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ANTIQUARIAN DISCUSSION.

Crirrorp.—Why, this is the best story I have
heard for many a day, for 1t has both salmon and
salmon fishing in it. ’

Avutnor.—The secret is out now about the fairies
and the peel-tower, and, for my own part, I shall
never in future doubt the prévoyance and judg-
ment of these good people. Aware, as they must
have been, that fate had decreed the lands of Tul-
lochcarron to be merged in those of Ballindalloch,
and seeing that this coming event would render the
commanding site of Ballindalloch’s proposed peel-
tower utterly valueless, as he would no longer have
any enemy’s territory to overlook, their regard for
his interest induced them to drive him out of his
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fancy, and to compel him to descend into the de-
lightful repose and shelter of the beautiful haugh
below.

DoMiNte.—'Pon my word, sir, there is much
reason in that observe of yours. That is always
premeesing that the story I told had been a tale
of reasonable and probable fack.

Avutnor.—But as you yourself remarked at the
conclusion of it, Mr. Macpherson, the wild faery
tale connected with the ancient foundations of the
peel-tower, may have some matter of truth wrap-
ped up init; and why may we not suppose, then,
that Ballindalloch, having commenced some small
exploratory building there, had afterwards discon-
tinued it, when the prospect of his sucoession to
the lands of Tullochcarron opened to him.

Douini.—Troth, I'm thinking you have gness-
ed it, sir,—that wul just be it.

GrantT.—The conjecture is at least as goed as
those of most antiguaries.

CrirrorD—It would certainly seem to have
some foundation in the old site. '

Avutrsor.—If that was meant as a pun, Mr.
Secretary, I think you should he immediately eon-
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demned to tell us & long story, in expiation of so
grave an offence.

Crirrorp.—The first time, certainly, that I
ever heard a pun called a grave offence ; but, to
bury all farther controversy, I will tell you a le-
gend which I learned when I was on a visit to
some of my relations in Ross-shire; and since you
think that my offence is so very heavy, I shall
impose on myself a long penance, of which I pray
the gods that you, my good auditors, may not suf-
fer any share.



