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SKETCHES OF EARLY SCOTCH HISTORY.

ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY.

The fifteenth century, the age of revived letters and
intelligence through Europe,' was the chief era of Scotch
University foundations. The University of St. Andrews
was founded in the beginning of the century, Glasgow im
the middle, and Aberdeen at its close. The last, like the
former two, owed its birth to the Bishop of the diocese ;
and its founder, Bishop Elphinstone, had a large expe-
rience of what was beneficial or defective in other Uni-
versities.

The situation of the new school of learning may have
in some degree influenced its constitution. It was repre-
sented to the Pope that, in the north of Scotland, were
some districts so distant, and separated from the places
where Universities had already been established, by such
obstacles of mountains and arms of the sea, and dangers
of the way, that the natives remained rude, unlettered,
and almost barbarous, insomuch that persons could hardly
be found there fit for preaching the word of God, and
ministering the sacraments of the Church. Aberdeen
was held to be “sufficiently near” for educating the
people of those rude regions ; at any rate it had the ad-
vantage of possessing a Bishop with zeal enough to give

| Without attempting to define accu-  over Europe of Greek books and Greek
rately the limits of the ‘“ dark ages,” and  teachers, by the fall of Constantinople;
the dawn of the returning day, the fif-  the invention of printing, and the dis-
teenth century is plainly enough the era  covery of the New World, wakened the
of actual enlightenment. The dispersion  soundest sleepers.
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the endowment, and sufficient influence to obtain the
royal and papal privileges necessary for a university.

While we allow for some exaggeration in stating the
necessity of the new foundation, it was not easy to over-
state the physical and ethnical impediments to education
in the Highlands and Isles of Scotland. These, to a
great degree, remain unconquered at this day. But it
would be a mistake to join under the common description
of barbarous ignorance the district in which the new
University was founded, or indeed any part of the eastern
coast or Lowlands of Scotland. Centuries before the era of
our oldest University, the whole corn-bearing land of Scot-
land was occupied by the same energetic tribes, whether
Saxon or Danish, who colonized England. Towns were
built wherever a river’s mouth gave a haven for small
ships in the dangerous coast. Trade was carried on with
the kindred people of Flanders, Holland, and Normandy ;
and the hides and wool of our mountains, the salmon of
the Dee and Tay, and the herring of our seas, were ex-
changed against the cloths of Bruges, the wines of Bor-
deaux and the Rhine ; and the table luxuries, as well as
the ornaments of dress and art, which found admirers
among us long before we appreciated what are now
counted the comforts of life. A trading and friendly in-
tercourse with the continental nations would, of itself, go
far to prove some intelligence and education.

But this is not left to speculation. Master Thomas
of Bennum writes himself “ Rector scholarum de Aber-
deen” in the year 1262 ;' and we learn, at a later

1 Registrum de Aberbrothoc.
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period, that these were proper burghal schools, endowed
by the community, and under the patronage of the
magistrates. In 1418, we find a schoolmaster of Aber-
deen— Magister Scholarum burgi de Aberdene—rpre-
sented by the alderman and the community ; when the
Chancellor of the diocese, the inducting officer, testifies
him to be of good life, of honest conversation, of great
literature and science, and a graduate in arts.' Sixty
years later, but still prior to the foundation of the Uni-
versity, the “Master of the Grammar Schules of Abirdene”
had the respectable salary of five pounds yearly, «of the
common gude of the toune,” until he should be provided
with a benefice in the church of St. Nicholas.?* It was
in the next century that Master John Marshall, master of
the Grammar School of Aberdeen, “inquirit be the Pro-
vost whom of he had the same school—grantit in judge-
ment that he had the same of the said good Town,
offerand him reddy to do thame and thair bairnis ser-
vice and plesour at his power.”?

The chief difficulty in any attempts at popular edu-
cation must have arisen from the scarcity of books. But,
after all, that was not greater on the eve of the grand
invention of printing, than it had been in all ages of
the world before. It did not press more heavily upon
the Scotchman of the fourteenth century, than it did
on the Italian contemporaries of Petrarch and Boccaccio,
than it had done upon the people who appreciated the

verse of Sophocles, and the rhetoric of Demosthenes,

! Magne literature el seiencice.— Burgh 2 Burgh Records of Aberdeen, Spald-
Records of Aberdeen, Spalding Club,  ing Club, p. 37.
p- 5. ) 3 Ibid. pp. 80, 97.
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and the philosophy of Plato. How this impediment to
instruction was overcome, is for us difficult to under-
stand. That it was overcome, we know. Among other
means to supply the defect of books, public dictation
was, perhaps, the chief, and this explains much of the
method of the old Universities, where time was given
to writing down verbatim the dictata of the master,
which might have been better bestowed, if books had
been common, in obtaining a full knowledge of the
subject of his lecture.

The scarcity of books had one effect which has not
been enough considered. It tended to congregate stu-
dents in masses. One public library afforded the seeds
of learning to multitudes who could not buy books. The
teaching of Abelard opened to thousands whom his writ-
ings could never reach, the mysteries of a new philosophy.
The comparing of opinions, the disputations, the excite-
ment of fellow-students, the emulation—even the enthu-
stasm arising from the mere crowd engaged in one
pursuit—made up in part for the want of books, which
was one of the causes that compelled the multitude to
come together. Universities were infinitely more neces-
sary when books were scarce.

In 1411, the Bishop of St. Andrews founded his
University. Forty years later, the rival see of Glasgow
followed ; and in 1494, Bishop Elphinstone of Aberdeen
obtained the Papal constitution for the studium generale
or University of his Episcopal See. The Pope bestowed
the usual privileges of a University (of which Bologna
and Paris were the patterns), and licensed masters and
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doctors, whether ecclesiastical or lay, to teach, study,
and confer degrees in Theology, the Canon and the Civil
Law, Medicine, and Arts. Such were the simple opera-
tive words by which the recognised power of the Head
of the Church admitted the new University and its
‘members to the great fellowship of the scholars of
Christendom.

There is nothing here of endowments or of Colleges.
By what may be called the public University law, all
masters and doctors were entitled, and even bound to
« read,” that is, to teach, in their several faculties, for a
limited time after obtaining their degrees, in the Univer-
sity where they graduated. That was the only provi-
sion for teaching by the ancient constitution of the
Universities of all Europe; and the constitution and
early practice of Bishop Elphinstone’s mother University
of Glasgow were not different. But the primitive liberty
of teaching, and of choosing masters, had some manifest
disadvantages, which induced first the Italian, and after-
wards other foreign Universities, to exchange the free
competition of “ reading” graduates receiving a small fee
from each student, for a limited number of salaried
teachers. This new system was followed by Bishop
Elphinstone, and he engrafted upon the papal erection
of the University, ten years after its date, a full colle-
giate body,! sufficiently endowed, for teaching the several
faculties, and for the service of the church which he
founded in immediate connexion with his University.

1 He himself calls it a  Collegiate  whole endowed members of the College
Church or College.” The ecclesiastical  were at first thirty-six, increased by the
purposes were very prominent. The  second foundation to forty-two.



BISHOP ELPHINSTONE. 259

The endowment of the College was all obtained by the
Bishop’s own means or influence. The young king
made a small donation in aid of the new fabric, when he
passed by in one of his pilgrimages to Saint Duthac ;
but it does not appear that he assisted the foundation
otherwise, except by consenting to the annexation of the
Hospital of St. Germains, and allowing the new Univer-
sity to bear his name.

The papal erection declared the Bishop ex officio
Chancellor of the University. No provision was made
for the appointment of the other high officer of the Uni-
versity, the Rector; his election being left to the com-
mon University law which placed it in the votes of the
general body of the University. In like manner, the
election of Proctors by the nations, acording to the an-
cient and uniform practice of Universities, is taken for
granted, not presecribed.

The Rector of the University, if a stranger, or the
Official, if the Rector was himself a member of the Col-
lege, with the advice of four masters chosen by the four
nations of the University, had the duty of yearly visita-
tion of the College.

The persons composing the College were elected in
such a manner, that, though the Rector of the Uni-
versity and the Proctors of the four nations had voices,
the real power lay with the chief members of the
College.

The obtainer of the Papal and Royal privileges for
the University, himself the founder and endower of the
College and its Church, Bishop William Elphinstone, has
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left a name to be reverenced above every other in the
latter days of the ancient Scotch Church. His biogra
pher, Boece, sufficiently zealous, and living so near in
time and situation that he could not bhe uninformed, has
given only a general account of his descent ex veter:
Elphinstonorum familia; and the same silence might be
thought allowable now, were it not for the nmus-state-
ments of later writers. There is no doubt that he was,
like so many well-educated men of his time, the offspring
of a churchman, who could not legally marry, but whose
connexion and family, in violation of his vows, were
then tolerated by society, and almost sanctioned by the
practice of the highest of his order! His father was
William Elphinstone, rector of Kirkmichael and Arch-
deacon of Teviotdale, whom there is better reason than
tradition for believing to have been of a branch of the
baronial house which was ennobled as Lords Elphin-
stone, and enriched with the lordship of Kildrummy by
James 1v.> He is asserted by Keith, following Craw-
furd, to have died in 1486, “after he had the comfort
of seeing his son Bishop of Aberdeen.” If we are to
rely on the same authorities, William Elphinstone (the

! Crawfurd and Keith have covered
this disgrace under the convenient and
pious fiction that the Bishop's father took
orders ““ after he became a widower.”—
Officers of State ;  Catalogue of Se.
Bishops.

2 Elphinstone went abroad at the ex-
pense of an uncle, Lawrence, who lived
at Glasgow. Boece tells us that the
Bishop was very bountiful in gifts to the
family unde ei origo, and raised many
FElphinstones to opulence.  Andrew

Elphinstone of Selmys, who was un-
doubtedly a son or very near kinsman
of the chief family, had two brothers,
named Lawrence and Nicholas. In
1499, Andrew of Selmys resigned the
lands of Glak which he held of the
Bishop, in favour of his brother Nicholas
and the heirs-male of his body, whom
failing, to his own heirs-male, whom all
failing, to return to the Church at Aber-
deen.—Boece, Vit Episc. ; Reg. Mag.
Sig., and Morton Charters at Dalmahoy.
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Bishop) was born in 1437,' educated at the paedagogium
and University of Glasgow, and only, at the mature age
of twenty-four, received his degree of Master of Arts, at
the same time that he took priest’s orders, having been
for some years diverted from study by family and secular
affairs. He studied canon law for several years at Glas-
gow, and practised as an advocate in the church courts.
Then he retired to Kirkmichael, where he rusticated for
some years on his father’s benefice, devoting himself to
the cure of the parish.* From this life he was roused by
his uncle, Lawrence Elphinstone, vir optémus, who stimu-
lated his ambition, and assisted him with the means to
study at the most celebrated schools of the Continent.
He spent a long time at the University of Paris. Elphin-
stone’s biographer describes his habits while studying at
the University—“ All day hearing preachers or profes-
sors of the canon law ; by night, in solitude, recalling
what he had heard during the day : most sparing of sleep
and of food ; most patient of labour, so that it was hard
to say whether he studied more by day or by night.”
We read this of Elphinstone, with a wish to believe it
true, though our biographer’s unlucky rhetorical turn
makes us suspect he might have said as much for one
not so deserving. But, in the facts which follow, there
can scarcely be a mistake. After completing his studies,
he was appointed to fill the place of premarius lector in

not know whether Boece meant that the
benefice was conferred on him, as Keith

! Crawfurd cites no authority for the
date of his birth, and is probably wrong.

Boece says he was in his 83d year when
he died : the Epistolare of Bishop Dun-
bar states that he was in his 84th.—
Regist. Episc. 11. 249,

2 Pastorali evra ei ecollate,  We do

imagined, or, what is more probable,
that he acted as his father's curate. In
the loosest times, the Canon was very
strict against a father and a son serving
at the same altar,
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the University—an office, as Boece remarks, conferred
only on the most learned—and he “read” canon law for
six years there. Then, having received his degree of Doc-
tor of Decrees, he migrated to the University of Orleans,
and stayed some years studying the most abstruse and
difficult parts of law with the professors there, who, at
that time, had the highest reputation in legal science.
His learning, and some opportunities he had of expound-
ing law in public, brought him so much into notice, that
his opinion was asked on great questions even by the
Parliament of Paris. Boece records Elphinstone’s ex-
treme intimacy and friendship with Jean de Ganai, who
afterwards rose to great distinction as a lawyer and
statesman, and was, successively, First President of the
Parliament of Paris and Chancellor of France,' a friend-
ship that may have been serviceable afterwards to the
Bishop and Chancellor of Scotland on his several em-
bassies to the French court.

Elphinstone returned to Scotland in the ninth year
after he had gone abroad, according to his biographer.?
He was Official General of the Diocese of Glasgow, and

' It may help us to dates, which
Boece never furnishes, to observe that
De Ganai was admitted Councillor in
the Court of Aids, 30th October 1481 ;
Fourth President of the Parliament, 27th
June 1490 ; First President of the Par-
liament, and Chancellor of France, 31st
Jannary 1507 : Died 1512.— Moreri.

# It is impossible perfectly to reconcile
Boece's narrative with the dates fixed by
the records of the University of Glas-
gow. Some confusion arises also from
the identity of name and sometimes of
office, in the father and the son. But it

would seem that even more than two
persons of the name must have held
benefice in the Church, and place in
the University of Glasgow at the same
time.

William Elphinstone, apparently our
Bishop's father, is styled Canon of Glas-
gow from 1451 down to 1483, holding
the offices of Dean of the Faculty of
Arts (1468), Prebendary of Ancrum
(1479), Archdeacon of Teviotdale (1482).
The following dates seem to apply to the
Bishop :

1457. William Elphinstone ¢ scolaris”
matriculated.
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Dean of the Faculty of Arts of the University in 1471-2.
In 1474, he was chosen rector of the University. Boece
says that the office of Official was of great dignity, and
given only to the most learned. We know that at that
time the church courts, besides the load of properly con-
sistorial cases, monopolized a great part of civil business.
They were, in truth, the only settled and organized judi-
catures in Scotland, and were alone presided over by
educated lawyers. Boece says Elphinstone was a severe
judge, keeping in his mouth the adage-—“He hurts the
good, who spares the bad.” His reputation in the office
at Glasgow obtained him, in 1478, promotion to the place
of Official of Lothian, then probably the second judicial
office in the kingdom,' which he filled for two years, sit-
ting in Parliament and serving on the judicial commit-
tees, which formed the supreme civil jurisdiction in Scot-
land. In 1481, he was made Bishop of Ross, though
some delay took place in his consecration, perhaps on
account of his birth.

Elphinstone was nominated Bishop of Aberdeen in
the autumn of 1483.2 According to his biographer, he

1459. He took his Bachelor’s degree.

1462. He took his Master’s degree, ““post
rigorosum examen.”

1462-4. Active in University affairs.

1465. W. de Elphinstone junior, rector
of Kirkmichael, was a regent in
the University.

1471-2. W. Elphinstone was Official-
general of the Diocese of Glas-
gow, and Dean of the Faculty
of Arts.

1473, Master William de Elphinstone,
Official, took the degree of Li-
centiate in Canon Law, and was
Dean of the Faculty.

1474. W. de Elphinstone, Official, a
Master of Arts, Licentiate in
Decrees, and Rector of Kirk-
michael, was chosen Rector of
the University.

1 The Great Justiciar of Seotland being
the first, whose functions were not merely
in eriminalibus. The Official of St. An-
drews principal was higher in rank, but
perhaps with less business in his court
than the Official of the Archdeaconry of
Lothian, which included Edinburgh.

2 Apparently between 14th October
and 20th November. His consecration
took place between 17th December 1487
and April 1488,
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went on an embassy to France before that time ; for,
though he gives no date, he tells us it was to Louis X1,
who died in that year, and adds, that his first bishopric
was the reward for his service in it. The oration which
he puts in the ambassador’s mouth we may safely trust
was not delivered ;' and it will not lessen the good
bishop in our eyes, if we abate something of the influence
which Boece attributes to him in the councils of the weak
and unfortunate James 111.  We know, from evidence of
record, that he was employed in embassies to France,
England, Burgundy, and Austria,® and that, for a few
months before the death of King James 111, he held the
office of Chancellor of the kingdom.> He lost his great
office on the accession of the young king, but was speedily
restored to favour and to the royal counsels, and seems
to have been keeper of the Privy Seal from 1500 till his
death. Apparently as soon as he was appointed to the
Bishopric of Aberdeen, more especially after he had ceased
to be Chancellor, Elphinstone, though still occasionally
called to serve his country in foreign missions, and to
guide the councils of the gallant young monarch, devoted
his chief attention to the affairs of his diocese ; and it is
not often that a prelate has left such a tradition of good-
ness, or so many proofs, still extant, of great benefits
conferred. His first cares were to reform his clergy, and
restore the service and the fabric of his cathedral.* Next

! Orationis non sententiam solwm sed  death of the king on St. Barnabas’ day,
et verba, me quid varietur, visum est  11th June 1488.— Pleadings in Monlrose
referre.  Some of the words are mot  Dukedom Case, 1853,
wise.

2 Regist. Episc. Aberdon. p. 304, + John Malison was employed by him

¥ From 21st February 1487-8, till the  to restore the ritual hooks and the ser-
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was the University. His last undertaking was the bridge
over Dee, a more important, as well as a more arduous
undertaking than men of this age can easily believe.

He did not live to complete all his great designs, but
he had provided for their completion in substantial wise.
With no private fortune, and without dilapidating his
benefice, he provided for the buildings requisite for his
University and collegiate church, and for the suitable
maintenance of its forty-two members; and the cathedral
choir, the King’s College, and the old grey bridge span-
ning the valley of the Dee, are monuments to his memory
that command the respect of those who have no sympathy
with his breviary, rich in legends of Scotch saints, and
who would scarcely approve of his reformed Gregorian
chant. His picture we love to fancy a true likeness,
though painted by a flattering artist : —“ He was most
splendid in the maintenance of his establishment, seldom
sitting down to dinner without a great company of guests
of the gentry, and always with a well-furnished table.
In the midst of such temptations, he himself, abstemious,
but cheerful in aspect, gay in conversation, took great
delight in the arguments of the learned, in music, and in
decent wit : all ribaldry he detested. He had talent and
energy for any business of public or private life, and
could adapt himself equally to civil or church affairs.

vice of the church, as well ag its musie,
which was to be of the ancient manner—
priscus atque patrum more cantus. “To
this man,” says Boece, ‘‘the Aberdo-
nians owe whatever of music, whatever
of perfect service is found in the northern
chureh.

Seldom will yon find a man of

Aberdeen, well taught in the art of sing-
ing, who has not learnt of him.”

Bishop Elphinstone began the restora-
tion of the choir of the cathedral which
had been built, as Boece erroneonsly
says, by Robert 1., lmt not of size or
beauty suitable to such a church.



266 SKETCHES OF EARLY SCOTCH HISTORY.

He seemed of iron frame, and was of indomitable courage
in enduring labour,—one whom no toil, no exertion, no
public or private duty, not age itself, could break. In
his eighty-third year he discussed the weighty affairs of
the state more acutely than any man ; and showed no
decay of mind, or any of the senses, while he preserved
a ready memory, which, indeed, knew not what it is to
forget. His old age was happy and venerable, not mo-
rose, anxious, peevish, low-spirited. Age had worked no
change on his manners, which were always charming ;
nor did he suffer anything till his very last sickness, for
which he could blame old age.” Having dissuaded the
English war, and survived to mourn the fatal field of
Flodden, he died, amid the universal love and sorrow
of his diocese and his country, on the 25th October
1514.. :

Long afterwards, a great philosopher, who, like Elphin-
stone, had been connected with both the Universities
which he was comparing, observed that there were “two
obvious defects in the ancient constitutions of the Uni-
versity |of Glasgow)|; the first, that no salaries were
provided for regular lectures in the high faculties; . . .
the second defect, that there was not sufficient power
over the University to remedy disorders, when these he-
came general, and infected the whole body.” And then,
alluding to Aberdeen, he continues: “Either” from the
experience of what Elphinstone had seen in the Univer-
sity of Glasgow, or from a deeper knowledge of human
nature, he supplied in his University both the defects we
have observed in that of Glasgow : for he gave salaries,
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not illiberal for the times, to those who were to teach
theology, canon and civil law, medicine, languages, and
philosophy, and pensions to a certain number of poor
students ; and likewise appointed a visitorial power, re-
serving to himself, as Chancellor, and to his successors in
that office, a dictatorial power, to be exercised occasion-
ally, according to the report of the visitors.”

To work out his great plan of mixed religion and
education, Elphinstone found qualified persons, for the
most part at home, and probably in his own chapter.
Two only he brought from abroad, Hector Boece and
William Hay. They were both natives of Angus, and
had spent their schoolboy days together at Dundee, and
afterwards prosecuted their studies at the College Mon-
taigu of Paris, where Boece was lecturing in philosophy,
when Elphinstone, himself perhaps of the same college,
induced him to undertake the duties of Priémarius, or
Prineipal of the infant seminary at Aberdeen.

It 1s not necessary to speak much of a person so well
known as the historian of Scotland, and indeed there is
little to tell of the events of his life. His estimation as
a teacher is gathered partly from the tradition of the
University, and partly from the list of eminent men
whom he enumerates as instructed by him. He seems
to have been rather a good Latinist than a scholar im-
bued with the riches of classical study. That he was of
the reforming party of the day—the humanists, as they
were called in the continental schools—we learn from his
own expressions, from his friends and associates, and

1 Account of the University of G'lasgow, by Dr. Thomas Reid,
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especially from his profound admiration for Erasmus,’
with whom he had even the honour of corresponding.
As a historian, he was at first admired and followed, and
latterly condemned, in both cases much beyond reason.
His object was to give a classical dress to his rude native
chronicles. One must doubt whether he really meant his
grave readers to credit his stories of ¢ Veremund” and
“ Cornelius Campbell,” and the records from Iona. He
found, over a large period of his history, bare lists of
kings, and he took the pains of dressing them in what he
thought suitable characters and actions.
barrassed by facts, he proposed to treat his subject like
an artist, with the proper balancing of light and shadow,

(Quite unem-

and studied to administer among the persons of his
drama some sort of poetical justice. Leslie compares

him to Livy, and his most fabulous portions are perhaps

not more romantic than Livy’s first decade.
ence lies in the genius of the writers.”

v Nostree etatis splendor el ornamen-
twm : nullus pene locus est in Euwropa
adeo inaccessus ubi non ejus viri decora.
— Aberd. Episc. Vitw. p. 60,

2 A few circumstances less known may
be collected here concerning Hector
Boece.

John Jonston, the author of the He-
roes, addresses some Latin verses—Hec-
tort Boetio et duobus fralribus—among
which are,

Concordes animas, clarissima lumina

gentis,
Tres paribus studits, (res pietale
pares I—
MS. Adv. Lab. 19, 3, 24, p. 28.

One brother, Arthur, is mentioned
with due honour by Hector Boece, in
recording his fellow-labourers at Aber.
deen :—Arthwrus Boelivs mili germa-

The differ-

nus, in pontificio jure doctor, in civico (ut
dicunt) licentiatus, vir mulle doctrine,
plus literarum indies consecuturus, guod
studium el permanel animo indefesso ;
nobiscum jura pie et seite profitetur.  Est
1 eo vis et gravitas eloguendi o vulgari
genere  plurtmum  abhorrens, — Aberd,
Epise. Vite, p. 63. He was reader in
Canon Law in the University, Treasurer
of the Cathedral of Brechin, a Canon of
the Cathedral of Aberdeen, and a Lord
of the Session, upon its institution in
1532. The Pollock MS. names, as one of
the ambassadors to England in 1532-3,
“Mr. Walter Boyis, persone of Snaw ;”
that is, of the ‘“Ecclesia B. Marie ad
nives” (Diurnal of Occurrents, p. 17),
supplying, perhaps, the third brother,
who was not hitherto known. The name
of Boece, in all its varieties of spelling,
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Of William Hay, his companion through life, we know

little but what we learn from Boece.

He records his

friend’s industry, and the pleasure he took in the business

was common among the vassals and
tenants of the Abbey of Arbroath in the
fifteenth century.—Reg. de Aberbr. 11.

The accomplishment of Hector Boece
was not confined to Roman literature.
He had attained some reputation for his
skill in physic. In the last illness of
Thomas Crystall, Abbot of Kinloss, when
other hope had failed, Mr. Hector Boece
was called in to prescribe for him—
virum  percelebrem M. Hectora Boe-
thiwm ad se vocavit. etc.—(Hist. Abbat.
de Kynlos, p. 82)—where perhaps com-
menced his acquaintance with John Fer-
rerius, who was at that time teaching
the Abbey School, and who afterwards
superintended an edition of Boece’s his-
tory, adding a chapter to the work.
Hector Boece took his doctor’s degree in
theology in 1528, when the Council of
the burgh of Aberdeen made him a pro-
pine of a tun of wine, or £20 Scots, ““to
help to buy him bonnets.”—Extracts
Jrom the Burgh Records.

Boece’s Lives of the Bishops of Aber-
deen was printed at Paris in 1522, The
reprint for the Bannatyne Club (1825)
has been used in these notes. His His-
tory of Scotland was likewise published
at Paris, without date, about 1527. A
second edition, with a short continua-
tion by Ferrerius, was printed at Lau-
sanne, published at Paris, in 1574. The
book was calculated to produce impres-
sions of admiration and distrust; and
we may perhaps detect a mixture of both
feelings in the notice of Paulus Jovius:
a prima origine Scotorum requm his-
toriam Latine diligenter perscripsit, pas-
sim veteris chorographice memor et mode-
rate Ubertatis nusquam oblitus ita wut
magnropere miremur extare de remotis ab
orbe nostro Hebridwum et Orcadwin insulis
mille amplivs annoruin memoriam quum
in Italia alirice ingeniorum,” efc., cited
by D. Buchanan “de Seript. Scotis”—
not verified.

The reader of Boece's History may be
pardoned for wishing—if not that he had
belonged quite to the opposite party in
literature—at least that his classicism
had condescended to call common things
by common names. He is averse to
speak of barbarous native institutions,
and when he does, Scotch titles and
offices, put with his laborious periphrasis
into a Roman dress, are often not recog-
nisable. In this affectation he has been
followed by abler historians.

Boece is not to blame for the invention
of the fabulous antiquity of his Univer-
sity, as Strachan conjectured (Panegy-
ricus Inauwguralis 1631, p.11). The his-
terian’s words are, speaking of Alexander
1.—* Alexander inde Aberdoniam, jam
ante a Gregorio, a Malcolmo inde secundo
ac postea a Davide Wilhelmi fratre, pri-
vilegits agrisque donatam . . . adiens,
multis et ipse privilegiis ornat,”— Hist.
Jol. 293, v. This has plainly nothing to
do with the University, of which Boece
calls Elphinstone ¢ auctor ac institutor”
—(Vit. Episc.p. 60). The fable originated
with some of the learned and zealous
Scots abroad,—with ¢ Bertius,” ¢ Ju-
nius,” or ‘Clerkius,” to whom it is
traced by Douglas. (Academiarum Vin-
dicie in quibus novantium prejudicia
contra academias etiam reformatus aver-
runcantur, — Aberdonice Jac. Brounus
wrbis et academie typographus, 1659,)
David Chalmers takes some credit for
forbearing to place the origin of the Uni-
versity of Aberdeen as high as the Trojan
war, but adds—sufficiet ergo ad Alex-
andri Scotorum Regis tempora referre.
Is enim sub annum Doemini 1211 (this
recklessness of chronology was then
common) multis magnisque tllam privi-
legits ornavit. Quibusdam antiquior visa
est; sed quod diximus est verissimum !
—Camerariv de Secot. fortitudine, ete.
Parisiis, 1631, p. 56.

A rhyming translation of Boece’s life
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of education, with the success which attended their joint
labours, in the production in a short time of many well
disciplined in theology, canon and civil law, and very

of Elphinstone, ‘“ be Alexander Garden,
Aberdone, 1619," is still extant, though
not published among the author’s poetry.
It is in the manner of the worthy Master
Zacchary Boyd. His allusion to the
Bridge is as follows :—

¢ And yet a work als great
" And necessar much more
Unto his oune, his countrie’s good,
And both their greater gloir,
Annon their-after he
Resolved and first intends,
That everie age and ey that vieus,
Admires yet and commends.
This was the bridge our Dea,
Which every man may mark,
Ane needful most, expensive great,
A good and gallant wark ;
Knit close with quadrat stones
Free all, incised and shorne ;
Of these the pend with arches sevine
Supported is and borne.
Scharp poynted butresses
Be both that breaks and byds
The power of the winter speats,
And strenth of summer tyds.
Above it's beawtified
With ports and prickets four;
And all alongst rayled is,
And battail’d to look our.
A great and goodlie work
Which how long 't stands and stayes,
It aye shall mater ministratt
Unto the author’s praise.”

Of the College buildings—*‘ & manour
for the muses meit” —we have not
much :—

: ¢ he builds

A statlie structure thair,

A fabrick firm and fair,

Which hes a temple tabulat

Of polished stones and squair,
With tables, celrings, seats,
Lights of discolor'd glass.

A strait strong steeple too,
A pleasant princelie frame,
Beaut'fi'd with bells within ; without,
Deck’t with a diadem.”

H. Boece died probably in 1536, for on
22d November in that year the king
presented John Garden to the rectory of
Tyrie, vacant by the death of Mr. Hee-
tor Bois.

A good deal of misapprehension has
existed about the emoluments of the first
Principal of the Bishop’s College. Dr.
Johnson, like all modern English writers,
mistook the ancient constitution of Uni-
versities, when he spoke of Boece as
““ president of the University,” and was
misled as to the old value of Scotch
money, when he called his ¢ revenue of
40 Scottish marks about £2, 4s. 6d. of
English money.” The depreciation of
our currency had indeed begun, but had
by no means reached the height here
supposed, in the times of James 1v. and
James v. Without entering on a com-
plicated and difficult inquiry in a note,
it may be a sufficient correction of this
error to point to one or two ascertained
facts. In the year 1365, the coinage of
Scotland was ordered by Parliament to
be equivalent and conformable to the
current money of England. In 1525, the
Scotch gold crowns, with an alloy of only
a twenty-fourth part, were of the weight
of nine to the ounce, and passed for
twenty shillings each: the silver groat,
proportionably fine, of which eleven
weighed an ounce, passed for eighteen-
peuce. Uncoined gold was then bought
at £7 by the ounce, and silver for 17s.—
Acts of the Parliament of Scotland, vol.
1. Forty marks, £26, 13s. 4d. Scotch
currency was certainly a better provision
in Scotland then, considering the ex-
pense of living in the two countries, than
£26, 13s. 4d. sterling would have been
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many in philosophy—¢ permults in philosophia.”* The
merit of his labours must have been acknowledged, since,
after filling the office of Sub-principal for a long period,
upon the death of Boece in 1536, he was chosen to suc-
ceed his friend as Primarius or Principal of the College.

The only other of Boece’s original coadjutors whom
he commemorates, is John Vaus the grammaticus, or
humanist, as that teacher was afterwards called—en hoc
genere discipline admodum eruditus, sermone elegans,

sententits venustus, labore tnvictus.

in England ; so trifling was the degrada-
tion of our currency in Boece’s time.
The learned Dr. Irving has also pointed
out that this was not the only prefer-
ment which Boece enjoyed. He held
the rectory of Tyrie as a Canon of the
Cathedral. Moreover, in 1527, the year
of the publication of his history, King
James V. bestowed upon him a pension
of £50, which apparently was doubled
two years later.— Liber Responsionum in
Scaccario. These sources of income con-
sidered, there is no reason to doubt that
in emolument, as well as in social posi-
tion, Hector Boece was greatly above
any Principal of a Scotch college of the
present day.

! In his Lives of the Bishops, published
in 1522, Boece gives a list of scholars
distinguished in theology, law, and phi-
losophy, who had already been educated
at Aberdeen, pp. 62, 63.

2 Among the Mss. in the Library of
King’s College is a collection from va-
rious authors, forming a supplement to
the commentary of Marsilius de Inghen
on the fourth book of the Sentences of
Peter Lombard, marked several times
with W. Hay’s name as its compiler.
At the end is this note :—.Absolutum
utquumque est hoc opus super sacramen-
tum matrimonii et impedimenta ejus-
dem, in alina Universitate Aberdonenst
collectum, promulgatum et publice lectum

Lattle 1s known of

in magnis scholis Regalis Collegit Aber-
donensis, coram theologorwin ibidem con-
uenientium solennt auditorio, per vene-
rabilem virum magistrum Guilermum
Hay prefati collegii pro tempore subprin-
cipalem ; ejusdemque impensis et sump-
tibus in hanc publicam lucen redactum
per manum sus proprii scribe, viz., fratris
Guilermi Scenan, Carmelite, cujus labore
et tndustria in ethicis atque plerisque
alitsque codicibus per eum collectis usus
est prefatus Subprincipalis, A.D. 1535,
mensis Julii 23.  Regnante Jacobo guinto
Seotorum principe invictissimo ; veneran-
doque patre et domino d. Vilelmo Stewart
sedem episcopalem Aberdonensem dexter-
rime moderante.

8 Vit. Episc. p. 66. Vaus has left
some interesting grammatical works,
though now chiefly valued by the biblio-
grapher. They are extremely rare. His
first book—a commentary on the- Doctri-
nale, or rhythmical elements of Latin
Grammar of Alexandrinus—is printed by
the Ascensii at Paris. It is a small
quarto withoutl pagination. The signa-
tures are A-M, each of eight leaves.
On M. vii. r. is the colophon, Sub prelo
Ascensiano Ad Idus Martias, M D XXII.
The -introduction, by Iodocus - Badius
Ascensius, addressed Studiosis Abredon-
ensis Academice philosophis, commends
the labour of Vaus, and his courage in
venturing through the dangers of pirates
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him ; yet it can never be said we are altogether unac-
quainted with one who has written and printed books.

It is pleasant to mark the history of our University
by the contemporary progress of the art which seems 80

and a stormy sea to the press of Ascen-
sius to get his rudiments multiplied. He
speaks of him as nostri studiosus et nos-
tree professionis admirator insignis ; and
of his own favour for the new University,
idque nominibus et multis et gravibus,
primo quod ejus proceres et institutores
Sfere ex hac nostra Parisiensi et orti et
profecti sunt. Then comes an address
by Joannes Vaus himself to his scholars,
who all knew, he says, quanta plusculis
jam annis et mihi docendi et vobis dis-
cendi molestia ac difficultas fuerit ob
librorum preesertim penuriam et scriben-
tiwm dictata nostra negligentiom ac im-
peritiam. He boasts a little of his
courageous journey to Paris-—per maxime
lerrarum et nariwm discrimina, pirato-
rumque qui injustissimi sunt latrocinice,
and acknowledges his obligation to his
printer, Ascensius, in re grammatica
doctissimus. 'The volume concludes with
an epistle from Robert Gray, who had
been a pupil of Vaus, and a regent at
Aberdeen, but dates from Paris ex col-
legio bonee curie, exhorting the studious
youth of Aberdeen to imitate his and
their common preceptor, John Vaus—
optimis literis, amenissimo ingenio, sud-
wigssimis moribus singulari probitate, gra-
vitate fide atque constantio preditun.
The next work which we know of Vaus,
is Rudimenta puerorum tn artem gram-
matieam, per Joonnem Vaus Scotum.
The first edition is not known. The
second gives no introduction nor per-
sonal notice of its author. It is a
small quarto, not paged, with signa-
tures, double letters A-H, all of eight
leaves, except ¢ and H, which have each
only six. A fine colophon of the Ascen-
sian press, gives Hec rudimenta Gram-
matices impressa sunt rursus prelo Todici
Badii Ascensii Scoticee linguee imperiti :
proinde si quid in ea erratum est, minus

est mirandum. Finem autem acceperunt
viti Calend. Novemb, 1531. This is a
good specimen of early printing, espe-
cially the part in black letter, and be-
yond measure valuable to a Scotchman
studious of the early language of his
country, a great part of the book being
in Scotch, though devoted only to Latin
Grammar. Jadicative modo is trans-
lated * schauand mode ;” Optativo modo,
« yarnand mode.” In the chapter de
verbo we find—*“The imperative mode,
it biddis or exhortis, as, ama, 1wf thow :
amemus, lwf we. The optative mode it
yairnes or desiris, as vtinam amarem.
The coniuntive mode it spekis of dowt,
as cum amem, quhen i Iwf.” The chap-
ter de constructione oratorie ends thus:
¢ Bot yit of ane thing vill ye be aduertit,
that rewlis of oratre ar changeable eftyr
the iugment of weill imbutit eiris, for
nay thing is mair delectable in eloquens
thane variete, and craiftius spekyne
without greit apperans of the sammyn,
for les offendis the eir (at the leist in our
quotidiane spekyne) facile fluand con-
gruite thane thrawine effekkit eloquens
apperand ouyr crafty.”

Another edition of the Rudimenta,
with many changes and a different con-
cluding chapter, has the title Rudimenta
artis grammatice per 10. vavs scotvm
selecta et in duo divisa. . . . Parisiis
ex officina Roberti Masselin, 1553. Vaus
had been long dead, and at the end of
this edition, is an address by Alexander
Skene, congratulating Master Theophilus
Stewart (the humanist) and the students
at Aberdeen sub illius ferula militanti-
bus, on the completion of the work which
he had conducted. The book is of the
same size with the former ; the signa-
tures A-E, all eights, except ¢, which
has only five leaves, A—D all fours. At
D ii are three pages of the Statuta et
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essential to learning, that we cannot now easily conceive
how education could go on without it. It was appa-
rently by the influence of the founder of King’s College
that the first printing-press was established in Scotland ;*
and its first sustained effort was in giving to the world
his Breviary of Aberdeen. Twelve years later, two of
the teachers were at press with works connected with the
University—Boece with his Lives of the Bishops of Aber-
deen, and John Vaus with his first Essay in Grammar.

We have no means of ascertaining the success and

popularity of the new school in its first age.

leges Ludi literarii Grammaticorum Aber-
donensium, which have heen printed in
the Miscellany of the Spalding Club,
vol. v. p.399. The boys might not speak
in the vernacular, but were indulged in
¢ Latin, Greek, Hebrew, French, or
Gaelic !”

These several works or editions of
Vaus, in the library of King's College,
are at present bound up with a tract of
Joannes Ferrerius, defending the poetry
of Cicero, Paris, 1540, This lastis dedi-
cated to Bishop William Stewart in an
epistle (dated at Knylos, 4 Cal. Decem-
ber 1534) which speaks of the University
of Aberdeen as then of high reputation
celeberrimam apud Scotos hac potissimum
tempore (ubsit verbo invidia) Academian.
Ferrerius does not help us to new names,
but his notice shows that the continental
scholar esteemed the teachers of the new
school, while he excited them to greater
exertions. Viros quos habes in ditione
tua doctissimos et veleranos in re literaria
milites, hue bene adigas, viz., ut scholas
tn tantwin curent ne quid etiam apud
Scotos in melioribus literis desiderari
possit amplius.  Nec est quod vereare ne
non sint hi qui tuis in hac parte votis
respondere possint.  Sunt enim multi
qios probe (nisi mea me fullit opinatio)
novl, qui ab eruditione mulliplici non
Aberdoaiis tantum sed et in preestontis-

The num-

sima universi orbis academia principem
locum meritissime ac preter omnem ambi-
tionem retinere queant. Quid enim cum
in cyclicis disciplinis omnibus tum his-
toriis Hectore illo Boethio eruditius simul
et elegantius ! quid in sacrarum Litera-
rum mysterits Gulielmo Hay expeditius
et jucundius ! ad sublevandas autem cor-
porum egrotationes, geographiceque peri-
tiam, quid Roberto Gray doctore medico
magis aptwin atque blandum cogitari po-
test ] ITn sacrorum vero canonuwm et pon-
tificiarwm legum responsis non fucile
wnvenies quem cuwm Arthwro Boethio com-
ponas. Postremo loco (ut reliquos in-
terim ornatos et peritos viros omatlam)
quid illo Joanne Vaus nostro in re gram-
matica et omnibus bonis literis tradundis
vigilantius | Preetereo et tllud cum aliis
multis referre, quibus videlicet moribus
gentis vestre universam nobrlitatem jam
olim ornare non desinat.”

! The Royal privilege granted 15th
September 1507, to Chepman and Mil-
lar, refers especially to the printing of
¢ legendis of Scottis sanctis as is now
gaderit and ekit be ane Reverend fader
in God, William, Bishop of Abirdene.”
—Reg. of Priv. Seal., The Aberdeen
Breviary with its treasure of ¢‘legends
of Scottis Sanctis” was printed by Chep-
man in 1509-10.
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ber of its students must have been considerable, to have
afforded such a list of distinguished scholars as Boece
collected before 1522. We might suspect some parti-
ality or compliment in the praises of the Parisians, who
regarded Aberdeen as the daughter of their own Univer-
sity, but Ferrerius had no such motive, when in 1534 he
spoke of Aberdeen as the most celebrated of the Scotch
Universities at that time.

The year 1541 was one of great honour to our Uni-
versity. In the summer of that year, James v. and his
queen, after the death of the two infant princes, made
a progress to the north, and were entertained by the
Bishop of Aberdeen for fifteen days, being lodged appa-
rently in the College buildings.! Bishop Leslie, who
must have been present, informs us that they were re-
ceived there “with diverse triumphes and playes maid
be the town, and be the university and sculis theirof,
and remainit thair the space of fiftein dayes weill enter-
tenit be the bishop; quhair ther was exercise and dis-
putationes in all kind of sciences in the college and
sculis, with diverse oratiouns maid in Greke, Latine, and
uther languages, quhilk wes mickell commendit be the
King and Quene and all thair company.”

1 Rex deinde ac plurima mnobilitas
Reginam ad Aberdonensem Academiam
comitabantur, etc. What is in the text
is from the Bishop’s original Scotch,
which he distilled into his Latin history,
p- 1569. The two differ slightly. In the
Latin, among the entertainments, he
particularizes comedies in the theatre ;
controversice ex ommi artium genere
depromplee ; and speeches — orationes
Greeca Latinaque lingua summo artificio
instructe.— Editio 1575, p. 430. The

comedice were no doubt some of the
““mysteries” then so common in church
festivities. The orations in Greek are
more remarkable, and somewhat at vari-
ance with our information of the intro-
duction of Greek literature in Scotland.
They may have been mere slight at-
tempts at using the new language. The
date of the Royal progress has been
corrected from the Burgh Register of
Aberdeen. Leslie places it a year too
early, as Pinkerton has observed.
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These imperfect notices of the prosperity of the Uni-
versity bring us to the verge of that great revolution
which, after years of struggle and convulsion, was con-
summated in 1560. It is not to be expected that,
during the fierce contest, either the actors on the scene,
or those who have recorded their acts, should bestow
much attention on the seats where education was still
doing her noiseless work. We know few of those who
were teachers at Aberdeen before and at the era of the
Reformation, but it would appear the members of the
College, like the members of the Chapter of Aberdeen,
were of that party, more numerous than is supposed, who
acknowledged, and would willingly have corrected, some
of the corruptions, especially in life and morals, which
had crept into the Church, while they were not prepared
to take the great leap of the Scotch Reformers.

The University must have declined from the palmy
time of its early teachers, when we are first authentically
informed of its constitution as reduced to practice. In
1549, Alexander Galloway, Prebendary of Kynkell,' was
Rector of the University for the fourth time, and has
left a record of his Rectorial visitation, held in terms of
the foundation, which shows us in part the working of
the University, and the inner life of the College. There
were no lay teachers in the University, and there were

ings of the College and the Bridge of:
Dee, It was by his care and expense
that the transcripts of the more ancient

1 The Rector of Kynkell was a distin-
guished friend both to the Cathedral
and the University of Aberdeen. He

flourished under four Bishops—the last
four preceding the Reformation—and
was very active in carrying Elphin-
stone’s and Dunbar’s plans into effect.
He took a great interest in the build-

Church records were formed, which are
now preserved in the University Lib-
rary, and which have been used for the
Registrum Episcopatus Aberdonensis,—
Ker's Donaides, p. 17.
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evidently very few educating in the College who were
not on the foundation, and apparently none who were
not preparing for the church, or the practice of the
church courts. Bursars of Arts were not admissible
unless “mere pauperes,” and were all educated and main-
tained gratis. The teachers were negligent, perhaps
from the smallness of their audience. If the Collegiate
body was still efficient for the service of the Collegiate
Church—its first intention, and for bringing up young
churchmen to perform that service, it can have had little
reach beyond. The College had sunk into a convent and
conventual school ; and the design of the University,
and the great hopes of its founder and first teachers
seemed about to be frustrated.

As yet, there was no alarm felt for the storm which
was so near. Although “the spread of heresy” had
already drawn the attention of the cathedral chapter,
the new opinions are not even alluded to in the proceed-
ings of the visitors of the University in 1549, and what-
ever were the opinions of John Bisset the Principal, it
appears that he was not disturbed on account of them.

The masters of the University were first brought to.
question in the General Assembly of January 1561, when
Knox and the leading Reformers had a sort of disputa-
tion or wrangle with the Sub-Principal and the Canonist
of King’s College, without much profit or honour to
either party.! |

! Knox's account of the scene, we  dene, a man more subtill and craftye
have in his History. He tells us that, then ather learned or godlie, called,

‘“in that assemblie was Maister Alex-  who refused to dispute in his fayth,
ander Andersone, sub-priucipall of Abir-  abusing a place of Tertulliane to cloik
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It is superfluous to say that nothing resulted from
that conference, which might exasperate, but could not

convince.

For some years the Lords of the Congrega-

tion and the General Assemblies were occupied with more

his ignorance.” He gives, however,
some passages of the colloquy, in which,
he having grounded his opponent, the
latter answered, ‘“that he was better
seane in philosophie then theology.”
““Then,” says Knox, ‘was commanded
Maister Johne Leslie (the Canonist of
King’s College, afterwards the well-
known Bishop of Ross), to ansuare to
the formore argument : and he with grait
gravitie begane to answer— ¢ Yf our
Maister have nothing to say to it, I have
nothing ; for I know nothing but the
Canoun law, and the greatest reasone
that ever I could fynd thair ¢ is Nolwmus
and Volumus.’”—Knoz, edit. 1848, 11.
138. Wodrow adds—‘ This afterward
came to be a by-name, whereby Mr.
Lesly was known.”—Biogr. Col. p. 25.

This is, of course, an opposite version.
but that is not so curious as the differ-
ence we find between Leslie’s original
narrative written among the witnesses
of the affair, and his version adapted to
the taste of Rome.

The narrative in the vernacular is very
general :—¢“ Thair was causit to compeir
furth of the Universitie of Aberdene
Mr. John Leslye, Official of Aberdene,
Licentiat in boith the lawis, Mr. Alex-
ander Andersone, principall of the col-
lege, professor of theologie, and sindrie
utheris ; quha compeirit befoir the lordis
in the tollbuith at Edinburghe and being
inquirit of the articles of doctryne be
John Knox, John Willox, and Mr.
Guidman, ministers, thair was very
sharpe and hard disputacions amangst
thame, speciallie concerninge the veritie
of the body and bluid of Christ in the
sacrament and sacrifice of the Messe.
Bot nothing was concludit, for that
every ane of them remainit constant in
thair awin professione, and thairfore
these clarkis of Aberdene war com-

mandit to waird in Edinburgh a lang
space thaireftir, and that thay shuld
not preiche in ony wyis in tymes cum-
ming” (p. 293).

The Latin translation gives more of
circumstance and colour—¢ Inter alios
ttaque ex clero et academia Aberdonensi
Ldinburgum vocati sunt primarit aliquot
vire, pletate ac eruditione insigniores,
Johannes Leslaeus, jur. u. Doctor, pri-
mariusque ejusdem diceesis judex, Offi-
clalis dictus, qui paulo postea supremee
Curie Senator, Regineque a consilits,
Lipiscopus Rossensis renunciaius est,
Patricius Myrtomus Thesaurarius, Ja-
cobus Straguhinius Canonicus, Alex-
ander Andersonus gravissimus S. Theo-
logiwe professor ; qui cum coram mullis
proceribus in Domo civica sisterentur,
atque a Johanne Knoxio, Joan. Villoxio
ac Gudimanno Anglo Calvini ministris
rogarentur ; post rationem fidet a sin-
gulis redditam, et constantissimam Cd-
tholicee religionis professionem factam,
tandem de Eucharistice sacrificiique al-
taris veritate el ritibus, Alexander An-
dersonus tam docte, constanter, et pie
respondit, ut catholicos confirmarit, ac
heereticos tta perculerit, ut post id tem-
pus, de gravioribus religionis mysteriis
cum illo, aut quovis alio catholico, nun-
quam sectarit in pulverem voluerint de-
scendere ; ergo ea pena his Catholicis
professoribus per Proceres irrogata fuit,
ne ab urbe discederent, nec a publicis
interea, ministrorum concionibus abesse
aust sint ; quast vero mox rhetorculorum
lenociniis et verborum fucis a veritale
catholica. possent abduci, qui rationum
pondere, et arqumentorum que tntorser-
ant arietibus non modo non commoveri
poterant, sed omnibus communi sensu
preeditis plane superiores esse videhan-
tur,”— Edit. 1675, p. 530.



278 SKETCHES OF EARLY SCOTCH HISTORY.

pressing matters; but in 1569 they found leisure to
“purge” the University of Aberdeen. “Our Generall
Assemblys took a particular inspection of the state of
Universitys, especially after they had the countenance of
the good Regent the Earle of Murray. Saint Andrews
was pretty soon looked after, and some purgation made
under Mr. John Douglas, Rector. That of Glasgow was
extremely low every way, til Mr. Andrew Melvil was
sent to it. In Aberdeen, a good many of the Popish
masters made a shift to continow in their places. Several
complaints were made by Mr. Adam Herriot, first mini-
ster at Aberdeen. After the Assembly, in the year 1569,
commission was given to the Laird of Dun to visit that
bounds, and particularly the University, with some others
adjoyned to him. In July, the Regent, after he had
settled the North and Highlands in peace, came to Aber-
deen, and, with the council, joyned with the Superinten-
dant and those in commission with him, and effectually
purged that nursery of learning.”! They called before
them Mr. Alexander Anderson, now principal, Mr. Alex-
ander Galloway, sub-principal, Mr. Andrew Anderson, Mr.
Thomas Owsten, Mr. Duncan Norie, regents, and required
them to subscribe articles approving the Confession of
Faith, and adhering to the true kirk; and they, “most
obstinately contemning his Grace’s most godly admoni-
tions, and refusing to subscribe the articles,” were de-
prived and removed.?

We have seen that the principal, Alexander Ander-

' Wodrow's Life of John Erskine of is dated ult. Junii 1569. — Booke of the
Dun, p. 22, Kirk, p. 142
? The formal sentence of deprivation
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son, was highly esteemed by those of his own persuasion.
He is said, on insufficient authority, to have dilapidated
the University and College, wishing that they should
perish rather than breed heresy.! On the other hand,
the tradition of the College records a cause of gratitude
to him which will not be disputed. When the mob from
the Mearns, who had torn the lead from the Cathedral
roof, were gathered with the same intention against the
College buildings, the principal resisted, and was fortu-
nate enough to resist successfully.? We learn nothing of
him, after his deprivation, but his death in 1577, “ex-
communicatt contrayr the religione and at the kyngis

horne.”s

“Upon the purging of the College,” says Wodrow,
“Mr. James Lowson was made sub-principal, and Mr.
Alexander Arbuthnot, and many other shining lights in
this church, taught in that University.”*

! Sacris Romunis perdite addictus erat;
vir ceteroquin doctus et probus: cumque
animo precepisset gymmasium novorwm
sacrorum seminarivin futurum s super-
esset, ommi ope annizus est ul secum
desineret. Supellectilem pretiosissimam
abalienavit el intervertit, fundos et de-
cimas dammnosis infeodationibus et eloca-
tionthus prodegit ; academie archiva
tabularia censuales et diplomata  sew
chartas quas vocant quantum in tpso fuil,
suppressit et celavit, omnem denigque rem
nostram, prope erat, delapidavit et de-
coxit.—And. Strachani Panegyricus in-
avguralis. Aberdoniis, Edwardus Ra-
banus, 1631, p. 26.

Of Anderson's wilful dilapidation there
is no evidence. The printed collection
from the University Archives of itself
disproves part of what is laid to his
charge, and as he lived for some time,

without being called to account for em-
bezzlement, though under church cen-
gure and ““at the king’s horn,” we may
indulge the hope that a man so respected
was not a common plunderer.

2 Alewander Andersonus ultimus Col-
legii Regii Principalis ante instawratam
religionem, cum plebs Merniensis eccle-
siam cathedralem Aberdonensem tecto
plumbeo spoliatam diripuisset, et continuo
ad templum Collegiv Regii reliquasque
awdes Musis sacratas diripiendas devo-
laret, forti manu vim vi repellere nititur ;
audacem fortuna juvante, integra et in-
tacta huc usque mament augusta Musa-
rum  tecta.—Donaides, Auct. Joanne
Ker, 1725, p. 17.

8 Cullen’s Obituary, Spald. Misec. 1L
44,
i Life of John Erskine, p. 25.
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We know not the fate of the teachers ousted at the
Reformation. They were mostly in church orders. Some
may have found shelter among the great families who
still adhered to the old faith: others probably sought
employment among the bands of Scotch scholars, who
were already numerous in all the continental Universities.
Indeed, long before the definite era of the Reformation,
the disturbed state of the country, and the tumult in
men’s minds, had rendered Scotland no country for phi-
losophical education. There was more pressing work to
do, before the attention of the Reformers could be cast
so far forward, or devoted to the peaceful and unexciting
business of training a new generation. If the civil power,
and, still more, if churchmen in power (of either party)
interfered, it was generally to pull down rather than to
build up—to persecute a popular adversary rather than
to encourage an orthodox teacher.

Even this state of public affairs and of public feeling
will not of itself account for the remarkable state of the
Scotch scholar life of the sixteenth and seventeenth cen-
turies. - The want of employment, the insecurity, the
poverty at home, only in part explain the crowd of ex-
patriated Scotchmen who were during those centuries
teaching science and letters in every school of Europe.
There was something in it of the adventurous spirit of
the country——something of the same knight-errantry
which led their unlettered brothers to take service where-
ever a gallant captain gave hope of distinction and prize
money. It was not enough for one of those peripatetic
scholars to find a comfortable niche in a University,
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where he might teach and gain friends and some money
for his old age. The whole fraternity was inconceivably
restless, and successful teachers migrated from college to
college, from Paris to Louvain, from Orleans to Angers,
from Padua to Bologna, as men in later times completed
their education by the Grand Tour. The University
feeling and the universal language of that day conduced
somewhat to this effect. A graduate of one University
was “free” of all. His qualifications were on the surface
too, and easily tested. A single conference settled a
man’s character, where ready Latin and subtle or vigor-
ous disputation were the essential points. But whatever
were the causes, the student of the history of those cen-
turies must be struck with the facts. The same period
which saw Florence Wilson, Scrymger, the elder Barclay,
received among the foremost scholars of Kurope, in its
most learned age, witnessed also three Scotsmen profes-
sors at Sedan® at one and the same time, and two, if
not three, together at Leyden.? John Cameron, admir-
ably learned, lecturing everywhere, everywhere admired,
moved in 1600 from Glasgow to Bergerac, from Ber-
gerac to Sedan, from Sedan to Paris, from Paris to Bor-
deaux, to Geneva, to Heidelberg, to Saumur, to Glasgow,
again to Saumur, to Montauban, there to rest at last.
But the type of the class was Thomas Dempster, a man
of proved learning and ability, but whose adventures in
love and arms, while actually “regenting” at Paris, at
Tournay, at Toulouse, at Nimes, in Spain, in England, at-

! Walter Donaldson, professor of ? Gilbert Jack, James Ramsay, John
Greek and principal, Andrew Melville,  Murdison, in 1603, or a little earlier.
John Smith.
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Pisa, at Bologna, were as romantic as those of the
Admirable Crichton or Cervantes’ hero. Incidentally to
his own history, Dempster makes us acquainted with
four Scotchmen of letters whom he met at Louvain. He
visited James Cheyne, a Scotch doctor at Tournay ; suc-
ceeded David Sinclair as Regent in the college of Na-
varre at Paris, and was invited by Professors Adam
Abernethy, and Andrew Currie, to join them at Mont-
pellier.! .

Of those expatriated Scots, scattered through the
Universities of the Continent, Aberdeen had produced her
share. Florence Wilson, who describes his native scenes
by the banks of the Lossy, under the towers of Elgin,
was equal to his friend Buchanan in easy graceful Lati-
nity. He was a Greek scholar also, and taught Greek in
1540. But that part of his education could hardly be
got at his native University. William Barclay, the great
jurist—{father of John, the author of the admirable ro-
mance the Argenis—David Chalmers of Ormond, besides
multitudes of mere professors, kept up the reputation of
King’s College abroad, while there were not wanting at

11t is much to be regretted that Dr.
M‘Crie did not find room for his notes
of the Scotch teachers in the Protestant
academies of France in the time of An-
drewMelville :—*¢ The number of Scotch-
men,” he says, ‘“who taught in these
seminaries was great. They were to be
found in all the Universities and Col-
leges ; in several of them they held the
honourable situation of Principal, and
in others they amounted to a third part
of the Professors.” — Life of Melville,
24 edit. p. 279. A list of these, with
such biographical notices as could be

gathered, and a similar list of the Scotch
scholars, then and a little earlier, driven
out for their attachment to the Roman
Catholic tenets, would form an exceed-
ingly interesting chapter of Scotch lite-
rary history. It must be remembered,
too, that there was a class of Universities
where no ‘“test” was inuse ; and in Italy
especially, the learned man was en-
couraged to teach in his peculiar pro-
vince without exclusion of creed or
country.—Sir W. Hamilton's “ Discus-
stons on Philosophy,” p. 359.
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home men of high name in literature, who owed their
instruction to the Northern University. The depression,
which is visible at the visitation of 1549, continued
during the actual storm of the Reformation. In 1562,
when Queen Mary made her northern progress, accom-
panied by the English ambassador, Randolph wrote from
Aberdeen : “The Quene, in her progresse, is now come
as far as Olde Aberdine, the Bishop’s seat, and where
also the Universitie is, or at the least, one college with
fiftene or sixteen scollers.”*

We shall form a high opinion of the reformed Uni-
versity, if we judge of it by the first Principal of its
College. Alexander Arbuthnot, “a gentleman born of
the house of Arbuthnot in Mearns,® being trained up in
the study of letters, and having passed the course of
philosophy in the College of St. Andrews, went to France
at the age of twenty-three years. There, applying him-
self to the laws, he lived five years an auditor of that
great Doctor Cujacius, and being made licentiate, returned
to Scotland in the year 1566, of purpose to follow that
calling. But God otherwise disposing, in the year 1569
he was made principal of the College of Aberdeen, where,
by his diligent teaching, and dexterous government, he
not only revived the study of good letters, but gained
many from the superstitions whereunto they were given.

1 To Cecil, 31st Aug. 1562, in Chal-
mers’ Life of Ruddiman, p. 7, note.

2 He was the son of Andrew Arbuth-
not in Pitcarles, by his wife Elizabeth
Strachan of Thornton. Andrew was
fourth son of Robert Arbuthnot of that
ilk, by his second wife Mariot Scrim-

geour.—Originis et incrementi Arbuth-
noticee familiee descriptio historica, a
ms. compiled by the Principal himself,
and preserved at Arbuthnot. Alexander
was minister of Arbuthnot and Logie
Buchan before he became Principal of
King's College. ¢
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He was greatly loved of all men, hated of none, and in
such account for his moderation with the chief of men of
these parts, that without his advice they could almost do
nothing, which put him in great fashery, whereof he did
often complain. Pleasant and jocund in conversation,
and in all sciences expert ; a good poet, mathematician,
philosopher, theologue, lawyer, and in medicine skillful,
so as in every subject he could promptly discourse, and
to good purpose.”t This is a favourable testimony by
the Archbishop to a leader of the anti-episcopal party.
Arbuthnot was the friend and associate of the Mel-
villes, and a chief among that small section of the kirk
who, themselves most learned, felt the necessity of reform-
ing education as a means of religious reformation. James
Melville never names him without commendation. He

relates that, after the General Assembly of 1575, his
uncle and he “past to Angus, in companie with Mr.
Alexander Arbuthnot, a man of singular gifts of lerning,
wesdome, godliness and sweitnes of nature, then Prin-
cipall of Aberdein, whom withe Mr. Andro communicat
anent the haill ordour of his collage in doctrine and dis-
cipline, and aggreit as therefter was sett down in the new
reformation of the collages of Glasgow and Aberdein,”?
At another time, this best of gossips recalls the pleasant
society in the house of his father-in-law John Dury,
where the ministers of Edinburgh used to meet— with
a wonderful consent in varietie of giftes, all strak on «
string and sounded ¢ harmonie”—and where, at the

! Spottiswood's  History, 1. p. 319, 2 My, James Melville's Diary, p. 41.
edit. 1850,
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seasons of the General Assembly, they were joined by
still more eminent men : “ Ther ludgit in his house at all
these Assemblies in Edinbruche for common, Mr. Andro
Melvill, Mr. Thomas Smeton, Mr. Alexander Arbuthnot,
thrie of the lernedest in Europe . . . with sum zelus godlie
barrones and gentilmen. In tyme of mealles, was reason-
ing upon good purposes, namlie,' maters in hand ; ther-
efter ernest and lang prayer ; therefter a chaptour read,
and everie man about gaiff his not and observation there-
of ; sua that giff all haid bein sett down in wryt, I haiff
hard the lernedest and of best judgment say, they wald
nocht haiff wissed a fuller and better commentar nor sum
tymes wald fall out in that exercise.”® Principal Ar-
buthnot died in 1583 ; Spottiswood says he was in the
forty-fifth year of his age, and that he was buried in the
College Church.

Arbuthnot’s communication with Andrew Melville
without doubt gave rise to that famous “new founda-
tion” of King’s College, which was the subject of such
contention afterwards. Like the parallel measure for
Glasgow, it went to break down all the usages and feel-
ings of a University, setting up a teaching institution in
its place.” On this account we cannot regret that it was
abortive,® but some of its provisions were evident im-

1 Namely, 7.e., especially.

2 Mr. James Melville's Diary, p. 60.

8 Charles 1. speaks very indignantly
of the attempt to abolish the ancient
and true foundation, and to bring in one
of their own forging, and ¢ to redact all
the foundation to ane bair scoole of phi-
losophie.”

* Notwithstanding the vehement asser-
tions of the charter of the new founda-

tion having been ¢ privilie destroyed,”
it seems more probable it was never com-
pleted. The ratification in Parliament,
1597, points to it as a charter still to be
¢ revised ;” and the copy which Dr.
M‘Crie used was of such an inchoate
charter, wanting the concluding solem-
nities of date, witnessing, and sealing.
— Life of Melville, 11, 475, 2d edition,
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provements upon the existing practice, if not on the
original foundation. The teachers were to be confined,
each to one department, and not as hitherto, each to take
his students through the four years of their course, a
change sanctioned by the universal practice of the present
day, yet not without leaving some cause of regret for the
better acquaintance that must have existed between the
teacher and the scholars when they journeyed in com-
pany through their whole academic life.! The Canonist
and Medicus were to be abolished. If the functions of
the former were abrogated by the Reformation, that
reason could hardly affect the latter.

It is unfortunate that we have no documents to show
how the University throve under Arbuthnot’s presidency,
nor any lists of graduates or students that might serve
to prove the increase which we must believe would fol-
low his improved discipline. We know that he intro-
duced the study of Greek, and if, in other things, he
followed Andrew Melville’s example, as shown at Glas-
gow and St. Andrews, where that zealous scholar set
himself to educate teachers for future generations of
students, we may look to Arbuthnot as the fountain of
that theological learning and classical and literary taste
which distinguished Aberdeen for a century after his
own labours had ceased. The number of students when

1 The new system had either not been
enforced, or had fallen into disuse im-
mediately after Arbuthnot’s death. The
lists of intrants from 1601 downwards,
show that a Regent taught the same stu-
dents from the first to the fourth year.
The first occasion when that order was

broken through, seems to have been in
1628, but the innovation was short-lived,
and the old system prevailed down to
the end of the last century; being re-
tained chiefly, it is said, at last, from
respect for the opinion of Dr. Thomas
Reid.
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we first become acquainted with it, at the beginning of
the seventeenth century, had, indeed, much increased
since the “fifteen or sixteen scollers” of Queen Mary’s
visit ; but the quieter state of the country, and the com-
parative subsidence of the war of opinions, might, in a
great measure, account for that improvement.

The history of the University during the seventeenth
century—the government of the College funds—-the dis-
cipline and studies—the dangers from without, and the
greater perils from intestine discord—the partial decay
and the restoration of the venerable school of learning—
the steady increase of students through all the impedi-
ments of a turbulent age—are to be gathered, in general
with sufficient accuracy and detail, from the records
lately given to the world, especially the series of “ Visi-
tations.”* We must not expect that any memorials of
that period of church dissension should be free of party
bias, especially where recorded by churchmen ; but in
the midst of prejudice and misrepresentation, some
events, and fortunately some characters, stand above
them and cannot be misunderstood.

! For those who wish to study the sub.
ject more fully, the following books will
be useful. Gordon of Rothiemay’s His-
tory of Scots Afairs, Spalding Club,
edited with notes full of accurate infor-
mation, biographical, ecclesiastical, and
literary, by Mr. Joseph Robertson and
Mr. Grub. The Funerals of Bishop
Patrick Forbes, reprinted and also edited
with copious and valuable notes and
biographical preface, by Mr. C. F. Shand,
for the late Spottiswood Society. Spald-
ing's Memorials of the Trubles in Scot-
Land, a much improved edition contri-

buted by the late Lord Saltoun to the
Spalding Club, and edited by its Secre-
tary. The Correspondence of Principal
Buillie, very carefully edited, with simi-
lar literary apparatus, by Mr. D. Laing,
for the Bannatyne Club. Original Let-
ters relating to the Ecclesiastical Affairs
of Scotland, 1603-28, the eontribution to
the Bannatyne Club of Mr. B. Botfield,
where Mr. Laing's care and accurate
knowledge are again visible. It may be
necessary here to state that these works
have been used for the present sketch, fre-
quently without special acknowledgment.
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Patrick Forbes of Corse, a gentleman of a competent
estate in Aberdeenshire, having been induced by some
peculiar causes to take orders, was made Bishop of Aber-
deen in 1618. Of a presbyterian family, and educated
by Andrew Melville, he had imbibed his master’s love of
learning, and the principles of the straitest sect of the
Kirk. The views of that body, when developed, appear-
ing to him almost inconsistent with discipline or civil
government, at length drove him from them, and threw
him heartily into the party of the Church as then esta-
blished. Spottiswood says of him that he was the best
prelate in the Church of Scotland since Elphinstone, and
adds—* So wyse, judicious, so grave and graceful a pas-
tor, I have not known in all my time in anie church.”
Judging not by his writings alone, but by the impression
he made upon his age—gathering our opinion even from
the vehement denunciations of his opponents—it is easy
to see that that high character is not beyond the truth.
Of his desire to enforce conformity by the secular arm—
of his equal antipathy to Papists and Puritans—we need
not speak : toleration was then unknown to Churchmen
in power, of whatever sect. His pastoral care of his
people was an example to the humblest minister of a
parish ; his discharge of his duties as Bishop of a great
diocese, was regarded with admiration by those most
averse to the office. As Chancellor of the University,
his attention was perhaps too exclusively devoted to
rendering it a school of sound theology ; but, like Elphin-
stone, who had the same object in view, he knew that 1t
could only be reached by the legitimate and severe dis-
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cipline of secular learning and philosophy. Like Elphin-
stone, also, his care was to draw round his College and
his Cathedral, men, who by their own accomplishment,
might command respect for the lessons they taught.

He was alike vigilant concerning the fabric and the
funds of the College, and the discipline of the members
of the University. It appears that his care for these
matters was much required. The Royal Commissioners,
in 1619, represent the internal economy of the College
as exceedingly faulty, and its affairs as verging to ruin,
through neglect or dishonesty, and the Bishop writing to
the king, speaks in even stronger terms: “As your Hienes’
pleasure must be a law to us, so wish T heartely that
your Majestie understood particularly the distresse of that
poor House through the abominable dilapidatioun of the
meanes mortified thereto, by miserable men who, in bad
times, not being controulled, have so securely sacked all
that estait, as if nather a God hade bene in heaven to
count with, nor men on earth to examin their wayes!”!
These censures may point at the alleged dilapidations of
the last Roman Catholic Principal ; but they may also have
been called for by the misconduct, fortunately not irreme-
diable, of the Principal then in office, Mr. David Raitt.

Leaving the records of his visitations to tell of his
reformation of the College economy and his zealous care
of the fabric, we may throw some light from other sources
upon the exertions Bishop Forbes made for literature,

' Letters relaling to Ecclesiastical Af-  worse than any. A favourite phrase of
fairs, p. 634, Mr. Shand has observed  his, in writing to James vI. is —“ your

the offensive servility in the letters of ~ Majesty is an angel of God !”
that period, to the king. But Forbes is
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Immediately upon his promotion, he began to fill the pul-
pits and the academic chairs with that remarkable band
of scholars who remained to meet the storm which he
escaped. Their names are now little known except to
the local antiquary; but no one who has even slightly
studied the history of that disturbed time, is unacquainted
with the collective designation of “the Aberdeen Doc-
tors,” bestowed upon the learned “ querists” of the ultra-
Presbyterian Assembly of 1638, and the most formidable
opponents of the Solemn League and Covenant.

Of these learned divines, Dr. Robert Barron had
succeeded Bishop Forbes in his parish of Keith, and
from thence was brought on the first opportunity to be
made minister of Aberdeen, and afterwards Professor of
Divinity in Marischal College. He is best judged by
the estimation of his own time, which placed him fore-
most in philosophy and theology. Bishop Sydserf char-
acterizes him as vir in omne scholastica theologia et ommne
literatura versatissimus. ““ A person of incomparable
worth and learning,” says Middleton, “he had a clear
apprehension of things, and a rare facultie of making the
hardest things to be easily understood.”* Gordon of
Rothiemay says, “ He was one of those who maintained
the unanswerable dispute (in 1638) against the Cove-
nante, which drew upon him both ther envye, hate, and
calumneyes ; yet so innocently lived and dyed hee, that
such as then hated him, doe now reverence his memorye,
and admire his works.” Principal Baillie, of the opposite
party, speaks of him as “a meek and learned person,”

Y Appendix to Spottiswood, p. 20.
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and always with great respect; and Bishop Jeremy
Taylor, writing in 1659 to a fellow of Trinity College,
Dublin, recommending the choice of books for “the be-
ginning of a theologicall library,” names two treatises of
Barron’s especially, and recommends generally, “ every-
thing of his.”  That a man so honoured for his learning
and his life, should receive the indignities inflicted on
Barron after his death, is rather to be held as a mark
of the general coarseness of the time, than attributed to
the persecuting spirit of any one sect.?

Another of the Aberdeen doctors, William Leslie,
was successively Sub-Principal and Principal of King’s
College. The visitors of 1638 found him worthy of
censure, as defective and negligent in his office, but
recorded their knowledge that he was “ane man of gude
literature, lyff, and conversatioun.” “He was a man,”
says James Gordon, “ graye, and austere, and exemplar.
The University was happy in having such a light as he,
who was eminent in all the sciences above the most of
his age.” .

Dr. James Sibbald, minister of St. Nicholas, and a
regent in the University, is recorded by the same con-

2 Upon an allegation of unsoundness
of doctrine in some of his works, the

! Dr. J. H. Todd, who first published
this letter (English Chwrchiman, Jan. 11,

1849), supposed Bishop Taylor to be
speaking of Dr. Peter Barron of Cam-
bridge, but afterwards, on the evidence
being communicated to him, was entire-
ly satisfied, and corrected his mistake.
“The author referred to,” writes Dr.
Todd, ““is certainly Dr. Robert Barron
of Aberdeen, a divine of whom the
Church of Scotland may be justly
proud.”—7Irish  Eeclesiastical Journal,
March 1849,

General Assembly of 1640 dragged his
widow, in custody of a ‘rote of mus-
ketiers,” from her retreat in Strathislay,
to enable them to search his house for
his manuscripts and letters, a year after
his death. The proceedings add some
circumstances of inhumanity to the old
revolting cases not unknown in Scot-
land, where a dead man was dug out of
his grave to be placed at the bar for
trial and sentence.
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temporary :— It will not be affirmed by his very
enemyes, but that Dr. James Sibbald was ane eloquent
and painefull preacher, a man godly and grave and
modest, not tainted with any vice unbeseeming a mini-
ster, to whom nothing could in reason be objected, if

you call not his anti-covenanting a cryme.”*

Principal
Baillie, while condemning his Arminian doctrines, says,
“The man was there of great fame.”

Dr. Alexander Secroggy, minister in the Cathedral
Church, first known to the world as thought worthy to
contribute to the Funerals of his patron and friend
Bishop Forbes,? is described in 1640 by Gordon, as “a
man sober, grave, and painefull in his calling,” and by
Baillie, as “ane old man, not verie corrupt, yet perverse
in the Covenant and Service-book.” His obstinacy
yielded under the weight of old age and the need of
rest, but he is not the more respected for the question-
able recantation of all his early opinions.®

Dr. William Forbes, who died ‘“Qigleop of Edinburgh,
another of the Aberdeen doctors, was w.ore immediately
connected with Marischal College, having received the be-
ginning of his education there, and being afterwards its
Principal. “He was,” says the parson of Rothiemay, “ one
of the learnedest men, and one of the most eloquent
preachers of his age, or that ever Aherdeen, the nursery of
s0 many great spirits, ever brought forthe.”* Bishop Bur-
net tells us “he was a grave and eminent divine. My
father that knew him long, and, being of counsel for him

' History of Scots A ffairs, 11, 231, May 1642. He died in 1659, in the
2 Aberdeen, 1635. ninety-fifth year of his age.
% In the Presbytery of Aberdeen, 26th ¥ History of Scots Affairs, 11, 241.
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in his law matters, had occasion to know him well, has
often told me that he never saw him but he thought his
heart was in heaven.”* ¢ Vir, vitee sanctimonia,” says
Dr. Garden, “ humilitate cordis, gravitate, modestia,
temperantia, orationis et jejunii frequentia, bonorum
operum praxi, industria pauperum cura, clinicorum
crebra visitatione et consolatione, et omnifaria virtute
Christiana, inter optimos primitivee ecclesicee patres an-
numerandus.”?  Bishop Cosin of Durham esteemed Dr.
William Forbes’s writings so highly, that he transcribed
with his own hand all his remains.*

Eminent, among that body of divines and scholars,
was John Forbes, the good Bishop’s son. He had studied
at King’s College, and, after completing his education in
the approved manner by a round of foreign Universities,
returned to Scotland to take his doctor’s degree, and to
be the first professor in the chair of theology, founded and
endowed in our University by his father and the clergy
of the diocese. Dr. John Forbes’s theological works have
been appreciated by all eritics and students, and have gone
some way to remove the reproach of want of learning from
the divines of Scotland. His greatest undertaking, the In-
structiones Historico-Theologice, which he left unfinished,
Bishop Burnet pronounces to be “a work which, if he
had finished it, and had been suffered to enjoy the pri-
vacies of his retirement and study to give us the second
volume, had been the greatest treasure of theological
learning that perhaps the world has yet received.”

v Life of Bedell. Preface. Preface to the Life of Bishop Bedell.

* Vita Johannis Forbesti, § xli. Of most of these theological authors I

3 Bishop Cosin’s Ms, is still preserved am obliged to speak in the language of
«t Durham.
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These were the men whom the Bishop drew into the
centre and heart of the sphere which he had set himself
to illuminate ; and, in a short space of time, by their
" united endeavours, there grew up around their Cathedral
and University a society more learned and accomplished
than Scotland had hitherto known, which spread a taste
for literature and art beyond the academic circle, and
gave a tone of refinement to the great commercial city
and its neighbourhood.

It must be confessed the cultivation was not without
bias. It would seem, that in proportion as the Presby-
terian and Puritan party receded from the learning of
some of their first teachers, literature became here, as
afterwards in England, the peculiar badge of Episcopacy.
With Episcopacy went, hand in hand, the high assertion
of royal authority ; and influenced as it had been by
Bishop Patrick Forbes and his followers, Aberdeen be-
came, and continued for a century to be, not only a
centre of northern academic learning, but a little strong-
hold of ultra loyalty and episcopacy— the marked scat of
high cavalier politics and anti-Puritan sentiments of reli-
gion and church government.

That there was a dash of pedantry in the learning of
that Augustan age of our University, was the misfortune
of the time, rather than peculiar to Aberdeen. The litera-
ture of Britain and all Europe, except Italy, was still for

others. I have not, in all cases, even  think, of no great distinction, by no

read the works on which their reputation ~ means to be confounded with the philo-

is founded, sopher of the same name whom Hudi-
Another of ‘“the Aberdeen doctors”  bras honoured.

was Alexander Ross, D.D., a man, |
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the most part scholastic, and still to a great degree
shrouded in the scholastic dress of a dead language ;
and we must not wonder that the northern University
exacted from her divines and philosophers, even from
her historians and poets, that they should use the lan-
guage of the learned. After all, we owe too much to
classical learning to grudge that it should for a time
have overshadowed and kept down its legitimate off-
spring of native literature. “ We never ought to forget,”
writes one worthy to record the life and learning of
Andrew Melville, “ that the refinement and the science,
secular and sacred, with which modern Europe is en-
riched, must be traced to the revival of ancient literature,
and that the hid treasures could not have been laid open
and rendered available but for that enthusiasm with
which the languages of Greece and Rome were cultivated
in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.”!

It is not to be questioned that in the literature of
that age, and in all departments of it, Aberdeen stood
pre-eminent. Clarendon commemorates the “many ex-
cellent scholars and very learned men under whom the
Scotch Universities, and especially Aberdeen, flourished.™
“ Bishop Patrick Forbes,” says Burnet, “took such care

of the two Colleges in his

! Dr. M‘Crie’s Life of Melville, 1L
445, It is with hesitation that any one
who has been benefited by this work
will express a difference of opinion from
its author. But it seems to me that Dr.
M*Crie has been led by his admiration
for Andrew Melville, to rate too highly
an exercise in which he excelled. The
writing of modern Latin poetry, how-

diocese, that they became

ever valuable as a part of grammatical
education, has, in truth, never been an
effort of imagination or fancy ; and its
products, when most successful, have
never produced the effect of genuine
poetry on the mind of the reader.

T History of the Rebellion, 1. 145. Ox.
ford, 1826.
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quickly distinguished from all the rest of Scotland. . . .
They were an honour to the Church, both by their lives
and by their learning, and with that excellent temper
they seasoned that whole diocese, both clergy and laity,
that it continues to this very day very much distinguished
from all the rest of Scotland, both for learning, loyalty,

”1

and peaceableness.
That this was no unfounded boast, as regards one

department of learning, has been already shown, in
enumerating the learned divines who drew upon Aber-
deen the general attention soon after the death of their
Bishop and master. In secular learning it was no less
distinguished. No one excelled Robert Gordon of Stra-
loch in all the accomplishments that honour the country
gentleman. Without the common desire of fame, or any
more sordid motive, he devoted his life and talents to
illustrate the history and literature of his country. He
was the prime assistant to Scotstarvet in his two great
undertakings, the Atlas and the collections of Scotch
poetry. The maps of Scotland in the Great Atlas
(many of them drawn by himself, and the whole “re-
vised” by him at the carnest entreaty of Charles 1.),
with the topographical descriptions that accompany
them, are among the most valuable contributions ever
made by an individual to the physical history of his
country. His son, James Gordon, Parson of Rothiemay,
followed out his father’s great objects with admirable
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even more. He was one of the earliest of our country-
men to study drawing, and to apply it to plans and
views of places ; and, while he could wield Latin easily,
he condeseended to write the history of his time in
excellent Scotch.

While these writers were illustrating the history of
their country in prose, a crowd of scholars were writing
poetry, or, at least, pouring forth innumerable copies of
elegant Latin verses. While the two Johnstons were
the most distinguished of those poets of Aberdeen, John
Leech, once Rector of our University," David Wedder-
burn, Rector of the Grammar School, and many others,
wrote and published pleasing Latin verse, which stands
the test of criticism. While it cannot be said that such
compositions produce on the reader the higher effects of
real poetry, they are not without value, if we view them
as tests of the cultivation of the society among which
they were produced. Arthur Johnston not only ad-
dresses elegiacs to the Bishop and his doctors, throwing
a charming classical air over their abstruser learning, but
puts up a petition to the magistrates of the city, or cele-
brates the charms of Mistress Abernethy, or the em-
broideries of the Lady Lauderdale, all in choice Latin
verse, quite as if the persons whom he addressed appre-
ciated the language of the poet.”

Intelligent and educated strangers, both foreigners
and the gentry of the north, were attracted to Aberdeen;

U Joannwis Leocheet Scoti Musce.— Lon- thea ; De auleis acu-pictis D, Isabelle
dini, 1620. Leech was Rector of the Setonee  Comitissee Laderdelie. — Epi-
University in 1619, grammate Artwrt Jonstond, Scoti, Medici

2 Ad Senatwm Abevrdonensemn ; Tu- Regqii. Abredoniee, excudebat Edvardus

mulus Joonnis Colissonii ; De Abrene- Rabanus, 1632,
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and its Colleges became the place of education for a
higher class of students than had hitherto been accus-
tomed to draw their philosophy from a native source.!
Ifit was altogether chance, it was a very fortunate ac-
cident, which placed in the midst of a society so worthy
of commemoration a painter like George Jamiesone, the
pupil of Rubens, the first, and, till Raeburn, the only great
painter whom Scotland had produced. Though he was
a native of Aberdeen, it is not likely that anything but
the little court of the Bishop could have induced such
an artist to prosecute his art in a provincial town. An
academic orator in 1630, while boasting of the crowd of
distinguished men, natives and strangers, either produced
by the University, or brought to Aberdeen by the Bishop,
was able to point to their pictures ornamenting the hall

where his audience were assembled.

Knowing by whom

these portraits were painted, we cannot but regret that

so few are preserved.”

1 Strachan's Panegyricus. Among the
strangers he distinguishes Parkins, an
Englishman who had the year before
(1630) obtained a degree of M.D. in our
University.
M.D. I have seen is that noted below
(somewhat out of place), among the
Academic prints, and which was granted
in 1697.

2 Patricius . . . supremas dignitates
scholasticas in viros omni laude majores
(quorum vos hig vultus videtis) gui vel
ipsas  dignitates honorarunt, conferri
curavit, Quid memorem Sandilandios,
Rhwtos, DBuaronios, Scrogios, Sibbaldos,
Leslewos, mazima illa nomina. . . .
Deus mi : quanta dici celebritas, quo tot
pileati patres, theologice, juris el medi-
cine doctores et baccalaurei de gyimnasio
nostro velut agmine facto prodierunt !

The earliest diploma of

e alludes-to the strangers attracted by
the fame of the society, to the divines,
Forbes, Barron, etc., to the physicians
— Quantus medicorum grex | gquanta
claritas ! . . « Quantum uterque Jon-
stonus, ejusdem uteri, ejusdem artis fra-
tres. . « . Mathest profunda, quantum
poesi et impangendis carminibus valeant
novistis.  Arthurus medicus Regis et
divinus poela elegice et epigrammatis,

. quibus non solum swe wtatis homines

superat verwm anliquissimos quosque
equat. Gulielmus rei herbarie et mathe-
matum, quorum professor meritissimus
est, gloria cluit, De Gulielmo certe idem
usurpare possumus. . . . Delicie est hu-
mant generis, tanta estejus comitas, tanta
urbanitas. Dun, another physician, he
describes as in great practice, and Gor-.
don, medicus et alchymista eximius,—



RABAN’S PRESS. 299

The intellectual society thus gathered round the
(athedral and University would have been incomplete
without a printing-press, and, to meet that want, the
Bishop induced Edward Raban, an Englishman who had
settled as a printer at St. Andrews, to quit the older
University, and establish at Aberdeen the first press
which had ever crossed the Grampian line.! The chief
inducement to the undertaking was, without doubt, the
convenience of saving the endless dictation and writing
required in teaching grammar and philosophy where there
were no text-books ; but the press served higher purposes
also, and we not only owe to Raban’s types the first edi-
tions of Arthur Johnston’s Latin poetry, but to him and
his successors we are mdebted for a large mass of Acade-
mic literature, which must have been lost without them,
and which furnishes the best materials (after the proper

archives) of University history.?

Andrew Strachan’s Panegyricus Imeu-
guralis, spoken on 26th July 1630,
printed by Raban at Aberdeen, 1631,

1 Jlle cum cernerel prelum esse biblio-
thecee purevriprov divinam illam et Jovis
cerebro dignam artem typographicam
(quee nungquam ante saltus Caledonios et
Juge Grampie salutaral) huc tanguam
de calo devocavit ; atque hac prevogativa
effert se Academia nostra super alias
omnes mostrates. In tantis frigoribus
nec prelum sudare cessat, itdque haud
absque opere pretio; mon solum enim
excuduntur hic Uibri qui omnium schol-
rum usibus deserviunt, sed etiam i quz,
cum genium habeant, nostris scholis ear-
winque rectoribus ornamento sunt ; idque
typis splendidis qui lucem illustrissima-
rum regionum ferre possunt.—Strachan's
Panegyrie, p. 37.

2 It may be allowed to give the dates
of such of these Academic prints as 1

The first book printed

have seen. The first is not from the
Aberdeen press.

1620.— Disputationes theologice due
habitee in inclyta Aberdonensi Academiu

. . inense Februario 1620. . . . pro
publica S.8. Theologiew professione. Re-
spondente Joanne Forbesio, Printed by
Andrew Hart at Edinburgh. Prefixed
is a proclamation which had been pub-
lished in Universities and great towns in
December 1619, calling on all learned in
this kind wt explorationi pro cathedre
hugus aditione instituenda vel se submit-
tant vel intersint. The first disputation
is de libero arbitrio, the second, de sac-
ramentis. At the end is the Approbatio
synodica, ejusdemque ad publicam S.8.
theologie professionem solemnis vocatio,
27th April 1620.

1622.— Theses philosophice: quas adju-
torio numinis adolescentes pro magistert
gradu in publico Academ. Reg. Aberd.
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in Aberdeen bears the date of 1622, being just a century
after John Vaus crossed to Paris to have his grammar
printed, and 115 years after Chepman and Miller esta-
blished their printing-press at Edinburgh.

asceterio 10 kalend. Awgust : 1. 22 Julit,
1622, horis pomeridianis sustinebunt
Praside Alexandro Lunano

(the names of nine candidates, one of
whom, Alexander Wischart, does not
appear in the list of the laureates of that
yvear). Aberdoniis excud. Ed. Rabanus
Univ. typogr. A.D. 1622, The theses are
dedicated to Bishop Patrick, the Chan-
cellor.

1623.—Masters’ theses, preside D. Gul.
Forbesio(twelve candidates, oneof whom,
James Annand, is not given in the list
of laureates), printed by Raban, dedi-
cated manibus bealissimis llustrissimi
presulis Gul. Elphinstoni Ac. Reg. Ab.
Sundatoris munificentissimd,

1623.— Oratio funebris in obitwm mazi-
it virorum Georgii Marischalli comitis

. Academice Marischallane Abredo-
nie fundatoris, delivered by W. Ogston,
June 30, 1623, printed by Raban, dedi-
cated to the Earl Marischal, Patron, the
Bishop, Chancellor, aud to the Town
Council of Aberdeen,

1627.— Alexander Scrogie's thesis for
his degree of D.D.—De imperfectione
sanctorwm in hae vite. —Raban.

1631.—Andrew Strachan’s (physiol. et
enferiorum mathematum professor) Pane-
gyricus inauguralis quo awtores vindices
et euergetw tllustris universitatis Aber-
donensis justis elogiis ornabantuwr, de-
livered at the laureation, 26 July 163¢,
—Raban, 1631.

1631.—Oratio cuchuristica et encomi-
astica in benevolos univ, Aberd. benefuc-
tores fawlores et patronos, by John Lun-
die, humanist.—Raban.

1634 —Vindiciw cullus divine. An-
drew Strachan's thesis for his degree of
D.D. and professorship of divinity, dedi-
cated to the Bishop.—Raban.

1635.—T'hesis of John Gordon, ecclesi-

aste Elginensis for his degree of D.D.,

- dedicated to his brother, W. Gordon,

M.D., ¢ Medicus” in King's College.—
Raban.

1635.— Funerals of Palrick Forbes of
Corse, Bishop of Aberdene, * Aberdene
imprinted by Edward Raban.” It is
with reference to this book that Profes-
sor John Ker observes, after relating the
death of the Bishop in 1635, — Quam
desideratissimus autem obierit, indicio
sunt orationes, conciones, elogia, epistole,
poemate tn primis elegantissime, Latina
et vernacula . . . Num tale extet moni-
mentwm literarium de obitu alicujus unius
vire principis aut privati nos latet,—
Donaides, p. 20.

1636.— Canons and constitutions eccle-
stasticall, gathered and put in form for
the govermment of the Church of Scot-
land, 4to, pp. 43.

1665.— Vindiciee veritatis, sew dispu-
tatio theologica pro veracitate opposite
locutionibus operose ambiguis el restric-
tionibus mentalibus Jesuitis alitsque sec-
tariis usitatis, authore Gulielmo Douy-
lasio theologie in Acad. Abredon. pro-
Jessore,  Krcudebat Jacobus DBrounus
wrbis et academiw typographus, Aber-
donie, 1655.

1677.— Vindiciee psalmodice, the same
author and printer. He rejects the use
of organs.

1669. — A cademiarum vindicie, in qui-
bus novantivm prajudicia contra wca-
demias etiam reformatas averruncantur ;
an oration delivered 19 November 1658,
The same author and printer. He cen-
sures the subtleties of the early school-
men, the irrefragabiles, angelici, subtiles,
solennes, seraphici, etc.—narrates the
paradoxes of Weigelius—that all aca-
demies are opposed to Christianity—om-
nes academias exsortes esse Christi; Ttem,
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The Bishop was fortunate in the timeof his death (1635),
escaping the storm which destroyed the Cathedral he had
laboured to restore, and which threatened to involve his
renovated University in the common ruin. With more

nullus doctor, nullus jurtsconsultus, nul-
lus astronomus, medicus, philosophus,
neque artium ac literarum magister colum
ingredietur. He speaks of the use of
Latin—{totius Christionismi quasi com-
mune vinculum—of Greek and Hebrew—
quid est honorificentius quam ut merito
sts salutatus (addressing the University)
trilingwis; quid jucundius quam pro-
phetas et apostolos sua lingua loguentes
audire? He dwells on the necessity of
libraries, and shows he appreciated the
fine printers — Stephanos, Plantinos,
Jansonios, Elziverios, Nortonos, etc.
Rebuking the manners of the students,
he says,—Quid sibi volunt ludi tessera-
rum el chartarwm pictarwn, herbe nico-
tianee haustus tmmodicus, canes venatici
iimberbis juvenis, hospitium cum activum
tum et passtvum male feriatorum arde-
lionum ! He rails at hair powder which
already appeared among the students of
Aberdeen. He notices aureus iste libel-
lus of Volusenus our countryman de
animi tranquillitate. He intersperses
his text excessively with Greek, and con-
fines it rather too much to objects of
theology and the ministry, but it is all
very judicious.

1660.—Oratio panegyrica ad egodia
potentissimi monarche Careli 11. . . .
quam vecitabat Gul. Douglassius S.S.
Theol. prof. in auditorio maximo philo-
sophico collegii Reyit UNIVERSITATIS
CarorLiNg Aberdonensis Junii 14, 1660.
Edinburgl ex officina Soc. Stationario-
rum, 1660.

1660. — Eucharistia Basilices of John
Row, Principal of King's College in
UNIVERSITATE CAROLINA.  Aberdoniis
Jacobus Brunus urlbis et Universitatis
typotheta, :

1660. — Britannia rediviva, or a con-
gratulatory sermon for his Majesty's safe

arrival and happy restitution, by John
Menzies, Professor of Divinity, and
preacher of the Gospel in Aberdene.
James Brown.

1669.— Philosophemata libera, thesis of
twenty-two candidates for the degree of
M.A. in Marischal College—Lycai Mar-
ischalloni UNIVERSITATIS CAROLINZ.
Aberdoniis Joh. Forbes, junior, urlis et
academice typothela.

1674. — Positiones aliquot theologice:
de objecto cultus religiosi—the theses of
Henry Scougall, to be maintained on his
election to be professor of theology in
King’s College. Jo. Forbes jun. urb, et
univ. typotheta.

[1697.—A diploma of the degree of
M.D. to Patricius Foord Mercianus 24
July, 1697, by P. Urquhart, M.D., pro/.
et actu regens et decanus in alna, acade-
mia Regali Aberdonensi, ceterisque doe-
toribus, magistris el professoribus consen-
tientibus, post multiplicia examina, sub
magne siglle Universitatis, M.s. pen.
D. Laing.]

1702. — Commemoratio Benegfactorum
Academicc Marischallane, by William
Smith. This was printed at the expense
of the City, ““in respect the same con-
tains a full account of the antiquity of
the Town, and benefactors of the Col-
lege.”— Council Register, LviL, 800, Tt
is a very poor production.

1704.— Disputation of George Ander-
son, chosen professor of theology in
King’s College, for his degree of D.D.,
dedicated to Lord Haddo.

"1711.—Dissertatio theologica inaugu-
ralis, de peccato originali, by David
Anderson, minister of Foveran, and
chosen professor of theology in King's
College. Excud. successores Jo. Forbe-
stt urb., et Univ. typographi. . . ..Speak-
ing of the heresy of the Pelagians and
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feeling than he usually expresses, Gordon of Rothiemay
concludes his account of the Assembly of 1640, which
“ purged” the University. “Thus the Assembly’s errand
was throughly done ; thes eminent divynes of Aberdeen,
either deade, deposed, or banished ; in whom fell mor
learning then wes left behynde in all Scotlande besyde
at that tyme. Nor has that cittye, nor any cittye in
Scotland, ever since seene so many learned divynes and
scollers at one tyme together as wer immediatly befor
this in Aberdeene. From that tyme fordwards, learning
beganne to be discountenanced ; and such as wer know-
ing in antiqwitie and in the wryttings of the fathers, wer
had in suspitione as men who smelled of poperye ; and

terard Voss's opposition, he mentions
the opinions also of pralusiris nostras
Joannes Forbesius a Corse . . . magnuin
hujus academice decus, in cujus cathedra
sessurus, qui heee ponit, rubore suffundi-
tur totus, p. 16, Dr. David Anderson
was distinguished for his learning, and
had the popular name of ‘“ Tongues.”
To him, along with George Gordon, pro-
fessor of Oriental languages, Thomas
Boston submitted his treatise on the
Hebrew accents, which he *¢ pursued like
fire,” as of divine origin and necessary
for understanding the true meaning of
the Hebrew text and the Holy Spirit.—
Bostow's Memoirs. Dr. David Anderson
died in 1733, leaving descendants who
still cherish the memory of his learning
and virtue,
1714.—De rebus liturgicis oratio, pro
gradu D.D. in sacello Coll. Regit Univ.
Aberd. in festo S. Epiphanie a Jo.
Sharp eccl. Angl. apud Americanos
presbytero, dedicated to Charles, Earl
of Errol, Chancellor, and the professors.
Printed by the successors of John For-
bes. The author is much in favour of
liturgies — Prwter ecelesiam Orientalein
et Romanam, omnes Reformati cujusern-

que gentis, exeeptis schismaticis Britan-
nicee ecelesice, liturgias proband.
1725.—Donaides sive Musarum Aber-
donensium de eximia Jacobi Fraserii
J.U.D. in Academiam Regiam Aberdo-
nensem munificentia carmen eucharisti-
cum, notis illustratum, quibus strictim
perseribitur historia Universitatis et Col-
legit Regii Aberdonensis, . . . Auelore
Joanne Ker Grecarum literarum profes-
sore.  Ruddiman, Edin., 1725. A set of
very poor verses illustrated by most use-
ful historical notes. David Malloch (after-
wards, Mallet) wrote a short “ Poem in
imitation of ¢ Donaides,”” printed, and
sometimes bound along with it.

1732.— Frasereides sive funebris oratio
et elegia in laudem . . . Jacobi Fraserii
J.U.D. Col. Reg. Aberd. Mweenatis et
patroni beneficentissimi, by the same
author. Aberd. excud. Jacobus Nieol
urbis et Universilatis typographus. Pro-
fessor Ker limits himself in this essay to
an account of the family and life of
Fraser, and of his benefactions to the
College.

Both these little works of Ker are of
some use for the University and College
history. 3
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he was most esteemed of who affected novellisme and
singularitye most ; and the very forme of preaching, as
wealle as the materialls, was chainged for the most pairt.
Learning was nicknamed human learning ; and some mini-
sters so farr cryed it doune in ther pulpitts, as they wer
heard to saye, ¢ Downe doctrine and upp Chryste '

It was in the year following® that King Charles 1.
made the great experiment of uniting the two Colleges
of Old and New Aberdeen under one University, to be
called “ King Charles’s University,” and which for a
short time flourished under the title of UNIVERsITAS
CAroLINA.  Unfortunately we learn nothing of the pro-
moters of this measure, nor of the causes that induced
one of the united bodies afterwards to dissolve a union
which, whether then legally effected or not, seems to us
at the present day so reasonable and so expedient for the
Colleges themselves, the public, and the cause of litera-
ture, that when it shall have come to pass, as it needs
must, all men will wonder at the prejudice which so long
delayed it.*

Even the sharp discipline of the General Assembly,
enforced by Munro’s musketeers, did not extinguish

! History of Scots Afiairs, p. 243. The 8 The Act of Parliament ratifying the

Puritans now took the same ground with
which the High Churchmen of the Con-
tinent were reproached by the reforming
party, a little before the era of our Re-
formation,—theologi non curant gram-
maticam, quia non est de sua facultate—
Creditis quod Deus curat multum de isto
Greeeo I—Epist. Obse. virorum.

2 8th and 14th November 1641. Ma-
rischal College evidently was opposed
to the union, and impeded its being car-
ried into effect.

union of the Colleges fell, by its date,
under the general Act Rescissory passed
after the Restoration; but many mea.
sures of the period included in that Act,
were either tacitly continued in opera-
tion, or sanctioned by re-emactment of
Parliament. We find the style of the
united University still used by Professor
Douglas and Principal Row, while cele-
brating the Restoration of Charles 1r.,
and even nine years later by the gradu-
ates of Marischal College. Swupra, p. 301,
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cither the principles or the learning which had taken
root in Aberdeen. The University continued to be well
attended, and by a high class of students. The reputa-
tion of its scholars, and its comparative moderation in
church politics, drew to it the sons of many a northern
lord and laird who disliked the Covenant, and of some,
perhaps, who cherished a lurking reverence for Episco-
pacy. There, too, without doubt, came many a youth
seeking an education in good letters and Christian philo-
sophy, though not designing to throw the energy of his
after life into a struggle for the predominance of any
sect or any shape of church government. All alike, 1t
would seem, must have subscribed the formula of the
(‘ovenant, with such reservation and qualification as such
tests usually produce.

When John Row had been placed in the Principal’s
chair by Cromwell’s five Colonels, he brought with him
the discipline of his patron, no enemy certainly to Uni-
versities, and a great store of uncommon learning.! We
have evidence, in the University records, of his attention
to his duties while he presided over the College ; and a
few accounts kept by him show us somewhat of the
domestic life of the students and masters of his day.

Hitherto, the regents and founded masters, whether
required or not, practised celibacy. It is noted, that in
1643, Alexander Middleton, the sub-principal, was mar-
ried, “contrary to the foundation of the College, for he
was the first regent that entered into a marriage condi-

1 1651.— He is still known for his life was spent in teaching a very suc-
Hebrew works, and the first half of his  cessful school at Perth.
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tion in this college.” Some yoars later, it would ap-
pear, that there was an intention to enforce a rule
against Regents marrying ; but the attempt, if made,
was defeated, as a similar one was evaded at Glasgow.?
Then, and for long afterwards, the unendowed stu-
dents, as well as the endowed members of the College,
all lived within the walls of the College, and ate at a

common table.

managed the housekeeping.

v Orem’s Description of Old Aberdeen.

? The following rhymes were found
by Mr. D. Laing, in Ms. in a hand about
1680, bound up in a volume of tracts in
the Kirkwall library. Such old Aca-
demic pasquils are so rare, notwith-
standing the facility for printing, that
these, though apparently the produc-
tion of a wit of the sister College, have
been thought worth insertion here, in
part :—

The Regents’ humble supplication
Unto the Lords of visitation
Commissioned by our gracious King,
Us to reform in everie thing.

My Lords, we know you’re hither sent,
With power of a large extent,

In all things us to rectifie,

And our foundation for to sie;

To try in all what is our rent,

How we the vacant stipends spent,
How we among ourselves agree,

And how Will Black is paid his fie:
How the Principall doth hector
Procurator, Doctor, Rector :

How old Petrie, which is odd,

Lives by the purchase of a todd.
How Seaton with his fearful looks

Is payed for keeping of the books.
My Lords, since ye are men of witt,
To you these things we will submitt :
But yet that one thing which of late,
At Edinburgh was in dehate,

The Economus kept the accounts and

It might be possible to

And on both sides was handled hote,
Whither we wives should have or not,
’Gainst it to speak we would presume,
Since it a tenet is of Rome.

Ye know a doctrine it’s of devills
Wives to forbear, though they be evills :
My Lords, cast not on us the knotts,
Or else we'll quitt both gowns and coatts:

For we are lustie lads indeed,

Who sit at ease and stronglie feed :
By Jove we swear we will miscarrie,
If ye allow us not to marrie,

But pray how comes it to pass
That Principall may take a lass?
But Patersone’s a Principall.

T wish we Patersones were all.

Who calculat exactly find

His mear can never be behind.

And Middletown was at the south,

There his transactions were uncouth ;

If he advised this gelding act,

And brought it on the Regents’ back,

The gentlewomen would be clear

He was dispatcht into Tangier

If he restrain us ; but no doubt

Be merciful as ye are stout,

Let it be but a year or two

That we this pennance undergo,

For a tedious eight years lent

Was ne're enjoyned by those of Trent.

My Lords, consider our regrate,

Or else expect poor Orpheus’ fate ;
Your Lordships are put to a push,

Your Clerk subscrives himself

LENTUSCH.
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guess at the expense of the College life, from the whole
outlay compared with the number of inmates; but we
have better means of learning the actual expense of stu-
dents (much of which did not go through the hands of
the Economus), from the chance which has preserved the
accounts of a young man who studied at King’s College
at that time. Hugh Rose of Kilravock, having finished
his elementary education at the parish sehool of Auld-
earn, left his old tower on the Nairn for the University,
on the 8th November 1657, accompanied by his tutor, a
young man who had taken his master’s degree seven
years before, and now wrote himself “Master William
Geddes,” and “Jacobus Rose” his page. They rode the
journey to College, and home again in May, on horse-
back. The expenses of all three, including journeys, and
a visit to the young gentleman’s kinsfolk at Achlossen,
amounted to little more than £420 Scots. This included
board paid to the Economus for two quarters (£80 a
quarter), furniture for chambers, fee to the Regent (£30
Scots), fire and candle, clothes (including a “ muffe” and
“ four-tailed coat”), washing, and a few customary fees
to servants, and “to the printer, £6, 8s.”!

The change from the old academic economy has been
gradual. For more than a century after Hugh Rose had
occupied his simply furnished apartment, the students
continued to lodge in chambers within the walls of the
College, and to take their meals in the College hall ; but
as no imperative rule prevented those who pleased from
having lodgings in the town, a class of boarding-houses

The Family of Kilravock, Spalding Club, p. 351.
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seems to have grown up, which were preferred by the
young men to the restraint of a college life ; and the
change was not discouraged by the masters. Gradually
the number remaining within the College diminished,
till, in 1788, the masters withdrew the salary which had
hitherto induced the Lconomus to give his attention to
the domestic arrangements of the College ;' and, in the
beginning of the present century, the ancient and hon-
oured collegiate practice disappeared. It may be impos-
sible to return to it, with the altered numbers of students,
and after so long an interval ; but some change, which
should bring the students more under the master’s eye,
and establish something of a domestic relation between
the teachers and the taught, would be of more import-
ance in our Scotch Universities than any improvement
in the mere teaching of classes.

It has been already mentioned that in Aberdeen, as in
other universities of old, the student, entering under a cer-
tain Regent, continued under him during his whole course
of study ; and although the authors of the “ new founda-
tion,” and subsequent reformers at several times, sought
to alter that system, it was maintained till the end of
last century. The present practice, which gives to each
master the province of teaching that to which he has
peculiarly devoted himself, was introduced in- 1798-9.
It seems not impossible to retain the manifest advan-
tages of the present practice while recalling in part the

! Minutes of Senatus, 25th August ? Minutes, 2Ist March 1798, 16th
1779, 8th September 1788. Some few  March, and 23d March 1799.
students lived in College down to 1820.
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old, which, like the system of tutors in the Colleges of
the English Universities, established in each master a
feeling of personal interest and responsibility in a limited
number of students.

Of the course of study immediately before Rowe be-
came Principal we derive some valuable information from
the proceedings of a sort of general University Court—
an institution that might be imitated with great advan-
tage at the present time.

In 1647-8, the Commissioners appointed by the four
Universities of Scotland—-St. Andrews, Glasgow, Aber-
deen, and Edinburgh—met at Edinburgh, and adopted
measures for promoting a correspondence among them,
and a uniform course of study. Some of their resolutions
are worthy of notice.

1647, 28th Aug.—It was fund expedient to commu-
nicat to the generall assemblie no more of our Univer-
sitie afaires but such as concerned religion or that had
some evident ecclesiastick relatione. . .

« 30th Aug.—That everie student subscryve the na-
tionall covenant, with the League and Covenant. . . .

“ It is fund necessar that ther be a cursus philosophicus
drawin up be the four Universities and printed, to the
end that the unprofitable and noxious paines in writeing
be shunned ; and that each Universitie contribute thair
travellis thairto, and it is to be thocht upon, aganist the
month of Merch ensewing, viz., that St. Androis tak the
metaphisicks ; that Glasgow tak the logicks ; Aberdine
the ethickis and mathematickis, and Edinburgh the
physicks.
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s —

“It is thought convenient that quhat beis foqnd
behoveful for improving of learneing in schooles and

“17th July 1648.—1t is aggreid that all the Univer-
sities concur with and assist ane another in everie comone
caus concerning the commonweill of all the Universities.”

The former agreement is renewed, “that no delin-
quent in any College sall be received into another Col-
lege befor he give testimony that he have given satisfac-
tion to the College from quhich he came.”

To facilitate the establishment of a uniform course,
cach University gave in a report of the studies actually
followed. The statement of King’s College is very short.

“ Courses taught yeirly in the King’s College of Aber-
dine :—The Colledge sitteth downe in the beginning of
October, and for the space of a moneth till the studentis
be weill convened, hoth masters and schollaris are exer-
cised with repetitiones and examinationis, quhich being
done, the courses are begun about the first or second day
of November.

“1. To the first classe is taught Clenard, Antesig-
nanus; the greatest part of the New Testament ; Basilius
Magnus his epistle ; ane oration of Isocrates ; ane other
of Demosthenes ; a buik of Homer ; Phocyllides : some

of Nonni paraphrasis.
“92. To the second classe, Rami dialectica ; Vossu

retorica ; some elements of arithmetick ; Porphyrie ;
Aristotill his categories, de interpretatione and prior
analyticks, both text and questiones.
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“3. To the third classe, the rest of the logicks ; twa
first—books of the ethicks; five chapteris of the third,
with a compend of the particular writtis ; the first fyve
books of the generall phisicks, with some elements of
geometrie. |

“4, To the fourt classe, the bookes de ccelo, de ortu
et interitu, de anima, the meteoris; sphera Jo. de Sacro
bosco, with some beginningis of geography and insight in
the globs and mappes.

“This is to be understood, ordinarly, and in peace-
able tymes.”?

The report of the course of St. Andrews is longer
and more in detail. Students of the first year were
taught Greek and the elements of Hebrew. In the last
year, the students were to learn “some compend of
anatomy.” Then, “ because the dyteing of long notes
have in tyme past proven a hinderance, not only to
other necessarie studies, but also to the knawledge of the
text itselff . . . it is thairfor seriouslie recommendit by
the Regentis to the Deane and Facultie of Arts that the
Regents spend not too much time in dyteing of thair
notts ; that no new lesson be taught till the former be
examined ; that everie student have the text of Aristo-
till in Greek, and that the Regent first analyse the text
vwwa voce.” . . .

In Edinburgh, in the third year’s course anatomia

! Though this brief report of the studies ~ Elphinstone’s foundation. In 1636, Dr.

of Aberdeen says nothing of Anatomy,
which is joined in the philosophical
course in St. Andrews and Edinburgh,
it must be remembered that the Medicus
was one of the endowed members of

William Gordon, medicus et alchymista,
having long practised his scholars in the
dissection of beasts, obtained the means
of demonstrating from the human sub-
ject.—Spald. Miscel. 11. 78.
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humani corporis deseribitur, This is the-only Scotch
University which notes any attention to prosody. In
the classis humaniorum ULterarum—Docentur classics
auctores hastoricy, oratores, poete ; transferunt themata
a Latino in vernaculum et a vernaculo in Latinum ser-
monem. In versibus etiam exercentur.

The effect of Principal Rowe’s discipline in the
study of his house, we do not learn otherwise than in
the continued and increasing attendance of students.

Something of the vigilance of the more ancient aca-
demic discipline appears from a few scraps which were
found scattered and loose in the Archives of the College.
The Censura Studiosorum gives briefly the character of
every student of the University, and his relative position
when compared with others. Unfortunately it extends
only over a few years; but in the fourth, or highest
class, it gives us the names of the students of one year
earlier than the earliest list of entrants preserved in the
Album,!

A few words must be allowed of the fabric of our
College. Its retired and pretty rural situation, con-
trasting with the bustle of the neighbouring town, is
now more admired than the edifice itself, which called
forth the extravagant -praise of its historians in past
times. Perhaps no part of the building is entirely as it
was left by the founders, Bishops Elphinstone and Dun-

! It may be necessary to explain its  the Bajans of that year ; secundiordinis,
method. The students are placed either  the Semis, who had joined in 1602 ; fer-
tn linea recta, that is, in the order in  ¢ii ordinis, the Tertians, of 1601 ; and
which their names are written, or én cir-  quarti ordinis, the Magistrand class who
culo, in groups where all are equal. The  had matriculated in 1600.
first year, 1603, gives as Primi ordinis,
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bar: but the plan and foundations, in many parts the
“walls; are nearly as at first.
Beside the door which entered under the west win-
dow of the church (now the library), is inseribed—-
per serenissimum {llustrissimum ac fnbictissimum J. 4. K,

quarto nonas aprilis anno millesimo et quingentesimo
hoe fnsfgne collegium latom{ inrepeyunt edificare.

There is no reason to doubt that this inscription is
nearly of the date it records, and that the church, so far
as its masonry is concerned, is now as it was left by its
venerable founder. Hector Boece, whose book was
printed only eight years after Elphinstone’s death, re-
cords that that bishop built the church, the towers, and
most of the houses, and covered them with lead ;! and
Andrew Strachan, writing while the church was still
used for the purpose of its foundation, speaks of it almost
in the words of Boece, and declares that all its stones
and beams proclaim Bishop Elphinstone their founder.?

1 Wilhelmus initits Aberdonensis stu-
dii delectatus, quo res firmius stabilivetur,
collegiuvm condidit, opus edificiorum or-
natw et amplitudine magnificum et dig-
num quod fama semper loguatar. In eo
templum tabulatum polito quadratogue
lapide, vilrinis, celaturis, sellis ad sacer-
dotum, subselliis ad puerorum wusum,
mira arle fabricatis, marmoreis altaribus
et imaginibus divorum, tabulis et stalu-
arie et pictorio arle auratis, cothedris
wneis, avlwis, tapetibus, quibus parieles

Hubet campanile immensa altitudine sub-
latuin, cui lapideus arcus instar impe-
vialis diadematis, mira arte fabricalus,
plumbeam  supra  tecturam adhibetur,
tradecim campanas, melodian el piamn
audientibus voluplatem sonantes. Hece
omnia Wilkelmi donaria. . . . . Aedes

singule condi incepte, Canonici juris
professori, Casarei, Medico, Grammatico,
@ collegio secretee. Has Wilhelmus non
absolvit, morte correptus intempestiva.
Collegii templum, turves, ct cedes pene
omnes tecteo plumbeo operuit., — Buelit
Aberdon. Epis. Vite, p. 64-66.

2 Cujus omnes hodie lapides, omnes
trabes Gulielmum loqui et pro-dicare vi-
dentur et ad ejus memoriam gestive. Kt
eerte cum in wdes oculos converlo, Solis
regiam mihi videre videor. Illis nihil
magnificentius, nihil augustivs. Quid
referam templum ex polito et quadrato
lapide constructum afiabre! quid in eo
vitrinas, celaturas, quid subsellia mira
arte fabricata, quid ei incumbens cam-
panile editissimuin cut arcus lapideus
instar diadematis imperialis many Dee-
dali efformatus supereminet ! quid in co
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We can fix the date of the church somewhat “more
accurately from a document preserved in thée B_ufg-ﬂ
Records of Aberdeen, which bears that on the 21st
October 1506, Andrew Cullan, provost of the burgh—as
factor for William, Bishop of Aberdeen, entered into an
indenture of contract with “John Buruel, an English-
man, and plumber to the King of England,! regarding
the roofing of the church of the Bishop’s new Uni-
versity.”

The windows and ceilings, the marble altars and
pulpits of brass, celebrated by the historian, are all gone,
as well as the more perishable articles of pictures and
images of saints, and the carpets and hangings for deck-
ing the church on festivals. It is something that there
still remains the shell of the church, with its choir, used
as a college chapel, and, though deformed by a pulpit
thrust into the place of the high altar, still preserving
the tomb of its founder, and the fine oak stall-work
which excited the admiration of the first Principal.”

tredecim campanas que vel lapides dules-
stmamelodia ad sacra vocarent! quid aul-
am vel regibus tnvidendam ! quid muscea
private ! quid publica auditoria quorumn
vel majestas ad studie invitat ! A. Stra-
chani Panegyricus Inauguralis, p. 10,
Aberdoniis Excud., Ed. Raban. 1631,

L Johannes Buruel Anglicus el plum-
barius Regis Anglie. The contract was
penes tecluram ecelesie sue nove universi-
tatis, 'The plumber undertook to find
himself in fire and timber for the work.
The other terms of the contract are not
preserved.— Vol. of Miscellaneous Re-
cords among the Burgh Records of Aber-
deei.

2 The nave of the church is shut oft by
a partition, and now forms the prinecipal

apartment of the library. The tomb of
Elphinstone, of black marble, two feet
high, with holes where the brass orna-
ments have been attached, stands in the
middle of the choir, the present chapel.
The extremity of the three-sided apse is
filled by an oak pulpit, which is now
used by a Sunday lecturer. It bearsthe
name of Bishop Patrick Forbes, with
the date 1627. The Bishop would hardly
have approved of its present position.
Against the north wall of the chapel,
also, now stands another pulpit, lately
brought from the cathedral, which shows
the arms and initial letters of Bishop
William Stewart. It has been appro-
priated to the use of the hebdomadar
Regent. The stalls, thirty in number,
with canopies and folding misereres ; and
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_The buildings, left unfinished by Elphinstone, were
~completed by another munificent prelate, Bishop Gawin
Dunbar ; and the south side of the quadrangle, from
being chiefly his work, was long known as “Dunbar’s
buildings.”?

We have notices of successive repairs of the College
buildings in Bishop Patrick Forbes’s time, but directed
evidently with laudable care to replace and restore with-
out alteration.?

In 1633, on the 7th February, a violent storm blew
down the crown of the steeple, the wonderful structure
“ after the manner of an imperial diadem.” ¢ This
goodlie ornament, haveing stood since the dayes of that
glorious king, James 1v., was by ane extraordinar tem-
pest of stormie wind thrown downe ; quherby both the
roofes of tymber and lead, and other adjacent workes,
wer pitifullie crusched.”® The members of the College,
with the assistance of their neighbours, in particular the
burgh of Aberdeen, immediately applied themselves to
repair the crown ; which, Spalding assures us, was “re-
edefeit and biggit wp litle inferior to the first.”* The
church roof, which had been injured by its fall, was not
repaired apparently till 1638.

the subsellia, twenty-two in number, all
of exquisite work in oak, and in wonder-
ful preservation, still indicate where the
rood loft divided the choir from the
nave.

1 Donaides.— Auctore J. Ker, 1725,
p. 15.

21621-23. Strachan, speaking of the
three bishops — Elphinstone, Dunbar,
and Forbes (the last being still alive)—
says,—Primus academiam fundavit ; se-

cundus conservavit et ampliavit ; tertius
eam prope-modum collapsam restituit.—
Panegyricus Inauguralis, 1631, p. 7.
3The words are Dr. John Forbes’s.
The exact date of the catastrophe is re-
corded by Spalding. —Club edit. p. 31.

4 The architect was Dr. William Gor-
don, professor of medicine, ‘“a godlie,
grave, learned man, and singular in
common works about the College, and
putting up on the steiple thereof, most
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The Parson of Rothiemay’s drawing' shows the Uni-
versity buildings as they stood after that repair, and
after the erection of an unsightly edifice which he in-
scribes “the new works”™—the new building reared up
at the north-east corner of the said College,”® by a sub-
scription begun in 1658, which contained lecture-rooms,
and observatory at top, the latter added in 1675.> The
roof of the church is evidently of the middle of the
seventeenth century, and the pretty lantern spire bears
the cipher of Charles 1. We learn from Gordon’s
drawing that the library, the jewel-house, and the
“second school” were then in a sort of aisle running
along mnearly the whole south wall of the church,
the work of Bishop William Stewart.® The common
school and college hall over it, then as mow, occupied
the east side of the quadrangle® The chambers of
the students were in “ Dunbar’s buildings” on the side
of the court opposite to the church, and perhaps also
occupied buildings on the steeple side, which have been
removed within the present century to make room for a
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glorious as you see, ane staitlie crowne,
thrown down be the wynd before.”—
Spalding, p. 257.

1 Descriptio utriusque wurbis. —Spald-
ing Club. The drawing was executed
before 1661.

* The list of subscriptions extends
over many years, combining in the same
purpose Cromwell’s Captains and Colo-
nels, and the Bishop and Clergy after
the Restoration.

3 Orem, p. 182. On the wall is in-
scribed—1658— Insignes has edes extru-
endas curarunt Coll. Regii moderatores,
Joa. Row Principalis. Ja. Sandilandis
J.CP. And. Moore Med. P. Pat.

Sendilandis, Subpr. P.P. Joa. Brodie
HLP. Ge. Gordon, And. Massie,
Gul. Johnston, Reg. P.P.P. Slezer's
view, thirty years later than Gordon's,
represents the ‘“new work” as termi-
nated with the minaret-looking observa-
tory of 1675, and ornamented with bal-
ustrades and pinnacles, and much more
picturesque than it appears in the earlier
view, or at present.— Deser. of both
Touns, p. 26.

1 Donaides. —Auctore J. Ker, 1725,
p- 15.

5 The ends of these halls are now
taken off, the lower for the Greek class,
the upper for the “ Senatus room.”
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chemical class-room and a museum, together with part
‘of~the—dibrary which had outgrown its lodging.! The
drawing of 1660 shows the ruins of the Canonist’s and
Civilist’s houses, but gives no indication of the ruin
which was fast impending over a great part of the col-
legiate buildings. Upon Candlemas day of 1715, the
spire or minaret, which is seen in both views, terminat-
ing the tower at the south-eastern corner of the College

buildings, was blown down.?

1 ¢ The Kings Colledge of Aberdeene,
situated at the south ende of Old Aber-
dene, is conspicuouse beyonde the rest
of the buildings. Scotland does not
boast of the edefice of any colledge more
statelie or bewtifull. It is all covered
with lead about, except one quarter,
which is purposelie slaited ; the church
and great tower or steeple both builded
of ashler: all the church windows of
old wer of paynted glas; and ther re-
mayns as yit a pairt of that ancient
braverye. In this church Wm. Elphing-
stoune lyes buryed, his tombe stone of
black towteh stome; the upper pairt
upheld of old by thretteine statues of
brasse ; his statna of brasse lying be-
tuixt the two stons; all thes robbed
and sold long agoe. Ther are two bells
(of ten in that steeple), which are of a
greater weght each of them then any in
Scotland besyde. Above a double arche
crossed of stone ther standeth a crowne
royall octangular supported with eight
pillars ; upon the toppe of the crowne a
stone globe ; above it a double crosse
guilded ; intimating as it were by such
a bearing, that it is the King's Colledge.
1t was overthrowne anno 1631 [1633] by a
furious tempest, bot quicklier afterwards
restored in a better forme and condi-
tione by the directione of Patrick For-
bes of Corse, then bischope of Aberdecn;
Dr. Williame Gordone overseing the
work, and solliciting everie quher for
assistance therunto, which was contri-
buted considerablie by the noblemen

It appears that the south

and gentlemen dwelling in the countrey
and neerest shyres. The librarie or
bibliotheck is joyned unto the church,
at first replinished with many goodlie
volumes, bot since ather robbed, or em-
basled, or purloyned by unfaythfull
keepers. At this tyme, by the liberalitie
of severall donors, it begins to be re-
plinished of new, and accresceth daylie.
Under it, hard by, is ther cabinet or
jewell hous as they call it, wherin are
layde ther patents and registers and
publict records. Ther was much pre-
tious stuft layde up ther of old, besyde
all this, but long agoe robbed by theeves
quho brack in violentlie ther. Next
stoode the Chapterhous, now turned to
a privat schooll. The Commone Schooll
and Colledge Hall above it take up a
quholl syde of the base court. Ther
parlour is fair and bewtifull within.
The southe syde hes upon everie corner
two halff round towers with leaden
spires. In the yeir 1657, the square of
the quholl edifice began to be closed
and compleitted by the additione of a
new building, which ryses up above the
rest, platformed and railed above.”—
Descr. of both Touns, p. 23.

2 Orem, p. 182.— From the old view,
ascribed to Jamieson, in the Senate
Hall (a copy of which is prefixed to
Orem’s useful little book), it appears
that both this and the corresponding
pinnacle on the south-western tower
were made of timber,
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side, Dunbar’s buildings, had fallen into decay about the
end of the seventeenth century, when the present edifice
with its cloister-like arcade was commenced,’ but again
allowed to fall to ruin. The Crown itself, the pride of
the College, was cracked and in danger.?

The great patron and restorer of later times was
James Fraser, an alumnus of the University, who de-
voted a share of his fortune to repair the ruinous build-
ings, to complete the unfinished, and to supply the lib-
rary with valuable books® It is to him, the College is

1 The new building was begun in
1707 at the expense of John Buchan of
Auchmacoy and the officers of his regi-
ment cohortis suew prefectorum) who also
renewed the windows and pavement of
the Hall.—Donaides, pp. 15, 23. The
same author elsewhere dates the com-
mencement in 1723, —Frasereides, 1732.
Either period was unfortunate for British
art, and the architecture of the south
side as well as the windows of the hall
serve to perpetuate a mean style which
was not confined to the north of Scot-
land.

2 Augusta Elphinstonii lecta casum
minttabantur ; Coronarium illud opus
insigne et excelsum campanili tmposttum,
hiatus late pandens, secum in exitivin
tracturum templum, bibliothecam, Prin-
cipalis cameram.— Donaides, p. 25.

3 James Fraser, the third son of Alex-
ander Fraser, minister of Petty, came
to King's College in the year of the Re-
storation (1660) his fifteenth year. After
taking his master's degree in 1664, he
went to England and followed the cus-
tom of so many of his countrymen at
that time, by becoming tutor in the
families of several noblemen, and also
acquired some fortune by the death of
his brother, a soldier. Having been
tutor to the Duke of St. Albans (son of
Charles 1), he was appointed first Se-
cretary to Chelsea Hospital, an office

which he held for forty years. He was
a diligent book-collector, and distin-
guished for his knowledge of hooks, and
was made by James IL librarian of the
Royal library and licenser of printing.
He is said to have been a great favourite
with George 1., who spoke little English,
and perhaps benefited by the Librarian’s
remembrance of the King’s College col-
loquial Latin. Fraser had presented
books to the Library of his old College
as early as 1675, In August 1723, when
on his way to his daughter's in Moray
(she was married to Dunbar of Grange-
hill), he visited his alma mater, and
finding the College buildings partly
fallen, partly in danger of falling (evi
injuria partim lapsas partim labentes),
he anticipated an intended legacy, and
bestowed in all about £1200, with the
rent of a small property in Morayshire
during his life, upon restoring them :—
Nec mora ; academice moderatores fes-
tinare demoliri. Continuo bibliotheca ve-
tus, westiariwm templi subterpositum,
gazophylacium sew. cimeliarchivm et capi-
tulum sew domus capitularis ubi publica
collegit comitia haberi solebant (que tres
cedes templo contiguee collegiv Regii aream
ad septentrionem claudunt) opera cele-
berrimi Elphinstonii et venerandi Stuarti
antistitum  Aberdonensium, funditus
diruuntur.  Bibliotheca nova longitu-
dine duplo fere auctn ac quatuor schole
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indebted for removing the unseemly excrescence which
served the purpose of a library and a jewel-house, and
generally for the state of decent though untasteful repair
in which its buildings are now seen.*

Besides their modest buildings, their books (now
amounting to 50,000 volumes), and the charters and
records which have now been collected and printed, the
University and College which have gone through so
many different fortunes, have not much to recall the
past stages of their existence.

In spite of the neglect of old art common to all Scot-
land, there are still preserved, in the Hall and Senatus
room, a few interesting pictures. Among these is the
portrait of the founder, with all the marks of a genuine
and contemporary portrait, and a fine head of the

venerable Bishop Patrick Forbes, by Jamieson.

infra posite Grecarwin literarum et
Philosophice prelectionibus sacratee, ab
imis fundamentis, polito lapide, pulcher-
rimuwm in modum extruuniur, fenestris
distincte fulgentibus et ad normam ex-
actis.

Fraser died in 1731.—Frasereides ;
Auctore J. Ker, Giracar. lit. prof. in
Academ. Regia. Aberdonice, 1732,

Ker records that Alexander Fraser,
Sub-Principal, and Alexander Burnett,
then Regent, were the architect and en-
gineer ( Vitruvius Aberdonensis et Archi-
medes noster) who directed the works
and rendered all professional advice un-
necessary.

1 On the wall of the chapel, above
the door entering from the quadrangle,
is this inscription—

J.F. A.D. MDCCXXIV,

Vir nunquean sine lawde nominandus
Jacobus Fraserius J.U.D. unicus musa-
rum fautor almam suam matrem Aber-
donensem v tnjuria partim labantem

partim jacentem, solus fere respexit, er-
exit, provexit.

At the south-east corner of the quad-

rangle, above the door of the Greek
class-room, is the following—
a MDCCXXVetseq a.d. MDCCXXX,
Ez munificentia eximii vire Jacobi I'ra-
serit J. U.D. Coll : Regiv Aberdonensis
Jautoris beneficenlissimi, maximamn tn
partem, partimque academice sumptibus,
Ades quee collegii aream ad austrum
claudunt, et hinc ad angulum occiden-
talem pertinent, funditus dirute, instau-
ratee sunt, cura et vigilantia modera-
torum Universitatis, M. Geo. Camerarit
Principalis ; M. Dav. Anderson S.T.P.;
D. Alex. Fraser juris P.; D. Jac. Gre-
gorié med. P.; M. Alex. Fraser subpr.:
R.et P.; M. Alex. Gordon Hum. Lit. P.;
M. Alex. Burnet R. et P.P. ; M. Joa.
Ker R. et Gree. Lit. P.; M. Dan.
Bradfut, R. et P.P. ; M. Geo. Gordon
Or. Ling. P.—Quid melius et preestan-
tius est bonitate et beneficentia I—Cic.
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The Mace of the University is of silver, manufac-
tured in Aberdeen ;' perhaps in imitation of the old
mace, enumerated in 1542 among the Rectorial orna-
ments—baculus Rectoris argentt cum armis Regis et
fundatoris. The Royal arms, with the date of 1650,
suggest that it must have been provided to do honour to
the visit which Charles 1. made to Aberdeen, 7th July
1650, or on the 25th February following, while he was
still King in Scotland.

The common seal of the University is a silver stamp,
the work of the seventeenth century, perhaps taken from
an older one. The cognisance (not on a shield) is the
pot of lilies, the emblem of the Virgin ; on the front of
the pot, three fishes, crossing fret-wise. Above, a hand
extends downwards an open book. The Legend—SiciL-
LUM COMMUNE COLLEGII BEATE MARIE UNIVERSITATIS
ABERDONENSIS.”

It is to be feared that all the bells of the campanile,
which the old members of the College name with such
affection and pride, the five great bells—TriNITY, MARY,
MicHAEL, GABRIEL, and RAPHAEL—and the five small
ones for marking the half hours, have disappeared, as

1 Round the staff is inseribed ¢ Wal-
terus Melvil fecit anno 1650." On the
top under the crown and emblems of
royalty are the arms, quarterly, of Scot-
land, England, Ireland, and Scotland
(again) within the garter; above, the
Scotch motto, In defence ; under, God
save the King. On the sides are the
arms of Elphinstone—a cheveron be.
tween three boar’s heads—and the cog-
nisance of the University, the pot of
lilies (the emblem of the Virgin) but
without the three fishes.

2 An impression, certainly of this
stamp, oceurs at a deed of 1658.—
Laing’s Anctent Scot. Seals, No, 975,
Edinburgh, 1850. The cognisance oc-
curs in a woodcut used by the Univer-
sity printers, before the Restoration,
with the words—ex Wibliotheca collegiv
regalis Aberdonensis. The same device,
without the hand and book, has been
sculptured as a coat armorial on the
Town-house of Old Aberdeen, with the
motto, CONCORDIA RES PARV.E CRESCUNT,
and the date of 1721.
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well as the three little bells used in the church for the
high altar and the altars of St. German and St. Mary,
either to be re-cast in Monsieur Gelly’s melting-pot, or
for worse purposes. St. Mary of the Snows has not
better protected her two bells which boasted the names
of “Schochtmadony ” and “ Skellat.”

The old practice of presenting a spocn on laureation
has left its trace in a collection of thirty-five common
silver table spoons! Some richer graduates increased
the offerimg. A silver cup without name or date, with
handle and cover, but of poor workmanship, has only the
College arms upon it. Two cups of silver bear to have
been presented by foreign students, who, after studying
perhaps for a short time, probably received honorary
degrees.”

The poculum caritatis—a low silver cup, with han-
dles and cover, bears to be the gift of the munificent
benefactor of the University, Dr James Fraser.®

It is not very easy to ascertain the causes which re-
gulate the increase or decrease of students. A favourite

1 They are all of the same stamp,
“(C.A.—A.B.D.”—and each engraved
“C.RY

2 These cups are nearly alike. The
one is inscribed — Alme wuniversitali
Aberdonenst in amoris sut tesseram do-
navit Petrus Specht Borussus, in eadem
lawrea donatus anno 1643.  On the other
is Andreas Thomsonus Scoto-borussus
coll. Reg. Aberd. ibid. educat. dono
dedit, 1643. It is remarkable that
though both names occur among the
matriculations of 1641, neither is found
among the graduates. Perhaps the de-
grees were conferred extra prdinem,
without the requisite previous study, and

not to be registered among the bona
Jide laureates.

8 It has the arms of Fraser on one
side, and those of the University on the
other. Round the brim is inseribed—
Poculum hoc alme sue matri Coll, Reg.
Aberdon. dono dedit Jacobus Fraser
D, U.J. This cup—in celebrioribus
Academie conventibus utendum (Fraser-
etdes)—is now produced only at the
Professors’ breakfast on the day of com-
mencement of Session, when toasts are
drunk to each Professor and his class;
and finally a health—

Benefactoribus et benefacturis !
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Regent might of old account for a large class; but there
are periods of fulness and others of decrease which we
cannot explain. The average number of intrants, of the
first ten years of the seventeenth century, did not exceed
nineteen. Before the Restoration it had increased to
thirty. For the decade succeeding the Restoration
(1660), the average amounted to seventy. In the middle
of the last century, the attendance had fallen off so
much, that for the ten years following 1756 it amounted
to only twenty-nine. Since that time the University
has gradually recovered, and the average number of
intrants for the last ten years may be stated at ninety.

From these numbers, it is evident that the University
of Elphinstone and Forbes—the school which has been
taught by the Gregories and Reid—has not decayed ;
and, while the present principle of election is maintained,
which fills each vacant chair with the candidate con-
scientiously believed to be the fittest for it, the Univer-
sity will flourish,

The thesis of the magistrandus, to be maintained
against all impugners, the last shred of the old scholastic
disputation, has been long abandoned by all the Scotch,
as well as by the English Universities, and, but for its
old associations, it is not seriously to be regretted. An-
other innovation is much more questionable. In Aber-
deen, as in other Scotch Universities, the degrees of
Bachelor and Licentiate have disappeared ; to the evident
loss of a system of teaching depending so much on sus-
tained emulation and public competition. But, in giving
Master’s degrees, which rank with the A.B. degree of



322 SKETCHES OF EARLY SCOTCH HISTORY.

England, without special examination, the University
has evidently abandoned a valuable test of general
academic study and advancement.

Elphinstone’s constitution, originally less popular
than was usual and almost necessary in the older Uni-
versities, has not grown more liberal. There is no
evidence of a single convocation or meeting of all mem-
bers of the University since the Reformation. Even the
Rector is not, as elsewhere, elected by the whole body.
And the election of the masters by the masters is a
solecism only to be defended by the two reasons—that
it is not easy to constitute a good electoral body ; and,
secondly, that the present system, administered as it
now is, works very well.

We have seen how the influence of one good prelate and
his learned associates was felt for some time to refine the
society of the town of Aberdeen and neighbouring country.
It is too much to suppose that influence still continues ;
but if, as it has been thought, the citizens of Aberdeen
are superior in cultivation and intelligence to those of
other provincial towns, it is without doubt owing to the
means of higher education brought within the reach of
the middle class, and yet more to the academic element
which pervades the upper classes of the great and ener-
getic commercial city.!

1 It wounld not be easy to point to a
better proof of this generally diffused

peculiarly well placed in the country
of Straloch and' James Gordon. The

cultivation than the maintenance and
continued prosperity of the Spalding
Club—a body which has already done
much to supply the defect, general
throughout Scotland, of works of local
antiquities and history, and which seems

Metropolis and the great city of Glas-
gow have similar societies ; but no other
provincial district of Scotland has even
attempted an institution having in view
ohjects of such intelligence, and requir-
ing such extended sympathy.
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I have thought it allowable for one unconnected with
the district, but who has necessarily become acquainted
with the constitution and past history of the University,
to point to some changes which seem in themselves
desirable, and capable of being effected without external
aid, while most of them are more practicable here than
in Universities situated in great towns. But the great-
est and most evident of all academic reforms in Aberdeen
is the union of the sister Colleges. The trifling incon-
venience that may be felt by some of the citizens is
hardly to be named in comparison with the great ad-
rantages that would result from such a measure. If the
law and medical lectures were carried on in the town
building, in the neighbourhood of the courts and hos-
pitals ; if the education in languages, philosophy, and
theology were conducted in the venerable rural retreat,
Aberdeen would afford a specimen of as convenient
arrangements for teaching as any University can boast
of. An end would be put for ever to the petty jars
which have sometimes disturbed the neighbouring
schools ; and by uniling classes and salaries, a respect-
able maintenance would be secured for the masters, and
consequently the means of obtaining the best masters.’

I trust it is a pardonable vanity which prompts me

1 These may be considered the sug-
gestions of one ignorant of local interests
and pretensions. Neither do I attach
much importance to them, or to any
peculiar form or condition of union. It
is the union itself that is indispensable.
An Act of Parliament of two clauses

would be sufficient ; the first declaring
the Colleges a united body in all re-
spects ; the second, naming four com-
missioners (men of high standing as well
as intelligence) with power to settle the
details of its consolidation.

Note.—This was written 1854.
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to record that in writing these historical observations on
two of our Scotch Universities, I had assistance from two
friends, both now dead, whose friendship might make
any man proud—Sir William Hamilton and Principal
Lee. From the former I derived most of my slender
acquaintance with the ancient and foreign University
usages ; and I had the satisfaction to know that he ap-
proved of the use to which 1 had turned his materials.
Dr. Lee’s library and memory were to the last of life a
great storehouse of Scotch academical and ecclesiastical
history. Giving liberally to lterary friends, 1 fear he
carried more with him than remains in any living man.
For the use of rare books—often for the knowledge of
their existence—1 have been indebted to Mr. D. Laing.
For local literature and northern knowledge, I went to
the best fountain, Mr. Joseph Robertson. Finally, let
me not pass over my obligation to my accurate, careful,
and zealous fellow-labourers, Mr. Francis Shaw of Aber-
deen, and Mr. James Gordon, now of Edinburgh.
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