, at all
events, your honour and interest may be preserved.
Should the queen be dead, which heaven forefend, I
entreat thab your highness may approach our borders,
to give consolation to the people of Scotland, to pre-
vent the effusion of blood, and to enable the faithful
men of the realm to preserve their oath inviolable,
by cheosing him for their king who by right ought
to be so.”*

Edward’s mind was not slow to take full advantage
of this unwise application;+ and the death of the young
queen, the divisions amongst the Scottish nobility,
and the divided state of the national mind as to the
succession, presented a union of circumstances, too
favourable for his ambition to resist. The treaty
of Brigham, although apparently well calculated to
secure the independence of Scotland, contained a
clause which was evidently intended to leave room for
the pretended claim of the feudal superiority of Eng-
land over this country; and even before the death of
the Maid of Norway, Edward, in writs which he took
care should be addressed only to persons in his own
interest, had assumed the title of lord superior of the
kingdom ef Scotland.} Fully aware of the faveurable
conjuncture in which he was placed, and with that
union of sagacity, boldness, and unscrupulous ambitien
which characterized his mind, he at once formed his
plan, and determined, in his pretended character of
lord superior, te claim the office of supreme judge in
deciding the competition for the crown. His inter-

* Rymer, Feeders, vol. ii. p. 1090.

+ 1 {:\-e here availed myself of the criticisms of an acute writer in the
Edinburgh Review, to modify my former censure of this prelate.—¢ Edin-
burgh Review,” No. 133. Palgrave’s “ Illustrations of Scottish History.”

$ Prynne, Ed. L. p. 430450,
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ference, indeed, had already been solicited by the
Bishop of St Andrews ; there is reason also to suspect,
from some mutilated and undated documents recently
discovered, that Bruce and his adherents fiad not only
claimed his protection at this moment, but secretly
offered to acknowledge his right of superiority ;* but
there is no authority for believing, that any national
proposal was, at this time, made by the Scottish Par-
liament, requesting his decision as arbiter, in a question
upon which they only were entitled to pronounce
judgment. The motives of Edward’s conduct, and the
true history of his interference, are broadly and hon-
estly stated, in these words of an old English historian:
«The King of England, having assembled his privy
council and chief nobility, told them, that he had it in
his mind to bring under his dominion the king and
the realm of Scotland, in the same manner that he had
subdued the kingdom of Wales.”+

For this purpose, he deemed it necessary to collect
his army, and issued writs to his barons and military
tenants, commanding them to meet at Norham on the
3d June, 1291.% The sheriffs of the counties of York,
Lancaster, Westmoreland, Cumberland, and Northum-
berland, were also directed to summon all within their
jurisdiction who owed the king service, to repair to the

* I say “ suspect,” because I cannot agree with the discoverer of these
muniments, Sir Francis Palgrave, or with his reviewer, that the appeal of
Bruce and the Earl of Mar to Edward, amounts to an absolute acknowledg-
ment of his right as lord superior. Asto Sir Francis Palgrave’s fanciful
theory, that there existed in the ancient kingdom of Scotland a consti-
tutional body called, «The Seven Earls,” possessing high privileges as a
distinct estate,—it is certainly singular that, if such a bogy J!:d exist, there
should not be found the slightest traces of its acts, or its appearance, from
the dawn to the close of Scottish history.—See on this point the critique on
Palgi-a?;v&e’s “Illustrations of Scottish History,” in the Edinburgh Review,
No.

+ Annales Waverleenses, p, 242, Secript. Brit. a Gale, vol. ii.

$ Rymer, vol. ii. p. 525.
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rendezvous with their full powers ; and, in the mean-
time, Edward requested the clergy and nobility of
Scotland to hold a conference with him at Norham on
the 10th of May, to which they consented.

The English king opened the deliberations in a
speech delivered by his Justiciary, Roger Brabazon,
in which, after an introductory eulogium upon the
godlike and regal attribute of justice, and the blessings
attendant on the preservation of tranquillity, he
observed, that the sight of the great disturbances,
which on the death of Alexander the Third had arisen
in the kingdom of Scotland, was highly displeasing to
him; on this account, and for the purpose of satisfying
those who had claims upon the crown, and for the
confirmation of peace in the land, he had requested its
nobility to meet him, and had himself travelled from
remote parts, that he might do justice to all, in his
character of Lord Paramount, and without encroaching
upon the rights of any man. ¢ Wherefore,” concluded
the Justiciary, ¢ our lord the king, for the due accom-
plishment of this design, doth require your hearty
recognition of his title of Lord Paramount of the
kingdom of Scotland.”*

This unexpected demand struck dismay and embar-
rassment into the hearts of the Scottish assembly.
They declared their entire ignorance that such a right
of superiority belonged to the King of England; and
added, that at the present conjuncture, when the coun-
try was without its king, in whose presence such a
challenge ought to be made, they could give mo
answer.& ¢ By Holy Edward!” cried the King of
England, ¢“whose crown I wear, I will either have my
rights recognised, or die in the vindication of them!™

* Hemingford, vol. i. p. 33, 4 Walsingham, p. 56,
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«“And to make this speech good,” says Hemingford,
¢ he had issued writs for the convocation of his army;
so that, in case of his demand being resisted, he might
conquer all opposition, were it to the death.”*

The representatives of the Estates of Scotland, who
were well aware of this, now found themselves placed
in trying circumstances, and requested time to consult
and deliberate with their absent members. Edward
at first would give them only one day; but on their
insisting that a longer interval was absolutely neces-
sary, the king granted them three weeks, to prepare
all that they could allege against his pretensions.
This delay the king well knew would be productive of
some good consequences towards his great scheme, and,
at any rate, could not possibly injure his ambitious
views. Before these three weeks elapsed, his army
would meet him at Norham. He had already ensured
the services of Fraser the regent;+ and the money
and promises which he judiciously distributed, had
induced no less than ten competitors to come forward
and claim the Scottish crown. In this way, by the
brilliant prize which he held out to the most powerful
of the nobility of Scotland, he placed their private
ambition and their public virtue in fatal opposition to
each other. All hoped that if they resigned to Edward
this right of superiority, they might receive a kingdom
in return; and all felt, that to rise up as the defenders
of the independency of a country, which was then torn
by mutual distrust and civil disorder; which was with-
out a king, without an army, and with the most
powerful of its nobility leagued against it, would be a

* Hemingford, p. 33. ‘
*+ On August i;, 1291, Edward made a pilgrimage from Berwick to St
Andrews, probably te congult with the Lichop. 3
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desperate undertaking against so able a general, so
profound a politician, and so implacable an enemy, as
Edward. I do not say this to palliate the disgraceful
scene which followed, nor to insinuate that any circum-
stances can occur which entitle the subject of a free
country to sacrifice its independence; but to prove
that the transaction, which was truly a deep stain
upon our history, was the act not of the Scottish
nation, or of the assembled states of the nation, but of
a corrupted part of the Scottish nobility.

To return to the story. On the 2d of June, eight
of the competitors for the crown assembled, along with
many of the prelates, nobles, and barons of Scotland,
on a green plain called Holywell Haugh, opposite to
Norham Castle, These competitors were,—Robert
Bruce, Florence earl of Holland, John Hastings,
Patrick Dunbar earl of March, William de Ross,
William de Vesey, Walter Huntercombe, Robert de
Pynkeny, and Nichelis de Soulis. The Bishop of
Bath and Wells, then Chancellor of England, spoke
for the king. He told them, that his master having
on a former occasion granted them three weeks to
prepare their objections to his claim of superiority, and
they having brought forward no answer to invalidate
his right, it was the intention of the King of England,
in virtue of this acknowledged right, to examine and
determine the dispute regarding the succession. The
chancellor then turned to Robert Bruce, and demanded
whether he was content to acknowledge Iidward as
Lord Paramount of Scotland, and willing to receive
Judgment from him in that character; upon which
this baron expressly answered, that he recognised him
as such, and would abide by his decision. The same
question was then put to the other competitors, all of
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whom returned the same answer. Sir Thomas Ran-
dolph then stood up, and declared that John Baliol
lord of Galloway, had mistaken the day, but would
appear on the morrow; which he did, and then solemnly
acknowledged the superiority of the English king. At
this fourth assembly, the chancellor protested in the
name of the king, that although with the view of giving
Jjudgment to the competitors, he now asserted his right
of superiority, yet he had no intention of excluding his
hereditary right of property in the kingdom of Scot-
land, but reserved to himself the power of prosecuting
such right at whatever time, and in whatever way, he
Jjudged expedient.*

The king in person next addressed the assembly.
He spoke in Norman-French; recapitulated the pro-
ceedings; and, with many professions of affection for
the people of Scotland, declared his intention not only
to pronounce a speedy decision in the controversy,
but to maintain the laws and re-establish the tran-
quillity of the country. John Comyn lord of Badenoch,
called the Black Comyn, who had married a sister of
Baliol, now came forward as a competitor for the
crown, and acknowledged the superiority of Edward;
after which, the claimants affixed their signatures to
two important instruments. The first declared, that,
¢« Forasmuch as the King of England has evidently
shown to us that the sovereign seignory of Scotland,
and the right of hearing, trying, and terminating our
respective claims, helongs to him—we agree to receive
judgment from him, as our Lord Paramount. We
are willing to abide by his decision; and consent that
be shall possess the kingdom to whom he awards it.”f

*

Rymer, Feedera, vol. ii. p. 551.
+ l{:ﬂ s )

mingford, vol. i. p. 34. Rymer, Feders, vol. ii. p. 529,
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By the second deed, possession of the whole land and
castles of Scotland was delivered into the hands of
Edward, under the pretence, that the subject in dis-
pute ought always to be placed in the hands of the
judge ; but on condition that Edward should find
security to make a full restitution within two months
after the date of his award, and that the revenues of
the kingdom should be preserved for the future sove-
reign. It was next determined, after grave consulta-
tion with the prelates and earls, that, in order to
prepare the point in dispute for an ultimate decision,
Baliol and Comyn for themselves, and the competitors
who approved of their list, should choose forty ¢ dis-
creet and faithful men” as commissioners; that Bruce,
for himself, and the competitors who abided by his
nomination, should choose other forty; and that
Edward, the king, should select twenty-four commis-
sioners, or, as he thought fit, a greater or lesser
number. These commissioners were to meet in a
body, to consider the claims of the competitors, and
to make their report to the king.

On the 11th of June, the four regents of Scotland
delivered the kingdom into the hands of Edward; and
the captains and governors of its castles, finding that
the guardians of the realm, and the most powerful of
its nobility, had abandoned it to its fate, gave up its
fortresses to his disposal. And here, in the midst of
this scene of national humiliation, one Scottish baron
stood forward, and behaved worthy of his country.
The Earl of Angus, Gilbert de Umfraville, who com-
manded the important castles of Dundee and Forfar,
declared, that having received these, not from England,
but from the Estates of Scotland, he would not sur-
render them to Edward. A formal letter of indemnity
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was then drawn up, which guaranteed the Earl of
Angus from all blame; and, in name of the claimants
of the crown, and of the guardians of the realm,
enjoined him™to deliver the fortresses of which he held
the keys. This removed the objection of Umfraville,
and Dundee and Forfar were placed in the hands of
Edward. The King of England, satisfied with this
express acknowledgment of his rights as Lord Para-
mount, immediately redelivered the custody of the
kingdom into the hands of the regents, enjoining them
to appoint Alan bishop of Caithness, an Englishman,
and one of his dependants, to the important office of
chancellor; and to nominate Walter Agmondesham,
another agent.of England, as his assistant. To the
four guardians, or regents, Edward next added a fifth,
Bryan Fitz-Alan, an English baron; and having
thus secured an effectual influence over the Scottish
councils, he proceeded to assume a generous and con-
ciliating tone. He promised to do justice to the
competitors within the kingdom of Scotland,* and to
deliver immediate possession of the kingdom to the
successful claimant; upon the death of any king of
Scotland who left an heir, he engaged to wave his
claim to those feudal services, which, upon such an
occasion, were rigidly exacted by lords superior in
smaller fiefs, with the exception of the homage due to
him as Lord Paramount; but he stipulated, that, in
the event of a disputed succession occurring, the king-
dom and its castles were to be again delivered into his
hands.}

The first act of this extraordinary drama now drew
to a conclusion. The great seal, which had been
brought from Scotland for the occasion, was delivered

* Rymer, vol. ii. p. 532 4 Ibid. vol. ii. p. 601,
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to the joint chancellors, the Bishop of Caithness and
Walter Agmondesham. The four guardians, in the
presence of a large concourse of English and Scottish
nobility, swore fealty to Edward as lord superior;
while Bruce lord of Annandale, with his son the Earl
of Carrick, John de Baliol, the Earls of March, Mar,
Buchan, Athole, Angus, Lennox, and Menteith, the
Black Comyn lord of Badenoch, and many other
barons and knights, followed them in taking the oaths
of homage. A herald then proclaimed the peace of
King Edward as Lord Paramount; and the monarch
added a protestation, that his consent to do justice in
this great canse within Seotland, should not preclude
him from his right of deciding in any similar emer-
gency within his kingdom of England. The assembly
then broke up, after an agreement that its next meet-
ing should be at Berwick on the 2d of August, on
which day the King of England promised to deliver
his final judgment upon the succession to the crown
of Scotland.*

It was now only the 13th of July, and Edward
determined to employ the interval till the 2d of August
in a progress through Scotland, for the purpose of
receiving the homage of its inhabitants, and examining
in person the disposition of the people, and the strength
of the country. He proceeded, by Edinburgh and
Stirling, as far as Perth, visiting Dunfermline, St
Andrews, Kinghorn, and Linlithgow; and at these
places peremptorily called upon persons of all ranks,
earls, barons, and burgesses, to sign the rolls of homage,
as vassals of. the King of England.+ In the more
remote districts, which he could not visit, officers were
appomted to receive the caths, and enforce them by

* Rvmer, vol. ii. p. 558. + Prynne, Edw. I. p. 509-512.
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imprisonment upon the refractory;* and having thus
examined and felt the temper of the country, which
he had determined to reduce under his dominion, he
returned to Berwick ; where, in the presence of the
competitors, with the prelates, earls, and barons of
both countries, assembled in the chapel of the castle,
he, on the 3d of August, opened the proceedings.

First of all, he commanded the hundred and four
commissioners or delegates, to assemble in the church
of the Dominicans, adjoining to the castle, and there
receive the claims to the crown. Upon this, twelve
competitors came forward. These were—

1. Florence count of Holland, descended from Ada,
the sister of King William the Lion.

I1. Patrick Dunbar earl of March, descended from
Ilda, or Ada, daughter of William the Lion.

III. William de Vescy, who claimed as grandson
of Marjory, daughter of William the Lion.{

IV. William de Ross, descended from Isabella,
daughter of William the Lion.

V. Robert de Pynkeny, descended from Marjory,
daughter of Henry prince of Scotland, and sister of
William the Lion.

V1. Nicholas de Soulis, descended from Marjory,
a daughter of Alexander the Second, and wife of Alan
Durward.

VII. Patrick Galythly, claimed as the son of Henry
Galythly, who, he contended, was the lawful son of
William the Lion.

VIII. Roger de Mandeville, descended from Au-

frica, whom he affirmed to be a daughter of William
the Lion

’I{mer, vol. ii.
'i' Chronicle of Melrose, p. 100, ad annum 1193, calls her Margaret.
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IX. John Comyn lord of Badenoch, who claimed
as a descendant of Donald, formerly King of Scotland.

X. John de Hastings, who was the son of Ada, the
third daughter of David earl of Huntingdon, brother
to King William the Lion.

XI. Robert de Bruce, who was the son of Isabel,
second daughter of David earl of Huntingdon; and
lastly,

XII. John de Baliol, who claimed the crown as the
grandson of Margaret, the eldest daughter of David
earl of Huntingdon.*

The petitions of these various claimants having been
read, Edward recommended the commissioners to con-
sider them with attention, and to give in their report
at his next parliament, to be held at Berwick on the
2d of June, in the following year. This was an artful
delay. Its apparent purpose was to give the commis-
sioners an interval of nine or ten months to institute
their inquiries; yet it served the more important
object of accustoming the nobility and people of Scot-
land to look te Edward as their Lord Paramount.
When the parliament assembled at Berwick on the
appointed day, and when Eric king of Norway appeared
by his ambassadors, and insisted on his right to the
crown of Scotland as the heir of his daughter Margaret,
his petition and the claims of the first nine competi-
tors were easily disposed of. They were liable to
insuperable objections : some on account of the noto-
rious illegitimacy of the branches from which they
sprung, which was the case with the Earl of March,
along with the barons William de Ress and De Vescy;
others were rejected because they affirmed that they
were descendants of a sister of the Earl of Huntingdon,

* Rymer, Foedera, vol. ii. pp. 578, 579,
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when the direct representatives of a brother of the
same prince were in the field.

Indeed, before the final judgment was pronounced,
these frivolous competitors voluntarily retired. They
had been set up by Edward, with the design of
removing the powerful opposition which might have
arisen to his schemes, had they declared themselves
. against him ; and to excuse his delay in giving judg-
ment, by throwing an air of intricacy over the case,
This object being gained, the king commanded the
commissioners to consider, in the first place, the claims
of Bruce and Baliol; thus quietly overlooking the
other competitors, whose rights were reserved, never
to be again brought forward ; and virtually deciding
that the crown must be given to a descendant of David
earl of Huntingdon. The scene which followed was
nothing more than a premeditated piece of acting,
planned by Edward, and not ill performed by the
Scottish commissioners, who were completely under
his influence. The king first required them to make
oath, that they would faithfully advise him by what
laws and usages the question should be determined :
they answered, that they differed in opinion as to the
laws and usages of Scotland, and its application to the
question before them; and therefore required the
assistance of the English commissioners, as if from
them was to proceed more certain or accurate advice
upon the law of Scotland. A conference with the
commissioners of the twe nations having taken place,
it was found that the differences in opinion were not
removed. The English commissioners modestly re-
~ fused to decide until they were enlightened by the
advice of an English parliament; and the king, ap-
proving of their scruples, declared his resolution to
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consult the learned in forcign parts ; and recommended
all persons of both kingdoms to revolve the case in
their minds, and consider what ought to be done. He
then appointed a parliament to assemble at Berwick
on the 15th of October; at which meeting of the Estates
he intimated he would pronounce his final decision.

On the meeting of this parliament at the time ap-
pointed, Edward required the commissioners to give -
an answer to these two questions: 1st, By what laws
and customs they ought to regulate their judgment?
or, in the event of there being either no laws for the
determination of such a point, or if the laws of Eng-
land and Scotland happened to be at variance, what
was to be done? -And, 2d, Was the kingdom of
Scotland to be regarded as a common fief, and the
succession to the crown to be regulated by the same
principles which were applicable to earldoms and
baronies? The commissioners replied, that the laws
and usages of the two kingdoms must rule the ques-
tion; but if none existed to regulate the case, the king
must make a new law for a new emergency ; and that
the succession to the Scottish crown must be decided
in the same manner as the succession to earldoms,
baronies, and other indivisible inheritances. The king
then addressed himself to Bruce and Baliol, and re-
quired them to allege any further arguments in explana-
tion of their right; upon which they entered at great
length into their respective pleadings upon the ques-
tion.

Bruce insisted, that being the son of Isabella, second
daughter of David earl of Huntingdon, he was next
heir to the crown ; that Alexander the Second had so
declared to persons yet alive, when the king despaired
of having heirs of his own body ; and that an oath had
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been taken by the people of Scotland tc maintain the
succession of the nearest in blood to Alexander the
Third, failing the Maid of Norway and her issue. He
maintained, that a succession to a kingdom ought to
be decided by the law of nature, rather than by the
principles which regulated the succession of vassals
and subjects ; by which law, he, as nearest to the royal
blood, ought to be preferred ; and that the custom of
succession tothe Scottish crown—by which thebrother,
as nearest in degree, excluded the son of the deccased
monarch—supported his title. He contended that a
woman, being naturally incapable of government, ought
n