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INTRODUCTION.

‘

T is now about twelve months fince I firft had the
honour of circulating among the Clergy of the
Church of Scotland a variety of Queries, for the pur.
pofe of elucidating the Natural Hiftory and Political
State of that Country. My original idea was, to have
drawn up from their returns a general Statiftical view
of North Britain, without any particular reference to
Parochial diftri@s. But I found fuch merit and abi.
lity, and fo many ufeful fats and important obferva-
tions in the anfwers which were fent me, that I could
not think of depriving the Clergy of the credit they
were entitled to derive from fuch laborious exertions;
and I was thence induced to give the Work 0 fhe
Public in its prefent fhape. ST

It would have been more dcﬁrable to: hzvc h‘ad:’

the accounts of the different Parithes arrangbd by: .

Prefbyteries: or Counties, for the purpofe of “cons

nexion, and to prevent repetition, where the circum-

Rances of the different diftricts were nearly fimilar.

But it was not to be expetted that complete informa.

tion refpeing any one of the larger divifions of the

Kingdom, could be at once obtained. It was there-
: fore
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fore thought moft advifable to throw as much varie.
ty as poflible into the Firft Volume, that the Reader
might be enabled to form fome general idea of the
Staté of the Kingdom éven from this parf of the
‘Work. Whether the fame plan is to be perfevered
in, pr whether more regularity and connexion are to
be attended to in future, will depend .on the unani.
mity and difpatch with which the Clergy tranfmit the
neceflary information to the Author.

The variety of bufinefs, both of a public and of a
private nature, in which I have of late been engaged,
has prevented me from arranging or abridging, fo
- completely as otherwife I thould have done, the an.
fwers included ip, this Volume; and, indeed, that
part of the Work muft be attended with confiderable
difficulty, unlefs the Clergy in general will do, what
many uf them bave very fuccefsfully executed, name.
ly,: mmfmlt their accounts prepared for immediates
.pub.lxcahon Anfwers to the Queries, however, which

-.':-.baud *béen., cxbculated are ftill requefted ; but, where
s e‘qna{ly convenient, it is certainly more defirable’
it - tye.Clergy thould confider the Queries merely as

am-fo inguiry ; and the models which are pow fet|
before them, together with the annexed Analyfis, will
be of fervice in pointing out the beft mode of drawe,
ing up the Statiftical Account of the different dir
Rricts,

I




¢ vt )
It would be improper to conclude without retutning
my beft acknowledgments to the Clergy in general, for
the attention they have paid to the different requifi-
tions with which I have _troubled them, and for the
very polite and flattering manner with which they have
perfonally addrefled themfelves to me on the occafion.
The fpirit and alacrity with which they have enga-
ged in fo laborious an undertaking muft ever do
them infinite credit; and they muft feel the utmoft
fatisfaltion from the refle&tion, that they have con.
tributed to the formation of a Work, of which it
may be truly faid, in the words of a refpe&able citi-
zen of this country *, ¢ That no Publication of equat
¢ information and curiofity has appeared in Great
¢ Britain fince Dooms.day Book; and that, from the
¢ ample and authentic fa&s which it records, it muft
“ be reforted to by every future Statefman, Philofo.
¢ pher, and Divine, as the beft bafis that has ever
“ yet appeared for political fpeculation,”

" George Dempfter, Ef¢;

8DIN. MAY 2§.
179 | O
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ANALTYSTIS
oF
The Statiftical Account of a Parochial Difiricts

As many of the Clergy may be defirous of having a particu-
lar form laid down for drawing up the Statiftical Account
of their refpeQtive Parithes, the following plan for that
purpofe is fubmitted to their confideration.

‘The name, and its origin

Situation and extent of the parifh

Number of acres

Defcription of the foit and furface

Nature and extent of the fea coaft .
Lakes, rivers, iflands, hills, rocks, caves, woods, orclm'ds, &c.
Climate and difeafes

Inftances of longevity

State of property

Number of proprietors
" Number of refiding proprietors -

Mode of cultivation

Implements of hufbandry

Manures

Seed-time and harveft
. Remarkable inftances of good and bad feafors
Quantity and value of each fpecies of crop

Total value of the whole produce of the diftrict
Total real and valued rent
Price of gtain and provifioms

Totd
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Total quantity of grain and other articles confumed in the
parith
Wages and price of labour
Services, whether exacted or abolifhed
Commerce
Manufattures
Manofature of kelp, its amount, and the number of people
employed in it
Fitheries
Towns and villages
Police
Inns and ale-houfes
Roads and bridges
Harbours
Ferrices, and their ftate
Number of fhips and veflels
_ Number of feamen
State of the church
Stipend, maalfe, glebe, and patron
Nuomber of poor
Parochial funds, and the management of them
State of the fchools, and number of fcholars
Antient ftate of population
Caufies of its increafe or decreafe
Number of families
Exa& amount of the number of fouls now living
Divifion of the inhabitants
1. By the place of their birth
2. By their ages )
3. By their religious perfuafions
4- By their occupations and fituation in life
§. By their refidence, whether in town, village, or in the
country :
Vor. L | ] Number
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Number of houfes

w———— uninhabited houfes

dove-cots, and to what extent they ave deftruftive
to the crops .

w———— hortfes, their nature, and yalue

carttle and ditto '

theep and ditto

fwine and ditta

Miaerals in general

Mineral fprings

Coal and fuel

Eminent men

Antiquities

Parochial records

Mifcellaneous obfervations

Charatter of the people

Their manners, cuftoms, ftature, &c,

Advantages and dif:dvaiazes

Meaas by which their fituation ¢ould be meliorated

C O. N«
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STATISTICAL ACCOUNT
oF '

S COTULAND

PART I

R —
NUMBER L

PARISH OF JEDBURGH

]
From Materials furnifbed by the Rev. Dr. THOMAS SOMERS
VILLE Minifler of Fedburgh. )

Origin of the Name.
N a charter granted by William the Lyon of Scotland, td
the abbot and monks of Jedburgh, in the year 1165 %,
the names of Jedwarth and Jedburgh are promifcuoufly-
uled ; but in modern times the name of Jedburgh alone is
retained. The name is fometimes written with a G; and is
faid to be derived from the Gadeni, a tribe who antiently in-
habited the whole traét of country that lies between Nor:
thumberland and: the river Tiviot. It was perhaps the capis
tal city belonging to the tribe, and hence obtained the name
of Gadburgh or Jedburgh.

Vor. L A Extent,

® A fac fimile copy of this charter was publithed at Edins
burgh by A. Bell, anno 17714 '
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Extent,—The extent of this parifh is confiderable, being

about thirteen miles long, and in fome places not lefs than fix

or feven miles broad : But the figure is irregular, being fre.

* quently interfected by the parifhes of Oxnam and Southdean.
It is bounded by Northumberland on the fouth and fouth-
caft, by the parifh of Oxnam on the eaft, by Southdean on
the fouth'and fouth-weft, by Bedrule on the weft, by Ancrum
on the north and north-weft, and by Crailing on the north-
caft.

Situation and Surface.—~The parifh is fitvated within the
county of Roxburgh or Tiviotdale. It is the feat of 2
prefbytery, (that of Jedburgh) and belongs to the fynod of
Merfc and Tiviotdale. The foil is various. The lower part
of the parifh, lying upon the banks of the Tiviot, is flat, and
in general confifts of light loam 3 but fome part of it is gra-
velith, and fome deep clay. By far the greater part of the
parifh, however, confifts of hills and fheep farms. The hills
are gencrally green and dry; but the interjacent flats are co-
vered with bent, and rather fwampy. On the whole, not
above a fifth or fixth part of the parith confifts of arable
ground.

Climate, Difeafes, {'c.—The climate alfo varies in different
ports of the parith. It is often mild and temperate in the
town of Jedburgh, environed with the high bapks of the ad-
jacent river, while it is fharp and cold at the diftance of
a mile or two, The town itfclf is peculiarly healthy, fewer
epidemical diftempers prevailing therg than in the neigha.
bouring towns of Hawick and Kelfo. The rheumatifm is
the moft common diforder, which, though not frequent a-
mong people of better ftation, who are comfortably cloth-
ed, fed, and lodged, is neverthelefs very general among the
poorer fort of people, particularly fuch as are advanced in

life,
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life, who, in confequence of their miferable mode of living, and
ftill more of the coldnefs and dampnefs of their houfes, owing
partly to the fcarcity and high price of fewel, have too much
reafon to complain of what they call the pains, or the pains
within them. The air, however, on the whale, being very
falubrious, there are many inftances of longevity in the pa-
rifh. An old woman, who died 1§ years ago, faid that fhe
wras 165 ; but her name was not in the parith record. There
are feveral now living, both in the town and country part of
the parifh, above 8o. Many have furvived go-during the in-
cumbency of the prefent minifter ; and there are three per-
fons in the town, now living, who are above go. There is
alfo a fhepherd in the g4th year of his age, who atteads his
flock as ufual. The ravages which the {fmall-pox formerly
made have been greatly mitigated, innoculation being of late
very general and very 4uccefsful.  In order to reconcile the
minds of the common people to this ufcful practice, the he
ritors of Jedburgh, about ten years ago, allowed a fmall fuin
¢o defray the expence of innoculating the children of the
poor, at a period when the difeafe was peculiarly fatal. This
gencrous defign was attended with the bappieft fuccefs; a-
mong a thoufand patients, innoculgted by Dr Lindfay ia
the courfe of above 20 years praltice, only two have beean lott,
and there is the ftrongeft reafon to believe that thefe two had
been previoufly infeted in the natural way. The other phy-
Licians and furgeons of the place have alfo been, it is believ-
ed, equally fortunate in this important branch of their practica.

Rivers.—~The river Jed, which runs through this parifh,
has its fource in the north fide of the Carter-hill, in the pa~
stth of Southdean, about the diftance of fourteen miles from
ghe town of Jedburgh ®, It abounds with trouts, particu~

larly

® On the fouth fide of the fame hill, the tiver Tyne, which
auns by MNewcaftle, takes its rife. '
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Jarly with a fpecies of fmall red trout, of an excellent Savour.
The river Tiviot alfo paffes through this parifh ; the banks of
which at firft are fteep, and its courfe rapid, yet afterwards
jt flows in beautiful curves, through wide and fertile haughs.
Inaddition to its natural, it is to be hoped, that, in time, it will
have artificial ftreams, as it is believed, from a late furvey, that
a canal might be carried from the fea to Ancrum Bridge. At
prefcnt, however, there are no internal commeodities to com-
penfate for the great expenge which fuch a work would re-
quire. :

Mineral Springs.—There are two chalybeate fprings near
Jedburgh, and there are appearances of more in different places
of the parith, which have never been yet properly inveftigated.
One of the former, called Tud Hope Well, has been ufed with

fuccefs in fcorbutic, and, it is faid, in rheumatic diforders.

Hills.—The moft remarkable hill in the neighbourhood of
Jedburgh, is the Dunian, which is fituated partly in the pa~
rith of Jedburgh, and partly in that of Bedrule. Its eleva-
tion above the level of the fea is 1024 fect. The ridge of
hills on the fouth fide of the parith of Jedburgh, contiguous
to the Englith border, is confiderably higher, but arifing from
an elevated bafe, the clevation is not fo ftriking. The tops of
thefe hills are in general conical, and thofe who are attached
to fuch ideas, are at no lofs to difcover a variety of circum~
ftances fayoyrable to the volcanic fyftem. ‘

Woods.—About fifty years ago the parith of Jedburgh a-
pounded with wood. A few old oaks, clms, beeches, plains,
and weeping willows ftill remain. The wood, which begins
to rife from the old ftocks upon the banks of the Jed, together
with a varicty of new plantations, form a beautiful and ro-

mantic
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mantic {cene on the road from Jedburgh to Northumber-
land. ‘

Caves.—Veftiges of artificial caves appear upon the
banks of the river Jed, particularly two large caves dug
out of the rock at Hundalee and Linthanghlee. Their di-
menfions cannot now be afcertained, being, from the fteep-
nefs of the rock or bank, almoft inacceffible; but they are
defcribed by old perfons, who have formerly entered into
them when the accefs was lefs difficult, as confifting of three
apartments, onc on cach hand of the entrance, and a larger
one behind, which had the appearance of a great room.
They were probably ufed as hiding places, or ftrong holds to
thelter the inhabitants in the neighbourhood upon any fude
den incurfion by Englith invaders.

Migratory Birds.—The wood-lark, bulfinch, and king's-
fither have been frequently found on the banks of the Jed.
The plover, fieldfare, and dotorel, abound in the fouth and hil-
ly parts of the parith. In the winter of 1788, during a fe.
vere fall of fnow, a golden crefted wren made its appearance.
The fize of it was much {maller than the common wren; the
colour of the body nearly the fame; but the head was adorn-
¢d with feathers of a beautiful orange colour and gold. ‘

Number of Horfes, Sheep, &'c.—There are 414 horfesin the
parith, aad it is believed above 8oco fheep. There are fome
black cattle and horfes bred for fale, but more for private ufe.
A great number of cattle are bought in the autumn, and fed
upon the foggage or after-grafs, and upon turnips. In regard
to fheep it may be proper to obferve, that the value of wool,
in the neighbourhood of Jedburgh, has been greatly increaf
jog forfcveral years pat. The white wool in this parifh has

been
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been fold at from 18s. to 20s per ftone for the laft three years,
and the wool laid with tar at 15s, 16s. and fome of it at 18s.
In the lower part of the country, fome farmers in Beaumont-
Water fold their .wool laft feafon at L.1:2:0 per flone.
Seven or cight fleeces generally go to a ftone,

Population.~There is every reafon to believe, that the po-
pulation of this and of the neighbouring parithes has greatly
diminifhed fince the commencement of the prefent century.
Some years after the Union, and even when the returns were
made to Dr. Webfter about forty years ago, the number of
inhabitants in the parith was fuppofed to be about 6ooo.
There is no evidence, however, of any particular enumeration
having been made. At prefent they do not exceed half that
number. The inhabitants of the town were numbered with
great accuracy about fifteen years ago, ahd fell (hort of 2000.
The inhabitants of the country part of the parith do not ex-
ceed 8oc; and there are only two or three villages contain-
ing about 100 fouls. The veftiges of uninhabited howfes are
to be feen both in the town and in the country. This de-
creafe is partly to be attributed to the Union between the
two kingdoms, by which the trade of Jedburgh was, in a great
meafure, ruined, and the population of the town diminithed
of confequence ; and partly to the union of farms, which has
depopulated the country.

Effeéts of the Union on the Borders.—The Union of the Par-
liaments of England and Scotland, has in fome refpeéts pro-
duced an effet very different from what might have been
expe@ed from it. Inftead of promoting the increafe, it has
contributed to the diminution, of the people upon the Bor-
ders. Befides, the influence of various natural propenfities,
which induced men to flock to the {cene where 1&ive talents

were
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were conftantly employed, honour acquired, and the @rong-’
eft national antipathies gratified, there were obvious confider~
ations of intereft, which rendered the fituation of the Borders
more cligible, after violence and hoftility were reprefled, by
the unidn of the two Crowns, and the confequent interpofi-
tion of the legifiature of both kingdoms. The inhabitants of
the Borders, while the taxes and the commercial regulations
of the two kingdoms were different, enjoyed the opportunity
of carrying on a very advantageous contraband trade, without
danger to their perfons or fortunes. Into England they im-
ported, falt, fkins, and malt, which, till the Union, paid no
duties in Scotland ; and from England they carried back
wool, which was exported from the Frith of Forth to France,
with great profit. The veftiges of forty malt-barns and
kilns are now to be feen in the town of Jedburgh,
while at prefent there are only three in atual occupation ;
and the corporation of fkinners and glovers, formerly the
moft wealthy in that town, have, fince the Union, greatly di-
minithed, both in regard to opulence and number. The pro-
prittors of cftates upon the Borders were well aware of the
detriment which their property would fuffer by the incorpo-
rating Union, and in general firenuoufly oppofed it ; and the
commiffioners for carrying on that treaty, were fo fenfible of
the lofs they would fuftain, that they agreed to appro-
priate part of the equivalent money, as it was called, to their
indemnification and benefit *.

The Union has alfo been the caufe of the-depopulation of
the Border country, by enlarging the fphere, and facilitating
the means of emigration. While the two countries were in -

a

* See Defoe’s Hillory of the Union, minute 47. obfervation
47.
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a hoftile ftate, there was ncither inducement nor opportunity
to move from the one to the other. The inhabitants often
made inroads upon one another ; but when the incurfion was
over, they returned to their own homes. Their antipathy and
refentments were a rampart which excluded all focial inter-
courfe, and mixture of inhabitants. In this fituation, mifcone
duét and infamy at home were the only motives to emigration,
and while this was the cafe, the exchange of inhabitants would
be nearly at a par: But after the Union of the two kingdoms,
and- the decline or extinétion of national antipathies, the ba-
lance arifiing from the interchange of inhabitants would run
much in favour of the more wealthy country. Artificers
and labourers would naturally refort where wages were -high-
er, and all the accommodations of life were more plentiful,
efpecially if this could be effectgd without the umpleafing
idea of relinquithing home. To¥pafs from the Borders of
Scotland into Northumberland, was rather like going into ae
nother parifh than into another kingdom.

Union of Farms.—The monopoly of farms, or the conjoin-
ing a number of fmall pofieflions into one, has long been
prevalent in this part of the kingdom. There are inftances
in this, and in the neighbouring parithes, of individuals
renting and farming lands formerly poffefied by fix, eight, or
ten tenants; and there are inftances, particularly of fheep
farmers, holding two, or three farms in diftant parts of
the country, each of which was formerly confidered as fuffi.
ciently large and extenfive for one perfon. On the whole,
this has not perhaps contributed to make the condition of the
lower ranks of people worfe, nor to diminith the population
of the kingdom at large, though it certainly has had the ef-
fett of reducing the number of the inhabitants in every diftrict
where fuch a junction has taken place.

Birthig
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Births, Deaths, and Marriages—The number of births
within the parith of Jedburgh exceed go per annum. The
burials in the parith church amount, at an average of three
years, only to 49; but then, fome familjes, in the country
part of the parifh, continue to byry in an old chapel ground,
five miles fouth of Jedburgh, and feveral in the churche
yards of Oxnam and Southdean; fo that no cettain concly-
fion can be formed upon this article. The number of mar-
riages, at an average for the Iaft three years, amounts only to
22; but it muft be obferved, that there are many irregular
marriages in this parifh and neighbourhcod.

Rent of ihe Parifb—The valued rent of the parith is
L. 23,264 : 6: 10 Scots; the real rent, probably, above L. 7000
Sterling. The rent of the land varies, Sheep farms let from
3s. 6d. to gs. peracre, Some arable farms at the rate of
108, 15s. and even 205. Land in the immediate neigh-
bourhgod of the town of Jedburgh, at from L. 2 to L. 3.
Houfes, in the town, from 10s. to L. 15 per anaum.

Number of Proprietors, Tenants, &c.—There are fixteen
greater, and a confiderable number (about a hundred) of
fmaller proprietors, called here Portioners, from their having
a fmall portion of land belonging to them. Of the greater
proprictors, eight, either occafionally, or conftantly, refide
" inthe parifh. There are two farmers who pay above L. 300
perannum ; three who pay above L. 200; about fourteen
who rent above L, 100; and a number of fmaller tenants.
There are three phylicians, three furgeons, and ten writers,
or attorneys. ’

Crops.—The principal crops in the parifh, are oats and
tarley. Of late years, a confiderable quantity of wheat is
Yor. 1. B fown
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fown in the ground immediately furrounding the town of
Jedburgh, and fome on Tiviot fide ; but little or none in the
fouth part of the parifh. Turnips and potatoes are a gene-
ral crop all over this country, The culture of turnips, in
particular, has been much ftudied, and is greatly extended ;
every farmer laying out a great portion of his land in
them. The foil of this country is belicved to be more fuit- s
able to the growth of turnips, than that of any other part of
Scotland. Formerly they were accuftomed to feed cattle, in
the houfe, with turnips; but it is now found more profitable,
and has become more frequent, to let the fheep eat them in
the fields. It may be proper to obferve, that, from the ex-
perience of fome of the moft fkilful farmers, calves and fheep-
hogs may be fed, with great profit and fafety, upon turnips ;
and that young beafts fed on turnips attain the fame fize and
value, at two years old, that they formerly did at three, when
fed on grafs. It was formerly a common prejudice in this
country, and fiill prevails in other places, that turnips were
noxious to young animals.

A confiderable quantity of peafe, a few beans, a great quan-
tity of clover and rye-grafs, are fown in this parith ; but little
flax or hemp, excepting fome for private ufe. Oats are fown
from the beginning of March to the end of April. Early
oats have been much ufed of late, and are found to be a great
improvement. The barley is fown from the middle of April
to the end of May; The turnips from the beginning of June
to the middle of July: The greater portion, I believe, in
drills, Some wheat is fown in September, but more in Oc-
tober. The wheat is generally fown after potatoes, or fal-
low; the barley, and grafs feeds, after turnips; oats upon
ley, or after fallow, or pairing and burning. A greater quan-
tity of every fpecies of grain, than what is neceffary for the

' maintenance
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* maintenance of its inhabitants, is raifed within the bounds of

this parith, There may, perhaps, be fome doubt with refpet

to wheat; but it is certain that oats, and oat-meal, arc ex-
ported in confiderable quantitics to Lothian and Tweedale,

Orchards—A great quantity of pears grow in the gardens
or orchards of the town of Jedburgh. The trees, though
very old, are remarkably fruitful; and it is calculated that
the value of the fruit amounts, at a medium, to about L. 300
per annum.

EBeclefaftical State of the Parifb.~There are four clergymen
in the town of Jedburgh; the minifter of the Eftablithed
Church, of the Relief congregation, of the Burgher, and the
Antiburgher, feceders. Their refpective examination rolls are
as follows: Eftablithed Church 8qo; Relief congrégation
1200 ; Burgher congregation 600; Antiburgher 150. 'Total
2750 examinable perfons; that is, perfons from fix to feven
years old, and upwards. In order to account for the great pro-
portion of diffenters, it muft be obferved, that the fe&t called
the Relief Congregation had its origin in Jedburgh. In the
year 1755, the council, and the generality of the inhabitants
of the town, applied for a prefentation to Mr Bofton, mipi-
fter of Oxnam, and being difappointed in that application,
built a large meeting-houfe, by contribution, and invited Mr
Bofton to be their minifter; feveral of the moft fubfantial
members of the congregation binding themfelves to pay him
L. 120 per annum. He accepted of their call ; and prevailed
upon Mr Gillefpie, who had been depofed for difobedience
to the orders of the General Aflembly, to join him, under
the denomination of the Prefbytery of Relief; profefling to
differ from the Eftablithed Church upon no other point, than
the right of patrons to appoint minifters againft the inclina-

. tions
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tions of the people. This fe®t, more accommodating to the
fpirit of the times, have quickly fpread over Scotland, andy
probably, comprchend the greateft part of the Scotch
. diffenters. Near a half of all the families in the parith of

edburgh, and a great proportion of the families in all the -
8 1 3 great propo

furrounding parifhes, arc members of this congregation.
There are not more than five or fix who profefs the Epifco-
pal religion, and there are no Catholics, in the parifh.

The prefent incumbent, Dr. Thomas Somerville, was ad«
mitted minifter of Jedburgh in 1773. His predeceflors were
Meflrs Semple, M<Kay, Ruct, Winchefter, Douglas, and
M¢Knight, which laft he fucceeded in the charge. He has been
married twenty years, and has two fons and four daughters.
The King is patron of the parifh. The living confifts of 169
bolls, half oat-meal and half barley, Linlithgow meafure 3
L. 44 in money, a manfe, and a glebe of feven Englith acres,
in all amounting to about L. 150 per annum in value. A part
of the old Abbey Church is ftill ufed as the place of wor-
fhip. The manfe was built about 6o years ago, and has of-
ten been repaired at a great expence.

-Staze of the Poor.—The number of poor upon the courtry
roll of the parith amounts to 55, and of thofe in the town
roll to 37. They are maintained by affeflinents. For fup-
porting the county poor, a tax is laid upon the different pro-
prietors of land, in proportion to the valued rents. The
common method of proceeding in this bufisiefs is as follows :
‘The minifter intimates from the pulpit, that on fach a day a

meeting of the heritors and elders is to be held, for the pur-

pofe of making a provifion for the maintenance of the poor
for the enfuing quarter. Thefe meetings generally take place
near the term of Candlemas, Whitfunday, Lammas, and

) Martinmas,
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Martinmas. Upon the day of meeting the heritors elet 2
prefes, after which the minutes of the former federunt, and
the roll of the poor are read by the clerk. Forming a cal-
culation from the number 2lready ftanding upon the roll, and
the applications made to them, the heritors aflefs theinfelves
in a certain fum to be colleted from them feverally, accor-
ding to the proportion of their valued rents. The proprie-
tor pays onc half of the afleffment, and the tenant the other.
Though the tenants are not mentioned in the {ummons, yet
fuch of them as chufe to attend are made welcome, and their
advice and information litened to by the meeting. ihe
fum affefled is raiféd by the heritors and kirk-feflion to-
gether, in fuch proportions as feem adequate to the neceffi-
ties of the poor. Such perfons as are reduced to the neceffi-
ty of applying to the heritors for charity, from any acciden-
tal tranfient caufe, fuch as difeafe or misfortune, receive what
is called as interim fupply, i. e. a certain fum for that.quarter
only : The aged and infirm, and fuch as are likely to continue
under the fame neceflity of depending upon public chari-
ty, arc taken upon the poors roll at a certain weckly allow-
ance. The perfons taken upon the roll are obliged to fub-
fcribe a bond or deed of conveyance, making over and be-
quecathing all their effes to the heritors ; and though the
heritors feldom exaét their effelts, yet the fubfeription of the
bond ferves as a check to prevent perfons, who may be pof-
fefled of concealed property, from alienating the public ch-
rity. The fum affefled is levied by a colletor, appointed by
the heritors, and diftributed by him to the perfons admitted
upon the roll, according to the proportions allotted to them.
This mode of providing for the parochial poor was adopted
in the parith of Jedburgh anno 1742, when the number of
the poor increafing, from the fearcity and high price of pro-
vifions, the heritors ‘and kirk-feffion were obliged to have re-
courfe
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courfe to the legal method of obtaining the contributions of
abfent proprictors. Thefe monthly affefiments have varied
from two fhillings to three thillings and fix-pence per quarter,
on each hundred pounds of valued rent. The affcfiment for
the laft twelve months was at the rate of three fhillings per
quarter, byt did not produce the fum required, viz. L. 37:8:8
per quarter.  The deficiency is made up from the weekly col-
le&ions.

The poor belonging to the borough of Jedburgh, are pro-
vided for by a plan in fome refpeéts, fimilar to, but in
others materially different from, that above defcribed. The
magiftrates hold quarterly meetings, in which they affefs the
borough for the maintenance of their poor, and portion the
fums in the fame manner as the heritors do; but the aflefl~
ment is not proportioned to the value of the property of in-
dividuals within the royalty; but according to a valuation of
the property of the burgeiics and inhabitants, eftimated by
fworn afleflors appointed by the magiftrates. The afleflors,
in forming their calculation, and fixing the portion of affefl~
ment to which each individual is liable, have refpeét not only
to oftenfible property, but to the profits of trade, and other
fuppofed advantages. It is obvious that fuch a vague and ar-
bitrary mode of calculation, is extremely liable to partiality

- and error.

The fums appropriated for the maintenance of each indi-
vidual vary, according to the circumftances of the claiinant.
To fingle perfons who can do no work, a thilling, one fhil-
ling and fix-pence, one thilling and eight-pence is allowed
weekly. Six-pence, eight-pence, ten-pence to thofe who are
infirm and receive fmall wages. Eiglt, tem twelve, and
fometimes twenty fhillings per quarter have been allowed for

' " interim




of Jedburghi 15

imterim fupply. There are few inftances of any family re-
ceiving above two fhillings, or two fhillings zud fix-pence per
week. Thefe proportions.refer to the poor belonging to the

country part of the parith 3 but the allowance given to the -

poor of the town is more fcanty and inadequate.

Befides the affeffinents above-mentioned, the town of Jed-
burgh holds the principal fum of L. 422 upon bond to the
féffion, arifing from the accamulation of various legacies, the
intereft of which is anaually diftributed according to the def-
tination of the donors: Some of it for educating poor chil-
dren, fome for the relief of poor hoifeholders, fome appro-
priated to the poor within the town, and fome to the peor
of the town and country equally. A great portion of thefe
charities arifes from legacies of the Lady Yefter, who was
the daughter of Kerr of Fairnyherft in this parith, and ee-’
lebrated for her charity. A bridewell or correétion-houfe
has been lately erected in the town, at the expence of the he-
ritors of the county at large, and has been found very ufeful
in overawing vagrants, punithing fmaller offences, and, par-
ticularly, for the accommodation of perfons difordered in
mind, who are maintained there at the expence of the pa-
rithes to which they belong.

Language.—The common people in the neighbourhood of
Jedburgh pronounce many words, particularly fuch as end in
a guttural found, with a remarkable broad, and even harth
accent. They ftill make ufe of the old Scotch diale&t. Many
of the names of places, however, arc evidently derived from
the Erfe, and expreflive of their local fituation in that lan-
guage. For inftance,—Dunian, Fobn’s Hill ;—Minto, Kids
Hill ;—Hawick, Village on a River ;—Ancrum, anciently calle
ed Alnicromb, a Crook in the River ; &c. &c.

Manners
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Manners and Morals of the Pesple—There is rather 2 want
of induftry in the town of Jedburgh, owing to the deftruc-
tive influence of borough politics ; but to this rule there are
many exceptions; and the common labourers in the country
are remarkable for the quantity of work which they perform.
In general, it may be obferved, that all ranks of people live '
more foberly, and are lefs addited to drinking, than they
were fome years ago; and that perfons in a better fituation
are charitably difpofed, and were particularly liberal in their
contributions for the relief of the poor, after the unfortunate
feafon of 1782. Crimes are becoming every day more rare.
Only one inftance of fuicide has occurred for thefe 17 years
paft; and no inhabitant of the parifh has been banithed for
thefe many years. Five have fuffered capital punifhments;
but not one of them for murder. It is, indced, one of the
mott firiking evidences of the progrefs of civilization, and one
of the moft pleafing cffets of a regular government, that in a
country, formerly the fcene of depredating viélcnce, fewer
inftances of crimes, or of punithments, have occurred during
the laft 5o years, than perhaps in any other diftrict of equal
extent in the kingdom.

Advantages and Difadvantages.~The principal difadvantage
under which this parith labours, is its great diftance from
coal, which is found to be the cheapeft fewel, though there
are feveral large peat mofies in many parts of the neighbour
hood. The neareft coal to Jedburgh is at Ryechefter, diftant
about 20 miles, on the Englith border. Some Lothian coal
is brought by the carts which carry grain to the Dalkeith
market, and is fold at nearly the fame price with the Englith.
The county, in general, and the ncighbourhood of Jedburgh
in particular, is likely to derive great advantage from the im-
provement and extenfion of roads, which does great honour

to
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te the ativity and public fpirit of the gentlemen who have
promoted them. There is.a turnpike road now carried from
Jedburgh to Newcaftle, which fhortens the diftance from
thence to Ediphurgh confiderablys and there is at prefent i
profpedt of carrying one, in a direct line, from Jedburgh to
Boroughbridge in Yorkfhire, which conld not fail of being
frequented, as it would render the road between London and
Edinburgh nearer by 38 miles than by Berwick,

Vor. L C ’ NU M‘!:
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From Jlaterz’alfﬂrnyb:d by'the Rev: Dr. Bryce JoRNSTOR,
Minifler of that Parifb.

Origin of the’ Name.

OLyYwoop is evidently derived from the holy wood,

or grove of oak trees, which furrounded a large Drui-

dical temple, Rill ftanding, within half a mile of the parith

church. It is formed of twelve very large whin or moor

ftones, as they are called, which inclofe a circular piece of

ground of about eighty yards in diameter. The oaks have

now all perithed ; but there is a tradition of their exifting in

the laft age. Many of their roots have been dug out of the

ground by the prefent minifter; and he has ftill on¢ of them
in his poffeflion.

Situation, Extent, and Surface.—The parifh lies in the divifion
of the county of Dumfries called Nith{dale, in the Pretbytery
and Synod of Dumfries. It is about ten Englith miles long,
and onc and an half broad, on an average. It is bounded by
the parifh of Dumfries on the eaft ; by Terregles, Kirkpatrick-
Irongray, and Kirkpatrick-Durham, on the fouth ; by a fmall
part of Glencairn, and by a large track of Dunfcore, on the
weft and north; and by Kirkmahoe on the north-caft. Be-

ing




Ing fituated, in she middle of- d-broad valley, it is in’ gerieril
flat and low Jand. ’l'he hills- irx the. panih mn«ther lngh

Rmur.-The river Nith run&along the whole of thc m& end
of the parith, interfecting it, however, in ane place. for above
a mile in length. The river Cluden, alfo a confiderable one,
runs alang the fouth fide of the parith above ¢ight miles, and
interfets it in three places, emptying itfelf into the Nith in
the fouth-eaft corner of the -parifh, near the old College or
Provoftry of, Lincluden, which fiands on the Galloway fide
of the river, in the parith of- Tcrrggla. :

Fyb.—'l'h: Cludcn abounds in fipe burn trouts, a few pnke
of a middle fize, and of exccllent quality, fome falmon, fome
fea trout, and herlings ®*. The Nith produces the fame kinds
of fith, but with this difference, that the herlings, fea trousy
and falmon, arc much more plentiful i in it than in the Clu-
den. One peculiarity deferves pamcular notice.: Though the
two rivers join at the fouth-caft corner of the parith, each
has its own diftin& fpecies of falmon. The Cluden falmon
arc confiderably thicker and thotter in their body, and great-
ly thorter in their head, than thofe of the Nigsh. . The bura
trouts abound in the fpring and fummer; the herlings and
fea trout in July and Auguft; and the’ falmon from the be-
ginning of March to the beginning of Oftober. The falmoa
is in the greateft perfection in June and July. In the fpring
it fells for about one fhilling a pound of 16 ounces, and grai

: dually

® Herlings are a fmall kind of trout, a little Jarger than a
herring, and fhaped like a falmon; its flefh.is reddith, like that
of the falmon or fea trout, but confiderably paler. They abound
in all the rivers in this part of the country,-and have the ounte
of herling in all the adjoining parifhes®
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doally decréafes in pricé, ss.the fcafon advinees, to 2§d. §
pound, Itisall fold inthe town of Dumfried, adid to the
families in the adjacent country. Dumfries being fo near,
and many of the fithermen living in the town, the price in
that market, and on the fpot where it is caught in this parith,
is always the fame. The prices of the other kinds of fith are
always a little Jower than that of falmon; and théy rife and
fall with it. About ten years ago, the price of fith in this
gountry was fcarcely half of what it is at prefent. The in-
treafed price is perhaps owing, in part, to the increafed cons
fomption, and luxury of the inhabitants, but principatly to
the great demand for this fith, to fupply the rich and popi
lous manufalturing towns in Lancathire; for, within thefe
laft ten years, very confiderable quaatities of freth falmon
Rave been fent, by land carriage, into that country, from the
Solway Frith, and the mouths of all the rivers that rup into
%

84i).—~The {bil of this parith is of four different kinds, viz.
a confiderable tract of land, about a fourth part of the parith,
in the eaft, along the river Nith, and, on the fouth, for about
{even miles up the river Cluden, is a deep rich light loam, and
free from ftones: 2d, Another fourth part, contiguous to the
former, is a light dry fertile foil, lying on a bed of fandy gra-
vel, producing heavy crops of corn and grafs in a fhowery
feafon; but it is greatly parched up in dry feafons: 3d, An.
other fourth part, which joins this laft, is a deep firong loam,
interfperfed with ftones, upon a tilly bed ; it is naturally wet,
{tiff to plough, and not fo fertile as cither of the two former;

but, when drained, limed, and properly wrought, more pro-

dutive both of corn and grafs than cither of them, in
all varicties of feafon, excepting only a cold and wet fummer.
4th, The remaining part, which is hilly, is fomewhat fimilar

0y to
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to the lift; ofily not fo decp and' wef 3--it pt'odiéc:"am of
grafs, ncither very fine por very cosrfe, which, in fore of

the higher parts of tho hillsy is mized' mchhmh,anda&w.

dm'lnrdweécls

Al

Air, chmu, &6.—The air is dry; dnd remarkably whole.

fome. The fingular healthinefs of the inhabitants may, hows
ever, be attributed to the following caufes. They do not
live in towns, or even villages; they are not employed in fe-
dentary occupations j being cither country gentlemen ot far-
mers, they live in houfés detached from cach other ; they are
engaged in allive employments in the open air; they are ine
duftrious, fober, and chearful. The drynefs of the air is
owing te the peculiar local fituation of the parith. The
elouds, intercepted by the hills on every fide, float in fogs on
the top of them; while the inhabitants enjoy a' clear and dry
air in the valley, At other times; when the clouds break in«
to rain.on the hills, the greateft part of it falls on the hills,
or the fides of the valley, while the fkirts of the fhowers only
reach its pentral parts, Add to thefe circumftances, that the
two rapid rivers carry off the fuperfluous water from the land,
and the moifture from the air.

Seed. time and Harveff.—The time of fowing wheat is from
the middlc of September to the middle of O&ober; oats,
peafe, beans, hemp, and flax, from the 10th of March to the
middle of April; potatces and barley from the middle of
April to the 10th of May ; and turnips from the 10th to the
24th cf June. The harveft generally begins about, or before,
the middle of Auguft; and the crop is got totally into the
barns, and barn-yards, by the end of September. In cold
and wet feafons, like the laft, it is, howeyer, fomowhat later.

Epidemical
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Epidemical Difeafes—No local difiempers, or fickuefs of any

kind, are prevalent in the parith. In the months. of Febru«
ary and March, indeed, fome fevers appear among the people
of low circumftances, efpecially in that diftri&t of the parith
which lies in the narroweft part of the valley ; but thefe feem
chiefly owi;:g to poor living, and bad accommodation, during
the winter feafon, and perhaps to the dampnefs of the pre-
ceding months. '

Manufaltures.—It was before mentioned, that there are
neither towns nor villages in the parith, buc that the inhabie
tants live in detached houfes; manufa&tures, therefore, can-
not well exift in this'diftri®. The dearnefs of fuel is an-
ether obftacle : Peats are bad, fcarce, and confequently dear s
and coals are either carted 24 miles land carriige, or brought
from Ergland by water. Thefe laft would be moderately
cheap, were it not for the high duties laid on them, which
are s fatal to the improvement of this, as they are to many
other parts of Scotland ; nor can this part of the country
ever greatly improve, until thefe duties be abolithed.

Population—On the laft day of the year 1790, there were

living in the parith of Holywood 736 perfons, of whom there
were,

Under ten years of age, - - 166
Between ten and twenty, - - 146
Above twenty unmarried, - - 160
Widowers or widows, - - - 40
Married, - - - . 224

’ 736

Out
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Out of the 936 perfons, 11 were between 80 and go ycm
old, which is an uncommon number among fo few inhabi.
tants. The return to Dr. Webfter of the population of Ho-

lywood, about forty years ago, was 612 fouls; the inhabitants
have therefore increafed 124 fince that period. '

Abfira8 of the Baptifms, Morriages, and Burials, for the laf

ten Years,

Years. Baptifms. Marriages.  Burials,
1781 —_— 23 —_— 7 —_ 10
1782 — 18 —_— ° —_— 20
1783 — 1§ - 3 -_— 8
1784 -— 15 —_ I — 1z
1785 —. 13 - 4 — 8
1786 — 16 —_ . 6 -— 14
1787 — 16 —_— 6 —_— 1
1788 © — 14 _— 9 —_— 8
178 — 13 —_ 6 -_— 8
1790 — 19 - 6 — 10

162 48 108
Yearly average —— - —
nearly, 16 5 11

The great number of deaths in 1782, was owing to an in-
feftious fever in the weft part of the parifh, where the val.
ley is narroweft ; and the large number in 1786, was owing
to the ravages of the natural {mall-pox.

Divifion of the Inbabitants, and their Occupations—All the
inhabitants are farmers, and cottagers employed by them, cx-

cepe
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«cept thofo afterwards mentioned. About tep of the, inliabi.
tants are fmall proprictors of lands, which ¢hey occupy them-
felues. There are cight weavers, twp hleachers, two fhoe.
mekers, two millers, five blackfmiths, five mafops, four tay-
Jors, and cight joiners; all of whom are croployed in working
for the inhabitants of the parith, and not in manufaturing
articles for fale. There are no houfchold fervants except in
gentlemens families, and thefe are few.. There are abopt
thirty-two male, and thirty-fix female labouring fervants.
‘The greateft part of the farming and dairy work is done by
the farmers themndelves, their wives, their fons and daughters,
and cottagers, which laft work either by the picce, or by the
year, receiving what is called a Jemefit ; that is, 3 houfe,
yard, peats, 52 ftones of meal, a quantity of potatoes, and as -
much money as, with thefe articles, would, communibys annis,
amount to thirteen pounds Sterling per annum. Befide the
above mentioned fervants, fome (heareys are hired by the day
from the adjaccnt moor countries. It is remarkable that all the
inhabitants arc natives of this ifland, except one perfon,only,
who comes from Ir¢land. ' There are no nobility refident in
in the parith, and the gentry amount only to twenty-feven
perfons, befides their domeftics. All the inhabitants are of
the. Egablithed Church, except fix Cameronians, nine Burgher
Seceders, two of the Church of England, and three Catho-
lics 3 but moft of all thefe denominations attend the parith
church occafionally, except the Catholics.

General Charofler—They are a fober, regular, and induft
rious people, all employed in farming, except the-few above
mentioned. They are generous au4 humane, although they
have not been called to the exertions of thefe qualities by any
xemarkable events, except in the years 1982 and 1783, as
-fhall be mentioned afterwards. They enjoy, in a reafonable

: degree,
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degree, the conveniencies and comforts of fociety, and are in !

general as contented with their fitudtion as moft people. Their
condition, however, might be meliorated, could the hevy mul-

tures be removed, which hinder improvements in agriculture 3.

or copld coals be imported duty free, which checks any at-
tempts to the eftablithing manufa@tures. ‘With refpe to the
morals of the people, it may be obferved, that during the time
of the prefent incumbent, which is 19 years, only one perfon

has been banithed for theft, and onc enlifted for a foldier:.
This laft, in a few months, folicited his friends to make

application to get him out of the army, which they did with
fuccefs, and he has ever fince lived in the parifh an induftrie
ous labouring man. In regard to other particulars, they are
bhealthy, robuf}, and rather above the common ftature. . Se-
veral inftances of longevity have been obferved among

" them. Within thefe few years, three perfons have died,
whofc ages were go, 95, and ¢6.

Church.~The value of the living, including the glebe, is
about L.120 Sterling. The laft patron was Robert Be.
veridge of Fourmerkland, E(g; the proprietor of an eftate
of that name in the parifth. He died lately, and by his
death the patronage devolved to his fifters, the eldeft of
whom is married to the Rev. Mr James M¢Millan minifter
of Torthorwald.

The manfe ® and offices were all new built in 1773 ; the
church in 19795 and the two ichool houfes in 1782, all
which buildings are now in excellent repair.

® The parfonage houfe, thus called all over Scotland, is evi-
dently derived, as manfion is, from the Latin maneo, to remain
or abide.

Vor.L D . St
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State of the Poor.—The average number of ‘poor who now
receive alms is fifteen. The annual fom expended for theis:
relief is about L. 32 Sterling, produced by the collefuns in’
the church on Sundays, excepting the intereft of a fihall fom
appropriated to them. Thefe fifteen perfons are alt main-
tained in their own houfes, or boarded in other families;
none of them are kept in hofpitals or work:houfes. ' The
greateft number of them carn about two-thirds-of their
maintenance, Thofe who are orphans under ten years
old, or who are very old and infirm, and ' without re-
lations to affift them, are boarded opt at the rate of L. 4
Sterling per annum. Befides the relief from the parifh, the
poor receive frequent fupplies of food and clothes from cha-
ritable and well difpofed people. They are however kept
from begging from door to door moft effeftually, by the af~
furance of their inevitably lofing all parifh relief if they pere
fift in the praftice. As the church feffion ® is extremely at-
tentive to give them relief, according to their neceffities, to
provide medical affiftance for them when fick, to pay the
{choolmafter for teaching their children reading, writing,
and the common rules of arithmetic, their own intereft ine
duces them to comply with the defire of the feffion, not to
beg. Beggars, however, occafionaily infeft the parifh, bug
they do not belong to, nor refide In it.

Price of Grain and Proviens.—The price of wheat, barley,
and oits, 4re generally regulated by the Liverpool and Gree.
nock markets, being juft as much below the prices at thefs
places, as will pay freight, and afford a very moderate profit
to the corn merchants, who export the grain to one or other

co of

A 4

® The church fiffen is the fame as the vefiry in the Englifh
patifhes, _ :
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-wf ithefe piaces,” For many years. paft the price of grain
das been in.gencral the fame as in the London market, which
.is always :a little below that of Liverpool. Grain is in ge-
neral cheaper here about Candlemas, the markets being
then overflocked by the farmers anxiety to make up their
half year's rent, which is payable at-that term.  Communibug
.annis, wheat is gs. barley 2s. 2d. and oats 15. 10d. the W

chefier buthel, The prefent average price of beef, vealy
matton, lamb, and pork through the year is 31d. the pound
-of 16 ounces, for thofe of the beft qualities. At particular
times of the year they are all much cheaper § and though
at fome periods they amount. to §d. a pound, thefc dear
times do mot lat long. The ptice of a roafting pig is 4s.3
of a goofe 2.5 of a turkey 2s. 6d. ;5 of a duck 10d.} of a
Sen 18,3 of a chicken 3d.; of rabbits, though thete are few
of them, 13.the pair without the fkins; butter is gd. the pound
of 24 ouncess chodfc varies according to its richnefs and

.‘eo .

Price of Laboar.—The wages of men labourers are 1s. 2
day from the ift of March to the 1ft of November, and 10d.
the reft of the year, cxcept that in time of harveft they arg
13d. 3 and of mowing, 18d. The wages of women are, fot
working at peafs, 8d,; at turnip weeding, hay making, -
and other farm work in fummer, 7d.; fhearing in harveft
13d. Both men and women, fursith their own provifions
out of theit wages. The day wages of a carpenter and a ma»
fon are 1s. 8d.3 of a bricklayer and flater 2s.5 * of a tay.

lory
~r o

® The wages of thefe four artifts were 2d. lefs before the year
3788 ; at that time an uncommon fpirit for building appearing
in the country, increafed the demand for labour of that kind.
This fpirit proceeded from the general talte for good houfes, whick
soarks this period, and from many monied men, who, having
purchafed eftates in this part of the country, are building ele-
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’ lor, 1s. without, or 6d. with mext. Work, however, !is ges

nerally done by the piece. The average of farm fervants,

- when they eat in the houfe, is L.7 for men, and L. 3 for

women ; but the farm fervants are generally paid by what is

called a benefit, before deferibed ; and if the man’s wife and

children are employed by the farmer, their work is feparately
" paid for. The wages of domeftic fervam are nearly the
 fame with thofe of farm fervants,

Expem'a of & Labourer’s Family. The expences of 2 com-
mon labourer, when married, and with four or five children,
is about L. 16 a year. The wages which he .reccives, toge-
ther with the induftry of his wife, enable him to live tole-

- rably comfortable, and to give his children an education.pro-

per for their ftation, provided he and his*wife are fober, in-
duftrious, and frugal: Thofe of them who are embarraffed
in their circumftances, owe their poverty either to their own,
or their wife’s bad conduét. That the labourers can maintain
their families at this fmall expence, is owing to the farmers,
- from whom they have cottages, allowing them as much land
for one year’s rent free, to plant potatoes in, as they can ma-
-nure fufficiently with afhes, or fuch dung as they can provide
for themfelves ; and thefe potatoes conftitute at leaft one half
.of their year’s food,

Divifion and Rent of Lands.—A great part of the parifh is
inclofed, but a confiderable part fill lies open. The farmers
feem fufficiently convinced of the advantages of inclofing,
and would willingly allow their landlords intereft for fuch
fums of moncy as would be ncceﬂ'ary for making inclofures.
. The

gantymanfion-houfes for themfelves, and good fam-houfes for
their § nants. . v
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The fatmg gre in general from L. 40 to” L. 150 2'year; but
there are fome few from L.40, down ta as fmall as L. 8.
About ‘the year 1771 a {pirit of improvement appeared in
the parith, whei the farms became larger than they had for-
merly beed 3 but for forme years paft they have continued
nearly of the fame fize. The beft arable land is let from
Lr:t:otoL.t:fo:0; and the inferior, from 20s. to 7s.
an acre.  Thee hill pafture s not let by the acre, but by the
hmp. The whole rent of the parith amounts to fomething
more than L. 3000 Sterling per annum, including houfes,
and the fmall fitheries in the Nith and Cluden. The heri-
tors are thirty-onc in number, of whom ten of the fmall
ones and three of the largeft refide in the parith. There is
no map of the parith, the number of acres in it have not
confequently been precifely afcertained; they are eftimated
at about 7500. . Of thefe about Go are employed for raifing
wheat, 250 for barley, 20 for peafe and beans, 10 for rye,
1316 for oats, 100 for potatoes, 30 for turnip and cabbage,
20 for flax and hemp, soo for fown grafs, the reft is paftu-
rage, except about 150 acres for roads and plantations. None
of the ground is common ; and every proprictor knows the
exat marches of his eftate ; but a confiderable quantity of the
hilly part muft always lie in a ftate of pafturage, not being
arable on "acéount of the fteepnefs of the hills. Several
hundred acres, however, of the lower parts of thefe une
broken grounds, are capable of cultivation, and, if proper-
ly improved, would pay well for the labour beftowed onm
them. The greateft part of the parith is thirled ® to the
. & mill

®* When the laird, ;. e. lord of the manor, builds a mill, he
obliges his tenants to have all their corn ground at that "mill
only. The farms are then faid to be thirled, or under thirlage
to the mill. But fometimes, as is the cafe here, the tenants of
one eftate are thirled to the mill of another, which, when the
dues are high, is 2 great bar to improvement.



mill of Cluden, and pays a very high multure ®, which greatly
tends to retard the cultivation and improvement of the
diftritt.

Meode of Cultivation. ~There are 70 ploughs in the parith.
Thofe ufed in the firft divifion, fee p. 20. and the greateft part
of the fecond, viz. the light foil, ate. the fmall Englith
plough 3 in part of the fecond, and adjoining part of the third,
they ufe the Scots plough with the Englith mould-board,
or ploughs compofed partly on the model of the old Scots,
and partly on that.of the Englith ; and in the remaining part
of the third, the Scots plough only is ufed. Each of thefe
ploughs feems well adapted for the nature of the foil in the
diftri& where they are ufed. The Englith plough is cer-
tainly the beft, but it can only work properly in land that
is free from ftongs. The Scots plough, when properly made,
is doubtlefs the fitteft for firong land ; and, laitly, the plough
compofed-of the two, is the moft proper for land that is
campofed of the two kinds above mentioned 3 and thefe are
the pature of the different foils in which the feveral kinds of
ploughs are ufed, The ploughs are commonly drawn by two
firong horfes, and one man both holds the plough and drives
the horfes, with a pair of long reins. When ftiff land is to
be broken up from grafs, three, or fometimes four horfes are
yoked into a plough of the fame conftruttion, but of a firong-

er make.

Produce.~The vegetable produce of this parifh has already
been fpecified, under the article, Divifon of Land, With re-
fpett to animal produétions, it is principally diftinguithed for a
breed of black cattle, for which the county of Drumfrics in

geaeral

® Multure is a certain Rlipulated quantity of meal, given as
payment to the miller for ‘irinding the corn: And all cora
grown on farms thirled to the mill is obliged to pay multure,
whether the corn be ground at that mill or elfewhere,
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geatral, and the neighbousing counties of the fewartry and -

the county of Galloway are alfo famous. They are very profit-
able for fattening, and many thoufands of them are annually
fold and fent into England. They are handfome, of a mid-
dle fize, and weigh well for their height. When fat for the
butcher; the four quarters weigh at an average- 36 ftones of 16
pounds ; but feveral of them amount to 6o of 70 ftones. The
number of black cattle in the whole parifh amounts to about
x200. The fheep, which are kept in the hilly part of the
parifh, are the common Scots fheep, white on the body, but
black on the face and legs; they are very hardy and' their
wool is firong and fhaggy, but coarfe. In the low cultivated
diftri€ts there ar¢ two kinds of Englith fheep, the one long
bodied and long legged, introduced into this country by Cul-

ley, they are commonly known by the name of Muggs; the

other is alfo long bodied, but broad backed and fhort legged,
introduced by Bakewell. They are both all white, body,
face, and legs : Both of them have much finer wool, and o
Jarger quantity of it, than the Scots fheep. Bakewell’s kind
have the fineft thort wool. From an experiment lately tried,
a crofs between the two breeds feems to anfwer well; viz.
the ram of the Culley, the ewe of the Bakewell breed. In
this cultivated diftric and mild climate, the Englith are prefer-
red to the Scots fheep, on account of the greater quantity,

, and finer quality, of the wool ; their being lefs hurtful to the
hedges; and their greater weight when fold to the butcher.
The whole number of fheep in the parifh, amounts at prefent
pnly to about 1000.

The produce of the diftrict is, on the whole, much greater
than fufficient for the confumptiou of the inhabitants. About
two thirds of the whole is-carried to markets out of the parifh,
viz. a confiderable quantity of butter, milk, veal, mutton,

beef,
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beef, wheat, ¢at-meal, and barley, to Dumfries; a large
quantity-of wheat apd barley to Whitchaven and Liverpool ;
of oats to Greenock ; and a great number of young black
cattle and fheep to the towns in the neighbourhood,

There are hares, and fome foxes, and all the fowls which
arc natives of the .fouth part of Scotland. The migratory
birds are the fwallow, and the cuckow. During the whole
year the fea gulls, commonly called, in this parith, /s maws,
occafionally come from the Solway Frith to this part of the
country ; their arrival feldom fiils of being followed by
a high wind, and heavy rain, from the fouth-weft, within
twenty-four hours; and they return to the Frith again as,
foon as the orm begins to abate.

Roads and Bridges.—The roads were originally made by
the itatute labour; but in that way they were neither half
made, nor half kept in repair. Several years ago, an at of
parliament was obtained for this county, converting the fta-
tute labour into money, to be paid by the occupiers of land,
at a rate not excecding 12s. in the 100 merks of Scotch va-
luation, and a certain fum to be paid by the poffeffors of
houfes in towns and villages. In fome diftrits of the coun=
ty, where making the roads is expenfive, the occupiers
of land have been affefled to the ultimum ; but in this, and
fome others, the aflefment has never been more than 6 s,
for each 100 merks. The converfion money is very well
laid out in this parith. The roads are put, and kept, in ag
good repair as the fum collefted can poflibly do; but, as the
roads are extenfive, and, as there is a thoroughfair through
the parith, from a large and populous furrounding country,
to the markets at Dumfries, this fum is too fmall to keep
the roads in fufficient repair ; and it would probably be cheap-

€Ty



of Holywood, -3

er, in the end, to lay on the full affeflment of 12 3. for a few
years, till all the roads are completely finifhed, and then te
reduce the affeflment to 4s. which would be fufficient for
keeping them in repair. Left the prefent tenants thould be
aggrieved by paying 12s. while their fucceflors, who would
enjoy the benefit of good roads, pay only 4s. the landlords
fhould pay the additional 63. and receive it afterwards from
the fubfequent tenants at 23. a year, till the landlords be re
imburfed. A great turnpike road is now making between
Carlifle and Glafgow, which runs through the parith. It
will be completely finifhed in this county before, or about the
beginning of May next. The tolls upon it are moderate,
and will be fully fufficient for making and repairing it. This
road, like all other turnpikes under proper management,
mutft be highly advantageous to the country. The bridges
in the parith are good.: The only large one in it was ori-
ginally built, and is fill kept in repair, by the county of
Dumfries and ftewartry of Galloway, as it is buile over the
Cluden, which is the march between the two counties. The
fmaller ones, being all within the parith, were built, and are
kept in repair, by the parith.

Antiquities.—There are no other remains of antiquity than
the Druidical temple already mentioned, and two old houfes
built in the tower fathion. There is one large heap of fmall
ftones, a part of which was opened feveral years ago, and
"fome human bones faid to have been found in it. ‘The Abbey
of Holywood ftood in the fite of a part of the prefent church-
yard. About half of the head of the crofs of this abbey was
flanding in the year 1779, when it ferved for the parith
church. Thefe remains, however, were then pulled down,
and the materials ufed, in part, for building the prefent new
church. The veftiges of the old abbey are fufficiently evi-

Vour. L "E dent
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dent in the church-yard; and the adjoining farm retains the -
name of Abbey. The prefent church has two fine téned bells, -
taken out of the old building ; onc of which, by an infcrip-

tion and date on it, appears to have been confecrated by the

Abbot John Wrich, in the year 1154, From undoubted rea’
cords, this abbey belonged to the monks of the order of

I’remontx-e, which was inftituted in the diocefe of Loon in

France, in the year 1120, and was fo called, becaufe, as the

monks fay, the place was ¢ divina revelatione practhonftrae

[ {3 tum

* Etymology of Names of Places—The tiames of places in this
parifh feem to be derived partly from the Gaelic, and partly
from the Englith, ard Tome from the Danifh.” “The names’
derived from the Englifh are cither expreflive-of the parti-
cular fituation of the places, or of the proprictor to- whom
they originally belonged. Thus Broomrig, fituated on a ridge
that produces much broom; Gooliehill, fituated “on a rifing
ground producing much gool * 5 Mofyfide, fituated on the fide
of a mofs; Sl'epford; fituated at a ford in the Cluden where
foot paflangers crofs the water on ftepping ftones, that have
been placed there time immemorial ; Morinton, the town of
Morine; Stewarton, the town of Stewart, &c. Houlm, derived
from the Danifh, in which langnage Ao/m fignifies an ifland.
From the Gaelic are moft probably derived Speddock, Barfreg-
gany Glengaber, Glengaur, M*Whannick, &c. Killnefs feems
to be compounded of two languages, ce/ls, the Latin for a
chapel or cell, and #efs, or naes, the Danifh for a promontory,
or head land, (it may alfo be derived from the Latin nafus),
Killnefs fignifying the chapel or cell on the promontory: The
* place

® Gool, Dr Johnfton fays, is a weed with a yellow flower, which
ows among the corn, on light lands, in wet feafons, about
ammas. Itis the wild marygold.



of Holywood. 35

fo called is the field where the Druidical temple above
mentioned ftands, “and it is.prominent intg the river Cluden.

Eminent Men Najives of the Parifb.~Holywood has pro-
duced no men of eminence in learning or fcience, except Mr
Charles Irvine furgeon. He was a younger fon of the late
‘William Irvine of Gribton, Efg; and the perfon who, feveral
years ago, difcovered the method of rendering falt water frefh,
for which he wis rewarded by government with 3 grant of
five thoufand pounds.

Mifecellaneous Obfervations,— The harvefts of 1782, and
1783, were very late, efpecially that of 1782. Before the
corn was all cut in this part of the country, there were in-
teafe frofts and heavy fnows. On the 2d of November 1782,
in particular, a very heavy fall of fnow covered the corn fo
deep, and lay fo long, that they could not be cut for feveral
days after. Though the harveft was uncommonly late in
this parifh in thefe two years, and though the lateft of the
corn in it was hurt by the froft, yct the harveft here was
carlier than in any other part of Scotland; and the greateft
part of the corn was ripened before the frofts came on. Under
all thefe untoward circumftances, the crops of thefe years were,
however, uncommonly good, as is the cafe, not only this year,
bat alfo in all late years, owing to the peculiar dx:yncﬁ: and car-
linefs of the foi] and climate of this parifh, The geuaal fearcity
of meal in Scotland during thefe two years, and the great de-
mand for feed corn from thofe counties where the frofts had
deftroyed the crops, greatly increafed, as is well remembered,
the price of meal and oats all over Scotland. At that time
the farmers of this parith had large quantities of both, efpe-
cially of feed corn, to fell; and they cleared by it in thofe
two years, more than they ever did in any other two years.

’ Ths
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The price of oat-meal was then 25, 6d. the ftone of 14§
pounds; higher than was ever known before or fince. In
this parifh the heritors and farmers, by a voluntary contri-
bution, collefted into two ftore-houfes, one at each extremi-
ty of the parith, all the meal they could, and diftributed
it among the poor labourers and artificers at 2 5. a ftone, un-
til it fell in the markets to that price ; and by thus lofing 6d.
a ftone in the meal which they fold, they were the happy
" means of preferving their poor parifhioners from the genenl
calamity of the country.

NUM-
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NUMBER IIL
PARISH OF PORTPATRICK.

From Mmhﬁmwu, the Rev. Mr Joux M‘KeNzIE
Minifter of that Parifb.

Origin of the Name,

ORTPATRICK is called in the old. charters Port Mont-

gomery, from a noble family of that name, who at one

time ed large tradls of land on both fides of the Irith

Channel. They were ennobled by the title of Earl Mount-

Alexander, which became extin& in 1758, They have now

none of their Scots poffeffions remaining, but their reprefen-
tatives fill inherit a confiderable eftate in Ireland.

It is probable that' Portpatrick was the antient popular
name of this place, and that the above family, when they be-

came the proprietors, had attempted to fet it afide, and to -

fubfiitute their own. This is one of the many monuments
which prove, that in antient times there flourithed in Ireland
a very eminent perfon of the name of Patrick. The vene-
ration for this name muft have been very great, fince, even
on this fide of the water, it has prevailed over that of

Montgomery,

-
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Situbtion and Surface~The fituation of the town and pa-
rith is well known, being the neareft point of the whole
ifland of Great Britain .to Ireland, and the beft place for
croffing from the one kingdom to the other, the paffage be-
ing only twenty miles over. It is fituated in the prefbytery
of Stranraer and county of ‘Wigton. The parifh is of fmall
extent, being only about three Scots miles fquare. The greater
part is moor land, and it abounds with moffes, not only in the
lower grounds, but even on the tops of -fome of the higheft

- mountains, where the ‘mofs is frequently fix or feven feet
deep. The common fuel is peat, which is in fuch quantities,
that from thirty to forty carts, drawn by two horfes cach,
are regularly employed during the fummer feafon in bringing
peats tothe neighbouring towns of Portpatrick and Stranraer.

Town of Portpatrick—The town is admirably fituated. It
enjoys a fouthern expofure, with a femicircle of hills on the
nerth, which at the fame time defends it from all the
cold winds, and concentrates the rays of the fun, {o that few
places in the fame latitude can boaft of a warmer climate,
The common water which pours from the hills is excellent 3
and there is a mineral well, which has been found of fervige
in common, but particularly in ftomachic diforders. But above
all, the fea-bathing is admirable. The water is peculiarly
ftrong, and the tide rifes to fuch a height clofe to the fhore,
that a man, as well as 3 veflel, may be inftantly launched Iato
any depth he pleafes. In fhort, no fituation can be better
calculated for a watering place, thould the rage for them con-
tinue to prevail as generally as at prefent.

Tke Harboyr.—Farmerly the harbour was a mere injet be-
tween two ridges of rocks which advanced into the fea; the
effelt of this was, that as there is a prodigious weight of wa-

N ters
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ters thrown in here when the wind blows upori the fhore,
and ‘as there was no elbow to proteét a veflel, the was always
obliged, when the took the harbour, to run aground ; and the
fext operation, which neceffarily followed, was, that the
whole inhabitatits, meh and women, ran down, and by main
force, dragged her up the beach, out of the reach of the
waves, which would otherwife have dathed her to pieces.
This again had another cffect, that none but flat bottomed
veflels could navigate here. It is but lately that two of thefe
large flats, which had formerly been ‘goverament packets,
were to be feen on our fhore, as monuments of antient bar.

by,

Thefe were times of mifery, though the inhabitants were
the happieft of mortals, Their continued exertions in
launching and drawing up their veflels, excited wonderful
fpirits, which they knew how to recruit when exhaufted.
Every day that a veflel either failed or arrived was a feftival.

There is now on the fame fpot one of the fineft quays in
Britain, with a reflétting lightdhoufe; and inftead of a few
flat-bottomed boats, above a dozen of trading veffels, of from
40 to 6o tons, which fail and return regularly, befides a num-
ber of veffels which occafionally come from other ports.
The larger veflels are navigated at an average by fix men
each ®, The light-houfe is particularly ufeful, and as there

has

® At this, as well as at every ferry or paflage of great refort,
there are a fet of people who make themfelves ufeful to paflen-
gers, but who diftinguifh themfelves alfo by the impofitions
which they pradice. There are about twenty perfons of that
defcription at Portpatrick, who are known by the name of the
Robbery, from their fuppofed depradations on the public. They
are abfolutely neceffary at this port, and another body of the
fame fort are equally ferviceable on the other fide of the Chdn-
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has long been another light-houfe on the Irifh fde, it rea-
ders the paffage, even in the darkeft night, convenient and
comfortable, like a fireet well lighted on both fides. The
fea rifes confiderably along this coaft. At low water you cag
walk round the point of the pier, which at high water is,
from ten to fifteen fect deep at the entrance. This being
the narroweft part of thc Channel, has naturally the effe
of accumulating the fluid upon the fhares, when there is
_a fwell from a florm. What is farther deferving of re-
mark is, that at Dopaghadee, which is almoft, diredtly op-
pofite, the fea cbbs and flows near an hour fooner than at
Portpatrick, There are alfo (which is ftill more remark.
able) fome particular parts of the coaft, well known to
our feamen, more efpecially one about two mhiles from the
thore of Portpatrick, where the fame falt is obferved. Within
three or four miles of the Irith thore, when the flood re.
turns, there is a regular current which fets off Qrongly for
the Mull of Galloway. It runs at the rate of feven knots
an hour, and is fo forcible, that when the wind oppofes it, it
exhibits, for a great way, the appearance of breakers. It is
called the Racé of Strangers, and is a very curious fpeftacle.

The Packet Boats to Ireland.~The mode of conveying the
mail between the two kingdoms has undergone many changes.
At firft regular packet boats, with falaries, were eftablifhed.
But before the quay was built, and, while the pafiage
was attended with the difficulties above defcribed, delays
were frequent. The failors, efpecially as their wages at
all events were running on, often chofe to reft themfelves.
Eftablithed packets were thercfore abolifhed, and a rule fixed,

That

nel ; but the manner in which their fees are exalted, particu-

larly when they meet with any difficulty in the payment, is ra-
ther barfh and difagreeable. Y paymenty
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That whoevdr failed firft- fhould have the mail, and a certain
fum for carrying it.. This operated as a premium, and pro-
duced, for a long time, a very good effe@.” Soon after, how-
ever, as trade increafed, the 3llowance made by government
became of lefs confequence, | The packets were no longer
the fare, object. It often happened, that a beat would not
fail with' the mail, unlefs. fhe had fomething elfe to carry.
The mail coach alfo was eftablifhed, and the conveyance of tra-
vellers becamo an obje®t of attention. 1 he boats which car-
ried cattle were peculiarly offcofive to paffengers, not to men.
tion that fuch a cargo, with-a gale of wind, was even ‘dao-
geravs, Paffengers were therefore difgufted or deterrcd, and
were often.induced to take another rout.- It was one great
branch of Mr Palmer’s public fpirited plans for promoting
the commercial intercourfe of the Britith empire in general,
to unite as much as poflibl¢ the three great offices of Lon-
don, Edimburgh, and Dublin. His mail coaches regularly
went from Dublin to Donsghadee, on the. one fide; and
&om London and Edinburgh to Portpatriek, on the o
ther. Nothing, therefore, remained to completé the chain,
bat to obviate the inconveniencies of the ferry at Portpatrick ;
this he did by reftoring cftablilhed packets. We have now
four clegant veflels, fitted up with every accommodation,
whofe only objet is to forward the mail, and to convey
travellers from the one ifland to the other.

The town, which is in a great meafure fupported by the
concourfe of travellers, has in a peculiar manner felt the be-
nefit of thefe improvements. Almolt every houfe is an inn,
where ftrangers may find accommodation {uited to their cir-
cumftances. The moncey they leave is the great fund out of
which the inhabitants pay their rents, and fupport their fa-
milies. The rapid change, however, which has taken place,

Yox I F is
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is greatly to be attributed to the late Sir James Hunter Blair,
who happened to live at the critical period when the change
began. He had fagacity enough to forefee the many advan-
tages which muft refult from it, and forwarded the projec-
ted improvement as much as poffible, by filling the harbour
immediately with veflels, and building almoft entircly a new
town, to accommodate the inhabitants and the trave}lers whe
paffed through it. Such is the origin and the progrefs of im«
provement, which is generally owing, whether in a great ca-
pital like Edinburgh, or a provincial town like Portpatrick,
to the {pirit and exertions of particular men, who feem born
for the purpofec of roufing the multitude from a flate of ige
norance or torpor, from which they are too often unwilling
to be emancipated, .

Manufalures—~Manufallures have not” yet made their
way to Partpatrick. Ship-building is the only one as yet at-
tempted. Under the aufpices of the active and public fpirited
eitizen above mentioned, fome companics of thipwrights have
been formed, who are likely to carry on that branch fuc-
¢efsfully. The depth of the water, and the fhortnefs of the
run, render it one of the moft convenient launches that can
be conceived,

Commerce.—~Both our exports and imperts have greatly in-
creafed. We export here goods from Paifley, Manchefter,
#%c.; and we import confiderable quantities of the Irifh linen
manufature. The inhabitants of Portpatrick, however, are
generally only the carriers; the dealers are thofe who, not
being fufficiently opulent to freight and load large fhips, car-
ty on a hauking bufinefs by land, They bring their goods
ip carts, and hire the Portpatrick veficls to convey them from
ane fhore to the other.

Eip
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Frifp Cattle.~But of all the srticles of the commerce of
Portpatrick, the import of black cattle and horfes from Ire-
land is by far the moft interefting. Formerly fuch a com.
merce was prohibited, for the purpofe of encotiraging out
own breed. The free importation was firft permitted by sth
George III. cap. 10. § 1. for feven years, and frem thence to
the end of the then next fefion of Parliament.” It was afs
terwards continued by fcveral temporary aéls, and at laft
made perpetual, by 16th George III. cap. 8. From the firfk
removal of the prohibition, there was a fmall annual ithpor-
tation; but it was never carried ‘on to any great extent till
1784, when it rofe fuddenly without any caufe that has yet
been affigned for its In that year there were imported, bes
tween the gth of Januvary 1784, and the sth of January
178g, no lefs than 18,301 black cattle, and 1233 “horles.
The importation of cattle and horfes, for the laft five years,
ending the 10th of O&tober 1790, has varied in the follow=
ing manner: :
Black Cattle,  Horfess

From 10th O&. 185 to do. 1786 10,452 1256
1787 7,007 1623
1788 0,488 2777
1789 13,328 2212
1790 14,873 ' 3402

Total in five years, 55,141 10,270
which, at an average, is about 11,000 head of cattle, and
2000 horfes per anpum.  Great as this importation has been,
it has not as yet materially hurt the fale, or diminithed the
price of cattle, in the neighbourhood of Portpatrick. On
the contrary, the detand for them has been rather on the in-
creafe. It is probable, however, that it would have beea
greater, had there been no imports ‘

Befides




FU Statifical Accourt

- Befides the cattie imported hete, there are alfo ‘confider-
able numbers. fent from Belfait, Bangor, Newry, &c. direélly
to England. The Englith coal veflels always take back cattle
trom Ireland when they have it in their power ; but it is belicv-
ed that the largeit import is at Portpatrick. The great ex-
tent of fea by any other paffage, efpecially in the winter fea-
fon, is much againft the fate and fuccefsful tranfportation
of a cargo, fo perifhable in itfelf, and liable to fo. many acci-
deats. . : :

This trade depends fo much vpon the quantity of grafs, of
hay, and of 'turnips in England,-and fometinies even upon the
profpeét of large crops of thefe articles, that there is much
fpeculation in it. - Great gains and great lofles are, therefore,
fudden and frequent. Hence the import is uncqual. Some
people fuppofe that the trade is favourable to fmuggling,
and hogile 1o the revenue. Others objet to it, as in a pe-
culiar manner detrimental to thofe diftriéts in Scotland where
black cattle are bred ; and there feems to be rather a2 hard-
{hip ih permitting fuch numbers of exttle ¢o be inyported in-
to North Britain, ar even carried through it, in order to rival
the produétions of that very country, in the only market to
which it has aeeefs. Without entering, however, into thefe
fpeculations, it may be {ufficient at prefent to remark, thas
the import will probably diminith of itfclf, in confequence
of the rapid progréfs which Ireland is now making. The
time is faft approaching, when that kingdom will be ia the
fame ftate in which England is at prefeat, having a market
within itfelf fefficient for the confumption of its own pro-
duétions. Perhaps that may foon be the cafe in regard to
other commoditics, befides cattle. The Irith are rapidly im-
proving in our manaufatures, and we in theirs, at leaf? the
cottors of Manchefier and Glafgow: are Iikely foon to fup-

ply
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ply thie plice of the linths of Ircland; fothat in tima there
will remain few articles to barter between the two kingdoms.

Fifoeries.—A very extenfive filhery might be eftablithed at
Portpatrick, particularly of cod ; as the Channel is there the
marroweft, and the tide the ftrongeft, nonhe.but the healthieft
and beft fith can live in it. The late Sir James Hunter Bigir
propofed the cftahlifhment of a fithing compapy, and, had he
lived, he would probably have effelted it. After his death,
fome fithermen came and planted their lines, but the rapidi-
ty of the tide repeatedly cartied them away. Unfortunately
they had not {kill enough to increafe their anchorage, nor
fagacity to difcover, that two ftone weight was heavier tham
ene,

Population.—~The return to the inquiries made by Dr.
Webfter, regarding the population of the parith of Portpa-
trick, about fosty years ago, was 551 fouls. It has fince cons
fiderably increafed. It appears from an enumeration recent-
)y made, that there are in the country part of the parifh,
484, and in the town, §12, fouls, fo that the whole popula-
tion amounts to 96 being an addition, in that fpace of time,
of 445 fouls.

The bir:hs, deaths, and marriages, as entered in the parith
regifter, for the laft cight years, are as follows :

Years. Births, Deaths. Marriages.
1783 . — 26 - 13, - 5
1784 — 25 -— 18 —_ 9
1785 — 27 - 13 - s
1786 —  3r - 16 =~ 9
1789 — 34 - % - 7
1788.
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Years. ° Births. Deaths, Marriages.
178 — o -— 16— 8
1789 — 37 - 30 - 4

“1790 | — 34 —_— 2 - 9

Rent of the Parifp.—About the year 1761, the whole pa-
rifh was valued, far the purpofe of afcertaining the amount
" of the teind, or the value of the tythes, and it was then efti-
mated at L. 472 Sterling.  But as the increafe has fince beea
very confiderable, the land rent alone is now about L. 1000
per annum ; the town rent is at leaft L. 200 more; the dues
of anchorage, and a duty of 2d. per bead on all cattle and
Rorfes exported or imported, payable to the Bhir family,
may alfo bring in about L. 120, fo that the rent of the parith
is rather better than L. 1300 a year.

Stipend.—The fipend has lately recelved an sugmentation,
and now yiclds about L. 80 a year, with the addition of 2
manfe, and a glebe of about twelve or thirteen acres. The
church was built asmo 1629, and has lately been repaired.
" 8ir John Hunter Blair is patron. At prefent there are but
three heritors in the parith. ‘There are feldom above twelve
perfons on the poor’s lift. The funds for the maintenance
of the poor arife chiefly from weekly collettions at the
thurch door, and cannot be calculated at more than L. 1@
per annum. .

‘.Lauguagr.—'rhe names of places in this parifh are faid to

" be of Gaclic original, but no perfon living remembers the
time when that language was fpoken here. It is, however,
aore than yrobablc, as Portpatrick was included in the an-

. tieng
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tient kingdom of Galloway, it was of confequence inhabited
by a tribe of the Celts.

Antiquities and Notural Curiofities—The Caftle of Dunfkey
is the only remarkable building in the parifh. It ftands up-
on the brink of a tremendous precipice on the edge of the
Irith fea, and has been fecured on the 1and fide by a ditch and
draw-bridge, the remains of which are ftill vifible. It was
certainly built as a place of fecurity againft fudden incurfions

in the days of violence, and in former times muft have been .

afilly defended. A ctve in the neighbourhood of Duntkey
ought alfo to be mentioned, on account of the great veme.
ration in which it is held by the people. At the change
of the moon (which is fill confidered with fuperftitious ro»
verence), it is ufual to bring, cven from a great diftance, ine
firm perfons, and perticalarly ricketty children, whom they
often fuppofc bewitched, to bathe in a ‘fiream which pours
from the hill, and then dry them in the cave, -

The Cairnpat, which rifes 800 feet above the level of the
fea, and is fuppofed to be the fecond ér third mountain in
Galloway, merits alfo to be noticed. It bears all the marks
of having been a military ftation, belag furrounded by three
ftone walls or intrenchments, with very ample fpaces between
them, and comnands a profpe&t of Loch Ryan and of Luce
Bay, which form the peninfula in which Portpatrick is fitu-
ated ; England alfo, the IGe of Man, Freland, and part of
the Highlands of Scotland, are feen rifing at a diftance.

NUM-
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NUMBER 1IV.
PARISH OF HOUNAM, °

IN ROXBURGH.SHIRE.

Origin of the Name.

HE parith of Hounam does not furnith tvach room for
ftatiftical inveftigation, and the fow ebfervations which

eccur refpeing -it; may be comprehended - within narrow
bounds. The origin of its name cannot 'now be afcertained.
There are many places in the neighbourhoed, on the borders
both of England and Scotland, ending in am. It is belicved
that bam, in the Saxon language, fignifies a habiration or wil-
lage. Perhaps it was originally pronounced Hounaham, or
the habitation of Houna, a name not uriknowa at the oppo-

fite extremity of the kingdom °,

Situation and Extent of the Parifp.~The parith is fituated
in the county 6f Roxburgh, in the prefbytery of Jeaburgh,
and in the fynod of Merfe and Tiviotdale. It is of a circn-
lar form, furrounded by the parithes of Morbattle, Jedburgh,
and Oxnam in Scotland, and bordering on the oppofite
fide with the county of Northumberland, where the top
of the Fells, a range of the Cheviot hills, is the march.
The parifh, from eaft to weft, is about nine or ten miles

long; and ip general is about fix miles broad. It may

be

® One of the ferries between Caitbaefs and Orkney, is at a
place called Hopna.
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e talled 2 hilly or mountsinous.diftriét 3 but the hils are
green, and rarely incombered with rocks .or covered with
heath. The land is wet and fpungy; the foil light, and
better calculated for grafs than grain. The air is bealthy,
and the people long lived: Three perfons who had refided
in the parith from their youth, died lately, at the advanced age
of 100: - .

Sheep.—The ptincipal circumftunce for which this diftrict
is remarkable, is the Kale-water breed of fheep, fo called from
a frpall fiream running through the middle of the parith. The
fheep are of a moderate fize, and produce excellent wool. ‘Their
number ufually amounts to 12,000. Attempts have been made
to improve the breed, by crofling with a larger kind, but the
experiments did not fucceed. ‘T'hough the fheep became lar-
ger, and the quantity of the wool was increafed, its quality
was inferior. The moft approved ftock-farmers, however,
have not the leaft doubt that the wool might be brought to
fill greater perfeQtion by proper management, and by croffing
with fheep nearly of the fame fize, but whofe wool is the
fineft poffible. The fheep not only produce excellent wool,
but, as the farmers term it, they feed well, come to a tolerable
good fize when fat, and are exquifite mutton.

Produttions\—The quantity of grain produced is very ine
confiderable.  Several of the farms in the higher part of the
parith have fcarcely been ploughed in the memory of man,
The foil being light and fandy, excellent turnips might be
taifed. Some have been produced in the parith weighing
above 26 Ibs. avéirdupolfe. But the farmers have not as yet
focceeded in raifing this ufeful root, though they are extreme-
ly fenfible of the great advantage thar might be derived from

Vor. L G ity
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i, particulafly in the fpring.” The farmers are i gederi® 100
late in fowing them. Turnips cannct be raifed to a greae
fize in this part of the country, anlefs they are fown about thet
end of May or the beginning of Junc ; but the farmers in the
parith of Hounam are confiderably later.

Rent of the Parifb.—The land-rent is L. 2720. It hasrifen
more than a third within thefe laft fifteen years. The valued
rentis L. 914:4:9. There are 8 Heritofs in thie parith, 2
of whom are refident. There are only 14 farms, which, af
an average, are from L. 250 to L. 300 per annum. The
number of fheep on a farm is from 50 to 100 fcore.

State of the Church, t%.—The walls of the church were
repaired about 40 years ago; but the building is ftill very bad,
and worfe than_any place of worfhip in the neighbourhood.
The Duke of Roxburgh is the patron. The prefent incum«
bent is Mr James Rutherford, whe was admitted in March
3775. He is married; has a fon and five daughters. The
manfe was built in 1776; but is placed too near the river, and
confequently in a damp fituation. ‘The ftipend, from the Re-
volution, amounted to L. 75 in money, and 21 bolls of vic- -
tual. In confequence of a late protefs of augmentation, the
victual ftipend is now fixed at 63 bolls. There is no pa-
rochial fund for the poor, excepting the weekly colle®ions,
and quarterly aflcfiments laid on the land-holders and theit
tenants; which yield, at an average, about L. 30 ger annum.

Population.—The population of the parifh his of late con-
fiderably diminifhed. The return to Dr Webfter, about 46
years ago, was 632. ‘The riumber of mhzbltants is at prefent
365 Of thefe,

Ohe
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Qae hundred are below 1c years of age . 100
Forty-nine are above 10 and under 20 years - 49
Eighty are between 20and 3oyears - - - 8o
One hundred between 30 and 5o years = - 1co
Thirty-fix aboye 50 years - - - 36

Total number 365

The number of burials do not exceed 4 each year. The
Nirths are frome 10 %0 12, exclufive of the foctaries, who are
indeed but few, and have a regifter of baptifms of their
own. There is not even a village in the parith; a few houfes
ocar the church not deferving that name. The aumber of
births, about a century ago, viz, from the year 1689 to the
year 1707, . feem, at an average, to have been 30 in the year.
From the Union of the two kingdoms, to about the time of
the laft robellion, the average number of births feem to be
30 a year« From that time, the births have gradually de-
greafed to the prefent number of 10 or 12, ‘The wages of
men ferusats are between L. 7 and L. 8; of women about,
L. 4. Fificen or twenty years ago, the wages of men fer-
vants werc about L. 5, and of women fcarcely L. 3. The
wages of the fhepherds, who conftitute one half of the parifh,
confift of a certain number of cows and fheep to-grafe on the
farm to which they belong. The people enjoy a confiderable
degree of the comforts ot life. They are chearful and con-
tented ; and there arc but few poor. . i

The great decreafe of inhabitants, within the laft 40 years,
is evidently occafioned by the too gencral praétice of . letting
the lands in great farms; but may be, in fome meafure, ow-
ing to the mode of agricultur¢ almoft univerfally adopted in
the parifh, (efpecially Snce fheep and wool brought fo high

a
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a price), of Tonverting the arable into pafture land. "The
lands, 50 or 100 years ago, were parcelled out into at leafk
four times the prefent number of farms.  As late as the year
1750, five tenanfs, with large families, occupied a farm now’
rented by 6ne tenafit. Thére were alfo, about thefe times,
feveral fmall, but proud, lairds in the parith. Their lands
aré now loft in the large farms, their names extinguithed, and *
their manfions totally deftroyed,

Antiguities.—A Roman road, or fireet as it is commonly
called, which can be traced to the fouth as far as Boreugh-
bridge in Yorkfhire, runs through part of this parifhy it after~
wards paffes by St Bofwell’s Green, where tlic fair is held, and
then bends its coyrfe towards the Lothians. The obly ather
antiquity worth mentioning, is an éencampment at the top of
Hounam Law, which is the highet hill on the border excepe
the Cheviot. It was of confiderable extent, and witliin thefa
few years a large iron gate taken down from the top of the
Law. was to be feen at Cefsford Caftle belonging tothe Duke
of Roxburgh. ‘There are {maller encampmments on the tops
of the other hills in the neighbourhood, either made by the
Romans when thcy' invaded this country, or formed in the
courfe of the many wars in which the Borderers of England
and bcotland were antiently invalved,

Fuel —The principal difadvantage under which this parifly
labours, is the fcarcity of fuel, The common peaple burn turf
or peat. The refident heritors and the better fort of farmers
bring coal from Northumberland, pzrtly in carts, from a place
called Etal, about 20 miles diftant, and partly on horfe-back,
from Birdhopecraig. The latter fpecies is abundant, and by
far the mo't valuable; and it is a fortunate circamftance for
the kingdom at large, that the ‘beft fpecies of fuel thould be

found
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found even in the interior parts of Northumberiand, in fuck
confiderable quantities: It could eafily be conveyed to the
fea by a canal; and that beft nurfery of Brisith feamen, which
depends on the fupplying the great market of London with
coals, may be thus preferved, even though they fail jn the
ncighbogrhoad of the ¢oatt, .

NUM.
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NUMBER V.

PARISH OF KIRKMICHE AL

an lbc Communications tranfmitted by the Rev. Dr BURGEsy
Minifler of that Parifb.

R ————

Nome, Extent, and Boundaries.

HE derivation is obvioufly from St Michael to whom
the Church was dedicated. It is fituated in the pref-
bytery of Lochmaben, in the county and Synod of Dumfries.
It confifts of the two parifhes of Kirkmichael and Garrel,
which were united about the year 1663, or 1664. The form
of the united parithes is nearly clliptical; being about tea
miles long and four broad in the middle. It is bounded on
the fouth-eaft by the parith of Lochmaben, on the fouth by
. Tinwald and Kirkmahoe, on the weft by Clofeburn, on the
north-weft by Kirkpatrick Juxta, and on the north-eaft by
the parith of Johafton.

Surface.—The upper or north-weft part of the parifh is hilly,
and chiefly covered with heath, except only a few fpots of ara-
ble ground on the fides of the river Ae, and the rivulet called
Glenkill-burn. The lower or fouth-caft part is in general
ylain, but interfperfed with feveral rifing grounds covered

with




O Kirdmithack of

dvitit heath; and fome large peat mioffes which fupply the ing
habitants with fuel. There are now no open undiyidgd
commons’; but there is, in the lower part of the parith, a
donifiderablle extent of ground f{till lying unimproved. In the
eftate of Kirkmichael and the barony of Rofs; and in twe -
other fmall properties, befides plantationss there may be 150y
or uearly 200 acres of natural wood: - There is much marthy
ground, which, if properly drained and cultivated, might turm '
to good account. . .
80il and Produce.~—~The fuil on the fides of the river Ae in
the weft, fouth, and fouth-eaft part of the parith is very for-
tile, producing wheat, oats, and barley in great plentys
the middle parts are moftly dry and gravelly; but produce
oats, barley, and peafe tolerably well ; the calt fide, efpecial-
ly by the fide of the river Kinnell, is very fertile. In ordina-
ry years, between 6 and 10 thoufand ftones of oat meal arg
fold out of the parith after the inhabitants have been fuppli-
ed. In the remarkable years 1782 and 1783, the crops
were not only fufficient for the demands of the inhabitantg,
but allowed a confiderable quantity to be fold in the ad.
jacent parifhes. For the laft thirty four years, no crop was fp
bad as not to furnifh the inhabitants with provifion, and
leave a great quantity for the market. The reafon of thig
fteady fertility feems to be the effets of the depth and moif;
ture of the foil, which circumftances, though they may re-
tard the harveft cight or ten days later than in .the parithes
immediately fouth of it, render the ground lefs liable to’be
hurt in dry feafons. Flax, hemp, and grafs, are rarely fown
in the parith. The fowing feafon here ufually begins about
the 1oth of March and in good years, the harveft is con-
«cludgd about the 1t week of O&ober ; but this year having
. been
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Secn uncommenly wet, the harveft was eoncluded only oA
the 12th of November. '

* Air, Chmate, and Difeafes.—From the quality of the foil,
the range of high mountains on the north-weft, and rivers
and burns which run on each fide and acrofs the parith, the
air is neceflarily moift 3 but, from the rapidity of the rivers)
Rhe air is frequently changed, and feldom fuffered to ftag-
nate. The inhabitants are remarkably healthy. There have
been no epidemical difeafes for thefe laft 34 yeats, except
- the fmall pox and meafles, which have never bcen uncom-
nwooly mortale  Rheumatifms are the moft prevalent dife
orders.

Population.—The number of inhabitants is 950, viz. sog
‘males, and 445 females. The proportion between batchelors
and married men, including widowers, is as one to four
nearly, There were no records prior to the year 1724, and
the records which were kept from that time to 1759, are fo
dnaccurate, that it is impoffible to judge of population for~
merly. About 30 years ago, the number of inhabitants was
about 7303 and confequently the increafe fince that period
is 220 fouls. The increafe feems owing to the divifion and
cultivation of a very large common, and the improvement of
other lands. The increafe would probably have been much
greater, had it not been for the prafice of Jeading farms as it
s called ; that is, a farmer on one farn pofiefles at the fame
time another fmaller farm, which is faid to be led along with
the other. About fixty years ago, the number of farms was
above 20 more than at prefent 5 and, within thefc few years,
feven confiderable farms, that formerly had numerous fami-
lies refiding on them, are now /rd along with others, and
wre confequently uninhabited.

The
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The annual average number of births is 26 ; of burials 18
or 19; and of marriages nearly 6; and each marriage pro-
duces, .at an average, § children. There are at prefent Go
perfons between 50 and 70 years old; and 25 between 70
and 100. Omnec man in the parith is 103 years old. His ac-
count of himfelf is, that he was born in the borrowing days ¢
of the year that King William came in, and that he was bap-
tifed in Aidlings, (i. e, fecretly), by a Prefbyterian minitter
the following fummer, as the Curates were then in the kirks.
Though he is now moftly confined to bed, he retains his
mental facultics very ditinét; and three years ago he wrought
at the harveft in perfect health and fpirits. A weaver who
died a few years ago, remembered his being feveral times
employed to ride King William’s dragoon horfes to water,
when they were going to Ireland before the battle at the

Boyne.

Occupation and Divifion of the Inkabitants—~There are 6o
farmers; the average of perfons in cach family is fluc~
tuating and uncertain, being ufually more in fummer than
in winter 3 there are 4 blackfmiths; 4 carpenters; 3 mil-
lers; 4 thoemakers; 6 taylors; 16 weavers; 3 clogmakers;
3 little merchants; 1 furgeon, an old man. No nobility or
gentry refide in the parith. There are three fmall villages
in the parifh; the largett confifting of 100 fouls, and cach of
the other two of about 70 or 75." They live on three large
corn farms, on which, with their own induftry, they fubfitt
pretty comfortably. The people, in general, are occonomical
and induftrious. Very few of them have gone into either
the army or navy thefc many years. They enjoy, in a rea-
fonable degrec, the comforts and advantages of fociety, and

VouL.L H feem
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*  ® That is, on one of the three laft days of March 1688,
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feem to live contented. They are in general charitably dife
pofed. The number of Seceders, Cameronians, and Relief
people, young and old, are about go.  All the reft are of the
Eftablifhed Church. There are no Catholics nor Epifco-
palians.

Rent of Lands.~The land rent of the parifh amounts te
about L. 23004 and, if to this be added the interelt, at 10
per cent, on L. 2000 of graflums, the whole will amount to
about L. 2500, ‘The valued rent is 4315 merks Scots.

Church.—The living, or ftipend, is L. 55 :11: 1, with
L. 3:17:9}, for defraying the expences of the facrament.
The glebe confifts of about 14 acres of high lying land, which,
with the manfe and garden, could not be rated at abose
L. 10 a year. The Duke of Queenfberry is the patron of the
old parifh of Kirkmichael, by a charter from the crown; but,
us the patronage of the old parifh of Garrell is not in that
charter, and as Garrell was a menfal church of the Arch-
bifhopric of Glafgow, the crown chims the right of being
vice-patron of the united parith. Dr Burgefs, the prefent
incumbent, was prefented to the charge in 1759; he is now
a widower, with an only daughter. ‘The two parithes were
united in 1660, but not without fome difficulty on the part
of the parifhioners of Garrell,

The church of Garrell was built in 1617; but Kirkmi.-
chael becoming the place of worfhip afrer the union of the
two parifhes, it was fuffered to fall to ruin. The church of
Kirkmichael was partly rebuilt, and fomewhat enlarged, in
1929, and covered with flates in place of heath, with which
it had been formerly thatched. It was repaired again, and
gqnfiderably colarged, by a late decreet of the Court of Sef-

$on,

~
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fion, and thie church-yard furrounded with a good ftone and
lime wall, and coped with frece ftone. ‘'lhe manfe was part
ly new built, and partly enlarged, in 1729, and has had two
or three répairs fince that time; but it is ftill rather a cold
uncomfortable dwellings ‘The number of heritors is 8; of
whom only 2, of fmall property, refide in the parifh.

State of the Psr—The poor receiving alms are only 53
who are fupported, partly, by weekly colleftions, which,
with fmall fines exacted from delinquents, and dues paid for
marriages and baptifms out of the church, amount, annually,
to L. 14 or L. 15, and partly by alms, in meal and other
vituals, given them from houfe to houfe, or fent to them
when unable to go about the parith. There are no legacies
or mortifications, nor as yet is there any neced of them.

In extraordinary cafes of diftrefs, we have a cuftom which
deferves to be taken notice of in a paper of this kind; and
that is, when any of the lower people happen to be re-
duced by ficknefs, loffes; or misfortunes of any kind, a
friend is fent to as many of their neighbours as they think
necdful, to invite them to what they call a drinking. This
drioking confifts in a little {mall beer, with a bit of bread and
cheefe, and fometimes a fmall glafs of brandy or whitky, pre-
vioufly provided by the needy perfons, or their friends. The
guefts convene 4t the time appointed, and, after collelting a
fhilling a-piece, and fometimes more, they divert themfeves
for about a couple of hours, with mufic and dancing, and
then go home. Such as cannot attend themfelves, ufually fend
their charitable contribution by any neighbour that choofes
to go. Thefe meetings fometimes produce 5, 6, or 7 pounds,
to the needy perfon or fimily.

Woods.
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Wosds.~As to timber, befides a pretty large wood of fora

reft trees, with extenfive plantations of common firs, pitch
firs, filver firs, laburgums, beeches, oaks, planes, Limes, &c.
on the eftate of Kirkmichael, there are feveral of the rarer
fpecies of indigenous trees, the Prunus padus, :birds cherry),
Viburnum opulus, (water elder), honeyfuckles, bullaces, and
mountain afhes.

1n the barony of Rofs there was, till within thefe laft feven

years, an extenfive wood, called Knockwood, confilting al-

nott wholly of excellent oaks, which was {old by the prefent

proprietor for about 800 guineas; and, unfortunately, has not

- fince been properly fenced from the fheep and cattle in the
neighbourhood.

As to rare plants, of the lefs ufeful kinds, there are, in
the parith, the Pyroh rotundifolia, (the winter green), An-
dromeda polifolia, (the marth ciftus, or wild rofemary), the
Lichen veatofus, (or ftorm liverwort), Lichen venofus, (or
veined liverwort), Lichen burgenfii, (or crowned liverwart),
with feveral others.

The number of black cattle, on an average, are eftimated
at between 1000 and 12003 theep from 8000 to 10,000
and horfes at above 100. The wild quadrupeds are foxes,
otters, badgers, hares, wild cats, polecats, ermines, and wea-
fels.  As.the eftate of Kirkmichael aboands both with nata-
ral wood and planting, there is, of courfe, a confiderable va-
riety of birds. Befides black cocks, moor-fowl, partridges,
plovers, wild ducks, teals, and fuipes, there is great plen-
,ty of the rarer fpecies of birds, the land and the water
rails, the quail, the miffel thrufh, the pine and the common
bulfinch, the wryneck, the golden-crefted and the willow

wrens,
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wrens, the redftart, the creeper, the ﬂycatcf;et ; with the dun,
the grey, the barn, and the horned owls.

Of migratory birds, there are the cuckow, the goatfucker,
the fwift, the houfe and window {wallow, the fand martin or
river fwallow, the curlew, called here the whaup, the lape
wing, plover, or tewit, the king’s fil.ier, the fea lark, the
fandpiper, the greater and lefler terns or fea fwallows ; with
gulls, mews, fhelldrakes, divers, &c.

The fand martin ufually appears here about the middle, or
towards the end of March, and departs about the 1ft of Sep«
tember ; the cuckow about the 2oth of April, and departs °
about the 1ft of Auguft; the curlew and lapwing about the
-middle of March, and depart about the middle of Auguft;
the houfe and window fwallows about the 20th of April, and
depart from the 4th to the 3oth ‘of September ; the {wift and
goatfucker arrive about the commencement of continued day-
light, (i- e. here, about the 10th of May), and depart about the
end of it, inthe fecond week of Auguft; the king’s fither
comes up the rivers about Chriftmas, and ufually ftays about
three or four weeks ; the fandpiper, fea lark, and mew, vifit
and ftay through the whole of the breeding feafon ; indeed,
the guil, mew, and fheldrake, are often here in the winter,

when the weather is mild,

With regard to mineral {prings;—there are feveral veins
of iron ftone and ocher in cvery quarter of the parith, and
confequently many fprings of chalybeate water; but none
of a ftrength fo remarkable as to be any way noticed or fre-
quented. There are two lochs, or lakes, in the parifh, viz.
one towards the head, of about two or three acres in extent,
apparcntly very deep, but without fith of any fort; and an-

’ other
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‘other near the foot, containing ten or twelve acres, in which

there are a great number of pike and ecl, but not fo nume-
rous as to ferve the ncighbouring inhabitants as an article

of food.

Price of Provifions.—~About 40 or 45 years ago, a beef cow,
which at prefent cofts from L.s. to L.6. and fometimes
“mdre, could have been purchafed for L. 2:2: 0, 0or L. 2 $10:0,
at the utmoft. A fat ewe or wedder, that fells now at 12's.
or 14s. could have been bought then for gs. or 6s.; and
“veal and lamb in proportion. Pork was little ufed here till
. ‘within thefe laft 20 or 30 years; it is now very generally eaten,
and fells at 3d, 3}d. and 4d. the pound, according to its
goodnefs, and the quantity that happens to be in the market.
Geefc were then to be had at 8 d. or 9 d. a-piece; ducks at
3d.or 4d.; hensat 4d.; chickens at 11d. and 2d.; but-
ter at 4 d. the pound, equal to 24 ounces averdupois weight ;
cheefe at 2 d. per pound ; oats from 1s. to 1s. 3d. the Dum-
fries peck, which is equal to the Winchefter bufhel ; bear and
barley from 18. 2d. to 15. 6d. Wheat was feldom fown
here at that period. At prefent, all thefe prices are greatly
increafed, and fome of them confiderably more than dos-
bled.

Price of Labour.—The general wages for day labourers in
hufbandry, and other work, is 8 d. with vituals, or 1 s, with-
out themj carpenters, bricklayers, and mafons, have ufually
15.6d. or 15, 8d.; and taylors 8 d. and their vi®tuals. In
general, the wages now paid to workmen of every defcription
arc double what they were 20 or 30 years ago. The wa-
ges of ‘male fervants, about 30 years ago, were from L. 3 to
L. 4 a year; at prefent they are between L. 7 and L. 8, and
fome Rill higher: Maid fervants, at the above period, bad

from
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from L. 1:15:0 toL. 2:5:0a year; they now getﬁ'om
L.2:t0:0toL.4:10:0.

Antiquities.—There are feveral indiftin® remains of an.
tient fortifications, but no traditions about any other than
a fmall fort in the Knock Wood, called Wallace’s Houfe,
faid to have been thrown up by Sir William Wallace, after
he had flain Sir Hugh of Moreland and five of his men, at
a place ftill named, from that event, the fax corfes, i. e. the
fix corpfes ; and where there are two or three large ftones,
which feem to have been fet up in remembrance of fpme fuch
tranfation.

There are fome {mall tumuli, or cairns; but none of them
have been opened, nor have their conteats been examined.

Thete are feveral barrows, or burrans, as they are called
here. They feem to have been intended for folding cattle
at night : And it is obfervable, that, when one of thefe bar-
rows is on one farm, there is always one oppofite to, and
within call of it, upon another. This has probably been done
with an intention, that, in cafe of any inroad from the Eng.
lilh Border, whoever of the herds or keepers firft obferved
the encmy, might give notice to, and be ready to affift, the
other, either to defend, or carry off the cattle .to places of
greater fafety.

The only Roman works in the parifh are, a branch of
the great road that led from Netherby in Cumberland to the
chain of forts built by Lollius Urbicus, between the Forth
and'the Clyde, that can ftill be traced through a mofs, and
feems to have terminated at a caftellum, which is now the
minifter’s garden, and of which two fides remain fill very

diftin&,
About
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. About fix years ago, there was found, in a fmall piece of
peat mofs, near the line of the road above mentioned, a pretty
large pot, of afort of bafc copper, and a decanter of the
fame metal, of the fhape and fize of our white ftone quart
decanters, with three feet, about 1} inch long. ‘I'hey were
both fent by Dr Burgefs to the Society of Antiquaries at
Edinburgh, and are in their mufeum. They were thought
to be Roman. They might have been thrown into the place
where they were found when the Romans left the caftellum,
perhaps purfued by the natives, and obliged to abandon fome
of their heavy baggage, to expedite their flight,

NUM.
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NUMBER VL
PARISH OF SPROUSTON,

By the Rev. Mr RoseRT TURNBULL,

M and Wdcfo

'I“HIS parith is fituated in the county of Tiviotdale, prefs

bytery of Kelfo, and fynod of Merfe and Tiviotdale.
It is about fix Englith miles long, and four broad; being
bounded by the parith of Carham, in England, and by Yet-
holm, Linton, Kelfo, Ednam, and Eccles, in Scotland. . That
part of it which lies by the fide of the Tweed is flat, and
liable to be overflowed ; and the corn is frequently fwept off
the ground. The fouthern part of the parith is higher ground,
though net hilly. The foil, by the fide of the Tweed, is exe
cellent, and very fertile: No part of the parith, however, is
barren.

Cultivatien, Produce, arid Rent—Corn of all kinds, clover,
rye-grafs, flax, turnip, cabbage, and moft forts of garden ve-
getables, are raifed in this parith. Oxen and fheep are fed
on turnip with confiderable profit. The magnitude of farms,

. which of late have been increafitig, is reputed a grievance. A
farm was lately let at L. 1 : 71 o per acre. The valued rent of the
parith is L. 13,263 : 6 : 8 Scots ; the real rent is about L. 4350
Sterling. There are four poffeflors of landed property; but

Vor.l. I nons
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none of them refide here. Agriculture is greatly improved.
More corn is raifed, and more cattle and theep are fed for the
market, than formerly,

4

Church and Stipnd.—The church and manfe were built
about ten years ago. Thé ftipend, including the glebe, may
be valued at L. 120. The Duke of Roxburgh is patron.

Population.—The population, as is thought, has not varied
for thefe.forty years paft. There are many perfons between 70
and ico years of age. The number of fouls in the parifh is
fuppofed to be about 1000. It is probable that the popula-
tion has diminithed éonﬁderably fince the year 1714; and the
union of farms is perhaps the caufe of this diminution. The
annual average of births, from 1714 to 1750,-is 37; from
1750 to 1790, is 30. The moft numerous clafs of artificers
are weavers ; there are 30 in the village of Sproufton; 8 ma-
fons, ‘and 4 carpenters. There are about Go feceders in the
parith,

Peor.—~The annual average of the poor, from 1737 to
1758, is 335 and from 1758 to 1790, is 18. The average
of the monthly diftributions to them, during the firft of thefe
periods, (from 1737 to 1758)is L. 3:18:10; and the ave-
rage during the laft is L. 3:19:1.  The oldeft records that
could be found of the poors rates, begin in the year 1937.
The mode of providing for the poor in the fhire of Tiviot-
dale, and the only legal mnode, though not univerfally obfer-
ved, in Scotland, is this: The heritors, with the minifter and
clders, have the power of making up a lift of the poor, and
aflefling for their monthly maintenance. The affeffiment con-
tinues fix months} the heritors paying the one half, and the
tenants the other, according to their refpetive valued rents.
Perfons
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Perfons who become objelts of charity, from ficknefs, or other

caufes, are relicved by the feflion dut of the weekly collec-
tions. The poor live in their own houfes. The cfeds of 21l
the poor enrolled are inventoried, and fo}d at their deceafe,
which is a check againft xmpoﬁnons.

Price of Provifions and Labour.—'L'he price of all kinds of
provifions, cfpecially of oatmeal, has greatly increafed; and,
if potatoes had not been introduced, the price of oat.i.eal
muft have been ftill higher There is a confiderable advance
in the wages of all fervants, Men, during harveft, reccive
L.1:4:¢, and women L, 1, with dict; a man hired for a
day 1s.; and a woman 10d. Forty years ago, a man’s wa-
ges, in harveft, was only 8d and a woman’s 6 d. a-day. A
cottage muft give the farmer one reaper. A labourer gets
1s. a-day in fummer, and 10d. in winter. His wages are
fufficicnt to enable him to bring up a family. Taylors wages
are lately advanced from 4 d. to 6d. and 8 d. a-day.

Fifb.—The Tweed, which runs along the north fide of
this parith, abounds with falmon. They fell high in the
fpring, the greateft part of them being fent,” by Berwick, to
London ; but the prices vary confiderably; and, in fummer,
they are tolerably cheap. There is a project for carrying a
canal, along the Tweed, from Berwick to Kelfo, or even
higher.

Mifeellancous Obfervations.—Sea fowls appear here ¥n great
numbers in the fpring, about feed-time; they follow the
plough, and are thence called jfied-birds. Coal, the only fuel
ufed here, is brought from England. The roads are bad,
owing, probably, to the ftatute labour being commuted. It
is the general opinion that turnp:kes have improved the coun-

te
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try- Only one fuicide has been committed in the courfe of

more than forty years. The people, in gencral, are contented
and induftrious; their condition, however, would be melio-

rated, if they had better houfes: Their manners and cuf~
toms remain the fame as formerly ; but drefs, and the mode

of living, are much improved,

NUMN.
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NUMBER VIL
PARISH OF LONGFORMACUS.

By the Rev. Mr SELBY ORD.

Name, Situation, and Surface.

T is uncertain whence the name of this parith is derived.
It is in the fhire of Berwick, prefbytery of Dunfe, and
fynod of Kelfo. It is twelve miles long and fix broad ; fur-
rounded by the parithes of Dunfe, Langton, Greenlaw, Weft-
ruther, Cranfhaws, and Abbey St Bethun’s. It is quite hilly;
being in the midft of that ridge of hills which divides the flat
and rich lands of Eaft Lothian from the beautiful, well in-

clofed, and highly cultivated plains of Berwickthire. The
greateft part of the furface is covered with heath, caten by
fmall black faced theep, which, when removed to good paf-
tures, may be fo fattened as to weigh 10 or 12 pounds the

quarter.

Cultivation and Produce~The lands near the rivers Whit.-
adder and Dye, have been improved by lime brought from
Faft Lothian at the diftance of 17 miles, and have been made
to raife oats, barley, peafe, rye-grafs, red and white clover,
and turnip. But the farmers are preveated from great exer-
tions by the high rents, the great expence of manure, the

badnefs of the roads, and the diftance of markets. The in-
creafe
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creafe of corn is from two, or even one, to fix. The prefent
land rent amounts to L. 1700 a-year. There are g heritors.
The patron of the parith, Mr Home, is the only refiding
one.

Climate and Population.—The air is dry, cold, and piercing.
The only difeafes are rheumatifms and cutaneous diforders,
which feem to be occafioned by poor food, damp houfes, and
want of cleanlinefs. Population, owing to large farins, to the
tenants refiding at a diftance, and to part of the lands being
turned entirely into pafture for theep, is on the decreafe.
The number of fouls is 452 ; of famiiics. 100; of perfons from
16 to 6o years of age, 112. The number ot births, in thefe
laft fix years, 1s 47; of marriages, 21; of deaths, 27. Many
people born in this parifh being obliged to feek employment in
other parifhes, all whe die in the parith not being buried in
it, and thofe only regiftered that are buricd here, the deaths
bear but a fmall proportion to the births,

Poor, and Wages—~There are 5 families, confifting of 13
perfons, upon the poors roll. They receive L. 15 per annum ;
which is raifed by weekly colleétions at the church, and oc-
caional cefs upon the lands. A labourer’s wages is 1s. a-
day ; mafons and joiners, 1s.; taylors, 6d. and their meals.
Houfehold men fervants wages are 6 or 7 pounds per annum,
and women, 3 and 4 pounds.

Mifzellaneous Obfervations.—The ftipend of this parifh is
L. 100. There are about 70 horfes, 500 feore of theep, and
200 head of cattle. There are favourable appearances of
copper ore. Attempts were made to work it a few years ago;
but patience and perfeverance were wanting. Some cart
loads of ore were dug up in making a road: The prefent

- minifter
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minpifter fmelted fome of it, and found it very rich. There
are two hills of a beautiful fhape, known by the name of the
Dirrington Lows. ‘There is a heap of ftones at a place called
Byrecleugh, 80 yards long, 25 broad, and 6 high. lhey were
colleéted, probably, by fome army, to perpetuate a victory, or
fome other remarkable event. The mofies and moors in the
parith fupply the inhabitants with fuel; but ome coal is
brought from a diftance. The people, accuftomed to the
paftoral lifc in their early years, arc rather inclined to indo- °
lence and eafe. Their condition might be improved by the
introdution of manutadtures,

NUM-
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NUMBER VIL

PARISH OF LAUDER,
By the Rev. Dr Jamss Forp,
——-———-—

Name, Situation, and Surface.

HE name of Lauder feems to be of Celtic original, de-
rived from the word /ade, which fignifies the paflage,
or courfe, and fometimes the mouth, of a river; and it is Li-
- terally applicable to the fituation. It is fituated in the highe
eft part of the Merfe, or Berwickfhire. It extends about eighe
miles from north to fouth ; but the bulk of the parifh is con- -
tained in four miles, upon the ftrath of Lauder water. It is
bounded by the parithes of Channelkirk, Stow, Melrofe,
Eatllton, Legerwood, and Weftruther. The foil is rather
light and fandy. It is in general fertile; and, of late, has been
highly cultivated. The ground rifes gradually from the river,
on cach fide, to hills of a moderate height, and moftly green.
They are covered with a mixture of heath and juniper, which
makes excellent theep pafture.

Cultivation, Produce, Farms, &'c.—There may be about nine
fquare miles in corn and hay grafs. Sown grafs, for pafture
and for hay, is much cultivated. The hay fells from 4 d. to
7 d. per ftone, according to the demand. Good crops of
wheat have been produced ; but this grain is thought to be

toe
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oo exhaufting for the foil. - Excellent oats aad barley are
riifed, and exported weekly to Dalkieth and Edinburgh,
efpecially oats and catmeal. The foil produces flax in great
perfeltion 3 but, at prefent, it is only cultivated for the ufe
of the inhabitants. ‘Turnip and potatoes are reared to a great
extent; and theep and oxen fed here with much advantage.
The average rent of farms is from L. 50 <0 L. 150 per annum.
In the neighbourhood of Lauder, the land lets from 20 to 40
fhillings per acre ; but the average rent of arable land is from
§ 1o so thillings per acre. Since the late improvements in
hufbandry commenced, fome farms have been divided into
two or three, and fome fmaller ones have been uniked, ac-
cording to the fkill or ability of the tenant. There is little
land inclofed, except in the neighbourhood of Lord Lauder-
dale’s houfe. Al are convinced of the advantages of this
praflice; and it will probably advance with confiderable ra-
pidity. There was formerly abuadance of natural wood,
eipecislly on the low grounds, and by the fide of the river.
It was long ago wed out ; but the proprictors are beginning to
plant again.

Minerals, (&c.—~There are fome copper‘ mines, but, it is
fuppofed, not fufficiently rich to defray the expence of work-
ing. Moor-ftone is every where to be met with. 1t is ufed
for inclofing, and is very proper for the purpofe, being large
and flat. The flate found here is of an inferior quality. Ad-
der-fones, arrow points of flint, commonly called elf or fairy
Slenes, are to be feen here; and, in the neighbourhood, ftones
of fanciful thapes, as of fnails, worms, and other animals. ‘Lhey
are found after heavy rains, by which they are wafhed out of

their beds.

Shrep.~—The number of fheep produced and fed in this pa-‘
Vou. L ' K rith,
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rifh, is fappofed to amount to 10,000. The breed is, of lats,
confiderably improved. Taking the produce of this, and of
the neighbouring parithes, into confideration, the town of Laue
der feems to be onc of the beft fituated places in Scotland for
.the eftablifhment of a woolen manufalture. "Turnips are
amuch xultivated for feeding theep; but, fince the late game
adt, the hares hdve become fo numerous as greatly to injure
the crops of that valuable article.

Population—There are at prefent about 2000 fouls in the
parith. Its population has been increafing, particularly fince
an eafy communication was opened between different parts of
the country by means of turnpike roads. 1500 of the inha-
bitants are above 10 years of age. About 1000 of thefe re-
fide in the country part of the parifh, and the remainder inm
the borough of Lauder. The annual average of marriages is
about 8 or 103 that of births and deaths about 30. Each
marriage, at an ayerage, produces g children. The people,
in genera}, live long: Many have fusvived go, and fome even
100, during sthe incumbency of the prefent minifter. Some
are below middle ftature, many above it; and the fize of not
a few is upwards of fix feet. The people are, generally, firong
and healthy. There are about 40 farmers in the parith, and
a confiderable number of artifts in the borough and country,
There is in this parith a feceding minifter; though the num-
ber of feceders is but {mall. There are two writers, and twe
furgeons. As this parifh, when Dr Webfter made his ine
quiry, contained only 1714 fouls, it has increafed, wntl;m 4.
years, about 300 in populatxon

. Church, and Stipend.—The church of Lauder was original.
ly a chapel of eafe to Channel-kirk, or Childrens Kirk, being
dedicated to the holy Innoceats. At the Reformation, kau-

’ der
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¥t wiis mddé a parochial charge. At firft, the church ftood
ba the north fide of the town, fronting Lauder fort; and it
Was in this old charch that the Scotch nobility were aflfem-
bled, when they determined to make a prifoner of James I1L. 5
and the houfe in which he was feized is flill ftanding. The
ftipend, including the glebe, is between L. 9o and L., 100 per
sangm; half money, half vichal.

Poor—~The number of poor in this parith is about 30,
‘Their maintenance amounts to about L. 80 per annum ; ari-
fing from afleflments; Sunday’s colletions, and dues for lend-
ing the pall, called in Scotland the mor?-cloth.

Wages.—The wages of a countryJervant is from §to 7
pounds per amsium; of labourers from g d. to 1s. a-day; of
carpenters, mafons; and gardeners, about 1s. 3d. The price
of every kind of labour is greatly increafed; reapers wages are
almoft doubled. The wages of women fervants have advan-
ced from 20 to 40 fhillings per annum ; and of fuch as work
at turnips, and milk ewes, to L. 3 per half year.

Mifcellancous Obfervations.—The air is pure and healthy;
and this place has been often called the Scotch Montpelier.
The land tent of the parith may be about L. 6coo Sterling,
There are fix heritors of rank, only one of whom refides in
the parith. The number of feuers, or fmaller pofleflors of
land, is confiderable. There are about 100 ploughs, and
many of them of modern conftruétion.

For 30 years paft, much improvement in education, man
ners, and the mode of living, as well as in feveral other parti-
culars, has been introduced into this part of the country. In
a courfe of about 10 miles, between Lauder and Tweed, the

: river
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river turns between 20 and 3e mills, fome of which have
been lately erefted for the purpofe of grinding barley and
wheat. There are now tarnpike, parochial roads, and
bridges made, and kept in goed repair, by the toll-bar mo-
ney, and ftatute-labour commuted into money according to
the number of fervants and horfes. The turnpike roads have
been the caufe of many other improvements. Coal, lime,
and the eftablithment of a woolen manufaCture, are want-

ing. The people are generally aétive and fpirited, and have

always been ready to engage in labour of any kind : Many of
them are, at prefent, both in the army and navy. The poor,
in general, confider themfelves able te bring up a family with
an income of about L. 12 Sterling.

In 1782, and 1783, the fituation of the inhabitants was
truly deplorable. Iz was the end of December before the
harveft was finithed, after a great part of the crop was de-
ftroyed by froft and fnow. Nome of the farmers could pay
their rent ; fome of them loft from L. 200 to L. 500 Ster-
ling. The country, however, was greatly relieved by the im-
portation of white peafe from America. Many found great
advantage in feeding their cattle with furze or whins, beat
into a math, The poor were relieved by the expenditure of
the public funds, which fupplied them with grain at a mo-
derate price. There were likewife feveral liberal contribu-

. tions for this purpofe. But the fituation of this part of the

country, and, it is believed, of all the fouth of Scotland; was
ftill worfe in 1766: In confequence of a parching drought
during the whole fummer, two thirds of the cattle werer
flaughtered at Martinmas, and fold at 3 farthings a pound.
Many of thofe that remained died at the ftall in'the fubfe-
quent fpring, after having confumed all the ftraw that could

be provided for them. Bear ftraw {old at 1s. 6d. per threave.
Priozr
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Prior to that period, not above four or five fnall beeves were
killed in Lauder market at Martinmas  Since that time, in
confequence of the cultivation of turnip and grafs, there hag
been plenty of the beft beef and mutton through the whole
year.

Peat and turf were formerly uféd here for fuel; but, fince
the turnpike roads were made, coal, though tranfported from
the diftance of 15 miles, is ufed for that purpofe both in town

and country. The farmers find it moft for their-advantage

to bring home lime in the fummer feafon, and coal when ré-
turning from Edinburgh or Dalkicth markets. ‘Thefe two,
with Kelfo and Haddington, are the markets neareft this pas
rith.

Antiguities—A confiderable quantity of Spanifh, Scotch,

and Englith coios, have been dug tp. The antiquity of the
firft extends no farther than the age of Elifabcth. The Scotch
and Englith belong to the age of Edward Longfhanks, and
Alexander 1. of Scotland; and fome of them are of a later
date. The minifter of Lauder is in pofleffion of fome of
thefe coins, and allo of feveral Roman coins, whofe infcrip-
tions are, Lucius Flaminius, Fulius Caefar, {Fc. There are
many PiQifh and Scotch encampments in this parifh and the
reighbourhood. All of them are of a round or oval figure,
and are called rings by the comnion people. The Roman
encampments were fquare or retangular ; but none of them
are to be feen in this part of the country. l'he largeft Scotch
or Fiith encamp.uent in the parith is on Tollis-hill, or
Thullius-hill. It is on the road between Lauder and Had-
dington, and is fuppofed to have gort its name from a Roman
army pafling through this country, and commanded by a Tul-
lius, DMany tumuli are to be feen in Lauder moor, on the

old
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old road to Melrofe, where it is probable fome battles have
been fought, as fragments of fwords, bows, and arrows, aré
found there ; but no record or tradition is known concerning
them. The arrows ‘were pointed with flint-ftone, tapcrmg
from the junéture, about an inch long.

Lauder Fort.~Towards the north of the tower of Lauder,
by the river fide, ftands Lauder fort. This fabtic is near
§oo yearsold. It was built by Edward Longthanks, who
had over-run Scotland. It was rebuilt, and converted into 2
dwelling-houfe, by the Duke of Lauderdale, in the end of the
Iaft century. There are fome noble apartments in it, and rich
ftucco work, according to thé tafte of that agé. One of the
old apartments is preferved as a curiofity.

N UM
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NUMBER IX.
PARISH OF AYTON,
By the Rev. Mr Gronce Houe.

P ———

Nm’ Sifm, ("&' .

HE parith of Ayton feems to take its name from the
water of Eye. It lies in the county of Berwick, pref-
bytery of Chirnfide, and fynod of Merfe and Tiviotdale.
The parifhes by which it is bounded are Eyemouth and Col-
dingham on the north, Chirnfide on the weft, Foulden and
Mordington on the fouth, and by the fea en the eaft. The
parifh is about 4} miles long, and 4 broad : It was once of
larger extent, when Lammerton, Rofs, and Shiels belonged
toit. The foil is in general fertile, and particularly adapted
for the turnip hutbandry. There is about 2 miles extent of
fea coaft. The fhore is bigh and rocky. 'Lhe hills in this
parifh lie chiefly in the fouthern extremity. The foil of fome
of them, efpecially of a ridge of no very confiderable height,
§s in general well adapted for producing corn or grafs.

Cultivation and Produce.—Agriculture has undergone a great
change in the courfe of a very few years. Inftead of five or
fix fucceflive white crops, the farmers will feldom allow two
to follow each other ; for they derive confiderable advantage
from introducing a greea one, and occafionally fallow, be-

tween
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tween the white crops. The experience of this neighbourw
hood has rather a tendency to prove, that money expended
in the cultivation of moor lands has feldom turned to a good
account, and that planting is the beft mode of improvement ;
the effets of water, however, has not been tried. Lime o-
perates at firft, but lofes its effet as a Rimulus upon a fecond
trial. ‘Though the appearance of moor lands may be chang-
ed by culture and artificial grafies, they will not feed well ;
and, when wet or cold, are believed to lay the foundation of
the rct in fheep, a diftemper whic}: proves extremely fatal.

Two horfes only, are at prefent ufed in the plough here,
inftead of four oxen and two horfes, which was formerly the
praftice. They will perform the fame quaatity of labour
equally well, and in much thorter time. The Englifh plough
is chicfly ufed in this parith  The lands produce, moft of the
common vegetables, plants, and trees.  Artificial grafies are
much uvfed. Of late the farmers here directed their atten-
tion, and with great fuccels, to ftock. lhey find that the
lands in grais make 2 profitable return. By feeding, too, the
ground is euriched for future crops. "The advaxitage of teed-
ing fheep on the lands, in the proper feafon, with turnip, is
fenfibly felt; acd this pradtice is fuppofed to be preferable ta
a fummer fallowing ; and is, at the fame time, ng lofs to the
farmer. :
Plantations of all kinds of trees are much encouraged by
the prefent proprietor of the eftate of Ayton, which contrie
butes greatly to enrich and beautify the country. His lands
fome years ago were all run-rig ®, as was very much the cafe,
' particularly

* A common field, in which the different farmers had diffe-

Yent ridges alloted them in different years, acéording to the na,
ture of their cropss
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particalarly upon the boarders, with a view to engage the
people to a2 mutual defence arid proteétion of their property,
in times of turbulence and hoftlity. They are mow divided,
have convenicnt farm-houfes, und are highly improved.
Harvefts are rather carly here than late. The greateft part
of the lands ia this parifh is inclofed with hedges. Fences
of this kind are recommended both by their beauty and uti-
lity. The rife of rent feems to have operated hicre as a fpur
to exertion and improvement in agriculture. The farms
have rather decreafed in mumber. Seme -of them, though
but few, extend to 500 or 660 acres.

dAir and Diflempers —The dir is dry aad falabrious. The
fogs arifing from the fea feldom penetsate above a mile from
the fhore. The ague was very common prior to the improve-
ments and inclofirig of lands ; but fince that time this difor-
der has fcarcely been known here, except during the laft ve-
7y open winter.,

Horfes, Shecp, ¥'c.—The horfes bred and uofed here are
{lender ; but they are very aftive, and able to undergo
much fatigue: They bave advanced much in value. ‘The
breed of fheep is both geod and larges their weight, at
an average, is about 18 or 20 lbs. ger quarter. - Four of
their flecces yicld a ftone of wool. Five theep may be
maintained upon an acre of fome of the beft lands. ‘the
. number of fheep in this parith, till withia thefe ten or twelve
years paft, was fmall. Great advantage arifes from the larée
breed lately introduced: Befides yiclding more wool, they
are fit for the market in two years time; while fheep of
the fmaller fize requirc to be kept three years before they
are ready for the market. The wool of the large fheep is,
without doubt, of a coarfer quality 5 but this difadvantage is
Vor.L L more
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more than compenfated -by the quantity. On rich lande
even the fmall kind of (heep would increafe in fize, and their
wool become more plentiful, though of an inferior quality.
The wool fells from 128. to 1§5s. per fone. Oxen here are
commonly fed till they weigh from 60 to 100 ftone,

Fifb.—The water of Eye contains good trouts, but not in
any quantity. Cod, ling, haddocks, whitings, flounders, hol-
lyback, mackrell, and other kinds of fith, are caught here in
their feafons. Lobfters yicld confiderable profit; they are
chiefly bought up for the London market. Herrings have
been got in great quantitics ; but they, as well as the other
kinds of white fith, have failed much for thefe two years paft.
The fithermen have lately difcovered.the method of eatching
. turbot, which brings a good price. .

Populstion—In 1741 the village of Ayton feems to have
¢ontained about 320 fouls, and the country part of the parith
about the fame number. In 1773 the village contained about
360 fouls: The numbers in the country part were alfo in-
creafed. In 1780 the number of the inhabitants amounted to
1146, of which 420 were in the village, and 726 in the country
part of the parith. In the prefent year, 1790, the number a-
mounted to 1245. The village contains 147 families; there arc
202 males and 229 females above ten years of age, and 51 males
and 47 females below 10 years of age. The country part of
the parifh contains 136 families, which confift of 263 males
and 310 females above 10, and 53 males and go females be-
low 10. From this ftatement it may be remarked, that dur-
ing the laft ten years the population of the village has re-
ccived an addition of 109, while the country part of the pa-
sith has fuffered the decreafe of 10 in its numbers, " On the

' whole,
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vhole, the increafe of inhabitants within the laft so years,
may be ftated at above Goo.

Village of Agton.—~The village of ‘Ayton is fituated on the
banks of the Eye. About 30 new houfes have been feued
in it within thefe 15 years ; they confift of two or three fto-
ries, and are covered with tyles, The village has been im-
proved by ranging thefe new bmldmgs upoan a pleafant flop-
ing bank frommg the fouth.

v

MMa&xm«-—-A peper-mill was lately ereted here at
confiderable cxpence. It employs about 70 or 80 work peo-
Pl¢, and circuldtes about L. 25 per weck. ‘The wages carned
by the paper-makers are high, 'This manufaiture gives em-
ployment to & number of young perfons, who are taken in at
cight years of age. There is a wind-mill here, which was 3
pretty extenfive work. It manufactured a good deal of flour
during the American war, but has done little or no bufinefs
fince. " There are four water-mills in this parith; onc brew-
ery, which does not carry on an extenfive trade; a bleach-
field, which was eftablithed nrany years ago, and fucceeds
k employs about 7 or 8 hands.

Church and Stipend.—The parith church appears to be an
old edifice, and has lately received feveral improvements,
which its former ftate rendered extremely neceffary. The
ftipend, includinga late augmentation, and the value of the
glebe, is about L. 135 per annum. The Crown is patron.

Poor.—~The number of the poor belonging to this parifh is
variable. The heritors and tenants are aflefled to the extent
of L. 30 or L. 40 per annum for their fupport. To this fund
is added one half of the contributions at the church, which,

at--
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at am average, .is sboot 1s..2.d weekly. The other half s
diftributed under the infpection of the kirk-feffiom in ocga-
fional charities. Past of it, together with the moncey arifing
from marriages and the nfe of the pall (maort-cloth) is applicd
to educate poor childven and pay church officers. The cx-
pence lacurred for the maintenaoce of the parechial poor has
increafed near two thirds during the jncumbency, of the pre-
fent minifier.  The people in general, -however, cannot bear
the idea of being put oh the poor’s roll, evea when they aro
in diftrefs. Durirg a late period of fearcity meal was pur-
chafed for the ufe of poor hounfgholders, and fold: at a very mo-
derate price ;- but fow applied for the.benefit of this aidy cx-
cept thofe who were accultauned to, vecelse charity.

: Price of Provifions.~The prite of bytcher meat .is from
3id. to 4d. per 1o, Englifh weight ; it has adwanced. about
1 d.. per Ib.-within thefc 6 or 8 yeags. The price of. pork is
variable. Haddocks, which fold formeyly.at 4dsor 6d. per
fcore, now often bring as much a piece. A goofe is fbld here
tor 2s. ; a pair of ducks for 1'5. 3d.; a pair of -hens for 1s.
ad.; a turkey for 2s. 6d.; bytter folls for 7.d. and cheefe
for 4 per 1b.- The prices of grain, may be afsertained from
the fiars of the county.

1Wages.—The wages of a- labourer' are 1s.-a day; a car-
penter’s and mafon’s, 1s. 4d.; a taglor’s, 15. Threfhing of
corn is ufually paid by what is terined &, 7. e. 1 bollis allowed:
for every 25 bolis that are threfhed. _Fhe wages of a mafon
and Lis labourer, &c. are generally fettfed at {fo-much a rood.
A hind rezceives 2 bolls of barlcy 1 boll of peafe, and 10.bolls
of oats 3 he has a cow’s srafs, a houfe and yard, and as much
g.ound 2s will ferve to p-aut a firiot of potatoes. He is l:kc—
wife allowed what coals he may have occafion for in his fan

milg,
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ollf, feyiog @aly theprime cofty; which i about 24..8ds
por Gart load,; inglyding the tolls ;. the carriage is equal to 4 -
per Yoad, " ‘The hind’s wife reape in hasveft for the houfe. ;
He bas alfo L. 1 allowed for theep’s grafs. A man fervant
receives from L. 5:to L. 7 per asnum, with bed and board 5 a
maid fervam kml» z,tmb 4 porm
{ LA
Wmf:.-'lm mtmn} feﬂm« in :hk pamb.
firft . was a fosiety of Amtiburghers: Their namher is very .
fmall. Their miniter is provided with a vary good-heufpy-
and retéives from them, perbaps, abowt L: 40 per annum.
There is alfo 2 Burgher meeting-houfe: ity the village, rather
of a better appearance than the other ; she fe€ of Secodess”
who atiend it are more. numerous than the fotmer, .and of .
pritciples more sccoramedating o - the: times.: They alfe -
provide.a Koufe for their minitter, and allow him, probably,
L. 60 or L. 76 per.annum. Both thefa hayfes have begry buils
fince tho 1773, Though a ¢onfigerable number. have attachy .
ed themfelves to. the ditferent {cétaries, yet, being compofed.
of the.inferior ranks of the people, . their defeélion has ne€
diminifhed the contribution for the parochial poor. Little'is
allotted by them to the maintenance of their owa poor ;- yet
they contribute with zcal, many of them with liberalkity ilt,
fuited to their circumftanees, for the fupport of their eccle-,
fiaftical eftablithment.

Roads.—The roads in the parifh are getting into good re-
pair. ‘The poft road is now made, and fupposted by two
turnpikes, which were Jately erefted ; onc at the extremity
of the county towards Eaft Lothian, and the other at Berwick.
bounds. When they weré firft propofed, they met with keen
dppofition 3 but they have fince been univerfally acknow-
kdged to be of fignal benefit to the couptry. The ftatute

Jabour”
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lzbotr is commuted. - Putting up the roads ‘to avétion, has
been the mean of gemng them madc muach cheaper than
formerly )
v

Improvements fugge ﬂod ~1It would be an advantage to this
parifh, as well as to Eyemeuth, if the mail-corch would drop
a bag, containing fuch letters as are addreflfed to the inhabi-
tints of each, which would relieve them from the expence
of fending to Berwick or Prefs. If the woollen or cotton ma-
nufalture were introduced and encouraged here, the condi-
tion of the people might be greatly improved, To take the
duty off coals carried coaft-ways to Eyemouth, as is done at
Dunbar (to which port Eyemouth belongs) would great-
ly promote the eftablithment of manufadtures. .This du-
ty yields but a mere trifle to government, and fubjeéts the
people here to a ftate of entire dependence on Northum-
berland for fuel. ‘As the coal hills -adjoining to this part of
the country are almoft entirely engroffed by onc perfon, it
would be rather furprifing if he did not avail himfelf of this
advantage, by keeping up the price of fo important an article,

Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—The kelp made here is fuppofed
to be about 1§ or 20 tons apnually. There are fome quar.
ries in this parifh, the ftones of which anfwer for building,
and are fuppofed to be impregnated with an iron ore.  Free-
ftone is confined to a fmall part of the fhore. The free-ftone
muft be tranfported to the harbour of Eyemouth, and then
carried by land. Corn is carried to market in carts, which
have been ufed here for the fpace of 40 or 5o years. On the
hills on the fouth fide of the parifh are the remains of two
camps, fuppofed to be Roman or Saxon. Several urns, and
broken pieces of armour, have been found here. In the low
grounds towards the north-weft, are the veftiges of three en-

campments,
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esmpments, thought to have been Danith or Pidtith. Hifto-
ry mentiops the caftle of Ayton, but fcarcely any veftiges of it
vow remain. The names of places fecem to be derived chicf-
ly from the Saxon. There is one public, and two private
fchools in the parith. The cftablithed fchoolmafter, as is too
generally the cafe, has not g provifion adequate to the im-
portance of fuch-a charge. Thare are two white thread-
makers in the parith. There are two or three bridges; one
of them was built by aid from government: They are of
great utility. Two.boats crews only belong to Ayton.

In 1673, there appears to have been 24 heritors, including
portioners and feuers; in.this parifh : In 1790, there are about
14. At the former period, they were more diftinguithed
by family and rank. ‘There were 6 of the name of Home,
cach of fome diftin@ion ; now there is only one of that name 3
their lands having been difpofed of by the great heritors.
There are, however, feveral defcendants of portioners who
ftill retain theis pofleffions. .

The people, in general, are difpofed to induftry. Since
the induQion of the prefent minifter there is a very vifible
change in their mode of living and drefs.s Though the farms
arc much higher rented than formerly, yet the tenants are,
in every refpect, much more expenfive -than they were 1§
years ago. 'Tradefmen and labourers in the village are ad-
difted to the pernicious habit of ufing tea. Of late, alfo,
from the low price of whifky, the execrable cuftom of dram-
drinking is gaining ground, even among the women of the
Jower clafs. Habits fo inimical to health, induftry, and mo-
nals, ought to be checked if poffible. Two perfons belong-
ing to this parifh have been banithed from Scotland fince the
incumbent was fettled. He knows only of one perfon who

has
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has been guilty of fuicide. There is no 'want-of employment
for the people. They fe¢m contented with their fituation
and circomftances, and are not firangers te the comforts of
Yife, . ‘ .

This parith has feveral advastages. .It is near . markets,
for difpofing of grain; cattle, or ftock en the farms, being
9 miles from Berwick ahd 2 from Lyeniouth, It is at-mo
great diftance from coal: The price, however, confidering
that diftance, is certainly high. The poft:road to Londan
goes through the parith: And the vicinity of the fea affords
3 good fupply of moft kinds of fith. .The parifh of Ayton
does much more thad fupply itfelf with provifions.

NUM.
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'"NUMBER X

PARISH OF AIR.

B} the Rev. Dr DALRYNPLE, and the Rev. Dr MG1LL -

-~
v

Namz, Sitsation, Extent, Soil, and Surface,

HE name of the town, parifh, and county of Air, be-

longed Srft to the river, and was derived to them
from it. Itis probably of Celtic origin ; for, accordmg to
the information of a gentleman fkilled in the Irifh  language,
Abre fignifies thin or fhallow, and is truly defmptnvc of the
water of Air compared with the neighbouripg water of Dobn,
now Doon, which, flowing out of a large lake, is furnithed
with 2 more deep and copious fiream. There are two towns
of the fare name in France, Aire in Artois, and dire i in Gafe
cony, which, no doubt, have the fame etymology. The an«
tient name of this parifh, as appears from fome old papers,
was Are ; the modern name is Air or Ayr. It is fituated in
the cousty of Air, prefbytery of Air, and fynod of Glaf~
gow and Air. Its form is quadrangular. The weft fide, a-
bout a mile and a half long, is bounded by the fea; the north,
about 3 miles long, by the river Air; the fouth, about the
fame length, by the river Doon; the eaftern fide is fully 4
miles long, bounded by the parithes of Dalrymple and Coyl-
ton. For a mile and a half fouth of the town, the country

is quite flat, and the foil fandy. It is nearly the fame on the
M north
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north fide of the river, and the rife is but fmall for two mi¥es
more. On the eaft the rife is gradual and beautiful for two
miles and a half, The foil is for the moft part deep, much
improved of late, arid beautified by clegafit plantations, The
thore is flat, and, in general, fandy. There are fome funk
rocks; but they are not dangeraus.

Climate and Difeafes.—The air, uporn the whole, is rather
melt, owing to the clouds,. which are wafted by the fouth-
weft wind from the Atlantic Ocean. With a weft wind,
which is often the cafe, little or no raig falls®upon the parith
of Air; the clouds being broken on the higheft point of the
Ifle of Arran. About the time of the Equinox, there are
frequently high winds. In fpring, there are often fong tralls
of cold winds, which blow from the north-eaft and the north.
Phough the climate is falubrioss in gerderal, yet perfons of a
confumptive habit ought to'dwell at a diftance from the pa-
7ith of Ait. A fea voyage gives the Beft chance of recovery.
The common diftempers inciderrt to children’ prove lefs fatal
here than in neighbouring towns. No field$ ¢an be more
cotimodious for walking, or the healthful exercifes of riding
ahd golfing. Wife parents fend out their children early to'
fport upon turf full of different forts of ¢lover, particularly
the yellow and the white. Once or twice within thefe 40
years, a dangerous fore throat, dhcompamed with' a putrid
fever, has been ¢pidemical, ‘

- Laket and Minéral Springs.—~There dre two {mall lakes, one
teward the fouth-fide, named Carleny, and the other at the
caftern extremity, called Loch-Fergus, whiclt is mentioned if
tHe town’s charter about 6oo years ago. It appears that fome
confiderable edifice has ftood in its vicinity, out of the ruins
of which feveral houfes have been built, It hab & foll ifle

Y
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in the middle, and, probably, was a Berenry, 1In this lake
are pike and eels, but few trouts. There is a mineral fpring
on the north fide of the river, found out near 5o years ago,
and fill ufed by a few poor people. It comes from a mixture
of coal and iran, and has been thought efficacious in fcvcraI
diforders,

: Fifp.—Haddock and cod have been very plentifu] on Air
coaft fince the herrings left it : Mackarel has been fcarce for
{ome years paft : Soals and turbot are rare. White filh are
generally fold at 1 d. per Englith pound, The price of fal-
mon in January, and till the month of March, is between 6d.
aod 3 d. per pound. They are much fearcer than formerly,
owing, it is fuppofed, to the liming of land. The price is
kept high, £oo, on account of their being carried to Kilmar-
nogk, Irvine, Glafgow, and chiefly Paifley. Forty years ago,
herrings were caught in great numbers, and fold from 6 d.
te 3d. per hupdred. Sail-fith of large fize are fomenmes
taken, whence are got oils for tanners. The feafon for white
fith is through the whole year, except about fix weeks, from
the end of March till the beginning of May, old ftile. When
Berrings were caught at the mouth of Air river, a lamp was
ufually placed ! there. This lamp was of great ufe in prevent-
ing fhip-wrecks ; and the lofs of feveral lives, and loaded vel-
fcls, at ghe end of the year 1789, may be imputed to the want
of it.

Cultivation and Produse.—~Very little ground in this parith
now lics wafte or common. Between 80 and go acres, free
to every burgefs, for feeding milk cows, was lately inclofed.
About 20 acres of common was feued from the town, listle
more than 30 years ago, at L. 112 Sterling, with 18s, 9d.
of feu-duty. Being brought into good tillage, and finely-

rlanted,
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planted,. it fold in 17go for L. 1100 Sterlmg Thirty years

ago there was much heath towards the edft; it is now green,
or yielding crops. Sea-weed is thrown i p!cnufuﬁy by win-
ter ftorms, and much ufed in manuring ] land Marle, in thc
h:gher grounds is got in abundance, and is of great "advan-
tage, as there is little lime but what is xmported from Ircland.

Oats are fown from the end of February to the end of March ;

peafe and beans are fown in April; barley in May and June.
‘Wheat fown before winter is commonly 6rft reapcd towards
the end of Auguft. The parifh is fcarcely ab[e to fupply it-
felf with provnﬁons, as appears from xmportanons, and no
great decreafe of price. Little ﬂax is ralfcd at leaft, for fale.

A confiderable quantity of amﬁual graﬂ'cs is rmfcd with
great fuccefs. Moft of the wood in the Panfh is young, but

thriving well.

Population.—It appears from the records of the Sallors So-
ciety, that, when wine was 1mportcd at Air from France, the
populatlon was much greatert than at prefen*._ thn a plague
broke out here, rnear 200 years ago, accordmg to tradmon,
about 2000 died. In 1745, the mhabltants were. reckoncd
about 2000. The return to Dr chﬂcr, in 17 55, was 296."
fouls. Trade fince that time revived, partmularly tobacco
which added confiderably to the populauon. Incloﬁng'
took place much about the fame time; and i in the years 17475
1748, 1749, and 1750, the hcrrmg ﬁﬂnug was great : Sailors,
coopers, &c. were of courfc niumerous  Upon the whole,'
the inhabitants. have been increafing fcnuoly, though not ra-
pxdly, for morc than 30 years paft. The number of examm-
able perfons in the pan{h reckomng from 7 yars of age and
upwards, is above 3400. Of thefe there are 3000 in tbc
town, and the remainder in the country. The number oi

Fouh may thcrcfore be ftated at about 4xqo fouls. .
Many
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Many of the iphabitants are between 70 and 100 years of
sge- One walked to London after his xooth year; anothcr
above 100 dxcd a fcw months ago.

3

AYfraft of Births, Marrigges,‘and Ditbs, ot d,fg”én; periads,

Years, . Births. " Mar, " 'Deaths.
. M, F Tot. Mcn. Wom Chd Tot.'
1664— g | 146 | 128 | 274
1688-— ¢ ' 128 t-131 | 259 °f 34 .
1608— 91 91| 388 Li179 f-41-§ . ) DU |
17:5—16 | 82} 97| 179 || 3!
1734—35.| 199.1 +90 | 190 § 43 | 39 | 49 } 39 | 1a7

’

1745—46 | ‘90 [ 86 [ 176 I 49 1 :

1756—s59 | r1z | 107 | 219°}} ¢4 ] -
1763—68 | 112 | 133 | 255 § 66 § 33 | 41 145‘” ¥ig
1777—78 | 168 |.vi0 | 278 || 594 38 | 48 | 60 | 1449}

1788—8p L. 117 | 113 | 230 | 89 M4z 45 _65 [ 157

Therc are abovc 600 mhabxtcd houfes in the parnih The
number of hcntors is about 60. Thcrc are 2 minifters of thq
Eﬁabllfhcd Church 2 Moravnans, 1 prfcopzlxan, aud 3 Mc.
xhod,lﬁ. Thcrc qre 2 phyﬁcnans, 3 furgcons and apothccarlcs,'
aud about 16 wntcrs The feccdcrs amouqt to about . §c ot
6o.” e

State of the Poor. —chkly collc&xops, and othcr parlfh
funds, put it in the power of the feflion to dnﬁnbute L. 100
per gnnum.  The town gives L. 30, the fallors L. 10, the
writers L 5, the merchants L. 3; and other fmall corpora-
tions contribute. to the extent of L. 14 or L. 153 befides
vhnch there is a half year’s fent of L. so. The feffion re-
tains, for occafional charities among poor tradcfmcn, and
others, about L. 20. If any part of this fum is fayed at the'

end
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end of the year, it is added to the funds of the Charlt} houfe,
Fhis houle was built by fubfcription in 17 56, and is fit to re-
geive 6o perfons; but, as many penfioners prefer a fmall weeko
ly allowance out of the houfe, there are feldom more than
40 in it. Alderman §mith of Londonderry, borp at Air, lgfe
L. 100, Teveral’ years ago, to purcinfe land for poor houfe-
Jkeepers.  This. charity has ,proved very {cafonable. Provpft
Cochrane pf Glafgow, born and cducqea at Air, lefe like-
vife L. 100, the intereft of which is appointéd to be given to
a reputable hurge®’s widow or 'danghter durug life. An in-
ﬁrmary and bridewell are: much wanted,

! Price of Labour and Provifions,—-A labourer, with a v:fe

snd 5 children, is able to garn 7 s. per week, 3nd fometimes
a little mare, At an-average, he purchafes 3 pecks of meal,
and a greater quantity of- potatoes, ‘half a cart of cdals, and
foap to the value of 2d. per week ; 3 ftone of wbol, at'7s.6d,
the ﬁone, for clothing, and 10 lib. of lint, at 10d. per lib,
,er sannum. His wife’s attendance on the chlldra) prevents
her from carning much This ‘may ferve as a §encrzl {peci=
men'of the wages and expences of a labourer’s family. A
ﬂmcmakcr, if mduﬁnous, gets from 1 s. 2d. to 1s. Bd a~
day,amafonfrom 1s.3d.to1s. 8d.; awrightfrom 1s. 3d.
o 15. 9d.; a taylor 1s. 2d. The price of provifions is more
than doubled within thefe laft 5o years. Beef and muttog is
now from 4 & to §d. perlib. Lamb is from 1s. 3d. %o '
2s. 6 d. per quarter; pork6d perhb 3 vcalfrom4d to6d
pigs from 2. 6d. to 3 S5 gecfc 23,3 ducks from d. to 1s.; 3
chickens 4d. and fometnmcs lefs ; rabbits 9d.; butter from
6d. to 8d. perlib.; cheefe from 4d. to 6d.; wheat from
21 5. to 25 s. per boll ; barley from Y8 s. to 20s. ; oats from
"afs.to 188
" Church’
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Clureh and Stipend.—The prefent church was built in 1654,
%nd is kept in good repair’ by ‘the maglﬁrates The old
thurch, ftiled St John Baptift’s, was converted by Oliver
Cromwel into an armory ; for which he gave ap allowance of
1000 Englith merks to build another. It was in St jolm
Bapti’s church that the parliament met to ¢onfirm Bruce’
title to the thione. Records of theif federunt’ fhew, that
bumbers of the nobility could only figo their initials. 'I'he
fenior mihifter’s fivisg, including the glebe, is about L. 130
per annum.  The King is patron. The town generdlly al-
lows the fenior minifter 12 guineas for a houfe. The l¢ga‘
fipend of his colleague would fcarcely amount 6 L. 75 ; buf,
from regard to him who at prefent fills the charge, the ma-
giftrates dnd council, béfides allowance fot a houfe, have adds
& a fum which makes kis ftipedd L. 105 ‘The town:ecuns
cil and feflion aré pattdus, T '

Mifecellaneous Obfemtm.—-'l‘here are no volcanic appear-
ances in this parifh, unlefs large tocks, and fragments of rocks,
which Kave nuincrous indented fones, of metals of different
kinds, be confidered as fuch: Various figured ftones and pe-
trifations have been found in the parii. There is a confi-
derable quantity of moor-ftone lying on the futface of the
ground. The free-ftone lies rather deep. Somie houfes in
the town let at L. 20, but a greater number between that
Tom and L. 10, The rent of the falmon fithery in the river
Doon is L. 80 ; that in the river Air a littlelefs. The mare

kets here are good. The common fuel is coal. The price

paid at the pit, per cart, is from 2s. 3d.to 2s. 6d. The
one pit is half a mile diftant, and the other rather more. That
at Drungan, in the parith of Stair, though a little dearer, is
ondoubtedly the beft. According to tradition, there was a
battle fought, before the Chriltian acra, in the valley of Dal-

rymple,
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tymple, in which two Kings, Fergus and Coilus, {fell. It is
" added, ‘that Lochfergus takes its nime from the former, and
~ the river Kyle from the latier. Thither Coilus, it is faid, was
purfued and flain. The fmall village of Coylton, 6 miles caft
- of Air, likewife is faid to derive its name from him. It ha¢
been fuppofed that Dalrymple, Dale-roi-mel, fignifies the val-
ley of the flaughter of kings. There is a cairn of ftones in
the midft of this valley. In June 1734, a ball of fire paffed
through two oppofite windows of the neweft fteeple, broke
one end of the bell bomb-joift, and then defcended to the
ftreet, but did no more harm. A boy in the neighbourhood
was killed by another ball of fire. Perhaps the only inunda-
tion that deferves notice happened in 1739, attended with 2
great ftorm.  This raifed the river much, and forced fhips of
confiderable burden quite out of the channcl.

N U M.
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NUMBER XL
PARISH OF CARRIDEN,

.'B,,ilx Rw. M GeorGE ELL1s,

Situgpion, Extent, Soil, ¢'c.

JYHE parith of Carriden ®, pronounced Carrin, is fituated
in the county of Linlithgow, or Weft Lothian, about

18 miles weft from Edinburgh, on the fouth fide of the Frith
of Forth, is in the prefbytery of Linlithgow, and fynod of
Lothian and ‘T'weeddale. It is about 1 mile in breadth from
north to fouth, and about 2 miles in length from eaft to weft;
bounded by Abercorn on the eaft, Borrowftounnefs on the
weft, and Linlithgow on the fouths The foil is rather of a.
' light kind, and agrees better with a rainy than a dry feafon s
The climate; in general, however, is dry and healthy. [he
laad is all arable, and produces grain, grafs, dnd vegetables. of
every kind. It is let out to fmall tenants generally, moft of
whom are poor, and live poorly, at 30, 40, or so fhillings
peracre. The greateft part of it is inclofed. \
Vor.L N Coal,

® The name is cettainly of Celtic original. In that language,
caer fignifies a poft or ftation; and, as it is fituated at the
ealtern estremity of Graham’s dyke, the Romans doubtlefs, had
a confiderable ftation here. As to the latter part, it may be de-
nved either from readan, a reed, or reidke, plain, open; “the poft
imong the reeds, the polt in the plain.
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Ceal. --Thxs parith is full of coal, for which there is great
demand. It likewife abounds in free-ftone. The coal is of
a fine quality, and is the only fuel ufed in the parith. It is
carried to London, to the northmoft parts of Scotland, te
Holland, Germany, and the Baltic. It fells at a higher price
on the hill, and to the country 'people who live near, and
therefore muft ufe it, than any coal in Scotland, It lies very
deep; this may be one caufe of its high pricc. There are
above 100 carts employed in the coal works, to drive coals te
the fea and the falt pans.

Grange Colliery.
Creat. Chows. Culm.
15,700—4,320—5,100" tons produced yearly
6,137—2,380—G0oo0 tons of which cxported.

CO“iCI‘S - - - ‘- - 35

Coal mines - e 4.l e . o= 2.
Fire-engines - - - - 2

The great coal fold, per cart, which-contains goo weight,.

" at3s.60d.

The chows, or {maller coal, at 2:5. 9d.
‘The culm, or panwood, at rs. g d.

Salt pans - - - - - 3
Buthels of falt made yearly - - - 16,200

There is another colliery in the parith, which yxe!ds more
coal and falt than that mentioned above. J

Population—This parifh contains, at an average, between
1400 and 1500 fouls. . Perhaps the cighth part of the people
are feceders. Each marriage, at an average, produces 6 chil-
dren. Many of the inhabitants have attained to 90, 80, and

~ : 93
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g0 years of age. 'There are 4 heritors, none of whom refide
in the parith. The alterations here, and in the neighbour-
hood, with regard to the drefs and mammer of living of the

people, are very great, -~

Fillages—There are 4 villages in the parith; Grangepans,
Bridgenefs, Benhardpans, and Blacknefs. Moft of the fhip-
ping that is now in Borrowftounncfs formerly belonged te
Grangepans : ‘But; fince 2 'good pier and harbour was erected
in Borrowftounnefs, moft of the fhips lie there, The trade
along the fouth fide of the Forth is much decayed, It is
gone to Grangemouth, which is 4 miles up the Frith from
Bofrowftounnefs, and the entry into thé great canal. At
prefent Borrowﬁounnefs has tittle trade but what arifes from
the coal 4rid falt works.-

Wag’e:.-ﬁSefnnts wages are’ very high here. A fervant
man, who would have been fatisfied, 40 years ago, with
L. 1:5:0 half yearly, now gets L. 3 or L. 4 half yeat-
ly, and fometimes more. A fervant maid, who got 10 or
11 fhillings per half year, 40 or 5o years ago, now gets 30,
49, and fometimes 5o thillings in the half year. A day-la-
bourer gets 1 5. or 1. 2 d. a-day, who was formerly hired for
5 d. in winter, and 7d. in fummer, per day. The price of
provifions has rifen in proportion.

Stipend.—The ftipend is precifely 8 chalders of victual, or
L. 800 Scots. The glebe is § Scots acres, valued at 30 fhil-
lings per acre. The Duke of Hamilton is patron. This living
would have fupported a family §o years ago better than
L. 120 Sterling could do here now.

Eminent Men.—The only eminent perfon born in this pa-
rith
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rith was Colonel James Gardners, killed at the unfattunate
battle of Preftonpans in 174§, whofc remarkable converfion,
with many intercfting particulars of a life and chara&er, na
lefs eminent for natural endowments than for the praltice of
every Chriftian virtue, are detailed in the well known Me-
moirs of him publifhed by his friend Dr Doddridge.

Antiguitizs.—That celebrated Roman work called Grabam’s
Dyke, terminates in this parilb, it is faid, at a place called
Waltown. About §o years ago, in digging up ffones to build
3 park dyke, axcs, pots, and feveral vales, evidently Roman.
were found, and fent to the Advocates berary a E(hnburgh
where they ftill are. In this parifh ftands the angiept fort, or
garrifon, of Blacknefs, one of the oldeft forts ig Scotland, and
one of the four that is to be kept in repair by the articles of
Uniop. It has a governor, licutenant-governor, 2 gunners,

1 fergeant, 2 corporalsy and 12 pr 15 privates, kq buils in
thg form of a thip.

~

NUM.
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ruusn OF COYLTON

-B;thﬂav. Me Davip SRaw,

. ' -
. 1 . 1

Name, Situation, Extent, Soil, and Surfase:

HERE is a tradition, though it is believed very il
' 9 "fqunded trbat Qoy.l;on dcnvcs its name from 3 King
galled Codus whq ) pras k killed in bastle i in the n;xghbowhood,
and buried a‘ the. chu{ch of Coylton.. Thig parith is ip the
diftrict pf the cqunty of }}ng ;gllgd Kyles in the prefbytery of
Air, and fynod of Glafgow and ‘Air. Teis 7 miles long, and,
at an average, about 2 broad. It is bounded on the fouth by
Damallington, op; the caft ky Stair, on the porth by Tarbol-
ton 3ud St QJvox, on qxc weft by-Air, and on the fouth-
weft I;y Dalfmele The {oil of the greater part of the panih
is claygy, which, when properly cultivated, is abundantly fer-
tile. ., The holms near the rivers of Air.apd of Kyle, are fes-
tile and dry, | The parih, in geners), ig flat; one farm, how.

every on the {oush is rather high ground.

Pcpuiatm—l’ortyyeau ago, the farms were in general
fmall and run-rig, which was neceflarily an obftacle to im-
provement, The proprietors at that time occupied their own
lands, and kept them in grafs, which, of courfe, diminithed
the number of inhabitants, The lands being afterwards

properly
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properly divided, were let in larger farms, and population
again increafed. The number of inhabitants, as returned to
Dr Webfter, was g27; at'prefent they amount to 667, For
thefe laft eight years, the annual average of baptilms is about
15; of marriagq 93 anfl of. bqrial? 1.

Poer.—10 or 12 poor perfons are generally fupported by the
fefion. The funds are about L. 50:8terling at interelt, and
the weekly colleCtions made at the church, -

Rent.—The valued rent of the panﬁx is L. 3330 Scots;
the real reat about L. 2000 Stesling. . The number of herie
tors is 9; 2 of whom rcﬁde in the parnﬂ:. .

Church dnd Stipend.. —The churth, which' is an old preben-
dary was repaired about 16 years ago, “The manf¢ was built
§t 1750. The ftipend'i is § chalders of vn&ual half meal half
bariey, soo mcrks of money, and loo merks for COmmunlon
eleinents, )

. ' ' - ¢

Mﬁell:;neau{' Oiﬁfv@!}on}.'—Tﬁé air is wholefome. " .There
are'three confiderable lakes, partitularly one called Martor-
ham, a mil¢ long, and in fome parts a quarter of ° ‘2 mile
broad. Lime, matle, and feveral firata of coal, are lately
“found. * Coal is the only fuél ufed in the paruﬂ: There are
“feveral plantations :* Both they and the nararal woods are in
a thriving ftate. A labourer’s wiges are 1. per' diy. Aill the

inhabitants of this parifh belong to the Eftablithed Church,

. " : . . . . . . .
. !
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NUMBER XIft.

PARISH OF BALLANTRAE,

' Situation, Extent, ¢,

HE parifh of Ballantrae is fituated in the éxtremity of

the county of Ayr, towards the fouth®, and marches

with the fhire of Wigton on the fouth and fouth-catt. It is
pearly ten miles fquare. It is bounded on the north and
north-caft by the parith of Colmonell; on the fouth and
fouth-caft by the parifhes of New Luce and Inch, in the thire
of Wigton ; and by the fea on the weft and fouth-weft, hav-
ing an extent of more than ten miles of fea coaft. * The
fhore, excepting for about two miles oppofite to the village
of

€

® Both the parith of Ballantrae, and the ne:Ehbonring Pa-
1ith of Colmonell, were originally connefted with the prefbyte.
1y of Ay, and fynod of Glafgow and Ayr; but were disjoined
a little time after the Revolution, on account of their great dif-
tance trom the feat of Prefbytery, and annexed to the prefbyte~
1y of Strauraer and fynod of Galloway. The parifh takes its
name {rom the village of Ballantrae, which is evidently of Gae-
lic original, and fignifies, in that language, the town upon or-
above the fhore; alluding to its Gituation on a gentle afcent im-
mediately from the fhore: And this may be the reafon why,
though only a village, it always obtains the name of the ¢ town
s of Ballantrae,’” while other villages through the country, not
in fimilar fitwations, are gencrally called Clachans. i
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of Ballantrae, is in generil high and rocky, having a tréménd
dous furf or fwell beating againft it, when the wind blows
from the weft and north-weft: Oppofite to this coaft the.
{ea appears land-locked, for 4 moft fpatious bay of nearly 24
or 30 leagues diameter is formed by part of the coaft of Gal-
loway, the moft part of the two counties of Down and An:
trim ih Ifclatid; e eilt téaft of Argylethire, und part of
Dumbartonthire, and by the whole ftretch of coaft along the
thire of Ayr for about 80 miles; all this vaft extent of coaft
is eafily difcernible by the naked eye in a clear day, together
with the iflands of Sana, Annan, Lamlafh, Bute, and the two
fmall iflands of Cumbray. About four or five leagues north-
weft from Ballantrae ftands the ifland of Elfay: It is a2 moft
beautifil rock of a conical figure, covered on the top with
behth dnd a lictle grafs. It is not inhabited by any huawmn
creature ; but affords refoge to an immenfe number bf fed
¥owls who breed on it, and is ftocked with: rabbits and a few
goats, Ir is the property of the Earl of Cafflllis; and i
rénted at L. 25 Sterling a year, the tenants paying their rent
Froin thie feathers of the different fea fowls, from the folan
geele that breed on it, and the rabbit fkins. K affords a fine
objeét all found that coalt, and a mark for thips either coms
ing into, or going out of the Frith of Clyde. There is an
ald ruinous caftle on it, about a third part up the rock,
faid by Campbell, in his Political Survey of Britain, to have
been built by Philip IL of Spain, but on what authority is
not known. ‘There are four light-houfes, one at the new
built barbour of Portpatrick, another at the town of Donag:
hadee, a third on the Mull of Cantyre, and a fourth on the
ifland of Cambray; and it might be of fibgular ufe to the
towns of Air, Irvine, and Saltcoats; which carry on a confi-
derable trade with Ireland, and the towns on the weft 6f
England, if a fifth light-houfc was erefed on a fmall low
: ifland,
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illand, calied the Lady Ifle, in the bay of Alr. The fhore
all along that part of the coaft is flat and fandy; the bay is
decep, and the entrance into the harbours firait and difficult.

Surface, Soil, &c.—The land in this parifh rifes with a
gradual flop from the fhote to the tops of the mountains,
which form part of that extenfive range of hills that ftretches
"acrofs the fouth of Scotland, almoft from the Irith fea to the
Frith of Forth beyond Edinburgh. Near the fhore the foil
in general is a light, dry, hazle mould, upon a gravel bottom,
and for the moft part but thin. The furface is much diver-
fified with heights and hollows, interfeéted with a great num-
ber of little fircams of water defcending from the hills. . All
beyond the mouitains is a foft mofly ground covered with
heath, and a thin long grafs called /ing by the country peo-
ple. Even below the mountains, heath is the prevailing ap~’
pearance, excepting where the ground has beea in tillage, or
immediately upon the fhore, where there is fome very fine
natural grafs. The ground is in general adapted to the
breeding and feeding of black cattle and fheep, and is uni-
verfally applied to that purpofe, excepting the grain which
the inhabitants raife for their owa ufe.

Population and condition of the People—There are 770 in
the parith, and of thefe about 300 are in the village. The
arnual number of births is 18, The number of deaths
cannot be fo well afcertained, as it is but of late years that a
regifter of them was kept at all, and even that not accurate-
lv, and the marriages ftill lefs, The marriages, as would be
expected, from the fituation and habits of life of the peo-
jlc in the country, are, in general, prolific. Inftances are
to be met with of a woman bearing fourteen children
to one hufband. The average of births to each mar-
riage may be taken at fix. The ipbabitants are lodged

Vor.l. (0] in



306 Statiflical Account

in about 190 dwelling houfes, which is a little more than ¢
- perfons to ecach heufc. One bundred and thirteen of the
houfes are in what is called the country; the other 77 make
the village or town of Ballantrac. The inhabitants of both
town and country enjoy the comforts of fociety, in propor-
tion to their circumftances, in a fuperior degree to others in
fimilar condiuons of life. Thefe fatisfaltions are owing te
various caufes, all contributing their mite to render them
healthy, eafy, and contented, and, in general, chearful,

- Climate, Difeafes, &&c.~Their local fituation, a high, open,
and dry foil, with upwards of 10 miles of fea coaft, expofed
to the falubrious breezes of the weftern ocean, together with
their rural employments, renders the inhabitants uncommmon.
ly healthy. Epidemical ditempers, excepting the common
diforders incident to children, are unknown. Deaths, except
from particular accidents, are confined to infancy and old age.
There are a greater number to be met with in this parifh
dying above 80 years of age than in moft others. It is o be
lamented that innoculation for the fmali-pox is not more
pradtifed. There are very few families through the country
part of the parifh, but what have a picce of ground along
with their houfe and yard, that enables them to keep one or
more cows, and two or three theep. The young of their

~cows, when a year old, fells for 30s. or §0s. which pays two+
thirds of their rent. With the produce of their little piece
of ground, turnifhing bread ard potatoes, and the milk of a
cow, tagether with their own work, they are enabled to live
comfortably, to clothe and educate their children decently,
and to affift in fetting them out in the world. The inhabi-

otants of the village, which lies clofe upon the fhore, enjoy
advantages peculiar to their fituation.

Rent,
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Rent, Produce, t'c.—The valued rent of the parith is
1.3553 : 1:6 Scots. It is believed that the real rent, in-
cluding fitheries, is not much fhort of L.2000 Sterling.
The rent of arable land is from one to two guineas an acre,
and of pafture, in its natural ftate, 10s. and 12s. an acre.
The farms are of very unequal rent and extent, being from
L.to to L.115 a year. About 12,000 fheep, 3000 black
cattle, a few fcores of goats, and perhaps 200 horfes, are kept
in‘the parith ; and 6oo or 80c acres of the ground may be
employed in tillage. Almoft the only crop is oats, with an
acre or two of barley to a family, fome peafe, and generally
as many potatoes as ferve the family twice a day for 7 or 8
months in the year. Few or no cottagers are now employed
by the farmers of this parith in agriculture, nor have been
for a long while paft. A cottager’s benefit, (as it is called) is
commonly from L. 10 to L. 15 a year; the wages of a hired
fervant is from L.6 to L. 7 a year. Farmers who have graz.
ing farms, upon which they do not refide themfelves, are o-
bliged to empley cottagers to take care of the ftock upon
them; and it is confidered as fo defitable a fituation, that
thofe farmers who have occafion for married herds to take
care of their fiock, have it generally in their power to make
achoice. ‘The black cattle are of a fmall handfome kind :
The cows, when fattened, weigh from 18 to 27 ftone. The
theep, when killed off the common open pafture, at 2 and 3
years old, weigh from 30 to solb. ‘Lhe chief ftaple com-
modity is raifing young cattle and {heep, The young cattle
are for the moft part fold to the grazier when Aalf fums, that
is, when two years and a half old, and are changed from
hand to hand till they are four or five years old, when they
are fent up to St. Faith and Hampton fairs in England, and
make part of what are called the fine Scots galloways. ‘The
fheep arc fold at two and three years old, to fupply the de-

) ’ mands
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mands of the mercantile and manufalturing towns thrpngh
Lanark, Renfrew, and Ajrthires.

The wool of the fheep on thofe farms that lie between
the tops of the mouptains and the fea is generally very
gocd, and of the fhert carding wool ; what is beyond
them is more coarfe and thaggy. It fells from 7s. 6d. to
10s. 6d. per fione of 17 lb. Scots vieight, cqual to ﬁs{-
Ib. Englifh weight ; the average price through the whole be-
ing 9s. for 25} Ib. which is nearly 43d. per 1b. This
fhews the propriety of the farmers paying more attention to
their wool than is generally done; and it is belicved that
there are few fituations more favourable to an inprovement
in that article than the firlt mentioned clafs of farms ia this
parith. -Both the foi]l and the cJimate are favourable. The
foil is light, dry, and kindly, affording firm footing, a dry
bed, and proper nourifhment to the fheep; the cool re-
frefhing breezes from the fea during the fummer, prevent the
bad ctfe@ts of immoderate heat upon the new fhorn wool 3
and the ground during the winter feafon is verv fcldom en-
tircly covered with fnow above two days together. If the
" farmers would take the trouble to introduce, from time to
time, fome good wooled rams, and gradually cut off any
coarfe wooled ewes that may be in their flocks, it is poffible
to improve their wool to fuch a degree, as that inflead of
the very beft of it being now fold at 10s. 6d. it might
be fold at nearly three times the price. This would nearly
double the profits of their fheep on the whole, and at al-
moft no trouble nor expence ; and it is perhaps the moft be-
neficial of all improvements that they ever have it in their
power to make upon their farms.

R
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Roads—Till of late years there were few roads through the
fhire of Air that were barely paffable. About the year 1774
an 3t of Parliament was obtained, commuting the ftatute la;,
bour for an annpal payment, at the rate of 25s. for every
L. 100 Scots of valued rent, Through the interior, morg
populous, and arable parts of the country the roads wers
foon made ; and by the affiftance of government and a toll,
one good road has been made through this parith : But it iy
little more than a road of communication. The parifh wants
crofs roads in diﬂ'ercnt dire&tions, in order to enable them to
lead lime in carts, of which there is plenty within half a
mile of the extremity of the parith : It is fold at the mode-
rete price of 7} d. a boll or 2 Winchefter buthels, and 70 or
80 of thefe bolls are found perfe@ly fufficieat for an acre of
this thin, light, dry foil. Some fmzll experiments have been
made in liming, which have fucceeded to the utmoft expece
tation, ‘There are perhaps from 10 to 12,000 acres of land,
in the parifh that could be limed, and made £it for fock and
fcythe; and the fuccefsful atternpts of indiyiduals, it is to ba
koped, will in time encourage the generality to follow the
example. ' ,

Fifberies—A pretty confiderable river, named Ardftinchar,
runs for about 25 miles through the country, and empties it
felf into the fea at the village of Ballantrae; but it is rapid.
and fhallow, and can only admit of fmall boats. At the
mouth of this river there is a confiderable falmon ﬁ(hcry,
which yields a reof of above L. 80 a year. The falmon are
thought as good as any in Scotland, and fell upon the fpot ag

11d. the 1b. and it is but very lately they were more than
1d. About 20 years ago there were great fhoals of exce]-
lent herrings that came upon the coaft at the end of harveft

and bcgmmng of winter, fince that time they appear only in
the
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the fpring, about a league off'; and though they are then far
from being good, they are fold to the country people in the
neighbourhood from 20d. to 2s. a hundred. There were
formerly great quantities of haddocks and whitings at the
fame feafon, but for a few years paft the prevailing fithery is
cod, with fome fkate and ling. The cod and ling is fold
from 4d. or 6d.; the fkate from 1 d. to 1 s. a piece, accor-
ding to their fize and qualities ; fmaller fith, as haddocks, &c.
from 6 d. to 1 s, a dozen.

" Price of Provifions.~Though the price of provifions is
greatly increafed within thefq 20 years, it cannot yet be faid
to be high. Beef, mutton, lamb, and pork, (of which laft
there is a great deal more reared than ufed in the parifh)
formerly fold at 2's. or 3s. a ftone, now fells at 3s. or 4s. a
flone ; hens 6d.; chickens 2d.; eggs 2d. a dozen; fkim-
med milk cheefe 4. a ftone, Scots weight (24 oz. to the Ib) ;
bButter 105, 8d. ditto, of which there is not a great deat
fold, as the pradtice of fmearing their fheep with- tar and
butter before the winter fets in univerfally prevails over alf
the country.

* Church.—The living of Ballantrae is L. 500 Scots of moe
ney and three chalders of victual, with a houfe and glebe
.worth L.12 or L.14 Stcrlmg yearly. The prefent incum-
berit was ordained in 1771, and is the third minifter from
the Revolution. His two predeceffors each enjoyed the
~ office about 40 years. He is married, and has a fon and a

daughter. The church is at the north-weft extremity of the
parith, in the village of Ballantrae, it was built in 1604, and
the manfe in 1736, and the repairs upon the manfe and offi-
ces ficce that time has coft the heritors little more than L. 20
Sterling.

P”’."
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- door.~There is an excellent eftablifhment of a free fchoal -

at Ballantrae, for educating the poor. A mative of the pa
rifh, about 40 .or 50 years ago, left L. 400, the intereft of
which fum was appointed to run on, till there was a fuffi:
cient fum to build a fchool-houfe, and a dwelling-houfe for
the mafter, and from henceforward to pay the fchoolmaftery
and whoever thould be appointed to the office, was to ba
bound to keep and leave the fchool and houfe in repair.  Ace
cordingly a good houfe was built, and a large garden fet off,
The patron of the parith is patron of the fchool ; and by the
deed he is entitled to prefent two-thirds of the fcholars, and
the kirk.feffion the other third. The mafter of this fchook
is alfo chofen parifh fchoolmatfter, the falary of which is a-
bout L. 6 Sterling a year : He is alfo the feflion clerk and
precentor for the time.  All which offices, and the perqui<
fites of them, together with the value of the houfe and gar-
den, makes the place worth rather mor¢ than L. 40 Ster-
ling yearly. The confequence of this is, that there is gene-
rally 2 well qualified fchoolmafter, who is able to teach the
languages, and the feveral branches of education fitting for
bufinefs. From the nature of the fchool, and its fituation in
a country place, the number of the fcholars varies uccording
to the feafon of the year. In fummer, when many of the
poor fcholars and country, lads retire to herding and laborious
work, the number of fcholars do not exceed 25 or 30. In

winter there arc frequently upwards of go attending the:

fchool.

Antiguities—The only ruins within the parith is the re-

mains of an old church at the north-caft extremity of the

panth; it feems to have been formerly the parith church,

and deferted for the prefent one, as being more commodlous

for the inhabitants ; it is called Kirkcudbright. And a large
’ old -
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©ld caftle or dwelling adjoining to the village, and fituated
wpon a high rock 5 it is now within the minifter’s grafs glebe.
About a century ago it belonged to the Lords of Bargeny.
There are no veftiges about it to difcover when it was built,
or by whom inhabited. The minifter has been told, that
the prefent Lord Hailes takes hotice of it in fome of his trats
spon antiquities.

Mifcellaneous Obfe rvations.—The inhabitants labour undes
difadvantages. Their fituation might be mecliofated. For
‘the common otcafions of life there are weavers, tailors, thoe-
makers, &c. There is no manufatures in the parith to ina
creafe the capital flock and promote circulation. Manufac-
" tures in carpeting, ftockings, bonnets, and fheep fkins might
probably be eftablifhed with advantage. They have plenty
of peat and turf for fuel ; but coals are at the diftance of 15
or 16 miles by land, and when brought by fea are fubje&t to
a duty of 3s. 4d.aton. The circumftances of the people
have been increafing lince the year 1782, That feafon of
fcarcity, inftead of affetting them in the manner it did other
parts of Scotland, rather tended to better them. There was
an exceflive growth of grafs in the fummer of that year, and
the crops in this parith and to the fouthward are in general
carly. That year they were reaped before the froft and the
foow fet in, The great plenty of hay made the cattle fell to
advantage, and the almoft entire lofs of the crops in the in
land counties, occafioned the inhabitants of thefe counties to
come to the fouth and weft for feed for the enfuing feafon.
This gave them an idea of a corn trade, which, together withi
the increafing demand for live cattle fince that period, and
confequent rife in their price, has made a great alteration for
the better in the farmers circumftances, and given a fpirit of

improvement
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improvement and demand for farms in 2 tenfold degree to
what it ufed to be.

The fhores abound with plenty of fine broad leaved rich
fea-weed or wreck for manure; but there is very little of it
ufed for kelp on the coaft of this parith. ‘Ihe animals
are thofe common to the weft of Scotland, hares, foxes, rab-
bits, polecats, wild cats, groufe, partridges, plovers, wild
ducks, and wild geefe. ‘T'he migratory kind obferved are the
woodcock, cuckoo, ftarling, {fwallow, &c, Among the mi-
gratory animals may be mentioned the failfith, which appears
upon this coaft the firft or fecond week of June, and conti-
nues for three or four weeks. They meafure from 20 to 30
fect long. The people of the village kill them with har-
poons for the oil, which is made of the liver. 'Lhe liver
of 2 good fith will yicld from 40 to 5o gallons of oil, wiich
they fell to tanners, &c. and ufe part of it them{elves to burn
in place of candles.

There are feveral mineral {prings in the parith, which have

been found beneficial in fcorbutic and other cutaneous difea- -

fes, and in complaints of the ftomach arifing from acidity
and want of digeftion. .

There is no perfon in the parith connefted with the law,
not even a conftable or fherift’s officer, nor has there been
any in the memory of the oldeft inhabitant. There is no
juftice of peace in the parifh, nor within many miles of it;
and the theriff’s court is at the diftance of 36 miles, There
is no furgeon or phyfician within a dozen miles, and it is
doubtful whether half a dozen fuch parifhes would give bread
to one.

Yor. 1. P N UM
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NUMBER XIV.

PARISH OF TERREGLES.

By the Rev. Mr Joun KENNEDY.

Name, Situation, Extent, Soil.

ERREGLES is derived from Terra Ecclefiae, or Terre
d’Eglife. It is fituated in the ftewartry of Kircud-
bright, and in the prefbytery of Dumfrics, 6 miles from the
fea-coft. It is about § miles long, and 3 broad; bounded by
Holywood on the eaft, 'roqueer on the fouth, Loghrutton on
the weft, and Iron-Gray on the north. It confifts of a loam
and fandy foil. Every kind of grain ufual in Scotland is
produced in perfettion. Therent of land, in general, is from
312 to 2§ thillings per acre. There are not above 12 princi-

pal farmers employed in hufbandry. -

Population.—The number of inhabitants in 1790 was §ro0.
The return to Dr Webfter being 397, there is, for the nam-
ber, a confiderable increafe. There are at prefent,

Under 10 years of age - - 70
Between 10 and 20 - - 56
Between 20 and 50 - - 146
Between 5o and 70 - - 2p8
Between 70 and 100 - - 30

510

There
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There are feveral feceders, and a few Roman Catholics.
None of the inhabitants have emigrated, nor have any beea
banithed from it, in the memory of man.

Church and Stipend—The church is of the Gothic file,
and was built above 200 years ago. The value of the ftipsnd,
including the glebe, is between L. 65 and L. 70 per annum,
according to the rife or fall in the price of victual. part of it
being paid in meal and barley. The Duke of Queentberry
is patron. )

Mifeellaneous Obfervations.—As this parith lies near the
town of Dumfries, living is very expenfive. Fuel is extreme-
iy dear, Coal is brought by land 27 or 28 imiles; and the
price of coal tranfported by fea is as dear as what is brought
by land. Peat, too, is at a great diftance. The expences of
living are nearly double what they were formerly. The wa-
ges of domeftic fervants and day-labourers are ‘alfo confi-
derably raifed. There is a falmor-fithery on the fide of
the river Nith, oppofite to the foot of the parifh, from which
the minifter of Terregles draws tithe in money. There is
an old ruin in this parith called the College of Lincludens

NUM.
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NUMBER XV.

PARISH OF EDROM.

By the Rev. Mr WiLL1AM REDPATH.

Name, Situation, Surface, and Air.

HE antien* name of this parith was Etherham, derived

from Etber, the original name of Whitewater, and

Ham, a village on its banks. Edrom is fituated in Berwick-
fhire, prefbytery of Chirnfide, and fynod of Merfe and Tiviot-
dale, It is about 10 Englith miles long and 6 broad: It is
bounded by the pariflies of Dunfe, Langton, Polworth, Fog-
go, Swinton, Whitiome, Hilton, Chirnfide, Prefton, and
Bunkie. [he appearance of the country is flat, except to-
wards the Lammermuir or Cheviot Hills. A great part of
the {oil is fertile, and produces good corn when well culti-
vated; part moorith and barren; and part clay or fhallow.
For.nerly the air was moift, but is now confiderably dryer,
on account of the inclofing and draining every part of the
country, Lakes and pools of water are drained, and corn
made to grow where the water ftood. The air is falubrious.
The beft proof of this is the longevity of the inhabitants.
Several in the parith have attained to 70, 80, and go years of
age. The fevers, confumptions, and agues, which formerly
prevailed here, were thought to have been owing to the
moifturc of the country. Since it was drained and inclofed,
fevers
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fevers and agues.have ceafed very much, and inftead of ap-
pearing every year, only come once in four or five years.

Population—The population of this parith is believed to
have been much lefs go years ago than it is at prefent. Agri-
calture was not then in that flourithing ftate in which it now
is; and manufa&tures have only begun within thefe 15 or
20 years. From the decrect of locality for ftipend in the
year 1733, it appears that the number of catechifable per-
fons were near 8o0o; and the whole, at that time, might
amount to more than goo, or near 1000. About 13 years
ago, they amounted to 1200 fouls. The following tablc will
give fome idea of the population of this parifh in 1790:

Souls - - - 1336
Males - - - 613
Females - . - 723
Annual average of births - - 40 -
Annual average of deaths - - 10
Annual average of marriages - - 12
Heritors - - i 9
Farmers - © - - 28
Mechanics - - . 34
Inhabited houfes - - - a1t
" Perfons in a family at an average - - 6

The number of horfes in the parifh is about 280, of {(heep
3000, and of black cattle 6oo.

Monufactures.—There is a paper-mill, a lint-mill, and 3
wheel-wright manufatture. Fifty-five perfons are employed
in the paper-mill, § in the lint-mill, and about § or 6 in the
wheel-wright manufaltory. The wages paid per day in the firft

is
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is L. 2: 15 :0. The value of the paper made yearly amounts
to L. sooo Sterling. When the wheel manufaQture was
carried on by James Small, 1§ journcymen were cmployed.
He introduced one of the beft ploughs made in Scotland.” A
variety of ufeful manufatures, efpecially linen and woollen,
a cotton-mill, ftocking manufalture, and bleachfield, might
be eftablithed. There is abundance of fine theep for wool,
and a lint-mill is an encouragement to grow flax. There is
plenty of fine water and corn to fupport manufactures. Fogr
hundred perfons might be employed by a linen and cotton-
mill.

Wages, Prices, and Poor.—A labourer’s wages is 10d. or

1s. per day; mafons and carpenters 1s. 6d.; taylors 6d.
and their meat. Thte ufual wages of male fervants employed
in hufbandry is 50s. or L. 3 per half year, with their board;
of female fervants 30 or 40 fhillings. All butcher’s meat,
through the greateft part of the year, is 3; d. and 4 d. per
pound ; butter 8d.; cheefe 3} d. if Scotch; Englith is g d.
and 6 d.; wheat generally 30 thillings per boll; oats are 12,
14, 15, and 6 fhillings per boll, Berwickthire meafure ; bar-
ley is 16, 18, and often 20 fhillings per boll. The number
“of poor in this parith receiving alms is 12. The annual af-
fefliment laid on the heritors, tenants, and mechanics, for
their maintenance, is L. 10. Several of the poor are like-
wife affited by the weckly collettions, kirk-feflion fund,
hearfe and mortcloth money.

Rent of Land.—The beft arable ground is 15 and 20 fhil-
lings, and the beft pafture 25 and 3o fhillings per acre. The
rent of feveral farms is L. 300, L. 400, L. 500, and L. 6oo
per annum ; but there are more at L. 100, L. 50, L. 30, and
L. 20. ‘The rent of the whole lands of the parith is about

L. 6493
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L. 6493 Sterling per anmum. TFrom a decreet of locality ob-
tained in 1733, it appears that the rent amounted then only
to L. 2000 Sterling yearly. One of the heritors marled and
inclofed his whole eftate, and the rent rofc from L. 500 to
L. 1500 a year. Another marled the whole of his land,
inclofed it with ftone dykes, and the rent rofe fiom L. 500
to L. 1200 or L. 1300 per annum. Every eftate, within
thefe 20 years, has rifen in proportion. Almoft the whole
of the parifh is inclofed.

Church and Stipend—The church was built in 1722, and
has been well repaired fince the prefent incumbent was fet-
tled. The fpint of making churches neat and decent nas
fpread to the neighbouring parithes. The ftipend, including
the glebe, is about L. 110 Sterling per annum. The crown
is patron.

Mineral Springs and Rivers.—There is one remarkable mi-
neral fpring, called Dunje Well, m the eltate of Nifbet. It
appears, that a number of gentry and nobility formerly re-
forted to this water; but it is fallen into difrepute. ‘lhire
are two rivers in the parith, viz. Whitewater and Blackwuter,
commonly pronounced Whitadder and Blakadder. White-
water rifes in the Lammermuir Hills, near the confines of
Lothian, rups near 30 or 40 miles, and difcharges itfelf into
the Tweed about 2 miles from Berwick. It abounds with
{mall trout. A great number of falmon come up and fpawn n
it. Blackwater rifes likewife in Lammermuir, above Green-
law, and after a courfe of about 16 or .8 miles, falls into the
Whitewater, at a village called Allantown, in this parith. It
is celebrated for as fine trout as any in Scotland.

Roads—The roads are tolerably good. They have been
greatly
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greatly improved within thefe 30 years. The money raifed
in the parith for repairing them is about L. 115 Sterling
yearly, by taxing every horfe at 7s. 6d. and every cottager
at 15, 6d. There are few or no turnpikes, except on the
poft roads. The country is divided in opinion about the ad-
vantages or difadvantages of them,

Manners, Cufloms, ¢c.—There is a very great alteration in
the manners, cuftoms, drefs, and ftile of living, of the inha-
bitants of this parifh, within thefe 30 years. All ranks have
more elegant or commodious houfes, finer cothes, and better
food.

NUM
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NUMBER XV
PARISH OF INNERWICK.

By the Rev. Mr Joux Harvix.

Situation, Extent, Soil, and Surface.

THIS parith is in the county of Haddington, prefbytesy
of Dunbar, and fynod of Lothian and Tweeddale, It
cxtends from the fea, on the north, about 12 miles fouthe
wards. On the coaft, it is not above 2 miles broad, but gra~
dually fwells towards the fouth, and in fome places may
be g or 6 miles broad. It is bounded on the weft by the
parithes of Spotr and Dunbar; on the fouth by Cranfliaws
; and Longformacus ; on the caft by Oldhamftocks ; and on the
north by the fea. The face of the country is level, and the
foil rich. From the church towards the fauth the parith is
hilly 3 and the hills partly green and partly heath, In man"y'
places on the coaft, the foil is rather light and gravelly, The
fhore is rocky.

Cultivation and Produce.~That part of the parith which
is between the high lands and the fea is perhaps about 2000
or 3000 acres, and is employed in raifing corn, grafs, and
turnip. There is very little of it in pafture. There are 56

Vor. L Q ploggh
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: Population, &'c.—~Souls - - 960
Families - . - - 208

* Males - - - 440
Females - - - 530
The annual average of births - - 21
deaths - - 17

The annual avgrage of b:rths about 40 years ago 25
100 years ago 35

Thc annnal average of males born from 1778 to 1788 1t
females born in the fame period 10

In ten years preccdmg, the annual averagc of males 14
- females 1t
Secg‘d«s e . - - ‘8o
Heritors, onfy 2 of them refide in the parith - 8
Farmers reﬁdmg, in the parithh = - - 20
Wrights . | - - ' - 3
Weavers . - .- 10
Shoemakers T - - 1
Fihermen i e 3}
Poor, above ‘- ' '. - - o

Expence of their maintenancé about L. 50 yearly.

The decreafe of populati'on,.is owing chiefly to the mono-
polifing of farms, and the introduction of two horfe ploughs.

Price of Labour and Provifions—~The men’s wages was 5 d.
a-day about 40 years ago; they arc now from 10d. to 1s.
The women’s wages is 6 d. a-day for labouring at hay or tur-
n?p. But there are few day-labourers, moft of the péoplc
being employed as hynds or plowmen, lot-men, &c.; all of
whom are paid in grain. The lot-men threfh for the 25th
boll. The plowmen feceive bolls of different kinds of grain,

frequently amounting in all-to L. 18 or L. 20 Sterling. A
] male
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male dometftic fervant receives L. 6 or upwards, and a female
L. 3 per annum. Forty years ago, a male fervant received
about L. 2: 10t o, and a female L. 1 : § : 0 per annum. Beef,
mutton, &c. are fold at Dunbar from 4 d. to 5 d. per lib. ; a
couple of fowls now cofts from 2s.to 2. 6d.

Fifb, and Sea-Coaft.— At prefent, only two fithing hoats be-
longing to the parifh are cmployed in catching lobiters, which
is by far the moft profitable branch of fithing ; but grest g
riety of other fith is caught, fuch as cod, ling, turbot, had<
dock, &c. which are generally fent to Dunfe, Haddington,
&c. It is probable that the current on this coaft is ftronger
than formerly; for all the wrecks, about 1§ or 16 in num-
ber, that have happened within thefe 18 years, have been
driven afhore nearly about the fame place. At the placg
where the fhips are always wrecked, there is a fmall creck,
called Sketraw Shore, which feems to be intended by nature
for a harbour. The making a harbour here would be of
great advantage to the trade from Leith to London ; and par-
ligpentary intereft could not, perhaps, be employed better
than in promotmg fuch a fcheme.

Church and Stipend —The church was built in 1784; the
manfe about the year 1726, and repaired in 1788.  Accord-
ing to a decreet pronounced in March 1790, the ft:pend, in-
cluding the glebe, will, at an average, amount to L. 140 Ster-
ling per annum. Mr Nifbet of Dirleton is patrop.

Antiguiiin.—'l'he remains of a chapel are to be feen on the
coaft. There is a fmall encampment on Blackcaftle Hill,
Jeemingly Danith. There are two very beautiful tumuli, en
the top of which have been burial places. Near one of them
js a bridge of one arch, commonly called Edirkin, faid to be

L




a corryption for King Edward, who is fuppofed to have built
it,

Mifecllaneous Olfervations~The air is generally dry and
healthy. There is 2 fpring-well, the water of which is re«
markable for its lightnefs. ‘There are two free-flone quar~
ries. No coal is worked, but fmall feams are vifible in dif-
ferent places. There is lime upon the coaft in great abus.

ghance, with a fmall feam of coal below it. The rent of eottages -
is from 1§ to 20 fhillings. Coal is ufed as fuel on the coaft,
peat and turf on the moors. The people are, in general,
more expenfive in their mode of living than formerly. They
are very humane to thofe who have been thip-wrecked. There
arc many inclofures in the parith; but fome farmers think
them difadvantageous, as they occupy too much of the high
reated carm. Jand, and harbour birds. |

NU My
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NUMBER XVIL
PARISH OF LINTON.

By the Rev. Mr FINDLATER, Minifler of Newlands, former.
: ly of Linton.

Name, Situation, and Extent.” "
YHE origin of the hame is uncertain. The river of Lyne,
which rifes at the Cauldftane Slaup, (a pafs over the
Peatlands from Tweeddale to Weft Lothian) runs,through
this parith, and probably Linton is fo called from being the
town on the Lyne. Linton is fituated in the couaty of
Tyreeddsle, and prefbytery of Pecbles. Its contents may be
about 2§ {quare miles. It is bounded on the north by the
. parifha of Mid-Calder and Kirknewton ; on the eaft by the
parifh of Pennycook ; on the weft by the parith of Dunfyre;
and the remaining part by Dolphington, Kirkcurd, and New-

lands.

Soil.—~The foil of the hills is clayey, and they are covered
with grafs, which feeds fheep for the butcher; the theep,
however, are fubject to the rot. The low ground near the
North Efk is a clay foil on a lime-ftone, but the land being
high, is unfavourable to cropping. The remaining part of the
hill ground is all covered with heath, with a fmall mixture
of grafs, and is fitter for breeding than feeding, which, in ge.

- neral,




. O bLintons b2y

aeral, is the cafe with almoft all the pafture land in the pae
rith. Except on the North Efk, the cultivated land is cither
a mofly foil, or a fandy loam upon a gravelly bottom, and
remarkably adapted for the culture of turnip and potatoe,
There are fome lochs in the lands of Slipperfield, belonging
to Mr John Carmichael of Skirling, the largeft about a
mile and an half Englith in circumference. They have
no outlet; the fprings feeming to equipoife the evapora-
tion. The water is mofs water, They abound in pike and
perch, but contain no ecls. In a loch in Eddleftone parith,
in the county of Tweeddale, called the Water Loch, there is
an outlet with a fiream which drives a mill; at c¢ertain fea-
fons cels are caught in abundance, in creels, at the outlet,
‘The ftream falls into one of the Efk waters. Quere, Do cels
migrate for {pawning to running water only, or do they go ta
the fea?

Climate.—Though the climate is rainy, and the air moift,
from the number of moffes, yet, bein g well ventilated, the
exhalations never ftagnate or grow putrid, fo as to produce di-
feafes. The high lands of Tweeddale and Lanarkfhire, are all
fubject to harveft frofts, which often damage the crop. Thefe
frofts are generally dreaded about the latter end of Auguft and
during the month of September. Rainy weather about this
time gencrally terminates in this kind of froft, which, in the
year 1784, deftroyed the whole barley crop in the month of
Auguft. The higheft land is always the laft in fuffering by
this kind of froft; the loweft is in greateft danger. Ina
calm evening after rain this froft is always apprehended;
when it fets in, a low white thick creeping vapour is obfer-
ved to arife, after {un-fet,. from the running waters and low
lying moffes, which gradually fpreads to a certain diftance,
and to a certain heighth, oo the lands in the neighbourhood.

Thefe
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Thefe froft mifts are oblcrved to attral each ofhier; and;
wherever they reft, they deftroy vegetation wheh in a certainl
ftate, or where their baleful influence is not counteraéted by
pamcular circumftances, The half of a field contiguous to
the running water or mofs is often deftroyed, while the more
remote half, oii the fame level, or part equally near, but more
elevated, remains fafe. In part of a ficld of potatoes in the
line of the attraltion of two mifts, the fiems became black
and foft like foap, while the neighbouring drill remained
green and vigorous. Thefe froft mifts manifeft their noxi-
ous quality firft on the potatoc ftems, fecond crop of clo-
Vver, and peafe. It requires a greater degree of intenfity in
the froft to hurt othier crops: It fearcely affes turnips. The
flems of the potatoes and clover grow black and foft, and fall
down ; the lcaves, and the pods of the pea, are fpotted with
white fpots. The potatoec is fuppofed to grow no more,
though the roots are fafe; thic peafe, in proportion to their
greennefs, are foft, wrinkled, and watery, become of the co-
lour of a pickled olive, and acquire a difagreeable fweetifh
tafte: When threfhed, the froft bitten are diftiniguithed from
the found by throwing them into water; the found fink, the
others {wim. A field of cats, when froft bitten, acquires in
a few days a blueith caft; and barley, if early frofted, as in
1784, remains ere& in the head, which acquires a redith
brown colour, or, if later, a deadith whitenefs. The kernels,
when unhufked immediately after the froft, ate wrinkled,
foft, and watery, and, after a while, grow fhriveled and dry.
The kernel of frofted oats, even if threthed in {pring, when
examined between the cye and the light, appears cloudy, and
not of that uniform tranfparency which found grain poflef-
fes.

In the morning after the froft the vegetables are ftiffened 5
but
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but: jts clells are not obfervable till after fun-rife. If wind
arifes through the night to prevent the mift from féttling, or
if the next day is cloudy, and efpecially if it rains before fun-
rife, or if the ficld be fo (haded by hills from the rifing fun
that the crop may be gently thawed by the increafing heat of
the atmofphere before the fun’s rays thine directly on it, no
danger isto be apprchended. In conformity to this expe-
rience, a fmall field of potatoes has been known to be faved
by fprinkling them ‘with well water before fun-rifing. But
this can never be executed on a large feale.  Attempts have
alfo been made, though without fuccels, to fave oats and bar-
ley, by dragging fomething over them, before fun-rife, to
thake off the hoar froft, or ryme or cranreuch, as it is called,
which is depofited wherever the umift fettles.  "This froft af-
fe&ls the vegetation of corn only at a certain period of its pro-
grefs.  Peafe are frofted however green in the grain, and the
greener the more readily ; they are not killed by it when
hard ripc; but to this ftate they feldom arrive at Linton.
arley and oats are not hurt by this froft when hard ripe,
and fit for the hook; and it is probable that they are not
hurt by it even though they are fhot, and the ear beginning
to fill, aslong as the juices are watery, and have rot yet
come to the confiftency of thickith milk. It is certainly the
cafe with oats. In the year 1784, the froft was on the 19th
and 18th Auguft. The uppermott grains of the cats, which
2iways fill fooneft, had thick milk in them, and were frofted
4 or § grains down the head. The grains below thefe all
ripened well. The barley, which might be about equally for-
ward with the top grains of the oats, was totally deftroyed,
Y’robably the upper grains had fheliered the under ones from
the froft, the crop being very thick and ftrong; and this
miglht have been the reafon why the undermoft grains ripen-
cd : But as a proof, above all exception, t2at the frofl does not

Vor. 1 R greatly
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greatly hurt oats while the juices in the ear are watery, there
" were feveral contiguous fields fown with late feed oats, whofe
beft ripened grains were no further advanced than the un-
dermoft grains in the field above mentioned, and they all ri-
. peacd very well, though equally expofed to the froft.

Dr Rocbuck’s experiments an qats in 1782 correfponds
with this obfervation ; for, even the laft parcel he cut “was
not ripe when cut ; of courfe, it may be probably conjectured,
that, w the time of the froft, none of the oats in queftion
had thick milk in the ear.

Crops cut and ftacked before the froft are fafe, except
peafe, the upper furface of “which will froft till they be tho-
rcughly ripe. To fave them, it is ufual to turn the expofed
fide downywards, to thaw gradually before fun-rife.

This froft affeéts only low grounds, and only hardens a
very thin cruft on the furface of the earth. In 1982, the
froft penerrated feveral inches into the ground, fo as to de-
ftroy the roots of the potatoes,

Difeifes—A man called William Badie, or Beatie, a fhoe-
maker, died a fcw weeks ago in Linton. About 16 or 17
years fince, being afflited with ftomach complaints, contrac-
ted by drinking cold water when overheated in harveft, he
was advifed to fwallow ftones to help digeftion, after the
maanner of birds with mufcular flomachs. He was ever after
'-..\fﬂiﬂcd with violent ftomach complaints, and frequent vo-
mitings, with a long train of nervous fymptoms. He never
fufpected that the ftones had lodged in his ftomach, till Lap-
pering to be feifed with a vomiting, lying acrofs a bed, with
his head and body reclined downwards, and fapporting him-

) felf
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fdf with his hands on the floor, feveral ftones came up.

The man ¥ras of decent charater ; and from his own, and

his neighbours reports, there is no doubt of the fa&t. The

largeft fone was the fize of a finger end. He threw up 13,

which, being the Devil’s dozen, might probably be the num-

ber fwallowed, Latterly‘ his furgeon made him vomit in

a0 inclined pofition, and he threw up fand, which protably

had fallen from his victuals into fome fack formed in the fto.

mach by the weight of the ftones. The flones muft have ©
been lodged in his ffomach for about 16 years,

Mines, Minerals, Springs, &'c.—There is wliite free-ftone
at Décpfyi:e—hcad and at Spittlehaugh. 'The foriier quarry
fupplies all Tweeddale. Tlhere is red free ftone in the ridge
of Broomieleas, fupplying all [ weeddale with pavement flags,

There is limeftoiie at Carlops, ahd Whitefield, and Spnttlc-
haugh, afforded in proportion to their relative fituation to
the market, at 16d. 1s. and 1.s. 1d. per boll of fhells, at the
hill. ‘Two bolls of fhells is a good loading for a one' horfe
art. A boll of fhells, when flacked, yiclds from two to
three bolls of limes

Theré is coal at Carlops and Coalyburn, fold, accord- *
,.ing to fituation, at 6d. and 7 d. per 200 weight at the pit.
The feams are about 43 feet thick, including a divifion ftone
of 18 inches

Fullers eirth is found in a fmall feam below Bridgehoufe
bridge over the Lyne, on the eaft fide of the water.

Mafle is found in beds, formed feemingly by oozing fprings
from lime-ftone, which encruft or petrify mofs by depofitions
of
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of lime-ftone. In thefe beds the fhells of the common friail
are obferved rotten and friable. A blue marle, of a mixed
confiftency between ftone and clay, is found in a firatom
about two feet thick, above the lime rocks of Carlops and
Spittlehaugh. No whin-flone has been difcovered, except
detached ftones in the bed of the river.-

There is a fpripg lying north of Linton Village about z
mile, in Mr Chatto’s land, called Hmm-agua Well, fome-
what refembling Tunbridge.

Animals, t'c.—Befides the domeftié animals, and thofe
common to the country, the earn eagle is fometimes, but rare-
ly, feen on the heights. ~ ! he golden crefied wren and the
bullfinch are but lately come. The woodpecker has very
lately appeared at Newhall on the North Efk, where, pro-
bably, we fhall foon have the brown fquirrel, which has ar.
rived already at Pennycook, from the Duke of Buccleuph’s
menagerie. In winter, the huppoe, and fome unknoseni birds,
fon:etimes vifit us. Our migrating birds are the fwallms,
green plover, curlew, fand lark, a finall wader frequenting.
running water, and the red-thank, and other two larger wie
ders frequenting lochs; alfo the corn-craik and cuckoo ; thefe
appear in fpring and leave us after midfummer. The fclt.
farc and wild goofe appear in winter 5 the woodcock comes

in September or Oober, and foon leaves us. -

DPlantations and Woeds, (5c.—Any large plantations of trees
in the parith arc as yet only in their infancy. “The larix
feews to thrive in the pooreft foils and moft expofed fitna-
tions. ‘L heir durability in paling pofts, even when cut young,
is we!'l known. The natural wood is bazel, birch, mountain-

Birch is generally found' in the moffess
No

afh, and vitows.
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N3 oak fas occurred, except biee a hirfrung inerthofs near
the top of Mendic Hill. The fheep prevest the.growsh of
natural wood. 'The young fhoots of ‘heath, .ahe year:after it
is barnt,’ is the great-food of the fheep. If burnt in winser
it dies. The time allotted by the game laws for burnigin
fpring isitoo fhort, as heath is ofteh too et to buryy inithbil
mited tite ; but fheriffs who Rnow country affairs finc trefs
paffing -farmers- in moderation.” There is a mofs plant with
a white tottopy head growing:in moffes, which is the firft
fpring food of the theep. It fprings in February, if the weae
ther is freth, It is contmonly called pull ling. the theep
take what is above the graund.tenderly in their miduths, and
without biting it draw up a long white ftalk. : r

Grasing —~There may, by a rough computation, b abeat
10,000 fheep grazed in the parifh, 130 horles, and 460 cows,
Swine are coming wmore and more into fathion, both among
farmers and hoefcholders, for family ufe, Cows . are from
2d to 26 flone weight, yiclding from 6 to 8 Scots piots of
milkc per day. They are kept motily for family ufe, no ate
tention being paid to dairy farming. . The breed of horfes i»
much improved of late; particularly fince the introdu&ion ‘of
two-horfe plouglis, which. are -generally adopted. Englith
ploughs, with the carved moldbroad and correfponding fock,
are coming into more gencral ufe, except for breaking up
moor and bent. Small’s plough is alfo coming into ufe.-Afew
young horfes are reared from the plough mares for fale.. Of
late, year olds arc foki from L. 6 to L. 10. 'The demand iy
preateft for the males, which, carteris paribus, draw from 30
to 4o fhillings more than the females. A good fallion im
the neighbourhood will be bought in at L. 40 or L..50
and yield to his mafter a profit of from L. 15 to L. 20 annu»
The
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The flaple animal kiept by the farmers is the {leep, exs
cepting a very few farms where the hills ate greeri, and where
lambs are fed for the butcher. “The fheep for fale are hogs,
3. e. theep of ore year old, fold off in June ar July before they
are thorn. They are difpoféd of tb the Highlands, or Oichil
Hills in Fifethire, at the Linton markets. The principal of
thefe markets are two; the ane held inviriably on the third
Wednefday of June old ftile, the other that day.week. Between
twenty and thirty thoufand fheep. are generally fold at thefe
markets annually, many being brought fram. other parithes.
Bome of the Tweeddale theep are fold at Stagthaw, on the
Englith fide, and bought in by farmers to the Yorkthire fells;
whence, when older, they are fold to grazing farms farther
fouth. The Highlanders keep what they buy for two or
theee years, then fell them fat to:Perth; Gla{gow, and Edin-
burgh, about Martinmas; a confiderable number, ‘too, are
fent up to England. Till of late, the great demand to the
Highlands wad for wedder hogsj lately; the demand was
greateft for ewe hogs for breeding. The average price for
thefe year old fheep at Linton markets, of late years, has been
9 s. a head. The fuperanguated breeding ewes are either fold
fat at. Martinmias to the butcher, 3t about 9 s. a head, or elfe
-fold with lamb, in the month of March, to the Lothian parks
at 118 . : :
* ‘The duration of a breeding ewe varids, in differént farmsg
from. 4 to 7 years. The farmer, when fmearing them at Mara
‘tinmias, examines their tecth and their eyes; and from thence
§udges whether he ought to keep them on his farm another
year: When a farmer quits his farm, the new incomer knows
that it is highly dangerous to bring in 2 breeding ftock which
Htas not been bred on the farm, and generally takes the breeds
ing ftock on the farm at from 14s. to 165s. a head. Rauis

being
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being unprofitable, the leaft poffible number of them is kept.
From 40 to 5o ewes are generally allotted to one ram through
Tweeddale, according to the poornefs or richnefs of the pa~
tore. An old fat breeding ewe from the hill grounds weighs
from 6 to 8 pounds avoirdupoilc per quarter, yiclding from 4
to 8 pounds of Tallow,

The Tweeddale wool is in general coarfe, and fells at pre«
fent, if the fheep are wathed, at an average of 6s. per ftone
Tron. It ufed formerly to go all to Stirling for carpets, fhal.
loons, &ec.; but of late it is bought much by Hawick people 3
part is fent to Hawick, part to Leith, where it is thipped for
England. Attempts hive been made in Tweeddale, and in
fimilar grounds in Annandale, to improve the wool, by the
introdution of Bakewell rams ; but it is univerfally given up ;
the breed produced being, as is reported, a foft dull animal,
always loitering in low grounds, unwilling to climb heights,
and too fpiritlefs to remove the fnow with its feet to obtain
food in winter. The chicf food of the fheep in winter is the
grafs which in fummer they rejedt, and allow to grow to its
proper height, The common breed here is a thort tailed com.
paét bodied fheep, with biack faces and legs. The fheep are
all fmeared at Martinmas with a mixture of tar and train oil,
or Orkney butter.  Butter is preferred to train oil.

A ftone and an half of butter, and 12 Scots pints of Norway
tar, is reckoned, in general, the dofe for 8o old theep; 14
ftones of butter, and 12 pints of tar, is the dofe for go year .
olds, or 60 two year olds. John Murray farmer in Buccam, -
in the parith of Galathiels, fays, that when in Elibank, in Sel-
kirk{hire, he was unfuccefsful in his competition for the pre-
mium granted for wool 3 he next feafon {meared entirely with
butter without tar, and eafily gained the premium. ‘The

Highlanders
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Highlanders and Yorkfhire people prefer hogs in proportion
to theit blacknefs, thinking they, are hardy bred in high or
mofly land. This may be a reafon of fmearing hogs heavily.
There is no getting u very fatisfaftory agcount of fmearing
from the farmers: Some fay it forms the wool inte a wax-
cloth, keeping the theep warm and dry; fome fay the tay is
neceffary for this purpofe; John Murray, before mentiongd,
apprehends the butter fufficient for this purpofe, and that the
tar is.only neceflary to kill yermin. Some farmers keep a
few fheep perfectly unfmeared, for pettycoats and ftockings;
they fay they have perhaps more wool; but they think the
wool degencrates in quality and quantity the fucgeeding year ;
and even the firft year the experiment is not fair, as they al-
ways feleit for the purpofe the ftrongeft and fatteft (heep of
ghe flock. They apprehend, too, that they fail fooner.

Thf;“gx:ea.teft improvement thag has been lately introdpced
in fheep farming is light ftocking. The fheep are better,
and the rifk of death is alfo by that means diminithed. ]t is
not pralticable by any other means than light ftocking, to in-

"creafe the wiater food of the fheep through I'weeddale ; the
arable land bearing (o very inconfiderable a proportion to the
hill ground. Plantations, in different parts of the fhecp farms,
would be of great ufe for proteiting the fheep from ftorms ;
but on a 19 years leafe, which is the ufual term, no farmer
will plant. On the 57 years leafes lately granted by the Duke
of Queenfberry, farmers aye. planting trees for this purpofe at
their own expence. In fome of the breeding farms in Lin-
ton, the farmer keeps a ftock of breeding ewes ; of their lambs .
he keeps a part, to replace the fuperannuated ewes and rams
which he annually fells o, He felels the beft for that pur«
pofz : He alfo keeps a portion of the next beft lambs for fell-
ing as hogs next year to the Highlands, The wort portion

of
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of the lambs he fells to a fecond clafs of farmers, who annu-
ally buy in lambs, and fell them all again next year as hogs
to the Highlanders. A third clafs of farmers have a breed=
ing ftock of ewes; of their lambs they keep juft as many as
are fufficient to replace the breeding ftock ; the reft they fell
to the fecond clafs of farmers. A few farmers keep a flock
of breeding ewes ; they fell all their lambs fat to the butcher,
except what is neceffary to keep up the breeding ftock. One
or two farmers who have low and improved }and keep no
theep through winter, but buy in ewes with lambs in March,

fell off the fat lambs in fummer, and fatten the mothers on
grafs, felling them at Martinmas, or feeding them ftill farther

on turnips.

This laft mode of farming is in its infancy at Linton. It
was introduced by James M<Dougal in Linton, a very intel-
ligent man, who was 14 years with Mr Dawion at Frogden,
about the time he commenced his improvements, firft asa
fervant and then as an overfeer. He has been about 12 years
in a L. o farm at Linton. Mr Laurence Tweedie, lately
come to the farm of Slipperfield near Lintcn, is adopting his
mode of culture. He has an extenfive theep farth of the firft
defcription, but brings down his fuperannyated breeding
ftock to be fed off on turnips on his low lands. James
M¢Dougal buys in his ewes in March with Jamb; feeds off
the lambs on hill ground which has been laid down with
white clover, The ewes which have miffed lamb, and thofe
whofe lambs were firft fold off, as they grow fat on the grafs,
are fold at Martinmas; the reft arc brought down to the
turnip, and fold about the middle of January. Before he
praftifed feeding on the turnip, he fold all off at Martinmas,
and reckoned himfelf well paid if he cleared §s. a-head for
the lambs, and loft pothing by the ewes, The turnip im-

Vou.l, ’ S proves
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proves the ewes about 2s. 6d. or 3s. a-head, which is 3
profit of L. 2:10:0, or L. 3, from the acre of turnip, an
acre fccdmg a fcore, befides the advantage of the dung and
paddling on a light fandy fonl The fheep are inclofed in 2
web of net ftretched on 2 pahng, thenr horns are fawn oﬂ'
m frefh weather, without injury to the animal; in wet wea-
ther they are allowed to go at large. They thrive fatter
when at large; but the turnip are fooner confumed, as they
run to the freth ones, and leave thofe that are half eaten.
Turmp fucceeds beft at Linton when fown in the latter end
Qf May.

The principal difeafes of theep are, 1t, lliac paffion or fick-
gefs. It attacks the fatteft, when firit lct down to the ftubbles,
and ground allotted for their winter provifion : It is cured,
when taken in time, by blccdmg and purging. Turmps, or
clover ﬁubblc. are fud to cure it; probably by occafioning a
lpofencfs.  2d, A dnarrhoea, whnch attacks them in fprmg,
when the new grafs {prings qunckly, afcer previous ftarviag
in a hard wmter. 3d, Palfy, called trembling, or thorter i, to
which thofe fed on certain lands are peculiarly fubje&. 4th,
‘The rot, mdnfcnmmately applled to confumption of lungs or
liver: To this they are moft fub_;e& in moift foft land. Rot-
fen éwes ‘Thave in fpring a goiter like tbe mhabltants of the
Alps under the lower j jaw, and are called pokd i. e. pouched
ewes. §th, The ﬂurdy, or water in the head: The feull
grows foft above where the water is Iodged and they are
fometimes cured by a trepan, performcd by a herd’s knife.
6th, Tup lambs are apt to dic of caftration, partlcularly if it
is performed in hot clofe weather, and efpecially if it thun-
ders within two or three days. The operation is delayed as
long as can be ritked for the fummer heat, to give them a
better creﬁ. '




o Lintn: . 139

When the laribs are weaned, the ewes are milked for a
longer or thorter time, accordmg to the rickinefs of the paf-
ture; and the milk, mixed with the cow milk of the farm

is made into cheefe, which fells at about & s. per ftone Tron.
Milking, however; is much difuled.

The natmes of theep are s follow :
lﬂ Ewe, wcdder, tup, lambs.. until they are fmeared.
2d, Ewe, wedder, tup, hogs, until they are fhorn.
3d, Gimmers, dummons, tups, until they are Ihorm
4th, old ewes, wcdders, tups.

An intelligent herd knows all his fheep from perfonal ¢~
quaintance, called Aead mark, and can fwear to the identity of
a theep as he could to that of a fellow fervant. The artificial
mark made with a hot iron on the nofe, or with 3 knife on
the cars, he confiders .as a very equlvocal mark of identity,
like the cut or colour of a cot in the human fpecies.

Corn Farming.—The different i'pecics of oats fown at Lin-
ton are ranked as follows, according to their different degrees
of carlinefs : 1ft, Magbiehill oats, or barley oats, introduced
by Mr William Montgomery of Magbichill. 2d, Carnwath
oats from the moors of Carnwath: They are 14 days latter
than the Magbichill. 3d, Late feed oats from Tweedfide,
100or 14 days latter than the Carnwath oats. They will
grow on worfe foil than the Magbiehill, but require ftrong-
er foil than the Carnwath. A prejudice lopg prevailed, but
is now given up, that the meal of thicfe was better than thae
of the Magbichill,

The Lothiin pea does not ripen in any year at Linton.
The Peebles grey pea ripens fomenmcs if fown in March.
These

A4
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There is a Magbichill pea, procured by the Lord Chief Ba
zon’s father. ‘The peafe crop 1s always precarious at Linton.

The land under the plough in Linton parith may amount
to 700 or 800 acres, of which two-thirds may be outfield *.

The outfield is teathed by folding the black cattle in fum<
mer over night, to keep them from the corns, and by folding
the ewes when they are milked. The folds are fometimes
limed in' O&tober, after the cattle are houfed: The land is
then ploughed; the lime falls to the bottom of the furrow,
but is brought up again by ploughing . deeper next feafon.

_Three crops. of oats is reckoned moderate cropping aftera fold.
On new limed folds fome farmers take four oat crops, then a
crop of peafe, which will grow on outficld after lime, though

“not otherwife, then another crop of oats: - The Jand is then

"keft to gather fod as nature fhall direét. Twenty bolls of

 fhells, or at moft twenty-four, is the dofe for an acre.

The croft land + is varioufly treated. The approved ro-
tation introduced by James M¢Dougal is a rotation of four,
viz, turnips with dung ; then barley or Magbiehill oats fown
with graffes ; then a crop of hay; then Magbiehill oats, If
the turnips are eaten on the field by theep, this ftill farther
enriches the land ; fo that, in all probability, at the next go-
ing over, half the dung might be fufficient to riife a good
turnip crop, and fet the rotation agoing. ihe fpare dung
might be employed in converting fome of the outfield into
croft. Under this rotation of four, potatoes are raifed in
_ ftripes through the turnip field ; fo- that the land is dunged
and paddled by the fheep which eat the turnip.

‘ Lint
® That is, the open or nnmclo&d field,
1+ That is inclofed ficlds,
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Lint is fedom fown, and only for family ufe. Neis worth

to ot 11 fhillings por ftone when fit for the-heckler, .Four

frone fromp the peck is reckoned a good crop. Nobody wil

tifk the fowing it extenfively, execept with -the view of gam-
bling for the Truftees premium.

Population.—The population of Lintom, taken at a vifita-
tion in 1777-

Inhabited houfes by feparate families in the viHlage 102

Ditto in the cosntry - . - 134
Total - - - 236
Souls in the village - - - - 353
Ditto in the country - - 650
Total - - - - 1003
Males - - . 490
Females - - - 513
The ftate of their ages.
Above 70 - - - 23
Between 70 and 50 - - - 146
§o and 20 - - - - 408
e 20 and 10 - - - 224
Under 10 - - - - 202
Number of marriages - - ‘- 162,
The whole of the feceders (all Burgers) including young o
children of feceding parents - - 400

There is no regifter of burials or marriages. The regifter
of baptifins is mot very accurate: A thilling is paid for re-
giftering, and poor people have an intereft in the omiffion.

Annual
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Annual average of bapufms from 1736 till 1749, both ine

- clufive, - - - - 214y
From 1759 till 1766 is very lrreguhr
From 1766 till 1789, both inclufive, is - 26}

- Population in 179f.

Inhabited houfes in the village of Linton - 59
of Blyth - - 12

country part - - 107

" Total inhabited houfes in the parith - - 18

Males. Females. Perfons.

Inhabitants in Linton - 149 202 35t
~———=——— in Blyth - 26 28 £
~————— inthccountry - 274 249 513
Total inhabitants in the parith - - 928
Above 70 years old - - - 19
Between 50 and 70 T - - - 146
Between 20 and g0 - .. - 349
Between 10 and 20 - - - 186
Under 10 years old - . - - «° 218

The depopulation feems to be owing to fheep farms being
rented to people who live it a diftance; the houfes of thefe
farms being inhabited only by the herds inftead of the far-
‘mer’s family. Amnother circumftance muft be attended fto,
viz. that, in 1777, Sir William Montgomery was making
large improvements oa his eftate; but at prefent there are
fewer labourers in the neighbourhood ; and it is obfervable;
that the greateft number of empty houfes are near Sir Wil-
liam Montgomery’s cftate. Lord Hyndford alfo carried on
many improvements, but at Lis death tliefé improvemefits
ceafed.

The
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“The people are either farmers, or mechanics and fhop-
keepers ; generally one, and fometimes two furgeons; for-
merly an excifeman; lead carters and carriers; no lawyers.
Two or three looms work cotton cloth independently, or
linen for the manufatturers in Edinburgh, or even Glafgow.
There are about two dozen of looms in the village.

In the memory of old people, the mode of living is much
altered. The great expence formerly was in drinking two-
peany. The farmers ate no fleth but what died of itfelf;
onions was a common relith to their bread. Their clothes
were homefpun and coarfe. More flefh is now confumed
even by cottagers, than formerly by farmers.

The fituation of every clafs of people is much improved.
Even within thefe few years labourers wages are confiderably
raifed. A good ploughman gets L. 6, and meat in the houfe
or 61 bolls of meal, and L. 1 : 6 : 0 annually, inftead of meat.
If he marries he gets a houfe, for which his wife fhears ail
harveft with his mafter, who drives in her fuel, and gives hep
land for lint or potatoes. She generally gets offalls of milk
and whey, &c. if fhe is liked. A good fervant maid has L. 3
?ff annum. ’

Day laboureys have 8d. in fummer and 6d. in winter,
with vituals; women at out-work 3 d, but oftner 4 d. with,
vituals. In harveft, mep get 10d. women 8d. with vica
tuals. Taylors 6d. and victuals. Mafons and joiners are
over-proportioned to other labourers, from the demand to
Edinburgh, and get 1s. with viGtuals. Few enlift, as they
have plenty of employment at home. Some fix or eight may
have cmigrated to America; they write flattering accounts
fo their ﬁunds, but complain of their diftance from religious

ordinances,
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ordinances. Except in cafes of occafional diftrefs, from dearth,
ficknefs, or old age, a ftout labourer or ploughman, with an
economical wife, can bring up a family of fix children with-
eut aid from the public.

Rent, Church, &'c.—The heritors of the-parifh, excepting

trifling feuers, arc 12 in number, of which only one has a do-
micile, where he occafionally refides,
'The land rent may be - - - L. 2350
The rent from coal and lime - - - 150
The glebe and flipend may be worth - - 8s
The prefent mioifter is Alexander Forrefter, a batchelor,
who fucceeded in 1790. The manfe was rebuilt in 1779,
the churchin 1782. '

The feceders are, Burgers - - - 339

Antiburgers - - 2
> Rdin - - - 3 5
Inal 376

There are no other religious feQarics in the parith.

Poor.—There are no poors rates in the parith, They are
fupported by colletions at the church doors, by dues at pro-
clamations, and dues for mort-cloths kept by the kirk-fef-
fion. Im 1773, a legacy of L. 100 was lett to the poor; be-
fore that they had one of L. 25." This ftock is at intereft at
§ per cent.  In 1783, the treafurer had above the annual in-
come a balance, which was then expended, with fome chari-
table colletions and private donations, amounting to near
L. 30. In that year the feflion did not buy meal and retail
it at an under rate, but gave their contributions in moncy.
Tn other parithes, where the kirk-feflion bought and retailed
' meal
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eal at an under rate, the retail trade was knpcked up, and
tradefmen who were not on their lift had to travel to Linton
for meal. The feflion never admitted any poor to regular
penfions 3 but the treafurer, who was the minifter, gave oc-
caional fnpply, by the advice of difcreet people in the pariﬂx.—

Average qf the annual expences of fuppomng the poor in
Linton,

For 4 yo;ars ;;rcvious‘ to §773, when L. 100 was left them,

was - - - - L.10 18 8
¥From 1773, for 8 years, annual expence 16 19 3
¥rom Mu:tinmas 1782 ti;l Martinmnas 1785,

the expence is nearly the fame each year 31 o of
From Junc 1785 till June 1590 - - 18 17 10

From the above may be deduced about L. 1: 4: 0, which
is annually expended in fces to the feflion-clerk, beadle, and
prefbytery and fynod clerks, and officers.

In 1782—3, people were fometimes difcovered living on
nettles, or potatoes, without meal, and were relieved; par.
ticularly one poor héufeholder, a day labourer, who was re-
ported to the minifter as fick and ftarving. Me was found
exhaufted with hunger ; and faid, that he felt an od'ercafling at
his bearty and bhis lights were ay ready to lofe the fliff. Some
Port wine, and a fupply of meal, put him in heart, and made
him fit for work., The pcople lived then moitly on very
wholcfome white peale, brought from Leith.

Parochiol 8: ba!.—The fchoolmafter’s falary is L. 1o, with
a houfe and garden valued at L. 2 per annum. ~ The {cholars
feldom exceed 40 {ummer and winter. The prices for teach-
Vor. L T ing
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ing are 135. 2d. per quarter for Englith; 1s. 6d. for arith-
metic, writing, and Latin. On account of the vacation in
harveft, the fchoolmafter’s year is only 3 quarters. L. 20
per annum may be the value of his oﬂice

Price of ijom.—Lamb 23d. per pound; mautton 3d,
to 33 d.; beef 3d. to 3.3 pork 3} d. to 4d.5 ducklings 7d.
or 8 d. a-picce; chickens 3 d. a-piece ; hens for the fpit 11d.;
butter $d. ; fkimnied cow milk cheefe 2} d.; ewe milk chcefe
s d. per Tron pound; fweet milk perScou pint 2d.; (kun-
med milk § d.

Roads.—An a&t was got for the Linton and Noblchoufe
roads from Edmburgh to Moffat, about 1756. They are
made, and now upheld, at 5o flullings per mile, whichis all
the money that can be al'owed above paying the intereft of
borrowed money, and wiizout any finking fund to extinguith
the principal.  Statute lavour is commuted, with advantage,
at 4 d. for a day’s work of 4 man.

Antiquities—When the old church was taken down In
3781 or 1782, it appeared to have been built of the ftones of
an older one. Carved free ftones were found in the middle
of the wall, reprefenting in baflo relievo a crucifix ere&, fup-
ported by a pair of wooi iicars lying acrofs beneath, bat no
motto.

In a deep fequeftered glen in the lands of Carlops, at the
junéion of two aeep glens which communicate with the firt .
one, (tands a projecting rock of free-ftone, forming a natural
pich, with a projecting canopy. It is called Harbour Craig.
This, it is faid, was a retreat of conventiclers under Charles IF.

A great number of initials are carved rudely in thc rock, and
A e
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dates correfponding to the tradition. Near it is the moor
called Harlaimuir, probably from fome fkirmith, of which
there is no tradition. Near Spittlchaugh is a park called
Chapelhill ; there are ro remains nor tradition of a building ;
but ftone coffins have been found in the park, and in feveral

parts of the parith. A Roman urn was found in a cairn a

Garwaldfoot, by the late General John Douglas.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—The village of Linton feems
ddapted for a woollen manufature of coarfe goods, The
Lyne would drive confiderable weighty machinery. Lime is
abundant ; coal'is not dear; and every houfe in the village
has a privilege of cutting peat ad libitum from the common
moffes, which, all expences included, maybe put inte the
winter ftack at 8 d. the fingle horfe cart.

NUM.
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NUMBER XVIIL

PARISH OF NEWLANDS.

By the Rev. Mr FINDLATER.

Situation, Soily &c.

WLANDS s fituated in the fhire of Tweeddale and

prefbytery of Peebles. It is bounded by the parithes
of Linton, Lyne, Kirkhurd, Stobo, Eddleftone, and Penny-
“cook. 'The face of the parith is diverfified with hills and val-
leys. The hills are in general clayey, more or lefs mined
with ftones. The arable land is in general a clay loam, up-
on a clofe impervious tilly bottom. It is liable te poach inf
winter, and therefore not fit for turnip theep feeding.

There is {careely any heath in the parith. The paftures are
all green; and white clover abounds where the land has been
limed. Trees thrive every where, and thorn hedges grow
very well. In high expofed fituations, on fpouty clay foil, the
oak fecms to thrive better than any other white wood ufually
plauted among evergreens, as on a hill tap above Romanno.
Fro:n the Wheam to Moothill bridge, the lind is ull enclo-
fed and well wooded. Larix and other firs of a lacge fize are
to he fcen at Lamancha and Wheam: At th Lier, filver fir
was hatcly cut wiuch afforded planks ot 27 l..hius.

Sirings,y
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Springs, Mines, and Minerals —Chalybeate fprings abound
tvery where. There is red frec-flone in Broomyieas ; and
from Romanno down the Lyne whin-ftone abounds. , From
Noblehoufe to Wheam the hills abound in iron-ore and iron-
flone, oh which trials have been made, but hitherto without
fuccefs. At Wheam, Lamancha, and Maghiehill, there is
lime and coal. About that end of the parith there are alfo
ochres, red and yellow, veins of manganefe, and Stourbridge
cay. A manufaQory for convetting ochre into paints is car
tied on by the Honourable Captain Cochrane at Lamancha,

Farming.—The whole land in tillage may be 1300 Scots
acres, of which the outfield may probably be only one-half of
three-fifths. Ploughing is moftly performed by four horfes;
in the lighter foil by two. At Scotftown, two ftout oxen are
trained to plough, yoked like horfes, and feem to anfwet
Yery well.

There may be 230 horfes, young and old, in the parifh;
6oo cows, confifting of dairy cows, and young ones coming
op to replace the old ; befides about 100 more fed on fatten-
ing grafs, or reared on coarfe breeding ground; and 3000
fheep. Young Borfes are bred for fale from the plough
mares.

Almoft the firft dairy farming in Tweeddale was begun ia
Wetter Deanthoufes, by Thomas Stevenfon, the prefent te-
nant. The farm lies on the oppofite fide of the hill from
Wheam. The farmer had the advantage of a houfe fitted
up for himfelf by the Lord Chief Baron, when Sheriff of
Pecbles, with more conveniencies than ufual for farm houfes.
Tempted by thefe advantages, and the vicinity to Edinburgh,

the farmer turned his astention to cows, and found the =
fcheme
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fcheme profitable, His example was foon followed ; and ex=
tept in the theep farms, alltheﬁrmpayathertbcwholc.
or a confiderable part of their reat, by their milk cows. The
produce of a cow may be, at a medium, L. 3:50:0, ory
where very particular attention is paid, L. 4:10:0. The
cows are, at an average, from 26 to 30 ftones weight. The
cows being generally hotifed, their dung is carried to crofts
i the vicinity, which occafions the proportion of outfield to
croftland to be lefs heré than mthenenghbmng parith of
Linton:

The theep are all fold fat; lambs at dbout 6. a-pietes
old breeding ewes, at Martinmas, about 11 3. ; the wool about
13, per ftone dearer than at Linton. Scarcely any ewe milk
cheéefe is made for fale in the parith.

Population.—From a vifitation of the parith, begun r3th
* July, and finithed 2d September, 1790, it appears that the
number of inhabited houfes pofiefled by feparate families,

is - - - - - i82
The number of males are - - - 448
- females - - - 443
‘Tota] a - - - 8ot
State of their ages.

Under 100 and above 70 - - - .39
‘Under 70 and above 50 - ‘ - 103
Under 5o and above 20 - - 333
Under 20 and above 10 - - - 194
Under 19 - . - - 220
. Befides one man who fays he is 101 - . t
Proportion of children to 2 marriage - - 21%
Batchellors above 20 - - - - 70

The
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Yhe annual Mmgeof births from 1719 till- 1749, both in-

cloded™ S R T F. 0
From 1770 till 1790, both mclnded - - 24 -
The inhabitants are compofed of farmers, quarriers, other
labourers, and a few of the moft indifpenfible mechanics,
There ar¢ 13 heritors, of whom § refide.

Wages, and Prices of Provifions.—Nearly the fame as was
mentioned in-the forcgoing parith of Linton.

Rent.—The grofs rent of the parifh is - L. 2500
From lime and coal about - - 100

Church, &c.~The value of the glebe and ftipend is L. 115.
The prefent minifter, Charles Findlater batchcllor, fucceeded
Dr James Moffat in June 1790. The manfe was built 30 or
40 years ago, and the church was then repaired. The manfe
has received feveral additions and repairs within the laft teg
m.

Poor —The poor are fupported from a ftock of L. 80, fe.
gured on a bond of the truftees for the roads at 5 per cent,
and from voluntary contributions, and dues for proclamation
and funerals, without poors rates. The annual average ex-
peace of the poor, from July 1773 till July 1782, L. 12 2 44
From July 1782 till July 1790, - - 211 11§
The difference from year to year in the laft period is incon-
ﬁdenbl.é: The L. 80 ftock haying bech got within that pes
riod, the poor were probably more liberally treated, In 1782
—3, meal was bought in by the feflion, and fold at an under
rate, Some heritors maintained all the poor on their own
lands The roads in Newlands are under the fame at as in
Linton, and fatute labour commuted at the fame rates.

' Mifecllaneous
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Mifeellaneous Obfervations.—Drochil Caftle, at the conflas
ence of the Terth with the Lyne, was built by Morton,
Regent of Scotland. He was beheaded before it was finifhed,

In fome parts of this parifh the lands are.thirled to mills,
to the extent of the fixteenth of all the oats raifed; horfe
corn, and the feed fown on the farm, only excepted. So
heavy a thirlage leads the farmer fometinies to fow other
grain, when, if it were not for the thirlage, oats weuld ba
the more profitable crop.

N U M
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NUMBER IXIX
PARISH OF KJRKMAIDEN.

By thé Rev. Mr Rommlr CALLANDER.

S

Situation, Extent, (S,

H 1S parith is in the county of Wigton, prefbytery of
Stranraer, and fynod of Galloway. It is bounded on
the north by Stonnykirk parith ; from which, to the jouther-
moft point, or the Mull of Galloway, it is about 10 miley
long 3 on the weft it is bounded by the Irith Sea; on the caft
by the Bay of Glenluce; and is about 2 miles broad. [he
general appearance of the parith is hilly. Moft of the fla

grounds produce good crops of corn.

Bays, {&’c.—Mary-Port, thought to be called {o in honour
of the Visgin Mary, is a fmall bay on thc eaftern fhore,
which is thought a (afe anchoring place when the wind blows.
from the weft. But Drumore, where thips of burden fre-
quently put in, in bad weather, is the fafelt of any in the pa+
rith. Befides thefe there are Curgie and Kilftay Bay. There
was once a picr at the Bay of Port Neflock; but it is now in
roins, This would be a commodious place for fhipping, if a
good harbour were built. Ships anchor with fatety when
the weather is fiormy from the eaft. On this thore, towards
the fouth, in the warm feafon of the year, there is a va-

Vor. L U ricty
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victy of marine plants growing at the foot, and on the cliffs
of the rocks. There is 2 fea weed, of which a confiderable
guantity of kelp is made. Samphire grows in confider.ble
pleaty, and is gathered for pickling. In going from Weft
Tarb-rt to the point of Mull, there rifes a very bold and cle.
vated coaft. [t is about the extent of a mile, and projets it-
felt as the boundary between the Irith Sea and the Bay of
Luce. In 3 high wefterly wind, a prodigious fwell and weight
of fea rolls around that point. It is awtully grand. Here
the fea has formed caverns, which are rendered dreadful by
a fetting in tide and a firong wefterly wind. ‘The noifc is
like loud clap: of thunder. On the cxtremity of the point
in a fine day, there is a charming prolpe& of the wporth of

England, Hle of Man, Ireland, &c. Ships pafs and repafs .

this pomt from England, Ireland, and the weft of Scotland.
There have been feveral wrecks. It feems to be a proper
fituation for a hight-houfe. There is abundance of fith every
where on the coaft, of good quality and great wvariety.
The fhell-fith, oyfters and lobiters, are very good of theis
kind,

Produce, & c~This parifh abounds in corn and catrie.
Potatocs and other vegetables are plentiful. The farmers
Iay their account with paying one half of their rent by the
fale'of cattle, -and the other half by corn. Barley and oats
thrive in this foil and climate, and their quantity is con-
fiderable. The farmers export annually between 200 and
300 bolls, Linlithgow meafure, The boll of barley fells
this year (1790) at 13s.; oats at 10s. 6d. per boll. ‘lhe
Winchefter buthel of barley will weigh, at an average, about
46 or 47 lbs. Englith, The farmers are induftrious, and are
‘paking improvements, by liming, &c, The rent of any farm
docs not exceed L. 150 pesasrum. A farm of the heft ground

in
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n the parith was lately let at 57s. pcra&e.- The rental of

thcpuilhhahmn}s.zéoo”am

Population.—Atinual avetage of births, from 1716 to 1716;
gl 43
PV
deaths H 21

— births; from 1950 till
1760 = - . - - - 28
marriages ) 4

> cm— dca"h‘ b4 - ls
bitths, from 1760 till

1770 - - - - - -
marriages, nearly é
deaths - 17
D s asannnd ;'—-— births, from 1770 till
1780 - .- = = - - 28
marriages, nearly 6

deaths - - 14
; 0 births, from 1780 till
1790 nearly - ‘ - Y
martiiges é 8
deaths - - 20

In 1719, néarly 37 died of the fmall-pot. 1a 1921, 46
died, motily of fevers. In 1725, there were 43 who died,
moftly of the fmall-pox. In 1785, 47 died, mofily of ant
cpidemical fever.  [he return of the population to Dr Webe
fer was sog1. In 1773, there were 212 families, anid goo
perfons above 6 years of age, At prefent (1790 the miame
ber of inhabitants is 1380, and of families 28¢.

Church, Scheol, &'c~The remains of the old church is on
the
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the farm of the Mall. It was Tuppofed ‘to Have been dedi.
cated to the Virgin Mary. The preferit one is iiioré cetitrical,
and was built A.D. 1633 The Earl of Stair is patron.
There are two other heritors; but only ore of them refides.
The ftipend has not yet been augmented, and is only g5 1. 10s.
without any vi&tual. The glébe Ts confidérably Thort 6F being
fegal. At ‘the public fchool, Englith, writiig, arithetic,
book-keeping, navigation, and a Tittle Lati, are Taught. The
’l'a'lary is 100 merks, and L. 2:8:0 Sterling, for edui:iiing
%2 poor Bogs, out of a mortified fund.” EngliThTs taught at
1s. the quartér; writing and arithmetic at 15. 5d.~ With
the emoluments of precentor and Tefion-clefk, theiicome
#ill not exceed L. 17 or L. 18 Sterling. Néar the northern
extremity ‘of the parifh is anothér fchool ; the falary @bout a
guinea, and L. 1:12:0 Sterling for teaching 8 podr Boys,
out of the fame riortified fund. There is gencrilly a thiird
{chool, without falary, in winter, “at the fouthern cxtremnty
of the partth. In both thefe Taft, education isat 1. the
‘quarter ; and the malfters have the privilege of going about
with the Tcholars, and lodging with “their j parems. . The
‘aimber of the fcholars at the thrce fchools, taken togcther,

‘may be about 120, LT
Poor—~The poor belonging to this parith are well pro-
‘vided, Befides the ordinary collections, there are the follow-
ing funds. Mr Andrew M‘Murray merchant in Londoh left
L. 100, the yearly intereft of which is to be aPphcd tb the
‘benefit of the fchoolmafter, for educating 20 poor boys, na-
tives of this parith. The late Andrew M<Dowal, Efy; Lord
Bankton, one of the Judges of the Court of Seffion, left to
the poor of this parith L. 100. The yearly intereftis divided
among them. The late William Adair, Efq; of Flixton,
left to the poor L, 400, 3 per cent, confol. annuity. Thefe
three
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rifen a third within thefe few yesttd “Péhale Jervante:wiis
got 20s. per halt year now get 30s. or more; male fervauts,
who formerly got L. 2, or L. 2:10:0 per half year, now
gtL.3:3:0, or L. 3:10:0; fome get L. 4. A day-la-
boutyid wages is 6 d. with, and 10d. or 1s. without victuals.
The price of poultry is pretty reafonable; butcher meat is 21d.
per Ib. when plentiful when fcarce, it rifes confiderably.
There is no market nearer than Stranraer. The ale-houfes
in this parith were numerous till of late; but the new regu-
Lation of licenfing the houfes of perions of a fair charater,
it is to be hoped, will be attended with the happieft confe-
quences. ‘There are three of thefe houfes licenfed in this
pasith,

Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—There is plenty of whin-flone
in the parifh. ‘Lhe flate quarries are thought valuable, if
properly wrought. A good deal of the flate is fent to mare
ket. ‘There are feveral caves, curiofitics of their kind; in
onc of them there is a petrifying water, which drops from
the roof. In another on the eaftern thore, according to trae
dition, a hermit lived. The fucl here is peat and turf; and
thefe are fcarce, as much of the moor ground has been cone
verted into arable land. The winter is generally moderate.
The air is reckoned very wholefome. More flax is raifed
than formerly ; and the ground is proper for it. A lint-mill
erefted in the parith would be a farther encouragement. The
farmers bring their lime from Whitchaven or Ireland, and
pay 1s. 2d. per Carlifle buthel, which is three Winchefter
buthels. The truftees are making every exertion to, put the

high.
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high.roads in geod ovder. The fund arifes from every heufo.
holder, except the poor, paying 1s. 8d. a-year, and every
farm 15 8. for the 100 pounds Scots valuation. Plantations
of trees do pot thrive well here  the keen air blowing from
the fes checking their growth. .

<

NUM.
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NUMBER XX
' PARISH OF TINWALD.

By the Rev. Mr Jauss Lavnix.

Name, Situation, Extent, Soil, e,
INWALD, fuppofed to be derived from the Gaelic,
and fignifying the Jarbour, or from the Saxon, the
boufe in & wood, is fituated in the county, fynod, and prefby-
tery of Dumfries. Trailflat, probably too of Gaelic extrac-
tion, and fignifying a floping wet fide, was joined to Tinwald
in 1650. The form of thefc united parithes is nearly an ob-
long of about 6 miles by 4. ‘The parifh of Kirkmahoe is the
boundary on the north and north-weft ; Dumfries and For-
therwald on the fouth and fouth-weft; Kirkmichael and
Lochmaben on the eaft and fouth caft. The water of Ae
feparates the parith from Kirkmichael. It is a pleafant ftream,
abounding in trout, and fca-fifh in their feafon. It falls inte
Annan a little above Lochmaben, The parith is feparated
from Kirkmahoe and Dumfries on the weft and fouth. weft
by a fmall tream called Lochar, which, about 2 quarter of a
mile below this, enters into an extenfive mofs, called Lochar
Mofs, 11 or 12 miles in length, and in fome places 3 in
breadth. It fupplies the inhabitants of Dumfries, and the
furrounding neighbourhood, with fuel. There was a fcheme,
about 30 years ago, to cut a canal from Solway Frith to
| Lochar-
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Lochar-bridge at the head of this mofs. There is only a fall
of 14 fect from it to the fea, The eftimate of the expence
is faid to have been L. 10,000, Befides the benefit arifing
from a communica¥on with theifea; the greateft part of this
extenfive morafs would have been rendered arable, or fine
meadow ground. In i prefpat fipte, jndeed, there are
confiderable tracts of excellent meadow along the banks of
sivulets which run mto it from the high grounds on all fides.
There are likewife feveral good farms in different places on
the higher parts of the mofs, on both fides of Lochar, which
divides it nearly into-two equat-parts.- There 1s a tradition,
univerfally credited, that the tide flowed up this whole tratt
above the highef bridge in the neighbourhood. In the bot-
tom of the mofs fea-mud is found ; and the banks are evi-
dently compofed of fea-fand. A few years ago, 3 canog of
confiderable fize, and in perfe& prefervation, was found by a
farmer, when digging peats, 4 or g feet below the furface,
about 4 miles above the prefent flood-mark ; but it was de-
ftroyed before any Antiquarians had heard of it. Near the
fame part of the mofs, and 3bout the fame depth, a gentle-
man found a veffe] of mixed metal, containing about an Eng- .
lith quart, fuppofed by fome to be a Roman modius, and by
others to be of much greater antiquity, as the Phoenicians,
according to tradition, traded with the natives for tin, feveral
hundred years before the Romans had difcovered the ifland.
The veflel is flill prefervcd.  Antiquities of various kinds are
found in every part of this mofs where peats are dug, even
near its head, fuch as auchors, oars, &c.; fo that there is no
doubt of its having been navigable near a mile above the
higheft bridge, and fully 12 miles above the prefent flood
mark. Near the manfe there is 2 narrow gut, betweeh two
fandy hillocks, called Céllyveat, fuppofed to be a corruption
pf Collin’s boat, where it is thought there was a ferry, which

_ indeed
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Sndeed would be very neceffary, on the fuppofition of the
tide flowing there. Lochar, after a courfe of 11 or 12 miles
below this, falls into the Solway Frith. It abounds with
plke. The moft of this parith is arable. The fouthern part
is much more fertile than that which lies towards the north
and eaft ; and the harveft, in general, is three or four wecks
carlier, The fouthern part is of a deep dry loamy foil, and
produces wheat, barley, and oats, of the beft quality. The
north-eaft part produces all thefe, though of an inferior qua«
lity, the foil being moftly wet, and lying on a bed of till,
A gentle rifing ridge, running from north to fouth, divides
the united parith.

Air and Diflempers—The air, in general, is dry, and rec.
koned healthy, These have been no prevalent diftempers
during thefe laft 30 years. The meafles are fometimes fatal,
efpecially to adWis; but they feldlom appear above once in
10 or 12 years. The fmall-pox was juftly dreaded about
£0 years ago; but, as innoculation is now generally adopted,
that difeafe is become lefs fatal.

Agriculture, Sheep, &c.—Agriculture was in a very impera
£t ftate previous to 1762. Potatoes of a proper kind, and
the planting of them with the plough in drill rows, was in-
troduced after this period, as well as the cultivation of clover
and rye-grafs. Lime and manure were unknown, except on
a few acres of what Is called croft-Jand, which was nzver out
of crop. Every farm, except grafs ones, of between L 30
and L. 40 of yearly rent, may be ftated as raifing 2 acres of
wheat, 4 of barley, about 14 or 15 of oats, and 2 of potatoes,
Rye is not much cultivated here, as it is thought to be a
robbing crop. The raifing of turnip is found to be beneficial,
and has increafed greatly within thefc two years. ‘The far-

Vor.l X mers
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mers are alfo béginning to raife cabbage. TRcy generally
lay out their wheat and barley ficlds with clover and rye-
grafs, which produce excell¢nt crops. They in general be-
gin to fow oats about the 1oth of Match, barley irf the end
of April or beginning of May, and wheat in the ménth of
O&tober. They reap their wheat and barley aboot the mid-
dle of Auguft; the oat crop immediately fucceeds; and in
good years the harveft is concluded in the fouthern patt of
the parifh before the end of September. The average rent
of the beft arable land, except three farms, % from 15s. to
L. 1:3:0 per acre; meadow 1l. 1s.; pafturage, not in
tillage, though arable, 3s. and 4s.; ioferior arable from ¢ s.
to 10s. The average fize of farms, excluding the three large
ones alrcady mentioned; is about 100 acres. There are few
inclofures in the parith, but the people arc very much con-
vinced of their utility. Since the commencement of the new
leafes, land; formerly uncultivated, has beeef greatly impro-
ved. The parifh not only fupplies itfelf with provifions; but
annually exports confiderable quantities of wheat, barley,
oats, oatmeal, and potatoes, of the beft kind. The farmersy
in general, have a very fine breed of cattle, rather above the
middle fize. Tinwald parks and fhaws, confifting of about
1500 acres, are remarkable for producing the beft fat cattle
and iheep in this part of the country. ‘Lhere are about 6o
or 70 fcore of fheep in the parith. Of late, an attempt has
been made to improve the breed, for the fake of the wool,
part of which is now fold at 14 or 1§ thillings per ftone;
though, formerly, 7 or 8 fhillings was the common price. A
fow of the Spanifh fheep have been procured, and fome of
the dhetland kind arc wanted. The exceilent pafture here
has hitherto been found to improve greatly every kind that
hias been put upon it. Should the fpirit of improviag the
wool become general, it would be a fource of immenfe wealth

o
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to the kingdom, and prevent our being fubjeéted to the ca-
price of a foreign power for this important article. The rene
tal of the parith is about L. 2559. -

Population. —The inhabitants were mere numerous many
years ago, by fome hundreds, than at prefent; ten or more
tenants fometimes being turned out with their cottagers to
make way for one. In fome inftances, only the herdfman is
retained in the farm. By the ftate of the population given
to Dr Webfter, the number was 795y The inhabitants at
prefent amount to 850. The population is.increafed about
20 fince 178;3.

Males - - - - - 419
Females - - - - . - 431 .
Married - - - - - 152
Average of chiidren from a marriage between - gsor6
Children under 8 years of age - - 133
Heritors - - . - - - 3
Farmers - - - - - 55
Cart and plough wrights - - - 3
Wheelwrights - - - - - 1
Mafons - - - - - - 2
Blackfmiths - - - - - 4
Weavers « - - - - - - )
Shoemakers - - - - - 4
‘Taylors - - - - - - 4
Seceders - - - - - - 2r
Roman Catholic familics - - - - 1
Inhahited houfes - - - 180

The proportion of the annual births and deaths, is 11 or

12t0 7.
Poor,
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Poor.—~The number of the poor in this parifls varies from
x4 to 20. They are maintained by the weckly contribation,
which is about L. 15 per annum, and from a fund of L. 140,
mortified by feveral individuals for that purpofe, There is
no inftance of any of them going out of the parith ; and they
are feldom troublefome to the inhabitants,

Price of Labour and Provifions~—The ordinary wages for la-
bourers in hufbandry is 1s. without, or 8d, with vittuals,
A married man prefers the fhilling. Their families are ge-
nerally {upported dececently. None of them are known to
be in want, or even to receive charity. Carpenters, brick-
layers, and mafons, have from 1s, 6d. to 1s. 1ed. without
wiQuals; taylors 8d. with vi€tuals ; male fervants from L.6: 10
to L. 10 and more per annum ; maid fervants from L. 2:10
to L. 4. Vhe prefent price of beef is from 3s. 6d, to §s. 6d.
per ftone; veal is between 3d. and 4d. perlb. 5 mutton
from 3 d. to 5d.; lamb about 3d; pork 3d. and 4d. The
price of a duck is from 8d. to 1s.; of a goofe 1s. 10d.;
chickens are - d. and 8 d. per pair butter from 7d. to 11d.
per Ib.; common cheefe from 3d. to 4d. The Carlifle
bufhel. or 3 Winchefter buthels of wheat, fells from 16s. to
L. 1:1:0; barley from 2. to 3s. per Winchefter bufhel,
and fometimes more; oats from 2s. to 2s. 6d. and often
more ; oat meal from 15, to 25, 4d. per flone. The price
of labour and provifions is nearly doubled within thefe laft
30 years.

Church and Stipend.—The church of Tinwald was rebuilt
in 1763, The manfc was built in 1720, but has been feveral
times repaired. New offices with flate roofs were built about
32 years ago; and the whole repaired in 1790, The ftipend
is L. 77:430. The glebe conlifts of 35 acres, and, taken

along
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abogwith the manfe and offices, may be rated at between,
L 15 and L. 20. The King is.patron of the old parifh of
Trailflat, and the Doke of Queentberry of Tinwald.

Antiquities.—A branch "of the Roman road from Brunfs
wark runs through the parithes of Dryfdale and Lochmaben,
enters the old parith of [railflar, and pafles by Amisfield
houfe, where there are very diftint traces of an ancient ca/~
tedlum  This road términates in the parith of Kirkmahoe, at
the {mall village of Dunfcore. There are alfo very diftint
traces of a Britifh fort on the top of Barfell Hill, about a mile
from the church.

Eminent Men.—The famous Paterfon, who, it is faid, plan-
ned the Darien fcheme, the Bank of England, &c, was born
3t Skipmyse, 2 farm in the old parifh of Trailflat, about the
year 1660. He does not feem to have been an obfcure Scotch-
man, as a certain writer ftiles him ; he more than once re-
prefented Dumfries, &c, in the Scotch parliament. The
fame houfe gave birth to his grandpephew, Dr James Moun-
fey, firft phyfician for many years to the Emprefs of Ruffia,
The widow, who now enjoys the farm, is fifter to Dr John
Rodgerfon, who fucceeded Dr Mounfey as firft phyfician to
the Emprefs.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—With regard to the advantages
of this parifh, it may be obferved, that a fpring of fine water
may be found in almoft every field. It is interfe&ted in va-
rious places by fine rivulets. It is near the market town of
Dumfries. 'The turnpike road to Edinburgh paffes through
it, on which a mail coach runs once a day, and a diligence
often three times a week. Other roads in the parith are
yery bad : There is, however, fufficlency of moncy for re-

pairs.
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pirs. The Ratute labour is commuted. The general opi-
nion is much in F.\vour of turnpikes. One of the moft ex-
tenfive bleachficlds in Scotland is carried on at Trailflat.
There are only 3 fmall villages. There is one lake of about
& or & acres in extent. It is faid that a fet of farm houfes
once ftood on the fpot which this lake now occupies, and that
they were funk by an earthquake. Almoft every farmer has
two carts, ‘Two horfes will draw, inlight fingle carts, 16
creels of coal from Sanquhar with greater eafe than 10 creels
in 2 heavy double cart. In 1782, the parith not only fup-
élicd itfelf, but cxported grain in confiderable quantities.
Property in land has been frequently chariging ; but ‘fome
farms have been rented by the fame family for the fpace of
300 years. About nine years ago the pan(h aboundéd with
wood ; but only a few trecs noew remain. ' The woods on
one eftate fold for L. 6ooo  L'he people, with a few exceps
tions, are induftrious and fober. They enjoj many of the
comforts of fociety: Their houfes, however, are in general
miferable hovels. ‘Till'within thefe two or three years, up-
wards of goo buthels of malt were made in the parith by
different tenants for their own ufe, and to fupply labourers
at a reafonable rate, the! excife of which, though moderate,
amounted to a confiderable fum; but they are now almoft
totally deprived of this comfort, owing chiefly to the feverity
of the excife laws, and are in danger of being driven to the
dram-fbop, which is at once pernicious to their health and de-
ftrutive of their morals. '

NUM:
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NUMBER XXL

PARISH OF CROSSMICHAEL:

By the Rev. Mr JouN JomNsTONE.

Origin of the Name.
N old writings, the name of this parifh is Corfcmicfxacl;
but of late the orthography in the title has been more in
ufe. The etymology is obvioufly Saint Michacl’s Crofs.

Situation, Extent, and Suo_-ﬁ:ce.—TBis parifh lies near the
center of the ftewartry of Kirkcudbright, in the prefbytery
of Kirkcudbright, and fynod of Galloway. It is nearly of a
re&tangular form. Its length, from north to fouth, is about

5 Englifth miles; and its breadth, from caft to welt, from 3 to

4. It is bounded on the north by Parton; on the eaft by the
river or water of Urr, which feparates it from Kirkpatrick-
Durham and Utr; on the fouth by Buittle and Kelton;
and on the weft by the Dee, which feparates it from Balma-
ghic. About a fixth part of this parifh, contiguous to its
northern border, is moftly covered with heath and coarfe
grafs, and contains a few hills of moderate elevation, which
in general are rocky. A great part of the farms in this neigh
bourhood is capable of improvement, and-is daily receiving
it: The reft of the parifh prefents a furface very beautifully
diverGified, The land rifes in the form'of a ridge from the
two rivers, and is, at regular diftances, interfperfed with gen.

tle
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tle {wells, or, as they are called, knows, all of which are arabfe,
and, when properly drefled, have a fine effet. Along the
Dee is an extenfive and fertile valley.

Soil, Climate, &&'c.—The foil is extremely warious; fuch as
loam, meadow, holm, till, gravellith or fandy. The whole is
remarkable for producing exuberant crops of grain, anda
fpecies of natural grafs, which, though not tall, is excellent
pafturage. A good deal of rain falls in moft parts of the weft
of Scotland. There is, however, rather lefs here than in the
adjacent parifhes, becaufe the high hills which colle@ the
vapours, and break the clouds, are at a confiderable diftance.
The air is by no means moift: Snow f<ldom lies long; and,
on the whole, this place is as healthy as any in Britain. Since
the moffes have been drained, the ague, which was the only
prevalent diftemper, has quite difappeared. The two rivers
which bound its eaftern and weftern extremities, promote a

" conftant circulation of air, and prevent noxious vapours from

colle®ing. The people live not in towns or villages, and
moft of them are employed in agriculturc, which is favou
rable at once to health, longevity, and morals. Within thefe
20 years, at leaft 12 perfons have died in the lower parts of Gal-
Joway, from 100 to 11§ years old. William Marfhal, s tinker
in this place, is now 118. He might pafs for a man of 6o.
His faculties are unimpaired, and he walks through the coun-
try with cafe. One thing muft here be ftated as highly per-
nicious. The advanced duties on malt have almoft entirely
abolithed the pratice of brewing. Ale-houfes no longer ex-
ift; but dram-houfes have been fubftituted in their place,
which the cheapnefs of whifky, and the contraband trade in
foreign fpirits carried on in this country, tempt the people
to frequent too much.

Labes,
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Lakes, Rivers, and Canals.—There are two lakes or lochs
to be taken notice of. Erpgrogo Loch is remarkable for two
fmall ilands on it, which are breeding places for fea. gulls;
that repair thither in great quantities at the proper feafon.
Loch Rohn, or Roan, fomewhat larger than the tormer, is a
wvery great natural curiofity. Its fuperficial contents are from
36 to 40 acres, and its depth is from 10 to 22 fathoms. It
is fituated in the higheft part of the adjacent country. No
rivulets or ftreams run into it, nor has it any vifible {upply
except the clouds. Its waters arc exceedingly clear, and,
unlefs the froft be very intenfe, it feldom freezes. At the
mouth of the Usr there is a fmall harbour, at which Englith
lime and coals arc imported, and grain and meal exported.
The Dee is formed by the junction of the Dec and the Ken,
two miles pnd a half above the head of this parith, whence
they proceed in their courfe under the name of the Dee, till
they fall into the fea below Kirkcudbright. The breadth of
the Dee, oppofite to this parith, is from 700 to 2220 fect.
There are feveral fords when the water is low; but all of
them are dangerous, and have been fatal to feveral perfons,
as the pools are not feen on account of the blacknefs of the
water. There are two ferries here : One is called the Boat
of Balmaghie; and abour a mile above is the Boat of Living-
fion. The water here is 45 feet desp; and this is the place
at which the canal, to be afterwards meationed, would join
the Dec. The meadows along the Dee, which are very ex-
tenfive, never fail to be laid uvader water sfter a heavy fall of
rain. During the winter, the floods are fo frequent, and lcave
fuch quantities of fand, that the meadows arc rendered unfit
for pafturage. In fome places, carthen banks or mounds
have been erc&ed, are ereting, or may be erected with ad-
vantage ; but by far the greater part of the meadows canngt
poffibly be faved from the inundations. Some years ago, Mr

Vor. L. Y Gordon
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Gordou of Culvennan, at his own expence, cot a canal to
connedt the Dee with Carlinwark Loch. Thus, boats carry.
ing from 10 to 24 cart load of marle each, pafled up to New
Galloway, fituated 15 miles from the loch. Marle fold a
the loch at 1 s. per cart load; or 21 cubical feet was fold at
New Galloway at 1s. 9d.; and proportionally lower at other
places by the way. The canal is only on a {mall fcale, and
at prefent out of repair. The rocks at Tongland bridge, and
its thallownefs between them and this place, prevent the Dee
from being navigable for 8 or 10 miles. It might, however,
be conneted with the fea at two places by a canal, by which
veflels might carry up the means of improvement to a coun-
try that wants them, and retarn with fuel to one in which
the want of this neceffary article prevents the introdaétion of
manufaltures. An attual furvey has lately been made; and,
from the eftimates of fkillful engineers, it appears that the

. withed for communication might be opened for L. gooo. A
curious fat has been afcertained by Mr Copland, viz. that
the rivers in this neighbourhood have confiderably decreafed
of late, and that the Urr did not difcharge into thefeaa
third part of the water it did 40 years ago. Mr Copland thus
accounts for this ftriking phenomenon. Land uncaltivated,
and covered with heath, is almoft impenetrable by water ;
and, of courfe, the rain that falls muft run off.its furface into
the channels of the rivers, This was the ftate of the land
here till it began to be improved by marle and lime. The
application of thefe manures pulverifes the ground, and
prepares it for abforbiog the rain. Befides, as it is well knowa
that water is a material part of the food of plants, ‘lefs of it
will be left to flow into a river, when at leaft « four blades of
¢ grafs, and four ears of corn, have been made to grow on
% its banks, where there was only one before.”

Fif
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Fip.—~The Utrr abounds with trouts, and a great many
falmon come ta fpawn in it ; but few are taken or fold here.
There is a great falmog fithery on the Dee at Kirkcudbright,
and another at Tongland, about two miles above it. The fal-
mon of the Dee are of a darker colour, and much fatter, than
thofe of moft other rivers in the fouth of Scotland. Few of
them get over the fteep rocks at Tongland except when the
water is fwelled, and thofe that do are obliged to make the beft

of their way paft the loch of Ken, as its inhabitants are not re-

markable for hofpnahty Thefe are, the pike or ged, the perch,
and the eel. The pike are found here in great perfetion, and

of an uncommon fize : They are always in feafon when the wea-

ther permits them to be caught. They are caught with the
fly, or with lines baited with burn trouts or frogs. ' L'he perch
were firft introduced into this river and loch in the year
1750, by the late Alexander Copland, Efq; of Collicfton.
Since that time they have multiplied remarkably, and are
now taken in great quantities, efpecially about midfummer,
by thofe who fith with worm baits for amufement. ‘Che ecis
are never interrupted in their pofleflion of the waters, as the
country people have an infuperable prejudice againft feeding
on an animal which fo ftrongly refémbles the ferpent. The
tafe, however, was different in former times. In the dark
ages, when the art of cookery was but little underftood, there
was, in this parifh, a fithery of eels, which were exported to
Italy. This is mentioned by He&or Boethius, and after him
by Buchanan.

Population.—As records have not been regularly kept, the
antient ftate of population here cannot be precifely afcertain-
ed. The knowledge of fome fafts hath however been pre-
ferved. From the year 1751 to 176i the baptifns were 128,
being, on an average, about 13 yearly. For the 16 following

ycars ‘
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years about 17 yearly, a the whole amounted to 278, Ac-
‘cording to the return made to Dr ch(tcr about 40 years
ago, this parifk contained 613 fouk. On an altual enumera-
tion, it was found, on the 1ft January 1791, to contain 772.
The inhabitants have thercfore inereafed 159 ﬁncc that time.
At prefent, there are perfons’

Under 10 years of age - - C e 200
Between 10 and 20 - - ! - 123
20 ——— 50 - - - - < 336
so—70 - = - - m
70 -_— 90 - - - - :9

T T 'Total | 992
Of thefe 380 are males, aml 392 are femiles, They occupy
163 houfes, 14 of which have only one inhabitant each. In
one village there are 70, and in another 36 fouls, All the
reft live in the country. ' '

Abftrad, for the Lift feven years, of -

Baptifms. Marriages. Deatks.

1784 - 20 - 3 - 16
1785 - 23 - I - IE
1786 - 19 - 4 - "7
1787 - 24 - 6 - 8
1788 - 21 - 5 - 9
1789 - 24 - 2 - 3
1790 - 17 - 10 - 6
Total = 148 3t ' 6o

Average nearly 2r 4 8
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Of thofe who have died in the courfe of thefe feven years;
12 were under 4 years of age; 9 fromr Go to 70 3 16 from
70 to 85 3 and 23 of various ages. The annual births havé
been to the whole population as ¥ to 36; the marriages 18
Ito 192; the deaths as 1 to 98. This laft circumftanee 2ft
fords a firiking proof of the uncommon healthinefs of "t
place: . . ) i oLl

Caufes which have affecled the State of P()]/dlalim.—For;i;_crly'
there were a conitderable number of lot-crofts, that is, Tinall
piccés of land kept always in crop, and tet along with’cotta<
ges, and ‘the privilege of grafs for one or two cows. “TEe
g.boliti:)n'of thefe about 20 or 30 Jears ago, and the prafltice
of throwing fevera] farins into ome, ‘occuipied chiefly Tor The
purpofe of grazing, gave a temporary check to population,
A very large trat of the fineft Yand in this parith was for a
pumber of years in the pofleffion of one man, who nejther
tefided upon, nor,ploughed it.” Of late, marle and lime
have contributed greatly to the improvement af the country ;
and, as agricu!tu‘re requires more Wands than pafturage, po-
pulation has been ix}greaﬁxig with rapidity. The farms have
been reduced ,66‘; {maller fize; and only thie¢ are occupied
by tenants who do not refide upon them. Ina few yearsa
conﬁdc_rablé ng'gp‘b'cr will probably be added to the pevple,
by the cxccy_tjt;n of a plan adopted, on part of their eftatesy
by three gentlemen, to whom a large portion of the parith
belongs. ‘The plan is this: As foon s a leafe expires (and
feveral hundred acres now are, or have lately been in the na-
tural poffeffion of the proprictors) the farm is parcelled out
into fmall lots, from 4 to 15 acres each of arable ground‘.
"Thefe, properly fenced, are let to thofe who offer the high«
cft rent. The tenants fue houfe-fteads and gardens, for which

they pay a duty, at the ratc of La 2 or L. 4 per acre annually,
and
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snd-on which they build at their own expence what houfes
they nced. Of the adjoining park they get a 19 years leafe,
at about double the reat which was paid by farmers, properly
fo called. Several of thefe lots are taken, to be entered on
pow, or at Whitfunday next. The tenants are either tradef-
men-or labourers, who propofe to confume in their families
the produce of the land, and to pay the rent out of the money
they receive for working for others.

" Divifin of the Inbabitants—According to,

xﬁ Place of Birth.
Natives of England
Ireland - 1

—-———ngh!?nds -
e———Edinburgh .
o Galloway md

" Dumfries " - 749

Om—

. Total : 773
ad, Rehgxous Pcrfuaﬁons. '
Camcronuns - 14

Their children . 12
Antiburghers - 15
Their children - 9
Epifcopalians - 2
‘Roman Catholic - 1
T ubiithed church 719

Total 772

1

P
o.
Ifle of Mag - 5
1
3

3d, Occupations,
The ftewart depute 1

.The minifter - 1
;.The fchoolmafter - 1

Farmers renting L. 1 g—
L1700 ~ - - 4t
‘ Farmers under L.1s 29
‘Weavers . $
Shocmakcu ' 4
Taylors and 3 apprentices vi
Blackfmiths and 1 do. 3
Mafons and g do, 1o
Joiners and 1 do. - 6

Dyerand1do. - 2

Shopkecpets - 3

Small innkecpats « 2

Male fervants - 1]
Female fervants  « 54
Millar . -, X

Labouring cottagers 113
Paupers - . 7
Familiesof the above,&c. 491t

L]

Total 772

Charater
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Charafier of the Pesple~In their religious fentiments, the
inhabitants of Galloway are apparently more united than
thofe of moft other parts of Scotland. Within the bounds
of the extenfive prefbytery of Kirkcudbright, there is not a
diffenting mecting-houfe of any defcription. The morals of
the people in this country have, from three caufes, fuftained
material injury. Its vicinity to Ircland has rendered it the
receptacle of fome of the leaft: refpectable of the inhabitants
of that kingdom. The cattle trade is lefs favourable tham
agriculture to fobriety and honefty: But, above all, {mug-
gling, for which our local fituation is but too favourable, tends
to relax every moral obligation. But, while thefe general ro-
marks are made, it is by no means admitted that the condu&
of the inhabitants of this parith furnifhes any extraordinary
evidence of their truth. None have occafion to beg without
the bounds of the parith. Vagrants never repeat withont
effe a real or a fititious tale of woe; and when extraordi-
nary colleQtions are made for any charitable purpofe, this pa-
rith yields not to any of its neighbours in point of liberality.
The ftile of manners are fuch as may be expefted to charat-
terife 2 people in a ftate between rudenefs and refinement,
pofiefled of a competent portion of the comforts of life, with-
out having obtained thc means of luxury.

Church, tc~The manfec was built in 1944, and the
chorch in 1751. Beth have been repaired and enlarged fince
the ordination of the prefent incumbent. Ten acres have
been added to 5§, of which the glebe formerly confited. By
decrect 1784, the ftipendsare, 42bolls victual, and L.762:16:10
Scots money. The value of the whole living, on an average,
may be L. 112 Sterling. Alexander Gordon of Culvennan,
Efq; is patron. Mr John Johnftone, a batchellor, is the pre=

 Schodls,
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'Schooks—In the year 1735, William Gordon, Efg; merchant
4m Briftal, built a fchool aad fchoolmafter’s houfe, and endowed
it wish a falary of L. 1@ per annum, on condition that all the
children of the parith fhould be taught gratis, As the ex-
peuce of living advanced, the fchoola.alter found this provi-
fion too {mall for his fupport. In the yoor 1575, he prefent-
ed a petition to the commithoners of fupply, a: i obtained a
legal falary of 200 merks Scots. His living, rherefore, ine
«lading gratuities at Candlemas, may amount to L. 23 on an
average. Lhe houles formerty built having become ruinous,
-ew: anes were crected in the y:ar 1787, in a more centrical
fituation; and the expence of them was defrayed out of the
vacant ftipends, which fell due during the dependence of a
law-fuit, about the right of patronage, previous to the fettle-
ment of the prefent minifter. At this fchool about 60 chil
dren ace inftruCted in Latin, knglith, writing, arithmetic, &e.
There are feveral private teachers, whom a fcw neighbouring
families employ and pay.

Poor.—On an average, {even or eight perfons are maia-
tained by alms. At preicat, two are fupported out of the
. parochial funds, Five, who can earn part of their fubfittence,
receive a {mall quorterly contribution; and three others are
occafionally relieved as their neceflities require, The funds
arife entirely from the volantary offerings of the people. The
colleftions in the church are about L. 19 per anmum. The
principal heritor makes up the lofs, which the poor would
otherwife fuftain from his non-refidence, by ordering a con;
fiderable quantity of meal to be diftributed among them an-
nually, according to the diretion of the feflion, and by fur-
pithing eonftant employment in his gardens and policy to fe-
veral old and bl'nd men, at the rate of 6d. per day, which
prevents them from becoming public burdens.

Tte
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The Prices of Provifions and Labour, and the Bupences of a
Labourer’s Family,—Differ fo little here from thofe in the pa-
sith of Holywood, that the reader may be fafely referred to
the account given in pages 26, 27, and 28, of this volume.
It muft, however, be obferved, that the price of fome articles,
though nominally the fame in both places, is really lower
here; for the Kirkcudbright pound of cheefe, butter, &c.
confifting of 28 ounces, is 4 ounces heavier thaa that of Dum.
fries. Meal is for the moft part 1d. per ftone cheaper here
than it is there. A great part of the harveft work is per.
formed by perfons from the moors, who hire for the whole
harveft, which includes reaping, puttmg in the crop, and -
thatching the flacks. Their wages are from L.x:1:0to
L.1:6:0. They flecp- and arc maintained in the farmers
houfes, whether the wuthcr permits them to work or not,

Dsvifian, Rent, and Price of Land.—In the year 1771, avery
accurate map of this parifh was drawn by Mr William M¢Cart.
ney land l'urvcyor~ but, as this map was never engraven, on-
ly two copies are extant, Thc number, ﬁzc, and rents of the
eftates are as under :

‘gﬁates. Acres. Valuation, Real Rene.
I 2840 L, 1286 o o L. 1200
2. 923 | 562 3 4 450
3. 850 256 13 4 170
4. 244 96 o o 100
§. 198 135 o a 138
6. 306 .92 o o 10§
7 3o1 , 95 0 o 100
Carried over 5662 L. 2522 16 8 L. 2263

Thefe feven belong to non-refident heritors,
Voir. L Z t 8
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Eftates. ~ Acres. - Valuation, - - Real Reént. |

Scots. Sterling. |

Brought over 5662 * L. 2522 16 8 L. 226 |

8. 1096 40 10 o 630 |

K 240 150 o o 18 |
10. 208 138 o o 100
11, 350 82 13 4 86
2. - 66 27 10 o 66
13. 66 27 10 o 66
14. 18 ' 12 0 o 18
15. 8 Io o o 8
16. 2 20 o o 3
Total 7696 L. 3461 o é L. 3420

The proprictors of thefe nine refide upon them.

"The moor grounds are I¢t, an an average, at 2s. or 2s. 6d.

r acre;, arable apd pafture, of inferior quality, from 65. to
12:.; the beft ‘arable, pafture, and meadow, from L1t
L. 1:10:0. The importance of inclofures js acknowledged,
and the number of them is daily increafing. A great many
farms have been fold, fince the laft peace, at the rate of from
23 to 28 years purchafe.

Implements and Operations of Hufbandry.—There are 8e
ploughs, 120 carts, and 218 horfes, all of which, except a few
young horfes, are employed in the improvement and cultiva-
tion of land. This is a country in a middle ftate between
pafturage and agriculture. Of late years, calcarcous manures,
both foreign and indigenous, have been much ufed, and leafes
have been granted on terms calculaied to encourage the pur-
chafe and application of them. The tenants have it in their
power to plough annually a fourth, and fome a third part of
their arable ground, provided they can earry on their plough-
. . ing
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Ing in a regular courfe, always opening the oldeft ground
firft, and taking only three, or, if one of them be green,
four fucceflive crops from the fame field, and allowing
it afterwards to reft at leaft fix years, Except potatoes, few
green crops are raifed here, chiefly owing to the want of pro-
per fences for preferving turnips or cabbages from the cat-
tle during winter; and alfo beeaufe the practice of houe
fing cattle has not yet become general, and, of courfc,
fuch quantities of dung as thefe crops would require are not
colle®tedi Not above 10 or 12 acres of wheat are fown ana
nually ; thofe fown with barley may exceed 100. About a
third part of the lands, as it goes out, is fown down with rye
grafs and clover feeds ; and, if it has not been previoufly im-
poverithed by over-cropping, the hay produced, both in point
of quantity and quality, is highly valuable. The ftaple grain
is oats. The fmall or grey oats have almoft entircly given
place to the white oats, thodgh they are ftill lefs pure, and of
an inferior quality to thofc raifed in countries where improves
ments have been longer introduced. Of late, fome farmerg
have cultivated a fpecies of black oats, which are fooner
ripe, and yield more meal, than any hitherto tried. In ges
neral, oats raifed from ground improved with marle yield lefg
meal than thofe from ground improved with lime, becaufe
the fhell or hull of the former oats is thicker. The marle,
however, is found to be the beft manure for grafs, and to be
peculiarly adapted to the foil of Galloway. The farmers lay
their account with paying one term’s rent out of the profits
of their crop, and the other out of thofe of their cattle. Moft
of the marle difcovered in this parith has been exhaufted.
The principal refource now is the loch of Cérlinwark, in the
parith of Kelton, which abundantly fupplies the demands of
the country, This loch was fold three years ago for L. 2000.

B Produce
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Produstions.~-About 80 scres sre planted with trées, alf of
which are in a thriving condition. Grafs is raifed for the
218 horfes mentioned above, and for 4 affes, 25 goats, 600
fheep, and 1840 black cattle. The breeding fyftem is in ge.
neral purfued. The higheft recommendation of a éow is;
that fhe brings up a good beaft, and siot, as élfewhere, that
the gives much milk ; and it has even bécome 2 proverb, that
¢ g good farmer would rather kill his old fon than kill 2
s¢ calf.” The Galloway cattie have one charaleriftic which
naturalifts may think incredible; they are almoft all without
horns! Dr Samucl Johnfon, in his journey to the Weftern
flands, (London edition, 1775, pag. 186), Ins the following
notable paffage: ¢ Of their black cattle, fome are without
¢ horns, called by the Scots humble cows, as we call a bee a
¢ humble bee that wants a fting. Whether this difference
« be fpecific or accidental, though we inquired with great di-
#¢ Jigence, we could not be informied. We are not very fure
8¢ that the bull is ever without horns, though we have becn
4 told that fuch bulls there ares  What is produced by put-
s¢ ting a horned and an unhorned male and female together,
¢ no man has ever tried, who thought the refult worthy of
¢ obfervation.” Though it may favour of arrogance, the
high suthority quoted muft be flatly contradicted. There is
not within the bounds of this parifh a fingle bull, nor a mak
of any other fpécies, except a few goats and rams, with horns.
The experiment the philofopher wifhed for, has been tried a
thoufand times, and the refult has been obferved to be a
calf, fometimes with, and fometimes without horns, but ne-
ver, as the Dotor moft probably expected, an unicorn. A few
cattle are fatted here for home confumption, and for the
Dumfries market; but the far greater part of thofe reared
are difpofed of, at 3 and 4 years of age, to the drovers, who
carry them up to London, but chicfly to Norfolk and Suffolk.

Sowne
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Some drovers turn from L. 30,000 to L. 35,000 per anwum.
With refpe&t to other provifions, this parith does more than
fopply itfelf. At Dumfries there isa ready market for fat
fwine, which are bought up and cured for the ufe of the
Englih. Some barley; and a very great quantity of oats and
oat-meal, are annually fent by land carriage to New Galloway
and Damellington, to fupply the moor country; and fiill
greater quantitics are fhipped at the foot of the Urr and thé
Dee, for Liverpool, Whithaven, and the manufalturing towns
in Lanark and Renfrewfhire. Hares dnd partridges abound
here, dnd they are even increafing, although none of our hee

fitors are fo attachtd to the game laws as to thake an anoual °

publication, in the newfpapers, of their determined purpofe
to become the averigers of blood on thic iniquitous geiicration
of poachers. .

Roads.—About a fiile of the great military road (made by
government) from the Englifh border to Portpatrick, pafics
through the fouth end of this parith. Some years 4go, the
ftatute labour was converted by a&t of parliament. The in-
habitants of this diftri& pay at prefent the maximum, which
is 153. Sterling for each L. 100 Scots valuation. Several
good lines of road have been fixed on, and fome of them are
sbout half made. There is fiill much room for improve-
ment. ‘There are no tarnpikes in this, or in the neighboura
ing county of Wigton. Turnpike foads would be very ac-
ceptable, if the cetemony of colledting money at the toll-bars.
could be difpenifed with. It is doubted how far they would
be expedient on any other terms. If they fhall take place,
manures ought to be exempted, and a vefy moderate tax
fhould be laid on cattle, whefe the trade in them is carried

on to fo great an extent:
HAntiquitiess
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- Antiquities.—There are in this parifh ten irregulsr htaps of |

| Yoofe ftones, which antiquaries called PiZib cairns. Three
of thefe have been opened by perfons ftill alive ; and in each
of them fome human bones have been found, in coffins
confiderably above the ordinary fize. There are feveral
moats, as in other parts of Scotland ; remains of antient and
later fortifications. I'he foundations of a very large convent
was lately difcovered, about which record and tradition are
filent. Farmers in ploughing, and labourers in digging, have’
frequently found Roman urns, {words, and other imples
ments. ’

Language, and Etymology of Names of Places.—The language
fpoken here is neither Englith nor Scottith, but a mixture
of both. With the exception of a few provincial words and
phrafes, the inhabitants fpeak with more propriety than thofe
of the fame ftation in moft parts of Scotland. The names of
places are derived from the Englifh, the Gaelic, and from
combinations of both. Many of thém are defcriptive of the
fituations of places, or of their dependence on the church, &c.

. Advintages and Difadvantages;—The advantages of this
place, as muft appear from what hath been faid, are very cons
fiderable. The chief difadvantages which it labotirs under,
are the fearcity and dearnefs of fucl, and the length and bad-
nefs of the roads over which it muft be brought. The plough
Rhas almoft totally removed the whins, and other bruth-wood,
which formerly were of material fervice to the poor. As there
are few mofles in the parifh, moft of the peats muft be broughs
from the diftance of 4 or § miles; and even there the proprie-
tors will fcarcely difpofe of them at any price. Some people
bring coals, by land carriage, 40 miles from Damellington in
Airfhire, This country might be furnithed with Englifh coals,

were
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were it not for the duty prepofteroufly impofed on thofe that
are water-borne, and exadted by the revenue officers with
great rigour.  Sgarcgly any grievance calls more loudly
for redrefs. If a duty muft be had from coals, it would
certainly be more confiftent with the wifdom of parliament
to lay it onat the pit, than to celledt it folely from thofe whofe
local fitnation fubje@ts them to the additional expences of
freight and infurance.

NUM.
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NUMBER XXII.
PARISH OF PARTON.
By the Rev. Mr WiLL14M DoxaLpsoN,

Name, Situation, Extent, Seil, and Surface.

HE name of this parifh, for more than 300 yesrs paft,

has been fpelt Parton ; and Partony though probabl;
altered, both in orthography and pronunciation, from the
Gaclic, whence it is derived, is faid to ﬁgm@ in that language
the kill top, which is perfectly defcriptive of the fituation.
Moft of the names of places here are derived from the Gaclic,
and, under all the dnfgmfes of writing and pronunciation, are
ftill undcrﬂood and mtcrpreted by thofe who are fkilled in
that language. This parith lics in the ftewartry and prefby-
tery of erkcudbnght, and fynod of Galloway. It approach-
¢s to a fquare form, g miles on each fide. It is bounded on
_ the north by Balmaclellan; on the eaft by Kirkpatrick-Dur-
ham, from which it is feparated by the fmall river Urr; on
the fouth-caft by Crofsmichael; on the fouth by Balmaghie,
from which it is feparated by the Dee ; on the weft and fouth-
weft by Kells, from which it is fep,aréted by the Ken, a river
that is in fome places near a mile broad. The parith is from 1e
to 15 miles from the neareft fea-port ; and no roads are apen-
ed up to its interier parts. The arable ground is of a light
or fandy quality. The ground is very unecqual. There are
no
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ab.cod6derable mountains, but many Little hills. The flats
and eminencies are generally covered with heath, except in
the fouthern border, whzre furze and broom ufed to prevail
before the improved mode of cultivation.

dgnm[tun, &‘c —The number of farms is between 4o and
so. Each hath 3_plough. The old Scottith plough is uted
in breaking up the ground, when 3, and often 4, horfes
are ufed a-breatt. In the fubfequent ploughings, a lighter
plough, with 2 horfes and 1 man, is ufed. It is fuppofed
that 400 ares may be amnually employed in raifing oats, 6
or 8 in barley, and 50 in potatoes. Potatoes make a princi~
pal amcle of food of the lower claffes of the people; and, *
with a fmall degree of attention, the old crop continues good
till fucceeded by the new. On the fale and exportation of
theep, wool, black cattle and oats, the farmers depend for the
paying of their rents. Oats are fown from the middle to the
end of March, and reaped from the end of Auguit to the end
of September. Potatoes are planted in the beginning of April,
and are ready at Lammas. Moft part of the farms are inclo-
fed with ftome-dykes. The advantages of fuch inclofures are
ycll'known. The land rent of the parith is near L, 2000,
Land fells from 27 to 32 years purchafe. The nature of the
ground in different farms is very different. One, confifting
of 45 acres, lately let at L. 48 per annum ; anotker, of more
than 400 acres, let for L. 40. The rent of farms is from
L. 10 to L. 120 per annum. Although the rents of fome
farms have been even doubled within thefe laft 30 years, yet
the condition of the people is much improved.

Air and Difiempers.~The air is falubrious, ‘and there are
no epidemic diftempers, if we except rheumatic complaints,
which, for thefe laft 40 years, have prevailed among all ranks.

Vor.L Aa " Minerad
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Mineral Springs, Lakes, and Rivers.~Thete is § mivers§
fpring, which is fuppofed to pofiefs, in fome degree, the qua-
lities of the old well-at Moffat. [t was formerly muck fre-
quented by the common people, but is now quite neglefted.
No cures have been properly authenmticated. Perhaps the
water was uicd in an injudicious manner, Thete are feven
fmall lakes plentifully ftored with trout. The river Dee joins
the Ken about half a mile above’ the kirk; from whenee ie
has the name Dez till it envers the Solway Frith at Kirkcud-
bright. In a flood, the De¢ foinetimes rifes 8 feet perpens
dicularly, by which large tradts of meadow ground are over-
flowed. This, in fummer, is very hurtful to the Ray; but,
in winter and {pring, conﬁdirably improves the crop. Op~
pofite to Parton, the river i$ from 100 yards fo half a mile
broad, and from ro to 30 feet deep. It abounds in pike and
perch.  ‘The former are caught from 3 to 40 1b:; the latter
from 1 to 4 or 5. Formerly the moors afforded great plen-
ty of black and red game ; hares and partridges are fill in
abundance ; woodcocks appear in the end of O&ober.

Ruarrizs.—A flate quarry, not a mile from the river, was
formerly wrought, but by unfkillful management has gont
into difrepute. In the opinion of judges, it might ftill be
rendered valuable, confiderifig the fpirit of improvement,
efpecially of building, which feems to prevail much in this
part of the country.

Population —The return of the population to Dr Webfler

was - - - - - - 396
Inhabitants in the year 1790 - - - 499
The annual average of marriages from 1744 to 1782 4
' births - - - 5t

zaths - - - 8

In
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s #751, the qumber of fanls above fix years of age, ex..

. clufive pf feceders and Papifts - - . 400
{The diminution fipce that pcriod is owirg to great farms) .
Jababited houfes - - - 1co0
Faaiilies {4 of them Cathalics aud 4 Scccdcrs) - 8o
Perfons ip a family, at an average, - - §
Proprictors of land (the patron and three others rcfide in
the parifh) . - - - 12
Mechaaics of all delcsjptions - - . 10
Horfes - - - - - - - 120
Cagle - - e = e - = 1000
Sheep - - - - - 3000

Goats, pot above - - - - - 6o

4 few yeurs ago, a man died abeve 9o, who, about 8
months before his death, got acomplctc fet of new teeth,
which beemployed till near his laft breath to excellent purpofe.
He was four times married, bad children by all his wives,
and at the baptifm of his lalt child, which happened not a
year before his death, with an air of complacency exprefled
his thaokfelaefs to his Maker for having ¢ at lag fent him
“ the cled frore,” i, €. 24,

Church and Stipend —The church, fituated within 200
vards of the river, is remarkable for little clfe than its
darknefs and difproporsion, being 65 feet long, and 144
broad. 1he palpit is of folid osk, cyrioufly carved, and
bearing date 1598. The manfe, rebuilt.in 1777, had addi.
vons and-vepairs in 1789, and is now Jarge and commodious.
The ftipend is L. 83:6:8;. the manfc and glebe L. 10.
William Glendonwyne of Glewdoawyne, Lfq is the pa.
fron,

Povr,



188 Statiftical zimun’

Poor.—At an average for 20 years paft, the numbér of
poor who have received ftated or occafional fupplies are 6.
The annual colleftions, and the intereft of lent money,
amount to L. 1o per annum. In 1782—3, though the meal
got up to half-a-crown the ﬁoné, yet the poor were compe-
tently fupplied, and the other mhnbltants lived much in their
ufual fhlc.

' Price of Labour and Provifions—1In 176 1, the yearly wagés
of 2 man fervant were L. 2: 10, of 2 maid fervant L. 1 : 10
In 1790, the former have advanced to L. 8, or L. 8 : 10, and
the latter from L. 3 to L. 4 per annum. A labourer's wagesare
8d. and his viétuals; a mafon’s or carpenter’s 1 s.; 3 taylor's
8d. There is no ftated market here for provifions. In 1761,
a fat fheep, wenghmg from 40 to go Ibs. fold for 7s. or 7s. 6d.;
3 dozen of eggs for 1d.; a hen for 4d.; a pound of butter
for 6d.; a ftone of cheefe for 3s.; and a ftone of oat meal
for 1s. Now, all thefe articles, except the laft, are nearly

.doubled. e S

Fuel, {&c.—Peat is the general fuel. It is fcarce in the
fouthern parts; and the poorer fort of peOplc ufe broom and
furze. 1t s plentiful in the middle and eaftcrn parts, and of
the beft quality. The moffes are  of difficult accefs, as no ‘pro-
per roads are opened. ‘The inhabitants are obliged to carry
houie rheir peat on horfe-back in corn facks, as carts can-
not be ufed. Thete are no turnpike roads in ‘this part of
Galioway. The principal road here, which goes along the
river. will be made good by a commutation of the ftatute la-
bour, at the rate of 15s. the L. 100 valued rent, wlnd; an.
’ nually produces L. 22 Stesling,

Antiquities—Near the church there is an artificial mount,
* .. . HE e t . . . ." z.

-
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330 yards ¢ circumference at the bafe, which is circular. It is

furrouuded with a ditch from 6 to g feet deep, whence the
earth which compofa the mount p'pears to have been taken.

Abont half a mile north there is anotl':crmount, nearly double '

the dimenfions of the former, inclofed with two ditches. On
a gentlg ¢minengs, 't j290;yaiys diffance, is feen theremains
of a fmall Druidical circle. About 3 miles north from the
church there is a rcmarkable hcag of ﬁones, from which the
{arm where it Ties feems to have been named 7be Cairn, The
circular bafe is 120 yards in circumference. A fimilar cairn,
butona {naller fcale, about a mij¢’s diftance, was opened so
years ago, and in, or toward the centre, was found a kind of
fone coffin, coptaining.fomething like fragments of human

O v o . ' St r :
.
.
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TH IS parith derives its name from Convent 'rowu‘. t
_ is in the county of Lanark, prefbytery of Biggar, and
fynod of Lothian and Tweeddale, Its length from fouth te
mosth is 3 miles, and its breadth 2. [t is bounded on the
eaft by Libberton ; on the weft by Carmichael ; on the fouth
by Symington and Wifton; and on the north by Pittenain.
"There is fome barren heath; but the foil is in general fertile,
‘The haughs of Clyde are moftly of a good quality, but they
are fubjet to inundation ; which, though pernicious at certain
feafons, at others enriches the ground, and fupplies the place
of manure. Part of the country is mountainpus. Tinto is
¥720 feet above the level of the Clyde.

Agriculture, {&'c.—Every farmer keeps two ploughs at leaft;
one of them is the old Scottifh, and the other Small’s. There
are about 630 acres in tillage yearly: About 9o in barley, 6o
in peafe, 70 in potatoes and turnip, 10 in lint, and the remain-
der in oats. There are about 6o acres of fown grafs. Oats are
fown in March, and barley in the beginning of May, The
P_c(tcroftland isletat L. £:1:0 peracre; the beft pafture

at’
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®12s.3 the worftat 25. 6d. The average rent offmm.
L. 50. .The regt of the parith is L. 9zoporaagma ljw
clofures are furrounded with wood, the farmers are convinm
¢ced of their_ great utility. _Harveft, in general, commencgy
about the beginning of September. The parith ufually ex-
ports one-fourth of - the produce. Ia 1782, threefourths of
the crop were deftroyed by the frofk. In 1783, the crap wap
remarkably good, feed beimg procured at a difance, and the
feafon being favourable. ‘The heritors gave a generons alié-
tance to their tenants.  Hence, the bad effedls of the feafon
1782 were not fo fevetely fely s was at firt dreaded, The
eat meal fold at L. 2:6:0 per load of 16 ftong. "The fas-
mers who were fo fortunate as to have any of the for<
mer crop, got an additional price for it: But this fell heavy
-on the poor labourer; efpecially as he was often obliged te re+
main idle, the tenants being uaable to employ him. ;

Populdtion.—Yifty years ago, the inhabitants were 600. The
principal caufe of the depopulation fince that time has been
the enlarging of the farms. The return to Dr Webfter was
"s21, In 1779, the number of mhabitants was 484. '

Males - - - - - - 323
Femalcs - - - - - a6t
Annusl sverage of births - . - 10

iee IMAItiages - - - 4
Heritors (only 1 refides) .- - = - 3
Farmers - - - - - ar
Houfehold fervants, about . - - - 43
Tradefmen - - - . = = 7
Seceders - - - - . = - 16
Poor - - - 9§

Yearly colleftion for their fnppm‘t about L. 16.
Labouring
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Labouring horfs - -~ -+ . ‘e
Young horfes = . '+ L ' .. - - 46
Milk cows and black cattle - - - - sog
M ! - : - . . - - - [ooo

a

1 2

Price of Labbur asid Provifiens.—A common labourer’s wa.
ges arc 1s. per day. With the affiffance’of his wife, he is
‘able to fapport his family. The women codtribute much by
fpinning: An drdinary hand ' will earn 4 d. per day. Mea
fervants get L. 6; women L. 3 : 5 : 0 per awnum ; carpenters
“get 1s. 6d. and taylors 15, 2d. perday. Fifty years ago,
Tens were 4d. butter 35 d. per Ib. and cheefe 2d. Now, hens
‘are 1s. butter 75 d. and cheefe 3 d.

Ehurch and Stipend.—One half of the church is an old ca-
thedral. The other half was added more than a century ago.
The value of the ftipend is L. 8o. Mr Lockhart of Carn-
Wath 4 patroi.

Antiguities—Within the bounds of this parith there are
“four camps, all of a circular form, furrounded with one or
two deep ditches. One named the Caftledykes has two fub-
terranean paflages, leading from the eaft gate. There are two
large cairns of ftones, one ﬁ:ahding on a hill called Wallbrae,
meafuring in circumference 107 yards. There are many
fmaller bnes in sn adjoining moor. Several have beea open-
ed, which conhtain a coarfe coffin, compofed of flat flones.
The other large cairn ftands on the top of Tinto, which fig.
nifies a bill of fire, and is faid to have taken its name from
the Druids keeping a continued fire on the top of this cairn.
On a round hill at the foot of Tinto there is a circle, fur.
'sounded with farge ftones, erofted on one end, clofe to one
another. At the diftance of 10 yards, there is another wall,

nearly
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nearly refembling the former. In this place a large mound
of earth is erected. This was probably a fheriffs-court, where,
on a certain day, the adjacent country attended to have juf-
tice done. The name of theadjacent farm feems to favour
this tradition, for it is called Sheriff-flats. According to im-
memorial tradition, a bullock’s fkin fuil of gold lies buried in
this place. ~ Covington was formerly the feat of a knight ba-
ronet named Lindfey: In 1420, the laird applied, and ob-
tained leave from parliament to baild a fort, which was finith-
ed in 1442. The walls are 10 feet thick. It was made
firong by every circumftance that art could invent. An old
fword of very large fize, called Wallace’s, is fill preferved.
The ruin continues a grand and majeftic object.

" Mifeellaneous Obfervations.—The fuel ufed here is coal. The
diftance from the coal hill is about ¢ miles: The price there
s 3d per cwt. When laid down here, the price is nearly
doubled, ‘There is oné village called Thankerton, beauti.
fully fituated on the river Clyde. There is a bridge over the
Clyde at this village, built in 1778 by public contribution. It
i kept in repair by the county. The roads are made and
repaired by the ftatute labour commuted. The people, in
general, fuppofe that turnpike roads would be of advantage.
Some farmers in this parith purfue improvements with fpirit ;
but the climate ftruggles againft them. Plantations of wood
in this part of the counnj would be of great advantage. The
.inhabitants, in general, are very humane, induftrious, decent,
.and devout. None have enlilted in the army fince 1778.

Vor. I, -~ Bb N UM.
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~ NUMBER XXIV.
PARISH OF TROQUIRE.

By the Rev. Mr Joux Ewarr.

Situation, Extent, Soil, and Surface.

HIS parith is in the ftewartry of Kirkcudbright, and in
the prefbytery and {ynod of Dumfries. It 1s bounded
by the river Nith on the caft; by the parith of New Abbey
on the fouth; by Lochrutton on the weft; and Terregles on
the north. It is about 73 miles long, and about 4} broad.
The foil is various, but generally light. Mofs and moor form,
perhaps, the fourth part of the parith The country is partly |
flat, and partly hilly. Part of the hills is covered with heath

or coarfe grafs, There are tew rocks.

Rivers.—The river Nith produces falmon and fea trout,
which yield in the fpring 6 d. per Englifh 1b.; 3d. and 2;d.
per Ib. in fumamer and harveft. In the two laft feafons they
are in greateft perfection. Nith is navigable with large vels
fels at the foot of the parith; and in the middle with fma
lime and coal ones from England. Sea mud comes up this
river, and is ufed for manure with much fuccefs.

Rental, Agriculture, ¢&'c.—The prefent rental of Troqui
viz. of land, is - - - - L. 475
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The rental in 1752, afcertained before the Court of Seﬂiou,

i - - - - . - L. 950

Hence, the prefent rental is five times the rental in 1752. Lhis
vaft rife of land in [roquire is in a great meafure owing to
the people hbuving abanidoned a wretched mode of hufbane
dry, in which rhey lad all tneir dung up-n 3, 4, or § acres,
of a ficdd adjoini..g to the houfe, wh'ch they called erofting
land, upon which they yearly fowed bear or barley, that
yiclded the farmers ouly four or five !or one, owing to it he-
ing choaked with weeds. [he reft of the farm had no orher
magure but what dropped from the cattle in the ficld; con-
fequentiy, their outfield crop, beiug oats, was very poor, and
gould fcarcely pay the labour.

Laying lime upon the land, which began near 40 years ago,
chiefly contributed to the improvement of the land and the
rife of rent. Some little fhell marle and fea uud, which were
only got on fo 1-¢ farms, were likewife ufed. ‘L'hele means of
improvement introduced a fenible mode of  hufbandry, and
will account for the great rife of land in Troquire, together
with the increafed price of cattle and grain,

Ploughs in Troquire - - - . 58
Suppofing cvery plough to work 25 acres in wheat, barley,
oats, peafe, potatoes, turuips, and falow, there will be un.

der li“ase yw1y - - - 1450 acres
Arable land not in tillage - - 3625

Total arable land i the parith 5075
In woods and plautations, at lcaft” - - 550

There are 4 oat mills, 1 wheat, 1 waulk, 1 baley mill, in
the parifb ; 3 breweries, and 2 malt houfes,
The
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The rotation of crops in the greateft part of the parifh
is ufually as follows: In the ift year of breaking up land
.oats are fown; 2d year fallow or potatoes; the land is ma-
nured ; 3d year wheat; 4th year barlev, or fometimes oats,
with rye grafs and red clover; sth year rye grafs and clover;
6th year, the preceding rotation is recommenced.  Oats are
" the prevailing grain. The beft arable land in the parifh near
Dumiffries is rented at L. 1 ; 10:0 per acre : There are few at
L. 2. Arable land fown with grafs feeds yields, the firft
year, abaut L. 2 : 10 :0, when the produce is fold for hay;
the fecond year about L. 2. The rent of arable land, in ge-
neral, is from 2 to 18 fhillings per acre. The farms are ge-
nerally inclofed; and the tcnants find much advantage from
inclofures. Wheat is ufually fown about the begmnning of
 OQ&ober; oats in March and April; barley in April and May.
*“Wheat and barley are ufually reap-d in the beginning of Sep-
tember. and oats about the middle; in dry fummers fooner. ’
Two things are ftill wanting to make the agriculture more
perfe& ; affiduity to increafe manure by compofts, ftraw yards,
&c ; and attention to keep the horfes always employed, which
might be done if fallowing were increafed. What is called
the fervitude of tenants, and bailie work, to the proprietors of
land, is now almoft entircly abolithed i this parith. It was
a cruel mode of oppreffion.’

Price of Labour, {5'c.—The ufual days wages to men is 1.
without victuals; to women, for working at hay and weed-
ing, 64d. Carycmcts, bricklayers, and mafons, get about
1s. 8d. Thec wayes of a man fervant yearly is from L. 6:6
to L. 8, befides maintenance. A maid fervant gets from L. 3
to L. 3:10:0. Lhe price of proviiions is about the double
of what they were 47 years ago. They are now about the
Edinburgh prices, except poultry, Mapgy families are chicfly -

' fupposted |
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fupported by potatoes. They furnith the farmers with feed
and dung, who, from this confideration, allow them to get
the crop, which they take up at their own expence. This
pradtice deferves to be adopted in the neighbourhood of towns
and villages, where there is much dung. -

Population.—The inhabitants of Bridgend, of all ages, are
1302
The inhabitants of other parts of the parifli are 1298

d
Total inhabitants of all ages and denominations 26ce

Mechanics in the village of Bridgend :

Shoemakers, mafters, journeymen, and apprentices 84
Smiths - - - - - 4
Coopcn -’ - - - - 3
Clogmakers - - - - - 6
Bakers - - - - - e 3
Taylors - - . - - - 26
Weavers - - - - 20
Wrights and carpenters - - - I
Mafons - - - - . 3
Sawers of wood - - - - - 4
Bricklayers - - - - s
Maltfters, befides fervants - - - 2
Ropemakers - - - . 3
Butchers - - - - 8
Barber - - - - 1
Brewers, befides fervants - . - 2
Bleacher L - - - - b §

' Total 186

Mechanics
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Mechanics in other parts of the parith.
Smiths “ - - - 7
Weavers - . . 13
Shoemakers - - - - 9
Taylors .- - - - 3
Wrights - - - - 5
Total 37

Mechanics in Bridgend 186
Total mechanics in Troquire 223

Of the above number of inhabitants there are 200 Papiits,
including the children of Papifts. About a fourth part of
that number is an influx of Irith Papifts, who within thefe
few years have fettled in Troquire. A Popifh pricft officiates
among them ; and he has met with no difturbance for thefe 5o

or Go years pait.

There are fome Seceders, Relief people, and M<Millanites,
who have places of worthip in Dumfries.

Church and Stipend.—The church feems to have been 2
chapel of eafe, The ftipend is L. 81:2:6. The glebe con-
fifts of about 11 acres, which might let from 30 to 40 fhil-
Tings the acre. The manfe -was built in 1707, and has gor
{everal repairs.

Schools.—There are three fchools in Troquire. The fala-
ry of the parith fchool is L. 10 yearly. The falary of the
fchool ereted by the Society for Propagating Chriftian Know-
ledge L. 10. The falary of a fchool m Bridgend L. 2: 10:0.
Befides thefe three, there are three other fchools for ground-

ing
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ing young children in the Bridgend: One of them has 10s.

yearly from the fefion; the other two teach for fchool wa-
ges.  All the teachers in {chools get fchool wages.

Mifcellancous Obfervations.—The air is pretty healthful.
Some thell marle is found in the parith. ‘Lhe fithing is let
for L. 75. Fuel is expenfive. Coal is fold at 7d. and 8d.
per cwt. Four hundred acres were lately planted, moftly
with fir and oak. lhere are a confiderable number of na-
turai woods. lhere are 6 four wheeled chaifes, and about
so carts. The roads are greatly improved. The military
road that goes from Dumfries to Portpatrick runs through
Troquire. The high price of grain was much felt by the
poor in the years 1782 and 1783. Several heritors contrix
buted fome money, when mobs were threatened, to buy oats,
which, being converted into meal, were fold below the mars;
ket price. ‘| he village of Bridgend contains many beggars,
In it, and other parts of the parifh, above 40 get alms, fome.
by begging, others from the collections and parith funds,
which amount to about L. 34 yearly. One female has been
executed for child murder. Two perfons have been banith-
ed. Only one has been guilty of fuicide in the courfe of .47-
years. A few young men go to fea: Several enlift in the
amy. The mode of living and drefs is much improved.

NUM-
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NUMBER XXV.
. PARISH OF MUIRAVONSIDE.
By the Rev. Mr JouN BERTRAM.

—-———*————’-

. ﬁamr, Situation, Extent, Scil, .
THIS parith takes its name from the river Avon, which

A divides the co-nties of Linlithgow and Stirling. Itis
fituated in the latter, although it belongs to the prefbytery of
Linlithgow, and fynod of Lothian. It is bounded by the
parithes of Borrowftounnefs, Linlithgow, Torphichen, Pol.
mont and Slamanan. It is about 6 miles long, and 2 broad.
The eaft end is of a light gravelly foil ; the reft clay, witha
mixture of mofs and moor A confiderable part of the pa-
rith has been inclofed within thefc few years. The farms are
very fmall : The rents commonly are high : The harveft ear-
ly. .There arc 5o ploughs in the parith; and no farmer has
more than one. As the farms are {mall, grafs parks are com-
mouly taken from year to year for feeding cattle. More corn
is raited than is neceffary to fupply the parith. Twenty

acres of lint were fown laft year. The rental of the parith
may be about L. 2000.

Porulation.—The return of the population to Dr Webfter

is faid to hzve to(n 149¢; but there fecems to have been a
miftake herc, as onc wno knows it well afferts, that there has
been
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"besn no material alteration fince the year 1745. At prefent,
-the number of Touls amounts only to 1065. OFf thefe, there
are 302 under 1o years of age. The:oldeft man in the parith
is go. The bareny of .Almond has been all.laid out in grafs,
.and the farm houfes have become ruinous. This may be af-
figned as one caufe, and it fcems to be the principal one, of
the decreafe of the population; but that eftate being now all
inclofed, confiderable plantations made, and to be let out in
commodiqus farms, will add greatly to the beauty and popu-
lation of the place. The annual average of births is 453
deaths 35 ; but the Seceders, in general, do not infert their
names in the parith regifter. The number of this fe& here
is 65. There are 37 heritors. The greateft part of them
refide in the parith. There are no vagrant poor belong-
-ing to the parith. There are 20 penfioners .on the poors
roll.

Church and Stipend—The chusch is old. The ftipend is
1. 83:6:8, at the old converfion of L. 8: 6 : § the chalder
.of vi®ual. The glebe confifts of 4 acres. The crown is pa-
.tron.

Antiquities.~There ftill remain fomp ruins of an old ab.
bey, called Manuel, on the fide of the Avon, about half a
mile above Linlithgow bridge. It was built in the 12th cen-
tory. There is an old caftle called Almond hard by the
church, which belongs to,the Callander eftate, but is not in-
Ahabited. '

Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—There are feveral coal mines,
and a great quantity of iron-ftone in the parith. The fucl
s coal and peat; but the former is chicfly ufed. There are
;27 mills in this parith on the river Avon. There is 1 flour

Vor.I. Ce and
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apd 1 barley mill; 4 corn and 4 lint mills; 2 fauff and 2
fulling mills; 1 bark, 1 bleeching, and 1 flint mill, .The
wages of men fervants, living in the houfe, are commonly
L. 6 a year, and of womea fervants L. 3. Labourers get 10d.

and Is. per day.

NUM-
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NUMBER XXVL
PARISH OF PENPONT,

By the Rev. Mr WitL14M KEYDEN;

Nahsé, Situation, Extent, Soil, and Surjace.
I VHE hame of this parifh is probably derived from pendenis
pons, in arched bridge; there being a bridge of one fe-
micircular arch; fupported by two fteep rocks, ober the river
Scarr. It is of very remote antiquity ; nor Is it known when it
was built. The fingularity of the ftru@ture, when nothing
of that kind exifted here, mightgive occafion to the name.
At any rate, the name of the parifth is very antient; as ap-
pears from infcriptions on the communion cups, in the bes
ginning of the 14th century. Penpotit is a prefbiytery feat,
and is fituated in the fynod dnd county of Dumfries; It is
bounded by nine parifhes, Glencairn, Tynron, Keir, Clofe-
burn, Morton, Durrifdeer, Sanquhar, New Cumnock, and
Dalry. New Cumnock is in the prefbytery of Air, Dalry in
that of Kirkcudbright. The parifh is 16 Scottifh ftatute miles
long, and, at an average, about 3; broad: It extends from
Touth-eaft, at the lower extremity, by a continual afcent, to
the north-weft, where the ground oh the banks of the Scarr,
which has its fource there, is 3500 fect above the level of the
tiver at the loweft part of it. In this trat there are 4 ftecp
ridges, lengthways, with 3 deep and narrow glens, each wa-
tered by a vety pure and plentiful ftream. Th.
- ¢



203 Statiftical Account

The lower end is wathed by the Nith, a confiderable river).
which divides Penpont from Durrifdeer and Morton, and by
the Scarr, which is the march between it and Tynren and
Keir. On the fouth-weft, the Scarr runs between Penpont
and Tynron for § miles. The hills on both fides are fo fteep
and high, and thé bottom fo nafrow, rocky, and woody, that
the general view is pleafant to thofe who have any tafte for
romantic fcenes. At Chanlockfoot, the ridge, which fprings
vp fuddenly between two valleys, has its face wholly covered
with trees, and the other, farther up, with grafs of a beauti-
ful green, both of which views are particularly delightful. In
the bofom of the north-eaft ridge you difcover Glenquhargen
Craig, almoft perpendicular, and above 1000 feet in heighth.
It has two faces that ftrike the eye, and no other rock is to be
feen on cither fide. It is a hard brownifh whin flone. Some
finall pieces ase fallen down, with fharp edges and angular
points. It is one of the greateft curiofitics in the fouth of Scot-
land. The north-ecaft fide is bounded by the Mar-burs, which,
Jower down, is called the Canal. The general profpect down
the rivers Nith and Scarr is extenfive and beautiful, confift-
ing of level ground highly cultivated, gentle rifings, woods,
villas, and mountains. The manfe and church ftand on a
plain, about 30 feet above the Scarr, which winds about, in
the form of an S, from fouth weft to north-caft. There is
from hence a diftint view of the rivers for 8 miles, firft fe-
parate and then united. The pools here and there fhew them-
felves as {mooth fheets of water ; and in floods the low ground
js inundated for a mile broad, and 6 farm towns furrounded to
the very doors. Profpeé@s worthy of notice every where pre-
fent themfelves. At the old bridge, already mentioned, the
banks of the Scarr are high, and fkirted with woad ; the chan-
nel rocky, and full of large ftones ; the bridge itfelf venerable,
by a complete mantle of ivy and woodbine. Very near it, the

| water
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water falls over a ragged rock 10 feet high, that reaches from
fide to fide : A little farther down, the Shinnel, between high
and woody banks, runs into the Scarr at right angles. At
this fpot is a large cairn, and the upper end of a fine theet of
water ; 3 mills, and the houfes belonging to them, in a cluf-
ter; the dam-dyke, 18 feet above the rock, clofe to, and be-
low which, is a tremendous mafs of unequal-socks, 100 feet
long, among which, as.the fall is cpnfiderable, the water,
efpecially after rain, “ rages, foams, and.thunders down ;” be-
yond, a large wood, and green hills rifing fuddenly, and ia
various fhapes.

Cairnkinnow is a2 high mountain ftanding in the middle
of the parith, and towards the north-caft fide; the precife
heighth unknown ; but it is the highett land in this line bes
tween the Friths of Solway and Clyde. From the top of it
may be feen Airthire, Clydefdale, Annandale, and Galloway
and Cumberland and Weftmoreland in England.

The il is ia general fandy, in fome places light, but moft
ly 'dcep, and capable of great improvement by lime, which, in
15 years, has made an uncommon alteration on the face of
this part of the country. The hills are green, except a few
that are covered with a fhort heath.

Agriculture, &'c.—The Scottith plough is chicfly ufed, en
account of the fmall ftones fo frequent in a fandy foil. Sow-
ing commonly begins on the 1ft of March, and reaping about
the middie of Auguft. All the common kinds of grain, and
turnip, potatoes; clover, and rye-grafs, are raifed with fuccefa,
Abouat .138 acres are fown with barley annually, and 25 with
wheat. In this ncighbourhood land lets from 18s. to 3 1. 58,

acre. ‘The real rent of the parfh is L. 2,500, which, in
the
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the laft 15 years, has been increafed L. goo. Thete are
aany inclofures; and the difpofition to intlofe feems to in-
creafe. :

Rivers, &'c.—Near the Scarr, which rifes at the head of
Penpont, are likewife the fources of the Ken, whofe courfe
extends to Kirkcudbright; of Afton, which falls into the
Nith nedr New Cumnock ; and of the Youghan; which joins
the Nith at Sanquhar. The Scarr runs down the middle of
the parith 12 miles, and for 6 more divides it from Tynton
and Keir. A vaft water fpout, accompanied with tremen:
dous thunder and lightning, emptied itfelf near the fource of
the Scarr in July 1783. Evety one herc was furprifed by an
uncommon flood in the evening. Herds of cattle, and their
keepers, were fuddenly furroinded: People at work were
obliged to flee for fear of beirig inclofed. Hay and timber
were carried off'; one ftone bridge and a houfe, with the wool
of 1200 fheep, were fwept away : Dreadful gulphs of whole
acres were made on the face of the hills, There are 1§ brooks
in this parith. The fith in the rivers or brooks are falmon,
caught chiefly in July and Auguft, and fold at 3 d. per Ib.;
fea-trout; hirlings, canght in the fame months; burn:trout;
pikes, ecls, and parrs. Dowloch is a fmall lake on the top
of a hill, and famous, in the reign of fuperftition, for curing
all manner of difeafes. Thofé who reforted to it for relief
left fome part of their drefs to the guardian demon or faint:
By all accounts it has fome mineral qualities.

Population.—Tlic population of this parifh has increafed up-
wards of 100 within thefe 15 years, owing chiefly to the di-
vifion of fome large farms: The return to Dr Webiter; how-
ever, was 857.

. Inhabitants,
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Iohabitants, anno 1790 - . 8oo
Cameronians - - - 77
Seceders - - - 73
Annual average of baptifins - . 24
Heritors - - - 8
Tenants - - - 30
Carpenters - - - 7
Mafons - - - - 4
Smiths - - - 4
Shoemakeys - - - 9
Weavers - - - 12
Taylors . ‘- - - 6
Houfes - - - 166
Horfes - - - 150
Caule - - - 980
Sheep - - - - 12000

Posw,—The poor in Penpont are tolerably provided for.
None go about afking alms except 2 lunatics. The kirk-
fefion has L. 450 at intereft. The Duke of Queentberry
gives a bounty of upwards of L. 10, and likewife 25 ftones
_ of oat-meal, The colle&tions are L. 12 per annum. The
whole annual amount of the contributions for the poor, who
confift of 25 families, and feveral individuals, is about L. 46,
Their principal food is cat-meal and potatoes. The articles
of clothing, efpecially fhoes, are far morc expenfive than
formerly; fuel has alfo advanced in price. The rent of
houfes is tripled. When a perfon ftands in need of a
purfe as well as neceflaries, a relation commonly takes the
charge, and the feffion pays at the rate of L. 5 per annum.
A cafe of this kind feldom happens. Fourteen fhillings are
allowed for the expence of a funeral. Four-fifths of the pa~
rith, which is mountainous, confifts of fheep farms; and the

failure
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failure of erop in 1782 was lefs felt here than in nvny other
parts of the kingdom. ‘The poor belonging to the Camero-
mians and Seceders receive fupplies from the parochial fundss
yst not one of thefe feéts contribute ifarthing to the main-
tenance of the parith poor: Moreover, many of the eftablith-
sod church attend their mectings on pamcular days, which
adds to their collettions,

Wages.—~Labourers have ‘fufficient employment, and arg
able to fupport their families. The wages of a man fervant,
'employed in the operations of hufbandry, were L. 2 per annum
40 years ago; now they are: L. 7. The wages of a woman
fervant, 40 years ago, were 13S. 4 d.; now L. 3. About

4o years ago, a day labourer received 6 d. without viGuals,
now he receives 1s. Carpenters wages are 1s. 4d. a day';
mafons 1s. 8d.; taylors'ts. They are all doubled. A man
durmg harveft, 40 ycars ago, got 8s. 4 d.; a woman 5. Now
a man gets L. 1: 3 :0, and a woman 18's. Few reap by the
day; but, when they do, they receive from 1od. to 1. 2d.
without victuals, '

Church and Stipend.—The church was rebuilt in 1782, It
is pleafantly fituated on an eminence on the Scarr. The fti-
pend is L. 86 :2 : 2, with a glebe worth I.. 11, confifting of
9 acres. The Duke of Queenfberry is patron.

‘Improvemmt:' Suggefled. —The repairing of roads, fearching
for coal, lead, and iron mines, might be attended with ad-
vantage. The divifion of fome farms, and the eftablithment
of a woollen manufatory, in particular, would be of grex
benefit.  Vaft quantities of wool and woollen yarn are car-
ried out of this, and the neighbouring parithes, to a great
du&ancc. Penpont is fo centrical, that it is faid ghe farmer;

would
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would be difpofed to bring all their wool to it without any
advapce on the price. This parifh produces annually for ﬁl:e
sbove 1500 ftoncs heavy weight, that is, 24 Ibs Englih each;
and 1c,000 might be found in the circle, befides fome finer
_wool, at no great diftance, for particular ufes. Wool has been
fold thefc (wo lait years at §s. 6d, the ftone, and for the fix
preceding years confiderably cheaper. The late demand from
England raifcd the price.

Antiguities~An old Roman caufeway runs through Tyn-
ron clofe tothe edge of the Scar, ‘There are 2 moats of earth,
1 oblifk, and 4 very large cairns. The veftiges of Tiber’s caftle,
which has been a large building, are to be feen on the banks
of the Nith, A fmall part of the wall next the river remains.
Foffac are vifible, and fome entrenchments where it was
moft acceflible, It is fuppofed that the barony of Tiber is
mamed from Tyber, or Tiberus, There is a- Roman en-
campment too. The Englifh had a garrifon in this caftle in
the time of Sir William Wallace, who took it by furprife.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—White and red free ftone, and
whitith grey with red tpecks, abound in the lower part of
the parith. There is calmftone, and plenty of ruddle. Blue
grey, and brownifh whin, are very abundant. Arches of bridges
are built with whin, Water ftone is a blue grey, drefles neatly,
and is ufed in building. There are fome rocks compofed of
fpar, whin, and lime ftone. Large tranfparent white ftones are
found at the head of Glenmannaburn. There are fome mineral
fprings, but of little note, impregnated with iron, Marle is
found in feveral bogs. There are indications of lead. iron, and
coal. At prefent, coal is brought from Sanquhar, at the diftance
of 14 miles. At the pit, 8 cwt. cofts 10} d. and fclls here at

Vor. L bd 3s
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3s. There are 3 orchards in the parifh, and a few #uk
trees befides. There is one village at the church, which
contains above 100 inhabitants. The people in this parith
are clean and ftout, and generally above the middle fize.
Their houfes, drefs, manners, and mode of living, are much
improved. Since 1970, there have been 1c ftudents at the
Univertity from this parith. Thé moft prevalent diftempen
. are colds. The rheumatifm is frequent. Fogs, which are
unfavaurable to health, creep up from the rivers. Thereare
10 bridges. Turnpike roads were begun to be made laft fum-
mer in this part of the country. Single coal carts pay 1;d.
toll near Sanquhar; and it is fuppofed that each will carry
fuch additional weight, with equal eafe, as to procure a Foﬁl
pf 7d. The flatute work is commuted.

NUM
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NOUMBER XXVIiL

PARISH OF CRAMONDY¢:

Situationiy Surface, ind Extent,

FPVHIS parith lies in the cousties of Edinburgh and Lits
lithgow, on the fouith thore of the Frith ot Forth, ins
to which the river Amoii, the boundary of the two (hires;
fulls at the village of Nether Cramond, It is in the prefby=
tery of Edinburgh, and the fynod of Lothian and Tweed-
dale. It is bounded on the weft by the pariflies of Dal:-
meny and Kirklifton ; on the fouth of Corftorphine and St
Cuthbert’s ; and by the latter parith on the eaft. The nor-

thern boundary. is formed by the Forth, which is here fronz -
4 to 6 miles over; The caftern part of the parifh is rather
flat, though the ground in fome places forms gentle rifings.
Near the centre of the fouth fide is a craggy ridge, called
Corftorphine Hill, the north end of which runs into this
parifh, and the fouth end of it inte that whence its name is
derived: The heighth of this hill, which bears fome re=
femblance to the figure of a cock’s comb, with indentations
in feveral places along its fummit, is about 470 feet above
the level of the fea. Lo the north and weft of it, the face
of

* This account is propeily an abltradl ierely of a very va- *
loable MS. intituled, ¢ the Topography ot Ctamond Parifh,”*
written by John Wood, Efq; which it is hoped the author wilt

take an early opportunity of commnunicating to the public:

0
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of the parifh becomes more variegated than the eaftern fide,
being diverfified with rifing grounds in feveral places. But
the principal ornament of the weft past is the river Amon,
whofe banks, from above Craigichall to Nether Cramond,
are high and ftecp, almoft wholly covered with wood, and
frequently chequered with bold and overhanging rocks. The
land rifes in general to fome heighth, even clofe to the
fea fhore; there are, hawever, in three or four places
along the fhore, fandy plains or links. The length of the
parith may be about 6 miles; and the breadth fcarcely ever
exceeds 23 though the fhape is rather irregular, affuming at
the weft end a kind of furcated figure. It contains in all
about 3890 Scottifh acres, including the two fmall iflands of
Cramond and Inchmickery.

" Name.~The parith is denominated from the principal vil-
lage, where the church ftands, called Cramond fituated at
the mouth of the Amon.” Cramond appcars evidently to be
a contra&ion of Caeramen, derived from Amon, a Celtic word,
fignifying a river in gencral, and Caer, which, in the fame
language, fignifies a fort, viz. the Fort on the Amon. -

Mannfaltures.—The iron manufalture carried on by Meffrs
Cadells and Edington, who now employ a capital of above
L. 30,000, confiflts of 3 forges, 2 flitting mills, and 2 fteel
furnaces, at which bar iron is manufattured into bliftered,
fquare or faggot, and German fteel, hoops and rolled iron,
rod iron, boiler and pan plates for fire-engines, fockmoulds,
anchor palnis, bolts for fhip building, and other articles,
Ahove 30 men and boys are employed immediately at the
works, fome of whom earn 26 s. per week, and none make
lefs than 4s. There are alfo here fpade and nail manufac-

tures belonging to the fame company, in which above 450
cwt.
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cwt. of nails, and 1000 dozen of fpades, are annually made 3
and a file manufaCture has been lately eftablithed. Thefe

three branches employ about 50 men and boys, who mmke:

from 3s.'to 20, per week. Much fteel is exported from
hence to India; and the greateft part of the rod iron made

here is fent. to Stirlmgfhire, where the Cramond company

employ above 00 men to manufaéture it into nails, of which
large quancitics were, before the late war, exported to Ane-
rica.

The iron ufed at the Cramond works comes chiefly from
Ruffia aud Sweden, upwards of 1000 tons being imported.
from the Baltic yearly. The average coft per ton (cluding
cuftoms at §6s, and freight from 8s. to 15s.) is L. 17 for
Ruffia, and L. 18: 10:0 fr Swedih iron  but a very fine
kind of the latter, the produce of the famous mine of Dannes
mora in Upland, called Oeregrund’s iron, from the port where
it is fhipped, comes to L. 24 per ton. This fort is ufed folely
for making fteel. hefe different kinds of iron are 50 per
cent. dearer than they were in 1780, which rapid advance
has lately induced the proprictors to erect furnaces at Clyde,
near Glafgow, with the view of making bar iron for Crae
mond, which they hope will, in a few years, furnith them
with fufficient materials, and fave the great fums remitted
for that article The Cramond works are fupplied with coal
from the Grange, near Borrowftounne(s, a property of the
Meflrs Cadells, and they annually confume about-1600 tons,
which are brought in floops for 1s. 6d. per ton freight ; prime
toft and othér charges may be about 7s. The forge ham-
mers weigh' from 4 to 6 cwt, each, are wrought by water,
and make from 120 to 160 ftrokes in a minute. Thefe ham-

mers, and other caft iron articles ufed here, are made at the -

Clydc turnaces,
Rlﬂ' .
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Rent.—Of the 3890 acres, cftimated to be the content of
the parifh, there are about 2800 diftributed into 26 farms
from 40 to 28e acres cach, at a rent of 20s. to §os. per

acre - - L.4830 o o
760 in the pofieflion of thc refpe&ive proprie-
tors, valued at - - - 1300 0 O
240 let to feveral different perfons in fmall pro-
portions, at a rent of - §s0 o o
go of wafte and hilly ground, fuch as Corﬁor-
phine hill, &c. . - - 20 o @
L.6700 ‘o e

making an average of about 35s. an acre. The rent of the
iron-works may be reckoned L. 260, and the village of Cra-
mond may yield about L. 140 per annum, fo the total rent of
this diftri@t is L. 9100. The valuation in the cefs-books of
the county of Edinburgh, is L. 9426 : 13 : 0, and'in thofe of
Weft Lothian, L. 705 Scots, in all L. 10,131t 13:0.

Produce.~The produce of the land, taken one year with
another, may be thus eftimated :

Acres. Produce Price. Total per acre. Total Produce.  Totaf
pper acre. Valoe.

Hay 800 160ft, 6id. L.4 610 128,000ft. L.3466
‘Wheat 760 65bl. 215.. 616 6 4,550bl. 4997
Beans&Peafe450 6bl. 13s. 318 o
Oats 400 7bl 145. 418 o
Bariey 300 6bl 16s. 416 o 1,800bl. 1440
Potatoes 150 30bl. 7s.” 1010 O

3,000bl. 19350
2,800bl. 1840

a,500bl. 1578

Pafture 750 at 4os. per acre - - 1500
Fallow 250 - - - ®
Wattelands go - - 20
Straw fold in Edinburgh and clfcwherc - 412

L. 17,000

whicp
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which is at the rate of above 87s. an acre ; fo that the land
rent is equal to about two-fifths of the produce, °

Crops.—Hay is the principal article raifed in this diftric, the
great demand for that commodity at Edinburgh, fecuring a
conftant market. It is produced from red and yellow clover-
feed, mixed with rye-grafs, and is cut carly, The frequent
zepetition of this crop has leflened the returns; formerly 8
er 10 pounds of clover feed, along with 2 bufhels of rye-
grafs, were fufficient for an acre, and produced great crops
two years fucceffively ; now it is found difficult to raife hay
the fecond year, although double the quantity of clover-feed
isufed. Thefe fecds are fown with the foregoing crop of
barley, wheat, or oats, the ground being well pulverized.
Hay is a great favourite of the farmers, being an article eafy
to difpofe of, and cheaply reaped; the expence of cutting
and making feldom exceeds §s. an acre, even when the acre
produces above 200 ftones. Sometimes, though rarcly, a fee
sond crop is made in the fame year,

Wheat takes the lead of all other grain here, the farmers
being induced to fow as great a quantity as poffible, in order
that its lucrative returns may better enable them to pay the
high rents common in the parith. It is fown in every fitua-
tion, on every foil, and often with very little attention to the
ftate of the.ground, by which, and by frequently repeating
this impoverifthing article, the crops are by no means fo good
as they were formerly, Of this alteration the farmers are now
become fenfible ; and, though they fill endeavour to have a
confiderable portion of their lands in wheat, they are more
attentive to have the ground on which it is fown in good con.
dition. Summer fallow, potatoes, beans and peafe, and rag-
faugh, (i. ¢. two or three ploughings after a crop of hay) feem

now
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now to be the fyftems moft generally adopted for preparing
the land to bear a crop of wheat.

Beans and peafe, fingly or mixed together, sre raifed in
gonfiderable quanties 3 part is fown in drills, and regularly
hotfe hoed, though this pratice is far from being general,
Qats are ftill n.uch cultivated, though not in fo great a pro-
portion to other grain as formerly. Dutch oats have, in
fome places, lately been tubftituted inttead of barley ; as they
are well adapted to 1are fowing, anc thus enable the furmer
to work aus 1and i the tame manner as for barley. A large
quantiry ot barley was torme;ly raifed in this aifrri€l, where
the whole dung of the farm yard was ufual:y put on the bar.
ley land, which with fiequent pioughirgs, infured a lucrauve
return. But ot lare, the drng be ny, almoft enuircly allorted
to the wheat, the barlcy uas deciined m quahty, and be-
coluc fo u..prontic, that tume tarmers have cutircly given up
that article, fubftituting n its place Dutch oats as betore
mentioned, T'he quantity of barley produced in the panfh,
is, however, by no means trifling.

Potatoes form a great article of produce, the vicinity of
Edinburgh affording an opportunity of difpofing of them to
advantage. Lhere are fome turnips, cabbages, carrots, and
yams, cultivated here, though the quantity is very fmall.
The yams are a very produlive crop, never yielding lefs
than 50 bolls, and fometimes 100, of 28 ftones each, per
acre, even without dunging the land. No part of the pafture
ground is let at lefs than 30s. an acre, and fome vields a
rent of 45 s. and gos. the produce is therefore moderatcly
eftimated at 4os. per acre.

Rotation of Crops.~No certain rotation of crops prevails in
"~ this
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thés MQM’F m qf the f llowing fyftems is, how-
ever, ufgallx adoP(ed. iy ycar, ..furmmr fallow, or hay and

rag faugh ; 3d, wheat ; 34, oats; .qth, heans and peafe ; sth,
begley ;. 6th, hqy. Or, i, fummcr-fillow; 2d, wheat; 3d
beans § 4th, wheat ; (5th, barlcy 3 Gth, hay. )

Mmr:.—'unq pnncgpal manure is ﬁablc and ftreet dung
from hdwburgh and Lath, of which about 10,000 cart
loads ere annually brought iuto this diftni&, that, one with
another, coft about 1s. prume coft, and 1s. 6d for car-
rige, making a total expence of L.1250, and much the
fame quantity of ftable dung, &c. may be made within the
panfh The long continued ufe of the town dung has tilled
the foil full of every kind of annual weeds, in pamcular,
bird-feed or wild muftard, called here fealdricks, ot which
the fields aré in one continued blow m the early part of
fummer. Somctimes lime is ufed from' Burdyhoufe or Gil-
merton, of which 40 to 80 bolis of fhells are*laid on each
acre, and coft 1s. 4d. per boll.  Murle was difcovered fome
years ago, on the farms of Marchfield and Craigcrook,
where a confiderable quantity Was procured ; but the work-
iag it becoming very expenfive, is now difcontinued, aud the
pits are drowncd.

Implements of Hy jband/y —-Small’s chain plough, drawn by
two horfts, is generally ufed, which 1s much preferabie to
the old Scots ploughs, that required four horfes and a dri-
ver. Harrows are generally of the old kind, wich 4 balls and
20 iron teeth, improved by flots inttead of runys; there are
alfo fome of Lord Kames's harrows ufed here. Dung carts
hold above 29 cubic feet, are mounted on ftout nirrow
wheels 4} feet diameter, with iron axles, weigh about § ewt.
altoge'her, and ufually carry 16 cwt, two horfes being

‘Vou. 1. Pt Ee '  yoked
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yoked to cach; but fingle horfe cayts sre cfen whd, %
which it is afferted one horfe can draw 12 cwt. as tafily m
two do 16 in the former. Corn carts are Smple wmashmes,
mouated occafionally upon the wheels of thg dyng carts, for
griving hay or unthrefhed grain. There are many drill
plonghs; plenty of ftone roliers g} fect long, and 14 inches
diameter; a few of Mr Sandiland’s fod -cutters ; fome very
complete thrething machines upon a large icale, and one of
3 peculiar conftrugtion invented by Mr Robertfon 3t Gran.
ton, which, though by no means comparable in ﬁmgdl to
the former, anfwers the purpofc fuﬁcnently, l, cofting
only L. 20, is within the reach of cven the inferior order of
farmers *.

Draught Cattle~—All draught work in the parith is per
formed by horfes, which come chiefly from Linlithgow and
Lanark fhires, meafure from 15 ta 16 hands high, and coft
from L. 16 to L.20. There may be about 200 horfes now
employed in hufbandry work, whereas the nuwber was for.
merly double, when four hories werg almoft univerhally
Yoked to each plough.

Prices of Labour.~There arc about 100 ploughmen and
garters, whofc annual wayes ate from L. 4 to L, 5 in money,
36 3. for kitchent, 10s. for two pair of fhoes, 65 bolls of
pat-meal, diet in harveft, a free houfe and garden, the car- ‘
yxagcof their coals, and fome fmall perquiites, all which |

may

® Qf thefe implements, Small’s plou L.a,2 ;
sart complete, Lglqn o,'a con;caxl"t 158: ﬁa Qone Q‘:ﬁ
with the frame L. 3. i
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compared with their wages in 1960, which were no moré
than L 8, including every article ; and even {0 late as 1775,
L. g was reckoned high emolument. Maid fervadts of fare
mers get L. 3 pov agnuss, and are majntained in the houfe:
Baramen and other able-bodied labourers are paid at the
mtcof §3. and 6s. per week, when conftantly employed ;
when only occafionally, 1s. 2d. per day. A mafon®s wages
i 1% 8d. a day, and a hay citter’s 1. 6d. to 1s. 8d. peF
day. Recapers get from 6d. td i s. 4 day, ind maintenance
during harveft. Women working in the ficlds earn in ge-
teral d 3 day, and are much better employed than former-
ly, there now being a gteat deal of hoking, weeding, and
picking performed by them, infomuch that they ufually have
at leaft one half of the year outwdrk, When not thus ems
ployed, they betake themfclves to fpinning, at which they
feldom make more than 3d. a day:

Work by the picte is tiow comitig into tifc, i which corst
is cut &t gs. per acre on an average, and threfhed at 6d. per
boil. Hay is cut from 1s. 6d. to 3s. per acre, according td
the weight of the crop, and made in fome cafes at 2s. pef
xre. Stonc and lime dikes built at 12s. per reod, materials
being furnithed by the employer 3 houfes, bards, and ftables
& 253, dittes

The following table exhibité i comparative ftate of the
prices of Jabour in 1760, 1775, and 17g0:
AP!oogl\mn Maid-fervant  Day-labourer  Mafon Women in gos
perammtm. - fer ennum.  per day. pirdsy.  becal per day:
1760 L.8 1 o L.116 o0 L.o 6 7 L.o 1 t' L:o o 4
177¢ 920 26e oo0t0 o1 4 oo §

173%9 13 8o 3Joo o012 c18 o006
Fipericis
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Fiferies.—The fitherles abe it"s fow ebB, ‘the’ oylter A0
ery being much’ dégenerated’ from ‘wlhiat it wa¥ aboit 5o
years ago, when eleven large boatt belon Ing to Cramond
were conflantly occnp'ed' during” the ftafm A "dragging
oyfters, the greateft part of wiicitwaefold to Duitch veffels a¢
an average of ‘48 the herring bartel. * “I'Re fealps Swete thed
fo produdtive, that it was ufuzl'“for aboat with five Rands tor
make 30s. a day ; but they art now’ fo'much déftroyed, pro?
bably with over ‘Fthing, as to employ it prefeht nd more
than 4 or 5 boats, and thefc'only occafionally. Fhe: fealps
about Inch’ Mlckcry, bclongmg to' Lady Greenwith, asé le®
at a rent of L.24° per annum, 'to the ‘Newhaven ‘fifhers.:
"The Amon formierly abounded with a viristy of fith; fuch as
trouts, grilles®, 'f&mé falmon, 'and ‘gréat pleritj""of fmghs
but owing to hmmg ‘the adjaccnt grounds, ‘and vhtcﬂng Rax
in the river, it was for fomec ycaﬂ lmoft tbt:lly ‘deferted by
thefe different kinds cf fith,- which are fill extremely feirce.
Whales have fometimes been firanded on the fands here, pam-
cularly in 1690 when no lefs 2’ nuitRrthan 15, (hlugh of'the
very finalleft fort, were feft ‘by the tide on the fhore fouth
of Cramond Hlind; and i’ i76y, two df the fpeimacent
kind, each ga feet loag, were ‘cift n(hore'notfarhom the
village of Cramond.

Minerals. —Free-ftone abounds in feveral places; as slfo

w hin-ftone, moor-ftone, and granite. lron-ftone is found
a any the fhore at Caroline Park § and ' there is a great ap-
weanance of coal on the fea fide in the caftern part of Royf<
v :u, and the .adjacent lands of Wardic, where large ftams
: . . . are .

> A fmaller fpecies of falmon, o the coommon , falneon ,
of a yean old. Naturalits have not determined this point with,
certainty.
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dre perceivable’ Both ' aBove aid Below: thretide matk.Bhe
treighbouring people, whenfuckis-feiree; often éarryoﬂﬁ'ar&
theace parcels f coal, though of 4k exccédmg poor qnalxt);

A pit'was funk {4 Pilfcin wood in 1788, but'wis {o6m abans
dorted on aétourtt of tht badnefs of Yhe¢dal; ind there ar8
in the tinks bfﬁoyﬂ'oun thic veftiges of Feveral pits. ' On thé
lands of Marchfieldis a {pring of mﬁml- -water, called' the
Welf &F Spiw, reckoned’ beneficial” in fcorbutic cﬂ&s, ¥
highly pnrgmve‘whcn takcn in quantmes. S z

i - 1 L ha s B

- Pillage of Crdmomf —The vxllagc ‘0f Cramend, ‘fitvatéd on
the eaft fide'of -che Amon,. at’ its jundien with’ the Porth;
contafos §4 families, 300 inhalirants, tioftly iron workmen]
failors, and day Iabbarers. It has a Karbour; (fpecified i thé
records’ of Exchequer--as-a creck. withih the port of Leithy
fo-which belong-y #56ps, chiefly employed by the iron works}
meafuring 288 tons, and-‘rmansed with'z} ftamen and ‘3w
preatices. The Amon is navigable only for the fpace of a
qumer%fd n!tlé’ibovb“m momb. pen e et

.. : 2.0 e
CharcB, Patmi, Stipend; and School ~IThe dmub wab oo
gy built in 16465 but' his bectt frequently repaired cand
enlirged fince tMaf ‘timé.’ “The patron-fs- *Mr Rimfay of
Barnton. The ftipend, as asgmemted in 1665, is; mbnéy,
L. 84503 hrley, au} bolls; " oatd, 53¢ bolldy &heat 1o
bolls 3 heal, 8 bolls; WhE 2 commodious rhénft, sitd 2 'gledl
of ‘above s acres of rich land. The ftitsodmatter’ fulury ¥
L. 1032 : 11, with 4} Solie of dyrley. - The intercfrof b 2 ¢
was granted by Sir John Inglis in 1786nca-Suniag-felsoo].
The fees for writing and Englith are 1 5. 4 d. the quarter;
for Arithtietic and'Eatin 38, ‘Fhere afic behides todo private
fchools, The fchohwreost ithe: thirce fthovls, taken togethery
may annually amount to 150. A gt L poed
S Parochial

PO ..,-..
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Parochiol Funds.~~The parochial funds amount to above
1. 12120, yiclding an annuslresit of above L. §6; the collec.
tions at the church doors come to about L. 393 and the proe
#its of the mortcloths to above L 7 annually; making a total
yearly income of above L. 102, With this fam, 4t ordinary,
and 16 extraordinary poor, are fupported and relicved, ac.
eording to their . feveral necefities ; after which there com-
soaly remains a fmall furplus, at the end of each year, to
sugment the capital fund. This is ftated from the average
of the reccipts and difburfements for 10 years paft, including
in the former the colleftions on facramental occafions, the ave-
rage of which L. 6:4:q aonually; a tnfling fum compared
with the produce at the communion 1690, L. 20 : § : 0, and
1691, L. 23: 15 :0. Towards the end of the laft, and begine
ming of the prefent century, ‘the annual contributions were
much the fame as at prefent, while the average number of or

. dinary poor is now more than doubled,

. Charitable Foundations. — Craigcrook mortification is an

eftate ot above L. 300 per annum, which was mortified for
charitable and pious ufes, but not confined to this purith, by
John Strachan of Craigcrook, about the 1720, The mans.
gers arc two Advocates, two Writers to the Sigoet, and the
whole Prefbytery of Edinburgh, under the controul of the
Lords of Scfion; and thefe managers are, in terms of the
deed of mortification, dire@ed ¢ to employ » difcreet perfon
@ to uplift the rents when due, and, as uplifted, to employ
® the fime as the forefaid perfoms order, to peor old men,
“ women, and orphans.”

Population.—The population has of late years diminithed
sonfiderably, as appears from the folloming ftatement, taken
om the parith regifters: 1

: Baptifms,
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Mals. Females. Totsl,
Trem 168010 1690 55y 1113 1072 68e
©3700®W 1719 §43  §09° o5 86
3730t0 1739 5§13 §30 1033 674
174010 1759  §i% 451 963 48
1P60t01779 386 373 759 45t

Total in 3 century 3510 2368 4878 5811

.About the 3750, when Dr Webfter made his inquiry inte
the numbers of the people in Scotland, the return from this
purith was 1468 individuals. From an effimatc taken i
37835, there were then 319 families, and 1340 fouls, viz.

Families. Individuals,
37 -Gentlemen 30d fariners, (fervants ududed), coa- '
talmng L] - - 309

20 Iron workmen - - 9t
33 Seamen - . - s6
218 - Wrights, carpm, cooper, . 48
30 Gardeners - - 42
8 Weavers - - - - 48

9 Maxfoms . - - - - 3‘
6 Smiths . - - - « . 2
§ Taylors - e
9 Brewer, baker, huubr, iboemaher. bendle. udav
water, and {choolmafter - . -. 38
‘393 Common laboprers, &, ¢ = - 637

an 1340
o
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Of thefe 14 familiesaomfl pf 1 individual cach, total 14

” 1 .= HEER - 152

° Gt ? - 3: A R s
« . 5. - - I LI I 216
s » - . §: = - 195
. 24 * 6 - -~ 144
1. 18 .. ¥ < i - . 126
-- - 33 - - . 8. - - 104
[ 4 . .9 - - = .. - 36
2 - 10 - - 20

« 3 " 1 A “33
o 2 - 12 * - - ¢
[ I 3 . . ' 13 - - - ”
c. By, e . 34 ..., L 14
Poe - s e e e

° i - - XG - - - ' x‘
- ovamap— ) : ) B O—T‘-

s 319 - 1340

« Even this number.has fince diminithed; for Me Bgr,
the prefent mimifter of Cramond, hawng very obligimgly ta-
ken a lit of the parith, found, that, in the prefent yegr,
1990, it eontained 299 families only, and 1112 fonis. The
xaufes of this diminution in the numbers of the people are,
she remeval of mechanics to towas, the Jailure of the oyfter
Sithery, and the increafe of pafture ground. Some years ago,
a large property, confilting of five farms, was wholly tumed

into gnfs, and Rill remains in.the fame &ate. o
Dife /qﬁ.r.-—Agu&s, fome years ago, aﬁ'e&cd the com
qepple fo much during the {pring and fummer moaths, gbst
the neceflary hufbandry work was with difficulty pcrformed
fr want of hands. This difeafe ufed to be excecdingly fe-
vere
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vere and diftrefing 3 but, fince the year 1278, it has almoft
wholly difappeared from this neighbourhood, which may be
attnbuted, nnagrcu meafure, to the thorough draining of
the grounds.

Roods and Seats.—~The roads in this diftri&t are kept in ex-
cellent repair, being chiefly compofed of granite broken into
fmall pieces, and firewed on the middle of the road; after
which, the fides and ditches are clear-d of rubbifh, which is
thrown over, and foon incorporates with the ftones. The
public road from Edinburgh to Qucensferry, one of the plea-
fanteft and meft frequented in Scotland, traverfes great parg
of the parith, croffing the Amon 3t Cramond bridge. Many
feats adorn this difin&. Royftoun is onc of the largeft hou-
fes in the three Lothians. '

Eminert Men.—Of perfons meriting to be particularly
maeationed, the moft diftinguithed emineat men, who were
either natives of, or reflident proprietors in, the parifh, arg,
1, Joha Elphinftone, fecond Lord Balmerinoch, a nobleman
noted for his fpirited oppofition to the tyrannical prooeedings
of Charles 1. for which he narrowly efcaped lofing his head,
and for being the beft frienc that the Covenanters ever had,
s he fpent a great fortune in fopport of their caufe.’ 2d, Sir
Thomas Hope of Gragtoun, well known as one of the ableft
and moft fuccefsful lawyers at the Scottith bar, to whofe un-
remitted exertions, and found advice, the firm eftablithment
of the Prefbyterian mode of worthip in this kingdom is im a
great meafore owing, 3d, Sir William Hope of Grantoun,
his grandfon, who was diftinguithed for fuperior proﬁc»ency
in all the fathionable accomplithments of the times in which
be lived, particularly for great fkill in fencing, on which he
publifhed a cclebrated treatife.  4th, That fine fcholar, an

Vor. L F§ pleafan
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pleafant companion, but crafty and flippery fatefman, 'George
Mackenzic, firft Earl of Cromarty, whofe numerous works
wre well knowd. §th, John Law of Laurifton, Comptroller
General of the Finances in France, one of the mioft ‘extraor:
dinary charafters that this or any other country has produ.
ced, to whofe great merit and abilities fuflicient juftice has
tiot yet bech done. G6th, George Cleghorn, an eminent phy-
fician in Dublin, the firft perfon that eftablifhed what could,
with any degree of propriety, be called an amatomical fchoo
in Ireland. 7th; William Cleghorn, who was affbciated with
his uncle George, juft now mentioned, as Profefior of Ana
tomy in Trinity College Dublin, but died foon afterwards in
1783, at the age of 38, univerfally regretted,

Mifcellangous Obfervations. —There are 3 coaches, and 4 foure
wheeled chaifes in this parith; 7 licenfed ale-houfes. The
‘corruption among the lower clafles, fays the Rev. Mr Bomar,
the minifter, is mournful ; as perhaps in few country parithes,
the liberties and vices of the town are any where morg accns
rately copied.

NUM.
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NUMBER XXVIIN
PARISH OF DALMENY.

By the Rev. Mr THOMAS RosseTson, F. R. S. Enmn.

Situation and Extent.
HIS parith is fituated in the fhire and prefbytery of
Linlichgow, in the fynod of Lothian and Tweeddale.
It is, from ecaft to welt, near 4 miles long, and between 2 and
3 broad 1. It is bounded on the eaft by the parith of Cramond;
on the fowh by Cramond and Kirklifton; on the weft by
Abercorn; and on the north by the Firth of Eorth. There
is a diftri& of it upon the weft, not included within the above
limits, called Auldcathy, entisely disjoined from it by the pa-
rithes of Abercorn and Kirklifton, and which antiently, it is
faid, formed a feparate parith. ‘The lands of Auldcathy are,
from eaft to weft, about a mile and a half long; and, from
fouth to north, near a mile broad. They lic about 4 miles
caft from Linlithgow; partly upon the fouth, and partly up-
on the north, of the great road between Linlithgow and Edig-
burgh. :

Name, and Language.—Dumanay, the original name of the
parith, is faid to mean, in the Gaelic, a Yack beath; of which,
probably, "a great portion of the higher grounds in it onoe
confifted, The Gaelic, or Cchic, was the original tongue of

‘the
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the whole Ifland ; and Gaclic names, it may be obferved, fiill
prevail to a very great exteat in it, particularly in Scotland 3
for, although a forcign language was brought hither from
the Continent by the anceftors of the greater part of the pro-
fent inhabitants, many original names, particularly thofe of
places, were naturally retained. Thus, Dundar (a place in
this parith) is faid to be the Gaelic for ¢ hill of fallow dcer *;* |
Mens hill, for a ¢ bill uncultivated.” Inftanees of fuch deria |
vations are numerous in the neighbourhood, and elfewhere ; |
8s the Forth, or the “ water;” Inch Garvy, or “rough ifland;®
Kirklifion, or « a place inclofed on a river ;* Linlithgow, oe }
« dog’s pool ;” Torphichen, or * fight-hill ;” Colder, or « cake
“ wood.” The language which was brought from the Con-
‘tinent, and which is now general over the Ifland, was partly i
ntroduced by the Anglo-Saxons, in the fifth century, into
England ; and partly by the Dano-Saxons, in the ninth and
eleventh, both into England and Scotland. The Dano-Saxon
has continued: to be fpoken in the greater part of Scotiand,
‘and particularly what is called the Lowlands, with little devi-
ation from the original, till near the prefent times, in which

it has been giving place very rapidly to the modern Englith
‘language. The caufe of this, independent of the compara-

. -tive merits or demerits of the two dialefls, has been the union

of the Scottifth and Englith crowns ; from which, as England
is the larger and wealthier country, and is, befides, the court
end of the Ifland, the Englith tongue has gained the afcen-
dancy, and become the ftandard of fathion and of propriety.

Surface

*® Horns of deer have lately been dug up'in its fkirts; and
feme bones of fuch dimenfions, as render it probable that they
zlw ed to.the moofe-deer, or fome other of the largeft of the

g {pecies.
. )

.
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Surface amd Air.~The parith lies bigh in'the middle, de=
clines fomewhat to the weft, has a very confiderabie decliviey
to the fouth, and fill more to the north, where it terminates
with'a bold bank upon the Forth. Within it are three long
rocky and woody ridges, or rather little hills, Mons-hill,
Dundas hill, and Craigie-hill ; the profpe&ts from which are
both remarkably extenfive and diverfified. The view from
Mons-hill, in particular, has been celebrated for its almoft
. unequalled compafs and beauty. Standing upon the top of

this ridge, you fee the mountain of Ben-Lomond on the weft;
the Ochil and Lamond hills to the north; North Berwick-
Law, the Bafs, and I{le of May, to the eaft; Pentland and
Lammer-muir hills to the fouth. Befides the Forth, and the
numerous towans, villages, feats, woody hills, and rifing
grounds, on each bank of it, the charming park of Barn.
boogle lies immediately under the eve, charaterifed for its
bold waving furface, compofed of the fineft heights and lawns,
and alfo for the variety, elegance, and fancy, of the rides
within its circuit. The profpeét extends, in general, as far
as the eye can reach; and fixteen counties, in whole or in
part, are faid to be within the view. Different travellers have
remarked, that this fcenery is among the fineft 1n Europg
This may account for the falubrity of the air, for which the
parith has been noted ; owing, perhaps, to its high fituation,
and to its being guarded from the eaft and weft winds by.
the hills within its bounds. The village of Dalmeny, which
lies delightfully fituated, nearly in the line between Mons-
hill and Dundas-hill, is, from this circumftance, proteted
from the north-eaft and fouth-weft winds; the former the
. moft baleful, and the latter the moft violent, in this country.
The longevity of its inhabitants has been often remarked :
Mr Nafmith, the late minifter, who was 63 years in office
here, died at 91 ; Mrs Nafmith near the fame age; the fchool-
mafter
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mafter and besdle above 80; fo that the four contempararies
made up above 340 years. Near this village, three perfoms
of onc family died this year, whofe ages, taken together, were
about 240 years. From the parith regifter it appears, that,
jn tho courfe of thefe 36 years paft, 35 perfons have died
between 5o and Go years of age; 48 between 6o and 703 58
between 70 and 80; 26 between 80 and go; and 3 at go
and upwards. The purity of the air has, among other con-
fiderations, occafioned a great number of gentlemens fons tp
be fent as boaruers to the parifh fchool here.

Seil, Acres, and Rent—The foil of the higher grounds is,
in general, a thallow poor clay, for the moft part on a cold
bottoin, and which, in feveral places, borders on till. That
of almoft all Autdcathy is nearly the fame. The harveft, on
this account, is near two weeks later than in the acighbouring
parithes of Cramond and Kirklifton. At the fame tume, there
are fome confiderable tracls, particularly the declivities and
lower lying lands, which are a good loam; but, in feveral
places, interinixed with fand. In this parith arc alfo a few
fpots of what is called perpetual foil, cxceeding]y fertile,
and which have had no dung, it is faid, in the memory of
man. Part of the minifter’s garden is of this kind, which

has been long known to produce great crops; and, of late, .

furprifing ones of potatoes have been reared. For experi-
ment’s fake, potatoes were lately planted on a portion of it,
fix years running, anJ the laft crop was as good as the firft.
Dung was applicd one year, but the plants ran to ftalks and
leaves ; the roots were nnnicrous, but very fmall. The num-
ber of acres in the whole parifh is above 4500. Hills, plan-
tations, avenues, &c. may occupy about 00 of thefe; about
2300 are in pafture, and 1700 in tillage, Rent is from 6.
t0 403, the acre: The greater part lets at from 20 8. to 305.;

the

1
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the beft 1and from gos. to 40s. [he total rent cannot be
¢xadtly afecrtained, as in fome farms it is partly paid in
vitual, the price of which varies every year; but it may
probably be cftimated at about L. 000 Sterling yearly. The
valued reat is L. 9620 Scots. '

Culture.~From the nature of the foil, which is in great
part wet, the difficulty in culture is to keep the lands clean §
hence turnip crops alfo, and the winter feeding of cattle, are
In many places debarred. On account of the diftance
from great towns, dung can hardly be conveyed thence; and
little more of courfc is ufed, than what is made on each par-
ticular farm. There is a bed of fhell marl in 2 marth ad-
Jjoining to Dundas-hill, but it has been little wronght. Lime,
which is in the near neighbourhood, has been applied to &
confiderable extent. The principal white crop raifed, is
eats 3 next barley and wheat. The rotation has here, as in
fo many other {)laccs, beert much amended of late years, by
introducing green crops, and by fummer fallowing ; two of
the moft capital improvements in hufbandry. Two horfe
ploughs upon §mall’s plan, another great improvement, are
alfo coming into general ufe.  Almoft every farm is enclofed
and fubdivided by hedges, hedgerows, and belts of planting.
The farmers here are both induftrious and intelligent ; and,
indeed, this may be faid now, of the greater part of the far-
mers in the three Lothians, and in feveral other counties..
As rents, however, feem to be too high in many places, it is
to be hoped, from the great number of well informed and
public fpirited gentlemen in Scotland, that fuch leafes
will' be granted, not only enabling the farmers to live,
but to live cafily, to make experiments, to run rifks, and
confequently to promote knowledge and improvements in
hufbandsy. A contrary courfe, would both effentially en.

danger
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danger agriculture, and the population which depends on if.
We know the happy ftate of the greater part of England,
where rents are moderate, and the farmers are enjojmg in
fecurity, that plenty and comfort, which are the rewa:ds of
their labours. Agriculture may be affirmed to be (wirhout
at all derogating from manufaétures aud trade) one of the
moft permanent pillars on which any nation can reft; and
they would highly deferve the name ot patriots, who thould
firetch forth a generous hand to cherith hufbandmen, pro-
mote improvements beneficial both to the landlord aud to
the tenaat, and enfure the moft ftable and virtuous ncome
which a people can pofle(s.

Depopulation and the caufe of it.~From all accounts the pag
rith was tormerly uch more populous than it is at prefent,
According to Dr Weolter, the numbers 30 or 4O years ago,
were 1102; but as his furvey appears in this parith, and pcr';
haps 1n moft others, to have been confined to examinable pes-

-fons onlv, the whole number of fouls was probably thea
1300 or mure. In :776, the number ot fouls was 1034;
in the preient year 1790, it is only go7. The annual aver-
age of births for a century patt, is 33 ;.in the former half of
it trom 1691 to 1740, it is 39 ; in the later from 1741 to
1790, it is only 27. And the decline (acedlefs to be ftated)
has been gradual ; from 1771 to 1580 the number is 23,
from 1781 to 1790 it is 18. The depopulation appears to
thave been occafioned folely by one large diftrit having been
turned from tillage into pafture. This tralt may confift per-
haps of 1500 acres, upon which formerly, it is faid, were
15 or 16 farmers ; at prefent, anc for fome time paft, there
has not been ene. Probably the decreafe of inhabitants in
feveral other parifhes has been owing very much to a fimilar
caufc. The union of farms has often been flated as a cufe

of
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. depopulation ; but the fa&t feems very difputable. In
many inftances popnlation has been known to increafe, on a'
great farmer’s fucceeding to a number of fmall ones, And
the reafon is plain to thofe who make an attentive obferva-
tion. A fmall farmer has feldom any cottagers, his men fer-
vants are. unmarried, apd lodge in his houfe or offices. The
reverfe is the cafe of a great ‘farmer; almoft the whole of
his men fervants have feparate houfes, are married, and have
a numerous and healthy progeny. The number of farmer-
families is indeed greater in fmall farms, but the whole po-
pulation appeags in {feveral m&ances, at lcaﬁ to be’ 1ei§ But
cven admitting it to be greater in gcncral the hufbandry is
for the moft,part-bad, puny.- craps are raifed, men may be more
.numerous, but both men and beafts are dlmoft in a ﬁarvmg
-gondition. The recent and excellent pra&ncc of ufing two
horfe ploughs, has alfo been ftated as a caufe of dcpopuh.
tion, as it reduces the number of hands neceflary to be eme
ployed ; but befides the expence of culture being thereby
leflened, and the value of land confequently raifed, it may
be obferved, that were wafte lands cultivated, and the cul.
ture of others carncd to the extent, ‘and to the perfc&mn
which it ought, and which it is to be hoped, will one day be
the cafe, the numbers of thofe who fubfift by hutbandry,
would become greater -than they have ever yet been. At
any rate, population is far from depending folely upon agri-

Wages aml Expence of Living.—The wages of a dayslae
bourer are now generally 1 s., of a carpenter 13. 6d., of @
‘mafon 1s. 8d., of a maid-fervant.25s. the half year, of a
ploughman between L. 12 and L. 13 annually, neasly one
half of which is paid in money, and the other in oat-meal.
:Pefides which, ploughmen have generally a.free.houfe, a lit

Vor-L - Gg tle
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tle garden, carriage of coals and their vituals in harveft. A
day-labourer earns between L. 14 and L.15 yearly; but
from this the rent of his houfe and garden, which is ordina-
rily about 1§ s. is to be dedu@ed. Their wives are cccafion-
ally employed by the farmers on the fields; at other times,
befides earning fomething by fpmmng, wafhmg, &c. they
frequently nurfe children which turns to great emolument.
Their children are alfo at times employed by the farmers.
In harveft the wages given to the Highlanders who come in
great numbers to cut down the crop of moft part of Scot-
land, are perhaps at an average, about 8d.a day, with their
viftuals. The expence of living among the common pcople,
is at leaft, no greater in gencral, than their incomes. How-
ever numerous their families may be, thcy feldom receive,
nor need any aid from the poor’s funds. Their food confifts
of oat-meal poryidge, oat-cakes and peafe-bannocks, barley-
broth, with greens, potatoes, butter-milk and water. Some
begin now to ufe wheaten bread and fmall- beer, but feldom
any eat butcher meat, The luxurics in which thcy indulge,
are tea, and what is worfe, whxﬂq Scarcely any fail to put
their children to fchoal to learn Englith, writing, and arith-
metic. In general, fervants, labourcrs, and tradefmen, live
worfe, and perform lefs labour than in England. Bqt while
thofe of the fame clafs in England have better food and
more of it, it appears that in fa&, they daily cat up their all
4and hence when their familics are any-wife numerous, re.
courfe muft be had ta the parith money. On the contrary,
in Scotland, many half ftarve themfelves, in order to make
favings ; not a few lay by fcvcral pounds Sterling, which
they referve for old age, for putting their children to 3p-
prenticethips, or for otherwife bettering their own conditipn,
or that of their families. A fpirit for enterprife and for rif-
ing in the world, chara&erifes the Scots in general 5 and this

‘ bay
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has fo remarkably pervaded all ranks for thefe 40 or 50
years paft, that perhaps no people have in fo (hort a period,
made fo great advances in indufiry, agriculture, manuface
tures, refinement, public revenue, and private wealth, as the
people of Scotland.

Posr.—The funds confift of the rent of poors-lands, in-
tereft of poors-money, weekly collettions, dues of. mort-
cloths, &c. and the hire of a hearfe which. was given to
the parith by the family of Dundas. The annual income
from thefe funds, at an average for thefe ten years paft, is
about L.41, and the number of the ordinary poor, a
bout 2. '

School.—Englifh and writing are taught at 1s. 6d. the
quarter: Arithmetic, Latin, and French, at 2s. 6d. ‘Lhe
{choolmafter’s falary, which confifts both of the parith falary
and of the intereft of a mortification of L. 300, amaunts to
about L. 25 yearly, including the emoluments of the feflion.
clerkfhip. The number of fcholars within the parifh is
from 30 to 40; of boarders from 20 to 30, at 20 guineas per

LaRNBUM,

Church, &c.—The parith church, from the ftyle of its
architeéture, which is Saxon, or a mixed fpecies between the
Greek and Gothic, feems to be 7 or 8 hundred years old.
It is a very clegant fmall fabric, all of cut ftone, 84 feet long
by 25 broad, but the breadth diminithes towards the tri-
bune, or rounded eaft end. The great door and windows
have femicircular pediments ornamented with many mould-
ings, and fupported on the fides by fingle round columns,
without any diminution. The windows have a very elegant
Grecian appearance, and were it not for the Gothic capi-

‘ tals
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tals of the columns, and the fhafts being too thicK for theid
heighth, the whole might be taken for Greek architefture.
But the chicf beauty of this chirch is in the infide, which
ffrikes every fpeQtator when entering from the weft. About
one half of the church on the eaft end is covered with vault-

ed roofs, commencing with a large femicircular arch, and di~

vided nearly into two équal parts, by a finaller arch farther
eaft. The arches are richly adorned with: fucceffive tires of
‘mouldings, chiefly in a flarry fhape:” The fiall one hasa
very clegant enrichment introduced into it} confifting of a
flender reed ftrung at diftances with little cylinders. The
church of Warthwick in England, near Carlifle, and whith
was built before the times of William the Conqueror, haéa
ftriking refemblance to this at Dalmeny, but is far inferior in*
point of embellifhntent. The manfe was built in 1777. The
flipend was augmented the fame year, atid confifts of § bolls of
wheat; 33 bolls 3 pecks 1 lippie barley; 9 bolls 1 peck 1 lip-
pie meal; 16 bolls obts; and L. 54 :17: 8} § Sterling, amount-
’mg in whole, this prefent year, to about L 109 Sfcrlmg, the
pncc of wheat being between 23 and’24's. ,ofbarlcy between
17 and 18s. ; of meal between 16 and' 17's.; and of oats be-
tween 14 and 15s. the boll.  The glebe is between 5 and‘6:
acres of good foil. The laft prefentation was given by the
"Earl of Rofcbery ; againff which the late Eail' of Hopetoun
protefted, as Vice-Patron, but waved his claini to the exek-
“cife of that right till the next vacancy.

" Minerals.—A coal pit has been recently funk on the Farl
of Hopetoun’s lands of Auldcathy ; but the fuccefs of the trial
is not yet known. Appearances of coal have alfo lately been
‘obferved on Mr Dundas’s eftate of Newhalls. There is whin-

_ftone rdck, and alfo abundance of that fpecics of grey granite

|
|
|
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&alled moor-flone *, of which the many excellent roads in this
parith are made. There may be mentioned a fingular bafal«
fic rock upon the fouth fide'of Dundas-hill, 2506 yards long,
and generally about 6o or 70 feet high; This rock is almofi
perpendicular in its front, and confiftsof light blueith granite;
of a very clofe and fise texture: The ‘mafles are in an irre-
gular columnar ftate, feparated by chennels or furrows ; buy
many well defined regular prifms are to be obferved. At the
foot of the fteep, and almoft perpendicular bank on which
this reck lies, is a morafs of about 9 acres of fhell marls But
what is chiefly remarkable and: valuable as a mineral in this
parith, is the vaft bed of free-flone upon the fea-cofts A
quarry of this excelient ftone has been wreughs, to the ex~
rent of 3 acres, a-little to the weft of the borough-of Queenfy
ferry ; andy befides fupplying the demands of the neighboure
Mood, great Juantities of it were privately exported for build
jng the fortifications and quay of Dunkirk. All the finc
fone carvings of Earl Fife’s elegant houfe at Banff were exe~
cuted here upon the fpot, and fent thither in cafes by fea. A:
large bapti{mal font, § feet in diameter, intended for the Conw
tisent, with its bottom' uppermoft, and covered with fea-weed'
and fhell fith, lies oppofite vo this quarry a good way within
the fea mark 3 and which the antiguary might fancy to be

onc of the remains of fome Poppith church ohce ftanding

there, that had been overwhelmed by the fea. Grindftones
are manufaftured at this quarry, and. annually exported to the
couatries on the Baltic. It is faid, that here, and clfewhere
on the coaft in this parith, there is fuch a quantity of frec-
fone, that fcarcely any demand could exhauft it.

. Antiquities,

* Whin-Rone, or porphyry (called toad.ftone, rag-lloné, &ec.
in England) differs from moor-Rone in this, that the formes
contains iron, and alfo fome lime.
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Antiguities—1. About a mile to the weft of Barnbougle
Caftle, on the top of a high fea bank, is an ancient cairn,
called by the country people the Ear/ Cairny; of a circula
thape, 500 feet in circumference, and 24 high in the middle;
faifed perhaps for the purpofe of a fepulchral monument,
The ftones are all fmall, confifting of granite, whin-ftone,
quartz, iron-ftone, and lime-ftone, and appear to have been
carried to it by the hand from the neighbouring grounds. A
portion only of the cairn now remains; the greater part of
the ftones having been taken away.. 2. In thdt part of the
parith which lies at the weft end of Queensferry, clofe by the
fhore, are the remains of a monaftery, founded about the
1330 by one of the lairds of Dundas, for Carmelite Friars.
The church, a fmall building in a very plain Gothic ftyle, is
ftill nearly entirc. 3. Near a mile to the weft of this, upon
a high fea bank, where a farm houfe now ﬁnnd;, there were,
about 40 or 5o years fince, confiderable ruins of probably an
old Roman jpeculatorium, confifting of a large carved window,
a fquare pillar, and a very confiderable quantity of hewn
ftones, which, it is faid, were carried to Dunkirk. There
were found feveral filver medals of Marcus Antoninus, with
a Vittory on the reverfe; alfo, the carved handle of a copper
veflel, and the bottom of an earthen urn, with the word ad-

Jfeti; the reft obliterated.

Antient Families, and Eminent Men.—1. The family of
Dundas of Dundas, from which that of Arnifton, and others,
are derived, has been traced by genealogifts ® back to the
Saxon Kings of England ; and that family has uninterrupted-
ly enjoyed a great eftate in this parith, in the male line, for near
700 years, The prefent proprictor is the 24th in defcent from

the

® Sir James Balrymple, Crawford, Nifbet, &c.
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the ﬁyﬁ!aird of Dundas ; and has in his pofifefffon one of the.

oldeft original writings in Scotland, being a charter granted
about the year 1120. The flately caftle of the family, erece
ted on a loafty fituation, fijll remains, but is uninhabited. 2.
The Craigies of Craigy were another anticnt and confiderable
family ; one of them bejng a witnefs to Dundas’s charter jufk
mentioned, After fome generations they terminated in an
beirefs, who, in 1 387, married Sir John Stewart, who thcnce
togk the title of Craigichall, where their pofterity continued
till about 1640, when the eftate of Craigichall was fold ; but
the family ftill continue refpeftable in the parith. 3. The
Mowbrays of Barnbougle have likewife a claim to high anti.
quity; the name of Philip Mowbray of Barnbougle occurring
about 12q0. In that name (of which were feveral Dukes of
Norfolk, Earls of Ncttingham, &c.) the eftate remained till
the 1620, when Sir Robert Mowbray fold it; whofe repre-
fentative, it is faid, is fill in the parifh, byt reduced to the
condition of a common feryant, Barnboygle Caftle fill re-
mains, aud is inhabited, but is no ways remarkabple, except for
its fancifu] fituation within the fca mark, and for its embrae
zures prefenting a ftrong front to the fea, 4. The late Wil
liam Wilkie, D. D. born in the village of Echlin in this parith,
O&. 5. 1721, and educated at the fchool of Dalmeny, After
revolving the hiftory of antient families in this and other pa-
rithes, many of which have fallen into decline, and may per-
haps pafs into oblivion, it may be obferyed, that the memo-
1y of a man of genius and learning is lefs fubject to perith,
The Epigoniad will probably be always admired, = Without
fpeaking of the happy choice of the fubjedt, and of the merit
of many of the charalters in that Epic poem, it may be
enough to fay, that the epifode of Hercules, taken by itfelf,
is fufficient to entitle the poet to perpetual fame. Dr Wilkie
was di!hnguxﬂ:ed for a ﬁngular compafs of knowledge, and

chicfly
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«hiefly for an originality of genius. In his youth he cults
~ated a fmall farm, and ftruggled long and hard with penu-
ry. He was afterwards minifter of Ratho; and laftly profef-
for of Natural Philofophy in the Univerfity of St Apdrews,
where he died in 1773, in his 52d year.

Population Table for 1790.

Souls - - 9o7 1 family confifts of 19
Families - 218 2 - - of 22

Males - < 429 Great heritors, and who
Females - - 478 refide - - 8
Agedbelow 10 - 204 Lefler heritors - 3
——between 10and 20 192 Very fmall proprietors 17
—————202nd 50 347 . Clergy (Eftablithed) 1
soand 70 141 Glergy(Seceders) - 1
——70and 100 43 Schoolmafters - 1
34 families confift of 1 Attornies = - 1
40 - - of 2 ‘Surgeons - - . 4
36 - - of 3 Great farmers -
30 =~ - of 4 Small ditto - 10
34 - == of 5§ ‘Bakers - - 2
1 - - of 6 Millers ¢ - - 1
1o - - of % Ferriers - - I
10 - - of ‘8 Smiths - - 4
2 - - of 9 Carpenters, &c. - 10
4 - - of 10 Mafons - - 3
2 - - o 11 Taylers - - 1
T - . of 14 Shoemakers - -
T -« - of a7 Weavers - -« 6
' ' Gardenens

® There is a flour mill, 2 barley mill, and an oat-meal mill

! at Cramond-bridg
‘ats are annually milled.

¢, at the laft of which about 1000 boils of
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Gardeners - 10 Shepherds : 5
Slaters and glaziers t Houfefervants - 78
Overleers - § Miller fervants  » 4
Midwives - 1 Scamen - - 132
Carters, &c. - 7 Widows - - 5K
Horfe-letters - 2 Widowers - 17
Tno-keepers - 1 Seceders - 142
Small ale-houfes - §  Refiding in 6 large vil-

Chaife drivers - 6 lages - - 530

Plowmen, &c. - 76 'Refiding in § fmall vil
Day-labourers, &c. 39 “lages - - 123

Work horfes - 150  Bakewell’s breed 400
Milk cows - 130  Dorfetthire theep 10
Black cattle, young Abyflinian ditto * 2

cows and horfes 800 Deer - - 30

Scotch theep - 2020

In the parith dre 2 coaches, § four-wheeled chaifes, and
3 ditto belonging to thie inn at Newhalls, There are more
ploughs, carts, and other implements of hufbandry, than are
ufually employed by the farmers.

® Thefe are part of a little flock brought here by George
Dundas, Efq; of Dundas, Captain of the Vginterton Eatt India-
man; the relt died on their paffage home. Their flecce is hairy
like goats§ but mext the ikin, is a very fine foft down.

Vor. L. Hh NU M.

-
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. NUMBER XXIX.
PARISH OF SORBIE:

" By the Rev. Dr Isadc Davipson.

Situation, Sail, ¢fc.

HE parith of Sorbie, in the fhire and prefbytery of

Wigton, and fynod of Galloway, is bounded by Wig-

ton Bay and Solway Firth on the caft; by the parifh of
‘Whitchorn on the fouth; by the fame parith and that of |

Glafferton on the welt ; and by Kirkinner on the north.

From the fouth, where it joins Whitehom, it ftretches fix
miles northward to Kirkinner ; and from the eaft, on Wigton'
Bay, it runs as far to the Weft, where it unites with the parith
of Glafferton. This is its broadeft part. From Garlieftown

“Bay on the caff, to the neareft part of Whitchorn parith due
weft, is about a mile and a furfong. This is its narroweft
part.

Veffels fail from Garlietown to Whitehaven in four
_hours, to the Iflc of Man in three, to Liverpool in twenty-
four, to Dublin in twenty-four, and to Port Greenock in
thirty. .

The-face of the country is beautiful, being variegated with
little hills and fertile plains. In their feafons, the richeft
herbage, and the moft luxuriant crops of grain, every where
appear. Through the whole year, there is a delighttu] ver-
dure, leflencd, but feldom altogether deftroyed, cither by

frclt
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foft or foow. In the year 1775, when the whole ifland of
Great Britain was almof} buried in {now, this parith prefent. ‘
ed the eye with its fayourite colour; and green fields and
happy flocks were pleafing objes to the traveller, and enriched
their owners. The foil is not deep, but excecuing fine, yield-'
ing an increafe cquai to Hertfordthire.

To the care and fuperior fkill of the prefent Egrl of Gal-’
{oway, the fertility and beauty of this‘pariﬂ: are in a great
meafure to be alcribed. His Leordfhip Jives in it feveral
months evéry year, and has thewn much attention to agricul-
sure, breeding of catile, and planting, When he came to the
poffeflion of his antient and extenfive family eRatei in the year
1765, this parifh, like the country in general, was almoft in
a ftate of nature. There were fcw inclofures; the roads
were narrow and unformed ; and fcarce a tree appeared to
pleafe the eye. Things are now totally different. ‘The fields
are all inclofed, and well cultivated. ‘The roads are of the’
proper breadth, well formed, and made of geod materials 3
and plantations every where prefent themfelves.

Galloway Houfe was built by the late Earl, and forms part
of a landfcape truly beautiful and grand. Garlicftown Bay is
on the morth ; and Rigg, or Hunter’s Bay, is on the fouth of
it. Fromits windows are lcen the riches fields ; an indent-
ed coaft, adorned with growing improvements ; a clufter of
ifles, and. the lofty mountaigs of Cumberland and Man,appear-
ing at a proper diftance. The prefent Earl has made great
additions and improvements. The principal rooms are fpa-
cious, and the library is fored with many thoufand valuable
wolumes. -

Lord Galloway’s management of his eftate deferves parti-
cular notice. The lands about Galloway Houfe are well
divided, and the ficlds are completely fheltered by the plan-
sations, which produces many advantages, ‘The grafs fprings

carly ;
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early; and the cattle, defended from the ﬂorm, feed at thcn:
eafe. The belts of planting, bclng carried along the ridges
of the hills, improve the appearance of the country, and give
warmth to all below them. )

The Earl has ftudied the nature of foreft trees, and the
different ways of raifing and treating them, with much atten-
tloh. Under his care trees grow on every expofurc; and e-
very fpecies of them thrive as well about Galloway Houfe as
in any part of England. The pine-after, or maritime pine,
is of fo much ufe here, and indeed in fuch places as are
much expofed, as to deferve the greateft attention. Itis*
hardy, and makes vigorous fhoots, almoft on the fea-beach ;
and is an exéellent defence for other trees. The proper me-
thod of raifing this moft ufeful plant in the nurfery infures
its fuccefs. The feed ought to be fown on rich ground, in
the month of March. Sixteen months afterward, the plant
ought to be taken up in moift \,veathgr, its tap root thorten-
ed, ard the young tree planted in a rich ground well pulve:
rized. It muft be watered for ten or twelve days, till the
new roots begin to firike. Thus tranfplmted it muft ftand
for eightcen or _twenty-four months, and then planted out
on any cxpofurc Tranfplanting and cutting them, a3
above defcribed, make them put out many lateral roots;
which find food for the plant, and gnve it firmnefs in m
flation. Whereas, if it is permitted to remain two years in
the feed-bed, it puts down only one root, and is incapable of
refifting the florm.  Gentlemen, therefore, who plant near
the fhore, ought to give the maritime pine as much foil as
poflible, and raife a defence for it in its infant ftate. Its
future fervice to them, and their poﬁcnty, will amply repay
gheir care and expence.

The Scotch fir is of great ufe when planted on the fouth-
welt of other trees, by defending them from our great-
' i oft
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pit and moft frequent florms. While fpeaking of firs, it may
be proper to obferve, that refinous plants have two feafons,
of growth; the firfk in the fpring, and the fecond after the
early harveft rains. Early planting is confequently advanta-
geouss All trees planted here before new year’s day thrive
beft, excepting fuch as are intended for wet ground, which
ought to be planted in the month of March. The oak, afh,

beech, alder, firs *, &c, thrive here, 30d are equal to any in )

their quality. Lord Galloway has found that pruning makes
them grow with great vigour. By egperiment iv appears, that-
plants which were pruned, advanced, at the rate of four years:
in fix, before thofe which were not pruned. This treatment.
beft fuits trees which have been taken from the nurfery, and
fhould be attended tq in the winter of the fecond or third
year after they bave been planted out. In the plantations of
a circumference of fixtecn miles, trees of every kind grow.
with the greateft luxuriapce; and fome of them have rifen,
in a few years, to the height of fifty fect. His Lordfhip’s de-
figns are great; and he is accomplithing them, by planting,
at the rate of 200,000 trees cvery year.

Lale:, 8'c.—There is a very fine frefh water lake on the
north.weft border of the parifh, above three miles in circum-
ference, well ftored with perch, pike, and eels. It is called
Dowalton Lake, becaufe a great family of the pame of
M:<Dowal were proprictors of it, and their place of refidence
or town was near it. The lake furrounds the remains of 3
houfe and garden. The houlfe, it is fuppofcd was fortificd,
and afforded a fafe retreat to its Lords, when feudal and al-
lodial rights produced difcord and war. The fifh in it are
never caught for fale. From this lake a rivulet flows, through
arich valley, to Garliefown Bay. ' s,

a

® The lanx, or larch, is found here to be of quick growth.
Tts timber is excellent, lalls long under water, and refifts the
worm. )
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Sea Coafty Fifb, Tides, to'c—There are upwards of twelve
miles of fea-coaft, including the bays. The fhore is rather
bold to the fouth, but becomes flat at Rigg or Hunter’s Bay 3
and continues fo to Garlieftown, where it rifes again. On
the whole, it may be called a rocky fhore, though in Gaslief-
town Bay there is a deep, foft clay, on which veflels lie in the
greateft fafety, and have the beft anchorage. Flounders,
foles, fkate, cod, crabs, lobfters, oyfters, with many other
kinds of fith, abound on the coaft. Herrings were found fome
time ago in vaft fhoals j and therc is reafon to believe that
they ftill vifit this fhore. Some years. ago they were caught
with great fuccefs; and it appears from a miaute .of kirk-
feffion, dated September 1. 1700, that the inhabitants were
fo anxious in the purfuit of them as to be difficultly reftrain-
ed from fithing on the Lord’s day. The people are' now fully
engaged in agriculture : Fifhing is nearly noglefted, and
* the fithing boats on the coaft are very few. The fea-animals
are the fame with thofe on the eaftern coaft of Great Britain.
The fea-weeds are of the common kind. A few tons of kelp
are made from them every two or three years. Someare
fpread upon the land, without any preparation ; but the
beft farmers ufe them in compofts, which produce a quick
gnd ftrong fermentation, The courfes of the tides are as
follow. The tide flows ftraight out from Wigton Bay fix
hours, and takes the fame time to return. At Garlieftown,
the tide flows five hours from the fouth, and ebbs feven. It
is high water at Garlieftown at a quarter of an hour before
cleven o’clock A. M. at the change and full of the moen.
There are no light houfes, beacons, or artificial land-marks,
on the coaft; but there arc feveral places where light-
houfes mjght be ereted with great advantage to navigation.

. The head-lands are Crugleton and Eagernefs; and the
principal




-

' -of Sorbie. . 549
Peincipal bays are thole of Garlieftown ; Rigg, now called
Huntet’s Bay; in compliment to Captain Hunter of the na-
vy, who came toam anchor in it, with Lord Gatlies on board
smd Ports Allan, Whaple, and Innerwell. Many other fmalt-

er bays indent the coaft in a moft beautiful manner, where
veflels; loaded with lime and fea-fhells, deliver their cargoes.

Garlicflown is well fituated for a harbour, not only to
ferve its awn neighbourhood, but all the trade of the weft
of England; frem Liverpool to Carlifle ; that of the weft of
Scotland to Wales and England ; and that of Ireland and
Man. But no trade would profit fo much by it as that large
and important one from Whitehaven to Dublin.  This great
trade, to which one tide is of vaft confequence, is confi-
derably retarded by the fouth; fouth-weft, and weft winds,
which are more frequent there than any other. Were there
a good harbour at Garlieftown, the fhips bound from White-
haven to Dublin might come over to it with fouth and fouthe
weft winds; and deliver their cargoes much fooner than they
do at prefent. To this defirable end the tides are particu-
larly favourable.

Cattle, Wool, &'c.—The black cattle of this parith and
neighbourhood are of the beft quality. Lord Galloway thinks
he has improved the fize and fhape of the original breed, by
introducing Weftmorland bulls. His Lordfhip gave new
life to a fpirit of emulation among the breeders, by a pre-
mium of a very handiome filver cup, wh'ich he beftowed eves
ry year on the perfon who produced the beft four year old
ox or cow. With refpet to Culloway cattle in gene-
ral, thofe in the muirs differ only from thofe in the improved
part of the country in their fize  Thz latt defeription of cate
tle weigh when fat 5o, the firft about 40 ftone; Mot of the

. cattle
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tattle are without horns, and arc preferred to fuch as havé
them; becaufc they are fuppofed to be decper in the fore
Guarter, are in 1&fs danger of being gored by cach other, and
are more compat in their thape. The prevailing colouts are
black and brown ; white is not efteemed. They are even in
the back, fquare and deep in the rib, and fhort in the legs
and fo healthy, that they fatten foonet than any other, They
coft in the country, when

Onc year old - .- - L. 210

.
Two years old - - - 510 o
Three ditto - - - - 7 o o
Four ditto - - - - 8 8 o

They ufed to be fent to the Englith markets when four
year old; but now too many of them are fent fooner.
This county fends many thoufands to thefe markets &very
Jear ; and this parifh breeds annually between five and fix
hundred. They are about twenty-cight days in travelling to
the Norfolk markets, and coft about 18s, per head driving
and feeding. When they have finithed their.journey, it is
fuppofed they have loft, through fatigue, above onc-eight of
their weight. To this add the loffes occafioned by difeafes,
by frights, heats, bad water, lamenefs, and other caufes. Suck
lofles affe& not only the proprietors of droves, but alfo the
public, by advancing the price of beef. Here the unfriendly
operation of the falt-laws appears in a very clear light. Were
it not for them, the vaft herds of cattle produced by this truly
fertile country inight be flaughtered and falted at home for
the ufe of his Majefty’s navy, tradiiig veflels, &c.

If a fpirit of manufaCture were once excited, wool, of which
the high part of this country produces a vaft quantity ; flax,
which might be cultivated with great advantage on the
decpeRt of the lands; and other raw materials, might be
. nght

PEPI
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_wrought wup into articles of commeree; and a Leeds or an
Haiifax would perhaps grow out of one of our fmall villa es.

Some of the moft antient breed of Galloway horfes are a-
mong the mountains and lefs improved parts of the country.
They are 1aid to be very hardy, eafily maintained, and high
fpinited. This breed is well attended to in Cumberland,
where it is much improved by croffes with Englith horfes. A
larger breed is prefei-rcd here, as being more fit for the pur-
poles of draught and agriculture. Through the attention of
the noblemen and gen'ry, this neighbourhood has a breed of
horfes fit for the faddle, and c.rriages of every kind. ‘The
colours of horfes are various ; but the dark bay, with black
legs and feet, is preferred.  Their fhape is generally good.
They were originally gnlloways, and faid to have {prung
from a Spanith breed, which caine athore on this coaft when
one of the veflels of the Armada was wrecked upon it, after
failing round by the Pentland Firth,

Population.—The population here has been increafing for
fome time paft.

The prefent amount is - - - 1069
Of thefe there are males - - - 51§
Females - - - - - 554
In the village of Garlieftown there are about - 450 .
In ditto of Sorbie about - - - 8o
The average of births = - - - 23
Ditto of deaths - - - - 14
Ditto of marriages - - - - 8
Under ten years old - - - - 276
From 10 to o - . - - 580
¥rom 50 to 8o - - - - 180
From 80 to 100 - - . . 27

Yor. L. Ii There
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There are farmers - - . . 43
Corn wiills . - ‘- - - 3
Cloth mills - - - - - - 2
Mechanics - - . - . 63
Apprentices - - - . - 11
Scamen - - - - - 30
Foreigners - - - - - ]
Perfons born in England - - - 24
Perfons borg in Wales - - . 1
Nobility, one family.

Clergy - - - - - 3

One of the Church of England, the other two of the
Eftablithed Church.

Epifcopalians - . - e = 2
Seceders, Anto-Burghers - . - 6o
Catholics - - - - - 4
Cameronians = - . - - - 2
Merchants . - - - - 11

Inthe year 1974 feveral families emigrated to America.

Agriculture, {o'c.—~The general rule of farming is, to have
one-third of the land in tillage, and two-thirds in pafture,
Qats, barley, and peafc, are the grains generally raifed. Po-
tatoes have been long cultivated with much fuccefs. Wheat
has not fucceeded, unlefs with a few, though the foil is very
like that ot Herttordfhire. The parifh does not only fupply
. itfelf, but exports a large quantitv of grain and potatoes to |
London, Liverpool, Dublin, the Iflc of Man, and the Weit |
of Scotland. Every field having produced its number of
crops, is lad down with red, white, or yellow clovers, rib, or
rye grafs feeds. The feed time commences in the beginning
of March, and the harveft about the middle of Auguft.

There
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‘There is marle in the parith. Lime, from Cumberland, is
delivered in the different bays at 1s, the Carlifle buthel,
which is equal to three- Winchefter bufhels; and fea fhells at
1 s. 6d. per ton. Sea fhells are the beft of all manures; and
in this neighbourhood they are inexhauftible. Every tide,
accompanied by an eaft wind, brings in great quantities of this
moft valuable commodity. With thefe different manures,
rich crops and fine cattle are raifed ; but, if the prefent treat-
ment of a moft generous foil be perfifted in, there is reafon
to believe that it will be much injured. Three, and fome-
times four crops of oats, or barley, fucceed each other; and
with the laft of thefe crops grafs feeds are fown, which are
cut for hay in the following year. Thus four, and fome-
times five, white crops follow one another ; for a crop ot rye
grafs is as fevere as a crop of oats, and thercfore may be called
a white crop.

When the land is laid down with grafs feeds, it common.
Iy lies fix years. Fallowing, in this part of the country, is
littie praétifed; and green crops are but fmall, and few in

number; the ficlds, therefore, become very dirty. A partial

fallow in the fpring, and early in May, is of great ufe in
cleaning the ficlds. It is often followed by a rich crop of
light grdin; and is particularly ferviceable in preparing land
for grafs. 'This is almoft the only fallow ufed here.

Carts are ufed in carrying merchants goods, manures,
grain, &c, &c. The fmall plough is uled, fometimes with,
and fometimes without a chain; but for coarfc ftrong land,
a large plough is thought neceflury.

Rent.—~The average rent of land does not exceed 1053, per
xre: Rent of houfes from L. 1 to L. 15. Leales are com-
monly

!
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monly granted for 19 years. Lord Galloway has two upon
his eftate here of 21 years, and the life of the farmers, The
fize of farms is from 300 to 30 acres.

Church and Stipend.~The church was comp}cteiy repair-
ed about 30 years ago. Ihe mnanfe was rebuilt in 1778,
‘The ftipend is L. 75 per annum 1 he glebe, including grafs
and arable land, garden, aod fite of the manfe and office-
houtes, does not amount to 10 acr¢s. Of thele there are 4
acres of the worft land in the neighbourhood. ‘They were
never thought worth ploughing till the prefent incumbent re-
ceived them, ‘There are 7 heritors. 1 he Earl of Gailoway
is the only rcfident one. Dr Davidfon, and Elliot William
Davidion, his only fon, are the prefent minifters. The for-
mer was admitted November 1775 5 the latter was ordained,
September 3. 1789, affiftant and fucceflor. The King is pa-
tron.

Poor.—There are 13 poor on the lift. About L. 27 Ster-
ling per annum is diftributed among them, chiefly raifed by
collections in the church. The legal manner of treating pau-
pers was adopted here anno 1776; that 1s, they were obliged
to ule badges, and to.contine themielves within the bounds
of the parith. ‘Lhis dittinétion was very difagreeable to them;
and it was found that fome of thein had hoarded up money.
The prefent incumbent has never had an improper applica-
tion trom a native for admiflion to the public charity.

Price of Labour, Fuel, &&'c —Common day labourers are
paid, . one quarter of the year, 10 d. per day; for the other
three quarters 1s.; carpenters 1s, 4d.; mafons 1s. 6d.;

A
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A farm ferva;xt, when married, has a houfe and garden, a
cow’s grafs and fodder, ground to raife flax and potatoes for
his family, his peats led home, and oats out of the barn, to
the value of L 8 Srerling.  Labourers who thre(h the grain
receive the 25th part for their labour. They are employed
in other work wien the thrething 1s over, for which they
reccive an houfe and gurden, grafs and fodder for a cow,
ground tor potaiocs, and flax and oats out of the barn, te

the value of L, 2 Sterling.

Both thefe defcriptions of labourers maintain their families
comfortably, educate their chil tiren in reading, writing, and
arithmetic, and foinetimes put them apprentices to mechanics.

Domeftic fervants are hired at and under the following
rates, very feldom above them : Men at L. 7 Sterling ; wo-

men L. 3.

Peat is the fuel commonly ufcd; they are fold at 3 d. the
hor'e load at the mofles; and, when carried home to the con-
fumer, they are generally double that fum. This kind of
fucl 1s comnionly procured in the parith of Kirkinner. Coals
are brought from Cumberland at 19 s. the ton. The fcarci-
ty of fucl is the greateit difadvantage under which this neighs
bourhood labours, and yet it is within four hours failing
fro.n the kogulh coal mines. ‘The tax wpon that neceflary
artic I=, when water borne, is the caufe of its high price; and
here that tax is a real grievance. Its bad effeéts, and un-
friendly influence on manufaltures, ‘are evident. A fmall

duty, raled at the pit, would 2ffuét every confumer equally,

and be more produétive. ~ Our legiflators will furcly embrace
fome fit opportunity of revifing the coal and falt laws: And,

it is humbly hoped that the honourable member to whom
this
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this imperfect account of their unfriendly operation is ad-
drefled, will confider fuch a revifal as connefted with the in-
terefts of commerce, government, and humanity,

" Mifcellaneous Obfervations, Antiquities, &'c.—There are two
villages in this parith, Garlicftown, -founded by the prefent
Ear] of Galloway when Lord Garlies. It is in the form of 2
crefeent. It contains about 450 inhabitants. The other vil.
lage is Sorbie, alfo begun through the encouragement of the
prefent Earl, in which there are about 8o inhabitants.

A tumulus, was opened in part by fome road makers,
and human bones were found init. Near it, and clofe by
Hunters, or Rigg Bay, were alfo found human borcs, inclo-
fed by three ftoncs; and upon one of the ftones there feem-
ed to be an infeription.  There are the remains of two cafe
tles, Crugleton and Eagernefs. An unornamented arch, and
fome other parts of the ruins of Crugleton, fhew it to have
been a place of great fize and ftrength. The fofle remains
very plain, This caftle is faid to have been the dwelling of
the very ancient and wealthy family of the Vaufes, now Van-
fes, of Barnbarrow. Crugleton is now the property of Sir
Stair Agnew of Lochnaw, Bart, Eagernefs is altogether de-
ftroyed. 'I'he terminations of the names of thefe caftles thew
them to be of Saxon eriginal.  Nifi, in that language, figni-
fies an headland, or promontory ; o is derived from a word
in rthe fame language which fignifies an hedge or wall; and
th t word, again, feems to be from one fignifying a hill. Ea-
gernefs is a headland : Crugleton is upon a hill ; and feems
to fignify a town upon a hill, furrounded by a wall, There
is a2 rope walk a: Guriic?own, well condued ; and ten coaft-
ing veflels belong to that port,

An
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An high and independent {pirit plainly marks the people of
this parith. “To receive charity from the parith funds is
cftcemed difgraceful, and therefore frugality prevails  Cheir
induftry is perfevering, and fecures their contentment and
virtue, There has not been one criminal profecution carried
on againft any of them within the memory of any pericn in
the parith.

Two large veflels were ftranded on this coaft a few years
ago; cvery pofiible civility was fhewn to the people; and
their veflels were got off again without being damaged.

The ftatute labour is commuted ; and, by act of parliament,
the roads are made, and kept in repair, by a pound rate. In
the year 1582, a plentiful harveft was reaped in perfection.
There were no complaints among the poor; mor was there
any meal fold under the market price. The landholders and
farmers had.a friendly interview, and refolved to retain in the
country as much grain as was fufficient to fupply the inhabi-
tants,

The manners, drefs, and ftyle of living of the people, are
all much changed within the laft 5o years. Before that pe-
riod, they knew little of the happy cffets of induftry, and,
therefore, lived upon meal, milk, and vegetables, Their
drefs and houfes were very mean. They knew not the va-
lue of the inexhauftible ftores of natural manures, marle, and
fea fhells, which were at hand, trufting to the folding of
their herds for manuring their lands. Now every thing bears
a new afpec, and the people fhare the luxuries of their fta=
tion with their more fouthern neighbours, which may be ac-

counted for as follows ;
Improve-
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Improvements in agriculture introduced fuch wealth asic
moft permanent in its nature, becaufe the value of ti iwnd
is thereby increafed. A furplus of grain led the ia i
tants to diftant markets, and brought ftrangers inte the
country. ‘Lhey learned the manners of their neighuours,
and became like them; fo that now. other accomplifh-
ments are added to that bold, acuve, and warlike fpirit, by
which the Gallov.dians were formerly dilinguifhed, 4nd
which procurcd for them the privilege of appearing in the

van of the Scot*'fh arm'es  Cactar’s defcription of the Bel-:

gae appl ~s to the ), i anfient times. ¢ Horum omnium for-
¢¢ tiffi ni funt Belgae 5 proprerea quod a cultu, atque humani.
é¢ tate provinciae lonyffin.e :btait. winineque ad eos mer-
¢ catores {.epe comn-int, arque ea, quae ad effeminandos
¢ animos pertinent, important 3 Comment,

The inhabitants trade in their own veffels to London and
Port Glafgow, and every port b-rween thefe, as their inter-
¢t equire. Commerce naturally leads to luxury; and l:xu-
Ty prevailing, encrvate- thar fpirit which gave it cxiftence,
and, in the end, runs tradc, and atity in every ufcful
line.

Good roads are of high importance in impraving a coun.
try. Wherever they are made, all obftacles are furmounted,
and the improvemcnt of every field, capable of it, follows as
a certain confequence.  The military road from Dunfries to
Portpatrick has produced many good effes in this refpedt.
By means of it, mountains, formcrly appearing impervious,
are now no longer formidable. The ftranger paffes with eafe,
to give and receive information; and articles of trade are
tranfported with facility, ‘The roud making from this coun-

7
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try to Edinburgh, by 2 nearer way thaa Dumfries, and that
into Airfhire through the mountaips, muft be followed by the
beft confequences,

Befides the great roads, crofs roads are made, or making,
every where through the country.

There are three fchools in the parith ; and all the young
people are educated according to their ftations. There is
oac inn in Garlieftown, equal to any in this part of Scotland,
and five ale, or rather whifky-houfes. In the village of
Sorbic there is one houfe in which foreign fpirits are fold,
and another in which there is nothing but whitky. There
is very little ale fold or brewed in this parith of late
years. The cffefts of public houfes are moft injurious to

the morals and induftry of the people, efpecially when.

little clfe than whitky is fold in them. A few pence pro-
cures as much of this bafe fpirit as is fufficient to make
any man mad. The landlords of fuperfluous petty public
houfes, generally wafte their time, and ruin their conftitu-
tions, by alting likc decoys on their filly half refolved
neighbours. In this fhamelefs bufinefs they are flattered
with the notion of promoting trade. This evil does not
prevail fo much here as in fome other lefs induftrious neigh-
bourhoods.

New houfes built in Garlicftown within the laft ten years,

34
Ditto in Sorbie - - e« - - 9

In other parts of the parifh - - . 16

59
Sor. I, Kk Befides

4|
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‘Befides the above, feveral old farm houfes have been taken
down, and good new ones ere&ed on their fites. There
have been about 12 old houfes taken downj; and-there is not
one finithed houlc uninhabited. Wherever cottagers are

“‘employed in agriculture, population increafes. Their chil-
dren are healthy, happy, and numerous.

NUM-
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NUMBER XxxX
PARISH OF KILTEARN.

By the Rev. Mr HazRY ROBERTSON.'

A _—

Origin of the Name.

¥ ILTEARN derives its name from two Gaelic words, viz.

viz. Keil Tighearn, fignifying the burying place of the
faird or great man ; but there is no record or tradition from
which we can learn what great man was firft buried here,
The Munro’s of Fowlis, the chief family in the parifh, were
buried, for feveral centuries, at Chanagry, and only began
to bury at Kiltearn anno 1588. ’

It,is well known that many other places in Scotland owe
their names to a fimilar caufe, viz. their giving burial to fome
faint or cminént perfon ; and the names of thefe places begin
with Ki/, being a contraltion of Keil, as Kilmuir, i. e. Mary’s
burial place s Killin, Kilbride, Kilfythy Kildonan, &c.

Situation, Extent, and Surface~This parifh is fituated abont
the middle of the county of Rofs, in the diftrict called Ferina
donald, of which we fhall fpeak afterwards. It belongs ta
the Prefbytery of Dingwall, and fynod of Rofs ; and firetch-
es along the north fide of the bay that runs up from Cromar-
ty to Dingwall, being about fix miles long froin Novare

. Inn
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Inn at the eaft, to a rivulet called Aultmalait, near TuBock,
at the weft. The breadth is various. That part of the pa-
rith which is well cultivated is about two miles broad, frem
the fea-thore on the fouth, to the foot of the hilly ground én
the north. But there are feveral grazings and Highland pof-
feflions & the diftance of five, ten, and even fiftcen miles,
from the fea. It is bounded by the parifh of Alnes on the
caft, by Contin and Lochbroom on the north, by Dingwalk
and Fodderty on the weft, and by Cromarty Bay on the fouth.
The Highladd dittri of this parith is, for the moft part,
wild and uncuktivated, confifting of high mountains, feparat-
ed from c.ch other by rapid rivulets, and extenfive tralls of
moors and mofly ground. In this diftri@, there is a confi-
derabl: ftra.h *, called the Clare, pleafantly fituated in an in-
clined plain, upon the banks of the river Skiack, containing
about 206 acres arable land and meadow ground. And, on
the oppofite fide of the river, there is alfo a plain of about 30
acres, called Bognahavin.: Though the houfes in this remote
diftri€t are in general very mean, yet there is one on each fide
of the river built in a ftyle fuperior to the generality of
farm-houfes in the parith, being the goat-whey quarters of
the minifter of Kiltearn, and' of -Mr Muiro theriff-fubfticute
of Lewis. In cither of thefe houfes, the weary traveller, ot
the fatigued fportiman, can find comfortable accommoda-
tions. This circumftance is only taken noticeof, becaufe it is a
perfe&t contraft to the miferable huts, called Shealings, which
the hardy Highlanders inhabit while they tend their flocks
and herds, and live on the produce of the dairy.

If we turn our eyes to the low diftrict of the parith, which
inclines gently from the foot of the hills towards the fea, 2
very

s . %1 e valley, or level land between hills,
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very rich and beauntiful profpeft opems to our viewy vim.
well cultivated fields, inclofed either with flone-walls, or
with thorn hedges and belts of planting. In fhort, every tra-
veller is firuck with the natural beauty of the' country, which
of late years has been fo much improved by art, as muft give
a favourable idea of the gdod tafte and opulence of the pro-
prictors. The gentlemen’s houfes are large and commodi=
ous, and their’ gardens well ftored with fruit-trees. About
eighty years ago, therc were few foreft trees to be feen here,
except fome ‘nataral alders and willows on the banks of

tivers, and a few afhes, elms, and Kines, furrounding geotle-

men’s gardens ; but now there are extenfive plantations of
pines or firs, feveral miles in circumference, befides many
thoufands of 6aks, and other hard wood of every kind that is'
to b¢ met with in North Britain. The fcvérfal proprictors
feem to vie with each other in raifing the fineft plantations
of timber. Such improvements are defirable on a doublé
account : They adorn the face of the country, while they
promote the intereft of individuals.

There are feveral hills in this parifh, which, being viewed
from the phins below, add much to the grandeur and variety
of the profpect. Several of thefé hills are covered with fir
plantations, which cannot fail to pleafc the cye, as, the

hill above Foulis, the hil of Swordle, and fome others,

Knockmartin, a fmall hill, compared to the reft, is fituated
on the caft fide of the hill of Swordle, and is {feen from the
fea fide. Its chicf beauty confifts in its fhape, it tapers gras
dually from the bafe to the higheft point, forming a coae.
This haft mentioned, as well as the higher hills beyond it, are
covered with Ireath. But the moft diftinguithed hill in the
parith is Ben-uaith, which towers above all the reft ; and
muft be extremely high, as it is feen in Moray and Banff-

fhires
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fhire. Ben-udith is always covered with fnow, even in thé
hotteft day in fummer. And, in allufion to this, there is
a remarkable claufe inferted in one of the charters of the fi-
mily of Fowlis, which is, that the foreft of Uaith is held of
the King on condition of paying a fnow-ball to his Majefly
on any day of the yeary if required. And we arc affured
that a quantity of foow was attually fent to the Duke of
Cumberland, when at Invernefs, in 1746, to cool his wine.
There is a great deal of heath and coarfe grafs, which is
excellent pafture for cattle, all around this hill ; and the fo-
reft is well ftocked with deer, and a varicty of moor

game.

Airy, Chmate, and Difeafes—~The air is generally clear and
pure 3 and it has been obferved, in this, as well as the neigh-
bouring parithes, that the weather-has been more changeable
for twenty years pat than in former times. That rain has
fallen of late years in a greater propottion than it did for-
merly, is a well known fa&, which has materially injured
the crops, and occafioned late harvefts over all the north
of Scotland. And, that the air is more cold and moift upon
the higher, than upon the lower ground, is found to hold
true, in this diftrict, as well as in other corners of the king-
dom. But, notwithftanding the variablenefs of the weather,
the climate of Kiltearn is by no means unhealthful ; nor can
the inhabitants imputé the difeafes they fometimes labour
under to any noxicus quality in thé air, but rather to acci-
dental caufes. We are credibly informed, that the fearcity
of bread in 1782 has impaired the conftitutions of feveral
people in the lower ranks of life, and entailed obftinate dif-
cafes on them. When an infe&tious fever attacks any family
in the parifh, it is generally communicated to fome of their
neighbours, and makes feveral breaches before it ceafes ; but

it
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it is a providential circumftance, that the people are feldom
vifited with fuch a calamity. The epidemical difeafe moft
dreaded is the matural {mall-pox, which ufually fweeps away
2 number of children once in feven years, and fometimes
oftener. In the year 1997, above 30, and in 1778 no fewer
than 47 children died of this difeafe. There is not the leaft
doubt that -this great mortality was owing in part to the .
improper treatment of the patients, and the neglet of ino-

culation, to which the people are ftill averfe, in fpite of

the carneft perfuafion and éxample of their fuperiors, con<’
firmed by a fuccefsful practice in almoft every inftance where

it has been attempted. Rheumatic complaints bave alfo been

more frequent than formerly within thefe 30 years, owing

probably to the fubitirution of linen for flanael fhirts among

the lower ranks;-and a return t6 the ufe of flannel and

woolen is fecund to be the moft efficacions remedy for this

complaint,

Before we conclude this article, it may be proper to ob-
ferve, that the following inftances of- longevity, which feem
to be well attefted, afford a very favourable teftimony of the
healthfulnefs of the air and climate of this parith. About
the year 1506, Katharine MKenzie died at Fowlis in the
‘115th year of her age. In 1782, Mr John Brown, Ilate
factor of Foulis, died in his 107th year, In 1775, Kenneth
Muaro, late of Inveran, died in this parifh, in his roeth
year; and Mrs Muoro, his wife, died 4 years after him,
in her 88th year. The cnly inftance which we thall 3dd is
a gentleman, a heritor of the parith, who had been a member
“of the laft Scotch, and of the firft Britith parliament; he

" died about 30 years ago, in his 94th year. And, within thefe
few years, a fifter and daughter of the fame gentleman died
here, who were very little fhort of the fame age.
' : Scil
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18oi/ and Produse.~The foil here is variovs, as might be
expefted in fo large a diftri& of land, In’the highland dif~
tri&t, the Joil is cither mofly, or a cold clay, mixed with fand
or gravel, very uofriendly to vegetation. On the banks of
¢he rivers the meadows are covered with a tough, ftrong turf,
producing a coarfe fort of grafs, fitter for pafturing young
cattle than for fattening them, or producing milk. And it
would probably be for the intereft, both of landlerd and te-
nant, that a plough were never ufed in this difirit ; for, tho”
corn may grow, yet, through the cold and moifture of the
climate, it fcldom ripens fo as to make good bread. In the
low diftri& of the parifh, again, the difference of foil is very
obfervable., Towards the eaft, it is light and gravelly., In
the m:ddle, for about two mileg fquare, there is a rich loam,
fit to produce any vegetable, with proper culture, As we
proceed further on, the foil is black and fpongy ; but, by
means of drains, it has of late years been greatly improved.
The weftern divifion of the parifh confits chiefly of a firong
clay foil, fome of it of a reddith hue, which, when well
wrought, produces excellent crops. The feafons for fowing
and reaping, in this parifh, are as different as the degrees of
aQivity, and the unaccountable prejudices of various farmers,
Some lay it down as a maxim, never to begin fowing till a
certain day of the month, when their fathers and grandfa-
thers were accuftomed to fow. Others, again, embrace the
firlt opportunity, when the foil is fufficiently dry to receive
the feed ; and the effet is fuch as might n3turally be exped-
ed. The fpirited altive farmer, who fows early, reaps an
eacly harve(t, and the beft corn; while the others fuffer all
the inconveniences of a late harvelt. But, we muft here ree
mark, what is very obfervable, that the farmers on the oppo-
fite fide of the bay, in what is called the Black Ifle, never fail
g0 reap their corn a fortpight or twenty days earlier than the
inhabitanty
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inhabitants of this parifh ; and yet they are expofed to the
forth, while Kiitearn has a fouth afpec. The difference muft
certainly be owing to the quality of the foil. ‘That on the
oppofite {hore is a mould mixed with fand dnd gravel, chicfly
founded on quarry. As to the produ@ions of this parith,
were we to meéntion them all, we would enumerate the feve-
ral anitnals and végetablés that ate moft commonily to be met
with in North Britain, with the acdition of thofe produc-
tions peculiar to highland countriés. The hills abound with
fed deer, atid 4ll kinds of moor game 3 and various birds and
beafts of prey, as eagles, hawks, foxes, &c: In the extenfive
heaths of this diftriC, a great variety of berries is produced,
moft of which are very grateful to the tafte. During the
winter ftorms, thete are thoals of fea-fowls an the coatt Lere,
fuch as wild dulls, and 4 fpetics of geele called rood ge fp,
which ate efteemed good tating. Some thell fith are likewife
found upon the coaft, fuch as mufcles, cockles, and wilks,
The féa-coalt beifig finooth and fandy for the moft pare,
there is little fea-weed, and none at all fit for burning kelp.
Bee-hives were formerly very plentiful in this parith, but now
it is probable that there are rot above 20 in the whole diitrict.
‘The parifh ufed to be gredtly infefted with rats; but they
are now almoft extirpated. Whether this is owing to the
induftry of rat-Rillets, who have been employed to dcitrey
them, or whether they have emigrated to fome other dif=
tridt is not known:. As the prejudice againft eating {winc’s
fleth is in 2 great meafiire overcome, a confiderable numb:r
of pigs is reared heres Not only every farmer; but every
haufe-keeper, redfs annually one or two pigs, and fome half
a dozen ; the greateft number of which are fold at the neigh-
bowring markets ; and, when tolerably well fed, fetch from
20 to 30 fhillings a piece. The breed of black cattle here is
wirious. In the Highlands, they were fmall fized and hardy,

Vor. L ' L1 but
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but not quite fo fmall as the common breed of cattle in coun-
" ties farther to the north, But the gentlemen and principal
farmers have been at great pains to improve their breed of
cattle by purchafing fome from Fife and Moray, which are
confiderably larger than the common breed of the country.
Some of the laft mentioned, when full fed, fell for L. 100r
L. 12. The horfes of the parifh are alfo of two kinds;
fome of a large Galloway fize, which the gentlemen ufe in
ploughing and carting, value from L. 10 to L. 20 cach;
and a tew worth L. 25. But the greateft number of horfes
are what are commonly calied Highland Garrons, value from
L. 3 to L. 5 each. There arc few goats in the parifh; and |
thele arg the property of two tenants, who occupy very re-
-mote pofleflions. ‘The number of fheep at prefent is very |
inconfiderable, and, for the moft part, of a very inferior qua~ |
lity, being of a {fmall fize, and producing very lLttle wool. At
prefent, there are only two or three farmers in the parih
who manage their fheep properly ; and one of their theep is
worth two of any other farmer’s. The rearing of fheep bas
been rather difcouraged for fome time paft, being found fo
deftruftive to young plantations- of timber ; but it is not
doubted that, in a few years, the rearing of this ufeful animal
will become a principal object both with the landlords and te- |
nants. ’

We fhall coriclude this article, by giving a lift of the num«
ber of horfes, black cattle, and fheep, in the parifh, which,
according to the beft information, cannot be far diftant from
the truth.

Horfes of the larger fize - - - 63

of the fmaller fize - - - 303
Black cattle, including oxen - . - - 1oco
Sheep - - - - - - G6co

Tuhali-
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Inbobitants ; their Origin, and Progrefs in Civilization.—It is
well known, that in many parts of Scotland, particularly in
the north, every diftrict is inhabited chiefly by fome one par-
ticular tribg or clan. So it is in this country. The name of
Rofs prevails in the eaft, Mackenzic in the weft, and Munro
in the middle diftrict; i. e. in the two contiguous parifthes of
Kiltearn and Alnes, which diftriét of country is commonly
called Ferindonald ; which name appears to be of very an-
tient date. Buchanan relates, that, about the beginning of
the 11th century, King Malcolm IL. of Scotland fued out
the lands in the country to the great families in it, on account

of their eminent fervices in affiting him to extirpate the-

Danes out of his kingdom. And, according to tradition, it
was on that occafion that the country between the borough

of Dingwall and the water of Alnes, in the fhire of Rofs,’

was given to Donald Munro, the progenitor of the Emily of
Fowlis, from which all the Munros in this country are de-
fcended: And part of thele lands were afterwards by the
King erefted into a barony, called the Bareny of Fowlis. From
this Donald Munro is lineally defcended the prefent Sir Hugh
Munro, Bart. who is the 2gth baron of Fowlis, and proprie-
tor of about two-thirds of the lands in the parifh of Kiltearn.
Under this head, we may obferve, that, in antient times,
thofe tribes or clans who inhabited ditferent diftrits of the
country, looked upon themfelves as a diftinét people or na-
tion, united together undeg their refpetive chiefs or leaders,
who exercifed a fovereign, and at the fame time a parental,
authority over them. They looked up to the chief as to their
common father ; he looked upon them as his children, whom
he protefted as well as governed. That there were conftant
feuds and conflicts maintained between the neighbouring clans
or tribes, is a fa&t well known. Many circumftances concur-

red to occafion thefe conflits, and to fupport this warlike
‘ fpirit.
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fpirit. In thole rude and remote ages, when trade and com.
merce wepe little attended to, men of an enterprifing fpirit
had no other field for diftinguithing themfelves but by their
fuperior fkill in the ufe of arms. This induced them to watch
for every opportunity of difplaying their martia] atcbieve-
ments; and hence it often happened, that the flighteft af-
fronts were refented as the greateft injuries, efpecially from
one of a different tribe or clan.  And it was not uncommon,
for the fake of a meer pundilio, or point of honour, to fee
two neighboyring clans marching out to battle, and main-
taining the bloody confli€t till vitory was declared on one
fide. The conflict being over, it was afual that the chief of
leader beftowed fome mark of favour upon thofe of his fol-
lowers who had diftiguithed themfelves by their valour.
‘When both fides were wearied out with the fangua of war,
there was ufually a bond of amity or friendfhip entered inte
by.their leaders, in which they bound themfelyes, and their
followers, to maintain peace; which deeds were executed
with all the folemnity of treaties entered into between two
fovercign powers. But, cven after the chicfs of the clang
became more enlightened and humanifed than to encourage
. the old feuds, they found it no eafy matter to refjrain the
lower ranks among their followers fromn affaffinating their
neighbours, and committing depredations on their property.
A firiking proof of wbich.. we learn from 3 tranfation that
happened in this part of the country little more than a cen-
tury '.wo, when there was a bond of friendthip entered into
betwccn the famllxcs of Seaforth and Fowlis. An old record,
\vh ch gives a chara&cr of Sir Johh Munro of Fowhs, fpeaks
thus: < He lnvcd in good correfpondcnce ‘'with his neigh-
§ bours. for there was a mutual condefcendence patt be-
f twixt Kenneth Earl of Seaforth and Sir John Munro, there-
§ in deﬁgned Johp Mpnro younger of Fowlis, of which the

¢ teadqe
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# tenor follows *—*¢ At Edmburgh the twentle tlm-d day of
# January, javic and fextie one years, It is condefcended and
“ agreed as follows, that is to fay, We Kenneth Earl of $ea-
forth, and John Munro youngcr of Fowlis, taking to our
« confideration how prqudncnal it hath been to both our fa-
¢ milies that there hath not been of a long time, fo good 2
# correfpondence betwixt us as was befitting men of that
« conjunétion and neighbourhood, and of what advantage it
¢ will be to us, to live in good correfpondence and confe-
¢ deracie one with anothcr? and to mafntain and concur for
« the weal of cither, For the which caufes, We the faid noble
¢ Lord, and John Munro younger of Fowlis, taking burthen
¢ on us for our friends, kinfmen, and all others whom we
¢ may ftop or let, do by thir prefents bind and oblige us and
¢ our heirs faithfully upon our honours to maintain and
¢ concur with each other, for the good of both and our
¢ forefaids and to prevent as much as in us lyes, what may
“ be to the prejudice of either of us or of any in whom ei-
« ther of us may be concerned in all time cdming, as wit-
¢ nefs thir prefents fubftribed by us the place, day, month
@ and year above written and-mentioned, before thefe wite
# nefles, Thomas M¢Kenzic of Plufcardin, Colin M‘Kenzie
« of Redcattle, Licutenant Colonel Alexr Munro, and Major"
¢ Alexr Munro Commiflar of Stirling. Sic fubfcribitur, Sea«’
« fort, John Munro.” But notwithftanding this bond of friend-
fhip between the chiefs of both clans, it cannot be denied
that a good deal of the old fpirit difcovered itfelf on various
occations among their followers and adherents, till it was
moft happily fupprefled at the memorable aera 1745—6. It
is our good fortune to live in an age when we fee thofe whofe
predeceflors, in rude and barbarous times, feldom met but

with hoftile intentions, now living in habits of fincere friend-
thip

-:
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thip and focial intercourfe, much to their mutual hoganr and
advantage.

Population,—In order to afcertain with accuracy the popue
fation of this perith, a furvey was made between the begin-
ning of January and the middle of March 1791, from which
wre are enabled to give the following account of that imypore
tant article:

Number of houfes, or fmokes - - 383
fouls - . - - 1616

s e 128 - - - 694
— females - - - 922
Under 10 years of age . - - 448
From 10 to 20 - - - 308
20 to 30 - - - 219

—— 30 t0 40 - . - 204
—— 40 to g0 - - - 173
—— 50 to 6o -, - - 145
—— 60 to %0 - v - 8:
70 to 8o - - - - 29

—— 8o to g0 - - - 9
Married perfons of both fexes - - 492
Unmarried women from 18 to gp - - 153
e— — men paft 20 - - - 72
— women paft so - - - 84
‘Widowers - - - 15
Widows - - . - 96

From the foregoing lift it appears, 1ft, that many of the
inhabitants of the parifh live to what may be reckoned old
age; 2dly, that the pumber of females far exceeds that of
the males; and, 3dly, that the number of widowers is but

fmall,
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finall, while the number of widows is fo gréat, is muft cicite
¢ompaflion in every fecling breaft.  If the number of houfes
or fmokes fhall appear confiderable, Iet it be obferved, ‘thie
moft of them are miferable huts, and that fome of them are
only inhabited by a poor foktary widow, or by a fingle xﬁ!{d,
who works for days wages wherever he can find employmcnt.
At different periods of time thé population of this parifh his
varied much, which can be eafily accounted for; ‘We leirh
from good information, that, about the beginning of this cen-
tury, there were nearly as many inhabitants in this parith as
there are at prefent. ‘This fa&t fcems to be farther eftablifh-
¢d by fome old feflion regifters of baptifms and 'm'ayr‘x'age's
between the year 1700 and 1728, extraélts of which are fub-
joined. Itisto be regretted that there are feveral chafis
in thofe records, which prevents our giving the extrats fo
completely as might be withed ; but to fhew clearly that the
population here had gradually diminithed between the year
2740 and 1770, lifts are given of the baptifms and mamages
celebrated about that penod, viz. from 1747 to 1752« The
diminution of the number of inhabitants then can' be vcx:y
rationally accounted for. That mamal fpmt whnch has beenr
a dxﬁmgmﬂnng charadteriftic of the Mnnros, led pérfons of
every rank and defcription in this parith to fly to arms as
foon ay the trumpet founded the alarm of war. By this
means the flower of the young mea of Kiltearn were fcattera
ed abroad in all the coantries that have been the feat of war
during that period; in Flanders, in Germany, in the Eafe
and Weft Indies, and in America; befides, feveral hundreds
have gone as recruits to the Scots Brigade in Holland, whichy
cftablithment was at that time one of the chief felds of pre-
ferment for young gentlemen of family. It is ao wonder,
then, that a country which for a long time Jhad been a nurfe-

sy for the army, fhould, in a courfc of years, decreafe confi-
derably
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derably in popylation. But, .at the peace 1763, .fuch nuny
bers, . both of officers'and private foldiers, flocked home i6 :
their native country, that the population is fenfibly increafed
fince that penod Add to this, that the varxous buildings
and unprovements which have been carried on in this seigh-
bourhood within 20 years, has induced many labourers and
artificers to fetfle among us, and confiderably increafed the
number of inhabitants,

The foilowing lifts, extralted from the feflion records, will
fully illuftrate what has been advanced above, by giving i

view of the population at three feveral periods, viz. at the
begmmng of thls century, about the middle of ity and at the
prefcnt timé,

i

Lift during the Firft Period.

Years. Baptifms. Matriages.
1702, from January 6. to September 17, 3§ o record.
1724, during the whole year . 42 i 8
1725 . N . 36 . 8
1726 . . . . . 18 T 4
1727 .« . . J < . at . 1Y

1747 ‘e . e . - ‘e . 13 '3 '
1748 . . . . . . . "g . ’
1749 . . . . . Y 2‘7 . 7
1750 . . ‘ . . . 28 . 12
175l e . . . . ‘e 26 o . 9
1752 . ‘ . é 4 ¢ 28 . 1
154 53

b

Lif

Yearly average, mearly 26

’
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Lift during the Third Period.

Yeats. Baptifns. Marriages, Burials,
1784 . . 3t . . 9
1785 . . 34 . . 1K
1786 . . 34 . . 7
1787 . . 34 . . 7
1788 . . 40 . . 8
1789 . . 36 . . 8
 § 790 . . 45 . . 1 5
254 6s 190
Yearly average, nearly 36 9 27

Though no public regifter of the burials has been kept
here, yet, from-memorandums kept by private perfons, and
the beft information we could obtain on the fubje&, there is
every reafon to believe that the above is a corre&t ftatement
for the laft feven years, ‘

Heritors, Rent, and Farms.—There are fix heritors or pro-
prietors of land in this parith ; and the two moft confider~
able of them refide conftantly in it ; one refides occafionally 3
and the remaining three live upon other parts of their pro-
perty. About 6o years ago, there were more than twice the
prefent number of heritors ; but thefe were chiefly cadets of
the family of Fowlis, who had at different periods derived
their pofleflions from that family ; and, when thofe fmall he-
ritors were obliged to fell off their lands, they have reverted,
by purchafe, to the original proprictors. The valued rent of
the parith is L.3149 : 9 : 6 Scots ; the real rent about L. 1500
Sterling. Formerly, the greateft part of the rent was paid
jn vi€tual ; but a good deal of the victual is now converted.

Vor. L Mm Is




274 Statiftical Account

It is not eafy to fay what the rate of converfion is, being difs
ferent on the properties of the feveral heritors. In ftating
the rent of the parith, we have fet no value on the exten-
five plantations of growing timber, which muft bring a con-
fiderable revenue to the proprietors in a few years, and may
probably be eftimated at L. 30,000. As the greatelt part of
the la\nds in the parlﬂx have been meafured by furveyors, we
can give a pretty exa& account of the number of acres of a-
rable ground, which are reckoned to be about 2250, exclu-
five of woodlands and pafture ground that has never been
cultivated. The lands have let at various prices ; fome acres
at 20s. fome at 17s. 15s. 125 10s. and none below 853
but, as the arable and pafture grounds, both in the high and
low diftricts of the parith, are ufually let to tenants in the
lump, without diftinguithing the value of each acre, the
above eftimate is but conjeftural, though founded on the
beft information that can be had. One third part of the
whole arable land in the parith is now in the pofleffion of
the proprietors, and has been occupied by them for feveral
years paft. How far this may be favourable to their interefts,
they will be beft able to judge when they fum up their ac-
counts of profit and lofs; but it is the prevailing opinion in
this country, that gentlemen of fortune and landed property
zather lofe than gain by extenfive farms. No doubt, much
depends on their being fortunate in getting fkilful, active,
 and faithful overfeers.  All the gentlemen’s farms in this pa-
sith are at prefent managed, ecither by natives of the fouth of
Scotland, or by perfons bred to farming there. It may there-
fore be expeéted that the fame implements of hufbandry, and
the fame rotation of crops, will be found on thofe farms
which are under their management, as we fee in Fife or Eaft
Lothian, except when a different mode of farming is pur-
fued, to gratify the views of the proprictor. The next in

) rank
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rank to the heritors are the better fort of farmers, who may
be thus claffed :

Tenants paying about L. 8o rent . . 2
40 . . . 3

30 . . - 4

_ 20 . . . 4

—_— from L. 20 to 10 . . . 9
— from L.1o to 3 . . . . 56
78

The principal farmers mentioned above keep good cattle and
farming utenfils ; and of late years they fow fome clover and
rye-grafs feeds, as well as their landlords. They are alfo
"ambitious to have their farms properly inclofed, on rea-
fonable terms ; but the other claffes of tenants confider in~
clofures as, a grievance, and would rather partake of every
thing in common. Their cattle are alfo of an inferior fize ;
aad they never fow grafs feeds ; but, inftead of this, when
their land is exhaufted by a repeated fucceflion of crops,
they allow it to lie /ea or untilled for two or three years ; du«
ring which time they pafture it till it gets a turf again; and
then tidl and fow it with oats, and deave another piece of
ground lea in its turn. It is no wonder that thefe farmers
thould have poor returns from their lands 3 for, nothing but
fcanty crops can be expeted from fuch wretched manage-
ment. Another clafs of people ftill remains to be mentioned,
who, though they cannot be ftrictly called farmers, are fo in
part, as they occupy one, two, or three acres of ground.
Thefe are commonly called cottars, i. e. cottagers, or mail-
ers, and often hold of the principal farmer. They do not
depend on farming for their entire fupport, being, in ge-

neral,
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neral, artificers, mechanics, or day-labourers; and thefe laft
do more juftice to their lands, and rear better crops on
their fmall lots than the poor tenants do on larger pofiel-
fions. # We fhall not attempt to give the exaét number of all
the cottars and mailers in the parifh ; but of fuch of them as
are artificers and mechanics, together with their apprentices,
the following is 3 complete lift.

. Taylors - . .
Shoemakers . .

Blackfmiths . , | 8
9

Millers . . 3
4

6

I

Mafons and flaters R ¢
Joiners and coopers
Cart-wrights v
‘Weavers ’ .

Dyer . . .

‘We may obferve, that, as the above number of mecha-
nics cannot be fuppofed to find conftant employment in the
. parith, they work ogcafionally in the neighbourhood, and
cmploy their leifure hours in cultivating their fmall lots of
land, where potatoes are always the¢ ftaple crop. Among
fuch a number. of farmers as we have defcribed, there muft
he various methods of culture. Ovn' the farms of the bet-
ter fort, if is common to fee two ftrong horfes yoked in the
plough, under the management of 3 fingle plougbman, or
fix oxen yoked in fucgeflive pairs, which require a driver,
Others, again, Jom two horfes and two oxen, believing that
the fprightlinefs of the horfes will carry forward the oxen
with more alacrity. But the poorer tenants yoke in one
élough, horfes, oxen, and cows, pramifcuoufly, which often
exhibit a miferable fpeftacle, and clearly thews that they are
more folicitous to increafe the number, than improve the
quality of their cattle, Within a dozen years, an improve-

' ’ meny

Shopkeepers .
Apprentices . 36
Bleagher . .

- O\ tCe s W
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ment has been introduced, which deferves to be peculiarly
attended to, as it has anfwered all the good purpofes that
were expedted from it, viz. The oxen are now harnefled
by many farmers in the fame manner as horfes, which théy ‘
work in the plough; the confequence is, that the animal
draws with more power, and alfo with more feeming eafe to
itfelf, than when it was yoked by the neck. And, to pre.
vent any inconveniency arifing from the horns of the ox in
putting on the collar, there is a firap and buckle ufed, by
which the collar opens and fhuts. The prevailing opinion
feems to be in favour of labouring with oxen rather than
borfes, which are liable to fo many accidents, and a certain
lofs in the end ; but it has fared with :this, as with many o-
ther juft maxims, it is more readily affented to in fpeculation
than reduced to prattice. There are about 10 oxen wains
now in this parifh, befides 30 coops or box carts, drawn by
two horfes, employed by the proprietors and principal farm-
A‘hput twenty years ago, there were fcarcely half that
number There are near 100 ploughs of all forts, but many
of them very light and trifling. Befides the carts new men-
tioned, there are about 300 fmall rung carts, as they are
called, which are employed in leading home the fuel from
the mofs, and the corn to the barn-yard. Thefe carts have,
inftead of whecls, fmall folid circles of wood, between 20
and 24 inches diameter, called tumblmg wheels. It is alfo
very common to place a coarfe, firong batket, formed like 3
fugar loaf, acrofs thefe fmall carts, in which the manure is
carried from the dung hill to the field. Thefe kinds of carts
are called Kellachys ; and are not only ufed in thl; diftrict,
but over all the north country. To form fome idea of the
flate of farmipg in this diftrict, we fubjoin the following ab
firad of the manner in whlch the ground i is laid down, toge-
ther



V4 Stafifical Account

ther with the proportions which the feveral crops bear tg
each other.

Acres.

Sown with oats, about . . . 1000
—— barley e . L] . §oo
—— peafe . . . . 120
—— clover and rye grafs . . 300
—— potatocs L. . . . i4o
—— turnips . . . 30
~———- wheat . . ’ . 30
—— beans ’ . . . 10
—  flax . . . . 6
— rye ' . . . . 20
—— leas . . . . - 94
2250

The average returns from the above fowings are very incon-
fiderable. The barley yields only about 5, and the oats 4
returns, Hence, cven in the bef} years, the parith can fpare
very little corn for the market. The reafon why flax and
wheat are fo little cultivated in the parifh, is the want of
mills to manufatture thefe articles,

Price of Labaur and Provifions.—The wages paid to fer-
vants cﬁgaged in domeftic employments vary according to
the circumftances of their mafters; but the wages of thofe
fervants who are employed in the labours of the field can be
more ecafily afcertained, Of thefe laft mentioned, fome eat
in their mafter’s houfe, but by far the greateft number live
in cottages of their own, and reccive 6 bolls of meal inftead
of board, and L. 3 pounds Sterling of wages annually. This
is the average rate for ordinary ploughmen and carters. From
thig rule, however, there are many exceptions, A plough-

man
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than who excels fometimes get L. 5 or L. 6 wages, and 8 ¢r
10 bolls of meal. Befides the above, every man férvint has
the privilege of planting about half z boll of potatoes for his
own ufe, rent free. The uvfual wiges of female férvants in
farmers houfes is from L. 1:4: 0 to L. 1 : 10 : 0 yearly. The
¢ommon method of managing the harveft work is to hire.
a certain numbér of fhearers for the harveft quarter, pro-
portioned to the fize of the farm : This is the old cuftom.
The men get about a boll and an half, 4nd the women a boll

"of meal, inftead of meat and wagés, during the harveft feas
fon. But the ative and intelligent part of the farmers begin
to Tee the inconvenience of the above pratice ; becaufe, while
they arc confioed to a few hands, they may lofe by one ftor-
my day as much as would defray the whole charges of cut-
ting down the crops. Hence, they now hire their fhearers
for the day, and increafe or diminifh their number according
to the ftate of their crops. This is evidently the more ra-
tional plan of the two. The men receive 7 d. per day, and
the women 6d. The price of mowing hay is ufually from
2s. 2d.to 2s. 6d. per acre. Day labourers receive for or-
dinary work 6d. per day all the year through, and fomething
extraordinary if their labour is harder than ufual. They are
more willing, however, to work by the piece ; and then they
will earn, perhaps, 1s. and upwards per day. Trenching
ground about 18 inches deep, if it be free from roots and
ftones, cofts 4 d. the rood of 6 yards fquare ; but, if the foil
is rugged, and hard to work, it cofts 8 d. The price of grain,
meal, and all forts of provifions, has been gradually ad-
vaucing for feveral years, and is not likely to fall. Per.
haps the average price of barley and oat-meal, for 20 years
paft, has been about 14s. per boll. This obfervation, and
what follows refpeting the price of provifions, holds true
with regard to a confiderable part of the county of Rofs, as

well
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well as the parith of Kiltearn. Nothing can give a better
idea of the advanced price of provifions, than the following
coemparative view of the price of fome necefary articles of
living in 1760 and 1790.

Prices in 1560,  Prices in 1790,
. Boll of barley, or cat-meal L.o 10 0 L.o 16 0
Highland cow . . 1160 3 oo

Beef and mutton per b, @ o013 o o 24to3d.
Fowls cach . . o o1} © 04 togsd,
Stone of butter, of 21 1b. o 6o O I12to0 148,
wie— cheefe . e« © 24 O 4t05s,

The above advanced price of pravifions muft be fen(bly felt
by perfons whofe incomes are ftationary, and who have no
means of improving them,

Poor.—There is little difference as to the method of pro-
viding for the poor in the feveral parifhes of this county, but
what arifes from the largenefs or fmallnefs of the funds ap-
propriated for that purpefe. It is truly matter of regret,
that no proper and effe€tual fcheme has ever been devifed
among us to provide for the poor. At prefent they chiefly
“fubfift by begging from door to door, not only in the refpec-
tive parifhes to which they belong, but over all the county;
and it would feem hard to prohibit them from begging, as
they have no alternative but to ftarve. The weekly collec-
tions made in the churches are very inadequate to the pur-
pofe of fupporting the poor in any of our parithes. In this
parith, the colleftions never exceed L. 8 or L. 1o Sterling
yearly. About L. 6 arifes from charitable mortifications,
which, added to the above, makes the whole fund for the
poor about L. r5.  After paying the feflion-clerk, and fome

other
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other officers of the'church, there remains only about L. 10

Sterling, Which is difiributed once a year among the moft.
indigent perfons of the parith by the kirk-fefion, in prefence

of the heritors. But how fmall a relicf can this afford,

when there are ufmally above 100 perfons upon the poor’s

lift here, who have every claimn to chariry that indigence.and

infrmity can give them ? nor will it appear furprifing that
the poor’s roll in this place hould be fo large, when it is re-
collcted that there are g6 widows ia it

Rivers, Lakes, and Fifberiss—Among the feveral fireams
of water which run through this parith, only two of them
deferve to be mentioned.  Firft, Skiak, which falls into the
fea, clofe by the church. The banks on both fides are cover-.
<d with bruthwood and trees of various kinds, moft of which
grow naturally. This river being traced toits faurce, is found
¢o terminate in a colle®ion of fmall ftreams that meet toge-
ther in the valleys, at the foot of the feveral mountains. The
other river whicth we fhall mention is Aultgrande, i.e. in
Gaclic, the ugly water, or burn, {o called on account of fome-
rocks throngh which it runs down, that make a.very formi-
dable appearance,. which will be more particularly defcribed
under the article Curisfties. This river falls into the fea
about half a mile ecaft of the former, and has its banks on
each fide covered with trees and fhrubs. When the fnow
melts on the mountains, this river frequently pours down
its fitreams with great rapidity, and often proves highly
detrimental to the adjacent lands. It takes its rife in
Loch Glafs, a beautiful frefh water lake about 6 miles from
the fea. This lake never freezes till about the fpring feafon,
and not even then, unlefs the froft be uncommonly fevere,
It is about § miles long, and near 1 mile broad, and navi-
gable all the way, This, together with feveral other fmaller

Vou. 1L Na lakes
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lakes fituated upon the north fide of Ben-Uaifh, affords abon
dance of fine trout, though they are not of a larze fise, There
is a fmall ifland near the fouth end of this lake, where it is
faid one of the lairds of Fowlis. had formerly a fammer-
houfe, Befides the trout takesn- m the rivers and lakes, there
are a good number of falmon caught on the fea coaft,
fometimes by nets and cobles, called a g/ fifbing, but chick-
ly by means of yaires, or fmall inclofures, built in a corve or
femicircular form near the fliore. At high water the falmon:
comes within thefe yaires, and at low water is eafily taken,
having no way to efcape.. TFhis is the fimpleft and cheapeft
mode of fithing that can be devifed. ‘There are ufually four
or five yaires kept up in the parifh; and each proprictor
takes fith enough to fupply himfelf and a few friends. Ina
xgood fithing feafon he cam fend fome to market. Flour~
ders, herring-fry, or fprats, are feequently taken in thefe

yaires. :

Foffils,. Mines, and Minerals~In digging for peats in the
mofles of this parith, numbers of fir trees are found, which
afford a clear proof that thofe extenfive tradls of ground were
once covered with trees, which muft have added much to the
‘heauty ‘of the country, and have been fhelter to the cattle,
Thefe trees that are dug out of the mofles are perfely found,
and laft long when applied to the purpofe of building. One
chief benefit derived from them is, that they burn well, and
afford excellent light to the country people, who cannot af-
ford to buy candles. Clay and fheil marl are to be found in
this parith. The clay marl is met with in a mofs called
Boginturie, upon the eftate of Fowlis, 3 miles diftant from
the fea fhore. There is abundance of it ; and it has anfwered
well with thofe who have tried it. It will probably come in-
to more repute in proportion as the true notion of farming

prevails.
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prevails. The fhell marl, -though of an excellent quality,
-does not afford fe rich a fupply as the other, as there is only
a {inall vein that appears near the church, and is found in
the fame dire@ion about the weft end of the pari(hi. Itis
pretty remarkable that this fhell masl is found at the diftance
of about 200 yards from the fea, and at leat 3o feet perpen-
dicular above its level. ‘T'here are very flattering appear~
ances of coal in all the weftern part of the parith, from the
fea to the hills. Several years ago, one or two attempts were
made to difcover a proper mine, but it was not purfued with
that ardour and perfeverance which the importance of the
objet deferved. The perfogs formerly employed only bored
in 2 or 3 places. They acknowledged that they found coal,
but pretended it lay fo deep, that unlefs the vein wasconfide-
rable, it would not pay the expence of working ; but we can.
not help fufpe&ting that they knew but little, and prefumed a
great deal.  Confidering, however, the public {pirit and inde-
jpendent fortunes of feveral gentlemen concerned, it is to be
hoped that they will once more make a fair trial of the coal
mines in this diftri&, by finking one or two pits, and employ-
ing fome fkillful hands for a few months to work in the
mines, and afcertain the value of the ceal. The expence
would not be very great: The attempt would at leaft be lau-
dable, and moft probably would be crowned with fuccefs. In
arock on the banks of Aultnacaorach, i. ¢. the fbeep durn, (a
rivulet that falls into Aultgrande), there arc indications of
lead ore. The only trial ever made of it was about 36 years ago,
by one Churles Smith, a common miner, who fmelted a piece
of the ore taken from this rock, which produced good lead.
Near the fterehoufe of Fowlis there is a chalybeate fpring,
which has been drank with falutary effeéts about 6o years
ago. There is another fpring at Teinleod, above Fowlis
Laftle, called 5t Colman’s Well. Whether it has any me-

dicina]
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dicinal virtue we have not heard ; but it was'a common prage
tice, in the memory of fome fill alive, for fuperftitious per-
. fons to frequent the well, and, afier drinking the water, to
tye fome rags to the branches of the furrounding trees.

Roads and Bridges—Very particular attention has been paid
of late years to the roads in this diftri&t ; and the bridges have
been widened for the conveniency of carriages. The new
bridge over Aultgrande is remarkably neat, and well finithed,
and does credit to Mr Kyle, the architect, who built it. All
the bridges are built and kept in repair at the expeace of the
county. The roads are kept igrepair by the ftatute labour,
which the inhabitants pertorm perfonally, and very feldom
by commutation. An improvement is now making on the
road that leads through this parith, which will add much to
the pleafure and comfort of travellers. The chief heritor
has, at a confiderable expence, carried off the road in a fweep
or curve, about a quarter of a mile farther fouth than it was
formerly. By this means, travellers will not only pafs through
the middle of rich fields and fine plantations of trees, but
will alfo have a full view of that antient and clegant manfion,
Fowlis Caftle. This improved raad was begun in 1790, and
will be completed in the courfe of ryq1.

Villages, Schools, {8 Manufailures.—There is only one fmall
village in the parifh, called Drummond, fituated in a level
ficld contcguous ta the river Skiack. This village is yet in
its mfancy, but, as the fituation of it is centrical, and a-
greeable, being on the poft-road between Dingwall and No-
var Inn, there is every reafon to belicve that it will increafe
confiderably in a few years. At prefent, there is a public
houfe, two fhop.keepers, a dyer of woolen ftuffs, who keeps
a prefs and fcouring-mill ; and a few other mechanics. Two

.
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foirs or markets are held here annually ; the one early
in June, and the other the firft week in December, where
black cattle and other country commodities are fold.y
and, though the proprietor exacts no toll or cuftom, he
maintains a guard while the market lafts, to keep order, and
prevent riots. The fair in December is known by the name
of the Goofe-market. But, as no geefe are {old at i, the
name Goofe-market has probably takea its rife from an ¢
fertainment nfually given by the gentlemen of the parith to
the pripcipal inhabitants on the fecond day of the market,
where a goofe (being then in feafon,) always makes a part of
the kaft. On this occafion, there is no excefs in drinking
encouraged ; and the company meet merely for the fake of
focial intercourfe. Adjoining to the village of Drummond
is the parith fchool, which is commonly attended by 6o or
80 children, and often by a much greater number. The fa.
lary paid by the heritors to the mafter is a chalder of barley ;
and, as precenter and feflion-clerk, his emoluments will a2«
mount to about L. 4, befides the quarter-fees paid by the
{cholars, which are as low and moderate as any where in Scot-
land; Englith being taught for 1s. per quarter; writing
1s.6d. ; arithmetic 2 s.; and Latin 2s. 6d. It is no more
than juftice to fay that the education of youth is at prefent
condu@ted at the fchool upon the moft approved plan, and
with correfpondent fuccefs. To which we may add, that,
befides what is ufually taught at grammar fchools, feveral o-
ther branches of ufeful fcience and literature are taught here, -
fuch as the French language, geography, gecometry, book-
kecping, and the different branches of pradtical mathema-
tics. This deferves the more to be remarked, becaufe fq
few country parifhes are favoured with fimilar advantages
for educating their youth. Within a quarter of a mile of the
ﬂlhgcofl)rummond, to the eaft, op the farm of Uppes

Balcony,
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‘Balcony, there is a licenfed dittillery for aquavitae or whitky,
which pays L. 30, and confumes about 180 bolls of barley
yearly ; but it is much to be regretted that a great quantity
of {pirits, befide the whole produce of this diftillery, is con-
fumed within the parith. On the oppofite fide of the river,
and clofe to the New Bridge, is Culcairn Bleachfield, the
only one in the county. This bleachficld was firft cfta-
blithed by the late John Munro, Efq; of Culcairn, father of
the prefent proprictor of that name, in 1751. Though it
promifed well for feveral years, yet it afterwards declined
much, while it pafied through the hands of different maga-~
gers.  In the year 1779, it fortunately fell into the hands
of the prefent manager, William Tait, from Salton:-Bleach-
field in Eaft Lothian. The proprietor, obferving that Me
Tait was not deficient, either in fkill or adtivity, refolved to
give him every encouragement, granted him a leafe of the
bleachfield, and built a comfortable houfe for him. A clear
proof of the rapid progrefs this field has made under the
prefent manager is, that, in the year 1779, there were only
440 picces of cloth bleached here; but, in the year 1790,
the number of pieces amounted to 2242. The Honourable
Board of Truftees, being well informed of Mr Tait’s induf-
try and fuccefs, were pleafed, in 1786, to grant L. go for
ereting a drying houfe. And it is not doubted that, on a
proper reprefentation, they will give fome further aid to.
wards fetting up proper machinery, and a complete bleaching
apparatus, atthis very flourifhing field.

Inns and Ale.boufes—~—There are only two licenfed ale-hou-
fes in the parith which pay excife-duty ; one at Drummond,
and the other at Wefter Fowlis. Thefe are neceffary for the
accommodation of travellers, and for tranfalting country
bulinefs, But there are a number of blind whitky houfes,

’ fitvated
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ftuated in obfcure corners, at a diftance from the public
road. Thefe laft are much frequented by tipplers, and dram-
drinkers, who fometimes fit up whole nights at their debauch.
Such tippling-honfes have proved a great nuifance for {everal
years paft, and have been very prejudicial to the health, the
morals, and the circumftances, of feveral inhabitants of this
parith. It is not uncommon to fee two mechanics, or
day-labourers, repairing once or twice a-day to one of thefe
enfnaring haunts, and drinking a choppin bottle of unmixed
whifky at cach time, with as great eafe as their forcfathers
would drink a Scots pint of twopenny ale, or {inall beer:
‘What adds to the grievance is, that the keepers of thefe core
rupting haunts are not always very fcrupulous as to the mode
of receiving -payment for their drink. When money fails,
they will receive meal and vitual at a low price, which is
often ftolen from the mills, and farmers barns. When-thia
refource fails, they receive houlehold furniture, and wearing
apparel. An evil that has come to fuch a height loudly calla
for the interpofition of the civil magiftrate ; and it is a great
pity that the gentlemen of the diftrit who are Juftu:cs of the

peace, and are remarkably temperate themfelves, have not

made greater exertions to fupgrgfs this growing evil.

Advantages and Difadvantages.~As it is the common log
of mankind to have their condition in this world checquers
ed with a mixture of good and evil, fo it cannot be denied
that the inhabitants of Kiltearn have their own fhare, both
of the advantages and difadvantages of life. It is a very fa-
vourable circumftance for this parifh, that it is fituated ony
a beautiful bay, and within four leagues of Cromarty ; from
which place there is a communication by fea once every fort-
night to London and Leith. Befides, there are three feverak
barbours in the parith, viz, at Balcony, Fowlis, and Ardullig

point,
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point, where veflels from 8o to 100 ton§ burden may lad
ind unload, and anchor with the greateft fafety, as there are
#o dangerous rocks or fhelves near the fthore. Excellent free-
florie quarries, that are eafily wrought, are to be met in e-
vc'r‘y corner of the parith. This circumftance, -added to the
4bundance of timber, affords: great encouragement to carry
ofi buildings, and other improvemeats. The advantages of
éducation which are to be bad at the public fchools here, is
a very cncouragfng ‘circumftance to determine fuch as have
#ifing families to fettle among us. The prevailing tafte for
biildittgs and improvements among the gentlemen of the pa-
tifh is a great bleffing to artificers and day-labourers ; which
was p'articularly/ experienced in the hard years 1782 and
1183 ; being, under God, the mean of preferving many fa-
milies from perithing for want' of bréad. But, as the gentle-
fen’s improvements will foon be completed, many hands
who are now employed will be at a lofs to provide for them-
felves and their familits, unlefs fome manufaGtures are fpeed-
ﬁy eftdblithed ; and, co‘nﬁde‘rin’g the great number of women
inthé parith, it would be defirable that fonte manufadture
fhould be introduced to employ the females, and children of
both fexes; for it is a hard.’eafe, when a labouring man is
unable to work, by age or ficknefs, that his family has no
means of earning a fubfiftence, however unwilling to work.
‘This.leads us to mention another difadvantage which the poor
wenien labour under here, which is, that they feldom have
proper affitance when in child-bed, as there is no regularly
bred midwife in the parifh. “This often proves of fatal con.
fequence to women in that fituation, which, of all others,
Rquire the moft tender care, as well as fkill. It is alfo
much to be withed that the inhabitants in general were better
lodged than they can poffibly be in their prefent huts. In no
¢ountry, perhaps, are the gentlemen better lodged, and the
' tenants
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Setants worfe accommodated, than in this parith; for, whe
could fuppofe that, among the 385 houfes in the parith, there
arc not forty, in which a perfon accuftomed to a decent ac-
commodation, would choofe to lodge a fingle night. Per-
haps their being fo frequently obliged to remove their cotta
ges makes them lefs folicitous to have them comfortably
built, The greateft. number are built of carth, and are ufu-
ally razed to the ground once in § or 7 years, when they are
added to the dunghill. Indeed, they cannot afford to build
them of better materials, not even with clay and ftone 3 and
yet, as a proof of the late increafe of population, when any
of thefe mean huts become vacant; theré are perhaps five or
fix candidates for themj and the fuccefsful ome is fuppo-
fed to owe the preference to fuperior intereft; But; among
the chicf difadvantages of this parifh may be reckoned the
extreme poverty of many who become farmers: Too many
affume this chara&ter who have hardly any ftock to begin
with 5 and the confequence is, that, after ftruggling for a
few years to keep credit,~they at laft fink under the load of
poverty, while the landlord has a long arrear of retit duc to
him, In a word, it canuot be denied that many among us
have the name of farmers who ought more properly to be
day-labourers. Indeed, fome of their own lLired fervants
have the neceflaries of life with a greater degree of comfort
than their mafters, the farmers.  Ote circumftance very pre.
judicial to the farmers is, that they are too much at the
mercy of their fervants. When a fervant engages with &
poor farmer, he bribes him with a‘promifc of high wages 3
and, when money fails, he allows his fervant to fow a quan-
tity of corn for his own ufe, and to keep a cow in fummer,
and perhaps two or three in winter, on the farm, which

brings certain ruin upon the tenant in the end. We will add;-

that it is a great lofs to have fo few jufltices of peace in the
Vor. L Ooe diftrict
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diftri@ to take cognizance of this and other grievances. The
latt particular we fhall mention, under the head of difadvan-
tage, is not confined to this parith only, but is equally felt in
the parifhes around us, viz. the perfonal fervice of the te.
nants. ‘Thefe, however, were formerly more grievous than
‘at prefent ; for it is not long fince the farmers, their fervants,
and horfes, muft have been ready at a call from the laird
when he had any operations to carry on on his farm, or o-
" therwife. They ploughed, barrowed, manured, and reaped,
the landlord’s farm, while their own were often neglected.
Here, however, we muft obferve, that, in former times,
thefe fervices, though a burden, were not fuch a grievance
as they would be now. ‘The rents were then low, and mo-
ney fcarce. Hence the fervices made a coafiderable part of
.the revenue which landlords derived from their lands. But
now the cafe is altered ; and, wherever tenants are expeted
. to thrive, perfonal fervices muft be difpenfed with, and
commuted. ['hat which has been longeft kept up, is the
providing a certain quantity of peats or fuel for the mafter
yearly, which interferes much with the labours of the hufs
bandinan, as his whole time is employed in providung his
own and his landlord’s fuel, fromn the time the feed is fown
till the beginning of harveRt. Thus, he lofes all that time in
which he ought to provide manure for his land. The per-
fonal fervices of the tenants are, however, always limited,
and as exa&tly known asthe rent of the farm. Some propri-
etors of lands in the parifh have begun, of late, to accept of
a converfion for all fervices, and alfo to grant leafes to the
induftrious part of the farmers. If thefe converfions were
modecrate; and if the tenants were encouraged to build decent
houfes, it would conduce to the comfort of the farmer, and
the intereft of the landlord.

Language,
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, Language, and Etymology of Names.—The language com-
monly fpoken here is the Gaelic, or Larfe ; but, of late years,
the Englith begins to be more cultivated than formeriy, and.
is underftood by the gpncqaijty of the inhabitants. The
c_j:urch fervice is performed bere, as in the greateft part of.
the county, in Gaclic in th¢ forgnoon, and in Englith in the
aficrngon.

The names of places feem, in general, to be of Gaelic ori-
ginal. For exau.ple, Balcony, that is, in Earfe, a dwell’mg-'
place. This is a beautiful feat, fituated on the banks of the
river Skiack, on a fine eminence, which flopes gradually to-
wards the fea. 'This was formerly‘one of the feats of the
antient Earls of Rofs. Hence it is called Balcony vie Dho-
mail, or MacDonald’s habitation. Ketwal, that is, in Earfe,
Kead vail, or, the firft pofleffion. acquired by the Earls of
Rof: in this parith. Tennaird, that is, the houfe on the height.
Mountgerald is a modern name given by Mr M¢Kenzie,
father to the prefent proprictor, to a place formerly called
Clyne, being fituated on an indlined plain. This name was
given in allution to Fitzgerald, who came from Ireland, and
who was the progenitor of the M‘Kenzies.

Antiquities and Curiofities.~About half a mile to the weft
of the houfe of Clyne, and a quarter ot a mile to the north
of the poft road, is a remarkable piece of antiquity, which
phainly appears to have been ere@ed by the Druids, and ufed
by them as a place of facred worfhip. It confifts of a fingle
row of twelve large ftones, placed upright, and 1o difpofed as
to form two- ovals, which are joined to each othcr. 'The
areas of thefe ovals are equal; they are 13 feet from eaft to
weft, and 1o feet in the middle from north to fouth. At the
weft end of one of them is 3 ftone, which rifes 8 feet above the

furfag
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furface of the earth; the other ftones are from 4 %o 6 feet
long. There is alfo, in the middle of this oval, a flat ftone,
which was probably the altar; it feems to have ftood for-
merly at the caft end, but has been thrown down by fome
accident. Diftant about 3 paces from the eaftern oval is a
gircular hollow, faid to have been a well of a confiderable
depth, but it is now filled up; its diameter at top is 8 feet.
Thefe ovals are fituated on the top of an eminence, roond
which are marked out three concentrig circles ; one at the bot-
tom, another 28 paces above the former, and the third 12 paces
higher, immediately furrounding the ovals, The circumfe-
rvence of the firft is 80, of the fecond 5o, and of the third,
or higheft circle, 35 paces. It is obfervable, that thefe cu-
rious remains have a great refemblance to many others in dif-
ferent places of Great Britain, particularly to thofe in the pae
rith of Addington, near Malling in Kent, (an account of which

- is given by Mr Colebrooke in the Archaeoloyia, vol. ii. page
107.), and the celebrated ones at Stonehenge in Wiltthire ®.
Large conical heaps of ftones, or cairns, as they are called,
are to be met with on the tops of many of the hills and emi-,
nences in the parith. About 800 paces to the weft of the
_above ruin is a circular cairn, in diameter about 3o paces,
containing, in the center, a grave 3 feet 6 inches long, 18
inches broad, and 14 inches deep, neatly lined with four flat
ftones, and covered by another. There are alfo at the
circumference three graves of the fame dimenfions, on the
caft,.fouth, and weft, but they are in a more ruinous condi-
tion than the central one. It is probable that thefe were the
{epulchres of a certain family or tribe ; the chicf was buried
m,.

* In arder to make the above defcription more eafily under.
ftood, <1 Robertfon fubjoined a fketch of -the form and fituae
tion of trefe ttones; and the Fditor is forry that the plan of
this wark would not fuffer an éngraving of it to be made.
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in tbe center, and his relatives or dependents at certain di-
flances around him. But we fhall be at a lofs to account for
the fmalinefs of thefe graves, unlefs we fuppofe them to have'

contained only the athes or bowels of the deceafed perfon:.

Thefe, it is likely, were depofited in earthen pitchers or vafes,
as feveral veffels of that kind have been dug up by the plough’
in the neighbourhood of thefe cairns. There is alfo on the
north fide of the river dkiack, and nearly oppofite to the
village of Drummond, a grave of an oblong form, Lined wnth
ftone in the fame manner as thofe above defcribed ; it is calI-
ed the Priceft’s Sepulchre, and is 7 feet long, 3 broad, and
about 33 deep. It is evident from thefe remains, and many
others of a fimilar nature, which abound in almoft every part'
of the Highlands of Scotland, that it was the cuftom of our:
anceftors to cover their burying places with heaps of ftones; 3,
and the reafon probably was, to prevent the bodies from be-
ing dug up, and devoured by the wolves, wild boars, and
other beafts of prey, which then infefted the country *.
There are ruins of five different chapels dnd burying places
in this panth, viz. one at Balcony, called St Ninian’s Chapel,
one at Culaatkeath, onc at Wefter Fowlis, one at Kilchoan,
and one at Limlair, near the {ea thore, calied St Mary’s Cha-:
pel.  Several families continue fhill to bury at the laft named
chorch-yard, and therc are fome veftiges of the maate, or
minifter’s houfe, contiguous to it. l'he laft incumbent’s
name was Mr Henry Kincaid, who feems to have lived about
the beginning of the laft century; for it appears from fome
records that he difpofed of certain teinds to the Baron of
Fowlis in 1607.

The

® « 'l add a flone to your cairn,”. was formerly a prover~
w expreﬂ'aon of friendthip among the Highlanders.
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The natoral curiofiy that chicfly deferves notice is the
eock called Craig-yrande, or. the ugly rock. 'This is a deep
chaim or abyts, formvd by two oppofite precipices that rife
perpendicularly to a great height, through which the Aulte
grande runs for the fpace of 2 miles. It begins at the di-
ftance of 4 miles from the fea, by a bold projection into the
channel ot the river, which it diminifhes in breadth by at leaft
one half. The river continues to run with rapidity for about
three quarters of a mile, when it is contined by a fudden jut-
ting out of the rock. Here, the fide view from the fummit
is very ftriking. The courfe of the fiream being thus im-
l}cded, it whirls and foams, and beats with violence againtt
the oppofing rock, till, colleting ftrengrh, it fhoots up per-
pendicularly with great fury, and, forcing its way, darts with
the fwiftnefs of an arrow through the winding paflage on the
other fide. After paffing this obftruction, it becoaies in
many places inwvifible, owing partly to the imcreafing depth
and narrownefs of the chafin, and partly to the view being
int-rcepted by the numerous branches ot trees which grow
or cach fide of the precipice.  About a quarter of a mile far-
th r down, the co 'niry people have thrown a flight bridge,
compoted of tru ks of trces covered with turf, over the rock,
whoie rhe chalm s about 106 teet wide. Here the obferver,
if be has intrep.dity -nough to venture himfelf on fuch a tot-
tering fupport, and can lcok down on the gulph beiow with-
out any uncaly fenfations, will be gratified witha view equal-
ly awful and aftonifhing, The wildnefs of the fteep and rug-
ged rocks ; the gloomy horror of the cliffs and caverns, ¢ in-
« acceflible oy mortaé trod,” and where the genial ‘rays of
the fun never yet penctrated ; the water falls which are heard
pouring down in different places of the precipice, with founds
various in proportion to their diftance; the hoarfe and hol-
low murmuring of the river, yhich runs at the depth of near

: o 1
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130 feet below the furface of the carthi; the fine groves of
pines, which majeftically climb the fides of a beautiful i
nence, that rifes immediately from the brink ot the chaimj
all thefe ohjeéts cannot be contemplated without exciting
emotions ot wonder and admiration in the mind of every be-
holdes  [he appearance of this fingular and piCturcique
fcene, will naturally bring to the recollection of the claffical
fpetator thofe beautitul lines of Virgil, in which he delcribes
the gulph, through which his Ale&o fhoots herfelf into the
infernal regions:

e denfis hunc frondibus atrum

Urget utrimque latus nemoris, medioque fragofus -

Dat fonitum faxis et torto vortice torrens. .

Hic fpecus horrendum, et faevi fpiracula Ditis

Monftrantur ; ruptoque ingens Acheronte vorage

Peftiferas aperit fauces ;— :
Critics may labour to convey the force and meaning of the
author’s words; and travellers nay, by their ingenious de-
feriptions, give us a ft.11 more lively idea of their beauty and
propriety ; but he who would fee a living' commentary on
this noble paffage, muft vifit the rock of Aultgrande = There
is alfo a2 moft delightful ride from the church of Kiltearn to -
Ardullic by the fea fide, which is only fordable at low wa-"
ter. Here the traveller has the fea on the one hand, and a
fine view of Ferntofh on the.oppofite fide of the bay. On
the other hand there is'a bank covered with various trees
and thrubs. as oak, beech, larix, fpruce fir; and about half
way there is a perpendicular rock, about 3o feet high, alfo
covered with fhrubbery. Here there is a natural cafcade, or
fall of water. and clofe to the fall an artificial grove, and feat,
planted around with flowers, and fome ornaments fixed i
- the
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the face of the rock ; all which is very gratifying to any one
-who takes a forenoon’s ride for pleafure, But, as the fine
.plantations contribute fo much to the beauty of this parith,
_we cannot avoid taking notice of it as a remarkable event,
greatly to be regretted, that, upon the 17th day of janoary

1791, the high wind broke down, and tore up by the roots, |

.about 6000 fine firs in the different plantations upon the eftate
.of Fowlis. We muft not omit to take notice of a place call-
.ed Corrivackie, which is fo fituated behind the great hill of
Uaith, that the fun does not fhine there from November te
the beginning of March.

Church.~It has never been afcertained beyond a doubt
who is patron of this parith,” The only claimants are, the
Crown, and the family of Fowlis, All the minifters from
the Revolution, down to 1770, were fettled by a call from
the heritors. The prefent incumbent, and hie. predeceffor,
were fertled by royal prefentations. Mr Harry Robertfon
was tranflated from Clyne to Kiltearn the gth May 1796. He
has been married fince 1772, and has 8 children now living,
4 fons and 4 daughters. The church of this parith was
handfomely rebuilt in 1790, at the expence of L. 900 Stere
ling. The manfe and offices were built in 1762, at a very
moderate expeace. They require fome repairs ; and there is
no doubt that they will foon be made comfortable. The fii-
pend confifts of 136 bolls, half oat-meal, and half barley, and
L. 32 Sterling, with a glebe of 4 acres arable ground, withe
eut any grafs.

Eminent Men.—~Though every age, and every foil, does
not produce men of eminent talents, it cannot be denied thae
Kiltearn has given birth to feveral who have done honour to
their native country. The Munros have diltinguithed th-me

' ' fclves
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felves, at different periods, by their martial fpirit and warlike
atchievements, This circumftance is taken notice of by Bue
chanan, in the 17th book of his Hiftory, where, after fpeak-
ing of the difficulties in which Mary Queen of Scots was in-
volved at Invernefs, he adds, ¢ That, as foon as they heard
« of their Sovercign’s danger, a great number of the antient,
¢ Scots poured in around her, efpecially the Frafers and
¢« Munros, which (fays he) were efteemed among the moft
¢ valiant of the clans inhabiting thofe countries.” And, in
the war carried on by Guftavus Adolphus, King of Swe-
den, againft the Emperor Ferdinand II. there were fo ma-
ny of the name of Muuro, that, ameng the officers of
that name who ferved in that war, there were 3 generals,
8 coloncls, § licutenant-colonels, 11 majors, and above 30
captains, befides a great number of fubalterns. Many of them
gained great reputation in this war, particularly their chief,
Robert Munro, the 211t Baron of Fowlis, who fo diftinguifh-
ed himfelf by his military conduét, that he was made colonel
of two regiments at the fame time, one of foot, and another _
of horfe. It is not neceflary, on this occafion, to enumerate
the feveral illuftrious charaters that fprung from the houfe
of Fowlis, as this has already employed the pen of a very
learned and pious writer ®. But, it would be unpardonable
to omit mentioning the late Sir Robert Munro, who was kill-
ed at the battle of Falkirk on the 17th January 1746, There
are ftill many liviag witneffes to atteft how great an orna-
ment he was to his name and to his country. His condu&t
at the batt]e of Fontenoy was heard with juft applaufe through
all Grcat Brxtam, and there is {ill extant a copy of a let-

Vor.L Pp ter

® Vide an account of the antient family of the Munros of
Fowlis, in.the appendix to thie Life of Colonel Gardiner, by the
late Dr Doddridge. - .
. >
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ter from the Eletor Palatine to his .envoy at London, de-
firing him to thank the King of Great Britain, in his name,
for the excellent behaviour of the Highland regiment, while
they were in his territories, ¢ which, (as he fays exprefsly)
& was owing to the care of Sir Robert Munro, their licute.
¢ nant-colonel ; for whofe fake (he adds) he fhould always
¢ pay a regard to a Scotfman for the future.” Sir Harry
Munro, fon to Sir Robert juft mentioned, was highly diftin-
guithed in another line, as a fcholar of the firft rank. In
claffical learning he was an uncommon proficient. Hz hid
the foundation of his learning at Weltminfter fchool, and
perfefted it at the univerfity of Leyden. He cmp!oycd his
leifure hours, for near 20 years, in writing a Iarge critical
work upon Buchanan’s Pfalms, which he finifhed, and left
completely prepared for the prefs. This work he fubmitted
to the review of she late learned Mr Thomas Ruddiman, who
gave his approbation of it, and paid the higheft compliments
fo the claffical knowledge and critical abilities of Sir Harry;
which appears by a holograph letter of Mr Ruddiman’s, fiill
extant in the library at Fowlis. Sir Harry having gone to
Edinburgh for the recovery of his health, died there on the
12th June 1781, Some divines have alfo flourifhed in Kil-
tearn that would do honour to any parith; but we fhall only
mention two. The firft is Mr Donald Munro. This emi-
nent man, cotemporary with the celebrated Buchanan, was
defcended of the family of Coul, a branch of the Munro's.
He was firft Archdeacon of the Ifles, and gave Buchanana
defcription of them, which he acknowledges in his Hiftory:
He was afterwards appointed fuperintendant of Rofs, and
parfon of Kiltearn. The other is Mr Thomas Hog, who was
fettled minifter at Kiltearn in 1655, but was turned out at
the reftoration to make way for an Epifcopal minifter. He
fuffered much perfecution, being long imprifoned in the Bas:

When
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When he obtained his liberty he retired to Holland, where
he was highly efteemed for his learning and picty. There is a
pamphlet publifhed, containing memoirs of his life, and many
remarkable anecdotes of him. There are feveral falts well
attefted, which indicate that he had a remarkable prefentie
ment of future events refpecting the Church in general, and
himfelf in particular. Even at a period when, to all human
appearance, it was moft unlikely, and when he was obliged
to fly from his country and charge, he foretold, with the
moft affured confidence, that there would be fuch a revolu-
‘tion as happened afterwards, and that he fhould return to his
charge at Kiltearn, and be buried there; which accordingly
turned out as he had faid. And, in confideration of his emi-
nent worth, and great fufferings, King William was pleafed
to appoint him one of his Chaplains for Scotland j but he
died very foon after his appointment, at Kiltearn, in 1692,
and is buried at the entry to the fouth-weft door of the
church. Some perfon, out of refpeét for his memory, and
zealous to exprefs the fenfc he had of Mr Hogg’s uncommon
worth, caufed the following fingular infcription to be put on
his grave-ftonc: ¢ This ftone will witnefs againft the pa-
« rithioners of Kiltearn, if ever they bring in an ungodly
¢« minifter here.” But, while we pay the juft tribute of praife
to thofe whofe ftations and advantages of education enabled
them to diftinguifh themfelves in the world, it would be une
. juft to overlook thofe blofloms of genius that fhoot forth in
the humble walks of life. Here, a watchmaker in this parith
naturally occurs to our view, This man (now about 30 years
. of age) was born and brought up in the Highland diftri€t of
this parifh, and, although he never faw a watch or clock till
he was grown up to manhood, yet, by mere intuition, has
made feveral clocks of coarfe materials, which go well. He
only wants a little inftrudtion and affiftance to make a figure
in
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in his line. It is a pity that he can neither read nor writ,
and hardly fpeaks Englith. There is alfo a {chool-boy, about
16 years of age, who difcovers a good tafte for drawing, and
promifes to arrive at fome eminence in that art, if his genius
was properly cultivated : As he is of a weak conftitution, he
is not fit for any hard labour. Such inftances of genius, who
want the advantages of education, are frequently to be met |
with in the world, and naturally fuggeft to the feeling heart |
that thought which Mr Gray fo beautifully exprefles in his |
"Elegy: ' !

¢ Perhaps, in this negletted fpot, is laid
¢ Some heart once pregnant with celeftial fire ;
¢ Hands, that the rod of empire might have fway'd,
¢¢ Or wak’d to ecftacy the living lyre:
¢ But knowledge to their eyes her ample page,
_« Rich with the fpoils of time, did ne’er uarol;
¢ Chill penury reprefi”d their noble rage,
¢« And froze the genial current of the foul.”

NUM.
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NUMBER XXXL
PARISH OF ROTHESAY.

By the Rev. Mr ArcHiBALD M‘LEa.

N —
Name, Situation, Extent.

HE antient Gaclic and patronimic name of the parith is
Cilla’bhruic. The modern, and perhaps the antient
name, by which it was generally known, by thofe particularly
who do not fpeak the Gaclic language, is Rothefay. The
meaning of Cilla’bhruic is, The church dedicated to St Broke,
of which he is the tutelar faint. There is a yearly fair held
in the town of Rothefay, called Feil-bhruic, or St Broke’s
fair. The etymology of Rothefay is not fully afcertained.
Some fuppofe it Danith. If it is of Gaelic original, the moft
natural and probable_etymology of it is, Riogh-Suidhe, that
is, The King’s feat, perhaps from there being an old caftle
in ity called the Caftle of Rothefay, fometimes the refidence
of certain of the Kings of Scotland. By thofe who fpeak the
Gaclic language, the parifh is always called Cilla’bhruic, or
Sgireachd Bhruic, that is, St Broke’s parith. And the
town of Rothefay is called Bailea Mhoide, or, The town
where the court of juftice is held. The ifland of Bute itfelf
is called, in that language, Oilean 2’ Mhoide, or, The ifland
where the court of juftice fits, The parith is fituated in the
ifland and county of Bute. From the reformation to the year

1639,
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1639, while prefbytery was the eftablithed form of church
government, the parifh of Rothefay was within the prefby-
tery of Irvine or Cuninghame, and fynod of Glafgow and Air.
In the year 1639, it was disjoined from that prefbytery and
fynod, and annexed to the Prefbytery of Denoon, and fynod
of Argyle, to which it ftill continues united. In the time of
Epifcopacy, it was within the diocefe of the Ifles ; and, by
the a& of parliament in 1617, appointing the chapter of the
Bithop of the Ifles, the Parfon of Rothefay was made Sub-
dean of the Ifles. The parith may be about ten miles long,
and from three to four broad. '

Population.—~There is no particular account of the antient
ftate of the population of the parith ; but, from the number
of ruinous and wafte houfes which were in the town of
Rothefay, it would appear to have been pretty populous, and
of fome note at an early period, About the year 1762, fome
of thefe ruins were begua to be rebuilt 3 and, fince that pe-

riod, the town has been gradually increafing fo much, that,

not only the former ruinous houfes have been all re-built,
but a number of new ftreets laid out and finithed.

Number of fouls in the parith of Rothefay the following
years, diftinguithing the number refiding in the country, and
the number refiding within the territory of the town of
Rothefay, taken from the Examination Roll of each year.

Years. Country. Town. Total, Years. Couatry. Town. Todal,
1966 1500 1158 2658 1771 1677 13411 3088
1767 1510 118t 2691 1772 1609 1387 2996
1768 1597 1254 2851 1773 1626 1352 2978
1769 1667 1326 2993 1774 1628 1343 20971
1770 1661 1470 3131 1775 1606 1359 2965
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Years, Conntry. Town. Total,  Years. Country, Town. Tapl,
1776 1628 1400 3028 1784 1421 1983 3404
1777 3554 1387 2041 - 1785 1424 3cBo : 3304:
1758 1563 1525 3088 1786 1430 218¢ 3610
1779 1566 - 1601 3167 1787 1406 2393 3699
1780 1592 1669 3261 1788 1436 2336 377%
1781 1543 1701 3244 1789 1432 2441 3373
1782 1515 1807 3322 1790 1425 2607 4033
1783 1485 1904 3389 : :

"y

Number of the marriages and baptifms in the panﬂxaf

Rothefay in the following years.

Mar. Bap, Mar, Bap.
1692 . a1 [ S 1760. 16, o9&
1700 315 49 . 1770 2§, 110
I7t10 3! 43 . 1780 . 30 96 -
1730 19 7% T 1790 . -42 - 124
1730 17 67 - . —_——
1740 .10 83 . 209 8ag

1750 24 8o Y

The regifter for baptifms and marriages, but not of
deaths, have been pretty diftintly kept in this parifh fince
1691, until thefe regifters were taxed, within thefc few.
years, by at of parliament, As an objet of taxation,
it muft turn to little account. As an obje® of police;.
attention to thefe regifters might become of confiderable
importance to the ftate, Were the prefent tax given to.
the kirk-feffion-clerk, as a falary for keeping the regifters
of baptifins, marriages, and burials, in each parifh, in a regu~
lar diftinét manner; and for making out yearly, at a particu.-
mmshﬂmﬁ;ogachmbe_gquﬁedbymemm;

R4
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of the parth, as.a true and exa& copy ; or by three elders in
aafe of a'vatincy § ‘together with an authentic account of the
mumber ‘of fouls ia the parith, made out in fuch manner as
might be found ncceffary ; and this extraét and note of the
number of foulsin the parith to be lodged, upon a certain day,
each year, in an office at Edinburgh, appointed for that pur-
pofe ; it would Be a fource of valuable information, to which
recourfc might be had, when found neceffary, with little
trouble. The caufe of the increafe of the population in the
town of Rothefay, fince the year 1766, may be a cuftom-
houfe eftablithéd there in 1765, the herring fithery, and a
cotton fpinning mill, ereted there about twelve or thirteen

yean ago.

Chareh and Shpmd, §o’c.—~The church was Guilt about the
year-1690, and the manfe in 1757. The ftipend is-about
L. 8o Sterling, exclufive of the manfe and gleBe. The Earl
of Baté is patron. * There are four heritors in the country
part of the parith, and a number of .fmill proprictors ‘within
the tefritory of the town, The number of poor perfons re-
ceiving charity may be about 70. The amount of collettions
and funds for their fupport i