Sketches of Early Scotch History

Part 8

CHAPTER IL

THE UNIVERSITY.

TrE Universities of Scotland are the legitimate off-
spring of the Church. They alone of our existing insti-
tutions carry us back to the time when the clergy were
the only supporters of schools, and the bishop of the
great diocese was the patron and head, as well as the
founder, of its university. The annals of the mother
university—St. Andrews—have unfortunately not been
collected, or made accessible to the student.. Of the
others, the records have been printed with more or less

of fulness.

GLASGOW.

The University of Glasgow was founded in 1450-51,
forty years after St. Andrews, and about the same length
of time before Aberdeen. It had the Papal privilege of
a Studium Generale—the then technical term for a Uni-
versity—and a foundation by the Pope after the model
of his own ancient University of Bologna.! The customs

1 Bologna was perhaps rather the mea-  the pattern of the constitution chosen
sure of the privileges granted by the by Bishop Turnbull, who could have
Pope, and which he alone could grant—  little knowlege of the Italian University
the right to confer degrees, etc.—than  of almost fabulous antiquity. It was
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and technical phraseology of the new University, how-
ever, early showed an imitation of the institutions of
Louvain, then and for all the following century, the
model university of Northern Europe, and perhaps pecu-
liarly admired by our countrymen at that period, when
it had so recently flourished under a Scotch Rector.!

The Pope willed that the University should “flourish
in Theology, Canon and Civil Law, in Arts, and in any
other lawful Faculty ;” that the students deserving the
distinction should be presented by the Doctor or Doctors,
Master or Masters of their respective Faculties, to the
Chancellor (the Bishop), and should from him, after
examination, receive the license to teach, the Mastership,
or the Doctor’s degree, in full convocation of the other
Doctors and Masters “reading ” there.

The first statutes divided the members of the Uni-
versity into four “nations,” here also following Louvain,
and indeed the practice of all the continental Universi-
ties ;* and in the nations, as represented by their Pro-
curators, was vested the right of electing the Rector.

the reputation of its canonists that gave
rise to the old motto, Bononia Docet.
The “doctor” who defeated the Jew's
demand of the flesh of the Merchant of
Venice was of Bologna, according to the
original report of the case by Giovanni
Fiorentino, though Shakspere calls him
of Rome, taking a place more known to
his audience. The Universities of Bo-
logna, Cologne, and Paris, are all cited
as models in the ancient statutes of Glas-
gow.

+ John Lichton was made Rector of
Louvain in 1432,

2 The University of Paris had its four
nations, one of which of old was Eng-

land, changed in later times to Germany.
Vienna named its nations Auwstrales,
Rhenenses, Hungart, Saxones. The na-
tions of the University of Glasgow have
varied in name more than in sense. The-
vidalia, the name of one of the arch-
deaconries of the diocese, was changed
after the Reformation to Laudonia.
Clidisdalia, and the well-recognised Al-
bania, have changed for the worse in
Glottia and Transforthia. The nation of
Rothsay was not made more intelligible
by being altered to Silwria, which has
again given way to the original title,
The nations are now well defined.
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The foundation and erection were immediately effec-
tual, and numerous members and graduates mark the
very first year of the new University. There were lectures
in Canon and Civil Law and Theology from the begin-
ning, and perhaps Masters might occasionally “read ” in
other Faculties. But the Faculty of Arts alone received
a definite shape and constitution. The members of the
Faculty of Arts annually elected a Dean;' had stated
meetings ; promulgated laws for their government ; and
more than all, acquired property by the munificence of
benefactors,® which the University as a body did not do
for some time. At Louvain, the Faculty of Arts had
four pedagogia. At Glasgow, the Faculty of Arts speedily
established one, and for many years made all efforts to
maintain it, and appropriated the funds of the Faculty
from time to time for the support and repairs of its
building. There might be some danger of the Faculty
of Arts absorbing the University. Bachelors’ degrees
- were conferred in Arts. Licentiates and Masters of Arts
were made, and these degrees were recorded, not in the
University Registers, but in the Register of the Faculty
of Arts.

This was the state of things when we lose sight of
the University and its members in the storm that pre-
ceded the Reformation. Even before that time the Uni-

1 In imitation of Louvain, where the
Faculty of Arts had recently changed
the title of its head from Procurator to
" Decanus.—Andreas Fastt Lovanienses.

% The first land acquired by any mem-
bers of the University was the site of the
present College, described as the tene-

ment on the east side of High Street,
adjoining the house of the Friars preach-
ers, with four acres of the Dowhill, be-
side the Molendinar Burn. It was be-
stowed by the first Lord Hamilton upon
Duncan Bunch, chief Regent in the Fa-
culty of Arts, who had seisin accordingly,
nomine dicte facultatis, in 1460,
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versity seems to have fallen into decay. The words of
the Queen’s letter in 1563 are scarcely to be accounted
for by any sudden or recent calamity :—* Forsamekil as
within the citie of Glasgow ane College and Universitie
was devisit to be had quhairin the youthe mycht be
brocht up in letres and knawlege, the commoune welth
servit and verteu incressit—of the quhilk College ane
parte of the sculis and chalmeris being bigeit, the rest
thairof, alsweill duellings as provisioune for the pouir
bursouris and maisteris to teche ceissit sua that the
samyn apperit rather to be the decay of ane Universitie
nor ony wyse to be reknit ane establisst fundatioun.”
Ten years later, the magistrates of the city describe the
pedagogium, meaning the building of the University, as
ruinous, and its studies and discipline extinct. But
though thus fallen, the Studium Generale still kept up
the skeleton of its constitution. The very last transac-
tions recorded before the Reformation show us the
University met in full convocation in the Chapter-House
of the Cathedral, on its statutory day of the feast of St.
Crispin and Crispinian (October 25); its four nations
electing their “intrants” or procurators; the four in-
trants electing the Rector of the University and his four
deputies—the promoter or procurator and bursar; and
members admitted to the University as a defined and
distinet body,' and according to the ancient constitution
and practice ; while the Faculty of Arts held its congre-
gation in the Crypt, at the altar of St. Nicholas, on the
25th day of June, and there elected their Dean and their

1 Annis 1557-58.
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examinators, and recorded the “proceeding” of the year’s
students, now sadly reduced in numbers, for their degrees.

It is astonishing to find how a few years of that
disturbed time served to blot out of mind the whole
framework of a University, so that the offices and very
nomenclature of the old Academic body were disused or
changed in meaning. The Regent Morton, in his New
Erection in 1577, studying, as he says, to collect the
remains of the old University,” really discarded all the
old constitution, and established in its place the anoma-
lous College or Pedagogy—-Collegium seu pedagogium—
a composite school, half University, half Faculty of Arts,
which, with some modifications, still exists. The Prin-
cipal and three Regents (with no University election),
an (Economus, four poor students, the Principal’s ser-
vant, a cook, and a janitor, received among them the
whole revenue of the establishment, and came in place
of the fair and lofty sounding University of Papal autho-
rity, The names of Rector and Dean of Faculty were
alluded to rather than preserved. The old offices, with
their functions, were plainly swept away. By the new
erection the Sovereign willed that this College and Aca-
demy of Glasgow—nostrum hoc Collegium et A cademiam,
Rlasguensem—composed of the twelve individuals named
above, should enjoy all the immunities and privileges of
the other Academies of the kingdom ; and the Parlia-
ment of Scotland confirmed that erection.®

! Anno 1555. 3 There runs through the deed an in-
2 Ad colligendas reliquius Academice  consistency and carelessness of existing
Glasguensis quam pre inopia languescen-  institutions which characterize that pe-
tem ae jum pene confectam reperimus. riod. While it takes away the power
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Henceforward we hear nothing more of convocations
of the University, meetings of the Faculty of Arts, of
“ determining,” of Bachelors” degrees, or of Licentiates.!
All the stately ceremonial and sounding titles of the old
Academic life, all the University forms were dismissed
which had served to bind together the scholars of all
Europe in the last age.

In their place, however, came the fervour of a new
and animating faith, whose professors had not yet ab-
Jured secular learning, and some of whose leaders were
foremost in scholarship. Andrew Hay, the Rector, was
undoubtedly the most zealous mover of the new founda-
tion, and the Regent Morton its most powerful supporter;
but the man on whom was laid the restoration of letters
m Glasgow was Andrew Melville. The workman was in
every way suited to the task. Melville was accomplished
n all the learning of the age, and far in advance of the
scholars of Scotland. Vehement and resolute, yet of
kindly nature, he was fit for the rough time, and for

and the support of the old offices of
Rector and Dean of Faculty, and vir-
tually destroys their functions, it recog-
nises and even adopts them as permanent
officers, without making any provision
for their election. We are scarcely sur-
prised to find somewhat later ¢“the Sen-
ate of the Faculty” deliberating upon
the mode of electing the Dean of Faculty,
and coming to the resolution that he
should be elected by the Rector, Princi-
pal, and Professors, together with the
Ministers of Glasgow and the Master of
the Grammar School. Anno 1642,

! These terms, which oceur so fre.
quently in the second volume of the
muniments, may now require explanation
in Scotland. Veruulerus, speaking of

the Faculty of Arts of Louvain, says—
Honores sew gradus qui in hac facultate
reportantur sunt Baccalawreatus, Licen-
tie, Magisterit. Ante hos, publicus unus
est actus wt vocant, Determinantia. In
eo singuli juvenes Logice studiosi in
celebri totius Academie concessu, de ques-
tione aliqua ethica quam Preses, profes-
sorum aliquis, proponit, sententiam suam
dicunt. Hoc modo Philosophix studiosos
se profitentur, nullum vero gradwm con-
sequuntur. These things may appear '
trifling, but such trifles fostered the
academic spirit which first bound the
student fast to his own University, and
then made him firee of all the Universi-
ties of Europe.
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encouraging his followers in the severe studies of which
he set the example. His aim evidently was to take
advantage of the sudden zeal for education, and to in-
struct teachers who might spread and continue its bless-
ing, The system he pursued, requiring more exertion
than is to be looked for among average students, is
known from the narrative of his nephew, James Melville,
who accompanied him to Glasgow and assisted in his
undertaking :—

“We cam to Glasgw about the first of November
1574, whare we fand Mr, Piter Blakburn, a guid man,
new com from St. Andrios, enterit in the Collage, and
begoun to teatche conform to the ordour of the course
of St. Andrios. But Mr. Andro [Melville ] entering prin-
cipall maister, all was committed and submitted to him,
wha permitted willinglie to the said Mr. Piter, the cair
of the Collage leiving, quhilk was but verie small, con-
sisting in litle annualles then, and sett him haillelie to
teatche things nocht hard in this countrey of befor,
wherin he trauelit exceiding diligentlie, as his delyt was
therin alleanerlie. Sa falling to wark with a few number
of capable heirars, sic as might be instructars of vthers
therefter, he teatched them the Greik grammer, the
Dialectic of Ramus, the Rhetoric of Taleus, with the
practise therof in Greik and Latin authors, mamlie,
‘Homer, Hesiod, Phocilides, Theognides, Pythagoras, Iso-
crates, Pindarus, Virgill, Horace, Theocritus, etc. From
that he enterit to the Mathematiks, and teatched the
Elements of Euclid, the Arithmetic and Geometrie of
Ramus, the Geographie of Dyonisius, the Tables of
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Honter, the Astrologie of Aratus. From that to the
Morall Philosophie ; he teatched the Ethiks of Aristotle,
the Offices of Cicero, Aristotle de' Virtutibus, Cicero’s
Paradoxes and Tusculanes, Aristotle’s Polytics, and cer-
tean of Platoes Dialoges. From that to the Naturall
Philosophie ; he teatched the buiks of the Physics, De
Ortu, De Ceelo, ete., also of Plato and Fernelius. With
this he ioyned the Historie, with the twa lights thereof,
Chronologie and Chirographie, out of Sleidan, Menarthes,
and Melanchthon. And all this, by and attoure his awin
ordinar profession, the holie tonges and Theologie. He
teachit the Hebrew grammar, first schortlie, and syne
more accuratlie ; therefter the Caldaic and Syriac dialects
with the practise thereof in the Psalmes and Warks of
Solomon, Dauid, Ezra, and Epistle to the Galates. He
past throw the haill Comoun Places of Theologie verie
exactlie and accurathe ; also throw all the Auld and New
Testament. And all this in the space of sax yeirs, dur-
ing the quhilk he teatchit euerie day customablie twyse,
Sabothe and vther day ; with an ordinar conference with
sic as war present efter denner and supper. His lerning
and peanfulness was mikle admired, sa that the nam of
that Collage within twa yeirs was noble throwout all the
land, and in vther countreys also. Sic as haid passed
ther course in St. Androis cam in number ther, and
entered schollars again vnder ordour and discipline, sa
that the Collage was sa frequent as the roumes war nocht
able to receaue them. The scolmaister of the town, Mr.
Patrik Scharpe, was his ordinar heirar and contubernall,
whome he instructed and directed in the maist commo-
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dius bringing vpe of the youthe in grammer and guid
authors ; whom I hard oftentymes profes that he lerned
mair of Mr. Andro Meluill craking and pleying, for
vnderstanding of the authors quhilk he teatched in the
scholl, nor be all his comentares. Sic lyk Mr. Peter
Blakburn, wha tuk vpe the first clas. Finalie, I dare
say there was na place in Europe comparable to Glasgw
for guid letters during these yeirs for a plentifull and
guid chepe mercat of all kynd of langages, artes, and
sciences.”!

That this picture is not overdrawn, and that the effect
of such a teacher remained after he was himself removed,
is to some extent proved by the education received at
Glasgow by one who could not have benefited by Mel-
ville’s instructions. Bayle tells us, that in 1600, when
young John Cameron, then little more than twenty, left
Glasgow for France, “ On admira justement que dans un
fge si peu avancé il parlat en Grec sur le champ avec la
méme facilité et avec la méme pureté que d’autres en
Latin.”*

1 Mr. James Melville's Diary, Bann.
Club edit. p. 38.

2 Bayle, Diction., voce Cameron. In
this article Bayle is speaking from the
testimony of foreigners who knew Came-
ron well, and not from the information
of his countrymen, which might have mis-
led him. Indeed, the reader of the Dic-
tionnaire Historique et Critique should
be warned, that its Scotch biographical
and genealogical information is to be
taken with some mistrust. The banished
Chancellor of Scotland, the Earl of Perth,
writing to his sister, Lady Erroll, from
Rotterdam, in 1693, tells her—¢ There
is a bookseller in this town, a genteel,

well-bred man, who keeps his coach, ete.
He is both very learned and a mighty
virtuoso. He is causing make a Diction-
naire Historique like that of Moreri's,
but it will be incomparably finer. One
Monsieur Baile works hard to have it
fine and true. This Mr, Baile is a most
knowing man. .Both he and Leers, who
is the bookseller, are my friends, and
would fain oblige me by giving an ac-
count of my family, and those of my
nearest relations. I hope you will give
me a short one of my Lord Erroll's, and
get my Lord Keith to do as much for
his, and it will enrich the book and do
us no dishonour. Pray let this be done,
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The stimulus given to education survived the genera-
tion of zealous scholars that produced it. Glasgow had
indeed lost the sympathy of the great fellowship of
learning by throwing off the ancient and honoured cus-
toms of Universities ; but learning and efficient discipline,
and the respect which follow them, were still there, and
the College throve. Laureation, or the degree of Master
of Arts, was the only one of the old University distinc-
tions which survived the great Revolution. It was very
different, indeed, from the degree which, coming after
well-defined studies and preparatory trials, put the final
stamp upon the finished scholar, that gave him equality
and fellowship with all the scholars of Christendom,
Still the title of Master of Arts remained, and the
teachers of Glasgow endeavoured to give it something of
its old value. As early as 1595, the graduates of the
year were arranged and published in classes according to
merit ; and it is worthy of remark, that from that time
the degree must have risen in estimation, for the number
of candidates gradually and almost steadily increased.
Whether accidentally or of set purpose, the laureation”
was also rendered imposing by some ceremonial, by
crowds of invited guests, and by entertainments and
presents, the expense of which it soon became necessary
to restrain within definite bounds. Glasgow preserved

and sent over with the first Scotch fleet.”
— Correspondence of James Earl of Perth
(Camden Club), The Erroll family was
accordingly honoured by the article
¢ Hay"” in the Dictionary. The paper
on the family of Drummond-—doubtless
communicated by the ex-chancellor, is

carefully guarded by Bayle's note—* Cet
article . . . est’ un mémoire communi-
qué an libraire le 16 de . . . 1695. On
I'imprime tout tel que I'on I'a re¢u.”
Both articles, so far as they pretend to
give history, are quite worthless,
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its character, and its records scarcely show a diminution
of numbers during all the troubles of the seventeenth
century. The great principles then brought into discus-
sion rather incited to education ; and if during the great
Civil War the actual commotion prevented some Scotch-
men from attendance, it was soon more than compensated
by crowds of English, outed clergymen’s sons, and Non-
conformists, for whom there was no toleration in the
English Universities, even if they had been willing to
sit under the teachers placed there at the Restoration.
Wodrow, speaking of his father’s graduation in 1659,
tells us that the examination of candidates for degrees
was in those days more exact and close than in his own
time, “when learning suffers by the too easy admission
of many without exact trial, to the honorary title of
Master of Arts;” and he gives some details of the laurea-
tion.! But a much more minute account of Glasgow
study and graduation of that period is found in the con-
temporary chronicle of one of the band of English stu-
dents. Josiah Chorley was born in 1652, at Preston in
Lancashire, where, he notes, his father’s house was “the
receptacle of persecuted ministers.” After a prepara-
tory education in several good grammar-schools, Josiah
was sent to Cambridge, and admitted of Trinity College,
under the tuition of Mr. Bainbridge ; but his residence
there was not long, “the terms of conformity being
strait.” He then turned his thoughts to Scotland. His
account of his sojourn at Glasgow shall be given in his
own words, as found in a little note-book, which he en-

! Life of James Wodrow, by his Son, p. 18,  Edinburgh, 1828,
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titles “Chorleyana, or a Register commemorating some
of the most remarkable passages of God’s providence to-
wards me from my nativity, by Josiah Chorley.” The
first part of the “Register” was written at Glasgow in
1671-722

“The Reverend Mr. Roger Baldwin having in his
younger days exercised his ministry in Edinburgh, and
been well acquainted with Scotland, encouraged several
of his acquaintances to send their sons to their Universi-
ties, especially to Glasgow, as a place best adapted to
their studies, and under the strictest discipline ; and for
encouragement he undertook to conduct them thither
himself, which was a wonderful condescension. Accord-
ingly, five of us set out from Preston, February 10,
1672, viz, Mr. William Baldwyn, Mr. Peter Gureen,
Mr. John Jones, Mr. Peter Withington, and myself,

1 T am indebted to Professor Fleming
for calling my attention to an extract
from this journal, which appeared in the
preface to a work published anonymously
in 1827. Through the kindness of Mr.
Thomas Longman I was enabled to dis-
cover the author, and I take this oppor-
tunity of expressing my great obligation
to Mr. W. Bennet of Chapel le Frith,
Derbyshire, for the courteous and liberal
permission he has granted me of using
this curious journal. He informs me
that the volumes came into his hands

“among the papers of a near relative, the
Rev. William Bennett, who was formerly
minister of the Independent Chapel at
the Pavement in London, an accom-
plished and highly educated man, and
very fond of literary reliques of this
kind.

Of the author of the journal, we learn
from his own narrative most of his sub-
=cquent career. After several engage-
ments as tutor, he became chaplain and

tutor in the family of Sir Thomas Bar-
nardiston, at Ketton, in Suffolk. While
there, in 1688, * after King James had
sent out a declaration of liberty, he was
called forth to preach frequently, almost
every week, at Haverhill, Clare, Sutton,
in the isle of Ely, Bury, Cambridge,”
etc. After three years spent at Ketton,
he went to be pastor to a congregation
at Cambridge — “ being solemnly set
apart to the work of the ministry, and
ordained with fasting and prayer and
imposition of hands.” In 1690, he mar-
ried Anne Richardson of Cambridge. In
1691, he removed to be minister to the
congregation at Norwich, where he re-
mained . many years, having refused a
call to the congregation of Salter's Hall,
The last entry in this simple record of
his pious and useful life is dated January
20, 1713— ¢ Great relief in earnest and
repeated prayers under sore troubles.
No ease like heavenly ease !”
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rejoicing in the happiness of so good a guide. After
a prosperous journey, by the will of God, Mr. Baldwin
saw us all admitted into the College of Glasgow, and
entered into the several classes into which we were
directed, and then returned with his servant into Eng-
land. Blessed be the Lord for inclining the heart of
this his faithful servant, not only to counsel, but also to
conduct us to this happy place. I was admitted in the
Batchelor year, having studied Logic and Philosophy so
long in England, and came under the presidency and
tuition of that celebrated philosopher, Mr. John Tran, a
person whose excellent qualities would fill a large volume
to enumerate. I soon found my great account in it, to
sit constantly at his feet, for as keen as my appetite was
to learning, here was rich provision enough to satisfy it,
in daily dictates, disputations, ete. Oh, how sweet and
pleasant was this life of strict studies, and daily more
and more so, insomuch that I could spare no time for
the ordinary diversions of the scholars ; but when in-
vited by them thereto, have desired to be excused, for
this was my seed time, and as I sowed now, I hoped
to reap hereafter.

“The good orders of the College were very agreeable
to mine inclination. At five o’clock in the morning the
bell rings, and every scholar is to answer to his name,
which is then called over. The day is spent in private
studies and public exercises in the classes ; at nine at
night every chamber is visited by the respective regents.
The Lord’s days strictly observed, all the scholars called
to the several classes, where, after religious exercises, all
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attend the Primar and Regents to church, forenoon and
afternoon, and in the same order from church. Then in
the evening, called again to the classes, and then come
under examination concerning the sermons heard, and
give account of what was appointed the foregoing Sab-
bath in some theological treatise, viz, Wollebius, or
Ursin’s Catechism, etc., and other religious exercises ;
and then to supper and chambers ; so that there is no
room for vain ramblings and wicked prophanations of
the day, if we were so disposed ; and such restraints are
great blessings to licentious youth.

“The public worship in the churches, though the.
Archbishop himself preach, is in all respects after the
same manner managed as in the Presbyterian congrega-
tions in England, so that I much wondered why there
should be any Dissenters there, till I came to be in-
formed of the renunciation of the Covenant enjoined,
and the imposition of the hierarchy, ete. |

“There is also a comely face of religion appearing
throughout the whole city in the private exercises thereof
in the families, as may appear to any that walks through
the streets; none being allowed either in or out of
Church time, to play or saunter about; but reading
Scriptures, singing Psalms, etc., to be heard in most
houses.

“I was very happy in the society of Mr. William
Baldwin, an ingenious and serious gentleman, so long as
he staid with us, being chamber and bed-fellows ; but
he entering in the Magistrand class, laureated this year,
and then returned into England. And now the vaca-
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tion commencing, Mr. George Glen, a student in theo-
logy under the famous professor thereof, Mr. Gilbert
Burnet, took me into his chamber and bed. With this
gentleman I have much edifying conversation for pro-
moting learning and piety ; the Lord help me to im-
prove my season. . . .

“ This year 1 fell into a stricter amity with M.
Ralph Ainsworth. We had been school-fellows many
years before at Blackburn, and he had been some time
at the College of Dublin, and from thence was come to
Glasgow before me. He was an eager and subtle dis-
putant, was commonly styled in the College unwersale a
parte rei, for his stout maintaining that point against all
opponents. He and I met every morning about four
or five, and every evening at eight of the clock, at our
chamber in short days, and in the College walks or some
appointed fields in the long days, and disputed over the
principal questions in philosophy, to no small advantage
(I'm sure at least) unto myself. Blessed be the Lord.

“1672, April 1.—We of the magistrand class now
in the beginning of April concluded our lecturing, in
order to prepare for the ensuing Laureation. All the
scholars that designed to take their degrees assembled to
assesse one another for defraying the expenses; chose
collectors of the money assessed, and treasurers, whereof
one was for the Scotts, and I for the English ; and also
stewards to provide gloves and the printing of the theses
—one on white satin for the patron, and an appointed
number on paper. My tutor would engage me to be
the publick orator at the Laureation. I declined 1t, and
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earnestly begged his excuse, till I obtained it. But then
he would not excuse my journey to Edinburgh to invite
the grandees there to our Laureation ; so that I went,
furnished with gloves, and theses, which I first presented
to the patron, the Laird of Colchun, upon white satin.
I then waited upon the Archbishop of Glasgow, Dr.
Leighton, at his chamber in the Colledge, whereof he
had been formerly master. After presenting the service
of our Colledge and Tutor, and invitation to our Laurea-
tion, I craved his acceptance of the theses, which he
thankfully accepted ; but presenting then the fine fringed
gloves, he started back, and with all demonstrations of
humility, excused himselfe as unworthy of such a pre-
sent. I humbly urged his acceptance ; he still retired
backward, and I pursued him till he came to the end of
the chamber, and at last prevailed. But it was amazing
to se¢ with what humble gratitude, bowing to the very
ground, this great man accepted them. This was agree-
able to his whole deportment at Glasgow, where the
history of his deep humility might fill a volume. Then
waited on Sir James Turner, the Steward of our Univer-
sity : Then on Dr. Burnett, our Divinity Professor,' but
he was out of town attending the Earl of Tweedale in
his last illness. On the morning before my return, I,
calling at the Doctor’s lodgings, found him returned.
He was in bed ; sent for me up; made me sit down on
his bedside, after I had delivered my message to him.
Then he told me he was come home this morning as

¢ “This is that Dr. G. Burnett who = William the Third.”—Margunal note of
was made Bishop of Sarum by King J. Chorley.
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soon as the Earl was dead, After much more discourse
about the affairs of our Colledge, and his compliments to
my tutor, I took my leave of him, and soon after, of the
city, and returned to Glasgow with all expedition ; was
kindly received by my good tutor, to whom I related all
the transactions, and delivered all the compliments, etc.
Blessed be God for good success in this journey.

“The day after my return home came on the famous
Laureation in the Trone Church (the Colledge-hall, the
usual place, not being capable to receive the number of
scholars and the grand concourse of the learned clergy
and gentry who were invited from all parts, besides a
vast multitude of spectators), wherein, after our Regent
in the pulpit had prayed in Latin, and opened the design
of that solemnity in an eloquent oration, and propounded
the Theses, came on the disputations, wherein every
clergyman and gentleman present, or as many as would,
called out what scholar he pleased for his respondent,
and opposed upon any thesis that he read ; the Regent
all the while moderating in the pulpit. This was a long
exercise ; which ended, the publick orator (Mr. J. L.
[Jonathan Low], my chamber-fellow, an Englishman,
who had aceepted the office after I had declined it) pro-
nounced his declamation very well. Then were all the
scholars sent out into the churchyard, waiting to be
called in by our Regent according to his judgment of
their degrees in learning, to be observed by the whole
assembly. The first call was Arthure Hamilton (a Scots
gentleman), the second, ‘Joslas Chorley.” I not think-
ing myself worthy of that degree, put my friend, cham-
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ber-fellow, and orator on going in my room. He readily
accepted it and went in. I waited till his turn came to
be called : then as I was going, I laid hold on Mr, Ains-
worth to thrust him in my room, esteeming him a better
scholar than either of us, but he refused it, so that I must
go in, though (I thought) before many my betters. This
being over, we all stood in order in the Church. Then
the Primar (the learned Mr. Wright) read his injunc-
tions to us out of the Colledge Statute Book, pronounc-
ing the title of Master of Arts over us: which done, the
Regent concluded all with a solemn prayer and thanks-
giving.

“These things being ended, all we that were officers
assembled to defray all charges and adjust all accounts ;
which we did to the content of all the scholars by whom
we were entrusted. Then all agreed to present the sur-
plusage to our Regent. But before this was done, it
was agreed (as usually) that every officer should have a
dollar for his pains. I opposed the motion, and would
have paid 1s. 6d. that I had laid out at Edinburgh for
two small books out of the Colledge money ; but they
would not receive it, saying, the trouble of my journey
deserved a better gratuity. But it was carried against
my inclination for every one to take half a dollar, which
we did,' though I thought our excellent Regent deserved
the best of our service. This being deducted, we pre-
sented a large purse as our valedictory, which was thank-
fully accepted.”

1 ¢ N.B.—This troubled me many knowledgment to Mr. Tran; and with it
vears after, forgetting some circum-  aguinea, begging his pardon and prayers
stances, so that I sent a letter of ac-  to God.”—Marginal note of J. Chorley.
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“ Having dispatched all our affairs, all we English-
men hasted homeward, setting out the next afternoon
(July 19) towards Edinburgh, whence (after a short stay
there) we made our way by Berwick, Newcastle, Dur-
ham, ete., every one to his home, and I to Preston.” . ..

The thesis of the Master of Arts in the time of Chor-
ley was a single essay, composed by the Regent, but sub-
scribed by the whole candidates for Laureation, all bound
to defend their thesis against all impugners. In later
times, the Glasgow thesis assumed the usual form of an
individual dissertation by each candidate for the degree.'

1 James Wodrow's thesis, at his gra-
duation in 1659, was printed (probably
at Edinburgh). The historian says,—
“They are printed 1659 and publickly
defended, postridie Nonas Quintileis,
praside Roberto Areskino, in @®de sacra
Franeiscunorum  Glasgue.” — Life of
James Wodrow, by his Son, p. 18. The
first year in which I have met with in-
dividual theses of Glasgow graduates is
1713. Mr. David Laing, to whose ac-
quaintance with the literary history of
Scotland T am much indebted, in com-
mon with all who have worked on such
subjects as the present, has in his collec-
tion several theses of that year. The
style of the announcement is uniform,
and one specimen is therefore enough :—

Dissertatio philosophica inauguralis
de gravitate aliisque viribus naturalibus

quam
cum annexis corollariis
Javente summo numine
auctoritate dignissimi vice-cancellarii
Joannis Stirling v. d. m. ss. th. prof.
Primaric nec non
amplissimi senatus academici consensy
et celeberrime facultalis artium decreto
pro gradu Magisterii sumanisque in phi-
losophia et artibus liberalibus privilegiis
et henoribus rite ac legitime consequendis

. auditorio publico academice Glasguen-
sis

ad diem  Junii hora  post merid.

propugnabit Colinus M*‘Lawrin Scotus
Prov. 3. 19. Deus sapientic. fundavit
terram, stabilivit cwlos prudentic.

The dedication is— Viro reverendo mro.
Danieli M‘Laurin ecclesie ed cellam
Finani pastort fidelissimo patruo suo
spectatissimo ob affectum curamque plane
parentalem, patris charissimi loco semper
honorando.

The impress is of R. Freebairn, Edin-
burgh, and the date 1713. It was in
that year that the establishing of a
bookseller's shop and printing press
within the University of Glasgow was
enforced, by the ¢ consideration of our
being obliged to go to Edinburgh in
order to gett one sheet right printed.”—
Duncan's Literary History of Glasgow,
119. The want was soon to be supplied,
and a thesis of Joannes Sherman, of
1716, has the impress, Glasgue ex officina
Donaldi Govan Academice typographi.
Francis Hutcheson's inaugural oration
in 1730 bears simply Glasgovie typis
Academicis. 1t is dedicated to all the
Professors by name, and since it is so
rare that Mr. Duncan had not seen it, a
few extracts may be acceptable. I am
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We learn something of the mode of conducting the
studies in the University, at the beginning of the last
century, from documents collected by a writer to whom
Glasgow owes more than is generally known.

In a paper among Wodrow’s collections, it is asserted
that till the beginning of the year 1710 there had for
many years been no public prelections in the University,
but at that time it was resolved that in certain classes
public prelections should be held! On 25th August
1712, the Faculty appointed the Professors within two
days to give in an account of their way of teaching and

again indebted for the use of my copy to
my friend Mr, Laing :—

Postquam in hac academia, literarum
kumaniorum atque philosophice studiis
sex annos dedissem a loco gratissimo pri-
vate me rationes atque officia in Hiber-
niam amovere, wbi, laboriosissimis mili
atque molestissimis negotits vmplicito
exigua admodum erant ad bonas literas
aut mentem colendam otie. Non levt
igttur letitia commovebar cum  almam
matrem Academiam post tertvum deci-
UM AARUIN Me SUUm Ol'l':m alummem, in
libertatem asserwisse audiveram, atgue
viros ornatissimos Academice moderatores
et professores quos sanclorum olim paren-
tumn loco colur me siby collegam cooptasse.
Mihi quidem veterum parentum haud
iminemort, adeo non acerbum visum est,
relicto amantissimo natali solo

. antiqguam exquirere matrem
Unde genus duxi . . .

ut venerandam Scotiam, virorum fortium
#t doctorum parentem, neque hoc seculo
efwtam cujusque fecunditatem nulla im-
minuet vetustas, expetere arderet animus.

Nescio qua dulcedine me agniturum
speraram, prout nunc agnosco, ipsa loca,
ipsa  wdificie, horlos, agros, riparum
toros, uln olim curis vacuus, letus hila-
risque versabar. Animum vero preocipue

subiit hee tpsa Academia doclissuma at-
que gravissimu in hoc ipso auditorio at-
que scholits privatioribus professorum
Acroamate. Ut delector heec loca revi-
sens ubi prima veri investigandi elemente
havseram ;  ubt tmmortales Homeri et
Virgilie sublimitates degustaveram, Xeno-
phontis, Horatii, Aristophanis, Terenlit
dulcedines, elegantias, fucetias, lepores,
sales, Cliceronis ttem locupletissimam in
omni philosophia venustatem el amplitu-
dinem, atque in palrveciniis copiosam et
vehementem contentionem ] Ul primum
virtutis naturam et causas queesiveram
atque eternas illas numerorum et figura-
rum rationes quibus innitur hoc mundi
universi stupendum opus indagare fue-
ram conatus! immo wvero Dei ipsius
eeternt, cujus vi, mente et consilio cuncta
admintstrantur, naturam potentiam, sa-
plentiam el benignitatem : Altgue ubi hae
omnia altius anvmo insederunt atque ino-
luerunt, postquam leni et amico sermone,
libera et verecunda disceptatione, swpius
pensitata fuerant inter amicissimos so-
dales dum in hortis Academicis aut in
agro amenissimo suburbano quem placido
Jumine alluit Glotia spatiaremur! Hee
omnia recordanty mea in Scotiam pro-
Jectio ameena, leeta, videbatur. .
'In Duncan’s Literary History of
Glasgow, p. 112,
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managing their several provinces, in order to the amend-
ment of anything that may be amiss or defective. The
reports made by the Professors, though they have not
been found by the present writer, fortunately did not
escape the notice of a previous labourer in the same field.
They contain a precise statement of the manner of teach-
ing each class at that time.'

The Professor of Divinity read and explained each
session John Marckiug's Medulla, collating therewith the
Scotch Confession of Faith. Two days of the week were
set aside for exercises, and Saturday for prayer and con-
ference privately. There was a meeting for “polemic
conference ” “ once in a week or two.”

Professor Law used the old way of teaching Philo-
sophy, “by dited notes and disputes in all the parts of
philosophy.” The disputations were sometimes three
days in the week, and were never neglected. The lessons
were got by heart.

Mr. Dunlop, Professor of Greek, taught Verney’s

Grammar in the Bajan class? and occupied the whole

1 Duncan's Literary History of Glas-
gow, p. 112.

bejaune powr dire lewr bien venue.—Dict.
de Trevouzx. Bejauniuvm—quod a novis

2 The Bajan or freshman class is not
peculiar to Scotch Universities ; Bijaune,
Bejaune, Bejauniwm, are words well
known in academic and clerical French
and Latin of two centuries ago. Their
etymology has been questioned, but no
better than the received one has been
suggested, and their meaning is not
doubtful. Ce mol a été dit par corrup-
tion de bec jaune par la metaphore des
oisons el autres oiseauz niais qui ont le
bee jaune, ce quon a appligué aux ap-

prentis en tous les arts et sciences—Rudis,

tiro, imperitus . . . ainsi on faisail
payer auirefois awa (coliérs de Droit levr

scholaribus nomine jucundi adventus a
condiscipulis exigebutur (Ducange),—is
found in the statutes of the University of
Orleans in 1365, of the University of Tou-
louse, 1401, 1457, and of Paris. - Univer-
sitiesand even Councils thundered against
the extortions of Bejaunia, in vain. In
the University of Vienna the novellus
studiosus, qui ad academiam nuper ac-
cessit was called Beanus, a word which
occurs in the scholastic slang of the
middle ages, equivalent to our new
caught.

The second year's class was called
Semi, with which half the curriculum of



GLASGOW IN LATER TIMES. 241

season chiefly with it—the authors whom he names
being evidently read only as illustrative and subordinate
to the elementary instruction.' Mr. Dunlop was a long
time Professor of Greek, and was esteemed for his know-
ledge of the language, and his manner of teaching it ;
but students who spent the first season in learning the
Grammar, and limited their study of the language to an-
other, could but poorly maintain the character of the
school where Andrew Melville had taught, and John
Cameron had learnt Greek.

The first half of the eighteenth century was a period
of stagnation in Scotland. If the University of Glasgow
partook of the general lethargy of that half century,? it
shared also in the energy and progress that marked the
next age of Scotch history. To prove this, it is enough
to point to the names that made Glasgow famous in the
past hundred years, omitting those still alive. No other
school of learning within so short a period can boast of
an array of teachers like Cullen and Black in chemistry
and medicine ; Hutchison, Reid, Adam Smith in mental
philosophy ; Moore, Young, and Sandford in Greek litera-
ture ; John Millar and Jardine in what may be called
the art of education. To add to the distinction con-
ferred by her great masters, the University of Glasgow,

Arts was completed. The third year's
was the Terlian or Bachelor class ; the
fourth, the Magistrand, each named
irom the degree to which it immediately
lerd. These names are still in nse at St.
Andrews and Aberdeen. There is no
mark of their having been used anciently
=1 Glasgow.
* Duncan's Literary History, p. 122

2 It will scarcely save the University
from this charge, that the Faculty was
vigorous enough to stop the ‘“design by
a gentleman from England to give a
course of experimental philosophy in the
city,”—being ““of opinion that the en-
couraging of the said design was neither
for the interest nor reputation of the
University.”— November 4, 1725,
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within the same period, has had the singular fortune of
producing the printing press of Foulis, and being the
birthplace of the discoveries and inventions of James
Watt.!

Although the term “ University,” like “College,” is
improperly applied to a building, yet it is natural enough
to name the building from the body which occupies or
frequents it ; and it becomes interesting to trace the
successive local habitations of an old and renowned Uni-
versity, and its subordinate bodies.

The earliest statutes of the University of Glasgow
directed the solemn meetings, and indeed all meet-
ings of the members, to be—in loco per Rectorem depu-
tando—in such place as the Rector of the University
(the highest officer elected by themselves) should think
convenient, But the Rectors, for the most part canons,
and the Chancellor, the bishop, brought the meetings to
be usually held in their cathedral,—the cradle, indeed, of
the University.

The first general Chapter of the University, held in
1451, for the incorporation of members, met in the

1 This time, it was “ the Trades” of
(lasgow who stood by their exclusive
privileges, and would have strangled in
their birth the inventions which have
benefited their city even more than the
rest of the world; but “the University
interfered, made a grant in favour of
young Watt of a small room in their
own buildings, permitted him to esta-
blish a shop, and honoured him with
the title of their mathematical instru-
ment maker.”— Arago’s Eloge of James
Wuatt, translated by J. P. Muirhead,
1839, p. 11. That little shop in the

College buildings “ became a sort of aca-
demy, whither all the learned of Glas-
gow resorted to discuss points of the
greatest nicety in art, science, and litera-
ture.”—Ibid. p. 13. It was there that
Watt mended the model of Newcomen’s
steam-engine, and thus gave his mind to
improve the application of steam as a
motive power. How much turned upon
the patching of that toy! I believe
the little model repaired by James Watt
is still preserved with affectionate rever-
ence.
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Chapter-house of the Friars Preachers, where the College
Kirk now stands, and there forty members, mostly
Churchmen, several dignitaries of the Church, were at
once incorporated and sworn ; and Mr. David Cadyow,
precentor of the church of Glasgow, was chosen Rector.!
The next congregation, in the presence of the Bishop,
their Chancellor and founder, was held in the Chapter-
house of his Cathedral. And in the Chapter-house of
the Cathedral for the most part, sometimes-in the lower
Chapter-house, were the subsequent congregations of the
members of the University held, down to the time of the
Reformation.

The ancient statutes of the Faculty of Arts ordained
the annual meeting of the Masters and Students of that
Faculty, for the election of their Dean, to take place in
the Cathedral, at the Altar of St. Nicholas (probably in
the Crypt). But the first congregation of the Faculty
in 1451, was held in the Chapter-house of the Cathedral ;
the next in the Chapter-house of the Friars Preachers ;
the three following in the Crypt below the Chapter-
house of the Cathedral.? Sometimes the meetings of
the Faculty were at the statutory place, at the altar of
St. Nicholas, sometimes at the altar of the Virgin, both
in the Crypt, and occasionally in thes Chapter-house of
the friendly Friars.

It was in the Chapter-house of the Friars that Mas-
ter David Cadyow, “ Precentor of the Church of Glasgow
and Rector of this august University,” read lectures in

' He was continued Rector next year. feriori capitulo—that is, in the more
* In domo inferioris capituli—in in-  ancient and lower Chapter-honse.
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Canon Law, and Master William of Levenax lectured in
Civil Law, in the year 1460. Here, too, in 1521, Friar
Robert Lile, Prior of the Convent of Dominicans, and
Bachelor of Theology, in presence of the Rector, the
Dean of Faculty, and the other Masters, and under the
presidency of Dr. John Adamson, Provincial of the
Order in Scotland, “commenced” the reading of the
fourth book of the “ Sentences”—incepit pro jforma
lecturam quarti libri sententiarum.!

But before that time the Faculty of Arts had build-
ings which they called their “schools,” in which their
Masters taught ; a dwelling-place for students of Arts,
which was named ¢ collegium,” in which they had their
“ chambers” and common table. This, without any
doubt, was the building long known as the “auld peda-
gogy,”? in the Rotten Row.

It is not easy to determine when the schools and
chambers of the Faculty of Arts were removed from
their ancient seat to the new pedagogy, built on the pro-
perty bestowed upon them by Lord Hamilton in 1460.

I The notice is brief and not precise,
but it seems to record that Prior Lile on
that occasion received the degree of
Doctor of Theology in the congregation
of the University, held in the Church or
Chapter-house of the Friars Preachers.
The convent of the Dominicans, itself an
elder daughter of the episcopal church
of Glasgow (Book of our Lady College,
xxxviii.), and destined finally to be-
come the property of the University,
was probably chosen for those early
Academic solemnities on account of the
spacious buildings for which the monas-
teries of the Friars were everywhere re-
nowned, The history of the conventunal
Church of the Friars Preachers, through

all its fortunes, will be found in the
preface to the collection of their muni-
ments joined to the Book of our Lady
College.

Cum wvero duplicis generis sint col-
legia—alia in quibus docetur et exercetur
Juventus, quee pedagogia vulgo nuncu-
pant queeque regimini Decand et Facultatis
Artium subjacent . . . alie soli scholarivm
alimentationi deputata.—Andreas, Fasti
Lovanienses, 'We have only an allusion
to the titles of the parson of Luss's
house in the Ratton Raw, taken in feun
by the Laird of Luss, ‘and called Auld
Pedagogy,” which, it is feared, are now
lost.
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At a general congregation of the Faculty of Artsin
1453, after some provisions touching the “general re-
sponsions in the town”—in vico—as opposed, it would
seem, to the Chapter-house or Church, and even to the
Rotten Row, there is a levy ordered for repairing the
school “in the said place,” for general acts,” and fur-
nishing it with benches and a chair for the President.
In 1457, the Masters Regents were straitened in pay-
ing “the rent of the pedagogy,” by reason of the
poverty, war, pestilence, and fewness of students in the
preceding year; and next year and for five successive
years the Faculty gave all that was in its purse “for
building of the pedagogy”—in edificatione pedagogi—
circa edificationem domus pedagogii.

We may conclude that this was the “Collegium
Facultatis Artium,” in which the annual banquet of the
Faculty was to be celebrated on the Sunday or Feast
next after the Translation of St. Nicholas (9th May),
when all the Masters, Licentiates, Bachelors, and Stu-
dents, after hearing matins in the Chapel of St. Thomas
the Martyr, rode in solemn and stately procession, bear-
ing flowers and branches of trees, through the public
street, from the upper part of the town to the Cross, and
so back to the College of the Faculty, and there, amid
the joy of the feast,' the Masters took counsel for the
welfare of the Faculty, and ‘gave their diligence to re-
move all discords and quarrels, that all rejoicing in heart
might honour the prince of peace and joy. After the
hanquet the whole crowd of Masters and Students were

' Chum letitic corporalis refectionis.
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directed to repair to a more fitting place of amusement,
and there enact some interlude or other show to rejoice
the people.

In 1460, the Faculty was busied about “the con-
struction of a house on the south side of the College of
the Faculty of Arts” Now, if it be held that this
College of the Faculty of Arts was identical with the
pedagogy on which the Faculty had been bestowing its
common fund so long, the next notice settles where that
was, for it records “ the annexation and union of Sir
Thomas Arthurlee’s place or mansion to the pedagogy.”
This was in 1475, fifteen years after the Hamiltons had
granted to the Faculty of Arts the tenement on the east
side of the High Street, between the Convent of the
Friars Preachers on the south, and Sir Thomas Arthur-
lee’s land on the north, and eight years after Sir Thomas
Arthurlee had given to the Faculty his house and land,
which was their former boundary. In 1460, therefore,
the pedagogy, and if that was identical, the College of
the Faculty of Arts was in progress of building on the
east side of the High Street, between the Friars Preachers
and Arthurlee’s mansion—that is on the exact site of the
present College. But it is not doubtful that the “ peda-
gogy” of that time was the same with the “ College,” for
we find, in 1480, all the money in the Faculty purse de-
voted to the repairing of “the pedagogy or College”—
pedagogii sew collegis. On the 19th of October 1485,
the houses of the “pedagogy” were again in need of re-
pair against the approaching winter. Next year repairing

! The Masters were to be the actors, if possible.
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the “ riggin stainis” of the “ pedagogy” cost £4, 10s.
In 1491, Mr. Covyntre’s chamber in the *pedagogy”
required repair; and three years later ¢ Master John
Hutchison, having been active in building the new kit-
chen, and probably also in the repairing of the new hall
of the pethagogy, and having already held the honourable
office, was re-elected Dean of the Faculty, in considera-
tion of the great benefits he had conferred in the building
and repair of the « College of the Faculty of Arts.”

It seems to result from this enumeration that “the
old pedagogy” in Rotten Row was used by the Faculty
of Arts only in the very first years of the University—
being perhaps in existence and used as a Chapter school
before the Papal foundation’—that the Faculty of Arts
finding it insufficient before 1457, rented a place for
their schools, and in 1460 acquired by gift of the Hamul-
tons a tenement (probably the same previously rented),
on the site of which the present building of the College
stands. |

The buildings of the Pedagogy, or the College of the
Faculty of Arts, had not been completed when the storm
of the Reformation began. The Crown Charter of 1563
narrates that a part only of the schools and chambers
had been built. The unfinished edifice of that time
must have been a mere ruin in a century after, scarcely
to be used with advantage for more than the foundations
of a new structure. Upon the restoration of the College

1 Tt is not altogether unreasonable to  in 1582 —scholas canonwin ruinosas per
suppose that it may have been that quas servitur toty undversitati, and upon
school of the Chapter to which the Rec-  repair of which the University was at
tor called the attention of the University  considerable expense in 1590.
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the zeal for some time took a different direction, and it
was not till 1631 that preparations were made for restor-
ing the ruined buildings in part, and erecting the present
fabric on their site. The actual masonry was begun in
the following year, and the building as it now stands
may be said to have been completed in 1656. The sub-
scriptions of contributors, the details of the building, and
the accounts of its expense, are all given in the collec-
tion of the muniments—it may be thought by some at
too great length. The architect of the edifice is not re-
corded ; its characteristics are those of Heriot’s Hospital
and other Scotch erections of the time. Principal Fall
records with some pride, that in his time (in 1690) the
rail of stone ballusters was put up on the Great Stair
which carries up to the Fore Common Hall, “ with a
Lion and a Unicorn upon the first turn.”

While the present “ Collegium,” coming in the place
of the Faculty of Arts of the ancient University, enjoys
part of its property and its buildings in that character, it
must not be forgot that it represents at the same time
the ancient University itself, and it is in the latter capa-
city that it holds perhaps its most ancient possession n
mobilibus—tHE Mace. Mr. David Cadyow, precentor
of the Cathedral, and first Rector of the University, on
the occasion of his being re-elected to that office in
1460, made the munificent contribution of twenty nobles
towards the making of the University Mace, and the
members, by common consent of all the Nations in the
statutory congregation of the University, on the Feast
of St. Crispin and Crispinian 1465, submitted to a tax
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for the same common end.! Finally, in 1490, directions
were given for the reforming and correction of the silver
mace at the expense of the University. It would appear
that the emblem of office was now perfected, for no more
collections are found for it ; while in 1519, Master Robert
Maxwell, Chancellor of the diocese of Moray, being elected
Rector, and having regard to the safety of the more pre-
clous Mace, fit for only the most solemn occasions,
presented to the University a cane stafl, set with silver
at its extremities and middle, to be in all time coming
borne before the Rector on the smaller feasts and at
common meetings.

The Mace now preserved in the Faculty-room of the
University is of silver, measuring 4 feet 93 inches in
height, and weighing 8 Ib. 1 0oz. The top is hexagonal,
with a shield on each side. On the first shield are the
City arms : on the third, the arms of Douglas of Dal-
keith, as borne by the Regent Morton, the restorer of the
College ; the fourth has the coat of Hamilton, the first
endower ; the fifth, of Scotland ; the sixth, of Turnbull,
the founder of the University. The second shield is
occupied with the inseription (in modern letters), Hec
virga, empta fuit publicis A cademie Glasquensis sumpti-
bus A.D. 1465 : wn Galliam ablata, A.D. 1560 : et Aca-
demie restituta, 1590. The workmanship is very good,
and may be of the date asserted in the inscription, or a
little later. The arms upon the shields must have been
supplied after the “restoration,” or new erection of the

! The noble, an English coin, was half  in Scotch money, though our currency
a mark, or 6s. 8d. English. Its value al-  had not yet sunk to its lowest degrada
ready would have sounded much higher  tion,
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University, and, if at the same time with the inseription,
not earlier than last century.

Some records “of the common table,” and of what
may be called the domestic economy of the College, sug-
gest reflections not unmixed with regret. In all the
Universities of Scotland the old collegiate life so favour-
able for scholastic discipline has been abandoned. Per-
haps the increasing numbers rendered living in College
under the master’s eye inconvenient ; though some modi-
fication of the system of living in the Universities and the
great schools of England might meet the difficulty. The
present academic life in Scotland brings the master and
the student too little in contact, and does not enable the
teacher to educate in that which is more important than
scholastic learning, nor to study and train the temper,
habits, and character. If the alternative which has been
chosen inferred that the student enjoyed the benefit of
parental or domestic care when out of the lecture-room,
the change might be less objectionable ; but when we ob-
serve the crowds of young men brought from distant
homes to our Universities, dwelling at large and altogether
uncontrolled except in the class-room, we may look back
with some regret to the time when the good Regent of a
University, living among his pupils, came in the parent’s
place as well as master’s. But it was not only the dis-
cipline of the University that was benefited by the col-
legiate life. The spirit of fellowship that existed among
young men set apart for the common object of high
education was on the whole favourable though liable to
exaggeration and often running into prejudice. Nearly
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all that common feeling of the youth of a great Univer-
sity is gone.  The shreds of it that are preserved by the
dress, scarcely honoured in the crowded streets of a great
city, and the rare occurrence of a general meeting of
Students, serve only to suggest to what account it might
be turned for exciting the enthusiasm and raising the
standard of conduct among the youth of Scotland. If
collections of University muniments, in revealing the old
machinery of the scholar life, tend in any degree to the
renewal of the bond of common feeling among the
younger students, and of sympathy with their teachers,
they will not be useless.

It may be useful to point to two additional sources of
information. Principal Baillie’s Letters and Journals,
among a store of civil and ecclesiastical information,
give mnumerable notices of Glasgow College matters
which are rendered more interesting hecause no official
minutes of the College are preserved during that period.
To him especially we owe a full and very minute nar-
rative of the affairs of the University from the forced
abdication of Dr. Strang, and an amusing account of the
quarrels of Principal Gillespie with the Magistrates of
the city. The account of the University, published in
the last volume of the old Statistical Account of Scot-
land, is by Dr. Thomas Reid. Nothing that came from
his pen is insignificant, but this essay contains not only
valuable opinions of the philosopher living among the
nstitutions he is describing, but a history of the change
from collegiate life which demands attention here, be-
cause it is in some things opposed to the views expressed
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above. “It appears that the ancient constitution of the
University of Glasgow in the distribution of sciences and
modes of teaching, as well as in the form of its govern-
ment, was very similar to that of all the other Universi-
ties of Europe. The alterations which it has undergone
in later times are such as might be expected from the
changes of opinion with respect to literary objects, and
from other varying circumstances.” ¢ The University
of Glasgow was anciently possessed of a jurisdiction simi-
lar to that of the other Universities of Europe, and exer-
cised a similar discipline and authority over its members.
A great part of the students were accommodated with
lodgings in the College, and dined at a common table
under the inspection of their teachers. While this mode
of living continued, almost everything was the subject of
restrictions and regulations. But for a long time this
practice has been discontinued, and the severity of the
ancient discipline has been a good deal relaxed. The
lodgings in the College rooms, after the disuse of the
common table, became less convenient ; and at present,
no students live within the College, but a few of con-
siderable standing, whose regularity of conduct is per-
fectly known and ascertained.

“ These deviations from the ancient usage were intro-
duced from the experience of many inconveniences at-
tending it. The common table, by collecting a multitude
of students so frequently together, afforded encourage-
ment and temptations to idleness and dissipation ; and,
though the masters sat at table along with the students,
vet few advantages of conversation could be attained.
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. . . Besides, from a general alteration in the habits and
manners of the people, the academical rules in these
matters were found troublesome both to the teachers and
the students. Hence, attendance at the common table
became a kind of drudgery to the masters, from which
they endeavoured to escape, or to which they submitted
in their turns with reluctance ; while the students pro-
cured dispensations, or permissions to have their com-
mons in their own apartments. This latter was found
to be a source of expense and dissipation, not more un-
friendly to literature than to morals. The common table,
it is said, became a source of mismanagement and im-
position, which could not easily be remedied.

“This change in the mode of living has been attended
with much comfort and satisfaction to all the members
of the University, by superseding many strict regula-
tions, and of course rigorous penalties, which, in the
former situation, had been thought necessary. Neither
has it produced any bad effect upon the manners and
behaviour of the students. . . . The most certain and
effectual mode of discipline, or rather the best method of
rendering discipline in-a great measure useless, is by
filling up regularly and properly the time of the student,
by interesting him in the objects of his studies and pur-
suits, and by demanding, regularly and daily, an account
of his labours.” |



