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David, Lord Ogllvy {1725-1803).
Eldest son of the Earl of Alrlie,
ha ralsed & Jacoblita regimant
alter Prowtonpans, marched with
it to Darty and eacaped to
Horway after Culloden. Glvan
permisslon to reise a regiment
tor tha French Army, he
employed a numbar of the
officers who had served under
him In 174578, The regiment was
diabanded In 1763 but Oglivy
ross 1o become a |leutenant-
general in the Franch Army
bofore receiving @ pardon and
returning home as Earl of Afrile
in 1778. The rad and black tartan
wormn In this portralt appears to
hawe bean vary popuiaf (with the
geniry ot least) In the 17408, snd
varigtionn sppesr In o number af
other contemporary portraits.
[Private Scottish coliection]

HIGHLAND CLANSMAN
1689-1746

INTRODUCTION

nnesen Forbes of Colloden prowidee] toie of the clearest delinitiongs
| of a Highland Ch s 1746, deseribing them as " set of men all
hesring the sme sourname and believing thomselves wo be reliated
one o the other mul 10 be descended from the swne common siock. In
each Clan, there are soversd subalters wibies, who owe their dependence
ont Wiy own nugediate chiel, g all agree o owing allegiance o the
Supreme Chiel ol the Clan or Kindred e Tnok npon it o he thei
diny 1o support him m all sdvenires,” Hardly pavsing o draw breath,
he wont on o grumble: “As those Clans or Kindrods ive by thene
selves, and possess dilTferent Strnlis, Glens or disticts, without any
considerable wisire of Stmwagers, b Lias beeay for o goen ANy yeuws
itpricticable (e hardly thought safe to try i) o give the Law its
conrse snongst the Mopmnins,”
Forbes: as boed president, boed o very proper coneern for the
miaiitenance of bw and order, o e Highlmed Clans were not juse
A e so the endl peace, Detween 1600 and 1790 they plaved i
increasingly proainent robe on baelefields Bogy a Bomee s abroad,

CHRONOLOGY

A AL oegimenes andd eormpmanies bebow e copadorie secevibod vonlis e diseinet o Ci
fevden. A consilenilde nmber o alier unis more of bkes ssbetmntially st o e
Higlibwuds durmg the €] War peviosd: are atsos vmndited, T dates sefeor ondy e e firs
anithiooan b o pecann the omanecd v D some e, paactendas e for e " Del” veges
imestis ol the Rosal Seobs reeruiting o ed were etive in the Hig ks il thie fest of

Seenlame] theertagliepint e prevhond e (liscrissiom,

Those events anarked with o asterisk saw Hhighkod Clhinsmen
engagEed on botly sides

1574 Scow/Ighbaid Regunent fecomnied for Duch servace

1603  King imes VT of Scotland becomaes Jumes Lol Goeat Britdin,
Baeelemgh's Begiment raised For Dutel service

1624 Two Highland companies mised Tor policing dutics

1626  Mackay's Regimemn raised for Danish seevice (huer Swedish)

1631  ITamilton’s Regument rused for Swedish service

1633  Hephu's Regimen) (ner Roval Seotg) mised

1639  Ist "Rishop's War™

1640 Zoel “Bishiop's War'™*

1644 29 Ang Rowal standard mase] by Monrose at Blan
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1645

1646
1647
1650
1667
1675
1677
1681

LG8R8
1689

L6930

16491

1694

1701

1704
1715

1717
1719
1725
1739

1744
1745

1746

I Sepet Battle of TIPPERMUIR

13 Sept Bantle of ABERDEEN

2 Feb Bantle of INVERLOCHY*

9 May Buttle of AULDEARN®

2 fJuty Baule of ALFORD

13 Aug Baude of RHSYTH®

13 Sepri Batle oof PHILIPHAUGH

14 Muay Bautle of ABERDEEN

24 May Alasdair MacCholl defeated st RHUNAHOARINE
27 Apmil antle of CARBISDALE®

3 Aug Highland company misesd for policng dutes
Wanchope's Regnuent mised for Dutch service

6 Seft Second Lghland company raised

I3 Apal Bonh Flighland compunies incorporated] in Fad of

Mur's Regiment (Scots Fusiliers 1685 20 Nov Highland company

aclelerd 10 Scots Gomrds

4 Aug Highknd companies defeared ar MULROY

18 Aprd Aryll's (Highland ) Regiment rised: Grant's

{1 lighLand) Regiment rised

25 Aprt Laird of Greenock™s Highland Company raised

{8 My [neobite Chues muster ander Dhnidee s Daleormen
27 July Battle of K1LLIECRANKIE*

24 Aug Bande of DUNKELD

23 A Existing Meyics Highland Company taken on regular
estnhlistument

! Ay Bantle of CROMDALEY

16 fuly Menzies Company incorporated in Hill's Regimen
Fetruary Two Highland companies raised: Munro and Wishar
My Two Thghland companics mised: Lumscame and Mackay
Angread Capiain Avchilabd Muvry's Highlaud Connpany raised
Aprl Al Highlad companies drafled into Moneriells
Regiment

24 _fune Two Hhighland companies mised under Grnpbell of
Fonul mid Grant of Ballindalloch

{ June Dunean MocReneie's Highland Company raised

6 Sept Jacabite standard raised at Briemar

F3 Newe Battdee ool STIERIFFMUIR

Hightand companies disbanded

& fune Bantle of GLENSHIEL®

12 May Six Highbad independent companies anthorsed

23 Ot Independent compumies embedicd as e
Highlanders

1 Ang Rowatl Ecossois mised

8 fune Geith (Loudon’s) Highlanders rsed

19 Mg Fveobite standarel raised at Glenfinnan

21 St Baile of PRESTONPANS®

H Ot Highlansd independent companies and Argvll Militia
atthorised

23 Pee Highland independent companies defeated at
INVERURIE®

17 feene Baattle of FALKIRK®

16 Apedt Banile of CULLODEN®

Rear view of & Mighland
Ciansman 1745, after one of »
remarkable sories of contem-
porary llustrations of Jacoblte
snd Loyalist troops akeiched by
sn unknown artiat in the
Penlculk area. Note that he s
srmed only with a Tirelock and
bayonet rather than the
broadsword and targe tradi-
tonally assoclated with Highiand
troops. [Author's collection]



The Highland Clans

While it would certaily Be true o deseribe the Sceottish
Highbnders as a wanrrior people, 0 would also be guie
Wrong Lo L'Hﬁllﬂ":'" assame thist every man in thal society wis
a warrior, On the contrary, ke most, i not all, warrim
societies, the Clans weve acpally comprised of anoagri
culturd peasaniey domanated by o warrior anstocmey

At the head of e Clan swod s “chiel”, whiost
single most impornt function was 1o lead the Clan in
time of war. Obviously this was not sdwiays possible:
according o cirenmistances his place might be aken
by-a vounger brother, or event a san, i5 e wis woo old
or infirm w lead the Clan levy in person; if he was oo
young, his plwe would novmally be aken by his
guardian or "nitor’

Next wm order of importnce came por s
immediate lamily = byothiers, cousins and the like = I
the heads of the various branches of the Clag, usanlly,

but not always, fownded by younger sons of previoos ' )

chiels. Naturally sueh o profusion of men each besming the

same surtame could ot fiest sight lead o confosion, bu there |
L L

was a simple remecdy. To ke the example of the Grams: The &
Clan chiel was quite properly known simply as Grand, the Chiefl of
Grant, o the Ladrd of Gromit, His “mssils” (Tor wan sl o betwer terim)

were also pamed Gramg, b o identify one Bom another they were James Francis Edward Stuart

addressed not by therr sut e, hut w the wone of thelr esiate or Gem [1688-1766). The son af King
James Vil of Scalland, his blrth

M : . ; = in 1888 prociphated the so-
Sh::uglfu, but i everydig usage the designations alope silficed = e o e Revolution'. All
Sheuglic, Milon, Corviemony, Ballindatoch snd so on, Thin prictice yne subsequent Jacobite risings
can sill oceasionally be found weay i vural Seotlnd, While thi< mighn were, ostanalbly at lenst, almed
at first sound conflusing, it s in et a great deal less confusing than =t placing him upon a combined
thrane for Scotiand and England.
[Author's collection)

In formal docoments this might be sed down os, sav, Jolin Grane of

trying 1o distinguish between several dosen cantemporiry of near cone
temporary John Cimpbells, Renneth Mackenzies and Patrick Grons,
less the innumerable Donald MacDonalds

Sons were similarly described. In 1745 the Argyle Milics was maised by
General John Conpbell of Mamore bat petoally led bn the Tield by his son
Colonel John Gampbell, younger of Mamuore, Some conlusion might
arise as Lo whether the Bulier o the s was beinge velerrecd 1o, b i this
particular case it seenis (o hive been mvoided Dy sinaply referiing to the
vounger Mamore as ‘Colonel Jack’, although he was obviowsly o
promineit enough fgiee to get away with it The only real confusion
which can arise js where @ become necessiry o apaobil a0 wilor, or
guardian, o @ voung chiel or head of s Bunidly, Abthough he might oth-
crwise be known by his own pime and estre, this gentlemnn wis also
referred o by lis office for so Tong as be held s Thos Sic James Fraser
of Brea, who died in LG50, in his privine cipacity was Kiown simly s
Brea, ot as the wemporary leader of his Clan he §s aso simuolaneoisly
krnown to history s The Totor of Lo,

Generlly speaking, all or most of these vissals hedd their lands Iy
mems of o chorter granted by their eliel. or oceasionally by his Feadal
superion. In practice most Chn chiels cither studionsly dgnored the

Jmposition by the Crown ol fendal superiods, or even actvely nmnm-qi



thiewn, Whatever their tinle, the eliels i wen et inoch OF e ol o Jegises
o tacks to the west soctisl strate=the facksmen, alo distinguished neinky
by the watie of their Gem, Sométtmes these mcks nli_r_rlin by carrice] ovien

for genermanons vanl the families concerned, although retaning then
own surnines, beaamie accepied as sepis of o pacticular Clan, Thos the
MacKaes 1ended o follow the Mackenzie Earls ol Sealorih, the MacCaolls
were generilly acoonmed among the Apgnn Stewarts ancd the MacBrans
were bound 1o the Lards of Mackintosh, Apart from these and othes
similar examples, o s anlikely that suc h rebinonshaps were as foroml s
Indeed, it was L from

pachins wwtan salesmen like 1o prewend

icomian for o bevksetren 1o bear the nanme of anotlier “established’
Clan entirely. MacDonell of Glengarmy's Regimient i 1745 imcludled
Grant, Mackay amd MacRenzie officers and the former at least, Trom
GClen Urgubar, were long-standing [ollowers ol Glengarry, Treguently at
oclels st their ovn chiel on the other side ol Lockh Ness,

It was even qoite possible, 10 guote an estreme example, Tor 3

MacBDonald 1o hold o tack from a Campbelll In 136 he infamouns Coll

Dr. Archibald Camaron (1707-
1753}, younger brother of Donald
Camearon of Lochell and lleu-
tenant-colonel of his reglmont
1745/8. Although he sacapad 10
France atter Culloden, he was
arrested and sxecuted ln 1753
while attempting to recover
some of the Loch Arkeig gold.
Hete that although he accupled
an important place In his Clan's
hierarchy, he has not chosen to
b depletod In Highland dross.
[Scottish Nattonal Partralt
Gallery]



This benner (s said to have been
exrriad by Locheils Aegimant
during the “45, although It may
sctunlly have belonged lo
Cameron of Glendessary. While
the Camaron arms are deplcted
on the green central paned, the
creat in an arm and sword, not
Locheli's sheal of nrrows. The
et of the banner ls red and
this would seem ta accord with
& 18088 reference by James
Philip of Aimereciose to
*Glandessary's ruddy banner”,
Lochel's own banner may well
e been captured at Culloden,
for one comprising red and
yellow horizonisl bars was In
privete hands In the Iast century.
[Awthor's collection]

Ciotach necepted a tack of Colonsay from Archibald Campbell, Lord
Lorne. In additon 1o n cash remial, Coll Ciotach bound himself 1 serve
Lorne Taithtwlly i all his bawlal cmwploviments and alfines o the
Flightands sind Eslmids, by both Band and sea. 1o tos pacticalin case the
tack, accepied under considerable duress, led 1w wouble, b nowas
absalutely typical i imposing upon the fedksman an obligaion for
military service,

Armed chshies between one Clan and anotier tended 1o involve linde
bloodshed: and might be confined 1o u series of mids and counter-rids
almed a running ofl the Hocks and herds of the opposing pary. 1f the
riders were inwercepued eitlier on the way 0 or the wiy out, a violem
clash might occur. b otherwise pitched battles were soumething of a
Gy,

While cattle mpnds have adways been the stofT of Gaclic legend, “come
mitteel by those who didd oot vegard them as dishonowralle, Tan
exercised (them aw all mnes, a8 the means of weakening or punishing
their encimies”, they were principally carried out by a class of men known
s crarnachys = or paterans i Lowhind Scotss The term shinply miesivns
Ssolder', and m oorgin s similar o the Iash keen Gillthongh i charmecwer
they were achnlly closer akin 1o the Tash buannachi). Drawn lrom no
pacticular <orun in Highlind socety, they were By all accounts wild
h, and were emploved for killing, burning and even occsionally
tor lighting! As in Irebnd, they had something of 3 repration as swag-
goring bulhies. and their bands often enough included hroken men’
owing alleginnce to no parncular Clan,

“In their best divs,” wrote Stewart of Gauth, “the cearnmachs were o
sefect Barmd, and were emploved in all enterprises where amconmon
diasyger was (o be encountered, and wore than common honoar o b
acquired. Laterly, lowever, their emplovinents were less Lindiable, andd

consisted i lewving  conteibinions on their

— Losland peighbours, or in making them  pay

trilnne, or Black Mail, for protection, The sons ol
the acksmen, or second order of gentry, e
queitly joinet] these parties, and considered thi

eI

exploits as good araining in the n
jroper for a soldier.”

The rearnach, rather than the Clhn genry,
probably conformed most closely 1o the popular
steveotvpe ol the Thghland  Clusoan,  and
supplicd must of the mercenary soldiers who
served all over Europe before the Brinsh Arny
cladmmed thiem for ts owne I he Trish comparison
can be aken Turther, i would seem reasonable 1w
suppose thiat while e Clan gentry were armeid

iy exercises

with lwoadsword s e, the cearnack wern
armecl with Lo haber nxes and the like,

These men did not, however, represem the
lowest sirawn my Clan sociery. There were also
wleillies. Aguin like tueie Loish couivalents, thew
were odoor servants rather than soldiers,
although they could Bght when the occasion
demanded. The arcinary Clansman was non really




o warrior a1 all and was levied ow only in an CMErgency, angl even then
for as short a e as possible. Those men Jevied oo during the "45 and
imprisoned in i aftermath seem o have been a very sorry colleciion
intdecd, made up of old men and voung bays herdsmen, boatmen,
labourers and ploughboys whao for the mes: part were virtually unarmed.

ORGANISATION

Ad the tnost basie level, organisation could be litde more i o miter of
bl a dozen cearnach or ghillies packing in behind o tacksman. A aeach, o

cattle maicl, nught invalve two or three fackymen, backed up with o gang of

eearnach wnd accompanied by o few ghillies, whose principal function was
not to fight, but to dreive sy livestock which maght be lifted.

When there was s more generd levying out, which ealled For the full
strength of the Clan 1o be deploved onto the heather, a fuirly comven-
vional militry structure was adopted and the Chinsmen were imsitered
into compamnes and baualions. At least three of the Jacobite regiiments
Fiised in 1745 = Gleagarey™s, Lochetl™s and Ogilvy's —even ladd grenadicer
companies, although no record appears o have survived as 10 how the
miight have been distinguished from other compimies i their batmbions

I theory the Clun geritry provided the officers. while the ceamach,
naturally enough, became sergeants o led G the Trome ainks; in
practice il was rarely so neatly or thoroughly organised, as Colonel
Sullivam, the Jacobite adjuunt general, recalled:

Conmtemporary stching of
Jacobile troops parading outaide
Holyrood House In 1745. Tha
troopers on the laft wear hats
and presumsbly represent the
Princa's Lifeguard, In bive coaty
tumed up with red. Note how the
Highlanders an the right are sl
armed with firslocks end
bayonets.

{Mational Museuma of Scotiand)



These Wustrations, based on the
Penlculk wkatches, are the only
known representations of the
Jecobite Hussars ralsed by John
My of Broughton in 1745,
Comtemporary descriptions rofer
to thelr waaring “plald” walst-
coats and reddish fur caps. Both
troopers deplicted her also wear
shoulder pinids.

|Aisther's callection]

Al was comfused,” e waate, deseribiing the levies who assembled ar
Clenfinman in August 1745, “They must go by tribes; such a chiefe of a
iribe had sixty men, anather thiry, another mventy, more or lesse; they
would por tmix nor seperit, & would have double officers, v s two
Capms & two Lis, 1o each Compagnny, sirong or weak. Tha wits uselesse.
& hecume a geeal charge allerwards o HLR.Hs, They wou'd Tollow their
own way, but linel & linel, were brought into o certaln regulation.”

Thar “certain regulation” inclnded the amalgamnation of nonaiable
units or, in extreme cnses, their incorporadon within lirger units. The
small MacLean contingent, for example, went thirough most of the "5
auached to the Atholl Brigade but a Culloden formed @ composiwe bag-
talion with the MacLachlans, However, in common with ather rebel
armies throughom history, such pragmatic measures did not extend o
redundant or underemploved officers relinguishing their commissions.
Glengwrry's Regiment shared two lieutenimt-colonels, four majors, 14
capains and at least 15 other officers — and even this is clearly something
of an underestimae sinee o good hall of them only represent tie Glen
Urequhart officers,

CLOTHING

Unlike more conventional forces, Highltand anmies were rrely m a
position 1o issue clothing either o the oflicers or to the rank and file, bn
it didl happen occasionally, AL Christmas 1745 the citizens of Glasgow were
ordered o supply the Jacobites with "6000 cloth short coats, 12000 linnen
shirts, 6000 pair of shoes, G000 bonnets, and as many inrtan hose”. After
their march o Derby and back they were no doub sorely in need of these
ierns. Further north, Lord Lewis Gordon and his oflicers were scouring
the countryside for plaids as well, b they were atempting 10 provide

Highlund cothing for men whoe nommlly wore

breeches, since o conscious decision lad been
taken by the rebel leaders wo clothe all ther men as
Highlanders, irrespective of their actunl origin,
Highland dress could take a number of forms,
althouglh it is important o appreciate thin before
they were encouraged 1w it in the late 18th
century, few if any Clansmen and fewer still of the
gentlemen had sany objection to wearing breechoes
il they weve awailable, Indeed, breeches were s
common as the kil in Sutherbind and in the
Hebrides. While comic-book and film siereotypes
[requently portray Clansmen striding forth clad in
livtle more than a mgged shire aned a plaid, such
clothing is hardly adequate (or the harsh weather
eonditions the Clinsmen encomntered m the hills
An interesting picture of how the ordinary
Highlander actually dressed is provided by the
body of an unkpown youth, murdered and buried
in a peat bog on Arnish Moor on the island of
Lewis. It dates from around the beginning of the

18th century. The patched and ragged condition




of Ts elesthing prechedes aoy theughio thit the morder victin was wiell off
Asicle froon the et thar he was oot wearing breeches (this ooy sugeest

that hie lind o plad, althongh Edward Burt' deseribes and illusiranes

Clunsmen shinply vandering woovind i theie shorr wdls) Tie would Ly ang
el staneards be considered adequaely deessed, Onothe body were
fotnd two woollen shirts, worn oire on top of the other, and o hig-lengtl
woollen coar lined with the remains of an older one. There was also o

ihe | F30s arxd 15 belisvnd

Joames Drummaond, Duke of Peril
(1713:1746]. Appointed a liou-
tenant-general in the Jacobite
Army In 1745, Parth waa par-
sonally popular, hut no match for
the haughty and smbltious Lord
Gearge Murrny. in poor health
during the campaign. he died an
board the ship that was carmying
him to exile in France.
[Grimsthorpe and Drummond
Castle Trust)
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Three useful rear views of the knitted blue bonnet on his head and o rather long pane of stockings on
piaid and short Highiand coal, by his legs. A slightly older corpse recovered from a peat bog at Quinidall
SN Gl Lampuid Hill in Sutherland was wearing o plaid rolled over his shoulder, two pairs
[Matlonal Musaums of Scotland]

of breeches and two jackers, and pav have hid a lmen shiroanderneath.

There were essentinlle four garments peculiar 1o Highland dress. The
Mest and most Bunous was e belwed plasd., traditiomally comprising s
double ells of mran material, At this point it should be pointed ont tha
u Seots ell measured only 37m (45cm) snd that o double ell vas wice the
sl width, not iwice the lengih. Ordinarily plaschng was woven on q
27 (68.5cm) width amd 1wo pieces had 1o be sewn togetlier w achieve
the normal broadolindy width of 54in (137em), Even so, six yards ol
mmerial is quite o length, but Stewart of Garth quite explicitly siaes thim
it wits folded in Jaif 1o double the thickness before if was put on,

The plaid was normally pleated and belted around the waist so thn
the boutom liem rested just above the konee. The surplus maerial was
draped over the shoulders, Pleating a plaid can be a wdious business,
ained althowgh s best done on o mble or other O surface mised above
the ground, if o nem and 1idy appearance s not required, the plaid can
just as easily be thrown over the shoulders and then gathereed in at the
wadst, The end vesalt is T from elegant, Bt it does work and bears s
very convincing resemblance o many contemporary ilustmmions. ln
whatever manner it was put on, historinns of Highland dress are
curiously prone 1o dating its inrotuction 1o the later pary of the 16th
cenlary, f'!l.l[ l].ll!'!'l." CINIS ;Iliiﬂhllf.ll'.' N peasofl L 'f]l!l!.hl t]!.i].l. nneros
carlier references o "manites”™ also relate 1o belled plaids

A ke development of the plnd was the philabeg, or kil This was
macle simply by mking o single width of plaiding and sewing the tops of

the pleas in place. To judge by surviving 18th century examples it was a

1"
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very different gacmean from the modern kile and was made up from 2
full widthy (27m) of phiding. The upper bem reached as far as the
bottam of the rb-cage, and the pleats themselves were little more o
gathers, bearing no resemblanee 1o the imilir deep knife-edged pleats
invroduced i the early 15 century. The precise orgin of the kil Tas
been a source of some cantroversy. i o B s it was diseussed a all
tharing the 18th century, 1t was generally aceepeed to ive been devisedd
by an Englishman named  Rawlinson who worked i Lochaber m the
17205 Many subsequent (nor-contemporary) writerss have disputed this
althongh no relible evidenee of the kilv's wse prior 1o the early 18ih
century has surfveedd, and s hard 10 eseape the impression ten there
waild nor be simcargnment st all had the suppased inventor not heen an
Engltshman!

o the British Army the kit was invoduced o Fhghland reglinents as
A fatigue garmens in about the 17505, and it only gradnally veplaced the
pladed i the baver half of the 18th cennmy Prior o ils widespread
acloprion, Highlanders who [oumd the plaid impractical either wandered
around in their shirn mils, trned instead 0 breeches = especially for
bt work, = o wore et rews

The mews, or derilis, were essentially a form of hose, Although simila
novepEnered garments weee worn in Ireland, i Seotland they were
plways made from trcm nenerinle Usoally, bot not pvwairmbly,  the
el was cut on the eross o give the necessacy lexibiline at the knee,
madentally producing. 2 dingonally placed eheck. Oviginally, like
medineval hose, they comprised fairly closeitting leggings with integral

Mot all Highlanders wore the kilt.
The clathing worn in this recon-
struction |s made up 1o n pattermn
wmhan off clothing found on a
17th cantury body discovered In
a peal-bog a1 Quintfall Hill In
Calthness. The man was wearing
two suits, one on fop of the
othar, and had a shoulder piald
oo,

[Author's collection]



Officer and sergeant of an sarly
Highland regiment by Van Guchil
[Awthor's collection]

feet. Unlike hose, however, they generally haed garters tied below the
knee, partly for support = since the waisthand was non faced o 2
Potirpoint sl rended b "hing Al the srse™ — and |rarthy o prevent
unsighily “bagging” woud the knees Marin Martin Froun Skye
eleseribed theny thins in 1703:

“Many of the Peaple wear Trneds, some of thent very Bne Woven like
Stockings of those made like of Cloath; some are coloured, and others
are striped: the aner aswell shaped as the former, ing close 1o the Body
lrom the middle downwards, aud ed sooond withe s Bely above the
Hanebes, There oo squane |:it'r|‘ of Clorh which hangs down befope”

A few 18th century thustrtions of trews show them sepamited into
knee hreeches and moreor less matching siockings, This may simyply

13
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2nd Baettalion colour, Lord
Ogilvy's Regiment 1745/8 - saved
from capture ot Culloden. Blue
with white saltire and scroll.
Thiatle In natural tinctures.
[Author's collection]

reflect o more modern sivle, or perhaps it wis
intended w facilitne the wearing of riding boots,
which in turn hiad become necessary when large
‘riding horses” were inroduced i place of twe tra-
itionnl "Thelwelllike" shelies or Garrons. Fuor
obvious reasons trews were the preferred fovm of
dress for nding, although it was not unknown for
hardier souls 10 nde wearing a ploid —one of the
comemporary Penicuik sketches depicts old Joln
Gardon of Glenbucket dolng just that.

ng of Irews was ol IJ-\- ATV TS

The wen
confined 10 homemen: some illusteations show
them worn e conjunction with the plaad i bad
weather, They did indicate statns oo wiinle the
ordinary Clansman had Dis plaid, o gentleman
could wiford o have o wilored pair of rews,

Since the plaid doubled as o cloak (ind
hedding), there wis po great moentive for the
Highltander o wear a tong coar, alithough a ke
lengih or longer sleeveless girmmn coat is worn by
about hall the Chnsmen in the wid 17t centur
Stettin prints and appears 1o e associnted with
e northern Fhighlands, Instead, shion waise o
hip-tength jackets were worn, (Longer ones would have been difficuliw
wedt with o Belred plaid) Tnothe I7th centurey @ single coloured jacke
seeims 1o have Deen the norin, and green or blue ones are reported
lawe: been particalarly popalar buat o the 18t centary tartan jackey
rredomimared

As For the wrmns themselves, 10 may be as well 1o begin by assering
that there 1s no evidence for the use of Clan tartans ot inodern sense
Inelevd, it is a wach disconcerting o God e while svosi curren;
Campbell sents are based on the dack Blue Black Warch seat, most 18
centiry Campbell sitters sport bright red tarans. There is perhaps mare
evidence for the existence of ‘districe sens — paterns paditional w
certain aveas dand beavilv infloenced by the local availabilite of namrd
elyesiulis,

George Buchaman, writing in 1581, sips: "They deligh in voariegaed
garments, especially stripes, and then' Bvourite colowurs are puarple and
blue, Their ancestors wore plaids of many colowrs, and numbers sl
retmn this custom, be the wajority now i theie deess prefer o dard
Brown, imitating aeacly the leaves o tlie heather, that when lyiog upo
the heath in the day, they may not be discovered by the appearance o
their clothes.”

While comounllage was no doubr o consideraton, the brighier dys
wonld also have been more expensive and so would lave Deeo availab
fur the most par only 1o the Clan gentry. Nevertheless, ihieve s some
interesting evidence to seggest that an ciibirvounie form oF Clan tirts
may have emorged  towards the end of the 17th century, In b
description of the gremt gathering of Jacobite Clans ot Daleomer @
1689, James hilip of Almericclose makes various references 1o the fd
lowers of this chiel o that wehring plaids with a red siripe, o ariple i
stripe, of a vellow stripwe and so on. This suggests that while, like everyom



ele, they were wearing browy, green or bluidh plaids, acconding to their
own ‘fancies’, thase crrmach in the service ol a particulse chiel may have
indicared their allegianee In weaving i o thin brightly ceoloured owey-
stripe, wsing yarn supplicd byt chicl

Equipment

By and large the Highland Clansman was linde encumbered by
equipment, Me tended o wear all of his clothing = and, of course, his
bedrolf = and contemporary abservers frequently commented upon the
fact that if they did carry anvthing o lwge w Gin in the purse, or
sporran, they simply bonebed it up in the Tolds of their plaids

Nevertheless, thiere were certain hasic requirements which hiwl o be
mer. Chief sinong them was some means of carrving fooel. Happily this
was a redatively strmightforward maner in den the Clansmin’s staple dict
was omimenl, cooked in A vanewy of ways or i extremis eaten mw. An
English Parliamenuirian tmct in 1644 declared: “The Scors desire
nothing bt meale, of which they boast they can aike nine severall
dishes”

To carry this meal, all that was vequiired was o simple Hoen hog
(probably hidden i the pluad), althongh in 1745 Lord George Murray
arranged Tor the manulacture of proper haversacks for bis men. Tin
canteens were also provided a the same thne, b this seems o have
been quite exceptional, Same basic cooking utensils musi lwve been
carried in order to produce some of those “nine severall dishes™ md ar
tl'u:. very least these would have included thin iron i}l]ll{:_ﬁ or girdles on Highland Clansman [dentifiad by
which to cook oatcakes, and perhaps small castvon porridge pots, the Paniculk artist as Duncan

Highlanders appear to luwe worn littke somour; ordinary Chinemen  macGregor of Dainaspiutrach.
pmhnlﬂr wore none sl bl There s abnndion evidence for e early nse Hole how tha large In hald up to
of smple helmets anel mndl coats by those who could afford them = the  cover his head.
gentlemnen and perhaps some of the more successful seamach—and there YAuEHor-caliection]
is some evidence for the use of padded akheons and jacks Towever,
litle = IF any — wse seewms W hive been ouade ol delensive armoie
fexcepting the targe) by the mid 7h centrs, This his been atribed
to the mtroduction of the famons Highlomd Charge, but i roatig such
defensive armour would have proved no impediment w a hrisk run of
a hupdred wewes o so, The veal reason Tor the abandeiment
or armour, Ay elsewhere in western Euvope, was o simple
recognition thit mail eoits ool jacks provided absoluely no
protection whitever against the firemrms that were comig (o
domimate warfare,

Weapons and Tactics
In his report commissioned in 1724, General Wade set forth
the classic description of Highland arms and tactics:

“The Arms they make use of in War, are, a Muoskern o
Broad Sword and Target, 2 Pistol and a Dirk or Digger,
hanging by their sicde, with o Powder Horn and o Paach
for their Ammmunitions. They form ihemselves o
Bodies of uneqgual Numbers accordimg to the strength
of thewr Claw or Tribe, which ts Comnumided by their
Respective Superior or Chiteltam,. Whien o sight af
the Enemy they endeavour 1o possess themsehes of

| 15
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Battle scene by the same artist.
Once again the targes are hald
high. The ariginal sketch shows
them fighting sgalnst cavalry-
men, though it ls not known
whather It was intended to rep-
resent an actusl ancounter, ar
recorded a tralning exercize
against the Prince's Lieguard.
[Authar'a collectlon]

the highes Ground, believing they descend on them with greater foree,

“They generally give their fire an a disance: they lay down their Arms
on the Ground and make a Vigorous attack with their Broad Swords, but
il repulsed, seldom or never rally again. They dread engayping with the
Cimvalry and seldom venmre 1o descend from the Mounains when appre
hensive of bemg charged by them.”

Somewha i contmdiciion 1o this, and notwithstanding s obwiom
bias, General Hawley's rather more detailed descriprion is equally useful
Unifike Wade, he had acuwmlly Tought against the facobite Clans,
Sheriffmuir in 1715,

“They Commuonly form their Front rank of what (hey eall their bes
men, or Trie Highlanders, the pumber of which heing allways bor few,
when they form in Batadlions they commonly form four deep, & these
Highlunders Torm the front of the Tour, the rest being lowknders &
arvant scum, When these bavalions come within a large musket shot o
three score yurds [50m] this front raok gives their five, and immediawk
throw down their firelocks and come down in a cluster with their swords
and wrgers, making a noise and endeavouring 1o pierce the body or har
talion before them = becoming twelve or Fourteen deep by the time they
come up to the peaple they anack.”

Although Hawley's 1ierminology might be a hule unreliable, untike
Wade, he did comrectly idemify the way in which only the front rank ofa
Chan levy was made up of heavily armed gentlemen, while the wo o
three rmanks standimg belund comprised men who were neither trained
nar equipped 1w he warriors, While the lformer were indecd generall
armmed mothe manner described, and did lead their men forward, “wilk



thar swords and targeis”, the ordinary Clhinsmen who followed them
were o different imatter entrely,

The results of a military census carvied ongin five erthshire parishes
in 1638, am the cve of the Civil Way, are particularly revealing. At firsy
sight there appears o have been an abundance of swords, with only 11
owt of 431 lacking oue; on closer examination a very differem pictre
emerges. Onby' 124 men, abou o quarter of the wial, conform w the
accepted. picture. by carrving both sword and wrge. This particalar
group wiss cectauly well srmeds no Tewer than 92 of them also cicried
muskets and 63 had bows, including 54 of the musketcers (3 somewhal
unfikely commbinatiom, whicl is poromyed in ope of the comemporan
Stetin prints), Only 21 men carvied sword aned buckler alone.

By contrast, the remaining 35 swordsmen shared just live muskeis
and 73 bows bemween them, Clearly they were the [orefathers of the
“arrant soum”, dleseribed by Hawley as siandding belind the gentlemen,
and as they do nat carry targes, it is likely thin il or most of the “swords™
with which they are credited ave aciually dirks. These were subsmnnal,
usually singlecdped, knives sharmg certain chameteristies with bonh the
medineval ballock aned rondel daggers, Faving Blades 150 ar even 18in
long, they might quite justifiality be classed as swords. I this context it is
certainly significant thm the Highlanders piciured ot Stettin i 1631
earry long chirks in place of broadswords, and this pracuice was paralleled

in lieland. There the use of longblided swords was preay hugely

confined (o the chiefiaing and some professional soldiers, while tw
ordinary kerns e invariably described and depicied as being armed with
grans = long daggers siimbar 1o the dirk.

Out in the Hebrides things were evidently no boner, and in 1684,

when John Philip of Almedieclose described the Tacgely Hlebridean army
asembled at Dalcomern in lis epic poem The Grameid, he made very
littke mention of fircarms, Swacds are relerved to mther more fredgoently

in the pocm, and sometimes wrges. but the majorin of the weapons

Rebelllon Rewarded, & naar con-
temporary propaganda plece
purporting to deplet the
Jacobltes at Carllsle. The pipar
an the left appears 10 be based
on the well known print by
Bowles, while the gent on the
right hasrs & remarkahle resam-
blance ta Hogarth's portralt of
Lord Lovat.

[Scottish National Portrait
Gallery]
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carricd by the Chns ac Balcomera — and
afterwards at Killiecrnnkie - were axes and spean

Firearms
The mbble which won the hattle of Presionpam
A seaes later were just as poorly armed: o
hostle eyewitness in Edinburgh related how the
civrried scythes, pitchforks and a decadedly vnime
pressve sclection af Tirearms, which included
fowling pieces, old matchlocks and 3 number o
breken aned  unserviceable pieces (see com
mentary to Plate G). The fact that, such useles
weapons were being carried suggests dun no
withsumding  the prominence given 1o fine
broadswords in Gaelic lierure, the prevailing
view among the Clansmen was that real soldien
carmied muskets, Interestingly enough, this same
view was hield by the Irsh insurgents in Wexfond

i 1708, who were reported to be discarding gool
pikes in place of pasty and unserviceable firclock
Arany rate, the Highland army which drew npo
Culloden Moor some wonths lmer was predom
namly armed with French or Spanish fircloc

While silk colours with the
Stewnrt's Arms “God Save King”™.
Probably carried by John Ray
Stuart's Regimentl. One of the
three colours taken by Monro's
37th Foot at Culioden (sea
Warrior 19).

and bavonets.

Nevertheless, there is linde evidenee thn Clansmen tnade serions e
of firearms, Tenditionally, those who actually owned them carred the
shot in thetr spormns mnd powder in Hasks. This was o douhit o usefi
enough mode of procecding when huming, bu it placed Clansmen an
distinc disadvintage (oo properly conducted frefight, This point va
explicitly mude by the Jacebite adjusm general, Colonel Sullivan, &
rejecting o proposed defensive position reconnoitred by Lord Georp
Murray near Culloden:

“Any man v ever served with the hightanders. knows v they fire ba
one shor & abandon therr Grelocks alier, 15 there be any obsiroction g
hinders them of going on the enemy all is losi they don't like o b
exposed to the enemy’s lire, nor can they resist i, ot being trained »
charge {load] as fast as regular troops, especially the English wely are du
reoops in the world yo fires bese.”

The effectiveness of this ane good volley s also questionable. Murm
deploving the fact thi few Clansmen paused 1o deliver it at Callodes
complained! “This was a st loss for the flire of Highlanders is mo
blaody then that of any regular voups whatever.” Generally speaking
subsequent writers have mken him a his word, bin there is remarkaby
litde evidence to back wp his dssertion,

Murrmay, it is roe, may have been thinking of Falkick, where a ce
ralled valley delivered by the thiree MacDonald regiments ana moged
ten vards broke up o covaldry charge. This was evidently exceptiond
however, and both Wade and Hawley make the ponn thae Highlindes
norpally fired af long range. Just as wellingly, no-one on the receivig
end of o Hghlaned clarge over seems 1o have complained of the vollg
which preceded (1 At Prestonpims, for example, the onser was signalld
by @ “few dimpping shots”™, but perhaps the most striking evidence coms



from the celebrmed encomer at High Bridge on 16 Augus
1145, Two additonal, or depot, companies made up of recrnits for
the Royal Scors were ambushed there s aftera long rimmninyg
batde forced o surrender a Tew hours kuer near nvergary,
When theyv edied so. it wis only beciuse ey were
threatened with 3 fulbscale muack on open ground by
severstl hurnelreed insurgeons: ap to tha pesint they had
only suffered wo men killed and wo wmore slighily
wounded.

The lact of the tpaiier is Ui ipost Chigaamen were ol
ntimately acopainted with frearas, While soaine were ao
doubt excellent shos, secustomed) to deor stalking, there 15 a8
world of dilforence between taking o carelul aimed shin e an
unsuspecting sty aned finmg on o bandeficld. Stewart of Garth
mikes tiis pertinent point in recollecting s own service (o the
West tndies. The Caribs b o considemible reputiation s
marksmen, sancl i oveler b test this he onee asked ooprisener w hit
an prange phced on o bottke 200 vards awaye At the thiorl attempr
hedid it ") then asked him why he did non mark so well agains
the soldiers as agabns the ornge; “Massn,” he replicel, "the orange
o gun ar ball 1 shoot back: po ran o me with bayonel’

Nevertheless, it seets [air 1o say thay vestricting (hemselves o o
smgle, probably vather vgged, volley mther than atemn o establish
fire superiority was the correer deesion: Hightimd rroops, inchiding an
alarming number of unice which Fored pare ol the 181h eenvary British
Army, almost invariably lacked the necessary trnining and discipline 1o
engage i Direlight. Aoy ateempt to o s, groctienlaely againse veterans,
would have been fnpile. Tnstend they adopued the only other conrse open
1o thern: they charged sirmighie an the enemy,

THE HIGHLAND CHARGE

h has been suggesied thar the Pighland Charge was devised as boe o
1642, By the celelisied Adascaie MaeClhiodly, in order o bener combine
the use o fivcavins with coled sweel, Up (oo point this gy be woe, b
the developicnn may not have been as revolutiomary as it first appears,

To begin with, it is necessury to apprecmte the ordinary mamre of
Celtic/Herote warfare. Those who were prncipally expecred 10 do the
fighting were the Highland gentlemen and the raferm - men who could
dlford (he necessiry weapous ad, just s mporsantly, the o o
practise with thenn bo thine ol conflict they would maeh Torth belind
their chicftain’s banner, bringing with them their own followers = the
ordinary Clansmen, collecuively velerred 1o as ghithes comprising of
tenants, subetenianes aod anybeody else 1 for i

The task e theses owhillies wirt threefnld, They weve Dt and Tnvmos: te
outward symibxal of their leader’s power, it they sk loakes) afier the more
mimdane jobs on campaigin, sod i Isatde they backed ther leader wp.

At s most basic this backap may have consisted of hittde more than
forming an enthmsizstic andienee s he engaged in persaaml combu witl
a gentlenman of the ether parn However, i the carly dave e lens, (he
ghillies” joby during o parched banle was evidently w prowide Bire sappor,

Identified by the Penlculk arilst
as ‘Glengarmy’, this |8 presumably
Colonal Angus McDonnell,
Glengarry's second son, who was
accidentally shot and Killed on
22 January 1748, when one of
Clanranald's men fallad to
nppreciate thal the firelock he
wioa cleaning was loaded.
[Author's collection]
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sending showers of arrows over the advancmy
fromt hine. A useful example of this com be seenw
Auldearn, where Sir Mungo Campbell of Lawers'
men were Sshot™ on 1o their abjective Iy
Sceaforth’s Mackensdes sianding in thelr cea
Although they were no doubit then expected ©
back up their leaders omee the chinge prope
began, their role does appenr w have altered with
the introductuon of firearins,

While a bow can be used in both o dicect anl
indivect “fire” role, the sauwe is not trne of )
musket, which is also much slower to reload, Tha
had wo imporiant consequences. First, musker
armed gentlemen conld only alford 1o fire once
al Jong range, before charging siright a iy
enemy sword i hand. Secondly, their fllowen
wonld then no longer have been able to provid
them with covering fire by shooting arrows o
their heads, and so would hove had litle optie
than 1o physically back them up by participeuig

Highland senlinel after the
Penloculk artist = note once agaln
that ha Is armed anly with a
firelock and bayonet.

[Author's collection]

i that charge. The ner effect would hive been s
speed up the operanon considernbly and creme the classic Highland
Churge.

The MHighlud Charge s perhaps best illusirated by looking at m
notable Jacohits successes, Killicerankie awd Prestionpans, and oo
wasting them with one even imore notable fMilure, Calloden.

Killiecrankie
At Killieeyamkice a regular anmy led by a Flighlndes, Thogh Mackay o
Scourie, enconntered o Highlmd anmy led by o Lowluler. Jol
Gralvn, Viscount Dundee, just north of the Pass of Killicorankie on®

July 16849, Neither army had initally expected a batde, and by haf

marching Mackay wis able 1o secure the pass and bring lis army throng
it unmaolesied. Too Lue 1o ambush him, the Highlanders instea
cdeployed igh on the slopes of Creag Ealliich, overlooking the voml, b
Mackiwy wirned 1o face them ind drew his armiy up an the U
Plauean, a fairly level shelf of ground halfvay up the hill,

Having anly two small troops of volunteer cavaley, Mackay was unde:
standably concerned abow his Manks, His lell wing was secored b
posting # detaclhment of grenadiers commanded by Lictienam Colom
Lawcher an " little hill wremthed with trees™, while the righ was similad
anchored on a stream near the entrmnce 1o the pass. To link (he
positions he ordered his 3,500 imfantey 1o double their files = 1o drawy
three deep instead of the cusiomary six, Afleywards Mackay was mud
criticised for this, but in fct it allowed him o deploy more muskeiea
in the firing line and so improve his chances of stopping the Highlbn
aunck dead in s wacks, Unfortmmmely, for some unknown reason, Lad
Kenmore's Regnment, stapding in the very centre of the line, remans
stancling in six ranks: As o resull, while there was the usond inwervald
abeont 50m between most of Mackay's regiments, there exisied a gapt
about 1K benveen Kenmore's men and the neavest batalion on the
left: thanks 1o some boggy ground, no less than 150m sepasued the



inttisl dispositionn &t the battle
of Killecrankls (sse main lext).
The ARl road has been bulll along
tha length of Mackay's battie-
fine, [Author's collection]

Thin parily Hightand aficer ia not
identified by 1he Peniculk artist,
sithaugh he fils contemporary
descriplions of Charles Stewart
ol Ardshenl, commander of the
Agpin Regimeant.

[Mathar's collection]
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from Leven's Regimem on thewr nght To all mems and purposes,
Reomore's newly mised vegiment, perlaps the least relinbile wmt in
Mackay's arimy, wis el o its own, dsolated inthe very centre of the ling,
Further up the hill, Dundee lind come 1o the uncomfortable realic
sation that his 2500 men were badly omtnumbered. This disparity was
made all the more apparen when Mackay extended his [roni. In order
to cover it, Dundee was obliged o disperse his forces with substantial
gaps between his regimenis (see above map) and as a result the
Phightand Clarge actually waok the form of three poorly co-
vrdimited atticks an different points along Mackay's front at

abiont B o'cock inthe evening.
Maost of Dundee’s regiments were nrssed o the cene,
with the object of piercing Mackay's cenue, bt
Locheil’'s Camerons, instead of joimng Glengarry's
men i atacking Leven's Regiment, veered off 1o
thew left and joined with Sir Alexander MacLean's
and Sleat’s: men in adacking Mackay's own
regiment, This had some uiteresting conse-
quences. In the first place it exposed Locheil’s
men 1o & murderous fanking five as they crossed
Leven's front According to some accounis they
lost as muny as 120 men out of 300L 1T so, they mus
effectively have been destroyed s a military anil.
Hoping 1o profit from this disaster, Mackay 1ried 1o
coumter-attack with his two cavalry troops, but he was
in trn charged by Dundee’s cwaley and driven
hick on Kenmore's Regiment. Thus ridden over by
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cutts, siiver braid and the silver epaulette introduced for
commissioned ranks in the sary 17608, The plald ia
predominantiy red and black.

[Private Scottish collection]

Traditlanally identified as Donald Camearon of Locheil, thia

sitter actually appears to be his son, James Comearon of

Lochell. i 8o, the painting shows the unlform af an afficer of
22 the Royal Ecossols —a blue jacket with red velvel collar and




Actusl late 17th cenlury and
aerly 1688h century clothing
mcovered from peat bogs. L-R:
Quintfall Hill, Calthness; Arnish
Woar, Lewls; Gunister, Shetland,
Mational Museums of Scotland]

thoyr own cavailliy, heiimore = men, who were already Téeling ol
lapely, were in no eondidon o resise as the Chmsmien forming the
Jacubie centre swept down on thew Beth they aned the left division ol
Leven's Regiment simply threw down their arms and ran away

Meanwhile, Tirther w theie Aght the MacLeans had Ellen on
Mackin's Reglioent, ovetrunping is right division but jgnoring both
Hastings™ Regiment on the extreme right and the remainder of Mockay's
andd Leven's regiments. The Luter oversight was particnbacly imfloromaite
since 10was a volley fron one of these nnns which killeedd Dundee, the
Jacnlie commuanider,

To the left of Kenmaore's unlorume regiment, the three battalions
commanded by Brigidier Balfour woere e st barely moenaced by Sir
Jolin Mackean's solivary regoment. B owing to the curvistonre of e Tl
Badfour was unable w0 see bevond the massive hole wen in Mockay's
centre. Unaware than elements ol the righit wing were silll holding (heiy
ground, he asumed thin evervone o his right had given way and so
begn 1w exectie an orderly withdmwal towards the River Garry,
However, as snon as his men began w descend the Stevp, tree-covered
slope ot the edge ol the plinean, they were simullaneously atacked in
front by MacLean™s men amd in Mank by 5 contingem of Atholimen
caming down the valley from Bluie, Panmicking, all three baualions broke
withow fighting and suffercd remible osses as they Ded towards the
river.

This left only Hustings' Regiment (the onby English unit to ke part
m the bade) and the baered remains of Leven's amd Mackay's regi-
ments, tiow commanded by the generml himsel Sall full of fight, they | 23




took up a defensive position around Urrard House, but o their surprise
were lelt mmmolested. When darkness lell they were able o execnte an
orderly withdrmwal across the river and link up with the survivors of
Batfour's command,

Prestonpans
Al Prestonpans the two sides fielded about the sanie number of men, but
a substantial proportion of General Siv John Cope's regulars were
cavitlry, At dawn on 21 September 1745 the Highland Avmy charged
across 0 flar stubblecovered field and in a mater of mines. swept
Cope's army ot of existence. Once agam, however. a close examimanon
of the evidence reveals an interesting sequonce ol events.

Cope's army wis occupying a (lat, open ficld, prolecied on two sides
by buildings and enclosures and on a thivd by @ marsh which prevented
a direct assault by the Highland Army. in the end, anight march broughit
the Highlanders round to the open east side 1w dawn on the morning of
the 215, it in order 1o deploy they first had o march across Cope's
front. When the Highlanders were ser upon by a dragoon piequet, he
ortdered his men o stand o their srmis and wheel o the el in order o
fce the imminent threan

In the mee 10 form m line of battle before Cope’s men, the Duke of
Perth, commanding the leading Jacobite division, led his men too D
northwards, Sullicient room was 1o have Deen left benveen this division
andd the marsh o allow the second division, conmanded by Lord George
Murray, o deploy on ther left. However, in the poor hight Perth mis-
Judged the difference and when he eventumlly hadied and wrmed w foce
the Britisli Army, a huge gap had opened up between the two divisions.

This accident had quite unforeseen consequences. Cope hid by now
deployed his army in conventional fashion, with one of his two dragoon
regiments on each ink of his infantey, They shoudd hive comprised
wosand-a-hall atalions of regulvrs, but in the harry 1o form up, the
substantial detachmeis forming the outlving picquets had simply fallen
i on the nght of the line, making up o small ad hoc baunlion ol their
own. As the Highland auack came in, Perdh’s division found fsell Tcing
Familton's 1t Dreasgoons and Murray's men Tell on Gardiner’s 151h
Dragoons and the picquets. The greater part of Cope’s infamry had no
enciny al all 1o their nmmedie fron

Both dragoon regiments were alrcady in o rather shaky condition,
anel on receiving a few “scantering shots™ promptly ran off. The picguets,
lacking officers and with littde cohesion, also gave way, leaving both
flanks of the miantry exposed. At this point most of the Highlunders
simply carnied straight on in pursuit of the fugitives, and Murray
alterwards recorded his surprise an realising the rest ol the regulars were
still standing formed behind him. In o matwer of minuates, however, they
wer were dealt with as the open anks were rolled ap. Perhaps the best
deseniption of this came from Major Severne of Lascelles” 58th Foot, who
testified ar the subsequent inguiry that, ® . a large body of thar Left
rush’d on obliguely on our Right Flank, and broke the Foot as it were Iy
Phuoons, with so rapicdd @ Motion, that the whole Line was broken in a lew
Minues™ Indeed, although he was wnderstmwlably ruther defensive
about the fact, Colonel Lascelles hinsell was able 1o make good his
escape by running off 1w the cast through the still substanaal gap tha



1Bth cenlury millilary shoes as
wom by Highland regimenits. The
buckles were axcavatad at Fort
Ticonderoga.

[Author's collection]

exrsted between the strapglers of the two vicionions [acobiie divisions

A Rillecrankie wndd  Prestonpans, therelove, it oas clear dead e
popular impression of the hapless Redooms being herally swept away by
an “matbinche of steel™ is o gross oversimplifieation, In bt cases, gaps
opened 1ip in the defending line when one or more units pamicked amed
ram fefere the Highlanders acomlly made contaer, The Clansmen then
poreed o these gaps, aned while aosabstantil omber vaished seeaight
inter the coemy rean with the abject of eamting down Digitives and gening
i o the Bageage train, others rollegd up the open hinks of those
regubi imits still holdhing their groan©d

I is imporint o emphasise that cases of Tlighlnders plvsically
tackling Tormed inBuwitry noits head-on and litecally bhatering o even
carving ther way through are sirtadly nom-exsistent, AL Alord in 1S,
for example, the defeated General Badllie declareds "Omre foot stoud with
mvselfe and behaved themselves as became them, untill the enemies
harse chsrged in oue resre, and in from wewere overchorged wih thei
Foont,”™ Simibarky, at Falkick, afver beating ol T o covaley atiaek, ihe Highkoul
Army ehiarged General Hawley's infamiey, Stroggeing vp a vongh hallside
with o storm beating in thete fices, the left wing regiments made no
atrenip 1o stnd, bu ran away o ance. betore the Jacobites acumlly came
o contact, What should hinve Been o stunning Rebel verory wis then
thrown away a8 most of the Highlanders aet ofl eathusiastically in
pamsarit, keeping well elea of the regiments oo Hawley™s right whe no
only stood their ground but evennually sonmted o dangeroes conmnier
atck before retrmg i good order to their camp.

Culloden
Althongh it was 1o be the Fhighland Clans® kst and most Soanons defeat,
the hattle of Culloden provides whin 1s perhops the clearest piciire of
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thelr metics. The Jscobite Avmy drew up onan open streich of common Panorama of Culoden based on

grazing hined, apparently well suited for the Highlind Charge — ernticisin
that it was foo open ignores the point that the Clansmen needed open
ground in ovder to Eumch their charge — at Prestonpans they had chiosen
o attack neross an even (laer field,

Unlike previous bantles, they were for the first time exposed w well
handled artillery at Culloden, and for than very resson began the aack
within a fow minutes of coming wnder fire. Orlinanly the rebel line
might Iuwve been expected o advance [airly steadily unl within musket
shot of the Britsh Trome line, Ore, aod twen vosle in wider dieir own
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a watarcolour skelch by Thamas
Sandby.
[Authar's collection]

Culloden Moor dotail.
[Author's coliection)




Ansthar trephy of Culloden:

Pece of blua silk with a St.
Andrew sallire “Commit the Work
s Bod™,

[Author's collection]

smioke, Howesver, in an obwaous efTort too i se
the time spent under artillery live, they instead
stirged forwaird ana roan, Many of the front mank
men even threw away thetr brelocks s drew
ther swords at the outset. A number of eyewii-
nesses fin the Beatish fanks alierwirds vestifed thi
A8 they came Torward, they coalesced i three
distinct bodies, nr wedges, and it is instructive to
examine the fortwnes of epch i urn,

The lefl wing, maimly comprising MacDouald
regiments, had Turthest 1o go and, crucially, was
vk cotiing ander much artitlery bre, Tt advanced
1o within muoskershor of the Bomish front line and
there came 1o a halt. What happened next s
clearly described in the victorions Duke ol
Cumberbnd’s own dispatcle "They came running
on in their wild manner ey caune down three
severnl Times with a Hunddred Yards of our Men,
firing their pistols and brandishing their Swords,
but the Rowals and Pubieneys bardly (ook their
Frelocks from their shoulders

In other words, they were making shon,
VICIONS r1|."-|'||:.‘.'-. ]'IUIJIJI!.'. 1oy hl;lllllﬂ'{h' one or morc
ol e reginents opposing thiem, All, however, stood livm and in the end
it was the Highlanders who Fell back, menaced by Cambertand’s cavalry,

At the other end of the line, the |acobite right wing could not afford
1o waste ime with feings, and for once, banered by both artillery and
msketry, went stright moand atempied w physically break Barrell's -4
Foot. The regulars, refusing 1o be intimidated, met them with charged
hoyonets, and handaohand fighting ensned before sheer weight of
numbers prevailed and the Hightinders broke through. Ordinonly sucly
A penetration, -:'ﬁpn'i:'l.llv an the Mank would have then seen somie

Highlanders exploiting towards the cear and spreadimg all manner of

fear, confusion and despondency, while others rolled wp o the lank
therehy exposed. Indeed, at this poinn it s significant that the centml
Jucobite column, instead of attempong to engage the regiments standimg
direcily oppaosite, aciually veered across their front instead (gening badly
shot up in the process =as Locheil’s had been at Killieernnkie) in order
to fallow the Aght eolumn into the gap torn in the Brinsh line

Unformunately, as Barrell's burst apart under the pressuaee, the nexi
battalion in line, Manre's 37U, managed (o reluse its lell Donk and thas
prevent the Highlanders from rolling wp the line, while at the same time
General Huske counter-mitacked with four batadions from the Brinsh
second line, sealing off the penetration and Haying the Highlanders with
i deadly crossfire.

While the bartle was exceptional in that artillery lite [orced the
Clansmen i the right and cenre divisions to come charging straight in,
it otherwise provides an excellent demonstration of Highland tactics,
Untroubled by artiliery fire, the MacDonalds were able 1o make three
ateimpes o shake the encmy. Falling to do sa, they made no serious
attempt 1o close and eventually made ofT withowl pressing home their
attack. 1t is not entiredy true 1o deseribe the Highlasd Charge ssa "one

27



ABOVE Partly reconstructad
Cutwhinlac Park wall lcoking
towards the Jacohite start-fna,
just I front of the farm buliding
at Culchunalg = In the heavy
clump of tress on the skyfine.
[Author's collection)

LEFT View from Culwhinlac Pad
nomes ihe Leanach enclosum b
the Britlah Army's frond line. Th
HNatlonal Trust for Scotland la
reconatrucling the walis afe
lecating thelr ariginal position
through geophysical survey.
[Author's caltection]




Mihaugh the Jacobites suc-
cesded in breaking through the
Artish frani fine, they were
mmeciately hit by @ tour-bal-
isflon counter-attack led by
Daddy Huske, which sealed off
b permtration, One of Sandby's
sheiches shows thai Ligonier's
Ragimart had to divide info tweo
wings in order to clear the
Laarach steading - which
tharwards sppears to have
werved as & Britinh Army field
it

[Axthors collection]
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shot” weapon: such leiims could be carnied our alimost widetimnely. A
Sheriffmuir e 1715 he Highiand left s sud o have ied 10 come
forwsed o fewer than 12 times before eventlly vewresting across (he
Allan Water, Quee they olid advance o contiet, however, ey were
indeed comamited for good or ill,

On the focobite dghe e Culloden, the chinge went hame, but
because the encmy el ot been intmrdoed, ond did nog ran oway, the
Clansimen were iable oo exploit this localised seceess i e usual
oy, T Towevey, uiaware of this, the ceneal divigion (ried 1o eeinforce
the apparent succuss insiead ol attenipting their owns breakewough and
found themselves jn a desh-trp.

The peoblem with the Highilamd Charge was that given the pight coi-
dlittons = o collapge of a part of the e Gwing them, creating o breach
whicly could be exploied =it could bring spectacular sucees< Bt i1 the
eneny was pot ohliging enongh o give way o panic, the Clinsmen
lackeel the lli_'.il'iplilll‘. techinology med shicer staving power 1o create ti
breach by more direct means, What's. more, they were themselves
extremely vilnerabie 1o conmeranncks as was seen o dramane effee
whien Tuske's vegiineies T the reserve aune Torward o close ofT aoy
penetration in the lirst line. lronically enougly, v was only after his asshg
ilation inte the Britsh Aoy after 1745 tha the | Il;l_.r,l'll.'iml Clnsinan was
ahle o achieve his fll military potential,
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THE PLATES

A: ON THE MARCH

This bucdlic scene s substantially basatl upon a useful
account by an English olficer named Captain Edward Bun.
whp assisted in General Wade's celebrated mad-making in
the 1730s: "When a chief goes a journay in the Hills, or
makes 3 formal visit o &n equal, he i3 33id 1o be altended by
all or the moest parl ol ihe officers lollowing, viz. The
Hanchman: This officer is a sort ol secratary and st be
ready Upon all occasions to venture his life in defence of his
master; and al drinking bouts ha stands behind his seat. at
his haunch (from whence his tile 18 denved) and watches ine
conversahion, to e il any one offends s patron. Bard: his
poel, Bladier. his spokesman. Gilll-more: carries his
broadsword. Gili-casfiue; carmies him when on loot, over the
lords, Gilly comstrainle; leads his horse In rough and dan-
gerus ways Gilly-trushanarnish: the baggage man, The
Piper: who being 8 genlleman, | should have named him
sponer, The Alpers Gilly: who carries the bagplpe. Thee are
likewise some gentlemen, near of kin, who bear him
company; and besides. a number of the common sort, wno
hive no particular amployment, bul follow hem anly ta
partake of the cheer,”

Good cheer generally seems o have been avallabla in
considerable abundance, Duncan Forbes of Culloden was
particularly noted lor his hospitality {running his own distillery
at Farntosh obviously helped) and it was said of him: “Faw
go away sober at any hime; end for the greatest part of his
guests, .. they cannol go away at all.”

As to the Individuals depicted Rere, all weare nelahbours of
Culloden and undoubtedly samplad his lamous haspitality a8
one Hime of anothat 1 The chiel, perched on a small Highland
pony or Garran, 8 based on a portrait of Major Jamies Fraser
al Castle Leathers. 2 The genial fios! is based on James
Moray of Abercairney, as painted by Jeremish Davidson in
about 1735, 3 The henchman and 4 piper are based an
Richard Waitl's portralts of Alastair Mor Grant of Stmathem
and Wilkam Cumming, Champion and Piper 1o ihe Laird of
Grant respectively. Alastalr Mor has one ol the curved sabnes,
known as lureatoh, or turks. William Cumming |s said ta have
died a2 the resull of 8 wager between Grant and tha Laird of
Mackintosh as 1o which of tham Had the Justiest piper. Both
pipers sat out from Mackintosh's seal at Moy, playing for all
they ware worth, but only Curmming succeeded in reaching
Castta Grant, and reputedly expired after collapsing in the
frall,

The two men wear whal s presumably & lvery tartan fha
diffars only In minor detail. Alastair Mor's plaid is bound with
yellow tape and Cumming's Is bound with red The latter’s
jacket and wastooat are also in the Grant very colours of rad
and graen,

B: HIGHLAND GENTLEMAHN 1680
This splendid figure, Begaly based on John Michael Wright's
portrail of Sir Mungo Murray (1668-1700), dsplays all the
finary, and the variely ol waapons and eguipment generally
associated with the Highland gentleman or diine wasal of the
pencd studied Nere.

Of paricutar interesl |5 the form of bandolésr he wears ior

John Gordon of Glenbuckel [c.1674-1750), a veteran
Jacobite officer who reputedly gave King George || night
mares. This portralt appears to have been ‘Improved’ In
Victarian times, but the likeness Is in sceordance both with
contamporary descriptions and a sketch by the Peniculk
artist, [Author's collection)

carrying Individual chames ol powdes - for his pistol rahe
than for tha liralochl ta judge by thair aize. In Saptembear 1678
twio of the Independent Compamnes raised for policng e
Highlands wera betwean them issued with 300 firglogks &
bayongis and 300 bandolears, prasumably of & moe sb
stantial type than wom by Muay himsall, The cole d
bandoleers depicted | ditatl (1) 5 a Scallish ane, dinci |
has 18 bandolears or Indiviclial chamgers attached lo
leather collar Official ammunition scales were remarlabh
consmstent throughow! the 17th century; each soider wa
aflowed one pound (484g) ol powder and one poend of bl
Since the Scots Privy Council ordermsd In 1665 thal @
muskats should be of *16 Balles™ {a bore sullable for musk
balls weighing one aunce, or one sixtesnth ol g pound -
hance 18 bare}, 168 charges of powdaer ware reguired (o
off those 16 bells, and 76 bandolesrs in which 1o conmst
mam

2 The firnlock depicted hers (dated 1685) Is o fypkd
eeample ol a 17th century Scollish Towing pece wih i
sraphaunce mechanism, alithough an Emolish Dog-led
miachamism is also shown [n detall (31 Firelogks of (ke lste
lvpe appear 1o have only been issued o men ol
independent companies.



Dither ltam= issued 1o the companies included two pairs ol
toiours, four drums and four blunderbusses (whether thesa
werg 10 be cemed by the drummers is nol apparant, but at
B very feast il Is an infriguing possibility), 1,500 finis; four
pars of bullet moulds, each capable of masting a dozen
tulets &l onca, twa mone for casting shot for the blunder-
tusces, and a palr ol shears for clipping the newly cast balls.
In 2ddition, tha Barrmcks ordened to be buill lor their accom-
medation at Inverdochy was 1o be supplled with “forly axes,
wenty mattocks, brewing loomes [tubs] for thrie bofs al a
yme, two fron potts, fifty payr of bedplayds, 150 wooden

syTs. 300 horn spoones, fourscore two [B2] pynt stoopes,
fem duzon [120] of timbar trencheours. four scom tupp homs
lee dririkleg”

Swords, ditks and targes were nol Issued, presumably
because the Hightand gentlamen who enlisted in the com-
panies brought their own. The dirk shown hem (4) = an
unbsdal 171h century variant with & cast brass hill in place of
re more comiman inlncately carved bog oak gnp. Although
typicaly 171h cenfury In- style, the broadsword hilt — copied
fom Mumay's porirait = B extremaly unusual 0 that 0
pears o be gilded.

5 Many Highland targes or shislds were simple affairs com-
praing tw layers of wood pegoed and glued togethar with a
covering of cowhide and & deerhide lining, Soma form of
padding was Inserted batween the twao layers al wood - raw
wanl, moss or anything else which came o hand. A tams of
this style, said to have besn carried by a Grant of
Genmorston In 1719, Is llustrated. togather with the more
Exborate one described in a leller written by oma Henry

Braemar Castle, a typical example of an “L Plan™ towar
house forming @ chisf™ resldence. The Jacobite standard
wis ralsed owiside In 1715, [Author's coliection]

Fletcher, brother to the famous Laird of Saltoun, In 1716

& “The outward lorme of ane Highland Targe is & convex
cimds, about 2 foat In diametar, bot some have them oval: tha
inmrmnos! part of it nixt the man's breast & a skin with the hair
upon if, which is only & cover 10 a steal plate [a), which is not
very thick, for the whole is no greal wedght: on the inner side
of this Steal piate the Handle Is fixed, which hath two parts,
one thal the left -arm passes throw tll near the albow, the
other that tha Hand lays on: without the Steel plate thare s a
cork [c] which covers the Stesl plate sxactly, but betwixt the
Cork and the Stesl piate there B Woall [b] stuffed In vary hamt
the Cork s covared with plaln well-wrought leather {d], which
i nalled to the cork with nalls: thal have brass heads, In onder
round, drawing thicker lowards the centre. From the centrs
stizks out a Stiletta [7] (| know not the rAght name of if, but |
call it 80, because it s a sof of short poignard) which flixes
mio the stasl plate and wounds the Enemy when they close;
abourt this Stilatto [a] closs 1o the Tamge there is a peece of
Brass In the farm of a Cupelp [c] about 3 inches over and
corning hall way aut on the stilelto and is fixed vpon it Within
ths brass there s a peece of Hom [b] of the same forme ke
a cup, out of which they drink their usquebiaugh, but it being
pierced In the undar part by the Stiletto, when they take [t ofl
1o use |t as a cup, thay are obliged to apply the forepart of the
and of their finger 10 the hole 1o stop it, so that ihey might
drink out of their cup.”
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Charles Edward Stunrt [1720-88), leader of the last and
most disastrous of all the Jacobite risings. Thia portrait ia
the only one known to have been exacuted while ha was
In Scotinnd. The ariist, Robert Strunge, served in his
Lifeguards, [Scottish Matlonal Portrall Gallery)

The small cup Iz a farm of guaich, used for the drinking of
spints and more often than not for the pledging of haalth. A
more typical example (8}, with s distinctive *wings', 5 aiso
filustrated, together with some rmther mare mundane hom
beakors (9, and & staved wooden stoup ol the kind Isaued o
the Irvvierlochy garrison (10)

C: RECRAUITING FOR THE PRINCE'S
ARMY, 1745
The naws thal Charles Edward Stuarl had raised nis faihet’s
standard 3t Glenfinnan sél in train an imensive recruiment
drvi, In theory the process was simple enough: once a chisf
had decidod to commmil himsell, he summonsd his immediale
relations — “gentlemen near ol kin® — o & traditional en-
dervous point, each in lurn brought his own personal
ipflowing. Thare was lkely to be [itle argument since military
service was an accepted abligation, bul difficultiea did anse
il & lairg was absent of 100 far away 1o exart propar contm|
over his tenams or ofter them his protection from othar
recruiters

Glen Urguhart provides a uselul casa in point. Al those
IWing there wene dirgctly or indirectly lenants of the Laird 3/
Grant, who veerad between neulrality and suppor for the
Governmenl. On the whola he was successful in keeping his
Speysida tanants cul ol the rising, but, 85 so olen baldme, the
Glen Umjuhart tenants — out of reach on The other side ol
Loch Ness - went thair own way, Af 8 meeling in the krkyad
mesl were talked into suppoering the Prefander and ended
up In Glengary's Regiment.

Such meetings were rare and 8 greal many othars was
gwen jittle or no chowe In the matter. A considerabile numbs
af the men brought Lo trial alter the rsing testihed that they
Viesid Lisssany Boroopind wodd seillion Loy thaeals el ey Doniess wookl
be burnt and their catlle taken, or indeed becouse thoy wes
simiply beaten up. and not always by their own superions

Typical ewvigence of ihis came from g chronicler of s
repaliion in Aberdeenshire, who remarked that Lord Lows
Gordon's threats of burmning “soan had the desired affect lr
the burming of a single house or farm stack in a Parish le
nfied the whaola, so that they would guickly send in (he
proportion [of recruits] and by this means, wilh the low the
joined as volumeers, he raised near 300 men calisd
Strathboggy Battallion n the country thereabmits”

Mare dramatically, perhaps. tha Loyalist James Robartson,
Minister ol Lochbroom (n Ross-shive, described how
MacDonnel of Keppoch and some of his people tumed 18
there on 17 March 1746 and "unexpoectedly surprized the
poor peapts, snatching some- of them out’ of therr beds
Others, who thought thelir old age would excuse them, wes
dragoed rom their ploughs while some warg talen of
{he: highways. One | did mysell see avertaken by speedd
foot, and when he declared he would rather die than be
catriad to the rebellion;, was knock'd to the ground by i
Ut of 8 musket and camied away @l Dlesd.”

it iz vory hard 1o escape the impression that the reaso
why so many old men am found amang the hundreds o
Jacobite prisoners s baoause thoy were simply unabis b
autrun the recruitmg parlies, One Rebel officar, Captain Jobe
Macleen, bithely recorded In his dlary: *. . . the Landiod
YWilllam McGlashen Weant off with me in the Moming the &
Septr and two man more, gnd we Catched a Desertér ina
moar in Qur Way tut after two or threa miles travelilag wh
us we lel him Goe he balng 70 years old, anly look his Swad
ler one of aurmen

Cosrcion of this kind was not conlined to 1he Rebel amy
ot lor |hat maller o the desperate days of the raing A
possibly apocryphat story tells how a visttor 10 Perihshiles
the 17805 saw a young man being enthusiastically pursse
by somie of the Duke of Atholl's servants. On enquining wha
lermibla crime the ugiive hat committed, he was cheerlly
assured that lar from being a crminal. the young man wa
merely In the process of being recrulted Into the Atholl v
unleers!

This party. based upon contemporary sketches of Jacobe
soldiers by the Panicuik artist, |s raising 'voluntesrs’ for o
af the two Frasaer battalions. The colous, which Dears t
amms of Leutenani-Colonel Charles Fraser of Inverfioche
was among those caplured at Culloden.

D: FIREARMS

Highland, or rather Scottish, firearms were distingtive in fom
Meost notable were [he all-rhetal pistols. made chielly
Do, which had cast stea {or less commondy brass; stock
In place of the comventional wooden ones, This pemitied)
considerable varety ol styles and decoration, psriculay
engraving and Iniay.

Anplhor charactenstic was the widespread use of th
snaphaunce lock— thaugh to meliect Dutch Infiuence - dunm
the 17th century. This was an early form of flintiock festuny
a Quite separate pan cover and frizzen. Unkke the moe
tamiliat ‘French’ lock, which gradually supersedad f i






Hightand Gentleman 1680 (Sen taxt commentary lor datailed coptions)
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ahorenrde Quchisss Jean recruiting for the Gordons 1784
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Clansman identified by the Penlculk artist ss "Shiteruck
Younger™ - preasumably the McGhie of Shirloch mortally
wounded and captured nt Culloden while sarving with tho
Atholl Brigade. [Author's collection)

18th camury, it reguired the pan cover 1o be opened manually
tefore puling the trigger For some reason Scotlish gun-
smiths also showed 8 marked reluctance 1o it ingger-guands
10 Their pieces.

Scottish-made muskats, on the other Nand, generally had
woodean stocks carvad In the disfinctive style {(shown in Plete
B) though sli-metal examples do exist. They were otherwiss
similar 1o Whe pistois, and featured snaphaunce locks and
unguarded triggers. This style appoars to be principally asso-
ciated with the 17th cenlury. However, a firslock of this type

RIGHT Highland troops on the march c. 1743, Althaugh this
saries of sirlp cartoona daplicts officers, men and dogs of
the 43rd Highlanders making thelr way through Garmany,
Clan regimenta would no doubt have straggled tn a similar
fashlon. Note the varlous ways of wearing the plald and the
fact thal s number of man are still carrying targea.
[Matlonal Musauma of Scotland]
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Lord Lewis Gordon (1725-54), & renegade naval siticer, he
ralsed 8 Vhres-battalion reglment In the north-east of
Scolland which protected the Jacobite left Nank at
Culloden. [Privale colloction)

does appesr N Waitl's portrait of Alasdalr Mor Grant of

tratham, possbly 1714, angd, Painck Crichion o
Woodhousslss mentions in his account of the Jocobls ooou-
pation of Edinburgh In 1745 thyt some Highlanders hiad
firelocks with butts "wemad up llick a beren [hemingl™ -
probably & fany good layman's desonption of this style
Generally speaking however, Scotfish gun-makers tended
specialise in pistols, which meant thet, partioularty in the 1816
cantury, most ‘shoulder gquna weare Imponed (o 1he
highlands, clandastinaly or otherwise.

Ir his report an the Highlands complisg in 1724, General
Wade nated: "Tha Spanlards wha landed at Castle Donnan in
thie Yaar 1718 prought with them @ great Nurmber of Armns:
Thay were gelwared fo 1he Rebelious Highlanders who @
sfil possessed of them, many of vwhich | have seen In my
passags through that Country, and | judge thent to ba e
same from thelr pecullar make and the fashion ol fheir
Locks."

The Spanish firefock which Wade was refarring 1o was the
Escopeta. which does indeed feature a wery distinctive
Cafafan stock and Migueler lock, A number of these
weapons, pieked up duning o after the “45, were 1or a fime
displayed in the Tower of London before baing lost In tre
great fire of October 1841, and am featured |na number of
Mclan's reconstructions

Considerable uvse was mode of powderhoms, which weme
gimast invariably Natiened, after being softened up in bodling
water As a rufe, decaration wnded o be quite tormal, and
gxamples sSuch as the one ghown heme faaturing men and

anlimals, although very comiman in Amenca, are Quite @asin
Scatland, In this particulsr case the ham provides sxtiremay
valuable evidence on he construction ol ews. Nots the
dagged seams at the mar, and \he seporately cut legs: Hems
shown ane ps follows: 1 197th century powgdemom wil
nunling scene; 2 powderhom with tradithonal celtic gesigm
cI1680; 3 & palr ol all-brasz snaphaunce pistols; 4
snaphaunce lock 1613 - note that the pisiol stock i hollow,
8 steed and sgiiver snaphaunce pistol 1672; 6 classic styled
*Doune” pismal ¢ 1740, and (7) & Spanish “Escopeta” ¢ 1718,

E: LORD LEWIS GORDON AND HIS MASTER
BURMER, 1646

Hightznd troops traditionally excellsd In ralding -and in
ninnirg off catfle. On the night of 2T October 1745,
gxample, a party of Frasers, thwarted (n ther @im of seipng
the house and parson of the Lord President. Duncan Forbes
of Culladen (Iney hat bean seen olf by a svivel gun shrewdly
fired from his bedmom window), consoled themselvas by
litting his catlle instead. Although thesa affalrs could
somalimes be mgh spirited and exciling enough. in reality
they ware all oo ogtien fittle mare than squalid combinations
of armed robbery and naked terrorism,

Far more typical, perhaps, wame the operalionhs of Lo
Lawia Gordon in Morayshire in the sardy months ol 1648 A
the Civll War in Scotland entersd s lnal year, the dwindiing
Royalist armies fought with incraasing desperation, Alihough
the greal Montrose had been broken at Philiphaugh n fhe
previous summer and was now angaged |n a pointiess glege
of Inverness, George Gordon, Marguis: of Huntly, had

Clansman with Turceach, or Turkish-styla, biaded
broadsword. [Author's collection]



eiumad from exfie in the far north, rased a rag-tag army and
tommenced clearing out the numerowus small Govemment-
heid posts In Morayshire. Some fall quickly, but while he was
$ed up in @ prolonged siege of Latham Gastle, near Alldasm,
bis younger son, Lond Lewis Gordon, occupled Rothes n
oder to mark young Grant of Hallindallochs gamison in
Spynie,

Hampered by the bitter winter weather, no sttermpt was
made by efther party to mount a serious assault on the other
lnstead, the two men played the part of rabbar barons, peri-
udically isaling out of their strangholds to plunder and burn
e surounding villages, Lord Lewis Gordon and his
Highlanders were, according (o all contemporary chroniclers,
saslly the wildest and the worst scourge of the hapless local
population. indeed, acconding to one of them, James Fraser,
Gordon even employed in his train a master burner, who
‘uppor the sign given to him would instantly set fire to the
comstacks, and put all in a flame”

Appropriately, this particular dawn raid in part follows con-
iemporary etchings of marauders at work during the Thirty
Years War, while Gordon's Highlanders are themsalves for the
most part based on the well known Stattin printe, depicting
Hignland marcenaries sarving in Garmany at tha timea.

F: HIGHLAND CLANSMAN 1745

By the middie of the 18th century the plain coloured doublets
seen garlier — blue ones ware particularly popular —had given
wiy to lartan Jackets and somefimes tartan waislcoals as
wel, In & sel which normally complemented bul did not
match tha plaid. In ordinary lite the knitted blue bonnet was
worry without adommant, but Jacobite troops identified
Mmemsalves by attaching white cockades, as shown hers,
sometimes adding an intamesting copper badge intended to
be sewn eithar to a bonnet o, more usually, 4 jacket. The
white cockade is sometimes romantically linked with the
while rose, but in point of fact it was a simple form of ieid
sgn which contrasted with the black ones already wom by
Brilish military units, Highland Loyahist units found through
prparience that black cockades wem Inadequate for identifi-
talion purposes, so they supplementad them with the much
more visible red crossas wom by the earlier Indepandeant
Companies. This was considered much mom practical than
fhe suggestion made after Falkirk that they should be issued
wilh soldiers” hats for recognition.

While the archetypal Highland gentleman (profilad in
Fate B) generally strode forth as heavily armed as any
Ealkan warlord, the ordinary Clansman toliowing his banner
was normally much less burdened with warlike Implements.
On 6 December 1745 a Jacablla officer named Lord Lewis
Gordon {8 descendan! of the man who emplayed the master
bumer) instructed his officers that; “All man are o be well
tloathed, with short cloathes, plaid. new shoes and three pair
ol hose and accoutersd with shoulder ball gun [as distingt
tom a fowling plecz or shotgun|, plstolis and sword.”
Allhough this was clearly the ideal, it appears thatl it was
mrely achieved in practice. While swomrds were cafiainly
prized as stalus symbols and camied wherever possibla,
cordemporary  lllustrations  (particularly the Penlculk
sketches) and documentary evidence demonstrate that mosl
ordinary Jacobite soldiers — and their Loyalist counterparts in
ihe Indapendent Companies —wera amed only with firelocks
and bayonets.

A typical example of the very florid *Stifling’-style
brosdsword hilt. [Author's collection]

On 15 May 1746 a party of 77 men Detlonging lo
Glengarry's: Regiment surrandered 65 Tirelocks, 26 swords
and four dirks; while 98 of Keppoch's Regimant handed in a
frelock spiece but only 22 swords and one dirk. Two days
leter; on 17 May, mother party, this time of 44 maen, sor-
rendered 27 firelocks, three swords and six pistals. Similar
figures ware reportad fram other groups laying down their
ams &t that time, and only in one Instance, a party of 23 Clan
Chattan man who also surrendered on the 17th, was there
awthing =ven approaching parity in the numbers of fimlocks
and swords given up = 16 lirelocks and 13 swords. It may, of
course, be amued that it was easy enough o concsal a
lamily cirk or even the pistols (which are so prominent by
their absence), bul the lack of swards 15 & different matter, No
doubt some wers hidden away rathar than givan up, but tha
liguras for the mafenel actually recovered by the British Army
from Culloden Moor indicate that the proporlion of swords
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held back cannot have baen very high.

On tha day of the battie Cumbedand opti-
mistically reckoned that the Rebel army had
ios] neary 2,000 dead, wounded and prisoners,
Hardly surprisingly than, 2,320 firelocks were picked up from
tha battiafield, but only 120 broadswords were found. Even |f
some Allowance & made for units which are known not 1
have camed broadswords, such as the 'Franch’ regulars, thig
suggests thal no more than ona in fve of the 1,000-002
Highlonders kiled at Culloden were ammed witn
broadswords.

This Jacobile Clansman |s \herefora armed only with a
Spanish 1728 patiem lrelock [ 63 calibrel, one ol & cargo mun
ashom a Peterhsad in north-sast Scolland at the end of
January 1746 Most ol this consignment was subssagquantly
caplured Ir a daring rald on Corgarll Castle on 20 February,
but a fair number o firelocks and bayonets (not jo be
confused with the older Escopefas landed in 1719) had eyl
dertly been lssued. since Ihree days afler Culloden
Cumberland ordered “French or Spansh firelocks or
bayonets and cartridge boxes to be delivered .. . o Ensign
Stewart of Laycalles’ Pegl., he is o distribute tham 10 the
Prisogners of our Army released herme™.

1 "Culladen” lartan, 58 wom by &8 member of the Prince'’s
staff al the battle; 2 purse or sporman: 3 muskel balls; 4 fints;
5 wadding; 6 white cockade worn by Lord Georga Mumray, 7
Jacohite badge; 8 The targe has been dated to <1700, Tha
style and quality of tha decomlion is unusuat bul also of
rather poor quality, suggesting that It may In fact hove besq
one of those mass produced in Edinburgh during ths
Jacatite Army's brief occupation of the capital n 1745:9 The
cartridge box depicied here s a French gamousier, or bolly-
box. Traditignally, howevar, ammunition, or &l l2ast the Balls,
palches and any spare inls, were carmed in (ke sporran. 10
dirk and sheath ¢,1744; 11 & set ol skelches showing how
the highlander dressed himsait In his befted plaid.

Arlist's Note: Ths figure was reconsiiucted an the faliowing
principles: e man is a Gordon, and | ave glven him | beifed
piaid in Huntly faran, which closaly resembles MacRae,
Ruoss, and one inferestingly styled The Prnce’s Own’, which
has & genuine provenance gomg back fo 1715 “Traditon
shows it fo have beer in uss during a consideratile portion of
tha (1814 eantury by such families as Gordon, Brodie and
Forbes, or al least the members of thoss louched with
Jacabilism. who appear (o have assurmed this larfan in
comymen . ..~ (Notes by W Stewart), The sight varmalions
between the fowr tartass menfioned fave Deen convincingly
shown to have resulted from cermin emors in recoring
throughout the 19th century. The lartan of the slockings &
derived from so-called dress MacAee, which - again
according fo O.W Stewart - fs & direct reconstruction of a
hass tartan of 1715 useg by the MacRaas, and thus quite
possibily by the Gordors as well

G: AT REST - THE POTTEROW PORT,
EDIHNBURGH, 1745
Mot surprisingly, the Highland Army's occupalion cof
Edinburgh In 1745 came as = considerabla shock to tha
capital’s inhabitants, one ol wham, Patrick Crichton of
Woodhouseles, laft the foflowing descoption:

“| entered the town by the Bristo port, which | saw 1o my

Highiland soldier with Lochaber axe. intereatingly, only twe
out of nearly 40 Clanamen sketched by the Penlculk artist
are anmmed with this weapon. Mote that he also appesrs to
ke waaring bresches. [Author's colieciion]

indignation In the keeping ol these caterplilers. A boy siood
with a sty drawn sword, and two leliows with things icke
guris of the 16 centurie sal on edch syde the amiry to the
poors howse, and fhese wam catching the vermin from fhe
lurfimg places abowt ther plaids and throwing them away, |
siid o Mr Jedin, minister of Liberton, ‘Ar these the scown
deralls [who] have surprised Edinburgh by treachany?’ He
answered, 'l had reithar seen || in the hands of Frenchman,
bul tha divell and the desp sea aré both bad.’

“Whaen | came to the head of the stairs jwhich] leads to tha
Parflamen! Closs | cowld scarce pass Tor throng, and the
Pardlament Closs was crowed with them, for they wese
make tha parad 8l reading the manetesto and declartion
from ke Cross. | saw from 8 window near the Cross, norh
syde of the High Streel. this commick fars or trage
commody. Al these mountain officers with there troupes n
tank and tle marched Irom the Parlament Closs down o
surmwnd the Cross, and with thare bagpipes and leosiece
they mald a large circle from Lhe and of the Lckenbooths o
hall way below the Cross to the Cowrt of Gaird, and non bot
the officers and speciall favownts and one lady in dress wan
admitted wilhin the anges, | observed (hem Grmes. May
were guns of diferan! syses, and soma of inNOIMOWSWS
lerigh, some with butts umed up lick & heren, some tyed wit
puck threed 10 the siock, some withowl locks and some
matchiocks. some had siWwonds over ther showlder [nstead o
guns, ona or fwa had pitchforks: and some bits of syihes
upan poles with a clesk, some old Lochabar axes. The pipes
plaid pitwowghs when they were making ther clrcle This
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Simon Fraser, Lord Lovar (1667-1747) &n inveterato intriguoer and by all accounis thoroughly polsonous, surprisingly living a
relativaly long Iifa he was eventually executed, having ordered his Clan out in 1745, [Private Scottlah collection]
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“A blew sitk colours with tha Lovetl arma Sine Sanguina
Victor”, probably the second of three taken at Culloden by
Monro's 3Tth Foot. Tha third Is unidentified but may have
been the staff from which the Appln Regiment's colours
wera torn — and saved. The motto is not Lovat's and tha
colour has hesn reconstructed (o dispiay the srma of
Charlea Fraser of Inversllochle, the Absrdeenshire laird who
actually led the Frasera at Culloden. [Author's collection]

they stood rownd 5 or six man decp. Perhaps there was a
strategem In this appearance, to make us think they wame 4§
rabbell unammed in this publick parad show, for & greate
many ol men and boys ware mixed, and thay cenanly con-
ceiled thers besi men and amms thus; lor they have 1400 ol
the most daring and best mallia in Eurapa.”

Thare iz, in fact, no evidence thal the Jacobites were Co-
cealing (helr beat men and arms, for in the early days thay
ware Indeed lamentably armed. After the dramatic viglory al
Prestonpans. malters improved considarmbly: caplured
Brtish Army firglocks and bayonsts were issued o Gordon ol
Glenbuckat’s and Lord Ogitvy's regimants. ang a consid-
erable quaniity of ams were landad by French ships.

This plate, depicting nawly equipped mambars of John
Gorden ol Glenbuckel's Reglmenl hanging about by the
Potterrow Porl, 18 based on a Aumbar of contemporsy
skalches of the Highland troops In Edinbumgh, by an
unknown ankl from Paniculk. Whils some men camy
broadswords and the occasonal Lochaber axe, the greal
rmajorily are armed with fmalocks and bayonets. Gianbuckst
tumself, escored hiere by one of the Hussams, was descnbed
by an syewitness to the subssquent mareh through England
as "an old man much crouched, who ode on a little grey
Hightand beas!”. This Is well captumed in one of the Peniculk
skalches, which dlso shows him riding In & belled piad,
rathir than the much more practical rews. His banner was
oné of tha lew 1o survive the rising and g allarmath.

H: COLD STEEL

Notwithstanding the widespread use of fimarms during the
'45, Highlandars are lraditionally assoclatad with sdged
weapons and, m particular, the basket-hilted broadewond,
commonly (and accurataly) retermed to as the clakdfeamh met
or claymore. In practice; the use of swords was probably
quite Imiled, confined lamgely (o the ‘genilemen’ wha fommed
ihe tronl rank of a Clan regimant. Although lilerary sources
dwell on the more romantle waapons such as blusd siea
blades, often bearng the antirely spurious Sgnature of
Ancres Farrara (most blades appear lo have been Geman
oigin), more prosaic reconds and some contemparnary By
tratkons reveal that the ordinary Clansmen standing behind
them nofmally had bows, spaears or axes, and |ater firlocd
and bayonets,

Typlcsl example of tha ciasalc 'Glasgow’ slyle of brosdved
hilt. [Author's caliection]



The two-handed sword, or claidheam’ da faimh. appears
fo have been mast comman in the 16th and 17th centuries. It
was Initially a scaled-up version of ordinary broadswand type.
with angled quillons - as appears on a number of medisaval
Highilain) gravestories, Elsswinre in Europe (b two-handed
swortl was essentially a specigfist weapon, and this was
pobably the cise in Scotland teo. Evawitnesses wers under-
standably impressed wilh these swords, but thelr use does
nat appear lo have been particulary widespread; mosi
gppear 10 have ended up as ceremonal bearng swords
fwhich might again point fo speclalist uss, by bodyguards).
Mustrated her is the “classic’ 16th century farm, with its dis-
lnctive sharply angled quilions, and a |ater, less attractive
looking version wilth clam-shell guards.

Highland axes are almosi ivariably referred to as
‘Lochaber’ axes, but there were saveral types. The true
Lochaber axe, of which a number of exampiles are depicted
hers, was essentially a lorm of halberd compnising a spiked
head fixed on a pole. According 1o contemporary llustrations
tram both sides of tha (rish sea, they varied in langih between
tour and six leet and probably comesponded 1o the height of
their ownar. O one side of the head was a curved blade - inl-
tally quite small - and on the other a curved spike,
Faditionally used to dismpuni cavalrymen or cul their reins
Appropriately anough, the Scots word for Inis fealure was
tesk, which can mean ‘hook” bul s more accurately
tanslated as ‘claw’. In time the blade increased n slze, the
cleak Became more pronounced and the spike disappeared
entiraly. The "bits of sythe upon a pole with a cleak” noted by
Weodhouselee may actually have been vartant sfyles of
Lochaber aws rather than hasty improvisations. Irarically, the
ultimate form of this particular weapon, and the one most
readlly associated with the name, aclually appears to have
originated in Aberdesn, once 3 noted source of such
weapons. On 17 October 1715 an order amved thare from
the Earl of Mar, "ordering and requynng the magistrats of
Absrdesn 0 cause make thres hundred Lochaber axes, and
1o send them ta the camp al Parth, or where the army should
be at the tyms, .. "

The hasket-hilled broadsword or claidheamp mome first
sppeared in a recogrisable form in about the mid 16th
century and was fully developed by the firsl quaner of the
1Bth coentury, it did not, as s olten assumed, replace the two-
handed claidheamh da fumbr, bul was simply 8 developmeni
of the much commener quiioned broadsword, The low
survival rate far these sarfier weapons simply reflects the fact
thal blades were expensive and 50 were recycled, aither by
refitting them with basket hilts or by cutting them down Into
dirks (the latter appamnily was common practics). Normally
he blacte was double-edged, but single-edged backswords
do exist, The vast majority are straight bladed, but there are
twao variations. The Turcael had a curved or "Turkish' blade (as
camled by Alasdalr Mor Grant in Plate A and by Charles
Stewart af Ardshaal In 1745). Oddly enough ihis style briefiy
resurfaced in the eary 19th century, camied by the flank
company officers of Highland reglments (just as thelr coun-
terparts in ordinary regiments camied sabres in place of the
regulation straight-bladed thnusting sword camied by bat-
tafion or centre company officers). The other type fealured a
stralght blade with serrated edges, ke seme 161h cantury
Landsknecht swords. A sword ol this style, called The
Brincled Wraniglor, was camied by Allan Cameron of Erracht,

wha went onlo raise the T8th (Cameron) Highlanders In 1794,

hems shown hers are as follows: 1 irish-stvie fuagh or
taftie-axe from Inveriochy ©.1645; 2 171h century battie-axe;
3 Lochaber axes; 4 151h caniury "Danish™ axe! 5 socketed
spoa/ plivel s of tee 15017 cenlery, § caiutesrnt va
laimh of the 16th cenwry: 7 claidheamh da faimh 17th
century: 8 baskat hilts of the 16t and sary 18th cantury, with
Eb skeiched variations on the design. 9a details he baskel
Filt liseif, and (b} exploded view of sword construction,

I: BATTLE (1) AULDEARN 1645
In Gaslic lterature battles ame Invarkably hemic affils, none
more 50 perhaps than the eplc struggls of Alasdair
MacCholla at Auldeam, early on the morming of 8 May 1845
MacCholla, as his name suggeats, was a younger son of Call
MacGillespie MacDonald, bettar known as Call Clotach - by
which nickname, angiicised as ‘Colkitta’ both father and son
are confused. Coll Ciotach had held lands on Colonsay,
lafterty from Lord Lome {later the Manquls of Amyle), but In
1638 he was arrested after becoming invalved in the Earl of
Antim's plang for an invasion of Sgotland on behall ol King
Charles |. Alasdair MacCholla remmained al large, howeaver,
dnd ended ug in reland, where he managed to change sides
twica in tha bitter rebaellion which broke oul in 1641,

In 1644 Amrim’s plan for a landing in Scotlend was revived,
this time In concerl with an uprsing 1o be led by the Marquis

Anathar survival of Cullodan, this whils banner bearing the
Gordon arms was carrled by John Gordon of Glenbucket's
Fagiment at Culloden. As It bears a gold coronet above the
armE; It may originally have been carried by the Dubke of
Gordon's Regiment In 1715, since Glenbuckat was his lew-
tenant-colonal, [Author's coflection]




| sir Stuart Thriegland of Fingask (17 16-1805), Deaplie his array of weapons, this Perthahire laird ssrved In 8 medical capaelty
| during the "45 and atier a period of exile in France eventualy became president of the Royal College of Physielans in
Edinburgh. [Private Scottish coliection)




o Montrose, Al the end of June three regiments wore
shipped from Waleford under the command ol Alasdair
MacCholla. Most of the officers and men serving In thesea reg|
ments were Inshmen and Anglo-lish Royalists, armed with
sl plkes - @ tradilosal Iish wespon - and  musheis
bcluded among them, howaver, waere a couple of companies
of Hebiideans, who lormed MacCholla's 'Lifeguard .

At the beginning of May 1645 Monlross attampled 10 pin
down & rather weak force led by Sir John Horry, However,
Humy, an experienced soldier, retired westwards 1overds his
basa 3 Inverness, By the night of 8 Mey 1| had become clear
that the Royalists ware nol going to catch him, and Monirose
orgeracl Ris men 10 hall and bivouac I and around the village
af Auideam. That mght Hurry finked up with the Invemeass
gETison and some glhar northem levies and abraptly swung
back on his lmcks to mounl a hil-scale assaull on Ihe
sieeping Revvalisis al first light.

Roused |ust in time, Alasdalr MacChalla:and his Lifaguard,
sopported by Willlam Gordon of Menymore's newly ralsed
mgiment - the only troops immediately al hand - adopled a
tlocking position on a low hill immadiately o the west of the
vilage. They ried 10 detay Hurmy's advance while the rast af
the army assembled, A brief firafight toock place and
MscCholla's ensign was slain, Although his yellow harmar
was quickly raised again. thres more men were shol down In
quick succession while carmying it. Hopelessly outnumbered
#and hindered rathar than healped by the tnsteady Gordon
meriits, MacCholla lell biack ino the vilags and dalfended It

manfully against Sir Munge Campbell of Lawaers' Regiment.
Although raised in the Highlands, the latter was a regular unil
equipped with pikes and muskets, but posted behind tham
and shooting over their heads wem some bowman from
Lewis, upder the Earl of Seaforth's command

Unabde 1o maintain effective conlrol of his men among the
Fouses and yards, MacCholla twice altempled 10 countar
attack and was twice driven back, Hemmed in by pikemen,
wha thrust thelr weapons nlo his tamge. he hacked off the
pikehaads, bul in the process broke his sword (according o
cng account he broke two In succassion]. At any rate, he was
promplly handed anothar by his brotherin-law, who was
Fimsall cul down, and regained the doubtiul security of ons
cf the houses.

Meanwhile, another of his men, Ranald MacDemniull (o
MacKinnon), pistolled one of tha advancing plkamean, bul
Ihen a Lewisman shol an amow through both his chesks.
Dropping thie empty pistol Ranalo then tned o draw his
swird, only 1o find it had stuck in the scibbard, Unable (o
protect himsell, he recelved a number of superficlal pike

Leanach Coltage, Culloden Moor, Although L stands on the
site af the originsl Lasnach steading snd is oMtan sald to
have been standing there during the battie, this cottage was
sciually bullt in about 1760 and provides » good exampie of
the typa of house ccoupled by a tenant farmer

[Authors colisction]




Highlanders arresiing & woman In an Edinburgh street. Note
that beth are srmed with firslocks and bayonets.

[Author's colisctian]

wounds before he could eventually get it out and run back to
the nearest house whem ne could hear MacCholla roundly
cursing the reluctant Gordons. By now MacCholia and his
Lifeguard had glven themsalves up for lost but were
determined to.go down fightlng to the last.

Forfunataty the fight for the Auldeamn was absorbing all
Hurry's attention. Indeed, not only had his attack stalled, bt
his army had not even propety deployed. Instead, the reg-
iments waere simply standing stacked up behind the
combatants struggling for possession ol the willage
Montrose huriedly pulled the rest of the Royalist army
together and mounted a seres of countesattacks. First his
cavalry attacked on both fianks, This was then lollowed up by
the veteran Strathbogle Regiment swinging around tha
southern end of the village and crashing inlo Lawers' men.
This was the beginning of the end, and aithough it was the
counter-attacks by the Gordon regimants that won the battle,
nong of it would have been possible without MacCholla’s
stand in the villaga and afterwards his epic fight was salunted
by the Gaelic bards ~ unlortunately the authorship B unknow:
Alasdair, .. you wem good thal day al Auldearn, whan you
feapt among the pikes: and whether good or (Il befell you, you
would nal shout "Reliel”

Another description Is attributed 1o lan Lom; Health and jor
to the valiant Alssdair who won the balttls of Auldsam with his
army; You were nof a feeble polfroon engaging in the
crossing of swords when you were (n the encloswre albone
Helmeted men with pikes in their hands wene atfacking you
with all their might until you were refieved by Monirose,

J: BATTLE (2) CULLODEN 1748
It MacCholla's stand at Auldesrn may be taken as reprasean-
tative of the ‘Heric' view of Gaselic warfare, the experience of

Chares Stewart ol Ardsheal's Appin Regiment & cenlury lats
represents the grim reality as experianced by the ordinary
Clansmen.

The ragiment joined the Jacobite Army in Invesgary in
August 1745 and Its first engagement was Prestonpans on
21 September 1745 The precise number of casualies
sutfered In that famous victory Is Impossible 1o ascertain, b
one officer, Captain Rober Stewart, was Killed and thres
men, Donald MacDonald, Dougal Stewart and John Stewan,
ware left behind in the Edinbumh Royal Infirmary when the
rebels marched south to Derby. Casualties may have been
hieavier in the drawn battle ai Falkirk In January foe af laast
one officer, also named Captain Aobent Stewart, was killed
there, two others wounded and Iwo laken prisoner
Nevertheless, although both sets of figures almast certainly
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gee an incomplete piclure of (he aclual losses, there is no
doubt thal whataver the true figures, they pale into insignif-
kanca in comparison 10 the regiment’'s casualty fist from
Cullodan,

At the cutset of the aclion Ardsheal and his men, shown
here as depictad In a lively sketch by the Peniculck artist,
stood on the right of the Jacobile fronl Tina, with Lochiels
Camarons on thelr Immediate righl and latterly John Roy
Stuart's Regiment on their left. Thomas Sandby, who sarved
o Cumberiand’s staff afierwards, produced a plan of the
battle and appended ol a lIst of Jacobite regiments which
appears o have been based on caplured reluyms This
credils the Appin Regiment with a strength of no moms than
150 men, excluding officers. on the day of the battle

In tha course ol the last Highland Charge, Ardsheal’s men

Culloden Moor, 18 April 1746 [all unit frontages are o
scala). The location and exient of the Culwhiniac and
L=anach snclosures were originally plotted from contem-
porary maps and clues on the ground, but they have now
beren confirmed by geophysical survey. Note that the
battiefield Iz considerably larger than deplcted In most
modern maps. [Author's coflection]

Iritially went straight torward, but thar, like all too many of
the ather regiments on thal wing, lhey followed the
Camemns in a vain attemmpl to exploit the breakihrough
momentarily created by the collapse of Barrell's 4th Fool. As
a resull, they were vary badly shol up by Monm's 37th Foal
{see Warrior 18: British Redcoat 1) and namowly avoided
Icsing their colours = a yellow saltire on a blue field.
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Highland swordsman with Turkish biade.
[Authors caollection]

Far ance it s possible to put an accurate figure on the
regiment’s lossas at Culloden, thanks to the survival of a
unigue document. On 2 May 1746 two Franch frigates, the
Mars and the Beliona, landed £35.000 In goid al Loch pan
Uamih Al 3 meating of most of the surviving Jacabite leaders
at Muirlaggan on B May, it was decided 1o bring their regl-
mants ta 3 rendezvous al nvermaliie ten days \ater, with B
view o mesuming the campaign. In the meantime @ was
agreed that part of the French gold should be distributed as
back pay and as compensation to the wounded and 1o the
relatlves of those kiled al Cullodern. In the svent, although ihe
rendezvous did take place, albeit 8 week later than plannad,
Ilhe attempt to revive the rsing failed. There is no evidence
that Ardsheal brought any of his men to Invermaliie, or for
that matter even tock part in the earfier conferance af
Muirlaggan, and perhaps for thal reason the casualty list
complied by Stewart of Invernahyle was never presented. 1
rmakes grim reading, but al the same time provides an Inter-
esting insight nto how a Clan ragimen! was brought logathar.

In total nine members of Ardsheal’s family (8 very broad
category which Included distan! cousins) were killed and
three others wounded. Two members of Stewart of
Fasnacloich's family were killed and four wounded, including
tis uncle and two sons. Achnacons lost two brathers killed,
while Captain Alexander Stewart of Invernahyle lost =
naphew and three others and was himsell wounded, alang
with his brother and 10 other members ol his family Five
named individuals. 2l described as "followers of Appin'. wars

relumed as killed and S ware wounded. All of thesae, 22
kifled and 25 wounded in total, represented the Highiand
gentlamen, thase who could be expected (o have stood in
thee Prom ramk arrmed with broadsword ang mrge. Almost siof
them aiso appear, nol entirely concidentally, to have been
officors.

A further 68 "Commoners™ were kifled and 40 wounded 2
Culloden, though sadly they se umidentified save by ther
sumames - 18 McCaolls, 13 Maclarens, & Cammichansls. 5
Meintyres, 4 Mcinnises and so on. Inlerestingly none of them
actually bears the surmname Stewart {although other commm
men taken prisoner during or atter the rising dao), which rather
supports the ldea thal & Clan wes In realily comptised of &
warmior anstocracy “all of a name® and a very mixed bag of
more or less hapless tenantry, It 1S also Interesting to note
that the gantlemen accounted lor one quarter of those killed
and a third of the wounded, which agrees pratty well with the
proportion postutated by General Hawlay

Chillingly the grand total comes to 1585 officers and men
gead or wounded, which may or may not include a further
esght men taken prisoner. Sandby’s "“moming state® figom Il
will be remembered aliowed only 150 rank and fle. Al lsast
20 officers and voluniesrs can be added to this figure, but
svan so || is clear that just over hall of all the men sendng In
the regimenl! at Cullodan ware killed, and that very lew of the
remaindar can have escaped unhur.

K: HIGHLAND MERCENARIES 1746 - 1753
The dramatic explosion of blus bonneted Highland regiments
In {he wake of tha last Jacobile Rising obscures the fact thal
from lime Tmmemorial substantial numbers of Highlanden
had chosen, as individuals, to turn thelr backs on thelr Clan
chiefs and go soldiering far beyond the hills. Up until the and
of tha 16th cantury mosl af them sought memenary senvice
I Ireland, first as Gallowplasses, taking servioe directly Unge
the Irfsh Lords, but tatlerly In roving bands collectively
relerred to 2= "Radehanks™ — a hall contempiuous rickname
aliuding to their bare jegs. Atter the Union of the Crowns. In
1603, and the simultaneous but unconnected snding of the
Tudor conguest of Ireland, such mercenaries ware forced tn
go lurther afield in search of employment. Hecruiting paniss
omganksed by military conlraclors such as Donald, Lord Resy
{otherwise the Chiel of Mackay) or senl home by Scotlish
regiments in foreign anmies became a common sight In the
Highlands during the 17th century. With lew exceptions, the
men they enlisted were all of fhem readlly assimilated inlg
reqular units such as the Dutch Army's lamous Scoteh
Brigade. dressed, armed and trained for convenbional
warlgre, Even as eady as December 1552 two Highland com-
panies levied for service on France under the Earl of Huntly
were orderad to be “substantiousiie accompturit with jack
and plait, steilbonnat, sword, buckdair,... and ane spalr of sa
eine [6 m] long or thairby™.

During the 18th century many mone Highlanders ineviiably
[cined the Britiah Army, and throughoul the century a consid-
erable number of officers and men serving In the 1=t or Royal
Regiment (now the Royal Scots) wers noted 1o be
Highlanders. This particutar individual belongs to the mal
Franch Roval Ecossois, howevar,

An ordinance was [ssued for the rafsing of the regimend on
3 December 1743 and the first officers’ commissions wen
signed on 1 August 1744, Initially I was built up around 2



cadme drawn from the French Amy's irish Brigade and from
British deserters, bul Lord John Drummond was reparted to
b= recruiting for his new megiment in the Highlends fhat
smmer. Al the end ol November 1745 he landed it in
Scotland 1o aigd e Jacokiio msurgﬂnts. ing a sacond oat-
talion was authornsed to be raised thers in February 1746, At
Culioden the regiment foughl well and helped cowver the
retreal of the Jacobite right. An attempt by tha Argyll Militia
to imtercept their withdrawal was brushad off easily, but in the
process one battalion of the regiment was surmounded by
tragocns and forced o surrendar, although the other with
fhe colours, gol away to Rulhwen Bamacks and did nol aur-
ender untll 19 Agrl. Alterwards, although most of the 1si
Batialion personnel appear to have been treated as prisonsrs
af war, having been enlisted before the regmmant cama to
Scotland, some of Ihe 2nd Battalion officers were tried as
mhels. With the excaption of one man, found 1o be & Brtish
Ammy desarter, all were eveniually released

This vary distinclive Scottish uniform was described by a
withess &l the trial ol one of the 2nd Bsttallon officers,
Lewtenant Charles Qiliphant “Pnsongr wore ihe unifarm of
Lord John Orummond's officers, vim shom blue coats, ed
vests  laced with bonnets and white cockades™
Unfortunately, none o! the descriptions menlions the
breeches wom. They may have been the white ones deplected
here and described in 1757, athough the 1753 Register does
mention red ones as shown in the detail, An uncormaborated
gecondary sourta also relers to the grepadier company
wezring plaids instead of breeches, and although this cammol
be substantisted, al least one officer, James Camernon of
Lochall, chase lo wear a piaid with his egimentals whan
having his portralt painted In 1762,

The two battalions appesr to have bean consolidated in
August 1747, and a more conventional uniform was adopted,
fems of which are shown here. There was a longer coat and
# cocked hat In piace of the blus bonmet, bul they retained
thelr cufts & Mecossoi untll thelr disbandment at the end of
V762.

Two: othar notionally Scottish regiments were raised in
France after the coltapse of the ‘45, The Regiment o'Ogilvy
was aulhorised in February 1747, put togelher lamgely from
Jncabite fugitives, including a falr number ol officers who had
sarved under Ogilvy In the two battations which he fed in
Scotland This regiment was clothed in & very similar fashion
1o the Royal Ecossois bul was distinguished by having yefiow
rather than white face snd latterdy by the weanng of red
breeches. Like the Royal Ecossod, i was disbanded in 1762
and its personnel drafted into the Irish Brigada. The (hird of
the Scoitish units, the Regiment o"Albany, was authorized In
October 1747, mainly, it seems, to provide a living for
Cameran of Lochall, for it had few Scols In thea ranks besides
the officers and was disbanded in the following year
According to Lord Elcho its uniform was red with white
lacings

The two main figures are from the Royal! Ecossols; 1
sarving In 1746, whilst 2 shows slight variations in dress by
1753. 3 Royal Ecossols regimental colour; 4 French -army
knapsack, § “neccessaries” bag and typleal coments; B
gibame or cartridge box; 7 imernal wood and lsaltier block
for carfridge box; B cartridge and fiint; 9 French military
shir; 10 Freneh military breeches, with knes buckle; and 11
the basic footwear of the time with buckie.

L: AFTEAWARDS - DUCHESS JEAN
RECRUITING FOR THE GORDOMNS 1794
Whike a number of measures fo curb the assumed warlike
propensities of the Highland Clans were introduced In the
wake o e 43, iney were probably unnecessary, for most ol
tha chiefs had remalned loyal to King Georoe and those who
had sidad with the Pretender were aither dead, imprisaned or
n exde Tha Clans would cerainly not have nsen again

There ware still plenty of teotloose young men willing to go
saldigring rather than labour on ferms, Recruity were for &
time still sought, more or less clandestinely for ihe Franch
sarvios — though just how clandestine this activity really was
Iz open to doubt, alnce the celebrated Allan Breck Stewan
was openly wearng the uniform of the Regiment d'Cgifvy al
tha time of the Appin murder in 1752, Official cences were
also sl lssued to officers anlisting men for the Dutch sanvice
throughowt mest of the 18ih century. Nevertholass, (he
Brifish Army was the blgges! bepeficiary. For the first ten
yaars or so after the fising, meruilment of Highlanders was,
as before, a fairly casual affair, small parties made the rounds
of the markets, picking up & valunteer here or there for o par-
ticular comps.

in 1757 this situstion changed abruptly with the oulbreak
of the Seven Years War and the consequent rapid expansion
of the army. New regimenis wene required and were for the
most part raised for rank, ncluding Simon Fraser's 2nd

General Simon Fraser [(1738-82). Jusi ss slippery as his
father, Lord Lovat, he commanded a Jacobite regiment in
tha "45 but mannged to change sidos at Cofloden and
oventually became & genarai In the British Army.

[Privats coflaction]







ABOVE Components of an 1828 pattern basket-hillsd
broadaword. [Author's collectlon]

Highland Battalion Frasos, sometime Master of Lovat and a
colonel in the Jacobita Army, appears to have succeeded in
changing sides during the battle of Cullodan and afterwards
became a protégd of the Duke of Amgyll In 1752 he had
served as a proseculor in the infamous Appin murder trial, By
way ol reward, ha was given the opportunity to complete his
official rehabifitation by raising a reglment. This he did in a
remarkably short lime, providing the officers from other
former Jacobites or at least thewr sons. They seam 1o have
very largely found thew men in the oid way, by tm@king heir
tenants' sons, as ther fathers had done for generstions
Sultably encouraged by this dramallc success and the
urmuestioned assumption that all Highlanders were naturally
warfike, the Governmant want on to authorisa the ralsing of
olnher kitted regiments

AL farst the response was good, bu! towarts the gnd of the
18th century it became increasingly difficult for the chials 1o

LEFT The end of It afl = one of the grave markers for the
dufented Jacoblies on Culloden Moot [Author's colieciion]

ralse their men as balore. In the first place there was simply
a limit to the number of young men who ware willing to go
soldiering. A Clan regiment bafore Culloden was In & sense a
millia: the mean of the Clan could be called out sither to
defend their fands or to go miding somebody else’s. Calling
tham out to becoms profossional soldiers was a different
maltiar antirgly.

The natural response to such reluctance was to offer
Inducements such as greaier Securily of terure, and ull-
mately (o offer cash bounties, eventually ihls destroyed he
bonds of tho Clan system, Where once a Clansman might
Fave loliowed his own chigf, however reluctantly. pracisaly
bacause he was his chief, now he was ancouraged 1o follow
another for gold. With the courtry awash with predatory
recruliers, each offering a bigger bounty than 1he last, || was
foaish not 1o look around and accent the besi offer

When tha young Marguis of Hunlly was granted Latters of
Service o raise the 100ih (Gordon) Highlanders on 10
February 1784, his mother, Duchess Jean, enthusiastically
=t about helping him to raise |, famously offering a kiss and
a guinea to every recrult |t makes a fine tale, and by all
accounts created something of a str at the time, but
something of the raalily behind [t may be seen in & repon by
one ol the regiment's recrulting agents at Abardesn, Captan
Finlason:

*March 11 = This day | engaged Geome Gordon from the
Catirach, lale a terant of the Duke. He was dislodgsd by
Caoinachiz or Mr, Ball, and says he has £48 dus him on bills
fiom good men for the stocking of his farm sold. He is a fight
Light Infantry man, 26 Jyears of] age. But | had him engage
thro" many windings = 1. a mcommendation (o the Mamuls
to sollicil the Duke for his former tack [lease] lo him on or
alter his discharge from the army: 2. an appbcation 19 you or
Me. Bell for some tenement or bigglng lor his wile Il his
raturm 3. promation if he gesarves It basides 4. 180 guineas
bounty and three guineas to hin pilot, Samgeant Reid. This
haro of ihe Cabrach says he |s highly relaled here, viz to the
Ray, Mr. Shenfis and his brother the advocate. Tomomow he
goes in high dress with his sward by his side 1o amounce his
new profession.”

One can only marve| thal he did not ingist on his kiss om
the Duchess as well, but at any rsle. with or without his
father's old sword, he may not have bean much of a bargain,
for the original muster rolls show that Geome Gordon from
the Cabrach was indeed atlested on 12 March 1784 and at
Sft din rall he may well havo beena “tight Light infantry man”,
tunt ha b5 also described in tha rofl as a labourer, and appears
o have been dischamed shorly aferwards. Whather he
regained his lazse from tha Duks is not known,
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PLACES OF INTEREST

isiting Culloden Moor is essentinl for anyone interested in the

Highlnd Clins. Situnted onside inverness, i is easily accessible

by rovadd anel, on o fne day, by a bracing walk from hnverness itsell
(dewnhill on the way back), The National Trust for Scotland, which
owns approximately o gquarter ol the battlelicld, o removed an
imtrusive forestry pluitation and reconstricied the nuf and stone
enclosure walls on the south-east side of the moor. However, the bat-
tefield as laid ow is [ar oo small and the regimental murkers are
wrongly placed. Beware claims that the Leanach cottage was stinding in
1746 and that Jacobite wounded were burned alive in an adjacent bar.
The steading wias actually a Brtish Ariny hield hospitall

A short distance away from Culloden is Fort George at Ardersier. Suill
in Tulktime use by the army, this 18th century lort and barrack complex,
built after the “45, is also open to the public,

Down the A9 from hwerness is the Highland Folk Museum
Kingussic and the adjacent Ruthven Barracks, scene of two shor sieges
during the "5,

Alsor on the A9 i the badefiek] of Killicenurkic, The National Trust
visitor centre in the pass does not lie on the batlefield, which is iself
crossed by the A9, Travelhing northwards the road actually runs along
the narrow Urrurd phieaus on which General Mackay formed his army
The Jacohite Army was fonmerd on a narrower rdge-line or shell biglier
up the hill to the aght of the road, The only part of Mackay’s position
undisturbed by roadwarks s a small hirch wood occupied by Colonel
Lauder’s grenadier detichment, on Mackay's extreme lef

Outside Edinburgh the batdefield of Prestonpans has largely been
covercd by industrial and  residential development, butr Colonel
Gardiner’s house has recently been restored magnificently,



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Anderson, Perer, Cullodes Mooy and the Story of the Buttle
(Stirling 1920)

Bismes, John, The facobite Rising of 1715 (London 1970)

Brown, LA, & Cheape, H., Witness to Rebellion: Jolin Madean’s Journal of
the Forty-fivwe and the Periouik Drawings (East Linton 19496)

Bumsted, J.. The People'’s Clearance: Highland Enigration to British North
America 1770-1815 (Edinburgh 1982)

Burt, E., Latters from a Gentleman i the Novth of Sentland (London 1754)

Caldwell, David (Edl, ), Seattish Weapons avd Fortifications 101 80
(Eelimbnrgh [981)

Drunbar, T, Hestery of Highlawd Dress (London 1979); The Costume of
Seotfendd (London 1954)

Grimble, lan, Chief of Meckay (Edinburgh 1993)

Home, Juhn, Histary of the Bebellinn in the “Year 1745 (Landon 1BOE)

Hopkins, Paul, Glewroe aad the End of the Hightand War
{Edimburgh 1956)

Livingston, A {and others), Muster Roll of Privce Cliarles Edward Stuart's
Army (Aberdeen 1984)

McChimock, HLF.. Old Irish aned Highland Dress (Dundalk 19509

Mackay, W., Unguhart and CGlenmonston (Inverness 14914)

Prebble, John, Mudiny: Hightand Kegiments in Revolt 1743-1504 (London
1975 Culloden (London V1) Gleveoe (London 1966)

Reid, Stuart, Like Hungry Walves: Cullnden Moor 16ih Apral 1746 (London
1904); 1745 A Mititary History (Tunhridge Wells 1996); /8t Contury
Hightanders {London 1993): The Campaigns of Montrose (Edimburgh
1990}

Spalding, Jolhn, Memorialls of the Trubles i Scotlond 16271645
{Aberdecn 1850:5])

Stevenson, David, Highland Warrior: Alasdair MacCholla and the Civil
Wars (Edinburgh 1994)

Stewart, David, of Garth, Skétches of the Flighlaraders of Scotlaned
{Edinburgh 1822)

Tavier, A & 1., Jucobites of Aberdeenshire & Banffshire in the 45 (Aberdeen
15928}

Iinterpreters

Wallace Clan Trust, Clan Studios, Kingston, Glasgow, Strathelyde G5 8TA
The Watch: #3rd = 42nd Highkind Regiment, 52 Baleombe Read,
Huorley, Sureey RITG 9AA

Roval Ecossois: | Golder Noble Hill, Colchester, Essex




	Highlandclansmen.pdf

