APPENDIX.

No. IL

- Yhe statas of (he Incorporations in the municipal government of the Royal
‘Burghs in Scotland, being extinguished by the Burgh Reform Act, their importe
.ance in this respect must now become matter of history. It will be particularly
-gratifying to many of our readers to know that we are enabled to record the fol-
dowing interesting notices, of oile of the most important Incorporations of the City
-of Perth, through the kindness of one of the most intelligent and upright members
of that Incorporation. They were drawn up a few years ago by Mr ANDREW
BvisT, Deaocon of the Glover Incerporation.

‘ORIGIN OF THE SKINNERS AND GLOVERS.

When were the Skinners and Glovers formed into a corporatien in Perth? is »
-question that has likely suggested itself to many of our brethren, both now and in
former times, bus which has never been satisfactorily answered, It is certainly
4anuch to be regretted that the erigin and early histery of our ancient eraft
is involved in such darkness and uucertaiuty, owing to a blank in our cer-
poration annals, 'One reason which may be assigned for it is this: that whes
Edward the 1. of England, in the end of the thirteenth-century, subdued the greater
part of Scotland, he, with a refined skill, I call it of state policy, for the purpess
of destroying every trace of Scotland as an ancient and independent nstion, com«
‘manded all the archives of the country te be ransacked, and all the valuable and
important national and public documents—every thing that was connected with
the history and doings of Scotland as a nation, were ordered, under heavy penale
ties, to be delivered up to him. Whether he intended to destroy them, or merely
to keep them as trophies of his conquest, is not kaown, as, unfortunately for poor
‘Scotland, the ship that had the greater part of these truly valuable documents on
board, was wrecked on its passage to London (where they were to have been keps
to wait his pleasure as to their ultimate fate), and thus much that was of sueh
-egsential importance to our vountry was lost for ever,

Perhaps it may be said by some, all thia may be true ; bat what connection has
it with the history of the Glovers ? 'Why, it bears most strongly on the illustras
tion of our subject, for we have the Glovers at this period in the full pomession
of extensive political privileges, They were adwitted, 8 century before this,
by King William the Lyon, to the free right and privileges of being merchant
burgesses, in addition to their own peculiar rights as incorporate craftsmen ;v—now
it is well known, that when an individual or public body is raised to dignity and
honour, that the charter conveying these generally narrates the reason for
#0, and services performed to entitle them te these distinguished marks of thely
sovereign's approbation ; therefore I think it bighly probable thas the Glavers,
whep Edward isyued this tyrannical mandats, had, in their pospassion, not enly
this charter of William the Lyon, with the royal signet attached to i, ar the aflie
dal 5:1- of his ministery of state, but that they wounld also have the erigioal ehar-
ter of their formetion as a carporats body. Now, as it was evidently the inten
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tion of Edward to make Scotland not only tributary to, but a part and portion of,
England, and Edward entertaining such viows, and residing with his army at
Perth, the metropolis of Scotland, would he not make it bis particular study te
collect every document within its wails that, in the smallest degree, bore upon the
history of Scotland as a free and independent nation ; therefore, I firmly believe,
from all these circumstances, that our city would be more completely stript of its
records, both public and corporate, than any other town in the kingdom ; and of
<course all the Glovers’ papers would share the same fate. This is my opinion,
and one of the strongest reasons that can be adduced for the records of Perth Leing
00 particularly barren In charters, and every thing connected with its ancient
history.

W;yilo we mourn over the Joss of these valuable parchments, there is an event
that has happened in our day, that far more than compensates us for this depriva-
tion, an event which has immortalised our ancient and worthy craft, and spread
its name in connection with every thing beautiful and virtuous in female character—
upright, affi ctionate, and honourable in the conduct of the purest citizen and crafts.
man, not only over the British dominions, but also over the whole of the polished and
enlightened population of Europe and America, so that the Glover craft of Perth is
now a part and portion of public history. I know that I will be anticipated when
I state, that it is Sir Walter Scott (a name now as.generally known and celebrated
over the world as that of Napoleon Buonaparte), who, in his admirable and interest-
ing work, “ The Fair Maid of Perth;™ has henoured our craft by making the hervine
of his tale the daughter of one of our calling of Glovers. The manner in which he
has portrayed the characters, and the fidelity of the description of the times in whick
the scene is laid, have met with the unanimous approbation of the enlightened
and impartial literary world, which sufficiently proves the cstimation in which
this work is held ; and I hope that no circumstance will ever occur in the real
Aistory to tarnish the fair fame with which this beautiful and interesting fiction has
adorned the imaginary history, of the doings and conduct of the members of our
calling in former days.

‘I may-only remark, in illustration of the accuracy with which our author has
described that part of the ¢ Fair City"” in which S8imon Glover dwelt, that by far
the greater part of the property that was hurdened fir the maintenance of St Bar
tholomew, then belonged to the Glovers, and was situated in the Curfew Row or
Castle Guble, which may be said to be a continuation of the same street ; and that
the Gilt Arbour was a place where the Glovers held many of their meetings in
ancient times, and is thus described in one of our old charters, dated 26th May,
1634, “ The Vindaris, now the said Burgh, valgarly called the Gilt Arbour of the
8ilver Book or Missal ; Palia Vesti Sacerdotalia, and other ormaments of the
Altar of St Bartholomew, founded by the said Crafts (Skinuers and Glovers.)”

SAINT BARTHOLOMEW,

8t Bartholomew, the Patron, was one of the twelve apostles,—the evangelical
history being most express and clear as to that matter ;—but he being no further
taken notice of than the bare mention of his name, many. both anciently and of
Iater times, have supposed that he lay concealed under the name of Nathaniel, one
of the first disciples that came toChrist ; because, 8t John never mentioned Bare
tholomew in the number of the apostles, so the other evangelists never took notice
of Nathaniel ; and as in 8t John, Philip and Nathaniel are joined together in their
coming to Christ, 0, in the rest of the evangelists, Philip and Bartholomew are
constantly put together; and afterwards we find them julnt companions in the
church. Nathaniel is particularly reckoned up with the other apostles to whom
our Lord appeared at the sea of Tiberius after the resurrection, where there were
together Simon Peter, Thomas, and Nathaniel of Cana in Galilee, and the two sona
of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples, who were probably Andrew and Philip.
Besides, if Nathaniel had not been of the twelye already, no tolerable reasoy can be
given why be, who was o eminently qualified, was not pitched upon to il up the
place of Judas. .

The word Bartholomew imports a relative capacity, either as & son or a scholar,
sather than 2 proper name. As a oon, it denotes his being born of Tholmai; as s
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stholar, it may relate $0 him as's disciple of some partioular sect amsong the Jews
and, among several other institutions of that nature, some learned men reckon the
Tholmeans from Tholmai, of which order Nathaniel seems to have been, and hence
eslled Bartholomew, the son Or scholar of the' Tholoreans. Aand many of the
learned concur in the opinion, that it is the same person wnder two names, the ong
proper and the other relative. This character was given by our Saviour, that he was
aman of true simplicity and integrity,—* an Israelite, indeed, in whom was no
guile, no art of hypocrisy and deceit.” He travelled as far India, that part of it
thut lies next to Asia; for, as Ensebius relates, when Pantaemis, & man famous
for philosophy as well as christiunity, desiriug to imitate the apoatolical zeal in
propagating the faith, travelled as fur as India itself ; there, among some that yet
retained the knowledge of Christ, he foand St Matthew's gospel written in He-
brew, left as the tradition asserts, by 8t Bartholomew, one of the twelve apostles,
when he preached christianity to these nations. He afterwards returned from
thence to the more northern and western parts of Asia, instructing the people of
Thirapolis in the doctrine of the gospel ; from thence he went into Lycaonia, where
he croployed himee'f upon the sawe account ; and, at last, removed to Albanople,
in Armenia the Great, where, endeavouring to reclaim the people from idolatry,
he was by the governer of that place put to death.

How did he suffer martyrdom ? He was crucified, some say, with his head
downwards ; others, that he was flayed, and his skin first taken off. which might
consist well encugh with his crucifixion, excoriation being a punishmen: in use,
not only in Kgypt but among the Persians, next neighbours to these Armenians,
from whom they might easily borrow it. He cherrfully hore their cruel usage,
and comforted and confirmed the christian converts to the last minute of his life.

GLOVES.

Who was the first Glover ? was a question propounded a few years ago at the
annual Michaelmas dinner of the calling, and which puzzled the meeting to- solve,
although, among the strangers present, there were several belonging to the three
learned professions—church, law, and physic ; but which-was, I think, at last sa-
tisfactorily answered by the chairman (Deacon A. G—y), who replied, * Rebekah,”
who is the first glover mentioned in either sacred or profanc history. But X
bave no doubt “ our skinner craft” was of a much earlier origin, for our great
progenitor, Adam, being clad in skins, it is very probable that, to preserve these
from decay, which they were very lisble to in that warm climate, would steep
them in those saline or aluminous springs, which were so abundant in that region
of the globe, and which process would be continued and improved upon by his de-
scend 3 but whether these be ted satisfactory explanations of the origin of
$¢our ancient craft’ or not, is of no great importance to our sulject, but I hope
it will not be considered as out of place here, to give a short account of the use and
importance of the glove in ancient times.

* The khand, that important member of the human frame, is often referred to ia
scripture as emblematical of henour, strength, protection, power, and friendship 3
among the Egyptians as a symbol of strength; and among the Romans, as a
symbot of fidelity ; and has been held in high estimation by all the nations of the
world. For its covering, adornment, comfort, and protection, the glove was in-
vented and used, and is described as ‘‘a habit or covering for the hand and wrist
—used both for warmth, decency, and as a shelter from the weather.

% To throw the glove,” was a practice and ceremony very usual among our
forefathers, being the challenge whereby another was defied to single combat.
1t Is still retained at the coronation of our kings; when the king’s champion casts
his glove in Westminster Hall. This custom is supposed to have arisen from
the Eastern nations, who, in all their sales, and deliveries of lands, goods, &c.,
used to give the purchaser their glove by way of livery or investiture. To this
offect is Ruth, iv. 7, the Chaldee paraphrase calling that glove, which the comwon
version reuders shoe ; and the Rabbins interpret by glove, that passage in the cviii.
Paaim, ¢ over Edom will I cast my shoe.’ Accordingly, amongst us, ke who took
up the glove, declared his acceptance of the challenge ; and, as a part of the cere-
mony; took the glowe off his owa right haod and cast it upon the ground, to be

-
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teken up by the chalienger. This bad the fores of & mutus sagagement on eatlls:
side to mest at the time and place, which sheuld be appointed by the king, parlie~
mment, or judges.

The ewstem which still prevails of  disseing gleves,” in the csronation of the
kinge of Prance, 1s a remaant of the Bastern practice of giving possession with the

Aulenﬂy, it was prohibited for the judges to wear gloves on the bench.

0 described as 3 *¢ large, stroug glove, made te cover the evm or
h.lofannlhr, when armed at all peints.” The gaantiet was of iron, and the
fingere plated, and was always borne in the ancient marches in ceremony. Gaunt.
Jots were not intredeced till abeut the thirteenth cemtary, and were frequeatly
thrown like the glove by way of challenge.

About a centary ago, the manufacture of gloves appears to have reached to ©
Mgh pitch of perfection, they were made of “ velvet, satin, taffetty, silk, thread, cote
ton, and wormed ; leather gloves were alse made of chamols, kid, lamb, doe, elk, bufl,
&c. There were also perfomed gloves—wrashed, glazed, and waxed gloves ; single,
lined, vop’d, laced, fringed with gold, silver, silk, for, &ic. i** and it was a prverh,
that for a glove to be gond and we'l made, three kingdome must contribute to tt—
% Spain to dress the leather, France to cut it, and England te sew it.”

PAGEANTS AND PROCESSIONS.

During the domination of the Popish church, full and ample lelvare was given to
ker votaries to induige in every species of splendid shows and processions ; and our
eltizens of Perth do not appear to have been behind any in their love and indul«

in these often expensive, but always popular entercainments ; and it is very
likely that a considerable part of the revenue of the Incorporated Trades of Perth,
was directed to defray the expenses incurred in the getting up of these exhibitions,

I cannot trace, in the records of the ealling, the particular part that they teok,
end the manner in which they condacted themerives in these pageants ; but I have
»e doubt they would vie with the other trades in the splendonr of their proces.
siens, and would spare no expense to make thes: as attructive and popular as any
tn the town, fer the honour of < 8¢t Barthulomew,” and the “ honour and greas
commendation” of the Glover ealling. I hope the fellowing instance or two of the
manner in which these processions were conducted during that period, will not ¥e
counted as out of place. The personage whom the Baker calling were pleased to
honour, by adepting him as their patron saint, was a 8¢t Obert, Berth, or Burt, s
geatieman, whoes origin snd history completely baffied the researches of the Rev.
James Scott, founder of the Perth Library and Antiquarian Society, and for many
years a vory highly respected clergyman ef Perth. He could find no trace of his
saintsbip in any of the pepish calendars now extant, Whether a real or imaginary
pereonage was the patron sint made choice of by the Baker incorporatien, does not
appear; but for the purpose of celebrating the annual festival of their saint they
composed and acted a play, or dramatic performance, called ““Sanct Oberti's Play.”
A wery great number of persons were sngaged in this play, and on the 10th of
Decomber, which was wout to be called  8anct Oberti's Eve,” they passed throagh
the tewn in disguise dresses, with piping, and dancing, and striking & drum,
oarcying in their hands burning torches. One of the actors was clad in the
devil's coat ; another rode upon a horse, which went in men’s shoes,—probably the
horse and its rider representad & part of the legendary history of the saint.

- At the Reformation (1860) our reforming ancestors were very anxious te wean
the citizens from these absurd, expensive, and often licentions pageantss and the
kirk sesslon, or weokly assembly, as it was then called, issued an sct, dated 37th
November 1574, ““ against superstition,” and ordered this act to be published on
crrtain Suadays that none should pretend ignorance, but that all should conform
to its enactments. The whole of the iacorporated trades of Perth appear to hmwe:
given due obedience to this mandate, and to have discontinmed whatever was po-:
pish or superstitious in their processions, with the exosption of the Bakers, who
sppear o have been & “ tap thrawn, and camstaris sstt ;" and who, for fourtess
years after the paming of this act, continuel in the face of ali the expostulstions
and threstenings of the reformed church, to celebeate as formerly the festival of
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their saint: But in 1588, the Baker lacorperation enssted in their books, that
soch persons as should play, in any time to come, Sanct Obenti’s Play, should  be-
debarred from all the liberties of the craft, should mnever have entry to the same
again, and should he banished from the town for ever.” An attested copy of this
#ct was semt to the minister and eldere, that it might be inserted aleo in the beok
of the weokly aseeably. This act of the Baker calling appears to have eompletely
put an end to Ssnct Oberti.

1 may mention another inistance of ancient pastimes ; and as the Glovery were as
fond of diversion as their aeighbours, it Is very likely that the-youths of both sexes,
counected with the corporstian, formed a part of the procession of the young pee~
plo, in the summer dresses, who went annually, in the month of May, ta the
¢ Kols,” = cave situate in the hill of Kinnoul. Itappears to have been a
very joyous festival, and of very great antiquity, as the young people of both sexes
in Perth and its neighbourhood, ia the popish times, and most probably also-in the
times of heathenism, resorted te it in eompanies at *‘ Beltaine,” or “ Bel Fire
Pime,” in the month of May. The lestivitios in May, which wers once general
over all the kingdom, are justly supponed to have had an idolatrous origin, and to
Mave been instituted by the Druids; who, as the sun, under the name of Bel, or
Bual, was an ebject of their worship, welcomed his new approach to the earth with
demonstrations of joy, and with sacrifices, to conciliate his favour. The rejoicings
were continued in the after ages in different forms, and under various pretences
The cave had been known by the name of the Dragon’s Deu a thousand years pre-
vious te the year 1380.*

But as this was one of the superstitious pastimes, as they were calied by our re-
formers, for the purpose of putting an end to it, they issued an edict, dated
91 May 1580, entitled ‘‘ The act anent passing to the Dragon Hole,” which states,
¢¢because the assembly of ministers and elders understand, that the resort to the
Dragon Hole, both by young men and women, with their pipiug and drums strik-
ing before them through the.town, has mised no small slander to their congregae
tion ; statute and ordains, that no person, either man or woman of the congregation .
shall resort or repair hereafter to the Dragon Hole, as they have done in times
past, namely, in the month of May; nor shall pass through the town in their way
tw it with piping and striking of drums, as heretofore they have done, under the
pain of twenty shillings to the poor ; aleo, that they shall make theix public re-
pentance upon a Sabbath day, in presence of the people.’”” This ordinance having

. * The following passages relating to these observances occur in Principal
Tullideph’s manuscript, before quoted:—* At the opening of a dark but nar-
row fissure in the rocks, stood a figure fantastically dressed and adorned with
garlands of flowers. Several young men and women were clambering up the

rocks towards the cavern, while a knot of spectators stood below, whose
rent the air, as occasionally some ualucky urumn miseed his or her hold,
oi down again into the crowd, or more unlucky still, regained not their
footiog until they had toprled down the steep bank beueath, which was formed
of small stones too recently dislodged from the parent rock, to admit even of
a handful of furze or fern to break the fall of the unmskilful. Beyond this
erowd, a long line of people in their holiday attire, among which many reli-
gious habits were visible, extendhx along by the foos of the eliff until {m to.
view within a ravine—out of which the r'ooo.ion seemed siill slowly advancing.
As Oliver drew.near, he observed an elderly respectable looking sitizen standiog
aloof from the rest. To him he advamced, and, after the usual salutations of the
morning, inquired what this concourse meant. * You are surely a stranger in
these parts,” replied his informant, “ not to bave heard of the Festival of the Dra-
on Mu{ morning 2’ ¢ I had heard of such a custom being observed at St
ﬁnMun, ut knew not that a q;‘ot o wild and romantic had been chosen for its
gelebration. I think it is said-to have had its origin in the rmieingo which were
nstituted, after the slaughter of a dragon which long infested the neighbourhood 7"
“ And a dragon of no eontemptible taste,” rejoined the citizen, * for the virgina
he kept in durance here ware remarkahle for beauty. Between ourselves, I suspect
the true mouster lived on the law below us, while the inhabitant of the rock was
the offspring of the Priests who wished to cloak the misdemeanors of thejr patron
hnder the wing of this dragon. But the mummeries to which the fable has given

se will soon, [ike many others, be rooted out of the land.” . 2 -
: »
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the sanction and approdation of the magistrates of the town, was publistred at the
¢ Mercat Crom.” and from the pulpit, and was the means of finally putting an end
to this ancient and popular pastime.

I have already stated, that it is very probable that the Glovers had had their fol}
ehare in these sncient revelries. and now come to an amueing document which fally
bears us out in our opinion upon this point, and throws considerable light on the
manner in which our ancestors amused themselves in former times. Is is styled
in the Calling’s records, “ Memorandum of his Majesty’s coronation, and coming
to Bcotland, his entry to Edinburgh; and Perth, 15tk of Jane 1633, which day
our dread Sovereign, Charles, King of England, France, and Ireland, came to Edin-
burgh. Being accompanied with the Nobalitie of Scotland ryding before, and the
Nobalitie of England ryding behind him. Deeired out of his gracious faveur and
love with his Nobalitie of both Kingdoms, to visit his own city of the burgh of
Perth, upon the eight day of July; and come to his lodging (formerly Gowrie
House, and the site presently ocenpied by the County buildings), and went down
to the gardine thereof; his Majestie’s chair being sett upon the wall next to the
Tay, whereupon was ane flatt stage of timber, clead about with birks, upon the
which, for his Majestie’s welcome and entry ; thirtein of our brethren of this our
calling of Glovers, with green caps, silver strings, reid ribbons, white shoes, with
bells about their leigs, echering rapers in their hands, and all other abulziment,
danced our sword dance, with many difficnlt knotts and allafallajessa, five being
under and five above upon their shoulders ; three of them dancing through their
feet § drink of wine and breaking of glasses about them (which, God be prased,)-
wis acted and did without hurt or skaith to any,—which drew us to great charges
and expences, amounting to the sum of three hundred and fiity merks (yet not to
be remembered), because wee was graciouslie accepted be our Sovereign and both
estates, to our honour and great commendation.”

These extracts shew that the Glovers bore a very prominent part in these festi-
vities, and that they werv the only craft in Perth that was honoured on this occa-
sion to appear before * royalty.”

This dance appears to have been-the ancient Morris Dance, which was popular
throughout Rurope for several centaries previous to the visit of King Charles the
First, and seems t0 have been a great favourite with the Glovers.- I, perhaps, need
not explain to many of my brethren the origin of this danee. It was first intro-
duced into 3pain by the Moors, a bold and warlike race, who inhabited the south-
ern shores of the Mediterranean, and who.invaded and conquered the most fertile
provinces of Epain ; after occupying these for a considerable time, they were at
last. After many a severe and sanguinary conflict, driven out of that country into
Africa, fiom whence these bold and enterprising tribes had issued. But during the
period they occupied thess southern proviuces of Spain, they introduced many of
the fashions and customs of the East, and particularly the Morocco or Moorish
Dance, generally known in Britain as the Morris Dance. It cannot now be as-
certained when and where the Glavers first'practised this amusement. It is not
unlikely that some of the brethren, in their travels through foreign lands—espe-
cially if any of these had joined the ranksof the Crusaders—had learnt this dance,
and, on their retarn to their own country,—seeing the rivalry that existed
among the Trades of Perth to outvie one another in the splendoar and novelty of
their pageants, had taught this dance to the members of their own Corporation,
jn the manner and way in which it was performed in the East. And it appears
to have been the amusemngnt which they particularly stndied and excelled in, for it
is called *“ our suord dance” —(and one of these silk dresses, cap, and bells,

which still form part of the curiosities in the possession of the calling, is a proof
that it must have been a showy and expensive exhibition,)—that is, a dance which
was their peculiar province, and in which none of the other Crafts could pretend
to cope with them. They must have been complete masters in that profession, and
quite confident in their own powers, or they never would have volunteered to ex-
hidit, not only before the King, but also before the travelled and polished nobility
of his Court, who had most likely seen this performed by the most celebrated
dancers in Europe, And although the age of chivalry was past, the spirit of chi-
valry still retained its influence in the breast, and regulated the conduct of many
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of those gallant and high-minded Noblesse who graced the’Court of Charles at thas
period, aund who would view with interest an exhibition which reminded them of
those scenes and pastimes which had often contribated to the amusement, and re-
freshed the spirits of their warlike ancestors, in the days of chivalry and war. But
little thought these joyous spirite, while engazed in these coronation revelries, that
in a few years many of them would lose their lives in defence of that ill-fated
Prince with whom they were now so heartily rejoicing.

How long the Glovers continued to practise this amusement, after such a me-
morable display, is not stated ; but it is likely the disturbances that arose in the
country shortly after this period, and continued for nearly fifty years, had put a
stop to that, and to many others of a similar nature throughout the kingdom,- for
there is no further mention in the Calling's records of * our sword-dance” having
been exhibited in public again ; and the only other reference to any. thing like pub-
lic processions, is in an act dated July, 1665, wherein the Aulitor Court enacts,
after ¢ Having heard explained to them the act of the Convener Court anent tha
* going about the Town with the Provost and the rest of the Town in Midsummer

yearlie, the Court ratifies and approves the same ; and that yearle, in time coming,
those that are warned, and are absent from conveying their RProvost, Council, and
Dencon, and accompany them, for that effect shall pay fourteen shillings the piece
of unlaw ;™ “ As also mot to absent themselves from Tyding of the Marches yearly."”
" Frem the great change that has taken place in the manners and taste of the pub-
Me, especizlly within these last forty years, almost all these processions have fallen
jnto disuse; und what was formerly looked forward to with peculiar interest, en-
joyed with such a relish, and, when properly conducted, added s0 much to the
simple and innocent enjoyments of our ancestors, (I speak only with respect to these
as they were practised after the reformation,) is now, in this age of the ¢ march
of intellect,” as it is called, looked down upon with contempt, and, when spokea
of, as being only fit for children, or a barbarous age. But I really canuot view
them in that light ; for although we live in an age of more knowledge and general
information, we should not treat with contempt, or speak of with acorn, that which
was probably one of the - means of exciting a spirit .«of honest emulation te.improve
and excel in the different arts and sciences exercised by the respective Incorpora-
tions : it is well known, that. in these processions there was often displayed
specimens of great ingenuity and skill, either invented or perfected by some of these
craftsmen—for talents and genius have never been confined to one age or nation.
But, hewever superior sve may consider ourselves to our forefathers, we should
never forget that to them we are indebted for laying the foundation, and furnish-
ing the materials, which has enabled their descendants to carry on the fabric to its
Ppresent state of improvement and perfection.

Among the ancient pastimes, ¢ Archery,” and the  Noble Game of Golf” were
held in high estimation, and much practised by our ancestors. The Iatter being so
well known in the present day, it would be out of place here to say a word about
it ; and as to the former, the account of it more properly belongs to another branch
of our subject, to which we shall afterwards direct our attention.

But there is one very ancient amusement, the origin of which I cannot trace,
but which andoubtedly must have been a favourite diversion with our forefathers,
and that is the ¢ Foot-Ball.” How this game was played in former times we are
not informed. Whether it was the bachelors of the Calling against the married
brethren, or the Glovers against any of the other Crafts, is not kuown ; but it is
likely that the contest was among the members of our own calling, as a sum was
levied on all the new married brethren to defray the expenses attending it, and
which still forms part of the dues paid by thess to the calling at the present dayd

-It sometimes is called the ¢ Wife’s Foot-Ball,” as probably being given in name of
the bride, either as her entry money, or as a marriage gift to the brethren, thut
they might enjoy themselves on that occasion,

Cards and Dice, Quoits and Pitch-and-Toss, appear to have been games in
which several of the younger brethren and apprentices sometimes enguged, m d
which was, as is too often the case with these enticing games, at times carricd
to excess. To put a stop to thia, the calling, in 1664 and 1784, imposed
oertain penalties on those who indulged in these amusements, As an instance
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of the excess to which \they were carried in 1784, they follewed the moon-light
from ene outside stair te another, of the malt-barns, &c. in the Curfew Row and
Lead-side, playing at eards until midnight on these stairs.

Some one will perhaps say,—What do you think of the Michaelmas Saturday
Dianer as s amusement ? Why, I think it is & very friendly and social meet~
ing, and also of great sntiquity; and I hepe will never be given up, (although
the day of the week might be altered,) as long as the Glovers are an incorporated
body, bat always be enjeyed in a ratiomsl, prudent, and becoming manner.

OSTRICH ¥GG,

Whether the * Blue Blanket,” the banner of the incorporated trades of Perth,
ever waved over the plains of Palestine, as its namesake of Edinburgh is mid te
have done, is & question that history or tradition dees not solve, but I think the
one is as likely as the other; for Perth was the capital of Beotland during the time
of the  Holy Wars,” and it is very probable that some of its citizens joined the
ranks of the Crusaders, anxious to rescue the Holy Land and Jeruslem from the
pelluted and tyrannous sway of the infidel S8aracen: and of the many hapless indi.
viduals who embarked in these dreadful and sanguinary wars, few indeed ever re-
turned, to tell their eventful tale to those frisnds and companioas of their youth
whom they had left at home ; but when any of them returned, along with the tro-
phies of the battie-fleld, they usually brought home specimens of the productions of
the strange lands which had been the scenes of their tolls and warfare—and amongst
these, ostrich epge often formed a part of their oellection, which they presented to
their friends, or to the societios of which they were members.

Prom the.ciroumstance of the Glovers having in their possession ene ¢f thoss os-
trioh eggs, which has been suspended for centuries from the celling of their hall,
and the iren chain of which bears such evident marks of great sntiquity, we have
every reason to suppose that the Glovers were inflamed with a pertion of that en.
thusiasm and seal which at that period overspread Christendom, and that ene of

on his return from the ¢ red fleld of fight,” had brought with him,
the calling, this of the produce of the ¢ Holy Land,” as
a small tribute of respect and attachment to the eorporation of which he was a
ich shewed that, amid-all his wanderings and perils, he had never
fathers, or the scenes of his yeuthful and happy days. Bug
perhape all this may be called the reveries of a warm imagination,—be it s0,»and
that this specimen is of a far more secent date. Probably it may—as there is ne
suthentic account of the.Glovers being a corporation at the period of the Holy Wars;
but when we see the crafts of Edinburgh claiming to be ranked amonget the Cru-
saders, why may not we, who ranked higher, and can boast of as ancient a genealogy,
a8 ““Auld Reekis,” be permitted also to claim our shave in the deings of these noble
and chivalrous times ?

F
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FUNDS. -

In the illustration of this imporiant branch of the subject, so espentially cone
nected with the prosperity and stability of the incorporation, I intend to give a
short sketch of the origin, uses, and application of their funds, so far as I have been
enabled to trace these in the records of the calling ; and more particularly to prove
that these funds are not “ poor's funds,” a very prevalent but most erronecus view
of the nature of corporation fands, and a view which so many in the pressut dey
entertain

T have already stated the most probable way in which these funds were originally
formed and accumulated, now let us go more particularly into the illustration of
his subject. The meaning and intention of the ecustitation of a society can oaly
De ascertained by tracing it through its charters, acts and bye-laws, minutes and

s and in these, I think, it will clearly appear, that the idea of the funds
«f the calling being called *° poor’s funds” was never for a mament contemplated
by our ancestors; and although, no doubt, they always applied pars of these fands
towards the support of their poor brethren, yet they comsidersd the legiti-
mate use of these same funds to be for maintaining the rights and privilages, pro-
moting the respectability and influence of the ealling, the cemfort and segial ens

3
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joyment of the members, and also for the encouragement and cherishing a proper
spirit of industry and independence ameng the brethres. .
Bnut to prove this, out of 35 charters and grants, conveying certain sums to be
paid annually to the calling, out of lands and houews, only one, for 30s. yearly
(dated 1508), is stated to be for  an annive-sarie and for the maist puir
and indigent of the said crafi,” the other 34 charters boing chiefly intended to main-
tain the altar of 8t Bartholomew, of which the calling were the founders. And
would our ancestors have expended such large suma in 1633, when they danced be-
fore King Charles I., which ameunted to 350 merks, or would they have paid (in
1655) six hundred pounds 8co:s for a matchlock, a sum equivalent to the value of
two acres of their lands of 8t Leonard’s at that period, had it been  poor’s funds™ ?
Surely not. But what places it in a still stronger light, and proves to a demon-
stration that these funds were never intended to be styled * poor’s funds,” is this,
that the sums paid by freemen’s sons at their entry to the incorporation, are as fol.
lows :—“ Four pounds Scots to the calling, and cight pounds Secots in lieu of the
Sanquet and wine, conforme to ancient praotice of the calling.” (See minute book,
12th Beptember 1737.) Also one freeman's son is stated to have paid, st his en-
try, “ as an freeman’s son, twelve pounds Scots for the banquet and wine,” and
-other * twelve pounds Scots for his freedom, danguet, and wine.” (See minute
book, 20th September 1726.) And the last instance that I shall mention is 23d
2:';::!:« 1417]‘63""“:;‘:: lh} freeman's son, at hia entry, ‘ payed {o the box.master,
use calling, four pounds Scots, and eight pounds Scots in place of &
dinner, as the ordinary dues.” gk povs o
- Now, had these funds been origiva'ly intended as * poor’s funds,” or had the
idea of ever turning them to that purpose been eutertained by our ancestors, would
they have allowed such an important and permanent part of their revenne, ae the
entry money ef freemen, to be applied to such purposes P—surely not. But per-
‘haps the best way of knowing exactly the usce and purposes of the funds, is by
taking an abstract of the accounts for ten years, at the period when the affairs of
the calling were managed with the greatest propriety, and attention to the interests
of the incorporation, and when the calling were possessed of all the landed and
heritable property that they have at present,—the period I allude to is from 1750
to 1760 inclusive. I have subjoined in the appendix a table shewing the income
and expenditure of the ealling for those 10 years, to which I beg to refer ; but I
may be allowed to state, that at that period the nnmber of members were about 80,
that is, nearly a third inere than they are at present: and one thing is certain, that
among that number there must have been many indigent families, for sickness, die-
ease and death, were as provalent at that time, a8 they are in our day. Well, how
‘were these distressed members, widows, and orphans supported ?—1 cannot tell,—
but one thing is clear, that they did not derive the whole of their support from the
funds of the calling, but only a small and scanty allowance, as during that period
the average eleemosynary roll was only £55 sterling, while the average income,
during the same period, was £348 sterling, which was applied in paying the in-
terest of their borrowed money, the ordinary expenses of the calling, such as enter-
tainments, public burdens, &c., and a considerable part applied to paying off their
debts ; but perhaps it may be said, that living in these days was very different from
the present, as provision, and all the other necessaries of life, wcre so very cheap,
No doubt that was the case, but not to the extent that many suppose, as meal
was 74d a peck, and barley averaged 1ls per boll. I have already stated,
that the acts and bye-laws of the corporation are excellent guides for leading us to
a true and accurate knowledge of the doings of our ancestors, and the nature and
design of a corporate body; and I bave attentively gone overand studied the whole
of these from 1593 to the present day, and I eannot find even in s single one of
these any thing that countenaneces, in the most remote degree, the ides that the
corporation funds are *¢ poor’s funds.” No doubt thers are several of them that
prescribes the manner, and lays down rules, how the poor are to be attended to,
and the way in which these poor should act; but even in thess very acts, thers is
nothing that can be interpreted as farnishing grounds te suppose that the calling’s
fands are *“ poor funds.”
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In the acts and laws we have, as it were, the rules and vegulations for the goe
vernment of the calling embodied in a judicial form ; but in the minules of the
esalling, which we are now about to take notice of, as throwing so much light on
this branch of the subjecte~in these minutes we have the spirit and meaning of
these laws reduced to practice, and brought into the active business of life, and
which present to us a faithful and striking delineation of the doings and conduct
of our ancestors; and, I may almost say, exhibits before us their inmost thoughts,
desires, and feelings, and the motives by which they were infiuenced in conducting
the affairs of the corperation.

1 can only speak with cestainty as to the minutes which commence in 1719, and
which are continued in an aninterrupted series to the present day, all of which I
have most carefully goue ever, and endeavoured to inake myself fully acquainted
with their contents, and I can honesily and conscientiously state, that there is not
a single word (with the exception of one word that was inndvertently introduced
into a minute a few years ago), that in the slightest degree countenances the idea
of the funds being ** poor’s funds.”” And nothing more clearly illustrates this, than
that the calling were often engaged in tedions and expensive law suits.  The pre-
priety of engaging in many of them was often questioned by a considerable minority
of the corporation, who, to express their disapprobation of such proceedings, entered
their protest, and r of p t, in the minates: these, with the answers to
such protests, often occupy a cunsiderable space in these minutes. Yet in any of
these reasons and answers, and reasons of dissent, there is not one that ever states
that the money which was expended in these law-suits belonged to a *“ poor's fund,”
or that it was injuring the poor; but only states, in this gencral way, that they
either injured, or tended to waste, the * funds of the calling,” or ¢ calling’s funds.”

Had any of these protestors conceived the calling's funds to be  poor’s funds,” and
waited for a favourable opportunity to recerd these views, this would have been
the time which he weuld have seized upon to have expressed his solemn dissent at
seeing what he considered the money that should have been solely directed to the
support of the poor, squandered away in expeasive law-suits: this surely woald
have becn a subject on which he would have expostulated in the most feeling and
eloquent manner ; but however much inclined he might have been to have given a
high colouring to his reasons of dissent, by using such a strong appeal to the be~
nevolent feelings of his brethren, yet this natural, and what would bave been in-
deed a strong reason of protest, was never in any one instance resorted to—for this
very plain and obvious reason, that our ancestors never for a moment entertained
the idea of the funds of the calling being ¢ poor's funds,” and therefore never nsed
an argument which they well knew was so untenable.  This view of corporation
funds being * poor’s funds,” is @ discovery which has been reserved for the *learn-
ed” of the present day, but which has no countenance or support from the vecords
of the deings and proceedings of our ancestors.

T might multiply instances to establish the truth of this position ; but I shall
only state one or two more. In the title deeds conveying the valuable landed and
heritable property that the calling has from time to time acquired, one would na-
turally expect to find the uses and purposes to which the revenues or rentals arising
from these were to be applied, the more especially if they were to be held in trust
for the benefit of the calling. Now, let us for a moment enquire into the manner
in which these properties were conveyed to, and held by, the calling. When the
calling gave orders to purchase those lands, it was * for the use and dehoof of the
whole members and community of the said Glovers® calling,” and * in name and
Jor the use and dehoof of the calling.” The extracts from the title deeds are as
follows :—The title deeds, conveying the Lauds of Pomarium (1642) mention that
it is to the *‘ Deacon of the Glovers of Perth, for himself, and in name and behoof
of the remanent brethren of the said craft,”” The title deeds of Leonard’s Ley
(1646.) “ Disposition by John Anderson, glover, burgess of Perth, and deacon of
the Glovers, with consent of Euphan Johnston, his spouse, f0 the auditories and
positories of the said incorporation, for themselves and ramanent members of the
calling,” and “ in favour of the brethren of the Glovers’ calling.” The title deeds
of Tullilum (1684) :  In favour of the dean and bos-masters of the Glovers' oall-
ing of Perth, for themselves, and in name and behalf of the whole remanent dre~
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thren and fralernity of the said incorperation,” and ¢ for bekoof of the calling.”
The title deeds of Souter Houses (1740) : * I'n favour of deaoons and boz-masters
of the Glover incorporation of Perth, in name and for behoof of the calling.” The
title deods of St. Leonard's Mall and Willsland (1742): *¢ I'n favour of the deacon
and boxmasters of the Glover incorporation of Perth,” and * in favour of the
Glover calling.”

Now, in all these extracts from the title deeds of thess lands, there isnot a single
syllable that conveys the idea that they were held in trust for behoef of ¢ poor’s
fund,” but “ for behoof and in favour of the calling,” that is the revenue derived
from these lands to be applied to, and issue for, such purposes as the members for
the tice heing considered to be for the good of the calling.

The only other instance that I shall state, is the manner in which the calling
acted in regard to their seats in the-.churches. If any species of property more than
another might be considered as peculiarly belonging to the poor, and any revenue
derived from that source applied solely towards their support, it surely must have
been this, had the corporation funds been solely intended for the poor. But let us
judge by facts on this point. I have therefore only to remark that the calling ne.
ver derived a fraction from their seats in the churches (with the exception of a seat
in the East Church, which they acquired by special compact, the manner of which
will be afterwards stated) until 1773, when the Middle Church was new seated at
a considerahle expense, and the calling, from a wish to accommodate the families
of the brethren allowed them to hold particular seats, on paying a trifle, more like
a small fea than a rack rent.

FLAG,

Whether the calling had a flag or banner, previous to 1604, is not stated, but
it is highly probable that they never would be without this ornamental and
characteristic ensign of thein craft. There is no trace in any of the records of the
purposes for which it was used, but from a tradition that is still current among
the brethren, that the youngest member is always styled the standard-bearer, or
the one whose duty it is to carry the flag—from this tradition we naturally draw
the conclusion, that the flag was used as a rallying point when tho brethren were
called to arms, and also used, and that principally, in the pageants and processions
of the calling in former times. The one that is presently in possession of the
calling is made of yellow silk, with a square of blue persian in the centre, with
the arms and motto of the calling emblazoned in gold, surrounded with an inscrip-
tion in an elliptic or oval form, but as the gold had eaten away the blue silk where
the letters and arms have been inscribed, it was renewed three years ago, and is
now in a complete state of repair, the original yellow silk being still in excellent
preservation, and very little injured by time or tear and wear, although it is now
226 years old.

‘The calling, in 1648, were presented by one of their old apprentices, who had
‘been an ** Ensign Lieutenant under my Lord Banff,” with the flag or ensign that
bad belonged to his company of the army of the Covenanters, with this inscription
on it, ** Carrying for Religion, King, Country, and Covenant;” but what became
of it is not known, as there is no further notice taken of it in the calling’s records,
and none of the present generation of Glovers ever saw it, or heard what had
become of it. -

COATS OF ARMS AND MOTTOES.

¢ Arms are used in heraldry for marks of dignity and honour, regularly com-
posed of certain figures and colours, given or authorised by Sovereigns, and borne -
in banners, shields, coats, &c., for the distinction of persons, families, and states,
and passing by descent to posterity.” “ It is a rule that the simpler and less
diversified the arms, the more noble and ancient they are.”

¢¢ Stars are one of the three forms of blason chiefly used for empires, kings, and
pﬁneu.”

# The shorter the motto, the more beautiful.”

The arms of the calling, as blazoned on the flag, are a pair of gloves or gauntlets
“ displayed,” in a shield, with three green-painted stars surmounting the shield,
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with the motto  Greos end Peace™ carvied in 3 scroll ever the arms, and the
whole encempaserd with these words in an ollipss or oval, ¢ The perfect hoaour of
s cnaft, or beauty of & trade, comsists not in ............... SRR whereby virtue
gains renown.” The blanks shew that certain words are awanting, which cannot
now be sapplied, in consequence of the gold letters having corroded the silla, or
rather the substance that had attached the gold to the silk had been the cause of
destroying that particular pertion of it, and which, iu consequencs, hald allowed
eertain letters to drep away, until it was too late to restore them. But although
we may regret the lom of these words as & matter of antiquarian research, to com-
plete the sentence, yet they de net affect the proper decyphering of the arms, which
fortunately are yet entire on the flag.

The other coat of arms, as painted on the calling’s seats in the Middle Church,
and dased 1773, the Dictienary of the Acts 1793, the Glover seats’ minute-book
17—, the calling’s seat in East Church 18—, and aleo the painting in the hall
18—, i quite different from the arms on the flag, for they are a pair of gloves
“ displayed,” with the brameh or cane of five balls or nut-shells betweea them, the
large shears for cutting gloves, the skinners’ paring iron, and pair of glove sticks,
all under the gloves, and emblazoned iu a shield, the fleld blue (* azure™): the
supporters are a steg “ rampant’’ ou the right, and a goat “ rampant’ on the left,
with & ram “ passant” for the crest; but the arms ia the Middle Chuech have for
the crest a stag * slient,” the motto  To God only be all glory.”

From sach a difference in the coats of arms, I am inclined to think that we ase
indebted more to the imagination of the painters of these modern arme, in the
churches, books, and hall, than to any accurate copy from the real and genuine
arms and motto of the calling ; for I am firmly convinced that the ancient and
genuine arms and metto of the calling are these that are on the flag, and net these
modern ones which are to be seem in the places already veferred to, for I eannot
find any trace of the arms with the supporters and crest of a more aneient date
than 1773, which was the period when thess were painted in the Middle Charch,
where I suspect the painter had devised and executed these arms from his own

‘We almo find portions of the arms scattezed over different parts of the old furni-
tuze belonging t0 the calling, On the front of the old oakea charterchest, we
discover, desply indented, the pair of gloves « displayed,” and the skinners' paring
jron ; alee on the old picture of St Bartholomew, that formerly graced the old hall
ia Curfew Roew, we find in the corner one bunch of nut-shells or bells.

By the way we may rewark, that the five balls or nut-ahells were used for the
purpese of contsining specimens of the manufacture of certain descriptions of
remarkably fine gloves in ancient times ; for they were made of such fine maseriale
that they were folded in pairs, and inclosed in these nut-shells, which were often
sent as presents, by the cavaliers of oiden times, to the fair sex, as tokens of affee-
tion and love,

But to return: One weighty reason that should induce us to adopt, as the
gonuine arme and motto of the calling, thoss that are on the flag (1604), as being,
as far a8 we are enabled to judge, the most ancient, and, of course, the most genuine,
but also as, aceording to the laws of heraldry, the most honourable, for * the
simpler and less diversifiad the arms, the more noble and ancient they are,” and
¢ the shorter the motto, the more beautiful.” Now, all these marks of ancient
and honourable bearing are fully exemplified on our flag; and. therefore, we
should, without hesitation or doubt, reccive them as the real, genunine, and ancient
arms of ‘‘ our ancient eraft,”

And when we also recollect that our motto was the apostolic salutatiin to the
Christian churches—St Paul using the identical words in almost all of his epistles,
the beloved disciple in his second epistle, and in the Revelation—8t Peter in his
epistles—also James and Jude—all the books of heraldry canuot farnish us with
one more expressive or becoming ; and, in eonclusion, I sincerely wish that it may
not only be the motto, but that © Grace and Peace™ may always be the portion
of the Glovers.
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POLITICAL RIGHTS AND PRIVILRQGES. -

At what time the Glovers, along with the other Trades, first sat in the Town
€ouneil, cannot now be ascertained. ¥t must have been at a very early period,
very probably coeval with the Town Council itself, as from the numbers, respec-
tability, influence, and importance of the Craftsmen of Perth, and from the respect
that the Sovercigns of Scotland always shewed to these Craftsmen, I think there
ean be Jittle doubt that they were entrusted many centuries ago, (along with the
Guild or Merchants,) as Magistrates and Town Council, with the civil government
of the city—aour city being amongst the earliest or most anclent of the royal burghs
of 8cotland, upon which important political rights and privileges were conferred ; as
Perth, previous to 1482, was the the metropolis of Scotland, and for many cen-
turies occupied a distinguished place in the history of our country.

The Glovers appear to have always had two representatives in Council, viz.—the
Deacon and Trades’ Councillor, and every fourth year, when they had the Trades®
Bailie, three members.

- To be a Deacon, Bailie, or Town Counciltor, and as such to have a scat in
Touncil, was an honour that was very highly prized by our ancestors, and was to
them an object of honest and laudable ambition,—as in it they had an opportunity
of promoting the welfare of their fellow citizens, and advancing the interests and
respectability of their Incorperations. To give an iustance how they esti-
mated that honour, I quote an extract from an act of the Convener Con
dated 15th October, 1653,— Anent unbrotherly conduct betwixt members :}
erafts, and that due respect should be shown to such ag had been office-bearers in
their respective Incorporations ;”* Statutes and ordains, ¢ that for encouragement
of those members of any of the said Incorporations who have carried public ofi
and-have been admitted within the Council House: And to e efftct a tender a
veverend respect may be had of their persons in time coming,” ordains ¢ that
whatsoever private member, of any Incorporation, who shall be found guilty
of any miscarriage againat any of the said members, (who has been in public office,
or in the council as said is,)-either by reviling words, er calumnies, or by any hos-
tile action, private or public, offered to their persons, his fault shall bo esteemed
double to that which iy committed against private persons, and shall be ordained
and eensured in 8 double fine and punishment accordingly.”

" When this act of the Convener Court was passed, the Incorporated Trades en-
Joyed a full and a fair share in the management of the public affairs of the burgh 3
2s at that period the Town Council consisted of fourteen Merchants and fourteen
Pradesmen, and the Treasurer every alternate year being taken from the Trades,
gave them in that year the majority in Ceuncil. But the Merchant side of the
Council, by a deep-laid and politic manceuvze, applied to the Convention of Burghs,
and most probably suggested the plan to that Convention, which plan was to eject
from the Town Council the Trades’ Deacons of the Weaver and Wauker Incore
porations, which was accordingly done, by an act of the Convention of Burrower,
dated 19th July, 1658 ; not for any acts of delinquency on the part of these two
¥ncorporations, or deficiency in their titles, but solely on these grounds,—* for
settling of peace betwixt the Merchants and Tradesmen of the said Burgh of
‘Perth at present, and for avoiding all controversys in future.” Really this was
ones of the most despotic and iniquitous acts, all the circamstances of the case con-
sidered, that ever was passed. Upon the same principle, any Prime Minister
might request his Sovereign to expel from the House of Peers any nobleman, who,
in the conscientious and upright discharge of his duty, found himself compelled to
oppose those measures of government that he thought hurtful to the best interests
of the country., And the Premier, in getting rid of such obnoxious members,
might think it quite sufficient to state to the country, that these Peers were ex-
pelled solely upon these grounds—** for settling of peace at present, and for avoid-
ing all controversies in future.” Strong and important reasons indeed ! And the
two cases I consider as exactly parallel ; for these two Incorporations held their
seats in Council by royal charters, and were, like the seats in the House of Peers,
hereditary.

The cznmtlon of Royal Burghs, who were both the judges and jury in this
zase, being all merchants, and having to decide whether merchants ;r tradesmen

| ]
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chould have the saperierity, of ceurse, all thelr clanish feslings were decidedly in
faveur of the Merchant side of the Town Ceuncil. Clanish feelings, did I'say; I
am assured there was something worse that influenced these merchant judges ;—»
sarrow-minded jealousy and envy of the peculiar privileges at this time en-
joyed by the craftsmen of Perth. And a strong proof of such feelings in-
Guensing] these merchants in the Royal Burghs of Scotland, is—that in the
dispute for precadency, or priority of place, betwixt the Burghs of Perth and
Dundee, in 8 meabrial dated 31st December, 1602, presented by the Magistrates
and Dundee to the Royal Commissioners appointed by James VL. to de-
oide this qoestion betwixt thess two burghs, they plead the following as one of the
grounds on which they should be preferred to Perth, viz.:—* Dundes is more
oiviliia governed than Perth, . in respect the Aaill Magisirates of Dundee are of
merehant sinsd, except 110 of the Counsil for the crafts, and the equal half of
Couneil of Povth ave crafismen.”

¢ More civille governed ;* indeed, it really showed that these proud and self-
merchant burghers of Dundes were sadly in want of argument to sup-
claims, when they were reduced tv wee ench unworthy and unbecoming
wards the Incorporated Trades of Perth. How different is the language
Quesm of Soots regarding these same Trades? In a charter dated
556, and fourteenth year of her reign, specially granted in favour of
of the Burgh of Perth, the following expressions of respect and regard
erafts occur+— Mary, by the grace of God, Queen of Scots, to all good
mem t0 whom thir pressnts shall come, greeting,.Forasmuch as, we, understanding
that our nobls progenitors, Kings of Scotland, Aaving regard and respect to the com.
mon weil and pelicy of eur kingdom, and that good manners and order did arise
Shorein, and incrense by tradesmen, without whom ne kingdom:nor city could stand
or be in esteem, did give and grant sundry privileges-and libertys {0 iradesmen of
Mhmmndwlmn,wyhmwvl'ath:"‘and-orm

and that. they exceed
rest of the inhabitants and indwellers of the said burgh ix number, and do
the ts themselves thereof In paying all manner of stents, taxations,
impositions whatseever imposed on the said burgh, and that they are perpe-
ready with their bodys and goods to defend our authority as the rest of the
burgh,—-We, therefore, desiring peace, friendship, and goed will betwixt the
ts and tradesmen of the said burgh may for the future appear, and be ce-
obeerved, and that every one of them, according to their several for-
tunes, have the equal use and enjoyment of their privileges for the future
“vnullhth-ldlhr‘h.." “uzo;ur, we, bymprm, ralify and approve
other privile, libertys, a ‘acultys, given granted our noble
o the tradesmen in times bygone.” K pro-
And King James VI. in his charter, dated 23d July 1581, in favour of the
craftsmen of burrowes, thus speaks of tradesmen, *¢ Witt ye, . because we, under-
staadling that our noble progenitors, kings of Scotland, having ane good mind and
respect to the common well of our realm ; and that without honest crafismen the
commen policy well composed could not stand long.” What a contrast does these
extracts from the charters of these two sovereigns of Scotland exhibit, when com-
with the taunting and insolent language of these merchant burghers of
Dundee ; and by merchants entertaining almost similar sentiments were the rights
and privileges of the trudesmen of Perth brought under review, and a sentence
passed by them depriving two incorporated trades of their privileges, the injustice
of which has scarce any parallel in history. But it. may be said, was there no
appeal from the Convention of Burghs t6 a lLigher tribunal. Unfortunately for
the trades at that petiod, none ;. for Oliver Cromwell being then in the zenith of
hig power, it being the last year of his Protectorship, how could the trades expect
to be beard by an appeal to him, when they had nothing to produce in their own
favours but royel chariers—all which authorities Cromwell despised. And it
most unfortunately happened for the Trades, that for thirty years afterwards, the
whole country was iu a state of anarchy and confusion, in consequence of the
oppressive gud cruel treatment that the Presbyterians—Covenanters as they were
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scalled—endured at the hands of a tyrannical government, in their attempts to force
upon the consciences of the people a religion that they considered as teo nearly
allied to Popery, and which they could mot approve of. And at the Revolutien
(1688), time, which blunts the feelings, and reconciles the mind to deprivations,
and also many of those whose feelings had been so deeply wounded by secing thess
-trades degraded in the town, being gathered to theic fathers, and their descondants,
from various causes, perhaps from mot having a proper opportunity for urging
their ctaims -before- a higher court, were obliged o -submit te am. act of injustics,
which they must have felt, but could not remedy. -And altheugh it-may be consl.
dered a digression, I cannot help taking notice of an-individual, ““Jehn
-one of the hammermen of thesaid burgh,” who, aloug with Patrick Cree, deason
-of the skinners, had been deputed to sttend the Convention-of Burghs, (o advecats
- the cause of the trades before that court. .- From: many collateral circamstances, T
have every reason to believe that he was that celebrated personage who, when
-Cromwell invaded Scotland in 1651, acted as the- Licutenant of the division of our
citizens who marched by erders of King Charles 41. to oppess-Cromnwell’s land
~at Burntisland, and who, after fighting heroically, Avere defeated, and obliged to
retreat to-Perth, where Cromwell followed them, and sat dewn before the town
~walls with his army, having found the.gates shut. ¢ John: Devidsox, & bold and
-enterprising gentleman, ordered carts to drive up.and down the streets, and a drum
-to beat continually through the towm, and at all .the ports, to destive the English
.general. The town being summoned.to surrender, Cromwell-offered homourable
terms, which were accepted, and the gates thrown open.” “The Provest.attendtit
the English officers, and conducted them to Johm Davidson’s heuse, where, after
an entertsinment, Cromwell asked the Prevost- hew, -in - his defenceless situation,
he proposed to keep him at the.gates; the Provost simply answered, that they
designed to stand out until they heard that the King was in England. Cromwell,
-with-a sneer, called him a silly body, and below his notice; but said, if he had
time, he would hang Davidson.” ¢ Immediately after Cromwell’s departure from
Mr Davidson’s house, the side wall fell down; and Davidson said, he wished it
had fallen a quarter of an hour sooner, though he, 8ampson-like, had perished in
.t¢he ruins. Davidson had great possessions in the tewn, was a public notary, and
-fiscal of court. He translated and illuminated the town’s cbarters; some copies,
written by his hand, are extant among the incorporations.of trades, with gilded
capitals. His progenitors founded the chaplainry of 8t.Lesnard’s,.and endowed
~it with a stipend- out of -their lands. - The lincal representativesrof.that: family are
~called Vicars of St.Leonard’s, and reserved their title to.that bemefice. John
Davidson gave a tack of the lands of St Leonard’s to-Campbell of Aberachill, for
.& charging horse to fight against Cromwell.” -Amongst the calling’s papers, there
<is an ‘C Amsignation by-John Davidson, chaplain of the chaplainry and altarage of
8t Leonard’s, to Colin Campbell of Aberuchill, of said chaplaiury, and annusl reats
-thereto belonging, for his life, and three lives after, and then for eleven times nime-
teen years, dsted 17 March 1660, and Tegistered at Edinbargh, 13 August, 1734.”
.This is very probably the tack previously alluded-to,-as said to have been.gimen
Hfor a “ eharging horse.” The calling have also in their possession one .of ‘the
copies of these illuminated town charters, with gilded capitals, rwritten bysthe said
John Davidson, bound in vellum, and in very good p:

.But, to.return tv our subject—perhaps it may be asked, why atthch so mwch
-impartance te that act of the Convention of Burghs, depriving these two incor-
porations of their scats in the Town Council, seeing that the Trades have still such
-8 respectable minority, being 12 to 14 guild members in Council, their influence
and importance appear to be very little less than formerly ? But, alas! from a
system that was introduced, either at that period er very shortly afterwards,
among the Guild side of the Council, of the minority being obllpd to fall in with the
majotity apon every question of importance brought before the Council,such as voting
for a member of parliament, clergymen of the established churches, teachers, &c., and
which system has been acted upon with mose.or less severity against the Trades
ever sinee ; it was indeed a masterly stroke.of policy. I do not speak as to its
morality, for every person in efficient situations-should be allowed to vote accord<
iug to their conscience, and for what they really believe to be best for the interest’
of the community over which they are called to preside. This systemy in fact,
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rendered the twetve trades’ represemtatives in Coancil of a0 more value or imponrt-
ance thaa 80 many cyphers—a degradation which our ancestors felt most kenly,
and made many a sévere struggle to break those chyins, and abolish whar they
considered & most iniquitous system. Some of the steps they took, and the resuits
that fellowed, I cannot describe in more appropriate langwage than in the following
exteact from the calling’s minutes of 20th September, 1740, trhich gives 2 most
masterly aud graphic description of that system, or * beautiful order,” as it is
called in modern times :—% Perth, 29th Sept. 1740, at six o'clock afternoomn.
‘Which day, convened in the ordinary meeting-house of the Glover ealling of Perth,
in ane general court, John Miller, present deacon, (and convener of the trades),
together with the remanent brethren and freemen of the incorporation, being fifty
in aumber, when the deacon represented to the calling, that for several years
bysgone, thoss of the guild side in the Town Council have had combinations
together, whereln six of them, with the preses, oblige the rest of their number tp
‘vote in elections, and in all other matters of moment in the Town Council, arcord-
ing to the minds of the majority, (though never vo contrary to their inclinatious),
which majority these seven are, the preses always having the casting vote ; and
none are adamitted to the Council on the Guild side but upon making such promises,
and conforming to this arbitrary practice; and any who saw the unlaswfulness 6f
these promises afterwands, and did not continue to follow these engagements, #t
very first election were turned out of their offices, or out of the Council. By whick
illegal combination, seven men, of which the preses being one, overrule the whole
Couucil, consisting of twenty six members, whereof fourteen are of the Guildry,
and twelve of the Trades ; and by virtue thereof, several worthy and useful membe‘
have been frequently turned out of Council, to the great loss both of the Gulldry
and Trades— thereby both their privileges come to be in great hazard—elections,
with all their votes of mement, have been carried as these seven desired.”

¢ For remedying of which, he the said dencon, and his brethren in the eonvener
court, afier duly consldering the sbove, and consulting the same, thought it their
duty to join with three of the guild side at that day’s election, (left the eouncil-
Jhowee, and adjourned to the tolbooth, where the last year’s elections were msde),
and having chosen a preses and clerk, proceeded to elect magistrates and councillors
for the ensuing-year. “ All which the deacon laid before the calling, to know
their approving or not approving of his conduet; and they did unanimously
approve of his and the convener court’s conduct in all the above mentioned pro-
ceedings, aleo of the magistrates chosen by them ; und did, and hereby do enact, if
any process or lawsult shall happen, any manner of way, on account of the above
election, that the expense of such process shall be defrayed out of the public stock
of the trade, in proportion with the guildry and other trades, and that their box-
‘master may advance mouey accordingly when called for. Likewise the court
ordered the thanks of the house to be returned to the deacon and couneiller for
their steady conduct and behaviour in Town Council, which they look upon as
‘vety much conducive for supporting and vindicating the rights and privileges of
the trades and whole burgh, which was done accordingly ; they also appoint this
narrstive, and this their act, to be insert in the trade’s book, and the deacon
snd clerk te sign the same, (Signed) Jo. MiLLER, JAMES 818BALD, Clerk.” -

Another meeting of the calling took place, 5th November 1740, on the same sub-
ject, forty-eight of the brethren being present, when Bailie Wiliam Barlamd (in
absence of the Deacon) being chosen preses, stated to the meeting that James Cres
and-his adherents (that is, the eleven guild members, who were left in the minori-
ty) had presented a petition to the Lords of Council and Session for sequestrating
the common good of the burgh, and taking the management of it out of the hands
of Provost Ferguson wnd the other Magistrates and Gouncillors (that is, those why
'were elected by the other #fieen members of Conncil, who formed the majority),—
< and also that mutual summorees of declarator and reduction have been raised by
the said Provost Ferguson and his sdherents, and James Cree and his adherents ;
and, as we have formerly approven of the election of the said Provost Ferguson,
and of the Magistrates and Council adhering to him, therefore we hereby wnani-
mously empower John Miller, present deacon, Thos. and William Barland, late
bailies, and Alexander MacEwen, or any one or more of them, to apply to the Lords
of Sessiou by & petition in our name by themselves or any other proper person, for



TRADITIONS OF PERTH. 833

prevent'ng (he sequestration, and o keep the management of the said common good
in the hands of Provest Ferguson, and the other Magistrates and Councillors ad-
Mering to him, and appoints the preses and electors to sign this act and sederunt.”
(8igned) “ WrILL. BARLARD. JaMES S1BBALD, Clerk.”—There is no other
minute in the caliing’s records that I can trace relative to this important case, but
from all that I could learn from authentic eources, the issue of this plea wasagainat
‘the Magistrates and Council chosen by the twelve trades’ members, and three guild
members of Council, who formed the majority—in consequence, chiefly, of the said
majority having left the Council House and completed their elections in the Tol-
booth. It was most keenly contested, having been carried by appeal to the House
of Lotds, and coet both parties upwurds of two thousand peunds sterling, an im-
‘mense sum in thoee days; but itshowed the great importance and deep interest felt
‘by the trades of that period, in every thing connected with the free and unfettered
exercise of their civil and political rights and privileges, and we cannot but honour
the memories of our patriotic ancestors, in having thus, although unsuceessfully,
‘made such a glorious struggle to shake off the yoke of an oppressive and unjust
system, and to restore the Incorporated Trades to that place and influence in the
Councils of the City, which it was originally intended by the Sovereigns (wbo con-
“ferred upon them these honourable situations in the government of the city) that
they should hold.
The only other attempt to break the  beautiful order” was in 1774, when the
Convener Court, dlong with certain merchants and guildry, resolved to oppose the
-Tight of the Magistrates to reup ““ the Town’s salmon fishings till such time as they
agreed to serve the inkabitants, and expose the same to sale each day in the public
smarket, and expected the ealling would approve of it, which the calling accordingly
did ; and aleo agreed to join along with them in a petition to the Court of 8ession,
‘¢ not only to insist upon salmon, but also to break the ** heautiful order ;" —but
'this plea fell to the greund, the calling seme months afterwards having declined to
middie any farther with it,in consequence of the said plea (salmon) being * jumbled
‘with ether matters.”

‘WARS, &c.

Although the history of the last fifty years is perhaps the most eventful and in-
teresting that ever happened in the world, and has been productive of such important
consequences both to nations and individuals ; and while wars and desolations have
raged with the most tempestuous fury over almost all the eountries of the earth,
~—7yet we in this highly favoured island have lived in comparative peace and secu-
rity, listening to the details, and watching with deep and hearc-felt interest, the
progress of these mighty events, which were apparently changing the destinies of
empires and nations, and completely altering the constitution of civilized society.
Although we have never experienced the horrors of domestic wars or foreign inva-
sion, our ancestors in this country, and in our own city, were often exposed to these
calamities, aund lived in troublons times, when they were obliged to learn the art
of war as a profession, along with the arts or sciences of their own peculiar crafts ;
and, like the Jews of old, while rebuilding the walls of their beloved city, were
obliged to wear the sword in one hand, while they wrought with the other. Thus,
as it" were, being always cased in armour, they felt a keen interest in every thing
connected with the science of war ; and to render themselves masters in the use of
‘the different warlike .weapons was their constant and anxious study. Amongst
these instruments of war, the bow and arrow was the favourite, and our citizens
were long celebrated as first-rate bowmen. One of our townsmen, in his Histery
of Perth, thus speaks of this warlike science :—** Archery, of which the gentlemen
of Perth were great masters, was made an indispensable article of education, from
the days of James the First.  This most accomplished and wise Prince passed an
act forbidding the favourite diversion of foot-ball, substituting in its place that of
shooting with bows and arrows. Every boy, when he came to the age of thirteen,
was obliged at stated times to practice archery at certain bow.marks.” *‘The
strong and expert archers had their bow-marks in the South Inch. Near thesouth
end of this Inch stands yet a stone, which, tradition says, was the southern mark ;
the northern is near to the north-west side of the ditch that surrounds the mount.
1t was fixed on a-rising ground, called the * Scholars’ Knoll,” The stone was but
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iately carried off. The distance betwixt these marks is about 500 fathoms, They
must have been very strong and expert archers who eould shoot an arrow between
these marks! But it was not solely as a sport or pastime that our-aucestors
practised archery, but chiefly as one of the means of resisting their enemies, - cither
ia the battle-field, or defending our city when besieged by a hostile army. I need
net state that the English were more celebrated for their skill in archery than any
-other nation in the world ; and, from the Scotch being 30 frequently at war with
them, they had eften experienced the fatal effects of that mode of warfure ; and, as
our countrymen, previous to King James the First’s time, had not cultivated that
brasch of the art of war s0.assiducasly as the English, although they were by mo
Imeans strangers to it, but ou the contrary many of them excelled in archery; but
it was only in James the First’s time that it was made an * indispensable article
of education.” And our townsmen had better opportunity of making themselves
-masters of this branch than any of the cisizens of the -other Seottish burghs ; for,
not only being the metropolis and, as such, the chief residence of our monarchs pre~
vious to James IIL., the flower of the Scottish mobility, with their numercus reti-
nues, must have-often taken wp their residence in our city; and even after the
royal court was removed to Edinburgh, yet Perth was not deserted by our nobility,
but was still the place in which many-of them abode. But Perth was.aleo often
garrisoned by the English army, who, while they occupied it, would undoubtedly
practise that science for which they were so celebrated, and our citizens would not
fail to embrace such a favourable opportunity to perfect themselves under such able
instructors. And mere especially in 1298, when-Edward I. of England, after hav-
ding reduced all the fortresses in 8cotland, rebuilt the fortifications of Perth, and
placed in it a strong garrison of his English troaps ; and when James ., about 190
years after this, issued the act ordering the more genuine caltivation of the sciense
of archery, he would find his citizens of Perth, among whom he lived, particularly
zealous in seconding his views in this matter, for they must have been well trainad
40 (his exercise, especially while the town was occupled by the English under the
first three Edwards. And what furnishes us with a strong proof of their great pro-
ficiency in this ¢ noble art” is, that in a contest of archery held on the Links at
Laith, our townsmen triumphantly carried off the prize, and offered the odds of
o thres, a challenge which their opponents appears to have declined. .
And as the Incorporated Trades of Perth have long been known as the © sheafof
arrows,” not only as an emblem of their union and strength, but also, I should
suppose, for their superior skill and dexterity in archery ; for.it Is highly prebable
‘that, in the numerous competitions that took place.on the South Inch, the crafts-
men were often pitted against, not onjy the trained and expert marksmen who
-often formed the retinue of the great men of the 8cottish court, bat also the soldiers
of the English and Scottish armies that either gurrisoned the city, or-attended their
sovereigns or commanders while residing there. And it was not only in archery
that the citizens excelled, but history informs us of their being well skilled in the
-other weapons used in war, and also-conspicuous for their braverys as in the mo-
-morable combat in the reign of Robert III..(1400), betwixt the two Highland
clans In the North Inch, where the victory was achieved chiefly by the prowess
and strength of Henry Wynde, a saddler in Perth, whe espoused the cause of one
‘of these clans, and was the principal means of their gaining the day. The other
‘weapons of war in most common use by our auncestors, previous to the invention of
gunpowder, were the sword, spear, battle-axe, and pike, or partizan as it is some-
times called ; and it was the practice at the election of every new deacon and box.
master, for them to present to the calling a new pike ; but, in 1631, the deacon
presented a musket, staff, and bandolier, and the calling made this a law after-
wards for his successors in office to do the same, and which was continued until
1710, when,  taking to their consideration the little use the calling bas for fire-
arms, they therefors statute and ordain, that, for the future, each new elected dea~
con pay five pound Scots in place of his gun ; and each aew box-master, four
pounds Scots, as the value of his gun, for the use of the poor of the calling.”
From what has already been stated, it clearly appears that our ancestors ware
regularly trained to military exercises; .and that the citizen of former times was
the soldier and craftsman combined. Now let us shortly take notice of a few of
those scenes of strife and war in which the Glovers bore a part ;.and although there



TRADITIONS OF PERTH 235

can be no doubt that they must have often been called upon to defend, with their
lives and property, their rights and privileges both as citizens and Scotsmen, previ-
ous to 15659, we shall confine ourselves to a few instances that took place at this
period, or shortly afterwards. The first we shall mention is that memorable
one in 1559, when, in consequence of the duplicity and perfidity of the Queen Re-
gent, who had violated the most solemn promises to protect the Reformers, and
who was taking measures to root them out of the land, and re-establish Popery.
‘The leaders of the Congregation, as they were called, the Earl of Argyle and James
Stewart, Prior of 8t Audrews, haviug received intelligence that the Queen designed
to take Stirling, marched out of Perth with tAres hundrod oitisens, resolved to
prosecute the Reformation or perish in the attempt. To shew their zeal and reso-
lution, instead of ribbons they put ropes about their neoks, that whoever deserted
their colours should certainly be hanged by these ropes = from this circumstance
arose the proverb of “ 8t Johnston's ribbons.” With this inconsiderable force they
advaneed, and wlierever they came the people joined them in a body. Their army
was seldom less numerous than five thousand men. The gates of 8tirling, and
every other town, were thrown open to receive them, where they took care to de-
stroy every monument of Popish superstition ; and, without striking a blow, they
took possession of the capital of the kingdom ; and, having purged the kirks of
idols, they placed the reformed preachers in them.

It is-not stated in any docament that ¥ have seen, the number of the Glovers
who-formed. a part of these three hundred citizens ; but I have no doubt, from the
eircumstanes of the craftsmen at this period forming the majority of its citizens
(as Queen' Mary in Der charter, granted only five years before this, states “ that
they exceed the rest of the inhabitants and indwellers of the said burgh in num.
ber™), that they also formed the majority of this heroic band, who were 80 instru-
mental in planting and establishing the Reformation ; and ¥ think it highly pre-
bable that the Glovers would furnish at any rate frem twenty to thirty of the
brethren as its guots, of this brave and gallant band. What strengthens this
conjecture is this, that in a case almest similar that happened about eighty years
after this, there were fourteen ef the Glover calling, whosse names are on
record who fermed part of that army of the Covenanters, who were defeated at
Tibbermuir, in 1644, by Montrose, who commanded the Highlanders and Irish,
three to four hundred of nur people being left dead on the fleld of battle, and a
great many more of our Covenanting army were slain in their retreat to the town.

The enly other instance that I shall mention is, in 1651, when, by order of the
King (Charles IL.), the whole citizens of Perth marched out to the South Iuch,
where they cheerfaily made ehoice of a hundred men, who were to march to Burnt-
island to watch the metions of Cromwell's fieet and army. This company joined
& detachment from the army at Dunfermline of 3000 men, and were attacked near
Inverkeithing, and defeated by a superior number of Cromwell's army; 1600 be-
ing killed, and 1200 taken prisoners. The Perth officers marched with the re-
mains of their company to Perth. There is no account given of the number of
Glovers who either joined this company or fell in battle; but it is very probable
that some of ear brethren perished, for more than one-half of our force engaged
appear to have been slain in this sanguinary conflict.

I need not give any further account of the troublous times in which our ances-
tors lived, suffice it to mention, that it was onlyin 1710 that they began to throw
off their armour, and allow the soldier to merge into the quiet and industrious
craftaman ; and long, very long, may these peaceful times continue,

¢ They hung the trumpet in the hall,
Ard study war no more.”

In corroboration of what has been stated as to the share the Glovers have taken
in defending the liberties and privileges of their town and country, I have been fa-
voured with a copy of a very old march, * The Perth Glovers’ March,” said to have
been played in 1559, before that gallant band of 300 patriots, who marched .from
Perth to Stirling and Edinburgh, with ropes round their necks, to prosecuts the
Reformation, or perish in the attempt.



