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THE

PREFACE.
^iMf HERE prefent the Reader with the firjl

Vl

j . Part of my Hijiory of our own Country.

•Jj
When I had left my laborious Employment

\
- \Q at the College, and began to enjoy a little

^Sfi Leifure, I could not think myfelf wholly dif-

.,;„.. jP' charged from the Service of the Publick.

,1' ?. ?:% As therefore my late Uncle, Sir John Ran-

dolph, had purpofed to write a Preface to our Laws, and

therein to give an Hijlorical Account of our Conjhtution and

Government, but was prevented from profecuting it to Effecl

by his many and weighty Publick Employments, and by the

vajl Burthen of private Bufmefs from his Clients, I thought

the Hijiory of Virginia would be no mean or unacceptable Un-

dertaking. For fuch a Work, well performed, mufi naturally

be a great Satisfaction, and even Ornament, to our Country.

Beftdes which, I was farther induced by fame other Reafons.

It is now an hundred and forty Years, fince the firjl Difco-

very and Settlement of Virginia ; and as many ufeful Papers

and Records, relating to our Hijiory, may probably be found

at prefent, which will perhaps be loft hereafter, I conceived

it high time, that fomething material Jhould be attempted in it.

For I need not fay, how empty and unfatisfaclory every thing,

yet publijhed upon the Subject, is
;
excepting the excellent but

r - confuted Materials, left us in Captain Smith'* Hijiory

I fpeak not this with the Pride and Malevolence of an Au-

thor, that would raife his own Reputation by depreciating his

Brother Writers ; but it is a Cenfure moji jujily due to thoje,

* who have yet meddled tvith our Hijiory, and which 1, for

J my own Part, owe them, for the Vexation and Difappoint-

h ment I met with, in reading their Works. And I can far-

V° ther declare ivith great Truth, that had any thing of Confe-

rence been done in our Hijiory, I could moji willingly have

faved myfelf the Trouble, of conning over our old mu/ty Ke-
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cords, and of fludying, connecting, and reconciling the jar-

ring and disjointed Writings and Relations of different Men
and different Parties. However, I was forry to fee all our

Hopes at an End by the Death of Sir John Randolph ; and

was unwilling the Defign Jhould be entirely abandoned, and

that our Hi/lory Jhould Jiill remain in its old Confufion and

Uncertainty . I had alfo, by my Intimacy with that Gentle-

man, had the Sight and Perufal of many excellent Materials

in his Hands ; and thought, I could not handfomely be denied

the Ufe of any thing elfe to my Purpofe, either in our publick

Offices, or the Pojfeffion ofprivate Gentlemen.

I may further add, that I at prefent enjoy a perfecl Lei-

fure and Retirement, and am not burthened with any publick

Pojl or Office. So that fuch a Work will be a noble and ele-

gant Entertainment for my vacant Hours, which it is not in

my Power to employ, more to my own Satisfaction, or the

Ufe and Benefit of my Country.

A S to my Helps in carrying on this Work, befides De Brye'i

Edition of Hariot'j' Treatife and With'* Cuts and Maps, and

befides cafual Affijlances from fuch Parts of Pure has, as I
could procure, from Dr. Heylen, and other things in Print,

the inquifitive Reader will eafily perceive, how much of this

Volume is founded on Captain Smiths Materials. They are

large and good, and of unque/lionable Authority, for what is

related, whiljl he Jlaid in the Country. But they are how-
ever, as I before obferved, vajlly confufed and perplexed, and
took me more Labour and Pains to digefl them, than I at firjl

expected. The latter Part of his Hi/lory alfo, efpecially from
Captain Argall'j Government, is liable to fome jujl Suspicion.

Not that I quejlion Captain Smith 'j Integrity
; for I take

him to have been a very honeft Man, and a Jlrenuous Lover

of Truth. But being himfelf abfent in thofe times upon other

Projects, and having an Acquaintance and Friendship with
Sir Thomas Smith and Captain Argall, he feems chiefly to

have depended upon them and their Friends, for his Account

of things. And particularly, his Account of Captain Argall'j

Government is exprefy taken from himfelf, and from a Rela-
tion of Mr. Rolfe'j. Befides which, it is evident that his

Mind was fomewhat eagered by the Neglects /hewn him, and
by the Refufal of fome jujl Reward for his many and great
Services. So that he does not feem much inclined, to think well

of the Company or their Proceedings. And fuch Prejudices
and Partialities do filently and imperceptibly Jlide into the be/l

and honejlejl Minds ; and ought therefore to be carefully

watched and guarded again/I by all Men, but efpecially by

Hijlorians. But from whatever Caufe it proceeded, it is cer-

tain, that he gave a very wrong Idea of Captain Argall and
his
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his Government, and of the Reafons of the Dijfolution of the

Company, in which he has been implicitely followed by all our

fucceeding Hijlorians. And I would not have the Reader fur-

prifed to find my Account of thofe Particulars, fo very dif-

ferent from all others, yet in Print. For I affure him, there

is not one Article, fcarce a Word, in my Relation, which is

not founded on the exprefs Tejlimony, and the inconteflible

Authority, of our Records in the Capitol, and the Company's

"Journals.

FOR befides thefe printed Accounts, I have had the greatejl

and mofi confiderable Ajjiflances from authentick Manufcripts.

Sir John Randolph's Collection of publick Papers, and the

Capitol Records, have been of no little Ufe to me, and will be

^

Jiill of greater Service and Confequence in the Profecution of

the Work. But I mujl confefs myfelf mojl endebted, in this

Part of my Hijlory, to a very full and fair Manufcript of

the London Company's Records, which was communicated to

me by the late worthy Prefident of our Council, the Honoura-

ble William Byrd, Efq; Neither could I well excufe myfelf

if I did not likewife acknowledge, with what Humanity and

Politenefs, that well bred Gentleman and Scholar, not only

communicated thofe Manufcripts to me, but alfo threw open his

Library {the bejl and mojl copious Collection of Books in our

Part of America) and was himfelf even Jiudious and follici-

tous, to fearch out and give me, whatever might be ufeful to

my Undertaking.

A S thefe Records are a very curious and valuable Piece of

the Antiquities of our Country, I frail give the Reader an

Account of them, which I received, many Tears ago, in Con-

vention with Col. Byrd and Sir John Randolph. / had

then no Thoughts of writing the Hi/lory of Virginia, and

therefore took lefs Notice, than I otherwife fiould have done.

However, as I am perhaps the only Perfon now living, any

thing acquainted tvith their Hijiory, it will not be improper

to give it to the Reader, as I judge it highly worthy of his

Knowledge. _

THESE Records are a Journal of the Company s Pro-

ceedings, from Day to Day ; and are written in two large

Folio Volumes, on a Kind of Elephant Paper, generally in a

very fair and legible Hand. Each Page is fubfcribed by Ed-

ward Collingwood, the Company's Secretary, thus; Com.

Collingwood, which is, as I take it, Compared, Colling-

wood. Befides which, there is a Tejlification at the End of

each Volume. At the End of the firjl, under the Hands of

Edward Waterhoufe and Edward Collingwood, Secretaries

of the two Companies for Virginia and the Somer-IMands, that

they had compared that with the Original Court-Book, and

found
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found it to be a true and perfecl Copy of the fame, except the
Omiffion of one Court and Part of another. The fecond Vo-
lume is figned by the faid Secretary Collingwood and Thomas
Collet, of the Middle Temple, Gentleman, teftifying the

fame thing, except in a few immaterial Points, -where were
wanted fome Original Papers : Thefe Volumes only contain
the Company's Proceedings for a little above five Tears, viz.

from April 28, 1619 to June 7, 1624; including the whole
Time of Sir Edwin Sandys'* and the Earl of Southampton'*
Adminijlration. However they are not a brief and fummary
Entry of the principal Points and Matters concluded upon,
according to the common Methods of Courts, but give, at
length, the chief Speeches, Reafons, and Debates, that hap-
pened in their Courts, during that time. And as it was a Pe-
riod of vafl Conteji and Difpute, they often recur back to

former Times and Tranfaclions, and thereby give us a clear
Idea and Account of the chief Matters and Proceedings of the
Company, almofl from it's fir/I Inflitution and Foundation.
THIS Copy was taken, by the Order, and for the Ufe, of

the Earl of Southampton, the Company's Treafurer at that
time

; who feeing, how things were going with the Company,
had their Records thus carefully copied and compared, and au-
thentically attejled. Whether his Lord/hip intended to fland
Suit with the King for the Rights and Privileges of the Com-
pany, or whether he did it only in Vindication of his own
and the Company's Reputation, is uncertain. However they
were carefully preferved in the Family

; and as the Original
Court-Books were taken from the Company by the King and
Privy Council, and never again reflored to them, that I can
find, but probably defrayed or lojl, this is perhaps the only
Copy, now extant. After the Death of that Earl's Son, the
Duke of Southampton {the worthy Partner in the Minijlry
with the Earl of Clarendon, after the Reforation) which
happened in the Tear 1667, the late Col. Byrd'* Father, be-
ing then in England, purchafed them of his Executors] for
fixty Guineas. And thus have they been handed down, to
clear the Honour and Uprightnefs of the Aclions of that No-
bleman and the Company, and to the full Conviclion of Kin?
James'* arbitrary and opprefiive Proceedings againfl them

I therefore hope, my Freedom with that King's Character
will need no Apology. For if more than a Century is not
enough to un-folomonife that filly Monarch, I mull give up
all my Notions of things. A King's Character, whil/l he
lives, is, and ought to be facred, becaufe his Authority de-
pends upon it. But when his Authority, the Reafon of it's
being facred, determines, the Inviolablenefs of his Characler
is alfo at an End. And I take it to be the main Part of the

Duty
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Duty and Office of an Hijiorian, to paint Men and Things

in their true and lively Colours \ and to do that Jujiice to the

Vices and Follies of Princes and great Men, after their

Death, which it is not fafe or proper to do, whilft they are

alive. And herein, as I judge, chiefy confiji the Strength and

Excellency of Tacitus and Suetonius. Their Stile and Man-
ner are far inferior to Livy'j, and the Writers of the Julian

and Auguftan Ages. But they have more than painted, and

expofed alive to View, the greatefi Train of Monfiers, that

ever difgraced a Throne, or did Dijhonour to human Na-

ture ; and thereby have obtained to themfelves a Rank, among

the beji and moji valuable Writers. King James /. fell in-

deed jar jhort of the Caefar'j fuperlative Wickednefs and Su-

premacy in Vice. He was, at befi, only very fimple and

injudicious, without any fieady Principle of Jufiice and Ho-

nour ; which was rendered the more odious and ridiculous, by

his large and conjiant Pretenfions to Wijdom and Virtue.

And he had, in Truth, all the Forms of Wifdom ; for ever

erring very learnedly, with a wife Saw, or Latin Sentence,

in his Mouth. For he had been bred up under Buchanan,

one of the brighteji Genius's and moji accomplijhed Scholars

of that Age, who had given him Greek and Latin in great

Wafie and Profufion, but it was not in his Power to give

him good Senje. 'That is the Gift of God and Nature alone,

and is not to be taught ; and Greek and Latin without it,

only cumber and overload a weak Head, and often render the

Fool more abundantly foolijh. I mufi therefore confefs, that I

have ever had, from my firfi Acquaintance with Hifiory, a

moji contemptible Opinion of this Monarch ; which has per-

haps been much heightened and increafed, by my long jiudying

and conning over the Materials of this Hifiory. For he ap-

pears, in his Dealings with the Company, to have ailed with

fuch mean Arts and Fraud, and fuch little Tricking, as high-

ly mi/become Majefiy. And I am much mijiaken, if his ar-

bitrary Proceedings and unjuji Deftgns will appear from any

Part of his Hijiory more fully, 'than from theje Tranfaclions

with the Company and Colony ; which have been thus far un-

known to the Englifh Hifiorians, and will perhaps be fill

thought too infignificant for their Notice. However I hope,

my [peaking my Mind thus fincerely and impartially will give

no Umbrage or Offence to any Man, or Party of Men For

I declare myfelf to be of no Party ; but have laboured Jolely

with a View, to find out and relate the Truth. And as for

King James /. / think and fpeak of him, with the fame

Freedom and Indifferency, that I would think and fpeak of

any other Man, long ftnce dead ; and therefore I have no

way refrained my Stile, in freely expofing his weak and in-

jurious Proceedings
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IN the fucceeding Parts of this Hi/lory, I am afraid, I

/hall meet with much greater Difficulties, then I have yet en-

countered. For I muff chiefy depend on fuch of our Records,

as are fill extant. Many of them doubtlefs perijhed in the

State-houfe at James-Town, and by other Occidents ; and

thofe, which have furvived the Flames and Injuries of Time,

have been fo carelejly kept, are fo broken, interrupted, and

deficient, have been fo mangled by Moths and Worms, and lie

in fuch a confufed and jumbled State [at leafl the moff an-

cient of them) being huddled together in fingle Leaves and

Sheets in Books out of the Binding, that I forefee, it will cofl

me infinite Pains and Labour, to reduce and dige/l them into

any tolerable Order, fo as to form from them a juff and con-

neded Narration. And fome of them have been loji, even

fnce Mr. Hickman was Clerk of the Secretary's Office. For

I cannot find, among the Papers in our Offices, fome old Rolls,

to which he refers. I have therefore been obliged, in a few
Points, to depend upon the Fidelity of that Gentleman's Ex-
tracls out of our olde/l Records, made for the Ufe of Sir John
Randolph. But thefe things were fo far from difcouraging

and rebuffing me, that they were rather an additional Spur to

my Indufiry. For I thought it highly neceffdry, before they

were entirely lojl and defrayed, to apply them to their proper

Ufe, the forming a good Hijlory. But as the Houfe of Bur-

geffes, in a late SeJJion, upon my fijewing their moldering and
dangerous State to fome of the Members, have juffly taken

them into their Confderation, and have ordered them to be

reviewed and fairly tranfcribed, I doubt not, by their Ajjijl-

ance, and with the Help of the late Sir John Randolph'*
Papers, and fuch others, as are in the Hands of private

Gentlemen in the Country, and will undoubtedly be readily

communicated to further fo noble and fo ufeful a Defign, to be

able to collecl and compofe a tolerably regular and complete

Hiffory of our Country.

Varina, Dec. 10, 1746.

THE



THE

HISTORY
O F

VIRGINIA.
BOOK I.

^T^^^ERY Country hath it's Fables concern-

MS&Mfc inS k'
s °riginal > which give great Scope to

E i& * anc* ^anc^u^ Hiftorians, but are ufually

<^^|gj<& patted oyer with a flight Mention by the folid

^^^%*V an<^
j
u^c^s * The late Difcovery of Ame-

rr* ^ ^ in hiftorical and well-known Times,
might, one would think, have exempted it from this com-
mon Fate of Nations. Yet fuch is the Pride of fome
Men to feem of deep Reach and Infight, and to ftrike

out things untouched and unthought of by others, and
fuch their prepofterous Delight in groping after Truth
in the Dark, and yet neglecting her in the clear and me-
ridian Brightnefs of Day, that even this new World hath

been endowed with it's fabulous Age, and old Tales re-

vived, or new ones invented, to ftretch it's Antiquities be-

yond Columbus^ and the fhort Date of two hundred and
fifty Years. We are therefore told of orie Hanno

y
a Car"

thaginian Captain, who made a Voyage to America. But
In what Age he lived, or upon what Authority at* Pretext
th», Story is grounded, I have not been yet able fujlly to dif-

fer, £yen the, rnonjtrous Legends gf Artkur\ I^lro*

3 mi



smd Madock, a IVtLh Prince, and of the Friar of Lynnet

who by his black Art tranf ported himfelf to the Northern

Parts of America, have found Men weak enough to be

the Relators and Propagators of diem. Plato's Fable alfo

of the Atlantick Iflands has been applied to this Subjecl

;

and Seneca the Tragedian, who could never yet obtain from
the Criticks a firm Rank among the beft and mod approved

Ci ilficks, hath neverthelefs been acknowledged by theHif-

ton ns as a true Prophet, and fome Verfes of his quoted,

as containing a Prediction of the future Difcovery and Set-

tlement of America. But as I have ever had an utter Con-
tempt and Averfion for all fuch learned Trumpery, and
hv.\ ^ often been difgufted and concerned to fee Authors,

otherwife of judgment and Genius, carried by their Cre-
dulity too far into thofe dark and uncertain Tracts of

Tunc, I fhall leave thefe, with other Stories of the like

Nature, to their firft Authors or Inventors, and mail apply

myfelf to give a plain and exadt Hiftory of our Country,

ever regarding Truth as the firft requifite and principal Vir-

tue jr> m Bilwrian, and relating nothing without a fuffici->

cnt Warrant and Authority.

The European Nations had continued, through all Ages,

in the molt profound Ignorance of all the reft of the World,
except the beff Part of Europe, and the moft obvious and

ac
j

.

" nt Countries of /Ifta arid Africa. And although the

attractive Power of the Loadftone had been long known
and obferved, ytt it's Poles, and the wonderful Qualities

and Inclination of the magnetical Needle, were ftill a Se-

cret, till it feemed good to Divine Providence, that one

"J-
j?i Gioia, of Amalfi in the Kingdom of Naples, difco-

vered them about the Year 1300. This important Difco-

very lay long ufelefs, without any Application to Naviga-
tion ; neither can we certainly lay, who firft turned it to

this great End. However the Ufe of the Sea-Compafs
crept in by Degrees, and was undoubtedly the grand Inftru-

ment and Foundation of all thefe later Difcoveries.

The Portuguefe was the firft Nation of Europe, that

Engaged in maritime Expeditions, in order to explore and
discover the unknown Pa;ts of the World. P'or Prince
Henry of Portugal, in the Year 1417, fent two fmall Barks
to make Difcoveries along theCoaft of Africa; which Be-
ginning piaving fome Succefs, was afterwards profecuted,
during fte Life of that Prince, under his Aufpices and Di-
r tl.rm. rafter his Death, they ftill advanced by Degrees'
in th ir ^ 1(je and Difcoveries, till at length in the Year
i486 tliey reached the Cape of Good-Hcpe. But it was
1 497 j ft"*' Years after the DifcQvery of America, before
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Vafco de Gama, by the Command, and in the Service, of

Emanuel, King of Portugal, failed round that Cape to the

Eafl-Indies.

Cbrijtopher Columbus, a Genoefe by Birth, a Perfon of

freat Knowledge and Experience in naval Affairs, of good
/earning, and a comprehennve Mind, and being alfo led

perhaps by the late Difcoveries of the Portuguefe, was
ftrongly .poffeffed writh a Notion of fome Lands to the

Weftward, beyond the great Atlantkk Ocean. He there-

fore firft offered his Service to his native Country, the Re-
publick of Genoa ; but being rejedled as a whimfical and

chimerical Man, he applied himfelf to King John II. of

Portugal, Henry VII. of England, and to Ferdinand and

Ifabel, King and Queen of Cajlik. Many Years being

fpent in fruitlefs Sollicitations, and after much Vexation and

Difappointment, he was at laft entertained in the Service of

the King and Queen of Cajlilc, and fent upon the Difco-

very, which he happily effected the nth of OcJober 1492-
After this, Columbus, being animated with a publick Spirit

and a generous Principle of Glory, and the Spaniards, be-

ing as eagerly pufhed on by an infatiable Thirft of Gold,,

fo ardently purfued, and fo fuccefsfully improved this firft

Difcovery, that they foon became Mafters of vaft Tracts)

of rich and fertile Country, abounding in Gold, Silver,,

Pearls, Emeralds, and many other the moft precious and

delicious Produces of this Globe. The Portuguefc likewife*

altho' fufEciently loaded and embarraffed with their vaffc

Acquifitions on the Coaft of Africa and in the Eajl-Indies^

yet neverthelefs found the Means and Opportunity to make
good their great Difcovery of Brazil. Neither were the

French entirely idle ; but they made many vigorous Efforts

towards gaining a Share of the Riches and Territory of this,

new World.
The Englijl) in the mean time, a maritime Nation, of

great Bravery, and of a bold and adventurous Nature, lay

quite negligent and fupine, and let fiip all Opportunities in

thofe early Times of acquiring fome rich and ufeful Pro-

vinces in America. For altho' they had in the Year 14979

under Scbajfian Cabot, made the Difcovery of Newfound-

land, and of the main Continent of America from 38 to 68

Degrees of northern Latitude,
1 yet they made no other Ad*

vrntage of this Difcovery, but to fend out a few fifhing

Barks in common with other Nations of Europe. At length

Sir Humphry Gilbert, a Gentleman of great Reputation for

Ins Skill in naval Affairs, and of a high and refolute Spirit,

undertook to fettle a Colony in Newfoundland., a cold, bar-

ren, and unfruitful Soil, and moft unfriendly Clime, And

£ % t9
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to this End, he obtained Letters patent from Queen Eliza-

bcth, bearing Date the nth of June, 1578.
These Letters patent granted "free Power and Li-

14 berty to him, his Heirs and Afligns for ever, to dif-

" cover, find, fearch out, and view, all fuch remote,
" heathen, and barbarous Lands, Countries, or Territories,

** as were not actually pofTefled by any Chriftian Prince or
44 People ; and thither to lead and carry with him, to travel
44 thitherward, and there inhabit, fuch and fo many of her
44 Majefty's Subjects, as would willingly accompany and
** join in the Entcrprife.

44 And that he mould have, hold, occupy, and enjoy,
44 to himfelf, his Heirs and Afligns, for ever, all luch
44 Lands, Countries, and Territories, fo to be difcovered
44 or pollened, with the Rights, Royalties, and Jurifdic-
44 tions, as well marine as other, within the faid Lands
44 and Countries, or the Seas thereunto adjoining, with
44 full Power to difpofe thereof to her Majefty's Subjects,
44 and of any or every Part thereof, in Fee-fimple, or other-
44 wife, according to the Laws of England, as nearly as
44 conveniently might be ; paying to the Queen, her Heirs
44 and Succeflbrs, for all Services, Duties, and Demands
44 whatfoever, the Fifth Part of all the Ore of Gold and
44 Silver, which mould at any Time there be gotten

;

44 holding all the faid Lands and Countries of her Majef-
44 ty, her Heirs, and Succeflors, by Homage, and by the
<4 Payment of the faid Fifth Part, before referved.

44 Kl oreover granting to him, his Heirs and Afligns,
* 4 for ever., Licence to encounter, expel, repel, and refifE

44
all Peribn or Perfons whatfoever, that mould attempt

44 to inhabit in the faid Countries, without his fpecial
<4 licence and Liking, or within the Space of two Hun-
<4 dred Leagues of the Place, where he, his Heirs, or Af-
44 iigns, fhould, within Six Years next enfuing, make
44 their Dwelling and Abode ; provided the faid Countries
*' v/ere not before planted or inhabited, within the aforefaid
44 Limits, by the Subjects of any Chriftian Prince, in Amity
14 with her Majefty. And giving and granting to him, his
* 4 Heirs and Afligns, for ever, full Power and Authority,
<c to take and furprife, by all manner of Means whatfo-
44 ever, all and every Peribn and Perfons, with their Ships,
44 Veflels, or other Goods and Furniture, that fhould be
44 found traflicking within the Limits aforefaid, without
44 the Licence of the laid Sir Humphry, his Heirs, or Af-
44 flgns ; the Subjects of the Queen's Realms and Domi-
44 nions, and all other Perfons in Amity with her, being
44 driven thither by Force of Tempeft or Shipwreck, only

g excepted, «< An a
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"And for uniting in more perfect League and Amity,

« fuch Lands and Countries with the Realms of England.

« and Ireland, and for the better Encouragement of thofe,

" who would engage in the Enterprife, the Queen grants

«< and declares, that the faid Countries, fo to be poffefled

« and inhabited, mould from thenceforth be in the Alle-

" giance and Protection of her, her Heirs, and SuccefFors ;

« and farther grants to the faid Sir Humphry, his Heirs,

« and Afiigns, and to every other Perfon or Perfons, to

<f their, and every of their Heirs, that they, and every

* of them, that mould thereafter be inhabiting in the faid

f* Lands, Countries, and Territories, mould and might

" have and enjoy all the Privileges of free Denizens, or

** Perfons native of England; any Law, Cuftom, or U-
« fage to the contrary notwithstanding.

" And fhe farther grants to the faid Sir Humphry, his

«' Heirs and Afiigns, for ever, full Power and Authority,

« to correct, punifh, pardon, govern and rule, as well in

" Caufes capital or criminal, as civil, all fuch her Subjects

u or others, as fhould adventure thcmfclves in the faid

« Voyages, or fhould at any Time thereafter inhabit the

" faid Lands, Countries, or Territories, or fhould dwell

« within two hundred Leagues of the Place or Places,

« where the faid Humphry, his Heirs, or Affigns, or any

«« of his or their AfTociates, fhould inhabit within fix Years

" enfuing the Date thereof ; with Power to conftitute fuch

" Statutes, Laws, and Ordinances, as mould by him, the

« faid Sir Humphry, his Heirs, or Affigns, be devifed or

" eftabHfhed, for the better Government of the faid Peo-

" pie : Provided always, that they fhould be, as near
>

as

« conveniently might, agreeable to the Laws and Policy

" of England ; and provided alfo, that they be not againft

" the true Chriftian Faith, profeffed in the Church of

" England, nor any way tend to withdraw the Subjects or

" People of thofe Lands or Places from the Allegiance of

" the Queen, her Heirs, or Succeflbrs.

" Provided always, and file thereby declarer to all

«' Chriftian Kin<?s, Princes* and States, that if the faid Sir

*\ Humphry, his Heirs, or Affigns, or any other by their

** Licence or Appointment, mould at any Time or Times

«' thereafter, rob or fpoil, by Sea or by Land, or do any

« Act of unjuft or unlawful Hortility, to any of the Sub-

«• je&s of England, or of any other King, Prinze,, or State,

4i in League or Amity with the Crowi \ of Enghnd, that

« 4 then, upon fuch Injury, or upon juft CompV.iat thereof,

4 the Queen, her Heirs, or Succeflbrs, mould make open,

f Proclamation within any of the Ports of ff»gkn^eosa^
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" modius, that the -{kid Sir Humphry* his Heirs, or Affigns,

or ifny other, to whom thole Letters patent might ex-

" t-nd, mould, within the Term to be limited in the faid

" Proclamations, make full Reftitution and Satisfaction for

<• ali Injuries fo done: In Default whereof, it mould be
<c lawful for the Queen, her Heirs, or Succeflbrs, to put
< £ the faid Sir Humphry, 'his Heirs, or Afligns, with his or

" their Adherents, and all the Inhabitants of the faid Pla-
« c ces, out of their Allegiance and Protection ; and that

ei from fuch Time as they mould be fo put out of the Pro-

*? tection of the Crown of England, it fliould be free for all

<c Princes and others, to purfue them with Hoftility, as

<c being no longer Subjects of England, nor by the Queen,
<; her Heirs, or SuccelTors, any ways to be avowed, main-
*< tained, or defended."

I n Confequence of thefe ample Powers and Privileges,

Sir Humphry Gilbert, with the Conjunction and Afliftance

of many other Gentlemen, prepared to put to Sea with a

noble Fleet. Eat juft on the Point of Departure, upon fome

jDifagreement and Difiention, he was deferted by his Affo-

ciatcs, and left with only a few of his firm and faithful

Friends. With thefe, however, he ventured to Sea, but

having been expofed to fome Misfortunes, and loft a large

Ship of his Fleet, he was obliged to return without effecting

any thing. Thefe expenfive and unfuccefsful Preparations

had fo impaired his Fortune, that it was 1583, before he

made any farther Attempt. But then having fold his Eftate,

and being joined by divers Gentlemen of Fortune, he again

fet Sail with two Ships and three fmall Barks. Coming be-

fore St. John's Harbour in JSeiufoundland, he was refufed

Entrance by the flfhing VcfTeis within, to the Number of

thirty fix Sail, of all Nations. He therefore prepared to

make his Way good by Force of Arms ; but firft fent his'

Boat in to inform them, that he had a Commifiion from
the Queen, to take Poffeffion of thofe Lands for the Crowri
of England. Queen Elizabeth's Name was reverenced

through all Europe, and her Power and Authority at Sea, in

particular, much honoured and revered. Thefe Fifhing-

Barks therefore readily fubmitied, and even made a Contri-
bution of Provifions, to fupply the Wants of this fmall,

Fleet.

After this, Sir Humphry went afhore, being conduct-
ed by all the EngUfly there ; and having caufed a Tent to>

be fet up in View of the Bay and Veflels, being attended
by his Captains, Mailers, Gentlemen, and Soldiers, he
fumnioned all the Merchants and Mafters, both Engl'ifo and
Foreigners, to be prefent at his taking a formal and folerna

Tcfle-ilion
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PofTeflion of the Country. He then caufed his Ccmmifllcn
to be openly read, and to be interpreted to thofe who
were Strangers to the Englijh Tongue. By Virtue of
this Commifiion, he declared, that he took PofTeflion of
{he Harbour of St. John's, and of the Territory two bun*
dred Leagues every way, and inveited her Maje'ity with the
Title and Dignity thereof. And having had a Twig and a
Turf of the Soil delivered to him, he entered Pofleffion alfo

for himfelf, his Heirs, or Affigns, for ever. He further

fignified to thofe prefent, and through them to all Men,
that, from thenceforward, they fhould lock upon thofe Ter-
ritories, as appertaining to the Queen of England, and upon
himfelf, as authorifed by her Majefly to poiTefs and enjoy

them, with Power to ordain Laws, under which all Peo-
ple coming thither for the future, either to inhabit or to

trade, fhould fubmit themfelves and be governed. And to

exercife his Power and Jurisdiction, he ensiled three Laws^
immediately to take Place and be of Force ; and granted di-

vers Parcels of Land, lying by the Sea Side, as well in the

Harbour of St. John's, as elfewhere.

After fome Excurfions to learch the Country, and

the pretended Difcovery of a Silver Mine, with which Sir

Humphry was much gulled and delighted, they fct S;al to

the Southward, in order to explore and difcoyer the main
Coafl of America. But falling among fome Shoals, and

meeting with very bad and tempeftuous Weather, after

having undergone much Danger and Fatigue, they refolved

to return for England. Sir Humphry, the better to fearch

the Coaft, and to run up into Creeks and Harbours, had

gone on board a fmall Bark of ten Tons ; and could not

afterwards be perfuaded to leave her in their Return home-
wards, till her Lights were fuddenly extinguifhed in the

Night, at which Time fhe was fuppofed to link, and was

tiever after feen or heard of.

The learned and valiant Mr. Walter Ralegh was half

Brother to Sir Humphry Gilbert ; his Father having married

Sir Humphry's Mother, when a Widow, and had by her

this his fourth and youngell Son, with fome other Children.

Led by this near Relation, and being alfo a Perfon of a not le

and enterprifing Genius, he had been one of the principal.

Adventurers in this Undertaking of Sir Humphry, and had

fitted out, entirely at his own. Charge, the largeft Ship of

his Fleet, called the Ralegh Bark. Some Authors fay, he

went himfelf upon the Expedition, and commanded his owa
Ship in Perfon. But however that might bey it h certain^

%his Ship was, within a few Days, obliged co put back to Pit-..

M¥tk% greatly diftreflcd by a violent aad CQiitsgjous Sick*

8 ^ mm
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T 534- nefs among her Company. But notwithstanding this Dif-

^^r—^ appointment, and the unhappy End of his rafh and unfor-

tunate Brother, Mr. Ralegh was not difcouraged ; but being

moved with the Voyages and Relations of others, he ftifl

perfifted in the Defign of difcovering and making a Settle-

ment in America. He therefore obtained Letters patent

from Queen Elizabeth, of whom he was at that Time one

t)f the chief Favourites, bearing Date the 25th of March,

1584, for difcovering and planting any fuch Lands and

Countries, as were not already in the actual Poffeffion of

any Chriftian Nation. Thefe Letters patent are in Hack-

luyth Collection of Voyages ; but that Book is fo very rare,

that our Country does not afford one Copy of it, at leaft

that I could find out Or procure. I have not therefore been

able to obtain a Sight of thefe Patents \ but we are told,

that they were, mutatis mutandis, the very fame with thofe

granted to Sir Humphry Gilbert ; of which I have therefore

before given a particular Extract.

About the fame Time, the Queen granted Mr. Ralegh

another Patent, to licence the Vending of Wine throughout

the Kingdom ; which was defigned, as it has been fuppofed,

to enable him by the Profits, that would thence arife, to

fuftain the vaft Charges which this Undertaking of a Colo-

ny would necefTarily bring upon him. But yet the better

to ftrengthen himfelf, and carry on the Affair, he perfua-

ded divers other Gentlemen and Merchants to join with
him; particularly his noble and gallant Kinfman, Sir Rich-
ard Gn'ervil, and Mr. William Sanderfon, who had mar-
ried his Neice, and was much engaged among the Merchant
Adventurers of that Time ; and was alfo one of the Queen's
Commiffioners for the Spanijh Prizes, and of Note for the

great Globes, which, by his Encouragement, were firft

brought to Perfection. They therefore, with all conve-
nient Speed, provided two frnail VcfTels, and having plenti-

fully furnifhed them with Ncceftaries, put them under the'

Command of Captain Philip Amidas, and Captain Arthur
Barlow ; which laft was alfo a Land-Officer, and had ferved
under Mr. Ralegh in the Wars of Ireland, with great Bra-
very and Honour. But Mr. Ralegh, being hindered by his

Employ/merits, and too bufily engaged irr his ambitious Pur-
fuits at Court, did not come himfelf upon the Expedition,
as hath been generally, tho' erroneoufly, thought.
On the 27th of April, 1584, thefe' Adventurers fet Sail

from the Thames ; pjad having paffed by the Canaries and
the IVeJl-IvdirfS, ( a Circuit both needlefs and unhealthy,
but through the Inexperience of thofe Times thought ne-
fceflary

)
they fell m3 on the 2d of July, with the Coaft of

' " Florida^
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Florida. For that was the Name which all this Northern

Continent from Cape Florida then bore, there being yet no

diftindt Settlements, which gave particular Names to the

feveral Places along the Coaft. They were met at Sea

with a moft delicate and delightful Smell ; and foon after

making the Land, they coafted it along for about an hun-

dred and twenty Miles, without finding any convenient

Harbour. The firft they faw, they entered with much
Difficulty ; and having returned Thanks to God, they went

afhore to view the Country, and to take Poffeffion of it in

the Queen's Name. The Place of their firft Landing was

a low and fandy Beach ; but it yielded fuch a wonderful

Abundance of Grapes, as very much furprifed and delighted

them. Every little Shrub was covered with them, and the

Tops of the talleft Cedars were over-run and loaded with

their Clufters.

They concluded, that the Place of their Landing was on

the main Continent of America ; but going up to the Top
of a fmall Eminence at a little D'iihnce from the Shore,

they perceived it to be an Ifhnd, of about twenty, or as Mr.

Hariot judged, of fifteen Miles in Length, and fix in Breadth.

This Ifbnd was called Wococon, and lay between Cape Hat-

teras and Cape Fear ; and mull therefore be the Ifland of

Ocacock, or at leaft fome of the other fmall Iflands along

that Coaft.' For it cannot be, by With and Hanoi's Plan,

Roanoke, or any other of thofe which befet and flop up the

Mouth of Albemarle Sound, in North-Carolina, as has been

commonly fuppofed. It was covered with tall and ftately

Trees, Cedars, Pines, Cyprefs, SafTafras, and many others -

of excellent Smell and Quality ; and abounded in Deer, Co-

nies, and Wild-fowl, in incredible Numbers.

They faw none of the Natives, 'till the third Day after

their Landing, when they fpied three in a Canoe. One of

them went afhore, and waited without any Signs of Fear,

till the Englijh rowed to him. He ipoke much to them in

his own Language, and then went boldly aboard their Vef-

fels. They gave him a Shirt, a Hat, Wine, and Meat,

with which he was much pleafed. Having attentively

viewed every thing, he went away ; and within half an

Hour he had loaded his Canoe with Fifh, which he brought

and divided between the Ship and the Bark,

The next Day feveral Canoes came, and in one of them

the King's Brother. His Name was Qranganameo ; the

King was called IVingina, and the Country JVtngandacoa.

The King himfelf at that Time lay, at his chief Town, ill

of the Wounds which . he had lately received in a Battle.

Granganameo, leaving his Canoes at, feme Diftauce> went
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to the Point of Land where the Engltjh had gone to the

Indian the Day before. Having fpread a Mat, he fat down
upon it ; and when the Englijh came to him well armed,

he fhewed no Fear ; but made Signs to them to fit down,

ftroaking his own Head and Breaft, and then theirs, to ex-

prefs his Love. The Natives were a proper, well-propor-

tioned People, very civil in their Behaviour, and highly re-:

fpecTful to Granganameo. For none of them fat down, or

fpoke a Word in his Prefence, except four ; on whom the

Englijh alfo beftowed Prefents. But Granganameo took

them all from them, and made Signs, that every thing be-

longed to him. After fome fmall TrafRck, he went away ;

but returning in two Days, he eat and drank very merrily

with them. Not long after, he brought his Wife and

Children on board. They were of mean Stature, but well-

favoured, and very bafhful and modeft. His Wife had a

Band of white Coral about her Forehead, and Bracelets of

Pearl in her Ears, hanging down to her Middle, of the

Bignefs of large Peafe. As to the reft, they were decked

with red Copper, and fuch Ornaments, as are at prefent in

Fafhion and Efteem among our Indians.

After this, there came down, from all Parts, great

Numbers of People, with Leather, Coral, and divers Kinds

of Dyes. . But when Granganameo was prefent, none durft

trade but himfelf, and thofe, who wore red Copper on their

Heads, as he did. He would have engaged a Bag of Pearl

for a Suit of Armour ; but the Engltjh refufed, as not re-

garding it, that they might thereby the better learn, where,

it grew. He was very juft to his Promife ; for they often

trufted him, and he never failed to come within his Day to

Jceep his Word. He commonly fent the Englijh every Day
a Brace of Bucks, Conies, Hares, and Fifh ; and fometimes

Melons, Walnuts, Cucumers, Peafe, and divers Kinds of

Roots. And the Englijh, to try the Strength and Goodnefs
cf the Soil, put fome of their Peafe into the Ground, which
grew wonderfully, and were found in ten Days time four-

teen Inches high.

A n Acquaintance being thus contracted by mutual Re-
turns of Kindnefs and Beneficence, Captain Jmidas, with
feven more, ventured up the River Occam, as they call it,

which mull be Pamp'tico Sound. The next Evening they
came to the Ifle of Roanoke, at the Mouth of Albemarle
Sound, about feven Leagues, as they fay, from the Har-
fccur, where they firft entered. But this is a grofs Miftake,
and muft be an Error in the Copy. For by the Scale in
faith's Map, it cannot be lefs than thirty Leagues, from.

iVococon to Roanoke. On this Wand they found a fmall*
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Town, confuting of nine Haufes 5 in one of which Gran- isH-

ganameo lived. He was abfent ; but his Wife entertained v—v^*™^

them witli wonderful Courtefy and Kindnefs. She made
fome of her People draw their Boat up, to prevent it's be-

ing injured by the Beating of the Surge; fome file ordered

to bring them afliore on their Backs ; and others, to carry

their Oars to the Houfe, for Fear of being ftole. When
they came into the Houfe, (he took off their Cloaths and
Stockings, and walhed them, as likewife their Feet in warm
W'ater. When their Dinner was ready, they were con-

ducted into an inner Room (for there were five in the Houfe,

divided by Mats) where they found Hominy *, boiled Veni-

fon, and roafted Fifhj and as a Defert, Melons, boiled

Roots, and Fruits of various Sorts. While they were at

Meat, two or three of her Men came in with their Bows
and Arrows, which made the Englijh take to their Arms.
But fhe, perceiving their Diftruft, ordered their Bows and

Arrows to be broken, and themfelves to be beaten out of

the Gate. In the Evening the Englijh returned to theic

Boat ; and putting a little off from Shore, lay at Anchor.

At which {he was much concerned, and brought their Sup-

per, half boiled, Pots and all to the Shore Side ; and feeing

their Jealoufy, fhe ordered feveral Men, and thirty Wo-
men, to fit all Night upon the Shore, as a Guard ; and fent

five Mats to cover them from the Weather. In fhort, fhe

omitted nothing, that the moft generous Hofpitality and

hearty Defire of pleafing could do, to entertain them.

And this was the fartheft Difcovery made upon this firft

Vovage, except fome confufed and uncertain Accounts of

the Country, which they gathered from the Indians. They
returned to England about the Middle of September, carry-

ing with them two of the Natives, Manteo and IVancbefe ;

and their Difcovery was fo welcome there, that the Queen
fierfelf was pleafed to name the Country Virginia, in

Memory of it's having been firit found out in the Reign of

a Virgin Queen. Or as fome have been pleafed to glofs

and interpret it, becaufe it ftill feemed to retain the Virgin

Purity and Plenty of the ra ft Creation, and the. People their

primitive Innocency of Life and Manners. And foon alter

their Return, Mr. Ralegh was elected, together with Sir

tVillia?n Courtenay, Knight of the Shire for the County of

Devon. On the 14th of December, he caufed a Bill to be

brought into the Houfe, to confirm his Patent for difcover-

jng foreign Countries ; which being committed to Mr. V icc-

£hamberluin Hatton, Secretary Waljingham, Sir Philip.,

Sidney,

* A Focd mode of Indian Corn, or Maize, beatvn and car. fully hulked,

Jfb^cthing like Furmety m England j and is w wcclisat varicus Ways,
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Sidney, Sir Francis Drake, Sir Richard Greenvil, Sir WiU
liam Courtenay, and others, it was in a few Days parted, af-

ter many Arguments and a Provifo added. And not long
after, the Queen was pleafed to Knight him, upon Occa-
fion, it is faid, of this grateful Difcovery. But Mr. Of-
borne, an ingenious Obfcrver on her Reign, fays with Re-
fpecl: to Sir Francis fere, a Man nobly defcended, and Sir

Walter Ralegh, exactly qualified, that they, with fuch o-
thers, were fet apart in her Judgment for military Services.

Neither did me ever raife them above Knighthood ; faying,

when follicited to make Vere a Baron, That in his proper
Sphere, and her Eftimation, he was above it already.

The advantageous Accounts, which thefe firft Adven-
turers gave of the Fertility, Pleafantnefs, and Wholefome-
nefs of the Country, induced Sir Richard Greenvil himfelf
to make a Voyage thither the next year. And he accord-
ingly fet out from Plimouth the 9th of April, with feven
Ships. Having made the ufual Circuit of the Canaries and
Wejl-Indies, where they took two rich SpaniJ}) Prizes, and
forced a profitable Trade, they fell in with the Continent
of America near Cape Fear, and were in great Danger of
being loft upon it. But having happily efcaped, they came
to an Anchor off the Ifland of Wococon the 26th of May.
They immediately fent to the Ifle of Roanoke, to Wingina
the King ; and Mr. Arundel went to the Main, with Man-
teo, who proved throughout their whole Stay, very faithful

and ufeful to them. Soon after, the General, Sir Richard?
Greenvil, went himfelf to the Main, with a felecl Body of
Men 5 and ranging about, difcovered feveral Indian Towns.
At one of them the Indians ftole a Silver Cup ; for which
they burnt their Tov/n, and deftroyed their Corn, and fo
returned to their Ships at Wococon. At Hatteras, whither
they went foon after, Granganamco, the King's Brother*
came aboard the Admiral with Manteo. This is the lafl;

Vifit he made to the Englijh ; for fometime this Year he
died, and in him they loft a fincere and hearty Friend.
Sir Richard Greenvil, having only made that fmall Ex-

curfion on the Continent, returned to England this Sum-
mer. In his Way home, he took another Spanijh Prize, of
three hundred Tens, richly laden, and with her arrived at
Plimouth the 18th of September, But he left behind him
an hundred and eight Perfons, as a Colony, to keep Pofief-
fion of, and inhabit the Country. Of thefe he conftiturecf
Mr. Ralph Lane Governor, a military Man of Note, who
was afterwards Knighted, and- applying himfelf to the Sea
Service, was of eminent Command in the Englijh Navy^
With him remained Captain Philip Amidas, as Admiral^
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one of the Commanders in Chief in the firft Adventure ;
*~* s'l

Mr. Thomas Hariot \
Captain Stafford ; Mr. Kendal j with

v V~
feveral others of Name in the Expedition.

This Colony chofe Roanoke, an Ifland at the Mouth of

Albemarle Sound, for the Place of their Habitation j and

their chief Employment was to reconnoitre and view the

Country. Their fartheft Difcovery to the Southward was

Secotan, an Indian Town, by their Reckoning, eighty

Leagues from Roanoke, lying up between the Rivers Pamp-

t'tcoe and Neus, in 'North-Carolina, To the Northward they

went an hundred and thirty Miles to the Chefapeakes, a

Nation of Indians, feated on a fmall River, to the South of

our Bay, now called Elfabeth River, from whom, as thefe

firft Difcoverers tell us, the Bay itfelf took its Name. But

fome pretend to give another Derivation of this Word ; and

fay, that Chefapcake fignified, in the Indian Language, The

Mother of Waters ;
implying, that it was the Parent and

grand Refervoir of all the great Rivers within it. But this

is a dark and uncertain Guefs ;
efpecially confidering the

tJnftablenefs and vaft Mutability of the Indian Tongues,

and that no body at prefent can pretend to underftand their

Language at that time. The beft Authority that I have

met with for this Derivation, is what a Gentleman of Cre-

dit once aflured me, that in a a- very old Spanijh Map,

which he had feen, our Bay was laid down under the Name

of Madre des Aquas, or fome Exprefiion to the like Pur-

pofe. This Town of the Chefapeakes, we are told, for

Pleafantnefs of Situation, for Temperature of Clime, Fer-

tility of Soil, and Commodioufnefs to the Sea, was not to

be excelled by any in the World. To the Northwejl, thefe

Difcoverers went up Albemarle Sound and Chowan River,

an hundred and thirty Miles, to a Nation of Indians called

the Chawonocks, inhabiting above the Fork of that River,

where one Branch takes the Name of Meherrm, and the

other of Nottoway.

The King of the Chawonocks, whofe Name was Me-

natonon, waslame, but the moft fenfible and underftanding

Indian they had met with. He amufed Mr. Lane and his

Company with a Story of a Copper Mine, and of a 1 earl

Fifhery, which by the Defcription. was fome where upon

our Coaft, and with a ftrange Relation of the Head ot the

River Moratuc, now called Roanoke. This River was de-

ferred, as fpringing out of a Rock, fo nigh the Sea, that

in hio-h Winds the Surge beat over into the Spring. And

the Engli/h very fanguinely concluded this Sea to be either

the Bai? of Mexico, or the South Sea, or at leaft fome Arm

|htf opened to it, Having to Head* filled with thefe
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1585. chimerical Fancies, they formed many Schemes, and un-

v— dertook a very fatiguing and hazardous Voyage up that

River. And fo eager were they, and rcfolutely bent upon

this golden Difcovery, that they could not be perfuaded to

return, as long as they had one Pint of Corn a Man left,

and two Maftif Dogs, which being boiled with Saffafras

Leaves, might afford them fome Suftenance in their Way-
back. But after fome Days fpent in vain, and having un-

dergone much Mifery and Danger, they at laft returned, and

joyfully arrived at their old Habitation on Roanoke Uland.

The Death of Granganameo had caufed a great Altera-

tion in the Affairs of the Colony. For whilft he lived, his

Credit with the King, joined to the Intercfr. of Enfcnore^

their Father, had retrained his Perfidy and Malice, and

kept him within Bounds. But upon th(. Death of Granga-
nameo, he changed his Name from Winghia to Pemijfapanj

and became a fecret but bitter Enemy to the Englijh. To
his Machinations chiefly were owing the many Hardfhips'

and Dangers., they had encountered in their laft Journey up
the River Chowan. For he had given fecret Intelligence to

thofe Indians of the coming of the Englijh ; and had craf-

tily infituated Jealoufies into the Indians of the Englijh, and
into the Englijh of the Indians. But a Rumour being fpread,-

that Mr. Lane and his Company were all either flain or
ftarved in tins Journey, he began to act more openly. He
blafphemed the God of the Englijh, and endeavoured, by
all the Devices he could, to hurt and annoy them. And
Enjenore, his aged Father, the beft Friend the Englijh had
left after the Death of Granganameo, loft all his Credit to

afiift or ferve them. But their Return foon after, and their

bringing the Son of Mcnatoncn, their greateft King, Pri-

foner, joined to the Teftimonies of Manteof and three other
Indians, that went with them, how little they varued any
People they met, or feared Hunger, Death, or any thing
elfe, reftrained his Devices for the prefent, and brought Enfe-
nore again into Credit and EfteerA.

1586. Soon after, Menatonon, King of the Chawonocks, fent
a Prefent of Pearl to Mr. Lane : and Okifco, King of Weo-
fomcoke, ( another powerful Nation, poffeffing all that
Country from Albemarle Sound and Chowan River, quite
to the Cbejapeakes and our Bay) came himfelf, with twenty
four of his principal Men, to own Subjection to the Queen
of England. All which fo wrought on the Heart of Win-
ging that by Enftnore's Perfuafions, they came and made
Weirs for the Englijh, when they were ready to famifh,'
and planted their Fields of Corn, which they intended to
abandon. But this good Intelligence was foon broke off by
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the Death of Enfcnore, which happened on the 20th of A- J 586.

pnl. For Wingina, under Pretence of folemnizing his Fa- 4—
"v"""0

ther's Funeral, had laid a Scheme of drawing together fix-

teen or eightee n hundred Indians, and of cutting off all the
EngUJh at once. But his Defign took Wind, and was at
laft fully difcovered tc Mr. Lane by his Prifoner Skico, King
Menatonon's Son. Then the EngUJh, in their Turn, en-
deavoured to feize all the Canoes upon Roanoke, and there-

by to have all the Indians in the Ifland at their Mercy. But
they took the Alarm, and after a fmall Skirmifh, in which
five or fix Indians were {lain, the reft efcaped and fled into

the Woods. After this, neither Side cared much for truft-

ing the other ; and at laft, after much Tricking and Difll-

mulation on both Parts, Wingina was entrapped by the

EngUJh, and fiain, with eight of his chief Men. This is

the Account of that Action, as it is delivered by the Per-
fons concerned in it. But I find, that Mr. Hariot, wha
was likewife upon the Spot, blames the Violence and For-
wardnefs of the EngUJh ; and thinks, that the Caufes of
Sufpicion and Refentment had been better diffembled and
paffed over.

I N the Time of thefe Confufions and Broils with the In-

dians, Mr. Lane had been obliged, through Want of Pro-
vifions, to fend Captain Stafford, with twenty more, to

Croatan, on the South Part of Cape Look-out, to fhift for

themfelves, and to fee, if they could fpy any Sail pafs by
the Coaft. In like Manner he detached Mr. Frideauxy
with ten, to Hatteras, upon the fame Defign j and other

fmall Parties he fent to the Main, to live upon Roots and
Oyfters. Seven Days after the Death of Wingina, Cap-
tain Stafford, ( who through the whole Voyage was very

vigilant and induftrious, and fpared no Labour or Danger,

to perform any ferious and important Service, committed to

him ) fent Mr. Lane Word, that he defcried twenty three

Sail of Ships ; and the next Day, he came himfelf with a

Letter from Sir Francis Drake. Sir Francis was then re-

turning from an Expedition againft the Spaniards in the

Wejl-Indies, where he had taken Carthagena, and the Ca-

pital City of Hifpaniola ; and had burnt St. Anthony, and

St. Helena, on the Coaft of Florida ; and done much other

Damage to the Enemy. He had Orders from the Queen

to vifit the Colony of Virginia in his Return, and to afford

{hem fuch Afliftance and Encouragement, as was proper.

He therefore offered to fupply their Wants, and to do any

thing elfe, in his Power, towards their Relief and the Fur-

therance of the Undertaking ; and after mature Delibera-

tion, he appointed them » Ship of feventy Tons, with an

hundred
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hundred Men, and four Months Provifions, befides two

Barks and four fmall Boats, with able Mafters and fufficient

Gane;s. But juft as all was ready, there arofe fuch a Storm,

as had like to have driven the whole Fleet afliore. Many
Ships were forced out to Sea, among which was that lately

given to the Colony, with all their Provifions and Compa-

ny aboard.

This Accident did not difcourage the Admiral, but he

allotted them another Ship of an hundred and feventy Tons,

with all Provifions as before, to carry them to England the

next Augujl, or when they mould have m-.de fuch Difco-

veries as they thought fufficient. But their Harbour, which

was very indifferent, would not receive a Ship of her Bur-

then ; and to lie in the open Road, expofed to the Winds

and Sea, was very dangerous. And therefore, after Con-

sultation, it was unanimoufly agreed, to defire the Admiral

to take them home with him in his Fleet ; for they had al

ready undergone much Mifery and Danger, and there ap-

peared but little Hopes of Sir Richard Greenvil's Return,

And fo this firft Attempt towards a Settlement became a-

bortive, and they all arrived fafe at Portfmoutb the latter

End of July, 1586. But in his Way home, Sit Francis

Drake touched on the Coaft of New-England ; where he

landed, and fpent two or three Days in trading with th»

Natives, and one of the Indian Kings came, and fubmittec

himfelf to Queen Elizabeth.

Upon this Voyage, Sir Walter Ralegh, by the Queen's

Advice and Directions, lent, at no fmall Expence, Mr.

John With, a (kilful and ingenious Painter, to take the Si-

tuation of the Country, and to paint, from the Life, the

Figures and Habits of the Natives, their Way of Living,

and their feveral Fafhions, Modes, and Superflitions ; which
he did with great Beauty and Exa£tnefs. There was one

Theodore de Bry, who afterwords publifhed,- in the Year

1624, the beautiful Latin Edition of Voyages, in fix Vo-
lumes, Folio, a moft curious and valuable Work. He be-

ing in England foon after, by the Means of the Rev. Mr.
Richard Hackluyt, then of ChriJTs-Church, in Oxford, who,
De Bry tells us, had himfelf feen the Country, obtained

from Mr. With a Sight of thefe Pieces, with Permiffion to

take them ofF in Copper Plates. Thefe, being very lively

and well done, he carried to Frankfort, on the Mainey
where he publimed a noble Edition of them, with Latin
Explanations, out of "John Wechelius's Prefs, in the Year
1590. And thefe arc the Originals from which Mr. Bever-
ley's, and the Cuts of many of our late Writers and Tra-
vellers, have been chiefly imitated, And to ihew, that the

Inhabitant?
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Inhabitants of England were once as wild and barbarous as

thefe of Virginia, Mr. With gave him the Figures of three

of the Pitts and two of their Neighbours, that he had
found delineated in an old Englijh Hiftory ; which were
accordingly publifhed with them, and was no mean or im-
politic Device, to recommend the Profecution of the En-
tcrprife to the Englifl) NY tion.

But bcfides this Painter, Sir Walter fent upon this

Voyage a Domeftick of his, one Mr. Thomas Hariot, a
Mathematician, and highly in his Patron's Intimacy and
Friendfhip. He was a Man of Learning, and a very ob-

ferving and underllanding Perfon, and went chiefly to make
Obfervations on the Situation of the Country, and to afliii

Mr. With in the Plan. After his Return, to obvi ate the

clamorous and unjuft Rf-ports of fome of the Company, he
publifhed a fmall Treatife concerning the Country, divided

into three Parts. The firft treats of fuch Commodities, as

would be ufeful towards the Improvement of Commerce j

the fecond, of thofe natural Products of the Earth, and of

fuch Filh, Fowl, and Beads, as would contribute to the

Jjuftenance of Man, and the Support of human Life; and the

third, of the Trees and Timber, and other proper Mate-
rials for building Houfcs, Ships, and the like. After which
he fubjoins the following Account of the Doctrines and
Manners of the Natives.

They believed, that there is one chief God, who hath

exifted from all Eternity : That he created the World ;

but firft made other Gods of a principal Order, to be his

Inftruments in the Creation and Government thereof :

That next the Sun, Moon, and Stars were created, as petty

Gods, a,nd as Inftruments to thofe other Gods of a fupj-

rior Order : That then the Waters were created, out of

which were formed all Creatures : That a Wonui was

firft made ; who, by the Congrcfs of one of the God ., con-

ceived and brought forth Children ; and that thence Mail-

kind had their Beginning. They thought, the Gods were

ail of human Shape, and therefore reprefented them by

Images, which they placed in their Temples ; and they

worshipped, prayed, fung, danced, and made many Offer-

ings to them. They held the Immortality of the Soul

;

Which after Death, according to it's Works in theFkfh,

was either carried up to the Tabernacles of the Gods, to

eternal Happinefs ; or elfe to Popoguffo (a great Pit at the

furtheft Parts of the Earth, where the Sun fets) into per-

petual Fire and Torment. And this Doftrine they {im-

ported by the Authority of two Peifons, who, as they pre-

tended, had rifen from, the Dead.

C ThesS
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These Opinions were thought to make but flight Im-
preflions on their IVeroances, or Kings and Rulers ; or upon
their Prieib, and other Perfons of Figure among them.
For that Chriftian Cuftom, for the Great and Eminent to

free their Confidences from the Shackles of a Creed, and
exempt their Actions from the unwieldy Clog of Religion

and Morality, had reached even among thofe wild and fa-

vage Nations. But thefe Doctrines had a great Influence

on the common Sort. They kept them in proper Subjec-

tion to their Rulers ; and made them very follicitous to ob-
tain the Blifs, and avoid the Torments of the next Life.

They were not however fo firm to their own Doc-
trines, but that they were very open to receive any Inftruc-

tions from the Englijh. Their CompafTes,- Perfpective

GlafTes, Burning Glaffes,. Clocks* Books, Writing, Guns,
and other Inffruments and Inventions, fo exceeded their

Capacities, and amazed them, that they thought them to

be the Works of Gods rather than Men ; or at leaft, that

the Gods had taught the Englijl), how to make them.-

This caufed them to give great Credit to whatever they
faid concerning God and Religion. And Wingina himfelf

would often be at Prayers with them ; and when he was
fick, which, he thought, proceeded from having offended
the EngUfn and their God, he would fend for fome of thenv
to pray, and be a Means to their God, of his living with
him after Death ; as alfo did many others. And once,
v/hen their Corn was much hurt and withered with a long
Drought, thinking it proceeded from fome Injury done the
Englijh, they came to them in Flocks, and begged them
to pray to their God to preferve their Corn, for which
they promifed, when it was ripe, to give them a Part.
And this high Opinion of the Englijh was greatly en-

creafed, by a marvellous Accident. The Country was that
Year afflicted with an epidemical Difeafe, which was ob-
ferved to fall upon none, but thofe Nations, which had en-
deavoured to injure or betray the Englijh. This wrought
many extravagant and fuperftitious Opinions, which were
much confirmed by the Healthinefs of the Englijh Colony.
Some thought it was the Work of the Englijh God ; and o-
thers,that they themfelves mot invifible Bullets from the Place
where they dwelt. Others obferving, that the Englijh had
no Women of their own, nor cared for any of theirs
thought they were not born of Women, but were Men of
an ancient Generation, rifen again to Immortality; thaC
there were more of them ftill in the Air, as yet invifible
and without Bodies, who would afterwards come, and de-
fooy their Generation, and take their places ; and that

thefe,



Book I. The History of VIRGINIA:

made the People die, as they did, by (hooting inviilble Bui-
1

lets into them. And their Phyficians, to cover their Ig-

norance, would make them believe, that they fucked out
of the Bodies of the Sick Leaden Bullets in the Strings of
Blood. In fhort, IVingina and others were fo firmly per-

fuaded, that it happened through their Means, that when
any of their own Enemies had affronted or abufed the En-
glifl), they would defire them to make them die in the fame
Manner. And altho' the Englijh remonftrated to them the

Unrighteoufn^fs of their Requelr, and how difagreeable it

was to God ; yet becaufe the EffecT: fell out foon after*

they would come and return them Thanks in their Way j

thinking, altho' they had denied them in Words, yet they

had in Reality fully anfwered their Defire.

H e likewife tells us of the great Efteem arid Veneration,

in which the Natives held a Plant, which grew fpontane-

oufly In the Country, and was by them called Uppowoc, but

is now well known by the Name of Tobacco ; derived, it is

faid, from the I(land of Tobago, one of the Caribk es in the

IVeJi-Indies, where it grew in vaft Quantities* The Leaves

of this they cured and dried, and then being rubbed into a

Sort of Bran and Duft, they put it into Earthen Tubes,
and drew the Smoke through the Mouth. They thought

this Plant of fo great Worth and Virtue, that even the

Gods themfelves were delighted with it* And therefore

they fometimes made facred Fires, and inftead of a Sacrifice

threw in this Duft ; and when they were caught in a Tern-1

peft, they would fprinkle it into the Air and Waten Up-
on all their new fiftiing Nets they would caft fome of it 5

and when they had efcaped any remarkable Danger, they

would throw fome of this Duft into the Air^ with ftrange

diftorted Geftures, fometimes ftriking the Earth with their

Feet, in a Kind of Time and Meafure, fometimes clapping

their Hands, and throwing them up on high, looking up
to the Heavens, and uttering barbarous and didbnant

Words.
Mr. Harriot alfo, in palling through their Towns,

Would fhew them the Bible, and explain the Contents :

That in that Book was taught the true and only God, his

Omnipotence, the Doclrine of Salvation by Jefus Chrift,

and the other principal Heads of our Religion. But he was

obliged to tell them, that there was no particular Virtue in

the m terial Book itfclf, but only in the Doctrines, which

it contained. For they p .

:

,J their Kind of Adoration to the

Book, by handling, hugging, and killing it, and by ap-

plying it to their Head and Brcaft, andftroking it over the

And
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And here, if it were an Imputation worthy of Notice,

I might trarifiently remark the great Injuflice, clone to this

learned Mathematiei m and pious Scholar. For as Sir If al-

ter Ralegh was afperfed with holding athcHtical Principles,

fo it has been (aid, that he imbibed them from this Mr.
Harlot, whom he retained in his Service witli a handfome

Ptnfion, to teach him the mathematical Sciences at his lei-

sure Hours. But an orthodox Divine, Dr. Richard Corbet,

afterwards a Bifhop, tells us, that Hariri's deep Mine was
without Drofs. And Mr. George Chapman, another Con-
temporary, a grave and virtuous Author, fays, T hat his

Juiigment and Knowledge in all Kinds were deep and in-

comparable, and as much to be admired, as his molt blame-

lefs Life, and the right facred Expcnce of his Time, were
to be honoured and reverenced. To which might be added
other Testimonies, which have been carefully collected by
the diligent and inuuftrious Mr. Oldys, in his accurate Life

cf Sir IVo.lter Ralegh, lately prefixed to his Hiftory of the

World ; who likewife fhews, that the famous French Phi-
lofophcr, Defcartcs, borrowed much of his Light from this

excellent Mathematician ; and that the learned Dr. Wall'ts

gave the Preference to Harlot's Improvements, before Def-
carte's, altho' he had the Advantage of coming after, and
being afTifted by him.

As to this groundlefs Afperfion, the Truth cf it perhaps
was, that Sir Walter and Mr. Harlot were the firft, who
ventured to depart from the beaten Tracl of the Schools,
and to throw oft and combat feme hoary Follies and tra-

ditionary Errors, which had been riveted by Age, and ren-
dered facred and inviolable in the Eyes of weak and preju-
diced Perfons. Sir Walter is faid to have been firft led to
this, by the mr.nifeft Detection, from his own Experience,
df their erroneous Opinions concerning 'the Torrid Zone-%
and he intended to have proceeded farther in the Search af-
ter more folic! and important Truths, 'till he was chid and
jxftrained by the Queen, into whom fome Perfons hadin-
fufed a Notion, that fuch Dc&rine was again ft God. And
this was fufKcicnt Ground for Men, zealous without Know-
ledge, and ftifly orthodox, with a Charity ufual to fome fuch
in all Ages, to brand him with the odious Names of Atheijt
gid Deiji

; :Itho' he was an eminent AfTertor of God and
Providence, rnd has in many Parts of his Writings, efpe-
cially in the Hiitory of the World, given ftrongcr Evidences
cf his Chriftian Faith, than any of his Detractors ever did
of theirs.

Mr. Lane and his Company carried home fome Tobac-
co, which, CamUUn thwks, was the firft, that ever was

brought;
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brought to England. And Sir Walter Ralegh, a Man of *

Gaiety and Falhion, readily gave into it, and by his In-

tereft and Example, foon brought it into fuch Vogue at

Court, that many great Ladies, as well as Noblemen, made

no Scruple fomtimes to take a. Pipe. We are not inform-

ed, whether the Queen made Ufe of it herfelf ; but it is

certain, (he gave great Countenance and Encouragement to

it, as a Vegetable of hngular Strength and Power, which

might therefore prove of Benefit to Mankind, and Advan-

tage to the Nation. So far, as Mr. Oldys well obferves,

was this wife Princefs from the refined Tafte of her Suc-

ceflbr, who held Tobacco in fuch Abomination, that he

not only refufed the Ufe of it himillf, but endeavoured to

deftroy and fupprefs it among his Subjects, and would there-

by have robbed the Crown of what has fmce proved one of

its nobleft Jewels and moil confiderable Revenues, and the

Nation of a very advantageous and important Branch of

Trade.
Sir Walter Ralegh's Tobacco-Box, with fome of his

Pipes, was lately extant, and laid up among the Rarities in

the Mufeum of that curious Antiquarian, the late Mr.

Ralph Thorejby, of Leeds, in Torkjhire. There are alfo

fome humerous Stories ftill remembred, concerning his firffc

Ufe of Tobacco ;
particularly his Wager with the Queen,

that he would determine exactly the Weight of the Smoke

which went off in a Pipe of Tobacco. This he did by firft

weighing the Tobacco, and then carefully preferving and

weighing the Afhes ; and the Queen readily granted, that

what was wanting in the prime Weight, mutt be evapora-

ted in Smoke. And when me paid the Wager, me
faid pleafantly, that {he had heard of many Labourers in

the Fire, that turned their Gold into Smoke, but Ralegh

was the firft, who had turned his Smoke into Gold. It Is

alfo related, that a Country Servant of his, bringing him a

Tankard of Ale and Nutmeg into his Study, as he was in-

tently engaged at his Book, fmoaking a Pipe of Tobacco,

the Fellow was fo frightened at feeing the Smoke reek out

of his Mouth, that he threw the Ale into his Face, in or-

der to extinguish the Fire, and ran down Stairs, alarming

the Family, and crying out, His Matter was on Fire, and

before they could get up, would be burnt to Ames.

•But whilft Mr. Lane and the Colony were in the above

jnentioned Streights and Difficulties in America) Sir Walter

Ralegh was not idle at home. He provided a Ship of an

hundred Tons, and loaded her with Plenty of all things

jicceflary for the Settlement ; but it being Eajhr before fh?

departed, Mr, arid bk Company had fliipped them-

fdves,
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felves for England in Sir Francis Drake's Fleet, a few Days
b.-fore her Arrival. Having therefore fpent fome Time in

fleking them up the Country without Effect, the) | ^turned
that Summer to England, with all their Proviiion.

Those Authors who will have Sir Walter Ralegh to
have been in Virginia, fay, that he came upon this Voyage :

But the Conduct of it was fo weak and trifling, that I can-
not be eafily induced to believe it agreeable to a Perfon of
his Senfe and Refolution

; who, had he been there, would
certainly have made fome vigorous Searches and Enquiries,
and left fome ufeful Remarks on the Country, as he did in
his Voyage to Guiana. Indeed it docs not appear, that Sir
Walter was ever in his Colony himfelf. The only Authori-
ty of Weight for it, that I have met with, is the Tranflation
of Mr. Harlot's Treatife, which mentions the Actions of
thofe, qui Generofum D. Walterum Ralegh in earn regionem
comitati funt. But this, I am inclined to think, muft be
an Error of the Tranllator, who feems to have been a
Frenchman, and might not therefore perfe&ly underftand
our Language

; and I could never yet get a Sight of Hfh>
riot's original Difcourfe, which was written in Englijh, but
have been obliged to make Ufe of the Latin Tranflation,
pubhfhed by De Bry, at Frankfort, 1590. But if Mr.
Hackluyt ever was in Virginia, as we are exprefly told by
De bry, it muft have been, I think, either in this Voyage,
or that immediately following by Sir Richard Greenvil, of
which we have fuch brief and fummary Accounts. For it
is not to be fuppofed, that a Perfon of his Figure and Con-
sideration, would have been entirely palled over in the
full and particular Relations, that we have of all the other
V oyages.

c-
A
pwUT^ F°rtnight after the Departure of this Ship,

tOf Richard Greenvu arrived with three Ships more, well
provided; but he neither found that Ship, according to
his Expeaat,on, nor could hear any News of the Cobny,
which he himfelf had featcd and left there the Year before!
Therefore after travelling in vain up and down to feekthem, find™ their Habitation abandoned, and being un-

MP r I
of Roanoke, plentifully furnifhed with

all Provisions for two Years, and fo returned to EnglandThese unlucky CrofTes and Accidents gave Occafionto many Perfons to difcant on their Proceedings, to SeDifparagement
:

of Sir Richard GreenviL But their Cenfurewas very unjuft. For to plant Colonies abroad, and to dif!fufe and propagate our Nation and our Trade, is ceminlv
* moft princely and noble Enterpnze, aiul^V^^a

Perfo«
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Perfon of his eminent and illuftrious Family. And indeed 1586-

he feems to have embarked in the Affair with great Heard- ^
nefs and Refolution, and to have hazarded and expofcd his

Perfon very freely in the Profecution of it. And it was upon
Occafton of thefe Murmurs and Reports, that Mr. Hariot

wrote and publifhed his Difcourfe, before mentioned.

The next Year, three Ships were fent, under the Com-
mand of Mr. "John White, who was appointed Governor of

the Colony, with twelve Afliftants, as a Council. To thefe

Sir Walter Ralegh gave a Charter, and incorporated them
by the Name of the Governor and Affiftants of the City of

Ralegh in Virginia, with exprefs Directions to feat at Che-

fapeake ; which, however uleful and important, they ne-

verthelefs difobeyed and neglected. Having taken the old

Route by the Weft- Indies , they had like to have 'been caft

away upon Cape-Fear, through the Error or Defign of Si-

mon Ferdinando. He had been with Captain Amidas in the

firft Expedition ; and being made Pilot in this, was fufpccled

of a Defign to ruin the whole Voyage. But being prevent-

ed by the Vigilancy of Captain Stafford, they arrived all

fafe at Hatteras the 22d of July.

They went immediately to Roanoke, to look for the

fifty Men, left there by Sir Richard Greenvil, but they

found nothing but the Bones of a Man ; and where the

Plantation had been, the Houfes were undeftroyed, but o-

vergrown with Weeds, and the Fort defaced. They re-

fitted the Houfes ; and Mr. George How, one of the Coun-
cil, ftragling abroad, was flain by the Indians. Soon after,

Captain Stafford, with twenty Men, and Manteo, who, I

believe, had been again in England this Voyage, went to

Croatan, to enquire, if they could hear any News of the

Colony. There they underftood, that Mr. How had been

flain by fome of Wingina's Men of Dajfatnonpeake ; that

the fifty, left the Year before, had been fuddcnly fet upon

by three hundred Indians, of Secotan, Aquafcogoc, and Daf-

fatnonpeake ; that after a fmall Skirmifh, in which one En-

glijhnian was (lain, they retired to the Water Side, and hav-

ing got their Boat, and taken up four of their Fellows ga-

thering Crabs and Oyfters, they went to a fmall Ifland by

Hatteras ; that they ftaid there fome time, but after de-

parted they knew not whither. And with this Account,

Captain Stafford returned to the Fleet at Hatteras.

However, Mr. White endeavoured to renew and keep

jrp a good Underftanding with the feveral Nations of Indians

on the Sea-Coaft. But finding his Offers of Friendfhip not

much regarded, he refolved no longer to defer his Revenge

90. thofe of Dajfamonpeake. This Nation was feated right-

c 4 oppoiite
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oppcfite to Roanoke Ifland, on the M.dn, in the Neck of

Lund, between the River now called Jll"gator, and the

Iffarrows. About Midnight, Mr. White fet forward, with

Captain Stafford, and twenty four Men, whereof Mantco
was one, who was their Guide, and behaved himfelf as a

muft faithful Ehglijbman. They landed by Break of Day,
and having got beyond the Town, they aflaulted fome In-

dians that were fitting by a Fire. One was {hot through,

and they hoped to have been fully revenged, but were foon

undeceived, and found that they were their Friends of Crs-

ctan, come to gather their Corn, becaufe they underftood,

that the Dajj'avionpcake Indians, had fled after the Death
of Mr. How. Mantec, their Countryman, was grieved at

the Miftake ; but however, imputed it all to their own
Folly. And fo having gathered what was ripe, and left

the reft unfpoiled, they returned to Roanoke.

On the 13th of Augujl, Mantco, according to Command
ficm Sir Walter Ralegh

t was baptized, and (tiled Lord of
Roanoke and DaJJamonpeake, in Reward of his Fidelity. And
on the 1 8th, the Governor's Daughter, Wife to Ananias
Dare, one of the Council, was delivered of a Daughter,
which, being the firft Ululd born there, was called Virginia.

And foon after, there arofe a DIfpute between the Gover-
nor and his Affiltants or Council, concerning a Perfon to

be fent to England to folheit Supplies. Ail refufed, except
one, who was thought very unequal to the Bufinefs. At
laft, they unanimoufly pitched upon the Governor, as the
fitted Perfcn ; and having figned a Paper, tcftifying; his

Unwillingnefs to leave the Colony, they at length prevailed

upon him, with much Importunity, to undertake it. Leav-
ing therefore above an hundred Perfons on one of the Iflands

of ELatteras, to form a .Plantation, he departed, and after

many Crofles and Difficulties, got firft to Ireland^ and from
thence went to England.

At this time, the Nation was in great Commotion and
Apprehenfron of the Spanijh Invafion and invincible Arma-
da, as it was vainly called, and the Queen caufed frequent
Councils to be held, by the oldeft and moft experienced
Commanders at Sea ; and alio appointed a Council of War,
of fitch Perfcns as were in higheit Repute for military Skill
and Knowledge, in order to put the Land Forces of the
Kingdom in the beft Pofture of Defence, For this Pur-
pofe were chofen the Lord Grey, Sir Era>?a's KnoUe$y Sir
Thomas Leighton, $ir Walter Ralegh, Sir John Norris, Sir
Richard Grcen-vil^ Sir Richard Bingham, Sir Roger V/'l-
Uamtf and Ralph Lore, Efq; Lte Governor of Virginia
who were therefore ail entirely takes up with thofe Lraj r-
fcint Confuitations, '

'

; How-
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However, having laid a Plan of Operations, and made 1588.

proper Difpofitions for the Defence of the Nation, Sir Wal- Vw
-
v""""^

ter found Leifure to fit out a fmall Fleet for the Relief of
the Colony, at Biddeford, early the next Year, which was
put under the Command of Sir Richard Greenvil, and only
waited for a fair Wind. But the Alarm of the vaft and for-

midable Armament, made by the King of Spain, encreaf-

ing, all Ships of Force, then in any Readinefs, received

Orders from the State to fray in their Harbours, for the
Defence of their own Country ; and Sir Richard Greenvil

was perfonaljy commanded not to depart out of Cornwall*

where Sir Walter Ralegh then was himfelf, muttering and
training the Forces, and performing other Duties of his

Office, as Lieutenant of that County. However, Gover-
nor White laboured fo ftrenuoufly with them, that he ob-
tained two fmall Barks, and put to Sea from Biddeford, the

22dof Jpril, 1588. But thefe Veffels, tho' of little Force,
being more intent on a gainful Voyage, than the Relief of
the Colon}-, ran in Chace of Prizes ; till at laft, one of them,
meeting with two Ships of War, was, after a bloody Fight,

overcome, boarded, and rifled. In this maimed, ranfacked,

and ragged Condition, fhe returned to England in a Month's
Time ; and in about three Wecks after, the other alfo re-

turned, having perhaps tatted of the fame Fare, at leaffc

without performing her intended Voyage, to the Difbefs,

and as it proved, the utter Dettruciion of the Colony in

Virginia, and to the great Difplcalure of their Patron at

home.
These Difappointments gave much Vexation to Sir

Walter Ralegh, who had by this Time expended, as we
are authenticly affured, not lefs than forty thoufand Pounds,
upon the Enterprife. He had alfo, not long before, re-

ceived, as a Reward for his great Services in the Irijh

Wars, a very large Grant, oat of trie Earl of Defmond's
Lands there ; the Terms of which he fairly and honeftly

endeavoured to fulfil, by planting thofj Lands with Englijhy
and made Ufeof none of the Arts and Frauds, which others

of thofe Grantees were charged withal. So that this great

Bounty of the Queen was at piefent rather a Burthen and
Charge to him, than any real Profit or Advantage. Befides

which, he was among the forcmoft ©f the military Geniufes

of that time, who were fired with the Spanijh Invafion, and
profecuted the War againft them with great Cott and In-

duftry, and with an incredible Courage and Succefs. For
all thefe Reafons, Sir Walter Ralegh made an Alignment,
by Indenture, bearing Date the 7th of March, 1588-9, to 1589. ]

Thomas Smith, ( afterwards Sir Thomas Smith, and a Per-

V ' fon
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fon of Note in the Sequel of this Hi/lory ) with other Mer-
chants and Adventurers of London, and to Governor White,

and other Gentlemen, for continuing the Plantation of Vir-

ginia. By this Indenture, he grants to the laid Thomas

Smith, John White, and the reft, according to a Charter,

formerly granted for the City of Ralegh, free Liberty to

carry to Virginia, and there inhabit, fuch of her Majefty's

Subjects, as would willingly accompany them ; as alfo to

them, their Heirs, or Afligns, free Trade and Traffick to

and from Virginia, or any other Part of America, where
the faid Sir Walter, his Heirs, or Afligns, did, or might

claim any Intereft, Title, or Privilege. And he did far-

ther, for their Encouragement, and fcr the common Utility,

freely and liberally give them one hundred Pounds, to be

employed for planting the Chriftian Religion in thofe bar-

barous and heathen Countries.

And thus Sir Walter Ralegh, having difengaged him-
felf for the prefent from this burthenfome and expenfive

Affair, gave a Loofe to his martial Genius, and bent his

whole Thoughts againft the Spaniards, which foon became
the fixed and ruling Paflion of his Nature ; as abafing the

exorbitant Power of France, and preventing its ill Confe-

rences on the Liberties of Europe, did, in later Times,
engrofs all the Thoughts and Inclinations of King William,

and was the principal Aim of moll: of his Steps and Actions.

And altho' this Comparifon may be thought very une-

qual with Relation to the Power and Dignity of the two
Perfons, yet it will, I think, be found juft and exact with

RefpeCt to their Inclinations and Defigns. For no Man of

that Age was more deeply fenfible of the pernicious Confe-
rences of the Spani/h Power and Aims, or was more eager

and affiduous in fpeaking, writing, and acting againft them,
than Sir Walter Ralegh.

But thefe new Aflignees were not fo diligent and care-

ful of the Bufinefs, as they ought to have been. For it was
a Year after, March, 1589-90, before anything was un-
dertaken by them for the Relief of the Colony. Then Mr,
White, with three Ships, fet Sail from Plimouth ; and puf-

fing by the Wejl- Indies, they ftaid fome time there, to per-
form fome Exploits, as they call them, which was to at-

tack and plunder the Spaniards, among whom they got a
confiderable Booty. On the 3d of Augujl, they fell in with
fome low fandy Iflands, to the Wejlward of Wococon. From
thence they went to Croatan, and fo to Hatteras. There
they defcried a Smoke, at the Place, where the Colony had
been left three Years before. The next Morning, they
enlarged fome Cannon, to give Notice gf their Arrival j

and
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and having fitted out two Boats, Captain Cooke and Captain

Spicer went alhore, but found no Man, nor the Sign of

any, that had been there lately. The next Day, they

prepared to go to Roanoke ; but the Wind being hard

at North-Eafr, one of the Boats, in pafling a B^r, was half

filled with Water, and the other overfet. Captain Spicer^

with fix more, were drowned ; but four, who could fwiia

a little, and did not truft themfelves to their Legs on ths

Shoals, but kept in deep Water, were faved by the Care

and Dexterity of Captain Cooke in the other Boat. This
Accident fo difcomfited the Sailors, that they could hardly

be prevailed upon to make any farther Search for the Colo-»

ny. But indeed, confidering the Shoals and Dangers, witlt

their Ignorance and Inexperience of the Coaft, which they

unfortunately happened upon in this their firft Attempt tot

wards a Settlement, it is rather to be wondered, th~t they

niet not with more Accidents and Misfortunes, than they

really did.

The Sailors being at length encouraged by the For-

wardnefs and Readinefs of their Captains, two Boats more
were fitted out for Halteras, with nineteen Men. When
Mr. White left the Colony three Years before, they talked

of going fifty Miles up into the Main ; and it had been

agreed between them, that if they left the Place, where
they then were, they mould write the Name of the Place,

to which they went, on fome Tree, Door, or Poft ; and

if they had been in any Diftrefs, they fhould fignify it, by
making a Crofs over it. When they landed therefore, they

founded a Trumpet, but received noAnfwer ; and going up
to the Fire, they found, it was nothing but the Grafs and

fome rotten Trees burning. Then fearching up and down
the Ifland, they at laft found three fair Roman Letters

carved, C. R. O. but without any Sign of Diftrefs; and
looking farther, they faw CROATAN, carved in fair

Capital Letters on one of the chief Pofts, but ftill without

the Crofs, as a Sign of Diftrefs. Their Houfes were taken

down ; and an high Palifado built, after the Manner of a

Fort. They likewife found, where their Goods had been

buried ; but many of them had been dug up, and fcattered

about, and all were fpoiled ; yet Mr. White knew and
diftinguifhed feveral of his own among them. With this}

joyful Difcovery, as they hoped, of where they were, they

returned to their Ships ; but had like to have been caft

away by a violent Storm, that continued all that Night.

The next Morning, weighing Anchor for Croatan%
which was an Indian Town on the South Part of Cape
Look-out, one of their Cables broke, and carried off ano-*
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^ther Anchor with it. But letting go their third, the Ship

went fo faft adrift, that fhe was very near ftranding. Dif-

couraged with thefe Misfortunes, and having but one An-
chor left, and their Provifions near fpcnt, they gave over

all Thoughts of farther Search for the prcfent, and deter-

mined to go to the TVeJi-Indies, to winter and refrefh them-
felves (chiefly perhaps with more SpaniJJj Plunder) and to

return in the Spring, to feek their Countrymen. But the

Vice-Admiral was obftinately bent upon going dircclly for

England ; and the W- ind being contrary, the reft were
obliged, within two Days, to make for the JVeJiern-IJlands,

where they arrived the 23d of September 1590, and met
with many of the Queen's Ships, their own Confort, and

divers others. But many fufpected, that private Intereft

was the chief Occafion of their Failure in this Undertaking;

and that the Riches, gotten from the Spaniards in the TVeJl-

Indiesy was the true Reafon of their Return, For which the

Storm only furnifhed them with a colourable Pretext.

However it is certain, that the Aflignees made no farther

Search, nor gave themfelves any other Trouble about the

Matter ; but thefe poor Souls were bafely deferted by them,
and left a Prey^to the barbarous Savages, neither were they

ever feen or heard of afterwards.

The following Year 1591, Sir Richard' Gremvil was
fent, by the Queen, Vice-Admiral to the Lord Thomas
Hoivard, with feven Ships of War, and a few other fmall

Veflels, to intercept the Spanifl) Plate-Fleet. At the A~
Azores, this fmall Squadron was furprifed by fifty three capital

Ships, purpofely fent from Spain ; and Sir RichardGreenvtly

who was unwilling to leave a great Part of his Men, then
on Shore for Water and other NecefTaries, to the Infolence

and Barbarity of the Wanders, {laid fo long in getting them
oft", that he was hemmed in between the Enemy's Flet-t

and the Ifland of Flores. In this dangerous Situation, he
fcorned to fhew any Signs of Fear, or to owe his Safety to

Flight ; but he bravely bore down upon the Enemy, and
endeavoured to break through them, in which Attempt he
maintained a gallant and obftinate Fight, with the beft of
the Spanifl) Ships, for fifteen Hours together. He was at
once laid aboard by the St. Philip, a Ship of fifteen hundred
Tons and feventy eight large Pieces of Ordinance, and four
other of the ftouteft Ships in the Spanijh Fleet, full of Men,
in fome two hundred* in fome five hundred, and in others
eight hundred Soldiers, befules Mariners ; and he never had
lefs than two large Galleons by his Side, which, from time
to time, were relieved by frefh Ships, Men, and Ammu-
jikion. Yet hfi behaved hirnfdf WJtkfttCh uncommon Bta-

very
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very and Conduct, that he difabled fome, funk others, and '

obliged them all to retire. Neither did he ever leave the v-

Peck, tho' wounded in the Beginning of the clofe Fight,

till he received a dangerous Wound in the Body by a Mufket

Bullet. When he went down to have it drefled, he re-

ceived another Shot in the Head, and his Surgeon was killed

by his Side. By this time alfo moft of his braveft Men
were flain, his Ship much difabled, his Deck covered with

Dead, and Wounded, and fcattered Limbs, and his Powder

fpent to the very laft Barrel. Yet in this Condition he or-

dered the Veffel to be funk, but it was prevented by the

reft of the Officers ; tho' many of the Crew joined with

him, and the Mafter-Gunner, if he had not been reftrain-

ed, would have killed himfelf, fooner than fall into the

Hands of the Spaniards. When the Ship, or rather

Wreck, was furrendered, Sir Richard was carried on board

the Spanifo Admiral, where he died within two Days,

highly admired by the very Enemy, for his extraordinary-

Courage and Refolution. And when he found the Pangs of

Death approach, he fa id to the Officers, that flood round

him, in the Spanijh Tongue : Here die I, Richard Green-

vil, with a joyful and quiet Mind, having endedmy Life like

a true Soldier, that fought for his Country, ghieen, Religion^

and Honour : Thus fumming up, in fhort, all the generous

Motives, that fire the Breafts of the truly Brave and Great,

to exert themfelves beyond the common Pitch of Huma-

nity.

And fueh was the gallant End of this noble Gentleman,,

who, next to Sir Walter Ralegh, was the principal Perfoa

concerned in this Krft Adventure of Virginia. He was a

Man eminently fitted to ferve his Country, in Peace or

War, by Land or Sea, and was fo deeply rooted in the Af-

fection and Eftcem of his illuftrious Kinfman, Sir Walter

Ralegh, that he honoured his Death with a particular Re-

lation of the Action by his own excellent Pen, which he

caufed to be immediately printed the latter End of the fame

Year 1591, to obviate fome Afperfions, caft uponjiim by

fome of the Spaniards. The reft of the Englijh Ships

having Sea-Room* fought bravely, and did every «-hing5

that could be expected from valiant Men, whilft they had

the Advantage of the Wind. The Lord Howard was for

even hazarding the whole Fleet in the Refcue of Sir Richard

Greenvily and for charging up to the Place, where he was

engaged. But he was over-ruled by the other Officers*

whofe Prudence is commended even by Sir Walter Ralegh •„

altho' no Perfon can certainly fay, I think, what might

(wve been the Event, had fix Ships of W^ more befmes
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the Privateers, fallen upon an Enemy, whom one Ship alone

hud for fo long a time kept in luch warm Action. When
the Night parted them from die Enemy, they all went off

fafe, and in their Way home took feveral rich Prizes. Sir

Richard's. Ship too, the Revenge, of 500 Tons Burthen,

and about 20 Iron Guns, made good her Name. For a few

Days after me foundered at Sea, and drowned two hundred

Spaniards, who had been put aboard to carry her to Spain*

But Sir JValter Ralegh, being, by the above-mentioned

Aflignment, eafed in fome Measure of the Undertaking of

Virginia, was foon engaged by his aelive and enterprifing

Genius in other Adventures and Difcoveries. He contri-

buted generoufly towards the Difcovery of the Nortb-Weji

PafLge, and other things of the like Nature. But having

left his Royal Miftrefs's Favour, by debauching one of her

M..ids of Honour, whom he afterwards married, he under-

took in Perfun, in the Year 1595^ the Voyage and Difco-

vcry of Guiana, a rich Country up the River Oronaque, in

South America. After his Return, he wrote a moft excel-

lent Difcourfe upon his Expedition, in which his chief Aim
was to engage the Queen and Nation in the Profecution of

the Enterprife, and Settlement of the Country. But all

his E.eafons w^re overpowered by the Envy of fome great

Men to his Perfon and Merit j and altho' he was reftored

to die Queen's Favour, yet he could never get any thing

done to Effect in this important and judicious Defign.

However he never quitted it hiiv.fclf, but fent twice imme-
diately after, to make farther Difcoveries, and to keep up
the good Difpofiticns of the Natives towards the EngliJJ?*

Even after his Fall, and when he was in the Tower, he
found Means to continue this Defign ; and his laft Voyage
thither, after his Releafe, with the fatal Confequences of
it, is too well known, to need a particular Relation here.

Neither was he, notwithftanding the Alignment, negligent

or forgetful of the Colony, which had been feated in Virgi-

nia upon his Account. For he fent five feveral Times, to
fearch after, and relieve them ; and laft he difpatched
Sa?nuel Mace of Weymouth, in March 1602. But he, like

all the reft, performed nothing, but returned with idle

Stories and frivolous Allegations.

However, thefe Efforts of Sir Walter were only in-
tended to recover and bring off thofe poor People, and no
ways in Profecution of his nrft Defign of fettling a Colo-
ny. So that all Thoughts of Virginia were abandoned,
and the Project lay dead for near twelve Years, when it

was revived by Captain Bartholomew Gofnold, who under-
took a Voyage thither, and fet Sail from Dartmouth, on

the
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the twenty fixth of March 1602, in a fmall Bark, with

thirty two Men. He kept as far North as the Winds would

permit, and was the firft that came in a direct Courfe to

America.

On the nth of May, being about the Latitude of forty

three, they made Land, on the Coaft of New-England, as

it hath been fince called. But as all this Continent bore

the Name of Florida* till the Difcovery of the Englijh in

1584, fo afterwards all that Tradt of Country, from 34 to

45 Degrees of Northern Latitude, was called Virginia, till

from different Settlements it got different Names. The
Land was low ; the Shore white Sand, and rocky, yet over-

grown with fair and {lately Trees. Coming to an Anchor,

eight Indians, in a Shallop, with Maftand Sail, came boldly

on board them. By their Signs, and by the Shallop and

other things, which they had, they judged, that fome Bif-

cayneers had been fifhing there. But finding no good Har-

bour, they weighed, and flood to the Southward into the

Sea. The next Morning, they found themfelves embayed

with a mighty Head-land ; and going to the neighbouring

Hills, they perceived it to be Part of the Continent, almoffc

environed with Iflands. Here, in a few Hours, they caught

more Cod, then they knew, what to do with ; from whence

the Place obtained the Name of Cape-Cod. And they thence

alfo concluded, that a good Fifhery might be found there,

in the Months of March, April, and May.
Soon after they went to the Iflands, and anchored near

one of them. They found it four Miles in Compafs, wirh-

cut Houfe or Inhabitant. In it was a Lake, near a Mile in

Circuit ; and the reft fo overgrown with Vines, which co-

vered all the Trees and Bufhes, that they could fcarce pafe

through them. They likewife found Plenty of Strawber-

ries, Rafberries, Goolberries, and divers other Fruits in

Bloom, and therefore called the Ifland Martha's Vineyard*

They then vifited the reft of the Ifles, and found them re-

plenifhed with the like Produ&s. One they named Eliza-

beth's IJland, in Honour to their ancient Sovereign, in which

they planted Wheat, Barley, Oats, and Peafe, which fprung

up nine Inches in fourteen Days. From hence they went;

to the Main, where they ftood for fome time ravifhed at

the Beauty and Delicacy of the Country. But foon after

returning to Elizabeth's IJland, they fpent three Weeks in

building a Houfe, in a fmall Ifland of about an Acre of

Ground, which ftood in the Midft of a large Lake of frefh

Water, about three Miles in Circumference.

They faw feveral of the Natives, with whom they

jpiade mutual Prefvitts, and had fom fm.aU Traftck, They
were
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were of an excellent Conftitution of Body* active^ ftrongj

healthful, and very ingenious, as divers of their Joys tefti-

fied. The bafer Sort would iteal, butthofe of better Rank
were very civil and juft. Not one of the Englijh was af-

fected with any Sickncfs ; but they rather grew more heal-

thy and ftrong, notwithftanding their bad Diet and Lodging*

Twelve had refolved to ftay ; but,; contidering how meanly
they were provided, they were at laft all obliged to leave

this Ifland, not without much Sorrow and Reluclancy, and

arrived at Exmouth the 23d of July.

The Beginning of the next Year, died that ever-memo-
rable and glorious Princefs, Queen Elizabeth, and was fuc-

ceeded by King Jatnes VI. of Scotland. He was Icarce

Warm in his Throne, before, as a Prefage of his future weak
and inglorious Reign, he confined Sir Walter Ralegh in the

Tower, for a molt myfterious and inextricable Plot. This

great Man, as he was the firft Undertaker and Mover of

thefe Difcovcries, is ufually looked upon as the Founder and

Father of our Country. And indeed we are proud to own
for fuch, a Perfon of his diitihguifhed Merit and Parts;

who was one of the brighteft Ornaments of his Age and

Country, highly in the Favour arid Lfreem of Queen Eli-

zabeth, and afterwards the Sacrifice of her mean and pufil-

lanimoUS Succeflbr. But yet it muft be confefTed, that his

Adventurers touched but once, and then flightly, on our

Country ; but ftill kept on in the fame unfortunate Tract,

on the fiioaly and importuous Coafl of North-Carolina.

Altho' his Judgment foon diftinguilhed from the Accounts.;

he received, the Advantages of Chcfapcake for feating his

Capital City of Ralegh ; and had his Orders been followed,

it might perhaps have given a quite different Turn to the

Affairs of the Colony. For it would not only have freed

them from the Hazards anu Difficulties, they encountered
on that dangerous Coafl, and every where have fupplied

them with fafe and convenient Harbours, but would have
naturally kd them to the Search and Difcovery of one of
the molt commodious Countries perhaps in the World, for

Shipping and Velitls.

The fame Year 1603, by the Perfuafions of Mr.
Richard Hackluyt (a curious and inquifitive Gentleman, and
foon after a Prebend of Wejinnnjtcr, who publifhed the
noted Collection of Voyages and Travels) the Mayor and
Aldermen, with mofl of the Merchants of Prijlol, raifed a
Stock of a thoufand Pounds, and fitted out two VelTels.
But firft they obtained the Leave and Permiffion of Sir
Walter Ralegh, as Proprietor of the Country, to make
Diftoveries in, Virginias Martin Priag was raade Captain,]

an
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an underftandirig Gentleman and able Mariner ; and Robert

Saltern, who had been with Captain Cofnold the Year be-

fore, v/as appointed his Afliftant and Pilot. But as, for

the molt Part, they followed Captain Gofnold's Courfe,

their Difcoveries were nothing extraordinary or different

from his.

But another Bark was this Year font from London, un-
der the Command of Captain Bartholomew Cilbert, who
had likewife been with Captain Gofnold. After fome fmatj

Trade in the Weji-Indies, they fell in with the Coaft of
A?nerica in about 37 Degrees of Northern Latitude; and
fome Authors fay, they run up into Chefdpeake Bay, where
the Captain, going aihore, was killed with four of his

Men. This ftruck fuch a Damp and Difcouragement into

the reft, that they immediately weighed Anchor, and re-

turned to England, without any further Attempt or Difco-
very.

Tw o Years after, Captain George IVeymoutb v/as fent by
the Earl of Southampton and the Lord Arundel of Warder^
to make Difcoveries on the Coaft of Virginia. He intend-
ed to the Southivard of 39 ; but was forced by the Winds
farther Northward, and fell among fome Shoals in 41 Dcg*
10 Min. But having happily difengaged themfelves, on the
1 8th of May they made Land. It appeared to be a main
high Land, but they found it an Ifland of fix Miles in
Compafs. From thence they could difcerh the Continent
and very high Mountains ; and coalting among the Iflands-,

adjoining to the Main, they found an excellent Harbour.
They dug a Garden the twenty fecond of May ; and among
their Seeds, they fowed Barley and Pcafe, which grew up
eight Inches in Iixteen Days ; altho' they judged the Mould
much inferior to what they found afterwards cn the Main.
On the 30th of May, the Captain with thirteen more, went
to view and difcover the Continent ; and having fouiu a~

fair River, running up into the Country, they returned
back to bring in the Ship. What River this was, and
what Part of the American Coaft they fell upon, is difficult

to determine exactly. For their neglecting to tell us what
Courfe they fteered, after they were difengaged from the
Shoals, renders it doubtful, whether they fell in with fome
Part of the Majfacbufet's Bay ; or rather farther Southwardly

on the Coaft of- Rhode-1(land, Naragar.fet, or Connecticut ;

altho' I am molt inclined to believe, this River was either

that of Naragdnfet of Conne£iic'ut j and the Ifland, what is

now called Block-Ijland. However it is certain, that Old-
rtiixon, (the Author of the Book, entitled, The Britljb Em-
pire b\ America) according to his ufual Cuftoin, is here

D mod



^History ^VIRGINIA. Book II.

moft egrcgioufly bewildered and loft. For after having
injudicioufly enough, determined the fmall Ifland they firlt

made, of fix Miles in Compafs, to be Long-IJland, on the

Coaft of Nciv^York, he immediately after, with ftill grea-

ter Abfurdity and Grofncfs, calls this the River of Powha-
tan^ now 'James River, to the Southward, as he fays, of

the Bay of Chefapcake.

When Captain JVeymouth returned aboard, he found,

that the Indians had contracted an Acquaintance with his

Crew ; that they had had fome fmall Trade together ; and

that there was much outward Shew of Kindnefs and Civi-

lity between them. For as the EngUJh intended to inhabit

their Country, and as it was the chief Defign of the noble

Adventurers, who had fent them, to propagate Chriftianity

among thofe barbarous People, they uled them very kindly

;

and exchanging Hoftages, would fometimes lie afhore with

them, and they fometimes aboard with the EngUJh. At

laft they were very prefiing with the Captain, to go to the

Main, to trade with their Bafhabesj or chief Lord. He
accordingly manned his Boat with fourteen Hands, and at-

tended them. But having plainly difcovered their Trea-

chery, and that it was only a Stratagem to cut them off,

he feifed five, and ever afterwards treated them with great

Civility, but never more trufted them.

Having fpent fome time in founding all the Ides,

Channels, and Inlets, and found four feveral Ways of bring-

ing a Ship into the Bay, they at laft ran theirs twenty fix

Miles up the River. They found, it flowed eighteen Feet,

was a Mile wide forty Miles from the Mouth, had a bold

Channel from fix to ten Fathom deep, and every half Mile

beautiful Coves and Harbours, fome of them to contain an

hundred Sail of Ve/Tels. The Land was very rich, trend-

ing all along in an equal Plain, neither mountainous nor

rocky, but verged v/ith a green Border of Grafs ; and the

Woods were large and tall, and delightfully watered with

many frefh Springs and Rivulets. Leaving their Ship, they

Went feven Miles higher than the fait Water flowed, and
then marched towards the Mountains. But the Weather
was fo hot, and the Fatigue fo great, that having erected

a Crofs, they willingly returned to their Ship. Soon after,

they failed for England, and arrived at Dartmouth the 18th
of July ; carrying with them the five Indians, taken by
the Captain, whereof one was a Sagamo, or Commander,
and three others, Perfons of Figure and Diftinclion in their
cwn Country. /

THE)



' M$Sk Ml^kMm MM
THE

HISTORY
O F

VIRGINIA.
BOOK II.

A P T A IN Bartholomew Gofnold had made a
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aSe to the Northern Parts of Virginia, in

^ tnc Year 1602, as hath been before related.

38&4cjMcfci*&
He was fo wonderfully pleafed with the Plea-T^V* fantnefs and Fertility of the Places he fawy

that, after his Return to England, he made it his Bufinefs
to follicit all his Friends and Acquaintance, to join with
him in an Attempt to fettle fo delightful a Country. After
fome Years fpent in vain* he at lalt prevailed with Cap-
tain John Smith, Mr. Edward-Mar ia IVingjicld, the Rev.
Mr. Robert Hunt, and divers others, to join in the Under-
taking. But fettling Colonics is an Enterprife of too great
Burthen and Expence for a few private Perfons ; and there-

fore, after many vain Projects, they applied themfelves to
feveral of the Nobility, Gentry, and Merchants, and by
their great Charge and Induftry, recommended their Scheme
fo effectually to them, that they came into it very heartily.

And firft, Letters patent were obtained from King
James I. bearing Date the 10th of April, 1606, to Sir 77;0-

mas Gates, and Sir George Somen, Knights, Richard Hack-
luyt, Clerk, Prebendary of Wejhninjler, Edv:ard-Maria
IVingjicld, with others unnamed, for the Southern Colony ;

and to Thomas Hanham, and Ralegh Gilbert, Elqrs, Wil*
'lain Parker, and Garge Popham, Gentlemen, and others

D 2 unnamed,
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unnamed, for the Northern Colony. By this Charter, all
J that Tract of Country, from 34 to 45 Degrees of North
Latitude, which' then went under the common Name of
Virginia, was divided into two Parts ; called the Firft Co-
lony and the Second. The Firft or Southern Colony was
defigned for the City of London, and fuch as would adven-

ture with them, to difcover and chufe a Place of Settlement,

anywhere between the Degrees of 34 and 41. The Se-

cond or Northern Part, was appropriated to the Cities of
Brijlol, Exeter, Plitnouth, and the Wejlern Parts of En-
gland, and all thofe,. that would adventure and join with

them, to make their Choice, any where between the De-
grees of 38 and 45 ; provided, there Ihould be at leaft an
hundred Miles Diftance between the two Colonies. For
each of them was to extend fifty Miles from the Place of

their firft Habitation, each way along the Coaft. But I

ihall make no Abftracl: of this Charter, having caufed it to

be printed at large in the Appendix, to which I refer the

Reader.

But befides this Charter, the King gave divers Articles,

Inftrudlions, and Orders, under his Sign Manual, and the

Privy Seal of England, dated the 20th of November, 1606 ;

wherein he eftablifhes and ordains a Council, under the
Name of the King's Council for Virginia. This confifted

of the following Perfons ; Sir William Wade, Lieutenant
of the Tower of London^ Sir Thomas Smith, Sir Walter
Cope, Sir George More, Sir Francis Popham, Sir Ferdinando
Gorges, Sir John Trevor, Sir Henry Montagu, Recorder of
the City of London, and Sir William Romney, Knights

;

John Dodderidge, Solicitor General, and Thomas Warr,
Efqrs; John Eldrcd, of the City of London, Thomas James,
of Brijlol, and James Bagg, of Plimouth, in the County of
Devon, Merchants. But thefe being foon found too few,
and by Reafon of the Diftance of their Flabitations from
each other, difficult to be got together in any competent
Number, his Majcfty, by an Ordinance dated the oth of
March following, augmented this Council with Sir Thomas
Challcnor, Sir Henry Nevil, Sir Fulke Grevil, Sir John
Scot, Sir Robert Manfcl, Sir Oliver Cromwell, Sir Morris
Berkley, Six Edward Michelborne, Sir Tho?nas Hokroft, Sir
Thomas Smith, Clerk of the Privy Council, Sir Robert Kit-

t'

r Sr*"rt
2
r°J% ?

ir Geor& C^g, Sir Edwin
bandys, Sir Thomas Roe, and Sir Anthony Palmer, Knights \

Thomas Seamer, Bernard
GreenviL



Book II. The History of VIRGINIA!
Qreenvil, and Edward Rogers, Efqrs ; and Mutihew Sutctiffe9

Doctor of Divinity, and afterwards Dean of Exeter, nomi-

nated to him by and on the Behalf of the fecond Colony.

In this laft Inftrument, there was a DiftincTion and Se-

peration made of the two Councils ; but in the former of

the 20th of November, Sir William JVadc, and the reft,

were conftituted his Majefty's Council for both Colonies>
*' for all Matters that mould happen in Virginia, or any the

** Territories of America, between 34 and 45 Degrees of

North Latitude, according to the Purport and Tenor of
" the Letters patent : That they fhould have full Power
" and Authority, at the Pleafure, and in the Name of his

* 4 Majefty, his Heirs, or Succefl'ors, to give Directions to

« the Councils, refident in America, for the good Govern-
M ment of the People there, and for the proper ordering

" and difpofing all Caufes within the fame, in Subftance

** as near to the Common Law of England, and the Equity
f ( thereof, as might be ;

referving to his Majefty, his Heirs
*' and Succeffors, a Power to increafe, alter, or change
" the faid Council, at their Will and Pleafure : And that

" this his Majefty's Council in England, fhould nominate

H and appoint the firft Members of the feveral Councils,

" to be refident in the Colonies.

** That the faid Councils, refident in the Colonies, or
<c the major Part of them, fhould chufe one of their own
44 Body, not being a Minifter of God's Word, to be Prefi-

M dent of the fame, and to continue in that Office by the
M Space of one whole Year, and no longer : And that it

" fhould be lawful for the major Part of the faid Councils,

" upon any juft Caufe, either of Abfence or otherwife, to

*« remove the Prefident, or any other of the Council ; and
" in Cafe of Death or fuch Removal, to ele£t another into

f* the vacant Place : Provided always, that the Number of

M each of the faid Councils fhould not exceed thirteen.

M That the faid Prefidents, Councils, and the Miniftcrs,

< 4 fhould provide, that the true Word and Service of God
<c be preached, planted, and ufed, not only in the faid Co-
lt lonies, but alio, as much as might be, among the Sava-

»< ges bordering upon them, according to the Rites and
«' Doctrine of the Church of England.

M That they fhould not fuller any to withdraw the

" People of the faid Colonies from the Allegiance of the

" King, his Heirs, or SuccefTors ; but fhould caufe all

*f Perfons fo offending, to be apprehended and imprifoned,

il till full and due Reformation, or if the Caufe fo required,

f« fhould fend them to England, with all convenient Speedy

* 6 there to receive condign Punifhmcnt.

D 3 « Thai
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1606. « That all Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments—* " fhould be had, inhabited, and enjoyed, within the faid

" Colonies, as the like Eftates are held and enjoyed, by
* c the Laws in England.

" That Tumults, Rebellion, Confpiracy, Mutiny,
<c and Sedition, together with Murder

?
Manflaiightcr, In-

" ceft, Rapes, and Adultery, committed within any of the
" Degrees aforefaid, (and no other Offences) mould be
«« puniflied by Death without Benefit of Clergy, except in

?« Cafe of Manslaughter, to which Clergy fhould be allow-
« cd : And that the faid Prefidents and Councils, within
« their fevera] Limits and Precincts, fhould have full Power
<s and Authority, to hear and determine concerning the
* 6 faid Offences, in Manner and Form following ; viz. by
*< a Jury of twelve honeft and indifferent Perfons, returned
< £ by proper Officers, and fworn upon the Evangelifts,
<c who mould, according to the Evidence given, upon their

? Oath, and according to the Truth in their Confciences,

f* convict or acquit the feveral Perfons fo accufed, and
*' tried by them : That every Perfon who fhould "volunta-

.
" rily confefs the faid Offences, or fhould ftand mute, and
^ refufe to plead, or make direct Anfwer, fhould be, and
«« be held as fully convicted of the fame, as if he had been
c< found guilty by the Verdicl of the twelve Jurors afore-
U faid : That the faid Prefidents and Councils, or the ma-
«« jor Part of them, within their feveral Precincts and Li-
*' mits, fhould have full Power and Authority, to give
*< Judgment of Death upon every fuch Offender, without
** Benefit of Clergy, except in Cafe of Manflaughter only

:

?< And that no Perfon, fo adjudged or condemned, fhould
<c be reprieved, but by the Confent of the faid Prefident
*' and Council, or the major Part of them ; nor fhould
" receive full Pardon, or be abfolutely difcharged from the
f* faid Offences, but by the Pardon pi the King, his Heirs,
" or Succciibrs, wider the Great Seal of England: And fi-

" nally, that all Perfons, offending as aforefaid, within
«< the Degrees abovemcntioncd, but out of the Precinfla
f« of their own Colony, fhould be tried and puniflied in
'< their proper and rcfpcclivc Colony.
« That the faid Prefidents and Councils, within their

f« feveral Precincts and Limits, fhould have Power and Au-
M thority, to hear and determine all other Wrongs Tref-
p gaffes, ar,i Mifdemcanors whatever ; and on fufficient

t roof upon Oatb, fhould refpectivtly punifh the Offcn-
« dere, either by reafonable corporal Puntfhment and Jm-« prifonment, or ejfe by awarding fuch Damages, or other
f aatisfadion, to the Parties aggrieved, as to them, or the

f* more
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M more Part of them, fliould Teem fit ami convenient : And
" that the faid Prefidents and Councils fhould have Power v-

«* to punifh all Manner of Excefs, through Drunkennefs

or otherwife, and all loitering, idle, and vagrant Per-

*' fons, within their refpe&ive Prcciiicls, according to their

<c belt Difcretions, and with fuch convenient Punifhment,
«' as they, or the mofr Part of them, fhould think fit

:

" That thefe judicial Proceedings fhould be made fumma-
" rily and verbally, without Writing, till they came to the

" Judgment or Sentence, which fhould be briefly rcgiftred

" into a Book, kept for that Purpofe, together with the

" Caufe, for which the laid Judgment or Sentence was
* c given, fubferibed by the faid Prefident and Council, or

" by fuch of them as gave the Judgment.
u That for five Years, next after their landing on the

" Coaft of Virginia, the faid feveral Colonies, and every

" Perfon thereof, fliould trade altogether in one Stock, or in

tc two or three Stocks at moft,and fliould bring all theFruits

I* of their Labours there, with all their Goods and Com"
c< modities from England or elfcwhere, into feveral Maga-
< 4 zincs or Storehoufes, for that Purpofe to be erected, in

" fuch Order, Manner, and Form, as the Councils of the

*' refpe&ive Colonies, or the more Part of them, ihould

«< prefcribe and direct : That thefe fhould be annually cho-
t{ Fen by the Prefident and Council of each Colony, or the

major Part of them, one Perfon. of their Colony, to be

f* Treasurer or Cape-Merchant of the fame, to take Charge
" of, and to manage, all Goods and Wares, brought into,

<{ or delivered out of, the faid Magazines j upon whofe
« Death, voluntary Refignation, or Removal for any jult

*< and reafonable Caufe, it fhould be lawful for the faid

" Prefident and Council, to elect any other, or others, in

< 4 his Room : That there mould alfo be elected, by the

M faid Prefident and Council, two others (or more, if need

«* be ) Perfons of Difcretion ; the one to enter into a Book,
*' kept for that Purpofe, all Goods, Wares, and Merchan-
«' difes, brought into ; and the other, to charge, in a like

** Book, all taken out of the faid Magazines or Storehoufes;

** which Clerks fliould continue in their Places, only at the

W Will of the Prefident and Council of their refpective Co-
« c lony ; And laftly, that every Perfon of each of the faid

I* Colonies, fhould be furnifhed with NecefTaries out of the

l« faid Magazines, for the Space of five Years, by the Ap-
*« pointment, Direction, and Order, of the Prefident and

*« Council of their refpective Colonies, or of the Cape-

« Merchant and two Clerksj or the major Part of them.

« That
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" That the Adventurers of the Firft Colony fliould

""V ' " chufe, out of themfelves, one or more Companies, each

'« confirming of three Perfons at the leaft, to refide in or

< c near London , or at fuch other Place or Places, as the
Ci Council for that Colony, for the time being, or the moft
<c Part of them, during the faid five Years, fhculd think

41 fit : In the fame Manner, that the Adventurers of the

" Second Colon)'" fhould chufe the like Companies, to be

" refident at or near Plhnoulh9 or at fuch one, two, or

«' three other Flaces or Ports, as the Council for that Co-
<* leny fhould think fit : And that thefe minor Companies
** fhculd, from time to time, take Care and Charge of

t( the Trade, and an Account of all the Goods, Wares,
<€ and Merchandifes, that fhould be fent from England to

* £ their refpe&ive Colonics, ?nd brought from the Colonies

<c into England, and of all other Things, relating to the

Affairs and Profits of their federal Companies.
" That no Perfon fhould be admitted to abide or rc-

f* main in the faid Colonics, but fuch as fhould take, not

c< only the ufual Oath of Obedience, but alfo the Oath,

" prefcribed in the laft Seffion of parliament, holden at

" Weftminfter in the fourth Year of his Majefiy's Reign,

f
c for due Obedience to the King, his Heirs, and Succef-

" fors.

" That the Prefidents and Councils of the faid Colo-

f c nies, or the major Part of them, fhould have Power to

t ( conftitute, make, and ordain, from time to time, Laws,
" Ordinances, and Officers, for the better Order, Go-
tc vernment, and Peace of their refpccHve Colonies ;

pro-

P* vided ntverthelefs, that thofc Ordinances and Conftitu-
«' tioris did not touch any Patty in Life or Member : And
" that the faid Laws and Ordinances fhould fiand and con-
f* tinue in full Force, till the fame fliould be otherwife

f* altered or made void by the King, his Heirs, or Suc-
*< Celfofij or by his Majefiy's Council in England for~VtT?
** giniay or by their own Council, there refjdent : Provided
f* always, that the faid Alterations fhould fbnd with, an$l

M be in Subftance cenfonant to, the Laws of England, or
f* the Equity thereof.

" That all Perfons fliould kindly treat the favage and
" heathen People in thofc Parts, and ufe ail proper Mear;s
f* to draw them to the true Service and Knowledge of
M God, and that all juft and charitable Courfes fhould be
" taken with fuch of them, as would conform themfclvc*
f* to any good and fociablc TrafEck, thereby the fooncr to
r< bring them to the Knowledge of God, and the Ohc-
t« dknee of

-

the Ku.g, his Keirs
?
and Succc/fbrs, under fuch

" levtre
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" fevcre Pains and Punifhments, as fhould be inflicted by
" the refpedtive Prefidents and Councils of the feveral Co-
cc lonies.

"That as the faid Colonies fhould, from time to
" time, encreafe in Plantation, the King, his Heirs, and
" Succeflbrs, fhould ordain and give fuch Order, and fur-
" ther Inftrudrions, Laws, Conftitutions, and Ordinances,
" as by them fhould be thought fit and convenient : Pro-
" vided always, that they be fuch as might ftand with, and
** be confonant to the Laws of England, or the Equity
" thereof.

" And laftly, that his Majefly's Council in England
" for Virginia, fhould take fuch Oath, as fhould be limit-
" ed and appointed by the Privy Council ; and each Coun-
«f fellor, refident in the Colonies, fhould take fuch Oath,
" as fhould be prefcribed by the King's Council in England
" for Virginia ; And that thefe, as well as all future Or-
" ders and Inftruclions of the King, his Heirs, or Succef-
" fors, mould be tranfmitted over to the feveral Councils,
" refident in the faid Colonies, under the legal Seal of the
" King's Council in England for Virginia."
These Articles contain feveral Things of an extraor-

dinary Nature ; which Sir John Randolph, in the Sketch,
he has left of the Beginning of his Hiftory of Virginia, pro-
mifed afterwards to animadvert upon. I am no Lawyer,
and therefore fhall not prefume to enter deeply into the
Matter. I fhall only tranfiently remark, that, notwith-
ftanding the frequent Repetition of the Laws of Englandy
and the Equity thereof, his Majefty feems, in fome things,
to have deviated grofly from them. He has certainly made
Sufficient Provifion for his own defpotic Authority ; and
has attributed an extravagant and illegal Power to the Pre-
fidents and Councils. For he has placed the whole Legis-
lative Power folcly in them, without any Representative of
the People, contrary to a noted Maxim of the Englijh
Conftitution ; That all Freemen are to be governed by Laws,
made with their own Confent, either in Pcrfon, or by their

Rcprefentatives. He has alfo appointed Juries only in Cafes
of Life and Death ; and has left all other Points, relating

%o the Liberty and private Property of the SubjecT:, wholly
to the Pleafure and Determination of the Prefidents and
Councils. He has indeed, agreeably to the Dictates of his

own Nature, been exprefs enough with Refpect to Rebel-
lion, Confpiracy, and other Offences immediately againft
the Magiftrate ; but then he has been very fparing in all

pther criminal Matters. For altho' he has made Adultery
jpunifhable with Death, contrary to the Laws of England^

and
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1606. and contrary to a greater, the Law of the Gofpel, in the
V—•^-r^ noted Determination of our B. Saviour, concerning the

Woman taken in Adultery ; yet he has patted over all the

feveral Species of Robbery, Jkirglary, and Felony, with

other Crimes, capital by the Laws of England, and decla-

red, that none, but thofe there fpecified, Ihould be fubjcft

to the Puniftiment of Death.

However, furnifhed with thefe Powers and Autho-
rities, the Firft or Southern Colony, which ftill retains the

Name of Virginia, was undertaken and begun by feveral

Nobleman, Knights, Gentlemen, Merchants and Citizens,

in and about London ; and they chofe Sir Thomas Smithy

a very eminent and wealthy Merchant of London, their

Treasurer, to have the chief Management of their Affairs,

and to fummon and prefuie in all Meetings of the Council

and Company in England. He had been the chief of Sir

Walter Ralegh's Affignees, and was either now, or foon

after, Governor of the Eajl-India Company ; and had alfo

been fent, two Years before, His Majefty's EmbafTador to

the Emperor of Ri/J/ia. And next, having provided two
Ships and a fmall Bark, they committed the Tranfporta-

tion of the Colony to Captain Chrijlopher Newport , who
was eftccmed a Mariner of Ability and Experience on the

American Coafts. For he had fourteen Year: before, Anno

1592, with much Reputation and Honour, conducted an

Expedition againft the Spaniards in the IVeJl-Indies ; where,
with three Ships and a fmall Bark, he took feveral Prizes,

plundered and burnt fome Towns, and got a confiderable

Booty.

To him therefore, by an Inftrumcnt, bearing Date the

10th of December 1606, under the legal Seal of the Coun-
cil, they gave Power to appoint all Captains, Soldiers, and
Mariners, and to have the fole Charge and Command of
the fame, and of the whole Voyage, from the Date there-

of, till they mould land on the Coaft of Virginia ; and in

Cafe of his Death, the feveral Captains of the Ships and
Bark were ordered and impowered, to proceed and carry
them to the Coaft of Virginia aforefaid. To Captain New-
forty Capt. Bartholomew Gofnold, and Captain John Rat-
cliffe, they alfo delivered feveral Inftruments, clofc fealed
with the Councils Seal, which they, the Survivors, or Sur-.
vivor of them, fhould, within twenty four Hours after-

their Arrival on the Coaft of Virginia, and not before, open
and unfeal, and publifti the Names of the Perfons, therein
fet down, who mould be declared and taken to be his Ma-
jefty's Council for that Colony : That the faid Council
ihould immediately procee^ to the Choice and Nomination
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of a Prefident, who fhould have two Votes in all Matters

of Controverfy and Queftion, where the Voices happened

to be equal ; and fhould have full Power and Authority,

with the Advice of the reft of the Council, or the greater

Part of them, to govern, rule, and command, all the

Captains and Soldiers, with all other Perfons whatfoever of

the faid Colony : And that the Prefident, immediately

upon his Election, fhould, in the Prefence of the Council,

and of twenty others of the principal Adventurers in the

Voyage, to be by the Prefident and Council called thereto,

take his Oath, according to a Form prefcribed, to bear true

Allegiance to the King, and for the Performance of his

Duty in the Place and Office of Prefident ; after which he
fhould adminifter the like Oath to each of the Council par-

ticularly. And finally, Captain Newport was commanded,
with fiich a Number of Men, as fhould be affigned him by
the Prefident and Council, to beftow two Months in the

Search and Difcovery of the Rivers and Ports of the Coun-
try, and to give prefent Order for the lading the two Ships

(the Bark being defigned to remain in the Country) with
fuch principal Commodities and Merchandife, as could there

be had and found, and to return with the faid Ships, full

laden, bringing a particular Account of every thing, by
the Iaff. of May following, if God permit.

To thefe Orders the Council added other Infrructions,

by way of Advice, concerning their ftric"f. Obfervation of
the above-mentioned Ordinances by the King's Majefty,

delivered to them under the Privy Seal ; concerning the

Choice of a Place, and the Manner of feating themfelves

;

the neceflary Orders and Methods of Difcovery ; their

Caution before, and Behaviour towards, the Natives ; with
various other Counfels and Directions for the better con-
ducting themfelves and the Enterprife. And as the Council
in England were ever follicitous and intent on the Difcovery
of the South-Sea^ as the certain and infallible Way to im-
menfe Riches, they were commanded, if they happened to

difcovcr divers navigable Rivers, and among them any, that

had two main Branches, if the Difference was not great,

to make Choice of that, which tended moft towards the

North-Weft ; fince the other Sea, as they judged, would
be fooneft found that Way. And they were to difcover, if

they could, whether the River, on which they feated, fprung

out of the Mountains or out of Lakes. For if it rofe from
any Lake, it was likely, that the Paffagc to the ether Sea

would be the more eafy, and that out of the fame Lake
they, might find fome outer Stream, running the contrary

Way, towards the Eajl-India, or Scyth-Sea, And they
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concluded laflly and chiefly, that the Way to profper and
" obtain Succefs was to make themfelves all of" one Mind, for

their own and their Country's Good, and to ferve and fear

God, the Giver of all Goodnefs, lincc every Plantation,

which he did not plant, would certainly be rooted out.

All thefe Orders and Inftructions being put into a

Box, they fet Sail from Blackwall the 19th of December

1606 ; but were kept fix Weeks on the Coaft of England

by contrary Winds. Even then they neglected the Coun-
cil's la ft falutary Advice, concerning Unity and Concord

among themfelves. . For they began to fall into fuch Fac-

tions and Difcords, as would have ruined the whole Voyage,

had not Mr. Hunt, their Preacher, by his prudent Con-
duct and pious Exhortations, allayed their Fury and Dif-

fenfion. That good Man, altho' he was fo lick and weak
the whole Time, that few expected his Recovery, and had

the additional Aggravation of being the principal Object of

their Malice and Reproach, yet bore all with the utmcft

Meeknefs and Patience. And he never betrayed the leaft

feeming Deiire to leave the JBufinefs, altho' his Habitation

was but twenty Miles from the Downs, but preferred the

Service of God and his Country, in fo good a Voyage, be-

fore all other private Refpects or Ccnfid orations whatfo-

ever.

As focn as they got clear of the Coaft of England, they

took the old Rout by the Canaries, where they watered.

Here their Quarrels and Dilienfions grew fo high, that

Captain Smith was feized and committed ciofe Prifoner. It

was fuggedcd by Mr. Wingfield and fome others of the chief

among them, who envied his. Repute and Intereft with the

Company, that he intended to murder the Council, ufurp
the Government, and make himfelfKing of Virginia; and
this, they pretended, would be attefted and proved againft

him by feveral of his Confederates, who were difperfed in

all the three Ships. Upon thefe fcandalcus Suggestions, he
was fufpe&ed, and kept in clofe Confinement thirteen
Weeks. From the Canaries they went to the WcjUIndics',
where having traded with the' Natives, and ftaid three
Weeks to refrefh themfelves, they fteered away Northward,
in Search of Virginia, The Mariners had pa/Ted their
Reckoning three Days, and yet found no Land ; which 16
diflieartened the Company, that Captain Ranlife, Com-
mander of the Bark, was urgent to bare «p the Helm, and
return for England. But a violent Storm, obliging thera
to hull it all Night under their bare Poles, drove them pro-
videntially, beyond all their Expectations, to their defired
Port. For the next p3$ being the ztih ei April j 6oy,

they
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they made a Coaft, which none of them had ever feen.

The firft Land, they defcried, they called Cape-Henry, in

Honour to the Prince of Wales ; as the Northern Cape,

was named Cape-Charles, after the Duke of York, King

James's fecond Son at that time, and afterwards King

Charles I, of England. Thirty Men went afhore on Cape-

Henry, to recreate and refrefh themfelves ; but vhey were

fuddenly aftaulted by five Savages, who wounded two of

them very dans;eroufly.

Within thefe Ornes they found a Country, which,

according to their own Defcription, might claim the Pre-

rogative over the moft pleafant Places in the known World*

for large and maieftic navigable Rivers, tor beautiful

Mountains, Hills, Plains, Vallies, Rivulets, and Brooks,

eurelino- down, and running moft pleafantly into a fair Bay,

encSmpafied on all Sides, except at the Mouth, with fruit-

ful and delightfome Land. In the Bay and Rivers were

many Mands, both great and fmall, fome woody,. others

plain, but moft of them low and uninhabited. So that

Heaven and Earth feemed never to have agreed better, to

frame a Pkce for Man's commodious and delightful Habi-

tation, were it fully cultivated and inhabited by induftrious

People. , .

The Night of their Arrival, the Box was opened, and

the Orders for Government read. In them Edvjard-Maria

lVin*field, Bartholomew Gofnold, John Smith, Cbrijiopher

Newport, John Ratclife, John Martin, and George Ken-

dall, were appointed of the Council. They were employ-

ed, till the 13th of May, in feeking a Place for their Set-

tlement ; and then they refolved on a Pemnfula, on the

North Side of the River Powhatan, about forty Miles from

the Mouth. After which, Mr. IVingficld was chofen Pre- £,W.
fident, the Council fworn, and an Oration made, why Ma»a

Captain Smith was not admitted of the Council, as the
PrefideBS,

reft. But befides thefe Gentlemen and Mr. Hunt, their

Chaplain, there came over another Pcrfon of very great

Diftindion and Quality. This was the Honourable Mr.

George Percy, of the ancient Family of the Perries fo re-

nowned in Story, and Brother to the Earl of Northumber-

land. Neither did his A&ions here difgrace the Nooility of

his Birth. For he juftly obtained the Reputation of being

a Gentleman of great Honour, Courage, and Induftry.

He fcems to have come merely a Volunteer upon the Ex-

pedition, and bore no Poft or Office of Government

;

which might perhaps have proceeded from the Cloud, un-

der which his Brother, the Earl of Northumberland, then

lay. For on kmc Mm Surn:ifcs, and upon Account ot
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1607. Mr. Percy, his Kinfman, who was concerned in that Trea-
*—v— fon, the Earl was fufpected to have been privy to the
Edward- Gun-powder Plot ; and was therefore thrown into the

mUgjitld Tower, where he lay above twelve Years, was fined thirty

Jfrefident. thoufand Pounds Sterling in the Star-Chamber, and under-

went much hard Ufage. And befides Mr. Percy, there

were Anthony Gofnold, Captain Gabriel Archer, Nathaniel

Powcl, Kellam Throgmorton, William Smithes, Richard

Frith, and divers others of Note in this firft Plantation.

And Mr. Thomas Studley was elected the firft Cape-Mer-

chant, or Treafurer, of the Colony.

Having pitched upon a Place to fettle, they called it

James-Town, in Honour of his Majefty then reigning, and

every Man fell to work. The Council contrive the f ort

;

and of the reft, fome cut down and clear away the Trees,

to make a Place to pitch their Tents j fome get Clapboard,

to relade the Ships ; whilft others were employed in making

Gardens and Nets, and providing other Neceflaries and

Conveniences. The Indians often vifited them kindly,

which was a great Satisfaction to them. For the Prefident's

Jealoufy would admit of no Exercife at Arms, nor any

other Fortification, but the Boughs of Trees call together

in the Form of a half Moon, by the extraordinary Pains

and Diligence of Captain Kendall. And foon after New-

fort and Smith, with twenty others, were fent to difcover

the Head of the River Powhatan, which, from King James,

was afterwards called James River. They pafled by divers

fmall Habitations ; and in fix Days arrived at a Town,
called Powhatan, confifting of about twelve Houfes, plea-

fantly feated on a Hill, on the North Side of the River,

with three fertile Ifles before it. This Place I judge to be

either Mrs. Mayors, or elfe Marring*s Plantation ; and it

was the principal Seat, by Inheritance, of Powhatan, Em-
peror of the Country. To this Place they found the River

navigable ; but within a Mile higher, by reafon of the

Rocks and Ifles, there was no Paflage for a fmall Boat ; and
this they called the Falls. They were kindly treated by
the People in all Parts ; but being returned to Jatnes-Town,
they found feventeen Men hurt, and a Boy flain, by the
Indians \ and had not a Crofs-bar Shot from the Ships hap-
pened to ftrike a Bough from a Tree among them, which
frighted, and made them retire, the En^UJh had been all

cut off, being fecurely at Work, and their Arms in dry
Fats. After this the Prefident permitted the Fort to be pa-
ltfadoed, the Ordinance to be mounted, and the Men to
be armed and exercifed. For many and fudden were the
Aflaultsand Ambufcades of the Indians ; and the EngUJh
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by their diforderly ftraggling, were often hurt, whilfl they, 1607.
by the Nimblenefs of their Heels, tfcaped. '

v y i

Alt ho' Captain Newport was named of the Council, Edward-
yet was he only hired for their Tranfportation, and was to

M
/

ria

return with the Ships. The time of his Departure ap- StSm
proaching, Captain Smith's Enemies pretended, out of
Tcnclernefs and Compaflion to him, to refer him to the
Council in England, to receive a Reprimand, rather than
by pufhing on their Accufation, to endanger his Life, or
utterly deftroy his Reputation. But he, being a Man of
high Spirit, and confeious of his Innocency, itemed their
Charity, and defied their Malice ; and behaved himfelf in
the whole Affair with fuch Clearness and Prudence, that
aH the Company perceived his Integrity, and their Envy and
Injuftice. Infilling therefore upon his Trial, the Perfons,
fuborned to accufe him, accufed their Suborners ; and al-
tho' many Falfhoods were alledged againfl him, yet were
they all fo plainly difproved, that it r:iifed a general Refent-
ment in the Hearts of the Audience againft fuch unjuffc
Commanders, and the Prefident was condemned to pay
him two hundred Pounds, in Reparation of the Injury.
In Confequcnce hereof, all the Prefident's Effeas were
feized in Part of Satisfadion ; but Smith gencroufly pre-
fented them to the publick Store for the Ufe of the Colony.
Soon after their Heats and Animofities were appeafed by
the good Doctrine and Exhortations of Mr. Hunt, who
procured Captain Smith to be admitted of the Council ; and
the next Day, they all received the Communion, in Con-
firmation of their Peace and Concord. The Day after,
being the 15th of June, the Indians voluntarily fued for
Peace, and Captain Neivport fet Sail for England, leaving
an hundred Perfons behind him in Virginia.
The Colony, being now left to their Fortunes, fell into

fuch a violent Sicknefs, that within ten Days fcarce ten a-
mong them could cither go or ftand. This was chiefly
owing to the Difference of their Diet. For whilft the
Ships ftaid, either by Way of TrafHck, or for Money, or
Love, they got a daily Proportion of Bifcuit and other Pro-
vifions from the Sailers, who always abounded even to
Luxury and Profufion. But now they were all reduced to
the common Kettle ; which contained the Allowance of
half a Pint of Wheat, and as much Barley, boiled with
Water, for a Man a Day. And this, hav ing funked for
fix and twenty Weeks in the Ship's Hold, contained no-
thing fubftantial, being only Bran, with as many Worms
as^ Grains. The Council in England, but efpecially Sir

<fh;nuii Smith
3 their Treafurer, were juftly charged with

much
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1607. much Cruelty and Inhumanity for thefe fcanty and 31-

—v—
' conditioned Provifion3 ; which Management however con-

Edivard- tinued, more or lei's, the whole time of that Gentleman's

fKr'zficld.
Adminiftration of the Affairs of the Company and Colony.

Prefident. This unwholefome Food, together with their continual

Toil and Labour in the Extremity of the Heat, carried off

fifty of the Company by September ; in which Number was

Captain Gofnold, the firft Mover and Projector of the Whole

Buiinefs. The reft, that furvived by the Care of Captain

Smithy and the Skill and Diligence of Mr. Thomas IVotton,

their Surgeon-General, fubiifted on Crabs and Sturgeon,

till September.

But the Prefident, all this while, had felt neither Want
nor Sicknefs. For he had embezzled the public Oatmeal,

Sack, Aqua-vitce^ Beef, and Eggs, and had lived in great

Plenty and Elegance. Soon after, having projected an

Efcape to England in the Bark, it raifed fuch Indignation

in the reft, that they depofed him, and elected Captain

Jrhn Rat- J°hn Ratdiffe in his Room. Kendall was likewife at the

tliffe Preii- fame time difgraced, and removed from the Council, for

*eBt« being concerned in thefe male Practices of the Prefident.

And now, when all their Provifions were fpent, the Stur-

geon gone, and no Profpect of Relief from any Quarter

left, God wrought fo wonderful a Change in the Hearts of

the Indians, that they brought fuch Plenty of their Fruits

and Provifions, as no Man wanted.

Newport was gone, Gofnold dead, and IVingfeld and

Kendall in Difgraee ; neither were their Places fupplied by

the Election of any others, according to the Authority

given. So that the whole Government and Power of the

Council now refted in the new Prefident, Martin, and

Smith. But the Prefident and Martin, being little efteemed

or beloved, of weak Judgment in Dangers, and lefs In-

duftry in Peace, at firft very candidly and wifely permitted

every thing to Smith's Management, who was peculiarly

fitted for conducting fuch an Enterprife, by a good Judg-
ment, undaunted Courage, and an invincible Induftry and
Refolution. He immediately fet about the building of

James-Tozvn ; and by good Words, fair Promifes, and his

own Example (himfelf always bearing the greateft Share
of the Labour and Fatigue) he pufhed on the Work with
fuch Vigor and Diligence, that he had, in a fhort time,
provided moft of them with Lodgings, neglecting any for

himfelf. After which, finding the Autumn Superfluity of
the Savages begin to decreafe, he refolved to fcarch the
Country for Trade. The Want of the Language and %
fufEcient Power, with Cloathing for his Men and other
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NecefTaries, were infinite Impediments to this Defign, but 1607.

no Difcouragement to his bold and adventurous Spirit. v—v—

'

For with five or fix more, he went down the River, in a 7- ^tdiff»

Shallop, to Kicqustan ; where at firft they fcorned them, as
PlifldenU

poor famifhed Creatures, and would offer, in Dcrifion, a
Handful of Corn, or a Piece of Bread, for their Swords,
Mufkets, or Cloaths. But Smith, finding, that nothing
was to be had by Trade and Courtefy, ventured to exceed
his Commifiion, and entered upon fuch Meafurcs, as Ne-
ceflity and the Exigency of his Cafe required. And there-

fore, having difcharged his Mufkets among them, he ran
his Boat afhore ; at which- the Indians all fled into the

Woods. Then marching up to their Houfes, they faw
great Heaps of Corn. But Smith with much ado reftrained

his hungry Soldiers from immediately feizing it ; e£pe£b*ngg

the Savages would return to afTault them, as it foon after"

happened. For lixty or feventy of them, fome painted bhek,
fome red, fome white, and fome party-coloured, ifiued out of
the Woods, finging and dancing, and making a moft hide-

ous Noife, with their Okee borne before them. This was)

an Idol, made of Skins, fluffed with Mofs, and all painted

and hung with Chains and Copper. For there was no
Place in Virginia found fo barbarous and void of Humani-
ty, in which they had not a Religion, Deer, Bows, and
Arrows. In this Savage Manner, being armed with Clubs,
Targets, Bows, and Arrows, they charged the Englijlj^

who received them fo warmly with a fecond Volley of
Mufkets, loaded with Piftol Shot, that down fell their God,
and feveral of them lay fprawling on the Ground. The
reft fled again into the Woods, and foon after fent one of
their Priefts, to redeem their God and offer Peace. Smith
told him, if only fix would come unarmed, and load his

Boat with Corn, he would not only reftorc their Okee, but
would be their Friend, and give them Beads, Copper, and
Hatchets befides. Which was agreed to, and performed ta
the Satisfaction of both Parties. And then they brought
him Veriifon, Turkies, Wildfowl, Bread, and whatever
elfe they had, finging and dancing in Sign of Friendfhip,

till he departed. And in his Return up the River, he dif-

Covered the Town and Country of IVarrafqueake.

After his Return to James-Town, he made feveral

Journies by Land, and difcovered the People of Chickabo~

ftiiny. In one of thefe, JVitigfietd and Kendall, feeing

all things at random in Smith's Abfence, and the Com-
pany's Scorn of the Prefident's Wcaknefs and Afartin's

tfiCvcr-mending Sickncfs, took Advantage of the Occafion

flfid CPffibiwd With the Sailers and gthvrsy to regain their
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T607. former Authority, or at leaft to feize the Bark, which
*

—

v—* Smith had fitted for a trading Voyage, and in her to efcape

y. Ratdiffe and go for England. But Smith, returning unexpectedly,'

deficient. wjtn much Difficulty prevented their Defign. For he was

obliged to turn the Cannon of the Fort upon them, and fa

force them to ftay or fink in the River ; which Action coft

the Life of Captain Kendall. And not long after, their

yiew Prefident Ratdiffe arid Captain Gabriel Archer intended

to abandon the Country ; but their Project was likewife

j-eftrained and fuppreffed by Smith. The Spaniards was ne-

ver more greedy of Gold, than he was of Provifions ; nei-

ther did the reft defire more eagerly to abandon the Coun-

try, than he to keep it. And therefore, having found

Plenty of Corn up the River Chickahominy, he went a tra-

ding Voyage thither, and was received by hundreds of In*

dians, who flood in divers Places with Bafkets, expecting

his Coming. And now the Winter likewife coming on,

the Rivers were fo covered with Swans, Geefe, andDucks^

that they daily feafied with good Bread, Virginia Peafe*

Pumpions, and Paffimmons, and with Fifh, Fowl, and di-

vers Sorts of wild Beafts, as fat as they could well eat

them. So that none of their humourfome and tuftaffety

Sparks (as Smith calls them) were any longer difcontented,

or deiirous to go to England.

Bu t Captain Smith's Activity and Induftry, in difco-

vering the Country, and providing for the Colony, could

not fcreen him from the vain Exceptions and Murmurs of

many Idlers at 'James-Town. He was cenfured by fome$

and even taxed by the Council, of being too remifs and

negligent in difcovering the Head of Chickahominy River.

And therefore foon after, with much Labour in cutting

away Trees and clearing a Paffage, he went up as far, as

his Barge could pafs. And then leaving her in a broad

Bay, beyond the Reach of the Indians Shot, he himfelf,

with two Englijh more, and two Indians, proceeded higher

up in a Canoe,- When he left the Barge, he ordered, that

none fhould go afhore, till his Return* But he was not
long gone, before his diforderly and ungovernable Crew
difobeyed this Command, and thereby gave the Indians an
Opportunity of furprifing one George Cajfen ; and indeed
narrowly efcaped being all cut off to a Man. For Ope*
chancancugh, Brother to Powhatan, and King of Pamunkey4
a fubtle and favage Barbarian, was there with three hundred
Bowmen. And after having extorted from Cajfen, which
Way his Captain was gone, he put him to Death fn a moft
cruel and barbarous Manner, and tfiefl went in Purfuit of
Bmitbt
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Captain Smith had got up twenty Miles higher, a- t6o7 .

mong the Swamps and Marfhes at the Head of the River ;
v—v—

*

and leaving the Canoe to the Care of Robin/on and Emry, 7- Ratditf*

his two Men, he himfelf was gone to kill fome Provifions.
Prefldeiu «

Opechancanough firft happened on the two Men, afleep, as
it was fuppofed, by the Fire ; and (hooting them full of Ar-
rows, flew them. And then they traced the Captain

; who,
finding himfelf befet, bound an Indian, whom he had for
his Guide, to his Arm for a Buckler, and received their
Attack fo fmartly with his Fire-Arms, that he foon laid
three dead upon the Spot, and fo wounded and galled divers
others, that none of them cared to approach him. He
himfelf received a flight Wound in the Thigh, and had
many Arrows (ticking in his Cloaths, but without any great
Hurt. Having the Indians thus at bay, he endeavoured to
lheer off to his Canoe ; but regarding them, as he went,
more than his Way, he fuddenly flipped up to his Middle
into an oozy Creek. Altho' he was thus hampered; yet none
of them durfl: come near him, till,- being almoft dead with
Cold, he threw away his Arms and furrendered,

, Then
drawing him out, they carried him to the Fire, where his
Men were flain, and carefully chafed his benumbed Limbs.
For this Winter, 1607, was extremely cold in Virginiay
as it was likewife remarkable for an extraordinary Froft iij

iiurope.

When Smith was a little recovered, he afked for their
Captain, and being fhewed Opechancanough, he prcfented
him with a round Ivory double compafs Dial. They won-
dered greatly at the playing of the Fly and Needle, which
they could fee fo plainly, and yet not touch, becaufe of the
Glafs, that covered them. But when he explained by it

the Roundnefs of the Earth, the Skies, the Sphere of the
Sun, Moon, and Stars, with other furprifing and unheard
of Doctrines to them, they all ffood amazed. Yet within
an Hour after, they tied him to a Tree, and drew up in
Order to (hoot him. But the King holding up the Com-
pafs in his Hand, they all laid down their Arms at once.
And then, with much Triumph, and in manial Order,
they conducted him to Orapakcs, which was a hunting;
Town and Seat, lying on the upper Part of Chickaho?niny

Swamp, on the North Side, belonging to, and much fre-

quented by Powhatan and the Imperial Family, on Account
of the Abundance of Game, it afforded. In their March^
they drew themfelvcs all up in File ; and Opechancanough, be-
ing in the Midft, had the Englijh Swords and Mufkets
carried before him. Captain Smith came next, led by three

$reat Savages, holding him faff, by each Arm } and on either
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Side went fix in File, with their Arrows notched. When
*—v

—

* they arrived at the Town, theWomen and Children flood
J. Ratdife ftaririg at a human Creature, fo unlike whatever they had

,u "nt
' before feen ; and the Soldiers, that had taken him, per-

formed their military Exercife, throwing themfelves with

great Dexterity into their Wat-Dance, with ftrange Dif-

tortions and antic Poltures, finging and yelling out*fright-

ful and inharmonious Notes and Screeches. But they treated

Smith here very kindly, and feafted him with that Forma-

lity arid Abundance, that he fufpe&ed, they intended to

fatten and to eat him. In the midft of thtfe melancholy

Thoughts and Surmifes, one of them, in Return for feme

"Beads and Toys, which Smith had given him at his firft

Arrival, brought him his Gown ; which was of Angular

Service to him, and a very' feafonable Defence againft the

exceffive Ccldnt fs of the Seafon.

But whihl his Mind was thus taken up with imaginary

Deaths, he had like to have met a real one. For a Man
came violently upon Him, and would have flain him for

the Death of his Son, had he not been prevented by his

Guard. Whether this was one of thofe, that were wound-
ed, when Smith was taken Prifoner, or whether he was

dying a natural Death, which they, through Ignorance

and Superftition, attributed to fome Sorcery in Smith, is

jiot eafy to be determined. However, they carried him
to recover the poor Man, breathing out his laft. Smith

told them, he had a Water at James-Town, that would do

it, if they would let him fetch it. But they had more Senfe

than to permit that, or to truft him out of their Hands.
They were now making the greateft Preparations they

Could, to aflault 'James-Town. To this End they defired

Smith's Advice and Affiftance ; and, as a Reward, promifed
him Life, Liberty, Land, and Women. But he reprefent-

cd to them the extreme Danger and Difficulty of the At-
tempt ; and defcribed the Springing of Mines, great Guns,
and other warlike Engines, in fuch a Manner, as exceed-
ingly frighted and amazed them. And then he perfuaded
fome of them to go to James-Town, under Pretence of
fetching fome Toys ; and in Part of a Table-Book, he in-
formed them at the Fort, what was intended, and directed
them, how to behave and affright the Meffengers, and with-
out fad, to fend him fuch Things, as he wrote for. Within
three Days, the MelTengers returned, through* as bitter
Weather as could be, for Froft and Snow ; and were great-
ly aftonimed themfelves, as well as all that heard k how
Smth could divine, or the Paper fpeak. For all thind
weredelivefed tftem, and had happened K jQmi-Tovjn* ac-
jBwrdin^ m he foretold, \ s^
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All Thoughts of an Attack upon James-Town being 1607.

therefore laid afide, they led Smith in Show and Triumph v""-"'

about the Country. And firft they carried him to thofe, J. Ratcliffc

that dwelt on Youghtatiund, or as it is now called, Patnun- Prefident -

key River. For the main River, which is fince named York

River, was then called Pamunkey \ altho' the Country of

Pamunkey, over which Opechancanough was King, lay in

the Fork of the River, and his chief Seat was nearly, where
the Pamunkey Town now is. From the Youghtanunds they

led him to the Mattaponies, the Piankatanks, the Nantaugh-
tacunds, on Rappahanock, and the Nominies, on Patowmack
River. And having patted him over all thofe Rivers, they

brought him back, through feveral other Nations, to 0-
pechancanough's Habitation at Pamunkey

;
where, with fright-

ful Howlings, and many ftrange and hellifh Ceremonies,

they conjured him three Days, to know, as they told him,

whether he intended them well or ill. After this, they

brought him a Bag of Gunpowder, which they judged to

be a Grain, fpringing out of the Earth, as other Grains

did ; and therefore they carefully preferved it, intending to

plant it the next Spring, as they did their Corn. And then

he was invited, and feafted, in a fumptuous Manner, by
Opitchapan, fecond Brother to Powhatan, and next Heir to

all his Dominions. But here, as in all other Places, none
of them would touch a Morfel with him ; altho' they

would feaft very merrily upon what he left. At laft they

conducted him to JVerowocomoco, where Powhatan, the

Emperor, was. IVerowocomoco lay on the North Side of

York River, in Glocejier County, nearly oppofite to the

Mouth of Queen's Creek, and about twenty five Miles be-

low the Fork of the River. It was at that Time Pow-
hatan's principal Place of Refidence ; altho' afterwards, not

admiring the near Neighbourhood of the Englijh, he retired

to Orapakes.

Powhatan himfelf was a tall, well-proportioned Man, of

a four Afpe£t, and of a very ftrong and hardy Conftitution

of Body. His proper Name was Wahunfonacock ; and he

had that of Powhatan, from the Town fo called, near the

Falls of James River, which was the chief Seat and Metro-
polis of his hereditary Dominions ; and he feems to have

removed to Werowocomoco for Conveniency, after he had

extended his Conquefts far North. For his hereditary

Countries were only Powhatan, Arrohattock, about twelve

Miles lower down, which hath fince been corrupted to

Haddihaddocks, Appamatock, Youghtanund, Pamunkey, and

Mattapony ; to which may be added, Werowocomoco, and

Kijiiack, or as it hath fince been called, Cheefecake, be-

E 2 tween
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tween Williamfburg and York. All the reft were his Con-
quefts ; and they were bounded on the South by James Ri-

PrefidenP
VCr

'
W

'

lt^ a^ 'tS branches, ^rom tne Mouth to the Falls,

and fo acrofs the Country, nearly as high as the Falls of

all the great Ri vers, over Patowmack even to Patuxen in

Maryland. And fome Nations alfo on the Eajlem Shore,

owned Subjection to him. Thefe Dominions deicended,

not to his Sons or Children, but firft to his Brothers,

whereof he had three, Opitcbapan, Opechancanough, and

Catataugh ; and then to his Sifters, according to their Se-

niority ; and after them to the Heirs male or female of the

eldeft Sifter, and fo of the reft, but never to the Heirs of

the Males.

H e lived in great barbaric State and Magnificence.

He ufually had about his Perfon forty or fifty of the talleft

Men, his Country afforded ; which Guard was, after this

time, encreafed to two hundred, on Account of the En-

glifi. Every Night, upon the four Corners of his Houfe

were placed four Sentinels, each a flight Shot from the

other ; and every half Hour, one from the main Guard

hollowed, fhaking his Finger between his Lips, and every

Sentinel was obliged to anfwer from his Stand. If any failed,

an Officer was immediately fent, who beat him extremely.

At all his ancient Inheritances, he had Houfes, fome of

them thirty or forty Yards long ; and at every Houfe, Pro-

vifion for his Entertainment, according to the Seafon. He

kept as many Women, as he pleafed ; and when he laid

down, one fat at his Head, and another at his Feet ; but

when he was up, one fat on his right Hand, and another

on his left. And as he was weary of them, he bellowed

them on fuch of his Servants, as had moft pleafed him, or

beft deferved them at his Hands.
Altho' both himfelf and People were very barbarous,

and void of all Letters and Civility, yet was there fuch a

Government among them, that the Magiftrates for good

Command, and the People for due Subjection, excelled

many Places, that would be counted very civil. He had

under him above thirty inferior Kings or Werowances, who
had Power of Life and Death, but were bound to govern
according to the Cuftoms of their Country. However, his

Will was, in all Cafes, their fupreme Law, and muft be
obeyed. They all knew their feveral Lands, Habitations,
and Limits to fifh, fowl, or hunt in. But they held all of
their great Werowance, Powhatan ; to whom they paid
Tribute of Skins,^ Beads, Copper, Pearl, Deer, Turkies,
wild Beafts, and Corn. All his Subjects reverenced him
not only as a King, but as half a God ; and it was curious

to
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to behold, with what Fear and Adoration they obeyed him.
For at his Feet they prefentcd whatever he commanded

;

and a Frown of his Brow would make their greateft Spiiics
tremble. And indeed it was no Wonder ; for he was very
terrible and tyrannous in punifliing fuch, as offended him,
With Variety of Cruelty and the moll exquifite Torture.When Smith was prefented to him, he was about fixty
Years of Age, fomething hoary, and of a favage Majefty
and Grandeur. He fat before a Fire, upon a wooden
Throne, like a Bedftead, cloathed with a great Robe of
Racoon Skins, and with a Coronet of Feathers about his
Head. On either Hand, fat a young Wench, of about fix-
teen or eighteen Years of Age ; and along each Side of the
Houfe, a Row of Men, and behind them, as many Wo-
men, painted and adorned in, their beft Manner. When
Smith entered, all the People gave a Shout ; and the Queer*
of Jppamatox was appointed to bring him Water to wafh
his Hands, and another brought a Bunch of Feathers, in-
ftead of a Towel, to dry them. After that, having feafted
him in their beft Manner, a long Confutation was held j
at the Conclufion of which, two great Stones were brought
before Powhatan, and Smith was dragged to them, and his
Head laid thereon, in order to have hisBrains beat out with
Clubs. But Pocahontas, the King's darling Daughter,
when no Entreaty could prevail, got his Head into her
Arms, and laid her own upon it, to fave his Life. Where*
upon Powhatan was perfuaded to let him live, to make
himfelf Hatchets, and her Bells, Beads, and Copper. For
the King himfelf would make his own Robes, Shoes, Bows,
Arrows, and Pots ; and would hunt, plant, and do every
thing elfe, like the reft ; and therefore they thought him
of all Occupations, as well as themfelves. And bcfides this
fbrprifing Tendernefs and Affection of Pocahontas, who was
at that Time about tv/elve or thirteen Years of Age, Cap-
tain Smith received many Services from Nantaquaus, the
Emperor's Son. He was a Youth of the comelicft and moft
manly Perfon, and of the higheft Spirit and Courage, of
any in the Court of Poivhatan ; and he embraced Smith's
Intereft with much Warmth and Heartinefs, and did him-
jnany Acis of Friend/hip and KinJi^fs.
Two Days after, Powhatan, having difguifed himfelf

}n the moft frightful Maa.ier, he could, caufed Captain
Smith to be carr-ed to a great Houfe in the Wood?, and
there to be left alone or. a Mat by the Fire., Not long after*
from behind a Mat, which divided the Houfe, was made
the moft doleful Noife, he had ever heard j. and thes Poiu-.
kiton^ w;tJi about tWO Hundred rn.ore> as frightful js him-,

£ 4 f&
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1607. felf, came to him, and told him, they were now Friend?,,

V-v—'and he'fliould immediately go to James-Town, to

J. Ratclije ênci i-,im two great Guns and a Grindftone ; for which he
frefident. ^ouid gwe him the Country of Capahowfuk, and ever after

eftoLm him, as his Son Nantaquaus. Captain Smith put

little Confidence in his Words, and expected every

Minute, even till he got to James-Tiwn, to be put to one

Kind of Death or other. But Powhatan fent him off

immediately, with twelve Guides; and having ^lodged

that Night in the Woods, he arrived the next Morning

iearly at the Fort.
L

" And thus Captain Smith, after feven Weeks Captivity,

Returned to James-Town, with the Advantage of being much
improved in the Knowledge of the Country and their Lan-

guage. He ufed his Guides with the utmoft Kindnefs ; and

ihewed Raivhunt, Powhatan's trufty Servant, two Demi-
"Culverms and a Mill-ftone, to carry to their Mafter. Their

* Weight was fufficient to deter them from the Attempt

;

fcut'when they faw him difcharge them, loaded with Stones,

among the Boughs of a great Tree, hung with Icicles, the

Terror of the Report, and the Ratling of the Boughs and

Ice, fo frighted the poor Savages, that they ran away, half

f!ead with Fear. But having regained fome Conference

•with them, he gave them fuch Toys for themfelves, and

fent Powhatan, his Women, and Children, fuch Prefents,,

as gave a general Satisfaction.

'At James-Town every thing was in Confulion, and the

Itrongeft were preparing once more to run away with the

Bark.' But Smith, with the Hazard of his Life, forced her

the third time, to flay or fink in the River. And the next

t)ay, feveral combined with the Prefident, to put him to

I)eath by the Levitical Law, for the Lives of Rcbinfon and

E7nry, whom, they faid, he had led to their End, and

"*vas confequently the Author of their Death. But he quick-

ly took fuch Order with thofe Lawyers, that he laid thera

by the^rletls, till he fent fome of them Prifoners to England,

And then, by his Relation of the Plenty, he had feen a-

iriong the Natives,' efpecially at TP erowocomoco, and of the

State ^nd Bounty of Pozvhatan, ' till then unknown, he very

mUctl appeafed 'their Fours, and revived their dead Spirits..

And Pocahontas, with her Attendants, ever once in four or.

five Days,, brought him fo much Provifion, as faved the

Z/ives of many, who muft otherwife have" perifhed with
plunger.' Sevcriil others alfo of the Natives repaired daily,

^o the Fort, "with fuch Froyifions, as fufficiently ferved

^hefn from ' Hand to* Mouth. Part they always brought
Smithy as Prefents from their Kings, or Pocahontas ; and he>
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as their Market-Clerk, fet the Price upon the reft. So j6o7-

jnuch had he aftonifhed and enchanted thofe poor Souls,
v—v"-"^

whilft their Prifoner, that they efteemed him, as a Demi-
God, and were ready, at his Beck, to do, whatever he

r
" •

commanded. And the God, who created all things, they

knew, he adored as his God, and would, in their Dif-

courfe, call him the God of Captain Smith.

And this their high Opinion was much increafed by the

Arrival of Captain Newport, whom Smith, among them,

palled his Father, nearly about the time, that he had fore-

told. For the Treafurer and Council in England fent two
Ships, the latter End of this Year, with a Supply of Pro-

visions, and an hundred and twenty Men. Thefe came,

well furnifhed with all things, that could be imagined ne-

ceffary, as Captain Smith tells us. But however, we muft

always make fomc Allowance in his Account of thefe things.

For he was a very ereat Friend to Sir Thomas Smith ; and

we mail fee hereafter, from feveral authentic Papers, but

efpecially from a Reprefentation of our General Aflembly,

among the Records in the Capitol, that that Officer was
moft fcandaloufly negligent, if not corrupt, particularly in

this Matter of Supplies. One of thefe Ships was com-
manded by Captain Newport, the other by Captain Francis

Nelfon, an honeft Man and expert Mariner. But fuch

was the Lewardnefs of his Ship, that altho' he was within

Sight of Cape Henry, yet by contrary Winds and ftormy

Weather, he was driven off the Coaft, and forced to the

Weft-Indies, to repair his Marts, and to get a Recruit of

Wood and Water. But before this, the Prefident and
Council fo much envied Smith'sEfteem among the Natives,

altho' they all equally participated of the good Effects of

it, that to raife their Credit and Authority above his, they

would give them four times as much for their Commodities,

as he had appointed. And now, out of Joy for the Ar-
rival of this firft Supply, and to gratify the Mariners, they

gave them free Liberty to trade, as they pleafed. Jo tha?

in a ftiort time, what was before bought for an Ounce of

Copper, could not be had for a Pound. To which Captain

Newport's profufe Prefents to Powhatan were added, and

gave the finiming Blow to their Trade. They ferved in-

deed to entertain and keep up the high Idea of Newport's

{jreatnefs, which Smith had raifed in Powhatan, and mads
Jlim very defirous to fee him.

Accordingly the Bark was prepared, and a greafj

Coil there was at jfames-Town to fet him off. Captain

Smith and Mr. Matthew Scrivener, a difcreet and under-

ftattcling Gentleman wewlj ajxiyed aad admitted of the

Council?
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1607. Council, attended him with a Guard of thirty or forty

?—v

—

* chofen Men. When they came to Weroxvocomoco, New-

J. Ratdiffe
port began to entertain many Fears and Sufpicions of 1 rea-

Ficadcnc.
cher^ But Smith^ with twenty Men, undertook to en-

counter the worft, that could happen ; and going aftiore,

was kindly conducted by two or three hundred Indians to

the Town. Powhatan ftrained himfelf, upon this Occafi-

on, to the utmoft of his Greatnefs to entertain them, with

great Shouts of Joy, Orations, and Proteftations, and with

the moft fumptuous and - plentiful Banquet, he could pro-

vide. He fat on a Bed of Mats, with a Pillow of Leather

embroidered with Pearl and white Beads ; and was cloathed

in a Robe of Skins, as large as an Irijh Mantle. At his

Head and Feet, fat a handfome young Woman ; and on

each Side the Houfe, twenty of his Concubines, with thdr

Heads and Shoulders paimed red, and a great Chain of white

Jteads about each of their Necks. Before them, fat his

chief Men, in the like Order ; and above forty Platters of

fine Bread ftood in two Files, on each Side of the Door.

Four or five hundred People attended, as a Guard ; and

Proclamation was made, that none, upon Pain of Death,

fhould prefumc to do the EngUJh any Wrong or Difcour-

tefy. And thus did Smith and he fpend the Day, in a kind

Renewal of their former Acquaintance, and in feafting,

and feeing them dance and fing, and play their other Feats

of Humour and A&ivity. And that Night, the EngUJh,

yrere quartered and lodged by Povjhatan.

The next Morning, Newport came amore, and they

fpent three or four Days more in feafting, and dancing, and

trading. In all which time, Powhatan behaved himfelf with

fuch Loftinefs and State, and yet with fo much Difcretion,

that they could not forbear admiring his natural Parts and

Underftanding. Scorning to trade, as his Subjects did, he,

told Newporty that he efteemed him a great IVerowance^

as well as himfelf ; that it was not agreeable to their Dig-,

nity to trade, in that pedling Manner, for Trifles ; and;

that therefore, if he would lay down all his Commoditiea

together, he would chufe, what he liked, and give him

their Value. Smith, who was their Interpreter, and knew?

Po%vbatans Difpofition, told the Company, his Intent was

enly to cheat them. But Newport, thinking to out-brave

this ftately Barbarian in Orientation and Greatnefs, and by
ini$ Bounty to obtain from him, whatever he pleafed, ac-»

Cepted the Condition, And then Powhatan, having taken

what he liked, valued his Corn at fuch a Rate, that they

fcad not four Bufhels, for what they expected twenty Hogf*

Jieads. This bred toe Dilate between, {lie two Bngtijk
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Captains. But Smith

j (mothering his Diflike before the 1607.

Savages, glanced feveral Trifles in the Eyes of Powhatan, v—v—

*

who foon fixed his Fancy on fome blue Beads. He was a J- ^-otciifo

long time importunate to have them j but Smith valued
1>rcfideaU

them fo much the higher, and told him, they were com-
pofed of a rare Subftance of the Colour of the Skies, and
were not to be worn by any, but the greateft Kings in the

World. This made him the more eager and mad for them j

fo that, for a Pound or two of blue Beads, he drew from
him two or three hundred Bufhels of Corn, and yet parted

in good Friendfhip. Upon this Voyage Newport gave
Powhatan a Boy, named Thomas Savage, whom he called

his Son ; and Powhatan gave him Namontach, a Servant of

his, of a fhrewd and fubtle Capacity.

From Werowocomoco they went to Pamwihy, where
they were feafted in like Manner by Qpechancanough*

Smith fitted him alfo, at the fame Rates, with blue Beads j

which, by this Means, grew into fuch Eftimation, that ribne

durft wear them, but their great Kings, or their Wives and
Children. At length weighing from thence, they returned

to 'James-Town ; where this new Supply of Corn being

Jodged with the reft, their Store-houfe was by fome Acci-

dent fired, and fo the Town, which, being thatched with;

Reeds, burnt with that Fiercenefs and Violence, as foon

confumed their wooden Fortifications, with their Arms,
Apparel, and Bedding, and much private Goods and Pro-
vifion. The good Mr. Hunt loft all his Library, with every

thing elfe, that he had, except the Cloaths on his Back ;
yet no one ever heard him murmur or repine at it.

Notwithstanding this unfortunate Accident, i&sfc,'

they had yet a tolerable Stock of Oatmeal, Meal, and Corn,
had not the Ship loitered fourteen Weeks in the Country,

when fhe might as well have been gone in fourteen Days.
For they thereby helped to confume a great Part of the

Colony's Store, and near all the Provifions, fent to be land-

ed. When they departed, they left them, what little they

thought proper to fpare ; which they were glad to receive,

and make up an Account, highly commending their Care
ind Providence, left they ftiould difcourage the Council at

home from fending any more. Yet thofe Perfons, wha
had either Money, fpare Cloaths, Credit for Bills of Ex-
Change, Gold Rings, Furs, or any fuch valuable Commo-
dities, were always welcome to this floating Tavern. Such
was their Neceflity and Misfortune, to be under the Laft*

of thofe vile Commanders, and to buy their own Provifions

at fifteen times the Value ; fufFering them to feaft at their

Hharge3 whilft themfelyes were obliged to fair, and, yet
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dare not repine, left they fhould incur the Cenfure of -being

factious and feditious Perfons. By thefe Means and Ma-

jftefidcnt'"^
mgement> the Colony was rather burthened than relieved,

•
™ ' by the vaft Charge of this Shir^i and being reduced to Meal

and Water, and expofed, by the Lofs of their Town, to

the moft bitter Cold and Froft, above half of them died.

Smith indeed and Scrivener endeavoured to correct all A-
fcufes, and to put things into a better Pofture ; but they

could do nothing to Effect, being overpowered by the Pre-

fident and his Party, who had long before this laid afide

their Deference to Smith's Judgment and Management.
About this time alfo, there fprung up a very trouble-

fome Sect of Gold-finders, which was headed by Captain

Martin, and warmly embraced by Newport. There was
no Thought, no Difcourfe, no Hope, and no Work, but

to dig Gold, wafh Gold, refine Gold, and load Gold. And
notwithstanding Captain Smith's warm and judicious Re-
prefentations, how abfurd it was, to neglect other things of

immediate Ufe and Neceffity, to load fuch a drunken Ship

with guilded Duff \
yet was he over-ruled, and her Re-

turns made in a Parcel of glittering Dirt, which is found

in various Parts of the Country, and which they very

fanguinely concluded to be Gold-Dull:. And in her they

fent home Mr. Wingfield and Captain Archer, to fpek lbme
better Place of Employment in England. For they had
affumed many empty Titles of Offices here, as Admirals,

Recorders, Chronologers, Juftices of the Peace and of the

Courts of Pica, with other fuch idle and infignificant Pre-

tenfions.

A n d now Martin and the Prefident, carrying all things,

as they pleafed, by their Faction, lived in great Splendor

"by the Sale of the Store's Commodities, as if they had beerv

their proper and hereditary Revenue. And the Spring ap-

proaching. Captain Smith and Mr. Scrivener prepared Fieldfr

for Corn, and applied themfelves to rebuild James-Town^
and repair the Church, Store-houfe, and Fortifications*

But whilft they were all bufily engaged at their feveral La*
©ours, Captain Nelfon, who had been driven off the Coaft,
as was before faid, and as they all thpught, loft, unex-
pectedly arrived, to their great Joy. He had been ver*
careful and provident, and had fed his Company on whs \
lie got at the Wejl-India Iflands ; fo that the Provifions,;

he now landed, joined to their former Store, were fuflicien*:

to fupport them half a Year, according to their prefenfi
Allowance, He himfclf alfo freely imparted, whatever hfl
had ; and by his fair and generous Behaviour, he sot tha
Good-word and Love of the whole Colony, And the Prg/
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fident, to fend fome good News by this Ship, ordered

Captain Smith, with fixty able Men, to difcovcr the Coun-
try of the Monacan, or as they were afterwards called, the .7- R*tclif

Manakin Indians ; a Nation above the Falls of James-
PreflJcht"

River, not fubje<5t, to Powhatan, but profeil Enemies to

him and his Dominions. For that ftrange Blood-thirftinefs,-

and, as it were, judicial Infatuation, of waning againft

and exterminating each other, which at prefent infefts our
Indians, and has been the Caufe of the utter Extirpation of

moft of the Nations on this Continent, was even then root-

ed in their Nature, and may be obferved in the oldefl Ac-
countSj that we have of them. However as it was the

Time of planting Corn, and this Ship was to be difpatched,

Captain Smith thought thofe and other things more urgent

at that time, and therefore deferred the Diicovery, till he
could perform it with lefs Charge and more Leifure.

When Newport left the Country, Powhatan prefented

him with twenty Turkies, and in return demanded twenty
Swords, which were immediately fent him. Afterwards

he prefented Captain Smith with the like Number ; but

having no Swords in Return, he was highly offended, and
ordered his People to take them by Stratagem or Force*

So that they became infufFerably troublefome and infolent,

would furprife the Englijh at their Work, and feife their

Swords at the very Ports of 'James-Town. The Prefident

and Martin, who now bore the Sway, would keep their

Houfes, or do any thing, rather than tranfgrefs a ftri<St Com-
mand from England, not to offend them. But at length

they happened to meddle with Captain Smith, who gave
them a rough Encounter, hunted them up and doWn the

Ifland, and feifed feven, whom he whipped and imprifon-

ed. By this and other fmart Proceedings, he brought them
to Submiffion ; and they unanimoufly confefTed, that they

a£ted by Powhatan's Direction, in order to get Swords from
the Englijh, to cut their own Throats ; and they likewife -

<lifcovered, how, where, and when, this Defign was to be
put in Execution ; all which was confirmed by many con- '

current Circumftances. But Powhatan, finding, that thing9

went not according to his Defire and Intent, fent Pocahon-

tas with Prefents, to excufe himfelf for the Injuries done by
fome of his ungovernable Captains ; and he defired their

Liberty for this time, with AfTurances of his Love and
Friendihip for ever. And Smith having given them a pro-

per Correction, delivered them to Pocahontas ; for whofe
Sake alone he pretended to fave their Lives, and give them
their Liberty* Thus* without the Death of one Man, he

feib'AUied theur toftfkn.ee, aud brought them, ung fuch per-
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fed Fear and Obedience, that his very Name was fufficient

to fright them ; whereas before they had fometimes Peace

J. Ratcliffe andWar twice in a Day, and feldom a Week pafTed without
9ie&iait

' fome Treachery or Ambufcade. But the peaceable Coun-

cil were highly offended at thefe Proceedings, and expoftu-

iated warmly with him for his Rafhnefs and Cruelty. .

There had, been a Difpute between Martin and Smithy

whether this Ship fhould be laded with Cedar or Dirt.

But her Freight being concluded to be Cedar, me was, by

the Diligence of her Captain and Smith, quickly difpatched.

In her Captain Martini being always fickly and unfervice-

able, and having his Head full of the idle Whimfy of a

Gold Mine, was raoft willingly admitted to return to En-

gland. In thefe two Ships, befides Mr. Scrivener, came

Walter RuJJcl, Doctor of Phyfick, Richard Fetherjlone, and

fome others of Note: And whilft Nelfon and Smith were

Engaged in loading the Ship, Mr. Scrivener was neither idle

nor flow in carrying on the Works of James-Town. But

the Prefident's Prodigality and State went fo deep, and was

fo fenfibly felt in their fmall Store, that he and Smith were

obliged to bind him and his Parafites to the Rules of Pro-

portion.

O N the fecond of June Captain Nelfon fell down the

Sliver, and was accompanied to the Capes by Smith, who,'

in an open Boat of about three Tons Burthen, together

with Dr. Rujfel and thirteen more, was going to difcover

ithefapeake Bay: Parting with the Ship at Cape Henry,

they flood over to thofe Iflands, which were then called,

after him their firfl: Difcoverer, Smith's IJlands. The firft

People, they faw, were two grim and flout Indians on

Cape Charles^ with long Poles, like Javelins, headed with

Bone. They fternly demanded, what they were, and

what they wanted j but grew afterwards more kind, and

directed them to Accomack, the Habitation of their Wera-

ivance. This King treated them very kindly, and was the

comlieft, moft proper, and civil Indian, they had met with.

They fpoke the Language of Powhatan, and at that time

lay under the Misfortune of a ftrange Mortality, which

they attributed to a Miracle;
,

Paffing on from thence, they

£oafted it along, and fearched every Inlet and Bay, that

feemtd proper for Harbours or Habitations ; and many
Harbours they found for fmall Veffels, but none fit to re-

ceive large Ship?. Then fpying many Iflands out in the

Bay, they bore up for them ; but before they could reach

J-hem, there rofe fucrr a Guft of Thunder, Lightning,'

Wind, and Rain,- that. With great Difficulty they efcaped

kti&g fou&dered. Thefe lilands they named Ru£el's IJlands*

after
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after Dr. Rujfel ; and they are the fame with thofe, now
called Tanger IJlands. Being in Want of Water, and find- v—v"""""^

ing none in thefe Iflands, they were obliged to follow the 7- &*tel&
next Eaftern Channel, which brought them into the River

PrefldenU

Wighcocomoco, which is the River now called Pokomoke*

The Northern Point, at the Mouth, they called IVatkins's

Pointy and a Hill, on the South of Pokomcke Bay, Keel's*

Hill, after two of the Company. Running up the River,
the Natives at firft threatened, with great Fury, to aflault

them ; but at laft became very tractable and kind. They
dug in feveral Places, and fearched their Habitations, yet

Could get but little Water, and that mere Puddle. Yet
fuch was their Diftrefs two Days after, that they would
have refufed a Quart full of Gold for a Pint of that Pud-
dle.

Departing from thence, they found on a high Point

of Land, which they called Point Ployer, a Pond of frefti

Water, but fo exceedingly hot, that they fuppofed it to be
fome Bath. Then ftanding over to fome other Iflands^

there arofe fuch another Thunder-Guft, that their Maffc

and Sail was blown overboard, and fuch mighty Waves
over-racked their Boat, that they could fcarce, with much
Labour in bailing out the Water, keep her from finking.

Two Days they ftaid among thefe Iflands, and becaufe of

the Gufts and Storms, that then happened, they called the

Place Limbo ; but they are the fame, which have fince been,

named TVats's I/lands. Having repaired the Lofs of their

Sail with their Shirts, they ftood over again to the Eafterrt

Shore, and fell in with a pretty convenient River, then

called Cufcarawock. This is, what is laid down in our pre-

fent Charts by the Name of IVighcocomoco, by whatever

Accident that Name hath fhifted, in Procefs of Time, from
Pokomoke River to this. Here the Natives oppofed then*

Very furioufly ; but leaving fome Toys in their Huts, they

brought fome of them over at laft, to be very fond and
obliging. On this River lived the Nations of Sarapinagh*

Jfaufe, Arfeck, and Nantaquack, who were the beft Mer-
chants, and greateft Traders of all the Indians of this

Country. They had the fineft Furs, and made large

Quantities of the beft Roanoke ; which was a Sort of white

Bead, that occafioned as much DilTenfion among thefe

Barbarians, as Gold and Silver among Chriftians. They
told the Englijh of^ and highly extolled, a great Nation*

tailed the Majfaivomecks ; in Search of whom they return-

ed again, by Limbo, into the Bay. And finding the Coaft

of the Eaftern Shore, nothing but mallow, broken Ifles,

$ftd for the m& Fart Without freih Wat£r> they &ood away
J

fro*
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1608. from thence acrofs the Bay, bearing a little upwards, and
v—

-v

—

* fell in on the Weftern Side, above the Mouth of Patuxeti

y Rattiiffe RiV2r, again!1 ibme high dirts, which they called Ru card's
wtcUdtnt.

f
.

rom hence thgy failed thirty League3 ^^.hei'

Northward, without finding any Inhabitants. The Coaft

was all along well watered, but very mountainous and bar-

ten, except the Valliesj which were rich and fertile-, but

extremely thick wooded, and therefore abounded inWolves,

Bears, Deer, and other wild Beafts: They pafTed by many
Coves and fmall Streams: The firft they found navigable

for a Ship, they called Bolus River, becaufe the Clay, in!

many Places under the Clifts, grew up in fed and white

Knobs, like Gum out of Trees, and they concluded it to

be Bole Armeniac and Terra Sigillata. This River, by it's

Situation and Bearings, muft be the fame with Patapfco irj

Maryland.

And now Captain Smith's Crew, who at firft feared no-

thing fo much as his too hafty Return, began to be very

much foiled and fatigued. They had laid twelve or four-

teen Days in that open Boat, were often tired at the Oars,

and their Bread was fpoiled and rotten with the Rain , fd

that they were very importunate with him to return. But

fie reminded them of the memorable Refibliition of Sir

Ralph Lane's Company, in the Difcovery of the River Mo~
ratuc, who infifted on his going forward, as long as thej

had a Dog left, which, being boiled with SafTafras Leaves,

would afford them a rich Repaft in their Return. And hs
told them, what a Shame it would be, to oblige him to

return, with fo much Provifiorv, as they then had, when
they could fcarce fay, where they had been, or give any Ac-
count of what they were fent to difcover : That they could

not deny, but he had fhared with them, in the worft of

what was paft ; and he was willing, to take to himfelf the

worft Part of what was to come : That it was not likely,

any thing worfe fhould befal them, than what had already

happened ; and that to return was as dangerous, as to pro-

ceed. He therefore advifed them, to refume their loft

Courage ; for he was determined not to defift, till he had
feen the Maffawomecks, found Patowmack, or traced the

Head of the Bay. But after this, they were detained by the

Wind and Weather three Days ; which added fuch a Dif
Couragement, that three or four fell fick, whofe Diflatif

faction and piteous Complaints at laft prevailed with him
to return.

On the 1 6th of June, they fell in with the Mouth oi

jPaiowmack. Their Fears being now gone, and Men reco-

yered* they all agreed tg Uke feme Pains ia the Difcovsry

«
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of that feven-mile broad River. For altho' Smith had been

carried over it in his Captivity, yet he knew it not again by *—v /

the Mouth. For thirty Miles they found no Inhabitants ; %J^
telifi

but afterwards were conducted, by two Savages, up a little
1 ca

*

bayed Creek, towards Nominy, where they difcovered the

Woods laid with Ambufcades, to the Number of three or

four Thoufand Indians, ftrangely grimmed and difguifcd,

and making a horrible fhouting and yelling. They made
many Bravadoes, and Smith prepared, with as great feem-

ing Willingnefs, to encounter them. But commanding
fome Mufkets to be difcharged on Purpofe, the grazing of

the Bullets on the Water, together with the Report and

Eccho of the Woods, fo frighted and amazed them, that

they threw down their Arms, and became very kind and
hearty Friends. They owned, they were commanded to

betray that Party of EngliJJ), by the Direction of Paw-*

hatan, who was defired fo to do, by fome difcontented

Perfons at ^James-Town, becaufe Captain Smith obliged them
to ftay in the Country againft their Will. They afterwards

went up the River, as high as they could with their Boat

;

and were received in fome Places kindly, and in others in a

hoftile Manner. Up a fmall River, then called Quiyoughy

which I take to be Patowmack Creek, was a Mine like

Antimony. In this the Indians dug, and warning away the

Drofs in a clear Brook, which ran by, they put up the Re-
mainder in little Bags, and fold it all over the Country, to

deck their Bodies, Faces, and Idols ; which made them
look like Blackamores, dulled over with Silver. Newport

had carried fome of thefe Bags home, and aflured them,

that they were found, upon Trial, to contain half Silver.

Being therefore very eager after this Mine, they obtained

Guides from Japaxaws, King of Patowmack, who lived at

the Mouth of that little River," and went up to it ; but all,

they got, proved of no Value. Towards the Falls of Pa-
towmack, they met feveral Parties of Indians in Canoes,

loaded with the Flefh of Bears, Deer, and other wild

Beafts, which they generoufly imparted to them ; and in

divers Places, they faw that Abundance of Fifh, lying with

their Heads above Water, that their Barge driving among
them, for Want of a Net, they attempted to catch them

with a frying Pan. But they found that a bad Inftrument

to catch Fifhi

From Patowmack they fet Sail for Rappahanock, or as

it was by many called, Toppahanock River ; where the Cap*

tain intended to vifit his Captivity-Acquaintance. But their?

jBoac, by Reafon of the Lownefs of the Tide, ran aground

en fome Shoals, at the Mouth of that River, where they,

F fpied
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1608. fpied many Fifti, lurking in the Sedge. The Captain diverted

—v

—

* himfelf by nailing them to the Ground with his Sword ; and

J. Ratdiffe the reft betaking themfelves to the fame Sport, they took more
Prefident.

jn an Hour, than they could eat in a Day. But Captain

Smithy taking from his Sword a Fifh, like a Thornback,

with a long Tail, in the Midft of which was a poifoned

Sting, of two or three Inches Length, bearded like a Saw

on each Side, (he ftruck her Sting into his Wrift an Inch

and a half. No Blood or Wound was feen, but only a lit-

tle blue Spot ;
yet fuch was the Extremity of Pain, and his

Hand, Arm, and Shoulder, were fo fwoln in four Hours

Time, that they all, with much Sorrow, expected his

Death, and prepared his Grave in an Ifland by, as he him-

felf directed. But it pleafed God, by the Application of an

Oil, which Dr. Rujfel had with him, his Torment was fo

cafed and affwaged before Night, that to the great Joy of

the Company, he eat of the Fifh for his Supper. And in

Memory of this Accident, they called the Hie Stingray If-

land, alter the Name of the Fiih.

Their Provificns being near fpent, and being alfo de-

terred by this Misfortune, they fet Sail immediately for

James-Town ; and parting by the Mouths of Piankatank and

ramunkcy Rivers, they arrived the next Day at Kicquotan.

From thence they proceeded up to IVarrajqueake ; where

trimming their Barge with painted Streamers, and other fuch

Devices, they were taken for a Spanijh Frigot at James~

Town, where they arrived the 21ft of July. There they

found the laft Supply of Men all fick ; and of the reft, fome

lame, fome bruifed, and all in a Tumult and Uproar againft

the unreafonable Pride and Cruelty of the Prefident, whom
they would as ftrangely have tormented with Revenge, had

it not been for this feafonable Arrival of the Difcovery

Barge. He had riotoufly confumed the Store, and had
greatly harrafTed and fatigued the People, in building an
unneceflary Houfe of Pleafure for himfelf in the Woods.
But their Fury was much appeafed, by the good News of

this Difcovery, and by the Hopes, from fome miftaken In-
terpretation of the Savage's Account, that our Bay reached
to the South-Sea, or fomewhere near it ; but above all, by
the depofing Ratdiffe, and Captain Smith's taking the Go-
vernment upon himfelf.

«*.M Smith
^mitl} ^ub ftituted his good Friend Mr. Scrivener, who

Prefident. then lay exceeding ill of a Calenture, in the Prefidency

;

Ma:. Sen- anfj having fettled all things to his own, and the People's

p'Sent"'
Satisfaction, he ftaid but three Days at James-Town. For

' the 24th of July, he fet forward, with twelve Men, to fi-

Xiifh the Difcovery of the Bay, They were detained two;

or
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or three Days at Kicquotan, by contrary Winds, where 1608

they were kindly entertained and feafted by the King, and *v*

in Diverfion fired feveral Rockets, which greatly terrified
JJ£ $

and aftonifhed the poor Savages* From thence they an- pufident

chored, the firft Night, at Stingray Ifland ; and the next

Day, crofling the Mouth of Patowmack, they hafted to

the River Bolus. A little beyond that, they found the Bay

divided into four Streams, all which they fearched, as far

as they could fail. Two of them they found inhabited, the

Rivers Sufquefahanocks and Tockwogh, fince called Safafras

River. In crofling the Bay, they met feven or eight Ca-

noes, full of Majfawomecks, a great and powerful Nation

of Indians inhabiting upon fome of the Lakes of Canada^

and the Original perhaps of thofe, at prefent known by the

Name of the Senecas or Six Nations. They were at that

Time profeft Enemies, and a great Terror, to the Nations

dwelling on the upper Part of our Bay, and had then been

at War with the Tockwoghs. After mutual Threats of Af-

fault between them and the Englijh, they Were at laft in-

duced to go on board the Barge j and by interchangeable

Prefents becoming good Friends, they departed without

farther Intercourfe or Converfatiom

The next Day, entering the Rivet Tdckwogh^ they Were

invironed with a Fleet of Canoes, full of armed Men. But

coming to a Parley, and the Tockwoghs feeing the Majfa-

tvomeck Arms, which they had prefented to the Englijh the

Day before, and which the Englijh made them believe,

they had taken in War, they were foon reconciled, and

conducted them to their Towm It was pallifadoed round,

mantled with the Barks of Trees, had Scaffolds, like

Mounts, and was breafted very formally- The Men, Wo-
men, and Children did their utmoft to exprefs their Affec-

tion ; and welcomed them with Songs, Dances, Fruits,

and Furs, and with whatever elfe they had. Here they

faw many Hatchets, Knives, and Pieces of Iron and Brafs,

Which, they told them, they had from the Sufquefahanocks,

a mighty Nation, dwelling on the chief of the four Bran-

ches at the Head of the Bay, two Days Journey above the

Falls of that River. They prevailed with two Tockwoghs

to go and invite fome of the Sufquefahanocks to them. In

three or four Days, fixty of thofe gigantic People came

down, with Prefents of various Kinds ; and the Wind being

two high for their Canoes, five of their chief Werowances

came boldly on board the Englijh Barge, and croffed the

Bay to Tockwogh. I

This Nation of the Sufquefahanocks could mutter a-

Jbout fix Iwdred fighting Men, and lived in pallifadoed

F a Townsj
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i6o3. Towns, to defend themfelves againft the Majfowomecks,
Vi-*v
—

' their mortal Enemies. They were very large, well-pro-

Mat. Scri- portioned Men, and appeared like Giants to the Englijh

ftefident"" anc* ot^er n̂^am > Yet ^eme<̂ °f an honeft and fimple Dif-

pofition, and were fcarcely retrained from adoring the En-

glijh, as Gods. And their Language and Attire Were very

fuitable to their Stature and Appearance. For their Lan-

guage founded deep, and folemn, and hollow, like a Voice

in a Vault. Their Attire was the Skins of Bears and

Wolves, fo cut, that the Man's Head went through the

Neck, and the Ears of the Bear were fattened on his Shoul-

ders, while the Nofe and Teeth hung dangling down upon

his Breaft. Behind was another Bear's Face fplit, with a

Paw hanging at the Nofe. And their Sleeves, coming down

to their Elbows, were the Necks of Bears, with their Arms

going through the Mouth, and Paws hanging to the Nofes.

One had the Head of a- Wolf, hanging to a Chain, for a

Jewel ; and his Tobacco Pipe Was three Quarters of a Yard

long, carved with a Bird, a Deer, and other Devices at

the great End ; which Was fufficient to beat out a Man's

Brains. They meafured the Calf of the largeft Man's Leg,

and found it three Quarters of a Yard about, and all the

reft of his Limbs were in Proportion ; fo that he feemed

the ftatlieft and moft goodly Perfonage, fhey had ever be-

held. His Arrows were five Quarters long, headed with

the Splinters of a white chryftal-like Stone, in Form of 2

Heart, an Inch broad, and an Inch and half, or more, long.

Thefe he carried at his Back, in a Wolf's Skin for his Qui-

ver, with his Bow in one Hand, and his Club in the other.

The Manner of the Englijh was daily to have Prayers

with a Pfalm ; at which Solemnity thofe poor Barbarians

wondered greatly. Prayers being done, the Sufquefahanocks

held a Confultation ; and then began in a very paflionate

Manner to hold up their Hands to the Sun* with a moft

frightful Song. Then embracing Captain Smith, they be-

gan to adore him in like Manner. He rebuked them for

it j but they pernfted, till their Song was finifhed. After

which, with a ftrange furious Action, and a difmal Voice,
they began an Oration of their Love ; which ended, they

covered him with a large painted Bear's Skin. One ftood

ready with a great Chain of white Beads, weighing fix or

feven Pounds, which he hung about his Neck. The others
had eighteen Mantles, made of divers Sorts of Skins fewed
together; all which, with many other Baubles, they laid at

tils Feet, ftroaking their Hands about his Neck, for his Cre-
ation to be their Governor and Protector. They promifed
him Aids gf Men and Vi&uaJb

3 and even offered all, that

thejf
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fhey had, if he would fray with them, to defend and re- i 6°8-

venge them on the Majjawomecks. But he was obliged to

leave them at TocAwogb, very forrowful for his Departure j
Matt^

yet promifed to vifit them again the next Year. They p^f^t
knew nothing of Powhatan and his Territories, but the

Name ; and they inforrned the Englijh, that their Hatchets

and other Commodities came originally from the French of

Canada.

Having fearched all the Rivers and Inlets, worth
Note, they parted down the Bay, naming all the remark-

able Head-lands and Places after fome of the Company or

their Friends. On the River Patuxen they found the Peo-

ple tractable and civil above all others. They, as well as

the Patowmacks, were very urgent with Smith to revenge

them on the Majfawomecks, which he promifed to do, but

was afterwards croffed in his Purpofe, For depending upon
the Afliftance and Provifions of thofe two Nations, and of

the Sujqucfabanocks, he was very willing to hazard his Per-r

fon in the Expedition ; and therefore, after his Return, he

petitioned the Council for forty Men, to effect fuch a Con-
queft and Difcovery. But the Council, envying his In-

dultry and Succefs, and deterred perhaps alfo by the Diffi-

culty of the Undertaking, refufed to rifque the Lives of fa

many Men, in fo long and fo dangerous an Enterprife.

In the Difcovery of Rappabanock River, they were
kindly received and entertained by the People of Moraugh-
tacund. Here they met with an old Friend and Acquain-

tance, one Mofco^ a lufty Indian of IVighcocomoco on the

River Patowmack. They fuppofed him fome Frenchman's

Son, becaufe, he had a thick, black, bufhy Beard, and the

Indians feldom have any at all. And he was not a little

proud of this, and to fee fb many of his Countrymen. He
was very officious and ufeful to the Englijh ; and advifed

them, by all Means not to pafs over to the Rappahanocks
9

who would certainly kill them for being Friends with the

Moraughiacunds, who had lately ftolen three of their

King's Women, But thinking, he only faid this to fecure

their Trade to his Friends, they croffed the River to the

Rappahanocks. There, under Pretence of Tr?.de, they were

invited up Rappahanock Creek, where they had laid an Am-
ibufh ; and after a fmart Skirmifh, in which many Indians

Were (lain and wounded, the Englijh came off Victors with-

out the leaft Hurt. Having driven them up into the Woods,
they ieized three or four Canoes, full of Commodities,

which, with fome Arrows, they had gathered up, they

prefented to Mofco for his Kindnefs. And he, on his Part,

received them in, the rnoft; triumphant Manner, and in the

F 3 tefl
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1 60S. beft martial Order under Arms, that he could procure of
4—v—

' the Moraughtacunds.

i£?Vk£ Th£ y fpent the reft of the Day in fitting up their

PrefidentT" ^oat w^n a Breaft-work of Maffawomcck Targets, which

they had received from them, as Prefents, at the Head of

the Bay, and which had been of fingular Ufe in the Battle

with the Rappahanocks. They were made of fmall Twigs,

woven together fo firmly with Strings of wild Hemp and

Silk-grafs, that no Arrow could poflibly pierce them. The
next Morning, they fet Sail up the River ; and Mofco fol-

lowed along the Shore, and at taft defired to go with them

in the Boat. As they palled by Pifacack, Matchopeake, and

Mecuppom, three Towns, fituate on the North Side of the

River, on high, white, clay Clifts, with a low Marlh over

againft them, and the River but narrow (the Place, where

the Brijiol Works now are) thirty or forty Rappahanocks

had fo difguifed themfelves with Branches, that they took

them for little Bullies, growing in the Sedge, They faw

their Arrows often ftrike againft the Targets, and drop

into the River ; and at laft Mofco, falling flat on his Face

in the Boat, cried out j The Rappahanocks. They foon per-

ceived them to be the Bufhes in the Sedge, which at the

firft Volley fell down- And when they had pafled about

half a Mile further, they again fhewed themfelves, fmging

and dancing very merrily. But they were kindly treated

by the reft of the Nations to the Falls, and they even ufed

their utmoft Intereft with Mofco, to bring the Englljh to

them. Between Secobeck, on the South, and Majawteck,
on the North Side of the River, there was a (mail Ifland or

two, which made the River broader, than ordinary. Here

Mr, Richard Fetherflmc, one of their Company died ; who,
from his firft coming to the Country, had behaved himfelf ho-

neftly, valiantly, and induftrioufly. They buried him in alittle

Bay, which they then called Fethcrjlone's Bay, with a Volley
of their Arms. But the reft of the laft Supply, who had, on
the Expedition, been miferably fick and harrafled with their

Seafoning, had by this time perfedly recovered their Health.
The next Day, they failed up as high, as their Boat

could go, letting up Croftes, and carving their Names on
the Trees } which they conftantly did at all the higheft
Places, they went to. As they ranged about at the Falls,
the Sentinel faw an Arrow fall by him ; and giving the A-
Jarm, tney perceived about an hundred nimble Indians,
toping from 1 ree to Tree, and letting fly their Arrows as
faft, as they cc,ld But after halfan Hour's Skirmift, theym vanned as fuddenly, as they came. As the Englilh re'
lurned from the Purfuk, they found, an Indian, lying as

dead.
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dead, fhot in the Knee. Mofco, who had been of great

Service in the Battle, was as furious to beat out his'

Brains, as ever Dog was againft a Bear. But protecting ^"'y"^
him from his Rage, and carrying him to the Surgeon, who p^eat,
attended to cure the Captain's Hurt of the Stingray, he

was within an Hour fo far recovered, that he both eat and

fpoke. He was Brother to the King of HaJJininga, one

of the four Nations of the Mannahoch. Thefe were a Peo-

ple, dwelling above theFalls of Rappahanock, Neighbours to,

and in ftricl: Friendfhip and Alliance with the Manakins a-

gainft Powhatan and his Territories. For the Manakins

were not confined to one Place or Town, as is vulgarly

thought, but fpread all that Country, from a fmall Diftance

above the Falls of James River up to the Mountains, in fe-

veral Towns ; and they were the Heads or Chiefs of the

League and Confederacy of the upland and mountain Indians

againft the Power and Tyranny of Powhatan. Thefe

Mcmnahocks, their Neighbours and Allies, lived on fmall

Streams, in a hilly Country, chiefly by hunting ; and were

then come down to filh at Mohajkahod, a fmall hunting

Town, on the North Side of the Falls of Rappahanock, and

the Boundary between them and the Nantqugbtacunds, a

large Nation on the navigable River, below the Falls. The
Englijh afked their Prifoner ;

Why they had endeavoured

to deftroy them, who came to them in Peace, to feek their

Friendfhip. He anfwered, that they heard, the Englijh

were a People, come from under the World, to take their

World from them. Being afked ; how many Worlds, he

knew, he faid, he knew none but that, which was under

the Sky, that covered him, and which confifted of the

Powhatans, the Manakins , and the Majfawomecks. And
he told them, that the laft dwelt on a great Water, had

many Boats, and fo many Men, that they warred on all

the World befides. After many other Queftions concern-

ing the Country, efpecially beyond the great Mountains, to

which he could give no fatisfa&ory Anfwers, they prefented

him with fome Toys, and perfuaded him to go along with

them. But he prefled them much to ftay the coming of

the Mannahock Kings, who, for their good Ufage to him,

Ihould be the' - Friends. And notwithftanding Mofco's eager

Reprefentations to be gone, they refolved to ftay till Night,

preparing themfelves to entertain, whatever mould come.

All this while the King of Hajftninga was feeking the

reft, and held a long Confultation, what to do. When the

Englijh had weighed, and were gone, they followed them

all Night, yelling, and hollowing, and mooting their Arrows,

and would come to r»Q Terms or Difcourfe. But in the

F 4 Mom*
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Morning, being brought to a Parley, Amoroleck, the Prifo-

ner, held a long Difcourfe with them. He told them, how
M<". Scri- good the Englijh were, and how kindly they had ufed him;

Prtfid -nt""
t^at tney ^ ac* a Patowmac^ w ifh them, that loved them as

his Life, and would have flain him, had they not prevented

it j and that he might have his Liberty, if they would be

Friends ; to which he advifed them by all means, fmce to

do them any Hurt was impoffible. Upon this they all hung

their Bows and Quivers upon the Trees ; and one came

fwimming aboard with a Bow tied on his Head, and ano-

ther with a Quiver of Arrows. Having prefented them to

the Captain, lie ufed them very kindly, and told them, that

the other three Kings fhould do the fame, and then the

great King of his World fhould be their Friend. This was

ino fooner demanded, than performed ; and fo going afhore

on a low morafs Point of Land, thofe four Kings came,

and received Amoroleck. And after many mutual Civilities

and Prefents, the Englijh departed, leaving four or five

hundred Mannahocks, finging, and dancing, and making

Joud and barbarous Rejoicings.

I n their Return down the River they vifited all their

Friends, who rejoiced much at their Victory over the Man-

nahocks. By their Intreaty, Captain Smith was induced to

make Peace with the Rappahanocks
; upon Condition, that

they mould prefent him the King's Bow and Arrows, and

not offer to come armed, where he was ; and that they

mould be Friends with the Moraughtacunds, his Friends,

and give their King's Son a Hoftage for the Performance.

Accordingly, the King's of Nantaughtacund and Pifafack

met the Englifl) at the Place, where they firlt fought.

There the King of Rappahanock prefented his Bow and Ar-

rows, and performed all, they demanded, except the de-

livering his Son. For having no other, he faid, he could

not live without him ; and he offered in his Stead, to give

up the three Women, which the Moraughtacunds had

ftolen from him. This was accepted ; and the Women
being brought, Captain Smith prefented each of them with

a Chain of Beads. Then caufing the King of Rappahanock,
cf Moraughtacund, and Mofco to ftand before him, he bid

the King of Rappahanock take her, he loved beft, Mi:
raughtacuncl to chufe next, and to Mofco he gave the third.

And thus was the Peace concluded and celebrated with
feafting,. finging, and dancing. And Mofco, to exprefs his
Love to the Englijh, changed his Name to Uttafantafough,
which fignified in their Language, Stranger, and was the
Name, by which they called the Englijh. And then all
the Indians, promifing to be always theix Friends, and to

plan<
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plant Corn purpofely for them ; and the Englijh, on their

Side, to provide Hatchets, Beads, and Copper for them

;

the} departed, giving them a Volley of their Fire-Arms, ^tt.Sm*

which they returned with as loud Shouts and Cries, as tneir p^de^
'

Strengths could utter.

That Night they anchored in the River Piankatanky

lifcoVered it, as high as it was navigable. But the

pie were gone out to hunting, except a few old Men,
^ men, and Children, that were tending their Corn. Of
thefe they obtained a Promife of Part, when they fhould

fetch it ; as they had likewife done of all the Nations,

where-ever they had been. Going from thence to Point

Comfort, they where in a Bay on the South of the

Mouth of York River, then called Go/void's Bay, furprifed,

in the Night, with fuch a fudden Guft of Thunder and

Rain, that they never expected more to fee 'James-Town*

But difcernihg the L;ind by the Flafhes of Lightening, they

avoided fplitting on the Shore ; till, by the Help of the

fame Light, they found Point Comfort, where they landed,

and refrefhed themfelves the reft of the Night.

Having difcovered fo many Nations at a Diftance7
they thought it highly proper and necefTary to know their

near Neighbours,, the Chefapeakes and Nandfamonds, of

whom they had, as yet, only heard. Therefore fetting Sail

for the Southern Shore, they entered a narrow River, then

called Chefapeakr, but now Elfabeth, on which the Town
of Norfolk (hinds. It had a good Channel, but fome Shoals

about the Entrance. They failed up fix or feven Miles,

and faw two or three little Garden-plots with Houfes, and
the Shores overgrown with the largeft Pines, they had ever

feen in the Country. But neither feeing, nor hearing any
People, and the River being very narrow, they returned

back, and coafted the Shore towards Na/idfamond, which
they found to be chiefly Oyfter-Banks. At the Mouth of

Nandfamond, they fpied fix or feven Indians, making their

Weirs, who presently fled. But the Englijh went afhore,

and threw divers Toys, where they were working, and fo

departed. They were not gone far, before the Indians re*

turned, and began to fing, and dance, and call them back.

One of them came voluntarily into their Boat, and invited

them up the River to his Houfe, which was in a little

Ifland, where (as well as on the main Land againft it) they

faw many and large Corn-fields. He treated them with
great Civility, and they in return, prefented him, his

Wife, and Children, with fuch Toys, as highly pleafed

them. By that time the others being come, invited them
jhigher up the River, under Pretence of going to their

Houfes
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1708. Houfes likewife. But they foon found, that they only fo.

-
v— tended to decoy them up into the Narrows of the River

Mat. Scri- wnere the whole Nations of the Nanfamonds and Cbefateakrt
mcr.er Vice- a v n .1 U • i- r J

• .

frtfident. w^re m Ambuih to receive them. Having difcovered the

Treachery, they made the bell of their Way down into

the Open, amidft the Shot of three or four Hundred Indi-

ans, which they returned from their Muikets with fuch Ef-

fect, that they foon made them glad to take Shelter behind

the Trees. Above an hundred Arrows ftuck in their Breaft-

work of Maffawomeck Targets, and about the Boat, yet

none was hurt. Only Anthony Bagnail, the Surgeon, was

fhot in his Hat, and another in the Sleeve. Having gained

the Open againft the Ifland, they feized on all their Canoes,

and refolved, upon Confultation, to burn every thing on the

Ifland at Night. In the mean while, they began to cut to

Pieces their Canoes ; at the Sight of which the Indians threw

down their Arms, and fued tor Peace ; which the Englijh

granted, on Condition, they would bring their King's Bow
and Arrows, with a Chain of Pearl ; and fhould, when

they came back again, give them four hundred Bafkets of

Corn. Otherwife they threatened, to break all their Ca-

noes, to burn their Houfes and Corn, and to deftroy all,

that they had. To thefe Conditions the Indians moft joy-

fully agreed j and flocking down in great Numbers with

their Bafkets, they foon loaded the Boat with Corn, and

fo parted good Friends.

And thus having viewed and reconnoitred all the Places

on the Bay, one of the fineft perhaps and moft commodious

Countries in the World, which Nature feems to have form-

ed for one noble and complete Dominion, but which is fince

unhappily divided by the large Grant to the Lord Baltimore,

and having pafTed about three thoufand Miles, according to

their own Computation, in that fmall and open Boat, and

in the Midft of many barbarous and favage Nations, they

returned with Joy and Triumph to James-Town, where

they arrived fafe the 7th of September , 1608. There they

found Mr. Scrivener, and feveral others, well recovered

;

fome fick ; many dead ; the late Prefident a Prifoner for

Mutiny ; and the Corn, by Mr. Scrivener's honeft Diligence,

gathered ; but the Provifions in the Store much injured by
the Rain.

But whilft Captain Smith and others were thus induftri-

oufly engaged in making good this Settlement, the Second
or Northern Colony, granted by the Letters patent to the
Town of Plimouth and others, was embraced and under-
taken by feveral Perfons of Fortune and Diftinclion, and
particularly by Sir John Popham, Lord Chief-Jufticc of En*
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gland. He was a Gentlemen of one of the greateft Families l6oJ -

in the Weft of England, but is memorable to all Pofterity

for his infamous Partiality and Injuftice in the Trial of Sir «j£ *£•

Walter Ralegh. However, he was a Perfon, at that Time,
PrefidcnU

of great Power and Intereft, and in high Efteem with ma-

ny for Wifdom and Virtue ; and having procured Men and

Money, he fent Captain George Popham, as Prefident, Cap-

tain Ralegh Gilbert, as Admiral, and many other Gentle-

men in feveral Pofts and Offices, with an hundred Men, to

poflefs and fettle the Country. They fet Sail from Pit-

mouth, the laft of iWtfv, 1607, and fell in with fome Iflands,

then called Monahigan. From thence they proceeded to

the Continent, and fettled upon a very barren and rocky

Coaft, at the Mouth of Svgadahock, a large navigable River,

which muffc be either the River Saco in Neiv-England, or

elfe St. Juan in Acadia. But that Winter was fo extreme-

ly cold and frozen, that they could not range much about,

nor fcarch the Country ; and their Provifion was fo fcanty,

that they were obliged to fend all, except forty five of their

Company back. Captain Popham, their Prefident, died

foon ; and not long after, they were informed by the Ships

that brought them Supplies, of the Death of the two prin-

cipal Promoters and Supporters of the Undertaking, the

Lord Chief-Juftice Popham, and Sir John Gilbert. This

Jaft Gentleman, who was Brother, or perhaps rather Ne-

phew, to the famous Sir Humphry Gilbert, before-men-

tioned, was chofen Prefident of the Council for the Nor-

thern Colony. His Brother, Captain Ralegh Gilbert, Ad-

miral of this Colony, fucceeding to his Eftate, was obliged

to return to England, to enter upon his Inheritance, and

take Care of his Affairs. And the reft alfo, being doubtful

of proper Afliftance and Encouragement, and having no

ProfpecT: in the Country, but of the moft extreme Mifery

and Famine, all returned to England this Year 1608. And
thus was this Plantation begun and ended in one Year ; and

that vail Grant, in which lay large Trails of fine and no-

ble Country, was ftigmatized in the Grofs, and defpifed,

as a cold, barren, mountainous, and rocky Defert.

About this Time alfo, Captain Henry Hudfon difco-

vered Long-IJland, New-York, Hudfon''s River, and the

Parts adjacent. As the EngUJh were bufily employed in

their own Difcoveries and Settlements, he could hope for

but little Advantage from his own Country ; and therefore

he applied himfelf to the States-General of the United Pro-

vinces, and fold this important Difcovery to them. But

this Sale was always excepted againft by the EngUJh, as the

recovery was made by his Majcfty's Commiflion, and the

Sale
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j6oS. Sale paffed without the King's Confent, to whom, of Right,

*

—

v—* all new Lands and Difcoveries belong. However, the Dutch
Mat. Scri- crept in by Degrees, built new Amjierdam, and otherTowns,

.Sdelt.^ ftrongly fortified themfelves, planted, and became a flourifh-

ing Colony.

Doctor Wlntgift, Arch-Bifhop of Canterbury, a Man
of a mild and gentle Difpofition, having died four Years be-

fore this, was fucceeded in that high Preferment by Dr.

Richard Bancroft, a Perfon of a quite different Temper.

He had very high Notions with Relation to the Government

of both Church and State ; and was accordingly a great

Stickler for, and Promoter of, the King's abfolute Power, and

failed not to take all Occafions, to oblige the Puritans to con-

form to the Church of England. This Prelate's Harfhnefs

and Warmth caufed many of that People to take the Refo-

lution this Year of fettling themfelves in Virginia, and fome

were actually come off for that Purpofe. But the Arch-

bifhop finding, that they were preparing in great Numbers

to depart, obtained a Proclamation from the King, forbid-

ding any to go, without his Majefty's exprefs Leave. And

this was the more readily granted, as the Court mortally

hated that Sec~t, and were now afraid, that they would be-

come too numerous and too powerful in Virginia.

TSfr. Smith
In Virginia, on the 10th of September, by the Eleftion of

pSfcnt! the Council, and the Requeft of the Colony, Captain Smith

was inverted with the Government ;
which, till then, he

would by no Means accept, tho' often importuned to it.

And now the building of Ratcliffe's Palace was flopped, and

Works of more immediate Ufe and Neceflity undertaken,

The Church was repaired ; the Store-houfe new covered ;

and a Place made ready for the Reception of the Supplies,

they daily expected from England. The Fort was reduced

into Form ; die Order of the Watch was renewed ; the

Troops trained at each Setting of the Watch ; and the

whole Comp ny every Saturday exercifed, in the Plain to-

wards the Weft, which was prepared for that Purpofe, and

called Smithfield ; where fometimes above an hundred In-

dians would ftand in Amazement, to behold how a File

Would batter a Tree, where the Prefident had made them,

a Mark to fhoot at. And now being the Time of gathering

Corn, and of Plenty among the Indians, the Boats were trim->

med for Trade, and fent out under the Command of Lieute-

nant Percy. But in theirWay, meeting Captain Newport with

the fecond Supply, he brought them back to 'James-Town.
Captain Nevjporf was in reality an empty, idle, in-

terefled Man j very fearful and fufpicious in Times of Dan-
ger and Difficulty 5 but a very great and important Perfon

to
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in his own Talk and Conceit. He had, by the Advantage 160*.

of going to and fro, gained fo much upon the Ear and *

—

Confidence of the Council and Company in England, that John

whatever he propofed, was, for the raoft part, concluded
PrdideIlt»

and refolved on. And upon this Voyage, he obtained a

private Commiflion, not to return without a Lump of Gold,

a Certainty of the South-Sea, or one of the loft Company,

fent out by Sir Walter Ralegh. Befides, he brought ari

cxprefs Command, to difcover the Country of the Mana-
kins, with a Barge, for Conveniency of Carriage, to be

taken into five Pieces, which they were to carry beyond

the Falls, to convey them to the South-Sea. He likewife

brought over a Crown for Powhatan, with Orders for his

Coronation, and Prefents of a Bafon and Ewer, Bed, Bed-

ftead, Cloaths, and other coftly Novelties ; which ftately

Kind of Court had this bad Effect, that it made him value

himfelf too much, and overrate his Favour, which they had

before much better for a plain Piece of Copper. In this

Voyage came over many Perfons of Diftinction ; Captain

Peter Wynne, and Captain Richard Waldo, two old Soldiers

and valiant Gentlemen, both appointed of the Council ; Mr.
Francis Wejl, Brother to the Lord Delawarr ; Ralegh Cro-

/haw, John RuJJel, John Codrington, Daniel Tucker, Mr.
Hunt, Thomas Foreft, and others, to the Number of feven-

ty Perfons. In this Ship likewife arrived Mrs. Forejl, and

Anne Burras, her Maid, the firft Englijhwomen ever in this

Country. And eight Poles and Germans were fent, to make
Pitch, Tar, Glafs, Mills, and Soap-Afhes ; which, when
the Country was replenifhed with People and Neceflaries,

would have done exceedingly well, but in that their infant

State, they were only a Burthen and Hindrance to the reft,

who were fufliciently puzzled and employed to find Sub-

fiftance for themfelves.

Captain Smith, whofe Mind was folid and provident,

and plainly forefaw the ill Confequence of fpending thatTime
in thefe Projects, which ought to be employed in the fpeedy

Difpatch of the Ship, and in trading and laying in a Store

of Provifions for the Year, was much mortified and per-

plexed with thefe Orders, artd ftrenuoufly oppofed their Ex-
ecution in Council. But Newport undertook to freight the

Bark of twenty Tons with Corn, in going and returning

from the Manakins ; and to obtain another Load for her of
Powhatan, from Werowocomoco. He alfo promifed a large

Proportion of Victuals from the Ship ; which he was fo far

from performing, that the Colony was obliged to fpare hirp

three Hogfheads of Corn to victual him homeward. In

ftort, he reprefented Smith's Oppgfition, as a mere Device,



78 <fbe Historv of VIRGINIA. Book II.

,
1608. to hinder his Journey, that he might himfelf effect the Dif-

*—v—
' covery j and he faid, that his Cruelty to the Indians might

?rcfidctt'

/Z> We^ be a^eans t0 nuider tnei
*

e Defigns, and to make thtm
feek Revenge. Smith's Opinion being therefore over-ruled

by the unanimous Voice of the Council, all otherWorks and

Defigns were laid afide, and an hundred and twenty chofcn

Men appointed for Newport's Guard on the Expedition.

But Smith, to clear himfelf of thefe Sufpicions, and to

Ihew, that the Indians were not fo defperate, as was pre-

tended by Newport, and how willing he was to alM, as

far as he could, undertook himfelf to carry their Meflage

to Powhatan, and to invite him to jfames-Town to receive

his Prefents. And taking with him only Captain Waldo,

and three more, he went acrofs by Land, about twelve

Miles, to Werowocomoco, where he paffed the River in an

Indian Canoe. Powhatan, being thirty Miles off, was im-

mediately fent for ; and in the mean time, Pocahontas and

her Women entertained him with a ftrange Mafk and

barbarian Piece of Revelry, and feafted them with all the

favage Dainties, they could devife. The next Day, Pow-
hatan came, and Smith delivered his Meflage, together with

Namontack, his Servant, whom he had fent to England.

And he defired him to come to his Father Newport, to re-

ceive his Prefents, and to enter upon Meafures for their

effectual Revenge againft the Manakins. To this that fub-

tle Barbarian anfwered : That if their King hadfent him any

Prefents, he alfo was a King, and that was his Land : That

he would Jlay eight Days, to receive them : That Newport
ought to come to him, and not He to go to their Fort, which

was too foolijh a Bait to he taken : That as to the Manakins,
he could revenge his own Wrongs ; and for any fait Water
beyond the Mountains, he told him, that all theRelations, they

had received from his People, were falfe. Whereupon he

began to draw Plots upon the Ground, according to his

Difcourfe, of all thofe Regions. Many other complimen-
tal Difcourfes paffed between them 3 and fo Smith returned

with this Anfwer to yames-Town.
H ereupon the Prefents were fent round by W^ater,

and the Captains went acrofs by Land, with a Guard of fifty

Men. All being met at Werowocomoco, the next Day wa»
appointed for his Coronation. Then the Prefents were
brought ; his Bafon and Ewer, Bed and Furniture, were
fet up ; and his Scarlet Cloak and Apparel, with much ado,
put on him, being periuaded by Namontack, that they would
not hurt him. But a great Coil and Trouble there was to
make him kneel, to receive his Crown. He neither knew
the Majefty of a Crown, nor the Meaning of bending the

Knee*
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Knee, which obliged them to ufe fo many Perfuafions, 1608.

Examples, and Inftructions, as tired them all. At laft, by v—v*"—

'

leaning hard on his Shoulders, he {looped a little, and three, 7°bn Sbm/*

being ready with the Crown, put it on his Head ; when, Prtfi<knt'

by the Warning of a Piftol, the Boats were prepared with

fuch a Volley of Shot, that the King ftarted up in a hor-

rible Fright, till he faw, all was well. Then recollecting

himfelf, to return their Kindnefs, he gave his old Shoes and

Mantle to Captain Newport ; and finding him determined to

difcover the Manakins, he did his utmoft to divert him from
his Purpofe, and refufed to lend him either Men or Guides,

except Namontack. And fo after fome flight Compliments
on both Sides, in Requital for his Prefents, he gave Newport
a Heap of Ears of Corn, which might contain feven or eight

Bufhels, and as much more was purchafed in the Town,
with which they returned to the Fort at James-Town.
Immediately upon their Return, Captain Newport^

with an hundred and twenty chofen Men, led by Captain

Waldo, Lieutenant Percy, Captain Wynne, Mr. Weft, and
Mr. Scrivener, fet forward for the Difcovery of the Mana-
kins ; leaving the Prefident at the Fort, with eighty or ninety

weak, and fickly Men, to load the Ship. Arriving at the

Falls, they marched by Land about forty Miles, and found
a very fair, fertile, well-watered Country. Two Towns
of the Manakins they difcovered, fituate on the South Side

of the River. The People ufed them neither well nor ill ;

yet for their Security, they took one of their petty Kings,
and led him bound, to conduct them the Way. In their

Return, they fpent fome Time in fearching for Mines, hav-
ing with them one William Callicut, a Refiner, for that

Purpofe. From the Cruft of Earth, which they dug, he
perfuaded them, that he extracted fome fmall Quantity of

Silver. With this poor Trial, they returned down the

fame Path, they went, to the Falls ; where the Indians

feigned, that many Ships were come into the Bay, to kill

the Englijh at James-Town. But as for their Corn, they

had hid it in the Woods, and could by no Means be induced

to trade. And being thus deluded and difappointed, they

returned to James-Toxvn, half fick, and all complaining,

being fadly harrafTed with Toil, Famine, and Difcontent.

N o fooner were they landed, but the Prefident difperfed

is many, as were able, fome to make Glafs, and others

for Pitch, Tar, and Soap-Afhes. Leaving them at the Fort

tinder the Councils Care and Overfight, he himfelf carried

thirty about five Miles down the River, to learn to cut

down Trees, make Clapboard, and lie in the Woods. A-*

jnong thefe he chofe Gabriel Beadle and John Rujfel, two

foe
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1608. fine and proper Gentlemen of the laft Supply. Thefe

v—' were, at flrft, ftrange Diverfions for Men of Pleafure.

John Smith Yet they lodged, eat, and drank^ worked or played, only
ftefidcat.

as ^e pref!dent himfelf did ; and all things were carried fo

pleafantly, that within a Week they became Matters, and

thirty or forty of fuch voluntary Gentlemen, would have

done more in a Day than an hundred of the reft, who mull

be driven to it by Compulfion. Being inured to Labour by

thefe means, they foon made it their Delight, to hear the

Trees thunder, as they fell ; and afterwards became very

hardy, ufeful, and refolute Men, efpecially Mr. Rujjel.

But the Axes often bliftering their tender Fingers, they

would, at every third Stroke, drown the Eccho, with a

loud Volley of Oaths. To remedy which Sin, the Prefi-

dent ordered every Man's Oaths to be numbered, and at

Night, for every Oath, to have a Can of Water poured

down his Sleeve ; which fo warned and drenched the Of-

fender, that in a fhort time, an Oath was not heard in a

Week.
In the mean while, Mr. Scrivener, Captain Waldo* and

Captain Wynne> at the Fort, each, in their feveral Way,

carefully regarded their Charge. But when the Prefidtnt

returned, feeing the Time confumed, and no Provifitns

got, and that the Ship lay idle at a great Charge,

and did nothing, he immediately embarked in the Dif-

covery Barge, taking with him eighteen Men and anotiier

Boat, and leaving Orders with the Council, to fend

Lieutenant Percy after him, with the next Barge, that ar-

rived at the Fort. Going into Chickahomir.y, the Indians

were furly, and knowing his Wants, with much Scorn and

Infolence refufed to trade. But the Prefident, perceiving,

it was Powhatan's Policy to ftarve the Englijh, told them,

that he came not fo much for Corn, as to revenge his own

Captivity and the Death of his two Men j which he pre-

tended to attribute to them. And fo, landing his Men,

and making ready to charge them, they immediately fled.

Soon after they fent Ambaffadors, with Corn, Fifh, Fowl,

and whatever elfe they had, to make their Feace. Their

Corn being that Year but bad, they complained extremely

of their own Wants, yet freighted their Boats with an

hundred Bufhels, and in like manner Lieutenant Percy's^

that not long after arrived. Returning to 'James-Town, the

Colony was much pleafed and revived by this- feafonable

Supply. Yet fuch was the Malice and Envy of fome, that

they had rather hazard a Starving, than that Smith's En-
deavours mould prove fo much more effe&ual, than theirs.

And Ncvjfort and Ratdiffe had projected, not only to de-

poffl
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pofe him, but to keep him out of the Fort ; under Pre- *

tcnce, that, being Prefident, he had left his Place and the
^—

Fort, without their Confent. But their Horns were too J<£

Ihort, and they themfelves narrowly efcaped a greater

Mifchief.

All this while, their old Tavern, the Ship, made as

much of all them, that had either Money or Warei as

could be dcfired. By this time, they were become perfedt

on all Sides, the Sailers, the Soldiers, and the Indians; and

much more Care was taken, to maintain their private and

pernicious Trade,- than to provide things neceflary for the

Colony. Newport and his Mariners had fo many private

Factors at the Fort, that in fix or feven Weeks', of two or

three hundred Axes, Hoes,; Pick-axes, and other Inftru-

ments for the Ufe of the Colony, fcarce twenty could be

found j and for Pike-heads, Powder, Shot, or any thing

clfe they could fteal, they knew well, how to convey them

fecretly, to trade with the Indians for Furs, Bafkets, young

Beafts, and other fuch-like Commodities. So that, altho'

Virginia afforded no Commodities for thofe, who were at

the'Expence of the Settlement, yet thefe Men found Means,

by thofe indirea Methods, of driving on a very profitable

Trade. And thus, by their falfe Excufes, Informations,

and Ac' vices in England, and by their unlawful Trade here*

the Adventurers were coufened, and the Action almoft

overthrown. Upon this Account therefore, as well as un-

der Pretence, that his Orders were, not to return, without

a Lump of Gold, a Certainty of the South-Sea, or one of

Sir Walter Ralegh's loft Company, the Prefident had once

determined to fend away the Ship, and to oblige Neivport

to ftay one Year in the Country, to* learn to fpeak of his

own Experience. But upon his Submiflion and Acknow-

ledgment, this Punifhment was remitted, and he was fuf-

fered to return to England in the Ship ; where, it is not to

be doubted, but that he reprefented Matters in the worlt

Light.
>

It is ceitain, that the Treafurer and Council in England

were greatly difjppointed in their Hopes. For they expect-

ed, upon their Difcoveries in America, to have fpeedy Re-

turns, in Gold and Silver, and fuch other rich Commodi-

ties, as the Spaniards found at their firft Arrival. But Vir-

ginia is not a Country of Mines. It is formed by Nature

for producing all the Neceffaries,' or even Elegancies of

Life, to as high a Degree, as perhaps any other Country

whatfoever. ft lies under the fame Clime, as fomo-Parts

of Spain, Italy, and Sicily, and is a Country of Plenty and

Abundance ; and thercfgre, in the End, is more valuable,

G a#d
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and even richer, than thofe Regions, which abound in Gold
and Silver. The Truth of this is confirmed by Experience •

and it is an undeniable Maxim in Politicks, that Comm>
dities of the firft NeceJlity, or fuch as are of abfolute Ufe
for our Subfiftance and the Support of Life, have a much
greater real and intrinfic Value, than thofe, which only

receive an imaginary Worth, by Compact or Agreement*

and are wholly defigned, as a Gage, or Meafure, of the

real and intrinfic Value of other Commodities. The true

Riches therefore, and Power of every Country, depend

upon the plentiful Production of Corn, Stocks, Cloathingy

and other fuch Commodities of the firft Neceflity; the

Want of which can, by no means, be fupplied by ever fo

great an Abundance of Gold and Silver. But the Want of

them, on the contrary,- may be, and often have been, flip-

plied, by ftamped Leather, Tallies, Shells, Paper, or other

fuch arbitrary Reprefentations. But altho' thefe Neceffa-

ties of Life are of this greater real Value,- yet they are not

to be had at once. Previous Preparations by Culture, Manu-
facturing, Stocks, and other Improvements, are neceflary

;

which often require a long Time, to bring them to any

tolerable Degree of Perfection. And the £ngliJJ?, when
they firft came to Virginia, happened upon a Land, juft as

God had made it, little planted, manured or improved*

The Inhabitants were an idle, improvident, vagabond Peo-

ple ; knowing nothing of Gold and Silver, and other valua-

ble Commodities; and carelefs of every thing, but juft

from Hand to Mouth.
But however free fhey might be from Blame, the

Council in England* were certainly very much fretted with

the Difappointment, and by this Ship', wrote the Prefidenft

a very angry Letter. They complained of the vain Hopes,

they had been fed with, and very fmall Proofs ; and o(

their Factions and filly Projects about dividing the Country*
concerning which the late Prefident and his Faction had
Written feme idle Story to the .Earl of Salifiury, at that

time chief Minifter of State. And they threatened, unlef*

the Charge of this Voyage, amounting to about two thou-
fand Pounds, was defrayed by the Ship's Return, they

fliould be deferted, and left to remain here, as banimed
Men. To this Letter Captain Sviith gave a very plain and
foldierly Anfvver by the Ship, which was at length dif-

patched, with the Trials of Pitch, Tar, Glafs, FrankilH
cenfe, and Soap-Aflics, and with what Wainfcot and Clap-
board could be provided. In it he endeavoured to lay open
to them the Caufes, that kept thern from laying fuch a
Foundation, as might have given better Sa&fadtion ; and
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advifes them againft expecting any profitable Returns at

prefent. He declares his own Integrity and Sincerity to- ^""V"
wards them, and warns them againft fbmc Perfons, who ^"'^
caufed them to believe much more, than was true. He Ple 1

tells them, that their Directions by Newport had been fol-

lowed, altho' he hirrifelf was directly againft them, as they

"Were very prejudicial and to the imminent Hazard of the

whole Colony, whch was then, when it was too late, ge-

nerally confeffed. He complains of Newport, expofes the

Vanity and ill Confequences of his Projects, his Lingering in

the Country, the good Cheerand Luxury ofhimand the Sailers,

and their Embezzlement of the publick Stores. For of the

two thoufand Pounds, which this Ship coft them, he af-

fures them, that the Colony had not received the Value of
an hundred Pounds. He blames Ratcliff'e, Archer^ and
Others, as the Authors of their Factions and Difturbances 5
and tells them, that he had fent Ratclffi, a counterfeit Im-
Jpoftor, whofe right Name was Sickle?nore, home^ left the
Company fhould cut his Throat. And he judiciouffy in-

lifts upon their fending ufeful Labourers and proper Tradef-
tnen for their prefent Condition ; and upon providing, firffc

tof all, Food, Lodging, and fuch other Neceflaries, as
Were abfolutely requiiite for their Being and Subfiftance,

before they went on any other Projects of Gain or Curio-
•fity, for which they were no ways fatted, in their prefent

weak and infant Condition. At the fame time, he fent

them two Barrels of fuch Stones, as he thought contained
ibme Kind of Ore, with Notes, fignifying in what Places
he found them. And to fhew, he could make as larcre a
Difcovery, as Newport's of the Manakins, for lefs Charge,
than he fpent them at every Meal, he fent them a Map of
the Bay and Rivers, with a Relation annexed, of the Coun-
tries, and of the Nations* that dwelt upon them. And
this indeed was done with fuch wonderful Exactnefs, as
Shewed him to have travelled far, and feen much ; and it

has ever fince been the Original, from which all later Maps
and Descriptions of Virginia have been mcftly copied*

And now the Ship being gone, the grand Remora and
Obftacle to all necefTary Bufinefs, the Colony began to look
about them. The Profpect was difmal, and they were all

in the utmoft Confternation, expecting nothing elfe but the
jmoft extreme Famine. However to make up, in fbme
mcafure, their loft Time, Mr. Scrivener had been fent, be-
fore Newport's Departure, with the Bark and Barges ta

IVeroivocomoco. There he found the Indians more ready to

fight, than to trade. But his Vigil mcy prevented their

Piots j and by the Means of Namontudy he got three or

G % fouj
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t6oS. four Hogfheads of Corn, and as much Pocones, a red Root

TP^ L
at that fil2e efteemed an excellent D'ye. Meeting Newbort

g
hjj™ th *t Point Comfort, he returned to the Fort; and the pJefi-

dent, taking him and Captain Wynne, fet ofF immediately
for Nandfamdnd. That Nation at firft denied him, not
only the four hundred Bafkets of Corn, they had promifed
but any Trade at all. They excufed themfelves on Ac-
count of their Corn's being almoft fpent, and becaufe they
were commanded by Poiuhatan, to keep what was left

and not to let the Englijh even enter their River. The
Prefident finding, nothing was to be done in the Way of

Peace, refolved to ufe Force, At the firft Onfet, the In-

dians all fled, without mooting an Arrow. Then marchino-

up to their Houfes, they fet Fire to the firft, they came tot

When the Indians perceived that, they offered, if they

V/ould make no more Spoil, to give them half the Corn,
they had. Accordingly, before Night, they loaded their

three Boats ; and for fparing them this Year, they promifed

to plant Corn purpofely for them the next. With this

they returned to James-Town, about the Time, that John
Laydon was married to Anne Burras ; which was the firft

Chriftian Marriage, that ever was in Virginia. But the

Prefident ftaid not long at the Fort. For he fitted him-
felf and Captain Waldo out immediately with two Barges,
and made a Voyage up the River. From Wyanoake, and
all Parts there-abouts, he found the Indians fled ; and there-

fore hafting up higher, he then firft difcovered the River
and People of Appamatox. The little Corn, they had,
was equally divided ; and the Prefident gave them Copper
for it, and fuch other Toys, as fully fatisfied them. At
the fame time, Mr. Scrivener and Lieutenant Percy went
abroad in Queft of Provifions, but could find nothing.
About this time, the Prefident was invited by Powha-

ian to come to him ; and he promifed to load his Ship with
Corn, provided he would fend fome Worknen to build him
a Houfc, and would give him a Grmd-ftone, fifty Swords,
fome Muikets, a Cock and a Hen, with much Copper and
Beads. The Prefident was not ignorant of his Devices and
bubtlety

; yet was unwilling to negleft any Opportunity of
getting Provifions, and refolved, iboner than fail, to take
him and all his Store by Surprife. To this End, he took
Order with Captain Waldo, whom he knew to be fure in
lime of Danger to

>
fecond him, if Need required. But

Captain Wynne and Mr. Scrivener did their utmoft to hin-
der their Projefl. For Scrivener's ftricl Fricndfhip with
Captain Smith was now much cooled ; and he was thought
to join with fome others, in a Plot to ruin, him in England.
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But the Prefident, whom no Eloquence could perfuade to 1608.

ftarve, lint off two Englijhmen before by Land, and four v
v—J

Germans , to build the Houfe for Powhatan againft his Ar- Jobn Sm'<fc

rival. And then, having left Mr. Scrivener his Subftitute,
Prefida*

he fet forward with the Bark and two Barges, manned only

with fuch, as offered themftlves voluntarily to go upon the

Service. In the Difcovcry-Barge went himfelf, Mr. Ralegh
Chrojhaw, John Rujfel, and feveral other Gentlemen and
Soldiers ; and Mr. William Phittiplace, as Captain, Lieute-

nant Percy, Mr. Francis Weft, Mr. Robert Ford, Clerk of
the Council, with many others, went on board the Bark.

The 29th of December they left James-Tcwn, being
victualled only for three or four Days. That Night they
lodged at Warrafqueake, where the Prefideht got fufficierit

Provifion. The King of that Town did his utmoft to

divert him from feeing Powhatan ; but finding, he could
not prevail, he told him, that Powhatan would ufe them
kindly, although he had fent for them only to cut their

Throats. He therefore adyifed him, not to truft him,
and to be fure to give him no Opportunity of fazing his

Arms. The Prefident thanked him for his good Counfel ;

and having obtained Guides from him to the Chotvanocks, a
Nation dwelling in the Fork of Cboivan, between Notta~
way and Meherrin Rivers, he fent Michael Sicklc?nore, a
very valiant, honeft, and painful Soldier, with Prefents to
that King ; but chiefly to look for Silkgrafs, arid to en-
quire after Sir Walter Ralegh's loft Colony. The next
Night they lodged at Kicquotan, and were detained there

fix or feven Days by the extreme Wind, Rain, Froft, and
Snow. This obliged them to keep their Chrijimas among i6oa»

the Savages j and they were never more merry in their

.

Lives, lodged by better Fires, or fed with greater Plenty of
good Bread, Oyfters, Fifh, Flefh, and Wjjdfowl. De-
parting thence, they arrived on the 12th of January, thro*

various Accidents, at Werowocomoco ; where they found the

P-iver frozen near half a Mile from the Shore, But the
Prefident, running his Barge up, as far as he could by
breaking the Ice, was left by the Ebb upon the oozy Shoals T

In this dangerous Situation, he plunged firft into the River
himfelf ; and by his Example, taught them to march, near

Middle deep, a Flight-fhot, through the frozen Ooze,
"When the Barge fhoujd float, he appointed two or three to re-

turn her aboard the Bark ; where they, foon after, came into

fuch Diftrefs for Want of Water, that the River being fait,

they were obliged to make frefh Water, by melting the Ice,

The Prefident and h's'Company quartered in the next

'Cabbins, they fgujid, and fent to Powhatan for Provificns,

G 3 He
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i6o-). He fent them Plenty oV Bread, Turkey, and Venifon
j and

1—v ' the next Day, fealiea them after his ufual Manner. But
John Smith he pretended, he had not fent for them ; neither had he
Frdldeot. any. £orjlj anci hisTooplc much lefsj and foon began tq

be importunate with them to be gone. But the Prefident

Confronting him with the Perfons, who brought the Mef-

fage, he endeavoured to put the Matter off" v/ith a Laugh,

and afeed for his Commodities. But he liked nothing, ex-

cept Guns and Swords, and valued aBafket of Corn higher

than a Bafket of Copper ; faying, he could rate his Corn,

tut not the Copper. Captain Smithy feeing his Intent, told

Mm; that he had many Ways, to have got Provifions,

but relying on his Promifcs, he had neglected all to fatisfy

his Dejire, and had fent his Men to make his Buildings,

wfoilft his owii were undone : That he knew, he had en-

grofleq' his People's Corn, and forbid them to trade ; think-

ing, by confuming Time, to confume them : That. as for

Swords and Guns, he had none to fpare ; and that he mult

know, thofe, he had, could keep him from ftarving : Yef

he would neither rob nor wrong him, nor difiblve that

jFfiendfhipj they had mutually promifed, unlefs conftrained

to it by bad Ufage. The King iiflened attentively to this.

Difcburfe ; and promifed, that both he and his People

ihould fpare him, what they could, and that they fliould

receive it within two Days. But, fays he, / have fone

JDcubt about the Reafon of your coming hither. I am in-

formed frcm many Hands, that you come, not to trade,

bat to invade my People, and to poffefs my Country. This

makes me lefs ready to relieve you, and frightens my Peo-.

pie from bringing in their Corn. And therefore to cafe

them of that Fear, leave your Arms aboard, ftnee they art

needkfs here, where we are all Friends, and for ever

Powhatans.

In thefe, and many fuch infidious Difcourfes, that Da^
was fpent. But Captain Smith afterwards difcovered, that

the Germans, whom he had fent to build Powhatan s Houfe,

finding his Plenty and the Wants of the Englijh, and
thinking it fcarce poflible, that they could efcape both hini

and Famine, had, to gain his Favour, revealed to. him all,

they knew, of the State and Defigns of the Englifn, and
advifed him, how to counteract and prevent them. And

'

this Treachery was the more odious and unfufpe&ed, be«r ;

caufe the prefident had placed one of them, as a. Spy upon
Powhatan, being a Man of Judgment and Refolution, and
therefore thought moil proper for that Employ. And a»

jhe was fure of his Wages for his Labour, and had ever
been well ufed, both he and his Countrymen^ there was at
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that time* little Doubt concerning his Honefty. But whilft ' 6°5

•

they exp< c:.d the coming in of the Country, they wrangled ~>T
.

Powhatan out of eighty Bufhels of Corn for a Copper Ket- fg£*
tie ; which the Prefident Ceeing him much affect, he told

him, it was of much greater Value, yet in Regard of his

Scarcity, he would accept that Quantity at prefent, pro-

vided he fbould have as much more the next Year, or the

Manakin Country. Both being fatisfied with the Condition,

Powhatan begun to expoftulate the Difference of Peace and

War, with Captain Smith, after this Manner.

He told him, with a Vanity ufual to Perfons, who affect

to be thought very old, that he had feen the Death of ail

his People 'thrice ; and that not one of thofe three Genera-

tions was then living, except himfelf : That he knew the

Difference of Peace and War better, than any in his

Country : That he was now grown old, and muft die foon ;

and that the Succeffion muft defcend, in Order, to his

Brothers, Opitcbapan, Opechancanough, and Catataugb, and

then to his two Sifters, and their two Daughters. He wifhed

their Experience was equal to his ; and that %&#S Love

to them might be no lefs, than his to Smiih. He afked

him
;
Why he would take that by Force, which he might

quickly have by Love ? Why he would deftroy them, that

provided him Food? and, What he could get by War?

For they could hide their Provifions, and fly into the Woods ;

and then he muft confequently famifh by wronging his

Friends. He defired to know the Reafon of his Jealoufy,

lince he faw them unarmed, and willing to fupply his Wants,

if he would come in a friendly Manner, and not with.

'Swords and Guns, as to invade an Enemy. And he told

him, that he was not fo fimple, as not to know, it was.

better to eat good Meat, lie well, and lleep quietly with his

Women and" Children ; to laugh and be merry with the

Pnglijh, and being their Friend, to have Copper, Hatchets,

and whatever elfe he wanted ; than to fly from all, to he

pold in the Woods, feed upon Acorns, Roots, and fuck

Trafli, and to be fo hunted, that he could neither reft, eat,

or lleep. In that Circumftance, his tired Men muft watch,

find if a Twis did but break, all would be crying out,

Here comes Captain Smith; and fo, in this miferable Man^

jier, to end his mifrrable Life ; which might iikewife foor*

be Captain Smith's Fate too, through his Ralhncfs and Un-

advifednefs. Ke therefore earneftly exhorted him to peace-

able Counfels ; and above all inlifted, that the Guns and

Swords, the grand Caufe of their Jealoufy and Uneafmefs,

jfijould be removed and feat away.
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1609. To this crafty Difcourfe the Prefident replied': That it

' v f was the Fafhion of the EngUJh, always to wear their Arms,

itoZi*?**
Iike their Cloaths ; and that they would, by no Means',

part with them : That his People came frequently to James-
Town, and were entertained with their Bows and Arrows,

without any Exceptions : That if the Englijh had intended

him any Hurt, they could long fince have effe&ed it, as

was evident to him, and all the World, efpecially confi-

dering the Superiority of eheir Arms : That altho' Revenge

was always in their Power, yet, out of an Inclination to

Mercy and Friendlhip, they pafTed over the daily Viola-

tions of the Peace by his Subjects : And as to hiding his

Provifions, and flying into the Woods, he told him, they

fhould not fo unadvifedly ftarve, as he imagined. For they

had a Rule to find things hidden, beyond his Knowledge.

After much more Difcourfe, they at laft began to trade.

But the King, feeing that his Will would not be admitted

as a Law, and that Smith was obftinate, not to difmifs his

Guard, or difarm his Men, breathed out his Mind once

more in this Manner, with a Sigh.

Captain Smith, / never ufe any Werowance fo kindly as

ycurjc/f; yet from you J receive the leajl Kindnefs of any.

Captain Newport gave me Swords, Copper, Cloaths, or

whatever elf I defired, ever accepting what I offered him \

and w:itld fend away his Guns, when requejled. No one re-

fufes to l>e at wy Feet, or do, what I demand, hut you only.

Ofyou I can have nothing, but what you value not, and yet

you will have, whaifoever you pleafe. Captain Newport yen

call Father, andfo you call me : hut I fee, in fpite of us both,

you will do, what you will, and we ?nujl bothJludy to humour

end content you. But if you intend fo friendly, as you fay,

fend away your Arms. For you fee, my undefigning Simplicity

and Friendjhip caufe me, thus nakedly, to forget myfelf
The Prefident, perceiving this Barbarian only trifled the

Time to cut his Throat, refolved to treat him in his own
Way, He therefore procured the Indians to break the Ice,

that his Boat might come, to fetch him and his Corn ; and

at the fame Time, gave Order for more Men to come a-

ihore, to furprife the King. In the mean while, to pro-

tr~& the Time, he endeavoured to entertain him with much
fpecious and fallacious Difcourfe ; promifing, the next Day
to quit his Arms, and to mew, by trufting to his Word,
that he loved and confided in him, as a Father. But whilft

%hc Ice was breaking, Powhatan conveyed himfelf away,
with his Women, Children, and Luggage. Yet to avoid
Sufpicion, he left two 01 three of his Women talking with
the Prefident, whilft. he fecrctly ran off, and his Men as

fecrctly
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fccretly befet the Houfe. Which being prefently difcover- l6o9.

ed t e Prefident iffued forth, with his Piftol, Sword, and ^—-v-
.

Target. At his firft Shot, thofe, next him, tumbled
[

one *»*

over another ; and the reft fled nimbly off, fome one Way,

fome another. And thus, without any Hurt, only accom-

panied with Mr. John Rujfel, he reached the main Bod

v

of his Men. But when the Indians perceived him fo well

cfcaped, they ufed their utmoft Art, to excufe and dhTem-

ble the Matter. Powhatan fent him >a great Bracelet and,

Chain of Pearl by an ancient Orator/ who told him, that

their Emperor was fled for Fear of his Guns : That know-

ing, when the Ice was open, there would come more Men
afhore, he had fent thofe Numbers, whom he had affaulted,

only to guard his Corn from being Hole, which might hap-

pen without the President's Knowledge : That altho' fome

were hurt by his Miftake, yet Powhatan was ftill his Friend,

and for ever would continue fo. And he defired, fince the

Ice was open, that he would fend away his Corn ; and if

he expected his Company, that he would alfo fend away

his Guns, which fo frighted his People, that they were

afraid to bring in their Corn, as he had promifed they

fhould. And then Bafkets being provided for the Englijhy

to carry their Corn to the Boats, thofe Indians kindly offer-

ed their Service, to guard their Arms, left they mould be

ftolen. There was a great Number of goodly, well-pro-^

portioned Fellows, painted and grimmed, like Devils. But

the very Sight of the Englijh cocking their Matches, and

being ready to charge, made them quit their Bows and Ar-

rows, at Command, to the Guard, and carry down the

Corn upon their Backs. And there was no Occafion tq

importune them, to make Difpatch.

But Powhatan and the Germans were ftill eager to have

the Head of Captain Smith. For if they could but kill him,

they thought, all wpuld be their own. And therefore, the

Englifl) being ftaid by the Ebb till late within Night, the

King fpent his Time in making ready his Forces, to fur-

prife the Houfe and him at Supper. But Pocahontas, in a
very dark and difmal Night, came alone through the Woods,
and told the Prefident, that great Cheer would be fent them

foon j but that Powhatan, with all the Power, he could

make, would come after to kill them all, if thofe, who .

brought the Victuals, could not effect it with their own
Arms, while they were at Supper. And therefore, as they

tendered their- Lives, {he advifed them to be gone. The
Prefident would have given her fuch Things, as he knew,
fhe delighted in. But, with Tears running down het

Cheeks5 {he refufsd them j
faying, (he durft not be feen to

Jjave
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have any of them. For mould her Father know it it

would be certain and immediate Death to her. And fo fhe

2ob" Sm'th fan away, by herfeJf, as fhe came. Within lefs than an
rre eat.

j_[our aftcrj came eight or ten lufty Fellows, with br^e
Platters of Venifcn and other Victuals ; and they were very

importunate with the Englijh, to put out their Matches

;

pretending, their Smoke made them fick. But the Prefi-

dent made them tafte of every Dim ; and then fent fome of

them back to Powhatan, to ' bid him make Hafte ; for he

was ready for his coming. Soon after came more Menen?
gers, to fee what News ; and not long after them, others,

And thus was the Time fpent, with equal Vigilancy on both

jSides, but without any farther Hurt. At high Water, the

Englijh departed ; but to oblige Pkvhatan, they left him.

at his Requeft, Edward Brynton, '.to kill him Fowl, and

the Germans, who were yet unfufpe£r.ed, to finilh his Houfc.

They had no fooncr fet Sail, but Powhatan returned^

and fent two of the Germans to Jbmes-Town. They pre-

tended to Captain Wynne, that air things were well, and

that the President had Occafion for their Arms ; and there-

fore they defired new ones, with fome fpare Tools, and

fhift of Apparel ; ali which were readily granted them.

During their loitering there, by the Promife of Powhatan'^

Favour, and of an .Exemption from the Miferies, which

would certainly happen to the Colony, they drew over to

their Confederacy fix or feven more, fuch expert Thieves,

as prefently furnifhed them with fifty Swords, eight Muf-

iets, eight Pikes, and Powder and Shot ; which were

ipeedily conveyed away, by Indians at Hand for that Pur*

|)ofe. The other German Powhatan kept, as a Pledge 5

whofe Diligence provided him with three hundred Toma-
Jiauks, or Indian Hatchets. In the mean Time, Edward
Brynton and Thomas Savage, feeing the Qermans fo diligent

to accommodate the Indians with Arms, attempted to make
their Efcape to 'James-Town. But they were apprehended

and brought back* and expe&ed, every Minute, to be put

to Death.

The Prefident and the reft, being arrived at Pamunkey%
were entertained fome Days by the King, with great Feair*

ing and Mirth. The Day, appointed to begin their Tradej
he went afhore with Lieutenant Percy, Mr. Weft, Mr*
Rujfcl, Mr. Bcheihland, Mr. Crofiaw, Mr. Powel, Mr,
Word, and others to the Number of fifteen ; and going up
to Opechancanough's Houfe, a Quarter of a Mile from the
River, they found nothing but a lame Fellow and a Boy,
and all the Houfes round abandoned, and ftripped of every
thing. They ftajd not, }png, before the King came, and

after-
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after him feveral of his People, loaded with Bows and Ar-

rows. But their Commodities were fo trifling, and thofe

held at fuch a Rate, that the Prcfident began with thegjj***

King, ana fuid : That the Profefiions of his Tongue were

proved by his Adions to be mere Deceit : That laft Year

he kindly freighted his Veflel ; but had how treacheroufly

invited him, with a View tofamifh and defcroy him : That

as the King was not ignorant of his Wants, fo neither was

he of the King's Plenty ; of which, by fome Means, he

muft have Part. And he told him, it was highly proper

and decent for Kings, above all others, to keep their Pro-

rnil'e. And therefore, {hewing his Commodities, he offered

him his Choice, and the reft, he find, he would proportion

in fit Bargains for his People. Opechancanough feemed kind-

ly to accent his Offer ; and the better to colour his Defigns,

ibid them, what they had, at their own Price ; promifing,

the next Day, more Company, better provided.

The next Day, the Prcfident, with the fame fifteen,

marched up to the King's Houfe, where they found four

or five Men, newly arrived, with each a great Bafket,

Soon after came the King ; and putting on a ftrained Chear-

fulnefs, he entertained them in Difcourfc, about the great

Pains he had been taking, to keep his Promife ; till Mr.
Rujfel brought in News, that at leaft feven hundred In-

dians^ well armed, had invironed the Houfe, and befet the

Fields. The Prefident, feeing fome of the Company great-

ly difmaid at the Thought of fuch a Multitude, told them :

That he was iefc concerned at the Danger and Number of

the Enemy, than at the malicious Reprefentations, which)

the Council, and their open-mouthed Minions, would mak$
to England^ of his breaking the Peace : That he, alone,

was once allaulted by three hundred ; and had it not beerj.

for an Accident, would have made his Way good among
them all : That they were now fixteen, and the Enemy
but feven hundred at the moft. And therefore he defire<$

them, to fight like Men, and not die like Sheep. For if

they dared to follow his Example, and to do, as he did,

he doubted not, by God's AiTiftance, to extricate them out
of the prefent Difficulty and Danger. The Time not per-

mitting any Argument, they all chearfully vowed, to exe-r

cute, whatever he attempted, or die. But that they might
not fight for nothing, or be even ruined and ftarved by
their Victory, the Prefident told Opechancanougb : That he
faw his Plot to murder him, but he feared it not : That
their Men had done no Harm, but by their Directions 1

That therefore, if each of his Men would bring a Bafket

ef Corn3 he would flake againjt it the Vajue ia Copper,
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and they two would go over into the Ifland, in the River

againft that Place, and decide the Matter by fingle Combat

:

tb That he fhould have his Choice, and all Advantage of Wea-
pons : and, That the Conqueror fhould have all, and be

Lord and Mafter over ail their Men.
But duelling in fair and open Field is not the Manner

cf the Indians. Their chief V alour confifts in way-laying

and murdering the unfufpuSttng and unprovided, or perhaps

the .weak and helplefs. Neither had Opechancanough fuch

Regard for the Lives of his Subjects, as to fave them from

Danger, at the Hazard of his own. Jie theietore kindly

endeavoured to appeafe the Prefident* s Anger and Sufpicion,

by a Prefent at the Door, which he intreated him to ac-

cept. This was only to draw him out, where the Rait

y/as guarded with two hundred Men, befides thirty, which

|ay behind a great Tree, fallen acrofs, with each his Ar-

row notched, ready to fhoot. But the Prefident, having

$fcovered the Treachery, feifed the King, in the Midft of

his Men, by his long Lock of Hair, and prefentcd his Pif-

tol, ready cocked, to his Breaft. T hus he led him, trem-

bling and half dead with Fear, among his People ; who

were eafily induced to throw down their Arms, and to de?

Jiver the King's Vambrace, Bow, and Arrows; little

dreaming, that any one durft to ufe their King in that Man-

ner. And now Opechancanough , to refcue himfelf, beftow-

ed his Prefents in ferious Sadnefs ; and his Subjects, bein<*

upbraided and threatened by the Prefident in a. fmart and

angry Speech, mixed with fome Expreflions of Love and

Confidence, caft away their Bows and Arrows, and Men,
Women, and Children, brought in their Commodities,

for two or three Hours, they fo thronged and wearied him,

that he retired into the Houfe to reft, leaving others tq

trade, and receive their Prefents. Whilft he was afleep,

fifty of their choice Men, with each an Englijh Sword or

Club in his Hand, and feconded by two or three hundred
jmore, preffed into the Houfe to murder him. But the Pre-

fident, being waked from his Sleep, by the Noife of the

People and making of the Houfe, betook himfelf to his

Arms, together with Mr. Crojhaw and fome others ; which
foon made them throng back, fafter than they came. But.

Opechancanough and fome of his Ancients, who were kept
Prifoners with him, endeavoured, in a long Oration, to
excufe this Intrufion. The reft of the Day was fpent with
much Kindnefs, the Indians renewing their Prefents, and
feafting the Englijh with their beft Provifions.
While thefe things were tranfaaing, there happened

an unlucky Accident at the Fort. Mr, Sfrwnfr had re-

ceived
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ceived Letters from England, which gave him towering

Thoughts,and made him decline entirely in his Affection and

'

Friendfliip to Captain Smithy who ftill regarded and loved g^'*
him, as his Brother. This made him more headftrong and

conceited, than was naturally confifttnt with his Prudence

and Moderation. And having taken it into his Head to vifit

Hog-IJlamd, he could not be turned from it, by the Advice

and repeated Entreaties of Captain Waldo and feveral others.

Therefore, taking with him Captain Waldo, who was not

to be abfent from the Fort, but to be ready to fecond the

Prefident, if called for, and Mr. Anthony Gofnold, a very

worthy, honeft, and induftrious Gentleman, and Brother

to Captain Bartholomew Gcfnold, with eight others, he

went into the Skiff. She was fo overloaded, that ihe fcarce

could have lived in calm Weather ; but, in that cold and

boiflerous Day, fhe funk, none knowing how or where,

and all aboard were drowned. To advertife the Prefident

of this heavy News, none could be got, till Mr. Richard

Wyffin undertook it alone. He was encountered with many
Dangers and Difficulties, in all Places, as he pafi'ed. And
at Werowocomoco, not finding the Prefident, and perceiving

fuch Preparations for War, he was certainly aflured, that

fome Mifchief was intended. But Pocahontas hid him for

a Time, and fent thofe, who purfued him, the quite con-

trary Way. At length, by her Means and extraordinary

Bribes and Trouble, in three Days Travel, he found the

Prefident at Pamunkey, in the Midft of thofe Broils and

Difficulties. The Prefident, having fworn him to conceal

this unhappy News from the Company, and diffembling

his Sorrow with the beft Countenance, he could, went

fafely aboard at Night, and left Opechancanough at Liberty,

according to his Promife, and likewife with a Defign, the

better to entrap Powhatan in his Return. Soon after, he went

down the River, having fearched the Countries of Yough~

tanund ( now Pamunkey River ) and Mattapony ; where the

poor Creatures imparted the little Corn, they had, with

fuch Complaints, and Tears from the Eyes of Women and

Children, as fully fatisfied, and moved them with Com*
paffion.

Powhatan had threatened Death to his Men, if they did

not, by fome Means or other, kill Captain Smith. But

they hated fighting with him, almoft as bad as hanging-

And the Prefident, on his Side, was as eager, to furprife

and take that fubtle and perfidious Barbarian. Therefore,

in his Way down the River, there were many Feints and

Strategems, on both Parts, but without any remarkabl Ef-
r
cct, Only the Prefiderit, with Mr. Weft and fome others,

would.
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1609. would have been poifoned, had their Art been equal to*—v—

' their Will. It only made them Sick, and fo worked itfelf

Job* Smith 0ff, And thus, through many Dangers and Difficulties
Prefideot,

returne(i to James-Town j where they delivered, near

200 lbs. of Deer's Suet, and 479 Bufhels of Corn, to the

Cape-Merchant.

A t James-Town they found nothing done, but their Pro-

vifions fpent, and a great Part of their Tools and Arms
conveyed to the Indians. But altho' what was left by the

Ship was fo rotten with the Rain, and fo mangled by the

Rats and Worms, that the Hogs would fcarcely e« t it, yet

4ipon cafting up their Store, they found a fufhcicnt Provi-

sion for the Year. Wherefore, the Pdr of ftarving being

laid afide, the Company was ranged into proper Divifions,

and fix Hours each Day fpent in Work, the reit in Paf-

time and merry Exercifes. And the President, having cal«<

Jed them together, told them : That thtir late Experience

and Mifery were fufficient to perfuade every one to a pre-

fent Amendment : That they muft not think, that either

liis Pains, or the Adventurers Purfes, would for ever main-

tain them in Sloth and Idlenefs : That he knewj many de-

served more Honour, and a better Reward, than was yet

to be had ; but that far the grcateft Part of them muft be

more induflrious, or ftarve : That it was not reafonable,

that the Labours of thirty or forty heneft and induftrious

Men mould be confirmed, to maintain an hundred and fifty

Loiterers : and, That therefore every one, that would not

work, fhould not eat : That they had often been fcieened

and protected, in their Difobedience to his juft and neceiTary

Commands, by the Authority of the Council : But that

now, all being either dead or gone, except Captain JVynnt

and himfelf, that whole Power relied, in ErTe£t, folely in

jhim. And therefore, he advifed them, not to feed them-

selves up with the vain Prefumption, that his Authority waJ

fcut a Shadow, and that his Life muft anfwer for thpirs.

For the Titers Patent, and other Powers, would prove

the contrary, and fhould, every Week, be read to them;
and every one, that offended, might alTuredly expect his

due Punifliment. He alfo made a Table, as a publick Me*
jnorial of each Man's Deferts, to encourage the Good, and
to fpur on the reft by Shame. By this, many became very

jnduftrious ; but more were driven to their Bufmefs, by
Punifhment, and the Prefident's extraordinary Vigor and
Diligence.

A s they came down Pamunhey (fince called York River)
off of TVerowocemoco, the Prefident had fentMr. Chrojhart
and Mr, Ford to James-Town, by Land. In their Way,

they
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they met four or five of the Germans Confederates, going 1609.

to Powhatan ; who to clear themfelves from thofe Gentle- v~~~

mens Sufpicion, that they were running to the Indians, re- 7ahn

turned with them to the Fort, and there continued. But
Pfcfideat»

the Germans, to know the Reafon of their Stay, fent one

of their Company, a ftout young Fellow, difguifed like an
Indian, to the Glafs-houfe.- This flood in the Woods,
about a Mile from James-Tozvn, and was the common
Place of Rendezvous for all their fecret Villany. The Pre-

fident, hearing of this, immediately fent to apprehend this

German. But he being gone, he difpatched twenty good

Shot after, to intercept him in his Return to Powhatan*

They foon brought him back, and notwithftanding his fair

Tale and plaufible Excufes, he was thrown into Prifon*

However the Prefident fpared his Life, hoping thereby to

regain his Countrymen.
Captain Smith, having fent all his Men after the

German, returned from the Glafs-houfe alone, armed only

with a Faucheon, In his Way he met the King of Pap*

fahey, a Man of great Strength and gigantic Stature. At
firft, he endeavoured to draw the Prefident into his Am-1

bufcade ; but failing in that, he attempted to fhoot him.
JBut Smith, to prevent it, clofed in and grappled with him*
And the Indian, by mere Dint of Strength, bore him intq

the River, with a Defign to drown him. Long they ftrug-

glcd in the Water, till the Prefident got fuch Hold of hia

Throat, that he almoft ftrangled him. And then, having

difengaged himfelf, fo as to draw his Faucheon, the poor
Savage begged his Life, in fuch a pitiful Manner, that he
led him to "James-Town, and put him into Chains ; where
he continued for fome time, till by the Negligence of his

Keepers, he efcaped. Some Endeavours were ufed to re-

take him, but without Effect ; only the Prefident took two
Indians Prifoners, Kemps and Tuffore, the two moft exqui-

fite Villains in all the Country. Thefe Men would have
betrayed both King and Kindred for a Piece of Copper »
and had Captain IVynne and Lieutenant Percy, who were
fent upon the Bufinefs with fifty Men, followed their Di-
rections, they would certainly have regained the King, and
been fully revenged for the Injury and Affault. However,
that this might not encourage them to farther Boldnefs,

they attacked and flew feveral of the Nation, burnt their

Houfes, took their Canoes and fifhing Weirs, and planted

fome of them at ''James-Town, and were refolved to profe-

cute them with. "Waj, till they were fully humbled and

fubdued,

No's
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1609. Not long after, the Prefident, puffing by Pafpahey in
*—v ' in his Way to Chickahominy, was aflaulted by them. But

Vtthtent*
1 aS ^°°n SS t 'ie^ knew n *m

>
th^y a^ tnrew down their Arms,

* and fued for Peace. Their ^pokefman was a lufty young
Fellow, named Okaning, whofe Difcourfe well deferves to

be remembered. He told the Prefident, that the King, his

Mafter,' was there prefont in the Company : That they

took him for Captain IVynne, who purfued thfm in

War, altho' they had never injured him : That if toe King

offended him in efcaping from Piifon, he ought to confidcrj

that the Fifties fwim, the Fowls fly, and the Very Bcafts

ftrive to efcape the Snare and live : That therefore, his

Mafter, who wjs a Man, ought not to be blamed* for

following this necefTary Inftindt of Nature even in brute

Animals. He reminded him of the Pains, his Mailer

took, to fave his Life, when a Prifoner ; and if he had hnce

injured him, he was compelled to it, and it had however

been already fully revenged, to their too great Lofs. And

he further told him, if he ftill perfifted in his Refolution to

deftroy them, they muft abandon their Habitation, and fet->

tie fomewhefe beyond his Reach ; which would onl) coft

them more Labour, but would be cf worfe Confoquence

to the Englijh, who could not well fubfift without their

Corn and P'ruits. And therefore he earneftly entreated him

to grant them his Friendfhip, and to permit them to enjoy

their Houfes, and plant their Fields, in Peace and Security*

Concluding, that if he would promife them Peace, they

would truft to his Word j but if he proceeded in his Re-

venge, they would quit the Country. Whereupon the

Prefident promifed them Peace* if they would do no far-

ther Injury, and would bring in Provifions to the Fort.

To which they joyfully agreed, and parted good Friends,

and fo continued, till Smith left the Country.
Soon after this, an Indian, who had been imprifoned

at James-Town for Theft, had fo ftifled himfelf, by a Char-

coal Fire in a clofe Room of the Prifon, that he feemed to

be dead. But the Prefident, by the Application of Vinegar

and Jqua-vitce, brought him to himfelf ; v/hich was foort

fpread abroad among the Indians, throughout the whole
Country, as a Miracle ; and it was generally believed, that

Captain Smith could raife a dead Man to Life. And another
at Werowocomoco, having got a large Bag of Powder, to

fhew his extraordinary Skill among his Companions, dried

it on the Back of an Armour, as he had feen the Soldier9
at James-Town do. Many flood peeping over, to fee his

Skill; till at laft it took Fire, and blew him, with one or
two more, to Death, and fo fcgrched and mangled the reft,
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that it raifed a vaft Dread and Aftonifliment in them, and 16*9.

a great Admiration of the Power and Art of the Englijh. v—v

—

Thefe, with fome other Accidents, fo frighted and amazed 7ohn Srni

Powhatan and his People, that they flocked from all Parts,
Prcfldcnt «

and with Prefents deiired Peace; returning many ftolen

Things, which had never been demanded, or thought of, by
the Englijh. And ever after, during the Remainder of Capt.
Smith's Adminiftration, both Powhatan and his People would
fend back to James-Town fuch, as had oeen taken flxaling, to

receive their Punifhment ; imd the whole Country became
as abfolutely free and fafe to the Englijh^ as to themfelves.

And now the Colony purfued their Bufinefs -with Ala-
crity and Succefs. They made three or four Laft of Tar,
Pitch, and Soap-Aihes ; produced a Trial of Qlafs ; funk
a Well in the Fort, of excellent Water, which till then
was wanting ; built about twenty Hcufes ; new-covered
the Church ; provided Nets and Weirs for fiftiing; and to
ftop the Diforders of the Thieves and Indians^ they built a
Block-houfe in the Neck of the Ifland, to receive the Trade
of the Indians ; and none, neither Indian nor Chriftian, was
fufFered to pafs or repafs, without the Prefident's Order.
Thirty or forty Acres ofGround were broke up and planted.

Of three Sows, in eighteen Months, increafed fixty odd
Pigs ; and near five hundred Chickens brought up them-

. felves, without having any thing given them. But the
Hogs were tranfported to Hog-Ifland ; where alfo was built

a Block-houfe, with a Garrifon, to give Notice of any
Ships ; and for their Exercife at leifure Times, they made
Clapboard and Wainfcot. In this Time, died Captain
Wynne ; fo that the Government devolved wholly upon the
Prefidcnt, as it had before in Effect done, by his having
two Voices in the Council.

But this Flow of Plenty and Profperity laired not long.
For, upon Examination, they found half their Corn rotten,

and the reft confumed by Rats ; which, coming originally

from the Ships, had increafed to incredible Multitudes. So
that all Works were. intermitted, and the People fufEciently

employed to get Provifions. But at firft, the Indians^ to
exprefs their Love, brought in an hundred a Day, at leaft,

of Squirrels, Turkies, Deer, and ether wild Bciifts ; and.

Povjhatan fpared them near halfJus Stock of Corn. But
the Prefident was neverthelefs obliged to detach fixty or
eighty down the River, to live upon Oyfters. Twenty
were fent to the Falls with Mr. Weft ; and as many more
with Lieutenant Percy to Point Co?nfort, to try for a Fifhery.

But he being very lick, and fotely burnt with Gun-powder,
they would n.gt agree in fix Weeks, once to call out their

H Net,
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1609. Net. Many were billetted among the Indians, who knew
*—>/-—''that they had fuch a commanding Power at James-Town
John Smith

that they durft not wrong them in the leaft. And in all
ent.

tj^s -pjme Gf Difl;rcfSj they caught more Sturgeon than

could be devoured by Man and Dog. This the induftri-

ous, drying and pounding, would mingle with Caviare,

Sorrel, and wholefome Herbs, and make Bread and good

Meat. Others would gather as much Tuckahoe Root in

a Day, as would make them Bread for a Week. So that,

upon thefe wild Produces, and what they caught, the de-

ligent lived very well and plentifully. ?

Yet fuch was the infufferabre Sloth and unreafonable

Perverfenefs of far the greater Number, hhat they would

fooner have perifhed, than have been at the Pains to gather

Food. And they were even importunate with the Prefi-

dent, to fell their Tools and Iron, nay, their Swords and

Firelocks, and their very Houfes and Ordinance, to the

Indians for this Trafh. And they took Occafion from hence,

in a very turbulent and clamorous Manner, to infill on the

Neceffity of leaving the Country. But the Prefident, hav-

ing punimed one of the worft and moft feditious among

them, called the reft together, and reprefented to them the

extreme Folly and Iniquity of their Proceedings. And he

told them, that if any more were found attempting to run

away to Newfoundland with the Bark, they might aiTuredly

expect the Gallows, as their Fate : That he never had more

from the Store than the worft of them ; for they well knew

and faw, that his extraordinary Allowance, as Prefident,

was conftantly diftributed among the'Sick : and, That fince

he found, Neceffity had not Power to force them to gather

the Fruits of the Earth, he was refolved, that they fhould

gather, not only for themfelves, but alfo for the Sick ; and

that whofoever would not gather, every Day, as much, as

he himfelf did, fhould, the next Day, be fet beyond the Ri-

ver, and banifhed from the Fort, as a Drone. This Order

raifed a great Clamour and Outcry ; but it made moll of

them beftir themfelves fo well, that they had Plenty of Food

to eat, and continued very healthy and ftrong. Yet many

of them, understanding, how well they were ufed, that

were billetted among the Indians, ran away to Kemps and

Tujfore, their old Prifoners. But Kemps firft made himfelf

Sport with them, fhewing his Countrymen, how he

was ufed, when a Prifoner, and feeding diem upon this

Condition, that they, who would not work, fhould not eat;

and then he carried them back, by Force, to the ^refident.

Th is deterred many others, who intended to follow ; ?nd

made them conv;nt3 rather to labour at home, than venture
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among the Indians. For the Kings, and better Sort of that l6o9- *

People, were fo afraid, or fo friendly, that when the En- —v

glijh punifhed fome of their bafer Sort with great Severity, ^^f™ tb

they would hire them, not to tell it to their Kings or
L

Countrymen ; left they fhould punifh them again, and fend

them to James-Town, to give full Satisfaction to thePrefident.

About this time, Mr. Sicklemore returned from Cha-

•wonock ; but without any Information of Sir Walter Ralegh's

loft Company, or fatisfactory Account of the Silk-grafs.

And the Prelident, to purfue a Point, thought fo necefTary

by the Council in England, fent off" Mr. Nathaniel Powel
and Anas Todkill, to the Mangoags, a Nation of Indians,

not fubject to Powhatan, dwelling on the upper Branches

of Nottoway, or fome fmall Streams of RoanoAe River. He
obtained Guides from the King of the ^uiyoughquohanocks^

a fmall Nation of Indians, feated on the South Side of James
River, about ten Miles above James-Town. This good
King did ever affect the Englijh above all others ; and al-

tlio' he was very zealous to his falle Gods, yet he con-

feffed, that the Englijh God as much exceeded his, as their

Guns did his Bow and Arrows ; and in Time of Drought,
he would often fend Prefents to Captain Smith, to pray

to his God for Rain. His Guides conducted Powel and
Todkill, three Days Journey, into a high Country, towards
the South-Wejl j where they faw, here and there, a Corn-
field, by fome little Spring or fmall Brook, but no large

River. The People were, in all Refpecls, like the reft,

except their Language. They lived chiefly by hunting, and
on Fruits and Roots ; and they trafficked their Skins with
thofe towards the Sea and fatter Countries, for dried Fifh

and Corn. But neither did they here, or ever after, hear %

any thing of this Colony, left by Mr. White, in the Year

1587, on one of the Iflands of Hatteras.

All this while, they employed one William Voliay, a
Zwitzer, by Promifes and Pardons to reclaim his Country-
men, the Germans, and one Bentley, another Fugitive. But
this vile Hypocrite, pretending highly to deteft their Vil-

lany, hereby got an Opportunity, to convey them every

thing, they wanted, to effect their Projects, and deftroy

the Colony. With much Devotion they looked for the

Spaniard, to whom they were willing and intended to do
good Service. And fmding, the Englijh were obliged to

difperfe themfelves to gather Food, they importuned Pozv-

hatan to lend them his Forces ; and they undertook, not

only to deftroy the Hogs, fire the Town, and feize on the

Bark, but to bring moft of the Colony to his Service and

Subjection. This Scheme was communicated to many of

their Confederates at the Fort ; but two, whofe Hearts re-

" ~ lented
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1609. lented at the Horror of the Acl, revealed it to the Prefi-

1—v

—

J
dent. He ordered them to keep it (till a Secret, and to

John Smith draw them into fuch Ambufcades, as he had prepared.

Prefident. -gut ^ taking Air, and coming to the Ears of the

impatient Multitude, they were outrageous to go and de-

ftroy them immediately. Lieutenant Percy and Mr. John

Codrington, two Gentlemen of high and refolute Spirits,

offered their Service, to go to Werowocomoco, and to cut

their Throats before the Face of Powhatan. 'But the Pre-

fident cared not to hazard fuch Perfons, for whom he had

other.Employment ; and gave Way to Mr. WyffimvA Ser-

jeant Jeffery Abbot, to undertake the Matter. But the

Germans fo blinded Abbot, with a fair Tale, that he relent-

ed ; and Wyffin, tho' willing, cared not to attempt it alone.

When Powhatan underftood their Bufinefs, he lent imme-

diately to the Prefident, to inform him, that he neither de-

tained them, nor hindered his Men from executing his

Command. For he neither did, nor would, maintain them,

or any other, to his Difpleafure. But altho' thefe treache-

rous Foreigners did all, they could, to raife and incenfe

Povjhatan and the Indians againft the Englijh, yet fuch ex-

a& Intelligence had Captain Smith of their Plots, that their

Machinations were his greateft Advantage and Security.

And if any Commotion had happened, he always had it in

his Power to take Revenge. For all the Country now flood

more in Fear of him, than of Powhatan ; and he had fuch

Parties among the bordering Nations, that, out of Love or

Fear, they would have done any thing, he commanded.

However, not long after, one of the Germans returned to

his Duty ; but the other frill remained with Powhatan.

Whilst thefe things were pafling, Captain Samuel Ar*

gall arrived, who was afterwards an a&ive Perfon here,

and a noted Governor of the Country. He came to truck

with the Colony, and to fifh for Sturgeon, with. a Ship

well furnifhed with Wine and other good Provifion. This

was, at that Time, a prohibited Trade ; but he being a

Kinfman to Sir Thomas Smith, the Treafurer, it was con-

nived at and overlooked. The Neceflities of the Colony

obliged them to take his Provifions, by which his Voyage

was loft ; but they reviclualled him, when their next Sup-

ply arrived, and Cent him to England with a full Account of

the State of their Affairs. By this Ship, they received Let-

ters, which taxed the Prefident for his hard Ufage of the

Natives, and for not returning the Ships freighted. And

now alfo, they firft had an Account of the Alterations in

England, and of the great Preparations and large Suppty»

to be fent by the Lord Dclawarr, appointed Captain-Gene-

ral and Governor in Chief uf Virginia,

THE



T H E

HISTORY
O F

VIRGINIA.
BOOK III.

HE Treafurer, Council, and Company in 1609.

England, were ftill intent upon prefent Gain, ""X"
and gaping after the Mines of Mexico and

gjj^j
Peru from their Difcovery ; and upon the

laft Voyage, not finding that Profit and Re-

- turn, they expected, they were much dis-

appointed and enraged. To this was added Newport's Ac-

count of things, which was certainly not very favourable

to their Conduit and Management in Virginia. The Com-

pany therefore made Intereft to his Majefty, to grant'them

a new Charter, which bears Date the 23d of May 1 609,

and contains larger Powers and more ample Privileges, than

the former ; as may be feen in the Original, printed at

lar^e in the Appendix. By this Charter the Power and Au-

thority cf the Prefident and Council in Virginia were ex-

prefiy abrogated; and they were ftreightly commanded,

upon their Allegiance, to pay Obedience to fuch Governor or

Governors, as mould be appointed by the Council m England.

In Confequence of which Power, the Council conftituted

Sir Thomas JVeJl, Lord Delawarr, Captain-General of Vir~

ginia; Sir Thomas Gates, his Lieutenant - General }
Sir

George Somen, Admiral ;
Captain Netvport, Vice-Admiral ;

Sir Thomas Dale, High-Mar/hal ; Sir Ferdinando Wainmany

General of the Horfe ; and fo, many other Offices, to fe-

vsrai'worthy Gentlemen, for their Lives,
7 H 3 This
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1609. This new Charter was granted to the Earls of Salif.
v—v—* bury, Suffolk, Southampton, Pembroke, and other Peers to
jobn Smith the Number of twenty one ; to the Honourable Georn
Prefidsnt. p£rcy andprancis jfcji^ Efqrs; to Humphrey Weld, Lord

Mayor of London, and ninety eight other Knights, ex-

preiiy named ; and to Dr. Matthew Sutcliffe, with a great

Multitude more, of Doctors, Efquires, Gentlemen, Offi-

cers, Merchants, and Citizens, together with many Cor-

porations and Companies of London. So many Perfons of

great Power, Intereft, . and Fortune, engaging in the En-

terprize, and the Lord Delawarr, with the other Gentle-

men of Diftin&ion, appointed to the feveral Offices, foon

drew in fuch large Sums of Money, that they difpatched

away Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers, and Captain

Newport, with nine Ships, and five hundred People. Thefe

three Gentlemen had, each of them, a Commiffion, who

fjrft arrived, to call in the old. But becaufe they could not

agree for Place, it was concluded, that they fhould'all go

in one Ship, called the Sea-Venture. They failed from En-

gland, the latter End of May 1609 » kut tne 25tn °^ 7u
fa

the Admiral-Ship was parted from the reft of the Fleet, by

the Tail of a Hurricane, having on board the three Com-

manders, an hundred and fifty Men, their new Commif-

fion, and Bills of Lading, together with all Manner of In-

ftructions and Directions, and the beft Part of their Provi-

fions. She arrived not, but was foundered on Bermudas^

as fhall be hereafter related. A fmall Catch likewife perifli-

ed in the Hurricane ; but the feven other Ships came f?.fe.

In them, as Captains, came Ratcliffe (whofe right Name,

as is faid, was Sicklemore) Martin, and Archer, with Cap-

tain Wood, Captain Webbe, Captain Moon, Captain King
y

Captiin Davies, Mr. Ralph Hamer, and divers other Gen-

tlemen, of good Fortune, and eminent Birth. The Prefi-

dent, being informed by his Scouts of the Arrival of this

Fleet, little dreamed of fuch a Supply, but fuppofed them,

at firft, to be Spaniards. He therefore put himfelf into the

beft Pofture of Defence, he could ; and being feconded by

the Indians (who, upon this Occafion, mewed their Friend-

fhip, and prepared, with great Alacrity, to alfift the En-

glijh with their utmoft Power) they thought themfelvcs fa

well provided for the Reception of an Enemy, that they

little feared their Coming.
Ratcliffe, Martin, and Archer, had bred much Difturr

bance at Sea, and had paved the Way, for being even more

troublefome afhore. For they had infufed fuch Jealoufies

and Prejudices into the Company againft Captain Smith,

that they mortally hated him, before they had ever feeri

him.
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him. But feveral of better Senfe and Experience among 1

them, from their firft Landing, hearing the general good
*

—

Report of his old Soldiers, and feeing the Prudence and Up- y°b '

rightnefs of his Actions, were foon undeceived, and faw
into the Malice of Ratclijfe and his Faction. They there-

fore left their Society, and ever adhered to Captain Smithy

as his firm and faithful Friends. But a great Part of this

new Company confifted of unruly Sparks, packed off by
their Friends, to efcape worfe Deftinies at home. And the

reft were chiefly made up of poor Gentlemen, broken
Tradefmen, Rakes and Libertines, Footmen, and fuch

others, as were much fitter to fpoil or ruin a Common-
wealth, than to help to raife or maintain one. This lewd
Company therefore were led by their feditious Captains,

into many Mifchiefs and Extravagancies. They afTumed
to themfelves the Power of difpofing of the Government

;

and conferred it fometimes on one, and fometines cn ano-
ther. To-day, the old Cominiflion muff rule ; To-morrow,
the new ; and next Day, neither. So that, all was Anar-
chy and Diffraction ; neither were there any Hopes, from
the prefent Pofture of Affairs, but of the utmoft Mifery
and Confufion.

The German alfo, that had returned to the Englijhy

feeing this diffracted State of things, and hoping for fome
Advantage from it, fled again, with one of his Conforts,
to Powhatan ; to whom he promifed Wonders, at the Ar^
rival of Lord Dslawarr. But that fenfible Barbarian,
knowing the Wickednefs and Perfidy of their Nature, re-

plied ; That they, who would have betrayed Captain
Smith to him, would certainly betray him to this great
Lord, to make their Peace. And fo, he ordered his Men,
to beat out their Brains. But Voldjy, the Zwitzer, made
a fhift to get to England; where purfuading the Merchants,
what rich Mines he had found, and what Services he would
do them, he was well rewarded, and fent back with the
Lord Delawarr. But being found a merelmpoftor, he died
in a mofr. contemned and miferable Manner.
Captain Smith, all this Time of Turbulency and

Diffraction, was fadly troubled and perplexed, how to pro-
ceed. At firff, finding his Authority thus unexpectedly
cancelled and changed, he refolved to leave ail, and return
for England. But afterwards, feeing, there was little Hope
of the Arrival of this new Commiffion, and that his own
was not legally fuperfeded, but by the actual Production of
another, he determined to bear up, and to act with Vigor
?ind Refolution. He therefore fet himfelf, with great Cou-
rage, and the perpetual Hazard of bis Life, to oppofe this

H 4 Tor-
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i6og. rent of h action and Immorality ; and at laft, fo far mafter-v— —
' ed it, that he caft Ratclijfe, Archer, and the other Chiefs"

John Smith mto Prifon, till he had more Leifure, to brin°- them to I
Prefident.

hlr and legd Trial- And the . better to diffipate the Hu-
mours, and to break their Confederacies, he lent Mr. JVefl

with an hundred and twenty, the beft, he could chufe to

make a Settlement at the Falls ; and Martin, with near the

fame Number, to Nanfamond ; allowing each their due Pro-

portion of all the Provifions, according to their Number.

And now the Year of his Prendency being near expired, he

made Captain Martin, who was become more tractable,

Prefident in his Room. But Martin, knowing his ownln-

fufficiency, and the People's Unrulinefs and little Regard

for him, within three Hours, refigned it again to Captain

Smith. For as Ratclijfe had been removed from the Coun-

cil, and was not again reftored, Martin and Smith were the

only two then in the Country, that could either elect, or be

elected Prefident. And Martin, having thus wifely difen-

gaged himfelf from an Office, which he was then no ways

able to execute or fupport, proceeded to make his Setde-

iment at Nanfamond. That Nation, having been reduced to

Subjection and Contribution, ufed him kindly ; yet fuch

were his unrcafonable Jealoufy and Fear, that he furprifedthe

poor naked King, and his Monuments and Houfes, with

the Ifland, wherein he lived, and there fortified himfelf.

But the Indians, foon perceiving his Fear and DiftracHon,

ventured to affault him'; and they killed feveral of his Men,

releafed their King, and gathered and carried off a thoufand

Bumels of Corn ; whilft he, in the mean while, never once

offered to intercept them, but fent to the Prefident, then

at the Falls, for thirty Soldiers. Thefe were prefently fent

him, from James-Town. But he fo employed them, that

they did nothing, and foon returned, complaining of his

Tcndernefs and Cowardice. And he likewife, leaving his

Company to their Fortunes, came away with them to

James-Town.
The Prefident followed the other Company up to the

Falls, to fee them well feated. But he was furprifed, h}

hisWay, to meet Captain Wejl, fo foon returning to James-

Town j and he found the Settlement very inconfiderately

made, in a Place, not only liable to the River's Inundation,
but alfo fubject to many other intolerable Inconveniences.
To remedy which, he immediately fent to Powhatan, to

purchafe the Place, called Powhatan. The Conditions of

their Agreement were thefe : That the EngUJh fliould de-
fend him againft the Manakins : That he fhould refign to

them the Fort and the Houfes, with all that Counoy, for a

Pro-
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Proportion of Copper : That all Thieves fhould be fent
.

1609.

thither, to receive their Punifhment : That every Houfe, v v *

as a Cuftom, fhould pay the Prcfident a Bufhel of Corn, gjjjj*
for an Inch fquare of Copper, and a certain Quantity of

rocones to King James, for their Protedion : and, That

they fhould barter, what elfe they could fpare, at their beft

Difcrction. But Captain Wefts Company depended fo

much on the Lord General's new Commiflion, that they

regarded no Perfon or thing. And fuppofing, the Manor

kins' Country reached to the Soutb-Sea, and was all Gold,

they pleafed themfelves with the vain Conceit, that it was

entirely under their Power and Command, and that none

fnould go thither, but whom they pleafed. They therefore

rejected the Prefident with Infolence and Contempt. How-
ever he ventured, with five Men, to land among them ;

and committed the Heads of the Mutiny to Prifon, till, by

their Numbers, they obliged him to retire. In making off,

he happily furprifed one of their Boats, with which he re-

turned to the Ship ; and had not the Mariners proved very

tradable and faithful to him, he had fmall Means and little

Probability of efcaping their Fury.

The Indians alfo came to him; complaining, that he

had brought them, for Proteclors, worfe Enemies, than

the Manakins themfelves ; that they ftole their Corn, rob-

bed their Gardens, broke open their Houfes, beat them,

and kept feveral in Prifon ; and that, till then, they had

borne all this, out of Love to him, but defired Pardon, if •

hereafter they defended themfelves. They likewife offered

him their Affiftance, and to fight for him againft them, if

he would lead them on. But having fpent nine Days, to

no Purpofe, in endeavouring to reclaim them, he departed

for James-Town. The Ship was no fooner under Sail, but

twelve Indians affaulted thofe hundred and twenty in their

- Fort. And finding many ftraggling abroad in the Woods,
they killed fome, and fo frighted the reft, that their Coun-
trymen in Prifon efcaped, and they went fafely off, with

the Swords and Cloaks of thofe, they had flain. But before

the Ship had failed half a League, fhe grounded ; which

gave the Prefident an Opportunity of fummoning them,

once more, to a Parley. And now he found them fo

amazed with that filly Affault of the Indians, that they

furrendered themfelves, upon any Terms, to his Mercy.

He therefore laid fix or feven of the chief Offenders by the

Heels; and feated the reft at Powhatan, the ftrongeft and

moft pleafant Place, he had feen in the Country ; and for

that Reafon, they called it Nonfuch. Here they had dry

Houfes for Lodgings, near two hundred Acres of Land,

cleared
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1609. cleared and ready for planting, with a Savage Fort, ready
^-V— built, and prettily fortified with Poles and Barks c/lrees

Sdenf
'"&ancl rufficient t0 have defended them againft all the Indians

in the Country. He likewife appeafed the Indians, making
Reftitution and Satisfaction, to eacli Party, for their former
LofTes and Damages.
And now, new Officers being appointed, and the Prefi-

dent ready to depart, juft at that Jnftant arrived Captain

IVeji ; whofe gentle Nature was fo wrought on and abufed,

by Companion for the Prifoners, and the Perfuafions of the

Mutineers, who alledged, they had only done this for his Ho-
nour, that all things were again thrown into Confufion and

Mutiny. But the Prefident^ having no Inclination to con-

tend with Mr. Weft, and little Power to curb their Info-

lence, left them to their Fortunes, and returned to James-,

Town. And foon after they abandoned Nonfuch, and went

back to their firft Settlement at WeJl\-Fort.

But palling down the River, as Captain Smith was

afleep in the Boat, his Powder-bag, by fome Accident, was

fired ; which tore the Fiefh from his Body and Thighs,

nine or ten Inches fquare, in a raoft dreadful Manner. To
quench the Fire, which fryed and tormented him in his

Cloaths, he leaped overboard, and was almoft drowned, be-

fore they could recover him. In this piteous State, he ar-

rived at James-Town ; where Ratcliffe, Archer, and the

reft of their Confederates, were foon to come to their

Trials. But their guilty Confcietir.es mifgiving them, and

feeing the Prefident unable to ftand, and almoft bereft of

his Senfcs by reafon of his Torment, they entered into a

Confpiracy to murder him in his Bed. But his Heart failed

him, who was to have given Fire to the Piftol. And fo,

being difappointed in this Purpofe, they joined together, to

ufurp the Government, and thereby efcape their Punifh-

ment. In the mean time, the Prefident's old Soldiers, be-

ing provoked, beyond all Patience, at their Malice and Se-

dition, flocked to him, and importuned him to give them
but the Word, and they would fetch the Heads of the bold-

eft among them, that durft renft his Commands. Yet he

would not fuffer them to bring the Matter to a civil Broil j

but fent immediately for the Mafters of the Ships, and took
Order with them for his Return to England. For there

"Was neither Chirurgeon nor Chirurr^ery at the Fort ; and
his Wounds were fo grievous, and Torments fo cruel, that;

few expected, he could live. And he likewife highly re-

fented, and was much chagrined, to fee his Authority fupn
preffed, he knew not why j himfelf and his Soldiers to be
rewarded for their paft Labours and Dangers, he knew not

how j
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how j and a new Commiflion granted, to they knew not

whom. And befides, he found himfelf unable to follow his

Buiinds, fupprefs thofe Factions, and range the Country 2^,*"''^

for Provifions, as he before intended. And he well knew,
re 1 en

•

that his own Prefence and Activity were as requifite in thofe

Affairs, as his Advice and Directions. For all which Rea-

f ns, he rcfolved upon leaving the Country, and went pre-

fcntly on board one of the Ships.

Captain Percy had been, for fome time, in a very The Hon.

bad State of Health, and had taken his Paflage in one of the ^OoZ?-
Ships, to go to England. But now, upon Smith's Depar- nor

'

ture, many came about him, and by Intreaties and Per-

fuafions, prevailed with him to ftay, and take upon him the

Government. But there were many others up in Arms,
calling themfelves Presidents and Counfellors ; feveral of

which began now to fawn upon and follicite Smith, to give

up his Commiflion to them. And after much ado, and
many bitter Rcpulfes, that their Ruin and Confufion might
not be attributed to him, for- leaving the Country without

a Commiflion, he permitted it to be ftolen, but never could

be induced to refign it into fuch vile Hands. In which he
feems to have been fomething froward and peevifh. For
iince the old Soldiers, and better Sort of new Comers, had
generally agreed upon Captain Percy for their Governor, a
Perfon every way fit for the Office, except in Point of
Health, it would have been but reafonable in him, to have
endeavoured to confirm him in his Authority, and when
he departed, to have delivered up his Commiflion to him.
And thus, about Michaelmas 1609, Captain Smith left

the Country, never again to fee it. He left behind him
three Ships and feven Boats ; Commodities ready for Trade ;

the Corn newly gathered ; ten Weeks Provifion in the
Store j four hundred ninety and odd Perfons ; twenty four
Pieces of Ordinance ; three hundred Mufkets, with other
Arms and Ammunition, more than fufficient for the Men j
the Indians, their Language, and Habitations, well known
to an hundred trained and expert Soldiers ; Nets for fifhing ;

Tools, of all Sorts, to work ; Apparel, to fupply their

Wants ; fix Mares and a Horfe ; five or fix hundred Hogs ;

as many Hens and Chickens ; with fome Goats, and fome
Sheep. For whatever had been brought, or bred here, ftill

remained. But this feditious and diftracled Rabble, re-

garding not any thing, but from Hand to Mouth, riotoufly

confumed, what there was 5 and took Care for nothing,
but to colour and make out fome Complaints againfl Cap-
tain Smith. For this End, the Ships were ftaid three

Weeks, at a great Charge, till they could produce and

bring
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1609. bring them to bear. But, notwithstanding their perverfe
*—v Humours and unreafonable Clamours, Captain S??iith was
The Pf-n. undoubtedly a Pcrfon of a very great and generous Way of

Ifcj? Gove? thinking, and full of a high Idea of the publick Good and

»or. his Country's Honour. To his Vigor, Induftry, and un-

daunted Spirit and Refolution, the Eftabliftiment and firm

Settlement of this' Colony was certainly owing ; and there-

fore it may not be unacceptable to the Reader, to have

fome farther Account of his Perfon and A&ions. And this

we are enabled to do the more authenticly, as he hath him-

felf, at the Requelt of Sir Robert Cotton, the famous Anti-

quarian, left a brief Relation of his principal Travels and

Adventures.

He was born a Gentleman, to a competent Fortune, at

TVilloughby in Lincohtjhire, in the Year 1579. From his

very Childhood, he had a roving and romantic Fancy, and

was ftrangely fet upon performing fome brave and adven-

turous Atchievement. Accordingly, being about thirteen

Years of Age at School, he fold his Satchel and Books, and

all, he had, to raife Money, in order to go fecretly beyond

Sea. But his Father dying juft at that Time, he was flop-

ped for the prefent, and fell into the Hands of Guardians,

more intent on improving his Eftate, than him. However,

at fifteen, in the Year 1594, he was bound to a Merchant

at Lynne, the moft confiderable Trader in thofe Parts.

But becaufc he would not fend him immediately to Sea, he

found Means, in the Train of Mr. Peregrine Berty, fecond

Son to the Lord Willoughby, to pafs into France. Here,

and in the Low-Countries, he firfl learnt the Rudiments of

War ; to which Profeflion he was led, by a ftrong Propen-

fity of Genius. He was afterwards carried into Scotland,

with dclufive Hopes, from a Scottijb Gentleman, 'of being

effectually recommended to King James. But foon find-

ing himfelf bafHed in his Expectations, he returned to JVil-

loiighby, his native Place ; where meeting with no Compa-

ny, agreeable to his Way of thinking, he retired into a

Wood, at a good Diftance from any Town, and there

built himfelf a Pavilion of Boughs, and was wholly em-

ployed, in fludying fome Treatifes of the Art of War,
and in the Exercife of his Horfe and Lance. But his

Friends, being concerned at fuch a whimfical Turn of

Mind, prevailed with an Italian Gentleman, Rider to the

Earl of Lincoln, to inhnuate himfelf into his Acquaintance;
and as he was an expert Horfeman, and his Talent and Stu-

dies lay the fame Way with Mr. Smith's, he drew him from
Jiis f) Ivan Retirement, to fpend fyme time with him at

Tetter/all.

But;
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But Smith's reftlefs Genius foon hurried him again into

Flanders ; where lamenting to fee fuch Effufion of Chnftian

Blood, he rcfolved to try his Fortune againft geJT«f*f.

In order to this, he paffed through France, with Variety

of Adventure and Misfortune, in which he always mewed

a high and martial Spirit. At Marfeilles he embarked for

Italy But the Ship meeting with much foul Weather, a

Rabble of Pilgrims, on board, hourly curfed him for a Hu-

cronot, railed at Queen Elizabeth and his whole Nation,

andfwore, they mould never have fair Weather, as long

as he was in the Ship. At laft, the Palnons of thefe pious

Chriftians rofe fo high, that they threw him overboard ;

trufting, we may fuppofe, in the Merit and Supererogation

of that holy Pilgrimage, to expiate the trifling Offence and

Peccadillo of Murder. However, Smith, by the Divine

Affiftance, got fafe to a fmall uninhabited Ifland, againft

Nice in Savoy. From thence he was, the next Day, taken

off by a French Rover, who treated him very kindly, and

with whom he therefore made the Tour of the wnole Me-

diterranean, both on ^Mahometan and the Chrifhan Coafts.

At length, after a defperate Battle, having taken a very

rich Venetian Ship, the generous Frenchman fet him afhore,

with his Share of the Prize ;
amounting to five hundred be-

queens in Specie, and a Box of rich Commodities, worth

near as much more. And now out of Cunofity ranging

all the Regions and Principalities of Italy, he at laft went

to Vienna, and entered himfelf a Gentleman Volunteer, in

Count MeldritcVs Regiment, againft the Turk.

He had not been long in the Chriltian Army, before he

was diftinguifhed for a Man of great perfonal Bravery ; and

in the Sieges of Olumpagh and Alba-Regalis, he was the

Author of fome Stratagems, which (hewed a happy Talent

for War, and did fignal Service to the Chriftian Caufe. H.e

was thereupon immediately advanced to the Command of a

Troop of Horfe ; and was, foon after, made Serjeant Ma-

jor of the Regiment, a Poft, at that Time, next to the

Lieutenant Colonel. But Count Mcldritch, a Tranfilvanian

Nobleman by Birth, afterwards paffed with his Regiment,

out of the Imperial Service, into that of his natural Prince,

Sigjfmond Bathori, Duke of Tranfihania. And here, en-

deavouring to recover fome patrimonial Lord/hips, then in

the Poffefllon of the Turk, he laid Siege to a.ftrong Town,

chiefly inhabited by Renegados and Banditti. Whilft their

Works were advancing flowly, and with great Difficulty,

a Turkijh Officer iffued forth of the Town, and challenged

any Chriftian,' of the Dignity of a Captain, to a Angle

Combat. Many were eager of the Honour of humbling
this
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this haughty MufTelman ; but it was at laft decided, by Lot,
in Favour of Captain Smith. Accordingly, the Ramparts
of the Town being filled with fair Dames and Men in Arms
and the Chriftian Army drawn up in Battalia, the Comba-
tants entered the Field, well mounted and richly armed to

the Sound of Hautboys and Trumpets ; where, at the firft

Encounter, Smith bore the Turk dead to the Ground, and

went off triumphantly with his Head. But the Infidel Gar-

xifon being enraged at this, he afterwards engaged two o-

ther Officers ; and being a great Mafter of his Arms, and

the Management of his Horfe, he carried off their Heads,

in the fame Manner. After which, being attended with a

Guard of fix thoufand Men, with the three Turkijh Horfes

led before him, and before each a Turk's Head upon a

Spear, he was conducted to the General's Pavilion ; who

received him with open Arms, and prefented him with a

fine Horfe, richly caparifoned, and with a Scimitar and

Belt, worth three hundred Ducats.- Soon after, the Duke

himfelf, coming to view his Army, gave him his Picture,

fet in Gold ; fettled three hundred Ducats upon him, as a

Yearly Penfion ; and iflued his Letters patent of Noblefle^

giving him three Turks Heads, in a Shield, for his Arms

;

which Coat he ever afterwards bore, and it was admitted

and recorded in the Herald's Office in England, by Sir WiU

liam Segar, Garter, principal King at Arms.
But foon after, the Duke of Tranjilvania was deprived

of his Dominions by the Emperor ; and Smith, at the fatal

Battle of Rottenton, in the Year 1602, was left upon the

Field, among the dreadful Carnage of Chriftians, as dead.

But the Pillagers, perceiving Life in him, and judging by

the Richnefs of his Habit and Armour, that his Ranfom

might be confiderable, took great Pains to recover him.

After that, he was publickly fold, among the other Prifo-

riers ; and was bought by a Bafhaw, who fent him to Con-

Jiantinople, as a Prefent to his Miftrefs, Charatza Traga-

bigzanda, a beautiful young Tartarian Lady. Smith was

then twenty three Years of Age, in the Bloom of Life,

and, as it feems, of a very handfome Perfon. For this

young Lady was fo moved with Companion, or rather

Love, for him, that flie treated him with the utmoft Ten-
dernefs and Regard. And to prevent his being ill ufed, or

fold, by her Mother, me fent him into Tartary, to her

Brother, who was Timor Eafhaw of Nalbrits, on the Pa-
lus Ma-otis. Here, fhe intended, he mould ftay, to learn

the Language, together with the Manners and Religion of

the Turks, till Time mould make her Miftrefs of herfelf.
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B u t the Bafhaw, fufpecting fomething of the Matter,

from the affectionate Expreflions, with which {he recom-
/

mended and preffed his good Ufage, only treated Smith

with the greater Cruelty and Inhumanity. Smith's high

Spirit, raifed alfo by a Confcioufnefs of Tragabigzanda's

Paflion, could but ill brook this harm Treatment. At laft,.

being one Day threfhing alone, at a Grange above a League

from the Houfe, the Timor came, and took Occafion, fo

to kick, fpurn, and revile him, that forgetting all Reafon,

Smith beat out his Brains, with his threfhing Bat. Then
reflecting upon his defperate State, he hid the Body under

the Straw, filled his Knapfack with Corn, put on the Ti-
mor's Cloaths, and mounting his Horfe, fled into the De-
ferts of Circaffia. After two or three Days fearful Wan-
dering, he happened, providentially, on the Caftragan, or

great Road, that leads into Mufcovy. Following this, for

fixteen Days, with infinite Dread and Fatigue, he at laft

arrived at a Mufcovite Garrifon, on the Frontiers. Here
he was kindly entertained and prefented, as alfo at all the

Places, through which he pafTed. Having travelled through
Siberia, Mufcovy, . Tranfilvania, and the Midft of Europe,

he at length found his old Friend and gracious Patron, the

Duke of Tranfdvaniai at Leipfick, together with Count
Meldritch, his Colonel. Having fpent fome time with them,
the Duke, at his Departure, gave him a Pafs, intimating

the Services, he had done, and the Honours, he had re-

ceived ; prefenting him, at the fame Time, with fifteen

hundred Ducats of Gold, to repair his LofTes. And altho*

he was now intent on returning to his native Country, yet

being furnifhed with this Money, he fpent fome time, in

travelling through the principal Cities and Provinces of Ger-
many, France, and Spain. From the laft, being led by
the Rumour of Wars, he paffed over into Africa, and vi-

fited the Court of Morocco. Having viewed many of the
Places andCuriofities of Barbary, he at laft returned, through
France, to England ; and in his Paffage in a French Galley,

they had a moft defperate Engagement, for two or three

Days together, with two Spanijh Men of War. In En-
gland, all things were ftill, and in the moft profound Peace ;

fo that, there was no Room or Profpect for a Perfon of his

active and warlike Genius. And therefore, having fpent

fome time, in an idle and uneafy State., he willingly em-
barked himfelf with Captain Gofnold, in the Project of fet-

tling Colonies in America, and came to Virginia.

H I s Conduct here hath been fufficiently related ; and I

fhall finifh his Character, with the Teftimonies of fome of

his Soldiers and Fellow-Adventurers, They own him to

have
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have made Juftice his firft Guide, and Experience his fe-

cond : That he was ever fruitful in Expedients, to provide

for the People under his Command, whom he would never

fuffer to want any thing, he either had, or could procure •

That he rather chofe to lead, than fend his Soldiers into

Danger ; and upon r.ll hazardous or fatiguing Expeditions

always fhared every thing equally with his Company, and

never defired any of them, to do or undergo any thing, that

lie was not ready, to do or undergo himfelf : That he hated

Bafenefs, Sloth, Pride, and Indignity, more than any Dan-

ger : That he would fuffer Want, rather than borrow;

and ftarve, fooner than not pay : That he loved Action,

more than Words ; and hated Falfhood and Covetoufnefs,

Worfe than Death : and, That his Adventures gave Life and

Subfiftency to the Colony, and his Lofs was their Ruin and

Deftrudtion. They confefs, that there were many Cap-

tains in that Age (as there are indeed in all Ages) who were

fio Soldiers ; but that Captain Smith was a Soldier, of the

true old Engiijb Stamp, who fought, not for Gain or

empty Praife, but for his Country's Honour and the pub-

lick Good : That his Wit, Courage, and Succefs here,

v/ere worthy of eternal Memory : That "by the mere Force

of his Virtue and Courage, he awed the Indian Kings, and

made them fubmit, and bring Prefents : That, notwith-

Jlanding fuch a ftern and invincible Refolution, there was

feidom feen a milder and more tender Heart, than his was

:

That he had nothing in him counterfeit or fly, but was

open, honeft, and fincere : and, That they never knew a

Soldier, before him, fo free from thofe military Vices, of

Wine, Tobacco, Debts, Dice, and Oaths.

From this Account of Captain Smith, extracted from

his own Writings and the Teftimony of his Contempora-

ries and Acquaintance, it will be eafily feen, that he was

a Soldier of Fortune, who had run through great Variety

cf Life and Adventure. And indeed he was fo famous for

this in his own Age, that he lived to fee himfelf brought

upon the Stage, and the chief Dangers, and mofl intereft-

ing PaiTages of his Life, racked, as he complains, and mif-

reprefented in low Tragedies. I cannot therefore forbear

tranfiently obferving Oldmixon's Miftake, who fays, that

the Company took him into their Service, becaufe he was

a noted Seaman, and famed for his Experience in maritime

Affairs. But to remark all the Errors of our Hiftorians,

but moft efpecially of Oldmixon, the weakeft, mofl idle,

and erroneous of all others, would be an infinite Work,
and too often interrupt and break the Thread of my Nar-
ration. I hope therefore, the courteous Reader will be fa-

tisnei
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tisfied with this fhort Caution and Animadverfion, once for l6o9-

all. For to fpcak the Truth ingenuoufly, I had rather
v~~v *

find out and correct one Miftake in my own, than expofe

and ridicule twenty Blunders in the Hiftcries of others. But
to return to the Affairs of Virginia.

I T hath been before faid, that the Admiral-Ship, with John Smith

Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Somen, and Captain Newport Present,

on board, was feparated from the reft of the Fleet in a Storm.

She was fo racked and torn by the violent Working of the

Sea, and became fo mattered and leaky, that the Water
rofe in the Hold above two Tire of Hogfheads ; and they

were obliged to ftand up to their Middles, with Kettles,

Buckets, and other Veffels, to bail it out. And thus they

bailed and pumped, . three Days and Nights, without Inter-

miflion ; and yet the Water feemed rather to gain upon
them, than decreafe* At laft$ all being utterly fpent with
Labour, and feeing no Hope, in Man's Apprehenlioh, but

of prefently finking, they refolved to Ihut up the Hatches,

and to commit themfelves to the Mercy of the Sea and
God's good Providence. In this dangerous and defperate.

State, fome, who had good and comfortable Waters, fetched

them, and drank to one another, as taking their laft Leaves,
till a more happy and joyful Meeting in the other World.
But it pleafed God, in his moft gracious Providence, fo to!

guide their Ship, to her beft Advantage, that they were
all preferved, and came fafe to Shore.

For Sir George Somers had fat, all this Time, upon the
Poop, fcarce allowing himftlf Leifure, either to eat or
{Let p, cunning the Ship, and keeping her upright, or {he

mult, otherwife, long before this, have foundered. As
he there fat, locking wifhfully about, he moft happily and!

unexpectedly defcried Land. This welcome News, as if*

it had been a Voice from Heaven, hurried them all above
Hatches, to fee, what they could fcarce believe. But there-

by, improvidently forfaking their Work, they gave fuch anf

Advantage to their greedy Enemy, the Sea, that they were
very nigh being fwallowed up. But none were now to be
urged, to do his beft. Altho' they knew it to be Bermu-
das, a Place then dreaded and fhunntd by all Men, yet
they fpread all the Sail, and did every thing elfe, in their

Power, to reach the Land. It was not long, before the
Ship ftruck upon a Rock ; but a Surge of the Sea caft her
from thence, and fo from one to another, till fhe was moft
luckily thrown up between two, as upright, as if fhe had
been on" the Stocks. And now the Danger was, left the
BiHuws, overtaking her, fhoula,- in an IrilLr.'t, have' dafhe'd

#ixt Barreled her to Pieces. But all on' a fudden;< the Wind
t lay;
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mazementy arrived in Safety, without the Lofs of a Man,

altho' more than a League from the Shore.

How thefe Iflancis came by the Name of Bermudas, is

not certainly agreed. Some fay, that they were fo named

after Job?? Ber??iuda%, a Spaniard, who firft difcovered them,

about the Year 1522. Others report, that a Spanijh Ship,

Called the Bermudas, was caft away upon them, as me wa»

carrying Hogs to the Weft-Indies, which fwam afhore, and

increafed to incredible Numbers; But they had been, ia

all Times before, infamous and terrible to Mariners, for

the Wreck of many Spanijb, Dutch, and French Veffels.

They were therefore, with the ufual Elegance of the Sea

Stile, by many called the Jjle ofDevils ; and were efteemed

the Hell or Purgatory of Seamen, the moft dangerous, un-

fortunate,' and forlorn Place in the World.

But the fafe Arrival of this Company was not more

Grange arid providential, than their Feeding and Support

•was beyond all their Hopes or Expectation. For they found

It the richeft, pleafanteft, and moft healthful Place, they

hA ever feen. Being fafe on Shore, they difpol'ed them-

fdves, fome to fearch the Hands for Food and Water, and

others to get afhore, what they could, from the Ship. Sir

George So??iers had not ranged far,- before he found fuch a

Fifhery, that, in half an Hour, he took, with a Hook and

Line, as many, as fuffieed the whole Company. In fome

Places, they were fo thick in the Coves, and fo big, that

they were afraid to venture in amongft them j and Sir

George Somers caught one,- that had before carried off two

of his Hooks,* fo large, that it would have pulled him into

the Sea, had not his Men got hold of him. Two of thofc

Rock-fifh would have loaded a Man ; neither could any

where be found, fatter, or more excellent Fifh, than they

were. Befides,- there were infinite Numbers of Mullets^

Pilchards, and other fmall Fry ; and by making a Fire in

the Night, they would take vaft Quantities of large Craw-

fifh. As for Hogs, they found them in that Abundance,

that, at their firft Hunting, they killed thirty two. And
there were likewife Multitudes of excellentBirds,' in their Sea*

fons ; and the greateft Facility,- fo make their Cabbins with

Palmeta Leaves.- This caufed them to live in fuch Plenty,-

lEafe* and Comfort, that many forgot all other Places, and

jicver defired to return from, thence,-

ft
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In the mean while, the Thoughts of the two Knights l6c9-

were bufily employed, how to proceed, in this defperate
v—ST—

State of their Affairs. At laft, it was refolved, to deck ™e *^
the Long-boat with the Ship's Hatches, and to fend Mr. ^f^Goynm
Raven, a ftout and able Mariner, with eight more in her, nor,

to Virginia ; to get Shipping from thence, to fetch them
away. But fhe was never more heard of ; and fuch was
the Malice, Envy, and Ambition of fomeji that, notwith-

ftanding Sir George Somen's eminent Services,' there arofe

great Differences between the Commanders. So that, as

if, according to the Obfervation of a Spanijh Author, the
Air of America was infectious, and inclined Mens Minds to

Wrangling and ' Contention, they lived afunder, in the
Height of this their Calamity," rather like mere Strangers,

than diftreffed Friends. But the fevefal Parties, each re-

folved upon building a Veflel. In the mean while, two
Children were born. The Boy was called Bermudas, and i6i<$»

the Girl Bermuda ; and in the Midft of all their Sorrows,
they had a merry Englifo Wedding. But the two Cedar
Ships being, at length, finimed, and rigged with what they
iaved from the Sea-Venture^ they calked them, and paid
the Seams with Lime and Turtle's Oyl, inftead of Pitch
and Tar; which quickly became dry, and as hard as a
Stone. Sir George Somen had no Iron in his Bark, except
one Bolt in the Keel. Arid now, their Provifions being
laid in, and all Things in Readinefs, after about Nine
Months Abode there; they fet Sail,' on the ioth of May}
1610. They left behind them two Men, Chriftopher Car-
ter r.nd Edward Waters ; who, for their Offences,' fled

into the Woods, and defired, rather there to end their

Days, than to ftand to the Event of Juftice. For one of
their Accomplices had been fhot to Death, and Wdtcrs was?
actually tied to a Tree to be executed ; but he had, by
Chance, a Knife about him,' With which he feCretly cut
the Rope, and ran into the Woods. There alfo came from
England with them two Indians, named Namontack and?

Macbumps. But, upon fome DifferenCe,:
' Machumps flew

Namontack ; and having made a Hole to bury him, becaufe
it was too fhort, he cut off his Legs," and lard them by him.
Neither was the Muidfir ever difcovered, before he got to'

Virginia.

W HiLsf thefe Thing* were paflirig in Bermudas, the
Cclony in Virginia was reduced to the Utmofl Mtftry arid:

Dnlrefs. Captain Percy, their Governor, was fo fick and
"jveak the whole Time,' that he could neither go n'oY ftand,

Wherefore he Could not keep up his Authority with fuch a
Citrous Crew,- nor a& wftn that Vigor and Induftry, zg



1 16 The History c/VIRGINIA. Book III,

1610. might juftly have been expected from him. Captain Mc

V turned to "James-Town. For the Indians no fooner under-

ftood, that Smith was gone, but they revolted, and fpoiled

and murdered all, they met. And now they had twenty

Prefidents, with all their Appurtenances of Parafites and

Profufion. They laviihly fpent the Provifions, fent from

England in the laft Ships j which, however, were fo badj

and fo infufKcient in Proportion, that the poor Lmifliing

People, in the Bitternefs of their Heart, poured forth, the

whole Time, the melt dreadful Curfes and Execrations a-

gainft Sir Thomas Smith, the Treafurer. And they were

therefore foon obliged, to depend wholly, cn what Captain

Smith left ; which he had provided, only to ferve his own

Company for fome Time, with Intention, afterwards to

lay in a much larger Stock. But before thefe Provifion*

were quite confumed, Captain Weft and Captain Ratclifet

each with a fmall Ship, and thirty or forty Men well ap-

pointed, went abroad to trade. Ratcliffe, upon Confidence

of Powhatan's, fair Profeflions, was flain, with thirty others*

as carelcfs as himfelf. Only one Man of the Company

efcaped ; and Pocahontas faved a Boy, one Henry Spilman,

who lived for many Years, by her Means, among the Pa'

towmacks. But Powhatan, ftiU as he found Opportunity,

cut off their Boats, and denied them Trade j fo that Cap-4

tain Weft failed off in his Ship to England.

And now, they were all deeply fenfible of the Lofs of

Captain Smith. Even his bittereft EnemicsT and greattft

Maligners, would curfe their Deftiny for his Departure*

Inftead of Corn and Contribution from the Indians^ which

his Induftry and Authority ftill wrefted from them, they

had nothing but Scoffs and mortal Wounds. And as for

their Hogs, Sheep, Goats, Hens, and other Animals, their

riotous Commanders, and the Indians, daily confumed and

deftroyed them. So that they traded away their Swords,

Firelocks, and any thing elfe, they had, with the Indians ;

who were thereby enabled, the more eafily, often to em-

brue their cruel Hands in their Blood. Thofe, who had

Startch, made no little Ufe of it, in this Extremity ; and

the very Skins of their Horfes were prepared, by ftewing

and hafhing, into dainty and welcome Food. Nay, fo great

was the Famine, that the poorer Sort took up an Indian
that had been flain and buried, and eat him ; and fo did fe-«

veral others, one another, that died, boiled and ftewed
with Roots and Herbs. And one, among the reft, killed

his Wife, powdered her up, and had eaten Part of herJ

before*
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before it was difcoVered ; for which he was, afterwards, de-

fervedly executed. In Ihort, fo extremewas the Famine ar.d

Diftrefs of this Time, that it was, for many Years after, Thc H n -

diftinguifhed and remembered, by the Name of the Star- E^G^ver-
ving Time. And by thefe means, of near five hundred nor.'

Perfons, left by Captain Smith at his Departure, within

fix Months, there remained not above fixty, Men, Wo-
men, and Children ; and thefe muft poor and miferable

Creatures, preferved, for the molt part, by Roots, Herbs,

Acorns, Walnuts, Berries, and now and then a little Fim.
Neither was it poflible for them, to have held out ten Days
longer, without being all utterly extinct and familhed with
Hunger.

In this calamitous State, did Sir Thomas Gates and Sir $\ r Thmat
George Somers find the Colony, at their Arrival, cn the Gates, Go*

24th of May. Thefe two noble Knights, being utter
vernur*

Strangers to their AfFirs, could understand nothing of the

Caufe and Reaf,n of thefe Miferies, but by Conjecture from
their Clamours and Complaints, either accufing, or excu»
fing one another. They therefore embarked them all, in

the beft manner, they could, and fet Sail for England. At
their Departure, many were importunate to burn the Houfes
and Fort at "Jantes -Town. But God, who did net intend,

that this excellent Country mould be fo abandoned, put it

into the Heart of Sir Thomas Gates, to fave the Town and,

Fortifications. For having fallen down to Hog-IJland, and
thence to Mulberry-Point, they defcried the Long-boat of

the Lord Delawarr j who, being then Captain-General of

Virginia, a Title ever after given to our Governors in chief,

Came up with three Ships, exceedingly well furnimed with

all NecefTaries, and returned them b~ck to 'James-Town.

His Lordmip arrived the 9th of June, accompanied with J*^
Sir Ferdinando JVaynman, General of the Horfe, (who foon vtmo't.

after died here) Captain Holcroft, and divers other Gentle-

men of Figure. The 10th he came up with his Fleet,

went afhore, heard a Sermon, read his Commimon, and
entered into Confultation about the Affairs of the Colony.

Then he made a fhort Speech to the Company, juftly

blaming them for their Pride, Vanity, and Sloth, and earn-

eftly entreating them to amend their Ways, left he fhould

be compelled to draw the Sword of Juftice, and cut off fuch

Delinquents ; which, he profeifed, he had much rather

draw, tj the ihedding his own vital Blood, in their Caufe
and Defence. He alio conftituted proper Officers of alt

Kinds, and allotted every Man his particular Place and Bu-
finefs. This Oration was received with a general Applaufe j

and you might; foon fee thc idle and refty Humours of a dr-

fidtfd Multitude, by thc Splendor, Unity, arid Authority of
I 1 tjiix
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1610. this Government, fubftantially healed. Captain Martin,
v—v

—

J was removed from the Council, for his weak, cruel, and
Ln-d D.ia- diforderly Behaviour; and thofe, who knew not the Path

fenTor.
°" £o Goodnefs before, would now chalk it out to' their Fel-

lows, endeavouring to outftrip each other in Diligence and

Induftry. The French prepared to plant the Vines; the

Engltjh laboured in the Woods and Grounds ; and every

Man knew his particular Bufinefs and Vocation, which he

followed vvjth Alacrity and Pleafure.

But altho' his Lordfhip's Stores were very plentiful for

his own Company, yet were they far from being enough to

Suffice the whole Colony. For it was computed, that all

the Provifion, landed from England^ the whole firft three

years, was not fufficient to have ferved the People, ac-

cording to their Numbers, fix Months. Underftanding

therefore, what Plenty there was of Hogs and other good

Proviiions in Bermiidas, he determined to fend thither for a

fufficient Supply. Whereupon Sir George Somers> who, by

his Diligence in ranging thofe Iflands, was beft acquainted

with the Place, and whofe generous Mind ever regarded the

publick Good, more than his own private Ends, altho' of

above threescore Years of Age, and of a Fortune in En-

gland fuitable to his Rank and Quality, yet offered his Ser-

vice to perform this dangerous Voyage to thofe rocky and

unfortunate Iflands ; and he promifed with God's Affiftance,

jfoon to return, with fix Months Provifion of Flefh. On

the 19th of June, he embarked, in his own Cedar Veflel,

of thirty Tons ; and Captain Samuel Argall was alfo fent

with him, in another fmall Bark. But Captain Argall was

foon forced back, by Strefs of Weather ; and was fent, by

the Lord Governor, to Patowmack River, to trade for Corn.

He there found the Englij}) Boy, Henry Spilman, preferved

by Pocahontas and thofe Indians, from the Fury of Powha-

tan. He was a young Gentleman, well defcended ; and,

by his Acquaintance and Help, Captain Argall received fucH

good Ufage from that kind People, that his Veffel was foon

freighted with Corn, with which he returned to James-

Town. Bui Sir George Somers ftruggled long with foul

Weather and contrary Winds ; and was at laft forced to the

Northern Parts of the Continent, where he refrefhed him-

self and his Men on the unknown Coaft. But departing

thence again, he at length arrived fafe at Bermudas. ; Ufing

too much Diligence and Pains in difpatching his Bufincfs,

and the Strength of his Body notanfwering the ever memo-
rable Vigor of his Mind, having lived long in honourable
Employments, much beloved, and highly efteemed, thro'

fcis whole Life, Nature at ku; could no longer fupport the

JSurthe*.
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Burthen, but funk under his too great Labour and Fatigue. i«io.

Finding his Time but fhert, after having made a proper v—«v

—

Difpofition of hisEftate, he called them together, and like Lcri

a valiant Captain and worthy Patriot, exhorted them to be™£
z^

true and conftant to thofe Plantations, and with all Expedi-

tion and Diligence, to return to Virginia.

Thus died this virtuous and honourable Knight, in the

very Place, where they afterwards built a Town, from him

called St. Georges ; and the Ifl.nds themfelves have ever

fince borne the Name of the Somerrjjknds, in Honour to

his Memory. But Captain Matthew Somers, his Nephew,

and all his Men, were in fuch Grief and Confirmation at

his Death, and were fo heedlcfs and unconcerned for the

Colony, that they utterly neglected his dying Inftructions,

to return to Virginia. For having buried his Heart and En-

trails, and erected a Crofs over the Place ; they embalmed

his Body, and fet Sail with it, in his Cedar Ship, for En-

gland. Arriving fafe at Whitchurch in Dorfctfhire, he was

there honourably enterred, with many Voflies of Shot, and

the Rites of a Soldier. But the Crofs. was accidentally

found, nine Years after, in a Bye-place, overgrown with

Bufhes, by Captain Nathaniel Butler, then Governor of

jthofe Iflands. Refolving to have a better Memorial of fe>

worthy a Soldier, and finding a large Marble Stone, brought

from England, he caufed it to be handfomely wrought by

Mafons, and laid over the Place ; engraving an Epitaph,

agreeable to the Tafte and Manner of the Times, and en-

vironing the whole with a fquare Wall of hewn Stone,

But I underftand, that this Monument is now utterly ob-

literated, and the Place quite forgot and unknown in that

Country.
Upon this Occafion, there alfo happened a very hu-

mourous Circumftance. Carter and Waters had been left

here, when the reft went to Virginia, as hath been faid.

And' now, by Carter's Perfuafions, Waters was ftill ftaid,

and one Edtvard Chard pined himfelf to them. This Vef-

fel once out of Sight, thefe three Lords and fole Inhabit

tants of all thofe Iflands, began to ereft their little Com-
monwealth, with equal Power and brotherly Regency,

building a Houfe, preparing the Ground, planting tljeir

Corn, and fuch Seeds and Fruits, as they had, and pro-

viding other Neceflliries and Conveniences. Then making

Search among the Crevices and Corners of thofe craggy

Rocks, what the Ocean, from the World's Creation, had

thrown up among them, befides divers fmaller Pieces, they

happened upon the largeft Block of Ambergreafe, that had!

«ver been feen or heard pf, in one Lump* It weighed
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1610. fourfcore Pounds ; and is faid, itfelf alone, befides the others
*—v~—J to have been then worth nine or ten thoufand Pounds. And*

j££
Dq' now beino rich

»
th7 Srew fo re% and ambitious, that

T.mor. ." triefe three forlorn Men, above three thoufand Miles from

their native Country, and with little Probability of ever

feeing it again, fell out for the Superiority and Rule. And
their Competition and Quarrel grew fo high, that Chari

and Waters, being of the greateft Spirit, had appointed to

decide the Matter in the Field. But Carter wifely ftole

their Arms ; chufing rather, to bear with fuch troublefome

Rivals, than, by being rid of them
?

to live alone. So

doubtful a Good are Riches, and fo prepofterous a Thing

the Mind of Man !

In the mean v/hile, the Lord Delawarr, in Virginia.

built two Forts at Kicqactan j and called one, Fort Hen-

ry, the other, Fort Charles. They ftood cn a pleafant

Plain, near a little River, which they named Southampton

River, in a wholefome Air, having plenty of Springs, and

commanding a large Circuit of Ground, which contained

Wood, Pafture, and Marfh, with fit Places for Vines
?

Corn, ' and Gardens. Here it was intended, that thofe,

who came from England, fhould be quartered at their firft

Landing, that the Wearifomenefs and Naufea of the Sea

might be refrefhed, in this pleafant Situation, and whole-

fome Air. Sir TJyomas Gates he fent to England ; and Cap-

tain Percy, with Mr. Stacy and fifty or threefcore good

Shot, was difpatched to revenge fome Injuries of the Paf-

pabeys. But thofe Indians flying, - they burnt their Houfes,

and took the Queen and her Children Prifoners, whom not

long after they flew. So much was the Government alrea-

dy altered from the Clemency of Smith's Adminiftration.

who never did, nor would have been permitted, to filed

the leaft Drop of Indian Blood, by Way of Punifhment;

but was obliged to fupnly the Want of fufficient Vigor and

Power in his Authority, by his own Activity, Induftry,

Art, and CircumfpecStion.

Some time after, as my Lord Delawarr was at the

Falls, the Indians affaultcd his Troops, and killed three or

four of his Men. But his Lordfhip had now been long fick.

Immediately upon his Arrival, he was feized wirh an Ague,
which, being pat by for the prefent, foon returned with

greater Violence than ever ; and he began to be diftempered!

with other grievous Sicknefles: He was firft afiailed by the

Fhix, then by the Cramp, and after that by the Gout;
all which reduced him to fo weak and low a State, that,
being unable to ftir, it brought upon him the Scurvy-!
Trie,-- ore, by the Advice of his Friends, on the 28th of

MarcH
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Mcinb, he fhipped himfelf, with Dr. Bohun and Captain

Argall, for Mevis ill the Weft-Indies, an Ifland, at that

time, famous for wholefome Baths. At his Departure, he The Han.

committed the Colony to the Charge of Captain Percy, 'till z:^gJkx~
the Arrival of Sir Thomas Dale. And he left behind about nor.

two hundred Perfons, mofr. of them in good Health, and

well provided with Victuals, and the Natives, to all out-

ward Appearance, tractable and friendly. But being croffed,

by Southerly Winds, they were obliged to fhape their Courfe

to the WeJlern-JJlands ; where his Lordfhip met with much'
Relief from Oranges and Lemons, a fovereign Remedy for

that Diforder. However he was advifed, not to hazard

himfelf back to Virginia yet, but to return to England, for

the perfect Recovery of his Health.

The Council in England were, all this while, ftill ea-

ger after fome immediate Profit. Therefore, finding the

Smalnefs of the Return by thofe Ships, which had carried

the laft Supply, they entered into ferious Confultation, whe-
ther it were better, to come into a new Contribution, or in

time to abandon the Country, and give over the Enterprife.

Wherefore, upon the Arrival of Sir Thomas Gates, they
adjured him to deal plainly with them ; and he, with a
folemn and facred Oath, gave them a full Account of the

State and Profpecl of Things. And he told them, that all

Men knew, they lay at the Mercy of politic Princes and
States ; who, for their own proper Utility, devifed all Me-
thods to grind their Merchants, and, on any Pretence, to

confifcate their Goods, and draw from them all Manner of
Gain ; whereas Virginia, in a few Years, might furnifh,

all their Wants, with Honour and Security. But, by this

time, fome of the Adventurers were become fufpicious of
the Treafurer's Faimefs in the Carriage and Management
of the Bufinefs. To which the Lord Delawarr's Return
added a farther Damp and Difcouragement, and bred fucti

a Coldnefs and Irrefolution in many of them, that they en-

deavoured to withdraw their Payments. Being fued, fome
pleaded in Chancery, upon their Oaths, that the Monies
were not converted to the Ufe intended, but to private

Mens Gains ; and that no Accounts were kept, or at leafl

legally audited and examined. But this was overruled, and
no ways regarded or believed ; and Sir Thomas Smithes In-
tegrity was then thought fo unqueftionable, that they were
obliged to pay their Sums fubferibed. The Lord Delawarr
alfo, being much pleafed with the Country, and cordial in
the Affair, made a publick Oration in the Council ; which
,}ie afterwards publifhed, to allay their Difcontents, and give

Eatisfa&ion to all. And his LordfiJp protefted himfelf wil~
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ifei. ling, to venture his whole Fortune upon the Succefs of the

*—

—

* Entcrprife ; and rather than fo honourable an Action fhould

sir 7>cMfail, to return immediately in Perfon, if they would but
Dale, Go-

feccnj his Endeavours.

But before the Arrival of Lord Delawarr in England,

the Council and Company had difpatched away Sir Thomas

Date, High Marfhal of Virginia, with three Ships, Men,

and Cattle, and with all other Provifions, thought ncceflary

for a Year; which arrived fafe, the ioth of May, 1611.

Sir Thomas found the People again falling into their former

Eftate of Penury and Want. For they were fo improvi-

dent, as not to put Corn into the Ground, but trufted

wholly to the Store, then furnifhed with only three Month*

Provifions. His firk Care, therefore, was to employ all

Hands in planting Corn at the two Forts at Kicquotan ; and

the Seafon being then not fully part, they had an indifferent

Crop of good Corn. And having taken Order for this Bu-

fincfs, and committed the Care of it to his Under-Officers,

he hailed back to Ja?nes-Toivn ; where he found raoft of the

Company, at their daily and ufual Work, bowling in the

Streets. But he foon employed them about things more

neceflary ; as felling Timber, and repairing their Ho'ufcs,

ready to fall on their Pleads. He likewife kt many to pro-

viding Pales, Pofts, and Rails, to empale the new Town,

he parpofed to build ; but being yet unacquainted with the

{Country, he had not refolved, where to feat it. He there-

lore fpent fome time, with an hundred Men, in viewing

the River of Nanfamond, in Defpight of the Indians, at that

time their Enemies. And then he examined James River,

vp to the Falls ; and at length pitched upon a Place for his

new Town, on the Narrow of Fjtrrar\ Ifland, in Vanna
Keck, upon a high Land, nearly invironed by the main

River.

But be found it no eafy Matter, to reduce his turbulent

inJ fedttious People to good Order. About this time, Sir

Thomas Smith fent over a printed Book of Articles and Laws,

chiefly tranflatcd from the martial Laws of the Low Court'

tries. Thefe were very bloody and fever,e, and no ways

agreeable to a free People and the Britijh Conftitution

»

neither had they any Sanclion or Authority from the Coun-r

til and Company in England. However, Sir Thomas Dakx

being fadly troubled and peftered with the mutinous Hu-
mours cf the People, cauted them to be publtlhed, ana

put into Execution with the utmoir. Rigor. And altho* the

Manner was harlh and unufual to Englijhman, yet had not

thefe military Laws been fo flrictly executed at this time,i

there were lilile Hopes, pr Probability of preventing the ut-J

• • is*
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ter Subverfion of the Colony. For, this Summer, one

Webb and one Price entered into a Plot againft the Go-
vernment ; which was, foon after, followed by a more dan-

^
r

f

gerous Confpiracy of "Jeffrey Abbot. This Jbbot had ferved
TCTn^

long as a Soldier, both in Ireland and the Netherlands, and

was here Serjeant of Captain Smith's Company ; who de-

clares, that he never knew in Virginia, a more able Soldier,

lefs turbulent, of a better Wit, more hardy and induftri-

ous, or more forward to cut off thofe, who endeavoured to

abandon the Country, or wrong the Colony. But from

what Caufe foever his Difcontents arofe, whether he refent-

ed his being neglected and unrewarded, and having others

put over his Head and preferred before him, or whether

there was any other Reafon of his Diffatisfadtion, it is cer-

tain, that this Man, who never received any Reward for

his long Services and Deferts, now met with an immediate

Punifhment for this fudden and pafliorate Deviation from
his Duty. One Cole alfo, and Kitchens, with three more,

plotted to run away to the Spaniards, whom they fuppofed,

from fome wrong Information, to be inhabiting, fome
where within five Days Journey of the Fort. And thefe

Commotions juftified Sir Thomas Dale's neceflary Severities,

which might otherwife have been branded, as many were

then ready to do, with being too cruel and tyrannical.

But however falutary fuch (harp and fummary Proceedings

might be at that time, as I find them owned to have been,

and commended by all Parties ; and however Sir Thomas

Dale might fafely be trufted with fo great a Power, a Man
of much Honour, Wifdom, and Experience ; yet it

;r cer-

tain, that thefe Articles were utterly deftructive of the En~
glijh Freedom and Laws, and gave the Governor fuch a
commanding and defpotick Authority, as is, by no means,

to be lodged in any Hand, in a Country, that has the lean:

Thoughts or Pretenlions to Liberty.

I n the Beginning of Augujl, Sir Thomas Gates arriyed sir

in fix tall Ships, with three hundred Men, an hundred Cat- Gate* Go-

tie, two hundred Hogs, and with all Manner of other Mu- veroor«

nition and Provifion, that could be thought of, as needful

and proper. At his Arrival, Sir Thomas Dale's Authority

determined, who, after mutual Salutations, acquainted him
With what he had done, and what he intended. And now,
being eafed of the Burthen of Government, and more at

£eifure, he fet himfelf heartily about building his Town ;

and Sir Thomas Gates, highly approving the Defign, fur-

riifhed him with three hundred and fifty Men, fuch as he

himfelf made Choice of. fje let Sail from James-Town^

the Beginning of September -

3 and being arrived at the Place,
- «

;

lie.
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i 6 "- he environed it with a Palifade, and in Honour of Prince
called it Henrico. And then he built a Church

cLJ^Go-
anLl Storehouifes ;

and at each Comer of the Town, high

«xa"r.
°~ commanding Watch Towers. This being accomplilhed,

Jie next provided proper and convenient floufes for himfelf

and Men, which were finrfhed with ajl poffible Speed, to

the great Comfort and butisLclion of his Company and the

whole Colony.

The Ruins of this Town are ftill plainly to be traced

and diflfinguiflied, upon the Land of the late Col. William

Randolph, of Tuckahoe, juft without the Entrance into tar-

rar's lfland. It lay from River to River, upon a Plain of

high Land, with very fteep and inacceflible B. nks, and the

Keck without, being well empaled, gave it all the Security

and Conveniency of an ]fland. It had three Streets of well-

framed Houfes, a handfome Church, and the Foundation

cf another lajd, to be built of Brick, befides Store-houfes,

W^tc'i-houfes, and other pubjick Conveniences.
^

Upon the

Verge of the River B.mk, flood five Houfts, inhabited by

the better Sort of People, who kept continual Sentinel for

the Town's Security. About two Miles from the Town,

into the Main, he run another Palifade, from River to Ri-

ver> near two Miles in Length, guarded with feveral Forts,

with a Lrge Quantity of Corn-ground empaled and fuffi-

ciently fecured. Befides thefe Precautions, there may ftill

be feen, upon the River Bank within the lfland, the Ruins

of a great Ditch, now over-grown with large and Irately

Trees
;
which, it may be fuppofed, was defended with a

Pal' r
'de, to prevent a Surprife on that Side, by crolTing the

River. And for a {till further Security to the Town, he

intended, but never quite finilhed, a Palifade on the South

Side of the River, as a Range for their Hogs ; and he called

jt Hope in Faith and Coxendale. It was about two Miles

and an half long, and was fecured by five of their Manner

of F rts, called Charity Fort, Elifabeth Fort, Fort Patience,

and Mount Malady, with a Gueft Houfe for fick People,

upon a high and dry Situation, and in a wholefome Air, in

the Place, where Jefferfon's Church now ftands. On the

fame Side of the. River alfo, Mr. Whitaker, their Preacher,

chofe to be feated ; and he empaled a fair Parfonage, with

an hundred Acres of Land, calling it Rock-hall.

About Corijimas, Sir Thomas Dale, to revenge fbme

Injuries of the Jppamattock Indians, afTaulted and took their

Town, without the Lofs of a Man. This Town flood at

the Mouth of tHe River, and was accounted but five Miles!,

by Land, from Henrico. And Sir Thomas, confidering how
convenient it; would be to the Englijl^ refolved to poffefr
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and feat it, and, at the Inftant, called it New Bermudas. 1611.

And he annexed* to the .belonging Freedom and Corpora- v—*v

Hundred^ Shirley Hundred, and Digges's Hundred. At
Bermudas, where was the moft Corn- ground, he firft be-

gan to plant ; and with a Pale of two Miks, acrofs from
River to River> he enclufed and fecured eight Engiijh Miles

in Compafs. Upon this Circuity there were foon built ma-
ny fair Houfes, to near the Number of fifty. Rockfdali

was aMb enclofed with a crofs Palifade, near four Miles in

Length ; and there were many Houfes, planted along the

Pale, within which their Hogs and Cattle had twenty Miles'

Circuit to graze in Lcurely.

It will not be thought, I belieye, foreign to the Hiftory

of Virginia, occafionally to interfperfe fome Account of
the Fortunes of Sir Walter Ralegh, our Founder, and the

firft Author, to the Engiijh, of fettling Colonies in America^

Juft before the Death of Queen Elifabeth^ he received a
Challenge, upon fome Quarrel, from Sir Amias Prejlon^

one of Ej/ex's Followers, and a Man of the Sword ; which
however was made up, by the Mediation of a certain great

Nobleman, before it came to the laft Decifion. But on this'

Occaiion, Sir Walter, like a prudent and affectionate Fa-
ther of a Family, had conveyed all his landed Eftate, which
confifted of about three thoufand Pounds a Year, to his*

Wife and Son. This was fortunately a Bar to his Lands-

falling abfolutely to the Crown, upon his Attainder. They
were only forfeited for his own Life ; and the King, upon
fome powerful Interceffion, reftored them to him again. So
that he lived, under his Confinement,- with much Elegan-

cy, Neatnefs, and Affluence* For he was naturally a great

Lover of Propriety ; and had been, in the Time of his

Profperity,- both in his Drtfs and Equipage, one of the moft
fumptuous and polite Perfuns of the Age. And now, being

cut off from all the active Parts of Life, he indulged and

gave a Loofe to his noble Genius, and natural Thirft of

Knowledge ; and feemed (to ufe Prince Henry's Allufion)

a ftnging Bird in a Cage ; rather a Phil fcpher, than a Cap-
tive ; a Student in a Library, than a Pi if^ner in the Tower.
The Reffraint of his Body was fo far from damping and

confining his native Grcatnefs oi Mind and Sublimity of

Parts, that it only opened a new Field of Glory to him,

and rendered him as illuftrious, in Jiis frill and fed r.t.iry

Scene of Lii'e, as he h.id be ^re been, in bis moft active and

*roi;peruu;> Days. But at lair, thg Lawyers pretended to
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i6rr. find fome Flaw in the Conveyance of his Lands ;.and an In-'—'formation was exhibited againft him, in the Court of Ex*

£L?o7?e^Uer' His chief Judge, we are told was his greateft

Imemy
; which, 1 iuppoie, was bir Edward Coke, then

Lord Chief J aftice. For that famous Lawyer, notwith-

ftanding his vafl: Abilities and Knowledge in the Common
Law, will be branded to all Futurity, for bawling and rail-

ing Sir Walter Ralegh out of his Life at his Trial. And
Wilfon^ 2l contemporary Hiftorian, tells us, that it was po-

pularly objected to him, as a Judge \ That he made the

Law lean too much to his own Opinion, thereby becoming

a legal Tyrant, and ftriking, whom he pleafedj with that

Weapon, whofe Edge he was able to turn any Way.

When the Caufe came to Trial, it was determined againft

Sir Walter Raleghy only for the Want of one fmgle Word
in. his Anfwer> fetting forth that Conveyance ; which was

Beverthelefs an Overfight of the Clerk, and the Word was

in the original Inftrument. And thus was he mod iniqut-

foufly deprived of his Lands ; and upon Lady Ralegh's paf-

fionate Application to the King, fhe could obtain no other

Anfwer from him, but / mun have the Land, I munhavt

itfor Car. It was accordingly conferred upon that Favou-

rite, juft then in his Rife j and Sir Walter wrote him z

Letter upon the Occafion, which may be feen in his Life,

by Mr. Oldys ; and which may be placed, perhaps, among

the moft beautiful, wife, and pathetic Compontrons, that

ever has appeared of that Kind. So invariable was this Mo-

narch in his wrong Judgment of Men and Things,' as to/

aggrandize and enrich fo infignificant a Tool, and one fo

infamoufly wicked, lewd, and infufficient, as Car, with the

Spoils of a Perfon, fo truly virtuous, great, and able, zi

Sir Walter Ralegh. As if Fortune had confpired to expofc

his Weaknefs, and render his Injuftice the more confpicu-

ous and remarkable, by the Contrail between the Man, he

opprefled,' and the Man, he advanced. However, as fome

Retaliation for the InjufHce and Wrong, his Majefly af-

terwards gave Lady Ralegh arid her Son eight Thoufand

Pounds for the Eftate.

Captain Matthew Sowers and his Company, at their

Return to England wkh Sir George's Body, had made very

advantageous Relations of Bermudas. But thefe were little

credited at firfr, and looked upon, as mere Traveller'*

Tales ; till fome of the Virginia Company apprehended,"

that a Settlement there might be very beneficial and helpful

to the Plantation in Virginia^ But as by their former" Let-
ters-patent,- they were only entitled to the Iflands within an
hundred Miles of their Goaft^ and as Bermudas lay mucrri

beyond
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beyond that Diftance, they procured a new Charter from i*>™-

his Majefty, bearing Date March 12, 161 1- 12. This v—\r~~*
granted them all the lllands in the Ocean Seas, within three sir

"itorna*

hundred Leagues of the Coaft, between the one and fortieth ^ox,
^

and thirtieth Degrees of Northerly Latitude. It alfo gaVe
them a Power, to fet up Lotteries ; to fue for the Monies
fubferibed, requiring the Judges, to favour and further the
faid Suits, fo far forth, as Law and Equity would, in any
wife, further and permit ; together with other ample Privi-

leges and Authorities, as may be more fully feen in the
Charter at large, printed in the Appendix. But the Vir-
ginia Company fold thefe Iflarids to about an hundred and
twenty of their own Members, who were erected into a
diftincl: Society and Body Corporate, by the Name of the

Somer-ljlands Company. Sir Thomas Smith was elected

their Treafurer, or Governor, in England ; and fome time
this Year 1612, Mr. Richard More was fent Governor of
the Country, with fixty Men, to make a Settlement and
Plantation. They found the three Men, before fpoken of,

lufty and well. They were very comfortably feated, and
plentifully ftored with divers Sorts of excellent Provifions.

But under Colour, that they were fitted out, at the Charge,
and in the Service of the Company, thefe three poor Men
were profeeuted, tormented, and threatneci by the Gover-
nor, in the Company's Name, 'till they were entirely de-
prived of their great Treafure of Ambergreafe. However
a great Part was embezzled by Captain Davics and Mr*'
Edwin Kendal^ to whom they committed it, during the
Squabble and Contention. So that not above a Third came
into the Hands of the Company ; for which,- we are told,

they afterwards compounded with the Finders, and made
them a juft and reafonable Satisfaction.

In the Beginning of the fame Year, two Ships arrived

in Virginia, with a Supply of Provifions and fourfcore Men-
But thefe Provilions, according to Cufiom, were very fc^nty

and infufEcient ; and therefore Capt. Argall, who com-^
manded one of the Ships, having recreated and refrefhed his

Gomparty, was fent to Patowmack River, to trade for Corn.
For the Indians about James-Toivn were in a ticklifli State,

and little to be depended upon ; being Friends or Foes, ac-

cording as they found Advantage and Opportunity. Captains

Argall{ooxv entered into a great Acquaintance* and Friend-

£hip with Japazawsy King of Patowmack, an old Friend to
Captain Smith , and fo to the whole EngVjh Nation, ever

lince the firft Difcovery of the Country. Hard by Patcw*
9nack, Pocahontas by core, aled, thinking herfelf fafe, and
imkflQWfl %q all but trufty Friends, What was the Reafon
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rfi*. of her abfconding from Werowocomoco, cannot eafify bV—v ' judged ; except it was to withdraw herfelf from being

&**3!- Witflefs t0 the frequent Butcheries of the wfofc
•emof; " Folly and Rafhnefs, after Smith's Departure, put it out of

her Power to fave them. Captain Argall, having got In-

telligence of this, engaged to give Japazaws a Copper Ket-

tle, to bring her on board his Ship ; promiling not to hurt

her, but to keep her fafe, 'till they could conclude a Peace

with her Father. This Savage would have done any thin*

for the Copper Kettle ; and therefore, having no Pretence

on Account of her own Curicfity, becaufe me had feen and

teen in many Ships, he made his Wife pretend, how de-

firous ihe was to fee one, fo that he offered to beat her for

her Importunity, 'till fhe wept. But at laft he told her, if

Pocahontas would go with her, he was content. And

thus, taking Advantage of her Good-nature and obliging

Temper, they betrayed this innocent Creature aboard;

where they were all kindly received and entertained in the

Cabbin. The Captain, when he faw his Time, decoy'd

Pocahontas into the Gun Room ; only to conceal from her,

that Japazazvs was any way guilty of her Captivity. When

he had received his Reward, the Captain feht for her again;

and told her, flie muft go with him, and be the Means and

Inftrument of Peace, between her Country and the Englijh.

At this, the old Traitor and his Wife began to howl and

cry, as much as Pocahontas ; who, by the Captain's fair

Promifes and Perfuafions, pacified herfelf, by degrees. And

fo Japazaws and his Wife, with their Kettle and other

Baubles, went joyfully afhore, and fhe to James-Town;

where, altho* a frequent Vifitant before, and often a kind

Support and Preferver of the Colony, fhe had never been
J
till now, iince Captain Smith left the Country.

A MeiTenger was immediately difpatched to her Father ;

that he muff, ranfom his Daughter Pocahontas, whom he

loved fo dearly, with . the Men, Guns, and Tools of the

jEngliJh, which he had treacheroufly ftolen and furprifed.

This unwelcome News much troubled Powhatan, because

he loved both his Daughter and their Commodities well

;

and it threw him into fuch Perplexity, that it was three

Months, before he returned any Anfwer. Then he fent

back feven of the EngliJ)),- with each an unferviceable

Mufket ; and font Word, that when they mould deliver his

Daughter,he would make full Satisfaction forall Injuries, and

give them five hundred Bufhels of Corn, and would be

their Friend for ever. But the Englifh anfwered ; That
his Daughter mould be wcil ufed ; but that they could not

believe, the reft of their Arms were either toft, or ftolea
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from him ; and that therefore, they would keep his Daugh-
ter, tiJJ he had fent them all back. But this Anfwer dif-

pleafed him fo much, that they heard no more from him, s 1 Thomas

for a long time after. JJS.
G°"

A t laft, in the Beginning of the next Year, Sir Thomas 1613;

Dale took Pocahontas with him, and went in Captain Ar-
gall's Ship, with fome other Veffels belonging to the Colo-

ny, up into his own River, to his chief Habitation at fVg-

rowocomoco, with a Party of an hundred and fifty Men,
Well appointed. Powhatan did not appear ; and although

the Englijh told them, their Bufinefs was to deliver up their

Emperor's Daughter, upon Reftitution of the reft of their

Men and Arms, yet were they received with many fcorn-

ful Bravades and Threats. They told them, if they came
to fight, they were welcome ; but advifed them

?
- as they

loved their Lives, to retire ; or elfe they would treat themj
as they had done Captain Rattliffe: But after fome fmall

Skirmifhes, and confiderable Damage done the Indians^

by burning their Houfes, and fpoiling all, they could find^

a Peace was patched up. They immediately fent Meffen-

fers to Powhatan ; and they told the Englijh^ that their

tfen were run off, for fear they fhould hang them ; but
that Powhatan's Men were run after, to bring them back 5.

and that their Swords and Muikets fhould be brought, the

next Day. But the Englijh, perceiving, that this was all.

Collufion, only to delay the Time, till they Could Carry off

their Goods and Provifioris, told them, that they fhould,

have a Truce, till the next Day at Noon ; but then, if

they had not a direct Anfwer to their Demands, or found

them inclinable to fight, they fhould know, when the En-
glijh would begin, by the Sound of their Drums and Trum-
pets. Upon Confidence of this Truce, two of Powhatan's

Sons came on board the Ship, to fee their Sifter ; on whofe
Sight, finding her well, although they had heard the con-

trary, they greatly rejoiced j and they promifed to peffuade

their Father,' to redeem her, and for ever be Friends with
the Englijh. Hereupon Mr. John Rolfs and' Mr. Sparks

were fent to Powhatan, to acquaint him with the Bufinefs.

They were kindly received and entertained,: but not admit-

ted into the Preftnce of the Emperor. They only fpoke

with Opechancanoug'i^ who promifed to do hrs utmoft with]

his Brother, to incline him to Peace and Friendfhip. But
Jt now being April, arid Time to prepare theft Ground, and
fet their Corn, they returned to James-ToWn, without do-

ing any thing more in the Affair.

. Long before this* Mr. John Rolfe, a worthy young

Gentleman,' and of gyQd Behaviour, had been in Love with;

J££ Pacahsntasj
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Pocahontas, and the with him. And at this time, he madu
the thing known to Sir Thomas Dale, through Mr. Ralph

Hamer, and wrote him a Letter, entreating his Advice *

and fhe likewife acquainted her Brother with it. Sir The-

mis Dak highly approved of it ; and the Report of this

Marriage icon coming to the Knowledge of Powhatan,
\\

was found a thing acceptable to him, by his fudden Con-

fent. For within ten Days, he fent Opachifco, an old

Uncle of hers, and two of his Sons, to fee the Manner of

the Marriage, and to do in that Behalf, what they were

required, for the Confirmation of it, as his Deputies. 1$

was therefore folemnifed in the Beginning of April 1613;

and ever after, they had friendly Trade and Commerce, at

Well with Powhatan himfelf, as with all his Subjects.

The Chickahominies were a ftout, daring, and free Peo«

pie. They had no Werowance, or fmgle Ruler, but were

governed, in a Republican Form, by their Eldersv Theft

were their Priefts, and fome of the wifeft of their old Men,

as Affiftants to them. In Confequence of thefe Principles

of Government, they took all Opportunities of making off

Powhatan's Yokey whom they looked upon and hated, as

a Tyrant. And therefore, they had taken Advantage of

thefe late Times of Hoftility and Danger as well to th»

Indians, as to the Englijh, to afTert their Liberty. Bu(

now, feeing Powhatan fo clofely linked with the Englijhi

both in Affinity and Friendfhip, they were in great Concern,

and Dread, left he mould bring them again to his Subjec-

tion. To prevent which, they fent Ambafiadors to Sir

Thomas Dale ; excufing all former Injuries, and promifinj

ever after to be King James's faithful Subjects : That they

Would relinquish the Name of Chickahominies, and be called

Tajfautejfus, or Englijhmen, and that Sir Thomas Dak fhould

be their Governor, as the King's Deputy. Only they de-

fired to be governed by their own Laws, under their eight

Elders, as- his Substitutes. Sir Thomas Dale, hoping foi

fome Advantage from this, willingly accepted their Offeri

At the Day appointed, with Captain Argall and fifty Men«

he went to Chickahominy j where he found the People af-

alTembled, expecting his Coming. They treated him kind-

ly ; and the next Morning, having held a Council, tho

Peace was concluded on thefe Conditions ;

I. That they mould for ever be called Engtiftmen, and

be true Subjects to King James and his Deputies :

II. Th a t they mould neither kill, nor detain, any of

the Englij})y qi 0f their Cattle, but fliould bring them

&, Tha|
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III. That they fhould be always ready, to furniih the

Englijh with three hundred Men, agaiiut the Spaniards, or

any other Enemy : VatTZZ
. IV. That they mould not enter any of the Engl!/}) vera0/.

Towns, before fending in Word, that they were new En-
glijhmen :

V. That every fighting Man, at gathering their Corn,

fhould bring two Bufhels to the Store, as a Tribute ; for

Which he fhould receive as many Hatchets :

VI. That the eight chief Men mould fee all this per-

formed, or receive the Punifnment themfelves ; and for

their Diligence, they mould have a red Coat, a Copper
Chain, and King James's Picture, and be accounted his

Nobleman.

These Articles were Joyfully afTented to and ratified,

by a great Shout and Acclamation j and one of their Elders

began an Oration, addrefling his Speech, firft to the old

Men, then to the Young, and then to the Women and
Children, to make them underfhnd, how ftricTily they were
to obfervc thefe Conditions, and that then the Englijh would
defend them from the Fury of Powhatan, of any other E-
tiemy whatsoever. And thus' was their Liberty once mors
lecured ; which indeed had its ufual good Effects, even a~

Inong thefe wild and favage Nations, For altho' Ghickaho-

miny is far from being famous for good Land, yet we ara

told, that they had the lurgeft Fields, and molt plentiful

Crops of Corn, and the greater! Abundance of all other

Provifions and Necefiaries, of any People then in the Coun-
try. Such a happy Influence had Liberty, and fuch vihbl©

Incitement did firm Property give to the Induftry of even
that Lzy and improvident People. .

And now the Englijh began to find the Miflake of for-

bidding and preventing private Property. For whtlft they

all laboured jointly together, and were fed out of the com-
mon Store, happy was he, that could flip from his Labour,

©r ilubber over his Work' in any Manner. Neither had

they any Concern about the Increafe j prefuming, however
the Crop pfoipered, that the publick Store iriult ft ill main-

tain them. Even the moft honeft and induftrioUs would
fcarcdy take fo much true Pains in a Week, is they

tvould have dene for themfelves in a Day. The five Years'

alfo, prefcribtd in his Majefty^S iniiructions under the Privy

Seal, for trading all together in common Stocks, and bring-

ing the whole Fruit of their Labours into common otore-

houfes, were now expired. Therefore, to prevent this In-

couveniency and bad Gwifequehce, Sir Thomas Dale allotted

K 2 each
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1613. each Man three Acres of cleared Ground, in the Nature

—v

—

* of Farms. They were to work eleven Months for the

Sir Thomas Store, and had two Bufhels of Corn from thence ; and only

wnor.
G°" had ene M0^11

.

allowed them, to make the reft of their

Provifions. This was certainly very hard and pinching;

but his new and favourite Settlement at Bermudas Hundred

had better Conditions. For one Month's Labour, which

muft neither be in Seed-time nor Harveft, they were ex-

empted from all further Service ; arid foY this Exemption

they only paid two Barrels and a half of Corn, as a Yearly

Tribute to the Store. However, the Profpecl: of thefe Far-

mers Labours gave the Colony much Content ; and they

were no longer in Fear of wanting, either for themfelves,

or to entertain their new Supplies.

S 1 R Thomas Dak had been very acliVe and mduftrious

jn ranging about and viewing the Country, and was vaftly

delighted with its Pleafantnefs and Fertility. Being there-

fore much vexed and concerned, to find the Pofleffion of

fo noble a Territory fet fo light by at home, as even forae-

times to be debated, whether it fhould be farther profecu-

ted, or entirely abandoned, he wrote a Letter to Sir Tho-

mas Smithy the Treafurer j wherein he aflures them all,

and prays them to remember it, that if they mould give

over the Enterprise, and lofe the Country, they would, in

their great Wifdom, commit an Error of fuch Prejudice

and Damage to Englandy as had never happened to it, finct

the Lofs of the Kingdom of France. He defires them not

to be gulled and deceived, by the clamorous Reports of

bafe People, but to believe Caleb and Jojhua. And if the

Glory of God, and the Converfion of thofe poof Infidels,

had no Influence on the rich Mammons' of the Earth ;
yet

he advifes them to follow the Dictates of their own Avarice,

and only to confult their proper Intereft and Advantage.

For he protefts on the Faith of an honeft Mart, that the

more he ranged and faw of the Country, the more he ad-

mired it ; and that having feen the beft Parts of Europe,

yet he declares, with a folemn AfTeveration, that put them

all together, he thought, this Country Would be equivalent

to them, if It were once well cultivated, and feated with

good and induftrious People.

1614. Early in the next Year, Sir Thomas Gates returned to

v v—/ Englandy and left the Government again to Sir Thomas

Sir Thomas Dale. Understanding, that there was a Colony of French,
Dale, Go-

[n the Northern Part of Virginia, about the Latitude of
ttrnor. ^ he £nt Captain Argall thither, to Port Royal and St.

Croixy two Towns, lying on each Side of the Bay of Fun-

Ji
f in Acadia* Fiftding rjhs French difperfed abroad in th?

Woods;



Book III. 7^ History of VIRGINIA.
Woods, he furprifed their Ship and Bark, lately arrived

from France. In them was much good Apparel, with other

Furniture and Provjfion, which he brought to James-Town ;

but the Men efcaped, and lived among the Indians of thofe

Countries. The Pretence for this Depreciation on the

French, was founded on their Right of lirft Difcovery j

and therefore the Englijh, in Imitation of the Spaniards*

laid Claim to the whole Continent, altho' they really poG-

felled, and had feated fo fmall a Part of it. But it is cer-

tain, that we were, at that time, in profound Peace, not

only with France, but the whole World. In his Return,

Captain Argall likewife vifited the Dutch Settlement, on
Hudfons River ; and he alledged, that Captain Hud/on, the

firlt Difcoverer, under whofe Sale they claimed that Coun-

try, being an Englijhman, and licenfed to difcover thofe

Northern Parts, by the King of England, could not alienate

that, which was only a Part of Virginia, from the Englijh

Crown. He therefore demanded the PoiTeflion ; and the

Dutch Governor, being unable to refift, peaceably fubmit-

ted both himfelf and his Colony, to the King of England^

and to the Governor of Virginia under him. Soon after,

a new Governor arrived from Amjierdam, better provided.

Under Colour of their Right of Purchafe, and becaufe the

Country lay void and unoccupied, and confequently open

to the firlt PofiefTor, he not only rcfufed to pay the Tribute

and Acknowledgment, which had been agreed upon, but

alfo began to fortify, and put hjmfelf into a Pcfture of De-
fence. And the Claim of the Englijh, being either wholly

waved for the prefent, or but faintly purfued, they, this

fame Year, made a firm Settlement, which foon became

very flourifliing and populous. But Complaint being made,

fome Years after, to King Charles I. and by him reprefent-

cd to the States of Ho/land, they declared, by a publick

inftrument, that they were no ways concerned in it, but

that it was a private Undertaking of the Weft-India Com-
pany of Amjierdam ; and fo referred it wholly to his Ma-
jefty's Pleafure.

Mr. Ralph Hamer, who was afterwards one of our

Council, and to whofe Relation we are indebted for this

Part of the Hlftory of Virginia, having refided fome Years

here, ever fince Lhe great Supply 1609, and being now a-

bout to return to England, was very defirous to vilit Pow^

hatan and his Court, and to be able, when he Went home,

to fpeak fomething of his own Knowledge, Sir Tfjomas

Dale alfo thought it advifeable, to have fome further Pledge,

of Powhatan's Friendfhip, befides Pocahontas. It was there-

fore refolved, to ftfld this Gentleman, as hk Ambaflador,

K 3 t<J
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to dem2nd his other Daughter. Wherefore, Mr. Hamer
taking Therms Savage for his Interpreter, and two Indian)

Sir Thomas for i-.js Guides, went off in the Morning from Bermudas

verncr.

Go
' (Sir Thomas Dale's favourite Seat, and chief Place of Re!

fidencej and arrived the next Evening at Matchot. This

was a Seat of the King's, where he then was, a few Miles

higher up York River, than Werowocomoco. Powhatan

knew the Boy, Thomas Savage, well, whom Newport had

grefented to him, in the Year 1607 ; and he faid to him:

Ji>fy Ch:L!
y
you were my Bey, and I gave you Leave, four

7ears ago, to go andfee your Friends ; but I have never fen

nor heard of you, nor ?ny own Man Namontack ftnee, altho'

t&any Ships have gone and returned. Then turning to Mr.

Jiamer, he demanded the Chain of Pearl, which he font

to Sir Thomas Dale, when the Peace was concluded; and

which was to be a Token between them, whenever Sir

Thomas fent a MeiTenger to him
; otherwife, he was to

bind him, and fend him back, as a Deferter. It was true,

there was fuch an Agreement ; and Sir Thomas Dale had

ordered his Page to deliver the Chain to Mr. Hamer, bu{

the Page either neglected or forgot it. Mr. Hamer there-

fore replied, that he knew not of any fuch Order ; and if

there was fuch a Token, it. was only intended, when Sir

Thomas
1
upon the fudden, fhould fend an EngUJh Meffen-

geV, without an Indian. Guide. But if his own People

IhoulJ conduct the Mefienger, which was the Cafe at pre-

lent, that was a fufRcient Teflimony and Credential. With

this Anfwer Powhdtan was fatisfied, and conducted them to

his Heufe, where a Guard of two hundred Bowmen atten-

ded. Firft he offered Mr. Hamer a "Pipe of Tobacco, and

then afked after his Brother, Sir Thomas Dale's Health
$

and how his Daughter, and unknown Son, lived and liked.

And ucing told, that his Brother was well ; and that his

Daughter was fo delighted with her Condition, that fhe

woul I not, upon any Account, return and live again with

Jiim, he laughed heartily, and feemed much pleafed to hear

it.
'

A f t l n that, he demanded of Mr. Hamer his Bufinefs

;

Who telling him, that it was private, he inftantly com-
inanded all out of the Koufe, except his two Queens, that;

Always fat by him, and therf bad him fpeak on. Mr.' Ha-
mer firfi prefented him withfjfeveral Toys, fent by Sir Tho~

tnas Dale ; and then he tqld him, that his Brother Dak%

paving heard of the Fame %f his youngefr. Daughter, in-

tended to marry her to fame worthy EngUJh Gentleman,
which would be highly pleafing and agreeable to her Siller,

who was very defirous to fee her, and to have her near*

her}
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her ; and that therefore, he defired, as a Teftimony of his

Love, that he would fend her to him. For iince they were

now become one People, and defigned to dwell together in *™

the fame Country, he conceived, there could be no firmer
yer«3v

Union, nor ftronger Allurance of Love and Friendfhip,

than fuch a natural Band of Intermarriage and Alliunce.

Powhatan, who often interrupted him, and betrayed many
Signs of Uneaiinefs, the whole Time, he was fpci-.king,

immediately returned this Anfwer, with much Serioufnefs

and Gravity.

/ gladly accept my Brother's Salute of Love and Peace ;

which, whiljl I live, I will punctually and exaclly keep. I
likjivife receive his Prefents, as Pledges thereof, with no lefs

Thankfulnefs. But as to my Daughter, I fold her, a feut

Days fince, to a great IVerowancc, for two Bujhels ofRoanoke,

Mr. Hamer told him, that the Roanoke was but a Trifle

to fo great a Prince ; and by returning it, he might recall

her, and gratify his Brother. And he further affured him,

befides ftrengthening the ftricl: Band of Peace and Friendfhip

between them, that he fhould have three times the Worth
of the Roanoke for her, in Beads, Copper, and other Com-?

modifies. This extorted the Truth from him ; and he in-?

genuoufly confeffed, that the Reafon of his Refufal, was
the Love, he bore his Daughter. Altho' he had many
Children, yet he delighted in none, he faid, fo much a*

her ; and he could not poflibly live without often feeing her ;

which he could not do, if fhe lived among the EngliJ/\

For he had determined, upon no Terms, to put himfelf in-*

to their Hands, or come among them. He therefore de-

fired him, to urge him no farther upon the Subject, but to

return his Brother this Anfwer : That he held it not a bro*>

therly Part, to endeavour to bereave htm of his two darling

Children at once : That, for his Part, he 'defired no farther*

Affurance of his Friendjhip
7
than the Promife, he had given <i

end, That from him, Sir Thomas already had a Pledge, one

ff his Daughters, which, as long as Jhe lived, would he fuf,

fcicnt ; but if Jhe Jhould happen to die, he promifed to give

another. And further, fays he, tell him, altho' he had na

Pledge at all, yet he need not dijlrufl any Injury from me or

my People, T7?ere hath been enough of Blood and fVar* Toq

piany have been Jlain already, on both Sides ; and, by my Oc-.

(afion, thereJhall never be more. I, who have Power to per-,

form it, have faid it, I am now grown old, and would gladly

§nd my Days in Peace and ghtietnefs ; and altho' 2Jhould have

jujl Caufe of Refentment, yet my Country is large enough, and

J can go from yey* 4n<* this Anfwer^ / hoJ>ty will fatisfy

K 4, Whuj?
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i6r4.^ Whilst Mr. HamerMi here, by Chance there cami

v -v; ' an Engliftman, who had been taken, three Years before

%lle,oZ
at tort Henry> °n ^he Mouth of Hampton River. He wa

weihor. grown fo like an Indian, both in Complexion and Habit

that he could be diftinguifhed from them by nothing hut his

Language.
_

He begged of Mr. Hamer, to procure his Li-

berty ; which, with much Difficulty, he did. And now
being about to return, Powhatan defired him, to put his

^Brother Dale in Mind, to fend him feveral Toys and Tools

;

which, left he fhould forget, he made him write, them down,

in a Table-Boojc, that he had. However he got it, it was

a very fair one ; and Mr. Hamer defired, he would give it

to him. But he told him, he could not part with it : For

jt did him much Good, in fhewing to Strangers. After

which, having furnjfhed them well with Provifions, he dif-

mifled them ; giving each a Buckfkin, extremely well dref-

jfed, and fending two more, to his Son and Daughter.

All this while, Sir Thomas Dale, Mr. Whitaker, Mi-

yiifter of Bermuda-Hundred, and Mr. Rolfe, her Hufband,

were very careful and amduous, in inftructing Pocahontas in

the Chriftian Religion ; and fhe, on her Part, expreffed an

pager Defire, and fhewed great Capacity in learning. After

fhe had been tutored for fome time, fhe openly renounced

the Idolatry cf her Country, confefled the Faith of Chrift,

and was baptized by the Name of Rebecca. But her real

1/ame, it feems, was originally Matoax ; which the Indians

Carefully concealed from the Englijh, and changed it to Po-

cahontas, out of a fuperftitious Fear, left they, by the

Knowledge c,f her true Name, fhould be enabled to do her

fome Hurt. She was the firft Chriftian Indian in thefe Parts,

and perhaps the fmcereft and moft worthy, that has ever

been fince. And now fhe had no Mariner of Pefire, to re-

turn to her Father ; neither could fhe well endure the bru*

tifh Manners, or Society, of her own Nation. Her Affec-

tion to her Hufband was extremely conftant and true ; and

Jie, on the other Hand, underwent great Torment and Pain,

out of his violent PafHon, and tender Sollicitude for her.
1 Whilst thefe things were tranfadihg in Virginia,

Captain Smith's reftlefs and enterprifing Genius could not

brook a Life of Indolence and Inactivity at home. He there-

fore undertook a Voyage for fome Merchants, to that Part

pf Virginia, which had been difcovered by Captain Gofr

paid, in the Year 1602. Having made an advantageous

Voyage for his Owners, and taken an exact Chart of the

Coaft1

, he then firft called the Country New-England. This

Name -as afterwards confirmed and eftablifhed by Prince

Charles, why "likewife
?

at Captain Smith's Defire, gave

Namei
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Names to feveral Places and Rivers along the Coaft, from
Cape Cod as far as the Bay of Fundi. II was refolved, to

'

fettle the Country immediately, under the Conduct of Cap-^
tain Smith ; who was graced with the empty Title of Ad-

ve^r<>

miral of New-England. But he meeting with many crofs

Accidents the next Year, and being at laft taken by a French

Rover, the Project became abortive ; and it was the Year
1620, before any Settlement was made there.

This Year alfo, Sir Walter Ralegh firft publifhed his

Hiftory of the World ; which was received with all due
Applaufe and Admiration by the Publick, but gave Um-
brage, we are told, to the King. Some Authors have in-

finuated, that that Royal Pedant was piqued, as an Author,

and jealous of him in that Capacity. As if it would ever

come into any Man's Head, to put that admirable Work
in the Ballance with his old-winlh Garrulities ; which are

now only to be found in the Collections of the Curious, as

a comic and ridiculous Entertainment, and a proper Sub-
ject for Laughter and Contempt. Others fay, that he was
fcandalized at the Freedom, which Sir Walter Ralegh had

taken with fome dead Princes, and particularly with Henry
VIII

; thinking it perhaps an unpardonable Infolence, and a
Kind of Blafpheniy, that any, below a Crowned Head,
lhould dare to cenfure their Actions, Whilft others tell us,

that, through the mifchievous Infinuations of fome Syco-

phants about him, he fufpe&ed, that it contained an artful

Expofure of himfelf and Miniftry. And thus truly, as Mr.
Oldys obferves, the General Hiftory of the World was turn-

ed into a fecret Hiftory, or oblique Satire, upon his Court

;

and Scotch Faces were to be feen in it, ftuck upon old Jew-
ijh, Babylonian, or AJJyrian Shoulders. Altho', as it is re-»

marked by another Author, he might eafily be led to fancy,

he faw in the Face of Ninias, the Son of Semiramis, his

own Features, as Succeflbr to the Britijh Semiramis ; and

that his particular Injuftice, to the Writer, was well repre-

sented and cenfured, in the Story of Ahalfs taking away
Nabotb's Vineyard. But from whatever Caufe his Offence

arofe, I thought, it would not be unacceptable to the Rea-
der, to make this fhort Digreflion, to the Honour of that

immortal Work. For next to the Praife and Approbation

pf the .Wife, it hath been ever efteemed a fecondary Hon-
our to an Author, to be carped at, by the foolifh Cavils,

;uid vain Exceptions, of thofe of a contrary Character.

In June, Captain Argall fet Sail for England, and gave

an Account of the quiet and flourifhing State of the Colony ;

which Report was ftrengthened by the Teftimony of Sir

Thomas Gatei? who had returned from Yizgwia, the March
before.
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before. To back this Succefs with all Expedition, the

Council and Company refolved, that the great Firgini*
s Lottery fhould be drawn, with all convtnient Speed ; which
" was accordingly done, the following Year 1615. The
fame Year, a Spanijh Ship was feen to beat to and fro, off

Point Comfort ; and at laft, {he fent a Boat alhore, for a Pilot,

Captain Davies, the Governor of the Fort, readily granted

one, and fent Mr. John Clarke ; who was no fooner on

fcc-rd, but they fet Sail, and carried him oft to Spain. He
was there ftrcngly follicited, to become their Inftrument

and 1'j.lol, to betray the Colony. But he bravely and ho-

Xieftly rcfifted all their Temptations ; and was, therefore,

obliged to undergo a long Captivity. At laft, after four

lears Impiifonment, he was, with much Suit, returned to

England. But the Spanifh Ship, by fome Accident, left

three of her own Men behind ; who were immediately

leized, and ftri&ly examined. They faid, that having loft

their Admiral, they were forced into thefe Parts ; and that

two cf them were Captains, and in chief Authority in the

Fleet. But fometime after, one was difcovered to be an

Englijhman ; who had been a Pilot in the Spanijh Armada,

in the grand Expedition againft England, in the Year 1588.

And not content with this Perfidy and Bafenefs to his Coun-

try, he began here to plot, and perfuaded fome Malecon-

tents, to join with him, in running away with afmall Bark,

But they were apprehended, and fome of them executed

}

and he, now lying at Mercy, readily confefTed, that there

were two or three Spanijh Ships at Sea, fent purpofely to

difcovcr the State of the Colony. But he faid, their Com*

iniftion was not to be opened, 'till they arrived in the Bay

;

ib that, of any thin;< further he was utterly ignorant. One

of the Spaniards die si here, and the other was fent to En-

gland. But this Rcne^ado was hanged at Sea, by Sir Tho-

mas Dale, in his Voyff.e homeward.
For Sir Thomas Dab had now been five Years in the

Country \ and he had been, for fome time paft, kept here*

and fupported under a longing Deiire to vifit his own Affairs

and Family, by a juft Senfe of his Duty to God and his

Country, and out of Companion to the poor Creatures com-

mitted to his Charge. But now the Country being in per*

feci Peace, and having fettled all tilings in good Order,

and made Choice of Mr. George Teardley, to be Deputy-.

Governor in his Abfence, he embarked for England, with»

Pocahontas and Mr. Rolfe her Hufband } and carrying with

them feveral young Indians of rioth Sexes, they all arrived!

fefe at Plimouth, the 12th of June, 1616. But at the timf

cf his Daughter's Departure^ Powhatan ha4 withdrawn
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himfelf to the King of Moy-umps, on Patowmack River; *6i6-

out of Fear, as it was fuppofed, of Opechancanough. For v-—~y '

he was then a Man very gracious and popular, both with
^

eo - rcard-

the Indians and the Englijh ; and as Opitchapan, the fecond ^ 0VLr"

Brother, was lame and decrepit, he was thought to look

upon Powhatan, a Perfon of equal Ambition and Capacity

for Government, as the only Obftacle to his afpiring Hopes
and Defigns. And therefore, Powhatan fufpe&ed at this

time, that he had entered into a Confpiracy with the En-
glijh, to betray him into their Hands ; a Cafe, which he had

ever dreaded, and which, he had therefore turned the whole

Force of his Politicks, to prevent and avoid.

This worthy and honourable Knight, Sir Thomas Dale,

who may juftly be ranked among the firft and beft of our

Governors, had, by his fingular Vigor and Induftry, and

by his Judgment and Conduct: of the Affairs of the Colony,

put things into fuch an eafy and profperous Condition, that,

from this Time, an Alteration was made, in the Right of

Adventure for Land. For before this, every one, that had

adventured his own Perfon, or had fent, or brought others

over, at his own Expence, was entitled to an hundred A-
cres of Land, perfonal Adventure, for each ; which was

the utmoft that could be granted in any fingle Share, by

the King's Letters patent, and which are called, in the

Company's Journals, and other old Records, Great Shares,

or Shares of old Adventure. But now it was thought, all

Difficulties were fo far overcome, and the Country fettled

in fuch a Way of fubfifting and flourifhing, that, hence-

forward, fifty Acres only were allowed to thofe, who came,

or brought others over. This is the ancient, legal, and a

moft indubitable Method of granting Lands in Virginia, and

was intended for a great and ufeful End, the encouraging

People, to come themfelves, and to bring or fend others

over, to inhabit the Country ; and that they might, imme-

diately upon their Arrival, have a Place, whereon to feat

themfelves and Families. And I likewife find, in the old

Records, that upon peopling and faving thefe hundred, or

fifty Acres (the Terms of which I can no where find) they

were entitled to the like Quantity more, to be held, and

feated at their Leifure. But befides this, there were two

other Methods of granting Lands. The one was upon Me-
rit : When any Perfon had conferred a Benefit, or done

Service, to the Company or Colony, they would beftow

fuch a Proportion of Land upon him. However, to pre-

vent Excefs in this Particular, they were reftrained, by his

Majefty's Letters patent, not to exceed twenty great Shares,

or two thoufand Acres, in any of thefe Grants. The other

was
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1 61 6. Was called the Adventure of the Purfe
; every Perfon who

v—v-^-'paid twelve Pounds ten Shillings into the Company's Trea-

k^GoTer'
fury

'
navin

? thereby a Title to an hundred Acres of Land,

nor.

°Ver
' any wnere in Virginia, that had not been before granted to'

or poflefled by others.

Sir Thomas Dale, among the many Praifes, juftly due

to his Adminiftration, had been particularly careful of the

Supplies of Life ; and had, accordingly, always caufed lb

much Corn to be planted, that the Colony lived in great

Plenty and Abundance. Nay, whereas they had formerly

been conftrained, to buy Corn of the Indians Yearly, which

expofed them to much Scorn and Difficulty, the Cafe was

fo much altered under his Management, that the Indians

fometimes applied to the Englijh, and would fell the very

Skins from their Shoulders for Corn. And to fome of their

petty Kings, Sir Thomas lent four or five hundred Bufhels

;

for Repayment whereof the next Year, he took a Mort-

gage of their whole Countries. But as the Cultivation of

Tobacco began to creep in, and to obftruct their Crops of

Corn, he made a Law, that no Tobacco mould be fet,

'till fuch a Proportion of Corn-Ground, for the Matter and

each Servant, had been firft prepared and planted. And

this was the firft Beginning and ElTay, towards making

Tobacco here, which hath ever fince continued the Staple-

Commodity of our Country. But after his Departure, both

his Law and his Example were utterly laid by and forgot

;

and the new Governor himfelf, together with all the Peo-

ple, being tempted with the View of prefent Gain, applied

themfelves fo eagerly to planting Tobacco, that they neg-

lected the other neceflary Article of Life. And befides this

Negledt of their Corn, the Supplies of People, fent this

Year, came, as ufual, fo unprovided, that they foon eafed

them of the Plenty, left by Sir Thomas Dale, and reduced

them to great Streights. Mr. Yeardley therefore, fent to

the Chickahominies, for the Tribute Corn. For there being

about two hundred and fifty, or three hundred, fighting

Men of the Nation, and each Man being obliged, by the

Treaty, to bring two Bufhels of Corn to the Store, fuch a

Quantity would have been a great Relief to their Neceffities.

But receiving a flight and affrontive Anfwer, he drew to-

gether an hundred of his beft Shot, and went to Chicka-

hominy.

The People there received him with much Scorn and
Contempt. They told him, he was only Sir Thomas Dale's

Man ; that they had indeed paid his Mafter, according to

Agreement ; but as for him, they had no Order, and lefs

Inclination, either to obey, or give him any Corn. And
being
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being led by their Captain, Kijfanaccmen, Governor of 0- 1616.

zinies, they drew themfelves up, in martial Rank and Or- v—v

der, as they faw the Englijh do. But after many Remon-
^

eo -

ftrances, and much Bravade and Threatening on both Sides,
oytx"

Mr. TeardUy, at laft, commanded his Men to fire upon

them. Twelve were flain, and as many taken Prifoners ;

arrlong whom, were two of their Senators, or Elders. For

their Ranfom, they had an hundred Bufhels ; and the /«-

dians, to buy their Peace, readily loaded their three Boatsi

with Corn ; one of which, crowding on, to bring the firffc

News to James-Town, was unhappily overfet, all her Com
loft, and eleven Men drowned.

Opechancanough, a politick and haughty Prince, was much
vexed, that neither his Brother, nor he, could ever bring

this obftinate People, firmly to their Obedience. Being,

therefore, as attentive to enflave them, as they were Watch-

ful and tenacious of their Liberty, he took this Opportunity,

and agreed with Mr. Teardley, to come to no Terms witli

them, without his Advice and Confent. And as the £«-

glijh pafled down the River with their Prifoners, he met

them at Ozinies, and pretended to the Indians, that he had,

with great Pains and Sollicitation, procured their Peace*

To requite which Service, they chearfully proclaimed him

King of their Nation, and flocked, from all Parts, with

Prefents of Beads, Copper, and fuch other Trifles, as were

in Value and Efteem among them. And he was glad, to

be content with this precarious Acknowledgment, from a

free and refolute People. But this feafonable and vigorou*

Chaftifement of the Chickahominies, and efpecially the ftrict

League and Friendfhip, with Opechancanough, and the whole

Imperial Family, kept the reft of the Indians in fuch Awe
and Dependance, that the Englijh followed their Labours,

with the utmoft Quietnefs and Security. Many alfo of

the Savages daily brought them fuch PrOvifions, as they

could get ; and would be their Guides in hunting, and fome-

times hunt for them themfelves. And thus, by fuch an In-

tercourfe and Familiarity,the Englijl) and they lived together,

the reft of this Gentleman's Government, as if they had

been one People. And Captain Smith tells us, that Mr.

Teardley had fome trained to their Pieces to kill him Fowl,

as had likewife feveral other Gentlemen in the Country ;

and that thefe foon became as dextrous and expert, as any

of the Englijh. But the Captain's Authority is rendered

Very fufpicious in this, by the Records of our General

Court. For long after, the Governor and Council received

fome Queries from England, the fourth whereof was:

WbQt was tht Cflufe of tk Majfatfh and who firjl taught
s tht
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• i6j5. the Indkns the Ufe of Fire Jtrms f Whereupon, in a Court

**"*V
—

^ held the ill of November, 1624, Robert Poole and Edward

fc^'cT
d~ GrirJon, Gentlemen, ancient Planters and Inhabitants of

mti
uVwI

*

jf
ne Country, appear^ and declare, upon Oath, their Know-
ledge of the Matter. Their Demolitions entirely clear Mr.
Xeardley, and Ihew him to h rve been very cautious and

Careful in that Point; and they throw the whole Blame up-

on Captain Smith himfelf, Sir Thomas Dale, and fome other

inferior Officers and private Pcrfons.

In the mean while, Pocahontas, or the Lady Rebecca,

as they now affected to call her, was kindly received in En-

gland. She was, by this time, well inftrucled in Chriftia-

nity, fpoke good and intelligible Englijh, and was become

Very civil and ceremonius, after the Englijh Falhion. She

ivas likewife delivered of a Sen, of which me was extremely

fond j and the Treafurer and Company gave Order, for

the handfome Maintenance of fcoth her and her Child.

3Befides which, her Company was courted, and fhe kindly

treated, by many Perfons of higheft Rank and Quality in

ihe Nation. There hath been indeed a conftant Tradition,

that the King became jealous, and was highly offended at

Mr. Rolfe, for marrying a Princcfs. That anointed Pedant,

jt feems, had fo high an Idea of the Jus divinum; and in-

defeafible Right, of Powhatan, that he held it a great Crime

and Mifdemeanor, for any private Gentleman to mingle

with his Imperial Blood. And he might perhaps likewife

think, confidently with his own Principles, that the Right

to thefe Dominions would, thereby, be veiled in Mr. Rolfe*

Poflerity. However, it palled off, without any farther bad

Confequence, than a little Difpleafure and Murmuring.
A t the time of Pocahontas's Arrival, Captain S?nitb waf

preparing for a Voyage to Neiu-England. He was much

Concerned, that the Suddenefs of his Departure put it out

©f his Power, to do her that Service, which he defired, and

fhe well deferved at his Hands: However, being well ac-

quainted at Court, and particularly favoured and counte-

nanced by Prince Charles, he drew up, and prefented to the

Queen, before her Arrival in London, a Reprefentation of

her Cafe and Defert. In this, he expreffes a deep Senfe of

Gratitude to her ; and fets forth her great Affection, and

many Services, to himfelf, and the whole Englijh Nation

:

That by her, their Quarrels had oft been appeafed, their

Wants fupplied, and their Dangers averted : That fhe, un-

der God, had been the chief Infrrument, of preferving the

Colony, and confirming the Settlement : That being takerf

Prifoner, fhe had become the Means of a firm Peace and

Alliance, with her Father ; That Ihe was now married to

d
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an Englijh Gentleman ; who, however, was not of Abi- 1616.

lity, to make her fit to attend her Majefty : That fhe was v—v

—

'

the firft Chriftian, that ever was of that Nation ? and the Geo - Ycard-

firft Virginian, that ever fpoke, or became Englijh : That
*9'

Gov*r*'

being well received, and honoured by fo great a Queen,
n°r'

beyond what her fimple Thought could imagine or conceive,
flie might be the Means of adding another Kingdom, to his

Majefty's Dominions : But by bad Ufage, her prefent Love,
to the Englijh and Chriftianity, might be turned to Scorn
gnd Fury ; and all the Good, fhe had, or might do, divert-

ed to the worft of Evil. And therefore, he humbly recom-
mends her to her Majeity, as a proper Object of her Favour
and Regard, on Account of her Birth, Virtue, Simplicity,

and forlorn Condition in ?. ftrange Country.
But before Captain Smith's Departure, Pocahontas cam*

up to London.- Being offended by the Smoke of the Town,-
flie was immediately removed to Brentford ; whither Smithy
with feveral of his Friends, went to vilit her. After a cold
and modeft Salutation, fhe turned from him in a paffionato

Manner, hid her Face, and could not be brought to fpeafe

a Word for two or three Hours. But atlaft, fhe began ta
talk j and flie reminded him, of the many Services, fhe
had done him, and of the ftridt Promife of Fricndfhip, be-'

tween him and her Father. You, fays fhe, promifd him^
that vjhat was yours, Jhould be his ; and that you and he
would be all one» Being a Stranger in cur Country, you called

Powhatan Father ; and I, for the fame Reafon, will nota

call you fo. But Captain Smith, knowing the jealous Hu-
mour of the Court, durft not allow of that Title, as fho
was a King's Daughter ; and therefore, he endeavoured t<j

excufe himfclf from it. But flie, with a ftern and fteady>

Countenance, faid : You luere not afraid to come into my Fa-*

ther's Country, andftrihe a Fear into every Body, but myfelf$
and are you here ajraid, to let me call you Father ? J tell yotit^

then, I will call ycu Father, and you jhall call me Child ; and

fo I will for ever be of your Kindred and Country. They
always told us, that you were dead ; and I knew no other-wife^

*till I c<ime to Plimouth. But Powhatan commanded Tomo-
Como to feek you cui, and know the Truth j becaufe your Coun-
trymen are much given to Lying.

This Tomocc/no (or Uttarnaccomack, as Smith calls himJ
had Matachanna, one of Powhatan's Daughters, to Wife 5

tvas one cf the chief of his Council, and of their Priefts ;

and was efteemed a very wife and understanding Fellow a-

mong them. He was therefore lent upon this Voy:.ge, by
Powhatan, to t;ikc the Number of the People in England?

M& to ^riiig hi» a fuH aad exaft Aceoujut, of their Strength

and



i44 ?he History of VIRGINIA. Booklll.

1616. and Condition. And accordingly, being arrived at Pllmouth

*—v

—

* he got a long Stick, intending to cut a Notch, for every

Ceo. Teard- one, he faw. But he was foon tired with fuch an endlefa
Icy, Gover- Work, and threw away his Stick ; and being afked, by the

King, after his Return, how many People there were ? it

is faid, that he replied : Court the Stars in the Sky, tht

Leaves on the Trees, and the Sand upon the Sea Shore
; for

fuch is the Number of the People in England. But Sir Tho-

mas Dale told Mr. Purchas, that he believed him to be fent

by Opechancanough, their King and Governor in Powhatan's

Abfenee and R etreat ; and that he was fent, not fo much

to number the People, as to take an Account of their Corn

and Trees. For Namontack, and fuch others, as had been

fent to England formerly, being ignorant and filly, and

having feen little elfe befides London, had reported much of

their Men and Houfes, but thought, they had fmall Store

of Corn and Trees. And it was therefore a general Opinion

among thefe Barbarians, that the Englijh came into their

Country, to get a Supply of thefe ; which might be ftrength-

ened and confirmed, by their fending large Quantities of

Cedar, Clapboard, and Wainfcot, to England, and by their

continual Want and Eagernefs after Corn. But Tomocomo,

landing in the Wejl, and travelling thence to London, was

foon undeceived, and faw great Caufe, to admire the En~

glijh Plenty. However4 he began to take an Account, nn-

till his Arithmetick failed him. Meeting Captain Smith ac-

cidentally in London, they foon renewed their old Acquain-

tance. He told the Captain, that Powhatan had commanded

him, to find him out, to fhew him the Englijh God, their

King, Queen, and Prince ; of which he had told them fo

much. As to Godi Captain Smith excufed and explained

the Matter, the beft, he could ; and as to the King, he

told him, that he had already feen him, and mould fee the

reft, whenever he plcafed. But he denied, that he had feen

the King, 'till, by Circumftances, he was convinced and

fatisfied. And then, with a melancholly Countenance, he

faid : You gave Powhatan a white Dog, which hefed as him*

felf; hut your King has given me nothing, and yet I am bet'

ter, than your white Dog. Such an arch Senfe had this

Barbarian, of the ftingy Treatment, with which he had

been received at Court.

However, Pocahontas was eagerly fought,' and kindly,

entertained every where. Many Courtiers, and others of

his Acquaintance, daily flocked to Captain Smith, to be in*

troduced to her. They generally confefied,' that the Hand
of God did viiibly appear, in her Converfion ; and that they

bad feen many Englijh Ladies, worfe favoureds of lefs ex?-
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a& Proportion, and genteel Carriage, than fhe was. She * 6lfi -

was likewife carried to Court, by the Lady Delawarr, at-
v

\r
>

tended by the Lord, her Hufband, and divers other Perfons

of Famion andDiftin&ion. The whole Court were charm-^
td and furprifed, at the Decency and Grace of her Deport-

ment ; and the King himfelf, and Queen, were pleafed,

honourably to receive and efteem her. The Lady Dda-
tuarr, and thofe other Perfons of Quality, alfo waited on

her, to the Mafks, Balls, Plays, and other publick Enter-

tainments ; with which (he was wonderfully pleafed and de-

lighted. And fhe would, doubtlefs, have well deferved, and

fully returned, all this Refpecl and Kindnefs, had fhe lived

to arrive in Virginia.

The Lord Rich was one of the Company in England ;

& great and powerful, but a moft defigning, interefted,

and factious Member. JNot content with that lawful and

regular Advantage, which might be juftly expe&e , in a

due Courfe of Time, from the Enterprife, but aiming at a

fudden and extraordinary Profit, altho' it fhould be, by the

Spoil of the Publick, and Oppreffion of the private Plan-

ters, and being likewife egged on and affiffed, by fome cor-

rupt and avaritious Perfons, he threw himfelf at the Head

of a Faction in the Company, and drew over to his Party,

as many Creatures and Dependents, as he poffibly could.

By their Means and Support, he hoped and endeavoured,

to bear fuch a Sway, both in the Virginia and Somer-IJlands

Company, that the Management of all things at home, ami

the Placing all Governors abroad, mould be entirely in his

Power and Difpofal. And altho' he met with a Check in

his Defigns, from many great and worthy Members, and

a vaft Majority of the whole Companies, yet he did, at

this time, carry a very important Point. Captain Samuel

Argall, a Friend and Relation of Sir Thomas Smith, the

Treasurer, was one of Lord Rich's fafteft Friends and Fa-

vourites. His Lordfhip therefore, having concerted Mat-

ters with him, and entered into a Partnerfhip, procured him

to be elected Deputy-Governor of Virginia. And altho*

Martial Law was then the Common Law of the Country,

yet the better to arm and ftrengthen him, with the Exeff

cife of fuch a defpotic Authority, and that no Man here

might dare to open his Mouth againft him, he obtained for

him the Place of Admiral of the Country and Seas adjoin-

ing.

With thefe Views and Powers, was Captain Argall ^17.

fitted out, and fent to Virginia, in the Beginning of 161 7. ^—v
And the Treafurer and Council took Care, for the proper gJJ^W
AttwnmQdation gf Pocahontas and her Hufband, on boaYd

L the
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the Admiral Ship. Mr Rolfe was alfo made Secretary and
Recorder-General of Virginia, which Place was now firft

7
> initituted. But it pleflfed God, at Grave/end, to take Pa-
cahontas to his Mercy, in about the two and twentieth Year
of her Age. Her unexpected Death caufed not more Sor-

row and Concern in the Spectators, than her religious End
gave them Joy and Surpi ife. For fhe died, agreeably to

her Life, a moil fincere and pious Cbriftian. Her little Son,

Thomas Rolfe, was left at Plimouth with Sir Lewis Steukley,

who defired the Care and Education of him. This Gen-
tleman was then Vice-Admiral of the County of Devon

;

but foon after, having feifed Sir Walter Ralegh, and been

guilty of a notable Piece of Treachery towards him, he

drew upon himfelf the publick Scorn and Deteftation. For

however hard or unjuft Kings and Statefmen may be to

thofe Perfons of their Age, who are of the molt eminent

Parts and Virtues, the Publick is generally more candid in

it's Judgments, and apt to refent every Hardfhip or ill Ufage

to fuch Men. Sir Lewis Steukley therefore fell unpitied,

when he was afterwards detected in corrupt Practices ; for

which he was obliged to purchafe his Life at the Expence

cf his whole Fortune, and at laft died, a poor, defpifed,

and diffracted Beggar. And as thefe Misfortunes happened

foon after this Time, it is not to be fuppofed, that young

Mr. Rolfe long enjoyed the Advantage of his Favour and

kind Intentions. However he was carried up to London^

and there educated by his Uncle Mr. Henry Rolfe, and after-

wards became a Perfon of Fortune and Diftinction in this

Country. He left behind him an only Daughter, who was

married to Col. Robert Boiling ; by whom fhe left an only

Son, the late Major John Boiling, who was Father to the

prefent Col. John Boiling, and feveral Daughters, married

to Col. Richard Randolph, Col. John Fleming, Dr. William

Gay, Mr. Thomas Eldridge, and Mr. James Murray. Sa
that this Remnant of the Imperial Family of Virginia, which
long ran in a fingle Perfon, is now encreafed and branched
out into a very numerous Progeny.
But Governor Argall, with his Vkre-Admiral Captairt

Ralph Hamer, purfued their Voyage to Virginia, where
they arrived in May. He found all the publick Works and/
Buildings in Ja?nes-Town fallen to Decay ; not above live

or fix private Houfes fit to be inhabited j the Market-place,
Streets, and all other fpare Places, planted with Tobacco j

and the Colony difperfed all about, as every Man could
find the propereft Place, and beft Conveniency, for Plant-
ing. But foon after his Arrival, he wrote to England, that
he Colony was m great Peace aad Plenty, and the People
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bufily employed, in preparing for their Crops of Corn and

Tobacco. With him returned Tomocomo, who, in our old

Records, is called by a third Name, Tomakin. Captain

Argall fent him immediately to Opechancanough, who came
Governor*

to James-Town, and received a Prefent, with great Joy
and Thankfulnefs. Tomocomo railed violently againfl: En-
gland, and the Englijh ; and particularly, againlt his beft

Friend, Sir Thomas Daki But all his Reports were fo

clearly difproved before Opechancanough and his Grandees,

that much to the Satisfaction of the Grandees, he was re- »

jetted and difgraced. But Powhatan, all this while, leaving

the Care and Charge of the Government chiefly to Opechan-

canough, went about from Place to Place, taking his Plea-

fure, and vifiting the different Parts of his Dominions.
However he frill continued in good Friendihip with the En-
glijh. He greatly lamented the Death of his Daughter ;

but rejoiced, that her Child was living. He alfo, as well

as Opechancanough i exprefled much Defire to fee him ; but

determined, that he ought not to come over, before he was
ftronger. And, this Year, one Mr. Lambert made a great

Difcovery, in the Trade of Planting. For the Method of

curing Tobacco then was in Heaps. But this Gentleman
found out, that it cured better upon Lines ; and therefore

the Governor wrote to the Company, to fend over Line for

that Purpofe.

Captain Argall was a Man of Senfe and Induftry ; iSiS;

and therefore, to fecure a Plenty of Provifions, he fent out,

the next Year, a Frigat and a fmall Bark to trade, which
brought near fix hundred Bufhelr, of Corn, to the great

Relief of the Colony. For the Company's Servants, that

worked for the Store, were reduced to fifty four, Men,
Women, and Children. But from the Farmers, who were
at Captain Argall's Arrival eighty one, and from the In-

dians, as Tribute, they received annually above twelve

hundred Bufhels. But this Year, there was a great

Drought, with a dreadful Storm, that poured down H
ftones, eight or nine Inches round, which did much Da -

mage to both Corn and Tobacco. However, what To-
bacco could be faved, was made up, the beft at three Shil-

lings a Pound, and the reft at eighteen Pence. The Go-
vernor alfo publifhed feveral Edicts : That all Goods mould
be fold at twenty five per Cent, and Tobacco allowed for

at three Shillings a Pound, and not under nor o-ver, on the

Penalty of three Years Slavery to the Colony : That there

(hould be no private Trade or Familiarity with the Savages ;

That no Indian mould be taught to ihoot with Guns, on

Pain of Death to Teacher and Learner : That no Per fun

L 2 Siould .
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i6j8. fhould hunt Deer or Hogs, without the Governor's Leave:
"v That all Hogs, found a lecond time in James-Town fhould

cStow
/7
' be forfeited tu the Colony

; and thofe at Bermuda, ringed

:

That no Mun mould moot, except in his own neceffary

Defence againff. an Enemy, till a new Supply of Ammuni-
tion came in, on Pain of a Year's Slavery : That none
fhould go on board the Ship, then at James-Town, without

the Governor's Leave ; and that no Matters of Ships fhould

fuffer their Sailers to go afhore, or talk with the People at

Kicquotan : That every Perfon mould go to Church, Sun-

days and Holidays, or lye Neck and Heels that Night, and

be a Slave to the Colony the following Week ; for the fe-

cond Offence, he mould be a Slave for a Month j and for

the third, a Year and a Day.
The Lord Dclawarr, who had withdrawn from the

Government on Account of his Health, and whofe Com-
miffion, as Captain-General, was fupreme, and fuperfeded

all others, being ardently wifhed for by the Colony, was

now fent by the Council and Company, in a large Ship
?

with a Supply of two hundred People. But meeting with

contrary Winds and much bad Weather, many fell fick,

and thirty died. In this Number was the Right Honoura-

ble, the Lord Governor himfelf ; a Perfon of a mofl noble

and generous Difpofition, who had warmly embarked, and

expended much Money, in this Bufinefs, for his Country's

Good. Cambden tells us, that he had been feafted at the

WeJlern-IJlands, and that his Death was not without fufpi-

cion of Poifon. And I think I have fomewhere feen, that

he died about the Mouth of Delawarr Bay, which thence

took it's Name from him. But being not able, now to re-

collect the Authority, I fhall leave it, as I found it, and

not venture pofitively to affirm it. After his Death, they

ware forced on the Coafl of New-England ; where they

got a Recruit of Wood and Water, and took fuch an A-

biindance of Fifh and Fowl, as plentifully ferved them to

Virginia. They likewife here met a fmall Frenchman, rich

in Bever and other Furrs, who feafted them with fo great

a Variety of Fifh, Fowl, and Fruits, that they were all

amazed ; little fufpecling, that wild Defert could afford

fuch a wonderful Plenty of delicate and wholefome Food.

This Ship bringing News, that Multitudes were preparing

in England to be fent, Captain Argall called a Council,

and wrote to the Treafurer and Council in England the

State of the Colony ; and what Mifery mult neceffarily en-

fue, if they fent not Provifions, as well as People. And
be likewife reprefented their Want of fkilful Hufbandmen,
with Shares, Harnefs, and other Implements fgr Ploughing.
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For their Land was exceeding; good, and they had now

about forty Bulls and Oxen, which were wholly idle and
v—v

—

ufelefs, for want of flrilful Men to bring them to Labour. cJ^f
However, I find, in our old Records, that fome Ploughs,

by this time, were fet to work.

One Richard Killingbeck, this Summer, attempting a

fecret Trade with the Indians, was, together with his whole

Company, flain by a Party of the Cbickahomiiiies ; who
fearing the Confequences, robbed the Matchacomoco Houfe

of their Town, and fled. This was their Temple and re-

ligious Treafury ;
held, to the higher! Degree, facred and

inviolable by the Indians. And the Sunday after, they flew

two Boys and three young Children, within a Mile of

James-Town, while their Parents were at Church. The
Governor therefore fent to Opcchancanough, who had the

Title of their King, and the Power too, as far as Neceffity

conftrained, or it fuited with their Humour or Intereft. But

he excufed the Nation from the Guilt, and laid the whole

Blame upon fome fugitive Robbers ; of whofe Town he

fent him a Bafket of Earth, as Pofilffion given ; and pro-

mifed, to fend their Heads alfo for Satisfaction, as foon

as they could pofiibly catch them. But this he never per-

formed j and conftdering the Perfidy of his' Nature, and

the exterminating Hatred, he always bore to the Englijb, it

is much to be queftioned, whether he was not privy to, or

perhaps the chief Author and Contriver of the whole Mat-

ter. However, by thefe A£ts of Hoftility and Barbarity,

the whole Nation was rendered obnoxious to the Englijb

Power and Refentment, and his Regal Authority thereby

firmly riveted and eftablifhed among them. Altho' the Go-

vernor, being fatisfied with this Pretence and Excufe, never

farther profecuted, or revenged, this perfidious Murder and

Breach of the Peace.

Captain Jrgall, all this time, was not negligent or

forgetful of the grand End of his coming to Virginia, but

pulhed on his unrighteous Gains, by all imaginable Methods

of Extortion and Oppreffion. For befides a Multitude of

private Wrongs to particular Perfons, he converted in a

manner wholly to his own Ufe and PofTeffion, whatfoeyer

remained, at that time, belonging to the Pubhck, being

the Fruits and Rclidls of eighty thoufand Pounds Expence.

So that he was loudly charged, with many Oftcnces in Mat-

ter of State and Government, with Depredation and Walte

of the publick Eftate and Revenues of the Company, and

with great Oppreffion of the Colony in general, as well as

feveral private Men in particular. And the Cries of his

Outrages and Rapine at laft became fo loud and numerous.
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161S. and the Company in England was fo enraged at the Reports—
^ and Informations, they received, that they could fcarce be

Sam. Argall reftrained from flying to the King, for the Redrefs of fo
Civervor. ^^y ancj fo great Mifchiefs. But Sir Thomas Smithy whe-

ther in Favour to Captain Argall, his Kinfman, or out of

his real Judgment, alledged, that imploring his Majefty's

Aid might prove prejudicial to the Company's Power, and

of dangerous Confequence to their Liberties ; and might

alfo give Room to much publick Scandal and Reflexion.

And therefore he propofed a milder and lefs clamorous Way
of Proceeding.

To this End, he himfelf, Alderman John/on, the De-

puty-Treafurer, Sir Lionel Cranfield, and others of the

Council, wrote Captain Argall a Letter, dated the 23d of

Augujly 1618; charging him, in very fharp and fevere

Terms, with many Crimes and Mifdemeanors : That he

was exceedingly chargeable to the Company, and converted

the Fruits of their Expence to his own private Ufe : That

he was grown fo proud and infolent, as to fcorn the Tide

of Deputy-Governor, declaring, that he would be no Man's

Deputy ; That he wronged the Magazine, by his Negli-

gence and Connivency : That he had appropriated the In-

dian Trade to himfelf j ufing the Company's Frigat and

other VefTels, together with their Men, to trade for his

own Benefit, and prohibiting the Trade of Skins and Furs

to all others : That he took the old Planters, who ought to

be free, as well as the Company's Tenants and Servants,

and fet them upon his own Employments : That he expen-

ded the publick Store-Corn, to feed his own Men : That

he had, for fome private End and Purpofe of his own, in-

formed the Company, that Opechancanough and the Natives

intended to give their Country to Mr. Rolfe's Child, and

to referve it from all others, 'till he came of Age : That

he neither looked into, nor regarded, their Inftru&ions

;

but had, under Pretence of their Commiffion, difpofed of

all the Company's Cattle, agatnft their Exprefs Orders and

Directions, and had converted the Profits thereof to his own
Ufe : That he had, under Colour of his Right, as Admiral,
feifed and detained fome Hides, unlawfully taken or pur-

chafed, for which the Company had compounded, with the

Lord High Admiral and the Spani/h AmbafTador, at the

great Expence of four hundred Pounds : And in fhort, that

all his Actions and Proceedings feemed to be, as if the Co-
lony was wholly intended for his private Gain and Advanr
tage, and as if he was fo great, and they fo mean and in-r

fenfihle of Reafcn, as to let things, of this publick and no-
torious Nature, pafs off without a ftricfc and exaft Account

;

up-
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upbraiding him alfo with thefe ungrateful Returns to their

Favour and Friendfhip, in procuring him the Government.
At the fame time, they wrote a Letter to my Lord -W Argdl

Delawarr, whofe Death was yet unknown in England, Gjvernor«

containing the like Heads of Complaint and Accufation a-

gainft Captain Argall ; and informing him, that by the

ftrange Infolence of his laft Letter, and by the Informations

of fundry WitnefFes, lately come from Virginia, there was
more Difcontent raifed in the Adventurers, and more Dan-
ger feared to the Colony, than had ever happened, by any
other thing, fince the firft Beginning of the Enterprife. So
that the Adventurers could hardly be rtftrained from going

to the King, altho' far off on a Progrefs, and procuring his

Majefty's Command, to fetch him home as a Malefactor.

But to avoid farther Scandal to their Management and Ad-
ministration, they befeech his Lordfhip, to fend him forth-

with to England, to make his perfonal Appearance, and to

give his Anfwers to fuch things, as fhould be laid to his

Charge. And forafmuch as it was conceived, that there

would be many things, for which he mud make Satisfaction

to the Company, they defired his Lordfhip, to feife upon
his Tobacco, Skins, Furs, and other Goods, to be fent to

them as a Depofite, till all Matters fhould be fatisfied and

adjufted ; and that he would likewife return the Cattle, and

other publick Goods, which he had embezzled, to their

proper Places and Owners. And at the fame time, there

was an Order of Court palled in England, to fequefter all

Captain ArgaWs Effects, which fhould be fent home, to

make Reftitution to the Company for his Rapines and Ex-

tortions.

These Letters, coming, by Lord Delawarr's Death,

to Captain Jrgall's Hands, were fo far from diverting or

reprefling his Exhorbitances, that they feemed, only to put

him upon his Guard, and to render him the more ea-

ger and ftudious to make the beft Ufe of his Time. For

my Lady Dclawarr complained, that he wrongfully took

fome of her Goods from her late Hufband's Servants, with-

out rendering any Account of them. And indeed he had,

in general, affumed to himfclf a Power, of ordering and

difpofing of his Lordfhip's Effate, fetting his Tenants and

Servants to his own Work, and thereby ruining and depo-

pulating a very large and hopeful Plantation, begun by his

Lordfhip. But one Captain Edward Brewjlcr, alledgfeg

Lord Delawarr's Order, for their being under his Manage-

ment and Direction, endeavoured to withdraw them from

the Governor's Work, and to employ them, for the Main-

tenance of themfelves, and for the Benefit gf his Lordfhip's
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Heirs and Fellow-Adventurers. But one of them refufed

to obey him, which drew from him fome threatening Ex-
preffions ag^inft the Fellow. This he immediately ran with

to the Governor ; who being drunk with Power, and im-

patient of Oppcfition, (a Diftemper, very incident to our

American Viceroys) and being alfo vexed perhaps, to find

any one dare to withftand his arbitrary Schemes of Gain,

he caufed Captain Brewjter to be feifed, tried by a Court

Martial, and condemned to Death.

The Legality of this Proceeding was founded on an Ar-

ticle of the Martial Laws of the Low Countries, intro-

duced among thofe Articles, fent over by Sir Thomas S?nhh.

This decreed, " That no Man fhould offer any Violence,

ct or contemptuoufiy refill or difobey his Commander, or

* £ do any Act, or fpeak any Words, which might tend to

*' breed Diforder or Mutiny, in the Town or Field, or

f
c difobey any principal Officer's Directions, upon Pain of

<c Death." But altho' it was evident from his Majefty's

Charter, that the Governor had Power to execute Martial

Law only in Times of Mutiny and Rebellion, in like Man-

ner as Lords Lieutenants in England had, and that in all

other Cafes, as well civil as criminal, their Proceedings

"were to be as agreeable, as conveniently might be, to the

Lows, Statutes, Government, and Policy of the Realm of

England ; and altho' it was as evident, that there was at

that time no Pretence of Rebellion or Mutiny, but the Co-

lony enjoyed an univerfal Peace and Tranquility j yet was

this innocent Gentleman's Condemnation moft unmercifully

driven on, and his Life fubjec"ted to the Pleafure of a furi-

ous and enraged Enemy. And this, not in an Affair of

publick Concern, but in a Difpute of private Right ; ana

when it did not appear, that he had uttered any thing a-

gainft the Governor, but only fome threatening Lan-

guage againft a Servant, that difobeyed his lawful Com-
mands. And the whole was carried on and tranfa£ted, un-

der Colour and Pretence of a Law, which could have no

legal Force or Validity in the Brlujh Dominions. Altho*

it muft be confeffed, that Martial Law was then the reign-

ing Law of Virginia, to the great Difcouragement of the

Colony, and to the manifeff Infringement of the Rights and

Liberties of the People, as Britijh Subjects. And this

Courfe, at times introduced and ufej from the firff, as be-

ing iri a State of War and Danger, was firmly riveted and
confirmed by thofe bloody Articles, fent in by Sir Tlmnas
Smith, which were unfortunately, at their firft coming, ap-«

$iicd to a good Purpofe and Effect by Sir Thomas Dale, irj

cj lulling the difordeily and mutinous Humours of the Peo-
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pie. And thus, by this Example and Authority, and by 1618.

eafy Acquiefcence and Ignorance in the People of their na- v—v—

'

live Rights and Privileges, it was made the {landing Rule Sam
- A'ialt

of Proceeding, and became the Common Law and Cuftom
Goycmji '

of the Country.

But fome of the Court, reflecting on the extreme Se-

verity of thefe Martial Laws, and being alfo moved per-

haps by the particular Hardfhip and Unrighteoufnefs of the

prefent Cafe, prevailed on the reft, to go in a Body, and

intercede for Captain Brewjler's Life. And being alfo joined

by fuch of the Clergy, as were at Hand, they did, with

much Intreaty, and after many Repulfes and Allegations of

Captain Argall, at laft prevail to fave his Life. But it

was upon this exprefs Condition, that he mould take a fo-

lemn Oath, neither directly nor indirectly, in England or

elfewhere, to utter any contemptuous Words, or do any

thing elfe, that mould turn to the Difhonour or Difparage-

ment of Captain Argall ; and that he fhould never return

more to Virginia, by any direct or indirect Means. All

which was this poor Gentleman, a Perfon of fome Figure

and Confideration, obliged to fubmit to, to refpite and put

off an immediate Execution. But after his Return to

England, being deeply fenfible of this oppreflive and in-

jurious Treatment, as alfo to clear his Reputation, and to

wipe off the Stain of being a condemned Man, he appealed

from the Sentence of the Court Martial in Virginia, to the

Treafurer and Company in England. And the Profecution

of this Appeal did greatly contribute, to fhew and expofe

the extreme Rapicioufnefs and tyrannical Adminiftration of

Captain Argall.

A Ship, called the Treafurer, was alfo, this Year, fent

from England by the Lord Rich, who was now become

Earl of Warwick, a Perfon of great Note afterwards in the

Civil Wars, and commander of the Fleet againft the King.

He had afpired to the Title of Earl of Clare ; but that

beino- then efteemed the fame with Clarence, and a Royal

Title, it was judged too high an Honour for a Family in a,

Manner new and upftart, and that of Warwick conferred

upon him. This Ship was here new victualled, and manned

with the ftouteft and ableft Recruits, that could be picked

out of the whole Colony. And then, under Colour of an

old Commiffion of Hoftility from the Duke of Savoy, againft

the Spaniards, which they had by fome Means procured,

fhe was fent to rove on the Spanifo Dominions in the Weft-

Indies; where fhe committed much Ravage, and gained

fome Booty. But they had the Confcience even to defraud

the Mariners, who afterwards made Complaint to thq

Com-
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1618. Company, that they had cheated them of their Share of

*—v— the Negroes taken ; all which were placed on the Earl of
Sam. Argall Warwick's Lands in Bermudas, and there kept and detained
Governor.

tQ ^ Lordfhip> s Ufe. And this Proceeding was efteemed,

not only a manifeft Act of Piracy, but alfo a thing of great

Danger to the Colony, confidering our weak Condition at

that time, and the great Strength of the Spaniards in the

Weft-indies. Mr. Beverley alfo gives a particular Account

of an Expedition, made this Year by Captain Argall in Per-

son, to diflodge the French at St. Croix and Port-Royal in

Acadia. But as I cannot find the leaft Mention of it, in

any contemporary Writer, or in any of the old Records,

that I have perufed and examined, I am apt to think, he is

miftaken in the Time, and confounds this with the Expedi-

tion, he made under Sir Thomas Dale, in the Year 1614.

But the Company in England, receiving Advice of

Lord Delawarr's Death, and finding, that Sir Thomas

Smith's Project had thereby failed of Succefs, came to a

Refolution of fending over a new Governor, with Power

to examine all Complaints and Accufations againft Captain

Argall upon the Spot. And therefore Captain Teardley,

who was upon this Occafion knighted, was chofen Go-

vernor and Captain-General, and fent upon this Bufinefs.

But Captain Argall, in the mean while, was fully apprifed,

by the Earl of Warwick and others, his Afl'ociates in En-

gland, of every thing, that had pafTed in their Courts con-

cerning himfelf. Wherefore, to prevent the Seifure of his

Goods, he cormgned all his Effects, under other Men's

Names, and into the Hands of great and powerful Perfons.

And as to thofe Goods, which were fent home, before he

knew of the Order to fequefter them, the Earl of Warwick,

by his Intriguing and Intereft, got them all into his own
Hands, under Pretence of taking out the Share, which be-

longed to him by his Right of Partnerfhip, and upon ex-

prefs Promife, to return the reft into the Company's

Hands. But this Promife he could never be brought to per-

form ; fo that the Company were deprived of the Means to

right themfelves, and defrauded of that juft Restitution,

Which they had great Reafon to expect and demand.
This Year 1618 is likewife memorable, for the Death

of two Perfons of principal Figure in the Virginian Hiftory.

The firft of thefe was Powhatan, Emperor of the Indians^

e, a Prince of excellent Senfe and Parts, and a great Matter
of all the Savage Arts of Government and Policy. He
was penetrating, crafty, infidious, and cruel ; and as hard
to be deceived by others, as to be avoided in his own Stra-

tcgems and Snares. But as to the great and moral Arts of

Policy,
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the regular Order of Succeflion, by his fecond Brother,
G(

Opitchapan ; who is fometimes called Itopatin, and Oeatan.

And now upon his Acceflion to the fupreme Power, he
again changed his Name to Safawpen, as Opechancanough

did his to Mangopeeomen. Upon what Reafon of Cuftom,
or Dignity, or Humour, thefe Changes were made in their

Names, I cannot fay ; but to avoid Confufion, I fhall take

no Notice of fuch nominal Differences, but fhall always

fpeak of the fame Perfon by the fame Name. Opitchapan,

being an eafy, decrepit, and una£tive Prince, was foon

obfcured by the fuperior Parts and Ambition of his younger

Brother, Opechancanough ; whofe Figure and Adtivity firfr.

drew the Attention, and at laft, by degrees, engrofTed the

whole Power of the Government ; altho' for fome time,

he was content with, and feemed chiefly to aftec~t, the Title

pf King of Chickahominy. However they both renewed

and confirmed the League with the Englijh ; under the Pro-

tection of which, every Man peaceably followed his Build-

ing and Planting, without any remarkable Accidents or In-

terruption.

The other Perfon was Sir Walter Ralegh, the Father

and firft Mover of thefe American Colonies ; to whom we
owe our Name, as we do our Settlement alfo to the Profe-

cution of his Defign. In October this Year, he ended a

Life of much Glory and Adverfity, on the Scaffold, to the

everlafting Infamy and Reproach of King James. For he

Was a Perfon of very great Worth, and of avaft and moft

extenfive Genius ; being equally fitted, to fhine in every

Part of Life, or Branch of Art, to which he applied him-

felf. And he was accordingly alike famed, as a Seaman,

a Soldier, a Statcfman, and a Scholar. He was therefore

univerfally pitied and lamented, and even interceded for by

feveral Princes ; by the Queen, Prince Henry, the King of

Denmark, and King of France, whofe Agentjn England*

pven at the laft, endeavoured to contrive his Efcape. But

King James, perverfely bent on the Wrong, could, by no

means, be prevailed upon, to fpare the greateft and wifeft

Head in his Dominions ; but fhamefully made him a Sacri^

lice to his darling Dotage, the Spanijh Match, a Meafure

Weak in itfelf, but profecuted and carried on, with ftill

greater Weakncfs and Indifcretion. But his Death hath

been fo often deplored and condemned, that I fhall not add

to the genera! Complaint any farther, than by making fome

brief Extracts out of a Letter, preferved by Mr. Rujbwortb
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16 iS. in his Collections, to fliew the fliameful Cruelty and In-—v—' juftice of the Act.

6m. Aryaii This Letter is written, by a great Minifter of State in
Governor. £nglancl^ t0 Mr. Cottington, afterwards Lord Cottingtor.

the Britijh Refident at the Court of Spain. In it he com-
plains, as by Order from the King, of the Infincerity and

Chicanry of the Spanifh Court in that Affair, and fets forth

the upright and lincere Intentions of his Majcfty. And he

fays, that he is particularly commanded by his Majefly, to

advertife him of the Execution of Sir Walter Ralegh, who
"was lately put t;o Death, chiefly for their Satisfaction, and

concerning whom he promifes fpeedily to fend a Declara-

tion : That, to pleafe them, his Majefty of late had, in

many things, ftrained upon the Affections of his People

;

and moft especially, in this laft of Sir Walter Ralegh, who
died with great Courage and Conftancy, and had raifed

much Remorfe and Compaflion in the People, who all at-

tributed his Death, to the Spanijh Machinations, and his

Majefty's Defire to do them a Pleafure : And further, he

orders him, ftrongly to infift upon and reprefent, how able

a Man Sir Walter Ralegh was to have ferved his Majcfty, if

he had been pleafed to have employed him : And that yet,

to give them Content, he had not fpared him, altho' he

might, by faving his Life, have given infinite Satisfaction

to his People, and have had at Command, upon all Occa-

fions, as ufeful a Man, as ferved any Prince in Chriften-

dom.
Thus fell one of the laft-furviving, and the brighteft

of all the Commanders, bred under Queen Elijabeth, and

by her fleflied in Spanijh Blood and Spoil. And what is the

moft reproachful Part of it, he fell a Victim to his own
great Merit and Abilities, the Memory and Danger of

•which, to the Spanijh Nation, had been revived, by his late

Expedition to Guiana ; as alfo, out of the old Grudge, for

his many eminent Services, under his former Royal and

illuftrious Miftrefs, Queen Elifabeth, and to place him be-

yond a Poffibility of ever rendering the like Services, to

King Ja?ne$ or his Son. As the King's whole Conduct: to-

wards him was a ftrange Medley of Injuftice and Incon-

jiftcncy, fo was it fmartly obferved by his Son, Carew Ra-
legh ; That his poor Father was firft condemned, for being

a Friend to the Spaniards, and afterwards loft his Life, by
the fame Sentence, for being their- Enemy. He died, as he
had lived, with great Luffre and Honour-; with the Char
rity, Serenity, and Reiignation of a Chriftian, joined to
theMagnanimity and intrepid Courage of an old Roman..

Ik
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In the Beginning of theYear 1619, Sir George Yeardley was l6l9-

difpatched and fent Governor, with divers Commiflions and v—v—~*
Initruclions for proceeding againft Captain Argall in V'trgi- 5 r Giori*

nia, were the Fads were committed, and where the Proofs, q^Zt,
on both Sides, might readily be had. The Earl of War-
wick and his Fa&ion had violently oppofed this, but not be-

ing able to prevail, he was obliged to betake himfelf to

other Meafures. Mr. Rolfe's Commifiion was either now
expired ; or elfe, as I rather believe, he had given Offence

to the Company, and was turned out of his Place of Se-

cretary. And this, I find fome Reafon to fufpe<5t, pro-

ceeded from his too great Submiffion and Subferviency to

Captain Argall's male Practices. But however that was,

the Earl of Warwick obtained that Place from Sir Thomas

Smithy for Mr. John Pory, who now went over with the

Governor. For the Nomination to that Office was a Com-
pliment, made by the Company to their Treafurer ; till af-

terwards the Earl of Southampton, in the Time of his Trea-

furerfhip, returned it back to the Company, and referred it

wholly to their Choice. By the Means of this Pory, as it

was vehemently fufpe£ted, the Earl of Warwick got the

Ship fo long flopped and retarded on the Coaft of England^

that he difpatched a fmall Bark, before from Plimouth, to

fetch away Captain Argall, with all his Goods and Booty*

This Bark arriving the Beginning of April, Captain Argall

took immediate Order for his Affairs, and within four or

five Days, embarked in her for England. He left Captain

Nathaniel Powel Deputy-Governor ; a worthy Gentleman,

who had come in at the firft with Captain Smith, and ever

fince continued, an honeft and ufeful Inhabitant. But his

Government was of very fiiort Duration. For in ten op

twelve Days after Captain Argall's Departure, Sir George

Yeardley arrived ; and was received with the greaterJoy and

Welcome, as he brought with him feveral Charters from

the Company, of Grants and Liberties to the Colony. Fop

the honefter Part and Majority of the Company, being

alarmed at thefe late Proceedings, refolved to be more atten-

tive to the Affair, and to prevent all fuch Exorbitancies for

the future. One of thefe Charters only have I feen, con-

taining Directions to the Governor and Council of State, to

lay off Lands for feveral publick Ufes ; and likewik con-

firming: Titles, and afcertaining the Methods of obtaining

Lands" in Virginia, and for preventing fraudulent and fur-

reptitious Grants ; two of which, of a very extraordinary

and inconvenient Nature, hau been obtained by Captain

-Martin and Captain Argall. But Sir George Yeardley, hav-

ing thus narrowly muTca of the C^uany, applied himfelf to
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1619- the Affairs of Government. And firft he added the fol-

**-*V
—

' lowing Gentlemen to the Council ; Captain Francis Well
Sir George Captain Nathaniel Powel, Mr. John Pory, Mr. John Rolf*

Pernor. Mr. William Wickham, and Mr. Samuel Macock. For al-

though Captain Powel had been appointed Deputy-Gover-

nor, yet was he not of the Council. For, till this time,

the Governors, in Cafe of their Abfence, always affumed

to themfelves the Power of naming their Deputies. Soon

after Sir George publifhed his Intention, of holding a Gene-

ral Aflembly in a fhort time ; which, I fuppofe, was one

of the chief Privileges and Powers, granted and fent over

with him. And I likev/ife find, by an Inftrument of Wri-

ting to one Richard King/mil, that he had a Power to grant,

and accordingly did grant, to all the ancient Planters, who

had been here before Sir Thomas Dale's Departure, a full

Releafe and Difcharge from all further Service to the Co-

lony, excepting only fuch Services, as they mould willing-

tmdertake, or were bound in Duty to perform by the Laws

of all Nations ; together with a Confirmation of all their

Eftates real and perfonal, in as full and ample Manner, as

the Subjects of England held and enjoyed them. And this

Precaution was undoubtedly occafioned by Captain Argall't

Rapines, and many perfonal Impofitions on the ancient Plan-

ters and Freemen of the Colony.

The Earl of Warwick was highly incenfed at thefe late

Proceedings againft Captain Argall ; and finding Sir TJjomas

Smith not ftanch, and fit for his Purpofe, he purfued, with

great Vehemence, the Removal of him and Alderman John*

fon, the Deputy, from the Government of the Company.

Thofe two Gentlemen had alfo given much Offence, to

the greater and better Part of the Adventurers ; and lay un-

der a ftrong Sufpicion, as well of Negligence in their Office,

as of Collufion and unfair Dealing. Sir Thdmas Smith too

ftimfelf, being far advanced in Years, of tender Health,

and very rich, was willing to furrender a Place, of fo great

Trouble and Fatigue, and fo little fair Profit. And there-

fore, being already Governor of the Eajl-India Company,
and lately appointed a Commiffioner of his Majefty's Navy,
he declared, at a Quarter Court, held the 28th of April*

that he was unable to give that Attendance, which he de-

fired, and which the Affairs of the Company demanded

;

and for that reafon, requefted the Favour of them, to be

difcharged from his Office. And altho' he was afterwards

named by fome to be a Candidate, yet he was fixed in his

Refolution, and abfolutcly refufed to ftand in Election, In
his Room, Sir Edwin Sandys, Sir John Wol/lenholme, and
Alderman Johnfon3 were propofed t and the Choice fell on
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Sir Edwin Sandys, he having fifty nine Voices, Sir John
WoljUnholme twenty three, and Alderman Jobnfon eighteen.
Sir Edwin was a Gentleman of Kent, and a Member of s;rGf0r£a

Parliament ; a Perfon of excellent.Underftanding and Judg- nZfZL
ment ; of great Induftry, Vigor, and Refolution ; and in-

9T~~mr
*

defatigable in his Application to the Bufinefs of the Com-
pany and Colony. He had, before this, on Account of his
Iduftry and Knowledge of their Affairs, been often joined,

by the Courts, with Sir Thomas Smith, in the Management
of feveral weighty things, relating to the Colony. So that
fcarce any thing, whilft he was in Town, parted without
him. But he afterwards complained, that what was done,
during his Abode in Town, was commonly undone, when
he was abfent in the Country. Mr. John Farrar, an emi-
nent Merchant of London, with a like Majority, was chofen
Deputy-Treafurer ; a worthy Second to Sir Edwin Sandys y
and every way fit for the Poll, conferred upon him.
But not to caft off an old Servant with Difregard, who

had, in the Time of greateft Trouble and Difficulty, con-
tinued above twelve Years in the principal Office of the

Company, at the Motion of Sir Edwin Sandys, twenty
great Shares, or two thoufand Acres of Land, were be-
ftowed, as a Gratuity, upon Sir Thomas Smith. But there

was not the leaft Notice taken, or Reward given, to Al-
derman Johnfon. And thefe Alterations in the Govern-
ment of the Company gave not only much Satisfaction in

England, but were alfo received with great Joy in Virginia ;
where the old Officers had been long and bitterly exclaimed

againft, by the general Voice of the Colony. But the

Earl of Warwick was fo far from gaining by the Change,
that he had now a Perfon of much greater Honour and In-

tegrity, and a Gentleman of principal Figure and Intereffc

in the Nation, to oppofe his Schemes and Defigns. For
altho' Sir Edwin Sandys was much wronged in the Execu-
tion of his Office, and even fought to be deterred by Threats
of Blood, yet they could no way turn him, from a vigorous

Profecution and Enquiry into the late Diforders in Virginia.

At the Expiration of Sir Thomas Smith's Government, af-

ter fourfcore thoufand Pounds Expence and twelve Years

Labour, the Colony confifted of about fix hundred Perfons,

Men, Women, and Children. And they had about three

hundred Head of Cattle, fome Goats, and infinite Num-
bers of Hogs, both wild and tame. But all the Compa-
ny's Lands and Plantations were utterly ruined and depo-

pulated by Captain Argall, there being only three Tenants

left thereon, and fix M.n of what he called his Guard.

And nQtwtihitaiiding Sir Thomas Smith's Boaft? that he had

left
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' left four thoufand Pounds, for the new Treafurer to proceed

—v

—

J upon, yet it was found, upon Examination, that the Com-
r George

panv was above that Sum in Debt. However Sir Edwin

avonor.
Sandys, and all the founder and more publick-fpirited Part

of the Company, applied themfelves, with a laudable Dili-

gence and Induftry, to reform the Abufes, and by all the

Methods, they could devife, to fet forward and advance the

Plantation.

Sir George Yeardley, upon his Arrival in Virginia, find-

ing a great Scarcity of Corn, made it his firft Care to fup-

ply that Defect. And therefore he wrote to the Treafurer

and Company in England, to excufe him, if he made not

fuch Returns in Tobacco, this Year, as might be expected.

For he was determined, by the Blefling of God, to raife

fuch a plentiful Crop of Corn, that the Colony mould not,

in bafte, be in any further Danger of Want. And about

the latter End of June, he called the firft General Aflcm-

bly, that was ever held in Virginia. Counties were not yet

laid off, but they elected their Reprefentatives byTown-
lhips. So that the Burroughs of James-Town, Henrico,

Bermuda Hundred, and the reft, each fent their Members to

the Affembly. And hence it is, that our Lower Houfe of

Affembly was firft called the Houfe of Burgeffes, a Name
proper to the Reprefentatives of Burroughs or Towns

;

and it hath, by Cuftom, ever fince retained that Appella-

tion, altho' the Burgeffes, or Members for Towns and Cor-

porations, are very few and inconfiderable at prefent, in

Comparifon of the Reprefentatives for Counties. Mr. Be-

verley fays, they fate in the fame Houfe with the Gover-

nor and Council, after the Manner of the Scotch Parlia-

ment ; and we are told by Smith, that they debated afl

Matters, thought expedient for the Good of the Colony.

The Acts of this General AlTembly were remitted to En-

gland, and prefented to the Company, to be read in their

Court, the 20th of March following. For the Company
then had the regal Power of confirming, or difanulling our

Acts of Affembly. I can no where find, among the Re-

cords now extant, any Account of the Particulars, that

palTed. Only Sir Edwin Sandys, upon Perufal of them,

allures the Company, that they were very well and judi-

cioufly formed ; but they were very intricate, and difficult

to be reduced into diftinct and proper Heads.
However we maybe certain of this happy Effect, that

by the Introduction of the Britijh Form of Government,
by Way of Parliament or Affembly, the People were again

reftored to their Birthright, the Enjoyment of Britijh

berty j and that moft grievgus and opprefliye Cultom of

Trial
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Trial by Martial Law was thereby, if not at once, yet by 1619.

Degrees, entirely banifhed and abolifhed. It is true indeed, v—v '

that before, both by the Royal Charters, and by all other sir Georgd

Law and Reafon, the Englijh, tranfplanted hither, had a
r'ardley-

Right to all the Liberties and Privileges of Englijh Subjects.
Governor*

And certainly no Perfon, in his Senfes, would have left the
Liberty of England, to come hither (in order to improve
the Commerce, and increafe the Riches of the Nation) to
a State of Slavery ; when without that, it was natural to
fuppofe, that they muft undergo much Hardfhip and La-
bour. Yet by the Neceflity of the Times, by the Igno-
rance of the People, and by the Oppreflion and Tyranny of
Governors, they had, thus far, been deprived of that their

native Right. But with the Englijh Form of Government,
the Englijh Liberty again revived and flourifhed ; and to-

gether with the Nation, they now tranfplanted and diffufed

into America their moft happy Constitution. From this

Time therefore, we may moft properly date the Original

of our prefent Constitution, by Governor, Council, and
BurgefTes ; which altho' defective perhaps in fome material

Points, yet comes fo near to the excellent Model of the En~
glijh Government, that it muft be the hearty Prayer and
Defire of ali true Lovers of their Country, that it may
long flourifh among us and improve, For this happy Change,
we are chiefly indebted to the Change of the Officers and
Governors of the Company in England, and to the Activity

and Attention of Sir Edwin Sandys, and many other worthy
Mcnibers of the Company, to the Affairs of the Colony.

This Summer, they laid off four new Corporations ;

which encreafed the Number of their Burroughs, that had
Right to fend Members to the AfFembly, to eleven in all.

And "Japazaws, the King of Patowmack, came to "James-

Town, and' invited the Englijh into his River to trade ; for

a more plentiful Year of Corn had not been known, in a
long time. But Captain Ward, being fent thither, was
treacheroufly dealt with by the Natives ; and the thing

coming to open Hoftility, he took from them eight hundred

Bufhels by Force, and fo returned to 'James-Town. One
Captain Stallings, this Year, had the Misfortune, firft to

have his Ship caft aWayj and not long after to be flain, in

a private Quarrel, by William Eppes. And the whole

Colony laboured under fo great a Mortality, that no lefs

than three hundred of the Inhabitants died within the Year.

But in Mitigation of this, they had the moft plentiful Crop
of Grain, that had ever yet been raifed, fince the firft Plan-

tation of the Country. And indeed the Company received

fuch an Account of it, as will not eajily gain Credit ; which

M I there-
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1619. I therefore leave entirely to the Reader's good Pleafure to
v—v believe or difbelieve, as he thinks fit j neither fhould I have
S r George related it, had I not found it authentically recorded, in the

Cwenwr. Company's Journals. For by Letters from Virginia, they

were informed, that they had had two Harvefts of Wheat,

the firft being fhaken by the Wind, and producing a feccnd

;

and their Ground was fo extraordinary fat and good, that

they planted Indian Corn upon the Stubble, and had an ex-

cellent Crop of that. But it muft be remembered, that

rare-ripe Corn was the Corn of thofe Times, and that they

ufually had two Crops of it in a Year.

Whilst things were in this State in Virginia, Sir Ed"

win Sandys was, by no means, idle or negligent of his

Charge in England. For turning the whole Bent of his

Thoughts, towards the Improvement and Furtherance of

this noble Enterprife, he got a Committee appointed, con-

futing of Sir Dudley Digges, Sir Edward Harwood, and di-

vers other Knights, Gentlemen, Merchants, and Citizens,

as well for compiling and reducing the ftanding Rules and

Orders, for the Government of their own Company, into

one entire Body, as more efpecially for conftituting Laws,

and fettling a Form of Government for Virginia, appoint-

ing Magiftrates and Officers, and declaring their feveral

Functions and Duties. And this was one of the chief Powers

and Injunctions of his Majefty's Letters patent and Inftruc-

tions to the Company. As to the former Part, concerning

the Government of themfelves, it was cafily brought to a

tolerable Head. But the latter being a vaft. Defign, of very

great Weight and Difficulty, and comprehending no lefs,

than a Project for rearing, conftituting, and forming a com-

pleat Commonwealth, in all its Parts, it never could, not-

withstanding Sir Edwin Sandys's great Pains and Diligence,

be brought to any fatisfactory Conclufion. So that Virginia

was left to the beft Means of forming its Government ; that

is to fay, to work after the EngliJ}) Plan, with the Afliftance

of Time and Experience, and the united Senfe and Endea-

vours of its Reprefentatives and Officers of State.

The King had formerly iiiued his Letters to the feveral

Bifhops of the Kingdom, for collecting Money, to erect

and build a College in Virginia, for the training up and

educating Infidel Children in the true Knowledge of God.

And accordingly, there had been already paid near fifteen

hundred Pounds towards it, and more was expected to come

in. For befides other Particulars, Sir Edwin Sandys, upon

fome Conference with the Bifhop of Litchfield, found, that

he had never heard of any Collection in his Diocefe; but

he promifed, as foon, as he &ou,ld have a Warrant, to for-

th*
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ther fo good a Defign, with the utmoft Diligence. Sir

Edwin therefore recommended it to the Company, as a

thing moft worthy of their Confideration, both for the Glo- S'.r George

ry of God, and their own Honour. And he told them, r™rdhy-

that it was an Affair of that Weight and Dignity, that they
VJ ""-rnjr '

muft expect to render an Accout of their Proceedings to the

State ; and that Negligence therein could never efcape pub-
lick Notice and Cenlure, efpecially of thofe, who had ge-
neroufly contributed towards it. He therefore had Sir Dud-
ley Digges, Sir Nathaniel Rich, Sir "John Woljlenholme, Mr.
Deputy Farrar, Dr. Anthony, and Dr. Guljione, appointed

a Committee, to meet, as he fhould order and direct, and
to confult thereupon. And he likewife moved and obtained,

that ten thoufand Acres of Land fhould be laid oft" for the

Univerfity at Henrico, a Place formerly refolvcd on for that

Purpofe. This was intended, as well for the College for the

Education of Indians, as alfo to lay the Foundation of a Se-

minary of Learning for the Englijh. In Coniequence of
thefe Refolvcs, Sir Edwin procured fifty Men to be fent this

Summer, and fifty more the Beginning of the next Year,
to be feated on thefe College Lands, as Tenants at Halves.

They were to have half the Profit of their Laoour to them-
felves, and the other half was to go, towards forwarding

the Building, and the Maintenance of the Tutors and Scho-
lars. And as a Man's Labour was then computed at ten

Pounds Sterling a Year, it was intended, hereby to eftablifh

an annual Revenue of five Iv ndred Pounds, for this good
and pious Work. Mr. George Thorpe alfo, a Kinfman of

Sir Thomas Dale's, being a Gentleman of his Majefty's Pri-

vy Chamber, and one of the Council in England for Virgi-

nia, accepted of the Place, and was fent over the next Spring,

as the Company's Deputy and Superintendent for the Col-

lege. And for his Entertainment and Support, they granted

three hundred Acres of Land, to be for ever annexed and

belonging to that Place, with ten Tenants thereon.

In a great and general Quarter Court of the Company,
held in November this Year, Sir Edwin Sandys told them,
that his Duty and Inclination running equally for the Ad-
vancement of this good Action, he had many things to lay

before them. And accordingly, he reminded them, that

the Maintenance of the Pubiick, in all States, was of no
lefs Importance, even for the Benefit of private Men, than
the Root and Body of a Tree are to the particular Branches.

And he recalled to their Remembrance, how by the admi-
rable Care and Diligence of two worthy Knights, Sir Tho-

mas Gates and Sir "Jho?nas Dale, the pubiick Eltate and Re-
venue of the Company had been fet forward, in a Way to

(great Perf' .-tm!!
; Th^t the former. Sir Tlmnas Gates, had

the
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the Honour to all Pofterity, to be the firft named, in his

Majefty's Patent and Grant of Virginia, and was alfo the
G - orie

firft, that by his Wifdom, Induftry, and Valour, accom-

\mor, Pan i c<^ w *tn exceeding Pains and Patience, in the Midft of
1

many Difficulties, had laid the Foundation of the prefent

profperous State of the Colony; And the latter, Sir Thomas

Vale, building upon thbfe Foundations, with great and

conftant Severity, had reclaimed, almoft miraculoufly, thofe

idle and difTolute Perfons, and reduced them to Labour and

an honeft Fafhion of Life : That proceeding with great

2eal for the good of the Company, he had laid off publick

Lands, to yield them a ftanding Revenue ; placed Servants

thereon, as alfo upon other publick Works, for the Com-

pany's Ufe; eftablifhed an annual Rent of Corn from the

Farmers, and of Tribute from the Barbarians ; together

with a great Stock of Cattle, Goats, and other Animals 5

That this had fince been the Occafion of drawing fo many

private Plantations, to feat in Virginia > upon Hope and

Promife of Plenty of Corn and Cattle, to be lent them by

the Publick, for their Eafe and Benefit, at their firft Arri-

val : But that fince their Times, all this publick Provifion

had been utterly laid wafte and deftroyed : And that befides,

for about an hundred Peifons, which appeared to have been

fent, at die Company's Charge, within the two or three

laft Years, Sir George Teardley wrote Word, that, at his

Arrival, only three could be found, remaining to the Publick:

That as to the Means and Caufes of thefe Dilapida-

tions, he doubted not, but that hereafter, in due time, they

would be made fully manifest ; but that he forbore, at pre-

fent to touch upon them, left he mould, by Glance of

Speech, give Offence to any Perfon prefent (for Captain

Argall, the known Author thereof, was then in Court

)

But as to the Remedies of thefe Mifchiefs, he related to

them, what Method6 had been already taken. For where-

as, not much above three Years before, there had been re-

mitted from Virginia twelve feveral Commodities, fold

openly in Court, to the great Honour of the Action, and

Encouragement of the Adventurers ; yet fince that time,

there had been little returned, worth fpeaking of, except

Tobacco and Saflafras ; to which the People there applied

themfelves fo entirely, that they would have been reduced

to the Neceffity of ftarving, the laft Year, had not the Ma-
gazine fupplied them with Corn and Cattle from England:

That this had been the Occafion of ftopping and difcourag-

ing many Hundreds of People, who were providing to re-

move themfelves thither: That frequent Letters had there-

fore been fent, from the Council there to the Governor I»

Virginia, to feftraifl that unjH9defate planting of Tobacco,
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and to caufe the People to apply themfdves to other and 1619.

better Commodities : And that he had alio, by the Advice —v—

"

*

and Confent of the Council, and according to an Order now p
:

to be propofed, caufed to be drawn a new Covenant, to be G jvcrn/r#
inferted in all future Grants of Land, that the Patentees

fhould not apply themfelves, wholly, or chiefly, to To-
bacco, but to ether Commodities, therein fpecified ; an

Example whereof they would now fee, in a Patent, lying

before them for their Approbation.

But altho' they had been, by no means, negligent in

thefe Affairs, yet he faid, that his principal Care and Study

had been employed, to fet up again and reftore the publick

Stock and Revenue, to as great, or a greater Degree of

Perfection, than they had heretofore been at. And to that

End, he recounted, how three thoufand Acres of Land

had been laid oft, for the Governor ; twelve thoufand for

the Company ; and ten thoufand, for the Univerfity at Hen-

rico. And that feventy two Perfons had already been placed

on the Company's Land, fifty three on the Governor's, and

fifty on the College's ; an hundred and feventy five in all.

But not content with this, he told them, that he had ftill

fome- farther Proportions to make to them.

And firft, he propofed to them, that thefe Tenants for

the publick might, the next Spring, be encreafed to the

Number of three hundred j an hundred for the Company's

Land, an hundred for the College, and an hundred for the

Governor, who fhould be obliged, at the Expiration of his

Office, to leave the fame Number to his SuccefTor ;
which

would thereby raife a ftanding Revenue of a thoufand Pounds

a Year, and eafe the Company of all further Expence for

his Provifion and Entertainment. And whereas Care had

been, and ftill fhould be taken, during his Office, to fend

over to thefe Lands, divers ftaid and difcreet Perfons, he

propofed, in the fecend Place, that an hundred Boys and

Girls, of about twelve or thirteen Years of Age, might be

fent to be their Servants and Apprentices ; in the Charge

whereof, he hoped, that the honourable City of London

would partake with the Company, as they had formerly

done. And becaufe he underftood, that the People in Vir-

ginia, tho' feated there in their Perfons for fome few Years*

yet were not fettled in their Minds, nor intended to make

it their Place of Reft and Continuance, but propofed, after;

having got fome Wealth, to return again to England, which

tended to the utter Overthrow and Diffolu-tion of the Plan-

tation ; he therefore advifed, and made it his third Propo-

fition, that there fhould be fent over one hundred Maids*

vouns ajid uncorrupt, to make Wifes for the Inhabitants ^
*

0
Xvl 3 truu
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l6l 9«" that Wives, Children, and Families, might render therti

v—v— lefs moveable, and fix and fettle them, together with their

PwdU
gt Poftcrity> in that Soil

:

And that fuch of thefe Maids, as

cZlxmr. were carried to the publick Farmers, mould be tranfportcd

at the Company's Fxpence ; but if any were married to

others, that then thofe, who took them to Wife, fhould

repay the Company their Charges of Tranfportation. And
in Confequence of this Propolition, ninety Maids were ac-

cordingly fent the following Spring. As to the Manner of

tranfporting thefe Perfons, to make up five hundred in all

for the Publick, he propofed, in the fourth Place, that they

fhould not hire Shipping, as heretofore, fince each Ship,

at its Return, in bare Freight and Wages, emptied the

publick Cam of eight hundred, and fometimes a thoufand

Pounds ; but that they mould, as he had already done this

prefent Year, take the Advantage of the Ships trading to

Newfoundland, and fo tranfport them, at fix Pounds a Per-

fon, without any after Reckonings. Fifthly, he propofed,

the fending twenty Heifers, for every hundred Tenants,

threefecre in the whole ; which, wTith their Breed, might

foon raife them a tolerable Stock ; and which he had Hopes

of having tranfported, taking the Opportunity cf Shipping

in the Wejiern Parts, at ten Pounds a Head, to be delivered

in Virginia.

Lastly, as to the Charges, he obferved to them, that

there never could be a more proper Time, for fuch large

Tranfportaticns, than the prefent ; Corn being fo exceedingly

cheap and plentiful at home, and there being, by their Ad-

vices from Virginia, fo great Promifes of an excellent Crop

there. And he alfo mewed, how much the Company was

bound, to give Thanks to Almighty God, for all his Blef-

fings, who continually raifed Means, to fupport and carry

on this great Work \ and he particularly mentioned one un-

known Gentleman alone, who promifed five hundred Pounds,

on Demand, for the Converfion and Education of three-

fcore Indian Children ; and that he had likewife, upon his

Letters, received AfTurance from fundry Parts, and fome

of them very remote, that if they proceeded with the Un-
dertaking, they mould not want for Money. But not to

rely upon fuch precarious Funds and Hopes, he related to

them, particularly, the feveral Ways and Means, by which
the Money would arife. And he eftimated the whole
Charge, at four thoufand Pounds, to be done fparingly;
and bountifully, at five thoufand. He alfo promifed, not
to leave the Company one Penny in Debt, for any Act or
Thing, to be performed within his Year ; and that he
would moreover difcharge three thoufand Pounds of former

Debts,
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Debts, according to the Stock, left at the time of his com- * 6l 9-

iiig to his Place. And thefe things done, he hoped, the *—v"

Publick would again be fully restored, a Foundation laid ®? G
d i°c

rg*

for a future great State, the Adventu rers and Planters well Governor,

comforted and encouraged, and all Matter of Scandal and

Reproach to them and the Enterprife removed. And fo

he concluded, by recommending thefe Points to their moft
ferious Confideration, and the whole Enterprife to the Blef-

fing of Almighty God. Thefe Proportions, which had

been before made in two feveral Courts, and v/ere now re-

peated at the particular Defire of forne noble Lords prefent,

were received with that Applaufe, they well deferyed ; and

they pdTed, upon the Queftion, with an unanimous Ap-
probation, altho' Sir "John Woljienhclme, in a former Court,

had made fome vain Exceptions againft them. And Sir Ed-
win Sandys, with an extreme Care and Diligence, law them
all afterwards put effedhially into Execution.

But befides thefe reputable People, to be tranfported at

the Company's Charge, the Treafurer and Council received

a Letter from his Majefty, commanding them, forthwith

to fend away to Virginia an hundred diffolute Perfons, which

Sir Edward Zouch, the Knight Marflial, would deliver to

them. In Obedience to his Majefty's Command, it was

refolved, to fend them over with all Convenitncy, to be

Servants, which Mr. Treafurer underftood, would be very

acceptable to the Colony. But as it was November, and

Shipping, at that Seafon, not eafily procured, it was thought

they could not be font off before January at focneft. But

to fatisfy his Majefty, the Company agreed to be at the Ex-

pence of their Maintenance, in the mean while. The
Treafurer was therefore defired, to deliver this their An-

swer to his Majefty, by Secretary Calvert. But he was

told, that the King's Command was urgent, and admitted

no Delay ; and that fifty, at 1-aft, muft with all Speed be

(hipped off. And notwithstanding his juft Representations,

how great InconveniencyandExpence would thence accrue to

the Company ; that they could not well go in lets than four

Ships, left, being fo many together, they mould mutiny,

and run away with the VeiTel ; that thofe four Ships, to be

got thus fuddenly, without taking Advantage of the Veffeta

trading to America, would not ftand the Company in lefs

than four thoufand Pounds; and that, notwithftsnding all,

Ships were not to be procured fo fpeedily, at that Time of

the Year. Yet nothing, he could alledge, giving Satisfaction,

the Company were obliged to appoint a Comn ittee of the

Peputy and ether fele£t Merchants, to employ all their En- .

deavours, for compaffing Shipping, with ail poflible Speed,

M 4 Aad
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1619. And by good Fortune, for the additional Premium of an
*—v

—

* hundred Pounds, they procured a large Ship, to carry
Sir George them off ; but which neverthclefs could not fail before

Co™. F^ruary.

Those, who are acquainted with Hiftory, and know
with how high and magiiterial a Hand, this King fometimes

carried it, even with his Parliaments, will not be furprifed

to find him thus unmercifully infult a private Company, and

load them, againtr. all Law, with the Maintenance and ex-

traordinary Expence of tranfporting fuch Perfons, as he

thought proper to banifh ; and that perhaps, without any

colourable Pretext, or fufEcient Warrant of Law at that

time. And I cannot but remark, how early that Cuftom

arofe, of tranfporting loofe and diiTolute Perfons to Virgi-

nia, as a Place of Punifhment and Difgrace ; which altho'

originally dcfign'd for the Advancement and Increafe of the

Colony, yet has certainly proved a great Prejudice and

Hindrance to it's Growth. For it hath laid one of the

finefr Countries in Btitifo America, under the unjuft Scandal

of being a mere Hell upon Earth, another Siberia, and only

fit for the Reception of Malefactors and the vileft of the

People. So that few People, at leaft few large Bodies of

People, have been induced, willingly to tranfport them-

selves to fuch a Place ; arid pur younger Sifters, the Nor-

thern Colonies, have accordingly profited thereby. For

this is one Caufe, that they have outftripped us fo much,

in the Number of their Inhabitants, and in the Goodnefs

and Frequency of their Cities and Towns.
His Mojefly had, by his Letters patent, bearing Date

the 23d of May 1609, granted the Company a " Freedom
" from all Cuftom and Subfidy, for twenty one Years, ex-

" ccpting only five per Cent, upon all fuch Goods and

" Merchandifcs, as mould 'be imported into England, or

<c any ether of his Majefty s Dominions, according to tho

*f ancient Trade of Merchants." Notwithffanding this,

which was intended for the Eafe and Encouragement of the

Infant Colony, the Farmers of the Cuftoms, upon a gene-

ral Rate made of Tobacco, both Spanijh and Virginia, at

ten Shillings the Pound, demanded fix Pence a Pound, e-

qually upon all ; altho' Spanijh Tobacco was ufually fold

at eighteen Shillings a Pound, and fometimes more, and

Virginia would feluom bear above three or four Shillings.

Mr. Jacob alfo, Farmer of the Import upon Tobacco, did

moft oppreflrvely impofe another fix Pence a Pound, con-
trary to the clear and indubitable Tenor of his Majefty's
Grant. And the Company, in June this Year, importing
twenty thoufand Weight, the whole Crop of the former

Year,
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Year, had delivered it all into the Cuftom-Houfe, as they 1619.

were required, that the Tobacco might be weighed, and
v—v—

'

the Cuftom anfwercd. But Mr. Jacob, of his own Au- s T GcorZt

thority, flopped and feifed the Tobacco, till that Impoft otfj^jk
fix Pence a Pound mould be difcharged. And this alio will

ibon be perceived by thofe, who are any thing verfed in the

Hiftory of thofe Times, to be entirely confonant to the
Behaviour of the Cuftomers then ; whofe Infolence and
arbitrary Proceedings, fupported by the Royal Authority,

and even encreafed and carried to a greater Height in the
next Reign, was one of the chief and moft vifible Caufes
of the general Difcontent of the Nation, and of the unhappy
Civil War, which enfued.

The Company, being thus wronged and abufed, ap-
plied themfelvcs to the Lords of his Majefty's Privy Coun-
cil, and obtained their Letter to Mr. Jaccb, to deliver the

Tobacco, upon their entering into Bond to pay him, what-
foever lljould appear to be his due, upon Certificate from
his Majefty's learned Council, within a Month. But Jacob
rejecting this, and all other Conditions offered by the Com-
pany, and likewife exacting twelve Pence a Pound at Pli-

mouth, upon the Somcr-IJlands Tobacco, it was refolved to

try the Strength of their Charter, and to enter an Action
againft him for the Damage, which was already computed
at two thoufand five hundred Pounds Sterling. But after-

wards, confidering, that their Commodity was very perifh-

ablc, and that their Suit could not be determined that

Michaelmas Term, they altered their Method of Proceed-

ing, and by the Advice of a_great Lord of the Privy Coun-
cil to Sir Ed-win Sandys, they brought the Matter before

the Council Board ; where, upon the Attorney-General's

delivering his Opinion clearly, that the Company, by their

Letters patent, were free from all Impontion, and after

fome Delay and Chicanry of Mr. Jacob, it was ordered,

upon a full Hearing of the Allegations on both Sides, that

he mould deliver the Tobacco to the Company, paying all

Jawful Duties appertaining thereto. And thus, at length,

they regained their Goods out of the Hands of this Harpy;
but Were obliged to fit filently by the great Lofs aud Da-
.mage, occafioncd partly, by impairing it's Worth through

Drying other Corruption, and partly by the Fall of the

Price, upon the Sale of EngUJb Tobacco, made fince it's

Importation. To which was added the daily Expectation

of more, both from Virginia and the Somer-Iflands, which
rendered the Market fo mean and dead, that they were fadly

puzzled and perplexed, how to difpofe of it. And at laft,

after many Schemes and Efforts to raife the Price, they veeae

obliged
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obliged to fell it very low, and were confiderable Lofen
by it.

It was one peculiar Mark and Property of this Family
of our Kings, that they were always craving, and for ever

poor and in Want, notwithstanding the frequent Contribu-

> tions of the People, to fome of them especially ; the Reruns
of which, it lies not within my Province at prefent, to

open and explain. And accordingly King James^ notwith-

standing his natural Antipathy to Tobacco, began now to

tafte the Sweets of the Revenue, arifing from it ; and was

therefore very ill fatisfied, with this Determination of the

Privy Council. For in the very Beginning of the next

Year, within a Month after, under Colour, that fome

Spanijh Tobacco had fold at twenty Shillings a Pound, he

demanded of the Company twelve pence a Pound, Cuftom

and Impoft, for theirs. But it was unanimoufly agreed, to

iland refolutely upon the Privilege of their Charter, which

they could not give up or betray, without the greatcft

Breach of their Truft and Duty. And therefore, as Vir~

gin'ia Tobacco had never been actually fold for more, than

five Shillings a Pound, but generally much lower, they fuU

mitted to pay three Pence a Pound Cuftom, which was full

five per Cent, on their higheft Price. But however, to avoid

all Conteft with the King, as his Majefty had given Order

for prohibiting, by Proclamation, the planting Englijh To-

bacco, for five Years enfuing, they agreed, in Return to

that his Majefty's Favour, during the faid Term of five

Years, if the Proclamation took Fffeft, and continued fo

long, to add nine Pence a Pound more, and thereby to make

ft up twelve Pence ; which was the Full of his Majefty's

Demand, tho' not in the fame Form. But it was con-

ceived, unlefs this Offer, and the true Meaning thereof,

{hculd be entered, as an Aft, in the Lords Commiffioners

of the Treafury's Books, it would be very difficult, at the

Expiration of the five Years, to withdraw the Payment,

but continuing fo long, it might be demanded for ever, as

, due from the Company to the King. They therefore ap-

pointed a Committee, to repair to the Clerk of the Coun-

cil, and to. take Care, that this Bargain be exactly recorded,

and alfo to procure a Copy of the faid Record, to be en-

tered in the Company's Journals. But as to the Farm of

the Impoft on Tobacco, the Refufal whereof the King, at

the fame time, offered them, they held it inconvenient at

preftnt to be undertaken ; but not entirely to rejeft ha
Majefty's Offer, they permitted fome of their Society, to

join for a Part, in the Company's Name, but in reality,

for their own proper Ufe and Behoof.

Th*
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The Trade of Virginia had been thus far reftrained, 1620.

and kept in the Adventurers Hands, except a few Inter- v
lopers, that fcraggled in by Chance ; and the Method of

carrying on this Trade was thus. Every Adventurer, that Guvcrni/r.

pleafed, fubfcribcd, what he thought proper, to a Roll;

which Money, together with a certain Sum perhaps, con-

tributed out of the publick Cafh of the Company, made

their Capital or Stock. With this they bought Goods, and

fent them to the Cape-Merchant in Virginia, who had,

long before this, loft his original Office of being Keeper of

the publick Sturahoufes, and was become the Company's

chief Factor. The Cape-Merchant, having fold thefe

Goods to the Inhabitants, for Tobacco or other Commo-
dities, remitted the Effects to England. This Society for

Trade, called the Magazine, was a diftinct Body from the

publick Company ; but always under its Controle, as it re-

ceived its Being and Authority from the Company, and as

the Joint-Stock of the Company was always the greateft

and principal Adventurer in it. Alderman JohnJ'cn had

ever been at the Mead of this Magazine, under the Title of

Director ; and fmce the Removal of himfelf and Sir Tljomas

Smith from their Offices, it had been the Subject of much
Faction and Difcord. For they had made many Difficulties,

in fubmitting to the Orders of the Company, concerning

the Place of their Meetings ; had neglected to bring their

Accounts to an Audit, tho' very clear and fairly kept ; and

had delayed and kept off the making any Dividend ; which

things had caufed much Difturbance and Diffenfion. To
remove therefore fuch a Block of Offence, it was now a-*

greed to diffolve this Magazine, and to leave the Trade free

and open to all ; only with this Provifo, that the Goods of

the Magazine, then upon hand in Virginia, mould be firffc

fold off, before any of the fame Kinds mould be vended.

But the Diligence, Vigor, and Fidelity of Sir Edwin

Sandys, and of others of the Company, had now raifed the

Reputation of the Action very high. And accordingly there

had been prefented, by an unknown Perfon, the former

Year, a Communion Cup, with a Cover and Cafe, a

Trencher Plate for the Breid, a Carpet of Crimfon Velvet,

and a Damafk Table-Cloth, for the Ufe cf the College ;

and another had given a fair Set of Plate, with other rich

Ornaments, to Mrs. Mary Robinfon's Church, who had,

the Year before, bequeathed two hundred Pounds, towards

the Building of it. And now, in the Beginning of this

Year, another unknown Perfon fent five hundred Pounds,

directed > To Sir Edwin Sandys, the faithful Treafurcr of

Virginia. This was for the Maintenance of a convenient

In"umber
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1620. Number of young Indians, from feven or under, to twelve

£—v— Years of Age, to be infr.ruer.ed in Reading and the Prin-

TtaS'e^'
C 'p*es of tne Chriflian Religion

; and then to be trained and

fcotenwr. brought up in fome lawful Trade, with all Gentlentfs and

Humanity, till they attained the Age of twenty one ; and

after that, to have and enjoy the like Liberties and Privi-

leges, with the native Englijh in Virginia. And he liktwife

fent fifty Pounds , to be given into the Hands of two reli-

gious and worthy Perfons, who mould, every Quarter, ex-

amine and certify, to the Treafurer in England^ the due

Execution of this Dengn, together with the Names of the

Children, and of their T utors and Overfecrs. This Cha-

rity, the Company thought not proper, to entruft to private

Hands, but committed the Management of it to Smith's

Hundred chiefly. This lay in the Parts above Hampton^

up into Warwick, and was fo called, in Honour to Sir Tho-

mas Smith. But after this, Sir Thomas, with the Earl of

Warwick, and the reft of that Faction, fold out their Shares

in this, and other private Plantations, and only referved

their Part in the Company's publick Stock, in order to be

prefent, and to have a Vote at their Courts. Wherefore

tnis was afterwards changed to the Name of Southampton

Hundred ; either in Honour to the Earl of Southampton^

their next Treafurer, or rather, as that Nobleman became

the chief Adventurer in the Plantation. And further, for

the better procuring and retaining the Indian Children, the

Company ordered a Treaty and Agreement to be made with

Opechancanough, and authorifed Sir George Yeardley, to

make him fuch Prefents, out of the Magazine, as would

be mo ft grateful to him, and heft promote the Defign. Mr.

Nicholas Farrar, the Elder (Father, as I take it, to the

prefent and fucceeding Deputy-Treafurer of the Company)

alfo bequeathed three hundred Pounds, for converting In-

fidel Children in Virginia. He ordered this to be paid into

the Hands of Sir Edwin Sandys and Mr. John Farrar, at

fuch time, as it mould appear by Certificate, that ten In-

dian Children were placed in the College ; and then, by

them to be difpofed of, according to his true Intent and

Meaning. And in the mean time, he obliged his Executors

to pay eight per Cent, for the Money, to be given to three

feveral honeft Men in Virginia, of good Life and Fame,

and fuch as Sir Edwin Sandys and Mr. John Farrar fhould

approve of, each to bring up one of the faid Children, in,

the Grounds and Principles of the Chriftian Religion.

There was, at this time, a great Scarcity of Clergy in

Virginia ; there being but five Minifters and eleven Bur-,

roughs, each of which > being fome very diftant from «ach>

other.,
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other, was ere&ed into a diftindr. Parifh. The Company t6i°-

indeed had before, in their Charter by Sir George Teardley,
K—v

—

taken Care of a handfome Provifion for the Clergy. For njffi*
they had ordered an hundred Acres of Land, in each of the Governor.

Burroughs, to be laid off for a Glebe ; and that there

fhould, for their further Maintenance, be raifed a ftanding

and certain Revenue, out of the Profits of each Parifh, fo

as to make every Living, at leaft two hundred Pounds Ster-

ling a Year. And this Stipend I find, two Years after, fet-

tled in the following Manner : That the Minifter fhould re-

ceive Yearly fifteen hundred Weight of Tobacco, and fix-

teen Barrels of Corn, which was then eftimated at two
hundred Pounds Sterling ; That this mould be raifed by ten

Pounds of Tobacco and a Bufhel of Corn a Head, for every

labouring Man or Boy, above fixteen Years of Age ; pro-

vided, it did not exceed fifteen hundred Weight of To-
bacco and fixteen Barrels of Corn : But if any Plantation

was not able, to make up that Quantity, by ten Pounds of

Tobacco and a Bufhel of Corn a Head, that, in fuch Cafe,

the Minifter fhould be contented with lefs, according to

the Number of Tithables. And now, for a farther En-
couragement, that pious, learned, and painful Minifters

might be invited to go over, the Company ordered fix Te-
nants to be placed on each of thofe Glebes, at the publick

Expence ; and they applied to the Bifhop of London, for his

Help and Afliftance in procuring proper Minifters, which
his Lordfhip readily promifed, and undoubtedly performed.

For he had ever been a great Favourer and Promoter of the

Plantation, and had himfelf alone collected and paid in a
thoufand Pounds towards the College ; which he would not

permit the Company to diminifh, by a Prefent to his Re-
gifter, who had been very active and ufeful in the Collection.

And for this, and other his Deferts towards them, he was
made free of the Company, and chofen one of his Majefty's

Council for Virginia.

As the Country was very defencelefs and unfortified,

and as the Interests and Improvements of the Inhabitants

Were now much encreafeJ, and become confiderable, they

began to grow uneafy in that Particular ; and they wrote

to the Treafurer and Company in England, to procure them
ikilful Engineers, to raife Fortifications ; promifing, them-

felves to bear the Charge of it. Wherefore, to give them
prefent Satisfaction, and as regular Fortifications, to endure

Affault and Battery, were not fo needful, as the chufing

and improving fome Places of natural Strength and Advan-

tage, Sir Thomas Gates was entreated by the Company, as

ivell iu Regard of his military Skill, as of his Knowledge of
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1620. the Country, to write them his private Letters of Advice—v and Diredtion. And he was alfo dcfired, together with Sir

riaSie°

rge Nathaniel Rich
>

to confer with General Cecil about it, a-

CtovenSr. mother eminent and military Member of their Society, 'and

youngeft Son to the famous Lord Treafurer Burleigh, who
likewife promifed, if other Methods failed, to write them
fuch particular Directions and Inftrudions, that they mi^ht
eafily themfelves proceed. To them was afterwards added

Sir Horatio Vere, who was efteerned the Perfon of the

greateft military Skill and Reputation of any in that un-

warlike Age. He was therefore, this Summer, fent Com-
mander of the fingle Regiment, which King James, in his

great Wifdom, thought fit to fumifh out, for the Relief

and Support of his diltrefled Son in Law, the Palatine of the

Ubine. For altho' General Cecil had beea nrft defigned for

that Service, yet he was afterwards laid afide, and this Gen-
tleman appointed in his Room.
The Governor and Council, in Virginia, had fettled

and allowed certain Fees to the Secretary, which were, this

Year, fent to England for Confirmation. But the Treafu-

rer and Company were become, from the late Exactions,

very jealous and cautious in that Point ; and did moreover

ju.lge thofe Fees to be very oppreffive and intolerable. And
therefore, for the Eafc of the Colony, they declared, that

the Secretary mould receive no Fees at all ; but in Recom-

mence of all Services, they allotted five hundred Acres of

jLand, . for him and his Succeffors, with twenty Tenants

therecn. This was laid oft on the Eajlern Shore, and the

Grant was afterwards enlarged. But whereas Captain Ar-

ga'l, in the time of his Sufpenfion from the Place of Admi-

ral, had deputed Abraham Peirfey, the Cape-Merchant, to

be his Vice-Admiral, the Company declared that Deputa-

tion, to be utterly void and unlawful, and committed the

Execution of that Office, to the Governor and Council of

State, and to fuch under them, as they fhould authorife

and appoint.

There had been many fcandalous Reports fpread (as

was intimated in a private Letter to Mr. Bland, a very con-

fiderable Merchant of the Company) of the Barrennefs and

Infertility of the Soil in Virginia. And it alfo had been one

cfpecial Piece of Captain Jrgall's Policy, in order to dif-

heartcn and difgiace the Company, to vilify the Country,
both by himfidf and his Engines, and to rcprefent it as lef$

fertile, than the moft barren arable Lands in England. And
altho' thefe Afpcrfions were fufficiently contradicted by his

own former Letters and Reports, yet, for a fuller Anfwer
to them, a Commito* was feat to Virginia, and a Return

made
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made upon Oath, of the Strength and Goodnefs of the Soil.

But as Malice is more induftrious than Truth, thefe un-

juft Scandals prevailed but too much, and difcouraged many Sir George

Adventurers from making their Tranfportations. To ob- Governor
viate therefore all fuch ill Confequences, it was refolved

upon the Motion, and committed to the Care, of Sir Ed-
win Sandys and Dr. WinJIone, to prepare and publifh a fmall

Book, containing a Refutation of all fuch flanderous Re-
ports ; and to adjoin, at the End, an alphabetical Index of

the Adventurers Names. This laft had a double Ufe. For,

in the firft Place, it did great Honour to the Enterprife,

by fhewing, that many of the chief Perfons in the Nation,

for Wifdom, Fortune, and Dignity, were deeply concerned

in, and great Encouragers of it. And next, as this Index

was drawn from Sir Thomas Smith's Books, which were

very carelefly kept and incorrect, it gave the Alarm to all

fuch, as had paid in their Monies to him, and found them-

felves omitted in this Lift. And it accordingly made them
bring in his Receipts, or Bills of Adventure ; whereby ma-
ny Sums of Money appeared to have been received by him,

which could otherwise never have been made out by his

Books, or proved by any other Method.

THE
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H E Time of Sir Edwin Sandys's Office being

expired, there was held a great and general

Quarter Court of Election, at Mr. Deputy

Farrar's Houfe, in St. Sitbe's Lane, on the 17th

of May, confifting of three Earls, one Vifcount,

four Lords, thirty Knights, feveral Doctors and Efquires,

and largely above an hundred other Gentlemen, Merchants,

and Citizens. To this fplendid Meeting, Sir Edwin Sandp

made a long and very handfome Speech, laying before them

the State of their Affairs, at the time of his Acceflion to the

Office of Treafurer, and then. In this he was naturally led

to fet forth, as well the Negligence and bad Government
at home, as particularly the vaft Lofs and Damage, which

the Company had fuftained, in the Time of their Deputy

Governor, Captain Argall. And he informed them, that

there had, within his Year, been fet out eight Ships at the

Company's Expence, and four others by private Adventu-
rers ; and that thefe Ships had tranfported twelve hundred
and fixty one Perfons, whereof fix hundred and fifty were

for the publick Ufe, and the other fix hundred and eleven

for private Plantations. He alfo gave them an Account of

the feveral Gifts, which had been made, this Year, for

pious Ufes; and of the many Patents, that had pafled to

various private Adventurers and their Affociates, who had

under-
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undertaken, to tranfport to Virginia great Multitudes of 1620.

People, with much Cattle. And he recounted to them v—

v

the feveral Methods, which had been taken, to draw the Sir Gew

People off from their greedy and immoderate Purfuit of To- Qove!Z
bacco, and to turn them to other more ufeful and neceffary

Commodities : That for this Purpofe, an hundred and fifty

Perfons had been fent, to fet up three Iron Works : That
Directions had been given for making Cordage, as well of
Hemp and Flax, as more efpecially of Silk-grafs, which
grew there naturally in great Abundance, and was found,

upon Experience, to make the beft Cordage and Line in

the World j and that therefore each Family had been or-

dered and obliged, to fet an hundred Plants of it, and the

Governor himfelf five thcufand : That, befides, it had been
recommended to them, to make Pitch and Tar, together

with Pot and Soap-Afhes, and to provide Timber of all

Sorts, for Shipping, and other Ufes ; to which End, fuffi-

cient Men and Materials had been fent over, for erecting

fundry Sawing-Mills : That the Country abounding in Mul-
berry Trees of the beft Sort, whereon fome Silkworms had
been found naturally, producing excellent Silk, they had
therefore prefled upon them die Culture and Improvement
of that Manufacture ; and that his Majefty, now the fecond

time, after the Mifcarriage of the former, had beftowed

upon the Company Plenty of Silkworm Seed, of the beft

Sort, out of his own Store : That moreover, as the Coun-
try yielded naturally a wonderful Variety of excellent Grapes,
there had been fent divers fkilful Vignerons, together with
Store of Vine Slips, of the beft European Kinds : And laft-

ly, that the Salt-Works, which had been fuffered to run
to Decay, were again reftored and fet up ; and that

there were now Hopes of fuch Plenty, as not only to ferve

the Colony for the prefent, but alfo fhortly to fupply the

great Fifhery on thofe American Coafts.

He then exhibited to the Court the Book of his Accounts,

examined and approved by five of the feven publick Auditors

of the Company, the other two being abfent. And he far-

ther declared, that for any Bufinefs, done within his Year,

he had not left the Company, to his Knowledge, one Pen-

ny in Debt, except perhaps the Remain of fome Charges,

which had not been delivered in, or were not yet become
due j and that he had alfo left in Stock twelve hundred

Pounds more, than had been left to him the former Year.

And next, he proceeded to inform the Company of the De-
puty's Accounts, who himfelf prefented them, exactly kept,

after the Manner of Merchants, in three Books, fubfcribed

and approved, as well by the Company's Committees, as

N all
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all the Auditors. And then Sir Edwin Sandys went on, and
told the Court, that he could n6t but greatly commend Mr.
Deputy-Treafurer's Fidelity, Care, and Induftry

; who, to

the Neglect of his own private Affairs, had beftowed his

whole Time, together with the great Help and Afliftance

of his Brothers, on the Bufinefs of his Office, which he had

difcharged, with wonderful Exactnefs, and an incredible

Diligence and Labour. And laftly, he concluded, with his

refpective Thanks to the feveral Orders of the Company:

Firft, to the Company in general, for their good Opinion

and Affection, in chufing him their Treafurer : Then, par-

ticularly to the Lords, for their frequent Prefence, to the

great Grace and Honour of the Court, and Furtherance of

the Enterprife : Next, to the Officers, for their Fidelity and

Diligence, in joining with him to fupport the great Burthen

of the Company's Bufinefs : And laftly, to the Court, for

their Goodriefs and Patience, in bearing with his involuntary

Errors and other Infirmities. After which, delivering up

his Office, together with the Seals, he defired them to pro-

ceed to their Election, according to the MefTage, lately re-

ceived from his Majefty ; and thereupon withdrew himfelf

out of Court.

F o r at the Beginning of this Court, before they had en-

tered upon any Bufinefs, a Gentleman from the King pre-

fented himfelf to the Board, and fignified ; that it was his

Majefty's Pleafure, out of his efpecial Care and Affection for

the Colony, that the Company mould elect one of the four,

which he mould name to them, and no other, to be their

Treafurer. Thefe were Sir Thomas Smith, Sir Thomas Roe,

Mr. Alderman John/on, and Mr. Maurice Abbot. Sir Tho-

mas Smith and Alderman John/on had before been in their

chief Offices, and the Company conceived themfelves to

have little Reafon, to be fatisfied with their Conduct and

Proceedings. But in Virginia more efpecially, where the

Effects of their Management had been more fenfibly felt,

they were notorioufly infamous, and utterly detefted and

curfed by the whole Colony. So that this may be looked

upon, as an additional Inftance of the unhappy Turn of that

Monarch, in his Choice of publick Officers. Sir Thomas

Roe was indeed an eminent Perfon, a Man of Letters, and

a very great Traveller, and is well known to the Learned, by

the Intimacy and Dearnefs, that was between him and Dr.

Donne, Dean of St. Paul's ; who was himfelf afterwards

one of the Company, and of his Majefty's Council for Vir-

ginia. But Sir Thomas Roe is moft noted, for his Embafly
from King James to the Court of the Great Mogul, and for

his Journal of" that Embafly, a moft judicious and exquifiteM
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Book of Travels. But fince his Return from the Great 1620.

Mogul's Court, he had been concerned in the Cuftoms, and v—v

—

*

was likewife well known, to have had a long and intimate Sir George

Friendfhip with Sir Thomas Smith ; both which, being fuf- £^f0

'

picious Circumftances to the Virginia Company, would but
1

little contribute towards recommending him to their Choice.

As to Mr. Abbot, little is known of him ; only that he was
a Merchant, and may feem, from fome obfeure Circum-
ftances, to have been of Kin to his Grace, Dr. George Ab~
boty then Archbifhop of Canterbury.

But the greateft Obftacle, to the Election of either of

thefe Gentlemen, was, that u.e Company had, almoft una-

nimoufly, caft their Eye upon the Earl of Southampton for

their future Treafurer, a Nobleman of eminent Quality,

Grandfon to the Lord Chanceller Wriothejly (one of King
Henry VIII's Executors, and of the Regents during the

Minority of Edward VI. ) and Father to the great and vir-

tuous Earl and Duke of Southampton, in the Reigns of

Charles the Firft and Second. He is alfo famed in Hiftory,

for his Friendfhip to the unfortunate Earl of EJfex, by whofe

Rafhnefs and Impetuohty, he was betrayed into fome un-

warrantable Actions ; and was therefore, at the fame time

with that Nobleman, condemned to Death, but pardoned

by Queen Elifabeth, and kept in Prifon, during her Life.

He was, in Truth, an early, conftant, and great Encou-

rager of this Settlement of Virginia, as well as of all other

noble Works and Enterprifes ; and is particularly memora-

ble, for his generous Patronage, and Angular Munificence,

to Shake/pear, the Glory and Prodigy of the Englijh Stage.

For he is faid, to have given him, at one time, a thoufand

Pounds, to enable him to go through with a Purchafe,

which he undcrftood, he had an Inclination to make. But

altho' he had been a ftrenuous Friend of EJex's, to all

whom King James declared a particular Regard and Obli-

gation, as that Lord was thought to have acled for^his In-

terefts, and altho' he was admitted of the Privy Council,

yet was he but little afte&ed or liked at Court. For his

Friendfhip to the former Earl of EJfex was continued down

to his Son ; whofe hard Ufage, in fome Meafure from the

Court, in the Cafe of his Wife, could not but have been

much difapproved and difgufted by him. And befides, a-

bout this Time, the Encroachments of the Prerogative,

and the avowed Principles of arbitrary Power, began to

raife a Spirit of Liberty in the Nation ; and the Earl of

Southampton, together with the Earls of EJfex and Oxford*

were foon diftinguifhed, as the undoubted Heads of the

patriot Party in the Houfe of Lords whilft Sir Dudley

N. 2 Digg<i%
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1620 Digges, Sir Nathaniel Rich, Mr. Selden, and others of

v—v— the Virginia Company, as well as divers Members not of

rla?dU
Ze that Company, appeared with equal Vigor and Refolution,

Governor. m tne Houfe or~ Commons.
But however the Affections of the Company might

ftand, they were much troubled and perplexed, by this

Meffage from the King. For mould they proceed accord-

ing to that Nomination, they would certainly admit a very

great and evident Breach, in their Privilege of free Election.

And mould they reject it, they might incur the Sufpicion

of Defect in Point of Duty and Obedience ; an Imputation,

ever hateful and eafy of Accefs to the jealous Minds of weak

and pufillanimous Princes, and which many of their own
difaffected Members would be too ready to improve, to the

Disadvantage of the Company. Having therefore confulted

the Letters patent, it was at length agreed to adjourn to

Election to the next Quarter Court ; and after much and

earneft Refufal, they prevailed on Sir Ed-win Sandys, to

continue in his Office, till that time. In the mean while,

as it evidently appeared, that the King had been much a-

bufed and mifinformed, concerning the Management of

their Affairs, they appointed the Earl of Southampton, the

Vifcount Doncajler, Lord Cavendijh, Lord Sheffield, Sir

John Davers, Sir Nicholas Tufton, Sir Lawrence Hyde, with

others, Gentlemen and Merchants, to deliver in, to his

Majefty, a full and true Account, as well of the former, as

of the laft Year's Adminiftration of their Affairs ; and to

befeech his Majefty, not to take from them the Privilege of

their Charters, but to leave it to their own Choice, to have

a free Election. To which Requeft, his Majefty readily

condefcended ; and farther fignified, that it would be highly

pleating and agreeable to him, if they made Choice of fuch

a Perfon, as might, at all times, and on all Occafions, have

free Accefs to his Royal Prefence. And he likewife de-

clared, that the Meffenger, in excluding them from the Li-

berty of chufing any other, but one of the four nominated,

had miftaken his Intention ; which was indeed, to recom-

mend thofe Gentlemen to their Choice, but not fo, as to

bar the Company from the Election of any other.

This Anfwer being received by the Company with great

Thankfulnefs, Mr. Herbert obferved to them, that their

Bufinefs had, of late, fuffered much, as well in Reputation,

as otherways, by Reafon of fome unhappy Diffenfions a-

mong them : That they ought, therefore, ferioufly to think,

of applying a prefent and effectual Remedy to this Evil

:

That the late Treafurer was a Gentleman of fuch acknow-
ledged Sufficiency, and of fo great Integrity and Induftry,

that
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that of his Rank, there could not certainly be any found to 1620.

furpafs him : That therefore, there feemed to him no Hope v—v *

Jeft, except fome of thofe honourable Perfonages, then s r George

prefent, would vouchfafe to accept of the Place of Trea-
Tsardh>

furer j who, by the Addition of Nobility, and by the Luf-
GuVeraor»

tre and Influence of their high Station, might effect that,

which, they had found by Experience, could not be effect-

ed, by mere Dint of Ability and Indui'try. Hereupon, the
whole Court, befeeching his Lordmip to redeem this noble
Enterprife from imminent Danger and Deftru&ion, did,

with univerfal Joy and Applaufe, nominate the Earl of
Southampton ; and to teftify their Thank; ulnefs and Refpect,
they elected him Treafurer, without the Ballot, by a gene-
ral Acclamation and Erection of Hands. And his Lordfhip,
after a fhort Paufe, declared his Acceptance ; and exhorted
them all, to put on the fame Mind, with which he accept-
ed that Place, and laying afide all private Feuds and Animo-
sities, to labour chearfully and unanimoufly, for the Promo-
tion of the publick Good, and the Advancement of the Co-
lony. But as his Lordfhip's Attendance in Parliament, and
other weighty Affairs, might not, always permit him, to be
fo conftant at their Courts, as might otherwife be wifhed,
they voluntarily, and without his Motion, difpenfed with
him, in that Particular. And they alfo re-elected Mr.
John Farrar, to the PI ce of Deputy-Treafurer ; whofe
Experience, and known Integrity and Diligence, might
Well fupply the occafional Abfence of their Treafurer. Sir

Edwin Sandys likewife, who was in a clofe and intimate

Friendfhip with the Earl of Southampton, was afterwards

authorifed, at his Lordfhip's Defire, to fet his Hand, upon
Occafion, to Receipts of Money, for the Company's Ufe ;

and did otherwife, by his private Diligence and Activity,

give him great Eafe and Affiftance, in the Execution of the

Office.

Captain BrewJIer's Appeal from the Sentence of the

Court-Ma rtial, in Virginia, had, all this while, hung in

Sufpence ; and it had even been declared, by a Meeting of

the Council at the Earl of Warwick's Houfe, the former

Year, that Trial by Martial Law was the nobleft kind of

Trial, being judged by Soldiers and Men of Honour. But
liow, proper Certificates and atteffed Copies of the Proceed-

ings being returned from Virginia, the Caufe came to a final

Hearing and Determination, in an extraordinary Court,

held for that Purpofe, and compofed of feveral Lords and

others of eminent Quality and Distinction. But here there

feems to have reigned a quite different Spirit from that,

Which appeared at the Earl of Warwick's. For they were

N 3 m
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no way inclined, to give up the many Rights and Advan-
tages of Juries and the Laws of England, for the extraordi-

nary Privilege of being fummarily tried by Martial Law
and dying honourably by the Verdict: of Gentlemen of

the Sword. And therefore, being fhocked at the Cruelty

and Terror of the Proceedings againft Captain Brewjler,

they declared them to be unjuft and unlawful, and not war-

rantable, either in Matter or Form, by the Laws of En-

gland, or by any Power or Authority, derived from his Ma-
jefty's Charters : That Captain Brewjler had committed

nothing, any way worthy of the fevere Penalty of Death :

That the Manner of Trial by Martial Law, in time of

Peace, and when there was no Mutiny or Rebellion, was

utterly unlawful and of no Validity : And confequentlv,

that Captain Brewjler was to be held a legal Man, and not

lawfully condemned. And all this then palled and was ra-

tified by the univerfal AfTent of the Court ; altho' Sir Thomas

Wroth, who had married the Earl of WarivicJCs Sifter, did,

in a fubfequent Court, declare his DifTent, on fome falfe

and frivolous Pretences. Captain Brewjler had alfo, upon

his Requeft, a Copy of this Act of Court granted him, ex-

emplified under the legal Seal of the Company j of which

he fent a Duplicate to Virginia.

In May this Year, there was held another General Af-

fembjy, which has, through Miftake, and the Indolence and

Negligence of our Hiftorians, in fearching fuch ancient Re-

cords, as are ftill extant in the Country, been commonly

reputed the firft. General Afifembly of Virginia. But that

Privilege was granted fooner, immediately upon the Difguft

taken, by the worthier Part of the Company, at Sir Thomas

Smith's ill Government, and the infufferable Tyranny and

Iniquity of Captain ArgaWs Proceedings. And upon Sir

George Tcardley's Reprefentation of the Want of more

Counfellors, the Company appointed the following Gentle-

men to be of the Council j Mr. George Thorpe, Deputy for

the College ; Mr. Thomas Newce, who had alfo been fent

over Deputy for the Company's Lands, with the Allow-

ance of twelve hundred Acres, and forty Tenants ; Mr.

Tracy ; Mr. Pountis ; Mr. Middleton ; Mr. Bluet ; and

Mr. Harwocd, the Chief of Martins Hundred. And we
are likewife told by Mr. Beverley, that a Dutch Ship, put-

ting in this Year, fold twenty Negroes to the Colony,

which were the firft of that Generation, that were ever

brought to Virginia.

Tobacco, a ftinking, naufeous, and unpalatable Weed,
is certainly an odd Commodity, to make the Staple and
Riches of a Country. It is neither of Necefiity nor Orna-

ment
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ment to human Life ; but the Ufe of it depends upon Hu- 1620.

mour and Cuftom, and may be looked upon, as one of the *—

v

-*'

moft finguJar and extraordinary Pieces of Luxury, that the Sr Cw2«
Wantonnefs of Man hath yet invented or given into. It is

reardley>

not therefore to be wondered, that the Colony's Eagernefs
GoV<*''aor'

and Application, almoft foiely, to Tobacco, was much
diftafted and oppofed by the Company

; especially in thofe
early Times, before it had yet ot tained fuch a general Re-
ception and Dominion in the World. To which may be
added, that the King himfelf, to whom the Age in general,
and the Company in particular, did, on many Occafions,
pay great Deference, had a Sort of natural Antipathy to it,

and was perpetually haranguing, railing, and even writing
againft it. For that Solomon of England thought it not be-
low his Royal Wifdom and Dignity, to write a Treatife,
entitled ; A Counter-Blajl to Tobacco. The Company there-
fore entered into and admitted various Projects, for raifing

other things of more immediate Neceffity and Benefit to
Mankind ; fuch as the feveral Commodities, mentioned and
recommended by Sir Edwin Sandys, in his late Speech, at

the delivering up of his Office, with many others. For this

Purpofe, they procured plenty of Silkworm Seed out of
France, Italy, and Spain ; and fent over a Perfon, who had
been brought up, many Years, in tending the King's Silk-

worms at Oatlands, and was thereby become very fkilful,

in breeding the Worms, and winding the Silk, and under-
took to inftrucl: others therein. And they aJfo laid out for,

and had Hopes of procuring, many more fuch fkilful Artifts

from France. And as the Inhabitants were very eager, to

have the Servants and Apprentices, fent over by the Com-
pany, they made an Order, for the greater Encouragement
of thefe Commodities, that fuch Planters, as had excelled,

in building fit Rooms for Silkworms, and in planting Mul-
berry Trees and Vines, fhould have the firft Choice of fuch

Apprentices and Servants ; and that the Company would
be paid for them, not a Whit in Smoke and Tobacco, but

in Corn, Silkgrafs, Silk, and other fuch ufeful Commo-
dities. At Sir Edwin Sa-ndys's Motion, there was likewife

tranflated, by fome of the Company, a French Treatife (re-

commended, as excellent in that Kind) concerning the

Management of Mulberry Trees and Silk ; which was print?

ed at the Company's Expence, and fent over in fufficienj

Numbers, and diftributed among the People, And they

alfo appointed a felecl Committee of Merchants, to rate all

thofe feveral Commodities at fuch a juft Price, that the

Company and Merchants might be no Lofcrs thereby, and

yet that the Planter might have good Encouragement tQ

jajfe thenu N 4 i;

5
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Besides thefe, they entered into Projects and Con-

tracts, for raifing various other Commodities. And Sir
Edwin Sandys in particular, who was ever ftudious and in-

defatigablein the Company's Bufinefs, prefented a Ion* and
judicious Writing, containing many ufeful Inftrudions and
Projects, for the Peace and better Government of the Com-
pany at home, and for the Advancement of the Colony
abroad j all which, in its feveral Parts and Branches, was
entrufted to proper Committees, to ripen and bring into

Execution. Sir William Monfon alfo, a Perfon of great E-
jninence and Note ( being Admiral in the Reigns of Queen
Elifabeth, 'James I. and Charles I. and Author of the Naval

Tracts) together with his Aifociates, offered to the Com-
pany, if they would, for feven Years, grant them the fole

Benefit and Importation, from Virginia, of two fuch new
Commodities, as had not yet been difcovered or planted by

any other, to pay them an hundred Pounds per Annum, to

plant twenty five Men, every Year during the faid Term,

and then to refign the AVhole up into the Company's Hands.

A Patent was therefore accordingly granted, with proper

Reftriclions ; but what thefe Commodities were, or what

was the Succefs or Confequence of this Undertaking, I do

not find.

This Year 1620, Count Gondomar, the Spanijh Am-
baffador, who- had a great Afcendant at Court, and governed

the King, as he pleafed, prevailed with him, to fit out a

Squadron, of fix Ships of War and twelve flout Merchant-

men, in order to humble the Algerines, who then infefted

the Spanijh Cor<fts and Trade, but were not any way parti-

cularly troublefome to our Nation. And thus was this weak

and timorous Prince, who could not be drawn to make any

Steps, towards the Vindication of his own Honour, or to

fupport the Rights of his Family, or the Interefts of his

Subjects, ftrangely engaged in a warlike Expedition, in De-
fence of a treacherous and delufive Ally. This Squadron

Was put under the Command of Sir Robert Manfel, as Ad-
miral ; together with whom, Sir Richard Hawkins, Vice-

Admiral, Sir Thpmas Button, Rear-Admiral, Sir Henry
Palmer, Arthur Ma-waring, and Thomas Love, Efqrs.

Captains of the other Men of War, and Samuel Argall, Efq;
who commanded one of the ftouteft Privateers, were ap-
pointed a Council of War. But this Enterprife was very
weakly managed ; and to ufe Sir William Monfon's Remark,
altho' it was defigned to find out and deftroy the Pirates of
Algiers, yet the Fleet did not fpend twenty Days at Sea, the
Whole time, they continued in the Mediterranean ; but re?
tired into Harbour, where the Pirates might fold them, but

pot



Book IV. The History of VIRGINIA. i$$

pot they the Pirates. So that, this ill-condu&ed Action l620 >

afforded fufficient Subject of Scorn and Laughter to all Na- v—V""'

tions ;
efpecially confidering the great Reputation, the En- *ji

r G
{

"rg'

gUJh had juftly gained, in their former Expeditions at Sea. Governor.

But Cambden tells us, that, in Revenge for this Injury and
Aflault, the Algerines took, by the 9th of Oclober follow-

ing, thirty five Sail of Engl'ijh and Scotch Ships.

About this time, there arofe a warm Difpute between
the two Colonies, concerning the Virginia Company's Right
to nfh at Cape Cod, within the Limits of the Northern Colo-

ny ; and upon Reference to the Letters-patent, it was found
clearly, that their Pretentions were juftly grounded. But
Sir Ferdinando Gorges, with others principally concerned in

the Northern Grant, endeavoured privately to obtain a new
Patent, whereby the Southern Colony fhould be utterly ex-
cluded from fiihing upon that Coaft, without their Leave
and Licence firft obtained. This gave a juft Alarm to the

Virginia Company. For befides fix thoufand Pounds, which
they had already expended upon that Fifhery, it was at pre-

fent of main Confequence to them, as well for the Support

and Suftenance of the Plantation, as for defraying the vafi

Charge of Shipping and Tranfportation of People, by Re-
turns made from thence in Fifh. They therefore applied

to his Majefty, and got this Patent of Sir Ferdinando Gor-
ges flopped and fequeftered, in the Lord Chancellor's Hands.
And finding, how precarious their Privileges were, upon his

Majefty's foleGrant, and how liable to be perpetually violated

and impeded, it was refolved, upon the Motion of Mr.
Smith, a fenfible, worthy, and ufeful Member of the Com-
pany, to obtain a new Grant, with all fuch further Immu-
nities, and larger Privileges, as were fitting and requifite,

and to have it ftrengthened and confirmed in the Parlia-

ment, which was to meet foon after ; and upon the Earl

of Southampton's Application to his Majefty, he readily gave

his Confent to it. But notwithstanding the Earl of Sou-

thampton's Intereft and Endeavours, and Sir Edwin Sandys's

great Pains and Induftry therein, it was never brought to

any final Iflue or Conclufion.

But the Remedy, propofed by Mr. Herbert, for curing

the Factions and Difcords of the Company, by fetting a
Nobleman of eminent Diftindtion and Authority at the Head
of their Affairs, was far from having the intended Effect.

For their Animofities and Diflenfions grew higher, towards

the latter End of this Year, and never ended, but with the

DifTolution of the Company. As therefore they were the

chief Occafion and Pretence of that DifTolution, it will not

be improper here, to give a fuller and more uiftinct Ac-

count of them. Bs,'
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1620. Besides the Affairs of the Magazine, which, notwith-

v

—

J ftanding its Diffolution, ftill afforded Matter of Contention
Sir George tnere were tWo other principal Subjects of Difpute and Con-

©owrnor.
fu l̂on m tne Company ; the fettling Sir Thomas Smith's Ac-
counts, and the Profecution of Captain Argall, for his many
Outrages and exorbitant Proceedings in Virginia. Sir Tho-

mas Smith had been Ti'eafurer, from the firft Conftituiion

of the Company in the Year 1606, tiller// 28, 1619;
and in that time, there had paffed through his Hands about

eighty thoufand Pounds. He had, in thofe Days, a very

great Intereft and Sway in the Company ; and to put the

beft Conftru£r.ion upon the Matter, he never expe&ed to

be called to a ftri£t and rigorous Account, and his Servants

had been very cartlefs and remifs, in keeping his Books.

But feveral of the Company fufpedted, that he had embez-

zled and converted much of the publick Money, to his

cwn private Ufe ; and were therefore very eager, to bring

liim to an Account. Sir Thomas, on his fide, was very fair

in his Profeffions, and preffed, with much Warmth, the

full Settlement and finifhing the Affair
;
offering to pay, not

only what fhould appear due from himfelf, but whatever

Wrong or Damage mould have happened to the Company,

from his Under-Oificers or Servants. But then his Receipts,

were fo very faulty and deficient, and his Difburfements fo

void of all Warrant and proper Vouchers, that the Com-

pany's Auditors, although they took much Pains, could

bring nothing to a Head ; and the whole only ferved, to

adminifter frefh Fuel to Animofities and Quarrels, without

any PrbfoaSt of coming to a fatisfacStory Conclufion.

As to Captain Argall, altho' he was under Profecution

from the Company, yet by his Craft and Management, by

the Power and Influence of his Friends, by his lhifting and

turning, and by going on the Expedition againft the Alge-

rines, he fo fhuffled and perplexed the Company, that he

at laft efcaped, without any Punifhment or Reftitution at all,

And altho' Sir Thomas Smith, overpowered with the Juftice

2nd NecefTity of the thing, had firft commenced the Profe-

cution againft him, yet being * now Fellow-Sufferers, and

equally aggrieved at the prefent upright and vigorous Ad-t

miniftration of the Company's Affairs, they joined Forces,

and did every thing in their Power, to difgrace, and vilify,

and retard the Succefs of the Enterprife. The principal

Perfons of their Faction were, the Earl of Warwick ; Sic

Nathaniel Rich, the Earl's Brother ; Sir Thomas Wroth, who
was nearly allied to them by Marriage j Sir John Woljlen*.

holme, a. wealthy Merchant and a Farmer of the Cuftoms *,

%vith Alderman John/ox, Mr. Cunnings and Mr. BJftngton*

three
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three fa&ious Citizens, and others of lefc Note, to the *foo.

Number of twenty fix in the whole, when their Faction '—v

—

*

was ftrongeft ; a very inconfiderable Party, had they not s 1 Gt»&
gained the Ear and Support of a weak King, who had a Qov««*.
wonderful Inftinctand Propenfity to the wrong Side of every

'

Qutftion, and with much Formality of Wifdom and Learn-
ing, for ever miftook the true Intereft of himfelf and his

Subjects. On the other Side appeared the Earl of Southamp-
ton, the Earl of Dorfet, the Earl of Devon/hire, the Vif-

count Doncajler, Lord Cavendijh, Lord Sheffield, Lord
Paget, Sir Edward Sackvil, Sir Dudley Digges, Sir Edwin
Sandys, Sir John Davers, f""r Samuel Sandys, with a long
Roll of others, and in fhort, the . . hole Body of Adventu-
rers in general, which confifted of near fifty Noblemen, fome
hundreds of Knights^ and many hundreds of Gentlemen,
eminent Merchants, and Citizens, to the full Amount of

a thoufand Perfons in all. But none acted in the Support of

Truth and Juftice, with greater Spirit and Vigor, than the

Lord Cavendijh, afterwards Earl of Devonflnre, and Sir

Edward Sackvil. The former was a young Nobleman of

much Generofity, Spirit, and Eloquence ; and he fucceeded

Sir Thomas Smith, in the Place of Governor to the Somer-

IJJands Company. The latter, who afterwards became
Earl of Dorfet, was the Perfon of the greater!: Fame in that

Age, for a facetious Vivacity, fparkling Wit, and undaunt-

ed Courage, joined to a found and cOmprehenfive Undcr-
itanding, and an excellent Turn for Bufinefs. He was one

of the tirft, that raifed the Reputation of the Dorfet Family,

for Wit and Exactnefs of Tafte and Difcernment ; but is

beft known to common Readers, for his Duel with Lord
Bruce, which is related in my Lord Clarendon and the Guar-

dian, Books defervedly popular and. in the Hands of every

Body. And as he appeared thus early in the Caufe of the

Colony (for fuch is it owned to be by our Aflemblies of thofe

times) fo did he continue, to the laft, a conftant Friend and

Favourer of Virginia.

As Sir George Teardley had exprefled his Defire to leave i6ai,

the Government, at the Expiration of his Commiffion,

which would be in the November following, the Earl of

Southampton recommended to the Company the Confidera-

tion of a proper Perfon, to fucceed him. His Lordfliip pro-

pofed to their Choice Sir Francis Wyai, a young Gentleman,

thought every way fufficient and equal to the Place, and

highly efteemed, as he faid, on Account of his Birth, Edu-

cation, Integrity of Life, and fair Fortune. However, he

earndlly prefTed on the Company the Nomination of fuch

©ther Perfon or Perfons, as they fliould think proper, to

itand
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1621. ftan(j jn Eledion with him. But no other being fo much

* V as named, Sir Francis Wyat was chofen Governor, to take

%S/ZJ'
his

.

Place at the ExPirat»o« of Sir George Teardkfs Com-
Ccwernor. niiffion, and not before. And to do him the greater Grace

and Honour, as well as the better to enable and encourage
him in the Execution of his Office, they elected him one
of his Majefty's Council in England for Virginia. They
alfo allowed him two hundred Pounds, for all neceffary

Provifions for his Voyage, with the free Tranfport of him-

felf and Attendants, provided they did not exceed the Num-
ber of twenty Perfons.

Dr. Lawrence Bohun, who had left Virginia in the Year

1 6 1 1, with the Lord Delawarr, had now obtained a large

Grant of Land, for the Tranfportation of three hundred

Perfons. He was alfo appointed the Company's Phyfician-

General to the Colony, with the Allowance of five hundred

Acres of Land and twenty Tenants ; under Covenant, to

maintain and make them good, from time to time, and at

his Deceafe, or other Removal, to leave the like Number
of Men and Stock of Cattle, as was allowed by the Compa-

ny, and by them annexed to the Place. He accordingly fet

fail, in the Beginning of February, with eighty Pallengers,

in a Ship of an hundred and fixty Tons and eight Iron Guns

and a Falcon, commanded by Captain Anthony Chejler,

But about the Middle of March, they were attacked, near

Nevis in the JVeJhIndies, by two Spanijh Men of War, of

three hundred Tons and fixteen or twenty Brafs Cannon

apeice. The Fight was fharp and defperate ; but the En-

glijh fo beftowed their Shot, and managed the Engagement

with fuch Dexterity and Bravery, that the Spaniards were

glad to Hand aloof, and after following them a Day or two,

without any other remarkable Annoyance, at laft fell aftern,

and left them. There was made a very great Slaughter of

the Spaniards, fo that their Scupples ran with Blood ; and

the Captain of the Admiral-Ship, who a&ed the Part of a

brave Commander, was flain. On the Englijh Side, ten

were killed ; among whom was Dr. Bohun, whofe Death

was greatly lamented. He had ftudied long among the

learned Phyficians of the Low-Countries, and behaved him-

felf in this Battle, like a worthy and valiant Gentleman.

In his Room, Mr. John Pot was elected, by the Company,
Phyfician-General to the Colony. He v/as recommended
by Dr. Guljione, an eminent Member of their Society, as

a Matter of Arts, well practiced in Chirurgery and Phyfic,

and expert in Chymical Proctffes and other ingenious Parts

of his Profellion j whofe Service, he therefore conceived,

would be of great Ufs to the Colony. fl6 Was accordingly
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fent, upon the fame Foot, as Dr. Bohun ; and was allowed

his own, his Wife's, and two Servants Paffages. Dr. Gul- K—
Jione was likewife defired, to buy a Cheft of Phyfic of twen- Sir Georg*

ty Pounds Value, and ten Pounds of Books, proper for the ^Jtltu
Profeffion, which fhould always belong to the Place.

Captain William Newce offered, to tranfport and fet-

tle a thoufand Perfons in Virginia, by Midfummer, 1625 ;

and defired to be appointed their General, and to have a
Patent, with that Proportion of Land, and fuch other Pri-

vileges, as were ufually granted on the like Occafion. A
Patent was readily granted, in the largeft and raoft ample

Manner. But as to the Title and Command of General,

they refufed to grant it him ; becaufe it was a Power, pro-

perly belonging to the Governor only. Befides, it gave

fuch an Independency, as was deftrudtive of all Order and

good Government ; and had therefore been loudly cried out

againft, in Captain Martins extravagant Patent, and in a

Grant, furreptitioufly and illegally obtained by Captain Ar-

gall, and therefore exprefly flopped, by the Company's Or-

ders to the Governor in Virginia. But Captain Newce far-

ther requefted, in order to enable him the better to go

through the Charge of fo great an Undertaking, to be ap-

pointed Marfhal of Virginia ; for which Poft he was emi-

nently qualified, having ever been exercifed in military Af-

fairs and Arms, and of noted Experience and Skill in Martial

Difcipline ; as appeared by his many Services in Ireland, and

by the Teftimony of divers honourable Perfons, upon their

own Knowledge. He was therefore conftituted Marfhal of

Virginia ; to take into his Charge, as well the Fortifica-

tions, Arms, and Forces of the Colony, as to caufe the

People, to be duly trained up in Military Difcipline, and to

the Ufe and Exercife of Arms. And they annexed fifteen

hundred Acres of Land and fifty Tenants to the Place, to

be tranfported and furnifhed by himfelf, at eight Pounds

Charge to the Company a Man. And the King alfo, being

highly pleafed at the Nomination of this Gentleman, con-

fen ed the Honour of Knighthood upon him ;
calling him

his Knight-Marfhal of Virginia, and expreffing great Hopes

from the Management of a Perfon of his acknowledged Ca-

pacity and Skill. However, he did not long furvive his Ar-

rival in Virginia ; but died, two Days after the reading his

Patent and Commiffion. .

There was, at this time, above a thoufand Pounds,

due in Virginia to the Company, for Rents and Duties ;

and they were likewife greatly fcandalifed and offended, to

find their frequent and preiling Orders, for raifing good and

fiaple Commodities, entirely flighted and neglected. It was
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1621. therefore thought neceflary, to appoint a particular Officer

by the Name of Treafurer ; who fhould have the Charge,

not only of their Rents and Duties, but mould alfo take

into his more efpecial Regard and Care, to fee all Orders

and Directions^ lent from England, duly and faithfully exe-

cuted, from time to time j or otherwife to render a fuflki-

ent Reafon to the contrary. To this Office Mr. George

Sandys, the noted Poet and Traveller was unanimoufly

elected, as a Perfon every way fit, on Account of his Abi-

lity and Integrity. And they likewife allotted fifteen hun-

dred Acres of Land, perpetually to belong to the laid Place

of Treafurer, with fifty Tenants thereon ; and allowed

Mr. Sandys an hundred and fifty Pounds, to furnifh himfelf

for the Voyage, with the free Pallage of his Family, not

exceeding the Number of ten Perfons. And it was thought

proper, that two fuch eminent Officers as Marfhal and

Treafurer, to which Places fuch worthy Gentlemen had

been preferred, fhould be admitted of his Majefty's Coun-

cil in England, and appointed of the Council of State in

Virginia*

Soon after, Mr. Richard Norwood, a Man famous, in

thofe Days, as a Mathematician, who had laid off the

Tribes and Lands, and made an exact Plot of the Iflands

of Bermudas, was recommended to the Company for Sur-

veyor of Virginia, and was accordingly elected to the Place.

But I know not, how the Change came to be made, yet I

find, very foon after, Mr. William Clayborne appointed and

fent Surveyor. The Company allowed him thirty Pounds

a Year and a convenient Houfe, for his publick Service in

laying off* their Lands ; with twenty Pounds paid in Hand,

to furnifh himfelf with Inftruments and Books, which he

was obliged to leave to his SuccefTors. They likewife al-

lowed him the Tranfport of three Perfons, and gave him

two hundred Acres of Land in Fee-fimple ; and in cafe he

was employed in any private Survey, he was to receive fix

Shillings a Day, and to be found in Diet and Lodging.

Mr. Pcry's Commiflicn of Secretary was to determine, at

the fame Time, as Sir George Teardlcy's. He had given the

Company little Satisfaction in that Office, but had been

plainly detected, although a fworn Officer, of betraying

the Proceedings, and fecretly conveying the Proofs, againft

Captain Argall, to the Earl of IVarivick. And as he was
befides known, to be a profefled Tool and lnftrument to

that Faction, the Company was at no Lofs or Hefitation,

about renewing his Commiflion. But four Gentlemen be-
ing ftrongly recommended to them, as fully qualified for

that Poft, in Point of Learning, Honefty, and Experience,

they
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Ships were often delayed in the Country, through Neg- Q
ligence and Mismanagement, it was refolded, to appoint

an Officer, by the Title of Vice-Admiral, who mould
take into his Charge the Care and Difpatch of them.
Mr. John Pountis therefore, one of the Council, who
had deferved well of both the Company and Colony,

was, this Summer, appointed to that Place provifionally,

and afterwards confirmed by the Quarter Court in Novem-
ber, with the Allowance of three hundred Acres of Land
and twelve Tenants.

The late large Tranfportations of People, the furnifli-

ing and fitting out the new Governor and thefe other Offi-

cers, with the vaft Charge of providing them with Tenants
and Servants, and other needful and well-defigned Expences,

did fo entirely exhauft the publick Treafury of the Compa-
ny, that it never afterwards recovered itfelf to any tolerable

Degree of Affluence or Wealth. And befides, the Lotte-

ries were now at an End, which were the only Means of

raifing a Fund again, and which alone had brought twenty

nine thoufand Pounds Sterling into the Company's Stock.

Wherefore Mr. Smith obferved to them, that the Lotteries,

Which had thus far fupplied the real and fubftantial Food,
by which Virginia had been nourifhed, did now no longer

fubfift. To the End therefore, that fhe might ftill be pre-

ferved, by divulging Fame and good Report, he propofed,

in the Name of himfelf and many others of the Society,

to have a fair and perfpicuous Hiftory compiled of the Coun-
try, from the firft Difcovery to that Time ; wherein the

Memory and Deferts of many of her worthy Undertakers,

as Sir Walter Ralegh, Sir George Somen, the Lord Dela-

tuarr, Sir Thomas Dale, and Sir Thctnas Gates (for both

thofe Knights, after their Return from Virginia, had gone

to the Eajl-Indies, and there died) together with divers

others then living, might be commended to eternal Thank-
fulnefs. He regretted their prefent Inability, in having no
other Coin, wherewith to recompence the great Pains and

Merit of the well-deferving. But he affirmed, that the belt

planted Parts of America, under the Spani/h Government,

at the like Age, afforded not better Matter of Relation,

than Virginia then did. And he faid, that the EffecT:, which

fuch a general Hiftory, deduced to the Life, would have,

throughout the Kingdom, on the popular Opini .n of the

common Subject, might be gathered, from the Succefs of

the little Pamphlets or Declarations, lately publiftied. And
he
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he further urged the immediate Performance thereof be-
caufe a few Years would confume the Lives of many"
whofe Memories retained much, and might alfo devour
thofe Letters and Intelligences, which yet remained in loofe

and neglected Papers.

This Speech was received by the whole Court, with
very great Applaufe, as fpoken freely, and to an excellent

Purpofe ; and it was refolved, to have it confidered, and

put in Practice, in due Time. Mr. Smith was alfo exceed-

ingly commended, as well for this, as for always preferring

Motions of efpecial Confequence. And it was from this

Motion, I fuppofe, that Captain Smith was requefted, in

the Company's Name, to write his Hiftory of Virginia
;

as he himfelf tells us, p. 168. However the Captain's De-
ferts feem not, about this Time, to have been fully under-

Hood or regarded. For I find him, foon after, preferring

a Petition to the Company, fetting forth ; That he had

not only adventured Money, but had alfo twice built James-

Towny and four other Plantations ; and had difcovered the

Country, and relieved the Colony, three Years together,

with fuch Provifions, as he got from the Savages, with great

Peril and Hazard of his Life ; and therefore he defired, in

Conftderation thereof, that the Company would be pleafed

to reward him, either out of their 7"reafury at home, or

their Profits in Virginia. And certainly, confidering hia

many great and extraordinary Services, he was highly wor-

thy their Regard. But the Court referred him to the Com-

mittee, appointed for rewarding Men upon Merit ; and from

whatever Caufe it happened, I find nothing farther done

in the Matter. So that he, with a Fate very ufual to pub-

lick Spirits, had Reafon to complain, that every Shilling,

which he had gained by thefe Enterprizes, had coft him a

Pound ; and that what he had got, in fome fuccefsful Cam-

paigns at War, had been chearfully fpent on Virginia and

New-England^ for the publick Good. Yet he begrudges

it not, but fliould think himfelf happy, to fee their Pros-

perity and Advancement.
At the Court of Election, the Earl of Southampton was

again chofen Treafurer for the enfuing Year, with an una-

nimous Voice. His Lordfhip was then abfent, having been

long detained, that Day, in Parliament. But at his coming

to Court, he was pleafed to accept the Place, in a very no-

ble Manner ; and he had the hearty Thanks of the whole

Court returned him, for his honourable Care and Pains,

ever fince his Entrance into that Place of Government, to

uphold and advance the Plantation. And at his Lordfhip'a

Requeft, Mr. John jFarrar, ©f whofe Fidelity and Suffi-

ciency
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ciency they already had fo much Experience, was moft wil-

lingly continued in his Office of Deputy.

The Earl of Warwick was highly offended at Sir George** George

Yeardley, for intercepting a Pacquet of Letters, and difco-
r'ardlt?>

. , t r j i c n i
Governor.

venng the Correip^ndence between Secretary irory and

himfelf. He therefore loudly declared his Difpieafure, and

took allpoffible Methods to daunt and dhcourage him, from
proceeding vigoroufly in Argall's Profccution. To this End,

he caufed it to be rumoured over all Virginia^ even to Ope-

cbancanough, and had it confirmed by Letters from England,

that he himfelf was coming over fhortly, in Perfon, to be

their Governor, with Captain Argall for his PHo*:; and that

then he would call Sir George Teardly fevcrely into Qucftion, .

for his own Government, and would take a fharp :.nd full

Revenge. Thefe Reports much weakened the Strength and

Authority of the Government ; and they likewife fo affecled

Sir George Yeardley, a Man of a meek and gentle Nature,

and threw him into fuch a Dejection of Spirit, that he fell

into a long and languifhing Sicknefs, to the general Hurt

and Neglect of the publick Bufinefs, as well as Captain Ar-

galPs Affair in particular.

The Company alfo, this Year, entertained fome Pro-

jects for producing ufeful Commodities ; and as three of the

Mafter Workmen of their Iron Works were dead, they

fent over Mr. John Berkeley, and Maurice, his Son, who
were commended, as very Ikilful in that Way, with twenty

other experienced Workmen. They likewife ordered a

Bill to be prepared for the Parliament, for lending over the

Poor, which were now become very numerous and burthen-

fome to the feveral Parifhes, to be fct to work, and ufefullj

employed, in Virginia. Sir George Yeardley complained*

that the Council of State lived very diflant and difperfed ;

and having no Allowance for their Attendance, could fcarce

be got together. Whereupon the Company ordered, that

the Council fhould mec , four times a Year, and fhould

hold Quarter Seffions, a whole Week together ;
to affift

the Governor, from time to time, as well in Matter of

Counfel and of State, as in all Caufcs of Importance, and

for Redrefs of general and particular Grievances. And that

their Number might make their Meetings the more eafy,

befides the feven, laft Year appointed* and the new Officers

of State, now going over, they alfo added, in the Room of

"DuBohun and two others, that were dead, Mr. Pat, the

Rev. Mr. Robert Pawlet, Captain Roger Smith, and Mr. Leech.

This lafl Gentlemafi was going over, to view the Country*

fchd to pitch upon a proper Place of Settlement, for the ta-

irious and munificent William Earl of Pembroke* who had
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i6zi. undertaken, with his AfTociates, to plant thirty thoufand

*—v

—

f Acres of Land, and confequently to tranfport fix hundred
^George PerfonS.

Comfor. The latter End of 7ulh or Beginning of Auguft, Sir

Francis Wyat fet out for his Government, with the Trea-

furer, Secretary, Phyfician-General, and Surveyor, in Com-
pany with nine Sail of Ships ; all which arrived fafe in Viu
ginia, about October, without the Lofs of one fingle Paf-

fenger. With him, was fent a Body of Inftruclions to the

Governor, for the time being, and the Council of State in

Virginia ; conhfting of forty feven Articles, and figned by

the Earl of Soutba?npton, Sir Edwin Sandys, Sir John Da-

vers, and others of the Council. In thefe, it was firft re-

commended to them; to take into their tfpecial Regard the

Service of Almighty God, and the Obfervance of his divine

Laws ; and that the People mould be trained up,- in true

Religion and Virtue. And fince their Endeavours, for the

Eftabliihment of the Honour and Rights of the Church and

Miniftry, had not yet taken due Effect, they were required,

to employ their utmoft Care, to advance all things apper-

taining to the Order and Adminiftration of Divine Service,

according to the Form and Difcipline of the Church of

England ; carefully to avoid all factious and needlefs Novel-

ties, which only tended to the Difturbance of Peace and

Unity ; and to caufe, that the Minifters mould be duly re-

fpe6ted and maintained, and the Churches, or Places ap-

pointed for Divine Service, decently accommodated, ac-

cording to former Orders in that Behalf. They were, in

the next Place, commanded, to keep the People in due

Obedience to the King ; to provide, that JufHce might be

equally adminiftered to all, as near as could be, according

to the Forms and Constitution of England ; to prevent all

Corruption, tending to the Perverfion or Delay of Juftice

;

to protect the Natives, from Injury and Oppreflion ; and to

Cultivate Peace and Fritndfhip with them, as far as it mould

be confiftent with the Honour of the Nation and Safety

the People. They were likewife required, to make thtt

People apply themfelvcs to an induftiious Way of Life

)

and to fupprefs all Gaming, Drunkennefs, and Excefs in

Apparel. To this End it was ordained, that no Perfofl,

except the Council, or the Heads of Hundreds and Planta-

tions, with their Wives and Children, fhould wear Gold

©n their Cloaths, or any Apparel of Silk, except fuch as

had been raifed by their own Induihy. But the Governor
and Council anfwered to this, that they knew of no Excefs

in Apparel, except in the Price of it ; and had it not come
from them, they fhould have thought it a Flout upon the

Colony, for their .Poverty and Na^cdncfs, THSf
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They were alfo enjoined, to ufe great Care, that no

juft Caufe of Offc-nce be given to any other Prince, State, or

People; to permit no Captain, or other Perfon, under Pre- S l Georgm

tence of Trade, to fail to the Weft'-Indies, to rob and fpoil

;

tiot to give Harbour or Refuge, on the Coafts or in the
™ *

Country, to any Pirates or Banditti, but feverely to profe-

Cute and puniih them ; and to take better Care, for proper

and effectual Fortifications. They further prefTed upon
them, in a particular Manner, the ufmg all probable Means
of bringing over the Natives, to a Love of Civility, and to

the Knowledge of God, and his true Religion. To which
Purpofe, they obferved to them, that the Example, given

by the Englijh in their own Perfons and Families, would be

of Angular and chief Moment : That it would be proper,

to draw the beft difpofed among the Indians, to converfe

and labour with our People, for a convenient Reward ; that

thereby, being reconciled to a civil Way of Life, and

brought to a Senfe of God and Religion, they might after-

Wards become fnftruments in the general Converfion of their

Countrymen, fo much defired : That each Town, Bur-

rough, and Hundred, ought to procure, by juft Means, a

Certain Number of their Children, to be brought up in the

iirft Elements of LitCerature ; That the moft towardly of

thefe lhouid be fitted for the College; in building of which*

they purpofed to proceed, as foon as any Profit arofe from

the Eftate, appropriated to that Ufe ; and they earneftly

required their utmoft Help and Furtherance, in that pious

and important Work ; not doubting the particular Bleffing

of God upon the Colony, and being allured of the Love of

all good Men, upon that Account.

They next proceeded to give Inftructions, for the

Reception and Accommodation of the new Governor,

and of the other Officers and People, then tent. And *

they preff'ed upon them the raffing fevered ufeful Com-
modities ; as well Corn, Wine, Silk, and others here-

tofore frequently mentioned, as alfo the making Oil of

Walnuts, employing their Apothecaries in Diftillation, and

fearching the Country for Minerals, Dyes, Gums, Drugs,

and the like. And they ordered them particularly, by the

King's Advice and Defirey to draw the People off of their

Cxceffive planting of Tobacco. To that End, they were-

Commanded to permit them, to make only an hundred

Pounds of Tobacco a Head ; and to take all poffible Care*

to improve that Proportion in Goodnefs, as much as might

be,- which would bring their Commodity into Requeft, and

*aufe a more certain Benefit to the Planter. They likewife

lutted mm oUier Advices and InftrucUgns, fgr the Admim-

O 2 ibativfl
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fixation of Juftice, the good Government, and happy Ad-
vancement of the Colony.

In Cafe of the Death, Removal, or Sufpenfion of the

Governor, the Council, or major Part of them, then refi-

dent in Virginia , were ordered, immediately to affemble

themfelves, within fourteen Days, or fooner, and out of

their own Body, to elect a Perfon, to fupply the £lace, for

the Time. But if the Voices mould happen to be equal,

then Election was to be made of the Lieutenant-Governor;

and in his Abfcnce, or nccefi'ary Caufe of declining it, the

Marfhal fhoulJ fucceed ; next, the Treafurer ; and then

one of the two Deputies, for the College and Company's

Lands ; till the Government mould be fettled in one of thofe

chief Officers. And the Governor was authorifed, to de-

termine and punifh, at his Difcretion, any fudden and emer-

gent Bufii^efs, and all Negkdf, or Contempt of Authority,

in any Kind or Perfon whatfoever ; except only the Coun-

cil in their own Perfons, who were, in fuch Cafes, to be

furnmoned to appear, at the next Quarter Seflion of the

Council, and there to abide their Cenfure. But if the Go>-

vernor thought, it concerned the Peace and Welfare of the

Colony, to proceed more fpeedily with fuch Offender, that

then it mould be lawful for him, to fummon an extraordi-

nary Council, at which fix of the Council, at leaft, mould

be prefent with the Governor ; and by Majority of Voices,

any Counfellor might be committed, or obliged to give Bail

for his Appearance.

Sir Francis Wyat alfo brought over with him an Ordi-

nance or Charter, from the Treafurer, Council, and Com-

pany in England, for fettling the Conftitution and Govern-

ment of Virginia, in the Governor, the Council of State,

as his Amftants, and the General Aflembly, This AfTem-

bly was to confift of the Governor, Council of State, and

two Burgefles, chofen by every Town, Hundred, or par-

ticular Plantation. All Matter? were to be decided, deter-

mined, and ordered in it, by the Majority of Voices, then

prefent; ieferving to. the Governor a Negative upon the

Whole. And they were empowered, to treat, confult, and

conclude, as well concerning all emergent Occafions, re-

lating to the publick Weal of the faid Colony, and every

Part thereof, as alfo to make, ordain, and enacl fuch gene-

ral Laws and Orders, as mould, from time to time, appear

neceflary : Provided neverthelefs, that no Law, or Ordi-

nance, made in the faid General Affembly, fhould be of

Force or Validity, unlefs the fame fhould be folemnly con-

firmed and ratified, in a General Quarter Court of the

Company in EngUmd1 and murned un.de* their Seal : A»
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alfo, when this Form of Government mould be once well

framed and fettled, that no Orders, of the Court in England,

ftiould bind the Colony, before they were ratified und con- s 1 Ge°rg*

firmed, in like Manner, by the General Affembly in Virgi-
jjjjj

5*

tda. But in all other things, they were commanded, to

follow the Policy, Form of Government, Laws, Cuftoms,
Manner of Trial, and other Administration of Juftice, ufed

in England.

The Company's Treafurywas fo reduced, that it could

Bot now fuffice for fcveral things of the utmoft "Neceility and
Advantage. Wherefore, to fupnly this Deficiency, they

entered into a Method of preparing Rolls, and offering them
to the voluntary Subscription of the Adventurers. What^
ever was fent to Virginia upon thtfe Rolls, was there fold,

by the Cape-Merchant or fome other Factor, at fuch a mo-
derate Price, as mould indemnify the Subfcribers for their

Money advanced, and for ail Charges incident thereupon,

At this time, four Rolls were prepared and brought into

Court, for the Company's Subscription. 1 he firft was for

Apparel, and other ncceffary Provifions and U tenuis, for

the Colony. The fecond, for fending an hundred more
Maids, to make Wives ; and fixty were accordingly fent,

young, handfome, and well recommended to the Company,
for their virtuous Education and Demeanor. With them

Was fent over the feveral Recommendations and Teftimo-

nials of their Behaviour, that the Purchafers might thence

be enabled to judge, how to chufe. The Price of thefe

Wives was ftated at an hundred and twenty Pounds of To-
bacco, and afterwards advanced to an hundred and fifty, and

proportionably more, if any of them mould happen to die ;

ib that the Adventurers might be refunded their orig&al

Charge. And it was alfo ordered, that this Debt for Wives

(hould have the Precedency of all others, and be firft re-

coverable. And it was ftrictly enjoined, that they mould

be well ufed, and not married to Servants, but to fuch Free-

men and Tenants, as could handfomely fupport them ;
that,

by their good Fortune, Multitudes of others might be al-

lured to come over, on the Prcfpcd of advantageous Mat-

ches. And the Company likewife declared their Intention,

that, for the Encouragement of fettled Families, and fecu-.

ring a Pofterity, they would prefer and make Conugmnents

to married Men, before fingle Perfons ; and that as many.

Boys mould be fent, as there were Maids, to be 'Prentices

to thofe, who married them. They alfo granted the Ad*

venturers, who fubferibed to this Roll,, a ratable Proportion,

of Land, according to the Number of the Maids fent, to bo

laid off togqthsr and formed, into * Town* by the Name oi
° O 3 MaidJldwnK
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Maidjlown. The third Roll was for a Glafs Furnace, to

make Beads, which was the current Coin in the Indian

Trade ; and one Captain Norton, with fome Italian Work-
men, was fent over for that Purpofe. The fourth was for

fitting out a trading Voyage with the Indians, for Skins and

Furs. For, the Company was informed from feveral Hands,

that the French and Dutch carried on a very profitable Tradd

of that fort, in Delawarr and Huclfon's Rivers, which were

within the Limits of their Grant, and then efteemed Parts

of Virginia. They therefore rtfolved, to vindicate their

Right, and not to permit Foreigners to run away with fo

lucrative a Branch of their Trade. One Captain Jones

was accordingly fent upon the Voyage ; but by the Wick-

ednefs of him and his Mariners, the Adventure was left,

and the whole Project overthrown. To thefe Rolls,

the Earl of Southampton and Sir Edwin Sandys, each fub-

fcribed two hundred Pounds ; and fuch was the Zeal and

Refolution of the Adventurers to advance the Colony, that

they were foon compleated, and put into Execution. At

the fame time, the Company, in their Letters to the Go-

vernor and Council, recommends to them the Prevention

of Fraud and Deceit in Tobacco ; and that fome Provifion

fliould be made, for burning all bafe and rotten Trafh, and

yione fuffered to go home, but what was very good ; where-

by, they faid, there would certainly be more advanced in

the Price, than loft in the Quantity.

But Tobacco was, at this time, a very finking Com-

modity. For altho' the Planters magifterially forced it on

the Company and others, at the current Price of three Shil-

lings a Pound, yet it would not turn out at home, after

Shrinkage and Wafte, and the Discharge of the Duty and.

Freight, (which laft alone was three Pence, and fometimes

four Pence, a Pound) at above two Shillings for the belt,

and the inferior Sort at fcarce eighteen Pence a Pound. And

befides, the Trade was ftrangely hampered and perplexed,

by the weak and unfteady Counfels of the puny Monarch,

then on the Throne. For altho', in the Beginning of the

former Year, the Company had yielded to his unreafonable

Demand of twelve Pence a Pound, yet foon after, in the

fame Summer, he iflued a Proclamation, prohibiting a ge-

neral Importation of Tobacco, and reftraining the Quantity

from Virginia and the Somer-IJJands, to fifty five thoufand

XVeight. At the fame time, taking Advantage of an Offer

of Sir Thomas Smith and Alderman Johnfon, in the Name
of the Company, but without their Knowledge or Autho-

rity, and fo utterly difclaimed by them, he granted a Mo-
nopoly of Tobacco -

} the fole Importation whereof was

granted
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granted by Letters patent, firft to Sir Thomas Roe and his l621 -

Aflbciates (at whofe Defire and Inftigation the Proclamation,
v

v

—

*

above mentioned, was ifTued) and the Year after, to Mr. GforK<

Jacob and certain other Patentees. They proceeded moft Governor,

injurioufly againft both Companies, not only ftinting them
to too fcant a Proportion, but alfo reftrakiing them from
felling their Tobacco, without their Seal and Allowance
firft had ; for which, under the Pretence and Title of Garb-
ling, they were obliged to pay four Pence a Pound. This
Garbling was an ancient Cuftom of the City of London ; and

an Officer was appointed, who had Power to enter into any

Shop or Warehoufe, to view and fcarch Drugs and Spices,

and to garble the fame ; that is, to make them clean from

all Garbles or Trafh. And it was now put into Execution,

and arbitrarily applied to Tobacco (a new Commodity in

England, and therefore not legally fubject to Garbling,

without an exprefs Law) in order the more effectually to

opprefs the Companies and Plantations, and to fqueeze the

greater Gain out of them.

Thus injured and diftrcfTed, the Company prcfente4

their Petition and Reprefentation to his Maj^fty, to which

they received a gracious Anfwer, with large Profeflions of

his Love to the Colonies, and that it never was his Intention

to grant any thing to their Prejudice; but without any Re-

drefs of their Grievance. It was therefore at laft refolved,

to prefer a Petition to the Houfe of Commons, and therein

to complain of thefe Oppreffions, which tended to the utter

Deftru&ion and Overthrow of the Colonies ; and as that

Houfe had called into Queftion, and intended to fupprefs,

other Monopolies ( a great and crying Grievance of thofe

Times) they doubted not, to receive from them a full and

ample Redrefs. They likewife, at the Motion of Sir Ed-

win Sandys, prefented Mr. Edward Bennct, a Citizen of

London, with the Freedom of their Company ; becaufe he

had written a Treatife, fetting forth, in a clear and lively

Manner, the great Inconvenience and Damage to the Na«

tion, by the Importation of Spanijh Tobacco ; and becaufe

he had frequently attended the Committees of the Houfe of

Commons, who were well inclined, to afford their utmofl

Affiftance, for the Prohibition of foreign Tobacco, This

Mr. Sennet immediately became the moft deeply engaged,

and was far the largeft and moft conliderable Adventurer

of any, then known, in the Affair of Virginia ; whofe

Foundations, in that early time, have continued down to

the prefent. For his Nephew, Richard Rennet, Efq; was.

the firft Governor of Virginia, by the Election of the Co-

lony, in the time pf GreinweWs Ufurpatjon $ and the Re-

O 4,
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ifxi. main of the Family, now feated in Maryland, is ftfll the

*"?rv

—

' richeft and moft wealthy, in all Kinds of Fortune and E-

r* SF*'
ftat6

'
°f any in this Part °f America -

However, fince the

Governcr.
So?ner-I/lands could not well fubfift without the Profits of

their Tobacco, and as the Territory of Virginia was lar»e

their Soil good, and great Hopes conceived, that many other

valuable Commodities would foon be produced and returned

from thence, it was agreed, that the whole 55,000 Weight

fnould be imported from thofe Iflands ; and the Virginia

Company procured Storehoufes, and appointed Factors, at

Jldiddleburg and Flujlnng, and compounded with the States

of thofe Cities, for a Half Penny a Pound Cuftom, for the

Import, and the fame Rate for the Export, of their To-
bacco. So that no Virginia Tobacco was imported into

England, this Year, but all was carried and difpofed of in

• Holland.

The News of this State of their Affairs coming to Vir-

ginia, the Colony was greatly alarmed, and drew up an

humble Petition to the King, fetting forth : That his Ma-

jefty, out of his religious Defire to fpeed the Gofpel of

Chrift, and princely Ambition to enlarge his Dominions,

had given Encouragement to fuch, as would go to Virgin

nia, and granted them many goodly Privileges and Liberties,

ynder the great Seal of England, than which they thought

no earthly AfTurance more firm and inviolable : That in

Confidence hereof, they, his Majefty's poor Subjects, had

adventured their Lives and Fortunes thither; and in the

Profecution of the Enterprife, had undergone fuch incredi-

ble Difficulties and Sufferings, as would be fhocking, in the

Relation, to his Majefty's facred Ears : That they had now,

by the Divine Affiflancc, in fome Mcafure, overcome thofe

pifficulties, and brought themfelves to an Ability of fubfift-

ing, without any other Help from England, than the ufual

Courfe, of Commerce ; but that they had, of late, been

brought into Danger, of returning into their former, or even

worfe Circumfhnces, by the finifter Practices of fome Mem-
bers of the Company at home ; who, pretending his Ma-
jefty's Profit, but really aiming at their own exorbitant

Gain, had obtained a Proclamation, to prohibit the Impor-

tation of Tobacco into England ; That other tilings, of

greater real Value, required more time, than their prefTing

Neccffities would allow, and more Kelp, to bring them to

Perfection, than they had, till of late, been furnifhed with-

al ; and that, therefore, Tobacco was the only Commodity,
they had yet been able to raife, in order to fupply themfelves

and Families with Apparel, and other necdlul Supplements
©f Life : That, if it fhould be thus fupprefTed and prohi-

bited,
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bited, they muft all, of Neceffity, perifh, for Want of

Cloathing, and fuch Necefiaries, as both their Nature and
'

Education required : That his Majefty would, thereby, not SwGeugt

only lofe fo many good and loyal Subjc&s, as had adventu- Q^ t̂

red their Lives and Subftance to Virginia, for the Promo-

tion of thofc great Ends, the Glory of God, and his Ma-
jefty's Service, but muft likewife be deprived of the Hope,

and Profpect, of acquiring a Territory, as large, and capa-

ble of becoming as opulent, as any of thofe Kingdoms, he

at prefent poffeffed : Since therefore they were afiured, that

his Majefty tendered the Lives and Welfare of his Subjects,

above Thoufands of Gold and Silver, and fince his Royal
• Word was engaged, and even ratified under the great Seal

of England, they befought him, out of his princely Com-
paffion, either to revoke that Proclamation, and to reftore

them to their ancient Liberty, or elfe to fend tor thenv

home, and not fuffer the Heathen to triumph over them.

This Petition was tranfmitted to theTixafurer and Com-
pany, andWas feconded by a Letter, from Sir George Yeard-

ley and the Council, to the Company ;
defiling, that it

jnight be prefented to his Majefty, in as humble and effec-

tual a Manner, as poffible ; becaufe, as they conceived, the

very Life of the Colony depended upon the Succefs of u>

But before it came to hand, the King was become fenfibje

of the Damage, that hence accrued to himfclf, by the Di-

minution of his Cuftoms. The Deputy therefore, and fome

others of the Company, were fcnt for, in Qftober th]s Year,

and received an angry Rebuke from the Lords of the Privy-

Council ;
importing, that Complaint had been made to that

Board, that the Company had fet up a Trade in Holland*

jmd carried all their Commodities thither ; and requiring an

Anfwer, whether they would bring all their Commoeities

into England, or continue their Trade in the Low-Countries*

To the former Part of this, the Anfwer was ready and ob-

vious j that they had indeed carried their Tobacco to Mid-

dleburg, not out of Choice, but being conftrained thereto

by his Majefty's Proclamation, and an Order of their own

Board. And as to the latter Part, concerning bringing all

their Commodities into England, as it was a new and un-

expe&ed Proportion, and a Point of great Weight and fu-

ture Confequcnce, they took fome time to conhder of it,

and then returned a long and very refpeclful Anfwer :

That it was a Liberty and Privilege, generally taken

and enjoyed, by all his Majefty's Subjects, to carry their

Commodities to the beft Markets : That many Commodi-

ties were now fet on Foot, and expected foon to be returned

from Virginia, which, altho' in fome Demand in other

,

<*..'
. Countries*
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1621, Countries, yet would not be vendible in England, nor pay

—v— the Expence of Freight and Cuftom : That neither the
T

'a^d'i°

rge Mufcovy Company, nor any other ancient Corporation, was

ovenor. un^r fuch a Reftraint, to whofe greateft Privileges and Im-
munities, they were entitled, by the exprefs Words of his

Majefty's Charter : That the Company had granted feveral

Patents, with the fame Privileges, as they themfelves en-

joyed, to divers Perfons of noble and worthy Families, who
had thereupon expended great Sums of Money, and fome-

their whole Eftates in the Plantation ; and that it was not

in their Power, nor would it be confonant to Law or Equi-

ty, now to revoke or reftrain them : That they conceived

themfelves to have no Right or Authority, to difpufe of the

Goods of the private Planters in Virginia, who are declared,

by his Majefty's Charter, to be as free, as any other his Sub-

jects, and who had merited, by their long and hard Services,

all Manner of Immunity and Encouragement : That they

pould not forbid or reftrain them, from trading and barter-

ing their Commodities freely, with fuch Ships, as carried

Paflengers, raoft of which proceeded on trading Voyages,

and returned not directly to England : That a Trade had

lately begun between Ire/and and Virginia, for Cattle and

other NecefTaries, for v/hich Contracts were made in To-
bacco ; and that this Trade would hereby be nipped in the

Bud, to the exceeding great Prejudice, and the Hazard of

the utter Ruin of the Colony : And laftly, That it was not

in the Power of the few Members of the Company, then in

Town in the time of Vacation, to conclude uny thing pofi-

tive, in an Affair of that vaft Importance ; wherein above a

thoufand Adventurers in England, and near four thoufand

Inhabitants of Virginia, were deeply interefted and concern-

ed. After which they concluded, with affuring their Lord-

•fhips, that they affected no foreign Trade, but in Cafes of

mere Neceflity, and for the better Support and Advance-

ment of the Colony ; that they mould always endeavour at

*fuch a mutual Commerce between England and Virginia^

as fhould be confiftent with the Honour and Benefit of both
y

and that, next to God's Glory, they chiefly aimed at the

Good of their Country, his Majefty's Honour, and the Ad-

vancement of his Profit and Revenue ; for which Ends,

they had, out of their own private Eftates, befidcs their

Labour and Time, expended above an hundred thoufand

Pounds, without any Return, not only of Profit, but even

of the lcaft Part of the Principal itfelf, to any one of the Ad-
venturers, that they knew of.

This Anfwer gave no Satisfaction to their Lordfhips ;

but they were referred to Mr. Jacob, their old Ajitagonift

»
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and Opprcflbr ; and were likewife ordered, to give in their l6jI «

peremptory Anfwer, whether they woula iir.poit, not all
v v—

*

their Commodities, but all their Tobiicco only, into En- S r GcorZe

gland. With Mr. Jacob, they could come to no fatisiac- p*™**

lory Accommodation ; and as to importing all their Tobac-

co into England, they befought their Lordfhips, to be left

at Liberty, either to import, or not import it into England^

as they lhould find it moft beneficial to the Colony. But

if they muft be obliged to import all or hone, they declar-

ed, it was their Choice, to import none into England, the

enfuing Year. But their Lordfhips termed this an unchiti-

ful Anfwer, and commanded them, at their Peril, to bring

all their Tobacco into England. And the Deputy and Com-
mittee, appointed to attend their Lordfhips, offering fome

Reafons, they were told, that they were not to difputc at

that Board, but to obey ; and fo were difiniflcd, with high

Marks of their Difplcafure and Indignation.

These Proceedings, being reported to the Company,

caufed great Grief and Dejection among them. For the

Importation of Spanijb, and all other Tobaccoes, was then

free ; and altho' the Houfe of Commons, in their lafl Scf-

fion, had entered into fome Confideration about it, yet I

cannot find, that any thing material was done in the Mat-

ter. And as to the King, out of his doating Fohdnefe for

the Spanijh Match, and his eager Deiire, to give all p^ffible

Pleafure and Advantage to his good Friend and Brother, the

King of Spain, he was even active and diligent, to protect

and advance the Importation of Spanifo Tobacco. How-
ever the Deputy exhorted the Company, not to be difcou-

raged at thefe Difaffers. For he hoped, that God would

ftifl exert himfelf in the Prote&ion of Virginia, who had

turned for the beft, divers former Projects, which threvtned

the Ruin and Deftruction of the Colony. And he defired^

that having put their Hands to the Plough, they would not

now look tiack, or be weary of well-doing.. For the Ac-

tion was univerf.dly confeffed, to be molt chriftir.n, ho-

nourable, and glorious, and of extreme Conference to the

Commonwealth and Realm of England ; and altho' they

might feem to have caft their Bread upon the Waters, yet

after many Days, he doubted not, but they fhould find it

aeain, to their great Comfort and Advantage. And he far-

ther told them, that altho' their exhauhVd TreTury had

been able to do little, that Year, for fending People to Vir-

ginia, yet it had pleafed God, to ftir up fo many worthy

Minds, for the Advancement' of the Colony, that no lefs

than twenty Ships were already gone, or ready to go,^irt

•which would be tranfported above a thoufand Perfons. But
by
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1 621. by Captain Smith's Account, there were twenty one Sail

*

—

V—' of Ships fent this Year, with thirteen hundred, Men, \Y0-
Sir George men, and Children ; which might likewife be true, as it

Itacttttt
was onty Q^ober, and the Year not concluded, when Mr.
Deputy Farrar made this Report %o the Company.
Mr. Copeland, Chaplain to the Royal James, an Eajl-

India Ship juft returned to England, by his Example and

J'erfuafions, prevailed on the Ship's Company, to contribute

feventy Pounds, towards building a Church or a Free,-fchool

in Virginia ; and an unknown Perfon gave thirty Pounds

more, to make the Benefaction an hundred -

x to which twen-

ty five Pounds were afterwards added, by another unknown
Perfon. It was therefore determined, to build a School at

Charles-City (which was judged the moft commodious Place,

and moft convenient to all Parts of the Colony) by the Name
of the Eajl-India School ; and the Company allotted, for

the Maintenance of the Mafter and U flier, a thoufand A-

cres of Land, with five Servants and an Overfeer. This

School was to be collegiate, and to have Dependence upon

the College at Henrico ; into which, as feon as the College

was fufficiently endowed, and capable to receive them, the

Scholars were to be admitted and advanced, according toi

their Deferts and Proficiency in Learning. Mr- Copeland

was alfo prefented with the Freedom of the Company, and

with three hundred Acres of Lajid in Virginia. And Car-

penters were accordingly fent over for this Purpofe, early

the next Y ear.

»r Frauds On the 1 8th of November, Sir Francis Wyat entered

Wyat, Go- upon his Government ; but inftead of his hundred Tenants,
»ernor. j^g received only forty fix from Sir George Yeardlcy, who.

jefufed to make the Number good, as he was under no

fuch Contract with the Company, when he came Govern

nor, and as he had even offered to furrender them all back

again, into the Company's Hands. Sir Francis fent Mr.

'Thorpe immediately, to Opitchapan and Opechancanough, to.

confirm all former Leagues, between the Englijh and them.

They both expreffed great Satisfa<5tion at the Arrival of this,

new Governor, and were content, that the Englijh fhould

inhabit the Country ; and Mr. Thorpe thought, that he per-

ceived more Motions of Religion in Opecbancanougb, than,

could eafily be imagined, in fo great Ignorance and Blind-

nefs. He acknowledged his own Religion, not to be the

right Way ; and defired, to be inftructed in the Qhrijlian

Faith. He con/effed, that God loved the Englijh better,

than them ; and he thought, the Caufe of God's Anger,

againft them was their Cuftom of conjuring their Children,

and making them black Boys. He had alfo fome, Know
ledej



BooklV. The History of VIRGINIA.
ledge of the Heavens ; had obferved the North Star, and

the Courfe of the Conftellation about it ; and called the

'

Great Bear, Manguahaian, which, in their Language, fig- Sir Fnmem

rifled the fame. He gave Mr. Thorpe Hopes of their en-^^ 00*

tertaining fome EngUJh Families among them, and their

fending fome of theirs to cohabit with the EngUJh ; and
confirmed a former Promife, of fending a Guide with the

EngUJh to fome Mines beyond the Falls. But all thefe fair

Protcflions and Promifes feem to have been only Difiimula-

tion and Policy. For that favage Prince certainly never

had any real Friendfhip or Love for the EngliJI) ; but

watched all proper Opportunities and Pretences, to do them
Mifcbief, or even utterly deftroy them. It was likewife

ordered, upon the Accefiion of this new Governor, that the

Colony fhould only tend a thoufand Plants, for every Head,

with nine Leaves on each Plant ; which, by their Compu-
tation, would amount to about an hundred Weight, ac-

cording to the Company's exprefs Inftructions, in Confe-

qucnce of his Majefty's Defire and Advice. Mr. Gookin

too, who was under Contract witli the Company for Cat-

tle, arrived with them out of Ireland, on the 22d of No-

vember ; and he brought with him fifty Men of his own, and

thirty Paffengers, exceedingly well furnifhed with all Kinds

of Provifion, and feated himfelf at Newport's-News. The
Inhabitants alfo made a Contribution of fifteen hundred

Pounds, to build a Gueft-Houfe, for the Reception and

Entertainment of New-Comers ; which was accordingly

undertaken, and in a Way of being well executed, by

Lieutenant Jabez. Whitaker, to his own great Commenda-

tion, and to the general Satisfaction of the People here, and

the Company in London.

Before I finifh this Year, it will not be improper,

briefly to remark, what then pafled in the Parliament of

England. There were two Seflions of Parliament, this

Year. The firft began in January, and pafled off peace-

ably. They granted the King Money, to fupport the Pa-

latine of the Rhine, againft the Houfe of Auftria ; and

were content to fupprefs fome Monopolies, without touch-

ing on their Author, the Marquifs of Buckingham, altho'

he v/as generally known, and even plainly accufed of it, by-

Sir Henry Telverton, the late Attorney General. However

I do not find, that the Monopoly of Tobacco came under

their Reftraint. Only the eminent Lawyers of the Houfe

of Commons declared the Patent for Garbling utterly ille-

gal, and a great Grievance in the Erection, but much more

fo, if it fnould be brought into Execution. And this Seflion

M alio another good fcffe& : For at their very firil Meet-
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1621. ing, the Reftraint on Tobacco was taken off, and Liberty

***-V
—

' giv jn, at leaft by Connivance, freely to import it into En-
Sir Francis gfand. ;

which indeed, I fuppofe, was the Reafon, that nei-

wrnor.

G°~
ther tIle 9omPany s Petition was delivered, nor any thing

elfe done in the Houfe of Commons, with Relation to that

unlawful, unjuft, and oppreffive Monopoly.

The fecond Seffion began the 20th of November^ and

was hot and angry. The Difpute between the King and

the Houfe of Commons, concerning the Extent of the

Royal Prerogative, and the Rights, Franchifes, and Privi-

leges of Parliament, rofe fo high, that the King firft ad-

journed, and then diflblved them, in a Paffion. However,

before that could be done, the Commons entered upon"

their Journals a Proteftation, afTerting their Parliamentary

Rights and Privileges. But the King, eleven Days after

the Adjournment, called for the Clerk of the Houfe of

Commons ; and demanding the Journals, he declared, in

full Council, and in the Prefence of all the Judges then irf

Town, that it was tnvalidj annulled, void, and of no Ef-

fect ; and did moreover, with his own Hand, take the faid

Proteftation, out of the Journal-Book of the Houfe of

Commons. And not content with thefe Marks of his Dif-

pleafure, he proceeded farther againft fome of the warmeft

of the Houfe of Commons ; whom he ftiled fiery, popuj

lar, and ill-tempered Spirits; Sir Edwin Sandys was ini-

prifoned, during the Seffion, which caufed a great Tumult

in the Houfj. And altho* the King, upon the Houfe's

pending a MefTage to Sir Edzvin, to know the Reafon of his

Confinement, declared, in a Letter to the Speaker, that it

was net for any Mifdemeanor in Parliament, yet I fufpedr,

his Tmprifonrnent was defigned, to prevent him from act-

ing with Vigur, in the Cafe of the Monopoly, and other

illegal Opprcffions on Tobacco ; and this the more efpe-

cially, as I can no where find, that any Reafon or Pretence

was given for his Commitment. However the King's

Opinion, concerning his Power over the Members, was

plainly exprefied in that Letter. For he orders the Spea-

ker, to tell the Houfe, in his Name, that he conceived

himflii, to have both Right and Ability, to punifh any

Man's Mifdemeanors in Parliament, as well during their

fitting, as after ; which Power he meant not hereafter to

fp^rc, as Occafion fhould be adminifte'red, by the infolent

Behaviour of any of their Members. And agreeably to

this Declaration, Sir Edward Coke, the great Lawyer, Sir

Robert Philips, Mr. John Selden, another Prodigy of Lav*1

and ail Kinds of Knowledge, Mr. Pym, and Mr. Malleryj

were imprifoned, after the Recefs, profcflcdly for their Be-

haviouC
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haviour in Parliament. And Sir Dudley Digges, Sir Thomas 1621.

Crew, Sir Nathaniel Rich, and Sir James Perrot, were fent ^—^—^
into Ireland, under Pretence of enquiring into fundry Mat- Sir Franci*

tcrs, relating to his Majefty's Service in that Kingdom, but,
Ŵ Go~

in reality, by Way of Banifhment. The Earls of Oxford™™*'
and Southampton were likewife fent to the Tower, foon af-

ter the Diflblution, on fome far-fetched Pretences. But the
true Reafon was eafily and publickly perceived, and that
their real Crime was, having fpoke too freely in Parliament,
concerning the King's Conduct.

I have made this Relation, not fo much as it is a remark-
able iEra in the Englijh Hiftory, which gave Rife to two
profefled Parties^ the one for the King's Prerogative, and
the other for the Rights of Parliament and the Liberty of
the Subject ; nor as it was alfo the firft open Breach, be-

tween the King and the People, which, by fubfequent Pro-
vocations and Heart-burnings, at laft broke out, into a moft
unhappy and virulent Civil War. But I have mentioned
thefe things chiefly, as they relate to my Subject, and will

Contribute to let the Reader more fully, into the Springs

and Motives of fome future Tranfactions. For it will be

readily perceived, that many of the moft eminent and active

Oppofers, in Parliament* of the King's arbitrary Views,

were alfo principal and leading Members of the Virginia

Company ; and it is well known, with what an Eye of

Jealoufy and Difpleafure, that Prince ever looked upon fuch,

as dared to ftand up for the Liberty of their Country, or

were fo far infected, with the mortal Taint of a publick:

(or as he thought it) a republican Spirit, as to oppofe his

Claim to an unlimited and defputic Power. It will not

therefore be furprifing, to find him hereafter, notwithftand-

ing his many affected and anile Profefiions of Love and Af-

fection to the Colonies, not only much difgufted at the

Company, and little inclined to do them any Favour, but

even, in their Diflblution, making a Stretch of that Prero- '

gative, which many of them had the Boldnefs, to queftion

and withftand.

But the Colony being now much enlarged and en- iCzu

Created, it was found very troublefome, to bring all Caufes

to James-Town. Inferior Courts were therefore, in the

Beginning of the Year 1622, appointed in convenient Places,

to relieve the Governor and Council from this vaft Burthen

©f Bufinefs, and to render Juftice the more cheap and ac-

cefliolc. This was the Original and Foundation of our

County Courts ; altho' the Country was not yet laid off in

Counties, but ftill continued in Townfhips and particular

FLmtatigns, as they called thefe Settlements, which were

not
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1622. not cc nfiderable enough, to have the Title and Privileges of

*—v

—

Bunuughs.

trJt^Go ^ U 1 l '

'

S ^ear ls rendered moft memorable in our An-

Ternor.
°" bY a crue^ "n<^ bloody Maffacre, concerted by Ope-

'chancanoUgh and the Indians, and executed on the Englifi

Colony, upon the 22d of March, on the following Occa-
fion and Manner. There was a noted Indian, called Ne-
VM'tanow, who was wont, out of Bravery and Parade, to

drtl's himfelf up, in a ftrange antic and barbaric Fafhion,

with F'eathers ; which therefore obtained him, among thd

Englijh, the Name of Jack of the Feather. This Mian
"was highly renowned among his Countrymen, for Courage

1

and Policy ; and was univerfJly efteemed by them the great-

eft War-Captain of thofe Times. He had been in many
Skirmifhes and Engagements with the Englijh, and bravely

expofed his Perfon ; yet by his Activity, Conduct, and good

Fortune, he had always efcaped without a Wound. This,

aided by his Craft and Ambition, eafily wrought, in the

Minds of thofe ignorant and fuperftitious Barbarians a fond

Conceit, that he was invulnerable and immortal. Thii

Captain came to the Houfe of one Morgan, who had many

1 fuch Commodities, as fuited the rude Tafte of the Indians.

Being fmit with the Defire of fdfne of thdfe Baubles, he

perfuaded Morgan to go with him to Pamunkey, upon the

Promife and AiTurance of a certain and advantageous Traf-

£ck. But, upon the Way, he murdered the poor credu-

lous Englijhman ; and within two or three Days, returned

again to his Houfe. There were only two fturdy Lads there,

the late Morgan's Servants ; who feeing him wear their

Matter's Cap, afked for their Mafter, and Jack frankly

told them, he was dead. Being confirmed in their Sufpi-

cion, they fcifed him, and endeavoured to carry him before

Mr. Thorpe, who then lived at Berkeley. But Jack fo pro-

voked them, by his Refinance and Infolence, that at laft

they ihot him down, and put him into a Boat, in order to

carry him before the Governor, who was then within feveri

or tight Miles of the Place. On the Way, our fainting

Immortal felt the Pangs of Death very ftrong upon him,

and earneftly entreated the Boys, to grant him two things J

firft, never to make it known, that he was flam, by a Bullet

and fecondly, to bury him among the Englijh, that the cerJ-

tain Knowledge, and Monument of his Mortality, might
he frill concealed, and kept from the Sight of his Country-
men. Such was the Vanity of this poor Barbarian, and
fo ftrong his Defire of falfe Glory in the Opinion of others,

againft the Experience and plain Ccnvitfion of his owd
Suile.

Opechancanougk
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Opechancanough was a haughty, politic, and bloody Man, 1622.

ever intent on the Deftruction of the Engltfi, and ready v—v f

to catch at every Pretence, for effecting his Purpofe. He S r F> af,c 's

had been difcovered, the Year before, tampering with a
Cj~

King oh the Eajlern Shore, to furnifh him with a Poifon,

either real or fuppofed, in order to poifen the Engl'Jh Co-
lony. He had alfo been accufed to the Governor, of a De-
fign, to draw together a very great Force, und_r Colour of

celebrating fome funeral Rites to Powhatan, but really with

Intent to cut off all the Er.gli/h. But Sir George Ycardleyy

by this Information, w~s rendered very watchful of his Mo-
tions ; fo that he was either difappointed in his Scheme, or

elfe, as Sir George thought, had never really formed any

fuch Defign. As to this Warrior, he was fo far from be-

ing in his Favour, that he had fent Word to Sir George

Yeardley, fome time before, that he Ihould be content, if hh
Throat were cut. Yet he being a popular Man, and much
lamented by the Indians, Opechancanough pretended, the bet-

ter to enflame and exafperate them, to be much grieved at

his Death, and was very loud, at firft, in his Threats of

Revenge. But the Reafon and juftice of the thing being

evinced, and receiving alfo fome (tern and refolute Anlwers

from the Engiijh, he cunningly diilembled his Intent for the

prefent, and treated a Mefienger, fent to him about the

Middle of March, with extreme Civility and Kinonefs 5

alluring him, that he held the Peace fo firm, that the Sky

fhould fall fooner, than it mould be violated on his Part*

And fuch was the Treachery and Diflimulation of the reft

of the Indians, that, but two Days before, they kindly

conducled the Englijl) through the Woods, and fent home

one that lived among them, to learn their Language. Nay,

on the very Morning of that fatal Day, as alfo the Even-

ing before, they came, as at other times, unarmed into the

Houfes of the EngliJ}>, with Deer, Turkics, Fiih, Fruits,

and other things to fell ; and in fome Places, fat down to

Breakfaft with them. Yet fo general was the Combination,

and their Plot fo well laid, to cut off the whole Colony, in

one Day, and at the fame Inftant, that they had all Warn-

ing, one from another, through all their Habitations, though

far diftant from each other, and every Party and Nation

had their Stations appointed, and Parts atfigned, at the Plan-

tations of the Engiijh, fome being diredted to one Place,

and fome to another.

The Engiijh, on the other hand, were by this Beha-

viour, as well as on other Accounts, lulled into a fatal Se-

curity. They thought the Peace fure and inviolable, not

fo much becaufe of their folenm. Pronnics and Ergage-

f meiUs,
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i6tt. m nts, as becaufe it was highly ufcful and neceffary to thev—V— Indians themfelves. For thofe poor, weak and naked B ir-

Wwt
?

Gj
Marians were» evei7 way^ advantaged by the Englijh. By
the Peace, they were fafely flickered and defended from all

other Enemies ; they were fupplicd with feveral necclTary

Tools and Utenfils, and other Commodities of Pleafure and
Entertainment ; they were fomething acquainted with, and
got a Tafte of Civil Life ; and were befides no ways in a
Condition, to withftand an Evglijl) War, becaufe of the

Superiority of their Arms, the Advantage of their Difci-

pline and native Courage, and their greater Skill in all mili-

tary Arts and Stratagems. The Englijh had likewife ever

treated them, with the utmoit Humanity and Kindnefs, out

of the Hope and Defire, of thereby alluring and bringing

them over, to the Knowledge of God and his true Religion,

yor nothing was more euncftly recommended from En-
gland, or more heartily deiired and endeavoured by many
good and pious Perfons of the Colony, than their Conver-
iion; which, agreeably to the Spirit of the Gofpel, and of

the Protcffanf Religion, and greatly to the Honour of our

Nation, was always purfued, by the Ways of Gentlenefs

and Perfusion, and never by thofe unchriilian Argument*
of Fire and Sword. On all thefe Accounts, the Englijh

were fo confident and fecure, that there could feldom be met
with, in their Houfes, a Sword or a Firelock, and molt of

their Plantations were feated in a fcattered and ftraggling

Manner, as a convenient Situation, or a choice Vein of rich

Land invited them ; and indeed it was generally thought,

the further from Neighbours the better. All Indians were
kindly received into their Houfes, fed at their Tables, and
even lodged in their Bedchambers ; fo that they feemed,
entirely to have coalefced, and to live together, as one
People. And the Englijh were fo far infatuated, by an
Opinion of their Simplicity, and of their Inclination, and
even Intereft, to maintain the Peace, that they lent them
their Boats, as they palled backwards and forwards, to con-
cert their Meafures, and to confult upon the execrable De-
fign^of murdering and utterly extirpating the whole Nation.

i h e Hour appointed being come, and the Indians, by
reafon of their Familiarity, knowing exa&ly, in what
Places and Quarters every Englijhman was to be found,
rcfe upon them at once, fparing neither Sex nor Aee, Man,W oman, nor Child ; and they were fo quick and fudden in

their Execution, that few perceived the Weapon or Blow,
that brought them to their End. Some entered their

Homes, under Colour of Trade ; others drew them abroad,
upon fpecious Pretences -

3 wiiilft the reft fell fuddenly on
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thofc, that were at their feveral Works and Labours. And ifaz.

thus, in one Hour, and almoft at the fame Inftant, fell
v—v

—

*

three hundred and forty feven, Men, Women, and Chil- s:r FraaeU

dren; moft of them, by their own Tools and Weapons, G<3r

and all, by the Hands of a perfidious, naked, and daftardly

People, who durft not ftand the prefenting of a Starr, in

Manner of a Firelock, nor an uncharged Piece, in the

Hands of a Woman. Neither were they content with their

Lives only ; but they fell again upon their dead Bodies, de-

facing, dragging, and mangling them into many Pieces, and

carrying fome Parts away, with a bafe and brutifti Tri-

umph.
In this Havock, fix of the Council were flain. For

thofe Blood-hounds, with equal Spight and Barbarity, mur-

dered all before them, without any Remorfe or Pity, and

without having any Regard to Dignity, or even to thofe

Perfons who were beft known to them, or from whom
they had daily received many Benefits. Among thefe was

that pious, worthy, and religious Gentleman, Mr. George

Thorpe, Deputy to the College Lands, and both in Com-
mand and Defert, one of the Principal in Virginia. He
had been of the King's Bed-Chamber, and was a Perfon of

confiderable Figure in England. Yet fo truly and earneilly

did he affe& their Converfion, that he left all at home, and

Came over chief Manager to the College, a Foundation

defined for their Education and Converfion. And here he

feve°ely punifhed, whofoever, under him, did them the

Jeaft Difpleafure. He thought, nothing too dear or precious

for them, nor ever denied them any thing. Infomuch that,

being frightened at the. Englijh Maftives, he caufed fome of

them to be killed in their Prefence, to the great Grief of

their Owners, and would fain have had all the reft gelt*

to make them mild and peaceable. He alfo built the King

ahandfome Houfe, after the EngliJ)) Fafliion; in which he

took fuch Pleafure, efpecially in the Lock and Key, that he

would lock and unlock his Door, an hundred Times a Day*

and was fo taken with the Device, that he thought nothing
^

In the World comparable to it. And thus mfinuating him-

felf into that Barbarian's Favour, he would often confer

With him about Religion; and that treacherous Inhdei

would feem much pleafed with his Difcourfe and Compa-

ny, and very defirous to requite all his Courtefy and Kind-

nefs. Yet did this ungrateful and viperous Brood, not only

murder this good Gentleman, but with fuch Spight and

Scorn abufe his dead Corps, as is unfit to be heard, or re-

lated. At the very Minute of the Execution, his i^an,
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and withal ran off, and fo faved his own Life. But his

Mafter, out of his good Meaning, was fo void of Sufpicion

and full of Confidence, that they had flain him before he

could, or would believe, they intended any FLrm. Captain

Nathaniel Powel, another of the Council, who had fome

time been Governor of the Country, was alio killed. He
was one of the firit Planters, a brave Soldier, had deferved

well in all Ways, was univerfally valued and cftecmed by

all Parties and Factions, and none in the Country better

known among the Indians. Yet they flew both him and

his Family ; and afterwards haggled their Bodies, and cut

off his Head, to exprefs their utmoft Height of Scorn and

Cruelty.

This Slaughter was a deep and grievous Wound to the

yet weak and Infant Colony ; but it would have been much
more general, and almoft univerfal, if God had not put it

into the Heart of a converted Indian, to make a Difcovery.

This Convert, wiiofe Name was Chanco, lived with one

Richard Pace, who treated him, as his own Son. The
Night before the Maffacre, another Indian, his Brother,

lay with him ; and telling him the King's Command, and

that the Execution would be performed the next Day, he

urged him to rife and kill Pace, as he intended to do by

Perry, his Friend. As foon as his Brother was gone, the

Chrijiian Indian rofe, and Went and revealed the whole

Matter to Pace ; who immediately gave Notice thereof to

Captain JViliiam Powel, and having fecured his own Houfe,

rowed off before Day to 'James-Town, and informed the

Governor of it. By this Means, their Defign was pre-

vented at Jcimes-Toivn, and all fuch Plantations, as could

poflibly get Intelligence in time. For where-ever they faw

the EngliJ!) upon their Guard, or a fingle Mufket prefented,

they ran off, and abandoned their Attempt.
Such alfo, at other Places, as had fufficient Warning

to make Reiiftance, faved their Lives. Nathaniel Caufie,

one of Captain Smith's old Soldiers, being cruelly wounded,
did, with an Ax, cleave down one of their Sculls } r.nd

tho' they were all about him, yet they fled away, and he

efcaped. At another Place, two Men only, having Notice

of their Defign, defended a Houfe againft fixty or more,

that affaulted it. At IVarrafqueake, one Mr. Baldwin,
when his Wife was fo wounded, that fhe lay for dead, yet

by often difcharging his Piece, drove them off, and faved

both her and his Houfe, together with himfelf and divers

others. At Mr. Harrifon's, about half a Mile from Bald-

win's, was Mr. Thomas Hamer, with fix Men, .and eigh-

teen or nineteen Women and Children, To him the /»-
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dians came, with many Prefents and fair Profcflions, They 1622.

pretended, they wanted Captain Ralph Hamer, to go to v—v—

*

their King, then hunting In the Woods. Mr. Horner fent s r fam*
immediately for his Brother, who was at a new Houfe, he

W}ttt
* G* m

was then building. But he not corning according to their
°

Wiih, they let Fire to a Tobacco Houfe, and came and
told them in the Dwelling Houfe of it. The Men ran to-

wards it ; and the Indians following, firfl Ihot them full of
Arrows, and afterwards beat out their Brains. Mr. Hamer,
having finifhed a Letter he was writing, ran out to fee

what was the Matter. But he foon received an Arrow in

his Back, which obliged him to retire into the Houfe, and
barricade the Doors. Hereupon the Indians fet Fire to the

Houfe ; but Harrifon's Boy, juft at that Tnftant, finding

his Mailer's Gun loaded, mot at Random. At the bare

Report, the Indians all fled ; and thereby left the Way
open, to Mr. Hamer and twenty two more, to get to Bald-
wins Houfe. Captain Ralph Hamer, all this while, was
wholly ignorant of what was palling ; but coming to his

Brother, who had fent for him, he met the Indians, cha.-

fing fome of the Englijh. Whereupon he retired to his

new Houfe, and with only Spades, Axes, and Brickbats,

defended himfelf and his Company, till the Savages depart-

ed. Soon after, the Matter of a Ship, lying near, and per-

ceiving the Confufion, fent him fix Mufketeers ; with whom
he recovered their Merchant's Store-houfe, and armed ten

more ; and fo, with thirty other unarmed Workmen, he

found out his Brother and the reft, at Baldwin's. But in

the Midft of this miferable Slaughter and Uproar, a little

Houfe and fmall Family, not far from Martin's Hundred,

at which Place alone feventy three were (lain, not only

efcaped, but never heard any thing of it, till two Days alter,

At this time alfo, Captain Ralegh Crofiaw- was in Pa-

towmack River, trading in a fmall Bark, commanded by

Captain Spilman. There an Indian ftole aboard, and told

them of the Maflacre ; and that Opechancanough had been

praaifing with his King and Country, to betray them, which

they refufed to do ; but that the Indians of TVigbcocomoco had

Undertaken it. Hereupon Captain Spilman went thither,

But they, feeing his Men fo vigilant and well armed, fuf-

pe&ed themfelves to be difcovcred ; and therefore, the bet-

ter to colour their Guilt, and delude him, they gave him,

fuch Satisfaction in his Trade, that his Veffei was foon near

loaded. After this, Captain Crojhaw went up to Patom-

mack. He had been long acquainted with that King ;
who

now very earneftly entreated him, toftay with him, and to.

*>e his Friend, his Director, and Captain, againft fevera!

P 3 0^
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1622. neighbouring Nations, his mortal Enemies. Crojhaw very—v—

' readily embraced his Offer ; as well to promote fome pri-

vate Views of his own in Trade, as to keep him firm to the

reraoL
°" Englijh Intcreff, and make him an ufeful Opponent and In-

flrument againft Opcchancanough. Therefore, relying on
the Faith of this Barbarian, he ventured, with one Man
only, to flay behind at Putowmack.

I n the Beginning of this Year, before the Contrivance

and Perpetration of this bloody Confpiracy in Virginia^ the

unknown Gentleman in England^ who had given five hun-

dred and fifty Pounds, towards the Convcrficn and Educa-

tion of Indian Children, having waited two Years, and re-

ceived no fatisfaftory Account of fhe effectual Profecution

of his Defign, wrote a Letter to the Company. Herein

he complains, that what was done in that Affair, did by no

means anfvver his Expectation or Intent. And he requires,

of the whole Body of the Company, towards which he ex-

preffes much Refpedr, and an entire Confidence in their

Uprightnefs and Integrity, that, as he had entruftcd the Dif-

pofal of that Money, a great and painfully gotten Part of his

Eftate, to their Care and Management, fo they would fee

the fame, fpeedily and faithfully applied, to the Ufe intended.

And he further propofed to them, the procuring fome of the

male Children of the Indians to be brought over into En-

gland (where they might be immediately under the Com-
pany's Eye and Infpe&ion) there to be educated and taught,

and to wear a Habit, as the Children of Chri/i-Clmrch Hok
pital do. In that Cafe, he delires, that the five hundred

and fifty Pounds might be converted to that Ufe ; and he

faithfully promifes, to add four hundred and fifty Pounds

more, to make the former Sum a thoufand, as foon as

eight or ten Indian Children mould be placed in London,

cither in C.brifr's-Ho/pitaly or in the Virginia School or Hof-

pital, as it might be called ; which, he doubted not, would
"be Yearly augmented, by the Legacies and Gifts of good

Men. But if they liked not this Prcpofition, then it was
his humble Suit and Motion, that the former Gift, of fiv<>

hundred and fifty Pounds, mould be immediately applied,

and wholly bellowed, upon a Free-fchool in Southampton

Hundred, or fuch other Place, as he or his Friends mould
approve : That in this School, properly endowed with fuch

Privileges, as they, in their Wifdom, fhould think fit, both

Mnglijh and Indians fhould be promifcuoufly taught and}

brought up together ; and tfc.t great Care mould be taken,

%o fend over fuch a Mafter, as ihould bring a found Tcfti-

monialj of his Sufficiency in Learning, and Sincerity of Life.

And fo praying, that the Lord would gjlyc them wife andl

under-
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underftnnaing Hearts, that his Work herein might not be 1622-

negligently performed, he concludes, and fubfcrihes himfelf v—y—

'

Dujl and AJhcs ; a Name which he had ever, from the firft, Sir Frama't

afiumed and made Ufe of, in this Affair. S. G°"

This important Letter being read in Court, Sir Edwin
Sandys gave the Company a particular Account of that

whole Buhnefs : That the Money had been brought, in the

Time of his being Treafurer : That, upon mature Deli-

Deration, it was refolved by the Company, to divide it be-

tween Smith's, fince called Southampton Hundred, and Mar-
tin's Hundred ; each to undertake for a certain Number of

Infidel Children : That Martin's Hundred, b^ing then in a

very weak and confufed Condition, was after rards, at the

Entreaty of the Adventurers, eafed from that burthen < nd

Charge, and the Whole laid on Southampton Hundred : That
that Society, confidering the Weight and Difficulty, as well

as the Hazard of fucceeding, were alfo very unwilling to

meddle with it, and offered an hundred Pounds, to be adX'd

to the former five hvndred and fifty, if they might be ex-

cufed from it ; but being earneftly prefled, they did at Lift

yield to accept and undertake it : That after much and

careful Consultation, it was agreed by that Society, to em-

ploy the faid Money, together with a far greater Sum out

of the Society's Purfe, to furnifli out Captain Bluet, with

eighty able and fufficient Workmen, for fetting up an Iron-

Work in Virginia ; whereof the Profits accruing, were in-

tended and ordered, in a ratable Proportion, to be faith-

fully employed, in educating thirty Indian Children, ac-

cording to the Dire&ions and Intent of the Donor : That

Letters were likewife fent to Sir George Teardley, then Go-

vernor of Virginia, and Captain alfo of Southampton Plan-

tation ; not only giving him large Advice and Direction

therein, but alfo commending the Excellency and Piety of

the Defign, and adjuring him to employ his utmoft Care

and Induftry in it, as a Work, whereon the Eyes of God

and Men were fixed : That in Anfwer hereto, Sir George

informed them, how difficult it was to obtain any of the

Children, with the Confent and good Liking of their Pa-

rents ; as well on Account of their Tendernefs and Fond-

Xiefs of them, as out of their Fear of hard Ufage horn the

EngUjh • That he therefore recommended a Treaty with

Opecbancanongh ; which was accordingly ordered, and Sir

Geerre promifed, to ufe his utmoft Endeavours, therein:.

That this Backwardncfc and Jealoufly of the lMtdMjm not

the only Hindrance to that pious Work; for Captain Blait

dying foon after his Arrival, it occafioned another great Stop :

That, however* Care had fince beea taken, to reftore that

teask-
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j**22 ' Iron-Work, by a frefli Supply ; fo that he hoped, the Gen-

v tleman would foon receive good Satisfaction, concerning the

wJ! Go-
DifP°fal and Mca of h» Charity, as he was furc, Ihey

vemor. would, at all times, be both ready and willing to give a
faithful Account of the Employment of the faid Money.
Sir Edwin Sandys further faid, that as he could not but

highly commend the Gentleman, for this his worthy and
molt chriftian Action, fo he had obferved great Inconveni-
ency to arife from his Modeftv, by fhunning Orientation and
vain Glory, and concealing his Name. For they were there-

by deprived of that mutual Help and Advice, which they
might otherwife have, by Conference with him. Neither
could he receive fuch clear Satisfaction, or fuliy know, with
what Integrity and Care, the Affair had been managed ; the

Succefs whereof muft be fubmitted to the Will and Pleafure

of Almighty God
?

as it had been already commended to his

JJleffing. But as to the two Methods, now propofed in his

Letter, he doubted greatly for his Part, whether either of
them would attain the defired Effect For, to fend for them
to England, would be far from anfwering the End, if he
might judge from the Experience of thofe, brought over by
Sir Thomas Dale. And to build a Free-fchool for them in

Virginia, he feared, confidering, in their prefent Dotage on
Tor acco, that no proper Workmen could be had, but at

fcxoeffive Rates, it would rather tend to exhauft this facred

Treafure in fome fmall Edifice, than to accomplifh fuch a

Foundation, as might fatisfy Mens Expectations and Defires.

He therefore again wifhed, that a Meeting might be had,
between the Gentleman, or his Friends, and the Society of
Southampton Hundred. That fo, all things being fully de-

bated, and judicioufly weighed, fome Courfe might be en-
tered upon and purfued, for advancing and bringing to Effect

fo pious and excellent a Work ; for which he prayed the

Blefling of Almighty God to be upon the Author : And all

the Company anfwered, and faid, Amen.
But this charitable Gentleman, however ftudious he was

to conceal himfelf, was afterwards ( if any Credit may be
given to Captain Martin's Report ) found to be Mr. Ga-
briel Barber^ the chief Manager and Book-keeper of their

Lotteries, and a very worthy, honeft, and ufeful Member
of the Company. He was himfelf then prefent, and heard
this Account, with which he feerns to have been fatisfied.

For he made no farther Demand or Star in the Matter but
continued afterwards, in the time of their fubfequent Quar-
rels and Diffenfions, a very hearty and ftrenuous Friend to
the Company. Mr. George Ruggles alfo, Fellow of Clare-
Hall, in Cambridge, and a Brother of the Company, did,
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the latter End of this Year, notwithftanding the News of

the Mafiacre, bequeath an hundred Pounds, for the Educa-

tion of Indians. He is'reprefented as a Gentleman, who was %

efteemed, in that Univerlity, fecond to none in Knowledge

and Learning, of very great Wifdom and Underftanding,

of Angular Honefty and Integrity of Life, and very fincere

and zealous in Religion. And he had, for the three laft

Years of his Life, aim oft wholly exercifed and employed his

Time and Abilities, in the Service of the Colony. For, be-

fidcs the Counfels and Affiftances of himfelf and his Brethren,

in their feveral Places, he wrote divers Treatifes, for the

Benefit of the Plantation ; particularly one concerning the

Government of Virginia, which is often mentioned, in the

Company's Records, with Commendation, efpecially by

Sir Edwin Sandys.

But there fucceeding, immediately upon this violent and

injurious Aflault, a continual and exterminating War be-

tween the Englijh and the Indians, all the Difficulties of their

Converfion were greatly encreafed ; and I do not find, what

farther was done, with Relation to thefe Benefactions. The
College People alfo received a great and deadly Slaughter

in the MafTacre ;
which, together with the Death of Mr-

Thorpe, their grand Principle of Life and Action, caufed

them to abandon the College Lands, and to retire lower

down the River, to fuch Places as were more defennble

againft the fudden AfTaults and Inroads of the Indians, be-

caufe of the greater Numbers of People, and the nearer

Situation, and more ready Affiftance, of other Plantations,

Thus did that brutifli and unhappy People tear up, as it

were, with their own Hands, the Foundations, which had

teen laid, for their Converfion to Chrift ianity and Civility

of Life. For altho' the Company, in London, did after-

wards frequently enter upon ferious Confutation, about re-

ftoring again and fetting forward this charitable Work, yet

by reafon of their own Troubles, and of the Fa&ions and

Difcords amongthemfelves, nothing therein was ever brought

to Effect. So that, from this time, there was no pubhek

Attempt, nor any School or Inftitution, purpofely defigned

for their Education and Converfion, before the Benefaction

of the late Honourable Robert Boyle, Efq; which mall be

fully related, in its proper Time and Place.

But whilft the Colony in Virginia lay under the 1 reilure

and Calamity of this bloody MafTacre, the Company in En-

gland were greatly rejoiced and encouraged, by the favour-

able Account of things, which they received, about that

time, from the Governor and Council. For they were m-

fprmed,by their Lettcrs,that all the Ships were fafely arrived*
3

' without
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1622. without the Lofs of one Perfon, by Sea or Land ; that Mr.
*

—

v— John Berkeley had put the Iron Works in fo good a For-

Ww^G* wartniek» tnat doubted not to begin to make Iron, by

«ujm£.
" Wbitfuntide ; that the Cotton Trees profpered exceedingly

well ; that the Frenchmen declared the Mulberry Trees of

Virginia to be of the very beft Kind ; and daily, by their

Example, encouraged the People to plant them in Abun-

dance, fo that they were in high Expectation, of fhortly

lucceeding in, and bringing to Perfection, that rich Com-
modity of Silk ; that the French Vignerons had conceived

great Hopes, of fpeedily making Plenty of good Wine,

whereof they had already made an Experiment, and fent

iiome a Tafte by that Ship ; and in fhort, that they now
had a fairer Profpect, and more certain Hope, than ever yet,

of loon becoming a rich and flourifliing Country. For

which, joyful News, and happy Succefs, the Company voted

and reiblved, that a Sermon mould be preached, to teftify

and exprefs their Thankfulhefs to God, for his Bleffing on

their Labours and Undertaking. And Mr. Copeland, a Bro-

ther of the Society, who, by his hearty Zeal for the En-

terprise, was well acquainted with the Succefs of their Af->

fairs, for the laft Year, was requeued to undertake the

Performance of this holy Exercife ; which he accordingly

did, at Bow Church, the 17th Day of April.

M r. Copeland was alfo himfelf, foon after, publickly en-

treated by the Company, to go over in Perfon to Vinginia%

and to apply himfelf to the Miniftry there. And in Con-

sideration of his good Services and worthy Endeavours,

which had redounded much to the Honour and Benefit of

the Colony, as alfo in Relpect of'his known Sufficiency and

Worth, they confHtuted him one of the Council of State*

and appointed him Rector of the College for the Converfion.

of Indians, to receive, as a Salary, the tenth Part of the

Profits arifing from their Lands and the Labours of their

Tenants ; and alfo to have the Paftoral Charge of the College

Tenants about him, which were to be erected into a Par-*,

fonage, according to the Company's general Order in that

Behalf. But this Defign, together with all their fanguinC

Hopes and Ideas of an immediately rich and profperoua

Country,, was dallied to Pieces and cut off, by the Mafia-,

ere. The Iron-Work on Falling Creek, in particular*

was entirely ruined and demoiifhed, and Mr. jfohn Berkeley.

Jh'in, with all his Workmen and People, except oae Boy-

only and a Girl, who found Means to hide themfclves, and;

^fcape. Their Preparations likewise, fo? other Commodi-
ties and Manufactures, were quite defrroyed and defefted i

the People, all this Summer3 bejjja ia fuch a State of Ter-

se?
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ror and Flight, that they did not even mak". Corn for their

Support and Subfiftence.

To this fad Pofture of Affairs in the Colony, was added
jjj*

the continual Increafe of the Company's Diflenfions and A-
VJ

nimofities at home, which became daily more furious and

irreconcileable. Captain Argall and that Faction, omitted

no imaginable Methods of Vexation and Trouble ; and the

more to difparage and perplex the Company's Proceedings,

they were perpetually railing new Authors and frefh Sub-

jects of Complaint, as well to the Publick, as moft efpe-

cially to the King, and to the great Lords and powerful

Perfons of his Court. It hath been already faid, that Cap-

tain John Martin came over, one of the Council of State,

in the firft Adventure ; and there hath been frequent Oc-

cafion fince, to mention his weak Conduct and Behaviour

here. This Gentleman was well born, and nearly related

to Sir Julius Crefar, then Matter of the Roils. In theTime

of Sir Thomas Smith's Treafurerfhip, he had furreptitioufiy

obtained a Grant, to be Matter of the Ordinance in Vir-

ginia ; as alfo a moft extravant and illegal Patent for Land,

at the Place, which he himfelf named Martin's Brandon.

For, by the exprefs Words of his Majcfty's Charter, the

Company was rettrained to their four great and general

Quarter Courts, one to be held each Term, for traniachng

any Bufinefs of great Importance, and particularly foi grant-

ing Lands in Virginia. But both thefe Grants, to Captain

Martin, had been pafled in a private Court, called purpofely

for that Jobb, and could never after receive the Alitnt and

Confirmation of a Quarter Court. For the Company, be-

ing apprifed of the Matter, ftrongly oppofed their ^xecu-

tion, and endeavoured to keep them from taking E^ect.

• Q^xn Argall in particular, when Governor

had fent home grievous Complaints, againft the Exoruitan-

cies of Martin's Patent and Behaviour S
and both b.r 1 bo-

mas Smith and Alderman John/on, at that tune rreafurcr

and Deputy of the Company, had been willing and aiTifting,

to flop and prevent thefe Grants from being further coft-

fomed, and receiving the legal Sanson of a Quarter Court.

But now, the Company's witholdmg Captajn Martin

from the Fruition of thofe Privileges and Immunities, which

appeared to have been granted under their Seal, being, at

firft Sight, a. fpecious Pretence of Clamour andComuhmt,

which might be turned to difgrace and vilify theJufhce and

Honour o°f their Proceedings, thefe very Gentlemen mft -

gated and afiifted him, to get a Certificate under he Hanos

Sfeveral noble Lords, and others,

u to the Company, by one Captain HaJwdL The Pur
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port of this Writing was : That whereas John Martin Efq»
having been along and faithful Servant to the Colony of
Virginia, defired a Teftimonial of his Carriage and De-
meanor in all things, according to their Knowledge and
the Truth, they did therehy certify : That, by the general

Confent of his Majefty's Council in England, for Virginia,

the faid Captain John Martin was, in the Face of the pub-
lick and open Court, elected, chofen, and fworn, o.ie of

his Majefty's firft Council of Virginia ; That afterwards,

in the faid honourable and open Court, he was, with the

free and full Confent thereof, appointed, chofen, and

fworn, Mailer of the Ordinance in the faid Colony : That,

befides his firft Adventure, which was very laudable and

good, he had, ever imce, conftantly and very worthily en-

dured all the Miferies and Calamities of fore-paft Times,

with the Lofs of his Blood, the Death of his only Son (the

fole Hope and Comfort of his Age) together with Sicknefs,

Famine, and many other inexpreffibly hard and miferable

Sufferings : That he had alfo providently and very careful-

ly endeavoured all the Good and Benefit to the Plantation,

that was in his Power ; in all things, upholding and labour-

ing to maintain, w'ith equal Juftice and Clemency, all his

Majefty's Laws, Prerogatives, and Rights whatfoever :

That for thefe honerl and worthy Services, They, the Com-
pany and Council for his Majesty, rciident in England, had

formerly granted him fundry Privileges, by Charter under

their Great Seal, for fettling a private Plantation
.

upon his

own Allotment of Land in Virginia ; wherein he had fince

proceeded with much Charge and Expence, and for which

they neither faw nor knew any Reafon, why he mould no$

be permitted to enjoy the fame, according to the true Intent

and Meaning of Iris faid Grant.

This Certificate v/as figned by the Earls of Pembroke,

Warwick, Leicejler, and Montgomery, by Lord Sheffield,

Sir Robert Manfel, Sir Thomas Smith, Alderman John/on,

Captain Jrgall, and a few others, to the Number of twelve

in all. Being preferred to the Company, they conceived

themfelves much wronged and affronted, that a few Mem-r
bers of their Body mould, in this Paper, affume to them-
felves the Name and Authority of the whole Company

}

ftiling themfelves, We, the Company and Council for his

Majejly, here rcftdeni in England. And they found them-f

felves under a Neceffity of doing fomcthing, to avoid the

foul Afperfion, contained therein, as if they now went a-»

bout to difavow their own A£t and Deed ; as alfo to pre-
vent the evil Confequences, that might follow, and the ill

Comtrudfions, that might be made thereon. Being there-;

fore
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fore fully apprifed, that fome of the Lords, and others, had 1622.

been miflead and betrayed into it, by the falfe Reprefenta- v—v—

,

tions and malicious Practices of the reft, they drew up an Sir Francis

Anfwer, and ordered their Secretary to make divers Copies ^nor
G°"

thereof, which they entreated Sir John Davers and Mr. 1

Tomlins, to deliver, as well to fuch Lords as had Hgned
the Certificate, as alfo to his Majefty's Mafters of Requeft.
For, by reprefenting Captain Marti^ as labouring; to main-
tain the King's Laws, Prerogatives, and Rights (a Stile

exactly fuitcd to the Tafte and Views of the Court) it was
eafy to perceive, which Way it was chiefly intended and
addreffed. But as to the other Subfcribers, the Secretary

was commanded, to deliver each of them a Copy himfelf.

In this Anfwer they fet forth : That the Company are
limited and directed, by his Majefty's Charters, to their

Quarter Courts only, for palling of all Matters of greateft
Weight, and particularly for difpofmg of Lands in Virginia -

That, contrary to this fundamental Law, notorioufly known
to all the Company, and frequently publifhed and declared
to the Planters, as an Ordinance from his Majefty to be in-

violably obferved, Captain Martin's two Grants were pre-
fented to an inferior private Court, ready engrofTed, the
Company not being before acquainted with the Matter :

That by this Court, called extraordinarily, and as it feems>
for this Bufinefs only, the faid Patents were unlawfully and
unduly paffed, notwithstanding the Diflent and Oppofition
of divers then prefent ; and that they never could after-

wards have the Confirmation of a Quarter Court : That
the faid Patent for Land contained fundry tranfcendent Li-
berties and exorbitant Privileges, apparently repugnant to
Juftice and the good Government of the Colony, and
which the Company, by his Majefty's Charters, had no
Power to grant : That therein was given an Exemption of

all the People within the Limits of his Patent, from the

Command and Government of the Governor and Council,

and from all other Charges and Services of the Colony
whatfoever, except in Cafe of War only ; as likewife a
Grant of an unlimited Fifhing, of the fifth Part cf all rick

Mines, with many other general and indefinite Liberties :

That, under Colour of thefe extraordinary Privileges, ma-
ny great Inconveniencies had arifen, to both the Company
and Colony : That Captain Martin refufed to fubmit him-
felf to the Laws and Orders of Government there : That
his Plantation was made a Receptacle and Harbour for all

diflfolute Perfons, who fly thither from ordinary Juftice :

That all thefe, and many other Mifchiefs, had been often

wn^luincd ef by the Cvlv.ny, u; their particular and gene-
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1622. ral Aflemblies ; as alfo by the Governors there, and moft

11—v

—

* efpecially by Captain Argall^ notwithftanding his Subfcrip-
Sir Francis ti0n to this Certificate : That, upon his Letter to the Com-

•woor
G °"

Pany> an ^r^er was made, in a Great and General Quarter

Court, held in May 1618, and a Committee appointed, to

examine and reform the faid Patent : That Sir Thomas

Smith and Alderman Jobnfon then prefided, as Treafurer

and Deputy to the Company ; fo that it feemed ftrange to

them, to find their Hands alfo to that Certificate, contra-

dicting the A£f. of that Great Court, wherein themfelvcs

were the principal Managers and Directors : That the fuid

Inconveniencies had moreover been lately teftified, by feveral

PerfonSj before the Company, in open Court : But that the

Company had neverthelefs frequently offered, andwas always

Teady to grant Captain Martin (whofe Merits they fhould

be glad to hear of, and to cherifh) upon the Surrender of

his former, a new Patent, with as large and ample Privi-

leges, as any other had, or could enjoy.

Notwithstanding the Truth, Juftice, and Rea*

fonablenefs of this Anfwer, Captain Martin preferred a

Petition to the King, containing many fcandalous Suggcf-

tions, as well againft the whole Body of the Company, as

againft fome fpecial Members in particular. And he ob-

tained an Order from his Majefty, to have his Caufe heard

and determined, at Sir Thomas Smith's Houfe, before fuch

Referees, as he himfelf named j among which were thofe,

who chiefly inftigated and fet him on. In Anfwer to this,

the Company made two AddrefTes ; one to the Referees, in

like Manner as they had done in the Cafe of the Certifi-

cate ; and the other to the King, as well to clear the Com-
pany and fuch particular Perfons, as flood accufed and de-

famed in Martin's Petition, as alfo to inform his Majefty,

that fome of thofe, unto whom the Reference was procu-

red, were violently fufpe&ed, to be Captain Martin's chief

Abettors and Supporters in this Affair. They therefore

defined, that the Matter might be referred, together with

thofe Lords in Martin's Reference, to certain other Lords

of the Privy Council, whom they named. But upon Lord

Cavendijh's prefenting this, his Majefty faid, that he was

znuch lurprifed at this new Cuftom, lately fprung up, that

Petitioners fhculd chufe their own Referees. To which his

JLcrdfhip :;nfwered ; that, in that Point, Captain Martin
had been their Example, who in his Petition, which hi*

Lordfhip then produced and {hewed his Majefty, had named
his own Referees, which his Majefty had approved and ap-

pointed accordingly,

By*
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But not content to give the Company this Trouble and *622

Disturbance, Captain Martin, together with one Captain v ^
Robert Hafwell, prefented another Petition to his Majefty Si '

fetting forth : That in the Time of Sir Thomas Dale's
p^at

'

Government, there was a large Quantity of Woodland,
Vern°U

Marfti, and other Ground, being in Circumference by
pftimation about fourfcore Miles, for which Sir Thomas
Dale compounded with Powhatan, the Indian King, and
bounded the fame by Trees, and other Marks of perpetual
Knowledge and Remembrance, with a folemn Proceffion of
many of his Majefty's Subjects, then and there living, com-
manding Notice to be taken thereof, to be, and always fa
called and entitled, The King's Forejl • That within the
faid Foreft, there was of Deer and wild Kogs a very great
Number ; which being preferved, with Care and Judgment,
from the Spoil and Havock, which continually was, and
would be made, both of them and their Brood, the Colony
might therein have a conftant Stock and Support, and Ship-
ping might, at all times, be plentifully victualled and Sup-
plied : And that there were befides, within thofe Limits,
many other profitable Commodities, already known. They
therefore humbly befought his raoft facred Majefty, to tak 3

the faid Foreft into his own Royal Hands, and to appoint

fome honourable Perfon, to be Commander thereof, autho-

rifing him, to give Order for converting the Plantations

thereon to his Majefty's heft Ufe and Behoof, and for ap-

pointing a Juftice of Oyer, and Rangers, with fuch other

Officers, as Should be thought molt proper and convenient

for the faid Foreft and Plantation.

To fuch a Height of Falfhood, Fraud, and Impofture,

did the Paffions of thefe unhappy Men carry them, as thus

,to give the King at once, as far as it was in their Power, all

the Lands and Pofleffions of a very great and principal

Part of the Colony ; who had, by their Labours and Suf-

ferings, fcruck out new Branches of Trade and Profit ta

the King and Nation, and weil deferved all Manner of In-'

diligence, and the utmoft Security and Stability in their

Properties. But King 'James was not of a Temper, ta

forego any Views of Profit and Advantage. He therefore

referred the Examination of the Matter to Sir Chri/lopher

Perkins, one of the Mafters of Requefts ; who fummoning
the Company, received for Anfwer :

That they held not their Lands from King Powhatan^

lior acknowledged any King of Virginia, but King James *

That it was true, for a perpetual Memorial and permanent

Honour to his Majefty and his Royal IfTue, they had named

chief Towns, and other aigft remarkable Places, after

the
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the King and his Children : That they however fuppofed
this did no way alter the Property of Inheritance in thole

wlt'to
Places

>
which his Ma

j
efty» by Letters-patent under the

wernor.

~°" Great Seal of England, had granted to the faid Company,
for and throughout all Virginia : That as to the Kind's

Foreft, it was a Name happily known to Captain Martin
and his Aflbciates, but never before heard of by the Com-
pany : That within the Circuit, which they had been

pleafed to appropriate for the Foreft, were placed James-
City, their chief Town, and Place of Rendencefor the Go-
vernor and Council, and divers other principal Seats ani

Plantations : That as for the Deer, it was true, the whole

Country did generally abound in them ; but the Swine were

no other, but the Breed of fuch as had been tranfported

thither by the Company : That Captain Martin was a Per-

ibn, who had ruined his own Eftate, (if ever he had any) as

alfo the Eftates of others, who had put him in Truft

:

That he made his Territory in Virginia a Receptacle of

Vagabonds and Bankrupts ; and was famous for nothing,

but all Kinds of bafe Conditions and Actions, as had been

publifhed in Print, above ten Years before : That he had

been therefore difplaced from the Council, by Lord Delu-

warr, as a mcft unworthy Perfon, who had prefumed, of

his own Authority, no wrays derived from his Majefty, to

pafs unjuft Sentence of Death upon divers of his Majefty's

Subjects, and to fee the fame put into cruel Execution

:

That it was therefore a Matter of great Surprife to them,

to find fuch a Man dare to offer himfelf to his Majefty, as

an Agent, either for Matter of good Hufbandry, or good

Government : That as to Captain HafiucH, he was nei-

ther Adventurer in the Company, nor Planter in the Colo-

ny, but a mere Stranger to both ; nor otherwife known to

them,' than as Interpreter to a Polonian Lord, of his own

creating : That however, if the King was pleafed, to have

a Royal Domain laid oif for him in Virginia, nothing could

be more joyful and agreeable to the faid Council and Com-
pany, nor wherein they would more willingly employ their

Endeavours.

At the fame time, Mr. Pierce, who had been Cape-

Merchant in Virginia, underftanuing, that Captain Martht

d^uied, that he ever protected any within his Territories,

averred, that he had delivered feveral AVarrants, to be

ferved upon Perfons, that lived loofely within Captain

Martin's Plantation, and that the Provoft Marfhal made
Return, that the faid Captain Martin refifted the Officer,

and drew Arms upon him, and would not fuffer him to

execute the fukl Warcaatei Others alfo staled, tha? it

jttdj
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Was generally reported in Virginia, that Captain Martin's

Plantation was a Place of Refuge for all Debtors ; and

that, if he had been of Power, there would have been no Sr R—
living in Virginia. To v/hich Mr. Jefferfon added ; that, J^Jj

G<i"

to his Knowledge, Captain Martin, being fummoned, had

refufed to obey the General Affemblies. All which, they

all declared themfelves to be ready and willing, whenever

required, to confirm and juftify upon Oath. Wherefore,

in a Cafe of this clear Evidence and Truth, Captain Mar-
tin was not able to carry his Point againft the Company.

He was afterwards induced to deliver up his illegal Patent

in open Court, to be cancelled ; and Orders were given for

drawing a new one, with as large and ample Privileges,

as the Earl of Southampton, or any other Adventurer had.

But when this was drawn, Captain Martin complained,

that he was therein abridged of a great Quantity of Land,

granted in his former Patent. Eor, in that, ten Shares

were given him, in Reward of his Services ; and he pre-

tended, that each of thofe Shares ought to be five hun-

dred Acres of Land ; and he therefore claimed five thou-

fand Acres. For this, he deiired that Spot of Land, as ha

called it, at Martin'% Brardon, where he had formerly

feated, containing about fix thoufand Acres, with all

Marines and lunken Grounds thrown in, as an Overplus.

But the Court, having never heard of any Shares of five

hundred Acres, and finding it exprefly directed by their

Charters, that no Share fhould exceed an hundred Acres,

abfolutely refufed to grant his Demand. However, to

give him Satisfaction, if poflible, they gave him to a cer-

tain Day, to produce any Inftance or Evidence, that there

had ever been Shares of five hundred Acres ; and promifed,

to (hew htm all lawful Favour. But he afterwards per-

verfely demanded the Redelivery of his old Patent ; and

the Court, being quite wearied out with his Obftinacy and

Impertinence, gave him for their laft and refolute Anfwer j

That, if he would accept fuch a Patent, as they coul l law-

fully grant, he might have it ; but as for his old Patent*

they could not deliver it to him again, being void, not fa

much by his Refignation, as by the Extravagance and Ille-

gality of the Grant itfelf. Whereupon he went away, and

never fpared, upon all Occafions, to load many very wor-

thy and deferving Members of the Company, with all pof-

fible Scandal and Reproach. But at laft he accepted the

liew Patent, and pretended to be fully reconciled to the Com-

pany ; and came to Virginia^ with a Recommendation from,

the Privy Council, and by their Means and Intcrpohtion,

even from the GwPpany themfelves ; which Favour he

accordion/
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accordingly requited, by propagating and fpreading through
the Country all the Faiihoods and Calumnies againft them

Sir Franth
that he couLi invent or utter.

C 1

«?ai.
Gj

" ^ UT befldes Captain Martin^ fome others were raifed

up and fuborned, to give in Complaints to the King, againft

the Company. One AJa?na?n Dixon, in his Petition, pre-

, for the Service of the Companytended to have been hired, iui uic u<-. vice ui me company
and Colony, as Mafter-Calker of their Ships and Veffela in

Virginia, at thirty fix Shillings a Month, and that having

ferved them many Years, he only had received three

Pounds thirteen Shillings ; fo that there was now due to

him an hundred and fifty Pounds, or there-abouts : That

Captain Argali alfo, in the time of his Government, had

given him ar.d one John Berry a Piece of uncleared Ground,

on which they had expended an hundred Pounds in a

Houfe ; but that, contrary to all Juftice and Equity, they

had been turned cut of their faid Houfe and Ground, the

former Year, by Sir George Yeardlcy, to their great Dif-

comfort and utter Undoing. To this the Company an-

fwered : That the Matters of the faid Petition were to

them utterly unknown , that there was not, in their Books,

the leaft mention of any fuch Officer or Contract } nei-

ther had they any Inducements, to believe it to be true :

That if any fuch thing had paffed, it muft have been in Sir

*Tbf)ma: Smith's Tim:., to whom they referred him, forAn-

fwer and Satisfaction : That as to the Outrage and Wrong,
pretended to have been done by Sir George Yeardley, the

Petitioner had never yet complained thereof to them ; but

they would take a Courfe for fpeedy Juftice therein, by

commending the Matter to the Care and Examination of

the Governor and Council in Virginia. And the Affair wai

accordingly examined and tried in our General Court, the

2 nr. of January 1623-4. It then appeared, by the Oath

of Thomas Gates and the faid Adam Dixon, that they, to-

gether with "John Berry and Thomas Dingley, were hired-

by Sir Thomas Smith, upon Wages, for a certain Term ;

that theirWages were not only never paid, but they them-

felves were detained, many Years longer, in very hard Ser-

vitude 5 and that at laff, to free thunfelves, they were

obliged to give Captain Argali an Acquittance, under their

Hands, for their Wages ; without which, he threatened,

they ihould never be fet free. And they further fwore,.

that Captain Argali kept them a Year after, in his own.

proper Service, without any Allowance of either Wage*
or CI oaths. But I cannot find, in our Records, that they

prolecuted or made any Complaint here, againil Sir George

Yenrdleyt about their Houfe and Land,
Out
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One William Kemp alfo preferred a Complaint to his 16-2.

Majefty, of the Grievances of certain Inhabitants of Km- *—v

—

*

quotan in Virginia \ that William Julian, John Bufo, and s r Franca

fome others, ancient Planters and defcrving Inhabitants of
lVjdt

'
Oo*

the beft mechanical Trades, had been turned out of their
VenW

*

lawful Pofleflions, by Sir George Yeardley, with many Cir-

cumftances of Oppreffion and Cruelty. To which the
Company anfwered : That the Parties, pretended to be
Wronged, had never made any Complaint to them : That
Kemp had been in England above a Year, and had never

laid the Matter before the Council and Company, where
Juftice might have been done : That he did not even pre-

tend to have Authority from the Parties grieved, to exhibit

this Complaint to his Majefty : That they therefore faw no
Caufe, to believe his Allegations to be true ; but fufpedied

him, rather to be fet on by the Malice of others, than

moved by his own Zeal for Right and Juftice : That how-
ever, according to their Cuftom in Caufcs of the like Na-
ture, they would, by the firft Opportunity, tranfniit this

Complaint to the Governor and Council in Virginia ; that*

if there appeared any Truth in any Part thereof, they

might proceed, as well to the due Redrefs of the faid Grie-»

vances, as to the condign Punifhment of the Authors and

Delinquents. And this Complaint appears, from our Re-

cords, to have had this Foundation in Truth and Matter

of Fact ; that fome Perfons had fet down, at Kicquotan9

upon the publick Land of the Company, and were obliged,

by the Governor and Council, to go off. But they how-

ever had, either by this time or afterwards, (I cannot ex-

actly fay which) Satisfaction made them for their Clearing

and Improvements.

Captain Matthew Somers, who had returned to En-

gland with his Uncle's Body, in the Year 1610, had, long

before this, been a Prifoner in the King's Bench. Fr .m,

thence he often pelted and tiezed the Company, with art

extravagant Demand for his Uncle's Adventure ; and altho*

fomething confiderable in Adventure appeared, by their

Books, to be due to Sir George Somers, yet they refufed to

pafs it over to him, becaufe he had an elder Brother in the

Country, who was Heir at Law to Sir George, and he could

hot make fufficient Proof, that either his Uncle had be-

queathed it by Will, or that his Brother had made over all

his Right and Intereft therein to him. In this time there-

fore of prefenting Petitions to the King, Capt.dn Somers alfa

preferred his ;
informing his Majefty : That Sir Gfbrgi So->

mers was forced, by Strefs of Weather, to five him felt and

Company, on the Winds of Bermudas, where he loft his
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1622. Ship, and foon after, his Life : That he, the Petitioner,

—v

—

J being bis immediate Heir, and then prefent, built a fmall

Sir Francis Bark, to convey his Company to England; and left three

Stnor
G°" Mtn ' t0 continue the P^ffeffion cf thofe Illands, in hi*

Majefly's Name : That the Virginia Company, hearing

of this Difcovery, challenged thofe Iflands, as their Right,

altho' they were above an hundred Leagues without the

Limits of their Grant ; and they fent a Governor, with

Men, to take the PcffefTion from his Majefly : That find-

ing, the Petitioner's Men had, by their Induftry, found a

Cake of Ambergreafe of an hundred and fixty Pounds

Weight, the faid Governor took it violently from them,

for the Ufe of the Company, who fold it for twelve thou-

fand Pounds, and likewife threatened Violence to the poor

Men, to make them confefs more : That the faid Compa-

ny, mortly after, fold the faid Iflands to a particular Com*
pany, for two thoufand Pounds ; and the poor Petitioner

could never yet obtain any thing, either for his Adventure

or otherwife, altho' he had long and often follicited it, to

his great Charge and utter Undoing : That thefe, and no

other Comforts, could they, the ancient Adventurers, re*

Ccive from the Company ; and therefore he humbly befought

his Majefty, to take into Confideration his own Royal Right*

therein, and to give Order for the Relief of him, the poor

Petitioner.

To this falfe and exaggerated Account of that Affair, the

Somer-IJlands Company gave in, for Anfwcr, much the fame

in Su'oftance and Purport, as I have before related concern*

ing it. And as for Captain Somen, they deny him to have

any juft: Pretence, to ftile himfelfj either an ancient Adven-
turer, or Planter. For he made a very fhort Abode there ;

and contrary to his Duty and Truft, returned fuddenly to

England, where he had ever fince continued, without per-

forming the lcaft Service to either Plantation. They confefs,

that a Block of Ambergreafe of very great Value was found,

of which they got about a third Part ; but were notable to

deliver in an cxac'l Account of its Worth, becaufe Sir Tho-

mas Smith, at that time Governor and Treafurer of their

Company, had hitherto refufed to give in any Account of

their Treafury. And they further fay, that they conceived
the Right to that Ambergreafe to be in the Virginia Com-
pany, at whofe Charge, and in whofe Service, thofe three

Men had been fet out and employed ; but that they had
neverthelefs, fince compounded with the Finders, fo that none
of them had any juft Caufe of Complaint, and leaft of all

Captain Somen
3 who could have no Title or Pretence of In-

tereit therein.

As
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As Captain Argall had been long and actively employed 1622.

in Virginia, and was confequently well acquainted with moft *

—

-sr-—*

Perlbns and PalTages there, he was ftrongly fufpefted to be Sir Framh

at the Bottom of thefe Complaints and Pecitions againft the
wyat >

Go "'

Company. They therefore, on their Part, refolved to pur-
Vvtnor *

fue their Profjcution againft him with greater Vigor ; and
they appointed a feL-ct Committee, to warn him perempto-

rily to exhibit his Accounts, and to make a full and fubftan»

tial Anfwer to fuch things, as the Company fhould charge

him withal. But he, being a Man of good Senfe and Ca-
pacity, and of great InJuftry and Resolution, ftill foiled

and perplexed their Proceedings, and gave them much Trou-
ble and Annoyance, without their being able to bring him.

to any Account or Punifhment, for all his unrighteous

Gains and Extortions in Virginia.

Captain Samuel Each wis fent, this Summer, in 3
large Ship of three or four hundred Ions, to build a Block-
houfe or Fort, on thofe Banks which lie out in James River,
near Blunt Point. This was defigned, to command the
PafTage up the River ; and it was judged, by divers of the
Inhabitants, to be that, which ought firft to be attempted,
and would be moft eafily effected. Captain Each alfo, who
was efteemed a very honeft and fkilful M m, having viewed
the Place, when in Virginia, thought the thing very feafible.

But this Undertaking, like many others, ended with great;

Charge to the Company, and without any real Effect or
Advantage. However, in this Ship went over the Lady
JVyat, and Mr. Barret, a Mafter-Shipwright, (whom Cap-,
tain Smith calls Captain Barwick) with twenty five Men,
to build Ships an 1 Boats, together with many Houfe-car^
penters for the Ea/t- India School, and other Ufes. All thefe

Perfons, for publick Services, were fent in the common
Method, ufed ever fince the Company's Fund was exhauft-
ed, by the voluntary Subfcription of the Adventurers to a
Roll. And I likewife find, that one Mr. Hoiue, who ftiles

himfelf a Chronicler, made a Demand upon the Company,
about this time, for twelve Pounds of Tobacco ; which,
he faid, had been promifed him annually, in Confideration;

of his Pains and Willingnefs to fcrve the Company, and to
relate, in his Book, the fevtral Paft'igcs concerning Vir-.

ginia. They granted him his Pcnfion for that Year, which
he moft thankfully accepted. But he either never perform-
ed the Service, or is at l.eaft a Writer of that Obfcurity and
infignificancy, that I neither know, nor can find any thing;

of him.

Before the Election of Officers came on this Year*

Compaiiy3 jn a, previous Court, exorefisd. their great

0^2 SatiX*
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1622. Satisfaction in the Earl of Southampton's Adminiftration

;

*—y—' and they maue it their humble Defire and Entreaty to hig

£> frajuis Lordfllip, winch was entered upon their Records, that he

wrnor.
G °~ wou iu vouchfafe, to hold the Place of Treafurer, for one

Year more. But the Earl of Southampton was very obnoxi-

ous to the Court, on Account of his Principles of Liberty,

and his bold and refolute Oppofition to an exceflivc Prero-

gative, "i he King therefore endeavoured once mere, to put

him out of the Government of the Company. For, at the

time of Election, Alderman Hamerjley and Mr. Bell deli-

vered a Meffage, in his Majefty's Name, fignifying : That
altho' it was nut his Defign or Defire, to infringe their Free-

dom of Election, yet it would be highly pleafing to his Ma-
jefty, if they would make Choice, for Treafurer and Depu-?

ty, oi any of thofe Gentlemen, whofe Names were written

in a Paper, then prefented to the Court. In this, Sir John'
Woljunholmc, Sir William RuJJ'el, Mr. Clitheroe, Mr. Mau-
rice Abbots and Mr. Handford, were propofed to their Choice

for Treafurer ; and for Deputy, Mr. Leat, Mr. Robert

Cjj.ey, Mr. Stiles, Mr. Audy, and Mr. Bateman. The
Company exprefled great Joy and Satisfaction, for thisTef-

timony of his Majefty's Notice and good Wiihes to the Co-

lony, and of his gracious Intention, not to infringe their

Privilege of free Election. But becaufe, by their Rules and.

Orders, three only at a time could ftand for cither of thofe

Places, they firft put it to the Vote, which two, of the five

recommended by the King for Treafurer, mould be put in

Election, with one, whom the Company mould name.
Mr. Clitheroe and Mr. Handford were chofen to ftand in

lection, and the Company named the Earl of Southampton ;

who was, upon the Ballot, chofen by a vaft Majority, he

having an hundred and feventeen Balls, Mr. Clitheroe thir-

teen, and Mr. Handford feven. In like Manner, they chofc

Mr. Leaf and Mr. bateman, to ftand for the Place of De-
puty Treafurer, to whom the Company added Mr. Nicho-

las Farrar, who was alfo elected, by having an hundred
and three Balls, Mr. Bateman ten, and Mr. Leat eight.

The E«.rl of Southampton was then abfent ; and indeed

feems, purppfely to have abftained from their Courts at fuch

times, to fhew, that thefe things were carried, not by any
Art or Ambition of his own, but merely by the free Choice,
and unbiased Affection of the Company. But Mr. Niche-
fas Fair ar, being prefent, took his Place, as Deputy Trea-
furer, and returned Thanks to the Company, for this ho-?

nourable Tcftimcny of their Love and Efteem, wherein he
iTiculd, all his Life, exceedingly glory and re joice. And he
iarther declared his Senfe of theWe%ht and Diflaculty of the

Qfice,
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Office, and of his own Inability. But not to trouble them *^
22 '

him; ana oeiougiu m«- uuuuu.anv, —
worthy Gentlemen and Officers, with their CeunLls to di-

rect, and the whole Court, with their Prcfcnce to aflift him,

in the Execution of his Office. And, in particular, he de>

fired them, to requeft.his Brother, Mr. John Farrar (m

Confidence of whole Affiftance and Direction, he well knew,

they had chofen him) to continue the fame Care and Pains,

he had formerly done. Whereupon Mr. John Fa;rar pro-

rnifed, not to flack any thing of his fcsrmer Zeal and Dili-

gence, in the Bufinefs j and the Comp. ny, in thankful Ac-

knowledgement and Approbation of his gre^t and fuithful

Services, in the Place of D.puty-Treafurei, f^r the three

Jaft Years, beftowed upon him twenty Shurcs of Land, old

Adventure. And they further ordered, that together with

the Gift, it fhould be entered on their Records, that the

Court conceived his Services and Merits to be fo great, that

had not their Liberality been bounded, within the Ccmpafs

pf twenty great Shares, they would, for him, have exceed-

ed it with a much larger Proportion. And the fame Quan-

tity had alfo been beftowed upon Sir Edwin Sandys, in his

Abfence, the former Year, with a like honourable Tefti-

anony and Acknowledgment of his Services and Deferts.

The Company alfo requeued the Lords Cavendijh, Pa-

get, and Houghton, to prefent their meft humble Thanks to

his Majtfty, for his Remembrance and good Wifnes to

their Affairs ; and to inform him, with what Reverence

and Refpeci, his Mefiage was received ; but that the Elec-

tion had fallen upon the Earl of Southampton, with an al-

moft unanimous Confent, the Company having found, that

the Plantation had profpered, each of the three l ift Years,

more than in ten before ; and that more had been done

with ten thoufand Pounds, than formerly with fourfcore

thoufand. And they further conceived, that as their Staple

Commodities were then in eftablifhing and perfeding, and

»s the Government of the Country was to be fettled and

confirmed, equal Sufficiency, in their Governors and Di-

rectors, would not fo much advance the Plantation, as the

Variablenefs of Infti udions and Methods, in the Change of

Officers, proceeding from different Conceptions and Waya

©f thinking, would prejudice and retard the Bufinefs. But

iiis Majefty was not well pleated to find, that out of fo large

« Number, as were recommended by him, not one had

been chofen ; and he faid, he conceived Merchants to be

ftteft, fox the Maaagemtnt of fuch Uateafctogs, becaufe

Q.4 *
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of their Experience and Skill in Staple Commodities. In
Confirmation of which, he inftanced Sir Thomas Smith'*

Government, in whofe time many Staple Commodities had

been fet up, which were now laid down, and only Tobacco
railed or attempted. To which Lord Caveudifo replied,

that in this, as well as many other Particulars, relating to

the Company and their Proceedings, his lYLjcity had been

very grofly miiinformed ; that the following Tobacco only,

and neglecting all other Staple Commodities, had been the

Fruits of Sir Thomas Smith's and Alderman Jobnfon's Go-
vernment 5 but that lince, they had laboured, with all In-

duftry. Care, and Diligence, to erect Iron-Works, plant

Vineyards, make. Silk, and raife other fuch valuable Com-
modities, of fome whereof, they hoped, fhortly to give his

Majcfty a Proof} and he faid, thatnnce Sir Thomas Smith'*

Time, the Colony had grown to almoll as many thouf nus

of People, as he left hundreds, belides a very great Increafe

of their Cattle. And his Lordfhip further afiured his JVla-

jefty, that fome of the Perfcns recommended, being in

Court, did then, and moft of them have otherwife .nee,

publickly acknowledged and declared, that they would ne-

ver have accepted thole PLces
; profefling themfelves, thro*

Want of Experience, and a Multitude of other Bufinefs, fa

very unfit and unequal to the Charge, that they mould cer-

tainly have brought back the Bunhefs more, in one Year,

than it had gone forward and profpered, in the lafl. three.

Soon after this, the News of the Maflacre in Virginia

arrived. This Event, fo unexpected, and fo contrary to

all their Hopes and Profpects, was received, by the Com-
pany, with inexpreflible Grief ; which was not a little ag-

gravated, that fo many had fallen, by the Hands of Men fo,

contemptible, and after fuch plain Warnings, as Opechan-

can&ugh s Attempt to poifon the whole Colony, and efpe-

cially the Death of Nemattanow had given. And they were
therefore very loud in their Complaints againft the Conduct
of the Governor and Colony ; never conhdering, how eafy

and natural it would be, to retort upon them (as the Go-
vernor and Council actually did) their own confrant and

preffing Inflections, to win the Indians over by Courtefy

and Kindnefs, to give them familiar Entertainment in their

Houfes, and if it were poffible, to draw them to live toge-

ther and cohabit with the Englijh. However, all good and
fenlible Men thought not the wcrfe of the Enterprife, for

rhefc Difafkrs ; but many pubjick-fpirited Adventurers un-
dertook fevera! new Plantations, and divers Ships were dif-

patched away, with fuch Supplies and Afiiftance, as were-

thought fttffioent. The King alio was fo fax fen&ble of the,

Lofsr



Book IV. The History of VIRGINIA. 23$

Lofs of fo many of his Subjects, and of the miferable State l6za
-

M

of the Colony, that he made them a Gift of Arms out of the ^ nT""
-^

Tower j fuch indeed, as were unferviceable ™ Europe a- S*^™^
gainft equal Enemies, yet might, with a little Trimming wa4
and Repair, be made very ufeful againft the Indians. And

for immediate Difpatch, his Majefty lent twenty Barrels of

Powder, upon the Security of the Company's Seal, after-

wards to repay it. He likewife promifed, to levy four hun-

dren young Men, out of the feveral Shires, to be fent to*

Virginia, in Supply of thofe, that had perifhed in the Maf-

fecre ; but he never could be brought, tho' often follicited

by the Company, to make that Promife good. The Lord

St.Jobnof Bafing, alfo gave fixty Coats of Mail, for the De-

fence of the Colony ; and the City of London, with many

private Perfons, were much concerned at, and very torward

to contribute towards the Repair of this Lofs.

Captain Smith, with Mr. Stockham and Mr. Whita*

ker, *wo Clergymen of Note in the Colony, haa ever been

t)f Opinion, that the Ways of Gentlenefs and Kindnefs would

.never be fufficient to bring the Indians over ) and had there-

fore recommended, that Mars and Minerva fhould go Hand

in Hand, as well in their Converfion, as in all other Trans-

actions and Intercourfe with them. But they were too fan*

guinary in their Notions of the Matter. For Mr. Stockatn.

plainly declares, that, until the Throats of their Priefts and

Elders were cut, there could be no Hopes of their Conver-

fion ; and Captain Smith frequently mentions, and infinuates

to Imitation, the deteftable Example of the Spaniards, in

their Conqueft of the Weji-Indies. They were indeed fome-

thing excufable, if, their Patience being worn out by a long

Experience of the Perfidioufnefs, Bafenefs, and almoft in-

vincible Brutality of that People, they at laft gave too much
Way to the Dictates of Anger and Violence. Captain Smithy

in particular, thought, that there had long fince been given

juft Occafion, to profecute them with War, and entirely to

conquer and fubdue them ; and he now looked upon the

Maffacre, as rather an Advantage than Detriment, as it

would open the Eyes of the EngUJh, and fet them upon their

Guard, and would give them juft Grounds for a War, even

to their utter Extirpation, and thereby contribute to the fu-

ture Security and fpeedy Advancement of the Colony. And
this indeed feems to have been the general Opinion of the

Times. For the Company themfelves, in a Letter this

Year to the Governor and Council, declare, that they faw

fuch a Difpofition in Mens Minds, as made them think,

that this Addition of Price had endeared the Purchafe, and

$at the Blood of theft People would be the Seed of the
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16*2. Plantation. And, for their own Parts, they thought it a
1—v

—

J Sin againft their dead Brethren, who had loft their Lives itj

S ; r Frar.ch it, to abandon or give over the Enterprife, till they had fuh
Wyat, Go-

j j-cU iej aruj g0t pofieflion of the Country.

Captain Smith likewife, upon this Occaficn, offered

his Service to the Company. He propofed, that they mould
tranfport him, with an hundred Soldiers and thirty S..ilors,

and all proper Provinces and Ammunition ; and fhouid give

him a Bark of an hundred Tons, with Means and Materials,

to build fix or feven Shallops, to tranfport his Men from

Place to Place, as Occafion required ; and then he under-

took, to form a flying Camp, and to range about and tor-

jment, the Indians, till he either obliged them to quit the

Country, or brought them into fuch Fear and Subjection,

that every Man mould follow his Bufmefs in Peace and Se-

curity. And as to the Support and Subliftence of this Par-

ty, he thought, if his Majefty were truly informed of the

iN eceility and Benefit of the thing, he would give the Cuf-»

toms of Virginia for a time. For, without fome fuch Me-
thod, it was much to be doubted, whether there would

come, in a few Years, either Cuftom, or any thing elfe,

from thence to England. And he doubted not, but thai?

the Planters would, according to their feveral Abilities, con-

tribute towards fo ufeful and neceflary a Deiign. But he in-

filled, that the Governors mould not be permitted, by Vir->

tue of their Authority, to take his Men away, or any thing

elfe, to employ them, as they thought proper. And he far-!

thcr promiied, to make the beft Ufe of his Experience, as

well within the Limits of Virginia, as New*-England) to

liring them both into one Map, with all the Cc::r.;nes, that;

lay between them. As to the Rjv/ard of his own Pain?

and Danger, he afked not any thing, but what he could

xaife, from the proper Labour of the Savages thcmfelves.

This Propofal was well approved by moft, that heard

jt ; but fuch were their Divilions and Confufion at that;

time, that he could obtain no other Anfwer, but that the

£xpence would be too great, and their Stock was exhaufted 5

and they thought, the Planters mould do fomething of that

Mature themfelves, if they could find fufficicnt Means to

^ffecl: it. However, he was given to underftand, as hetella

tis, that if he would undertake the thing upon his own prii

vate Account, he might have the Company's Leave 5 pro-«

vided, they might have haW" the Pillage. But he rejected

this Intimation with Scorn ; thinking, that all the Pillagq

of thofc poor and naked Barbarians, except a little Corn, to

"be had at fome times of the Year, would not, in twenty

Years, amount to twenty Pounds, J$ut \ fuipeft* that all
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this only paffed in Converfation, or was at moft privately

talked at their Courts, without ever being brought regular-

ly before the Company. For I have the Company's Re-

cords of that time, now in my Ppffeffion, in which there vcrm^
js net the leaft Mention of any fuch Proportion, altho'

things of a trivial and much mere minute Nature are moft

exactly entered. Neither does it feem confiftent with the

Charaaer of the Company and its Leaders, who gave a

fair Courfe and Debate to all Prcpofiticns offered, and were

rather profufe in their Expences for the good of the Colony,

than lying upon the Catch for little Advantages and mean

Gains. However, the Captain's open Nature, and bin ph-

city of Honefty, might be blinded by crafty and ddignmg

Men, and eafily made believe, that that came from the

Company, which had really never come under their Cog^

jiifance, or been laid before them.

In the mean time, the Colony in Virginia, being much

frightened at this lamentable and unexpected Difafter, re*

fclved to abandon all the petty Plantations, and to chaw the

People together, to make good five or fix of the beft and

moft deferable Places. Nay, fo great was the Terror and

Alarm, that many Perfons were urgent, to abandon James
,

River, and to retire to the Eafurn Shore, where they might

eafily fortify and defend themfdves againft the Indians. And

for quieting thofe, who were many, the Governor was

obliged to hold feme Councils, under Colour of confidcnng

their Propofal, but yet with a full Refolution, never to take

fo unadvifed and deftruaive a St«ep. However, many Plan-

tations were quilted by Authority ; and all the People were

drawn together to Shirley Hundred, Flower-de-hundred*

James-Town, with Pafpahey and the Plantations light op-

pcfite, Klecuotan, and Southampton Hundred; to which

were added^ by the Obftinacy and Refolution of their Ow-

ners, Mr. Samuel Jordan's Plantation, now called Jordan a,

Point, and Newport's-News. For Want of Boats and other

Conveniences, it was impoflible, on fuch a fudden, to fe-

cure and bring off all their Cattle and other Gocds, which

were, for the moft part, after their Departure, burnt, ru-

ined, and deftroyed by the Indians. But Mr. Gockni, at

Newport's-Nezvs, refilled to obey the Order of Government,

and draw eff his People; and Having got together thirty

five of all Sorts, he fecured his Plantation, and otfenued

himfelf and Company againft all their Afbuks
;

and Incur-

sions The like was alfo done by Mr. Samuel Jordan ; and

by Mrs. Proclor, a proper, civil, and modeft Gentlewo-*

xnan, who, with an heroic Spirit, defended, her Eftate for

9 Month, till 0w> with ail with her^ were obl^ed, by the
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i6zz. EngUJJ) Officers, to go with them, and to leave their Sub*

v v Glance to the Havock an:l Spoil of the Enemy. Mr. Ed-

wJt "So
alr°' at E Llfabeth-Cliy* altho ' mucn Mifchief

ttraor.
" was done to ms Cattle, yet did himfelf alone defend his

Houfe, whilft all his Men were fick and unable to give him
any Ailiftance.

Captain Thomas Newce, Deputy and Superintendant

of the Company's Lands, forefceing the Difficulties and

Famine, that muft neceirarily enfue, caufed as much Com
es poffible, to be planted at Elifabeth-City, where he com-
manded } whilft others deftroyed even that, which had

been before planted, fearing, it might be of Service to the

Indians, and trufted wholly to Relief by Trade or from

England, which had ever been one of the principal Caufes

of their Miferies. For, Supplies from Ergland were very

precarious, and liable to many Accidents and Difappoint-

ments, and had been, formerly at leaft, very fcingily af-

forded : And the Trade for Corn, with the Natives, was
ufually carried on by Men of Subftance, to their own Gain
and Advantage, and as it was complained, efpecially by

the Company's Enemies, to the great Oppreffion of the

poor i;nd fuffering Inhabitants. But Captain Newce called

all his next adjoining Neighbours to his Houfe, and omitted

nothing, to relieve their Wants and Neceflities. He like-

wife, with all Speed, entrenched himfelf ; mounted three

Pieces of Ordinance ; funk a Well of frefh Water ; and
foon put himfelf into a Pofture of Defence, above the Fear

of any Danger or Aflault from the Enemy. In all thefe

Works, he acted the Part of a Sawyer, a Carpenter, or a

Labourer ; till he brought upon himfelf many Sicknefles,

and at laft a Dropfy, to the very great Grief of his Fami-
ly, and of all under his Government, The latter End of

jfune, Sir George Yeardley, in his Way to Accomack, ftaid

three or four Days with Captain Nnvcc, being accompa-
nied by the Council, and many other gay Gentlemen. The
Captain, being oppreffed with fo large a Company, com-
plained, to one of the chief among them, of the Want of
Provifions. Whereupon he gave the Word to the reft,

and they entered the Fields of Corn near the Fort, which
were the beft guarded and preferved from the Ravage of
the Enemy, and akho' the Ears were fcarcc half grown,
they devoured and made a miferable Wafte. among it. Bui
it muft be obferved, that this Particular relics wholly on.

the Authority of Captain Smith, who was himfelf abfent.

and whofe Relations of thefe times were chiefly taken from-
Perfons of the opponent Faction. They, are therefore always
to be fomewhat fufrjetiedi a&d »fpcua^y 1$ ihjy Story, as it
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clalhes fo much with Sir George Teardlefs general Charac- 16

ter, and the univerfal Love and Efteem, which he obtained v—
from the Colony. However Captain Newce was certainly a S r

Man of great Goodnefs and Merit. As long as he had any

thing, his Company fhared it equally with him ; and when
all was fpent, being obliged to live on Crabs and Oyfters>

they fell into a very weak and feeble Condition. Yet
Captain Newce distributed among them, as he faw Occa-
fion, a little Milk and Rice, which he frill had left j and
behaved himfelf, in all things, with fuch a fatherly Ten-
dernefs and Care, that he obtained the Reputation, of be-

ing the Commander, throughout the whole Country, that

took the moft continual Pains for the Publick, and did the

leaft Good for himfelf, of all others. On the 9th of Sep-

tember, his Men were attacked at their Labours, by the
Indians, which was the firft Affault, they had made fince

the Maffacre, and four were flain. The Captain, alma*
extremely fick, fallied forth to engage them ; but they,

hiding themfelves in the Corn and other lurking Places,

efcaped his Vengeance. Soon after, this worthy Gentle-
man died ; and the Company, in Confideration of his, as

well as her own Merit, granted his Widow a Moiety of
the Labours of the Tenants, due to his Place, till another
Perfon mould be appointed to fucceed him. And after-

wards, in a Letter to the Governor and Council, they or-

dered her the whole Profits of their Labour for the follow-

ing Year, with no fmall Commendation of her Virtue and
Defert.

Captain Ralegh Chrojhaw was, all this while, at Pa-
tewmack, with one Man. He had not been long there,

before Opechancanough fent two Bafkets of Beads to jfapa-

zaus, the King, to kill them ;
alluring him of the Slaugh-

ter he had made, and that before the End of two Moons,
there mould not be an Engliflnuan left in all their Coun-
tries. Japazaus difclofed this to Captain Chrofiavj, who
expreffed great Scorn and Contempt for Opechancanough^

whofe Treachery and Cowardife he had feen fufficiently

tried by Captain Smithy when he took him Prifoner, at the

Head of feven hundred Men. After two Days Delibera-

tion, Japazaus made Anfwer, that the Englijh were his

Friends, and Opilchapan, the Indian Emperor, his Brother 5

and that therefore, there fhculd be no Blood fhed between

them, by his Means. He ulfo returned the Prefent of

Beads, advihng the Pamunkeys to come no more into his

Country, left the Englijh, though ag.Jnft his Will, fhould

do them a Mifchief. But the Englijh Colony concluded

Cbrojbaiv undoubtedly ds^d, till Captain Hamsr came toPa-
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totomack, in June, to trade for Corn ; where he found him
fafc, and Was kindly entertained by both him and the Kin*.

1 By the King's Direction and Afliftance, lie aiiaulted and
" took a Town, where was forne Corn ; and at his Depar-
ture, he left Captain Chrojhaw four Men more. Chrojhaw
receiving continual Alarms, retired with thefe to a PLce of

Advantage, where, with the Afliftance of the Patowmacks
t

he foon fortified himfelf, fufficiently againfr, all fuch wild

Afiailants. Soon after, he was vilited by Captain Neuce

}

from whom underftanding the miferable State of the Colo-

ny, he offered, if they would fend him a bold Shallop, with

Protifion to trade, and proper Arms and Men, to provide

them Corn furficient, after the getting in their Cofn ; but

as yet, it being but the latter End of June, he told him*

there was little or none in all the Country.

Newce communicating this to the Governor" and others,

Captain Ifaac Maddifon was fent^ with thirty odd Men,
in a Ship and finall Bark. His CommifTion from the Go-
vernor, exprefly charges and requires him, to aflift and de-

fend their Friends and Confederates, the Patowmacks, a-

gainft the common Enemy ; to protect: them and their Corn,

to his utmoft Power ; and in his Carriage, as well towards

them as the Enemy, to difcharge, faithfully and circunv

fpectly, the great Truft, repofed in him, as he would an-*

fwer the fame, at his Peril. But juft at that time, Captain

Chrojhaw had received a Letter from Mrs. Boyce, aWoman
of Figure, who was Prifoner^ with nineteen more, at Pa~
munkey. Having fome Profpcdf. of recovering their Liber-*

fy, he went to James-Town, with two Chiefs of the Pa-*

tovjmacks, to follicit the Governor, and to enter into Mea*
fures for their Releafe. But before this, Opechancanougb

had returned an infdent Anfwe'r to the Governor's Meflage^

concerning rcftoring the Ertglijh Captives, and had treated

the King's Picture with great Difhonour and Contumely*
The EngUj}) aMb diffemblcd their Intents, and pretending

Peace and Friendfhip, invited the Indians back,- to plant'

their Corn at their ufual Habitations ; which being novf
grown up, fo as to make the Lofs irreparable by a new*

Crop, the Governor was preparing, with five hundred Men*
to make a fharp and vigorous War upon them, efpccially

upon Opechancanougb and his bloody Adherents ; and hoped,
by deftroying their Corn, and other Means, to drive them
quite out of the Country. As to the lawful Emperor, 0-
phchapan, who by this time indeed was only an Emperor"
in Name, he feems very greatly to have difapproved of the
MafTacre. For I find him, early the next Year, fending
Cbanw% Pace's Chrijtian Convex t, who difcovcred the /»-*

dia*
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dian Confpiracy, to aflure Sir Francis JVyat, that if he

would fend ten or twelve Men, he would give up the reft

of the Englijh Prifoners, that were in his PofLiJion ; and s

would alfo deliver his Brother Opecbancanoagb, the Author U

of the Maffacre, into the Hands of the EngliJJ^ either

alive or (lend. Captain Tucker was accordingly lent upon

this Service,
(

tut without the defired Succefs. However
Opitchapan

(

tent back. Mrs. Boyce, naked and unapparaled,

in Manner and F^fhion, like one of their Indian Queens.

For thefe Reafons, the Governor was unwilling, at that

Juncture, to near of any Treaty with Opeckancar.ougb ; and
Captain Chrojbaw's Journey to James-Town was in vain;

but his Abfence from Patowmack had a very unhappy. Con-
fequence, on another Account. For, Maddifon was a Man
of a jealous and timorous Nature ; and not liking to live

among the Savages, as Chrojhaw did, he built himfclf a
ftrong Houfe, within Chrojbaw's Fort, and there foon rofe

great Coldnefs and Referve between him and the Patow~
macks. There was alfo then at Patowmack an exile King,

who was inwardly exafperated at Japazaus, becaufe he
would not ailift him in the Recovery of his Kingdom.
This fubtle and malicious Barbarian did therefore, in Re-
venge, forge a Plot, as if Japazaus and the Paiowmackf
were in Treaty with Opecbancanoagb, how to cut off and
deftroy the Englijh there. And to give his Lye the greater

Credit and Air of Probability, he wrefted and applied fe*

Veral Circumftances, that had lately happened, to this De*
lign. Maddifon, naturally fearful and fufpicious, was a-

larmed at this, and made his Men ftand punctually to their

Arms. Some time after, under Pretence of Bufinefs, hs
fent for the King to his ftrong Houfe ; where having locked

him, his Son, and four others up, and fet a Guard of fiva

Englijhmen upon the Houfe, he fell on the Town, with

the reft of his Company, and flew thirty or forty, Men,
Women, and Children. The poor King, being furprifed

at fuch an unexpected Affault, called out, and begged him
to ceafe from fo undeferved a Cruelty. But he gave not

over the Execution, till he had fiain, or put to Flight, all

in the Town. Then he returned, and taxed the King of

Treachery ; who denied it bitterly, and told him, it was

ibme Contrivance of thofe, who wifhed his Dduuction,

for being a Friend to the Englijh. After that, Maddijon led

him, his Sen, and two others to his Ship, promifing to let

them at Liberty, as foon as his Men were all fafely ftiip-

ped ; and the King, very readily and effectually, ordered

his Subjeas, not to ftioot at, or annoy the Englijh, whilft

they were going on board. £ut ttotvyithitawding this,
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1622. Madiiifon^ contrary to all good Faith, carried them Pri-

% v > toners to James-Town ; where they 1 y, till the Oclcber

Si P jk'i following, when they were carried home by Captain Ha-
Wy t, Go- mer^ w}10 took a Quantity of Corn for their Ranfom.
woaor.

However, this perfiuious Dealing did not pafs off, entirely

Without Notice or Animadverfion. For, Mr. -John Pountis
t

as a Cafe properly belonging to his Office of Vice-Admiral,

afterwards lodged a Complaint againft. fome Perfons, who
going out to trade with the Indians, under Pretence of

Fiiendfhip, and in the Governor's Name, had feifed their

Perfons, and fometimes taken their Lives, and fometimea

their Goods, for nothing, or at their own Rates, contrary

to all Laws human and divine, and to the Difhonour of

God's Name, of the King, and the whole Englijh Nation.

Altho' this was conceived in general Terms, fo as to reach

all other Perfons, guilty of the fame Crime, yet we are

told, in the Act. of Court itfelf, that it was chiefly levelled

againft Maddifon and Hamer. And fome Examinations a-

gainft them were accordingly taken ; but by reafon of Ha-

irurs Sicknefs, and MaddiJon's Abfence, who foon after
1

returned to England, the Suit dropped, and never proceed-

ed to full Trial.

This ram and unauvifed Action of Maddifon (not to

call it by any worfe Name) was of very ill Confequence to

the Colony. For they were thereby cut off from all Hopes'

end Pretenfions, to trade for Corn on that River ; which

was then their only Refuge and Dcpendance, as the In*

dians, in all the ether Parts of the Country, were in an

©pen and declared War with them, and as they themfelvea

had not attempted any thing of a Crop, left the Corn,

when grown up, fho'uld give Means and Opportunity for

AfTaults and Ambufcades. Captain ChroJJjaiv's Defign waa

alio quite defeated ; who intended to make Japazaus a pro-

per Inftrument and Ally againft Opechancanough. For hei

had at his Command above two hundred fighting Men, iri

the Town of Po.towmack ; and was, befides, a Perfon of

great Intereft and Authority, throughout the whole River*

being a Kind" of petty Emperor there, and unwilling to

©wn Subjection to the other Emperors, whom he alway«

affected to treat, rather as Brethren than Superiors. It wal
therefore probably thought, that Cbrojhaw would have!

Succeeded in his Scheme, and might eafity have made him
rife againft a Power, which he was before jealous of, and
always looked upon, as ufurped and oppreffive.

However Captain Henry Spilman^ who had been pre»

ferved by the Means of Pocahontas, and had lived feveral

Veai8 at Patowmacki re-lying on his'-tfttereft and Acquain*
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tance with them, ventured to go thither, in a Bark, with 1622.

twenty fix Men, to trade for Corn. But himfelf, with v—v

—

9

twenty one more, were furprifed and (lain by the Pqfcoti*
c '

r Fnmctf

cons, the greateft People in thofe Parts. They immediate-S^G°~

ly boarded the Veffel in their Canoes, and entered fc faft,

that the five Men, left to guard her, were in the utmoffc

Amazement, till a Sailor gave fire to a Piece of Ordin ance

at Random j the bare Report whereof fo frighten!..: the

poor Savages, that they leaped overboard, and forgetting

their Canoes, fwarm afhore. Soon after, they heard a great

Noife among them* and faw a Man's Head thrown down
theBank ; whereupon they weighed Anchor, and returned.

And thus died this unfortunate Gentleman, who was of a
good Family in England. He had, three Years before,

been tried and found guilty, of depreciating and under-

mining theGovernor's Authority, by telling Opecba,uanough%
that a Great Man (meaning the Earl of ,Farwick) would
foon come, and iake his Place. For which Crime, they

thought it a Mercy to fpare his Life ; but they however
degraded him from his Captainfhip, and condemned him,
to be a Servant to the Colony for feven Years, in Quality

of Interpreter ; for which Office he was peculiarly fitted,

by having long lived, and been very converfant, among the

Indians.

Edward Waters, one of the three, tha*- ftaid in the Iflands

Of Bermudas, and found the great Block of Ambergrcife,

dwelling in Virginia, at the time of the Maflacre, was
himfelf, together with his Wife, taken and kept Prifoners

by the Nandfamonds. But this Fall, fome Englijh, near

Newport's-News, were furprifed in fo great a Storm, that

altho' the Men faved their Lives, the Boat was loft ; whichi

was caft, by the Winds and Waves, upon the Shore of

Nandfamond'. The Indians, finding it, were fo bufied,

with Songs, and Dances, and Invocations, according ta

their Maimer of Triumph, that Waters and his Wife found

Means, to get fecretly into one of their Canoes, arid croffed

the River, "nine or fen Miles over, to Kicqnotan ; wh :re

they were received with no lefs Joy and Wonder by the

Englijh, than their Efcape gave Anger and Vexation to the

Indians.

Shortly afterj Sir George YeardUy and Captain Powell

Cach with a Company of Gentlemen Volunteers, went to

feek the Enemy. But all being fled, except three, ynich

Captain Powel met by Chance and flew, they burnt their

Houfes, deftroyed every thing, they could find," and fo re-

turned. Three hundred Soldiers,' the belt, they could

tilufcj were, flat tougher, raifed and embarked in con-
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venient Veflels, under the Conduct of Sir George Yeardley^

' with ail tilings neceflaxy for the Expedition. They went
firft to Nandjamottd \ where the Indians fet fire to theif

' own Hcafcs, fp.-iicd all they could, and then fled away^
with what they could carry off. So that the Englijh had

jio Opportunity to make any Slaughter of them. But

their Coin being newiy gathered, they feized all, they

could find ; burnt the Houfes, which the Inhabitants had

in their Hurry left imbufnt ; and fo departed. From thence

they went to Pamunkey, the chief Seat of Opcchancanough*

He did not appear himfelf ; but the Indians there feemed

excusing-" ail . nifhed, and promifed to bring them all thK

Englifbi yet living, and to reftcre their Arms, and what-1

ever elfe they had ; pretending, much to defire Peace, and

tc give them any Satisfaction in their Power. But this wat
only a Device, to prccraftinate the Time, till they could

convey away the^r Corn from all other Places, except

where the Englijh were quartered. At length, the Englijh^

perceiving their Defign, feifed on the Corn in their Power,-

burnt their Houfes, and purfued them into the Woods*
But they fled before them, and eafily efcaped, not without

Contempt and Infuk. For fome lurked about in Ambufh,
and difcharged fome Shot out of Englijh Pieces, which

hurt and wounded feveral diforderly Stragglers. After this*

Sir George returned, with a thoufand Bufhels of Corn, and

each of the Soldiers had three Bufhels a piece. Captain

Smith tells us, that they were however obliged to pay ten

S' liilings a Bufhel, before they received it, for Freight and
r Charges of the Expedition. But the Governor and

Council's Letters to the Company, aft Authority not to be"

contefted, exprefly fay, that Sir George Yeardley freely em-
ployed his own Shipping, Shallops, Mariners, and Servants*

without any Recompense or Freight at all. But this is not

the only Inftance, in which that Gentleman's Actions art

mifreprefented in Smith's Hifrory. For, he immediately pre*

eeeding and coming after Captain Jrgall's Government,
and having a Ccmmiffion to examine and punifh his Of-
fences, became a peculiar Mark of Hatred and Calumny
to that Faction. The fame Letters inform us, that three

thoufand Bufhels of Corn more were taken from the Ene-
my, by Force or Trade, and brought in, by different Par-
fries of Men. By thefe, and other fuch fmall Inroads and
Depredations, the Indians were reduced to great Want and
KecefHty that Winter, and endured no fmall Mifery and
Famine. So that many of the Englijh, in Confidence of
their Weaknefs, and Inability to hurt them, returned to

tim ivreier Habitation foj-j befides jpivuiderino; and ruin-
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ing their Corn, and other Ways of diftrefling and deftroy- 1622.

ing them, the Governor and Council, in the aforefaid Let- *—v

—

*

ter, allure the Company, that more Indians were flain that Sir &anq'$

Autumn and Winter, than had ever fallen by the Hands ofZxZt^"
the Englijh, put them all together, from the firft: Beginning

and Settlement of the Colony.

The Earl of Warwick, not fatisfied with the Spoils of

Virginia, had alfo, by his Intereft and Intrigues* procured

his Follower and Dependent, Captain Nathaniel Butler, to

be fent Governor of Bermudas for three Years ; where he:

gxercifed the fame bare-faced Oppreflion and Extortion,

that Captain Argall had done here. But from the petty

Offence of plundering the Colony, he proceeded to a higher

Crime and Mifdemeanor, and committed fome Pillage upon
a Spanijh Wreck. This incenfed Gondomar, and the Lords
of the Privy Council fent a fharp Order to the Company,
to make an immediate and ftricl: Enquiry into the Matter,

The Time of his Government being therefore now expi-

red, a Commiffion was given to Mr. Bernard, who was
going over to fucceed him, to enquire into the Affair of the

Spanijh Wreck, as well as the Truth of many otner Com-
plaints and Allegations, fent over againft him to England*

But, as had been done in Captain ArgaWs Cafe, a Baric

was difpatched from Barnjtaple, in which he efcaped, jufb

before the Arrival of the new Governor, and came to Vir-

ginia. He left thofe Iflands in a moft miferable Plight, be-

ing reduced to Beggary and Ruin, by his Rapines and Ex-
tortions ; and coming hither in the Extremity of Winter^

he found the Colony labouring under the Diftreffes and un-

happy Confequences of the Maffacre. Sir Francis Wyat
received and entertained him, with great Hofpitality and

Good-manners ; but his Behaviour here was infamoufly

le\vd and riotous. Among other things, he demanded to.

be admitted of the Council, and grievoufly refented his

being refufed, aitho' he could mew no Colour of Right or

Title to it. After about three Month's Stay, and having

gone up as high, as Chickahotniny, where, like a common
Robber or free Booter, he fell upon, and made Spoil of

Lady Dale's Cattle, he fet Sail, and returned for Eng-

land.

But before this, in the Beginning of the Summer,

there had been fet afoot a moft unhappy Affair
cor the Com-

pany ; which gave it, as it were, a fettling Blow, and not

without fome Face of Reafon, was the Ocafion of greater

Clamours and Animofities than ever. :t hath been fre-

quently related, how the King took all Opportunities of

grinding the Company and infant Colony, by laying op-

• a R 2 F«&yj5
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preflive and illegal Impofitions on Tobacco. This he
V—^

—

J
did, partly out of his natural Abhorrence and Averfion to

Sir / . v . t
v

lt Weed, but chiefly out of a Defire of Gain. For,
IV>'

•
Go " with a Conjunction not unufual to be found in Men's Cha-

rn
° '

raeters, Profufion, and a voracious Appetite after Money,

had met together in that Prince's Nature. In all thefe

Exactions, Sir Lionel Cranficld had been his principal Inftru-

ment. He had been at firft a Merchant of London, and

then an Officer in the Cuftoms, from whence he was in-

troduced to Court, as a Projector ; which, in the Lan-

guage of thofe Times, ilgnified a Perfon, who could fur-

rim Expedients to the Minifters, to raife Money, in the

Vrcancy, and without the Afiiflance, of Parliament. He

was a very wife and dextrous Officer ; and fn this Execrable

Function, had been fo ufeful and fuccefsful, that, together

with the Advantage of having married one of Buckingham's

Relations (an extraordinary Merit then, and an infallible

Road to the higheft Preferments) he had rifen, before this

time, to the Dignity of Earl of Middle/ex, and Lord High

Trcafurer of England. He was himfelf an ancient Ad-

venturer in the Affair of Virginia ; and well knew, hovf

uneafy they were, under the PrefTure of the Monopolies,

Garbling, and other illegal Patents. He 'therefore refolved

to try, whether he could not make the Company confent

to their own Oppremon, and fqueez.e out of them a greater

Profit and Revenue to his Majefly, by making a particular

Contract with themfelves.

To this End, he firft broached the Matter privately to

Sir Edwin Sandys ; offering a Grant, to the two Companies

of Virginia and the Somer-I/lands, for the fole Importation

of Tobacco into the Realms of England and Ireland, re-

ferving to his Majefty a certain valuable Rent. This he

did, with large Profeffions of his Love and Affection to the

Colony of Virginia, whereof he was an ancient Counfellor;

and declared, that, befides the perfonal Duty of his Place,

as Lord High Treafurer, his principal Motive herein was

the Profit and Advancement of the Colonies. Sir Edwin
profeffed his Ignorance, in Affairs of that Nature ; but

after fomc Thought, he confulted with Sir Arthur Ingram^

another Member of the Virginia Company, then prefent,

but a fait Creature and Retainer to the Lord Treafurer.

At length, coniiJering, that Tobacco was a deceiveablfi

Weed, and the Ufe of it wholly founded on a Humour,
which, might focn var.ifh into Smoke, and come to no-

thing, he told his Lordfhip, that to fettle any great Rent

in Money, upon fuch an uncertain Commodity, might

foon baj&rupt; fa Companies, ^ utterly ruin, the Plana-
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tions. Wherefore, he conceived it much the fafer Way
for the Companies, to yield his Majefty a certain Propor-

tion, in Specie, out of the Tobacco itfelf; whereof, hegrjw*
thought, they might be induced to give a fourth Part, pro-

vided they might be difcharged from all other Burthens upon

it. But his Lordfhip, falling into a Calculation, told him,

that without the Grant of a Third, there could not be that

Revenue raifed to his Majefty, as was expected ; and for

the old Cuftom, of fix Pence a Pound upon Roll, and four

Pence upon Leaf Tobacco, it was already granted to his

Majefty's Farmers, and could not be reverfed.

After this, Sir Edwin Sandys, by his Lordfhip's Com-

mand, communicated this Propofal to the Lords Southamp-

ton and Cavendifo, and the two Deputies ; who having im-

parted it to their Councils, brought it before the Companies.

Such a Contract, if it could be concluded on any reafonable

Terms, was certainly of very great and vifible Advantage

to the Companies and Colonies. For it would enable them,

by having the v/hole Commodity in their own Hands, to

exclude all foreign Tobacco, and to raife, or at leaft keep

up, the Price of their own ; and would as well eafe them

from the Extortions and Infults of other nionopolifing Pa^

tents," as fecure them from any farther Impositions. For

the Court, as the Colonies advanced in Strength, was ftill

loading them with new Impofitions, and kept them always,

ftaggering, and fcaree able to go forward, under the Bur-

then of Taxes and Impofts. And this was then done, folely

by the King's Authority, without granting Parliaments their

undoubted Right, of giving Money, and laying new Duties

on the Subject. And what was a notorious, and (if the fa-*

cred Charader of Kings and Minifters would allow the Ex-

preflion) an impudent Breach of Faith, it was done againft

the plaineft and moft exprefs Words and Tenor of former

Grants; which was, beyond E)oubt, the prefent Cafe of

the Virginia Company, as hath been before obferved and

recited. .

However, the Companies, fitting down peaceably

under thefe Oppreffions, readily embraced this Overture,

and appointed each a Committee, to treat with the Lord

Treafurer about it. But in the Progrefs of the Bufinefs, his

Lordfhip was ftill fqueezing in new Hardfhips upon them ;

and particularly furprifed and mocked them with a Proper

fal, that for each of the two Years, then next enfuuig, the

Companies mould be obliged, to bring in fixe* choufand

Weight of Spanijh Tobacco, or othcrwife permit tortythou-

fand Weight to be imported by feme other. I his Propo-

rtion fecmed very grievous to the Committees* and crowed
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1622. one of their chief Puipofes. They therefore replied : That

—~v—' no fuch Obligation was laid on the former Patentees for the
iir framx f0]e Importation of Tobacco : That the Example of obliging

Sflor.

G°" Men to brinS *n zny forei
pn Commodity, whereof there

was fufficient of the Growth of the King's own Dominions,

would feem very ftrange and accountable 5 and fuch a thing,

£S they thought, had not been heard of, in any Part of the

World : That to prohibit the planting Tobacco in England,

and yet to command the importing fo large a Quantity front

a foreign Country (efpecially when it was confelledly a great;

Drain of the Calli of the Nation) would be very grievous

to the Englijb Subject ; and was fo odious a thing, that they

were afhamed to be concerned in it : That the Quantity of

fixty thoufand Weight of SpaniJJi Tobacco was very excef-

iive, and more than had been imported, in divers Years,

when there was no Reftraint at all : That fo large a Pro-

portion (the whole Import of Tobacco into England, upon

an Average for the laii feven Years, being only an hundred

forty two thoufand and eighty five Pounds Weight a Year)

mult utterly abafe the Price of the Plantation Tobacco, as

manifestly appeared from thatYear's Experience ; fo that the

Colonies would part with a third of their Tobacco to the

King, without any Retribution in the Price of the reft, as.

was at firft propofed : And that, in excluding all Spanijh

Tobacco, there could be no Room for Fraud or Error

;

whereas, under the Colour of fo large an Importation, it

would be impoflible to present the running and Healing in

a much greater Quantity.

These Objections were certainly very fharp and home,
and did not a little expofe the partial and moft unpatriot

Meafures of the Court. But it was the Misfortune of that

Time, that the Company dealt much in Reafon, and the

Courtiers in Command. They were therefore peremptorily

told, that this was a Point of fuch Importance, that it could,

not^ be difpenfed with, without diffolving the whole Con-
tract. For we muft remember, that the Spanijh Match'
was frill on Foot ; and therefore his Majcfty would facri-

£ce fo large an Intereft of his own Subjects to that Nation,
to gratify and oblige his good Friend and Ally, the King of
Spain

; who had been now, for many Years, bubbling and
abufing him, to the open Scorn and Mockery of all Europe.
Befides which, it is not to be fuppofed, that Gondomar, who,'
about this time, bore a very great Sway in the Affairs of
England, would let flip fuch an Opportuiuty, of acquiring
ib ereat a Profit to his Country. And indeed we are tol$
by Mr. Oldys, that the Obftruaion of thefe Plantations, was
a main Branch of the Aims and Endeavours of that SpaniJB

Buffoon 5
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PufFoon ; and that he oppofed all Voyages to the Wejl-Indies,

pnd particularly croffed thefe Undertakings of Virginia and
Bermudas, left from them there mould afterwards arife ano- ^ t'ra

ther England in America, of equal Dread and Annoyance to vernor.

New Spain, as that in Europe was to the Old. But the

Company, having had fome Gleams of Hope, and dreading

nothing fo much, as falling into their former Calamities and
Opprefiions, did at laft, after much Difpute and Ccnttfta-

tion, confent to this Article ; and the whole Contract was
Concluded and agreed upon, chiefly on thefe Conditions.

for I mail in this, as I have done in orhtr Cafes, take the
Liberty, for Brevity's Sake, only to give the main Subftance
cf Matters, and to leave cut fuch Points, as are jmrnate*
rial, and of little or no Confequenpe to be known,

I. That the fole Importation of Tobacco, into the
Realms of England and Ireland, mould he granted to the
Virginia and Somer-IJlands Companies, by Patent under the
Great Seal of England ; which Grant mould be drawn and
conflruedj in the moft beneficial Manner for the Coinpa-?
nies Behoof, and the Advancement of the Colonies ; his Ma-?
lefty's Profit, hereafter recited, only referved.

II. That his Majefly fhould, by Proclamation, pro*
hibit all others from importing, as alio from planting To-
bacco in England and Ireland, during the faid Contrail, un-
der grievous Penalties ; and that what was already planted,

fhould, by Virtue of the former Proclamation, be cenfif-

Cated.

III. That his Majefty, and the Lord High Treafurer,
Ihould take all proper Methods, for preventing and conhf-
Cating all Tobacco, unduly imported ; and mould endea-

vour, in all Points, to keep up effectually to the true Intent
and Meaning of this Contract ; and particularly, that his!

Majefty fhould grant no Licences to Retailers of Tobacco,
that the Market might ftill remain free and open, as it had;

hitherto done-

IV. That in Confederation hereof, as alfo for that the

Companies fhould be difcharged from all other Payments 01$

Tobacco (excepting only the ancient Cuftcm, in the Book
©f Rates, of fix Pence a Pound on Roll Tobacco, and four

Pence upon Leaf) the faid Companies fhould pay to his Ma-
jefty the clear Proceed of a full third Part of all Tobacco,
Yearly imported and landed by them in the faid two Realms ;

Provided neverthelefs, that they mould not be obliged to

import more Tobacco of the Growth of the two ColoiiieSgt

tft3fl they thenjfelves thought proper.

% Tka?
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V. That the Lord High Treafurer fhould caufe the

Cuftom to be reduced to a Medium for feven Years laft
paft, ending at Michaelmas, 1621 ; wherein mould be fpe-
cified, how much was Roll Tobacco, and how mucli
Leaf, becaufeof the different Cuftom ; and that the Whole
fhould be reduced to a certain Sum of Money, whereof one
Third to be paid by the King, for his Part, and two Thirds
by the Companies, and the Cuftomers to make no farther
Demand on any Tobacco, .either imported or exported.

VI. That his Majefty mould bedifcharged from Pay^
pent of Freight, and all other previous Charges; but that
immediately upon the Arrival of the faid Tobacco (at which
fame hisMajefty's Intereft therein would commence) he
ihould bear the third Part of all Charges, for landing, hou-
sing, keeping, and tranfporting by Land, Sea, or frefli Wa-
tt-, into divers Parts ; as alfo his third Part of all Law-fuits,
of the Salaries of all Officers, Agents, Factors, and Ser-
vant,

j and in general^ of all Matters and Bufineffes what-
foever, Incident to the faid Tobacco, orContraa.

VII. That all the Tobacco imported, mould be con-
% giicd into fuch Hands, as mould be appointed by the faid
Companies

; who mould, in their General Courts, have the
fole Nomination of all Office: s, Agents, Factors, Minifters;
and Servants, and the entire Management of the faid To-
bacco

: Yielding to his Majefty, a true and perfect Account
thereof, and p ;ying the clear Profits, which mould become
due to his Majefty for his Third, and come into their Hands

:

In which Account the third of all Charges fnould be allowed
and defalcated, as afotevaid,

Vm. That the Companies fhould be obliged to im»^ ,

n0t
r
a
o°

Ve flXt
>
r thouf"^> nor under forty thoufand

Weight of Spamjh Tobacco, for each of the firft two Years
of this Contract, and no longer : Upon Condition never-
thelefs, that tne King and State of Spain did not purpofely
(upon Knowledge of their being obliged to import fo large a
Quantity) raife the Cuftom* or impofe new Burthens an4
JAarges upon their Tobacco ; and on Condition likewife,
that the fnee of i ooacco, at which it was then fold mSpeiirtbe not purpofely enhanced, and that the Markets be, in all
relpec:s, as free and open, as formerly they have been:
Provided alfo, if any of the faid Quantity of Spanijb To-
bocco do, in any wife, mifcarry by Cafualties at Sea, that
mtnat Uife, the faid Companies mould not be bound, to
gftore and make good the Proportion fo loft, by any new
rrovihon and Importation.

DC. That this Contract mould commence at Michael-
™-, 1 622, and continue for the Space of feven Years, the/i
gpext enluing,

This)



worded, by Sir Edwin Sandys, who drew it, and was indeed v—v—

'

their conftant Draughtfman upon all fuch Occafions. But it S r

wai at laft efteemed a very hard and pinching Bargain upon ^*

the Trade j and as a certain noble Perfcn expreffed it, was
v no

"

not to be looked upon as a pleafant Dim, well fauced and
feafoned, but as a bitter Potion, which muft, of neceflity, be
fwallowed down, for avoiding greater Evils. The Earl of
Southampton therefore, earneftly defired the Company, duly
to confider each Article, and not to fpare to give their beft

Counfel and Advice, in fo weighty a Bufinefs, which fo
nearly concerned themfelves and the Colonies, it being not
only free, but demanded, as a Duty, from every Man, to
fpeak his Mind boldly, as his own Reafon mould fuggeft.

But after a long Paufe, it appearing, that nothing more
could be faid, than had formerly been delivered, his Lord-
ihip, at the Company's Requeft, put it to the Queftion,
and it was ratified and confirmed, by an almoft unanimous
Confent, one Hand only being held up againft it. Afteir

which, it was, by the Lord Cavcndijh, their Governor,
propofed to, and confirmed by the Somer-IJIands Company,
with the like Unanimity. For the Adventurers in that Plan-
tation, being about an hundred and twenty fix in Number,
were all likewife Members of the Virginia Company.
But before the Bargain was throughly concluded and ra-

tified by the Lord High Treafurer, he prefled in upon them
an Obligation, to import the forty thoufand Weight of Spa-
nijh Tobacco, in the beft Farinas, with a Promife (which,

however he did not keep) not to, trouble them any farther,

if that was granted. The Company therefore yielded to it

;

on Condition, that fuch a Quantity of beft Farinas could be
procured. For there had been fome Years, when the

whole Importation of that Kind of Tobacco into Spain did

not amount to forty thoufand Weight. But if Farinas

could not be had, they undertook (to give his Majefty and
the Lord Treafurer Satisfaction) to import the reft of their

Quantity, in the beft and moft coftly Sorts of Spanijh To-
bacco. It will doubtlefs be very furprifing to every thinking

Reader, to find a King thus load and opprefs his Subjects,

with the Importation of a foreign Commodity, of no Ufe
©r Neceflity, but of mere Luxury and Wantonnefs, and
that too, in the deareft and moft grievous Manner j' efpe-

cially when that Commodity might be iupplied by our own
Colonies, and muft, in Spain, be paid for in hard Cafh,

as the Cafe then was. But to account for fo unConfcionable

a Proceeding, it muft ftill be obferved, that herein were an-

swered the two grand £r.ds, which at that time )ay neareit
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to that Prince's Heart ; fince by taking off their deareft To-

baccoes, he did the more oblige the Spanijh King and Na-

tion, and threw more Money into their Pockets, out of in*

Subjects Purfes (which was, in Trutli, fo much clear Lofs

to the Englifi Nation) and did alfo, at the fame time, ad-

vance his own Profit and Revenue. For as the King was,

by the Contract, to have the clear Froceed of one Third

of all Tobacco imported, it was more to his Gain and Ad-

vantage, to have the beft Spanijh Tobaccoes, which would

then fell for eighteen or twenty Shillings a Pound, and fome-

times more, than the Plantation Tobacco, which would

Scarcely fetch two and fix Pence a Pound.

The Affair of the Contract, being thus fettled and con-

cluded, the next thing that fell under their Confideration,

was appointing proper Officers, with their Salaries ; and the

refblving on a fteady Courfe, for the Management of the

Bufinefs. For this Purpofe, a Committee was appointed

Out of both the Companies, confifting of the Earl of Sou-,

ihampton, the Lords Cavendijh, Paget, and Houghton, Sir

ychn Brooke, Sir Edwin Sandys, Sir John Davers, Meffirs.

Nicholas and John Farrars, the Deputies of the two Com-
panies, Mr. Samuel Wrote, and others, Gentlemen and

Merchants, to the Number of twenty one in all. After a

whole Day's Consultation and Debate, they at laft agreed

upon all Matters ; and the Lords Southampton and Cavendijh9

Treafurer and Governor of the Companies, reported the

Refult of their Deliberations, to their refpe&ive Courts^

But firft, the Earl of Sa,utha?npton, with much Candor and

Earneffnefs, entreated the Virginia Company, to deliver

their Opinions freely, either for, or againft, what he fhould

then propound j which (he faid) himfelf, the Council, and

Committee, had confulted upon, not with Intent to con-

clude or determine any thing, nor to prejudice the Courts

in their Judgment, but only the better to prepare the Bufi-

nefs for their Confederation ; looking upon themfelves, as

ins Lordfhip expreffed it, only as Servants to the Court.

After which Declaration, he proceeded and told them*

$hat, as it was propofed, and in fome Meafure concluded,

in the Preparative Court, they judged it neceflaryv that thertf

Ihould be one principal Officer, by the Name of Dire&or*
on whofe Sufficiency, Care, and Integrity, the whole Suc-

cefs of the Bufinefs did chiefly depend ; and that they con-
ceived the faid Director would well deferve, for his Salary of

that Year, five hundred Pounds. Next to him, was a De-
puty : For without fuch an Affiftant, it would be impoiRbtak

ior the Director, to undergo all the Burthen of Bufinefs,

fchai would lie upon. him. And to this O&qc they conceived'

require



Book IV. <lt>e HISTORY of VIRGINIA. 2$i
requifite an extraordinary Deal of Pains and Induftry, and 5622.

no fmall Sufficiency. The Third Officer was a Treasurer, v—v—

'

to keep the Cafh. But altho' the Offices of Deputy and Sir Francis

Treafurer were diftincl: in themfelves, and would require
Go~

two Perfons, yet the better to hufband the Expences for

that Year, they thought it beft (according to the Refolu-

tion of the Preparative Court) to join them both in one Per-

fon, for the prefent. And to this Officer, they allotted a
Salary of four hundred Pounds, for the current Year. Next
they conceived it neceflary, to have a Committee of, at

leaft, eight able and judicious Perfons, chofen out of the

two Companies, for felling and difpofing of their Tobaccoes^
and for affifting the Director, with their Counfels, and Help,

in the feveral Parts of his Office ; which would be very many
and exceedingly weighty and important. And to thefe,

they appointed a Salary of fifty Pounds, a Man. And be-

fides thefe principal Officers, he told them, there would be
necefTary, two Cafhiers, the one to be conftantly refident in

the Treafury, the other to receive and gather in the Monies;
a Book-keeper ; two Clerks j a Sollicitor ; a Hufband, to

whom the Cuftody of the Warehoufes mould be committed ;

and a Beadle ; with a Houfe, for the Meetings of the Offi-

cers ; and Warehoufes, for the Reception of the Tobacco*
And the whole Amount of all thefe Salaries and Expencess
was computed at two thoufand Pounds a Year, which muffc

be raifed upon the Tobacco. But as the Spanijh vaftly ex-

ceeded the Plantation Tobacco in Price, it was agreed, that

it mould bear a double Proportion in the Rate of the Charges.

HisLordfhip farther told them, that they conceived it

JiecefTary, that there mould be five hundred Pounds more
let apart, for fuch contingent Expences, as mould occafi-

C-nally arife j which Money, if it were not, by the Confent

and Order of the Courts, expended for the Advantage and

Improvement of the Price of Tobacco, was to be again re-

paid, to each Adventurer proportionably. And altho' this

cum, of twenty five hundred Pounds a Yeara might to ma-

ny feem very great and extraordinary ; yet, he faid, confi-

dering, that five hundred Pounds was not to be expended,

except for the evident Advantage of the Commodity ; and

that, of the two thoufand Pounds remaining, his Majefty

Was to bear one third Part, and the Spanijh Tobacco a Pro-

portion double to the reft, he conceived, it would be found

rio great Burthen upon the Plantations (whofe Benefit was

the grand Point in View) but fuch, as it was hoped, would

he manifoldly repaid, by the Advancement of the Price,

And as to the Officers Salaries, he declared it to be his

Opinion, that they were far below the Pains, Care, and

.Charge, that they mutt, of jieceifity, be at* Tan



^History ofVIRGINIA. Book IV.

The Earl of Southampton having thus finifhed his Report,

there followed, for fome time, a general Silence among the

B\r Francis Adventurers. Whereupon his Lordfhip entreated them,
Wyat, Go-

freeiy t0 fpCak their Minds concerning all thefe things, and

to declare, what and how they would have them done.

And he repeated it again, that they efteemed themfelves on-

ly as their Minifters or Servants, to prepare Bufinefs for the

Court, in whom alcne, was Power and Authority to de-

termine and conclude Matters. He therefore earneftly en-

treated them, without RefpecT: to himfelf, or any others,

from whom thofe Proportions came, to declare their Opi-

nions freely, efpecially concerning the Salaries, which, he

perceived, was the grand Rock of Offence.

Hereupon, Mr. Robert Smith, the Under-Chamber-

Iain, faid ; that he thought, many able Gentlemen might

be found, who, for Confcience Sake, would do the Bufmels

for far lefs Salaries. To wlvch Sir Edward Sackvil replied ;

that for his Part, he thought Men bound in Confcience, to

give thofe whom they employed, fome reafonable Satis-

faction for their Labour and Pains j and that he had found

by Experience, that fome Men, who had, for Confcience

Sake, ferved the Company, had alfo, for Confcience Sake,

undone it. But the Earl of Southampton, to foften the Quick-

nefs of Sir Edward Sackvil''s Reply, and to encourage a Free-

dom of Debate, declared, that Mr. Robert Smith was a very

worthy and honeft Man ; and he thanked him, for fpeaking

his Mind freely, defiring all others to do the fame. After;

which, there enfued a fhort Debate ; and it was often ob-

ferved, in the Progrefs of the Affair, that this was properly

a Point of Merchandife, and not of fettling Colonies ; and

that it was not juft or reafonable, to expect:, that Men, fit

to be trufted with, and capable to perform, fo important

a Bufinefs, mould expend their whole Time and Labour,

for the Advancement oi other Mens Eftates, without any

Reward or Retribution at all. Mr. Barker alfo now faid ;

that, having been, many Years, a Member of that Court,

he had never heard of fuch great Salaries, as four and five

hundred Pounds a Year ; but that he had however heard of

five hundred, and a thoufand Pounds, deficient in the Ac-
counts of fome Officers, who did their Bufinefs for nothing.

Soon after, the Earl of Southampton was called upon, to

put the feveral Propofitions to the Vote. But his Lordfhip

faid, he would once more read them over to them ; which
having done, arid no Man making any Objection, after a
good Paufe, he put the feveral things, concerning the Offi-

cers and Salaries, above related, diftinctly to the Queftion^

and they were all approved and confirmed*

The*
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They then proceeded to the Election of their Officers. 1622

Sir Edwin Sandys had been nominated, in a former Court, -v
to the Place of Director ; but he earneftly refufed it, as be- S r Frai

jng unexperienced in Matter of Trade and Merchandife,

in which that Officer ought to have an exact Knowledge ;

and as he could not conftantly refide in Town, having a
great Family in the Country. Befides which, he faid, he
began, as he now grew old, to wax weak ; and therefore

purpofed, rather to withdraw from all Bufinefs of the World,
than to engage himfelf farther in it. But the Court, efpe-

cially the Earl of Southampton and the other Lords, being

not fatisfied with this Excufe, earneftly preffed him, not
to refufe a Place, wherein he might do fuch Angular Sei*-

vice to the Colonies ; the whole Welfare of which did, al-

moft entirely depend, upon the wife and upright Manage-
ment of this Contract. No other Perfon therefore being

fo much as named againft him, and hirnfelf rather not op-
pofing, than confenting to accept the Place, he was, upor*

the Ballot, chofen Director, by having fixty five Balls fW,
and only five againft him. Mr. John Farrar had alfo, at

the fame Court, been named to the joint Place of Deputy/

and Treafurer ; but he likewife refufed, alledging, that the

Company had laid fuch a Burthen of Bufinefs upon him,
for now almoft four Years together, that he had been obli-

ged to neglect: his own private Affairs, which required his

immediate and diligent Inflection. All which the Court
acknowledged to be true ; yet declared, they held himfo fit

a Man for that Place, that they would not propofe any other

to ftand in Election with him j and fo he was chofen, by
having fixty eight Balls for, and only two againft him. They
then made Choice of their Committee, and inferior Officers ;

and alfo added a Committee extraordinary, to be chofen out

of the Council, without Salaries. They were not obliged

to a conftant Attendance j but were only to give their Ad-
vice and Afliftance to the Director and other acting Com-
mittee, in Cafes of a high and extraordinary Nature. And
this Committee confuted of the Lords Paget and Maynard*

Sir Edward Sackvil, Sir John Brooke, Sir John Davers, Sic

Henry Mildmay, Mr. Thomas Gibbs, Mr. Samuel IVroti*

Mr. John Smith, and Mr. Robert Smith,
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Wyat, Go-
vernor.

$5 HAVE, in the former Book, been the more
full and exact, in relating the Affair of the Of-

ficers and Salaries, as it afterwards became the

Subject of much Wrangling and Contention.

There was one Mr. Samuel Wrote^ a Gentle-

man of Fortune and Diftinction in the Company, who had,

ever till now* behaved himfelf with great Moderation,

Judgment, and Induftry, and had therefore been elected o£

his Majefty's Council for Virginia. This Gentleman did

fuddenly, in a fubfequent Court, held on the 4th of De-
cember this Year, break forth into much Violence, Inde-

cency, and Opprobrioufnefs of Language ; and endeavour-

ed, to call into queftion and cancel, in an inferior and ordi-

nary Court, what had been fettled and determined, by the

Authority of a Great and General Quarter Court. He
faid, that this Affair, which was of ei'pecial Confequence
to the Company, had been propofed and paffed, without

that due Preparation, which the Laws and Orders of the

Company required in the like Cafes ; thrt the lawful and
regular Courfe had not been taken for preparing Matters^

but they had been haftily fhufited ov«.r; that the Bufinefs

$1 the Salaries^ in particular, was not duly committed, but

carried
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tarried fouly, and diforderly, and with much Art, furrepti-

tioully, and to private Ends j and that divers of theCompany v~~v

—

*

did, both then and fince, as well publickly as privately, in ^ ¥rm£*.

nis Hearing, complain much againft thofe Proceedings, but

that they durft not fpeak their Minds freely, becaufe they

were overawed. He called the Laws of the Company Sir

Edwin Sandys's Laws, becaufe that Gentleman had beer*

tery active and induftrious, in contriving and framing many
of them ; and being reprimanded by Lord Cavendijb, for

an Infinuation fo unjuft and opprobrious to the Company,
and for fo unfuitable a Return to Sir Edivin Sandys for do-

ing publick Service* his Lordfhip added, that he had done
more Harm by that Day's Work, than Captain Martin^

Captain Argall, or Captain Bailie ; the laft of which waa
Captain Semen's Sollicitor, and had given their Courts

much Trouble and Abufe. To this Mr. Wrote replied %
that, in terming their Laws Sir Edwin Sandys's Laws, he
tailed them no otherwife, than a great Lord did ; and fince

his Lordfhip was fo difpleafed with him, he declared, he
would never more trouble that Court, where his Lordfhipi

prefided, but would, at their next Meeting, deliver up hia

Share in the Somer-IJlands Company.

He farther objected, that the Committee, in which

thefe things pafled, was very diforderly, fome Men talking

privately by the Fire fide j which he imputed to Mr. De-
puty's Fault and Negligence, who ought to have moderated

and kept Order in their Meetings. And he faid, that nei-

ther the Council, nor the Committee, had any Authority

to treat of the Matter of Salaries j and that there were

things reported to the Court, as the Judgment of the Com-
mittee, concerning Points, referred to them by the Com-
panyj which neverthelefs were not the Committee's Acta

and Doing. And laftly, he charged and challenged the

Deputy, with wrong entering the Proceedings of a Court,

the 7th of Ottober before. And to this Violence of AcCu *

fation, and Acerbity of Speech, he joined an equally rude

and infolent Behaviour. All which was the more inexcu-

fable in him, as he was himfelf one of the Committee,

who prepared and brought this Matter before the Court*

and had, when prefent, concurred with them in their Pro-

v ceedings, but through Abfence and Negligence in attend-

ing that Committe, had now fpoke moft of thofe bitter

and reproachful things, merely upon Hearfay and Conjec-

^So many, and fuch various Accufations and Abufes,

Which affeaed divers of the greateft Lords and principal

Member* «f the Company, did. ntfurajly produce a long
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1622. and various Debate ; in which Mr. Wrote's Arguments and
*—v—' Allegations were fully anfwered and dilprovcd, by feveral

Sir Francis Df the Company ;
particularly by the Deputy, Lord Ca-

«rnor.
GC"

' vendijb, Sir Edwin Sandys, and Mr. John Farrar* Many
alfo expreffed much Grief and Concern, for this unhappy

Altercation ; as well out of their private Regard to Mr.
Wrote, who had thus far been much beloved and efteemed,

as out of Fear, left it fhould give a Handle to the Malicn

ous, and be the Occafion of much Reproach and Scandal

Co the Company. But Mr. Wrote, with great Violence

and Obftinacy, ftill perfifted to have feveral Propofitions,

which he made, relating to the Contract, put to the Vote ;

and being refufcd, he declared, that fince he could not

have things put to the Queftion, and for divers other juft

Caufes of Offence, he appealed to the Quarter Court.

Neither could he be fdenced or repreffed, till the Deputy,'

at the Court's Requeft, put it twice to the Vote, and it was,

by a general Content (Mr. Wrote himfelf, and one other

only diflenting) a feCond time ordered and refolved ; That,

fince the Points, now moved, had paffed the Judgment of

a Great and General Quarter Court, they Ihould no more

be called into queftion or difputedj before the next Quarter

Court, at which time, if any Perfon had any thing to op-

pofe againft them, they might come prepared, and do it.

The whole Court, and particularly the Lord Cavendijby

were much fcandalifed at this turbulent and offenfive Be-

haviour of Mr. Wrote j which was fufpected . to proceed,

rot fo much from any evil Mind in himfelf, as from the

malicious Infufions of fome others, in order to caufe Va-

riance and Diftra£tion in the Company. For Alderman

"Johnfon, and others of the Faction, were now prefent i

who had of late been generally obferved, never to appear

at their Courts, but againft fome Storm and Confufion.

Lord CavendiJ}) therefore, without naming the Perfon, imme-
diately wrote a full and particular Account of it to the Earl of

Southampton, who was then in theCountry. Whereupon the)

Earl, being willing to fupprefs, in the Beginning, an Affair

of fuch dangerous Confequence, haftened up to Town, and
called a Meeting of his Majefty's Council for Virginia, on
the n th of the fame Month of December. But Mr. Wrote
protefted againft their Power and jurifdiction, as he had
appealed to the Quarter Court ; to which, he declared, he
Would only fubmit himfelf. He then renewed his Accufa-
tion againft the Deputy, for wrong entering a Court, tha
7th of Oclober laft palled, and thereby bringing the Com-
pany three thoufund Pounds in Debt. And he did, from .

ftrft coming into the Room, behave himfelf in a moft

vwfcnt
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violent and contemptuous Manner, towards the Earl of 16**.

Southampton, Lord CavendiJIo, and the whole Council. v—v '

Mr. Deputy raid, that the Accufaticn againft himfelf Sr Francis

was of a very high Nature, and deeply concerned theCom- V/yat
'
Go"

pany. For the Entries of their Courts being the Compa-
vernor*

ny's Records, to charge them with Falfity, was to call into
queftion all the Records and Proceedings of the Company.
He therefore declared the Manner of entering their Courts :

Firft, the Secretary drew them up, and brought them to

him, which Draught he, according to the Company's Or-
der, perufed and corrected ; that then it was read in the
next Court, diftincStly, Article by Article, and after a fuf-

ficient Paufe and Examination, either confirmed, or amend-
ed; after which, it was admitted to Record. And he faid,

that the very Court, now fpoken of by Mr. Wrote, had
accordingly gone through this Courfe ; and that no Excep-
tions had been taken to it, not even by Mr. Wrote, who
was then prefent, and ought to have objected, if there had
been any thing wrong. For he would otherwife himfelf

become privy and commenting to the Falun"cation, which he
now laid to his Charge. But he averred, that there was
nothing in it, to his Knowledge, wrong entered or amifs j
but the whole was truly and faithfully fet down, by the Se-
cretary and himfelf, according to the Meaning of the Court*
as they conceived ; which he would, by the Perfons, that

were prefent at it, fufficicntly prove. And as to bring'ng

the Company three thoufand Pounds in Debt, there was,
and could be, no Manner of Colour or Pretence for any
fuch thing. He therefore folemnly protefted his Innocen-
cy ; and as, if he mould be found guilty of this grievous

Charge, he would deferve the greateft of Punifhmcnts, fo

he humbly infifted, for his own J unification, that the Mat-
ter might be ftrictly looked into and examined.

The Earl of Sou tba?npton alfo told Mr. Wrote, that he
feemed to take himfelf to be fo great a Man, that they

were all, as Pigmies, in his Sight ; but as he did not know
him to be any Prince of tiie Blood, fo he defired, he

would carry himfelf with more Calmnefs and Deceacy,

And as to his affrcntive Behaviour to Lord Cavendijh, the

Earl faid ; that altho' they were all there equal, as Coun-
fellors of the Virginia Company, yet there was a very

great Difference between the Perfons of divers of them ;

and particularly between him and the Lord Cavendijh, to

whom he owed a more refpeclful Language and Behaviour.

And fome time after, preiiiiig him upon hisRafhnefs and In-

difcretion, and onhisFailure in his Duty, as nVirginiaQoun-

fcUpr, Mr. Wrote went out abruptly afld departed ;
faying,

that
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1622. that he came not thither, to hear ill Words. Whereupon

*—v the Earl appealed to the Judgment of the Council, then
Sir Francis npefent, what juft Occafion of Offence had been given to

JSnor.
°" Mr * Wrote -> that ne ftould go off in that rude and unre-

fpectful Manner. They therefore ordered and agreed, that

a Collection mould be made of thofe Matters, which
fhould be objected againfr Mr. Write at the next Quarter
Court, to which he had appealed. And in the mean while*

in Regard to the great Contempt, he had that Day (hew-

ed, they fufpended him from the Council, till he fhould

clear himfelf of the Matters laid to his Charge, and fhould

Come to a better Temper and Deportment.

Before the next Meeting of the Company, Sir John
Brooke, accompanied with Mr. John Farrar, went to the

Lord Cavendijh, and told him ; that he found Mr. Wrote
forry, for what he had done ; and had the Earl of Sou-

thampton been in Town, he would have gone to his Lord-

fhip, and given him Satisfaction. He therefore defired

Lord Cavendijh, on Mr. Wrote' s Behalf, that the Court,

which was the next Day to fit, might be put eft". For if

the Proceedings of the former Court, of the 4th of De-
cember, mould be opuily read, Mr. Wrote would be put

upon his Defence and j unification ; which would tend to

widen the Breach, and to render the thing irreeoncileable,

which there were now Hopes of having compromifed and

fettled upon amicable Terms. And the Lord Cavendijh,

.
out of this Hope, and in Compliance with Sir John Brooke's

Requefr, did accordingly caufe the Court to be put off and

1 deferred. But Mr. Wrote was fo far from anfwering Sir

1*23. J°bn Brooke's Expectation, that at the next Meeting of the

Company, which was not before the 29th of January, ha
made this very thing a Subject of Complaint ; as if that

long Intermillion of Courts had been purpofely contrived

to his Prejudice. But being fully anfvvered and filenced

on tli is Head, by the joint Teftimony of Lord Cavendijh

and Sir John Brooke, he infilled, that the Salary Men, aa

being interested Perfons, and the Deputy, whom he moft
unjuftly called his Accufer (for both he snd his Brother
v/ere ftill faft Friends to. Mr. Wrote, and endeavoured to

palliate and make up the Affair) fhould not be prefent,

when his Bufinefs was difculTed. He alfo excepted, in the

grofs, againft the Entry of that Court
; faying, he fpoke

not thofe Words, neither in Manner nor Form, as they
were there fet down. Whereupon a long Debate enfued ;

Whether it was agreeable to the Cuftcm of Courts, and
Would not be productive of great Inconvenicncy and Dif-
•jder> and raue njvKh Queftioa an.d jnjinjte Trouble ta
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the Company by the Precedent and Example, if they

fliould fuffer that, which had been entered by fworn OrB-
cers, to be recommitted, and called afrefh in queftion, S r Fr<»'a''

Whenever it mould pleafe any Man, to make Exceptions JJJ'j
Gg*

againft it. But for Mr. Wrote 's Satisfaction, and to take
Ve

away all Pretence of Cavil and Complaint, an extraordinary

Court was appointed, to examine by Parts, and to rectify
'

the faid Court of the 4th of December ; to which they

only, who were that Day prefent, were warned or ad-

mitted, as being the only proper WitneiFes and competent

Judges of the Matter.

At that Court, Mr. Wrote (till behaved, in the fame
unaccountable and diitempered Manner. He faid, he fuf-

fered for the Service of his Majefty, and for doing his Du-
ty. He repeated his Appeal to the Quarter Court ; and
thanked the Gentlemen, then prefent, lor prejudging him
to that Court. He alfo declared, if the Quarter Court

righted him not, he would appeal to the King, the Foun-
tain of Juftice and Mercy ; often repeating the fame
Words, with great Pafiion and Vehemence. Mr. 'John

Farrar having faid, that fomething was untrue* he ran to

him, and whifpered in his Ear, that he durft not have faid

Xjntrue to him in another Place. For which rude Swag-

gering, he was juftly and fharply reproved, by the Earl of

Southampton. He alledged, that Mr. Withers, an eminent

Lawyer cf the Company, had fon.ewhere laid, that the

Earl of Southampton, as a Privy Counfellor, might commit
him ; and protefted, that under that Fear, he durft not

fpeak freely. He likewife, in a very rude and affrontive

Manner, charged the Earl of Southampton with faying -

that he blundered out his Indifcrelion ; and for giving him
the Lye in the third Perfon, his Lordfhip having faid ; That
Whoever fliould fay, that Men were in any thing overawed,

and durft not fpeak their Minds* it was put into his Mouth
by the Father of Lies ; for a fouler Lye himfelf ncvetf

told. The Earl owned, that he had fpoke thofe Words ;

" and he faid, he would juftify and maintain them ; and if Mr.

Wrote applied them to" himfelf, he could not help it. But as

to committing him, he defired him to be under no fuch Fear.

For whatever Honours and Refpeels were due to him, he

laid them all afide, when he came to that Place, and only

/appeared there, as their Treafurer, But he declared, that

Sad Mr. Wrote behaved himfelf towards him fo, in any

Other PLice bat that, he would not. have endured it fo pa-

tiently ; and he therefore whfed him, to he mere mannerly

and difcreet. As to the C irt of th y 1 of December,

tyhish they thwn m.u to examine and revtify, it was found

S 2, tfl
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to be rightly entered, in the main Points and molt material

Paffages ; and it was accordingly, after a few flight Addi-

tions and Alterations, fo voted and determined, by an al-

molt unanimous Voice, one Perfon only dilTenting. And
to put the Matter ftill further out of Difpute, the Earl of

Southampton fummoned another Court, conlifling of the

fame Perfons, to meet three Days after, and to fee, that

the faid Court was rightly entered, according to thofe Re-

formations and Amendments.

Soon after, Mr. Wrote prefented a Project, for the

better and more thrifty Management of the Contract ;

wherein he propofed, to have the whole Bufinefs performed

for twelve hundred Pounds a Year, and thereby to fave

thirteen hundred Pounds annually to his Majefty and the

Companies. And to give the thing the fairer Courfe and

Hearing, the Earl of Southampton fummoned another Court

extraordinary, to meet and examine his Propofal. They

went through the Whole, Article by Article ; and after a

full Deliberation and Debate, which lafted a whole Day,

till late at Night, each Point was difnpproved and rejected,

generally unanimoufiy, and never with above three or four

diffenticnt from the reft of the Company.
The 5th of February being the Quarter Court Day, to

which Mr. Wrote had appealed, and his Affair having made

a great Noife, and been the Subject of much Scandal and

Defamation to the Company, there was a very numerous

and fplendid Meeting, confifting of fix Lords, thirty Knights,

Dr. Donne, Dean of St. Paul's, and a vaft Concourfe of

others, Doctors, Efquires, Gentlemen, Merchants, and

Citizens. And the Lord Cavendi/h alfo, to the fame Time
and Place, fummoned a Court of the Somer-JJIands Com-
pany, as they were equally concerned and engaged in the

Bufinefs of the Contract. But Mr. Wrote, having appear-

ed in Court, foon withdrew ; declaring to Sir Samuel San-

dys (who met, and afked him, whither he was going) that

he was ill at Eafe, and could not flay. However Mr.
Brooke, and other Gentlemen, learned in the Law, deliver-

ed their Opinions clearly 3 'that notwitftanding his Depar-

ture, and his pretended Appeal, to his Majefty, as there was

no Evidence, that he had really made fuch Appeal, or that

his Majefty had accepted it, they were no way debarred

from proceeding againft mm, in a due and legal Manner.
Whereupon Sir Edwin Sandys obferved, that Mr. Wrot*

was not accufed, or profecuted, to that Court, but was
himfelf the Profecutor and Accufer. If therefore his Ac-
cufation was well and juftly grounded, why did he forfake

it then, whea that Day and that Court were come, to
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which he himfclf had appealed j and when the Perfons, by 1623

him accufed, flood there, in the Face of the Court, ready v—sr
to fubmit themfelves to the Trial, by him culled for and 1 Frat

demanded ? But, he faid, Truth and Innocency are bold
yat

*
(

and fettled, whereas Calumny and Falfhood are fugitive,

fearful. Wherefore, as it was apparent, that the King's

Ears had been porTeHTed, and ail Parts of the Town and
Country filled, with caufelefs Clamours, by Mr. Wrote and

his Friends ; and whereas his Wrongs to the Council, Com-
mittee, and whole Company, were fo great, fo groundless,

and fo pernicious, he concluded, that unlefs fome Courfe
was taken, to punifh and reprefs him, he could not fee,

but that the whole Government of the Company, mint
Utterly difiblve, and fall into the moft extreme Confuhon
and Contempt.

Hereupon, at Sir John Davers's Motion, it was firft

unanimoufly voted and agreed, that all Mr. Wrote's Ex-
ceptions, Charges, and Imputations, at the late Courts,

Were utterly falfe and fianlerous. And then proceeding to

his Sentence, after a long Debate, in which fome propofed

fevere, and others more gentle Methods, it was at laff. con-

cluded and refolveu ; that he mould be difplaced, and for

ever excluded from being of his M:->jefty's Council for Vir-

ginia ; and that he mould not be entirely difenfrahchifed

from the Company, but mould only be fufpended and ex-

cluded from their Courts, for one whole Year abfolutely,

in which his Submiffion fhould not be accepted, altho' he
ftould offer it. But if, at the Expiration of that Year,

he fhould make his Submiffion to the next Quarter Court,

that then it fhould be left to the Pleafure of that Court,

"vhether they would re-admit him or not. But without a

full Submimon, and due Acknowledgment of his Fault, it

Was ordered, that he fhould never be received at all. And
it was further refolyed, upon Sir John Davers's Motion,

that, if Mr. Wrote ftill perfifted in his wilful Courfes and

tinjuff. Afperfions, or fhould any way wrong or moieft the

Company, then, for his Convidion and Difgrace, and for

the Company's Juftification, his Sentence, together with

an authentic Copy of his whole Proceedings, fhould be put

into Print.

It was the Company's great Unhappincfs, that whatever

Contefts or DifTenhons happened among them, the thing

was always carried to his Majefty in the worft Light ; who

Was but too ready and willing, to receive Inmreffions to

their Prejudice. And fo it happened in this Cafe of Mr.

Wrote. For Sir Henry Mildmay\ profeffing himfelf, to be

neither of the Faction, nor the Fa£tiousa and chat he came

5 2
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not to ftir up Storms, but to allay them, informed the

Company, that upon fomc late Difcourle with the King,

his Majefty took Notice of thcfe Differences, which were

a great Hindrance to the main Bufinefs, and to things of

efpccial Confequence to the Colony ; to which he alfo at-

tributed the great Difcouragement of divers Adventurers,

and their Wiilingnefs to give up their Shares. And his

Majefty farther fignified his Will, that the Liberty of the

Company, in every kind, mould be preferved and kept

entire ; and particularly, that no Man fhould be abridged

of the Liberty to fpeak his Mind freely, fo he did it with

due Refpcct and Decorum. But this, he faid, he fpoke,

not as from the King, but as his private Advice and Admo-
nition. And afterwards at this Quarter Court, when Mr.
IVrotes Bufinefs came on, he informed the Company, that

vhat he had before intimated to them, as from himfelf, he

had now Warrant from his Majefty to tell them ; who, by

Way of Advice and Council, but no way to commanif
them, wifhed, that they would leave verbal Differences,

and go on with the- Bufinefs of the Plantation.

Upon Occafion of this Information of Sir Henry M'tld-.

may., Sir Edwin Sandys obferved, that of all Mr. Wrote'*

Calumnies and Accufations., none was more unjuft, nor

more apparently falfe and groundlefs, than that, wherein

he charged the Earl of Southampton (though not by Name,
yet by neceflary Inference) of overawing the Company,
and depriving them of the Liberty of Speech. And the

Earl told Sir Henry MUdmay, if it was his Majefty's Plea-

sure, that they fhould not meddle with any evil Words,
or feditious Behaviour, they would all obey and dcfift from
the prefent Bufinefs. But Sir Henry declaring, that he had

no fuch Command, but only Warrant, to fpeak by Way
of Advice, what he had now delivered, the Court pro-

ceeded to the Cenfure of Mr. Wrote. And the Earl of
Southampton farther faid, that this thing feemed very ftrange

and unaccountable to him, but he muft attribute it wholly
to Misinformation ; and he wondered, that any Man fhoukj

be found, fo (hamelefs and void of all Truth and Confci-
pnee, as thus to abufe the Ears, and mifinform the Mind
pf a King. Whereupon he appealed to the Court, to bear
Witnefs in that Point ; and they all, with an univerfal

Confent anjj unanimous Voice, declared, that it was a falfe

and unjuft Imputation ; and that they were not overawed,
but enjoyed fuch Freedom and Liberty pf Speech, as wa$
jn no other Company permitted. And this Declaration they
ofce-n afterwards repeated, with the fame Unanimity ; the

•pponent Fadtion themiUvcs, altho' they iniinuated and

kept
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Jcept up the Lye at a Diftance, not being fo abandoned to 1623.

all Senfe of Shame, as to fay any fuch thing, in the Face v—sr
\

of the Court, where there were fo many Witneffes to dif- S^^gJ
prove and confound them. Divers of the Company alfo far- Vtrno^
ther faid, that if Men fhould ufe half the Liberty of Speech

in fome Companies of the City, or demean themfelves with

fo much Rudenefs and Diforder, as feveral Members did

in that Court, it would not be fuffcred or endured, but they

would be either punifhed in the Purfe, or font to the Coun-

ters. And in Truth, the grand Fault of the Earl of Sou-

thampton and this Court was, not a tyrannical Government,

or imperious Rcftraint of the Freedom of Speech and De-

bate, but rather, out of a Principle of Candor and Fairnefs,

the giving too much Way to Impertinence and Licentiouf-

nefs'of Tongue j which had it been properly retrained,

and duly punilhed, it would, in all Probability, have pre-

ferved the Being and Privileges of the Company, and pre-

vented that Diffolution, winch followed.

From the very Beginning of this Commotion, Sir Ed-

win Sandys defired Mr. Wrote, not to be difturbed at his

Office and Salary. For as he had accepted them with much

Reludancy, and in fole Obedience to the Company's Re-

queft, as they all knew and could teftjfy, fo he would refigjl

both the one and the other, with a much better Will, than

he had ever received them. And he accordingly often made

and declared his Refignation, and very ferioully protefted,

that he would never again accept the Place ; and that, in

Refentment of the late Courfes taken to defame the Officers

and Salaries, he would not, for any Reward whatfoever,

any longer put up with, and endure fuch Affronts and A-

bufes. He therefore defired the Company, to make Choice

of fome other to the Place of Direaor, that the Bufmefs,

for the Want of that Officer, might not Hand ftijl, or re-

ceive any Prejudice.

Bu T as Mr. Wrote had thus moved a frefh the Affair of

the Officers and Salaries, Sir Henry Mildmav confeffed, that,

»ltho' he was not diredly of Mr. Wrote's Opinion, and the

Salaries had formerly paffed with his Vote, yet upon fecond

Thoughts, he had fince changed that Opinion, and now

Conceived, that fuch large Salaries was the ready Way ta

ruin and overthrow the whole Bufinefs ; which, :n his Judg-

ment, mi<*ht have been better hufbanded. And he particu-

larly infiftcd, that as the Salaries were to be raifed upon tne

Tobacco, it would be a great Burthen and Cppreffion on

the poor Planter; which had alio been a popular and con-

stant Theme of Declamation with Mr. Wrote, In this O-

fjoian, Sir'i*»7 Mildmoy ^ fcwiwfed by Sirg
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Wroth, Mr. Edward John/on, and fome others. This

Poin': therefore of the Officers and Salaries was again c.Jlcd

wholly into Queftion and reconfidered, at a Court, held for

that Purpofe, on the I2tll of February. At that time, the

Oppofers of the Salaries defired, for various Reafons and

Allegations, that the Conlideration might be referred to a

farther Day. But Mr. Deputy {aid, it feemed wonderful

to him, that Men, who had railed fuch Storms and Cla-

mours about the Salaries, not only to the Difparagement of

the Company's Proceedings, but alio much to the hindrance

of the Plantation, and to the Difgrace and Defamation of

fome very worthy Perfons, for accepting thofe Places, mould *

now, after all this ScandaJ ratfed, and Mifchief done, be yet

unprepared with plain and evident Reafons, to overthrow

them. And he faid, he marvelled the more at this, as he

then faw, before his Eyes, fome Perfons, who declared, at

the Council of the nth of December, when the Confidera-

tion of the Salaries was referred to that prefent Day, that

they would, againft this Time, arm and fortify themfelves,

to cut the Throat of the Salaries. Wherefore he earneftly

befought them, not to interpofe any farther Delays, but

now at length produce thofe Reafons, for which they had

fo much traduced and- defamed both the Salaries and the Of-

ficers. For they had certainly had fufficient Time, to con-

sider and ripen the Matter ; and nothing would be Reafon

in any future Day, which was not then fo. Hereupon

there arofe a yery long Debate ; till the Company, being

little fatisfied with the Reafons given, and much weaned

with the many Diverlions, made from the main Quefiion,

efpecially by Alderman Jobnfon, called upon the Earl of

Southampton to put it to the Vote ; and it was again voted

and agreed, with an unanimous Voice (the Gentlemen in

the Oppofition either retiring, or elfe finding, how inconfi-

jderable their Number was, giving no Vote at all) that the

Officers and Salaries fhould Itand, as they had been former-

ly ordered and appointed.

This was indeed a very great Concurrence and Unani-

mity of the Company, in the only Affair, for which the

opponent Faction ever feemed to have had the lcaft Colour

or Shadow of Reafon. But altho' the Sum of five and twen-

ty hundred Pounds a Year, for the Management of this Bu-

fnefs, may, at a flight View, be thought very great and

extraordinary, yet if it be confidered, that thofe Officers (as

it was then calculated and agreed) would have an hundred

thoufand Pounds per Annum, running through their Hands,

it will not be found fo exoibitant and exceffive. For it only

amounts to t\vo and a half per Cent, whereof five hundred

Pound*
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Pounds a Year, or the half per Cent, was not to be expended, *

except it could be evidently applied for raifing the Price cf
v~-

Tobacco. And the two great Salaries, arifing to nine nun-
|jj

dred Pounds a Year, againft which their Exceptions chiefly
^

lay, did not amount quite to one per Cent, whereas the

whole Strefs and Burthen of the Bufinefs would lie upon
thofe two OfEccrs, and its Succefs entirely depend upon cheir

Induftry, Care, and Dexcerity, in the Management of it.

At this Court, the Lord Cavendilh alfo moved, that fince

Sir Edwin Sandys would, by no means, hold the Place of

Director any longer, they would propofe fome other Perlbn

for that Office. Whereupon fome named Sir Nathaniel

Rich ; but he excufed himfelf, as uncapable of difcharging

fuch an Office, and would not therefore undertake it, for

ten thoufand Pounds a Year. But he declared, if he thought

himfelf fit for the Bufinefs, he would willingly do it for no-

thing. Then Sir 'Thomas fvroth, and Mr. Edward Johnfon9
an eminent Lawyer, and very worthy Member of the So-

ciety, were propofed ; but they both refuted, aa no way
(killed in fuch Bufinefs, or able to execute the Place. Af-

terwards it was put to the QuefHon ; Whether the Compa-

ny would accept of Sir Edwin Sandys's Refignation, and it

was, by a general Erection of Hands, denied. He was

therefore very preffingly entreated, not to leave tht_ Place,

upon any Difcouragement whatsoever ; the Company pro-r

felfing, that, without his Affiftance, they much doubted of

the good Management and Guccefs of fo difficult a Buunefi*

. Even fome of the raoft violent in the Oppohtion did, at

other times, exprefs great Satisfaction in the Choice of Sir

Edwin Sandys ; and declared, that he, or no Body, was

able to go through with fu thorny and troublefome an Em-
ployment : Whilft others feemed difmclined and backward,

to be any way engaged in it, except it was under his Ma-
nagement and Di reefion. And thus the Office of Director

was, a feco'nd Time forced upon Sir Edwin Sandys, with a

very general and honourable Teftimony of the Company ;

and he accordingly, v/ith the Committee, entered into Con-

ifultation, about a proper Courfe and Regulation oftheBu-?

finefs; which, being brought before the Company, was

generally approved and confirmed.
' But the Centlemen in the Opposition, finding all At-

tempts with the Company vain, took another and more

effectual Way to deftroy the Contract. For, twelve Days

after the Thing had been thus examined a frefli, and again

fettled and determined, the Eorl of Southampton and Lord

Cavendijh, the Treafurer and Governor of the two Com-

panies, with the two Farrars, the Deputies, Sir John ha-
ytrS}
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vers. Sir Edwin Sandys, and fome others, were called be*
' fore the Lord Treasurer ; where appeared, on the other

Part, the Earl of Warwick, Sir Nathaniel Rich, Alderman
'

Johnfon, Mr. Wrote, Mr. Bing, and others of that Fa&ion,

who were feconded and afilfled by Sir John Woljienholme and

the Cuftomers. There patted much Difpute and Contradict

tion between the two Parties, which theLord Trealurer heard

with great Patience, and without the leaft Interruption to

cither bide. And it was here confidently averred, cipecially

by Mr. Wrote and Mr. Bing, that the Companies, in car-

rying the Contract, had been overawed by the Earl of Sou*

tha»;pto;i ; and threatened, unlefs the Contracl: proceeded,

the Colonies would be taken from them. At length, one

of the Cuftomers propofed to the Lord Treafiner, thatfince

the Contracl had been the Subject of fo much Contention

and Difcord, it might be immediately difiblved ; and that

the Companies mould be obliged, to bring all their Tobacco

into England, and pay the old twelve Pence a Pcund, Cuf-

tom and Import ; which, he faid, would be more fatisfac-r

tory to the Planters, and more beneficial to the King. And
he then proceeded to calculate -and fhevv, that a Revenue, of

twenty thoufand Pounds a Year upon Tobacco, would bp

thence raifed for his Majefty ; which was the utmoft, that

had been aimed at or expected. The Lord Treafurcr alfo

reminded the Companies of the great Grace and Favour, his

Majefty had fhewed them, by granting them Lotteries, and

other Means, for the Advancement of the Colonies. And
this, by the bye, was always infifted on, as a vaft and infi-

nite Obligation, which the Companies could never return ;

and it was therefore for ever urged as an Argument, for

their granting his Majefty, whatever he demanded. And
his Lordfnip concluded, that it was a very unfit and un-

grateful thipg, whether there was a Contracl:, or no Con-?

tract, not to bring all their Tobacco into England, to pay

Duty, that his~Majefty's Revenue might be thereby ad-

vanced,

These Expreffions of the Lord Treafurer were received

with great Applaufe and Approbation, by the Warwickian
Faction ; who declared, that it had ever been their Defire,

that all the Tobacco fhould be brought into England. Ana
Mr. Wrote farther faid, that the Colony in Virginia had fent

fi Petition, to be exhibited to his Majefty, to that Purpofe ;

winch was however never prefented to the King, but had!

teen concealed and fupprefted by the Deputy. By this he
meant the Petition, already recited (p. 200) which was fent,

when no Tobacco from Virginia was imported into England^

but coming after the Prohibition was taken off, it was there-

fore
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fore never prefentcd. The Earl of Southampton therefore

replied, that the Colony meant nothing lefs by that Peti-

tion, than what he now pretended. For the Scope of it was, s r 'Francis

to obtain Liberty to bring Tobacco into England, at a time,
W9at> 9*

when they were utterly debarred from importing any. At
Jaft they were difmifled ; and the Lord High Treafurer told

them, they might itiii proceed with the Bimnefs oi" the Con-
trail:, notwithstanding thefe Diffentions and Oppositions.

But foon after, they were again fummoned, to meet
before the Lords of the Privy Council, on the 4th of March,
Sir Edwin Sandys (the Lari of Southampton being then out

of Town) and the two Farrars, with fuch, as they mould
bring with them, for the Virginia Company, and for the
other Side, Sir Thomas Smith and Alderman John/on, with
fuch Advocates and Affiftants, as they mould chufe ; for the

Somer-IJlands Company, the Lord Cavcndijh, and fuch, as

he would bring with him, and of the oppofite Party, the

Earl of Warzvick, or Sir Nathaniel Rich, with Inch others,

as they thought proper. On tha. Day, th jy appeared ac-

cordingly, being attended by the Lord St. John, Lord Pa-
get, Sir Edward Sackvil, Sir John Brooke, Sir John Davers,

Sir Robert Killigretu, and divers other eminent Members of
the Company ; and they were told by the Lord High Trea-
furer, that this Meeting had been appointed to examine fun-

dry Complaints, that had been exhibited againft the Con-
tract, by fome particular Members of their Companiest

Whereupon the Lord CavendiJJj im.de Proteftation, that, as

the Contradt had often been, mcft fairly and regularly, vo-

ted and concluded, in feveral Quarter Courts, neither him-

felf, nor the reft of the Company, which then attended,

came to give any Satisfaction to thofe Members, which

now oppofed it. For the.y were not only, as the lefTer Part,

involved in the general Agreement of the Majority, but

had, moft of them, actually given their Votes and Confenfc

to the Contract ; and it would be to the Prejudice and De-
ftructicn of all good Government, to be perpetually tem-

pering and treating with them about it. But he faid, if

their Lordfliips, upon any finifter Surmifes or informations,

had conceived any Doubts about the Matter, himfelf, and

the reft, were both ready and willing, to give their Lord-

fliips an Account of their whole Proceedings, and fuch an

Account, as they trufted and were allured, wou!d> in every

Particular, give all reafonable Satisfaction.

Hereupon, the Lords of the Council requiring fome

of the Complainants to make known their Grievances, Mr,

B'tng ftepped forth, and made a long and very bitter Invec-

tive againft the Contra^, arid the Manner pf pa&ng it.

1 0
this.
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this, he ufed great Sharpnefs and Freedom of Speech againft

the Earl of Southampton ; and endeavoured, by ridiculous

and mimick Geltures, to mock, and turn him into Con-

tempt. But Mr. Bing was not now in the Virginia Court

;

where he and his Party had long indulged themfelves, in a

moft immoderate Licentioufnefs of Speech, and Indecency

of Behaviour. And therefore, altho' the Earl of Southamp-

ton was no ways gracious at Court, nor confequently to the

Lords of the Privy Council, his Majefty's immediate Crea-

tures, yet they fharply checked and rebuked him. But the

Lord Cavcndifo appealed to their Lordfhips for Juftice a-

gainft him, for having fo wronged and abufed the Earl of

Southampton, a Peer of the Realm, and a Member of that

Board, as well now in their Lordfhips Prefence, as at other

Tim.s and Places, as he was ready, abundantly to prove,

"Wherefore Mr. Bing was afterwards committed to the Mar-»

Ihelfea, by an Order of the Privy Council ; from whence

he was not to be releafed, until he had made due Submifiion

to the Earl of Southampton, and given him all fitting Satis-

faction.

But as to the main Subject of Complaint in Mr. Binges

Speech, the Lord Treafurer propofed to the CompaniesThree
Points, to be confidcred : Firft, whether the Companies,

had been overawed ? Secondly, whether the Contract was

for the Good of the Colonies ? And Laftly, if it was not for

the Good of the Colonies, how it might be made fo ? The
debating and clearing up thefe Points took the whole Day,
both Forenoon and Afternoon. At length, after a long

Hearing and Deliberation, the Lord Cwuendijh, Sir Edivin

Sandys, and Mr. Nicholas Farrar, Deputy of the Virginia

Company, were called in, and told by the Lord Prefident

of the Council ; that they had given a good Account, both

of the Reafons, which induced them to conclude the Con-
trad!:, and of their fair and upright Proceeding in pafling it.

And he promifed, that a Report mould be made to his Ma-
jefty, by that Board, accordingly ; and he doubted not,

but that the Contract: would be confirmed to them, or elfe

fome other Bargain granted, as much to their Content and

Advantage. The Lord Treafurer likewife gave them a moft

honourable Teftimony, of their upright Proceedings, and

wife Adminiftration of the Affairs of the Colonies, for the

four laft Years ; in which, he faid, they had thriven won-
derfully, and profpered beyond Belief. And his Lordfhip

further added, that in the former Years, when Alderman
jfohnfon was Deputy, and the Bufinefs was in other Hands*
it was carried fouly and diforderly ; fo that, if the Perfons,

then in the Ggvernment of the Companies., fliould be called

to
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to an Account for their Proceedings, he questioned, whe-

ther their Eftates would anfwer it.

And thus did this Affair go off, in all Appearance, great- s r Fr" nc:>s

ly to the Honour of the Companies, and to the utter Dif-
G*"*

grace and Confufion of the oppcfite Faction. But whilft

the Companies were engaged in debating the Matter before

the Council, the Earl of Warwick and Mr. Wrote were with

the King ; and what Effect their Calumnies and Infinua-
' tions might have on the Mind of that weak Prince, may be
eafily judged by the Event. For the Virginia Company,
being incouraged by the Third Point, propofed by the Lord
Treafurer, to be confidered, viz. If the Contract was not

for the Good of the Colonies, how it might be made fo ?

reconfidered the Whole, in each Article and Particular, and
propofed fuch Alleviations in the hardeft Parts, as they con-

ceived reafonable, or thought there were any Hopes of ob-

taining. And to this End, the Gentlemen in the Oppofitiora

were exprelly invited and defircd, to join with them j that,

laying aiide all Study of Party and Contradiction, they might

unanimoufly, and with the Calmnefs of Reafon, examine

and find out, what was moft neceffary and beneficial for the

Colonies. But the Principal of thofe Gentlemen not vouch-

fafing their Prefence, they proceeded, and drew up a long

and particular Reprefentation of the whole Matter to the

Lords of the Privy Council ; that they might affift their

Suit, and be Interceffors to his Majefty for them. Bu£

whilft thefe things were in Agitation, the whole Contract

was fuddenly declared by his Majefty, to be void and of none

Effect. But I cannot difcover the exact Day, when this

was done ; nor what were the Reafons or Pretences for it.

And this was the End of the Company's Contract with

his Majefty, for the fole Importation of Tobacco ; an Af-

fair, which raifed vaft Heats and Animofities, and gave a

Handle, efpecially on Account of the two great Salaries,

to much Clamour and Reproach. And by this Means, the

Warivickian Faction were Strengthened by the Acceffion of

Mr. Wrote, Mt.Gibbs, Mr.%, and other Perfons ofConn-

deration and Figure ; and it was now encrcafed to twenty fix:

in the whole, whereas it had before been even lefs nume-

rous and potent. As to the Contract itfelf, it was acknow-

ledged, by thofe, who were moft vigorous in upholding it,

not to be abfolutely and in itfelf advantageous, but only

comparatively good, with Refpe& to their former State of

Slavery and Oppreffion under the Cuftomers and Farmers

of his 'Majefty 's Revenues, and as it would fhield them from

their farther illegal and arbitrary Impofitions. And the

Breach of it was, at this tune, the more apprehended, as it



26o The History <?/VIRGINlA. fiook V.
1623. was likely, that a fole Importation would be granted to

*—v— foihe other Pcrfons, who made Offer of fo exceeding and
Sir Francis

large a Revenue to his Majefty, as could not poflibly be

tcrnor
^ railed, but with the extreme Oppreffion of the Colonies,

and greatly to the Prejudice, if not to the utter Dcftrudlion,

of their growing Trade and Staple of Tobacco.

But the Faction, that oppofed the Companies, did not

only, by the Driioiution of the Contract, endanger the

Trade, and render it again fubject to the Rr.pacrouinefs and

Extortions of the Farmers and Cuftomers, but their Con-
teniioufnefs and Malice had another unhappy Confequence.

It hath been aiready related, that, in G&olcr 1621, the

Lords of the Privy Council commanded all the Tobacco
and other Commodities, to be brought from Virginia into

England; but upon Reafcns given, and a Repreftntation

made by the Company, the Matter relied, and had been no
farther infilled on. But now, chiefly at the Inftigation, and

by the Offers and Motions of the opponent Faction, their

Lordfhips renewed that Order, in very ftrong and peremp-
tory Terms. For, on the 4th of March, when the Com-
panies were before the Council, the Lord Cavendijh, Sif

Edwin Sandys, and Mr. Deputy Farrar, of the Virginia

Company, were very lharply reprimanded and threatened,

becaufe fome Ships had lately gone from the Colonies to

Holland; and they were ordered, to fignify and declare to

their Companies, that it was the Pleafure and exprefs Com-
mand of that Board, that all the Tobacco and other Com-
modities of the Plantations, mould be brought directly to

England.

When this Affair came before the Company, Sir Ed-
tuin Sandys faid, that he fhould always be the Son of Obe-
dience, and yield a ready Submiffion to the Commands of

the higher Powers ; ?s he well kr_w, it was the Intent and
Inclination of the Company to do. Yet, in Cafes of evi-

d. nt Impoflibility or publick Detriment, he thought it the

Fart of well-ordered Duty, to m tke a juft ana true Reprefen-

tation of the Matter, and modeftly propofe their Reafons
againft it. He therefore obferved, that the Commodities
of Virginia had three feveral Sorts of Owners . firft, the

Company
; fecondly, particular Hundreds and Plantations,

belonging to private Adventurers in England, as Soutbamp*
ton Hundred, Martin's Hundred, and the nke ; and thirdly^

Planters inhabiting and refiding in Virginia, whefe Part h6
conceived to be far the largtft and moft ct nfi > rable. As
to the firft, the Company's Commodities, they certainly had
them in their own Power, ..nd could always import them
into England, But over the two latter Sorts, he conceived

the
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the Company to have no Power, by Law, to command or
controle them. For the Inhabitants of Virginia were, by v— , '

his Majcfly's original Charters and Grants, declared to be Sir

as free, as the reft of his Majefty's Subjc&s, which inha-
Wyat

> Go"

bited the Realm of England, or any other of his Domini-
vernor*

ons. And befides, the particular Societies, and divers of the
private Brothers in England, and of the Inhabitants in Vir-
ginia, had Ships of their own ; and it was not in the Power
of the Company, to prevent or reftrain them, from carry-
ing their Goods to the beft and moft promifmg Markets.
H E farther obferved, that Virginia had, or would pro-

bably foon have, many Commodities, as Salt, Fifh, Pipe-
ftaves, Caviary, and the like, which in other Countries,
might be vendible at an indifferent Price, but not in En-
gland. Confidering therefore, that within a few Years,
when the Term granted in their Letters-patent was expir-
ed, the King was to have Cuftom of all Merchandife in
Virginia itfelf, if thefe Goods mould pay a fecond Cuftom,
in England, and afterwards a third Cuftom in foreign Parts,
where they were vended, there could be no Doubt, but
that thefe three Cuftoms, together with the Freight of fuch> *

cheap and bulky Kinds of Merchandife, and the other con-
tingent Charges, would fo feed upon the Commodity, as to
leave little or nothing, for the Suftenance and Profit of the
Adventurer and Flanter.

However, he faid, as the Virginians had been driven,

by the Rigor of former Contractors with the Crown, to feek

foreign Markets for their Commodities, fo he doubted not,

but by gentle Ufage and good Treatment, they would be
eafdy induced to return back to England, their beft and moft
natural Market. But as for what had been alledged by a
very honourable Perfon, that the Spa?iijh Colonies brought
all their Merchandifes into Spain, and to no other Place, he
faid, there was a very evident and important Difference be-

tween the Cafe of the Spanijh Cclonics and the Englijh.

For the State of Spain fullered no other Commodities of the

fame Kind, to be brought into that Kingdom, which was
an exceeding great Encouragement and Benefit to their A"
merican Plantations ; whereas in England, the Commodity,
which could be eafily and abundantly fupplied from our owrt

Colonies, was not only permitted, but even ftri£tly enjoined,

and fternly commanded, to be imported from a foreign

Country. But if his Majefty would afford them the fame

Privilege and Favour, that the King of Spain did to his Co-

lonies, and would prohibit the Importation of all Commo-
dities from foreign Pats, hat could be furniihed by our

#Wfl PUutativrjs/ there woyld doubUvii be 41 ready and

joyful
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1623. joyful Obedience yielded to this Command, of bringing all

—-/

—

* their Commodities into England. But without fuch a Qua-
lification and Privilege, he declared it to be Ids Opinion,

" that this was a Proportion extremely opprefiive and hurtful

to the Colonies, and mult foon bring them to utter Ruin

and Dcftrudtion.

This clear and pathetic Account, of the Cafe was re-

ceived with the general Applaufe and Approbation of the

Company ; and Mr. Rider added, that there teemed to

him to be another material Difference, between the Spa-

Ttijh and Englijh Plantations. For the Spanijh Colonies

were founded by the Kings of Spain, out of their own
Trcafury and Revenues, and they maintained the Garrifons

there, together with a large Navy, for their Ufe and De-
fence ; whereas the Englijh Plantations had been at firft fet-

tled, and fince fupported, at the Charge of private Adven-

turers ; unlets it might be excepted, that his M:.jefty, out

of his great Grace and Favour, had granted them fome
Lotteries and Collections, the Produce of which had never-

thelefj been expended, merely for the publick Service. To
which it might have been juftly added, that thofe vaft Obli-

gations of Lotteries and Collections were very cheap to his

Majefty, he never having contributed one Farthing himfelf

in them, altho' he was a very great, and in a manner the

only Gainer yet, by thefe Settlements. At length, in or-

der to lofe no Time, Sir Edwin Sandys and Mr. Chrijlopher

Brooke were defi red, to take both the Reafons, which had
been formerly prefented to their Lordfhips by the Compa-
ny, together with fuch new ones, as had been now al-

ledged, and to draw up a brief Anfwer to this Order of the

Privy Council. And whereas the Matter was already fo

well prepared and digefted to their Hands, it was thought,

they might eafily do it, during the fitting of the Court.

Whereupon they withdrew, and foon returned with an
Anfwer, containing much the fame in Purport with that*

prefented to their Lordfhips, about a Year and a Half before,

by Mr. John Farrar, then Deputy-Tj eafurer of the Virgi-

nia Company. This Draught, being deliberately read in

the Court, was ratified and approved by the Company

;

and Lord Cavendi/h, Lord Paget, and Sir Edward Sackvil

were entreated, to deliver it to the Lords of the Privy
Council, in the Company's Name.
But this Stifnefs and Rcfolction of the Company did,

by no means, turn their Lordihips from tHcir Purpofe.

For I find, by another Order of the Privy Council, dated
the 28th of April this Year, that they Hill ftrenuoufly in-

fixed cn, and ftridtly enjoined them, to. import all their

Com-
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Commodities into England. But as fome Alleviation and

Encouragement, the King, in the fame Order of Council, v—

v

declares ; that, inftead of the twelve Pence, formerly an- 5^
F

fwered to his Majefty, he would, for the future, he con-
vê J

tent with nine Pence a Pound on Tobacco (the Cuftomers

having abated three Pence a Pound Cuftom) and that all

Tobacco, then lately imported into iirgland, fhould be

delivered to the Proprietors, on paying that nine Pence on-

ly. And for the Information of the People in Virginia^

that they might know, how to comport themf Ives erun,

this Order was tranfmitted hither, and is ftill extant among

the Records of our Council. At the fame cime, the Lords

of the Privy Council wrote a Letter to the Governor and

Council here ; informing them, of his Majefty 's gracious

Intentions, towards the Colony ; and commanding them,

not to be difcouraged by any loofe Advertifemenrs. pro-

ceeding from Faction, Malice, or private Ends. But they

ftreightly charged and required them, in his Majefty'si

Name, to live together, in that Concord, Unity, and joint

Care of the common Good of the Plantation, as became

the Undertakers of fuch an Action,' the Subjects of fuch a

King, and the Profeflbrs of fuch a Religion. They told

them alfo, that they were informed by fome, who had late-

ly been Eye-witnelles, that their Fortifications, Houfes of

Habitation, and Provifion of Vi&ual, were not cared for

in fuch fort, as they ought to be ; which was highly dif-

pleafing to his Majefty. And therefore they required them*

to be more careful hereafter, as well for themfelves, as for

the publick Weal and Subfiftence of the Colony.

But the Contra& being diffolved, and the Benefit of

fole Importation taken from the Company, the Warwichan

Fa&ion themfelves were foon alarmed, at the Appre.ien-

fion of a general and unlimited Importation of Tobacco.

Wherefore Sir Nathaniel Rich propofed to the Company,

their entering into a new Treaty with his Majefty, for the

fole Importation, and for farming the forty thoufand Weight

of Tooacco ; which he gave them to underftand,

from fome Speech, he had lately had with :he Loro , rea-

furer, there were great Hopes of obtaining. But tos Pro-

portion was flighted and rejeaed, as a ^neme, which had

lately been rendered abortive, by hmv.elr and his'Fatten ;

and as it would be neceffarily productive of .tiiofe Sakru*

and Expences, which they had io loudly exclaimed agaurfh

'But foon after, the fame Gentleman informed the Com-

pany, that there was 1ike to be

Sor s of foreign Tobacco; witnout Stmt or Limitatfonj

and that there was * Proclamation Owrtfy to come forth
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1623. to that Purpofe. This was a thing before not fufpccted or

v—v

—

* imagined ; and it was unanimoufly judged, to be utterly

S r Francis deftru&ive of the Colonies. For as the meaneft Tobaecoes
Wyn, Go- m jg|lt De D0Ught in Spain, for fix Pence a Pound, the Price

of the Plantation Tobacco, after the Difcharge of Freight,

Cuftom^ Import, and- other Charges, would be reduced to

little or nothing. The Company therefore unanimoufly

entered upon feveral Schemes and Meafures, to prevent fo

unfortunate an Event ; all which at laft ended, in a bare

Promife from the Lord Treafurer (and the Court Promifes

of that Time were not greatly to be depended upon) that

forty thoufand Weight of Spanijh Tobacco only, mould be

imported into England.

Sir Thomas Smith's Accounts remained ftill unfettled,

and Sir Edward Sackvil was among the freeft in his Cen-

fures and Complaints of this Matter. About this time,

Sir Thomas Smith, cafually meeting him, complained and

exprefled much Concern, that he fhould publickly, and in

divers Places, fay, that Sir Thomas was indebted to the

Company. Sir Edzvard Sackvil was a young Nobleman of

a frank and generous Nature. He fpoke freely, whatever

he thought, and was not at all of a Turn to deny, what

he had once faid. He therefore confcfled it to be true, and

gave his Reafons for it. Whereupon Sir Thomas Smith fo-

lemnly protcfred his Clearnefs and Integrity, and as a Proof

. of it, afked Sir Edivard Sackvil ; If he was fo much in the

Company's Debt, why they did not, efpecially in this their

Time of Want and Neceftity, fue and recover it ? For he

was undoubted folvent, and able to make them full Satis-

faction. But, he faid, it was fo far from this, that he had

been now, for the Space of three Years, in vain impor-

tuning and folliciting an Audit of his Accounts, and had,

for that End, delivered in all his Books to the Company.
This was alfo confirmed by Sir Humphrey Handford, then

Sherif of London, and one Mr. Abdy, a rich Merchant}
who tokl Sir Edvjard Sackvil further, that they had for-

merly, by the Company's Appointment, examined Sir

T'homas Smith's Accounts, and found the Ballance five hun-
dred and odd Pounds in his Favour, which they had ac-

cordingly witneffed under their Hands, and delivered in tq

the Court. As to this AfTertion of thefe two Gentlemen,
I find, at a Court held May 12, 1619, on the Motion of

Sir Tlicmas Smith, Mr. Maurice Abbot, Mr. Humphrey
Handford, and Mr. Anthony Abdy were admitted to be«

pefent at the auditing the Account, to fee, that Sir Tho-

mas Smiih received no Wrong. But it was alfo ordered,

ghat three ef the eld Audited v/a. Mwin Sandys, then.
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Treafurer, Sir John Davers, and Mr. John Wroth fhould l62 3-

be of the Quorum, and that nothing fhould be concluded,
v—v

—

without the Cedent of two of them at the leaft. And ^J'"^*
foon after, at .. Quarter Court, Mr. Abbot and thofe two ^anor.

Gentlemen, together with Mr. Thomas Keightly for the

Company, were admitted extraordinarily into the Number
of legal Auditors. But that the Accounts had ever be^n

fully audited and paffed by them, is pluinly falfe, by the

whole Courfe and Tenor of the Company's Records. And
if thefe Gentlemen, who were only Auditors ex parte, on

Sir Thomas S?nit//s Behalf, did give in any Paper to the

Court, relating to the full Settlement and Ballance of thofe

Accounts, it could never furely, either in Law or Reafon,

be received as authentic and definitive. But Sir Edivard

Sackvilbeing unacquainted with the Proceedings of thofe

Times, Sir Thomas Smith befought him, that his Accounts

might be paffed ; and that he might be ho farther molefted

upon that Head, but permitted to go in Peace to his Graven

being already far ftricken in Years, and fufficiently afflicted

with the many Infirmities, incident to old Age. But he

declared, that none of thofe Pains and Afflictions were

comparable to the Grief and Anguifh of Mind, which he

received from thefe injurious Attacks on his Good-name

and Reputation ; efpecially as they proceeded from Perfons,

from whom he had hoped, by his many Years Services, a

far different Ufage and Return.

Sir Edivard Sackvil's generous Nature was affected

with this Difcourfe ; and he very earneftly and warmly

moved the Company, to appoint lbme Peifons, toputari

immediate and effectual End to this Bufinefs. For, as Sir

Thomas Smith had thus fairly put himfelf upon his Trial, he

thought, that to delay it, would hardly be juft, and to de-

ny it quite, would be an evident and downright Injufti«?i

Whereupon Sir Edwin Sandys faid, that the Office of Au-

ditors, as he conceived, was not to make, but to examine

and fettle an Account ; that the Accounts, exhibited by Sir

Thomas Smith, had been found by the Auditors, after great

Labour and Pains fpent upon them, to he fo diforderly*

intricate, and defective, that they fcarce merited the Name
of Accounts ; that he fpoke not this, to lay any Afperfion

on Sir Thomas Smith, further than of Neglect (for it was

well known, that he neither made, nor kept thofe Ac-

counts himfelf) but to clear the Auditors and the Compa-

ny, from all Imputation and Blame. For they had often

declared their Exceptions and the Difficulties of thofe Ac-

counts, as well to Sir Thomas Smith, as to the Company ;

*nd h« then bud a Writing, which contained many weighty
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Exceptions againft them. However, altho' they fl-cmed to

v—' him to be altogether bottomlefs and unexaminable, yet he

promifed, that the Auditors fhould proceed in them, with

all poiTible Expedition,

Alderman Jcbnfon and Mr. EJpngton were now

likewife found, to "be clearly indebted eight hundred Pounds

to the Company, betides the old Magazine Accounts,

which they kept fo dark and intricate, that the Auditors

had not yet been able, fully to explicate and unravel them.

And Sir Samuel Argall (for, about this time, he received

the Honour of Knighthood) was ftill under Profecution

from the Company, for his Rapines and extortionate Ad-

ministration in Virginia. So that it was evident, that thefe

Gciulemen could never be fafe or fecure, as long as the

C npany continued in Being ; and it is greatly to be fuf-

pected, that they, by the Part, they acted in the late Com- .

motions, aimed not fo much at the Diflblution of the Con*

tract, as the Diffolution of the Company. But now the

fcontract being annulled, and the Difturbances fomewhat

allayed, they refolved to keep the Company ftill in Em-
ployment, and not permit them to enjoy any long Leifure

or Tranquility. For foon after the Diffolution of the Con-

tract, Alderman Johnfon prefented, in a private and con-

cealed Manner, a Writing to his Majefty, entitled ; The

hu?nble Petition of fundry Adventurers and Planters in the

Virginia and Somer-Iflands Plantations. The Subftanceof

this was :

That among the many memorable Works of his Ma*
jefty's gracious Reign, the Plantations of Virginia and the

Somer-IJli nds were not the leaft Confiderable : That thefe

Were the firft American Colonies, attempted and brought to

Effect, by the Englijh Nation : That the Beginning of the

Enterprife was attended with fo great an Expence, without

any prefent Hope of Retribution, as was fufficient, at the

firft View and Computation, to have difcouraged the moft

forward and refolute Adventurers : That however, by the

Divine Affiftance and his Majefty's gracious Encourage-

ment, together with that mild and difcreet Government,

at firft fettled and appointed by his Majcfly, all Sorts of

Men were, in fuch kind and friendly Manner, invited and -

induced to engage themfelves in it, that notwithftunding

thofe many Difficulties, that great Action, which muft

Otherwife have perifhed in the Birth, not only took Life

and Being, but aifo proceeded, for many Years, in a moft

hopeful and comfortable Courfe : That there was then

Unity and Love among themfelves at home, and Peace and

Quiet with the Savages abroad
;

by which means, fundr/

n
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of thofe Infidels, and fome of eminent Rank, were con- 1623.

verted to the Chrijiian Religion, and many Staple Com- v—v—

'

jnodities began to be raifed and imported into England :
S
£ J^gl*

That fuch were the Bleffings, in thofe Times, upon their

juft and peaceable Proceedings ; whereas it had come to

pafs, they knew not how, that notwithstanding his Maje-

sty's Subjects had been, in great Multitudes, tranfported to

the Plantations, yet the aforefaid Commodities, and the

Other Fruits of the Enterprife, had not appeared of late,

as in former Times ; their Unity at home was turned into

civil Difcord and Diffenfion ; and their Peace abroad, into

Maflacre and Hoftility between the Natives and the Colony;

and that many of the ancient Adventurers and Planters

conceived themfelves, to be many ways injured, abufed,

and oppreffed :

That fearing, upon thefe Accounts, without the Help

of a fupreme Hand, the utter Ruin and Deftruclion of thofe

great and noble Undertakings, and not holding it fit, to

trouble his Majefty's facred Ears with all particular Com-

plaints and Allegations, they humbly befought him, to no-

minate and appoint fome worthy Perfens, by Commiffion

under the great Seal of England, who by Oath, or other-

wife, by all lawful Ways and Means, fhould enquire and

examine ; What was the true State of the Colonies, at

the Time, when Sir T'bo?nas Smith left the Government of

the Companies ; what Monies had fmce been collc&ed fop

the Plantations ;
by whom received, and how the fame had

been procured and expended ; and what, after fo vaft an

Expence, was the prefent State and Condition of the Colo-

nies : That the faid Commiflioners fhould alfo enquire into

all Grievances and Abufes ; what Wrongs had been dene

to any of the Adventurers or Planters, together with the

Grounds and Caufes thereof ; and fhould propofe, how the

fame might in time to come, be reformed and prevented ;

and how the Bufinefs of the Colonics might be better ma-

naged and carried on. So that, all Contentions being re-

conciled, the Authors thereof condignly punned, Peace

»nd Unitv reftored, and the Government of Affairs better

eftablifhed, thofe noble Works might go on and profper

with a Bleffing from Heaven, to his Majefly s great Ho,

liour and Profit, and to the religious and pubhek finds, for

Which they were at firft undertaken.

About the fame time, Captain Nathaniel Butkr «

Creature of the Earl of Warwick^ who had been fent ta

pillage Bermuda^ and had fled thence tofiWU^
teen already mentioned, was introduced to the king, and.

Bbliged, as it was pretendedI, to give ha JWjefty » Ac*
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count of the State of the Colony in Virginia. This he

prefented, under the ftarched and affected Title of, The
unmajked Face of our Colony in Virginia, as it was in the

JVinter 1622. This contained the following Particulars

and Allegations.

1. That he found the Englijh Plantations generally

feated upon mere Marines, full of infectious Bogs and mud-
dy Creeks and, Lakes ; and thereby fubjecl to all thofe In-

conveniencies and Difeafes, which are commonly found in

the mofl unhealthy Parts of England, whereof every Coun-

try and Climate hath fome.

2. That he found the Shores and Sides of thofe Parts

of the main River, where the Plantations were fettled,

every where fo fhallow, that no Boat could approach them.

So that, bolides the Difficulty, Danger, and Spoil of Goods
in landing, the poor People were forced to a continualWetting and Wading, and that in the Midft of Winter,

when the Ships commonly arrived ; and that they thereby

got Inch violent Surfeits of Cold upon Cold, as never leff

them, till they were brought to their Graves.

3. That the People, fent over, arriving, for the moft

part, very unfeafonably in Winter, found neither Gueft-

houfe, Inn, nor any fuch Place, to fheitcr themfelves from

the W eatner ; no, not fo much as a Stroke given, towards

any fuch charitable arid necefiary Work. So that many,

for want hereof, were not only feen dyins* under Hedges,

and in the Woods, but being dead, lay fome of them many
Days, unregarded and and unburied.

4. That the Colony, that Winter, was in great Di-

ftrefs for Provifions, fo that Englijh Meal was fold for thir-

ty, and their own native Corn, called Maize, for ten and

fifteen Shillings a Bufliel. But that, however heavy this

might lay upon the poor People, there were Reafons to

fufpecl:, it was not unaffected by the chief Men. For they

only having the Means, in thefe Extremities, to trade with

the Natives, did hereby engrofs all into their Hands, and

fell it out at their own Prices. To which he added, that

be himfejf had heard from the Mouth of a prime one

among them, that he would never wilh their own Corn
cheaper, than eight Shillings a Bufliel.

5. That their Houfes were generally the worft, that

he had ever feen j the meaneft Cott iges in England being

every way equal, if not fuperior, to the belt Houfes in

Virginia. And that beftdes, they were feated, fo impro-
yidently, and fcatteringly one from another, as partly by
their Diltance, but efpecially by the Interpofition of Creeks
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and Swamps, they offered all Advantages to the favage Ene- 1623-

my, and were utterly deprived of the Means of fudden Re- v—</"-J

collection, upon any emergent Occafion. Si
I

Franci$

6. That he found not the leaft Piece of Fortification :
J^JJJ;.

Gj"

That three Pieces of Ordinance only were mounted at James-
City, and one at Flower-de-hundred, but not one of them
ferviceable. So that it was certain, that a fmall Bark of

an hundred Tons might take it's Time, to pafs up the

River, and coming to an Anchor before James-To%vn, might
beat all their Houfes about their Ears, and fo forcing them,

to retreat into the Woods, land under the Favour of their

Ordinance, and rifle the Town at Pleafure.

7. That expecting, according to their printed Ac-
counts, to find fundry Commodites in great Forwardnefs,

he found not any one of them fo much as in any Toward-
nefs of Being. For the Iron-works were utterly wafted,

and the People dead ; the Glafs Furnaces at a Stand, and

in fmall Hopes of proceeding ; and as for the reft, they

were had in general Derifion, even among themfelves ; and
the Pamphlets concerning them, being fent thither by hun-

dreds, were laughed to Scorn, and every bafe Fellow gave

them the Lye in divers Particulars. So that Tobacco was
their only Bufmefs, and for ought he could obferve, every

Man madded upon that, and little thought of, or looked

after, any thing elfe.

8. That he found the ancient Plantations of Henricn

and Charles-City quite deferted, and abandoned to the Spoil

of the Indians ; who not only burnt the Houfes (faid to be

once the beft in the Country) but fell upon their Stocks of

all Kinds, and killed and deftroyed them, to the great

Grief, as well as utter Ruin of the old Inhabitants ; who
ftuck not to affirm, that thefe were not only the beft and

moil healthy Parts of the Country, but might alfo, by

their natural Strength of Situation, have been the moft ea-

iily preferved of all others.

9. That whereas, according to his Majefty's gracious

Letters-patent, his People in Virginia were to be governed,

as near as poffibly could be, according to the excellent

Laws and Cuftoms of England, he found, not only igno-

rant and forced Errors in divers Particulars, but alio wilful

and defigned Deviations from Law. Infomuch that fome

Perfons, who urged due Conformity to his Majefty's gra-

cious Intentions, were termed, in Contempt, Men of the

Law, and were even excluded from thole Rights, which

they were elected and fworn unto in England.

10. That there having been, as it was thought, ten

thoufand Souls trar/ported to Virginia , there were not, at

T 4, to!
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that prefent, through the aforefaid Abufes and Neglects,

abov : two Yboiifand of them to be found, and many of

thofe alfo, in a moft .Ickly and defperate State. So that it

might be undoubtedly expected, uniefs the Confufions and

private Ends of fume of the Company in England, and the

bad Execution of their Agents in Virginia, were fpeedily

redreffedj oy adi\ ine ana -fupreme Hand, inffead of a Plan-

tation) it would fh^rtly get the Name of a Slaughter-houfe,

and lb juftly become odious to themfelves, and contempti-

ble to ail the World.

Th f. End ana Defign of thefe Reprefentations, together

with their Falfhood and Unjuftnefs in the main, will be

eai'ily feen from the foregoing Narration. But however

fliiy and covertly they were prefented to the King, the

Knowledge of them could not be long kept from the Com-
pany. For the Lord Cavcndijh and Sir Edzvard Sackvil

were uxn advertifed, by their Friends at Court, of Alder-

man Jobnfons Petition; and they had an extraordinary

Court of the Company immediately warned, in order to

enter uponfome prefent Courfe, to prevent it's making any

finiftcr Imprefiions upon his Majefty 's Breaft. This Court

fent fome of their Body to defire Alderman "John/on, either

to bring, or fend them, a Copy of the Petition, he had

lately prefented to his Majefty. But he faid, he had nei-

ther himfelf a Copy, nor knew of any Perfon that kept

a Copy of it. H ever he affured them, that the Petition

was no ways againr. the Company. This was likewife af-

firmed by fome, then prefent in Court, who had been at

the Delivery of the Petition. They alfo profeffed them-

felves, to be as ftudious of the Good of the Plantation and

of t'ne Company, as any other whatfoever ; and therefore

defired the Company, hot to intermeddle or engage them-

felves in the r Matter, before they had feen the Petition.

But this not fatisfying the Court, they were defired to de-

clare, what was the Subject of their Complaint, and againft

what Perfons. For Lord Cauendijb faid, if they did not

fine themfelves a.^ ii v 1 with the Company, they ought

not to have complained to hib Majefty at all, 'till they had

Jirft made known t --ir Grievances to the Court, and feen,

what Remedy v/ould have been by them applied. At
ler.rth, Sir Edward Sackvil faid, that altho' Aldcrmafl

Johnfon and his Accomplices would give them no Light
into the Affair, yet himfelf, and fome others in Court,
couU fully and certainly inform t-ie Company, what was
the Subiuncc of that Petition. Whereupon he gave them
a fhort and exact Account of k's Purport and Aim, arni

declared
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declared it to be true, upon his own certain Knowledge ;
l6*3-

which was likewife confirmed by the Lord Cavendijh. The v
*-"*\r—

7

jCourt was in no Doubt or Hefitation about the Matter, but ^
Fra

%f*
clearly judged it, to be dirt£l!y againft the Company ; and Vĉ #

*"

accordingly refolved, to juftify their Conduct:. But as to

the Iffue of the Alderman's Petition, they readily joined in

it, and ordered a Petition to be prefented in the Company's

Name, to befeech his Majefty, that the Examination of

thefe things might be referred to the Lords of the Privy-

Council ; that fo their Innocency, or their Guiltinefs, might

be either cleared, or punifiied. And in the mean time, to

prevent all Prepofleflion againft them, they ordered a De-
claration of the prefent State of Virginia, comparatively

with it's former State under Sir Thomas Smith, which had,

by the Earl of Southampton's Order, been drawn up by a

Committee of the Council, about the Chrijimas before, to

be now read in the Court, and being, with fome fmall Air

terations, confirmed, to be delivered to his Majefty, as the

Company's Act. This Declaration fet forth :

That in December, 1618, being the twelfth Year frorn

the firft Settlement of the Colony, after fourfcore thou fund

Pounds Expence, and upwards, of the publiclc Stock, be-

fides other Sums of private Planters and Adventurers, there

were remaining in Virginia about fix hundred Perfcns,

Men, Women, and Children, and of Cattle about three

hundred at the moft ; and that the Company was then left

in Debt near five thoufbnd Pounds : But that then {Chriji-

mas 1622) through the Divine Blefiing, notwithstanding the

late Mortalities in all thofe Parts of America, and notwith-

ftanding the Maflacre, and the great Mortality, confequent

thereon, by the People's being driven from their Habitations

and Provifions, there v/ere ftill remaining (as was compu-

ted) above five and twenty hundred Perfons, fent over at

the Expence only of thirty thoufand Pounds of the pv.blick

Stock, befides the Charges of particular Societies and Plan-!

ters ; that the Cattle were alfo encreafed to above a thoufand

Head, befides Goats, and infinite Numbers of Swine ; and

that the old Debt, left on the Company by Sir Tlmnas Smith,

%iras wholly difcharged :

That at the faid Time, December, 1618, the only

Commodities of Value, returned from Virginia, were To-

bacco and Saflafras ; whereas, during the four laft Years,

great Sums had been expended, and infinite Care and Di-

ligence beftowed, by the Officers and Company, for fetting

forward various Commodities and Manufactures ; as Iron*-:

Works, Wine, Silk, Sawing-Mills, Salt-Pans, and other

things of the like Nature ; And that they had been particu-
0

Jaily
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1623. larly careful, according to his Majefty's Advice and Di-

v—v redtions, to reftrain the Colony from their too eager Pur-
Sir Francis fu it of Tobacco, as did abundantly appear, from their fre-

Seaer
Go " quent Letters, Inftrucfions, and Charters to that Effect,

with fimdry printed Books and Pamphlets, made purpofely

and publifhed for their Ufe and Direction

:

That as to the Government, it had been, within the

four laft Years, reformed according to his Majefty's original

Directions, in the Letters-patent ; and the People were no

longer difcontented and mutinous, but now lived in great

Peace and Tranquility : And to the End, that Perfons of

Worth might be allured to the Places of Power and Profit,

and all Occafion of Rapine and Extortion removed, they

had raifed a competent annual Provifion and Revenue, for

the Governor, and all other Officers and Magiftrates, and

particularly for the Clergy, according to the Degree and

Quality of each Place

:

Th a t thefe their Cares were, by no means, loft or in-

effectual ; but as they had fettled the Colony in perfect Quiet

and Content, fo they had raifed at home fo great a Fame of

Virginia , that Men now, not only out of Neceflity, as at

firft, but many Perfons of good Quality and Fortune had,

out of Choice, removed themfelves thither, and were daily

providing to remove

:

That there had been granted, in the laft four Years,

forty four Patents for Land, for each of which the Patentees

had undertaken to tranfport one hundred Men at the leaft;

wherens, in the former twelve Years, there had not been

granted above fix:

That, in the faid time, there had been employed forty

two Ships, moft of great Burthen (whereof feventeen Sail

Were, about Chrijimas laft, in Ja?ncs River at once) where-
as, in four Years before, there were not above twelve em-
ployed :

That, in the faid four laft Years, there had come In

ten times the Number of Adventurers, as had done in twice

the time before : So that, whereas before the legal Number
of twenty could fcarce be got together, to make a Quarter
Court, it feldom now confifted of lefs than two hundred,
end fometimes of many more :

That they could not omit the extraordinary Bleffing

of God, in exciting the Hearts of many zealous and devout
Perfons, to extend their Aid towaixls this glorious Work,

who had contributed, within the four laft Years, to the
Value of fifteen hundred Pounds, for pious and religious U-
fes ; a Fruit, whereof the preceeding Years were altogether

fearren

:

That
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That however it could not be denied, but that the 1623.

Encreafe and Profperity of the Colony had lately received

a fatal Blow and Interruption, by the Indian Maflacre ; and jLj*JEJ
their Peace and Unity at home had been much broken and

vjrn0^

difturbed, by divers troublefome Oppofitions. But the one,

they hoped, would fcon be fharply punifhed and revenged ;

and the other muft, with Patience be borne, and overcome

with Conftancy.

And laftly, they concluded with befeeching his Majehy

(as being the firft Founder, and gracious Supporter of this

<rreat Enterprife, which would continue to all Pofterity a

conftant Monument of his glorious Name) to grant them the

four hundred young Men, long fince promifed to be levied

on the feveral Counties, in order to be ferit to Virginia^ to

root out the barbarous Enemy, and to fupply the Colony,

in Parts yet defeaive and unfettled ; and they doubted not,

in a fhort time to be able, to yield him fo good and fo real

an Account of the Fruit of their Cares and Labours, as

might, in fome fort, be anfwerable to their Duty, and to

his Majefty's princely Expectation.

Besides this Declaration, the Lord Cavendijh produced

another Writing, containing a Vindication of the late Con-

dua of the Virginia and Somer-ljlands Companies. His

Lorofhip had drawn this up himfelf, for the Satisfaction of

fome very noble Pcrfons, who had, from finifter Informa-

tions, conceived a hard Opinion of the Companies Proceed-

ings ; and as, he faid, thofe Noblemen, upon reading that

Difcourfe, were fully fetisfied of the Juftice and Faimeft of

their Actions, fo he hoped, it might work the like Eftedt

upon his Majefty's Mind. Whereupon that Writing was

deliberately read, and every Article and Branch thereof

being duly weighed and confidered, was feverally put to the

Queftion, and it was ordered to be delivered
I
to his Majefty,

aTthe Company's Aa and Anfwer ; there being not above

three Voices againft any Part thereof, and moft of them be-

ing confirmed and approved, by an unanimous Content,

This long Difcourfe contained three different Heads
.
Firft,

Anfwe^to the feveral Objections againft the Company s

Proceeding: Secondly, the true Caufes of the late Uila-

Kreement and Difturbances: And thirdly, it propofed Re-

Ss, for preventing the like Inconveniencies andtaaions

^V'amtnn-ble, that the long Detail of Decbrationed

Anfwers, is a moft tedious anc1 unpleafant Part
of H.fto^

to the common Reader.; and I have obferved, tha
:

inch

Pieces even in the Hands of our beft Writers, and howe-

l r neceflary to clear uP Points of Hiftory, have *ict*£
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lefs been much diftafted by feveral Perfons. But as thefe

publick Papers contain the moft authentic Reafon and Ac-
Sir trench count of things, and as they are the fureft and mod indu-

lge Go-
bjtabie Materials, for an Hiftorian to proceed upon, I fh.dl

not be turned from my Courfe, by the accidental D.flikc of

fome Readers. For the Difiblution of the Company now
draws on, and I intend to give a full View of the Motives

and Proceedings in that Affair ; which can be from nothing

drawn fo well, as from the publick Acts and Writings of

both Parties, and their outward Pretences at leaft, and dif-

ferent Allegations. However, I efteem it my Part and Du^

ty, to fave the Reader from all unneceflary Forms and Re-

petitions ; and to give him the Subftance of thofe original

Acts and Records, in the morteft Manner I poflibly can,

without injuring or obfeuring their main Senfe and material

Points. As for this Difcourfe therefore, now prefenttd by

Lord Cavendijb, and adopted by the Company, it fet forth :

That it was manifeft, his Majefty's Ears had been abufed

by divers Miilnformations, to which they held it their Duty

to give a true and juftifiable Anfwer.

i. It was objected, that fome few of the Company led

and overfwayed the reft ; and that, in the particular Bufi-

nefs of the Contract, thefe Perfons, aiming at their own
private Advantage, efpecially in the Point of Salaries, had

therefore perfuaded and milled the Court.

T o this it was anfwered ; that it was true, fome parti-i

cular Perfons, with great Labour and Pains, and without

any Hope or Profpect of Reward, had employed much of

their Time and Endeavour, in ftudying, what might tend

to the Good and Benefit of the Colonies ; and this only with

the View, to propofe and communicate to the Courts their

faithful and impartial Advice ; which was the Duty, and

in the Power, of every Member of thofe Societies, to do.

But that this honelr Diligence, and thefe clear and difui-

terefted Views, fhould be interpreted an enslaving or mif-.

leading the Courts, was, in their Opinion, a moft unjuft

Cenfure, and a hard Requital to thofe Perfons, who, for

$he publick Good, had beftowed fo much of their Time,
and neglected many Opportunities of private Gain.
And as to the Suppofition, that thefe Men, in Refpe£fc

t>f the Salaries, had mifguided the Courts in the Cafe of the

Contract, they made his Majefty a clear and faithful Nar-
rative of their Proceedings in that Bufinefs ; much the fame
in Effect as I have already related it. And they declared,

that the Gentlemen, elected to the two great Salaries, a-

gainft which the opponent Faction chiefly exclaimed,, did,

Hi fu^dry times, both in publick aj>d private,, qfe all poffi-i
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ble Endeavour and Induftry, to keep themfelves from being

chofen : But that the Company's Experience of their Faith-

fulnefs and Ability, had caufed them to be elecled, and in S:r

a manner forced to thofe Employments, againft their Wills :
Wy

And that they had fince, in feveral Courts, as much as in

them lay, furrendered their Offices ; but their Refignatior*

would never be received or admitted by the Company.
2. It was objected, that the Courts were overawed, efpe-

cially in the Bufinefs of the Contract.

To which it was replied, that it was a ftrange Boldnefa

in any, efpecially in any of the Company, who knew their

Proceedings therein, to affirm a thing fo manifeftly falfe

and groundlefs ; which the Company were fo perfectly con-
vinced off, that this was one of the principal Caufes, why
Mr. JVrote, who firft broached that Slander, was cenfured

and fufpended. And they told his Majefty, that this Point

had been put to the Vote, often and in different Courts,

when different Perfons were prefent, and it had always been
imanimoufly adjudged a falfe and fcandalous Imputation.

3. It was alledged, that thefe Perfons, when they could

not carry Matters by Plurality of Voices, fpun out the

Courts 'till eleven o'Clock at Night ; by which Means,
thofe, who would have oppofed their Schemes, being over-

wearied with fo long fitting, departed.

They owned, that the Day, here meant, the Courts

fat 'till about ten o'Clock. But they gave his Majefty th«

Reafons of it : That many long Courts were to be read and
examined ; that Mr. Wrote s Affair took up much Time 5
and that they were afterwards obliged, to enter upon feve-*

ral Points relating to the Contract, which mult be then de-

termined, or elfe deferred for above three Months, till the

next Quarter Court ; and that this would have been much
to the Prejudice of that Bufinefs, as they daily expected the

Arrival of a great Quantity of Tobacco. But as to what

was chiefly infinuated by this Objection, they declared it to

be utterly falfe. For altho' fome perhaps departed before

the Rifing of the Court, yet not one of the opponent Party

went away ; and at the very lau% when the Queftion was

put, there were, befides divers Noblemen and Knights, a-

bout an hundred Perfons in the Court.

4. It was alledged, that whilft the Contract was in Agi-

tation, the Courts were purpofely put off, for feven Weekst

together ; that fome Planters who were fhortly to go away,

might not have Opportunity to complain againft it.

This Objection they averred to be manifeftly Life and

Impofiible. For the Contract, which could only be ratified

m a Qi-arter Court, was concluded upon at their laft Mid-
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1623. fummcr Quarter Court, when all the old Planters, being

* v--r-
/ about thirty in Number, were, or might have been in the

Sir Francis Court ; for none went away, till about eight Weeks after.

Wjat, Go- Nether- could it then be dilcovered, that any of them were
ern°r

* difcontented with it ; but on the contrary, fome c.rgued very

earneftly for it. And befides, it was untrue, that the Courts

were at all put off fo long. For altho', by the Orders of

the Companies, there might be a Ceflation of their Meet-

ings, in the long Summer Vacation, when the Noblemen

and Gentlemen of principal Figure and Corifequcnce were

in the Country, unlefs there fhould occur fome extraordinary

and prefling Occafion, yet the Courts met more frequently

that Summer, than had been ufual at fuch Times, by rea-

fon of fending out feveral Ships, and with them the Com*
pany's Orders and Directions to the Colonies.

5. It was confidently affirmed, that the Virginia Plan-

ters had petitioned his Majefty, to bring all theirTobacco
into England ; and that this Petition was, by the Officers of

the Company, fupprefTed.

In Confutation of this, they referred to the original Peti-

tion itfelf, then in the Hands of the Lord High Treafurer

;

and they faid, that no Man, that had ever feen that Peti-

tion, and had not a Mind wilfully to put Wrongs upon the

Company, could ever fcrew fuch a Senfe out of it. They
likewife gave his Majefty an Account of the Occafion of the

Petition, and the Rcafon why it was not prefented ; the

lame, that has been already given, in the foregoing Parts of

this Hiftory.

6. It was objected, that no Bufinefs could be done in

their Courts, by rcafon of Faction and Wrangling.

To this they anfwered, that it was an odd thing, for

Men to complain of that, wherein themfclves were princi-

pally faulty. Yet they denied this to be true, in fo general

and extenfive a Senfe ; altho' it muft be confefied, that fome
difcontented Perfons, who had lately joined together to op-

pofe the Contract, had long waited for all Oceafions, to

raife Troubles and Contentions in the Companies j whofe
Faces, for feveral Years paft, had never been feen in the

Courts, except when they came to raife a Tempeft and
DiflurDance. However, they aftured his Majefty, that

this Faction, when they had muflered all their Forces, and
fent for their whole Strength out of the Country, amounted
to but twenty fix Perfons ; whereas the Virginia Com-
pany, in particular, confined of about a thoufand Adventu-
rers, and oftentimes two hundred, or more, were afiembled

at once. So that this Objection of Faction and Wrangling

muft: necgftarily return t>aU mi refktt themfelvts ; as



ranci

BookV, The History of VIRGINIA.
in all well-governed Societies, the major Part was ever un-

derftood to involve the Confent of the minor, which, by

'

making Oppofition and Clamour, did undoubtedly thereby s
jj

Fr

render thcmfelves the factious Party.
!

'

•
G°-

y. It was objected, that the Government of the Com-
panies, as it then flood, was democratical and tumultuous,

and ought therefore to be altered, and reduced into the

Hands of a Few. And this was properly argumentum ad
hominem, and very weighty in the Eyes of that Prince ; who
had a noted Averfion to all republican Forms of Govern-
ment, and was, in Truth, for a Monarchy, in the ftriclieffc

and higheft Senfe of the Word.
However, the Company replied, that as to the Tu-

multuoufnefs objected, it was already anfwered in the for-

mer Article of Faction, and plainly appeared to proceed only

from themfelves. And as to the Democracy, they faid,

that the Government of the Companies was no other, than

what was prefcribed in his Majefty's Letters-patent ; and it

was a bold Cenfure, thus to tax a Government, ordained

and conftituted by fuch an Authority. But yet they denied

this Allegation to be juft, or that their Government was
properly democratical. For the Companies had not fupreme

Authority over the People of the Plantations, but governed

them by an Authority derived from the King, according

to his Laws, and were accountable to his Majefty for their

Conduct; and therefore that Government could not pro-

perly be termed democratical, where the King was fupreme*

and where the People fwore Allegiance only to him. And
they added farther, that the Companies were fo far from
having fupreme Power over the People of the Colonies, that

when any Man had committed Offences*., of what high Na-
ture fo ever (as lately appeared by two notorious Inftances)

if they could efcape Punifhment in the Plantations, where

th*. Companies had Power, by his Majefty's Letters-patent,

to call them to Trial and Account, they might, there in

England, outface the Companies (as thofe two did) and

they could have no Means of Redrefs, but by appealing to

higher Juftice.

However, they owned, that, according to his Ma-
jefty's Inftitution, their Government had fome Shew of *

democratical Form ; which was neverthelefs, in that Cafe,

the moft juft and profitable, and* moft conducive to the Ends

and Effea aimed at thereby. For thofe Plantations, tho'

much furthered by his Majefty's Grace, were yet chiefly

founded by the Purfes of private Men ; who would never

have adventured their Fortunes in fuch an Enterpnfe, if, in

file Regulation, aid Gcve«tta«H5 of the Bufoeft, their own
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1623. Votes and Opinions had not been admitted. Befidcs which,
*—^/
—

' fuch infant Undertakings often called for large and fpeedy
Sir Francis Supplies, which could not be fent, but by the Purfes of

Snor
G°" mv-nY ^en

'
wno

>
ha(1 their Vo 'ces been exduded, and

the Management committed to a Few, would not perhaps

have been over-forward and hafty in contributing towards

their Relief.

Lastly, they obferved, that the opponent Faftion

cried out loudly againft Democracy, and yet called for O-
ligarchy ; which would, as they conceived, make the Go-
vernment neither of better Form, nor more monarchial.

But they however hereby difcovered their Aim and Defire,

which was to draw all things into their own Hands and

Power, as had been fufHciently manifested before, by fome

of their late Steps and Actions.

Having thus given Anfwers to the mod material Scan-

dals againft the Companies, they next proceeded, to inform

his M^efty of the true Caufes, tho' difguifed, why thefe

twenty lix, by their fecret Whifperings and Iniinuations,

and by their continual under-hand Practices, fo much la-

boured, to difgrace the Government of the Companies, and

in Effect, to bring the Plantations to utter Ruin. And they

allured his Majefty, that, whatever Imputations they might

lay on the Companies behind their Backs, they never yet

had the Confidence, openly to avow and maintain them in

their Courts, but always qualified them with fuch Diftinc-

tions and Equivocations, as amounted to a flat Denial of

what they had (kid. And
1. The firft Caufe of thefe Mens Malice, was the ill

Affection of the old Officers ; out of whofe Hands (the Co-
lonies having not profpered under them) the Government
was necefiarily taken ; and their Profpeiity fincc, implying

the evident Benefit of that Removal, and a manifeft Proof

of their ill Government, it had fo offended them, that they

endeavoured, the better to cover that Fault, by publicfc

Disturbances, and private Practice and Confederation, to

interrupt the prefent Profperity of the Colonies, and to ble-

mifh the Reputation, and difturb the Peace of the Compa-
nies : And that, to this End, they had not forborn to fet tor

their Hands in Attefiution of molt falfe und fcandalous Peti-

tions } frequently to lay Imputations themfeives on the

Courts ; fometimes to procure Complaints from others a-

gainft them ; and at all rimes to yield a pubiick Encourage-

ment and Protection to fuch FerLns, as had done Wrongs
or were declared Enemies, to the Companies.

2. The fecond Caufe was, that the principal of thofe

Citizens, and fgme others, who, hud wove themfeives into

tho
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the Oppofition, were for the moft Part fuch, as had for- i&2 3-

merly borne Office, either in the Companies, or the Plan- v—v

—

rations; who having not cleared their many Accounts (fome f
ra

%*l
of which were very fufpicious) and being prefled by the .•

Companies, ufed all the Art, that Malice could invent, to

do Prejudice, and give Difturbance, to the preftnt Govern-

ment ;
hoping, by that means to fhroud themfelves from a

due Examination, and lb, in the Storm and Confufion, to

gooff, unconvicted and unpunifhed.

3. Some others of thefe Opponents, of a different Rank
and Quality, had either been concerned in fpoiling and fleec-

ing the Plantations, and in fetting forth a piratical Ship,

called the Treafurer ; or elfe had abetted and protected thofe,

who had done it, with fuch Violence, as was greatly to the

Offence, Scandal, andW rong of the Company. But their

Ends not fully anfwering their Expectations, they had there-

fore abandoned the Virginia Courts, except when they came

to raife Troubles and Diffentions, in order, by that means,'

to keep the Company from calling thofe Offences into

Queftion.

4. Mo st of the Twenty-fix were involved in fome, or

all thefe Caufes of Diffeniion ; and the few that remained^

were either Servants to, or had neceffary Dependency upon,'

fome of the reft.

La stl Y, they went on to propofe fome Remedies, to

prevent the like Inconveniences and Difturbances for the fu-

ture. Since therefore thefe Colonies were chiefly fettled,'

for the Honour of his Majefty's Times, in propagating the

Cbrijiian Religion in thofe barbarous Parts ; for the Enlarge-

ment of his Dominions ; for the Encreafe of his Revenue

for the enriching his People ; and for the future Strength

and Ornament of the Kingdom of England ; they befought

his Majefty, to give Countenance and Encouragement ti

their Labours ; to believe well of the Companies, and not

give too ready a Credit to the-malicious and pre-concerted

Informations of fome of their Members ; and to grant them

fome fuch prefeht Teftimony of his good Opinion, and gra-

cious Acceptance of their Endeavours, by Letter or other-

wife, as might do Honour to the Company, and ftrengthen

their Authority. And this they were the rather induced to

hope,' as the late great Breach in the Companies had been

occasioned, by their Eorwardnefs and Def;re, to advance

his Majefty's Profit and Revenue by the Contrr.£t. And

they farther befought his Majefty, to be gracioufly pleafed

to declare his Intention, that, in all Bufinefs of the Courts

for the future, they fhould be left freely to govern them-

felves, by their Charters and Laws i and withal,- to gtt t

' U prefentJ
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1623. prcfent Order to the Lords of the Privy Council, that, if

v— there fhould he any fuch private Confpiracy, Confederation,

S r Franc lt or Oppofition, as the Companies themfelves could neither

remedy nor punifh, to affbrti them their Help and Afliftancc,

in the Remedy and Punifhment of the fame. And laftly

they prayed, that for fuch, as had been accufed of henious

Crimes, committed in the Plantations, and had thence efca-

ped, and then braved the Companies in England, his Ma-
jerry would be gracioufly pleafed, to extend his Power, and

fend them back to the Plantations, there to receive their juft

and legal Trials. And by thefe Afliftances, the Companies

would be enabled, chearfully to proceed, and in fhort time

fo to advance thofe great and noble Undertakings, as would

give his Majefty full Content, and juft Caufe to believe,

that thefe his Favours had been well beftowedj and rightly

ufed.

The Earl of Southampton was not prefent, when thefe

things parted ; and as he was obnoxious at Court, and had

received fome ill Ufage from it, it may be furmifed, that he

kept out of the Way purpofcly, to avoid being farther em-

broiled. But it is, I think, much more agreeable to the

Character of that worthy and patriot Nobleman, to fup-

pofe, that he did not defert his Station in fuch a Manner,

but was abfent on other juft and neceflary Occafions. Ih

his Abfence therefore, thefe two Papers (together with a

Petition to his Majefty, to refer the Hearing of the Com'
plaints of Alderman Jobnfon and his Aflbciatts, to the Body

of his molt Honourable Privy Council) were committed to

Lord CavendiJJ), Lord Delairarr, Sir Edward Sackvil, Sir

Jcbn Erode, and Colonel Ogle, to take the firft proper Op-

portunity to prefent them to his Majefty, and to make

Choice of fuch others of the Company, as they thought

fit, to attend them.

This Court alfo, at Mr. Deputy Farrar's Motion,

conferred the Freedom of the Company on Carew Ralegh

Efq; the only furviving Son of Sir Walter. He had gone,

after his Father's Death, a Gentleman Commoner, to Wad-
ham College, in Oxford ; where he continued his Studies,

about five Years. About this time, being yet fcarce twenty

Years of Age, he came up to London, and went to Court

;

hoping by the Favour of William, Earl of Pembroke, ha

noble Kinfman, to obtain fome Redrefs, in the Hardlhip*

and Wrongs done him. But the King did not like hi*

Countenance there ; and faid, that he appeared in his Court,

like his Father's Ghoft. Wherefore, by the Earl's Advice,

he removed himfelf from his Majefty 's Sight, and went

upon his Travels, till a more favourably Conjuncture fhould

fcftcr.
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offer. But however fixed this Monarch might be in his

Antipathy, and however fteady and conftant in doing an

eternal Dishonour to his own Judgment and Fame, by dif- S!r branch

gracing and deprefling every thing that had Relation to
Go*

this Great Man, the Virginia Company feems to have had

a quite different Notion of things. For tliey willingly em-
braced the Pretence, of Sir Waiter Raleigh's being the firft

Difcoverer of Virginia, to teftify their Refpe£f. to his Me-
mory and Merit, by conferring extraordinarily, upon his

Son, the Freedom of the Company, and a Voice in their

Courts. And he accordingly appears at their Courts, com-
monly ranked with the Knights, till June the next Year,

at which time, it may be fuppofed, he went on his Tra-
vels.

Soon after this, authentic Copies of Alderman John-

fon's Petition and Captain Butler's Information were, by
fome Perfon, fent to the Company ; which being publickly

and diftinctly read, the Court was informed by Perfons of

Worth, that this Report, in particular, of the Unhealthi-

hefs of the Country, and of the Colony's being feated

among Bogs and Marfhes, having been induftrioufly fpread

by Captain Butler and his Aflbciates, not only over all

Parts of the City, but likev/ife into divers Parts of the

Country, was likely to ftop many hundreds of People, who
were preparing to tranfport themfelves thither ; and that it

was therefore abfolutely nccefiary, to make an immediate

Enquiry about that Matter. Whereupon fome, then pre-

fent, who had been long and often in Virginia, affirmed

Upon their certain Knowledge, that, at all the Plantations

on the main River, they might land, with Boats drawing

three Foot Water, from half Flood to half Ebb, fafe and

dry, without wetting their Foot ; and that they had found,

by their own Experience, the Air to be as wholcfome, and

the Soil for the moft part, as fertile, as in any Part of En-

gland, or of any other Country, where they had been.

But the better to obviate the ill Confequences and Calum-

nies of Captain Butler's Information, an Anfwer was drawn

up in Writing againft the next Meeting of the Company,

and fubferibed by the kev. Mr. William Meafe, a Minuter,

who had lived ten Years in Virginia ; by one Mr. John

Proffer, a Man of good Sort, who iiad lived there fourteen

Years ; and by fourteen others, Mafters of Ships, Mari-

ners, and Inhabitants, who had been and lived, fome more

and fome lefs, in the Country, and were perfectly ac-

quainted with the River, and all Parts of the Colony.

This Anfwer, which they declared themfelves ready to

juftify upon Oath, contained a flat Denial and Difproof of
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1613. the feven firft Articles of Butler's Information. As to the

—v three hit* they left them to be anfwered by the Governor

^"q" and Company, as relating immediately to themfelves, and

vernor
°"

containing things, either above their Determination, or out

of their Knowledge. And as this Writing contained the

Teftimony of Eye-witnefles to Matters of Fact, it agreed

fo exactly in Subltance with an Anfwer, afterwards return-

ed from Virginia by the Governor and General Aflembly,

that I fhall not detain the Reader, at prefent, with an Ab-
ftiuct of it, but fliall refer to that more authentic TeftimO'

ny of the whole Body of the Colony, which will be here-

after recited, in it's proper Time and Place.

But befides this Difproof of Captain Butler's Informa-

tion, the farther to detect and expofe his malicious De-
figns and unfair Proceedings, two Papers were produced in

Court, and admitted to Record, under the Hands of Jofa
Severne, Mafters-mate, and "John Lowe, Boatfwain, of the

'James. In thefe they affirmed, that coming, one Morn-
ing, to Captain Nathaniel Butler, about fome Bufinefs, the

faid Captain brought a Writing in his Hand, and began to

read fome Part of it ; telling them, he had been with the

King, and protefting, the Writing was for the Good of the

Country. Whereupon they, being in great Hiifte, having

heard a few Lines only read, and not attending much to

the Matter, and befides conceiving Captain Butler to be a

very honeft Man, did readily fet their Hands to the faid

Writing. But having fince underftood, that it was in Dif-

grace and Difparagement of the Country, they, the fafd

John Severne and John Lowe, did thereby difavow the faid

Writing, as falfe and unjuft; and farther protefted, that,

upon their Oaths, they muft declare the contrary. And all

thefe Proofs of his wilful Malice and Injuftice did Captain

Butler fit in the Court and hear, and calmly demanded a

Copy of the Anfwer to his Information.

But as his Majefty intended, in Compliance with the

Petitions of both Alderman John/on and the Company, to

appoint Commiflioners to enquire into all thefe Matters and

Allegations, the Court thought it proper, to prepare be-

times to make their Defence. To this End, as the Com-
pany confifted of many Members of both Houfes of Parlia-

ment, they were naturally led to the Parliamentary Me-
thods of proceeding, and refolved themfelves into a grand

Committee of the whole Company, which had Power, to

fubftitute and ordain other Sub-Committees, for expediting

Matters ; that fo the Bufinefs, being parted among many
Hands, might be the more fpeedily and better accompliihed.

And now having Copies of Alderman John/on's and Cap-
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tain Butlers Complaints, they Coon after drew up direct

and particular Anfwers to them both.

In Anfv/er to Alderman Johnforts Petition, they ob-
J»

ferved, that it was founded upon three main Allegations :

Firft, that the former Government, under Sir Thomas Smith,

asTreafurer, and Mr. Canning and himfelf, as Deputy*

Treafurers, was mild and difcreet ; whereby all Sorts of

Perlbns were induced to engage themfelves in that great

and difficult A&ion, which thence proceeded in a raoft

hopeful Way, and with Peace and Concord ; whereas it

had of late come to pafs, that their Love and Unity at

home were turned into civil Difcord and Diffenfion ; and

that divers of the ancient Adventurers and Planters con-

ceived themfelves, to be many ways injured, abufed and

opprefled.

To this they replied : That as to the Government at

home in thofc times, all his Majefty's particular Inftrudtions
.

therein were clean fuppreffed and extinguifhed, and the

Originals no longer extant ; and that there were no Orders

made for the Government of the Company, except now

and then one, upon prefent Occafion. And as to the Go-

vernment abroad in the Colony, it was, for the moft part,

left abfolutely to the Governor's Will and Pleafurc ;
only

inftead of a Body of moderate Laws, agreeable to the Con-

ftitution and Government of England, tliere was printed at

home, and with great Honour dedicated to Sir Thomas

Smith, and afterwards by him fent to Virginia, by his own

Authority, and without the Company's Order or Content,

a Book of moft truculent Laws, written in Blood ;
winch,

altho' they might ferve for Martial Government in time of

War, being tranflated moft of them from the Martial

Laws of the United Provinces, yet were abfolutely deftrue-,

tive of all the native Rights and Liberties of Enghjb &ti*

lefts, and very far from deferving the Name of amild Go-

vernment, here given it by the Petitioners : And tnat, for

thisCaufe, People in England were deterred from going

over in Perfon, to live there urtder fuch bloody and tyran-

nical Laws, and mtflfftf his Majefty's Subjects in

ma were put tomoibunjuft and undeferved Deaths But

moft efpecially, fuch a Weapon was hereby put into the

Hands of one of the Governors, a Kinfman of Sir ThornyS that he, in a manner, fpoifed1 and deftroyed thcwhde

Colony, as was ftill extant and to be feen, in the Letters of

Sir Thomas Smith himfelf and Akierman John/on.

That the Confequence of this Mifgovernment was,

that the Colony was wafted to a few hundreds of Peo-

ple, who. had aevmhelefs no Intent to proceed m the PLm~

^ 3



284 7/^ History of VIRGINIA. Book V.

16Z3. tation, but being deftitute of Food, both fpiritual and tem-
y—sr— poral, cried out loudly againft the Company, for Injuftice

Sir Francis anc] Cruelty 5 being fome times, in Defpair, all (hipped to

vuiior

G°'
return, aiia" at other times, in Revenge, adopting to them-

felves new Patrons and Defenders againft their bad Govern-

ment. And that Adventurers at home did indeed, at firft,

come plentifully in, as to a new Thing ; but that, at laft,

they abandoned the Courts, and refufed to pay their Mo7

nies fubfcrioed j / for which being fued, they pleaded in

Chancery, upon their Oaths, that the Monies were not

converted to the Ufe intended, but to particular Men's

Gains ; and that no Accounts were kept, or were at leaft

to be feen. But on the contrary, they faid, what Refor-

mations had been made, and what Meafures taken, in Point

of Government, for the four laft Years, might be appa-

rent to all Men ; and that their Labours herein had given

fuch Satisfaction to the Plantations, that the Colony of Vir-

ginia had, in particular, by a publick Act in their General

Aflembly, returned Thanks to the Company, for their

great Luve, Juftice, and Care.

As for Difcord and DilTenfion, they acknowledged,

within the Compafs of the four laft Years, there had been

fome great Rents made in the Council and Company ; but

that thefe proceeded wholly from the Alderman and his

Party, the greateft Number of whom were fcldom feen in

their Courts, but when they came to raife, or to nourifh,

this very Difcord and Faction, they here complained of.

And as to the Wrongs and OppreiTion of the ancient Ad-

venturers and Planters, they chail-nged him to fhew, that

the Juftice, which it was in the Company's Power to give,

had ever been denied to any Man whatfoever ; much lefs

had the Goods of fome particular Perfons in the Colonies,

by private Directions and underhand Letters, been taken

violently from them, contrary to all Jafticc and due Courfe

of Law, and confign-d into the Hands of their potent Ad-

verfaries in England ; as was notorioufly done, in the Cafe

of Captain Miles Kendal, formerly Governor of Bermuda^
who was fpoiled by Captain Butler, his Succeffor, of four-

teen Negroes, granted him by a Dutch Captain, under a

falfe and groundlefs Pretence, that they belonged to their

piratical Ship, the Treasurer.

The fecond Allegation of Alderman Jobnfon's Petition

was : That, under the former Government, they had

Peace with the Indians, by which means fundry of thofe

Infidels, and fome of eminent Rank, were converted to the

Cbrijlian Religion ; whereas, of late, there had been a

Mauacre and Hoftility between the Natives and the Colony
pf Virginia. I M
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In Anfwer to this, they denied, that except Pocahontas 1623.

(whom they here call Matoax) there had happened any *—v

—

*

thing of Note in the Converfion of thofe Infidels, under Si

J
Fra"c,t

Sir Thomas Smith's Adminiftration. And they farther af- P
9*"

firmed, that, during his time, the Englijh were almoft in

a continual War and Hoftility with the Indians ; and that,

in particular, Captain Argall came away, in the laft Part

of that tiire, and left unpunifhed the Murder of ten of the

Englijh, by a Party of the Chickahominies. But on the

contrary, how great, and what chargeable Attempts, had

been made, within the laft four Years, for the Converfion

and Education of thofe Infidels, was fufficiently evident,

from the Plantation for the College ; on which, notwith-

ftanding the late MafTacre, they conceived, there were yet

remaining fixty Tenants, or thereabouts. And the Com-*

pany had indeed, in their firft Letter after the Knowledge
of the Malfacre, propofed Methods, and given ftridt Or-
ders, to the Governor and Council, for the Renewal of the

College, and Refettlement of it's Lands; but Means being

wanting, the Governor and Council could do nothing in it

to EffliSv. However they promifed, that that pious Work
fhould, by the Divine Affiftance, again proceed, in due

time. And as to the Hoftility with the Indians , they de*

clared, there had been none, within the four laft Years, be-

fore the late treacherous and bloody Maffacre ; which had

it not happened, thefe Maligners muft have been mute,

and would have had nothing to alledge to the Difgrace of

the Company and Plantation.

The third Allegation of the Alderman's Petition was :

That, in the firft twelve Years, divers Staple-Commodities

began to be raifed and imported into England ; whereas, of

Jate Years, the aforefaid Commodities did not appear.

They replied, that this Objection reflected ftrongly on)

the Objector himfelf. They owned, that fome Samples of

thofe Commodities had been, by the Induftry of Sir Thomas

Dale, fent home, in the ninth and tenth Years of the firft

twelve ; but that none had appeared, in the two laft, un-

der the Government of Captain Argall. The Reafon of

which was, that the Magazine being then on foot, whereof

the Alderman v/as Director, it plcafed him, to fet no Price

upon any other Commodity, except Tobacco and Saflafras,

being Commodities of his own Trade, and for the greateft

Part whereof he himfelf became t'.e Company's Chapman j

and that, by this means, all Endeavours for thofe other

Commodities were abandoned, and the Colony poffeffed

with that doating Affeaion for Tobacco, which the Com^

pany had not Once, with all their Care, been able to ex-c

1 V 4 ttagMuk
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linguifh. And they then proceeded, to recount their late

Endeavours for raifing divers Commodities ; which had in-

deed lately received a fore Interruption from the Mall'acre,

but it wab their Intent and Refutation, fhortly again to re-

itore and fet them up.

A s for that Pretence, that the Petition aimed at no other

End, but that after the Work of fome neceffary Reforma-

tion, the Work of the Plantations might be again renewed

and profper
j
they faid, they were obliged, therein to de-

tect the Alderman's unclear Proceedings. For it mould be

jui ified againft him, by undeniable Proof : That he had

laboured of late, by itrange and falfe Allegations, to dif-

courage fome Perfons of Eminence and Fortune, from fa-

vouring or proceeding in the Enterprife : That he had

brow-beaten and found Fault with fuch, as had commended

the Country, fo much extolled formerly by himfelf, in fun-

dry printed Treatifes ; and had declared, that the World

had been cheated* and deluded by Virginia ; That he had

laid, there were too many of the Englijh Nation there al-

ready ; that the Staple-Commodities, fpoken of, would

come to nothing j that the Iron was bafe, and not worth

the Freight ; the Grapes four, and the Climate improper

for Wine ; that the Mulberry Trees had a Prickle in them,

which deffroyed the Silk-worms, when they came to any

!pignefs ; nd that the Converfion of the Infidels was a vain

and impoflible Attempt, they being uefcended of the cur-

ie ' Rac of Hum. And now, whether a Perfon of this

Malice . nd Virulency of Difpofition was a proper Inftru-

lninc to work out the Good of the Colonies, they left to

{he Judgment of all clear and impartial Minds.

Lastly, touching the Iffue of the Petition, that all,

Ahufes might be examined and reformed, the Company de-

fjareid, they willingly concurred with the Petitioners there-

in, but could not forbear remarking their too evident Par-

tiality. For they deiired only, that the Accounts fince Sir

j%ontas Smith's Time might be examined, which had al-

w:is been fairly kept, and legally audited, according to the

Orders of the Court, (except by one only of the Petitioner's,

Society) and yef they puffed the Accounts of the former

Years over in Silence, which were nevcrthelefs three times

as large, and thrice three times more questionable.

I N their Anfwer to Captain Butler's Information, they

recited, that the feven fnil Articles had been anfwercd by

(ixteeh Fye-witnefies of the Matters alledged, Men of un-

fiueltionabvle Character and Veracity, who were ready, at

any time, to juftify the fame upon their Oaths. They
therefore referred to ihzt, as being the higheft and moil

uncx-
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unexceptionable Evidence, that could be had in fuch a 1623.

Cafe ; and they proceeded themfelves, to give Anfwers to v—sf—

*

the three laft Articles. But as the Anfwer, afterwards re- Sir Frand^

turned from Virginia by the Governor and General Af-
'FyCt> Go~

fembly, was much the fame in Purport with this, I fhall

ftill, to avoid all tedious and needlefs Repetition, refer to

that, hereafter to be given. But as to Butler's laft Claufe,

of the Confufions and private Ends of fome of the Com-
pany in England, and of the bad Execution of their Agents

iu Virginia, they befought his Majefty, that he might not

be permitted to wander in fuch general and indeterminate

Accufations, which only tended to Slander and Defamation,

but might be obliged to make an exprefs and particular

Difcovery of thofe Perfons and Meafures before the Com-
miffioners, that were foon to be appointed. And in the

mean while, they protefted againft it, as calumnious and

imjuft, and of the felf-fame Truth with the reft of his In-

formations.

Mr. Berhlock alfo defired, that a fhort Paflage, out of

one of Sir Thomas Dale's Letters to Sir Thomas Smith, might

be read ; which he had accidentally happened upon, in pe-

rufing the Company's Books, by Order of the Court. This

was dated in June 1 61 3, and has been already mentioned

and extracted. In it, he defires them not to be gulled by

the clamorous Reports of bafe People, but to believe Caleb

and Jojhua, and gives a very great and lavifh Commenda-
tion of the Country ; which Mr. John Smith declared to

agree exadtly, with what he, and divers other Perfons of

Worth, had heard from his own Mouth in England; and

Mr. Copeland affirmed, that Sir Thomas Dale had told him

the fame in Effeft, at Japan in the Eajl-Indies. There

was alfo read Part of a Letter from Sir Samuel Argall to

the Company, dated in July 161 7, highly commending the

Healthinefs and Convenicncy of James-Town. To thefe

was added, at the Lord Cavendijh's Motion, a long Decla-

ration, by his Majefty's Council for Virginia, and the prin-

cipal Affiftants for the Somer-l/lands ; in which, they plain-

ly, and without Difguife or Palliation, laid open the whole

Scene of the Earl of Warwick's Proceedings, with the ini^

quitous Pradices of himfelf and his Faction, but moft efpe-

cially of his po grand Inftruments of Rapine, Sir Samuel

Argall and Captain Butler. This long and particular Rela^

tion has been of Angular Service, and given great Light, 111

the fuller Deteaion of their fraudulent Arts and Manage-

ment ; but as it contains nothing materially different from

the foregoing Relation of their Proceedings, I fhall eafe both

Jnyfelf and the Reader from the Trouble of an Abftradl.
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1623. All thefe publick Acts, Declarations, and Teftimonials
I

—

v—* were laid before his Majefty, the Lords of the Privy Coun-
fh Francis cil, and the Commiffioners. For, two Days after this, on
ifyat, Go-

the th of Mah a Commifiion iflued, under the Great Seal

of England^ to Sir William Jones, Knight, one of his Ma-
jefty's juftices of the Court of Common Pleas, Sir Nicholas

Fortcfcue, Sir Francis Gofton, Sir Richard Sutton, Sir Wil-

liam Pit, Sir Henry Bourchier, and Sir Henry Spilman,

Knights, or any four of them, to examine and enquire into

all Matters and Bufinefies, any ways relating or appertain-

ing to the Plantations of Virginia and the Somer-ljlands,

Altho' the Points, to be enquired into, ran very much, in

this Commiffion, according to the general Heads, and even

the very Words, of the latter Part of Alderman Johnfon's

Petition, yet the Lords of the Privy Council had the Alder-

man's Partiality reformed, and their Enquiry was not con-

fined to the four h& Years, but extended to all Ads and

Things, from the firft Incorporation of the Companies,

and Settlement of the Colonies. Who thefe Commiffioners

were, and what were their real Characters and Conduct

through Life, I cannot fay. I only find, that Cambden, \x\

his Annals for the Year 1619, briefly mentions Forte/cue,

Gofton, Sutton, and Pit, late Commiffioners for the Navy,

and for Domeftick Affairs, to be then knighted.

From this time, all Letters from the Colonies, both

publick and private, were intercepted by his Majefty 's

Command ; in order to furprife, and find out, any fecret

Combinations and underhand Practices of the Companies,

pr their Officers. All their Books and Records were like-

wife fequefk-red, by an Order of the Privy Council ; and

both the Mr. Farrars, the Deputy-Treafurers to the two
Companies, v/ere laid under Arreft, and confined. I can-

not difcover, by what Colour or Pretence this was done ;

but it was a great Interruption, in preparing the Company's
Bufinefs, which was to be laid before the Commiffioners.

For their Defence depended entirely on their Books and,

Records, from which, they doubted not, to make their

Innocency abundantly appear.
^
And they were fo fenfible

of the Prejudice, that would arife to the Companies, by
their Deputies Reftraint, who were their greateft Accomp-
tants, and by reafon of their Places, the moft converfant

of all others in the Bufinefs of late Years, that they peti-

tioned the Privy Council, fo far at leaft to fet them at Li-

berty, that they might be able to go forward with the Com-
pany's Bufinefs, and attend the Commiffioners. And their

Books were accordingly foou sifter reltored, arid the Depu-r
ties releafed.
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But from thefe, and other difcouraging Circumftances,

it was an eafy Matter to conjecture, what was aimed at,

and how things were going. And therefore the great Of- S r

fleers of the Company, the Earl of Southampton, Sir Edwin *

Sandys, and the two Farrars, through whofe Hands all the

Company's Bufinefs and Money had of late Years palled,

fued out their general Acquittances in the Court. And as

their Accounts had undergone the Examination of the

Company's Auditors, and had kid, all their legal time, and
fome much longer, open in the Courts, for any Perfon to

examine, and make Exceptions againft them, their Dif-

charges were granted, under the legal Seal, by a chearful

and unanimous Concurrence of the whole Company. The
Proportions of Land, formerly granted, were ?.lfo confirm-

ed to them in the ftrongeft Manner, and Mr. John Farrar
had the belt Security, they could give him, for three hun-
dred and twenty Pounds, which he had taken up at Intereft,

for the Ufe, and by the Order of the .Company ; all their

Effects from Virginia being ordered, to be configned into

his and his Brother Nicholas Farrar's Hands (who was like-

wife foon after found to be about eighty Pounds in Advance
for the Company) till their Ballances, with all other Da-
mages incident thereto, were difcharged.

In Coniideration of the ill Confequences, of having con-

tinued Sir Thomas Smith fo many Years in the Place of

Treafurer, the Company had made it a {landing Rule and

Order, that no Perfon, after that, mould hold the Place of

Treafurer or Deputy, above three Years together. The
Earl of Southampton's three Years being therefore now ex-

pired, Lord Cavendijh and Lord Paget were named, to

'ftand in Election to fucceed him. The King had always

been endeavouring, to get fuch a Perfon chofen into that

Place of chief Government, as fhould be perfectly fubmif-

five to his Pleafure and Command. And now, on the Day
of Election, the Court received a Letter from his Majefty,

Signifying ; That he had appointed Commiffioners, to exa-

mine into the prefent State of the Colony of Virginia ;

and as he expected to receive, within a few Days, fome

Account of their Labours therein, it was his Will and

Pleafure, that all Officers fhould continue, as they were;

and that they fhould not proceed to any new Election, be-

fore the Morrow fortnight after, at the fooneft. This un-

expected Order, and myfterious Reafon, caufed a long and

general Silence in the Court. But at length, confidering,

that they were reftrained, by their Charters, to Quarter

Courts only for the Election of Officers j and that, all Of-

fices expiring that Day, their Government would become
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1623. void, and their Patents forfeited, unlefs fomething was done

1—v—' therein, they continued all Officers in their Places, not a
Sir Francis Fortnight longer, but 'till the next Quarter Court, when

vtmor
G

' onty kle&ion could legally be made. And thus, the King

never after having exprefled his Pleafure herein, and the

Company, to avoid Mifconftrudtion, forbearing to do any

thing, 'till his Majefty's Pleafure was farther known, the

Earl of Southampton and Mr. Nicholas Farrar were, from

time to time, continued in their Places, 'till the Suppreflion

of the Courts and Diflolution of the Company.
In fome of the intercepted Letters from Virginia, the

Lords of the Privy Council found great Complaints of the

Scarcity of Provifions. This had been occasioned by the

MafTacre, and the confequent War with the Indians
; by

which much of their Corn and Stocks had been deftroyed,

and a general Interruption given to the Culture of their

Lands. Their Lordftiips therefore called the Deputy, and

a few more of the Company, before them ; and acquaint-

ing them therewith, commanded them, to fend an imme-
diate Relief to the Colony. And they propofed, that the

whole Company fhould be obliged to contribute their Parts

towards it, according to the Number of each Man's Shares,

by rating them at twenty, or at leaft ten Shillings, a Share ;

and that they mould be compelled to pay the fame, by an

Order of that Board. But Mr. Farrar and his AfTociates

feem, not to have been perfectly convinced of the Legality

of fuch a Proceeding ; and conceived themfelves to have no
Power by Law, to lay fuch a general Afl'efment on the Com-
pany, without their Confent. Wherefore, after much De-
bate, they prevailed on their Lordlhips, to permit them to

proceed, in their ufual Method of voluntary Subfcriptions.

And as the opponent Faction had been loud before the Lords
of the Council, and prefled much the fending a fpeedy Sup-
ply, thereby endeavouring to infmuate and reflect on the

Negligence and fmifter Views of the Company, a Roll of

Subfcription was prepared purpofely, and prcfented to them,
to fubferibe by themfelves j and Sir Edward Sackvil earn-

eftly entreated them, to be liberal and exemplary in their

Contributions, fince they had exprefled, before the Council,

fo tender a Senfe of the diftrefled State of the Colony. But
they had the Confidence to withftand fo ftrong a Snare ; and
the Colony was obliged to the other Side for the Supply, ai

I find intimated, in a Letter from Mr. Deputy Farrar, fen*

at the fame time, in the Name of the Council and Com-
pany. However, it was not of that vaft Ufe and Relief, as

was imagined or pretended. For, as the Deputy and Com*
pany had judged, the Colony had gathered in. their Corn-

before it could poilibly arrive. But^
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But notwithstanding thefe lowering Profpec~ts, and this

unpromifing Afpea of their AfFairs, the Company proceed-

ed chearfully and boldly in their Defence. And therefore, as *

foon as the Commiffioners were known, they deputed Sir
vernor,

Edward Sackvil, Sir Robert Killigrew, and Sir John Da-

vers, to wait upon them, in the Company's Name ; and

to d'eclare their Joy and Satisfaction, in the Commiffion's

being iffued. And they very earneftly and unanimoufly

befouo-ht them, to take into their immediate Confederation

Captain Butler's Information to his Majefty, entitled ; The

unmajked Face of the Colony in Virginia ;
which had given a

deadly Wound to the happy Progrefs and Profpenty of that

Plantation. So that until, by their Wifdom and Integrity,

the Truth mould be difcovered, and the World again pof-

feiled with their former Hopes and good Opinion of that

Colony, it muft undoubtedly languifh, if not fhortly perifh,

for Want of thofe daily Supplies, which its Reputation a-

lone had before raifed, in great Abundance. But I do not

find, that the Commiffioners took the leaft Notice, or did

any thing in Confequence, of this juft and reafonable Re-

queft ; altho' the Company urged it often, as a Point qi

ereat Importance, which required an immediate Examina-

tion and Difpatch. But foon after, they iflued their War-

rant to Mr. Collinvwood, the Secretary, and to all other the

Clerks and Officers of the Virginia Company, to bring

before them, to the Queft-Houfe, adjoining to St. Andrew s

Church in Holborn, all and fingular Letters-patent, Pro-

clamations, Commiffions, Warrants Records, Orders,

Books, Accounts, Entries, and all other Notes and Wri-

tings whatfoever, in their Cuftody. Hereupon the Com-

pany appointed a Committee, confifting of Sir Robert Ktl-

lipLr&r 7^n Davers, Mr Herbert, Mr. Tomlyns Mr

White, Mr. Withers, Mr. Bland, Mr. Barber, and Mr.

Berblock, who fhould all, or any three of them wuh the

Secretary, attend the Commiffioners, from time to time, with

the Letters-patent, Books of Accompt and^^
But thev charged them, at every Riling of the Commii-

W s to bring back the original Letters-patent, and to

£e with them only a Copy; which, they hoped and con-

ce vedT would be fufficient/ The Commiffioners were like-
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i6z3. legations, they, at the fame time, recommended to their

View and Perufal, as a thing relative to that Affair, the

Fmnds Declaration or* the Council for Virginia and of the princi-

' pal Afnihnts of the Somer-IJlands Company, which hath

been before mentioned, and which charged, in a home and

open Manner, the Eaii of Warwick and his Faction, but

particularly Sir Samuel Argall and Captain Butler, with ma-

ny illegal and oppreffive Practices. This, I prtfume, gave

Occafion to a Letter, which the Company foon after re-

ceived from the King ; wherein he utterly forbids, that any

Comptaints mould be brought before the Commiflioners

againlt any Man, in the Name of the Council or Company,

becaufe that Courfe only tended to Defamation, and to raife

more Contention ; and becaufe to bring Matters, deter-

mined by the Council or Company, before the Commif-
fioners, was to preoccupate the Commiflioners Judgments,

or elfe to oppofe the Act and Opinion of the Council and

Company, to the Act and Opinion of the CommiiTtoners.

It was therefore his exprefs Pleafure and Command, that

whofoever would exhibit Complaints againft any Man, ei-

ther for puhlick Wrong to the Company, or for private

Injuries to himfelf, he ihould bring the fame in Writing,

fubfci ibed with his Name, to the Commiffioners, who
Ihould receive the Anfwer thereto in Writing, and there-

upon proceed, as they fhould fee Caufe.

What was the End or Defign of fuch an Order is not

eafily conceived, I think ; uniefs it was to prevent the Com-
pany from acting with that Unanimity and Agreement,
which it plainly appeared, they would, and which, in the

Eyes of all impartial Men, would give the greater Weight
and Authority to their Proceedings. And where the Juftice

was, or Legality, of forbidding the Company to profecute

for pulllck IVrong to tbemfek/es, as a Body corporate, and
to leave it only to private Men, who could not legally do it,

without being firft authorised and impowered by the Com-
pany (and then it became their Act and Deed) is to me
equally myfterious and inconceiveable. I am unwilling to

make hard and uncharitable Interpretations ; but this whole
Affair of the Commiffioners appears to have very little o£ the

Face of Juftice, but feems to have been fct on Foot for q^uite

different Ends and Purpofcs.

But beiides this, that Letter contained another exprcf$

Command ; That no Man, of what Degree or Quality fo-

ever, fhould be admitted to their Courts or Committees/
who, befides his Freedom and Land, had not fome Men
then, or lately before, planted upon his Shares ; or that

Wiis not; at that time, actually engaged in, and according-
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ly purfued, the fending of Men or Supplies over. And he
farther ordered, if any other prefumed to be prefent at their

Meetings, that they fhould he proceeded againft, as factious Sir Fra"cit

and feditious Perfons. This was likewife a manifeft In- T/fll
G°"

fringement of their Charters, which had fpecified the dif-

ferent Ways, by which Men fhould become free, and a£t

as Members of the Company. Being therefore much ftag-

gered and furprifed at both thefe Points, they refolved to

hold no more Courts, 'till the King's Pleafure was farther

underftood. To this End, they prefented a Petition to his

Majefty ; in Anfwer to which, he, in effect, took off and
reverfed thofe two Prohibitions and Commands. After

which, the Company again proceeded, as a Body corporate,

in their Bufinefs before the Commiflioners ; and they laid

before them their Reafons and Exceptions againft Sir Thomas
Smith's Accounts, together with all the other Declarations,

Anfwers, and Writings, which had been drawn up, and fa

unanimoufly agreed to, by the Committee of the whole

Company. And they ftill particularly infifted upon, and

ftrenuoufly preffed, the expediting Captain Butler's Affair,

as that Bufinefs was the moft urgent, and moft immediately

hurtful and pernicious to' the Colony.

But what the Commiflioners did, what Enquiries they

entered upon, and what Reports they made to his Majefty,

was a dead Secret to the Company ; who, in a Letter to

the Colony, acknowledge themfelves to be entirely in the

Dark, as to what was paffing, or what was intended. At

length, after long waiting for the Iflue of their Enquiries

and Determinations, Mr. Deputy Farrar^ with fome few

more of the Company, were called, on the 8th of OStober,

before the Lords of the Privy Council, who made fome

Propofals to the Deputy. But thefe being of a very weighty

and important Nature, and Mr. Farrar conceiving himfelf

to have no Power to give an Anfwer to them, they were,

at his Requeft, drawn up into an Order of that Board ; that

ib he might, under that Form, prefent them to the Com-

pany. This Order of Council fct forth :

That his Majefty h.,d taken into his princely Confi-

deration the diftrefled State of the Colony of Virginia^ oc-

cafioned, as it fecmed, by the ill Government of the Com-

pany : That this could not well be remedied, but by redu-

cing the Government into fewer Hands, near the Number

of thofe, that were, in the firft Patent, appointed : That

therein efpecial Provifion mould be made, for continuing

and preferving the Interefts of all A. venturers and private

Perfons whatfoever : That his Majefty had therefore re-

vived, by a new Charter, to appoint a Governor and twelve

Aftft-nts,
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1623. Afliftants, to be refident in England\ to whom fhould be

v

—

v—^ committed the Government of the Company and Colony :

Sir Francis That the faid Governor and Afliftants fhould be nominated
Hfrtt, Go-

and chofen> for dig fi rft time, by his Majefty j and that

their Election afterwards fhould be in the following Manner,

viz. the Afliftants fhould prefent the Names of three to his

Majefty, of whom he fhould nominate one, to be Gover-

nor ; and the Afliftants themfelves fhould be chofen, by the

major Part of their own Body for the time being, the Names

of thofe to be chofen being firft prefented to the King, or

the Council Board, to be allowed of, or difallowed, by his

Majefty ; and that the Governor, and fi* of the Afliftants,

fhould be changed, once in two Years : That there fhould

alfo be refident in Virginia y a Governor and twelve Aflif-

tants, to be nominated by the Governor and Afliftants in

England^ they firft prefenting their Names to his Majefty,

or the Council Board, for their Allowance or Difallowance

of the fame : And that, as the Governor and Afliftants,

refident in Virginia^ fhould have Relation and Dependence

on the Governor and Afliftants in England^ fo the Gover-

nor and Afliftants in England, fhould have Relation and De-

pendence upon the Council Board, that fo all Matters of

Importance might thereby be under his Majefty's immediate

Direction at that Board : And that his Majefty further pur-

pofed, to make the like Grants, as well of Lands, as of other/

Franchifes and Benefits, as had been granted in the former

Charters ; with Declaration, that for fettling and eftablifh-

ing all private Interefts, this new Company ihould confirm,

or grant anew to all Perfons, the like Interefts, as they en-

• jcyed by the Grant, Order, or Allowance of the former

Company. And therefore, the Deputy and the reft were,

by their Lordfhips, required, toaffemble a Court forthwith,

to refolve, whether the Company would fubmit, and fur-

render their former Charters, and be content to accept a new
one, with the aforefaid Alterations ; and they were com-

manded to return their Anfwer with all Expedition, his

Majefty being determined, in Default of fuch Submiflion,

to proceed for recalling their former Charters, in fuch Sort,

as to him fhould feem juft and meet.

This Order of Council fo ftruckand amazed the Com-
pany, that, as if they difti ufted their own Ears, they caufed

it to be read over three feveral times; and after that, no

Man, for a long while, fpeke a Word to it. However,
eight of the Faction of Twenty-fix, being prefent with Sir

Samuel Argall at their Head, moved the Company, in Con-
formity to their Lordfhips Order, to make an immediate

Surrender of their Charters > out far the major Part of the

Court,*
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Court, to the Number of an hundred and twelve Perfons,

declared refolutely againft it. They faid, it was a Matter

of fuch Weight and Confequence, that they thought them- s

felves to have no Power to give an Anfwer to it, iri that v

ordinary Court. For fuch Courts were, by their Charters,

only permitted, to treat of cafual artd particular Occurren-

ces of lefs Confequence j but all weighty Affairs, and par-

ticularly all things relating to Government, were reftrainol,

by the precife Words of their Letters-patent, to Quarter

Courts only. Wherefore, whilft their prefent Patents were

in Force, that ordinary Court had no Authority, to deter-

mine fuch a Matter as this* being of the higheft and moft

important Nature, that had ever been propounded to them.

To which it was added, that, in Obedience to their Char-

ters, they had never taken to themfelves the Liberty, to

difpofe of fo much as a fingle Share of Land, but in their

Quarter Court > and they Conceived themfelves much more,

even in Confcience, bound, not to betray their Truft, and

fo fuddenly pafs away all the Rights of themfelves and the

reft of their numerous Society, and of all the Planters in

Virginia alfo, who were equally interefted with them in

their Letters-patent. They therefore befought their Lord-

ftips, that their Anfwer might, upon thefe juft Grounds,

be refpited till the Quarter Court ; which, being the 19th

of November, was not far off ; and againft then, they fhould

have Leifure to confider well of fo weighty a Propofmon.

And to this End, they ordered a very large and particular

Summons to be given to all the Adventurers, againft that

Day ; and that their Officers fhould give them efpccial No-

tice of the Bufinefs, then to be treated ; and deCfe them,

in the Company's Name, not to fail to be prefent ;
which

if they did, they would be without Excufe, and would have

no Manner of Pretence, to complain afterwards.

This Anfwer> however confonant to both Law and

Reafon, gave no Satisfadion to the Lords of the Priyy

Council } who, by another Ad of their Board, dated the

17th of the fame Month of Otlober, declared it to be merely

delatory. Wherefore, as his Majefty expefted a fpeedy

Account of their Proceedings in that Bufinefs, and as it did

likewife, initfelf, require all Expedition, in Regard of t ie

Importance and Confequence thereof (which, by the bye,

Was an odd Reafon for being hufty) they ordered and ex-

prefly charged, the Deputy and the reft, to aflembk them-

khl again immediately, and on the Monday foil wing,

being the 20th of the faid Month, to deliver a clear di eel

and Lai Anfwer to that, which had been before propound-

td, and was that Day reiterated unto them : «* Whether

j6k
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162.3. the Company would be content, to fubmit and furrendcr

v v

—

. their former Charters, and to accept a new one, with the

§jj f
r g" J Alterations, mentioned in the aforefaid A€t of Council,

veraor.
°* And the Deputy was likewife commanded, to propound

the Queflion to the Company, in thofe clear and precife

Terms, in which it was then delivered.

In Obedience to this Order of the Privy Council, Mr.
Farrar called an extraordinary Court ; at which, by rca-

fon of the Shortnefs of the Warning, there were only fe-

venty Perfons prefent. And having propofed the Queftion

to them, in the exprefs Terms, prefcribed in the A£\ of

Council, nine Voices only were for fubmitting, Sir Thomas
Wroth being added to the former eight. But all the reit

being fhenuoufly againft the Surrendry of their Charters,

an Anfwer was accordingly returned to their Lordfhips.

These Proceedings, which ftruck plainly at the Root
and Foundation of all the Rights and Franchifes of both
the Company and Colony, made a great Noife, and natu-
n.liy gave the Alarm to all fuch, as were any way deeply,

or immediately, engaged in the Aftion. Some Ships there-

fore, which were preparing to fail, were flopped, till the

IlTue and Intent of thefe Acts of Power were farther feen

into and underftood. But the Lords, of the Council, being
apprifed of this ill Confequence, made another Order of
their Board, on the 20th of Oclober, importing : That their

Lordfhips were that Day informed, there was fo great a
Difcouragement among many of the Virginia Adventurers,
on Account of the intended Reformation and Change of
the Government, as rendered them fearful to profecute their

Adventures ; fo that it would probably occafion fome Stop
to thofe Ships, which were then ready freighted, and bound
to that Country. That, altho' their Lordfhips much mar-
velled, that any Man mould fo far miftake their Meaning,
confidering the Declarations, that had been made at that
Board, viva voce, as alfo by an A& of Council, and other-
wife, yet for the better fatisfying of thofe, who, through
their own Error, or the falfe SuggefHons of others, had con-
ceived any fuch Fear or Difcouragement, they thereby a-
gain declared, that there was no other Intention, than
merely and only the Reformation and Change of the prefent
Government

; whereof his Majefty had feen fo many bad
Effects, as would endanger the whole Plantation, if it was
not corrected and amended : That neverthelefs, for fo much,
as concerned the private Intereft of every Man, his Ma-
jcnVs Royal Care was fuch, that no Man mould receive
spy Prejudice in his Property, but mould have his Eftate
iuily and wholly cgiiferyed to him, and if any thing was

founi
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found defective, better fecured ; fo that none needed to^p- 1623.

prehend any fucli Fears or Inconveniencies, but contrariwife v—v—

/

chearfully proceed. It was therefore ordered by their Lord- s 1 Francis

fhips, and thought fit to be publifhed to the Company, that
Ŵ
"%

G°~

it was hisMajelty's aDfolute Command, that the Ships, then

intended for Virginia, and in fome Readinefs to go, ih..uld

be forthwith difpathced away, for the Relief of the Colony
and Good of the Plantation, without any farther Hindrance

or Stop.

What were the Proceedings of the Commifnoners all

this while, I cannot tell ; nor whether his M. jefty found

fulficient Matter, as he thought, from their Reports, to

fupprefs the Company, and revoke their Charters. But the

better to fortify this Defign', and to raife Matter of Com-
plaint and Accufation, the.Lords of the Privy Council, on
the 24th of October , appointed John Harvey , Efq; (ai to-
wards well known, as Governor of Virginia, by the Title

of Sir "John Harvey) John Pory, (formerly Secretary, and a
noted Tool of the Earl of Warwick's) Abraham Pierfey,

Samuel Matthews, and John Jefferfon, Gentlemen, to be

their Commiffioners, to make particular and diligent En-
quiry, touching divers Matters, which concerned the Scate

of the Colony of Virginia. And that they might the better

perform the Orders they had received, and difcharge the

Truft committed to them, their Lordfhips ftrictly willed

and required the Governor and Council here, to yield t'.em.

thtir beft Aid and Afliftance, upon all Occalions, and in

all Matters, wherein they fhould find Caufe to make Ufe
pf the fame. The three A£ls of Council alfo, juft before

recited, were committed to Mr. Pory, and particularly the

laft, to be publifhed in fuch Places in Virginia, as he mould

judge fit, for the Quieting and Satisfaction of the Inhabit

tants here. Captain Harvey indeed and Mr. Pory feem, to

have been the moll: a£tive, and moft depended upon, in

this Bufinefs ; and therefore Captain Smith, who had pro-

bably never teen their Commiflion, and knew nothing of

the others, only mentions two, as fent upon this Errand.

As for Mr. Jefferfon, he never appeared in it, but feems

all along a hearty Friend to the Company, and their prefent

Conftitution and Government. Beiides, he was prefent

at their Courts in England, \t fuch times, as were incon-

fiftent with his profecuting that Commiffion in Virginia.

And Captain Matthews exprefly joins with the General Af-

fembly, in their Oppofite Reprefentations to his Majefty,

as will be hereafter related.

• Things being laid in this Train, foon after, on the

J Oth of November, Mr. Deputy-Treafurer Farrar, and di-

X % vers
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ibij. vers others of the Company, were ferved with a Procefs of

v—v ' Quo Warranto out of the King's Bench ; to ftiew, by what
sir Francis Authority, they claimed to be a Body corporate, and to

vernor.

G
° nave an<^ eil

j
ov t ^10 ê Liberties and Privileges, which they

did. The Company chearfully acknowledged this to be a

fair and legal Manner of proceeding ; and they defired the

Defendants, to take efpecial Care of the Bufinefs, as being

the Company's Caufe, altho' profecuted in particular Names

;

and as their Charter was called in Queftion by it, which,

they conceived, was therefore to be pleaded. As for the

Charge of this Suit (which, it was judged, would be very

great) it was agreed, that it mould be borne by the Com-
pany's general Stock. Wherefore it was unanimoufly or-

dered, that whatever Difburfements fhould be made by the

Defendants, or others, in the Procefs of the Suit (provi-

ded, it were for the Company's Caufe and Defence, and

not for Matters, that in the Iflue would fall upon particu-

lar Perfons, or their Actions) they mould all be duly re-

paid, and made good by the Company. But the entertain-

ing Counfel and Attornies was wholly left and entrufted to

the Choice and Care of the Defendants.

But for this Caufe, fince another Courfe had been taken

to bring the Bufinefs to a legal Trial, by the Attorney Ge-

neral's profecuting a Quo Warranto againft the Company,

they refufed, at their Quarter Court on the 19th of Novem-

ber', to entei*into any Confideration about the Matter. But

that Court, with a general Unanimity, (feven only diflent-

ing) folemnly ratified and confirmed all the Proceedings of

the former Courts, which had refufed to furrender up their

Charters. And for the better Management of fo weighty an

Affair, which would require often and ferious Confutation,

a Grand Committee was appointed, to direct all Matter*

appertaining thereto ; and the Deputy had Authority given

liim, at all times to call them together, or fuch a Part of

them, as he fhould think proper. And that the Company
might be the better enabled to prepare their Proofs, and

make good their Defence, a Petition was ordered to be de-

livered to the Lords of the Privy Council, for reftoring their

Books and Writings ; which had now, for fome time, been

in theirs and the Commiflioners Hands. But Mr. B'ing

faid, let them make as many Petitions as they pleafe, they

fhould as foon have an Halter, as have their Writings)*

which gave fuch univerfal and juft Offence, that Complaint

was made thereof to the Lords of the Council. But I do

not find, that any Right was done them, for fo atrocious

an Infult and Affront on the Court, or that they ever af-

terwards recovered their Records.

But
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But foon after, on the 8th of December, the more to ,6l 3-

perplex and difcourage the Company, and to opprefs thofe
^—

v

private Members, who were Defendants in this Suit, Alder-

man John/on, with others of his Faction, prefented a Pe- 7Ernci

tition to the Lords of the Privy Council, fignifying j

That they had always been, and ftill were ready, according

to his Majefty's exprefs Will and Pleafure, to render up

their Charters to his Majefty's Difpofal : But forafmuch as

Mr. Nicholas Farrar, and fome others, withftood the Sur-

rendry, and the better to free themfelves from the Charge

of the Suit, and to enable them to oppofe his Majefty,

they had lately made an Order of their Court, that the

Expence of defending that Caufe fhould be borne by the

Company's publick Stock ; they therefore humbly prayed,

that it might be ordered by their Lordfhips, that the Charge

of thofe Suits fhould be borne by the Defendants them-

felves, and no Part by the Company's publick Stock, nor

by the Goods of any of the Adventurers or Planters, that

(hewed themfelves conformable to his Mijefty's Pleafure,

And they further befought their Lordfhips, to order, for

better Aflurance in this Point, that all fuch Goods, as

fhould thereafter be imported for the General Company,

fhould be fequeftered in the Cuftom Houfe, till their Lord-

fhips farther Order, for difpofing thereof to the Ufe and

Benefit of the Plantation.

This laft Claufe was purpofely aimed and defigned,

to deprive the Deputy and his Brother, with fome others,

(to whom the Company had made over all fuch Goods, as

Security for confiderable Sums of Money, now due to

them) of ever having it in their Power, to get their faid

Debts. Their Lordfhips therefore, being apprifed of this,

would not concur with the Alderman in a Defign, fo plain-

ly fraudulent and iniquitous. However, they made an

Order of their Board, that all they, who were queftioned

by the £>uo Warranto, fhould make their Defence, at their

own private Charge, without any Help or Expence from

the publick Stock ; and that fuch, as were willing to fur^

render their Charters, fhould be difcharged from all Con-

tribution towards the Expence of the faid Suit, both in

their Perfons and Eftates. And this perhaps will be thought

fufficiently hard and oppreflive. But however, considering

the noble Fortunes and generous Difpofitions of the Earl of

Southampton and many others of the Company, who entire-

ly agreed to, and abetted the Proceedings of the Courts;

and Deputy, the Expence was, in all Probability, made

very eafy, and did not fall upon the Defendants fo heavn

lv, as was hereby defigned. And I cannot here forbear r<;-

*' X 3
»arkiKg
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1623. marking the Generality and publick Spirit of the Deputy,
v—»y

—

) -nd other Merchants and Citizens. For the Noblemen,
5 r Francis an(j other Gentlemen of capital Fortune and Figure, were

wernor
not returnc^ out °f t 'ie Country, when the £)uq War-

ranto was iffued ; fo that it was ferved entirely upon Mer-

chants and Citizens, who neverthelefs bravely undertook

the Defence of the Company, at the Rifk of their own
Fortunes. And this was the more meritorious then, as

the Rights of the Crown, and the Liberties of the Subject.,

were not fo well limited and underftood at that time, as

they now are ; but the little Finger of Regal Power was

fuppofed two heavy, for the Loins of any private Man to

bear. To which may be added, that A6ts of Power, at

that Juncture, ran very high, and were plainly attempted

to be carried ftili higher ; and the Deputy and Company

had no Rcafcn to expecl: any Favour, but had found from

manifold Experience, that all Advantages, even beyond

what was ftrictly fair and legal, would be taken againft them.

It will alfo doubtlefs feem ftrange to many Perfons, that

the Privy Council mould afTume to themfelves fuch a Ju*

ciicature, as thus arbitrarily to difpofe of Men's Fortunes,

and load a few private Perfons with the Expence of defend-

ing the publick Caufe of the Company, even againft the

Company's Will and Defire. But to clear this Point, it

muft be known, that the Privy Council of that time af-

fumed a mofr, extraordinary Power and Jurifdi£Hon, and

were plainly drawing into their Hands all the Parts of Go--

vernment ; or perhaps to fpeak more properly, the King,

through them, was endeavouring to draw them into his

own Hands. And this, as I take it, was the Occafion of

a great and very dangerous Error in the Conftitution of this

Colony. For as our Council was fettled and conftituted at

the Time, that the Privy Council's Authority was {trained

to fuch a Height, there was perhaps too great a Power af-

figned to them. I fpeak fre/ly, and I hope, without Of-

fence ; for what I mean, is fimply this. Our Council acl

in a double Capacity : Firft, as his Majefty's Council of

St:.te, from which all Acts of Power and Government ifiue

;

and fecondly, as the fupreme Judicature of the Colony*

and the laft Interpreters of Law. Now, if the Council

fhould exert any Acl: of Power againft a Man, and he mould
appeal from it, the Caufe muft be brought before the fame

Perfons again in the General Court, who would be natu*

J-ally led to fupport their own Acl:. But in England, the

Cafe is quite different. For mould the Privy Council ex-

ercife any A61 of Power upon the Subject there, he may
appeal from them 3 to the Courts in IVcJiminJler-Hall;

wherq
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where the Caufe muft be determined by the Lav/, which is

always impartial and unbiafled. So that all Acts of Power

there, are expofed to an immediate and fevere Check from Sir Francis

the Law. And indeed this is the great Beauty and Strength
°

of all free Conftitutions of Government, to have all their

Parts, but moft efpecially the higheft and moft dangerous

to Liberty, continually under the Check and Coercion of

the Law. But if we confider the many Infirmities of hu-

man Nature and Contingencies of human Governments,

the Charms and Allurements of Ambiiion and the ftrange

grafping and infatiable Nature of Power, the natural Pride

and Peremptorinefs of Men in Authority, their falfe Shame

of owning themfelves in the Wrong, and Pronenefs to de-

fend and perfift in their Errors, together with the natural

and perpetual Conteft between Liberty and Power, this

muft, I think, be acknowledged, to be a very great and

material Defect in our Conftitution. It is true, there are

not perhaps any great Inconveniences felt from this at pre-

fent, at leaft that I know of; which I fpeak not, with In-

tent to flatter our prefent Government or Governors : For

I flatter no Man. But however, altho' the Sword did not

actually fall upon the Sicilian Sycophant, yet no Perfon, I

believe, would chufe to be in his Situation, and have a

Sword perpetually hanging over his Head by a Hair. Who-
ever therefore fhould contrive and effect an Alteration in

this dangerous Point, he fhould have my Suffrage for a Sta-

tue, or anv other, the moft honourable, or moft beneficial

Reward, for fo fignal a Service to the Country. But to

return from this Digreflion.

Besides the Petition, formerly recited, Alderman

Johnfon, being much galled by the Company's home An-

fwers and Expofure of his and Sir Thomas Smith's Con-

duct, drew up another Writing, under the Title of ; A
Declaration of the profperous Ejiate of the Colony, during

Sir Thomas Smith's Ti?ne of Government. In this, fubfenbed

byhimfelf, Sir Samuel Argall, and Mr. Wrote, he faid :

That notwithftanding the many difaftrous Accidents, to

which Enterprifes of that Nature, efpecially in their In-

fancy, are fubjea, yet it pleafed God, fo to blefs their La-

bours and Endeavours, who were then employed, that in

the firft twelve Years, during all which Time Sir Thomas

Smith was Treafurer and Governor of the Company, with.

theExpence of feventy thoufand Pounds, or thereabouts,

brought in for the moft part by voluntary Adventurers, be-

in* a great many of them Sir Thomas% ne*Trte*fs and

Relations, and for his Sake joining in the Pufineis
,
and

with the Help and Ufe of a very few of his Majdry S Sub-
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r6*3- je&s, and thofe moftly People of the meaneftRank, a large

*—v^~^ and very fpacious Part of the Country was fully difcover-

FWwrtgj. the Coafts, Havens, Ports, Creeks, and Rivtrs thereof

vcrnor.

G "
perfectly known ; the moft commodious Places of Strength,

and for Convcniency of Habitation, felecled and made

Choice of ; thofe Places partly recovered, or procured from

the Savages, and partly with infinite Labour, being gene-

rally overfpread with Wood, cleared, enclofed, and culti-

vated ; many Houfes, Barns, and Forts built
;
Churches,

Bridges, and Storehoufes, with all other pullick and ne-

ceflary Works, ere&ed ; not lefs, as he judges, than a

thoufand Englijh, when Sir Thomas Smith left the Govern-

ment, being there inhabiting, with Plenty of Corn, Cattle,

Swine, Poultry, and other good Provifions, to feed and

riouriih them : That there was a competent Number of

abje and fufficient Minifters, to inftrucl them ; worthy arjd

expert Commanders, Captains, and Officers, to direct and

govern them ; and Store of Arms and Ammunition, to de-

fend them : That divers Staple Commodities, befides To-
bacco, were found out, at the prefent to encourage, and

in procefs of time to enrich them ; Barks, Pinnaces, Shal-

lops, Barges, and Boats, built in the Country, the better

to accommodate and fecure them : That the Natives were

in fo awful a League and Amity with them, that many of

thofe Heathens voluntarily yielded themfelves Subjects and

Servants to our moft gracious Sovereign j and priding them-

f- !ves in that Title, paid, together with moft of the reft, a

Yearly Contribution of Corn, for Suftentation of the Co-

lony ; and they were kept in fuch good Refpcft and Corre-

fpondency, that they became mutually helpful and profita-

ble, each to other : That to this Growth of Perfection

was that Plantation advanced, even in the firft twelve

Years ; the Affairs thereof being, with great Unanimity,

Moderation, Integrity, and Judgment, chiefly directed by

Sir TJoomas Smith ; and the Accompts of Monies, received

and difburfed, being audited upon Oath, by Men of Credit

and Reputation, without all Exception.

The Cornmiilioners were ftill fitting; and the Com-
pany, being wearied with long waiting for the IiTue of

p.:ir Labours, appointed their Grand Committee, to prefs

them to make feme Report to {he Lords of the Council,

what they had done in the fevcral Affairs, brought before

them by the Company and their Opponents. For they

faid, they sre-itly depended, that the Fairnefs and Upright?

n; fs of their Proceedings would be thence manifefted to

alj the World. And they were likewife entreated, to re-

quire Sir Thomas Smith, cither to (hew fufficient Caufe,,

why
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why he mould not pay the eight hundred Pounds, found 1623.

againft him on the firft two Heads of Exception againft his v—v-t^
Accounts ; or elfe, that he might be compelled to pay the S3r Fraitim

fame, as the Company was now in great Want of Money, Wyat
'
G>r

But I cannot difcover, that the Commiflioners, who were,
properly fpeaking, a Committee of Secrecy, ever did any
thing in either of thefe Points.

Whilst Things were in this Pofture in England, the
Colony in Virginia had recovered a tolerably eafy and com-
fortable State of their Affairs. Their Health, which had
been much affected by the Famine, and by the Hardfhips

and Inconveniences, they underwent by being driven from
their Habitations, was now wul reftored ; and the Famine
jtfelf entirely relieved by a plentiful Crop of Corn. Having
likewife, by pretending Peace anl Friendfhip, come to the

Knowledge of the Indians principal Places of Refidence, they

had cut up and deftroyed their Corn, when it was too late

for them to have another Crop ; and by a fuccefsful Attack,

they had Jlain a great Number of them, among whom were
fome of their Kings, and feveral of their greateft War-
Captains and Commanders ; of which Opechancanough was
hoped to be one. For the Stratagem was chiefly aimed at

him, and things, as they thought, fo well laid, that he
could fcarce poflibly efcape the Snare. The Governor
alfo went himfelf, this Year, in Perfon into Patowmack
River, and took a full Revenge upon the Pa/coticons, who
had flain C;.ptain Spilman ;

putting many to the Sword,

and burning their Houfes, with a prodigious Quantity of

Corn, which they had conveyed into the Woods, and the

Englijh were not able to bring to their Boats. And he

iflued Commifiions to Captain William Pierce, Captain of

his Guard and Lieutenant-Governor of James-City, to go

againft the Chickahominies ; to Captain Nathaniel Wejl, to

go againft the Appamatocks and the Taux-Wyavokes ; to

Captain Samuel Matthews, againft the Taux-Powhatans ;

and toCaptain William Tucker, Commander of Kicquotan and

thofe lower Parts of the Country, to go againft the Nand-

famonds and Warrafqwakes ; all which Parties fell upon

them the very fame Day, the 23d of July, with vaft Spoil

to their Corn and Habitations, and no fmall Slaughter.

And a Week after, Captain Maddifon marched againft the

great Wyanckes, and Captain Tucker made a fecond Expedir

tion to Nandfamond.

But in the Midft of thefe Tumults and Alarms, the

Mufes were not filent. For at this time, Mr. George San-

dys, the Company's Treafurer of Virginia, made his ref-

lation of Ovid's Metamorphofes, a very laudable Performance



*fhe History ^VIRGINIA. Book V.

for the Times. In his Dedication of that Piece to King
Charles I. he tells him, that it was limned by that imper-

S r Francis fcĉ Light, which was matched from the Hours of Night

vernor
° " anc* R eP°fe- For the Day was not his own, but dedicated

to the Service of his Father and himfelf ; and had that Ser-

vice proved as fortunate, as it was faithful, in him, as well

as others more worthy, they -had hoped, before the Revo-

lution of many Years, to have presented his Majefty with

a rich and well-peopled Kingdom. But as things had turn-

ed, he had only been able to bring from thence himfelf

and that Compofition, which needed more than a finglc

Denization. For it was doubly a Stranger, being fprung

from an ancient Roman Stock, and bred up in the new
World, of the Rudenefs whereof it could not but parties

pate ; efpecially as it was produced among Wars and Tu-
mults ; inftead of under the kindly and peaceful Influences

of theMufes.
1624. The Beginning of the next Year 1624., Captain Har-

vey and Mr. Pory arrived, as Commiffioners from the Privy

Council ; and the 26th of January, Warrants were iflued

for fummoning a General Aflembly. However this Aflem-

bly was not called, at the Commiffioners Motion or Re-
queft. For they kept their Commiffion fecret from the

Colony, and did every thing, they could, to conceal their

Powers and Defigns. The King alfo and the Privy Council

had, the laft Year, given very ftri£r and menacing Orders

to the Company, and to all private Adventurers, to write

nothing to Virginia, concerning the Differences, then fub-

fifting among them ; becaufe, as they faid, it would give

great Difcouragement to the Planters, and bring Prejudice

to the Colony. To this End, the Privy Council had often

perufed, and angrily returned, the Company's general Let-

ters, before they could be formed entirely to their Liking ;

and they had taken all Methods, to intercept and prevent

any Accounts going from private Hands. But notwith-

standing thefe Precautions, the Colony was, by this time,

well informed, of what had paffed in England ; and Copies

of the feveral Writings had been fent over to them espe-

cially of Alderman Johufon's Declaration of the profperous.

Eftate of the Colony, during Sir Thomas Smith's Govern-
ment, and of Captain Butler's Information to his Majefty.

For thofe Papers related more particularly to them, as be-

ing upon the Spot, and therefore the heft Judges of the

Truth or Falfhood of the feveral Matters, therein alledged.

Wherefore, when the General Afiembly met, which was,

the 14th of February, the firft thing, they entered upon,;

was the Confideration of thofe two Pieces } and by the 20th
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rftne fame Month, they had drawn up Anfwers to them.

Their Anfwer to the Alderman's Declaration fet forth :

That holding it a Sin againft God and their own Suf- s

firings, to permit the World to be abufed with falfe Reports,
y

and to give to Vice the Reward of Virtue, They, in the

Name of the whole Colony of Virginia, in their General

Aifembly met, many of them having been Eye-witneffes

and Sufferers in thofe Times, had framed, out of their

Duty to the Country, and Love to Truth, the following

Anfwer to the Praifes given to Sir Thomas Smith's Govern-

ment, hi the faid Declaration.

They averred, that, in thofe twelve Years of Sir Tho-

mas Smith's Government, the Colony for the moft part,

remained in great Want and Mifery, under moft fevere

and cruel Laws, which were fent over in Print, and were

contrary to the exprefs Letter of the King's moft gracious

Charters, and as mercikfly executed here, oftentimes with-

out Trial or Judgment : That the Allowance for a Man,
in thofe Times, was only eight Ounces of Meal and half a

Pint of Peafe a Day, both the one and the other being

moldy, rotten, full of Cobwebbs and Maggots, loathfome

to Man, and not fit for Beafts ; which forced many to fly

to the Savage Enemy for Relief, who, being again taken,

were put to fundry Kinds of Death, by hanging, mooting,

breaking upon the Wheel, and the like : That others were

forced, by Famine, to filch for their Bellies ; of whom one,

for ftealing two or three Pints of Oatmeal, had a Bodkin

thruft through his Tongue, and was chained to a Tree,

till he ftarved : That if a Man, through Sicknefs, had not

been able to work, he had no Allowance at all, and fo con-

sequently perifhed : That many through thefe Extremi-

ties, dug Holes in the Earth, and there hid themfelves, till

they famifhed : That they could not, for thofe their Mife-

ries, blame their Commanders here ; for their Suftenance

Was to come from England, and had they given them bet-

ter Allowance, they muft have perifhed in general: That

their Scarcity fometimes was fo lamentable, that they were

conftrained to eat Dogs, Cats, Rats, Snakes, Toadftools,

Horfe-hides, and what not? That one Man, out of the

Mifery he endured, killed his Wife, and powdered her up

to cat; for which he was burnt: That many othei

on the Corpfes of dead Men ; and that one, who, through

Cuftom, had got an infatiable Appetite to that Food, cculd

not be reftrained, till he was executed for it
:
And that,

indeed, fo miferable was their State, that the nappieft

Day, many ever hoped to fee, was, when the Mm
had killed a Mare ; the People wifhing, as fhe was boiN

jnga
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1624.. ing, that Sir Thomas Smith was upon her Back in the—v
—' Kettle.

Sir Francis And whereas it was affirmed, that very few of his Ma-
w3"* °°"

jefty's Subjects were loft in thofe Days, and thofe Perfons
Itnm

' of the meaneft Rank, they replied ; that for one, that then

died, five had perifhed in Sir Thomas Smith's Times, many

being of ancient Houfes, and born to Eftates of a thoufand

Pounds a Year, fome more, fome lefs, who likewife perifh-

ed by Famine : That thofe, who furyived, and had in Ven-

tures both their Eftates and Perfons, were conitrained to

ferve the Colony feven or eight Years for their Freedom,

and underwent as hard and as fervile Labour, as the bafeft

Fellow, that was brought out of Newgate : As for Dift

covery, they owned, that much had been difcovered in

thofe twelve Years, but in the four or five laft Years, much

more than formerly ; That the Houfes and Churches, then

built, were fo mean and poor by reafon of thefe Calamities,

that they could not ftand above one or two Years ; the

People going to work indeed, but out of the Bitternefs of

their Spirits, breathing execrable Curfes upon Sir Thomas

Smith ; neither could a Blefling from God be hoped for in

thofe Buildings, which were founded upon the BicJod of fo

many Chrijiians ; That the Towns were only James-City,

Henrico, Charles Hundred, IVeJi and Shirley Hundred, and

Kicquotan ; all which were ruined in thofe Times, except

ten or twelve Houfes in James-Town ; That at that Prefent,

there were four for every one then, and forty times ex-

ceeding them in Goodnefs : That Fortifications there were

none againft a foreign Enemy, and thofe againft the do-

meftick Foe very few and contemptible : That there was

only one Bridge, which alfo decayed in that time : That
if, through the aforefaid Calamities, many had not perifhr

ed, there would doubtlefs have been largely above a thou-

fand People in the Country, when Sir Thomas Smith left

the Government ; but they conceived, when Sir George

Yeardlcy arrived Governor, he found not above four hunr-

dred, moft of them in "Want of Corn, and utterly defti-

tute of Cattle, Swine, Poultry, and other necefTary Provi-

sions to nourifh them : That there were fome Minifters to

inftru£r, the People, whofe Ability they would not tax, but

divers of them had no Orders : That they were never over

furnifhed with Arms, Powder and Ammunition ; yet that

in Quality almoft entirely ufelefs : They acknowledge,
that in thofe times a Trial was made of divers Staple Com-
modities, which they had not Means to proceed in ; but

they hoped, in time a better Progrefs would be made there-

in, and had it not been for the MafTacrc, many by th„t

time
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time would have been brought to Perfection: That for

Boats there was only one ferviceable one left in the Colo-

ny, at the End of that Government ; for which one, be-

fides four or five Ships and Barks, there were not then fo

few as forty : That the Barks and Barges, then built, were

in Number fo few, and fo unwillingly and weakly by the

People effected, that in the fame time they perifheu : That

they never knew, that the Natives did voluntarily yield

themfelves Subjeas to the King, took any Pride in that

Title, or paid any Contribution of Corn towards the Sup^

port of the Colony ; neither could they, at any time, keep

them in fuch good Correfpondency, as to become mutually

helpful to each other ; but contrariwife, whatever was done,

proceeded from Fear, and not Love, and their Corn was

got by Trade or the Sword.

And now, to what a Growth of Perfeaion the Colony

could arrive at the End of thofe twelve Years, they left to

be judged, by what had been faid ; and th^y befought his

Majefty, rather than be reduced to live under the like Go-

vernment again, that he would fend Commiffioners over to

hang them. As to Alderman John/on, one of the Authors

of that Declaration, they faid, he had great Reafon to com-

mend Sir Thomas Smith, to whofe Offences and Infamy he

was fo infeparably linked. And all this they affirmed to be

true by the general Report of the Country, which they

never heard contradiaed ;
many of them alfo having been

Eye-Witneffes, or elfe refident in the Country, when every

Particular here reported, happened.
_

This Declaration was figned by Sir Francis Wyat, the

Governor ; by George Sandys, John PoUJohn pounUs Ro-

ger Smith, and Ralph Homer, Uys. of the Council and

by William Tucker, William Puree, Ralegh Crojhaw, Sa~

Zel Matthews, Jabe* Whitaker and others, to AcNum-

ber of twenty four, of the Houfe of Burgeffes. And this,

I Mm (or the Number of twenty five, which fubfenbed

the A
g
nfwer to Captain Butler's Information) was nearly

TbouVthT full Number of the Houfe of Burgeffes at that

rime For there were, three Years before eleven Borough*

which had Right to fend Members to the Affembly
;
and

tt'e might be, and undoubtedly were, aTew^oAe^nc

added to them. Their Anfwer to Captain Butler s lntor

ination, ran in the following Manner.

Moft gracious Sovereign ^ ,

W-LVMajeJIy M^.^^^fS^iml The Unmafking oiVirgtma, « cmc to our Hands^
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and whereas thefame is full ofnotorious Slanders and Faljhoods,

J proceedingfrom the Malice of his corrupt Heart, and abetted

Sir Francis U private Enmity and publick Divifion, which aim at the Sa*-

jVyat, Gj-
fofogiex 0f their particular Spleen, altho' it be to the Subvert

fi

[ton of this whole Cchny ;
Wee, the Governor, Council, and

Colony of Virginia, in our General Affembly, out of Zeal and

Refpett to Your Majejly and this our Country, not to fuffer

Yourfacred Ears to be prophaned with falfe Suggeflions, nor

Your Royal TJwughts to be diverted from fo hopeful a Plan-

tation, which may add in time a principal Flower to Your

Diadem, do, in all Humblencfs, fubmit this our Anfwer to

Your Princely Survey, annexed to the feveral Untruths of the

faid bforiner.

1. I found the Plantations generally feated, fcff. *

The Plantations, for the moft Part, are high and plea-

fantly feated ; and the reft not low, nor infefted with Mar-

Ihes, which, v/e wifh, were more frequent. The Creeks

are rather ufeful, than noifome ; and no Bogs have been

feen here by any, that have lived twice as many Years, as

he did Weeks, in the Country ; the Places which he fo

mifcails, being the richeft Parts of the Earth, if we had a

fufficient Force to clear their Woods, and to give the frefli

Springs, which run through them, a free Paflage. The

Soil is generally rich, and reftores our Truft with Abun-

dance ; the Air is fweet, and the Clime healthful, all Cir-

cumstances coafidered, to Men of found Bodies and good

Government.
2. I found the Shores, 9f«

In this he traduceth one of the goodlieft Rivers in the

habitable World, which runs for many Miles together within

upright Banks, till at length, enlarged with the Receipt of

others, it beats on a fandy Shore, and imitates the Sea in

Greatnefs and Majefty. It is approachable on both Sides,

from half Flood to half Ebb, for Boats of good Burthen ;

neither is there any River in the World of this Vaftnefs,

without Cranes or Wharfs, more commodious for landing*

And it is equally contrary to Truth, that by wading, we

get violent Surfeits of Cold, which never leave us, till we
are brought to our Graves.

3. The new People, fent over, arriving for the moft

Part, ISc.

W e affirm, that the Winter is the only proper time for

the Arrival of new Comers ; whereof the Governor and

Council have often, by their Letters, informed the Corfi-

* Vtdt Cipuin Butler's Information, f. 268,

panyj
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pany ; and the like Advice has been given to their Corref- l624-

pondents, from time to time, by private Planters, for their
v—v~

Supply of Servants. As to Houfts of Entertainment, there ^ ¥ra

was a general Subfcription, amounting to an unexpected vcfnor.

Sum, and Workmen actually employed, to build a fair Inn

in James City, and every principal Plantation had refolved

on the like, for the Entertainment of their new Supplies ;

when it pleafed God, to punifh our Crimes by the bloody

Hands of the Indians, which obliged us to divert that Care

to the Houfing ourfelves, many of us having been unfur-

nifhed by that Difafter. But Buildings of late have every

where encreafed exceedingly ; neither have new Comers any

Reafon to complain, when every Man's Houfe is, without

Recompence, open to the Stranger, even to the difaccom-

modating ourfelves. So that we may with Modefty boaft,

that no People in the World do exercife the like Hofpita-

lity. As for dying under Hedges (whereof there are none

in Virginia) or lying unburied in the Woods, by reafon of

this Defect, it is utterly falfe. However, if fuch things

Ihould fometimes be feen accidentally here, the like may,

and often doth happen, in the moft flourifhing Countries of

Europe.

4. The Colony was, this Winter, in great Diftrefs, &c.'

The Colony, that Winter, was in no Diftrefs of Vic-

tual, as the Accufer well knoweth. For he bought Corn

himfelf for eight Shillings a Bufhel, cheaper, as we hear,

than it was then fold in England. It is true, a fucceeding

Scarcity was feared. But what lefs could be expeded, after

fuch a Maffacre ; when near half the Colony were driven

from their Habitations in time of planting, others ftreigh-

tened in their Ground by receiving them, and all interrupted

in their Bufinefs by fupporting a fudden War ? Englijh

Meal fold, as he affirmeth, at thirty Shillings the Bufhel,

was only fold for ten Pounds of Tobacco y,
for which, in

truck, we ordinarily receive under twelve Pence a Pound,

real Value. And it is not to be ftippofed, that any of the

Great fhould .affea Scarcity, in order to enrich themfelves

by Trade. For Trade hath ever been free for us all j
nei-

ther have they, who have brought in moft Corn, fold it

Out at unconfcionable Rates, but have often freely imparted

it to the Neceflity of others, without any other Advantage

than Repayment. We agree with that Pnme-one who

wifhed, that Corn might never be under eight Shilling? a

Bufhel > meaning in Tobacco at three Shillings a Pound.

For fo there would be fome Proportion between the Profit

of making the one and the other, and Cora would thereby

he planted in greater Abundance.
Their
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5. Their Houfes are generally the worft, &c.

Our Houfes, for the moft Part, are rather built for
s r Francis [jfe than Ornament yet not a few for both, and fit to give

^n<K. Entertainment to Men of good (Quality. Li we may give

Credit to thofe, who are accounted the moft faithful Re-
laters of the IVeJl-lndics^ many Cities of great Rumour
there, after threefcore Years Progrefs, are not to be com-
pared in their Buildings to ours. .And fo far are they from

the meaneft Cottages in England, that many Towns there

have hardly one Houfe in them, which exceedeth ours in

Conveniency or Structure. The greateft Difparagement,

that fome of them received, proceeded from his Riots and

lafcivious Filthinefs with lewd Women, purchafed with Ri*

als of Eight and Wedges of Gold, the Spoils of the dif-

trefled Spaniards in Bermudas ; which, as we are informed

by a Gentleman of good Credit, who cafually furveyed his

Inventory, did, with other Treafure, amount to divers

Thoufands. As for the Interpofition of Creeks, which

Men are moft defirous to feat upon, where we cannot go

by Land, we have Boats and Canoes, for our fudden Trans-

port on any Occafion.

6. I found not the leaft Piece of Fortification, ci/V.

We have, as yet, no Fortifications againft a foreign E-
jiemy, altho' it hath been endeavoured by the Company,
with a Succefs unanfwerable to their Care and Expence

;

as alfo lately by ourfelves. But the Work, being inter-

rupted by the Scarcity of laft Summer, fhall proceed again,

God wiLing, with all convenient Expedition ; 2nd almoft

all our Houfes are fufficiently fortified againft the Indians^

with ftrong Palifadoes. His Envy would not let him num-
ber truly the Ordinance at James City ; four Demi-Culve-
rins being there mounted, and all ferviceable. At Flower-

de-Hundred, he makes but one of fix j neither was he ever

there, but, according to his Cuftom, reporteth the unfeen

as feen. The fame Envy would not let him fee the three

Pieces at Newport's-News, and thofe two at Elifabeth-City,

Two great Pieces there are at Charles Hundred, and feven

at Henrico. Befides which* feveral private Planters have
fince furniflied themfelves with Ordinance. So that it were
a defperate Enterprife, and unlikely to be attempted by a
Man of his Spirit, to beat down our Houfes about our Ears,

with a Bark of that Burthen.

7. Expecting* according to their printed Books, &c.
The time that this Informer came over, was in the

Winter, after the Maffccre ; when thofe Wounds were
green, and the Earth deprived of her Beauty. His Ears

were open to nothing but Detraction, and he only enquired
N after
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after the Factious, of which there were none among us, 1624.

and how he might gather Accufations againft thofe in the ^—v—

'

Government, being, as it fhould feem, feht over for that Si
!!
Fran<**

Purpofe. Otherwife he could not but hear of our Procla-
G°"

nutions for the Advancement of Staple Commodities, and
with what Alacrity and Succefs they proceeded ; Vines and
Mulberry Trees being planted throughout the whole Coun-
try, the Iron-Works in great Forwardnefs and fhortly to

receive Perfection, and the Glafs-Works laboured after with

all poffible Care, till the Slaughter by the Indians, and the

fucceeding Mortality, gave a Ruin to fome, and Interrup-

tion to all. So that he hath nothing but our Misfortunes

to accufe and upbraid us with ; which have obliged us, ftill

to follow that contemptible Weed, as well to fuftain the

War, as to enable us again to erect thofe Works. As for

deriding the Books, that were fent over by the Company,
it was done by himfelf, and no other, that we know of.

8. I found the ancient Plantations of Henrico, ISc.

Still he abufeth your Majefty with thefe Words, /

found, in Places, where he never was by fome Score of

Miles
;
having never been higher up the River, than the

Territories of James City. Henrico was quitted in Sir Tho-

mas Smith's Time, only the Church and one Houfe remain-

ing. Charles City, fo much fpoken of, never had but fix

Houfes. The Soil of both is barren, worn out, and not

lit for Culture. The Lofs of our Stocks the Informer

hath lefs Reafon to urge. For he joined with the Indians

in killing our Cattle, and carried the Beef aboard his Ship ;

which would have coft him his Life, if he had had his De-

ferts.

9. Whereas according to his Majefty's gracious, &c.

The Governor and Council, whom it only concerned,

replied to this ; that they had followed the Laws and Cus-

toms of England to their utmoft Skill ; neither could he,

or any other, produce any Particular, wherein they had

failed. As to their Ignorance, they held him to be noj

competent Judge of thofe, who fo far tranfeended him m
Point of Learning and Ability. For he had never been

bred to the Law (as was not unknown to fome of them)

nor yet in any other of the liberal Sciences. But his prin-

cipal Spleen in this Article, appeared to proceed from his

not being admitted of the Council, which they could by

no means, confidently with their Inftructions, do.

10. There having been, as it is thought, ten thou-

Hifcomputatlon of ten thoufand ^JZ^Jg£*
Y

His Computation 01 ten tnouianu ouu«

four thoufand 5 and thofe were, in great part, wafted ^by
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the more than Egyptian Slavery and Scythian Cruelty, which

whereof we fend your Majcfty the true and tragical Rela-

tion, from which it will plainly appear, that the pretended

Confufions and private Ends will ftrongly reflect: upon him

and his Inftruclors. And how unfit fuch Men are, to re-

ftore that Plantation, which fuffered fo much under their

Government, we humbly refer to your princely Confidcra-

tion ;
invoking, with him, that divine and fupreme Hand,

to protect us from fuch Governors and their Minifters,

who have poured out our Blood on the Earth like Water,

and have fatted themfelves with our Famine. And we be-

feech your Majefty, to fupport us in this juft and gentle

Authority, which has cherifhed us of late by more worthy

Magiftrates ; and We, our Wives, and poor Children, as

is our Duty, fhall ever pray to God, to give you in this

World all Increafe of Happinefs, and to crown you in the

World to come, with immortal Glory.

This Anfwer was fubferibed by the fame Perfons as

the former ; only with the Addition of the Honourable

Francis TVeJi^ Brother to the late, and Uncle to the then

Lord Delavjarr, and Sir George Yeardley, of the Council,

and of one more Member of the Houfe of Burgefles. Mr.
John Pountis alfo, one of the Council of State, was appoint-

ed to go to England^ to follicite the general Caufe of the

Colony (for fo they call it) ; and four Pounds of Tobacco
was levied upon every Male Tithable, that had been a Year
in the Country, to fupport his Expencer. But this Gen-
tleman, in his Voyage home, died upon the Coaft of En-
gland ; and was therefore able to do nothing in the Affair.

But to thefe, the General Affembly added two other Wri-
tings ; the one a Petition to the King, and the other a Let-

ter to the Lords of the Privy Council.

In their Petition to the King, they declared their great

Joy and Satisfaction, that his Majefty, notwithstanding the

late unjuft Difparagement of this Plantation, had taken it

into his nearer and more efpecial Care. And that his Royal
Intentions might have their due Effect, they humbly be-

fought him, being urged thereto by their Duty and Expe-
rience, to give no Credit to the late Declarations of the

happy, as it was called, but in Truth, miferable Eftate of

the Colony, during the firft twelve Years, nor to the ma-
licious Imputations, which had been laid on the Govern-
ment of late ; but that he would be pleafcd to behold, in

Miniature.

Go-
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Miniature, the true Eftate of both Times by their Rela- i 624

tions, which they then prefented by the Hands of Mr. John
K—

y

Vountis, a worthy Member of their Body ; and which con- Sir Fr<

tained nothing but the Truth, without Difaffection or Par- wyat >

tiality. From thefe they doubted not, but that his Ma-
jefty would clearly underftand the true Condition of both

Times ; and would be pleafed^ according to their earneft

Dcfire, to continue, and even farther confirm, the Govern-
ment, under which they then lived. But if it fhould pleafe

him otherwife to determine, they befought him, by all the

Ties of Companion and Humanity, not to fuffer them, his

poor Subjects, to fall again into the Hands of Sir Thomas
Smith, or his Confidents ; but that he would gracioufly

protect them from thofe Storms of Faction, which threa-

tened the Ruin of fome Perfons (whofe Endeavours had
deferved a better Reward) and in general the Subverfion of
the whole Colony. And if the Government muft be al -

tered, they defired, fince the Action was of fuch Honour*
and Confequence, that they might ftill depend upon fuch
great and noble Perfons, as they lately had done. And far-

ther, in Confideration of the late Maffacre and fubfequent
Calamities, they befought his Majefty, to grant them and
the Somer-Ijlands the fole Importation of Tobacco ; alluring

him, that they affected not that contemptible Weed, as a
thing good and defirable in itfelf, but as a prefent Means of
Support. And if it fhould pleafe his Majefty, to fend over
that Aid of Soldiers, whereof they had been put in Hopes^
or any other Afiiftance, they humbly defired, that the Go-
vernor and General Affembly might have a Voice in their"

Difpofal ; fince none at that Diftance, by reafon of Acci-
dents and emergent Occafions, could direct fuch an Affair

fo advantageoufly, as they were enabled to do, by their

Prefence and Experience in the Country.

I N their Letter to the Privy Council, they acknowledged
the Receipt of feveral of theirs, and returned their Thanks
to his Majefty for his princely Care of the Colony

; parti-

cularly for remitting three Pence a Pound in the Cuftom of
Tobacco, and for his gracious Intention to grant them a
fole Importation, than which nothing could give greater

Life, or a more fpeedy Advancement, to the Colony. For
little or nothing could be expected from Poverty, to which
the mean Prices of Tobacco, and great Expence of the

War againft the Indians, had reduced them. Neither had
they, in their prefent State, the Means to fortify them-
felvcs, or to fet up Staple Commodities, which would re-

quire a long Expectation of Profit ; the Fruit of their La-
bours at prefent amounting to no mme, if fo much, as^
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would barelv feed and cloath them. They therefore hum-
bly entreated their Lordfhips, to be a Means to his Ma-
jeily to confirm his gracious Intention ; and to take into

their Confideration the heavy Burthen, of paying for Cuf-

tom above a Third of their Labour ; which, they dcfired,

might be reduced to five per Cent, according to the exprefs

Tenor of their original Charters.

They further told their Lordfhips, that they underftood

bv their Letters, that they had been accufed by one, who
went from hence, of Negle£t in Fortifications, in building

Houfes, and in providing themfelves Suftenance ; but they

protefted againft his Relation, which was, as in other things,

fo in this, moft falfe and flanderous. They had, in due

Submiffion, publifhed their Orders, fent over by Mr. Pory ;

by which they underftood his Majcfty's Intention, to change

the Government. They profefled themfelves ignorant of

the Dangers and Ruin, that threatened them from the Go-
vernment, as it then flood ; and declared, they had no-

thing to accufe thofe Gentlemen of, who had fwayed their

Affairs, fince the Expiration of Sir Thomas Smith's Autho-

rity j their Slavery having fince been converted into Free-

dom, and the Colony cherifhed under a juft and moderate

Government. Neither would they have been fubjecl: to

Cenfure, had not the bitter Effects of the Maffacre clouded

the Company's Zeal and their Endeavours.

But however it might pleafe his Majefty to difpofe of

them, it was their humble Defire, that the Governors,

fent over, might not have abfolute Authority, but might

be retrained to the Confent of the Council ; which Title,

they dcfired, might ftill be retained to the Honour of the

Colony, and not converted to the Name of Affiftants, as

was propofed in an Order of their Board. They faid, they

had found fome Inconveniencies, by the ftri£l Limitations

of the Governor and Council, to proceed according to their

Inftru&ions out of England. For in fo far a Diftance, and
imperfect Knowledge of the Country, thofe things might
feem good in Advice, which might happen to prove very

inconvenient in Execution ; neither was it fit, that any main
ProjecT: fhould be fet on Foot, which had not firft Appro-
bation from hence. They conceived, the prefent -fliort

Continuance of Governors to be very difadvantageous to the

Colony. The firft Year, they were raw and unexperien-

ced in the Country, and for the moft part in ill Difpofition

of Health, through the Change of Climate; the fecond,

they began to underftand fomething of the Affairs of the

Colony ; and the third, they were providing to return. But
tbove all, they made it their moft humble Rcqueft to their

Lordfhips,
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Lordfhips, that they might ftill retain the Liberty of their

Genml Affemblies ; than which nothing couW more con-

duett the pubhek Satisfaaion, and publick Uuh.y.

Th E s E two were figned by almoft the lame rerions as

the former; and I cannot but obferve, to the immortal

Honour of Sir Francis Wyat, that he was fo far trom de-

to the Tyranny of an abfokte Authority, that he was

TJ ftrenuous and active, and joined very cordially in all

thefe Petitions and Reprefentations, for reftrainmg the ex-

orbitant Power of Governors. AM thefe things were car-

ried, in the Affembly, with the utmoft Unanimity and Dil-

patch; and they were kept feeret from the Commimoners,

whom they found to be in other Interefts, and to have quite

different Views from themfelves. For, having at hrlt pro-

ofed to communicate all their Reprefentations and Papers

to the Governor and Affembly, expeding the like Favour

from them, they afterwards flood oft, and indeed absolutely

refufed to let them know any thing they were doing
;
un-

der Pretence, that the Lords of the Privy Council ought

to have the firft View of what they intended to prefent.

Whereupon the Governor and Affembly, fufpefting iome

fmifter Defigns, endeavoured to conceal from the Commu-

fioners what was paffing among them. But Mr. fory, a

Tool of Power, and verfed in Corruption, by the Promiie

of a Reward, obtained Copies of all thefe Writings from

Edward Sharpies, Clerk of the Council ; and altho Captain

Harvey had no Hand in corrupting him, he afterwards pro-

mifed him fifty Pounds of Tobacco, in Reward of his 1 rea-

cherv. This Sharpies had been entertained, by the late Mr.

Secretary David/an, as a Writer in his Office 5
and after

the Secretary's Death, which happened towards the laft of

the former Year, he was admitted fat abc*yc:h»

and Defert, Clerk of the Council, and took an Oath (a

Cony whereof is ftill extant in our Records) to deliver no

Copfes of any Papers or Writings, without theG~ s

Leave. Wherefore I find, at a Court held the loth of May

following, as it appeared by fufficient^^'^^
ownConfeffion, that he, being fworn Clerk of the Council

of State had betrayed their Councils to the Commiffioners,

he was fen enc d to ftand in the Pillory, and there to have

hisTars nailed to it, and cut off- However he.was on/

iuft fet on the Pillory, and loft a Piece of one of h s Lars

}

A Letter was alfo fent by the Governor and Councd to the

Comnanvrto inform them of his Crime and his Punilhment
company, wu

Subornation of him, that

^r«33K totaS. Dealing, «^
Tpon their Guard/«ri prevent h,3 con-apt Prates. But



316 The History ^/VIRGINIA. Book V.
1624. it was now too late for the Company to do any thing in it.

v—v—
• For fuch a mean and proftitute Inftrument of their Aims

Sir Francis anc] Dcfigns, as Pory, had long before this more Power and

vernor.
°" Intereft. at Court, and was likely to be more regarded,

than all the noble, great, and worthy Members of the

Company.
But the Commiffioners, finding, that things were go-

ing in the Aflembly quite contrary to their Hopes and De-
iires, refolved to lay fome of their Powers before them,

which might probably intimidate and influence them, and

jeflrain them from proceeding with fo much Sharpnefs and

Vigor. They therefore opened fome Part of their Com-
mimon to the Aflembly, on the 24th of February. A
Week after, they wrote them a Letter, importing : That
they fuppofed, in a Week's Time, fince their publishing

the Orders of the Lords of the Privy Council, the Aflem-

bly could not but have maturely confidered the fame

:

That therefore, for the fpeedier Advancement of the Colo-

ny in general, and for the fecuring every Man's Intereft in

particular ; and that they might all, by Submiflion and

Thankfulnefs, as by Obedience and Sacrifice both together,

ingratiate themfelves and their common Caufe to his Maje-

jfty's renowned Clemency, They, as Remembrancers,
thought it no lefs than their Duty, to propofe to their Con-
fideration the Form enclofed j which, they hoped, they

would apprehend very fit to be fubferibed by the whole
Aflembly, it being no other, than what they themfelves

would, moft readily, and moft humbly, fet their Hands
unto. The Form propofed was, as follows.

fjf/P^ERE AS we under/land by three ASfs of Council in

England, lately publijbed in this General Affembly, that

his Majejly hath fignified his gracious Pleafure, for the uni-

•verfal Good of this Plantation, which by reafon of our late

Calamities is in an unjettled State, to injlitute another Form

of Government , whereby the Colony may be upheld, and prof-

fer the better in time to come, and to that End hath required

a Surrendry of the prefent Patents, declaring his Royal In-

tention, to ftcure to the particular Members of the Company
fuch Lands and Privileges in the faid Country, as, according

to the Proportion of each Maris Adventure and private In-

tercjl, jhall be found due unto him ; We of this General Af-
fembly do, by Subfcription of our Names, not only profefs and
tejlify our Thanfulnefs, for that his Majejly s mcjl gracious,

end tender Care over us, but do moreover, for our Parts, in-

all Humility and IFillingnefs, fub?nit ourfelves to his princely.

Pleafure, of revoking our eld Charters, and of vouchfafng his

new
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new Letters-patent, to thofe noble Ends and Purpofes, above- 1624.

mentioned.
v—\r
S !

r Francis

Thus to draw the General AfTembly to furrender and «Jbw
G°~

petition for a Revocation of their Charters, which the

Courts in England would by no means fubmit to, was cer-

tainly a very crafty and effedtualWay, to difgrace the Com-
pany, and to make the Colony feem difafFedted to them,

and willing to throw off their Yoke ; and would alfo have
given fome Colour to their violent Suppreffion afterwards.

But the AfTembly feems fully to have underftood their Aim,
and even to Tufpedl:, that this was Part of their Errand and
Inftrudtions from England. For in their Anfwer, they en-

deavoured to draw from them, by what Authority they

made fuch a Propofal, and faid ; As they could not fee,

how this Proportion had any Ground in the Inftrudtions,

they had yet feen, they defired, before the AfTembly
returned an Anfwer, that the Commiffioners would fhew
them the Depth of their Authority j or otherwife fet it

down under their Hands, that they had no further Com-
miffions or Inftrudtions, which might concern them.
But this Anfwer gave the Commiffioners great Offence,

and drew from them a very fierce and menacing Reply :

That they had acknowledged, in delivering their Papers,

that they had neither Commiffion nor Inftrudtion, to move
them to Tu'ofcribe theForm propofed ; neither could the leaft

Shadow of any fuch thing be colledted from their Letter :

That what they had propofed, was out of their Difcretion,

as wholefome Counfel for the Good of the Colony ; neither

was it precipitate or Tudden, but proper to the Time, Oc-
cafion, and Perfons : That the Mark, aimed at, was no
lefs than his Majefty's Favour upon their Perfons and com-
mon Caufe, to be obtained by Obedience and Thankful-
nefs : That as there needed neither Commiffion nor In-

ftrudtion, for them to propound the Practice of fo eminent
a Duty, fo it was lawful for them, as being Freemen and

Planters, to offer to the General AfTembly any reafonable

Motion, tho* of far lefs Confequence ; and had they not

vouchfafed to return an Anfwer, they might juftly have

Teemed difcontented, or at leaft difcourteous : That they

had no Reafon, upon this Occafion, to Tearch into the Depth
of their Authority (Tince their Motion depended not, nor

needed to depend, on their particularCommiffion) much leTs,

to urge them to let down any thing under theirHands : That
they could not profefs, that they had no Tarther CommiT-
fions, which might concern them, beTides that already put

in Execution 3 for their Commiffions, yet unperformed, con*
Y 4 cerned
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1624- cerne'd them in their Houfes, Perfons, Servants, Corn,
*—v

—

f
Cattle, Arms, &c. That however they need not fufpect,

Sir Francis fa^t they would attempt any thing to any Man's Wrong,

ernor.
G

° or which they could not very well ani wer.

To this the Affembly calmly replied : That they had

already prefcnted their humbleft Thanks to his Majefty,

for his gracious Care of them ; and had returned their An-
fwer to the Lords of the Privy Council : That when their

Aflent to the Surrendry of their Charters mould be required

by Authority, it would then be the moft proper Time to

make a Reply : But in the mean while, they conceived,

his Majefty 's Intention to change the Government had pro-

ceeded from wrong Information ; which, they hoped,

would be altered upon their more faithful Declarations.

But the better to enable them to take a View of the Plan-

tations, and to render an exacT: Account of the State of the

Colony, the AfTembly ordered, upon the Commiffioners

Application for their Afliftance, that the feveral Plantations

fhould tranfport them from Plantation to Plantation, as

they fhould defire ; and mould accommodate them in the

bell Manner, their Houfes and Rooms would afford. The
Commiflioners alfo made the Affembly four Propofitions ;

concerning the beft Places of Fortification and Defence

;

the State of the Colony, with Refpecl: to the Savages j the

Hopes, that might be really and truly conceived of the

Plantation ; and the propereft Means, to attain thofe

Hopes : To all which the Affembly gave full and particu-

lar Anfwers. And I cannot but remark, that Captain

JUatthnvs, who had joined with the General Affembly in

their publick Adls and Reprefentations againft the former

Government, did likewife join with the Commimoners in

all thefe Proceedings : Whether he was brought over by the

almighty Force and irrefiftable Allurement of private Ad-
vantage ; or whether he thought himfelf obliged to do
fomething in Conjunction with them, as he was included

\n the fame Commiffion.

The Laws of this AfTembly confifted of thiity five

Articles. For that Manner (taken, I prefume, from the

Articles, fent over by Sir Thomas Smith) was at this time,

and continued long: after, the ufual Way of drawing up
and enacting their Laws ; which indeed had this Good in

it, that all tedious Forms were thereby cut off, and the

main Senfe and Subfbnce of their Acts appeared at once,

in clear and precife Terms. As thefe Laws are the oldeft,

that I can now find upon our Records, and as they contain

fome things of efpeciul Note, I fhall here prefent them to

the Reader.

Thk
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The firft feven related to the Church and Minifty, and

enacted That in every Plantation, where the People were

wont to meet for the Worfhip of God, there fhould be a s^™'.
Houfe, or Room, fet apart for that Purpofe, and not con- verMff

verted to any temporal Ufe whatfoever ; and that a Place

fhould be empaled and fequeftered, only for the Burial of

the Dead : That whofoever fliould abfent himfelf from Di-

vine Service any Sunday, without an allowable Excule,

fhould forfeit a Pound of Tobacco, and that he, who ab-

fented himfelf a Month, fhould forfeit fifty Pounds of To-

bacco : That there fhould be an Uniformity in the Church,

as near as might be, both in Subftance and Circumftance,

to the Canons of the Church of England; and that all

Perfons fhould yield a ready Obedience to them, upon Pair*

of Cenfure : That the 22d of March (the Day of the

Maffacre) fhould be folemnifed and kept holy ; and that all

Other Holidays fhould be obferved, except when two fell to-

gether in theSummer Seafon (theTime of theirWorking and

Crop) when the firft only was to be obferved, by reafon of their

Neceflities and Employment : That no Minifter fhould be

abfent from his Cure, above two Months in the whole

Year, upon Penalty of forfeiting half his Salary ;
and who-

foever was abfent above four Months, fhould forfeit his

whole Salary and his Cure : That whofoever fhould dif-

parage a Minifter, without fufficient Proof to juftify his

Reports, whereby the Minds of his Parifhioners might be

alienated from him, and his Miniftry prove the left effec-

tual, fhould not only pay five hundred Pounds of Tobacco,

but fhould alfo afk the Minifter Forgivenefs, pubhckly in

the Congregation : That no Man fhould difpofe of any of

his Tobacco, before the Minifter was fatisfied, upon For-

feiture of double his Part towards the Salary ; and that one

Man of every Plantation fhould be appointed, to collect the

Minifter's Salary, out of the firft and beft Tobacco andCorn,

The eighth and ninth Articles related to the Gover-

nor's Power : That he fhould not lay any Taxes or Im-

pofitions upon the Colony, their Lands or Commodities,

otherwife than by the Authority of the General Affembly ;

to be levied and employed, as the faid Affembly fliould ap-

point
• That he fhould not withdraw the Inhabitants from

their private Labours to any Service of his own, under any

Colour whatfoever ; and if the pubhek Service fhould re-

quire the Employment of many Hands, before another

General Affembly met to give Order for the fame, in that

Cafe, the levying Men fhould be done, by the Order of the

Governor and whole Body of the Council ;
and hat in

fuch Sort, as to be leaft burthenfome to the People, antf
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1624. moft free from Partiality. Thus early was the AfTembly,

"—v out of the Memory of their paft Miferics and Opprcflions*
** ^:u<^'ous an '^ Cjrefu ^ to eftabliih our Liberties

; and we had

minor,
•" nere5 by &e ready Concurrence and Co-operation of this

excellent Governor, a Petition of Right palLd, above four

Years, before that Matter was indubitably fettled and ex-

plained in England. For thefe two Articles contain the

fame in Effect, as that famous explanatory and fundamental
Law of the Englijh ConfHtution ; viz. The firm Property

of the Subjects Goods, and Eftates, and the Liberty of
their Perfons.

The other Articles enacted : That all the old Planters,

who were here before, or came in at the laff. Arrival of
Sir Thomas Gates (in Augujl 161 1.) fhould both themfelves

and their Pofterity, except fuch as were employed to Com-
mand in Chief, be exempted from their perfonal Service in

the Wars, and from all other publick Charges (Church
Duties only excepted) but without the like Exemption of
their Servants and Families : That no Burgefs of the Gc-r

jieral AfTembly mould be arretted, during the fitting of the

AfTembly, and a Week before and Week after
; upon Pain

of the Creditor's forfeiting his Debt, and fuch Punifhment
upon the Officer, as the Court fhould award : That there

mould be Courts kept once a Month, in the Corporations
of Charles-City and Elifabeth-City, for deciding Suits and
Controverfies, not exceeding the Value of one hundred
Pounds of Tobacco, and for punifhing petty Offences ;

and that the Commanders of the Places, with fuch others,

as the Governor and Council mould appoint by Commiffion,
mould be Judges, the Commanders to be of the Quorum,
and Sentence given by Majority of Voices ; with Referva-
tion neverthelefs of Appeal, after Sentence, to the Gover-
nor and Council j and that whofoever appealed and was caft

Vpon fuch Appeal, fhould pay double Damages : That
every private Planter's Dividend of Land mould be furveyed
and laid off feparately, and the Bounds recorded by the Sur-
veyor, who mould have ten Pounds of Tobacco for every
hundred Acres furveyed ; and that all petty Differences, be-
tween Neighbours about their Bounds, mould be decided
by the Surveyor, but if of Importance, referred to the
Governor and Council : That, for the People's Encourage-
ment to plant Store of Corn, the Price mould be left

free, and every Man might fell it, as dear as he could :

(For the Governor and Council did then, and long after^

wards, fet a Rate Yearly upon all Commodities, with Pe-
nalties upon thofe, who exceeded it) That there mould be
a publick Granery in each ?ariih3 to which every Planter,

above
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above eighteen Years of Age, who had been in the Country

a Year, and was alive at the Crop, fhould contribute a

'

Barrel of Corn, to be difpofed of, for the publick Ufes of^
the Parifh, by the major Part of the Freemen ; the Remain- vt™o'r,

0"

der to be taken out by the Owners, Yearly on St. Thomas's

Day, and the new brought and put in it*s Room : That
three capable Men, of every Parifh, fhould be fworn, to

fee, that every Man planted and tended Corn fufficient for

his Family ; and that thofe, who neglected fo to do, fhould

be prefented by the faid three Men, to the Cenfure of the

Governor and Council : That all Trade with the Indians for

Corn, as well publick as private, fhould be prohibited, after

the June following : That every Freeman fhould fence in a
Quarter of an Acre of Ground, before the Whitfuntide next
enfuing, for planting Vines, Herbs, Roots, and the like,

under the Penalty of ten Pounds of Tobacco a Man ; but
that no Man, for his own Family, fhould be obliged to

fence above an Acre ; and that whofoever had fenced a Gar-
den, and was outed of the Land, fhould be paid for it by
the Owner of the Soil ; and that they fhould alfo plant

Mulberry Trees : That the Proclamations againft Swearing
and Drunkennefs, fet forth by the Governor and Council,

were ratified by this Aflembly ; and it was farther ordered,

that the Churchwardens fhould be fworn, to prefent all Of-
fenders, to the Commanders of their refpec~tive Plantations ;

and that they fhould collect the Forfeitures for publick Ufes :

That a Proclamation fhould be read aboard every Ship, and
afterwards fixed to the Maft, prohibiting them, without

fpecial Order from the Governor and Council, to break

Bulk, or make private Sale of any Commodities, till they

came up to James-City : That the ancient Rates of Com-
modities fhould be ftill in Force ; and that Men fhould be

fworn, in every Plantation, to cenfure the Tobacco : (So old

are the firft Rudiments of our Tobacco-Law ; which never-

thelefs, after fuch long Experience, raifed much Oppofition

and Difturbance : ) That there mould be no Weights or

Meafures ufed, but fuch as were fealed, by Officers appoint-

ed for that Purpofe : That every Dwelling-houfe fhould be

Palifadoed in, for Defence againft the Indians : That no
Man fhould go, or fend abroad, without a fufficient Party,

Well armed : That Men fhould not go to Work, without

their Arms and a Sentinel fet : That the Inhabitants of the

Plantations fhould not go on board Ships, or upon any other

Occafion, in fuch Numbers, as thereby to weaken and en-

danger the Plantation : That the Commander of every Plan-

tation fhould take Care, that there be fufficient of Powder

and Ammurutic-ri within his Plantation 5 and that their

.Pieces?
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1624. Pieces be fixed, and Arms compleat : That there be fuffi-

v—v— cient Watch kept, every Night : That no Commander of

Sir Franm aily Plantation fhould either fpend himfelf, or fuffer others

wor.
G°"

to *Pencl Powder unneceflarily, in Drinking, Entertain-

ments, and the like : That fuch Perfons of Condition, as

were found delinquent in their Duty, and were not fit to

undergo corporal Punjlhment, might notwithstanding be

imprifoned at the Difcretion of the Commander, and for

greater Offences be fubje£f. to a Fine, inflicted by the Month-

ly Court ; fo that it did not exceed the Value abovefaid :

That every Perfon who had not found a Man at the Caftle

(then building at Warrafqueake) fhould pay, forhimfelf and

Servants, five Pounds of Tobacco a Head, towards defray-

ing the Charge of thofe, who had their Servants there

:

That, at the Beginning of July following, every Corpora-

tion fhould fall upon their adjoining Indians ; and that thofe

who fhould be hurt upon the Service, fhould be cured at

the publick Expenee ; and if any were lamed, they fhould

be maintained by the Country, according to their Perfon

and Quality : That for difcharging fuch publick Debts, as

their Troubles had brought upon them,' there fhould be le-

vied ten Pounds of Tobacco upon every Male, above fixteen

Years of Age, then living ; but not including fuch, as had

arrived fince the Beginning of July laft : That no Perfon,

within this Colony, mould prefume, upon the Rumour of

any fuppofed Change and Alteration in England, to be dif-

obedient to the prefent Government, nor Servants to their

private Matters, Officers, or Overfeers, at their utmoft

Peril. And the laft Article related to fending Mr. Pountis

to England, and levying /our Pounds of Tobacco a Head,

to fupport his Expences. Mod of thefe Laws were taken

from preceeding Proclamations and Orders of the Governor
and Council \ and I find, that the Governor was obliged,

foon after, to iffue a Proclamation, forbidding Women to

contract: themfelves to two feveral Men at one time. For

Women being yet fcarce and much in requeft, this Offence

was become very common ; whereby great Difquiet arofe

between Parties, and no fmall Trouble to the Government.
It was therefore ordered ; That every Minifter fhould give

Notice in his Church, that what Man or Woman foever

ihould ufe any Word or Speech, tending to a Contracl of

Marriage, to two feveral Perfons at one time, altho' not

precife and legal, yet fo as might entangle or breed Scruple

in their Confciences, fhould, for fuch their Offence, either

undergo corporal Correction, or be punifhed by Fine, or

otherwife, according to the Quality of the Perfon fo of-

fending.

But
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But whilft the Commiffioners were pufhing thc**Court ^^4-

Defigns in Virginia, the opponent Faction in England were v~—*V—

'

not lefs diligent and induftrious to blacken and defame the Sir Vrantit

Company. To this end, they engaged, according to their ^/t^Q
'

t

Go"

ufual Method, fonie Planters, lately returned from Virgi-

nia, to petition and complain to his Majefty. Neither was
it a difficult thing, among fo many weak, indigent, or
wicked Perfons, as were concerned in the Plantations, to

procure fome to fecond and abet any Complaint, however
falfe and unjuft. Among other Matters of Grievance, they
complained of the many Impofitions and Levies, laid upon
the Planters towards the Support of the Company, from
whom they were wont formerly to receive Relief ; and
therefore they befought his Majefty, to take them into his

Royal Mercy and Protection, and to free them for the future

from the grievous Impofitions of the faid Company. But
Mr. Deputy Farrar defired them, to fet down in Writing
the particular Grievances and Oppreflions, which they thus

complained of in general ; that the Company might thereby
be enabled to return a full and particular Anfwer. This
they promifed to do, but afterwards, upon better Advice,

refufed ; till at length, being farther prefled, they brought
nine Articles, which however they could not be induced to

fubfcribe, being reftrained by thofe behind the Scefte. Thefc
Articles contained criminal Charges of a very high Nature,
and fome of them Capital, againft the Governor and Coun-
cil in Virginia ; fo that the Lawyers of the Company de-

clared, that the Perfons who prefented them, except they

could maintain and make them good, had incurred the Pe-
nalty of Libellers. But at lair, after much Shuffling and
Abfurdity of Complaint and Accufation, the Complainants

in general, and one Perry in particular, confefTed, that al-

tho' they pretended to have Authority and Commiflion from
the Planters in Virginia to make thefe Complaints, yet the

Whole, both the Petition and Grievances, were entirely-

framed in England. Wherefore the Company, perceiving,

they had been abufed and drawn into it by the Malice of

others, thought fit to pafs it over, in Favour and Com-
paffion to their Ignorance and Credulity.

Upon Occafion of thefe grievous Accufations againft the

Governor and Council, Sir Francis Wyai's Character and

Conduct were called much into Qucftion and canvafied.

But he was fufficiently cleared by the reft of the Planters

then in England; who gave ample Teftimony to the Wor-
thinefs and Uprightnefs of his Proceedings, and declared

upon their Confciences, that they efteemed him to be a molt

iuft and fmcere Gentleman, and free from all Manner of
»
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1624. Corruption and privui.c Ends. As therefore lie had, by a

Letter to the Company, declared his Defire to leave the

Government at the Expiration of his Commiflion, which

would be fhortly, they took the Matter into their fcrious

Confideration. But finding, that he had given very great

Satisfaction to the Colony, as appeared by the Report of

the Planters ; and confidering alfo, how much the Compa-
ny was in his Debt, by not furnifhing him with his legal

Number of Tenants, and that they had no Means left to

make good their Promife to him, much lefs were they able

to fet out a new Governor, it was thought beft and moft

advifeable, to continue him ftill in his Office. But fome of

the opponent Faction moving, that Sir Samuel Argall, in

Regard of his Worth, and of his Defire for the Place, might

ftand in Election with him, they were both ballotted ; and

Sir Francis Wyat was chofen by having fixty nine Balls, and

Sir Samuel Argall only eight. And as the Company was

then unable to fend over more Men to him, it was ordered,

that he mould be fupplied with his full Complement, out

of the Company's Tenants in Virginia ; and the Confidera-

tion of fome Recompence, for his former Lofs and Difap-

pointment, was referred to the next Quarter Court.

The laft Parliament, out of their Love and Efleem for

Virginia, but more efpecially out of Regard to the Advance-

ment of the Trade of England, had taken into their Con-
fideration the Cafe of the PlantationTobacco, and had enter-

ed into a very good Courfe about it ; but by Reafon of their

fudden Adjournment and Breach with the King, they were
obliged to leave it unfinifhed. The Company therefore,

being encouraged by this, and quite wearied out by the

equivocal and fufpicious Conduct of the King and his Mi-
nifters, prefented a Petition to the Houfe of Commons, fet-

ting forth :

That after divers Difcoveries had confirmed the Opi-
nion, that Virginia was fituate in a temperate and wholfoma
Climate, that the Soil was rich and fertile, the Country
well watered with fruitful and navigable Rivers, and that

their Ships, through a fair Sea, might have a comfortable

falling in on a fafe Coaft, it pleafed God fo to affecT: the

Minds of divers worthily difpofed Noblemen, Gentlemen,
and others, as to think it a Matter of great Religion and
Honour, to endeavour the Propagation of Chriftianity among
thofe barbarous People, and to gain fuch a hopeful Addition

of Territory to his Majefly's Dominions : That his Ma-
jefty alfo, being informed thereof, and apprehending, that

great Honour and Commodity would thence arife to this

Kingdom, was pleafed, by his moft gracious Letters-patent

of
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of Incorporation, from time to time renewed and enlarged, 1624.

to confer as ample Privileges and Immunities, both for their v—v

—

*

Affiftance, who mould become Directors of the Bufinefsat S r Francis

home, and for their Comfort and Encouragement, that
Go~

would fettle and inhabit the Country, as could be then fore-

feen or defired : That this gave fo general an Encourage-

ment, that Noblemen, Knights, Gentlemen, Citizens, and

others, in great Numbers, became Adventurers ; who, be-

fides their Money, afforded many other Helps by their In-

duftry, towards the Advancement and Perfection of this

noble Work : And that, notwithftanding a Multitude of

Accidents and Difafters, incident to fuch Undertakings in

a remote and favage Country, yet it pleafed God, often to

enliven their Hopes and Endeavours, by fuch an undoubted

Probability of obtaining, at leaft for the Publick and Pofte-

rity, fo beneficial a Retribution for all their Pains and Ex-
pence, as would, in the End, crown their Labours with

as much Glory, Honour, and Profit to the Realm of En-
gland, as could be well wifhed or expected.

They then proceeded to recount the feveral Emolu-
ments and Advantages to England, which they had in their

View and Expectation. 1. The Converfion of the Savages

to Chrijlianity, and efrablifhing the firft Colony of the Re-

formed Religion. 2. The difcharging the Overplus of

neceffitous People, which adminiftered Fewel to dangerous

Infurrecfions, and the leaving greater Plenty for thofe, who
remained. 3. The gaining a large Territory, already

known to be great, and which might prove much greater ;

whofe Fertility of Soil, and Temperature of Clime, agreed

well with the EngUJh, and produced by Nature and In-

duftry, whatever ufeful Commodities were found in any

known Country. 4. The beneficial Fifheries difcovered ;

Which, together with the continual Intercourfe and Com-
merce between People of the fame Nation, would contri-

bute exceedingly to the Increafe of the Englijh Trade and

Navigation. 5. The vaft Quantity of Timber and Mate-

rials, for building and fetting forth Ships ; whereof there

was a great Scarcity throughout all Europe. 6. The Affu-

rance, that many rich Trades might be found out there,

and driven on to the incredible Benefit of the Nation ; be-

fides the no fmall Hopes of an eafy and fhort PafTage to

the South Sea, cither by Sea or Land. 7. The ineftimable

Advantage, that would be gained, in Cafe of War, both

for the eafy affaulting- the Spanijb Wejl- Indies, and for the

relieving and fuccouring ai) Ships and Men of War ; the

Want whereof had in former times, difappointed and over-

thrown fo many Voyages. But hereby {he Benefit to the

EngUJk
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1624. Engiifo would be certain, and the Enemy's Lofs and An-
*—v

—

1 noyance inevitable. After which, they went on in the fol-

S!r Francis lowing Manner :

Wjat, Go-
fo k

•

that now, when the. natural Difficulties,

incident to all new Plantations, are by Diligence and TracSfc

of Time, but moft efpecially by the Blefling of Almighty

God, in a great Meafure overcome ; yet there have rifeii

other unnatural Impediments, proceeding from Faction and

Difcord, from the cunning Courfes and Praclifes of fume

Perfons, who tended wholly to their own Profit, from Mif-

cmployment of the publick Stock, falfe Accounts, and the

like Corruptions and Diverfions from the main Bufinefs ; and

that thefe were fo encrcafed of late, and fupported by ftrong

'Hand, as threatened fpeedy Ruin and Defhu&ion to that

excellent Work, ifRemedies were not timely applied : That
they, the Council and Company of Virginia, differed not

a little from other Companies ; as well in their Competition,

confifting of principal Noblemen, Gentlemen, Merchants

and others ; as in the Ends, for which they were eftablifh-

cd, being not fimply for Matter of Trade, but for things

of a higher and more publick Nature : That neverthelefs^

finding themfelves, in their Body, as it was then diftempered,

unable to be their own Phyficians without higher Affiftance,

they thought it their Duty, as well to clear their own Re-
putation, as in Difcharge of their Confcience, and of the

Truft repoled in them, to reprefent to the Parliament this

Child of the Nation, expofed, as in the Wildernefs, to ex-

treme Danger, and then fainting, as it were, and labouring

for Life.

They therefore humbly entreated that honourable
Houfe, to take into their Commiferation, the diftrefled Co-
lony and oppreffed Company ; and to receive an Account
from fuch of his Majefty's Council for Virginia, as, being

Members of their Houfe, had been appointed by the Com-
pany, to give them a full and exact Relation of all their

Grievances and Oppreflions : Which, tho' of fundry Kinds,
yet had received (as they doubted net to make evident) ei-

ther their Original or Strength from the Lord High Trea-
furer, cut of his private and unjuft Defigns ; not only to

almoft the Overthrow of the Colony, but alfo to the Decep-
tion of his Majefty in his Profit and Revenue, to the great

Prejudice of the whole Kingdom in Matter of Trade, and
even to Points of dangerous Confequence to the Liberty of
the Subject.

This Proceeding was certainly no ways grateful to the
King, who conceived himfelf much injured and affronted,

if the Parliament entered upon any Cgnfideiation, which

WW3
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was not recommended to them by himfelf. For lie looked l624-

upon them, not as the grand Council of the Nation, but of
v—v

—

*

the King ; and expected, that they fhould proceed with the^
F*an

£\
abjecT: Adulation and Submiflion of his Privy Council, and vefnor,

never touch upon any difagreeable Subjects. But above all,

Matters of Grievance were the Points, on which he was
moft tender and touchy, and would often winch grievouf-

ly ; and altho' the thing was difguifed, and even Praifes

were given him in fome Parts of this Petition, yet it was
evidently levelled, in the main, againft him and his Minif-
ters. However, as his Majefty had called this Parliament
with quite different Views, and treated it in a quite different

Manner from the laft, he took no Notice of it, but permit-
ted it to take its Courfe in the Houfe. Its Reception was
alfo fecured by the Complaints, in the latter Part, againft

the Lord High Treafurer ; whom Buckingham and the Prince
were, at this time, pulling down and tearing, as it were,
with great Violence from the King's Side, not without very
great Pain and Grief to his Majefty.

This Petition was committed to the Deputy, and fuch
others of the Council, as were alfo Members of the Houfe
of Commons ; to prefent it to their Houfe, in the Name
of the Council and Company of Virginia. It was received
by the Commons very acceptably, notwithstanding fome
Oppofition at firft ; and a Committee was appointed to hear
and examine their Grievances and Oppreffions, to which;
all of the Company, that were Members of the Houfe, were
admitted, to come and to hear, but not to have any Voice.
But conceiving, that Counfel at Law could not be fo fully

informed of all Paffages, as was requifite, and would not
perhaps be fo cordially concerned, or favourably heard,

they divided their Grievances into four feveral Heads, and
committed them to the following Gentlemen, to deliver

and fpeak to them. I. The Cafe of their Tobacco, with
all the Oppreflions and Impofitions upon it, was committed
to Mr. Deputy-Treafurer, Nicholas Farrar ; i. The Bufi-

nefs of the Contract, to Sir Edwin Sandys : 3. The Pro-

ceedings of the Ccmmiflioners, to the Lord Cavendi/h :

4. All Paffages and Meafures fince, to Sir John Davers.

And all thefe Gentlemen, but efpecially the Lord Cavendifiy

did very nobly and chearfully undertake, to perform and

make good their feveral Parts.

I T was the Misfortune of thefe Affairs, to be brought

into Parliament very late in the Seffions ; and they were

befides of a very tender and delicate Nature. For, in their

Procefs and Iffue, they muft have turned to a plain Ar-

raignment of the Weaknefs and Unfairncfs, or even of the

£ down-
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downright Injuftice and Opprcflivenefs of the King's Con-
duel towards the Company and Colony. The main Buft-

nefs therefore of their Oppreffions and Grievances did not

proceed in Parliament, but was waved and flurred over in

Silence. But the particular Cafe of Tobacco, by the ex-

ceeding Care and Wifdom of Sir Edivin Sandys, afMed by

the Lord Cavendijh, and the other Gentlemen of the Com-
pany, who had Seats in Parliament, was brought to a hap-

py lime. For the Importation of foreign Tobacco was put,

as one of the nine Grievances of the Realm in Point of Trade,

which this Seflion prefented to his Majefty, and defired Re-
lief in. And altho' this was done profefledly for the Good
of England, without any Mention or Relation to Virginia,

yet the Deputy told the Company, that he doubted not,

but the whole Houfe had, in their Hearts, an efpecial Re-
gard to 'the Advancement of the Colonies. And as this

Courfe was as effectual for Exclufion of Spanijh Tobacco,
as if it had been done by Bill, fo was it much better, than

if it had been done by the Bill, which was drawn the laft

Parliament. For fince that Time, the State and Price of

Tobacco was fo much altered, that it could then no ways
bear the twelve Pence a Pound Duty, which that Bill laid

upon it, but muff thereby have been as certainly ruined and

overthrown, as by any other Courfe. But this fecond Way
brought with it all the Good of the Bill, and left out all its

Evil. Wherefore, he faid, it could not be too much com-
mended, nor Sir Edwin Sandys, to whom they were be-

holden for it, fufficiently thanked. And it may be here far-

ther obferved, that the King's Meafures by this time were
entirely reverfed. For the Spanijh Match was now broke

off", and even War was declared againft the King of Spain,

and the whole Houfe of Anf.ria. So that the Intereft of

England would no longer be obliged to ftoop to the Intereft

of Spain ; and a Prohibition of their Tobacco would be ea-

lily granted, as it agreed with the prefent Paffions and Mea-
fures of the Court.

This was the laft Service that Sir Edwin Sandys, or the

Company, were able to do the Colony and Trade. For
foon after, Captain Harvey and Mr. Pory, the Privy Coun-
cil's CommiiTioners, returned from Virginia. What their

Report was of the State of the Colony, I cannot difcover ;

but we may eafily judge, by the Principles and Difpofitions

of the Men, that it was not much to the Honour or Advan-
tage of the prefent Government. Upon their Return there-

fore, his Majefty was pleafed, by a Proclamation bearing

Pate the 15th of July, 1624., to fupprefs the Courfe of their

Courts at Deputy Farrar's. And for the prefent Ordering

of
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of the Affairs of the Colony, 'till a fuller and more perfect

? 1 »„t- nf them could be made, the Lord Prefident of

S^P^CSU with o'ther Privy Counfellors,

nd feveral Knights and Gentlemen, were appomted to vemor,

meet every Thurfday in the Afternoon, at Sir Thomas Smith s

fi, hiPbUpot-Lw, whither all Perfons, whom it

Sriaht concern, were ordered to repair. And thus Sir Tho-

Smith triumphed over the Companies and the Colonies ;

and notwithftanding the authentic Reprefentations of the

Company in England, and our General Affembly here a-

S him, and the plain Detedion of his Cruelties and Op-

preflions, to all Men of common Senfe and common J ultice,

vet he did at laft recover his Power again, and was the Per-

fon chiefly depended upon, by the Solomon of that Age, in

all Matters relating to them. For the Somer-ljlands Courts

had been fuppreffed fome Months before, by a funple Let-

ter from the King ; and Meetings appointed, at Sir Thomas „

Smith's, for the Management of their Affairs. But thete

Meetings were without the Mixture of any Privy Coun- .

fellors, and wholly confifted of himfelf and his Creatures.

And by this time, in the Abfence of Sir Edward Sackvil,

now Earl of Dorfet, their Governor, who had, the Year

before, fucceeded the Lord Cavendijh, now alfo Earl of/fc-

vonjhire, and under Colour of fome Complaints and Men-
tions, the Lords ofthe Privy Council appointed ^Thomas

Smith again Governor of that Company ;
aiTummg to them-

felves a boundlefs Power of placing and difplacing legal Offi-

cers, as they pleafed. This Appointment, Captain Srm h

tells us, was afterwards confirmed, and Sir

defied by the Court. But this Court™ °riy h» FaAion,

who affumed to themfelves that Name:

and Charter For

I find, that many of^^^^^^
£5,^^^^^^
pany, and no ways legal or valid.

. otie GfF
This was the End of the VirginiaC^W^ 01

the nobleft, moft illuftrious, and Pu^-g^
that ever yet the
was an Event B™\ Experience, that it is

Country, as we m Jmeri ' n Je ^ in the Hands
better to be under a Vjc-v , ^
of Proprietors, in what Shape or Man. ^

ft ^ mV^Tc^uS^S* and Oppreulon ;

all imaginable Intta"«j£ *
f Forms of Law were kept

and that not even the D ^
JL'^wSi/^- for the mlft par; turned
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to very bafe and illegal Purpofes) was iflued againft the

Company, yet I cannot underftand, altho' I have taken no
Sir Franr's fmall Pains to find it out, that it ever came to an llTue or
Wyat, Go- Determination- And to diflblve them by the arbitrary Au-

rn°r
' thority of a Proclamation, whilft a legal Procefs was de-

pending, feems but a more bare-faced Injuftice and Oppref-

fion. Far the greater Part of the Company did, by no
means, deferve fuch Treatment. They appear, from all

the Papers and Records that I have perufed, to h^ye been

Gentlemen of very noble, clear, and difinterefted Defigns

;

who, as they were above the Neceflity of any Accefs to

their own Fortunes, were willing and intent to fpend much
of their Time and Money, in advancing an Undertaking,

which they juftly conceived to be of very great Confequence

to their Country. And even Captain Smithy who was cer-

tainly no Friend to the Company, and whofe Hiftory feems

much in Honour and Vindication of Sir Thomas Smith and

his Government, yet owns, that fcarce any of the Nobility

and Gentry expected or aimed at any thing elfe, but the

Profperity of the Action : And he was confidently perfua-

ded, that fome Merchants, and others, took more Care

and Pains, even at their own continual great Charge, than

•hey could be hired to, for the Love of Money ; fo honeftly

regarding the general Good of the Enterprife, that they

would hold it worfe than Sacrilege, to wrong it but a Shil-

ling, or to extort a Penny upon the common People.

It may indeed be thought fomething ftrange, how fo

many Gentlemen, of the nobleft Fortunes and moft publick

Spirits in the Nation, could fo patiently fubmit to fuch evi-

dent Injury and Wrong, without bringing the Matter to a

legal Trial. But they had been much harrafled and fatigued

of late, by the Difcords and Factions in the Company

;

which, they plainly faw, were fupported and abetted by the

King, for fome unjuft and partial Views of his own, being

much charmed with the unexpectedly large and rifing Re-
venue from Tobacco, and therefore defirous to get the

Plantations wholly into his own Hands. They had alfo ex-

pended largely above an hundred thoufand Pounds, out of

their own private Fortunes, without any probable Profpect:

of prefent Retribution or Gain to themfelves ; and they

could not but fee, that proceeding in the Enterprife would
ftill engage them in farther Expences, for which they would
only be expofed to the Abufes and Affronts of the opponent
Faction, and to Injuries and Oppreflions from the King and

his Council. They might alfo confider perhaps the State

of the Courts of Law at that time, which could give them
but flendcr Hopes of obtaining any P.edrefs there. For the

Judge*
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Judges and Oracles of Law are greatly wronged and abufed,

if they were not then, like the lying Oracle of old, much

addicted to pbilippizing, and willing to raife the Royal Pre- ^ Francis

rogative above all Refhaints of Law, or of any other earthly
°°

Power. Their original Records, on which their Proofs

rnuft chiefly depend, had likewife been taken from them

by the Privy Council. And the Earl of Southampton, who
had all their Eyes and Hearts fixed upon him, after languifh-

ing fome time, and having firft loft his eldeft Son, the Lord

Wriothjley, died this following Winter 1624. To which

may be added, that the Succefs of the Colonies was ft ill

doubtful, without the King's Favour and Protection ; or at

Jeaft againft his Will, and the perpetual Stretch of his Power

thwarting and oppreffing them. They therefore filently ac-

quiefced and fubmitted to this illegal Diffolution ; and qui-

etly withdrew from an Affair, which had coft them fo much

Money and Pains, and had given them fuch continual Trou-

ble and Vexation.

FINIS.
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THE

PREFACE.
cfecfo^ ^ t ôe tzvo firfl °f fc^0W

'

inZ Charters, I have

^ feen four Copies ; one among the oldejl Records in

C y the Secretary's Office, much mangled and defaced ;

-jt, Ci another hi the Council Office, tolerably legible ; a
C/vjL;oL,

third, in a very fair Book of Records, which be-

longs, as I take it, to the Houfe of Burgeffes Office ; and the

fourth and mojl correel, Ifound among Sir John Randolph'*

Papers, transcribed by his Clerk, and collated, as I fuppofe,

from different Copies.
,
However, I can venture to affure the

Reader, that the Edition, which I here give by the Help of
the two lajl mentioned Copies, is Jlill fuller and more correel

than any of them. Of the third Charter I have never met

with but one Copy, likewife in Sir John Randolph's Colleclion

of publick Papers. It is pretty correclly tranferibed ; and I
hope, it will be found, with the neceffary Emendations, 1 have

made in it, very complete and exael. 'Thefe are all the King's

Charters to the Company, that I have been able to find ; al-

though they certainly are not all, he granted. For many things

are mentioned in the Company's Records, as drawn from their

Charters, which, are neverthelefs not to be found in ihefe.

But to thefe Royal Charters I have added a fourth, The
Company's Charter and Conftitution of a Council of State

and a General Aflembly ; which I found in the above-men-

tioned Book, belonging to the Clerk's Office of ihe Houfe of

Burgeffes. As their Authority for granting it was unquejlion-

ablc, and as it is of an important Nature, and the firfl

Draught and Foundation of the Conjlitution cf this Colony, I
thought, an Edition of it would not be unacceptable to the

learned and curious Reader.

I once intended (as BiJJ)op Burnet has done, in a very ufe-

ful andfatisfaclory Manner, in his Hi/lory of the Reforma-

tion) to have added fevcral other very cutious Papers and

original Pieces cf Record* But J perceive, to my nofnall

Sur-
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Surprife and Mortification, that fome of my Countrymen (and

thofe too, PerJons of high Fortune and Dijlinclion) feemed to

be much alarmed, and to grudge, that a complete Hiflory of

their own Country ivould run to more than one Volu>ne, and

cofl them above half a Pijlole. I was therefore obliged to

rtflrain my Hand? and only to infert thefefew mofl necejfary

Ifirumems, forfear of enhancing the Price, to the immevje

Charge and irreparable Damage offuch generous and publick-

fpirited Gentlemen.

I thought the Publication of thefe Charters the more proper,

cs I conceive, that they have never been legally revoked, and

as they contain things of very great Confequence and Concern.

For if the Inhabitants and Natives of thefe Colonies are en-

titled to all Liberties, Franchifes, and Immunities of free

Denizens and natural Subjects, to all Intents and Purpofes,

as if they had been abiding and born within the Realm of

England, or any other of his Majefty's Dominions (as is

exprejly declared in Seel. xv. of the firfl, and Seel. xxii. of
the fecond Charter) what Roo?n can there befor that fiavijh

Doclrine, which was broached by a fudge ofNew-York, in

a criminal Trial, (the Cafe of Col. Bayard, publijhed in the

printed Collection of State Trials) that altho' petitioning the

King was no Crime, yet it might be fo, to petition the

Home of Commons in the Plantations, where the King
governs by his PREROGATIVE; a Word always

doubtful, equivocal, andfitfpicious, but to be fure fruitful of
Tyranny and of all arbitrary and illegal Opprejfton, when

vnfixed and unreflrained by the Law. And what Law in

the Plantations can curb the Royal Prerogative, which is faid
io be as ancient as the Crown of England itfelf, and to be

always inherent and irfcpcrable from it ? But it is not to be

fuppofed, that that Dragoon of the Long-Robe, and legal

Pander to Slavery, had any Thought or Defire, to flop with

the Laws the Breach, which he endeavoured to make in the

Liberties of the Colonics ; or to flay, with old moldering

Parchments, the lawlcfs and overwhelming leaves of Prero-

gative.

BUT farther: If we have a Right to all the Liberties,

Franchifes, and Immunities o/Tnglifhmcn, in vain was the

Chicanery of K. Charles 77, and at lafl his abfolute Refufal,

in the Charter tvhich he granted the Colony, to ratify and con-

firm the Power and Authority of the Grand Afiembly,

confifting of the Governor, Council, and BugefTes ; as alfo

io grant and declare, that no Manner of Impofitions o{
Taxes fhould be laid on the Colony, but by the common
Confent of the Governor, Council, and BurgefTes, as had
been theretofore ufed; For ivbat Liberty, Franchife, or
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Immunity is dearer or more effential to Engliflimen, than to

he fubjecl to fuch Laws, as are enacled, and to be liable to

no Taxes, but what are laid upon them, by their own Confent,

in a Parliamentary Way ? And befides, it was then too late

to abridge the Liberties of our General AJJe?nblies, and to keep

them in a precarious and dependent State, as that Prince (ne-

ver a Friend to the Liberties of his People or Mankind, but

about that time particularly plunged in arbitrary Schemes and

Dejigns) endeavoured to do. For above fifty Years before

that, the Company had exprejly ejlablijhed the General Affem-,

bly, by thefourth Charter in this Collection, and by a Power
immediately derivedfrom the King. Andfuppofing their oivn

Charters were afterwards legally revoked, yet that (which

they granted by his Majejly's exprefs Authority and Direc-

tion, and whilji their own Powers were in full Force and Va-

lidity) will not, I prefume, confequently fall and be annulled

with them.

THESE, and the like Conclufions, ivill naturally arife

from the following Charters. And I therefore hope, IJhall

need no other Reafon or Apology, for thus giving them to the

Publick.

N°. I





N°- I.

K. James I.'s Letters Patent to Sir Thomas Gates, Sir

George Somers, and others, for two feyeral Colonies and
Plantations, to be made in Virginia, and other Parts and
Territories of America. Dated April 10, 1606.

I. "T AMES, by the Grace of God, King of England, Scot-

land, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c.
I Whereas our loving and well-difpofed Subje&s, Sir

'Thomas Gates, and Sir George Somers, Knights, Richard
Jiackluit, Clerk, Prebendary of Wefiminfter, and Ed-ward- Maria.
Wingfield, Tbo?nas Hanham, and Ralegh Gilbert, Efqrs. William

Parker, and George Popham, Gentlemen, and divers others of our
loving Subjects, have been humble Suitors unto us, that We would
vouchfafe unto them our Licence, to make Habitation, Planta-

tion, and to deduce a ( olony of fundry of our People into that

Part of America, commonly called Virginia, and other Parts

and Territories in America, either appertaining unto us, or which
are not now actually poffeffed by any Chrifiian Prince or People,

fituate, lying, and being all along the Sea Coafts, between four

and thirty Degrees of Northerly Latitude from the Equinoctial

Line, and five and forty Degrees of the fame Latitude, and in

the main Land between the fame four and thirty and five and

forty Degrees, and the Wands thereunto adjacent, or within one

hundred Miles of the Coafts thereof

;

II. And to that End, and for the more fpeedy Accomplilh-

ment of their faid intended Plantation and Habitation there, are

defirous to divide themfelves into two feveral Colonies and Com-
panies ; The one confifting of certain Knights, G«ntlemen, Mer-

chants, and other Adventurers, of our City of London and elfe-

where, which are, and from time to time {hall be, joined unto

them, which do defire to begin their Plantation and Habitation in

fome fit and convenient Place, between four and thirty and one

and forty Degrees of the faid Latitude, alongft the Coafts of

Virginia anu Coafts of America aforefaid ; And the other con-

fifting of fundry Knights, Gentlemen, Merchants, and other Ad-

venturers, of our Cities of Brifiol and Exeter, and of our Town
of Plimouth, and of other Places, which do join themfelves unto

that Colony, which do defire to begin their Plantation and Ha-

bitation in fome fit and convenient Place, between eight and thirty

Degrees and five and forty Degrees of the faid Latitude, all alongft

the faid Coaft of Virginia and America, as that Coaft lyeth :

III. We, greatly commending, and gracioufly accepting of,

their Defires for the Furtherance of fo noble a Work, which may,

by the Providence of Almighty God, hereafter tend to the Glory

cf his Divine Majefty, in propagating of Ckrijlian Religion to

i"ucl»
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fuch People, as yet live in Darknefs and miferable Ignorance of

the true Knowledge and Worfhip of God, and may in time bring

the Infidels and Savages, living in thofe Parts, to human Civility,

and to a fettled and quiet Government ; DO, by thefe our Let-

ters Patents, gracioufly accept of, and agree to, their humble
and well intended Defires ;

IV. And do therefore, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeflbrs,

GRANT and agree, that the faid Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George

Somers, Richard Hackluit, and Edward-Maria Wingfield, Ad-
venturers of and for our City of London, and all fucli others, as

are, or fhall be, joined unto them of that Colony, fhall be called

the firft Colony ; And they fhall and may begin their faid firfl

Plantation and Habitation, at any Place upon the faid Coaft of

Virginia or America, where they fhall think fit and convenient,

between the faid four and thirty and one and forty Degrees of the

faid Latitude ; And that they mail have all the Lands, Woods,
Soil, Grounds, Havens, Ports, Rivers, Mines, Minerals, Mar-

ines, Waters, Fifhings, Commodities, and Hereditaments, what-

foever, from the faid firft Seat of their Plantation and Habitation

by the Space of fifty Miles of Englijh Statute* Mcafure, all along

the faid Coaft of Virginia and America, towards the Weft and

Soutbtveft, as the Coaft lyeth, with all the Iflands within one

hundred Miles directly over againft the fame Sea Coaft ; And al-

io all the Lands, Soil, Grounds, Havens, Ports, Rivers, Mines,

Minerals, Woods, Waters, Marfties, Fifhings, Commodities, and

Hereditaments, whatfoeverj from the faid Place of their firft Plan-

tation and Habitation for the Space of fifty like Englijb Miles, all

alongft the faid Coaft of Virginia and America, towards the Eafl

and Northeaft, or towards the North, as the Coaft lyeth, toge-

ther with all the iflinds within one hundred Miles, directly over

ugainft the faid Sea Coaft ; And alfo all the Lands, Woods, Soil,

Grounds, Havens, Ports, Rivers, Mines, Minerals, Marfhes, Wa-
ters, Fifhings, Commodities, and Hereditaments, whatfoever,

from the f.ime fifty Miles every way on the Sea Coaft, dire&ly

into the main Land by the Space of one hundred like Englijh

Miles ; And fhall and may inhabit and remain there ; and fhall

and may alfo build and fortify within any the fame, for their bet-

ter Safeguard and Defence, according to their beft Difcretion^ and

the Discretion of the Council of that Colony ; And that no other

of our Subjects fhall be permitted, orfuffered, to plant or inhabit

behind, or on the Backfide of them, towards the main Land,
without the Exprefs Licence or Confent of the Council of that

Colony, thereunto in Writing firft had and dbtained.

V. A n d we do likevvife, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeflbrs,

by thefe Prefents, Grant and agree, that the faid Thomas Han-
ham, and Ralegh Gilbert, William Parker, and George Popbam,
and all others of the Town of Plimouth in the County of Devon,
or clfewhere, which are, or fhail be, joined unto them of that

' Colony, fhall be called the fecond Colony ; And that they fhall and
may begin their faid Plantation and Seat of their firft Abode and
Habitation, at any Place upon the faid Coaft of Virginia and A-
mtiica, where they (hall think fit and convenient, between eight

and
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and thirty Degrees of the faid Latitude, and five and forty De-

grees of the fame Latitude ; And that they (hall have all the

Lands, Soils, Grounds, Havens, Ports, Rivers, Mines, Minerals,

Woods, Marfhes, Waters, Fifliings, Commodities, and Heredita-

ments, whatfoever, from the firft Seat of their Plantation and Ha-

bitation by the Space of fifty like Englijb Miles, as is aforefaid,

all alongft the faid Coaft of Virginia and America, towards the

Weft and Soutkweft, or towards the South, as the Coaft lyeth,

and all the Iflands within one hundred Miles, direftly over againft

the faid Sea Coaft ; And alfo all the Lands, Soils. Grounds, Ha-

vens, Ports, Rivers, Mines, Minerals, Woods, Marfhes, Waters,

Fifhings, Commodities, and Hereditaments, whatfoever, from the

faid Place of their firft Plantation and Habitation for the Space of

fifty like Miles, all alongft the faid Coaft of Virginia and Ame-

rica, towards the Eaft and Nortbeaft, or towards the North, as

the Coaft lyeth, and all the Iflands alfo within one hundred Miles

dire&ly over againft the fame Sea Coaft ; And alfo all the Lands,

Soils, Groun d, Havens, Ports, Rivers, Woods, Mines, Minerals,

Marfhes, Waters, Fifhings, Commodities, and Hereditaments,

whatfoever, from the fame fifty Miles every way on the Sea

Coaft, diredly into the main Land, by the Space of one hundred

like Englijb Miles ; And fhall and may inhabit and remain there ;

and (hall and may alfo build and fortify within any the fame for

their better Safeguard, according to their beft Difcretion, and the

Difcretion of the Council of that Colony ; And that none of our

Subiefts fhall be permitted, or fuffered, to plant or inhabit be-

hind, or on the Back of them, towards the main Land, without

the exprefs Licence of the Council of that Colony, in Writing;

thereunto firft had and obtained.
.

VI Provided always, and our Will and Pleafure herein

is that the Plantation and Habitation of fuch of the faid Colo-

nies, as fhall laft plant themfelves, as aforefaid, fhall not be made

within one hundred like Englijb Miles of the other of them, that

firft began to make their Plantation, as aforefaid.

VII And we do alfo ordain, eftabhfh, and agree, for Us,

our Heirs, and SuccefTors, that each of the faid Colonies fhall

have a Council, which fhall govern and order all Matters and

Caufes, which fhall arife, grow, or happen, to or within the fame

feveral Colonies, according to fuch Laws, Ordinances and In-

ftruafcns, as fhall be, in that behalf given and figned with Our

Hand or Sign Manual, and pafs under the Privy Seal of our

ReSm of England; Each of which Councils fhall confift of thir-

teen Perfons, to be ordained, made, and removed, from t.me

o time according as fhall be directed and comprifed in the fame

nft unions ; And
g

fhall have a feveral Seal, for all Matters that

fh pafs o concern the fame feveral Councils ;
Each of which

c i nTnll We the King's Arms engraven on the one Side there-

'r ^S is Portraiture on the othe? ; And that the Seal for the

n £ nf the faid firft Colony fhall have engraven round about,

on rone SSe, hefe Words,W Regis Magna Britannia
on the one

•

he mher Suk this Mention, round

%Z7'p%St& Vir^- And lbe Seal

III
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the Council of the faid fecond Colony (hall alfo have engraven,

round about the one Side thereof, the aforeflid Words ; Sigillum

Re^is Magna, Britannia, Francis, £ff Hibernia ; and on the

Other Side ; Pro Concilio fecunda Colonise Virginia:

VIII. And that alfo there (hall be a Council eftablifhed here

in England, which (hill, in like Manner, confift of thirteen Per-

fons, °to be, for that Purpofe, appointed by Us, our Heirs and

Succefibrs, which (hall be called our Council of Virginia ; And
fh ill, from time to time, have the fuperior Managing and Direc-

tion, only of and for all Matters, that (hall or may concern the

Government, as well of the faid feveral Colonies, as of and for

any other Part or Place, within the aforefaid Precindts of four

and thirty and five and forty Degrees, abovementioned ; Which
Council (hall, in like manner, have a Seal, for Matters concern-

ing the Council or Colonies", with the like Arms and Portraiture,

as aforefaid, with this Infcription, engraven round about on the

one Side ; Sigillum Regis Magna Britannia
,
Francia, & Hiber-

nia ; and round about the other Side, Pro Concilio fuo Virginia.

IX. And moreover, we do Grant and agree, for Us, our

Heirs and Succefibrs, that the faid feveral Councils, of and for

the faid feveral Colonies, (hall and lawfully may, by Virtue

hereof, from time to time, without any Interruption of Us, our

Heirs or Succefibrs, give and take Order, to dig, mine, and

fearch for all Manner of Mines of Gold, Silver, and Copper, as

well within any Part of their faid feveral Colonies, as of the faid

main Lands on the Backfide of the fame Colonies ; And to Have
and enjoy the Gold, Silver, and Copper, to be gotten thereof,

to the Ufe and Behoof of the fame Colonies, and the Plantations

thereof; Yielding therefore, to Us, our Heirs and Succefibrs,

the fifth Part only of all the fame Gold and Silver, and the fif-

teenth Part of all the fame Copper, fo to be gotten or had, as is

aforefaid, without any other Manner of Profit or Account, to be

given or yielded to Us,
t
our Heirs, or Succefibrs, for or in Re-

Ipedl of the fame

:

X. A n d that they (hall, or lawfully may, eftablifh and caufe

to be made a Coin, to pafs current there between the People of

thofe feveral Colonies, for the more Eafe of TrafHck and Bargain-

ing between and amongft them and the Natives there, of fuch Me-
tal, ard in fuch Manner and Form, as the faid feveral Councils,

there (hill limit and appoint.

XI. And we do likewife, for Us, our Heirs, and Succefibrs,

by thefe Prefents, give full Power and Authority to the faid Sir

Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers, Richard Hackluit, Edvuard-Ma-

fid Wingfield, Thomas Hanham, Ralegh Gilbert, William Parker

;

and George Popbam, and to every of them, and to the faid feveral

Companies, Plantations, and Colonies, that they, and every of

them, (hall and may, at all and every time and times hereafter,

have, take, and lead in the faid Voyage, and for and towards the

faid feveral Plantations and Colonies, and to travel thitherward,

and to abide and inhabit there, in every the faid Colonies and

Plantations, fuch and fo many of our Subjedls, as (hall willingly

accompany them, or any of them, in the faid Voyages and Plan-

tations*
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tations ; With fufficient Shipping, and Furniture of Armour,

Weapons, Ordinance, Powder, Viftual, and all other things, ne-

ceffary for the faid Plantations, and for their Ufe and Defence

there: Provided always, that none of the faidPerfons be fuch,

as fhall hereafter be fpeckdly retrained by Us, our Heirs, or Sue-

ccfTors.

XII. Moreover, we do, by thefe Prefents, for Us, our

Heirs, and Succeffors, Give and grant Licence unto the faid

Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers, Richard Hackluit, Edxvard-

Maria IVingfield, Thomas Hanham, Ralegh Gilbert, William

Parker, and George Popham, and to every of the faid Colonies,

that they, and every of them, fhall and may, from time to time,

and at all times for ever hereafter, for their feveral Defences,

encounter, expulfe, repel* and refift, as well by Sea as by

Land, by all Ways and Means whatfoever, all and every fuch

Perfon and Petfons, as without the efpecial Licence of the faid

feveral Colonies and Plantations, fhall attempt to inhabit within

the faid feveral Precincts and Limits of the faid feveral Colonies

and Plantations, or any of them, or that fhall enterprife or at-

tempt, at any time hereafter, the Hurt, Detriment, or Annoy-

ance, of the faid feveral Colonies or Plantations :

XIII. Giving and granting, by thefe Prefents, unto the

faid Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers, Richard Hackluit, Ed-

ward-Maria Wingfield, and their Aflbciates of the faid firft Co-

lony and unto the faid Thomas Hanham, Ralegh Gilbert, Wtl~

Ham Parker, and George Popham, and their Aflbciates of the

faid fecond Colony, and to every of them, from time to t.me;

and at all times forever hereafter, Power and Authority to takes,

and furprife, by all Ways and Means whatfoever, all and every

Perfon and Perfons, with their Ships, Veffels, Goods and other

Furniture, which fhall be found trafficking, into any Harbour or

Harbours, Creek or Creeks, or Place, within the Limits or Prt-

fcinfts of the faid feveral Colonies and Plantations, not being of

the fame Colony, until fuch time, as they, being of any Realm*

or Dominions under our Obedience, fhall pay, or agree to pay

to the Hands of the Treafurer of that Colony, within whofe

Limits and Precinfts they fhall fo traffick, two and a half upon

every Hundred, of any thing, fo by them trafficked, bought or

fold; And being Strangers, and not Subjecls under our Obey-

fance, until they fhall pay five upon every Hundred, of fuch

Wares and Merchandifes, as they fhall traffick, buy, or fell,

within the Precinfts of the faid feveral;Colonies, wherein they

mall fo traffick, buy, or fell as aforefaid ;
Which Sums of

Money, or Benefit, as afore faid, for and daring the Space of one

and tw nty Years,' next enfuing the Date hereof, firi be wholly

emploicd to the Ufe, Bcneht, and Behoof of the faid feveral

Plantations where fuch Traffick fhall be made j And after the
Plantations, wner

fame^ ^ ^ ^
HfeTfuf oThLI and Succeffors, by fuch Officers and 1ft*

tnfters, as by Us, our Heirs, and Succeffors, fhall be thereunto

afiigued or appointed.
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XIV. And we do further, by thefe Prefents, for Us, our

Heirs, and SuccefTors, Give and grant unto the faid Sir Tho-

mas Gates, Sir George Somers, Richard Hackluit, and Edward-
Maria lVin%field, and to their Affociates of the faid firft Colony

and Plantation, and to the faid Thomas Hanham, Ralegh Gilbert
%

William Parker, and George Popham, and their Affociates of the

faid fecond Colony and Plantation, that they, and every of them,

by their Deputies, Minifters, and Fattors, may tranfport the

Goods, Chatties, Armour, Munition, and Furniture, needful to

be ufed by them, for their faid Apparel, Food, Defence, or

Otherwife in Refpefbof the faid Plantations, out of our Realms

of England and Ireland, and all other our Dominions, from
time to time, for and during the Time of feven Years, next en-

fuing the Date hereof, for the better Relief of the faid feveral

Colonies and Plantations, without any Cultom, Subftdy, or other

Duty, unto Us, our Heirs, or SuccefTors, to be yielded or paid

for the fame.

XV. Also we do, for Us, our Heirs, and SuccefTors, De-
clare, by thefe Prefents, that all and every the Perfons, being

our Subjects, which fhall dwell and inhabit within every or any

of the faid feveral Colonies and Plantations, and every of their

Children, which fhall happen to be born within any of the Li-

mits and Precin&s of the faid feveral Colonies and Plantations^

fhall have and enjoy all Liberties, Franchifes, and Immunities,

within any of our other Dominions, to all Intents and-Purpofes,

as if they had been abiding and born, within this our Realm
of England, or any other of our faid Dominions.

XVI. Moreover, our gracious Will and Pleafure is, and we
do, by thefe Prefents, for Us, our Heirs, and SuccefTors, declare

and fet forth, that if any Perfon or Perfons, which fhall be of

any of the faid Colonies and Plantations, or any other, which
fhall traffick to the faid Colonies and Plantations, or any
of them, fhall, at any time or times hereafter, tranfport any
Wares, Merchandifes, or Commodities, out of any our Domini-
ons, with a Pretence to land, fell, or otherwife difpofe of the

fame, within any the Limits and Precincts of any the faid Color
nies and Plantations, and yet neverthelefs, being at Sea, or af-

ter he hath landed the fame within any of the faid Colonies

and Plantations, fhall carry the fame into any other foreign

Country, with a Purpofe there to fell or difpofe of the fame,
without the Licence of Us, our Heirs, and SuccefTors, in that

Behalf firft had and obtained 3 That then, all the Goods and
Chattels of fuch Perfon or Perfons, fo offending and tranfporting>

together with the faid Ship or Veffel, wherein fuch Tranfporta-

tion was made, fhall be forfeited to Us, our Heirs, and Suc-

cefTors.

XVII. Provided always, and our Will and Pleafure is, and
We do hereby declare to all Chrijlian Kings, Princes, and States,

that if any Perfon or Perfons, which fhall hereafter be of any
of the faid feveral Colonies and Plantations, or any other, by his,

their or any of their Licence and Appointment, fnall, at any

fime ur times hereafter, rob or ffQilj by Sea or by Land, or do
any



K. Jamesh firft Charter For Virginia, 'April 10, 1606.

jiny Aft of unjuft and unlawful Hoftility, to any the Subje&s of

]Us oar Heirs, or Succeffors, or any the Subjects of any King,

Prince, Ruler, Governor, or State, being then in League or

Amity with Us, our Heirs, or Succeffors, and that upon fuch

Injury, or upon juft Complaint of fuch Prince, Ruler, Gover-

nor, or State, or their Subjects, We, Qur Heirs, or Succeffors,

fhall make open Proclamation, within any of the Ports of our

Realm of England, commodious for that Purpofe, That the faid.

Perfon or Perfons, having committed any fuch Robbery or Spoil,

fhall, Within the Term to be limited by fuch Proclamations, make

full Reftitution or Satisfaction of all fuch Injuries done, fo as

the faid Princes, or others, fo complaining, may hold themfelves

fully fatisfied and contented ; And that, if the faid Perfon or

Perfons, having committed fuch Robbery or Spoil, {hall not

make, or caufe to be made, Satisfaction accordingly, within

fuch Time fo to be limited, That then it (hall be lawful to Us,

our Heirs, and Succeffors, to put the faid Perfon or Perfons,

having committed fuch Robbery or Spoil, and their Procurers,

Abetters, or Comforters, out of our Allegiance and Protection i

And that it fhall be lawful and free, for all Princes and others,

to purfue with Hoftility the faid Offenders, and every of them,

and their and every of their Procurers, Aiders, Abetters, and

Comforters, in that Behalf.

XVIII. And finally, we do, for Us, our Heirs, and Succef-

fors, Grant and agree, to and with the faid Sir Thomas Gatei%

Si,- George Somen, Richard Hackluit, and Edward-Maria Wing-

field, and all others of the faid firft Colony, that We, our Heirs,

and Succeffors, upon Petition in that Behalf to be made, fhall,

by Letters-patent under the Great Seal of England, Give ancj

Grant unto fuch Perfons, their Heirs, and Affigns, as the

Council of that Colony, or the moft Part of them, fhall, for

that Purpofe nominate and aflign, all the Lands, Tenements and

-Hereditaments, which fhall be within the Precinfts limited for

that Colony, as is aforefaid, To be holden of Us, our Heirs,

and Succeffors, as of our Manor of Eaft-Greenwich m the Coun-

ty of Kent, in free and common Soccage only, and not m Ca-

pite : _ TT
XIX. And do, in like Manner, Grant and agree, for Us,

our Heirs, and Succeffors, to and with the faid Thomas Hanham,

Ralegh Gilbert, William Parker., and George Popham, and all

others of the faid fecond Colony, that We, our Heirs and Suc-

ceffors, upon Petition in that Behalf to be made, fhall by Let-

ters-patent under the Great Seal of England, Give and Grant

unto fuch Perfons, their Heirs, and Affigns as the Council of

that Colony, or the moft Part of them, fhall, for that Purpofe,

nominate and affign, all the Lands, Tenements rjid Heredita-

ments, which fhall be within the Precinfts limited for that Colo-

ny, as is aforefaid, To be holden of Us, our Hens and Suc-

ceffors as of our Manour of Eajl Greenwich in the County of

Kent 'in free and common Soccage only, and not in Capite.

XX All which Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, fo>.

to be palled by the faid feveral Letters-paient, fhall be- fufficient

^ r A a 2 Affurance
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Affurance from the faid Patentees, fo diftributed and divided

amonglt the Undertakers for the Plantation of the faid feveral

Colonies, and fuch as lhall make their Plantations in either of

the faid feveral Colonies, in fuch Manner and Form, and for

fuch Eftates. as (hall be ordered and fet down by the Council of

the faid Colony, or the moil Part of them, refpeftively, within

which the fame Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments lhall lye

or be ; Although exprefs Mention of the true yearly Value or

Certainty of the Premifes, or any of them, or of any other

Gifts or Grants, by Us or any of our Progenitors or Predecef-

fors, to the aforefaid Sir Thomas Gates, Knt. Sir George Somen,

Knt. Richard Hackluit, Ednvard-Maria Wingfield, Thomas Han-

ham, Raleigh Gilbert, William Parker, and George Popham, or

any of them, heretofore made, in thefe Prefents, is not made ;

Or any Statute, Aft, Ordinance, or Provifion, Proclamation, or

Reftraint, to the contrary hereof had, made, ordained, or any

other Thing, Caufe, or Matter whatfoever, in any wife not-

withftanding. In Witness whereof, we have caufed thefe our

Letters to be made Patents ; Witnefs Ourfelf at Wefiminfier, the

tenth Day of April, in the fourth Year of our Reign of England,

France, and Ireland, and of Scotland the nine and thirtieth.

Lukin

Per breve de privato Sigillo.

N°. II.

King James the I.'s fecond Charter to the Treafurer and

Co?npany for Virginia, erecling them into a Corporation

and Body politick^ and for the further Enlargement and
Explanation of the Privileges of the faid Company and

firjl Colony of Virginia. Dated May 23, 1609.

I. ?IAMES, by the Grace of God, King of England, Scotland,

J Prance, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith &c. To all, to

whom thefe Prefents lhall come, Greeting. Whereas, at the

humble Suit and Pvequeft of fandry our laving and well difpofed

SubjecT:'!, intending to deduce a Colony, and to make Habitation
and Plantation of fandry our People, in that Part of America, com-
monly called Virginia, and other Parts and Territories in Ame-
rica, either appertaining unto Us, or which are not actually pof-

feffed of any Chrijiian Prince or People, within certain Bounds and
Regions, We have formerly by our Letters-patents, bearing
Date the tenth Day of April, in the fourth Year of our Reign
of England, Prance, and Ireland, and of Scotland the nine and
thirtieth, Granted to Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers, and
others, for the more fpeedy Accomplifhment of the faid Planta-

tion and Habitation, that they fhould divide themfelves into

two Colonies (the one confiding of divers Knights, Gentlemen,
Merchants, and others, of our City of London, called the first

Cc-
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Colony ; And the other confiding of divers Knights, Gen-

tlemen, and others, of our Cities of Briftol, Exeter, and Town

of Plimouth, and other Places, called the second Colony)

And have yielded and granted many and fundry Privileges and

Liberties to each Colony, for their quiet Settling and good Go-

vernment therein, as by the faid Letters-patents more at large

appeareth
^Q m̂yx<̂ as divers and fundry of our loving Sub-

ie£t% as well Adventurers, as Planters, of the faid firft Colony,

which have already engaged themfelves in furthering the Bufi-

nefs of the faid Colony and Plantation, and do further intend,

by the Affiftance of Almighty God, to profecute the fame to a

happy End, have of late been humble Suitors unto us, that (in

Reipeft of their great Charges and the Adventure of many of

their Lives, which they have hazarded in the faid Difcovery and

Plantation of the faid Country) We would be pleafed to grant

them a further Enlargement and Explanation of the faid Grant,

Privileges and Liberties, and that fuch Counfellors, and other

Officer!, may be appointed amongit them, to manage and direct

their Affairs, as are willing and ready to adventure with them,

as alfo whofe Dwellings are not fo far remote from the City of

London, but that they may, at convenient Times, be ready at

hand, to give their Advice and Affiftance, upon all Occafions

"ill"We greatly affefting the effeaual Profecution and happy

Succefs of the faid Plantation, and commending their good De-

fires therein, for their further Encouragement in accompliftiing io.

excellent a Work, much pleafing to God, and profitable to our

Kingdom, Do, of our fpecial Grace, and certain Knowledge,

and mere Motion, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeflbrs Give,

Grant, and Confirm, to our trufty and welfbeloved Subjects

Earl of Salifbury, Thomas, Earl of Suffolk Henry Earl

^ Southampton, William, Earl of Pembroke ftjJ.Mrf
Lincoln Earl of Dorfet, Thomas, Earl of Exeter Phihp Earl ot

MontomfZ Robert, Lord Vifcount Life Theophdus Lord

twtdofwaldenjJames Montague, Lord Biffiop of Bath^

Wells, Edward, Lord louche, Thomas, Lord Lawarr WtlUm

Lord 'Mounteagle, Ralph, Lord Ewre Edmond Lord SbefficU

Grey, Lord Chandois, Lord Compton, John Lord Petre Joon

P^tt^^ £K marTonXf:*S W%, Efq; Sir William Wade,

In 7fHenry Ne-vil, Knt. Sir Thomas Smith, Knt Sir Oliver

5" J/J Knt Sir Peter Manhood, Knt. Sir Drue Drury, Knt.

c
rT/ W Knt Si Thomas Challoner, Knt. Sir Robert Drury,

Knt
7
tr^WC^ Knt. Sir Horatio Fere, Knt. Sir Edward

CoLa, Knt. Sir William Brown\ Knt. Sir Maurice Berkeley,

Ynt Sir Rob rt Man/el, Knt. Sir Jmias Prefton Knt Sir Tho-

^ , Knt Sir Anthony A/bly, Knt. Sir Michael Sandys,

T ?S ff«n \nt
y

Sir Stephen Soame, Knt. Sir Calif-

K
,
nt

" R 5 Knt Sir Edward Michelborn, Knt. Sir John Rat-

o5*lWM, Knt. Sir George Moor, Knt
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Sir Hugh Wirral, Knt. Sir Thomas Dennis, Knt. Sir John Holies,

Knt. Sir William Godolphin, Knt. Sir Thomas Monfon, Knt. Sir

Thomas Ridgwine, Knt. Sir John Brooke, Knt. Sir obert Killi-

grew, Knt. Sir Henry Peyton, Knt. Sir ; iehard William/on, Knt.
Sir Ferdinando Weynman, Knt. Sir William St. John, Knt. Sir

Thomas Holcroft, Knt. Sir y<?£# Mallory, Knt. Sir AVgw AJhton,

Knt. ^ir Walter Cope, Knt. Sir Richard Wigmore, Knight,

Sir William Coke, Knight, -ir Herbert Crofte, Knt. Sir Henry
Fanjhaw, Knt. Sir "o^* Smith, Knt. Sir Francis Wolley, Knt. ir

Edzvard Waterhoufe, Knt. Mr Henry Seekford, Knt. * Sir Edwin
Sandys, Knt. " ir Thomas Waynam, Knt. Sir V^A* Trevor, Knt.
Sir Warwick Heele, Knt. v ir ' obert Wroth, Knt. Sir <ohn,Town-

fend, Knt. Sir Chriftopeer Perkins, Knt. Sir Daniel Dun, Knt. Sir

'Henry Hobart, Knt. Sir Francis Bacon, Knt. Sir Henry Montague,

Knt. Sir George Coppin, Knt. Sir Samuel Sandys, Knt. Sir Thomas
Roe, Knt. Sir George Somers, Knt. Sir Thomas Freake, Knt. Sir

Thomas Harwell, Knt. Sir Charles Kelke, Knt. Sir Baptiji Hicks,

Knt. Sir Watts, Knt. Sir Pobert Carey, Knt. Sir William

Romney, Knt. Sir Thomas Middleton, Knt. Sir Hatton Cheeke, Knt.

Sir *0£» Qg7^, Knt Sir Cavallero Meycot, Knt. Sir Stephen Rid-'

dlefdon, Knt. Sir Thomas Bludder, Knt. Sir Anthony Aucher, Knt.

Sir Robert tohnfbn, Knt. Sir Thomas Panton, Knt. Sir Charles

Morgan, Knt. Sir Stephen Pole, Knt. Sir Burlacit, Knt. Sir

Chrijiopher Cleave, Knt. Sir George Hayward, Knt. Sir Thomas
Davis, Knt. Sir Thomas Sutton, Knt. Sir Anthony Foreft, Knt. Sir

Robert Payne, Knt. Sir j
1^/.' Digby, Knt. Sir Dudley Digges, Knt.

Sir Fowland Cotton, Knt. Dr. Matthew 'utcliffe, Dr. Meadows,
Dr. Turner, Dr. Pu<?, "apt. Pagnam, Capt. Jeffrey Holcrofte,

Captain Romney, Captain //f«ry ty'lV. Captain Sheltoa, Captain

Sparks, Captain Thomas Wyat, Captain Brinjly, Captain William.

Courtney, Captain Herbert, Captain Clarke, ' Captain Dfwhurjf,

Caelum
'

John Blundell, Captain Fryer, Captain Lewis Orwell^
Captain Edward Loyd, Captain Slingejby, Captain Hawley, Cap-
tain Orvie, Captain Woodhoufe, Captain Mafon, Captain Thomas

Holcroft, Captain Coir, Captain Holies, Captain William

Proude, Captain Henry Woodhoufe, Captain Richard Lindejey, Cap-
tain Dexter, Captain William Winter, Captain Pearfe, CaPta '!A.

John Bingham, Captain Burray, Captain Thomas Conway, Cap-
tain Rookwood, Captain William Lovelace, Captain John Ajhley,

Captain Thomas Wynne, Captain Thomas Mewtis, Captain Edward
Harwood, Captain Michael Everard, Captain Comock, Captain

Mills, Captain Pigot, Captain Edward-Maria Wingfield, Captain,

* The Adventurers Names are vafrly confufed and different in the different

M. S. Copies of this Charter. 1 chrfe the two faireft and molt corredl Copies,

that I had met with, to transcribe this from ; and altho' they both agree in

writing 'tbs Name, Sir Edioard Sands, or Sandis, yet they are both certainly

wrong, as might be eafily proved, were it worth while, and "ould not be too

tedious. I was alfo much puzzled to ndjufr and fet richt others of the Names
;

and altho' I was at no fmall Pains in collating the Copies, and in confulting'

and referring to other ancient Letters Patents and Papers, yet I will not rffirm

tbat I am not often miltaken. But however erroneous and perplexed the Names
of th° Adventurers may be, yet I found the main Body, and material Parts^ of

tfie Charter, very clear, lull, and correft,

Chrijiopher
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Chrijlopher Newport, Captain John Sicklemore, alias Ratclijf?,

Captain John Smith, Captain John Martin, Captain Peter Wynne,

Captain Waldoe, Captain Thomas Wood, Captain Thomas Button,

George Bolls, Efq; Sheriff ot London, William Crafhaw, Clerk,

Batchelor of Divinity, William Seabright, Efq; Chrijlopher Brooke,

Efq; John Bingley, Efq; Thomas Wat/on, Efq; Richard Percival,

Efq; John Moore, Efq; Hugh Brcoker, Efq; David Woodhoufe,

Efq; Anthony Aucher, Efq; Robert Bowyer, Efq; Ralph Ewens %

Efq; Zachary Jones, Efq; George Calvert, Efq; William Dob/on ,

Efq; ffczzry Reynolds, Efq; Thomas Walker, Efq; Anthony Barnars,

Efq; Thomas Sandvs, Efq; Hfwry Sandys, Efq; Richard Sandys,

Efq; Son of Sir £^Wa Sandys, William Oxenbridge, Efq; 7°^«

JkW*, Efq; 7Vjo««j fTi#e», Efq; 7o£» Efq; Je^a J^Zfcr,

Efq; Thomas Webb, Jehu Robin/on, William Brewfter, Robert E->

yelyn, Henry Danby, Richard Hackluit, Miniiter, John Eldred,

Merchant, William Ruffel, Merchant, John Merrick, Merchant,

Richard Banijler, Merchant, Charles Anthony, Goidfmith, John

Banks, William Evans, Richard Humble, Richard Chamberlayne,

Merchant, Thomas Barber, Merchant, Richard Pomet, Merchant,

John Fletcher, Merchant, Thomas Nicholls, Merchant, John Stoke,

Merchant, Gabriel Archer, Francis Covel, William Bonham, Ed-

ward Harrifon, John Wolflenholme, Nicholas Salter, Hugh Evan^

William Barnes, Otho Mawdet, Richard Staper, Merchant, John

Elkin, Merchant, William Coyfe, Thomas Perkin, Cooper, Hum-

phry James, Cooper, Henry Jack/on, Robert Singleton, Chrijlopher

Nicholls, John Harper, Abraham Chamberlayne, Thomas Shipton,

Thomas Carpenter, Anthony Crew, George Holman, Robert Hill,

Cleophas Smith, Ralph Harrifon, John Farmer, James Brearley,

William Crojby, Richard Cox, John Gearing, Richard Strongarm;

Ironmongers, Thomas Langton, Griffith Hinton, Richard Ironfide,

Fichard Dean, Richard Turner > William Law/on, Mercer, James

Chatfield, Edward Allen Tedder, Fobert Hildebrand Spnnfon, Ar-

thur Moufe, John Gardiner, James Fujfel, hichard Ca/well, hich-

ard Evans, John Hawkins, Fichard Kerril, Richard Brooke, Mat-

thew Scrivener, Gentleman, William Sfallenge, Gentleman Ar-

thur Venn, Gentleman, Sandys Webbe, Gentleman, Michael Phet-

tiblace Gentleman, William Phettiplace, Gentleman, Ambrofe

Prufey, Gentleman, John Taverner, Gentleman, George Pretty,

Gentleman, Peter Latham, Gentleman, Thornas Montford.Gen-

tleman, William Lantrel, Gentleman, Fichard W&*> Gentleman,

Balph Moreton, Gentleman, John Cornelius, Martin Freeman,

Balph Freeman, Andrew Moore, Thomas White, Edward Perkin,

Robert Offley, Thomas Whitley, George Pit, Fobert Parkhurf, Tho-

mas Morris, Peter Harloe, Jeffry Duppa, John Gilbert, V ilham

Hancock, Matthew Brown, Francis Tyrrel, Randal Carter, Otho-

Well Smith, Thomas Hamond, Martin Bond' Haberdafte.u John

Moulfoe, obert John/on, iMUiam Young, John hoodal, Hilliam

Felgate, Humfrey Wefiwood, f
cihard < hampton, henry J obinfon,

Francis Mabes, W illiam Sambach, alegh Crafhaw, Daniel Tucker,

Thorns Grave, Hugh A illejton, Thomas Culpepper, of Viigfel, Efq;

John Culpepper, Gentleman, Henry Lee, Jofias Kirton, Genthman,

John Poo, Gentleman, Htuiy Ol/int, Gmgt Burton, U ill,ant

* J Atkmfonf
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jftkinfon, Thomas Fore/}, John 'ujfel, John Holt, Harman Har-

rifon, Gabriel Pee del, John Beedcl, Henry Davjkes, George Scot,

Edward Fleetwood, Gentleman, Pichurd Rogers, Gentleman, Ar-

thur I obinfon, ' obert obinfon, John Huntley , John Gray, Wil-

liam Payne, William Field, William Wattey, William Webjler;

John Dingley, Thomas Draper, Pichard Glanniil, Arnold Hulls,

Henry ' oe, William More, Nicholas Gryce, James Monger, Ni-

cholas Andrews, Jeremy Haydon, Ironmonger, Philip Durette,

John Quarles, John Wr/?, Matthew .^pringham, John John/on,

Chrijlopher Hore, Thomas Snead, George Berkeley, Arthur Pet
i

Thomas Careles, William Berkeley, Thomas John/on, Alexander

Bents, Captain 'William King, George Sandys, Gentleman, James

White, Gentleman, Edmond Wynne, Charles Towler, Richard Rey-

nold, Edivard Webb, /ichard Maple/den, Thomas Lever, David
Bourne, Thomas Wood, P.alph } amer, Edward Barnes, Mercer,

John Wright, Mercer, Robert Middleton, Edward Littlefield, Ka-
tharine Weft, Thomas Web, Ralph King, Pobert Coppin, James Af-

kew, Chrijlopher Bolt, William Bardwell, Alexander Chiles, Lewis

Tate, Edward Ditchfield, James Swifte, RichardW'iddowes, Gold-

fmith, Edmond Brudenell,Edward Burwell, John Hansford,Edward
Wooller, William Palmer, Haberdafher, John Badger, John Bodg-

fon, Peter MoUnfel, John ( arril, John Bu/bridge,W illiam Dun,1ho-

masjohnfon, Nicholas Benfon, Thomas Shipton, Nathaniel Wade,
Randal Wetwood, Matthew Dequejier, C harles Hawkins, Hugh

Hamerjley, Abraham Cartwright, George Bennet, William Cater±

Richard Goddart, Benry Cromwell, Phineas I et, Robert Cooper^

John Cooper, ' enn Newce, Edward Wilkes, Robert Bateman, Ni-

cholas Farrar, John Newhoufe, John Cafon, 'Ihomas Harris, Gen-
tleman, George Etheridge, Gentleman, Thomas Mayle, Gentleman;

Richard Stafford, ' homas , R ichard Cooper, John Wef-
trow, Edward Welch, 'Thomas Britain, "Thomas Knowles, Ocla-

•vian Thome, Edmond Smith, John March, Edward Carew, Tho-

mas t leyda11, Richard Let, M'les Palmer, Henry rice, John Jo-

fhua, Gentleman, William Clauday, Jeremy earfye, John Bree;

Gentleman, William Hampfon, Chrijlopher * ickford, Thomas hunt±

Thomas 1rujlon, Chrijlopher Salmon, John Howard, Clerk, Rich-

ard Partridge, Allen Caffen, Felix Wilfon, Thomas Bathurjl, George

Wilmer, Andrew Wilmer, Maurice Leuvellin, Ihomas Godwinj

Peter Burgoyne, Thomas Burgoyne, Robert Burgoyne, Robert Smith,

Merchant-taylor, Edward Cage, Grocer, 'Thomas Cannon, Gen-
tleman, William Welby, Stationer, Clement Wilmer, Gentleman,

Jojm Clapham, Gentleman, Giles Francis, Gentleman, GeorgH

Walker, Sadler, John Swinhow, Stationer, Ed<ward Bijhop, Sta-

tioner, Leonard White, Gentleman, Chrijlopher Baron, t eter Ben-

fon, Richard Smith, George J roclor, Minifter, Millicent Ramjden}

Widow, Jofeph Soane, 'ihomas Binjhaw, John Baker, Robert

Thornton, John Davis, Edward Facet, George Newce, Gentleman,

John Xobinfon, Captain '1 homas Wood, William Brown, Shoema-

ker, Robert Barker, Shoemaker, Robert ) ennington, Francis Bur~

ley, Minifter, William Quick, Grocer, Edward Lewis, Grocer,

Laurence Campe, Draper, Aden Verkins, Grocer, Richard Shepherd^

Preacher, William Sherlej, Haberdaiher, William Taylor, Haber-

da&ef/
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daflier, Edwin Lukin, Gentleman, John Franklyn, Haberuiiher,
?'ohn Southwick, Peter Peate, George Johan, Ironmonger, George
'eardley, Gentleman, Henry Shelley, j ohn Prat, Thomas Churchy

Draper, William Powel, Gentleman, Richard Frith, Gentlem an-

Thomas Wheeler, Draper, Francis Hafelrig, Gentleman, Hugh
Shipley, Gentleman, John Andrews the Elder, Doftor of Cam-
bridge, Francis Whifiler, Gentleman, John Vajfal, Gentleman,
Richard Howie, Edward Berkeley, Gentleman, Richard Keneridg*

burg, Gentleman, Nicholas Exton, Draper, William Bennet, Fifh-

monger, James Haywood, Merchant, Nicholas 1/aac, Merchant,
William Gibbs, Merchant, Bijhop, Bernard Mitchel, 1/aac
Mitcbel, John Streate, Edward Gall, John Martin, Gentleman,
Thomas Fox, Luke Lodge, John Woodliffe, Gentleman, Richard
Webb, Vincent Low, Samuel Burnham, Edmund Pears, Haber-
daflier, John Googe, John St. John, Edward Vaughan, William
Dunn, Thomas Alcocke, John Andrews the You .ger, of Cam-
bridge, Samuel Smith, Thomas Gerrard, Thomas Whittingham^
William Canning, Paul Canning, George Chandler, Henrv V ncent,

Thomas Ketley, James Skelton, James Mountaine, George Webb,
Gentleman, Jofeph Newbridge, Smith, Jojiah Mand, Cap-
tain Ralph Hamer, the Younger, Edward Brewjler, the Son of
William Brewjler, Leonard Harwood, Mercer, Philip Druerdent,

William Carpenter, Triflian Hill, Robert Cock, Grocer, Laurence

Green, Grocer, Samuel Winch, Grocer, Humphrey Stile, Grocer,

Averie Dransjield, Grocer, Edward Hodges, Grocer, Edward
Beale, Grocer, Thomas Culler, Grocer, Ralph Bujby, Grocer,

John Whittingham, Grocer, John Hide, Grocer, Matthew
Shepherd, Grocer, Thomas Allen, Grocer, Richard Hooker, Gro-
cer, Lawrence Munks, Grocer, John Tanner, Grocer, Peter

Gate, Grocer, John Blunt, Grocer, Robert Phips, Grocer, Ro-

bert Berrisford, Grocer, Thomas Wells, Grocer, John Ellis,

Grocer, Henry Colthurjl, Grocer, John Ca'vady, Grocer, Thomas

Jennings, Grocer, Edmond Pajball, Grocer, Timothy Bathurft,.

Grocer, Giles Parjlow, Grocer, Robert Milmay, Grocer, Richard

John/on, Grocer, William John/on, Vintner, Ezekiel Smith,

Richard Martin, William Sharpe, Robert Rich, William Stan-

nard, Innholder, John Stocken, William Strachey, Gentleman, _

George Parmer, Gentleman, Thomas Gypes, Clothworker, Abra-

ham Dawes, Gentleman, Thomas Brocket, Gentleman, George

Bache, Fifhmonger, John Dike, Fifhmonger, Henry Sprarger,

Richard Farrington, Chriftopher Vertue, Vintner, Thomas Bayly,

Vintner, George Robins, Vintner, Tobias Hinfon, Grocer, Vrian

Spencer, Clement Chicheley, John Scarpe, Gentleman, James

Campbell, Ironmonger, Chriftopher Clitheroe, Ironmonger, Philip

Jacob/on, Peter Jacobfon, of Antwerp, William Berkeley, Miles

Banks, Cutler, Peter Hig%o7is, Grocer, Henry John, Gentleman,

John Stokeley, Merchant-taylor, The Company of Mercers, the

Company of Grocers, the Company of Drapers, the Company

Fifhmongers, the Company of Goldfmiths, the Company of

Skinners, the Company of Merchant-taylers, the Company of

Haberdamers, the Company of Salters, the Company of Iron-

mongers, the Company of Vintners, the Company Clothworkers,
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the 'ompiv of Dyers, the Comp my of Brewers, the Company

of Leatherfellers, ihe Comp ny of Pcwterers, the Company of

Cutlers the Company of Whirebakers, the Company of Wax-
Chandlers, the Company of Tallow-Ch mdlers, the Company of

Armorers, the Company of Girdlers, the Company of Butchers,

the Compmy of 3 :dlers, the Company of Carpenters, the Com-
pany of Cor wayners, the Company of Buber-Chirurgeons, the

Compmy of Paintflainers, the Company of Curriers, the Com-
pany of Mafons, the Company of Plumbers, the Company In-

holders, the Company of Founders, the Company of Poulterers,

the Company of Cooks, the Company of Coopers, the Company
of Tylers and Bricklayers, the Company of Bowyers, the Com-
pany of Fletchers, the Company of Blackfmiths, the Company
of Joiners, the Company of Weavers, the Company of Wool-

men, the Company of Woodmongers, the Company of Scrive-

ners, the Company of Fruiterers, the Company of Plaiflers, the

Company of Brovvnbakers, the Company of Stationers, the

Company of Imbroiderers, the Company of Upholders, the

Company of Muficians, the Company of Turners, the Com-
pany of Gardiners, the Company of Bifketmakers, the Corn-

puny of Gbziers, "John Le-vet, Merchant, Thomas Nornicot, Cloth-

worker, Richard Venn, Haberdafher, Thomas Scot, Gentleman,

Thomas Juxon, Merchant-taylor, George Hankinfon, Thomas Seyerf

Gentleman, Matthew Cooper, George Butler, Gentleman, Thomas

Lawfon, Gentleman, Edward Smith, Haberdafher, Stephen Spar'

row, John Jones, Merchant, Reynolds, Brewer, Thomas

Plummer, Merchant, James Duppa, Brewer, Rowland Coitmore,

William Southerne, George Whitmore, Haberdafher, Anthony Gof-

fiold, the Younger, John Alien, Fifhmonger, Simon Teomans,

Fifhmonger, Lancelot Davis, Gentlemen, John Hopkins, Alder-

man of Brijlol, John Kettleby, Gentleman, Richard Clene, Gold-

fmith, George Hooker, Gentleman, Robert Chening, Yeoman j

and to fuch, and fo many, as they do, or fhall hereafter, ad-

mit to be joined with them, in Form hereafter in thefe Prefents

expreffeJ, whether they go in their Perfons, to be Planters there

in the faid Plantation, or whether they go not, but adventure

their Monies, Goods, or Chattels ; that they fhall be one
Body or Commonalty perpetual, and fhall have perpetual Suc-

ceffion, and one Common Seal, to ferve for the faid Body or

Commonalty ; And that they, and their Succeffors, fhall be
Known, called, and incorporated by the Name of, The
Treafurer and Company of Adventurers and Planters of the City of
London for the firjl Colony in Virginia :

IV. An d ih it they, and their Succeffors, fhall be, from hence-
forth, for ever enabled to take, acquire, and purchase,
fcy the Name aforefii.J ( Licence for the fame, from Us, our
Heirs or Succeffors, firft had and obtained) any Manner of Lands,
Tenements, and Hereditaments, Goods, and Chattels, within
our Realm of England, and Dominion of Wales :

V. And that they, and their Succeffors, fhall likewife be ena-
bled, by the Name aforefaid, to plead, and be imphaded,
before any of our Judges or Juftices, in any of our Courts, and
in any Acliyns or Suits whatfoever. VI.
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VI A N » we do alfo, of our fpecial Grace, certain Knowledge,

and mere Motion, give, grant, and confirm, unto the fud

Treafurer and Company, and their Succeffors, under the Refer-

vations, Limitations and Declarations, hereafter expreffed all

thofe Lands, Countries, and Territories, fituate, lying, and be-

ing in that Part of America called Virginia, from tne Point

of Land, called Cape or Point Comfort, all along the Sea oaft

to the North-ward two hundred Miles, and from the faid Point or.

Cape Comfort, all along the Sea oaft, to the Southward two hun-

dred Miles, and all that Space and Circuit of Land, lying from

the Sea Toaft of the Precind aforefaid, up into the Land, through-

out from Sea to Sea, Weft, and Nortbwejt ; And alfo all the If-

lands lyine within one hundred Miles, along the Coaft ol both.

Seas of the Precinft aforefaid; Together ^th all the Soils

Grounds, Havens, and Ports, Mines, as well Royal Mines of Gold

and Silver, as other Minerals, Pearls, and precious Stones, Quar-

ries Woods, Rivers, Waters Fifhings, Commodities, Juncti-

ons! Royalties, Privileges, Franchifes, and Preeminences, within

the faid Territories, and the Precincts thereof, whatfoever, and

thereto and thereabouts, both by Sea and Land being, or in any

fort belonging or appertaining, and which We, by our Lexers

Patents, may or can grant, in as ample Manner and Sort as We

or any our noble Progenitors, have heretofore granted to any

Company, Body politick or corporate, or to any Adventurer, or

Adventurers, Undertaker or Undertakers, of any D.fcov-enes,

Plantations, or Traffick, of in or into any. foreign Par*.whatfo-

ever and in as large and ample Manner, as if the fame wera

he rin particularly mentioned and expreffed ;
To have and to,

bold, poffefe and enjoy, all and lingular the faid Lands, Coun-

ties and Territories, with all and lingular other the Prem fes,

heretofore by thefe Prefents granted, or menuoned to be granted,

to them the faid Treafurer and Company, their Succeffors and

AFi™ for ever ; To the fole and proper Ufe of them the faid

Company, their Suctlfors and Aligns for ever>

Purpofe, Hull, from time to u
,

particular Por,
Distri bote, «2ijf&Si3SE~ by thele Prefents,

dpns of Lnnd>, Tenemen ,
an

formerly granted on o fcAOW lov g J

$ p
. J
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Refpeft be had, as well of the Proportion of the Adventurer, at

to the fpecial Service, Hazard, Exploit, or Merit of any Perfon,

fo to be recompenced, advanced, or rewarded.

VIII. And forafmuch, ks the good and profperous Succefs of

the faid Plantation cannot but chiefly depend, next under the

Blefling of God, and the Support of our Royal Authority, upon

the provident and good Direction of the whole Enterprize, by

a careful and undcrlhnding Council, and that it is not conve-

nient, that all the Adventurers lhall be fo often drawn to meet

and afTemble, as fhall be requifite for them to have Meetings and

Conference about the Affairs thereof ; Therefore we do ordain,

efhblifh, and confirm, that there fhall be perpetually one Coun-
cil here refident, according to the Tenour of our former Let-

ters-patents ; Which Council fhall have a Seal, for the better

Government and Adminiftration of the faid Plantation, befides

the legal Seal of the Company or Corporation, as in our former

Letters-patents is alfo expreffed.

IX. And further, we establish and ordain, that Henry,

Earl of Southampton, William, Earl of Pembroke, Henry, Earl of

Lincoln, Thomas, Earl of Exeter, Robert, Lord Vifcount Lifle,

Lord Theophilus Howard, James, Lord Bifhop of Bath and Wells,

Edward, Lord Zcuche, Thomas, Lord Lawarr, William, Lord

Monteagle, Edmond, Lord Sheffield, Grey, Lord Chandois, John,

Lord Stanhope, George, Lord Carew, Sir Humfrey Weld, Lord

Miyor of London, Sir Edward Cecil, Sir William Wade, Sir

Henry Nevil, Sir Thomas Smith, Sir Oliver Cromwell, Sir Peter

Manwood, Sir Thomas Challoner, Sir Henry Hobart, Sir Francis

Bacon, Sir George Coppin, Sir "John Scot, Sir Henry Carey, Sir

Robert Drury, Sir Horatio Vere, Sir Edward Conway, Sir Mau-
rice Berkeley, Sir Thomas Gates, Sir Michael Sandys Sir Robert

Manfel, Sir John Trevor, Sir Amias Prefton, Sir William Godol-

fhin, Sir Walter Cope, Sir Robert Killigretv, Sir Henry Fan/haw,
Sir Edwin Sandys, Sir John Watts, Sir Henry Montague, Sir

William Romney, Sir Thomas Roe, Sir Baptijl Hicks, Sir Richard.

William/on, Sir Stephen Poole, Sir Dudley Digges, Chrijlopher

Brooke, Efq; John Eldred, and John Woljlenholme, fhall be our

Council for the faid Company of Adventurers and Planters in.

Virginia.

' X. And the faid Sir Thomas Smith we do ordain to be Trea-
furer of the faid Company ; which Treafurer (hall have Authority

to give Order, for the Warning of the Council, and fummoning
the Company, to their Courts and Meetings.

1 XI. And the faid Council and Treafurer, or any of

them, fhall be from henceforth, nominated, chofen, continued,

flifplaced, changed, altered, and fupplied, as Death, or othet1

feveral Occafions, fhall require, out of the Company of the faid

Adventurers, by the Voice of the greater Part of the faid Com-
pany and Adventurers, in their Aflembly for, that Purpofe :

Provided always, that every Counsellor, fo newly elected, fhall>

be prefemed to the Lord Chancellor of England, or to the Lord
High Treafurer of England, or to the Lord Chamberlain of the

Hcdehcld of Us, our Heirsa and Succefibrs, for the time being^
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to take his Oath of a Courfellor to Us, our Heirs, and Succef-

fors, for the faid Company of Adventurers and Colony in Vir-

ginia.

XII. An d we do, by thefe Prefents, of our fpecial Grace,

certain Knowledge, and mere Motion, for Us, our Heirs and

Succeffors, Grant unto the faid Treafurer and Company, and

their Succeffors, that if it happen, at any time or times, the

Treafurer for the time being to be fick, or to have any fuch

Caufe of Abfence from the City of London, as fhall be allowed by

the faid Council, or the greater Part of them, affembled, fo as

he cannot attend the Affairs of that Company, in every fuch Cafe,

it fhall and may be lawful for fuch Treafurer for the time being,

to afiign, conititute and appoint, one of the Council or Company,

to be likevvife allowed by the Council, or the greater Part of them,

affembled, to be the Deputy Treafurer of the faid Company j

Which Deputy fhall have Power, to do and execute all things,

which belong to the faid Treafurer, during fuch time, as fuch

Treafurer fhall be either fick, or otherwife abfent upon Caufe al-

lowed of by the faid Council, or the major Part of them, as a-

forefaid, fo fully and wholly, and in as large and ample Manner

and Form, to all Intents and Purpofes, as the faid Treafurer, if

he were prefent, himfelf might or could do and execute the fame.

XIII. And further, of our fpecial Grace, certain Knowledge,

and mere Motion, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeffors, we do, by

$hefe Prefents, Give and Grant full Power and Authority to

our faid Council, here refident, as well at this prefent Time, a*

hereafter from time to time, to nominate, make, conftitute, or-

dain, and confirm, by fuch Name or Names, Stile or Stiles, as

to them fhall feem good, And likewife to revoke, difcharge,

Change, and alter, as well all and fingular Governors, Officers,

and Minifters, which already have been made, as alfo which

hereafter fhall be by them thought fit and needful to be made or

yfed, for the Government of the faid Colony and Plantation ;

XIV And alfo to make, ordain, and eftabhfh all Manner of

Orders, Laws, Direftions, Inftruftions, Forms, and Ceremonies

of Government and Magiftracy, fit and neceffary for and con-

cerning the Government of the faid Colony and Plantation ; And

the fame, at all times hereafter, to abrogate revoke, or change,

tot only within the Precinfts of the faid Colony, but alfo upon

the Seas in going and coming, to and from the faid Colony, as

they in their good Difcretion, fhall think to be fitted forth*

Cood of the Adventurers and Inhabitants there.

' XV And we do alfo declare, that, for divers Reafons and

Confidcrations us thereunto efpecially moving, our Will and

Pleafure is, and we do hereby Orda 1N ,
that immediately from

and after fuch time, as any fuch Governor or prmcmal Officer fo

to be nominated and appointed, by our faid Council, for the Go-

vernment of the faid Colony, as aforefaid, fhall arrive m Vvrp.

lia ?nd give Notice unto the Colony there refident of our Plea-

fare in this Behalf, the Government, Power, and Authority of the

Prefident and Council, heretofore by our former Letters Patents

Jhere eftablifhed, and all Laws and Confutations, by them for-
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jnerly made, fhall utterly cecife and be determined, And all Offi-

cers, Governors, and Miniiters, formerly constituted or appointed,

fhall be difcharged, any thing, in our faid former Letters Patents

concerning the faid Plantation contained, in any wife to the con-

trary notwithstanding; Straightly charging and commanding the

Prefident and Council, now refident in the faid Colony, upon

their Allegiance, after Knowledge given unto them of our Will

and Pleafure, by thefe Prefents fignified and declared, that they

forthwith be obedient to fuch Governor or Governors, as by our

faid Council, here refident, fhall be named and appointed, as a-

forefaid, and to all Directions, Orders, and Commandments,

which they mall receive from them, as well in the prefent Rcfign-

ing and Giving up of their Authority, Offices, Charge, and PI <ces,

as in all other Attendance, as lhall be by them, from time to

time, required.

XVI. And we do further, by thefe Prefent% Ordain and

eftablifh, that the faid Treafurer and Council here refident,

and their Succeffors, or any four of them, being affembled (the

Treafurer being one) flnll, from time to time, have full Power

and Authority, to admit and receive any other Perfon into their

Company, Corporation, and Freedom ; And further, in a Gene-

ral Affembly of the Adventurers, with the Confent of the greater

Part, upon good Caufe, to disfranchife and put out any Perfon

or Perfcns, out of the faid Freedom and Company.
XVII. And we do alfo Grant and confirm, for Us, our

Heirs and Succeffors, that it fhall be lawful for the faid Treafu-

rer and Company, and their Succeffors, by Direction of the Go-
vernors there, to dig and to fearch for all Manner of Mines of

Gold, Silver, Copper, Iron, Lead, Tin, and all Sorts of Mine-

rals, as well within the Precinct aforefaid, as within arjy Part of

the main Land, not formerly granted to any other \ And Tq
have and enjoy the Gold, Silver, Copper, Iron, Lead, and

Tin, and all other Minerals, to be gotten thereby, to the Ufe
and Behoof of the faid Company of Planters and Adventurers

;

Yielding thereof, and paying Yearly, unto Us, our Heirs and

Succcfibrs, as aforefaid.

XVIII. And we do further, of our fpecial Grace, certain

Knowledge, and mere Motion, for Us, our Heirs, and Succef-

for?, Grant, by thefe Prefents, to and with the faid Treafurer

and Company, and their Succeffors, that it fhall be lawful and
free for them, and their Affigns, at all and every time and times

hereafter, out of our Realm of England, and out of all other our

Pominions, to take and lead into the faid Voyages, and for and
towards the faid Plantation, and to travel thitherwards, and to

abide and inhabit there in the faid Colony and Plantation, all

fuch and fo many of our loving Subjects, or any other Strangers,

that will become our loving Subjects and live under our Obedi-
ence, as fhall willingly accompany them in the faid Voyage and
Plantation ; With fufficient Shipping, Armour, Weapons, Or-
dinance, Munition, Powder, Shot, Victuals, and fuch Merchant
difes or Wares, as are efteemed by the wild People in thofe

Parts, Cloathing, Implements, Furniture, Cattle, Horfes, and
Mares,
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Mares, and all other things, neceffary for the faid Plantation, and

for their Ufe, and Defence, and Trade with the People there}

and in paffing and returning to and fro ; Without yielding or

paying Subfidy, Cuftom, Impofuion, or any other Tax or Duty,

to Us, our Heirs or Succeffors, for the Space of feven Years

from the Date of thefe Prefents : Provided, that none of the

faid Perfons be fuch, as mail be hereafter, by efpecial Name,

retrained by Us, our Heirs, and Succeffors.

XIX. And for their further Encouragement, of our fpecial

Grace and Favour, we do, by thefe Prefents, for Us, our Heirs,

and Succeffors Yield and Grant, to and with the faid Trea-

furer and Company, and their Succeffors, and every of them,

their Factors, and Affigns, that they, and every of them, fhall

be free of all Subfidies and Cuftoms in Virginia^ for the Space of

one and twenty Years, and from all Taxes and Impofitions, for

ever, upon any Goods or Merchandifes, at any time or times here-

after, either upon Importation thither, or Exportation from thence,

into our Realm of England, or into any other of our Realms or

Dominions, by the faid Treafurer and Company, and their Suc-

ceffors, their Deputies, Fa&ors, or Affigns, or any of them

:

Except only the five Pounds per Cent, due for Cuftom, upon all

fuch Goods and Merchandifes, as fhall be brought or imported

into our Realm of England, or any other of thefe our Dominions,

according to the ancient Trade of Merchants; Which five

Pounds per Cent, only being paid, it fhall be thenceforth law-

ful and free for the faid Adventurers, the fame Goods and Mer-

chandifes to export, and carry out of our faid Dominions, into

foreign Parts, without any Cuftom, Tax, or other Duty, to be

paid to Us, our Heirs, or Succeffors, or to any other our Officers

or Deputies: Provided, that the faid Goods and Merchandifes

be fhipped out, within thirteen Months, after their firft Landing

within any Part of thofe Dominions.

XX A n d we do alfo Grant and confirm to the faid irea-

furer and Company, and their Succeffors, as alfo to all and every

fuch Governor, or other Officers and Minifters, as by our faid

Council fhall be appointed to have Power and Authority of Go-

vernment and Command, in or over the faid Colony and Planta-

tion ; That they, and every of them, fhall and lawfully may,

from time to time, and at all times for ever hereafter, for their

feveral Defence and Safety, encounter, expulfe,:repel and refill,

bv Force and Arms, as well by Sea as by Land and aD[Way.-

and Means whatfoever, all and every fuch Perfon and Perfons

whatfoever, as (without the fpecial Licence of the faid Treafurer

2fd"Company, and their Succeffors) fhall attempt to inhabit,

within the
P

faid feveral Precinds and Limits of the faid Colony

S Plantation ; And alfo, all and every fuch Perfon and Perfons

whatfoever, as fhall enterprife or attempt, at any time hereafter,

Seftruaion Invnfion, Hurt, De riment or Annoyance to the

fcid Colony and Plantation, as is likewife fpecfied in the faid for-

m
XXf

ran

AN d that it fhr.ll be lawful for the faid Treafurer and

Comply* and their Surfors>
and every of thera' from
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time, and at all times for ever hereafter, and they (hall hari

full Power and Authority, to take and furprife, by all Ways and

Means whatfoever, all and every Perfon and Perfons whatsoever,

with their Ships, Goods, and other Furniture, trafficking in any

Harbour, Creek, or Place, within the Limits or Precincts of the

faid Colony and Plantation, * not being allowed by the faid

Company to be Adventurers or Planters of the faid Colony, until

fuch time, as they, being of any Realms and Dominions under

our Obedience, Hull pay, or agree to pay, to the Hands of the

Treafurer or of fome other Officer, deputed by the faid Gover-

nor of Virginia (over and above fuch Subfidy and Cuftom, as the

faid Company is, or hereafter fhall be, to pay) five Pounds pef

Cent, upon all Goods and Merchandifes fo brought in thither,

and alfo five per Cent, upon all Goods by them fhipped out from

thence ; And being Strangers, and not under our Obedience,

until they have paid (over and above fuch Subfidy and Cuftom, as

the faid Treafurer and Company, or their Succeffors, is, or here-

after fhall be, to pay) ten Pounds per Cent, upon all fuch Goods,

likewife carried in and out, any thing, in the faid former Let-

ters Patents, to the contrary notwithstanding ; And the fame

Sums of Money and Benefit, as aforefaid, for and during the

Space of one and twenty Years, fhall be wholly employed to the

Benefit, Ufe, and Behoof of the faid Colony and Plantation

;

And after the faid one and twenty Years ended, the fime fhall

be taken to the Ufe of Us, our Heirs, and Succefibrs, by fuch

Officers and Minifters, as by Us, our Heirs, or Succeffors, fhall

be thereunto afligned and appointed, as is fpecified in the faid

former Letters Patents.

XXII. Also, we do, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeffors, de-
clare, by thefe Prefents, that all and every the Perfons, being

our Subjects, which fhall go and inhabit within the faid Colony
and Plantation, and every of their Children and Pofterity, which
ffiall happen to be born within any the Limits thereof, fhall

have and enjoy all Liberties, Franchifes, and Immunities of
free Denizens and natural Subjects, within any of our other Do-
minions, to all Intents and Purpofes, ns if they had been abiding

and born, within this our Realm of England, or in any other ot

Our Dominions.

XXIII. And forafmuch, as it fhall be neceffary for all fuch
our loving Subjects, as fhall inhabit within the faid Precincts of
Virginia, aforefaid, to determine to live together, in the Fear
and true Worfhip of Almighty God, Chriftian Peace, and civil

Quietnefs, each with other, whereby every one may, with more
jSafety, Pleafure, and Profit, enjoy that, whereunto they fhall

attain with great Pain and Peril ; We, for Us, our Heirs and
Succeffors, are likewife pleafed and contented, and by thefe Pre-
fents, do give and crant unto the faid Treafurer and Com-
pany, and their Succeffors, and to fuch Governors, Officers, and

Mi-

* It is and being in the Original
; but the Scnfe carried me fo clearly to it/

that I ventured to make thi« Correction, letting the Reader at the fame
lime kavw it,
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Minifters, as (hall be, by our faid Council, conftituted and ap-

pointed, according to the Natures and Limits of their Offices

and Places refpeftively, that they (hall and may, from time to

time for ever hereafter, within the faid Precinfts of Virginia, or

in the Way by % Sea thither and from thence, have full and ab-

folute Power and Authority, to correct, punifh, pardon, govern,

and rule, all fuch the Subjects of Us, our Heirs, and SucceiTors,

as (hall, from time to time, adventure themfelves in any Voyage

thither, or that fhall, at any time hereafter, inhabit in the Pre-

cihfts and Territories of the faid Colony, as aforefaid, according

to fuch Orders^ Ordinances, Cbnftitutions, Directions, and In-

ftru&ions, as by our faid Council, as aforefaid, (hall be eftablifh-

ed ; And in Deff ft thereof, in cafe of Neceffity, according to

the good \ Difcretions of the faid Governor and Officers, re-

fpeftively, as well in Cafes capital and criminal as civil, both

marine and other ; So always, as the faid Statutes, Ordinances,

and Proceedings, as near as conveniently may be, be agreeable

to the Laws, Statutes, Government, and Policy of this our

Realm of England.

XXIV. And we do further, of our fpecial Grace, certairi

Knowledge, and mere Motion, grant, declare, and or-

dain, that fuch principal Governor, as, from time to time,

fliall duly and lawfully be authorifed and appointed, in Manner

and Form in thefe Prefents heretofore expreffed, fhall have full

Power and Authority, to ufe and exercife Martial Law, in Cafes

of Rebellion or Mutiny, in as large and ample Manner, as our

Lieutenants in our * Counties, within this our Realm of En-

gland, have, or ought to have, by Force of their Commiifions of

Lieutenancy.

XXV. And furthermore, if any Perfon or Perfons, Adven-

turers or Planters of the faid Colony, or any other, at any time

Or times hereafter, {hall traafport any Monies, Goods, or Mer-

chandifes, out of any of our Kingdoms, With a Pretence or

Purpofe, to land, fell, or otherwife difpofe of the fame, within

the Limits or Bounds of the faid Colony, and yet neverthelefs

being at Sea, or after he hath landed within any Part ot the faid

Colony, fliall carry the fame into any other foreign Country

with a Furpofe there to fell and difpofe thereof ;
That then, all

the Goods and Chattels of the faid Perfon, or Perfons, fo of-

fending and tranfported, together with the Ship or Veffel where-

in fuch Tranfportation was made, fliall be forfeited to Us, our

Heirs and SucceiTors. . f

XXVI And further, our Will and Pleafure is, that in all

Queftions'and Doubts, that {hall arife, upon any Difficulty of

Conftruftion or Interpretation of any thing, contained either m
this or in our faid former Letters Patents the fame fliall be taken

and interpreted, in moft ample and beneficial Manner for the faid

Treafurer and Company, and their Succeffors, and every Mem-

ber thereof.

% M. S. Seas. -J-
M, S. DireEiions.

C c

* M, S. Ciuntrys.

xxvir.
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XXVIL And further, we Ho, by thefe Prefents, ratify and

confirm unto tne faid Treafurer and Company, and their Sue-

Cfcffors, ."11 the Privileges, Franchifes, Liberties, and Immunities^

granted inouriaia foimer Letters Patents, ani not in thefe our

Letters Patents revoked, altered, changed, or abridged.

XXVIIT. A n d finally, our Will and Pleafure is, and we da

fu-'.her, hereby, for Us, our Heirsj and Succeffors, grant and

agree, to and with the faid Treafurer and Company, and their

Succeffors, that all and fingular Perfon and Perfons, which (hall,

at any time or times hereafter, adventure any Sum or Sums of

Money, in and towards the faid Plantation of the faid Colony

in Virginia, and fhall be admitted, by the faid Council and

Company, as Adventurers of the faid Colony, in Form aforefaid^

and fhall be enrolled in the Book or Records of the Adventurers

of the kid Company, fhall and may be accounted, accepted, ta-

ken, held, and reputed, Adventurers of the faid Colony, and

fhall and may enjoy all and fingular Grants, Privileges, Liberties,

Benefits, Profits, Commodities, and Immunities, Advantages, and

Emoluments, whatfoever, as fully, largely, amply, and abfolute-

ly, as if they, and every of them, had been precifely, plainly

Angularly, and diltinctly, named and inferted in thefe our Letters

Patents.

XXIX. And laftly, becaufe the principal Effect, which we
can defire cr expect of this Aftion, is the Converfion and Re-

duction of the People in thofe Parts unto the true Worfhip of

God and Chriftian Religion, in which Refpecl we fhould be

loath, that any Perfon fhould be permitted to pafs, that we
fufpe&ed to efTvct: the Superllitions of the Church of Rome i

We do hereby declare, that it is our Will and Pleafure, that

none be permitted to pafs in any Voyage, from time to time to

be made into the faid Country, but fuch, as firft fhall have

taken the Oath of Supremacy ; For which Purpofe, we do, by

thefe Prefents, give full Power and Authority, to the Treafurer

for the time being, and any three of the Council, to tender and

exhibit the faid Oath, to all fuch Peifons, as fhall, at any time,

be fent and employed in the faid Voyage. Although exprefq

Mention of the true Yearly Value or Certainty of the Premifes^

or any of them, or of any other Gifts or Grants, by Us or any

of our Progenitors or PredecefTors, to the aforefaid Treafurer and
Company heretofore made, in thefe Prefents is not made ; Or
any Aft, Statute, Ordinance, Provifion, Proclamation, or Re-
ftraint, to the contrary hereof had, made, ordained, or provided^

or any other Thing, Caufe, or Matter, whatfoever, in any wife

notwithstanding. In Witness whereof, We have caufed thefe

our Letters to be made Patent. Witnefs ourfelf at Wejlminjlert
the 23d Day of May, in the feventh Year of our Reign of Etf
gland, Frame, and Ireland, and of Scotland the ****

Per ipfum Regent

N°. III.
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A third Charter of K. James /. to the Treafurer and Com"
pany for Virginia. Dated March 12, 1611-2.

I. BLAMES, by the Grace of God, King of England, Scotland,

J France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith ; To all, to

whom th-.fe Prefents fhall come, Greeting. Whereas, at the

humble Suit of divers and fundry our 'oving Subjects, as well

Adventurers as Planters of the firft Colony in Virginia, and for

the Propagation of Chrifiian Religion, and reclaiming of People

barbarous to Civility and Humanity, We have, by our Letters

Patents, bearing Date, at Weftminfier, the three and twentieth

Day of May, in the feventh Yeir of our Reign of England,

France, and Ireland, and the two and fortieth of Scotland, GivEfl

and Granted unto them, that they, and all fuch and fo many
of our loving Subjects, as fhould, from time to time for ever af^

ter, be joined with them, as Planters or Adventurers in the faid

Plantation, and their Succeffors, for ever, fhould be one Body

politick, incorporated bv the Name of. The Treafurer and Com-

pany of Adventurers and Planters of the City of London for thefirft

Colony in Virginia ;

II. And whereas alfo, for the greater Good and Benefit of

the faid Company, and for the better Furtherance, Strengthening,

and Eftablifhing of the faid Plantation, we did further Give,

Grant, and Confirm, by our faid Letters Patents, unto the

laid Treafurer and Company, and their Succeffors, for ever, all

thofe Lands, Countries, or Territories, fituate, lying, and being,

in that Part of America called Virginia, from the Point of

Land, called Cape or Point Comfort, all along the Sea Coafts, ta'

the Northward, two hundred Miles, and fiom the faid Point of

Cape Comfort, all along the Sea CoaC, to the Southward, two.

hundred Miles, and all that Spice and Circuif-pf Ltind, lying from

the Sea Coaft of the Precii.it aforefaid, up or into the Land,

throughout from Sea to Sea, Weft and Nortbweft, and alfo all

the Ifhnds, lying within one hundred Miles, along the Coaft of

both the Seas of the Precinft aforefaid, with divers other Grants,

Liberties, Franchifes, and Preheminences, Previleges, Profits, Be-

nefits, and Commodities, granted, in and by our laid Letters Pa-

tents, to the faid Treafurer and Company, and their SucceiTors^

^III^N o w, forafhruch as we are given to underftand, that in.

thofe Seas, adjoining to the faid Coaits of Virginia, and without

the Compafs of thofe two hundred Miles, by Us <o granted unto,

the faid Treafurer and Company, as aforefaid, and yet not far

diftant from the faid Colony in Virginia, there are, or may be,,

divers Ifhnds, lying defolate and uninhabited, fome of which are

breads made' kjic-wn acd difcovered, by the Iadufiry, Travel,
'

' and;
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and Expcnces of the faid Company, and others alfo are fuppofed

to be and remain, as yet, unknown and undifcovered, all and

every of which it may import the faid Colony, both in Safety

and Policy of Trade, to populate and plant, in Regard whereof,

as well for the preventing of Peril, as for the better Commodity
and Profperity of the faid Colony, they have been humble Suitors

unto us, that we would be pleafed to grant unto them -j- an En-

largement of our faid former Letters Patents, as well for a more

ample Extent of their Limits and Territories into the Seas, ad-

joining to and upon the Coaft of Virginia, as alfo for fome other

Matters and Articles, concerning the better Government of the

faid Company and Colony, in which Point our faid former Let-

ters Patents do not extend fo far, as Time and Experience hath

found to be needful and convenient

:

IV. W e therefore, tendering the good and happy Succefs of

the faid Plantation, both in Regard of the general % Wea} of

human Society, as in Refpeft of the Good of our own Eftate and

Kingdoms, and being willing to give Furtherance unto all good
Means, that may advance the Benefit of the faid * Company,
and which may fecure the Safety of our loving Subjects, planted

in our faid Colony under the Favour and Protection cf God Al-

mighty, and of our Royal Power and Authority, have therefore,

of our efpecial Grace, certain Knowledge, and mere Motion,

given, granted, and confirrned, and for Us, our Heirs and Suc-

ceffors, we do, by thefe Prefents, Give, Grant, and Confirm,
to the faid Treafurer and Company of Adventurers and Planters

of the City of London for the firlt Colony in Virginia, and to

their Heirs and SuccefTors, for ever, all and fingular thofe Iflands

whatfoever, fituate and being in any Part of the Ocean Seas

bordering upon the Coaft of our faid firft Colony in Virginia, and
being within three hundred Leagues of any the Parts heretofore

granted to the faid Treafurer and Company, in our faid former

Letters Patents, as aforefaid, and being within or between the

One and fortieth and thirtieth Degrees of Northerly Latitude, To-
gether with all and fingular Soils, Lands, Grounds, Havens*
Ports, Rivers, Waters, Fifhings, Mines, and Minerals, as well

Royal Mines of Gold and Silver, as other Mines and Minerals,

Pearls, Precious Stones, Quarries, and all and fingular other Com-
modities, Jurifdictions, Royalties, Privileges, Franchifes, and Pre-

heminences, both within the faid Tract of Land upon the Main,
and alfo within the faid Iflands and Seas adjoining, whatfoever,

and thereunto or thereabouts, both by Sea and Land, being or
fituate ; And which, by our Letters Patents, we may or can
j^rant, and in as ample Manner and Sort, as We, or any our no-
ble Progenitors, have heretofore granted to any Perfon or Per-

fpns, or to any Company, Body politick or corporate, or to any
Adventurer or Adventurers, Undertaker or Undertakers, of any
Difcoveries, Plantations, or Traffick, of in or into any foreign

Parts, whatfoever, and in as large and ample Manner, as if the.

t and, M. S, X M - S - mttl' * M. S. Cewfauitti
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fame were herein particularly named, mentioned, and expreffed :

Provided always, that the faid Ifbnris, or any the Premifes herein

mentioned, or by thefe Prefents intended or % meant to be granted,

l>e not adlually poffeffed or inhabited by any other Cbrijlian Prince

©rErhte, nor be within the Bourn s, Limits, or Territories of the
Northern Colony, heretofore by Us granted to be p':.iited by divers

of our loving Subjects, in the North Parts of Virginia. To have
and to hold, poffefs and enjoy, f ail a id li, gular the faid

Iflands, in the faid Ocean Seas ib lying, and bo/dermg upon the
Coal! and Coafts of the Territor"u\- of the faid firft Coiony in

Virginia, as aforefaid ; With ail and Angular the faid Soils, L.mds,
and Grounds, and all and fingular other the Premifes, heretofore

by thefe Prefents granted, or mentioned to be granted, to them,
the faid * Treafurer and Company of Adventurers and Planters

of the City of London for the firft Colony in Virginia, and to their

Heirs, Succeffors, and Afligns, for ever, to the fole and proper Ufe
and Behoof of them, the faid Treafurer and Company, and theic

Heirs, and Succeffors, and Afligns, for ever ; To be holdem
ef us, our Heirs, and Succeffors, as of our Manor of Eaji-Green-

iuich, in free and common Soccage, and not in Capite ; Yield-
ing and paying therefore to Us, our Heirs, and Succeffors,

the
I

fifth Part of the Ore of all Gold and Silver, which (hall be

there gotten, had, or obtained, for all Manner of Services what-

foever.

V. And further, our Will and Pleafure is, and we do, by thefe

Prefents, Grant and confirm, for the Good and Welfare of

the faid Plantation, and that Pofterity may hereafter know, who
have adventured and not been fparing of their Purfes in fuch a

noble and generous Aftion for the general Good of their Country,

and at the Requeft, and with the Confent, of the Company a-

forefaid, that our trufty and well-beloved § Subje&s, George,

Lord Archbifhop of Canterbury, Henry, Earl of Huntington, Ed-

ward, Earl of Bedford, Richard, Earl of Clanrickard, &c. who

fince our faid laft Letters Patents are become Adventurers, and

have joined themfelves with the former Adventurers and Planters

of the faid Company and Society, {hall, from henceforth, be re-

puted, deemed, and taken to be, and fhall be Brethren and free

Members of the Company, and fhall and may, refpeclively, and

according to the Proportion and Value of their feveral Adven-

tures, have, hold, and enjoy all fuch Intereft, Right, Title,

Privileges, Preheminences, Liberties, Franchifes, Immunities,

Profits, and Commodities, whatfoever, in as large, and ample,

and beneficial Manner, to all Intents, ConftrufUons, and Purpo-

fes as any other Adventurers, nominated and expreffed in any

our former Letters Patents or any of them, have or may have,

hy Force and Virtue of theie Prefents, or any our former Letters

Patents whatfoever.

t M. S. mean. f M. S. and and Jingular,

I M. S. frft. § M. S. SubjcEi,

* M, S, Treafurcru

yi. Anb
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VI. An d we are further pleafed, and we do, by thefe Prefents»

Grant and confirm, that Philip, Earl of Montgomery* Wil-

liam Lord Paget, Sir John Starrington, Knt. &e. whom the faid

Treafurer and Company have, fince the faid lait Letters Patents,

nominated and fet down, as worthy and difcreet Perfons, fit to

ferve us as CounfelIor% to be of our Council for the faid Plan-

tation, fhr.ll be reputed, deemed, and taken, as Perfons of our

faid Council for the faid firlt Colony, in fuch Manner and Sort,

to all Intents and Purpofes, as thofe, who have been formerly

elected and nominated, as our Counfellors for that Colony, and

v. hofe Names h ive been or are inferted and exprefled, in our faid

former Letters Patents.

VII. And We do hereby Ordain and Grant, by thefe Pre-

fents
s
that the f:;id Treafurer and Company of Adventurers and

Planters aforefaid, fh.'iil and may, once every Week, or oftener,

at their Pieafure, hold and keep a Court and Affembly, for the

better Order and Government of the faid Plantation, and fuch

thing?, as fhnjl concern the fame ; And that any five Perfons of
our Council for the faid firft Colony in Virginia, for the time be-

ing, of which Company the Treafurer, or his Deputy, to be al-

ways one, and the Number of fifteen others, at the leaft, of the

Generality of the faid C ompany, affembled together -in fuch

Manner, as is and hath been heretofore ufed and accullomed,

fhall be faid, taken, held, and reputed to be1
, and fhall be a fufficienti

Court of the faid Company, for the handling, and ordering, and
difpathcing of all fuch cafual and particular Occurrences, and ac-

cidental Matters, of lefs Confequence and Weight, as (hall, from

time to time, happen, touching and concerning the faid Plan-

tation :

VIII. And that neverthelefs, for the handling, ordering, and;

difpofing of Matters and Affairs ofgreater Weight and Importance,

and fuch, as fhall or may, in any Sort, concern the \ Weal Pub-
lick and general Good of the faid Company and Plantation, as

namely, the Manner of Government from time to time to be
ufed, the Ordering and Difpofing of the Lands and Pofftffions,

and the Settling and Efhblifhing of a Trade there, or fuch like,

there fhall be held and kept, every Year, upon the laft Wednef-
day, fave one, of Hillary Term, Eafter, Trinity, and Michael-

mas Terms, for ever, one great, general, and folemn Afiembly,

which four Afiemblies fhall be ftiled and called, The four Great
and General Courts of the Council and Company of Adventurers for
Virginia ; f In all and every of which faid Great and General
Courts, fo affembled, our Will and Pieafure is, and we do, for

Us, our Heirs, and Succcffors, for. ever, Give and grant to,

the faid Treafurer and Company, and their Succeffors, for ever,

by thefe Prefents, that they, the faid Treafurer and ^ omp.my,
or the greater Number of them, fo affembled, fhall and may have,

full Power and Authority, from time to time, and at all times

hereafter, to ele£l and chide difcreet Peribns^ to be of our faid,

% M. S. W> with a Blank after iU \ M. S. in «nd every,

Counc.iJ;
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Council for the (aid firft Colony in Virginia, and to nominate
and appoint fach Officers, as they (hall think fit and requifite, for

the Government, Managing, Ordering, and Difpatching of the
Affairs of the faid Company ; And fhall likewife have full Power
and Authority, to ordain and make fuch Laws and Ordinances,
for the Good and Welfare of the faid Plantation as to them,
from time to time, fhall be thought requifite and meet : So al-

ways, as the fame be not contrary to the Laws and Statutes of
this our Realm of England ; And fhall, in like Manner, * have
Power and Authority, to expulfe> disfranchife; and put, out of
and from their faid Company and Society, for ever, all and every
fuch Perfon and Perfons, as having cither promifed, or fubferibed

their Names, to become Adventurers to the faid Plantation of the
faid firft Colony in Virginia, -j- or having been nominated for Ad-
venturers, in thefe or any other our Letters Patents, or having
been otherwife admitted and nominated to be of the faid Com-
pany, have neverthelefs, either not put in any Adventure at all,

for and towards the faid Plantation, or elfe have refufed and neg-
lected, or fhall refufe and neglect, to bring in his or their Ad-
venture, by Word or Writing promifed, within fix Months after

the fame fhall be fo payable and due.

IX. And whereas the Failing and not Payment of fuch Mo-
llies, as have been promifed in Adventure for the Advancement
<)f the faid Plantation, hath been often by Experience found, to

be dangerous and prejudicial to the fame, and much to have hin-

dered the Progrefs and Proceeding of the faid Plantation, and for

that it feemeth unto Us a thing reafonable, that fuch Perfons, as

by their Hand Writing have engaged themfelves for the Payment
of their Adventures, and afterwards neglecting their Faith and
Promife, fhould be compelled to make good and keep the fame j

Therefore our Will and Pleafure is, that in any Suit or Suits,

commenced or to be commenced, in any of our Courts at Weft'
minjfer, or elfewhere, by the faid Treafurer and Company, or

otherwife, againft any fuch Perfons, that our Judges for the time

being, both in our Court of Chancery and at the Common Pleas,

do favour and further the faid Suits, fo far forth as Law and E-

quity will, in any wife, further and permit.

X. And we do, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeffors, further

Give and Grant to the faid Treafurer and Company, or their

Succeffors, for ever, that they, the faid Treafurer and Company,

or the greater Part of them, for the time being, fo in a full and

general Court affembled, as aforefaid, fhall and may, from time

to time, and at all times for ever hereafter, elect, choofe, and

9dm it into their Company and Society, any Perfon or Perfons,

as well Strangers + and Aliens, born in any Part beyond the Seas

wherefoever, being in Amity with us, as our natural Leige- Sub-

jects, born in any our Realms and Dominions ; And that all fuch

Perfons, fo elected, chofen, and admitted to be of the faid Com-
pany, as aforefaid, fhall thereupon be taken, reputed, and held,

• M.S. bavc and^ufktrirj, f M.S. of, J M.S. «,
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and (hall be, free Members of the faid Company, and (hall have,

hold, and enjoy all and lingular Freedoms, Liberties, Franchifes,

Privileges, Immunities, Benefits, Profits, and Commodities, what 4-

foever, to the faid Company in any Sort belonging or appertain-

ing, as fully, freely, and amply, as any other Adventurers, now
being, or which hereafter at any time (hall be of the faid Com-
pany, hath, have, fhall, may, might, or ought to have and enjoy

the fame* to all Intents and Purpofes whatfoever.

XI. And we do further, of our efpecial Grace, certain

Knowledge, and mere Motion, for Us, our Heirs, and Succef-

fors, give and grant unto the faid Treafurer and Company,

and their Succeffors, for ever, by thefe Prefents, that it fhall be

lawful and free, for them and their Affigns, at all and every time

and times hereafter, out of any our Realms and Dominions what-

foever, to take, lead, carry, and tranfport, in and into the faid

Voyage, and for and towards the faid Plantation of our faid firft

Colony in Virginia, all fuch and fb many of our loving Subjects,

or any other Strangers, that will become our loving Subjects and

live under our Allegiance, as fhall willingly accompany them in

the faid Voyages and Plantation ; With Shipping, Armour, Wea-
pons, Ordinance, Munition, Powder, Shot, Victuals, and all

Manner of Merchandifes and Wares, and all Manner of Cloath-

ing, Implements, Furniture, Beafts, Cattle, Horfes, Mares and

all other things neceffary for the faid Plantation, and for their

life and Defence, and for Trade with the People there, and in

pafling and returning to and from, without paying or yielding

any Subfidv, Cuftom, or Impofition, either inward or outward,

or any other Duty, to Us, our Heirs, or Succeffors, for the

fame, for the Space of feven Years from the Date of thefe Pre-

fents!

XII. And we do further, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeffors,

Give and gran c 10 ti:c faid Treafurer and Company, and

their Succeffors, for ever, by th^fe Prefents, that the faid Trea-

furer of that Company, or his Deputy, for the time being, or

any two other of rhe faid Council for the faid firit Colony in

Virginia, for the time being, or any two other at all times here-

after, and from time to time, have full Power and Authority,

to minifter and give the Oath and Oaths of Supremacy and Al-

legiance, or ekherof them, to all and every Perfon and Perfons,

which fhall, at any time or times hereafter, go or pafs to the

faid Colony in Virginia :

XIII. And further, that it fhall be lawful Hkewife for the

faid Treafurer, or his Deputy, for the time being, or any two
or others of our faid Council for the faid firft Colony in Virginia t

for the time being, from time to time, and at all times hereaf-

ter, to minifter fuch a formal Oath, as by their Difcretion fhall

be reafonably devifed, as well unto any Perfon or Perfons, em-
ployed in, for, or touching the (aid Plantation, for their honeft,

faithful, and jult Difcharge of their Service, in all fuch Matters,

as fhall be committed unto them for the Good and Benefit of the

faid Company, Colony, and Plantation ; As alfo, unto fuch other

Perfon ox Perfons, as (he jfaid Treafurer, or his Deputy, with

two
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two others of the faid Council, fhall think meet, for the Examina-

tion or clearing of the Truth, in any Caufe whatfoever concern-

ing the faid Plantation, or any Bufinefs, from thence proceeding,

or thereunto belonging. ••* \-.

XIV. And furthermore, whereas we have been certified,

that divers lewd and ill-difpofed Perfons, both Sailers, Soldiers,

Artificers, Hufbandmen, Labourers, ahd others, having received

Wages, * Apparel, and other Entertainment from the faid Com-
pany, or having comrafted and agreed with the faid Company,

to go, or to ferve, or to be employed in the faid Plantation of

the faid firft Colony in Virginia, have afterwards, either with-

drawn, hid, or concealed themfelves, or have refufed to go thi-

ther, after they have been fo entertained and agreed withal ;

And that divers and fundry Perfons alfo, which have been fent

and employed in the faid Plantation of the faid firft Colony in

Virginia, at and upon the Charge of the faid Company, and

having there mifbehaved themfelves by Mutinies, Sedition, or

other notorious Mifdemeanors, or having been employed or fent

abroad, by the Governor of Virginia or his Deputy, with fome

Ship or Pinnace, for our Provifion of the faid Colony, or for fome

Difcovery, or other Bufinefs and Affairs, concerning the fame,

have from thence moft treaCheroufly, either come back again and

returned into our Realm of England, by Stealth, or without

Licence of our Governor of our faid Colony in Virginia for the

time being, or have been fent hither, as Mifdoers and Offenders ;

And that many alfo of thofe Perfons, after their Return from

thence, having been queftioned by our faid Council here, for

fuch their Mifbehaviors and Offences, by their infolent and con
:

temptuous Carriage in the Prefenceof our faid Council, have

fliewed little Refped and Reverence, either to the Place, or Au-

thority, in which we have placed and appointed them ; And

others 'for the colouring of their Lewdnefs and Mifdemeanors

committed in Virginia, have endeavoured, by moft vile and

flanderous Reports, made and divulged, as well of the Country

of Virginia, as alfo of the Government and Eftate of the faid

Plantation and Colony, as much as in them lay, to bring the faid

Voyage and Plantation into Difgrace and Contempt ; By Means

whereof, not only the Adventurers and Planters, already engaged

in the faid Plantation, have been exceedingly abufed and hinder-

ed and a great Number of other our loving and well-difpofed

Subjects otherwife well-affedted, and er.clined to join and ad-

venture in fo noble, chriftian, and worthy an Aftion, have been

difcouraeed from the fame, but alfo the utter Overthrow and

Ruin of the faid Enterprife hath been greatly endangered, which

cannot mifcarry without fome Difhonour to Us and our Kmg-

°XV Now, forafmuch as it appeareth unto us, that thefe In-

folences Mifdemeanors, and Abufes, not to be tolerated in any

civil Government, have, for the moft part, grown and proceed-

ed in regard our faid Council have not any direct Power and
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Authority, by any exprefs Words in our former Letters Patents,

to correct and chaftife fuch Offenders ; We therefore, for the

more fpeedy Reformation of fo great and enormous Abufes and

Mifdemeanors, heretofore pradtifed and committed, and for the

preventing of the like hereafter, do, by thefe Prefents, for Us,

our Heirs, and Succeflbrs, give and grant to the faid Trea-

furer and Company, and their Succeflbrs, for ever, that it (hall

and may be lawful for our faid Council for the faid firft Colony

in Virginia, or any two of them (whereof the faid Treafurer, or

his Deputy, for the time being, to be always One) by Warrant

under their Hands, to fend for, or to caufe to be apprehended,

all and every fuch Perfon and Perfons, who (hall be noted, or

accufed, or found, at any time or times hereafter, to offend, or

mifbehave themfelves, in any the Offences before mentioned and

exprefled ; And upon the Examination of any fuch Offender or

Offenders, and jult Proof made by Oath, taken before the faid

Council, of any fuch notorious Mifdemeanors by them com-
mitted, as aforefaid ; And alfo upon any infolent, and contemp-

tuous, or indecent Carriage and Mifbehaviour, to or againft our

faid Council, (hewed or uled by any fuch Perfon or Perfons, fo

called, convented, and appearing before them, as aforefaid ;

That in all fuch Cafes, they, our faid Council, or any two of

them, for the time being, (hall and may have full Power and

Authority, either here to bind them over with good Sureties fof

their good Behaviour, and further therein to proceed, to all In-*

tents and Purpofes, as it is ufed, in other like Cafes, within our

Realm of England ; Or elfe, at their Difcretions, to remand and
fend them back, the faid Offenders, or any of them, unto the

faid Colony in Virginia, there to be proceeded againft and pu-

nifhed, as the Governor, Deputy, or Council there, for the

time being, (hall think meet ; or otherwife, according to fuch

Laws and Ordinances, as are and (hall be in Ufe there, for the

Well -ordering and good Government of the faid Colony.

XVI. And for the more effectual Advancing of the faid Plan-

tation, we do further, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeflbrs, of our

efpecial Grace and Favour, by Virtue of our Prerogative Royal,

and by the Aflent and Confent of the Lords and others of our
Privy Council, Give and orant, unto the faid Treafurer and
Company, full Power and Authority, free Leave, Liberty, and
Licence, to fet forth, erect, and publifh, one or more Lottery

or Lotteries, to have Continuance, and to endure and be held,

for the Space of our whole Year, next after the Opening of the

fame ; And after the End and Expiration of the faid Term, the

faid Lottery or Lotteries to continue and be further kept, during

our Will and Pleafure only, and not otherwife. And yet never-

thelefs, we are contented and pleafed, for the Good and Welfare
of the faid Plantation, that the faid Treafurer and Company
ihall, for the Difpatch and Finifhing of the faid Lottery or Lot-
teries, have fix Months Warning after the faid Year ended, be-
fore our Will and Pleafure (hall, for and on that Behalf, be con-
ftrued, deemed, and adjudged, to be in any wife altered and de-
termined.

xvqy
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XVII. And our further Will and Pleafure is, that the faid

Lottery and Lotteries fhall and may be opened and held, within

our City of London, or in any other City or Town, or elfewhere,

within this our Realm of England, with fuch Prizes, Articles,

Conditions, and Limitations, as to them, the faid Treafurer and

Company, in their Difcretions, (hall feem convenient

:

XVIII. And that it fhall and may be lawful, to and for the

faid Treafurer and Company, to eledl and choofe Receivers,

Auditors, Surveyors, Commiffioners, or any other Officers what-

foever, at their Will and Pleafure, for the better marfhalling,

difpofing, guiding, and governing of the faid Lottery and Lot-

teries ; And that it fhall likewife be lawful, to and for the faid

Treafurer and any two of the faid Council, to minifter to all and
every fuch Perfon, fo eledted and chofen for Officers, as afore-

faid, one or more Oaths, for their good Behaviour, juft and true

Dealing, in and about the faid Lottery or Lotteries, to the In-

tent and Purpofe, that none of our loving Subjects, putting in

their Names, or otherwife adventuring in the faid general Lot-

tery or Lotteries, may be, in any wife, defrauded and deceived

of their faid Monies, or evil and indire&ly dealt withal in their

faid Adventures.

XIX. And we further Grant, in Manner and Form afore-

faid, that it fhall and may be lawful, to and for the faid Trea-

furer and Company, under the Seal of our faid Council for the

Plantation, to publifh, or to caufe and procure to be publifhed,

by Proclamation or otherwife (the faid Proclamation to be made
in their Name, by Virtue of thefe Prefent?) the faid Lottery or

Lotteries, in all Cities, Towns, Burroughs, and
other Places, within our faid Realm of England ; And we Will

and Command all J Mayors, Juftices of Peace, Sherifs, Bailiffs,

Conftables, and other Officers and loving Subjects, whatfoever,

that, in no wife, they hinder or delay the Progrefs and Proceed-

ings of the faid Lottery or Lotteries, but be therein, touching

the Premifes, aiding and affifting, by all honeft, good, and law-

ful Means and Endeavours.

XX. And further, our Will and Pleafure is, that in all Que-

ftions and Doubts, that fhall arife, upon any Difficulty f of Con-

ftruftion or Interpretation of any thing, contained in thefe, or

any other our former Letters Patents, the fame fhall be taken

and interpreted, in mod ample and beneficial Manner for the faid

Treafurer and Company, and their SuccefTors, and every Mem*
ber thereof.

XXL And laftly, we do, by thefe Prefents, ratify and

confirm unto the faid Treafurer and Company, and their Suc-

cefTors, for ever, all and all Manner of Privileges, Franchife^,

Liberties, Immunities, Preheminences, Profits, and Commodi-

ties, whatfoever, granted unto them in any our former Letters

Patents, and not in thefe Prefents revoked, nltered, changed, or

abridged. Although exprefs Mention of the true Yearly Va-

lue or Certainty of the Premifes, or any of them, or of any

I M. S. Major, t M. S. I*

©the*Dd 2



The Company's Charter for a Council

other Gift or Grant, by Us or any of our Progenitors or Prede-

ceffors, to the aforefaid Treafurer and Company heretofore made,

in thefe Prefents is not made ; Or any Statute, Aft, Ordinance,

Provifion, Proclamation, or Reftraint, to the contrary thereof

heretofore mr.de, ordained, or provided, or any other Matter,

Caufe, or thing, whatfoever, to the contrary, in any wife, not-

withftanding.

In Witness whereof we have caufed thefe our Letter? to

be made Patents. Witnefs Ourfelf, at Wejlminjler, the twelfth

Day of March, in the ninth Year of our Reign of England^

France, and Ireland, and of Scotland the five and fortieth.

N°. IV.

An Ordinance and Constitution of the Tzeafurer, Council, and,

Company in England, for a Council of State and General

JJJembly. Dated July 24, 1621.

I. *TT* O all People, to whom thefe Prefents mall come, be

feen, or heard, The Treafurer, Council, and Com-
pany of Adventurers and Planters for the City of London for the

firft Colony of Virginia, fend Greeting. Know ye, that we,

the faid Treafurer, Council, and Company, taking into our care-

ful Confideration the prefent State of the faid Colony of Virgin

via, and intending, by the Divine Affiftance, to fettle fuch a

Form of Government there, as may be to the greateft Benefit

and Comfort of the People, and whereby all Injuftice, Grie-

vances, and Oppreffion may be prevented and kept off* as much
as pomble from the faid Colony, have thought fit to make our

Entrance, by ordering and eftablifhing fuch Supreme Councils, as

may not only be aflilting to the Governor for the time being, in

the Adminiftration of Juftice, and the Executing of other Du-
ties to this Office belonging, but alfo, by their vigilant Care

and Prudence, may provide, as well for a Remedy of all Incon-

veniences, growing from time to time, as alfo for advancing of
Increafe, Strength, Stability, and Profperity of the faid Colony :

II. W e therefore, the faid Treafurer, Council, and Compa-
ny, * by Authority direfted to us from his M?.je(ly under the

Great Seal, upon mature Deliberation, do hereby order and
deckre, that, from hence forward, there fhall be two svprEme
Councils in Virginia, for the better Government of the faid

Colony aforefaid.

. III. The one of which Councils, to be called The Coun-
cil or State (^nd whofe Office fhall chiefly be affifting, with
their Care, Advice, and Circumfpettion, to the faid Governor)
shall be chofen, nominated, placed, and difplaced, from time to

* VideStdt Xiy. abd XXIII. of the fiTCBbd Charter,aod SctX, VII*
of the third.
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time, by Us, the faid Treafurer, Council, and Company, and

our Succeffors : Which Council of State lhall confift, for the pre-

fent, 0 ily of thefe Perfons, as are here inferted, <viz. Sir Francis

W\at, % Governor of Virginia, Captain Francis Weft, Sir Georgt

Xeardlsy, Knight", Sir William Neuce, Knight Marlhal of Virginia,

Mr. George Sandys, Treafurer, Mr. George \ Thorpe, Deputy of
the College, Captain Thomas Neuce, Deputy for the Company,
Mr. Paivlet, Mr. Leech, Captain Nathaniel Poivel, Mr. Chrifto-

pher Davifon, Secretary, Do&or Pots, Phyfician to the Company,
Mr. Roger Smith, Mr. John Berkeley, Mr. John Rolfe, Mr. Ralph

Hamer, Mr. John * Pountis, Mr. Michael Lapivorth, Mr. Har-
uuood, Mr. Samuel Macock. Which faid Counfellors and Council

we earneftly pray and defire, and in his Majefty's Name ftriftly

charge and command, that (all Faftions, Partialities, and finifter

Refpect laid afide) they bend their Care and Endeavours to affift

the faid Governor ; firft and principally, in the Advancement of

the Honour and Service of God, and the Enlargement of his

Kingdom amongft the Heathen People ; and next, in ere&ing of

the faid Colony in due Obedience to his Majefty, and all lawful

Authority from his Majefty's Direftions ; and laftly, in maintain-

ing the faid People in Juftice and Chriftian Convention amongft

themfelves, and in Strength and Ability to withftand their Ene-

mies. And this Council, to be always, or for the mod Part, re-

ading about or near the Governor.

IV. The other Council, more generally to be called by the

Governor, once Yearly, and no § oftener, but for
||
very extra-

ordinary and important Occafions, lhall confift, ** for the prefent,

of the faid Council of State, and of two Burgeffes out of every

Town, Hundred, or other particular Plantation, to be refpeftive-

ly chofen by the Inhabitants : Which Council (hall be called

The General Assembly, wherein (as alfo in the faid Council

of State) all Matters lhall be decided, determined, and ordered,

by the greater Part of the Voices then prefent ; referving to the

Governor always a Negative Voice. And this General Aflembly

(hall have free Power to treat, confult, and conclude, as well of all

emergent Occafions concerning the Publick Weal of the faid Co-

lony and every Part thereof, as alfo to make, ordain, and enadl

fuch general Laws arid Orders, for the Behoof of the faid Colony,

and the good Government thereof, as lhall, from time to time,

appear neceflary or requifite ;

V. Whereas in all other Things, we require the faid General

Aftembly, as alfo the faid Council of State, to imitate and follow

J It is to be noted, that the Governor is always inferted in the old Com*,

jniflions, as a Part, and the Head of the Council of State.

f M. S. Tborne ; but as I am perfectly well acquainted with thefe Names

and Perfons, by perufing the ancient Records, I flwll take the Liberty of cor-

jefting the Errois of the Tranfcriber.

* M. S. Dc-wntus.

$ M. S. officer.

\\
M. S. very and extraordinary important 5 which likevufe makes Senfe,

taking extraordinary adverbially,

** M. S. for prefent.
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the Policy of the Form of Government, Laws, Cuftoms, and
Manner of Trial, and other Adminiftration of Juftice, ufed in the

Realm of England, as near as may be, even as ourfelves, by his

Majefty's Letters Patent, are required.

VI. Provided, that no Law or Ordinance, made in the faid

General Affembly, mall be or continue in Force or Validity,

unlefs the fame mail be folemnly ratified and confirmed, in a
General Quarter Court of the faid * Company here in England,

and fo ratified, be returned to them under our Seal ; It being

oar Intent to afford the like Meafure alfo unto the faid Colony,

that after the Government of the faid Colony lhall once have
been well framed, and fettled accordingly, which is to be done
by Us, as by Authority derived from his Majefty, and the fame
lhall have been fo by us declared, no Orders of Court after-

wards mall bind the faid Colony, unlefs they be ratified in like

Manner in the General Affemblies. In Witness whereof we
have hereunto fet our Common Seal, the 24th of July 1621,
and in the Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord, JAMES,
King of England &c. the **** and of Scotland the ****.

,. 1
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* M. S. Court.
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