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STATISTICAL ACCOUNT"

OF

SCOTLAND:

PART XVIL

e
NUMBERL
PARISH OF COUPAR OF ANGUS.

(CounTiEs oF PERTH AND FORFAR.—PRESBYTERY 0F
MEIGLE—SYNOD OF ANGUs AND MEARNS.)

By Mr Joun RiTCBIR Student in Divinity at Markinch,

- Situation aud Extent.

HE parith of Courar lics towards the center of the
fpacious valley of Strathmore. Though defigned of
Angus, the greateft part of it is fituated in the county of Perth,
The diftance from the latter is 12 miles, and from Dundee
nearly the fame. The river Ifla is its northern boundary.
The length of the parith is about § miles, in the dire&tion of
S. W. and N. E. The breadth is from 1 to 2 miles. Kin-
fach and Batmyle, formerly belonged to this parith, but are
now annexed to that of Meigle. ) :
- Vor, XVIL A Surface



2 Statiftical Account

Surface and Soil—The parifh is divided, léngth.ways, by 2
ridge or bank of confiderable height. The afcent of this
bank from the fouth is eafy; from the north it is fteeper.
Contiguous, on the north fide, lic the Haughs of Ifla, con-
taining upwards of Goo acres of a ftrong clayey foil. Thefe
haughs produce excellent crops of corn and grafs. It fre-
quently happens, that, after northerly rains, the Hla is fwell-
ed to fuch a degree, as to lay the adjacent banks and haughs
under water to a great extent; and, in time of harveft, thefe
inundations have been known to carry off large quantities of
corn. Wherever the ground is elevated in any degree, the
foil is light and gravelly; in the low grounds the foil is either
of a clayey or loamy nature. The Watton Mire is a common
of confiderable magnitude, containing nearly 200 acres. The
people of the parith were wont to repair thither for turf and
fods, which they ufed in part as feuel. It is now totally ufe-
lefs in this refpet. Several overtures have been made to
have this common partitioned among the heritors, but none
have yet fucceeded. Were it drained, and fheltered with
planting, it might -turn to advantage. It now prefcn'ts a
bleak and barren appearance in the heart of a rich corn
country. The only plantation ground is in the weft end
of thevparifth, containing from §o to 100 acres of common
fir, the property of Lord Privy.Seal. In many places of the
parith and country adjacent, we meet with a red carth of a
clayey unctuous nature, commonly called mortar, and fome-
times ufed in building. It is found a few inches below the
furface, and reaches to a confiderable depth. Below this ftra-
tum of red earth is found a foft ftone of the fame colour,
which is, evidently, the fame earth in a confolidated form.

Agticulture.—The lands are now generally inclofed with
thorn hedges. Formerly, the diftin&tion between Outfie/d and
Infield
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Infield was conftantly obferved. The former was cropped al-
ternately with oats and bear ; the latter, after a few {ucceflive
crops of oats, was fuffered to lie out a number of years in lea.
The run-rigg prevailed, too, in many places. Thefe abfurd
praltices are now worn out, and the modern improvements
generally introduced. Ploughs drawn by cattle were former-
ly in ufe. ‘Thefe are now fucceeded by ploughs with two
horfes abreaft, where one man both holds and drives.

Produce and Cattle.—Lint-feed is fown in confiderable quan-
tities; amd, when the feafons prove favourabie it fucceeds
very well; the lippic of feed frequently giving a ftone of drel-
fed flax. Half a century ago no wheat was raifed in Coupar.
The quantity is ftill inconfilerable, owing to the difficulty of
procuring manure. No field beans are railed. Oats, barley,
and peafe, are the grain in moft requeft. The barley is cither
fold to the brewers in the town of Coupar, or carried tc the
neighbouring ports, where it is either malted or put on fhip-
board. ‘- The other grain, made into meal, generally finds a
ready market in the populous village of Coupar. ‘L'he prices
of the corn are the fame as in the neighbouring parifhes. The
grafles fown are rye-grafs and red clover. No hay is made but
for home confumption. A few acres are generally fallowed in
fummer, and fields of turnips reared for the cattle againft win-
ter. Each tenant brings up young cartle in proportion to the
cxtent of his farmm. Thefe he dif}oles of to drovers, or fuch
as keep grafs parks, who feed them, and take them to Fal- .
kirk to meet the Englith merchants. There are no {heep
kept in this diftri®. Potatoes are raifed in large quantities,
and are of great fervice to the poor. It is not much above 20
years, fince this ufeful root came into general ufe in this parith,

Leafes.—~The farms are commonly let for a term of 19 years,
a
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a period by far too fhort to‘roufe the exertion of the tenant,
and induce him to employ that labour and expence, in melio-
rating the foil, which he might have in his power. Proprie-
tors of land, it is prefamed, would find it ultimately to the
advantage of their eftates, did they give moére fecope to the
farmer, by granting him a leafe of triple the ordinary time.
In fuch a cafe it might be ftipulated, too, that the proprietor
thould receive a certain fum of money upon the expiration of
an ordinary leafe. At the commencement of the lateft leafes
the rents have been nearly doubled. The land, at an ‘avcragc,
brings about 16s, per acre, though fome farms are let at above
20s. per acre.  The number of acres in the whole parith, by
a grof? calculation, is about 2400, without including the com-
mons; and the prefent rent is 22i41.

Climate, Difeafes, {o’c.—Remarkable inftances of longevity
have feldom occurred. A poor woman died a few years ago,
who muft have been 116 years, from what the remembered
to have feen. The fituation of the parith is healthy, there
being no marfhy ground or ftagnant water, nor any thing to
obftruct a free circulation of air. There are no difeafes pe-
culiar to the place. Nervous and hyﬁcncal diforders are faid
to be much more common now than formerly, owing, with-
out doubt, to the way of living, particularly to the more fre-
quent ufe of {piritous liquors and tea. The prejudices againft
inoculation are far from being removed, efpecially among
the poorer fort,

Town, Roads, ¢9c.—CoUPAR is divided by a rivulet, which,
turning the mills of Kethock, with two others in its courfe,
falls into the Ifla *, about § miles to the weftward, The

Abbey,

* The bndgc over the I/.z, near Coupar, was built in 1765.
There
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Abbey, with that part of the town which lies on the fouth of
this rivulet, falls within the coumty of Forfar. The reft of
the town and parifh are in the county of Perth. The ftreets
are paved, and have lately been' provided with lamps. The'
town has reccived confiderable ornament, as well as advan-
tage, from the excellent turnpike roads that bave juft been
finithed. The Perth road, from the weft, falls upon the crofs
in a direét line of about a mile; with this the Dundee road,
from the'{outh, torms a right angle; and, when the Jatter is
carried directly through the town, to the eaft, as is in con
templation, and the ground on éach fide feued for building,
the beauty will be necarly completed. Several good houfes
have lately been built here, T'he fteeple was built in 1762,
on the {pot where the prifon of the court of regality ftood.
The view from the Beach Hill, northward of the town, is fin<
gularly delightful. The eye contemplates the.meanders of the
river Hla, in its courfe through a fertile and extenfive plain ;
and, on the other fide, a champaign open country, variegated
with thriving villages and fruitful fields. There is a weekly
market on Thurfday, and fairs in April, May, July, and De-
cember. Coupar is fuppofed to have tripled the number of
its inhabitants within the laft half century. This increafe is
chiefly owing to the encoufigement given to the manufac..
tdring of linen in this part of the country, and partly to the
monopolifing of farms, by which fmall tenants and trades
people have been obliged to temove to manufatturing towns,

Villages, Mills, {o’c.—Next to Coupar, the greateft villages
are Balbrogie, Wellton, and Cadam ; and the number of fami-
lies in the largeft of thefe does tiot ¢xceed 38. There is fcarce-

ly

There is no bridge between that and Perth on the ene fide, ner
between it and the bridge of Deaane on the other,
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ly a garden in the parith that deferves the name; culinary
productions being more regarded than ornament or eles
gance. ‘There are 2 rivulets and § mills; 1 in Coupar, 3 in
Kethock, and 1 in Balgirfho.

Manufattures.—There is a tannery in Coupar, which was
built in 1781, wherein about 2600 hides of different kinds
are drefled annually, and goqo ftone of bark ufed. There is
alfo a very confiderable linen manufa@ture *, In 1792, there
were flamped at the ftamp-office in this town, all manufac-
tured in the courfe of that year, and within the bounds of
the parifh, 97,810 yards of brown linen (in about 6oo reed),
and 116,793 yards of barn. Both thefe kinds-are fent to
the Englith market. The linen is whitened at the bleach-
fields in the neighbourhood, is ufed for buckram and hat
linings, and is worth about gd. per yard. ‘The harn is ufed
for pack-fheet, and is worth about 5d. per yard, There is
but one bleachfield in the parith, viz. that at Balgirfho, at
which there are annually whitened about 200,000 yards. The
number laft year (1793) was only go,coo yards. There are
4 whifky ftills in the parifh, 3 of 40 gallons, and 1 of 30,

Population.—The population of this parifh has increafed
confiderably within thefe 40 years, as will appear from the
following Table: :

PoruLa-

# The introdu@ion of the linen manufa&ure, into this parith
and neighbourhood, was principally owing to George Young,
Jate a merchant in this town, a man of an uncommon capacity
for bufinefs and improvements. This man found means, by
petitioning the Board of Truftees for the Forfeited ERates of
Scotland, to procure a2 furvey, and eftimate of expence, for a
CanaL between Peatn and Foxrar by this place. The plan
was formed on a f{cale too expenfive for the ftate of the country
at that time, and was confequently dropt,
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PoruraTiox TasLE oF THE Parisx or Courar. .
Population in 1793 - - - - = 2076

Ditto in 1755 - - - - 1491
Increafe - 585
Annual ayerage of births - - - - 6o
Ditto of marriages - - - - 15
Ditto of burials - - - - - 41

T@Iale.r. Females. Total.
Number of fouls under 10 years old 182 214 396

———Dbetween 10 and 20 - 192 179 371
—_— 20 and 30 - 212 216 428
30 and 40 - 162 201 363

P 40 and 50 - 118 113 231
——————— 50 and 6o - 66 87 153
e 60 and j0 - 54 55 109
————ae—— 70 and 80 - 7 14 21
—_— 80 and go - 6 3 9
. 999 1082 2081

" e in the town of Coupar 753 851 1604
———— in the country - 246 23t 477
= unmarried perfons - 57 70 127
o widowers and widows - 40 67 107
diffeaters - - 213 268 481

— fervants * - - 94 126 220
- journeymen and apprentices - - 58

' Number

* A man fervant’s yearly wages are from gl. to 111.; a wo-
man fervant’s from 3L to 41; 1 pound (23 oz.) butter, gd.
Beef fells at from 3d. to 4d. per pound ; a good hen from ;3.
to 1s. 6d. A mafon’s wages are 1s. 6d. per day; a taylor’s
10d. ; a man’s hire for the harveft 11. 105.; a woman’s ditto
11,3 a labourer’s wages per day, with viQuals, 15 In general,
the price of every thing is raifed one third within thefe latt 40
years.
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Number of families in Coupar - - - §20

o ditto in the country - - - 118
ww—r ditto of Epifeopalians - - . (1
= ditto of Roman Catholics - v - '3
" PROFESSIONS.
Minifter - - 1 Gardeners - 3
" Barbers . 3 Fidles - . 3
Weavers =« -  tor Carriers to Dundee and
Sadlers - - 2 Perth - - 9
Smiths - - 8 Ditto to Edinburgh I
‘Wrights - - 20 Flax-dreflers - 11
Day-labourers - §7 Staymaker - 1
Coopers - - 3 Milliners and Sempftreffes 5
‘Watchmakers - 3 Bakers - - 4
Taylors - - 22 Butchers - - 9
Plafterer - - 1 Brewers - - 9
Drovers - - 2  Whecl-wrights - [1
Teachers - - 5§ Dyers - - 2
Midwives .« - 3 Farmers - - 43
Surgeons - - 3 Mafons . - - 23
Mafier thoemakers 15 Slaters - - 2
Journeymen & apprentices Merchants - 25
ditto - - 15 Excife officers - 3

Stocking-makers - 2 Public-houfe-keepers 45

Rent, Heritors, Church, Poor, {&¢.—The valued rent of the
parith is 6669 1. 14 5. 4 d. Scotch. The number of heritors
is 35. The chief proprietor is the EaRL of MURRAY, The
Crown is patron. * The ftipend is 500 merks Scotch, and 6
chalders of viGual, with an allowance for the communion ele-
ments. The glebe is inconfiderable.  The manfe was built
anew in 1781.  The church was repaired in 1780,~There
are at prefent 24 perfons on the poors lift, who are fupport-

’ ed
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ed by the colletions at the church doors, The colletions,
at a medium, including mort-cloth fees, and dues for mat-
riages, amount to about §6 l. per annum. The poor’s money
is diftributed to themn menthly, and they are allowed from
2s. to §s.atatime. Thereis an Antiburgher and a Relief
meeting-houfe in Coupar. The latter was built in 1792. They
are both well filled, but chiefly from the neighbouring pa-
rithes.

School.—The fchool was rebuilt in 1992, and is large and
well lighted. The average number of fcholars is about 6o.
The mafter is in a valetudinary ftate, and the fchool is taught
by an affiftant. Englith is taught for 1s. 6d. writing and
arithmetic at 2s, 6d. and Latin at 3s. per quarter. The
falary is 11 1. 25. 1% d. Sterling.  Sir John Sinclair, or any
other public fpirited gentlemen connefted with Parliament,
who have the intereft of their country at heart, muft be con-
vinced of the neceflity of adopting fome plan, to put the pa-
rochial teachers in Scotland on a more refpe@table footing.
Their fituation, at prefent, is not equal, in point of emo-
lument, on an average, to that of the meaneft mechanic or
day labourer,

Difadvantages.—The fcarcity of fuel, and the great diftance
from any [ea-port, are inconveniencies feverely felt by the in-
- habitants of this diftrit. The mofles, the neareft of which
is 6 miles diftant, are cither totally exhaufted, or reftrited
to the tenants of the ground. To have coals from Perth or
Dundee is found, therefore, to be the cheapeft expedient.
Thefe, confiderigg the diftance they have to be driven, and
the high expences of carriage, prove very expenfive to the
poor tradefman, Much. too, of the farmer’s time, that would
have been laid out in improving his farm, is indifpenfibly loft
Vo, XVIL B in
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‘in procuring this meceflary article of life. However, the ad~
vantages refulting from the excellent roads, that arc nearly
finithed, will foon be felt by the country at large. Some at-
tempts have been made in this country to difcover coal, but

“they have all been abandoned without hope of fucceeding.
Indeed, from the conftant appearances in the moft favourable
fituations, there is reafon to conclude, that, if coals are to be
found, they mutt lic at a very great depth. Without adding
to what has been faid of the praticability of a canal, in the
Statiftical Account of Meigle *, it may juft be obferved, that,
by leading a canal round the Linn of Campley, and narrow-
ing the Tay in fome places, that river might be made navi-
gable a great way up. by means of horfes, and boats conftruc-
ted on purpofe, at a finall expence.

Antiquities, &'c —There are ftill vifible at Coupar the vef-
tiges of a-Roman camp 1, faid to have been formed by the ar-
my

* See Ym.. 1. No. LIII.,

+ On the center of this camp, Marcowm IV. founded am
Assiy for Ciftertran Monk:, A. D. 1104, and endowed it with
large revenues. This houfe was tounded by advice of the Ab-
bot of Melrofs, who was of the fame order; and it is faid the
Monks werc long remarkable for their piety and exemplary
lives. From the pavemecut, and bafes of pillars, and fubterrane-
ous paffages that have been difcovered, this Abbey appears to
have been a houfe of confiderable magnitude. Next to the
Scottifh Kings, the Havs of ErxoL were the principal bene-
fa@ors to the Abbey of Coupar. The lattet granted it the lands
of Lidderpole, feveral acres of arable land on the banks of the
Tay, and liberty of fithing on that river. The Monks were al-
Jowed free paflage with their cattle over all the lands belonging
to the houfe of Errol. GivserT Hay, Conftable of Scotland,
granted them the patronage of the Church of Errol, and Chapel
of Inchmartin, with all their pertinents and rights. In return
for thefe immunities, the houfe of Errol claimed the privilege
.of burial in the Abbey. The laft Abbot of Coupar was Do-
. RALD
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my of Acrrcora in his 7th expedition. It is nearly a regu-
har fqual;c of 24 acres. Here the half of the Roman army
- are fuppofed to have encamped, while the other remained at
Campmuir, a village near two miles S. W, from this place.
‘There are no veftiges of a Roman way, nor any Druidical
circle or cairn in the parith ®*. The Beach Hill oppofite to
Coupar, Stob-crofs oppofite to Balbrogie, and the Witch Know
oppofite to Cronan, are evidently raifed by art, though tradition
is filent refpeting the caufe. On the firft of thefe a Roman
urn was found ; and it is faid, that juftice ufed to be adminif-
tered here, in ancient times, in the open air. The following
names of places, in the vicinity of Coupar, are faid to be de-

' feriptive

'NALD Camraxir of the family of Arayrr. At the Reforma.
tion, this man is faid to have divided, among § natural fons, all
.of the paruh that belonged to the Abbey, viz. Balgeirfho, Ke.
thock, Denhead, Cronan, and Arthurflone. Some time before
the Reformation, this houfe began to fall into decay; and, ar
laft, a number of furious retormers from Perth completed its
ruin.

¢ Lately, in digging at the weft end of the church, there
were found upwards of a dozen of ftone coffins. Some were
formed of one entire flone; others were made up of two pieces
brought together in the middle. The infide imitated the fhape
of the human body, being widelt at the fhoulders, narroweit at
the neck, and having the place for the head rounded. In fome
there were found feveral fkeletons in the natural pofitions, with
Jayers of earth placed between them. The covers of mott of
thefe coffins confifted of feveral flat flones; but no date, or cha-
ra&er of any kind, was obferved, whereby a conjeQure might
have been formed of their age, or the perfons therein depofited.
The cover of one was of an entire ftone, at the foot of which
there was faintly vilible fome rude kind of ornament, and on the
right fide a capital Englith D was obfervable. One, being mea.
fured, was found to be 6 feet long within, 18 inches bioad at
the fhoulders, 113 inches wide at the feet, and 15 inches deep.
One appeared to have been, originally, too narrow, as the fides '
thereof were widened, feemingly to let down the arms of the
corpfe. Several fmall figures, cut out of ftone, and reprefenting
warriors, have been alfo dug eut from among the rubbith.
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fcriptive of fome relation they bore to the Abbey of this
place; Cowbyre, Balgeirfbo, Cottward, Cadam, Soutar-beufes,
Drink-fill, Market-kill, and Balbrogie.

Charader, ¢'c.—The inhabitants of this diftri¢t are fober,
frugal, and induftrious. They are hofpitable and obliging to
firangers, and charitable to the poor. In their dealings they
are open, unfufpedting, and fincere. Their ftature is of the
middle fize, few exceeding 6 feet high; and their general ap-
pearance indicates ftrength and vigour. Their hair is gene-
rally of a darkith hue, though fome are to be feen with yellow
or flaxen locks. In the article of drefs, expence and finery
are much more ftudied than formerly. Not above 40 years
ago, the broad blue bonnet, with a coat of home manufac~
ture, was univerfally worn by the men. The tartan plaid,
applied clofely over a head drefs of linen, was in ufc among
the women, At prefent, few fervant lads are to be feen at

" church without their coats of Lnglifh cloth, hats on their

heads, and watches in their pockets, At the period juft re-
" ferred to, a watch, an eight day clock, or a tea kettle, were
fcarcely to be met with. At prefent, there arc few houfes
without one or other of thefe articles; perhaps one half of
the families in the parith are pofitfied of all of them,

NUM-
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NUMBER IL

PARISH OF ‘ETTINS.

(CounTyY oF FORFAR—SYNOD OF ANGUS AND MEARNS.
—PrESBYTERY oF MEIGLE.)

By Mr JoBN RiTcHIE, Student in Divinity at Markinch.

Extent, Situation, and Roads.

HE length of the parith of KgTTiNS, from E.to W.

is 4 miles; the breadth, from S. to N, is 3. The

village of Kettins is diftant from Perth about 12 miles E. by
N. and about 14 N. W. from Dundec. The church is 1
mile S. E. of Coupar. The turnpike road, from the latter
to Dundee, pafles through the parith. It is not yet finifhed.
A road extends to Perth along the foet of the Sidla hills,
but is not frequented. '

Gentlemens Seats, Surface, {8'c.—~Lintrofe, the feat of MUN-
co Murray, Efq; was formerly called Todderance, and bes
longed to HarisurToN, Efg; whofe grand-father,
Lord ToDDERANCE, was a Senator of the College of Juf-
tice, and a nephew of the houfe of Pitcur. Lintrofe is a mile
weftward of the church, and is environed by fertile ficlds
and thriving plantations, Haliburton Houfe, a modern man-
fion, upwards of half a mile S. E. of Kettins, formerly the
ordinary refidence of the family of that name, is now the

property

'
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property of Lord Aboyne *. It ftands in a plain, and is
furrounded by ftately plantations. A detached part of the
parith, called Bandirran, lies about 6 miles S. W. and con-
tains a gentleman’s feat. The greateft part of the parifh is
level, and inclofed with @ecdges of thorn, or fenced with
ftone dykes. The fouth part gradually rifes to the fummit
of the Sidla hills, and is partly covered with heath and paf~
ture.

Villages, Rivulets, and Mills—Kettins has 7 villages be-
longing to it, and is itfelf the largeft. The village of that
name, where the church ftands, is pleafantly fituated on a
rivulet, which defcends from the Sidla hills, and pafling
through Coupar, lofes itfelf in the Ifla, near § miles W, of

" the latter town, after having turned § mills in its ¢_:odrfe.
The number of rivulets within thes parith is 2, and they
{erve 10 mills.

Soil.—The foil is various. A great part of the low parifh,
the higber grounds chiefly, and the hill ground, have a light
thin foil, and are partly covered with heath and pafture. In
many places a ftrong red clay or mortar prevails, and in
fome it is wet and fpungy. The greater part of the parifh,
however, is tolerably fertile. Much of this diftriét is let to
fmall tenants, who, befides farming, follow fome trades,
chiefly that of weaving coarfe linen,

Agriculture, Produce, Cattle, ¢'c,.—The fame manner of
' . cropping

¢ The family of HarLisurTon were very adlive in bringing
about the Reformation of the Church of Scotland, and in the
laft century had an extenflive property in this country. The
Caftle of Pircur, a mile fouth of the church, and now in ruins,
gave title to the ancient and honourable family of Havrisu-
ToN, the chief of that name. .
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cropping and improvements, that is followed in Coupar and
the neighbouring parifhes, is practifed here, and the produce
is much in the fame proportion: Here, too, the fame dif-

advantages, fcarcity of firing, and the diftance from lime and ~

coal, operate as a check on the induftry and improvement of
the farmer.—There are a few dealers in cattle in the parifh,
who keep grafs parks, and drive their fed cattle to Falkirk,
or to England.—There are now no theep in the parith. A
few were kept to pafture on the hill of Peatie till lately.

Rent and Proprietors.—The valued rent of the paﬁﬂx. is
§129l.. 165. 8d. Scotch. The prefent rent is unknown.
The land, at a wedium, lets at 17s. Sterling per acre,—The
number of heritors is 8, whereof 7 are refident. Lord
ABOYNE is chief heritor, .

Bcclefiaftical State—~The Crown is patron. The ftipend
was formerly 8 chalders ¢ bolls 7 pecks of viftual, but has
been lately augmented. The church was built in 1768 %,
and 'rcpzired in 1791. The manfe was built from the foun.
dation in 1792. The name of the prefent incumbent is
Joun HarisurToON.

Poor and School.—The poors money, collefted at the church
doors, together with a rent arifing from a mortification on
land, amounts to 50 1. yearly. The number of poor at pre-
fent on the roll is 14. The fchool houfe was repaired in

1782. The falary was augmented in 1790, by a decreet of
the

* The church of KxrTins anciently had fix chapels depen-
ding on it, viz. one at a village called Peatie, another at South
Coflon, a third at Pitcur, a fourth at Muiryfaulds, a fifth at Den-
bead, and a fixth on the fouth fide of the viﬂ:Pe of Kettgu.
Mot of thefc were within fmall inclofures uled as burying
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the Commiffioners of Supply. It was formerly 100 1. Scotch.
The prefent fchoolmafter has taught with reputation a good
number of years, and has, with his fmall emoluments,
brought up a numerous family.

Population.—The population of Kettins has varied at dif-
ferent periods, as will appear from the following table :

StaTisTicAL TaBLE oF THE PaRisH oF KETTINS.

In 1726, the number of examinable perfons above 12

years of age, was * - - - - 1100

To which may be added, for thofe under that age, at
leaft - - - - - 300
1400

In 1755, the return to Dr Webfter was - - 1475

—

Increafe in 30 years 75
In 1793, the total number of inhabitants was only 1100

Decreafe in 38 years 37§

Total number of baptifins, from 1722 to 1926, inclu-

five .- - - - - 450
Annual average of ditto during that period - ' 9o
Ditto of ditto, from 1751 to 1755, inclufive - 45
Ditto of burials, during that period - . 40
Ditto of ditto, from 1787 to 1791, inclufive {. 33

: Families

*® The regifter of births and marriages has not been regular.
ly kept for f(g>1me years paft. There are no feffion records prior
to the gth of Auguft 1650.—A record of that date mentions
two kirk-feflion regifters before that period.

1 There is nothing remarkable in the proportion of males
and females., nor i.n the prices of labour, or of the neceflaries
of life, in this diftrict, different from thofe of Coupar.
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Families-in the parifth . 418 Teachers - - 3
Families in Kettins 40 Brewers - - 2
Roman Catholic ditto 1 Smiths - - 6
Widowers - - § Wrights - - 13
Widows - - 8 Sieve-makers - 3
Bachelors - . - 5 Day-labourers - 27
Unmarried women 4 Mafons - - .2
Weavers - - 62 Cooper - - x
Looms - - 100 Flax-dreflers - 3
Farmers - - 4t Gardeners - - 2
Drovers - - 3 Bleachers - - 3
Shoemakers - - 9 Public houfes - 5

Bleachfields, Longevity, &'c.—There are 3 bleachfields in
- the parith, Borland, Baldinnie, and Kirk-fleps. The two firft
whiten annually 100,000 yards, the laft about 30,000 yards.
~—Few very remarkable inftances of longevity have occurred
within the recolletion of the inhabitants, though to hear of
people dying at the advanced age of go and upwards is not
uncommon. There was a man alive laft autumn (1793) at
the age of 106. There are no epidemic difeafes peculiar to
this parith. Inoculation for thé finall-pox is by no means
general, efpecially among the lower claffes.

Antiquities.—There are no Roman ways, nor Druidical -
circles in the parith *. At Camp-muir, a village belonging to
Vour. XVII. . C - Kettins,

. * Some tumuli have lately been found in this parifh, when
digging materials for the turnpike road: One at Pitcur con-
tained at leaft 1000 load of ftones. In the center of this cairn,
a few flat unwrought flones, and without date or charadters,
contained fome human bones. A cairn of a very fmall fize was
found a mile farther fouth on the new line of road, and fcarce
diftinguifhable from the pafture around. Ia the center, an arn
was found full of bones.
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Kettins, and upwards of a mile N. W. of the chureh, there
are flill vifible the outlines of a camp, fuppofed to be Ro-
maug, as noticed in the account of Coupar. At Baldawrie
there is an ere& Danith monument, 6 fect high. It contains
fome figures, but they are almoft entirely defaced.~—The
Caftle of Dores ftood on the fummit of the hill *, fouth
from Pitcur. Tradition reports it to have been fome time
the refidence of MacseTH. The following names are
doubtlefs of Celtic derivation: Baldewrie; Baldinnie, Balunie,

Balgove, and Airdlair.

* On this hill, great quantities of athes are faid to have been
difcovered. From this circumftance, it is concluded to have
been one of thofe hills, where fires ufed to be kindled in antient
times, to alarm the country on the approach of an enemy. On
the ealt quarter of this hill, and clofely by the fide of the new
road, the workmen quarrying ftones came upon an excavation
in the folid rock, in which they found fome half confumed
bones of a foft confliftence. The hole was about 3 feet wide
cither way, and feemed to dire& its courfe towards the fouth.-
There was no entrance from above obferved, for at leaft balf
a mile in any direQion from this place.

NUM
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NUMBER II

PARISH OF LATHERON.

(GouNTY AND PRESBYTERY OF CAITHNESS.—SYNOD OF
CAITHNESS AND SUTHERLAND).

By tée Rev. Mr RoserT GuUn, Minifier,

————r .

Name, Ereltion, and Exient.

HE antient name is Lo1xx, derived from 'Lm'dbain, which
| . fignifies, in the Erfe, or Gaelic, /odged or bedded bear,
becaufe the lands contiguous to the church are of a good
quality, and yield excellent bear. The modern or Englith

name is Latheren.—The parith was formerly divided into two

.. parithes at leaft, if not more. 1In the title-deeds of Borg, a

: part of the eftate of Dunbeath, it is defigned the rown and
' lands of Nether Borg, lying in the parifh of Dunbeath, and
fhire of Invernefs *.—The parifh is 27 miles in length along
the fea coft, and fromn 10 to 15 miles in breadth in different

parts.

Roads.—The principal, or only proper road from the
fouth to Caithnefs and Orkney, along the Ord of Caithnefs,
‘ ) which

* In the hiftory of the wars in Scotland, there is mention
.made, that, in confequence of fome diffenfions between the
Eails of SutusrLaNp and Carrunsss, the former fent 200
men into Caithnefs in February 1588, who over-ran the pari-
fhes of Dunbeath and Latheron in a hoilile manner.
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which divides Caithnefs from Sutherland, pafies through this
parith. This road, when it comes within a mile of the mi-
nifter’s houfe, divides itfelf into two roads, the one pafling
along the fea-fide to Wick, and the other crofling the coun-
try by the Caufaymire towards Thurfo.

Surface, Hills, Sea Coaft, Ssil, &c.—The appearance of
the parith is diverfified, partly flat and ‘partly hilly, or moun-
~ tainous.—The coaft is bold and rocky, rifing perpendicular,

in many parts 100 yards and upwards, above the level of the
_fea.—There are immenfe traéts of mofs and muir ground.—
There are three large hills or mountains (befides many fnal-
ler ones), Morvine, Scarabine, and Maiden-Pap. The top of
Morvine is fuppofed to be more than a mile above the level
of the fea. With a clear fky, one will fee from it a part-of
10.0r 12 different thires, There is a fine fpring near the
top of it.—The coaft is interfected by feveral firaths, on wa-
ters running from. the hilly part of the parifh towards the
fea, The firaths are furrounded with hills or high lands,
which are covered with heath or pafture, inter{perfed with a
little bruthwood. The foit in general is fharp, in fome parts
a firong rich clay, in others inclining to grit, or gravel, but
in moft parts interfperfed with maffes of detached. rocks, and
loofe ftones, thé naked rock appearing often in the arable
lands. The eultivated lands are generally (hallow, yet pro-
dultive of pretty heavy crops. What is not cultivated has

in general a poor appearance, excepting the pafture and
woodlands in the different ftraths.

Climate, Difeafes, and Longevity.—The climate in general
is dry and healthy.—The moft prevalent difeafes are fevers,
fluxes, and rheumatifms. Fluxes were very prevalent among
the common people in 1782 and 1783, owing, it is fuppofed,

to
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to the unfavourahle feafons, and the corns being damaged.
‘Why-rheumati{ms are much more frequent among the coun-
try people now than formerly, no other caufes can be aflign-
ed, than the immoderate ufe of fpirituous liquors, and that
they now wear linen next their fkin, inftead of a coarfe kind
of woollen ftuff of their own making, which they formerly
ufed to' wear. Secverals have died lately about go years of
age; one man in particular, HENrY CHRIsTIAN in Lyb-
fter, died in 1786, who could not be lefs than from 110 to
120 years of age, by his own account. He was confidered
as an old man in the infancy of the oldeft people alive in his
neighbourhood.

Mineral Springs, Rivers, Dh.r, &'c.—There are many
fprings in the parifh {lightly impregnated with'iron, though
none of any great importance.—There are three finall rivers,
Dunbeath, Langwall, and Berrindale. The two laft join with-
in 100 yards of the fea. In thefe rivers are caught falmon
and trouts.—There are two fmall lakes, Ranga and Stempfler,
where trouts and ecls are found. In the fide of the former,
there are the ruins of a fmall fortification, and contiguous-
to the latter, the remains of a Druidical temple, and the
arch-druid’s houfe.

Filberies.—There are no fewer than 20 different fpecies of
fith caught on this coaft. Befides the various kinds of fith
confumed by the inhabitants, fuch as turbot, fkate, haddocks,
whitings, cuddings, fellags, dog-fith, mackerels, flounders,
&c. there are three fithings carried on for exportation, the
cod and ling, the herring, and the lobfter. The cod fithing
has been carried on for many years. The ftations are Dun-
beath, Toife, and Clyth. The herring fithing was only at-
tempted within thefe four years, and promifes to be fuccefs-

ful.
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fal. The ftations are Dunbeath and Clyth. It is commonly
about the beginning or middic of July, before they appear
in fuch fhoals as to induce the fithermen to {hoot their nets.
‘This fithing continues to the beginning, or even the middle of
September. The lobfter fithing only commenced laft fpring,
(1793), and fuch numbers do they catch, that many of them
die before the fmacks take them away, the chefts being fo
full. The fations are Dunbeath and Lybfter. Two Eng-
lith companies have fent boats and crews to fith this feafon,
The inhabitants propofe to carry on the lobiter fithing a-
gainft next feafon. Thefc companies have a concern in the

cod and herring fitheries. There are from 40 to 50 boats
of different fizes in the parifh.

Propofed Harbours, dsc.—In order to improve the fitheries
on this coaft, nothing would be of greater importance than
having two or three good harbours. Dunbeath and Lybfter
feem to be the places beft calculated for this purpofe. Some-
thing might alfo be done at Clyth and Berrindale, at 2 mo--
derate expence. It would likewife be of advantage to get fome
fithermen to fettle from other parts, and to have the prefent
fithers confined to a houfe and garden, inftead of labouring
fmall tacks, as they do at prefent, which makes the fithing
but a fecondary confideration with them.

Population.— As the records have not been regularly kept,
the antient ftate of the population cannot be precifely afcer-
tained., This much, however, is pretty certai, that there °
are nearly double the number of inhabitants now, that there
were about 70 years ago, when Mr Andrew Sutherland, the
then incumbent, obtained an augmentation to his living.

PoruLa-
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POPELATION TaBLE oF THE PaRrisH oF LATHERON.

Number of males in 1791 - - - 1742
Females ——o - - 2204

——

Total number of Souls - - 40006
Ditto in 3755, as returned to Dr Webfter 3675

Increafe
Number of families - - -

Average of bapiifms - - -
Bitto of marrisges * - - -

Perfons below 10 yearsof age - - 1042

——— between 10 and 20 - -

——— e——— 20and 50 - - 1744

—_— §o0 and 60 - -
——— aged 6o and upwards - -

4006

Number of refident heritors - -
—— non-refident ditto - -
Families of Scceders (Antiburghers) -
Ditto of Roman Catholics - -
Number of weavers | - - -
Shoemakers - - -
Taylors - - -
Wrights - - -

e Mafons - - - -

S —— — smith’ - '- - -

Shop-keepers - - -

. 4
Number

* The number of deaths cannot be afcertained, as there are

8 different busial places in the pasith.

+ MoR of the tradefmen have fmall tacks of land, ia the cul

tivation of which a good deal of their time is taken up.
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_ Number of Inn-keepers and whitky fellers’ - 30
Men fervants - - - 114
‘Women ditto - - - 223

Church.—The prefent incumbent was fettled in September
1775. The ftipend has been lately augmented, and now a-
mounts to 1000 merks Scotch, befides 6o 1. Scotch for com-
munion elements, and 6 chalders of vitual, half meal half
bear. There is alfo a glebe confifting of 6 acres arable
ground, and fome grafs. Both church and manfc were
built about 6o years ago, They werc repaired foon after the
prefent incumbent’s admiffion. They are at prefent under-
going a trifling reparation..—Mifs Scot of Scotftarvet is pa-
tron.—There is.a miffionary at prefent employed, between
the extremities of this parith and the parith of Halkirk,
who is principally fupported by the people who have the be-
nefit of hearing him.—Excepting the few families above
mentioned, all the inhabitants belong to the eftablifhed
church.

Schools.—There is a parochial fchool. The mafter’s falary is
100 merks Scotch, with 20 1. Scotch for oﬁiciiiing‘ as feffion
clerk and precentor. He has alfo 6d. for every baptifm,
6d.. for cach certificate, and 1s. 7d. each for marriages.
—~There are 2 fchools eftablifed here by the Society-for
Propagating Chriftian Knowledge. There dre 3 or 4 other
fchools in diftant parts of the parifth, fupported by the inha~
bitants. ’

" Poor—The number of perfons commonly on the poor’s
roll is from 70 to 8o.—The only funds are the Sunday col-
letions, and the fines paid by delinquents ; the former is ve-
1y trifling, being fcarcely 3 1. Sterling. The confc.q'ugncq‘_is,

that

—




of Latheroms . &g

that fuch 6f them as are able to walk about, go from door to
dook, not oaly within the bounds of the parith where they re-
fide, but alfo in the neighbouring parifhes. Two caufes may
be affigned for the colletions being fo finall, namely, too great
a difregard to public worfhip among thofe of a fuperior jlo-
-#jom, and the poverty of the common clafles; together with
their being too fond of drinking whifky.

Rent.—The real rent is about 1gool. Sterling. The %as
lued rent, in Scotch moncy, is 39401, 14s. 5d.

Agriculture and Produce.—Fhere i: a good deal of grain
raifed in, and exported from this parith.«~There are three
kinds of oats, white, black, and grey, befides beans, potatoes,
and peafe.—Sowing of grafs and turnips is only in its infancy,
. This is no doubt partly owing to the thortnefs of the leafes,
and partly to the want of inclojures. The feed time come
meaces commonly about the end of March, ogdgginning of
April, and the harveft about the beginningg#' September.
The crops on fome of the ftrath grounds, jﬁ‘@‘ diftance from
the fea, are very apt to be hurt by frofts, Plafting, or mildew,
particularly on the Highland cftate of*Bracmore. The in-
habitants in thefe parts fuffered yalifmuch in 1782 and
1784. The common mode of farming among the tenantry
is to fow bear and oats alternately, excepting what ground
they lay down with potatoes. If the land in this parith had
the fame juftice done to it, which other parts have, by be. -
ing refted, and raifing green crops, there is no doubt that. it
would yicld as luxuriant crops as moft parts of Scotland,
But the cattle being {mall, little is dooe by the plough, They
go four a-breaft, and the driver goes backward, with his face
to the ploughman ard the cattle.

Yeou. XVIL 2 S Gattle,
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" Cattle, &'c.—~In the Highland part of the parifh the cattle
are fmall and hardy ; there is much room for the improve-
ament of them. The fheep and horfes are alfo of a fmall
kind, excepting Sir JouN SixcrLaIRr’s flock at Langwall.

Number of black cattle in the parith - - 405§

Sheep, exclufive of Sir JoHN SINCLAIR’s
flock - v e - - 2585

————— Sir Jorn Sincrarr’s flock of Cheviot theep 22¢0

e Houfes - - - - 1492
Ploughs - - - ‘. 343
e e Carts . = - - - - 45

Prices.of 'Labour and Provifions—Thefe two articles are
greatly increafed of late years. A day-labourer gets from
8d. to 1s.a day; women 4d. and 5d. Men fervants from
3L to 4l. befides 6 bolls of meal, or their maintenance in
the boufe; women fervants, befides maintenance, receive
from 30s. to 40s. a year. .~—Pork and mutton fell commonly
at 3d. the pound, and even beef in fome feafons of the year.
There is no market in the parith, nor any onc nearer than
206 or 30 mijes. The gentlemen, for the moft part, muft
therefore kill for their own ufe.

Services.~It were greatly to be withed that fervices were
entirely abolithed, as they are much ag'.unﬂ: induftry and
jmprovement. However, according to the prefent mode of
farming, fome fort of fervices may be abfolutely ncceflary.
Although unlimited fervices arc wearing outtby degrees, yet
they are flill continued in fundry refpeéts, which is both fla-
vith and detrimeatal to the tenants. They have a tendency
to hurt their morals, as well as to hinder induftry and im-
provement.

Antiguities,
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Aniiguities.~There are feveral old caftles along this coaft,
at Berrindale®, Dunbeath, (ftill inhabited), Knackinnon, La-
theron,

* According to tradition, WiLLiaM SuTHERLAND was the
Jaft who poflefled the caftle of Berrindale. He was called WiL.
s1am More MacxsHin, i e. Big WiLriawm, the fon of Hecrog,
implying that he was of a gigantic fize. He went to Orkney
with ope of the Earls of CaiTniss, and was killed in a fkir.
mifh there. Before he fet out on this expedition, it is faid he
was prepoflefled with the opinion, that he never would return
to his native country. He lay down on the ground above Ber-
rindale inn, contiguous to the burial place, and caufed the
length of his body to be cut out in the form of a grave, which
to this day retains the name of the long grave, and meafures
about g feet g inches. :

The following Memoir refpecling the gigantic WiLL1AM,
grandfon to HecTorR MoRrE ¢f LANGWELL, 'ba:
been communicated by anather hand.

About the end of the 15th century, Hrcror SuTnERLAND,
commonly called Hector Mors, or Meikle Hector, was proprie.
tor of the eftate of LancweLL, He was deicended of the fa-
mily of Durrus, and refided in a cafthe on the rock at the wa-
ter mouth of Berrydale, the ruins of which are Rill vifible He
bujlt a houfe at Langwell, for his eldeft fon William, who mar.
ried a beautiful woman, and refided there.—Some little time
afterwards, William’s wife was in child bed of her firft child,
and Robert Gun, tackfman of Braemore, came over the hills to
Langwell, accompanied by fome of his clan, on a hunting par-
ty. Robert Gun propofed to his friends, that they would pay
a vifit to He®or More’s fon, and his young wife, which they
accordingly did. Robert Gun, upon feeing the woman in bed,
fancied her. Upon their way home, Gun declared to his com-
panions, that be would have William Sutherland’s wife to him-
felf, and that the only means by which he could accomplith his
defign, was to take away her hufband’s life. His friends, whofe
confciences were not more firait laced than his own, having ap-
proved of his intention, they accompanied him the next day
over the hills, and lay in ambufh in the woods near William
Sutherland’s houfe, until they obierved him come out to his

) garden,
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thiron, Ferfs, Swinzee, and Clph. Thefc were piaces of
firength in the days of rapine and violence, Moft of thefe
‘ caftles

garden, when Robert Gun fhot him with an arrow from his
bow.-~They went immediately into-his houfe, took his wife oat’
of bed, and carried her and her infant child in a large bafket
they had prepared for that purpofe, to Bracmotre, where Gun
refided. How foon the mother recovered, the was reconciled
to Robert Gun, notwithftanding of his murdering her hufband.
She begged of him to call her infant fon William, after his de-
ceafed father, though fhe knew, had her hufband been alive, he
would have named him Hsctor, after his owa father He&lor
More. Robert Gun held the lands of Braemore of the Eark
of Caithnefs in tack, but he would pay oo rent o his Lordfhipa
After being much in arrears to the Earl, his Lordfhip fent John .
Sinclair o% Stircock, with a party of men under arms, to -
compel Gun to make payment; but Gun convened his clan,
and they defeated John Sinclair with his party, Several were
killed, and John Sinclair was wounded in the engagement.
This fhews that Robert Gun was both a #yrant and an s/urper.
Young William’s mother lived the remainder of her life with
Rabert Gun, and had two fons by him.—After thefe fons had
arrived at maturity, young William and they went one day a
hunting ; and William, being more fuccefsful than the other two,
killed a roe, which he defired his two brothers to carry home.
‘They obje@ed to this drudgery, and faid that he might carry
home his own prey himfelf. Buvt William, who by this time
had heard of his father’s tragical end, told them, with a me-
nacing afped, that, if they would not carry home the roe, he -
would revenge fome of their father’s a&ions upon them, which
intimidited them greatly, (though they were ignorant of the
caufe of his threateping), as they knew he had more perfonal
firength than them both, he being then about g feet high, and
flout in proportion ; they accordingly carried home the roe,
and told their mother that William had threatened them in
fuch 2 manner. She communicated this circum®ance to their .
_ father Robert Gun, adding, that fhe fufpe@ed William had .
heard of hjs father’s death, Robert Gun being afraid of young
William’s perfonal frength, withed to be in friendthip with him,
and propofed that he fhould marry his (Gun’s) filter, who re.
fided with them in the charadter of a houfe-keeper. William
did not relith the match, and would not accept of her. Soon
afterwards Robert Gun made a feaft at his houfe, where h;: egolé
. ¢
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eaftles ftood on a high rock above the fea, and cut off from
the land by a decp ditch with a draw-bridge. Part of the
walls

le@ed feveral of his friends, and by fome means or other got
yooing William fo much intoxicated, that he was carried to bed,
and Rubert Gua put his filter to bed wirh him.—~When Wils
Iiam awakened next morning, he was furprifed .to find Gua’s
fifter in bed with him.—She told him, he might recolleét that
the ceremonies of marriage paft beiwixt them the preceding
evening, and that fhe was now his lawful fpoufe. He got up
in a paffion, and declared that.h¢ was impofed upon, and that
he would hold no fuch bargain. _
Robert Gun flattered him, and faid, that as he was now mar.
ried to his lilter, he would make the match as agreeable to him -
as poflible, by putting him in pofletlion of the cltate of Lang- "
well ; and, in order to accomphth his promife, he, with a few
of bis conneions, concealed th miclves near He&or More’s -
caitle on the faid rock un:il ‘carly mn the morning when the
.draw- bridge was let Jown, they forced thew way into the caft
tle, and carricd He@or More (who was then an old teeble man)
out of his caftle, and left him in a cot honfe in thé neighboura
hood, where he remained for fome little time, and afterwards ~
went to Sutherland, and paffed the remainder of his days with
one of his relations, Suthetland of Rearchar. e
Robert 'Gun then returned in triumph to Braemore, and
condu@ted Willium Sutheriand and ‘his efpoufed wite to the
faid vaflle, and gave them alfo pefleffion of the eftate of Lanq'-
well—William being very miuch diffatisfied with Robert Gun's
condu@®, and not liking the company ef his fiter as a fpoufe,”
went .and complaine. of his grievances to the Earl of Caith.
nefs, who promifed him tedrefs as foon as he returned from the ™’
Orkneys where he was going to quell a rebellion, along’ with
the Baron of Roflin, and wifhed that he, (William ) being a very |’
‘lout man, wowdd accompany him. William confented to do F
fo; and returned to Berrvdale to bid his friends farewell before *
he would go on fo dangerous an expedition. JuRt as he was '
parting with them at the burial ground on the Breas, on theé’’
eaft fide of the wuter of Berrydale, he told his friends ‘that hef’
fufpe@ted he netver would return from Otkney ; he then faid’’
‘himfelf down on the heath near the faid burial ground, and de- "
fired his comparions to fix two flones in the ground, the one at
his head, and the other at his feet, in order to thew 5o potterity
his uncommon ftature ;3 which Rones :emain'thc‘i'e'mril. and the

cxak

.
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walls of the old caftle at Ackaifia/ ill remains entire *, sad
human bones are occafionally found in the roins.—There are
alfo the remains of many pictith caftles to be found interfper(-
ed throughout this parith, and likewife feveral artificial
cairns, fome of a {quare form, others circular. They are now
covered with grafs or heath. Some of them are fo high

' within,

exa& diftance between them is g feet g inches. Tradition alfo
mentions his height to have been above g feet. He went with
Lord Caithnefs, &c. to the Orkneys, where he, as well as the
Earl and his fon, were killed. This happened in the year 1530.
The caufe of the faid rebellion was this :—In the year 1530,
King James V. granted the iflands of Orkney to his natural
brother James Earl of Murray, and his beirs.male. Thg inha-
bitants took umbrage that an over.lord fhould be interpofed

" between them and the fovereign, and rofe in arms under tRe
command of Sir James Sinclair of Sandy. Lord Sinclair Ba-
ron of Roflin, and Sinclair Earl of Caithnefs, were fent
with a party of men to quell the rebels ; but the Iflanders de-
feated them, and the Earl with his fon, and William More Su-
therland, who accompanied them, were killed. The Caithnefs
men who furvived, carried back the Earl of Caithnefs’s hegd, ta
be interred in his Lordfhips burial place in Caithnefs.

¢ % The old caftle at Achaiftal was built and pofleffed by John
Beg, third fon to the Earl of Sutherland. In thofe times
parties of, robbers or freebooters ufed to infelt this county. A
party of thefe came to John Beg’s houfe, and infifted that he
‘thould pay a certain fum in name of tribute to them, other-
wife they would plunder his houfe, and carry away his cattle.
John Beg feemed very paffive to them, and entertained them
wery fumptuoufly, until he got them all intoxicated, by Rrong
ale mixed with the juice of might/bade, when he ordered them
to be conveyed to the upper apartments of his caftle. He then -
removed his family and furniture, and put thedi on board a
Yeflel at the water mouth of Berrydale; and hiving colle@ed
a great quantity of ftraw and brufb-wood into the lower part
his houfe, he fet fire to it, which foon deftroyed the robbers,
and confumed "all the caftle, ¢xcepting a part of thé walls.
John Beg returned, with his family, to Sutherland. Tradition
givesd no account of the time in which thefe tranfactions hap-
pened,
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mithin, that a perfon of an ordinary fize may almoft ftand
‘ere®.’ The walls are well built, and covered with flags.

Caves, &fc.—A great many caves are to be met with on
this coaft, fome of which rum up fo far under ground, that
none have been ablesto get to the end of them. They are
fnhabited by vat numbers of feals, many of which are kil. -
led by the inhabitants in the month of November, in their
fubterraneous habitations, The employment, however, is
dangerous ; for thould the wind blow hard from the fes,
thefe adventurers are in danger of being loft. »

- Advantages and Difadvantages.—This parith has fcveral ad-

vantages, The fea coaft, as has been obferved, abounds with.
great variety of fith. The prices of labour and provifions,
although increafed of late years, are ftill reafonable in com-
" parifon of moft other parts of the kingdom. As an a& of
Parliament has -lately been obtained to convert the ftatute
*Tabour into money, it is to be expected that good roads and
bridges, of which there is much nced, will be the happy con-
- fequence. The want of harbours is a very great difadvan-
tage. ‘There is not a proper one from Cromarty to Orkney.
And the want of proper markets for the productions of the’
parith is another. The thortnefs of leafes, and the want of
snclofures, are alfo great impediments to indufiry'and im-
provements in agriculture.—There are by far too many
whitky houfes in the parith, which is a great incitement to
the lower clafles of people, to hurt their health and morals,
and to confume their time and fubftance. The want of
juftices of the peace is anether great difadvantage. There
is only one gentleman who alls in that capacity, in this very
populous and extenfive parith. The confequence of this is,
that the police is very much neglefled. I the cafe wert
other-
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Qt‘hcrwifc.' many grievances would be redrefled, and shany

. diputes fettled, without going before the fheriff-coprt.~

" There is an old praice, which fiill prevails in fome placess

«nd which is very detrimen:al to hufbandry. It is common-
y termed rig and rennet. A number of tenants have their
“houfes perbaps clofe to onc another. Inftead of cvery one
having his land in one place, it is fcattered here and there,
feveral tenants having different fhares in one field, or a rig a

- .picee akternately. Befides flopping the progrefi of improve-

" mment, wrangling and firife among ncighbours, in fowing and
a¢ Feaping, are often the confequences. If fome manufadtures
~ uingpere eftablithed on this extenfive and populous coaft, they
;‘; would be of great confequence to the inhabitants. I they
-v1 dramk more beer, and lefs whifky, it would contribate great-

i *fy to their happinefs and comfort. Thefe, and fome other
’ “difadémtagcs, under which the inhabitants labour, will no

-3% doubt be remedicd in due time *.

¢

L ¢

* * @ Ag the boundaries between Caithnefs and Sutherland lie

in this parifh, it may not be improper to'give the following ac-
‘count of them, as inferted in M*Farlane’s Geographical Collec~
“tions, (A. M. 8. in the Advocates Library) vol. I p. 198, where
there is a defcription of the parith of Latheron. ‘

" ¢ The hill of the Ord is that which divides Sutherland and
& Caithnefs. 7be march is a finall rivulet, called the Burn of the
" Ord, which takes its rife from fome fprings near the top of

" -"<the hill.. The fouth fide of the hill is very ﬁeefp, floping all
al

% along to the top of a rock, which is many fathoms high.

* " Crofs the fouth fide of this hilt is the common paffage to and

7%’ss from this cobntry. The road hath not been fo very dange-

¢ rous as at firlt view it would appear to the traveller, for the

- thoeswhofe face of the hill to the tap of the rock has been covered

%" @ with heath, fo that though 2 perfon’s foot might flip, be was

“ not in great danger ; but whether throngh moor burning, or
& fome other accident, it hath happened fome few years ago,
¢ that the heath was all burnt, and now it Jooks more fﬁght%ul

" & than formerly, but the road, by the pains of Sir James Sin~

¢ clair ot Duabeath, is made fo broad that g horfes can conve-
' & piently
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¢t niently ride it abrealt. A /ifile 25 the eafi of the Burn of the
¢ Ord, awbich is the march, there is a pleafant green moat, called
«¢ the Dunglafs, as high as the top of the rock. Since the
&¢ heath was burnt, paﬂ'en‘gcrs, who obfervp, may fee the veftiges’
¢ of a ditch, digged up from the faid Dun, all along the top
s of the rock, until it come to a burn, near the top ofs the Ord,
¢ called Aultnuder, a fmall rivulet rifing from the morafles
s¢ gbout a mile above the top of the forefaid rock. The top of
4 the Ord is large'g miles of bad road to the fouth-weft of the
¢ churcbh.” . .

This feems to put the matter beyond all doubt, in addition
to which it may be obferved, that the mountain of the Ord is

- egprefsly included in the charters of Langwell. .

The people of Sutherland are ready to acknowledge that the
burn of the Ord is the boundary, but fome in the neighbour~
hood pretend, that they have acquired a fervitude of common
over the ground inthe neighbourhood, though fituated in the
county otg Caithnefs. Bot it feems impoflible that charters, re. -
Jiricded to lands in the county of Sutherland, can be the means of
acquiring even a right of common, over lands in another coun=
ty, that of Caithnefs.

The Burn of the Ord is certainly the natural diviion be-
tween the two counties ; and until the roads were made, the
cattle and theep of Sutherland could hardly get into Caithnefs
at that place. - ‘ o

When the roads were made, it was agreed by both parties to
begin at the burn of the Ord, as the point of divifion between
the two counties.

The point was incidentally decided at the Circuit
when the bridge was ordered to be bauilt over the Burn of the
Ord, as being the boundary.

Within thefe few years, Mr Howifon, who rents the kelp
fhores on the eaft coaft of Sutherland, as is afferted on the an-
thority of Mr Gordon, late of Aufdale, quarrelled his men for
going farther than the Burn of the Ord, being beyond their
right and privilege. )

Many old men now living can fufficiently prove the bounda-
ry in queftion. William Cimpbell, late of Aufdale, an old man
above 80, knew it well. .

A NUM-
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NUMBER IV.

PARISH OF PENCAITLAND.

(CouNTY AND PRESBYTERY OF HADDINGTON.—~SYNOD
oF LoTHiax AND TWEEDALE.

By the Rev. Mr HENRY SANGSTER, Minifler of Humbie.

Form, Extent, River, and Surface.

IT is nearly of the form of an oblong fquare, extending a-

boat 4 miles from E. to W. and 3 from S. to N. The
river Tyne, running in a direftion from W. to E. divides it
into 2 nearly equal parts, which rife from it by a gradual and
eafy afcent ; and the fouth, after rifing nearly to a level with
the north part, lopes gently to the fmall rivalet of Kinchey,
which divides this from the parith of Ormifton.

8oil, Cultivation, and Produce.—The foil in general is wet
and clayey, and confequently not adapted for the turnip fyf-
tem. The old Eaft Lothian mode of farming is to be met
with here, and not the beft mode even of it. Upon two
farms, indeed, where the foil is fit for raifing turnips, that
fyftem is adopted, and, in the execution of it, there appears
a great degree of fkill and attention. One of them, poflef-
fed by Mr ALExanDER WIGHT, writer to the fignet, has
exhibited, for fome years paft, a ftate of cultivation not fur-
pafied, if equalled, in any part of this county. )

Vor. XVII, E Farms
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Farms and Rents.—Land lets from 12 5. to 36 5. per acre.
The farms are of various fizes : They are not too large, mor .
are they of that diminutivefize, which, though it may give
‘the appearance of population to a country, muft prevent the
markets from being fupplied to that degree with grain, that
is requifite for the fuccefs of manufatures, and will always
produce a difpirited and unfkilful tenantry.: The valued rent
is 6519 1. 8s. 4d. Scotch, The real.rent may be fomewhat
above 3000 I. Sterling.

Minerals and Mineral Waters—Free ftone is found in ma-
ny places, and there are two quarries of it for fale. Coal
abounds in this diftri. It has hitherto been dug only in
two places, in the higher grounds; the onc on the fouth and
the other on the north fide of the Tyne. From thefe pits
coal is obtained for a great part of the fouth and eaft diftridts
of this county, and a good deal is carried to Lauderdale. A
pit has alfo been funk lately near the Tyne, and an engine is
ereQing for clearing away the water, as the feam of the coal.
lies much deeper than the bed of the water. Lime-ftone
may probably be found in many places ; kilns, however, are
ercéted only upon the eftate of Pencaitland ; and fome idea
may be formed of their extent, from the circumftance of 45
cart-loads of coal, weighing each 1§ cwt, being frequently
ufed in the fpace of a week for-burning the ftone.—There
. are feveral fprings of water of the mineral kind, They have
never met with much attention from the public; but are
held in high eftimation by the common’ people, for fcorbutic
diforders. . ‘

Climate and Difeafes,—The air is more falubrious than
might be expe&ted in a fituation fo low, with the Tyne, a

muddy flow running water, paffing through the middle of it,
and
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and many detached trees upon its banks, and in hedge-rows,
in general “through the parith. Local diftempers are un.
known. After a late or wet harveft, putrid fevers, indeed,
are prevalent 3 and in thefe cafes, the adminiftrators of the
“poor’s funds give affiftance, where it is neceflary, with their
ufual humanity furnithing medicines, and paying for the at-
tendance of a furgeon.

Woods.—There are 155 acres of natutal wood, confiting
of osk and birch, and about 191 are planted with foreft
trees. Sir Andrew Lauder has kept a regifter of the increaf-
ed fize of a number of trees near his houfe, and intends to
continue it. The following is an extradt from this regifter:

Feet.  Inches.
Girth of an elm *, in 1788, 3 feet above the

ground - - - -~ 8 23
Ditto of ditto, in 1793, = - 5 11,

' Medium annual increafe - o0 12
Girth of an oak *, in 1788, at the fame height, 3 6
Ditto of ditto in 1793, - - 4 2%

'~ Medium annual increafe -« o 133

Around Wirton Houfe t there are feveral uncommonly fine
trees. Some beautiful artificial banks have alfo been formed
near the houfe, at the time it was built ; but the whole now,
by being totally neglected, and though the fite of the houfe

is

#¢ Both thefe trees were 40 years old, and each of them in-
creafed 2% inches in oae of thefe years.

4 This was a fpacious building, erefed in the year 1619 for
Lady WixTon, at the advice of a favourite of hers, an archi-
te&, .when the Earl propofed to her the alternative of an addi-
tion to her jointure, or a houfe, and fhe chofe the latter.

- ta_ad
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is pleafant, has a fombre appearance, and inftantly fills the
mind of the fpeftator with the idea of the folly of engaging
deeply in faction, whereby an cRate, (of which this is a part),
more valuable and more commodious than any other of the
fame fize in Scotland, was loft for ever to its owners. The
young woods on the eftate of Fountainhall, it has been ob-
ferved, have of late fuffered much from fquirrels, which
were introduced fome years ago at_Dalkeith, and have fpread
to this neighbourhood. They have attacked the Scotch firs
in the proportion of about 1 in 20, and almoft every larix
and elm. Already many of cach of them are killed. If the
harm they do in other places be as great, and be progreflive
as they multiply, this intended improvemént will be unfor-
tunate. : '

Population—TFrom the number of births regiftered during
the laft 10 years, compared with a like period at any time
fince 1750, it would appear that the population has been in-
creafing in that degree which might be expeéted in a diftrick
like this, where the whole inhabitants are not employed in
agriculture. This may be the more readily admitted as fuf-
ficient evidence of the fa&t, that in the country parifhes, ma-
ny of the common people, fince the date of the tax upon the
regifiration of baptifms, do not regifter the births in their
familles; a' circumftance to be regretted, as it may, in the
courfe of cvents, be attended with bad confequences to their
pofterity. From various enumecrations, however, taken at
different periods, it is certain that the increafe has been by

_no means uniform, as will appear from the following table.

PoruLa-
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PorurLaTION TABLE oF THE PaRISE oF PENCAIT-
LAND. ’

Number of fouls, as returned to Dr Webfler in 1755  g10
Ditto, as ftated in an accurate lit drawn up by Sir
ANDREW Laupsn, (a refiding heritor), in 1779 886

Decreaft in 24 years 24
Ditto, by another accurate enumeration, in July 1793, 1033

Increafe in 14 years * 147
Exa¢t increafe within thefe 38 years 123
Namber of fouls in the villages - - - §I12
in the country - - - 521

PROFESSIONS, &c.
Minifter - - 1 Shoemakers - - 2
Hieritors, refident - . 3 “Tailors - - 5
Ditto, non-refident - 4 Weavers - - 9
Farmers - L - 9 Smiths - - 3
Mafons - - 4 Dyer - - I
Carpenters - - 4 Bleacher - - I
Colliers, and their fami- Teacher - - 1
lies - - 110 Ion-keepert - - 1

Roads,—The roads are not in good repdir. This is to be
accouanted for, from the nature of the foil, a deep wet clay,
the

* The increafc during that period has been occafioned chief-
lJy by the houfes, lately ere®ed by Joun Hamirrox, Efg; of
Pencaitland, for his colliers, whofe numbers, including their fa-
milies, being 1 10, the increafe, independent of that circumftance,
has been, during the above period, 37.

4 The other inhabitants are employed in the lime-works,
and the different occupations of hufbandry.
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the diftance from materials, the fituation of the parith as 2
thoroughfare for the country, and efpecially from the paf-
fage upon them for coal and lime from a great part of Eaft
Lothian. The county, however, have at laft turned their at-
tention to thefe particulars, and have this year allocated a
confiderable fum for one, and ereted a toll-bar upon another
of the great roads; by means of which, it is expeted they
will be put into good repair, and prove, in that event, of
much utility to the country. Notwithftanding the bad ftate
in which the roads in general-are, much has been done for
them by Sir ANDREW LAUDER, on the fouth fide of the
Tyne. From his accurate reports, given in annually to the
juftices of: the peace, it appears, that, befides the faithful ap-
plication of the ftatute money, he has, from the year 1770 to
this prefent date (February 1794), expended gool. and in
proportion for other roads, befides thofe on his own eftate 3
and there is reafon to believe, that a fimilar expenditure may
be expe@ted from him for the future. Commendation is
here by no means neceffary, but a with may perhaps be ex~
prefled, that proprictors in general would fhew a like atter-
tion to that obvious fa&t, that good roads are the firft and
moft beneficial improvement to a conntry. ‘

Villages.~There are 4 villages, viz. Eaffer and Wefler Pem.
castlands, Winton, and Nifbet. In thefe all the trades people
refide. In the village of Nifbet there are 2 weavers, who
employ 8 looms for country work. They are the only wea-
vers in the parith who are independent of the farmers, and
confequently emplay additional hands. This little faé, per-
haps, deferves notice. In the formation of villages, proprie-
tors have too gencrally favoured the introdution of trades
people, from the fole confideration of raifing their rent-roll,
by letting a very few acres at a much higher rate than far-

mers



of Pencaitland. 39

mers could pay for them, It would be better policy, as well
as more gratifying to every liberal mind, to permit this ne-
ceflary and important clafs of people, to fit at very eafy rents,
and free from every fervitude to the farmers. In this wap
‘they would feel themielves comfortable, and be pleafed with
their fituation, Farmers, and confequently landholders,
would reap eflential advantages from the increafe of their
numbers, and their thriving condition ; and there would be
no neceflity for their retiring to the great towns, and increaf-
ing there, the mafs of an unhealthy and debauched rabble.
The above 4 villages contain only §12 fouls; but it is better
that this number fhould occupy 4 villages than one. There
is a fallacy in the idea, that villages in the country are in a
more thriving ftate the more populous they become ; for in

the fame proportion as they contain above 200 fouls, they - |

will be found to be declining, often in induftry, and always
in morals, Ifroprictors, therefore, in the country, who have
proper ftations for villages, would confult utility as well as
ornament, by the ereétion of two fmaller, inftead of one large
village. And while they give every reafonable encovrage-
ment and fecurity to villagers, they fhould be equally cautious
relative to feus, as the proprictors of them, when neceffarily
removed, are too apt, rather than fell their property, to let
it to any beggar or vagabond. .
Provifions and Wages.—Provifions of all kinds have rifen

in their price one third completely, during the laft 20 years.
A hen cofts 13, a chicken 6d. eggs 4d. per dozen, butter
9 d. per pound, cheefe 6d. The rife of wages has been pro-
portional during the above period. A labourer reccives daily
- 10d. in winter, and 1s. in fummer. A young man fit for
farm work, receives maintenance and 71. for the year. A
farm fervant, who lives in his own houfe, has an annual in-

come
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come of 141 The wages of an able workman at the lime-
kilos are 15d. and, at picce work, he may earn 2s. 6d.
The colliers are paid by the quantity of coal they throw out,
and have a free houfe, together with coals for fuel. A col-
lier, with a bearer, at the rate of working 4 or 5 days in the
weck, carns 65 L annually. Thefe great profits, as might be
expellted, are, in general, thrown away in a very injudicious
manner, which tends not a little to produce a fearcity, and
to raife the price of coals at the pit. It were, therefore, to
be wifhed, now that they have got their liberty, that fome
meafure could be taken, from which they might find it ne-
ceffary to ufe it with more difcretion. This general firic-
ture applies by no means to the colliers on the eftate of
Fountainhall, fome of whom are decent in their morals, and
in affluent circumftances. Perhaps the fmallnefs of their
number preferves them, in fome degree, from that diffipa«
tion which fo generally chara&terifes that clafs of people, and
on account of which alone, can they be deemed, by the pub-
lic, unworthy of their great earnings.

Bleackfields and Mills, &'c.—There is one bleachfield, and
there are 1 lint, 1 ftarch, 1 thread, 4 barley, and 4 corn
mills. There are feveral thrething mills, and one in particu-
lar built lately on the eftate of Fountainhall, which is
wrought by water, and, it is faid, perforins fome additional
operations above any other hitherto ere@ted. A confider-
‘able improvement is evidently obtained by thefe threfhing
mills, when they are driven by water; but when horfes muft
be employed, it is not to be rated high. In this diftrict
there are many circumftances favourable to the introdu@ion
and fuccefs of manufaétures ; but here, as in the Lothians in
general, this iufporﬁnt national objeét meets with lefs atten-
tion than in other parts of Scotland, where difficulties, that

do
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© do mot exift here, are encountered, and happily over-

come *,

Ecclfiaftical State.~Mrs HaMiLTOR of Belhaven is -pa-
tronefs.—The value of the living is go L.—The glebe is {mall,’
but of excellent foil. The church is in good repair, and fite
ted up in a decent manner. . No where are the people more
regular in their attendance upon public worfhip ; and, as the
example of fuperiors is never without its effe, this is to
be afcribed, in a great meafure, to the attention which the
refiding heritors have paid to the public inftitutions of reli-
gion. Their condu&, in this refpe@, is richly entitled te
much praife, both in a political and moral view. The higher
claflfes, may act from a principle of bomour; the lower never
did, nor ever will, If thefe, therefore, are fet free from the
influence of a religious principle, no regulations which -this
age, cnlightgned as it is, may be pleafed to fubflitute in its
room, will command that fuberdination, without which there
is an end of all order and happinefs in fociety. Without the
confolations to be derived from their profpets of future hap-

Vor. XVIL F ' pinefs,

® An attempt was made, indeed, a few years ago, to eftablith
a woollen manufa&ure in this country, and many gentlemen
and farmers became fubfcribers, and were to be in the dire@ion -
of it j—two circumitances, either of which will always be fatal
to any fimilar undertaking. The nature of manufa&ure will
not admit of fpeculation, nor accord with affociations or
extenfive beginnings. Succefs is only to be expe&ed, in any
branch of manufaQure, from perfons completely bred in
that line, and invited, by favourable circumftances, to com-
mence it : And the more numerous, though fmall, the begi -
nings, the better. An extenfive proje&, when it fails, and it
frequently will, for obvious reafons, impreffes the public mind
with the idea of the impoflibility of carrying on any fuch ma-
nufature to advantage ; whereas, in fad, nothing might bave
been more eafy, if it had been condu@ed folely by a fkilful in-
g‘i);iiual, at his own rifk, and with a view to & modgrate livelie
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pinefs, they mutft feel themfelves miferable under the pref-
fures of their prefent lot, and will readily look with envy at
the more fortunate condition.of others.—There are a very
few fectaries®, who have occafionally come into this from
neighbouring diftricts. ’

School.—The average number of fcholars is go. The pay:
ments are, for reading, 1s. 2d.; for writing, 15.6d.; for
arithmetic, 2 5. quarterly. The falary, which was 100 merks,
was doubled fome months ago by the heritors, upon a peti-
tion from the fchoolmafter. This is the more fingular, as
it was in this county that the oppofition originated, againft
the requeft of the fchoolmafters of Scotland, for fome fmall
addition to their falaries. Such landholders as are averfe from
this meafure, are fill, it feems, to be informed of the good con-
fequences, that have followed from the education which the
‘common people have received at their parifh fchools ; other-

wife they would not, probably, hefitate to raife thefe ufeful
members of fociety to a fituation as lucrative, at leaft, as that

of a ploughman. It was ‘no doubt a queftion in policy,
Whe-

® Tt is fomewhat remarkable, that during the incumbency of
the late Mr GeorGe ANDeRSON, a period of 36 years, not ome
mdividoal of his parithioners left the eftablifhed church. This
fa&, though not without a parallel, is to be accounsed for, with-
out doubt, front the prudence of his deportment, and the modera-
tion of his principles, in conjun&ion with the example of the heri.
tors. Indeed it will be generally found, that every clergyman, of a
fimilar defcription, if aided by the attendance of the refiding he-
ritors upon the public ordinances of 1eligion, will lead his
hearers, in the fpace of a few years, into the fame train of
thinking with himfelf. This, it way be hinted, is the meafure
to be employed for checking the Seceflion, rather than baving
1econfe (0 fehifin overtures, or inquiries conceminﬁ the growth
of fehifm, which have agitated the public mind at different times,
anu were better calculated, than any thing which the Seceders
themiclves could have devifed, for promating the growth ef
fchifm, . :
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Whether the common people fhould receive education ? Hu-
manity revolts from the idea. Fa&ts prove ignorance to be
pernicious. :

" Peor—The fum expended annually for their fupport is

- nearly, at an average, 70 l. In the year |7hz, it was 1121l
None below 60 years of age are received upon the penfion
lift, as an admiffion, it is thought, to an aliment that is cer-
tain, at an earlier period, might be unfriendly to their induftry,
and to the honeft pride, which ought to be cherifhed in the
loweft claffes, of eating their own bread. When any, how-
ever, below that age, are in diftrefs, they never fail to reteive
a proper fupply ; and the fum givcn' away in this manner,
is not lefs than what is expended for the penfion lift.—No
where, probably, do the poor receive a larger allowance, or
meet with more cordial attention. Indced the funds of the

" parith, though they have entirely arifen, excepting a dona-
~ tion of 100l from colle&tions fince the year 1704, are now
fo confiderable as to fupply thefe charitable d=mands, and
preclude any chance of an affeflment at a future period. The

. pradlice followed hitherto by the refiding heritors, of not al-
lowing the colletions to be leflened, by their occafional ab-
Jence from public worfbip, has tended greatly to increafe thele
funds. 'Were this pratice to take place in other parithes;
and to be adopted alfo by mon.refiding heritors, (and no gobdr
rcafon can be affigned why it fhould not), it is likely that
sffeflinénts, fo much and fo juflly dreaded, would, in moft
cnfcs, be avoided: For though the farmers know they have
only a temporary intereft in thefe funds, and the loweft clafs
arc aware that it belongs not to them, in any view of thé
matter, to maintain the poor, it is not to be doubted that
both thefe claﬂ'e: would continue, as huhcrto, from a relie

' gious
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gious principe, to throw in their mite, if they faw a propor-
tional contribution from the whole heritors.

Charaiter and Mode of Living.—The people in general are
fatisfied with their condition, and are induftrious. It is not
remcmbered that an inhabitant of this parifh has been pu-
nifhed by the civil magiftrate for any crime. All of them
can at leaft read the Bible; and the greateft part of the
young men, whofe parents could afford but little for their
education, attend the fchoolmafter in the winter evenings;
who, for a fmall confideration, teaches them writing, and
the common rules of arithmetic, by which means they ac-
quire good habits, and become ufeful as farm and family fer-
vants.—The mode of living has become more expenfive than
formerly among the farmers.—The loweft clafs of people
confine their tafte and expence to their drefs ; and in this
refpeét they are not behind others in the neighbouring dif-
tri®ts. In confequence of this rage for finery, though much
more harmiefs, in every view, than tea and dram drinking,

(which pervade almoft every town-and great village), the -

common people, in the country through Scotland, will be
found at prefent to be living almoft as poorly as they did 50
years ago, when their income was one half lefs ; for it is by
no means to be placed to the account, (as fome feditious fpirits
have of late thamelefsly attempted to perfuade us), of the bur~
den of government taxes, which, it is well known to every
perfon, duly informed about the matter, amount not to more
annually than 2s. 8d. on the neceflary articles of confump-
tiop, in the family of a farm fervant, confifting of 6 perfons.

NUM. '
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NUMBER V.

PARISH OF LECROPT.

{(PRESBYTERY OF DUNBLANE.—~SYNOD aND COUNTIRS
oF PERTH aAND STIRLING.)

Drawn sp by the Rev. Doflor JaMES RoBERTsON, Minifer
of Callander, from Materials furnifbed by the Rev. Mr
Joun Kinnoss, Minifier of Lecropt.

Etymology of the Name,

ECROPT is derived from two Gaclic words, which fig-
nify one balf firm or dry land, alluding to the natural
divifion of the parifh into high and low, dry and wet foil.
One half is upland or elevated ground, the other is adead flat
of clay land, which muft have been one continued morafs,
-when the fea retired from the extet‘gﬁve valley, in which the

Forth now winds its way to the ocean.

Situation, Form, Rivers, Extent, Surface; ¢9'c—About two

thirds of this parith are fithated within the county of Perth,
and one third in the county of Stirling. Its latitude is 56°.
“11. N. and its longitude 47’. W. of Edinburgh.~Its form
is not far removed from an equilateral triangle.—~The river
Feath bounds it on the S. W. where it meets the Forth and
the Allan on the E. The fouthern point is where the Allan

falls into the united ftreams of the other two. From E. to
W.
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* W. it extends about 3 miles, and nearly about as much from
N. to S. [t contains about 2000 acres of ground, one half
of which is a rich clay, the other half up-land, or what is
generaily called dry-field. The clay foil on the fouth is di-
+ wvided from the up-land by a beautiful bank, which croffes the
parith, almoft parallel to the north fide, and nearly at one
third of the diftance between it and the fouthern extremity.
~—In all the clay land therc is not a fingle ftone or pebble;
it is therefore inclofed and fubdivided with hedge and ditch,
or with open drains. The up-land, which is feparated from
the carfe by the bank, and rifes- backward with a gentle af-
cent, is alfo inclofed, either with ftone walls, or hedge and
ditch. -

Profpest.—From the bank up Lecropt, there is one of
the fineft profpeéts in this part of the ifland, which has
been always admired by every perfon of tafte. The
¥orth, the Teath, and the Allan unite their fireams,
and form the largeft river in North Britain, in the cham-
paign country, on the fouthern borders of the parith.
Their waving banks being clad with the richeft .crops, the
fnug fteadings of farms, the hedges neatly trimmed, the
lofty trees, through which the fmoke afcends from the dwel-
lings, and the bufy hand of man, engaged in the various o-
perations of agriculture, beautify and enrich the fcene.—Oa
the oppofite fide of this fertile valley, the Caftle of Stirling
rears its head in rude inagniﬁcence, on the fummit of a rock,
and leads the mind to review the hiftory of years that are
paft, when it was the refidence of the antient kings of Scot-
land. The huge rock of Craigforth on the one fide of the
Caftle, and the Abbey Craig on the other, form, with the
Caftle itfelf, three vaft and detached piles, about the
diftance of a mile from cach other 3 and, like the pyramids
of
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of Egypt, look down on an extenfivé tratt of flat country,
where no other eminence intervenes *. The tower of the
abbey of Cambufkenneth, in one of the finks of the Férth,
where the athes of the weak and unfortunate Jaugs III. reft
in peace from the tumault of civil difcord, and the conflict of
contending faQtions ;—the ftately bridge of Stirling, through
which the Forth holds his majeftic courfe to the ocean ; his
long circuitous links, through innumerable farms and thrive’
ing villages, and the floops failing along thefe links in all di«
reions, amidft trees and houfes, feaft the eye with the plea-
fant profpe(t, and delight the mind with the grateful idea of
induftry and of wealth,—The diftant hills of Dundaff, on
the fouth-weft, (ftill the property of the defcendants of that
gallant hero who broke the Roman barrier), the hills of Fal-
kirk on the fouth, famous for the bloody rencounter between
Literty and Defpotifm ; the green Ochils on the eaft, piled on
one another § Ben-var-Jich + on the north; Benledi§ and Ben- .
Jomend § on the weft, which raife their venerable heads to the

clouds,

® Thefe malfes, and all other detached rocks, and many of
our mountain rocks, in this part of the world, prefent a rugged
front usiformly to the weft, and have a tail of earth in the oppo- .
fite diredtion. The weftern coaft of Britain, and moft other
iflands, prefent a beld fhore of high rocks, while the land on
. the eaft flopes generally by an incﬁned plane, and dips gradually

into the fea. , The Britifh rivers, for the mof part, Eow eaft-’
ward. ‘This is the cafe in many other countries, efpecially in
America. Whether this phenomenon be owing to ‘the current
of the general deluge, or to the dire&ion in which the earth re-
volves round its axis, or to the eaftern inclination of the coun-
try, is perhaps uncertain ; but there appears to be no doubt,
that it is owing to fome general caufes and there is as little
doubt, that a large fone, or a rock,.in a river which is not very
rapid, gathers a tail on that {ide to which the current flows.

+ The mountain of grea; flagy.

.. §§ For the etymology of thefe names, fee the account of
Carraxpsx, Vol, XI. No. L.
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¢clouds, all diverfify the landfcape, add grandeur ¢o the prof-
pedt, and prepare the foul for contemplation.

8oil, Cultivation, Minerals, ¢’c.—~The foil in the carfe has
been rendered more produitive, by draining the fwamps, by
laying a greater quantity of lime annually on the land than
ufed formerly to be done, and by fireighting the ridges in
feveral places. The foil in the higher grounds is in general
Joam upon a till bottom, and in many places a fiff till, with~
out any mixture of loam, efpecially where the land is fpouty.
A great part of the upland, fo lately as 20 years ago, was
covered with furze and broom, which have been grubbed out
by the farmers, fince the knowledge of improvement, and
the defire of induftry have been introduced into this coan-
try ; and their labour has been amply rewarded by abundant
crops. The land, where furze ufed to grow, is now a firong
gencrous {oil ; and its firength may in every cafe be eftima-
ted by the fize and luxurisnce of the whins, in its natural
ftate. The foil which carries broom, in its uncultivated ftate,
is not {o ftrong- as the former; but it is a trufty foil, and
will make good returns of the ordinary crops, when teaderly
dealt with, and allowed occafionally to reft in grafs,. Where
whins and broom are mixed, the foil is ftrong or light, in
the degree in which cither of thefe prevails; and to encou-
rage the hufbandman flill farther, fuch land feldom requires
draining, where thefe plants are found. Blocks of granite
have been blown in different places off the higher grounds,
and removed at confiderable expence; and land which was
lately in a ftate of nature, lets now at a guinea an acre in
pafture. Where the foil was fpouty, at the fkirts of the hills,
covered drains have been made; but in the clay land the
drains are all open.

Climate,
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. Climate, Difeafes, and Longevity.—In the carfe, intermittent
fevers were very frequent fome time ago, occafioned, princis
pally, by the dampnefs of the country ; but fince the ground
has been drained, and the inhabitants are more comfortably
lodged and fed, all diftempers, arifing from a relaxed habit,
are ncither fo common nor féevere.—There is nothing extra-
ordinary in the ftature or longevity of the people. About
the beginning of 1794, there died in the carfe a perfon aged
93- Several perfons, now alive, enjoy good health at the
age of 80. The people in general are healthy and hardy, °
inured, from their infancy, to the laborious exercifes of agri«
culture, which, by their improved ftile of living, they are
not only enabled to undergo with fuccefs, but with comfort
and eafe,

Produce, {'c.—The produce is wheat, barley, oats, pca{'c,
beans, clover, and rye-grafs ; and in up-lands lefs wheat and
beans, but in their place more turnips, flax, and potatoes of
various kinds,—The wheat is fown in the latter end of Sep-
tember, and during the whole month of O&ober, ufually af-
ter fummer fallow, The farmers begin to fow peafe and
beans in February, and oats as early in March as the feafon
will allow. The fowing of barley is generally finithed by
the 1ft of May. Potatoes are planted about the middle of
May, which is alfo the feafon for the barley feed time in the
up-land. The turnips arc fown in June. The wheat yiclds
about 10 bolls an acre, having 8 or 10 chalders of lime laid
on the preceding fallow. The harveft begins about the mid-
dle of 'Auguft, and is finithed in 6 weeks thereafter, when the’
feafon is favourable. The wheat fells generally at 21 3. and
fometimes more, by the boll ; the barley from 1 8s.t0 225s.3
meal commonly at 16s. The barlcy is fomcnmes fown by
itfelf, and fometimes mixed with C'hcﬁc; bear. -The oats,

Vor. XVII, G moft
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moft frequently cultivated in thissparith, are the old Scotch
kind. The Cupar Grange fpecies is alfo introduced. The
beans have always a mixture of about one-third of peafe.

Wages and Prices of Provifions,—Servants wages have rifen
confiderably within thefe few years, A bred ploughman
cannot be hired for a year under gl. or 10l.; a maid.fer~
vant charges 3 1. and upwards. Common labourers get 1 s.
a day and their vi€tuals, Beef fells at between 4d. and g d.
per lib.; mutton commonly at 4d.; a pair ef good barn
fowls at 2s. 6d.; eggs at 6d..or 8d. the dozen; butter at
10 d. the lib.; and cheefe at 4d.

" Farm Houfes.—The farm houfes have lately undergone
great improvements, owing to the general fpirit of induftry,
and the defire of convenience, which has been fpreading for
fome years through this part of the kingdom, in every de-
partment of rural economy ®, The dwellings are well light-
ed, and confift of 3 or more apartments ; and the farmers
have generally a clock in every famnily, and other furniture
in proportion, comfortable and convenient.—They have kilns
for drying grain, with brick floors, and fome with caft iron
floors. :

Cattle.—In the carfe farms, few black cartle are kept, but
they pay great attention to the rearing of horfes. In the
more

* About 20 years ago, the houfes were meanly conftruded,
without light, without air, and without accommodatian, which
muft have been very injarious to the health of the inhabitants,
and, together with the wetnefs of the foil, proved the concomi-
tant caufes of premature old age, and of many local diftempers.
The late ArcuHisaLp StirriNGg of Kier, and moft of the other
proprietors, at the end of the laft leafes, inclofed and fubdivided
the farms, built neag fteadings of houfes ig centrical places, and
covered them with files or blue flates, .
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more clevated parts of .the parifh, the farmers rear more
cows, and pay confiderable attention to the dairy, which to
them is a great fource of profit. Their foil is well adapted
for pafture, whereas the clay foil is more produétive in bear-
ing crops of grain. There is no mountainous ground in the
parifh, and therefore there are no fheep farms; fome large
inclofures, which are let to graziers, are ftocked with fheep :
And from the richnefs of their grafs, and their vicinity to
the market, they make good returns. ,
Mofs.—~1It is evident, from a variety of circumflances, that
the flat land in this neighbourhood was formerly covered
with a firatum of mofs. This mofs was compofed of the de.
ciduous parts of trees, which fprung up from the rich bed
of clay that was expofed, when the fea retired from that ex-
tenfive valley, in which the Forth flows from the head of
Monteath to Borrowftounnefs. Marine fhells are found in
the body of this clay. The roots of large trees are found
adhering to its furface, and their trunks and branches are
mingled with the mofs above ; which is a fufficient proof
that there was no mofs when the trees were growihg ., o

W‘MI

® By what caufe thofe trees, which in this valley are moftly
oak, were felled, is not, perhaps, fo evident ; but by whatever
caufe this took place, when the trees fell, the whole plain muft
have been an immenfe and wild morafs, when the water from
the higher grounds was interrupted in its progrefs, and render.
ed flagnant by ledves, and branches, and large logs of wood.
The richnefs of the foil below would foon produce a rank
growth of the long grafles, and other plants peculiar to marfhy
ground. When the furface was fomewhat confolidated by the
annual decay of thefe plants, it would become a vaft quag-mire,
acquiring a gradual confilency, enabling it to carry heath on
“the top. From being flow mofs it would become firmer, efpe.
cially at the fides, where there was lealt water, and where the
mofs was lefs deep, by reafon of the higher ground dipping in-
t

0

*
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Woods and Orchards.—There is a great variety of planted
trees on the higher grounds, which thrive well, fhelter the
country,

to it by an inclined plane.—The rivers being fcarcely able to
force their way through this defert, on which no four-footed
creature durft venture for a long tra& of time, depofited their
tribute of flime, and meliorating particles of fine earth, upon
the banks which produced a ftrip of rich land along their courfe.
Thefe ftrips of fine arable land, on the brinks of the rivers, are
ftill difcernible in all this country, while mofs, in many places,
retains its antient poffeflion, between them and the higher
grounds farther back, by which it is furrounded. It is alfo
probable, that thefe banks of earth, formed on the verge of the
rivers, contributed to hold back the water in the morafs, and
to increafe its depth, or the altitude of the mofs, as they grew
higher, by a continual acceflion of more foil with every inunda-
tion.

This may be the manner in which all deep moffes are formed.
The thin firatum of mofs on dry ground, which is produced
folely by the leaves, and other deciduous parts of heath, is en-
tirely out of the queftion. All moffes, of any confiderable
depth, are found in beds of greater or lefs extent, according to
the diltance of the rifing grounds, or other obftru&ions by
which the morafs was inclofed,” wherein they were formed. It
is an abfurdity to alledge, that peat earth grows, any more than
other earth. No fpecies of earth has vegetable life. It indeed
produces plants which have vegetable life, and thefe plants, re-
turning to their firft principles, increafe the mold. The plants
which grow on dry ground, when not carried off, add to the
ftaple of the foil, and form a mold, fimilar in its qualities to
that on which they grew; and the plants, which are natural to
Jand-locked moraffes, (among which that plant, ftrictly called
mfs, is always to be found), the leaves, and branches, and bark
of trees, where they happen to fall, uniformly produce a black
mold, known by the name of peat carth.

In the middle of the carfe of Lecropt, there remained, till of
late, 6o acres of mofs, originally formed in this manner. The
people in the adjacent farms weré in the praQice of cutting
peats from it, which rendered the mofs very irregular. The
low mofs at the fides was from 4 to 6 feet deep, and the high
mofs in the middle from 7 to 10 feet. This mofs was, about 8
years ago, taken in leafe from Mr Stirling of Kier, by a far-
mer in the neighbouring parith. He was baflled at firft in ma-
ny attempts to carry off the mofs ; but by wawearied perfeve-

rance
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country, and are highly ornamental and ufeful. Jn this pa-
rith there are 10 orchards, § larger and § lefs, which, ig fa-
vourable feafons, yield a confiderable quantity of apples, peass,
and plumbs, There is alfo a large natural wood, moftly of
oak, which is cut twice in 24 years, and affords a plentiful
and occafional fupply of timber for the various purpof&l of
hufbandry. The only timber trees in the Carfe are faugh,
which grow to a large fize; and, when allowed to arrive at
full maturity, the red is durable, and admits of a moft beau~
tiful polith, , :

Bees.—Several perfons in this parith have propagated bees
with great fuccefs. The numerous orchards, the extenfive
plantations of trees, which abound with the faccharine juice,
the large ficlds of beans, whofe grateful flavour embalms the
very air in the Carfe, and the vp-lands adorned with varie.
gated bloffoms of clover and daifies, and furze and broom,
afford a plentiful fupply to thefe induftrious infeéts; and the
warmth of the Bank, fo well theltered from the N. and rune
ning from E. to W, through the whole extent of the parifh,
affords them that cover which fuits the delicacy of their
frame, and chierifhes their unceafing induftry.

Heritors,

rance he fucceeded at laft in carrying a fmall rivulet about half
a mile below ground, in wooden pipes, which confift 4 of wooden
boards, 1 foot in breadth, joined at right angles, and hooped
with iron. In the fpace of 4 or § years he cleared, by the aid
of this ftream, about 20 acres down to the clay. This land
produces fine crops of oats, and, by being properly wrought,
and turned up frequently to the enriching inflaence of the air,
there is no doubt of its carrying any other fpecies of crops,
known in the clay land around it. But, to the unfpeakable lofs
of his family, this ingenious and induftrious man, whofe namé
was Murpocn, was loft about 2 years ago, within a few yards
of his own houfe, in paffing the Forth; and fince his deatd, the
improyements on the mofs have gone on but dowly.
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Heritors, Rents, &'c,—The heritors are § in number, none
of whom refide within the parith. More than one half of the
parifh belongs to Jaues STIRLING, Efq; of Kier, whofe re-
fidence has a commanding profpe&t on the Bank of Lecropt,
within a mile of the church. This family has been long and

. juftly refpeted, by all ranks, for the qualities which adorn
" human nature in the higher fpheres of life. They have emi-
bellifhed the place of Kier, by well drefled lawns and exten-
five plantations; they have given bread to the poor, in car-
rying on thefe improvements; and bave, by their example
and influence, diffufed a ftile of hufbandry and cultivation
_ through this  country formerly unknown. The number of
farms is 25 ; and their extent is from 40 to 100 acres'each.
There are 7 pendicles, confifting of from 3 to 14acres. There
are 20 cottages, occupied by labourers and married fervants,
The land in the Carfe lets, on an average, at 20s. the acre;
and the average rent of the up-land is 12s. ‘I'he valued rent
of the parifh is 22001. Scotch. The real rent is not exactly
sfcertained. ‘

Population—~The population of the parith has rather been
on the decreafe fince the farms began to be enlarged. The
population in 175§, as returned to Dr Webfter, was 577

. The number of fouls at prefend (1794)is - - 420

Decreafe 157
‘The number of families is - - . - 80

Employments.—Thé people are employed, for the moft pa'rt,
in the various operations of hufbandry, as farmers, fervants,
and labourers. There are 2 weavers, 1 fmith, and 1 mill-
wright; but neither taylor, fhoemaker, furgeon, nor lawyer,
in the parith.

Fyfberies,
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Fifberies,~The cruives of Craigfarth are placed on a ledge
of rocks, which extend acrofs the Forth, having one end in
this parith, and the other in the parith of St. Ninian’s. The
tide flows up to this ledge; which circumftance renders it a
proper ftation for a fithing of this kind. A great number of
falmon is taken, when the cruives are kept in proper repair,
Salmon are alfo taken on the Teath and on the Allan, befides
trouts, pikes, and perches.

Village, Manufailures, Mills, &'c.—There is only one vil
lege, called tke Bridge of Allan, which confilts of 28 families,
None of the tencments are feued. They are all the propcrty
of Mr Stirling of Kier. ‘The villagers are varioufly employed,
miniftering to the convenience of the country, There is, par-
ticularly, a brewery for malt liquor, where ftrong ale, {mall
beer, and porter, are made.—This village is fituated on the
Allan, a river more remarkable, at this place, for its roman=
tic fcenery, of a deep glea covered with a variety of wood,
and its tumultuous current, than for the quantity of it water.
The Allan, within a fhort fpace, drives feveral mills, for meal,
barley, and flour. There are, particularly, 3 mills for making
a coarfe paper, known by the name of Callender paper, which
clothiers ufe in prefling cloth. The village has alfo the ad-
vantage of being fituated in a plentiful country, near coals,
and.at the feparation of the two great military roads, the one
going by Callander, to the weft of Scotland, and the other,
by Cricff, to the north : So that no fituation feems to be bet-
ter adapted for ereting a village on a large fcale.

Sources of Profit—The farmers in the clay land, who have
lime in abundance near at hand, and for a moderate price,
make their returns moftly by their graix;. In the upland,
the farmers have not only the fame command of lime, but

fhell
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fhell marl, and make their returns partly by gram, and parﬂy
by the produce of the diary, and by fattening cattle for the
siiarket. The women fpin woollen yarn, which fells, when
trade is good, at 2s. the fpindle, for making ftockings, fhal-
loons, and plaids.

Roads.~The great roads in this parifth are but indifferent ;
but a toll is foon to be ercfted on that leadiiig northward,
which will enable the gentlemen to pay more attention to the
other great road, and to the bye-roads, which ftand much'in
néed of repair. The roads in the Carfe are fearcely paffable
in'winter. The ftatate labour is not commuted.

Eeclefiaftical flate.—~The church and mahfe are beautifully
fituated on the face of the rifing ground, above the Carfe,
dtid command a rich and extenfive profpect, already taken
motice of. The chutch, which is in good repair, is an old
Gothic building *, confifting of a mave and choir, 72 feet in
length; the nave being only 14 feet broad, and the choir but
11. The fteps to the altar are ftill vifible ; and the facred
font is quite entire, The manfe is commodious, and in good
repair.  The glebe confifts of 7 acres of fertile land, properly’
itclofed. The fipend is 481. 19s. 2} d. in money, 44 bolls
of meal, and 23 bolls of barley.. Mr STIrLING of Kier is

Ppatron.

Religious Perfuafions.—The town of Stirling was the origi-
nal feat of the feceflion from the eftablithed church; and,
' from

*® It was formerly a chapel annexed to the bifhopric of Dun- '
keld, although it be fituated within the diocefe of Dunblane,
and only 2 miles from the bifhop’s feat. The curate was elta-
blithed at Lecropt, to be a check on the bifhop of Dunblane; -
which pradice it feems, from fimilar inQitutions, was not un-
semmon in thefe times.
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from a variety of caufes, the peculiar tenets of that perfuafion
took early a deep root in this neighbourhood. A great va-
riety of opinions have {prung up fince that period. We have
Burghers, Aatiburghers, Cameronians, Bereans, and perfons
who adhere to the prefbytery of Relief. But it ought to be
remarked to their credit, that perfons entertaining all thefe
different opinions live with thofe of the eftablifbed church,
and with one another, in friend(hip and brotherly love. The
acrimony of fpeech, the fournefs of temper, the fhynefs of in-
tercourfe, and the relu@ance to perform good offices, which
charadterifed religious parties fome years ago, have now given
place to Chriftian benevolence, and the fweer intercourfe of
focial affeCtion. The intolerant heat of party zeal has be-
come more moderate 3 and the mild fpirit, which the gofpel
breathes, polithes the ferocity of nature, and finooths the
ruggednefs of the human heart. Men have difcovered, what
they ought always to have known, that their opinions, with
-regard to fpeculative points, arc often as diffcrent as their
faces ; and that the harmony of fociety, and the intercourfe
of life, onght not to be interrupted by the one more than by
the other; that meeknefs and forbearance become Chriftians;
that rudenefs of manners is different from purity of morals;
that afperity of temper is no mark of foundnefs in the faith ;
and that it is a precept of the higheft authority, to ¢ love one
¢ another.”

School and Poor.—The fchool is well taught. The fees are
moderate ; for Latin and arithmetic, 2 s¢; for Englith, one .
meérk Scotch, or 1s. 1.4 d.; for writing, 1s, 6d. Book-
keeping and mathematics are alfo taught, The falary 100l
Scotch, with the perquifites arifing from the offices of pre~
centor and feffion clerk.—There are no begging poor; but °
a few poor houfcholders are comfortably miaintained, without

Vor. XVilL, ‘_ 1 any
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any regular affefiment, by the intereft of 100 1. a fund allotted
for that purpofe, together with the weekly colleftions.

Antiquities,— An artificial eminence, on the eaft fide of this
parifh, feems to have been a poit of the Romans, near their
great road to the church at Ardoch. KIigR, already fo of-
ten meutioned, is one of a chain of rude forts, (which are all
called Kiers). that run aiong the north face of the Strath, or
Valley of Monteath, Thefe forts are at prefent in ruins, and
are difcernible to ftrangers only by knolls of a green furface,
covering a great heap of loofe ftoues *; but well known to
the inhabitants of the country, who carry away the ftones for
building inclofures and houfes. One of thefe forts was fitua-
ted at the place of Kier. There are alfo Kiers at Ackinfalt 1,
at Borland §, at Balinackader §, at Tor ||, and in many other
places in that direction, all fimilar to one another, in refpett
of fituation, conftrultion, profpedt, and materials; which is a
ftrong prefumption at leaft, if not a clear proof, that their
ufe was the fame **. There is, in the neighbourhood of the

church

L4

* They feem to have been conltru@ed moltly with dry flones,
dug from the quarries near them, becaufe no other cement, €x-
. cept clay or mud, was known in this part of the world, at the
time tbcy were built.  They were uniformly (ituated near a
fpring of water, or a running brook, and commanded an exten-
five profpe& rtowards all points except the narth, from which
quarter, it is probable, no danger was apprchended

+ The field of the good pra[pcﬂ, commanding thc country from
the moor of Dumbarton to Queensferry.

t Tke land of hills. Bor and tor Gignify a hill; hence all the
torreys ar¢ hilly.

§ The fuller’s toawn.
| The groin. All the tars are at the bottom of ‘hills.

se l' appears highly probable, that this chain of forts was
buile
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church of Lecropt, a hill, where the baron ufed to hold his
court, during the prevalence of the feudal fyftem. The Gal-
low Hill is near the Court Hill *, .

Advantages and Difadvantages—The advantages are, our
vicinity to the warket of Stirling, where the parifhioners can
purchafe any commodities they ftand inf need of, and get a
good price and ready money, for whatever they can fpare for
fale. They are near pleuty of coal, which contributes to their
Jomeftic comfort; and abundance of cheap lime enables them
to improve their ground.—DBad roads are a great difadvan-
tage. Another inconvenience, no lefs feverely felt, is the
want of good water in the Carfe. There is but one [mall ri-
vulet in the parifh, which is employed ia carrying away the
mofs. There are fome {prings immediately below the Bank,

at

built by the Caledonians, to watch the motions of the troops
flaticned on the Rorhan wall, betwixt Borrowftounnefs and Oid
Kilpatrick, begun by Acricora after his irruption into the
north in the year 79, and completed by Axtonizus Pius. Th:
Caledonian line was_about 3 or 4 hours march, in molt places,
from the Roman wall ; and this chain of forts, whether it was
conftrofted by Garcacus, who was no Jets fagacious than
brave, or by his fucceflor, was planncd with confummate judg-
ment, not only for' the reafon already mentioned ; but becau
this is the narroweft tralt of Scotland that the Romans ever vi.
fited, and theretore the moft eafily defended, and alfo, becanie
there are few fords in the river, which ryns in the (lrath lying
on the fouth ; and, if Mofs Flanders then exilted, it muft have
been an lmpaﬂ'ablc morafy, and a good barrier, as far as it ex-
tended, on the Caledonian frontier. )

* According to the fummary proceedings of thofe times,
_/:nlem:e of death, execution, and interment, followed one another
in fuch rapid,fuccefiion, that graves, gallows hills, and md, or
court hills, are found contiguous, not only here, but every where
elfe.  The court hills are called mo*s, or mot hills, from the
Gatelic word mit, or mdd, which, to this day, is the only word
for a csurt of judicature in that language.

'
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at the head of the clay land ; but in this, and all other large
tralts of horizontal land, whatever be the nature of the foil,
there can be no fprings, for a very obvious reafon.

Charaéler, Drefs, {9'c.—The people are remarkable for their
decency and fobriety. None have been banithed, or have
fuffered the higher pains of law, in any other refpe&, for
mifcondu&, in the memory of man. Remote from the temp-
tations and lurking places of great towns, where the profli-
gate expet to elude the cye of the world, and to efcape the
lath of the law, ina crowded population, every man confiders
himfelf as known to his neighbours, and that he has both his
own reputation, and the credit of his anceftors, to fupport by
his condut.  Habits of indultry have become familiar to the
people, whatever objet they have in view. In literature
they have not been deficient, when their genius led them to
the purfuit of ftudy, and the improvement of the mind. One
minifter, one preacher, and three ftudents, now alive, drew
their firk breath in this paritbh.~—A remarkable change hag
lately taken place in the article of drefs. The love of thow
is natural ; and imaginary wants are fometimes no lefs clae
morous than thofe which are real. But, if the increafe of
their earnings do not furnith the labousing part of mankind
with this increafe of luxury, their favings, upon which they
are to begin the world, muft be lefs at prefent than when their
wages were more moderate, and their clothing lefs expen-
five. .

NUM-
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NUMBER VL
PARISH OF PRESTON.PANS.

(County OF EasT LOTHIAN.—PRESPYTERY OF HaDDING:
TON.~—3YNOD OF LoTHI1AN AND TWEEDDALE.)

By the Rev. Mr Jour TroT TRR, Miniffer,

- .

Name, Situation, apd Extent,

BOUT a quarter of a mile.to the fouth of Preftoa-pans

flands the village of PresTon, which, though at

prefent but fmall, was formerly of confiderable extent. When

falt pans were ereéted in is neighbourhood, they would na-

turally be diftinguithed. by its pame. The building of the

town of Prefton-pans is {fuppoied to have taken place after
that of the falt pans. In the laft century, and at the begin-
ning of the prefent, the town was commonly named Sa/t.
Prefion. Of the origin of the name of Prefton; nothing {a.
tisfaftory can be tvaced.—This parith is near.3 miles in
length, lrs greateft breadth is about one. Ravenlhangh
Bourn, which is the boundary of the parith on the weft, dis
vides the county of Eaft Lothian from that of Mid Lochian. _

Erection, Seil, Climate, and Difeafes.~There are two baroe
nies, the Eait Barony and the Weit. The charter eredting
the Eail Barony, was granted in favour of Sir Joun Haxiv-
ToN of Prefton, A, D. 1617, By it Prefion and Prefion-

pans
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pans are ereted into a burgh of barony, with the ufual liber-
ties and privileges. The Weft Barony is that of Prefton-
Grange. The writer of this account has not been able to
learn in whofe favour, or at what period, the charter eret-
ing it was granted.—The foil is loam ; part heavy, on a clay
bottom; part light, on a fandy or gravelly bottom. The
climate is mild. There are no local diftempers. The moft
prevalent are fevers, chicfly thofe of -the putrid and nervous
kind. The gravel is faid to have been very common about
40 or §O years ago, '

Agriculture.—The rotation of crops, moft approved of at
prefent, is a white and green crop alternately. Fallowing is
little pra&tifed. The land is cleared of weeds, by fowing in
drills, and horfe-hoeing the interftices ; and women are often
employed to pick them out with the hand. The land de-
figned for wheat is ploughed-as foon as it is cleared of the
preceding crop. If theland is heavy, the wheat is fown about
the middle of O¢tober ; if light, about the beginning of Nov.
The land defigned for oats, peafe, and beans, is plowed in
‘February. Oats are fown about the end of March and be-
ginning of April. If the land is dry," peafe and -beans are
“fown in drills as early as poffible in February 5 when broad-
caft, they are fown early in March. When peafe and beans
are to be fown in drills, fometimes the land gets two plow-
ings, the firft after harveft, the fecond at the time of fowing,
the feed being thrown into every third furrow. ‘The land
defigned for barley is three times plowed. The firft
plowing takes place immediately after harveft; the fecond
in the fpring, as foon as the land is dry, commonly at the
end of March or beginning of April. If the land be fuffi-
ciently dry, March is reckoned preferable. Af:er this fecond
plowing it is harrowed. The third plowing takes place

: in
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in May, about the beginning of the month, if the land be
heavy ; about the middle, if it be light. Scotch barley is
ufually fown about the beginning of May in heavy lands;;
later in proportion as they are lighter; and.in the lighteft,
not till the end of May. Potatoes are planted commonly
after the fecond plowing of the barley land, though the
beft feafon is reckoned to be about the end of April ot be-
ginning of May. Turnips are fown the firft or fecond week
of June. Wken the land has not been fummer fallowed,
one boll of wheat or barley, one boll and half of peafe at
leaft, and rather more than § firlots of oats, are fown upon
an acre; when fummer fallowed, fomewhat lefs than 3 fir-
lots of wheat or barley ; when grafs feeds are fown, an acre
takes about 16 or 18 lib, weight of clover, and one peck of
rye-grafs, Dung is the chief manure. The quantity requi-
fite for an acre is about 26 two-horfe cart-loads of good fta- .
ble dung. The land inclining to clay requires fomewhat
more; lighter lands, rather lefs. On good lands dung feryes
for four crops in the ordinary rotation. The price of ftable
dung is from 25s. to 3s. 6d. per cart load, of fireet dung
1s. Horfes alone are employed.in hufbandry work. Horfe-
hoeing was introduced about 24 years ago, and has been
pratiféd ever fince. Smalls plough with two horfes is ge-
nerally ufed. The harveft begins ufually about the laft week
of Auguft, and ends on the firft or fecond week of O&tober.
In the year 1785, early oats were introduced here. They
were fown on the sth of April, and reaped on the 21ft of
July. In the year following they were fown on the '3,1(1:
of March, and reaped on the 25th of July, The harveft
for the other grain was in the fame proportion later than in
the former year. Thefe oats, being ripe fo much fooner
than the other kinds of grain, fuffered fo greatly from the
birds, that the fowing of them was difcontinued.

Pre-
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. Produce~The produce of grain per acre, on ordinary
land, as well as on the beft ground, is reckoned to be nearly
in the following proportions :

- dnnual Medium Produce. ~ Ditto of the beft Land.
Bolls per Acre. : Bolls per Acre.
-Wheat . - 9 13 or 14
Barley - - 74 12 or 13
QOats - - 8 15
Beans - - 9 15
Peafe - - 6 10
Peafe and beans 8
Potatoes - 30 or 6 tons 50
Hay - .- 230 ftones 3oo ftones,

Rents and Inclofures.—The rent of land is from 1l 115,
to 3L 10s. per acre. - Almoft all the parifth is incloféd.
‘Walls built of ftone and mortar form a great part of the in-
clofures. They are an immediate fence, take up lefs room
than hedges, and afford no fhelter to birds. The common
height is 4} feet above the furface. ‘The price of building is
3L 5s. per rood, materials furnithed by the builder. Io-
clofures have confiderably increafed the rent of the lands.
The ftate of property has been flutuating. Within the
prefent century, the whole lands in the parifh, with the ex-

ception of 4 or g acres, have been fold once, and fome of the
eftates much oftener.

Wages and Prices of Labour.—The ufual wages of a man
fervant, living in the family, are §l. Sterling per annum; of
a maid fervant, 3l. Sterling; of a man fervant, out of the
houfe, 65 bolls of oat-meal, in money and other perquifites
from 5l 16s. to 61 115 6d.; a free houfe of 103, or

.‘2’.
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125. value, and diet in harveft ; of a day-labourer, employed
during the whole feafon, rod. per day, when occafionally
employed, 1s.; of women employed in weeding grain,
§d.; of a man in harveft, 10d. and diet valued at 6d.; of
a woman in harveft, 7d. and diet, valued as above ; of a ma-
fon, 1s. 8d.; cf a carpenter, from 1s.4d. to 15, 1cd.}
of a taylor, 6d. and diet; plowing an acre of grourd
cofts 10s.; harrowing ditto, 2s.; cutting ditto of grafs,
25, and 2s. 6 d.; cutting ditto of grain, 6s.; reapers, how-
ever, are feldom hired to work by the piece.

Prices of Grain and Provifions.—The price of grain is, in
a great meafure, regulated by the higheft fiars of Eaft Lo-
thian. Beef fells from 3d. to 4% d. per lib.; mutton and
veal, from 3d. to §d.; pork, from 3d. to 4d.; good lamb,
from 1s. to 3s. per quarter; fowls, 1s. fometimes more;
pigeons, from 2 s. to 3s. per dozen ; eggs, from 4d. to 8d.
per dezen 3 butter, at the beginning of the feafon, 1 s. ;. it
is feldom under g d. per lib. 20 ounce Dutch.

Manufeliures.~There are at prefent 10 Salt Pans in
the parith, but only 6 are wrought. When the weather
is dry, and the coal good, a pan may be drawn § times in a
week. Each draught requires 3 ﬁllingﬁ of water, and yitlds,
in fum'mer, about 18 buthels 4, in winter about 16. The
difference is owing Yo the fea water being fronger in {ummer
than in winter : For the fame reafon, in winter it requires
26 or 28 hours to a draught ; in fummer only 20 or 22. 'Lhe
procefs is fometimes retarded by the badnefs of the coal.
When the fea water is good, a Scotch gallon of it will yield
of falt nearly one lib. Avoirdupois, ‘The draught confumes

Vor. XViI, | I from

* A bufhel of fult contains 8 gallons, and weighs 56 lib. A-
voirdupois. '
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from 18 to 26 bolls of {mall coal or culm. The price of the
coal is about 8d. per boll, when laid down at the pan. Two
men are employed in working a pan ; their joint wages from
17s. to 20s. per week. From the time the falt is drawn
till it is fold, the wafte by lying in the girnel is computed at
1 bufhel in 10. The better the {alt is made, the wafte is the
lefs. When it is conveyed by land, a high wind occafions a
greater wafle than a moderate rain. Three bufhels in 40
were formerly allowed for wafte, when it was carried coaft-
ways. A late act of Parliament reduces the allowanceto 1 in
40. The onginal coait of a fait pan amounts to about 300 l.
Sterling ; and once in 3 years it cofts about 4o 1. for repairs.
The price of falt at prefent, duty included, is 3 ¥%. per bufhel.
The average made in this parith, duriog the 5 laft years, is
10,750 buthels 4 gallbm per year.

A manufa@ure of flone ware is carried on a little to the weft
of the church. It cominenced about 40 years ago, and belongs
to Meflrs. Cadell. White ftone ware, and cream coloured
ware, (of late the laft chiefly) are manufaftured. About 40
men, and upwards of 30 boys, are employed. The wages
of the men are from 6 5. to 15 s. per weck.  Some of them,
when working by the piece, earn more than 15s. The wa-
ges of the boys are from 1 s. to 2 8. per week. The boys are
taken at 8 years of age, and continue till they are 14 or 15,
when they are either bound as apprentices, or go to other
occupations. About 24 tons of coals are confumed per

_week ; the price is §s. 6d. per ton, when laid down at the
work. The clay ufed in the manufafure is brought from
Devonthire, the flint from Gravefend 5 white and rcd lead
from London, Hull, and Newcaftle. The price of the’ clay
is 10, per ton, freight 14 s. per djtto ; the price of the flint
is 18s. and 20s. per ton, freight 8 s. per ditto, Fire clay is
found in great plenty in the neighbourhood. ~This manu-

fa&ure
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falture circulates upwards of 2 s 1. per week. At Morifon’s
Haven there is another manufature of the fame kind, with
the addition of brown ware *. About half the number of
men and boys are employed as at the former. Clay for the
brown ware is found hard by the work. - A third manufac-
ture of the above articles was carried on at the Cuttle, but
has been difcentini ed for a year or two ; it is, however, a-
bout to be refumed. The fales, for articles of earthen ware,
are comjuted at upwards of gcool. per annum. Befides the
Scotch niarket, the ware is exported to moft of the fea ports
in Europe, to the Weft Indies, and to North America.—
There 1s a brick and tile work adjoining to the old church-
yord. Six men are employed. The wages of each, ata
medium, are 1s. per day. This feafon 13 kilns were fired
with tiles, cach kiln containing 10,000. Of bricks 107,000
were made. FEach kiln with tiles confumed 21 cart-loads of
coals, at 3s. 6d. per cart-load of 12 cwt. One cart.load,
partly great coal, partly culm, is required, at an average, for
3000 bricks. A little to the weft of the above there is an-
other tile-work by the fea-fide, where 9 kilns were fired,
each kiln containing gooo tiles, and confuming 20 cart-loads
of coals. Three mnen ar¢ employed at 7s. each per week.
Tiles, including a duty of 8 s. are fold at the rate of 21, 135,
pee thoufand.  Bricks, including a duty of 2s. 6d. at the
rate of 17 s. 6d. per thouland. .
A manufalture of oil of witriol, aquafortis, and Spirit of fult,
is carried on heret.  For many years it was confined almoit
folely

-

® It is near 100 years fince the manufalure of brown ware
commenced in this parifh. Towards the end of the Jaft cen.
tury, a glafs-houfe tor bottles was erected at Morifon’s Haveu,
‘I'he manufalure was carried on for {ome years, but did aot
fucceed.

+ It commenced anno Domini 1750, under the dire@ion of
: Meflrs
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folely to the oil of vitriol ; of late it has been extended to the
other articles above mentioned, as well as to white afbes and
Glauber falts. pwards of 5o men are employed about the
works. Some of them are occupied during the day, and
fome of them during the night; becaufe great part of the
operations require conftant attendance. They are bound
under indentures for 21 years, during which time they are
paid weekly 6. for ftated wages, with a proportional allow-
ance for extra work, in which they are frequently employed.
Brimftone and faltpetre are the raw materials ufed in the
manufacture of oil of vitriol. The faltpetre is purchafed
chicfly at London at the Eaft India Company’s fales. The
" brimftone is imported from Leghorn. About Go tons of
coals are confumed per week. Each bottle of oil of vitriol
containg, at a medium, 140 lb. Englifh weight ; of aqua-
fortis, about 100 lb.; of fpirit of falt about 100 Ib. The
prices of the articles vary according to the price of the
materials. At prefent oil of vitriol is fold at 3} d. per Ib.;
aquafortis at fromn 73 d. to 10d. per lb.; fpirit of falt at 6d.
per 1b, with 3 s. for each bottle and batket; Glauber falts at
12, per cwt. ; white athes at 11 8s. per cwt. None of
the laft mentioned article, however, is now made. The
Company fcll alfo Manganefe in powder. This article is
made ufe of in the new method of bleaching. Oil of vitriol
is reckoned beft, when it is of the colour of pure water. Be-
fides the home fale to bleachers and printers, thefe different
articles are exported to various places in Europe. The pre-
fent firm of the Company is, The Preffon-pans Vitriol Com-

pany.
Fifberies.

Meflrs Roesuck and Garser; but has pafled, fince that time,
into other hands.
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Fifberies.—The chief fithery is that of oyffers. There are
at prefent 10 oyfter boats belonging to the parith. Each boat
requires § men; but the profits arc divided into 6 fhares,
one thare being applied for upholding the boat. There
are not, however, above 23 regular fifhermen; all the others
work occzfionally on land or fea, as they find moft for their
advantage. A boat feldom returns with more than 400 or
§oo, often with fewer *. ‘T'he prefent price is 15d. per
hundred. A hundred, as fold by the fithers, contains 33
warp, cqual to fix fcore and twelve. The retail hundred
contains only 30 warp. Four oyfters make a warp. Three
or four times in a feafon, a boat fails with a cargo of them,

to

* About 20 years ago, the fcalps were fo produlive that
6coo oyfters and upwards were frequently dragged by one boat
in a day. The price at that time was 6 d. per hundred. Be.
fides the confumption in the neighbourhood, they were export.
ed to Newcaftle, Hull, and London. A merchant at Leith, in
the year 1773, contra&ed to fhip oylters on commiflion for
London. He purchafed for 10 different companies, and for 10
years paid 25001l. Sterling per annum for oylters. The value
of the home confumption was eftimated to be fill greater. For-
ty boats were then employed, of which 16 belonged to Coc-
ken:ie in the parifh of T'ranent; (6 to Prelton-pans, Cuttle, and
Weit Pans; and 8 to Fifherrow. The oytters for the London
market were packed in barrels. Twelve veflcls were employed
in the trade, frcm the middle of Jamuary to the middle of May.
Lach veflel carried, at a_medium, 326 barrcls ; each burrcl was
fuppcfed to contain 1200 fizeable oyfters. A pattern was given
to every boat, with injun&icns to barrel none of a fmaller fize 3
but thefe injunions were far from being itrictly obfcrved.
Thirty cargoes have been thipped in a fraton, The oylters
were dropt in bays at the mouth of the Thames and Medway,
and other grounds, to fatten until the fall, when they were
dredged ind fent to market.  This trade was given up in the
ycar 1786, owing to the fcarcity und advanced prices of oylters,
the price having rifen from 4s. 6d. to 7s. and 8s. per barrel.
During fome of the latt years in which it was carried on, part
of the cargoes were: made up of oytlers from Newhaven. The
fealps were greatly exhaulled by this trade,
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* to the number of 30,000, fometimes 40,000, to Newcaftle.
It is an open boat *, manned with 6 men. It brings no car-
go homewards ; being open there is nothing to defend goods
from damage. The prefent price at Newcaftle is 2s. per
hundred. Oyfters are carricd to Glafgow by land. Two
carriers, with 4 one-horfe carts, come from Glafgow to Edin-
burgh with goods, and return loaded with oyfters, which
they purchafe at Prefton-pans and Cockenzie. The medium
-§s about gooo in each cart. Opyfters are found on a ftrong
clay bottom, on rocks and ftones, and fometimes, though
but thinly, in what is called by the fithers fea tathe. Thefe
laft are of a very inferior quality. Thofe caught ncareft to
the town are ufually the largeft and fatteft ; hence the large
ones obtained the name of Pandoors, i. e. oyfters caught at
the doors of the pans. The fca water, a little frefhened, is
reckoned the moft nourifhing to oyfters. This may be one
reafon why thofe caught near to the town and fhore are fo
large. Sand is prejudicial to them. The fithers dredge
from 4 to 15 fathoms depth of water. When they drive the
dredge, they begin the oyfter fong, which they fing till the
dredge is hauled up, The large oyfters are picked out and
kept ; thofe that are too fmall for prefent ufe, are thrown
back into the fea. An oyfter is reckoned fizeable, when its
fhell is an inch and a half in diameter. Buckies, clams, fea-’
urchins, ftar-fith, and corfe-fith, are found in the oyfter beds.
The two laft mentioned, efpecially the corfe-fith, prey on
oyfters, and likewife on mufcles. The fcalps reach from the
fhore about 6 miles into the Frith, and extend both to the
caft and weft of the boundaries of this parith. In May the
oyfters calt their fpar of fpawn, They are fickly in June and
July;

* This voyage was once performed in 13 hoors. The boat

failed from Port Seton barbour at 3 o’clock in the morning, and
arrived at Newcaltle at 4 in the afternoon of the fame day.
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July ; but recover in Auguf. For this reafon, the proper
feafon for dredging commences on the 1ft of September, and
ends on the laft of April. The common obfervation is, that
the oyfter feafon lafts during all the months in which the
letter R occurs.  But the fithers have not confined them-
felves firiétly to thefe months ; and this is another caufe of
the fcarcity . That the fcalps may recover, it would be
proper to dicdge very fparingly for a year or two, to take no
oyfters but fuch as arc’ fizeable, and at no time to dredge in
the months of May, June, July, and Auguft. ‘Uhe young
fry are faid to acquire fhells in 24 hours; but do not become
faleable in lefs than 2 or 3 years. Opyfter fhells make an
excellent lime, remarkable for its whitenefs. They are ufed
likewife as a medicine.—Befides oyfters, many other kinds
of fith+ are caught in their feafon ; cod, fkate, flounders,
whitings, mackerel, lobfters, and crabs. '

Poats,—The oyfter boats are of different dimenfions.
Some of the largeft meafure about 22 feet in keel, 26 aloft
from

* Some of the aged inhabitants report, that, about 6o or 70
years ago, oyfiers were in little eRimation In a judicial de-
clara.ion, emitted A. D. 1776, by a refidenter here, then 67
years cld, he deponed, that he remembered when there were
not above 3 or 4 boats employed : That they feldom caught
above 6¢co in a day ; and that there was little or no demand, or

fale for them, at that period.

+ Haddocks formerly were plentiful, but of late years they
have not appeared. Two years ago herrings were caught in
great numbers near the town, in the month of Auguft. In
the parfh records it is narrated, that in the fame month, A. D.
1695, the herrings approached fo gear to the fhore, that the in-
habitants went out with fieves and riddles to catch them. Itis
impoffible to fpecify the prices of the lak mentioned kinds of
filh, as they depend on the quantity caught, and, of confe-
quence, vary every day. It is certain, however, that the prices
are more than tripled within thefe 20 years,
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from ftem to ftern, 7 in extreme breadth, and 2 feet g or 10
- inches in depth. The prime coft of one of thefe, fully fur-
nithed, is 151 or 161, The boat employed in the New-
caitle trade meafures 33 feet in keel, 38 aloft from ftem to
ftern, 12 feet g inches in breadth, and 4 feet 8 inches in

depth. '

Harbour.—The only harbour in the parith is Morison’s
HaveN, fo called from a family of the name of Morifon,
who were formerly proprietors of the eftate of Preftongrange.
Aboat 80 or go years ago, it was called Newhaven, and often
AcnEsoN’s HaveN, from an ancient family, the progenitors
of the prefent Lord Vifcount Gosrorp in Ireland *. It is fi-
tuated a little to the weft of the town. It has about 10 feet of
water at ftream tides, but might be deepened fo as to draw
12. It is reckoned one of the fafelt harbours in the Frith.

Trade t.—The exports at prefent are only fith, and the
different articles of manufaCture which have been already
men-

* Gosrorp, whichwas a principal feat of this antient family, lies
& miles eaft of this, in the parith of Aberlady. Their Scotch title
was Glencairney. Mr Arexanper Aatchuison of Edinburgh,
now claims being the lineal reprefentative of this family in Scot-
land.

%+ Before the Union, a confiderable foreign trade was carried
on here, efpecially in Dutch and French goods. Befides the
home market, thefe goods, together with falt and tobacco, were
carried to the north of England, and many of them were fmug-
ged into that kingdom with great profit to the adventurers.

rom England they brought wool, and exported it to France.
They exposted likewife malt, falt, and coals. In confequence
of the duties that were impofed after the Union, the trade, cf-
pecially with England, was much lefs advantageous. It was,
notwithRanding, ftill carried on to a confiderable extent. In
the year 1719, 41 cargoes were delivered at the port of Pref-

: ton-pans,




of Preﬁon-pan':. 4 ) 23

mentioned. The imports are the ingredients ufed in the vi-
triol work and potteries y fometimes Englith barley for the
ufe of the diftilleries in the neighbourhood. More wheat,
barley, oats, potatoes, and hay, are fuppofed to be confumed
* than are raifed in the parifh : Lefs peafe and beans. Con-
fiderable quantities of cabbage plants are raifed. The feafon
of fowing them is Lammas. Befides the fale in the neigh- -
bourhood, 150,000 at a medium are fent annually to Glaf-
gow, and about 70,000 to Falkirk and Carron. The feverer
the winter, the demand for them is the greater. The price
is from 3. to 6s. 8d. per 1000. The principal market for
garden productions is Edinbargh.

Cuflom: Houfe.~A. cuftom-houfe is eftablifhed here, the ju-
rifdiftion of which extends from the Figgat Bourn on the
weft, to the mouth of the Tyne on the caft. The port is
Morifon’s Haven : The crecks, the Figgat Bourn; Muflel-

burgh, Port-Seton, Aberlady, and North Berwick. There
Vor. XVIL K

are

ton-pans, 19 of which were imported in fhips belonging to the

town. Of thefe caigoes 21 were wholly from Norway, 6 from

Sweden, 1 from Dantzic, 2 from Dantzic and Norway, 2 from

Bremen, 5 from Rotterdam, 3 from Havre de Grace and St.

Martin, 1 from Oporto, and 1 from Maryland in North Ameri-

ca. This laft cargo confifted of 103 hogfheads of tobacco, 59

of which were delivered at Preflon-pans, and the remainder was.
carried to Leith. Some years after this period, feveral of the
- veffels belonging to this port were loft av fea. This, together

with the check it received at the Union, gave the trade a blow

from which it never recovered. No perfon of enterprife or ca-

pacity, or poffefled of a fufficient ftock, made any perfevering,
efforts to re-cRablith it: Purchafers not finding fuch an affort.

ment of goods as formerly, had recourfe to other ports; and a-

bout the year 1743, it entirely ceafed. The harbour moftly

ufed by the traders was Port-Seton, about a mile to the eaft, in

the parifh of Tranent. Before the Union, and for fome years

after it, the Dutch trade centered chiefly in Prefton-pans and
Queensferry.
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are 31 falt-pans in the colle&tion, viz. 11 at Cackenzie, 4 at
Prefton-pans, 2 at Cuttle, 4 at Weft Pans, 4 to the weft of
Fifherrow at Pinkic Pans, and 6 at Ruddingfton Pans.

Markets, Mills, {&c.—~There is a butcher market in the
parith every Wednefday and Saturday, which is fupplicd by
butchers from Tranent and Muffelburgh, no perfon of that
occupation refiding in the parith. Though nine tenths of
the lands are rented, there is not one family who depend for
their livelihood folely on farming.—There are only § brewers
+in the parith *,  There are two mills, one of which, at the
weft end of Cuttle, is tuined by the water of a coal-level 5
the other, at Morifon’s Haven, is turned by the fea water,
colleted at the flow of the tide. They are cr_nployéd in
grinding flint for the ufe of the potteries.

Stage and Tolls.—A ftage coach goes to Edinburgh and re-
turns every day in the weck, except Sunuay. It departs at
9 o’clock in the morning, and arrives at Ediuburgh about 11-
It leaves Edinburgh at 4 in the afternoon, and arrives at Pref-
ton-pans about 6. It carries 6 infide paflengers ; the fare is
1s. 8d. for each. Thcre_‘are 2 toll-bars, Raventhaugh toll
on the poft road, and Wallyford toll, on a crofs road lead-
ing to Dalkeith. Thefe tolls, of which the laft mentioned
draws a mere triflc, were let at the following yearly rents :

Anno 1758 at ‘L.197  Anmo 1791 .at L. go1

1790 390 1792 417

Heritors, {c.—There are 20 heritors, the principal of
whom are the Countefs of Hyndford, proprictrefs of the
lands of Preftongrange and Dolphinfton; Mr Finlay of
Drummore, Mr Syme of Northfield, Mrs Ramfay of Burn-

rigg,

® The brewery of malt liquors was formerly carried on to'a
much greater extent than it is now. In the year 1754 therg
were 16 brewers,’ o

~

-
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rigg, the truftees of Schaw’s hofpital, and the truftees of
Watfon’s hofpital. The principal feats arc Preftongrange,
Drummore, and Northfield. Prcﬁo‘\ Houfe * is occupicd by
the boys on Schaw’s inftitution.

Church and School.—The great body of the people adhere
to the eftablifhed church. About a twenticth part of the’
whole number are feceders, of whom nearly two-thirds are
of the Burgher perfuafion. There are 10 or 12 Epifcopa-
lians, The prcfcnt church was built A. D. 1774. It is neatly
fitted up, and may accommodate about goo hearers. The .
patronage belongs to the Countefs of Hyndford, The manfe
was built A. D, 1782: The fchoolmafter’s houfe, which con-
tains the fchool room in part of the ground floor, A. D. 1790.
The fees at the parith fchool are, for Englith, 2s. per quar-
ter; for Englith and writing, 2. 6d.; for writing and arith.
metic, 2. 6d.; for Englith,- writing, and arithmetic, 4s.;
for. Latin, 4s. The number of fcholars is from 6o.to 70-
About the fame number may attend three private teachers,

Poor—The number of poor on.the ftated penfion lift
‘amounts to 42. Their penfions are fettled by the kirk-feffion,
and. are increafed or diminifhed as their circumftances re-
quire. No pénfioner with a family receives at prefent more
than 2s. per week, and no individual more than 13, 4d.
The funds arife from the colletions at the church door;
the intereft of 2501, Sterling of funk money $; j the rent

~ of

* Preston Towar, formerly the refidence of the Hamic-
ToNs of Prefton, faid to have been built about the ‘year 1500,

is ruinous. At Dolphinfton there are alfo the ruins of 2 family
feat.

4+ The fum of 2501 above mentioned, was left by different

rerfom to the poor., One hundred of it was bequeathed by the

ate ANDREW Macbowar of Banxrton, one of the Senators of

the College of Juftice, who bequeathed a like fum to the poox;_
» o
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of a houfe and garden at Prefton #; and perquifites for mort-
cloths. From thefe funds, a fum of nearly 301, per annums
. is appropriated for the Jtatcd poor. The refidue is left in
the hands of the kirk-feflion, to be diftributed, as an interim
fuppl}, to thofe who are fuddenly reduced to want by mif-
fortune or difeafe. Out of it, likewife, are paid fmall falaries
to the feflion-clerk, pi'cccntdr, and beadle; fchool wages for
the education of a few poor fcholars; fums occafionally for
clothes to the poor; and the funeral expences of the pen-
fioned poor. In addition to the 301, above mentioned, the
heritors and feuers are aflefled to the amount of what more
is neceffary for the maintenance of the ftated poor. The he-
ritors arc affefled in proportion to their valued rents; the
feuers in proportion to the value of their fubje@ts. The pro-
portion paid by the latter is to that paid by the former, as &
to 6 ; correfponding to the fuppofed value of their different
propertics. Houfes belonging to heritors, for which they
draw rent, (their family feats excepted,) are affefled after the

fame

~

of every p.ari(h in which he had property. In the bequeft, 2
right of Frefenting the poor perfon, or perfons, to whom the
intereft of it is to be given, is referved to the heir of entail,

* A. D. 1753, the heritors, and fome of the feuers, applied
to Parliament, and obtained ar-a& for impoling a duty of two
pennies Scotch on each Scotch pint of ale brewed, brought in-
%0, and vended in the parifh; the money arifing from which was
to be applied for repayment of a fum to be advpaced for pur-
chafing a charity work houfe, for conveying foft water to the
town of Preflon-pans, and for repairing Morifon’s Haven. For
the firft mentioned purpofe a houfe was archafed at Preflton,
with a fmall garden; but, after a trial of a ch years, the fcheme
not anfwering, it was given up. Befides the utter averfion which
many in adual want had againft entering into the houfe, the
cxpence Wwas found to be greater than when the penfioners had
a ftated allowance given to them, and were permitted to fpend
it after their own way. Since that time, the reat of the houfe
3nd garden have made a part of the poor’s fund.
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fame manner as thofe of the fevers, and are included with
them in the payment of the fixth part of the affefilment. The
affefling of thefe fubjels by the real rents was confidered 23
indligible for many reafons. When a proprietor occupies his
own houfe, it is difficalt to afcertain avhat the rent ought to
be. Tenants and landlords may not. always be difpofed to
give the neceflary information, efpecially when they have an
intercft in with-holding it. Even where the rent is afeertaine
ed, there muft be a difference in aflefling old and new houfes,
though the rents be equal, on account of the neceffary repa-
rations which the former require. This it is not eafy to ap-
preciate. ‘Ten per cent. may be an equitable dedulion for
one houfe, but not for another. ¥For thefe reafons, the other
mode of aflefling, by the value of the fubjedls, was adopted
about 8 years ago, and the proportion, with concurrence of
the heritors, fettled as it now ftands. The value of the fub-
je&, or fubjeéts, belonging to each individual, is eftimated by
perfons of fkill and of charafter ; and the, affefiment is levied
in proportion. The medium of the whole difburfements to
the account of the poor, for the § years preceding 1793, is
about 137 1. Sterling per annum. The fum paid as the weck-
ly maintenance of the ftated poor, for the prefent year (1792),
is 2L 1s. 6d.; which is lefs than it has been for many years
paft *.

Friendly Societies—Some private Friendly Societies are ine
ftituted here. By contributing 8 fmall fum of money week.
ly, when in health, a fubfcribar, when fick, reccives a com-

fortable

* Daring the years 1782 and 1783, owing to the fcarcity
which then diftrefled the country, the number of the poor, and
the fum neceflary for their fupport, was greatly increafed. The
rate for Rated penfioners, in 1783, amounted to 31. 10s. per
week, befides what was given to the occafional poor. The num-
ber of poor captinued to be greater than ufual for feveral years
afterwards.
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. fortable allowance till he is again able to work : And, ia the
.event of his death, or that of any of his family, a fum of
money is given, to help in defraying the expence of the fu-
neral. There is an abufe to which inftitutions of this fort _
are liable, which ought to be guarded againft, viz. permitting

fubfcribers to become. members of more focicties than one,
which may furnith a temptation to the indolent and avari-
cious, to fci‘gﬁ indifpofitions difficult to be detetted, and, of
confequence, occafion a mifapplication of the fund.

Charitable Foundation—JaMEs ScHAw, proprictor of the
eftate of Prefton, bequeathed the lands and barony of Pref-
ton, with the refidue of fome other funds, for maintaining
and etucating boys, whofe parents are in poor circumftances.
He died A. D. 1784. The houfe of Prefton was, according
to the terms of the deed, fitted up for the reception of the
boys; and the eftablithment commenced in February 178¢.
There is a mafter, houfe-kecper, and two maid fervants, At
firt 15 boys were admitted. The number was afterwards
increafed to 24. Two have died. They are taught Englith,
writing, and arithmetic ; and, as they grow up, fome manual
employment, viz. to knit ftockings; to mend their clothes
and fhoes, &c. Four names have a preference, in the fol-
lowing order: 8chaw, Macneil, Cusingbam, and Stewart. The
age of admiffion is from 4 to 3. They may remain in the
houfe till they are 14. They muft be free from the King’s
evil, and from all contagious diftempers, The truftees are
empowered to bind them as apprentices, or otherwife to fet
them out to bufinef3, as they fhall judgé beft.

Chapmen ®—On the 2d Thurfday of July, the travelling
chapmen

® This word is ufed, in the Scotch fenfe of it, for an itine-
rant feller of wares.
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chapmen of the three Lothians meet annually at Preftons
pans *, and elet fome of their .namber, for the purpofe of
holding courts to enforce the obfervance of bye-laws, to which
they are bound at their entrance into the fociety. They eleét,
" on ‘this occafion, a provoft or prefes, a depute, a clerk, a
treafurery 6 bailies, and feveral counfellors. There is one
bailie for Prefton-pans and Cockenzie; one for Haddington
and North Berwick ; one tor Dunbar and Oldhamftockss;
one for MuflciBurgh and Dalkeith; one for Quecnsferry and
Borrowftounneis ; and one for Linlithgow and Bathgate. Afe
ter the eletion they march in a body, preceded by mufic, to
the crofs at Prefton, there drink a few bottles of wine, and

then return. In the towns where their booths are ereted at *

fairs, the bailic for that tdwn gets a pawn from each chap-
man, who_is bound to attend a mceting of the whole num-
ber, at an appointed hour in the evening, or next morning.
Here the behaviour of each during the fair is inquired into.
1f any of the bye-laws have been tranfgrefled, a fine is exacted
and paid. If the offence has been grofs, they are expelled.
The fines arc depofited in the hands of the treafurer, and are
. - & applied

* The place of meeting, formerly, was in an open field ad-
joining to Prefton, on the fecond Thurfday ot O&ober, at which
time a fair was. held there, called 87. Jsrome’s Fair. About
the year 1732, this fair was transferred to Prefton-pans, where
it was held for about 20 years, and was then given up. No in..
formation has been obtained, that can be depended on, as to the
" time when this fociety was firft inftituted, nor how they cume

to hold their annua&meeting at Prefon. The members re.

-fiding in Eaft Lothiaf¥ere always the moft numerous, which
might be a reafon for holding the meeting in this county; and
Prefton, being fituated at its weltern extremity, -is the town
neareft to the other two Lothians, In the year 1636, they ac.
"quired a right to the Crofs there, which they Rill preferve. So
much is Prefton now decayed, that this crofs ftands in a field.
The number of pack-horfe chapmen is much fewer than it once
was, and they are Rill on the decline. About 50 years ago,
‘there wege 15 in Eaft Lothian, all of whom had a good trade.
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applied to relieve the widows of families of thole members
of tlic fociety who necd fupply, and fometimes thof¢ who
kave been unfuccefsul in bufineds, They cannot proceed to
an cleftion uslefs fame married members be prefent; but the
prefes is ufually chofen from among the anmarried ; it being
fappofed, that thofle of this defcription will more readily at-
tend the firs. When a new member is admitted, he pays
fome catry-money, which is added to the common. ftock:
The fon of a member pays lefs than a firsng®. At prefent,
the number in Eaft Lothian who keep pack horfes does not
exceed 6. .Perfons living in the country are now more id
the prailice of purchafing articles of merchandife in towns,
where the affortments are better, ¥ndito which the accefs is,
. ¥y good rvads, rendered more eafyrthan it formerly was.
The whele members of this fociery at prefent are about 24
in oumber:© - - '
. Battle of Prefion.—On the eaft of the inclofures of Prefton
was fought the battle of Prefton, A. D. 1745, in which the
army of the Rebels obtained the vi@ory over the King’s for-
ces. The aftion began ecarly in the morning of ®he 216t of
September, O. S. The Highlanders, in their accounts, ufu-
ally gave it the name of the Battle of Gladfmuir ; though
Gladfmuir is at leaft 3 miles diftant from the fcene of action.
There was, it feems, a tradition among them, that a Battle
was to be fought on the Mowr of the Gledes; which, im the
* iffes, would -infore to the rightfu/ Soversign the peaceable
pofleffion of his throne. They malthe application that
was moft favourable to their views,

Euminent Men.—~This parith has been the refidence of fe-
veral men of eminence, viz, the Hogourable James Ersking
of Grange, brother of the EARL of Maa, and Lord Juftice

Clerk

)
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Clerk for the 3 laft years of Queen Anne. He refigned his
feat onh the berich in the year 1734, that he might po idto
Parliament to oppofe S1r RoEEkT WALPOLE, He was
proprietor of the lands now belonging to-Schaw’s Hofpital
and Watfon’s Hofphtal. Hew DaLrY#PLE, Lorp Drun-
MORE, wis a diftinguithed and popular Judge. WiLLIam
GranT of Preftongrange was Lord Advocate in 1746, and
* carried on the profecutions, againft the unfortunate perfons
who had been $ngaged in the febellion, with fuch fidelity to
the Crown, ind, at the fame time, with fo much feeling and
lenity for the accufed, as gained him univetfal approbation.
He was afterwards appointed one of the Senators of the Col-
lege of Juftice, and one of the Lords Commiffioners of Juf-
ticiary., Some gentlemen; of the firft merit in their feveral
lines of life, were educated at the fchool here, vig. the late
Colonel CampBELL DALRYMPLE, youngeft fon of Lord
Drummore, who was Governour of Guadaloupe after it was
taken in the warof 17563 Sir RoBERT Murray Ke1TH,
and his brother Sir BasiL KEiTn; ; the laft of whom, after
an honourable life in the navy, died Governour of Jamaica.
" The firft ftill furvives, an honour to the corps diplomatique,
as a2 member of which he has done eminent fervices to his
Kiog and country, '

Msmerals —-There is plenty of coal, particularly in the eftate
of Prefton-grange ; but none is wrought at prefent, nor has
been for more than 30 years, The patith is fupplied with
this article from the pits in the parifhes of Tranent and In-
vercfk. Whin-ftone rock is alfo fourd here. There do not’
appear to be any free ftone quarries worth the working,

Advantages and Difadvaniages—Among the advantages are .
to be reckoned the fithety, and vicinity of coal. Among the
Vor. XVIL L difadvantages,
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difadvantages, the fcarcity of foft water, The convenience
for fea bathing is alfo a confiderabl¢ advantage, as it renders
the town much reforted to in fummer. The accefs to the
fea is immediate, At high tide it flows clofe to the town,
and even at low tide does not recede to a great diftance,

Population.—From accurate lifts taken this year (1792)
compared with the return to Dr Webtter in 1755, the popu-
. lation of this parifh appearsto have increafed above one-fifth
within thefe 40 years. 'The prefent number of fouls is 2028
The number in 1755 was - - - 1596

Increafe 432

‘According to the parifh regifter, which appears to be very

exa&t, the number of perfons of both fexes, born in the pa-
rith for a century paft, is as follows :

‘TaBLE v3 BirTHS.

o Males. Females. Total.
From 1691 to 1700 inclufive 411 416 827

1701 © 1710 463 444 907

—— 1711 1720 438 429 867
— 1721 1730 ' 44y 317 826
— 1731 1740 © 328 326 654
—— 1741 1950 183 gt 374
— 1751t 1760 253 229 482
— 1761 1770 308 278 586
— 1751 1780 361 372 733
—- 1781 1790 350 33t 681
3544 3393 6937

In the year 1791 32 37 69
—_— 1792 34 27 61

- . . 3610 3457 7067
- v 0£
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Of the l4R 10 years in the table, the greateft number of

birthsin one year, viz. 1789, was 82
The leaft rumber in. one year, viz. 1790 57
s,

The medium of - - - - 139 is 693
Annual average of the laft 10 years in the table 68; is 68,.,
Twins born within the laft 16 years * - 20

STaTIsTICAL T_Anm oF THE ParisH oF PRESTON-PANS, FOR
' 1793-
Houfes. Fam. Mal. Fem. Ton
There are, in the town of
Pre&on-pins, -~ - 198 384 687 805 1492
InCuttle - - - g2 8 126 165 291
In Prefton, including North- .
field and Schaw’s Hofpital 16 23 65 49 114
In Dolphinfton and Dolphin- - '
fton Mains - - 13 13 32 28 6o
In P;eftonérange, Drummore, : ©o
and the reft of the parith 11 11 26 45 1

- Total 290 520 936 1092 2028

Perfons born out of the parith - 301 453 754

in England - - o9 5 14

—p— in Ireland - - 1 o 1
' Acss.

' Males. Females.
Under 10 years of age - - 304 289
‘From 10 to 20 - - - 188 - 160

D

" Carried forward 492 449

Males.

® Ten females were born at g births, 8 males at 4, and o
male and one female at one, d ’ 4 A e



® Three of thefe

da net reﬁd-e in the parifh.

4+ Two of thefe are licenfed to fell foreign fpirits.
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- Males.  Female.

Brought over 492 449

From 20 to Go - - - 357 §27

Go—p0 < - - 6 8

—t 70 — 80. - - - 21 29

—— 80—9a2 - .- - 3 [}

. 936 iogz
Total 2028

HEerrrors.
Proprietors of land refiding - - ,. 8
Ditto non.refiding - - - - 12
Proprietors of houfes refiding - - - 5§
Ditto non.refiding - - - - 18
Prorgssions.

Clergyman - - - - - I
Schoolmafter - - - - - X
- Private teachers - . - - 3
Surgeon - - - . . X
Officers of the cuftoms - - - 19
Ditto of the excife - . . 2
Farmers above sol. per annum * - - 11
Ditto under 30l - - - - 18
'.Brcwcrs - - - ' e 5
Employed at a diftillery in a neighbouring pan{h 9
Licenfed to fell Britifh fpirits and%le¢ - - 32
Salters and falt agents - - - 14
Shopkeepers . - - - 23
Gardners. - - - - - 18
Barbers . - - - - - 2

Maflers.
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s

Moflers. Fourneymen. Apprent.  Totah

Smiths - - 9

‘ Males. Females.

Domeftic fervants - 9 13

Farm fervants® - - 24 5-.

Day-labourers - - - -
Coal-drivers - - - .-
Seamen - - " -
Regular filbermen - -

2

o
Mafons- - - 9
Carpenters - v 8
Weavers - N °
Shosnakm - 14 4
Taylors - - 8 3
Watchmakers . o
Ropemakers - 1 1
Candlemaker - - - -
Bakers - - ‘e !
Coopers - - - -

‘ Slaters ] - D - -

- Midwives - - - ‘. -
Wather-women - - -

L

NN N MmN D

1K

- 16

22 .

13
19
13

3

4
[}

10

19

20
23

o 00w N

Perions employcd in the potteries, and thcxr families 252 -

vitriol works, with~ditto 188
regular fillrery, with ditto o4 .
falgepans, with ditto , ,’4'7 '
- - brick and tile works, with d;tto 33 .
' . Perfops

® Some of the Jand is rented by perfons who do mot reﬁde
in the panﬂ:. ‘Their fervants are not taken into account. Some
of it is parcelled into lots of a few acres among different te-

nants, who labour it thcmfdves,

-an

‘n M
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Perfons ferving in the navy, in the laft and former wars 28
Ditto:in the army * = - - - e

Laxps, RExnTS, &c.
Number of acres in Scotch meafure, about - 054
Valaed rent in Scotch money - - L. 52?
Real ditto in Sterling +, about - - L.2480

Number of wheel carriages - - - 6
carts - - - - 54
ploughs - - - - 23

Stock.

Value of each.  Total value,

Numberofdraughthorfcs, 88 L.12 12 o L. 1108 16

0
faddle and carriage

«ditto, - 18 20 o o 360 o o

black cattle’§, ] 8 o o 464 o o

—— COWS, - 63 7 o o 458 o o

== theep, - 6o P o o 6 o o

L.2447 16 o

ANNUAL

# Seven of thefe are Chelfea penfioners.
+ This includes 210 1. for orchards and gardens.

1 The above is the medinm price of the cattle when bought.

They are fed chiefly on turaips, and fold at about 31, profic.




&~
o

on-pans, .

of- Prefi

ANNUAL PRODUCE

Number of | Med, pro-. - . |Walue.of Rraw]lot. value per &
Crops. acres under duce p, acre|Price per Boll:|  per acre. acre. - |Total produce| Total value. 2
. each, _ inbolls. | L. s d.|L. s. d. L. s d in bolls, L. s d. W
" g — = -— S
'Wheat 183.75 9 1 2 73 1 1 o1t 4 9f 16533 [06s 9 3% N
Barley 103 7% 7 r o1}l 1 o e| 8 6 103 7261 861 1k 17 N
ats 127.2§ 8 o4 9i| 1 5 8| 7 4 of 1018, 916 4 o
eans 7.3§ 9 o15 8|/ 1 o of 8 1 © 65.1 58 72 3
cafe 42.7% 6 o115 8| 115 o)l 6 9 o 256.2 275 14 9
Beans and peafe 66.35 8 o115 8| 110 0| 715 4 530. 514 10 10
ares 2.75 6 9 o 1714 9
>otatoes 33,50 30 o 60 L 9 © .0 975. 292 10 ©
Turnips 30.50 410 of, 137 § o
>abbages 12.50/ flones. | per fope. 4 10 o | flones. $6 § o
Sown grafs 66 230 o o0 6 5§15 of 15180 379 10* ©
Pafture ditto 186.75 2 2 of. 392 3 6
862 Total value of the annual produce of 862 acres L.g971 § 6
rchards L. e
ardenground 46 ¢ ® The value of the annual produce of orchards, gar.
abbage plants dens, &c. has not been afcertained.
antations & 6 : .
Shrubberics ! . N. B. Six Shillings are Rated as the medium price of
Fallow 20 potatoes per boll. The price this year (1792) was 83, ; '
Upen Links ' 30 but the crop fell far fhortof 30 bolls per acre. The prices

——=~—— of the wheat, barley, &c. are the higheft fiars,

954
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Accouny of Sart delivered in PrBseoN-paNs CoLLECTION, Jrom the sth of April 1787

exclufive, to the §th of April 1792 inclufive.

L]

.

From the sth of Apri

From ditto

From ditto ee————
From ditt0 "——— —eee

From ditt0 e a—

i
'

11789 to the sth of April 1788 |

-'1788 to ditto

. 1789

1780 10 ditt0 e e 1790°

1790 to ditto ———cme -mcw
1791 t0 ditt0 =memmememe 1992
Total for five years -

* This was fhipped in one veflel for Stockholm.,

8
Salt deliver- Sale dolivered liuble to duty. =
.d duty freefSalt export- D
for the fith-led, duty To be feat Por Total
ery. rawn back | eoaftways. retall, delivred, | &
Butbels. | Bufhels. ..wnmn_-.. Bufhcls, Gallons, { Buthels, Gal,
6492  1870| 60,477 o | 83,839 o
, 3050 “1%160| 56,028 5 | 76,338 5
4780 16,0471 61,752 3 | 8ns79 3
533¢ : .m,wuo 6o,235 6 | 82,335 6
5480| 3200°%| 22,294f 61,387 7 | 93361 7
— e | CEEE SSu— —p
25,033 3200. 89,241] 299,881 5 [417,35¢ S

!
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"NUMBER VIL
:PARISH OF CAVERS,

(CoanTy or RoxBURGH.—PRESBYTERY OF Jens
" BURGH.~SYNOD of MERSE AND TivioTDALE).

- By the Rev. Mr TroMmas ErLLioT, Minifier,
- ‘ " ) .

) Form, Extent, and Apresrance. ‘

THE parith of Cavers is irregular in its form, and of

confiderable extent, being upwards of 20 miles long
from W. to E. and from 7 to 2 broad. «The appearance of
the weftern part of the parith is hilly, and that of the caftern
flat  Some of the hills are of confiderable height ; from one
of them, called the Wjjp, may be feen both the eaft and weft
feas.

Rivers, Soil, and Prodace—~The foil in the lower part of
the parith, from the church to the eaftern boundary, at the
confluence of the two rivers, Tiviar ard Rute, is rich and fer-
tile, and produces good crops of wheat, oats, barley, and
peafe.  Clover, rye-grafs, and turnips, are alfo raifed in con-
fiderable quantitics, The land there lets from 1§55 to 308.
per acre.  The foil of the upper parts is perfedtly adapted
to the purpofe to which it is chiefly applied, viz. the breed-
ing of fheep.

VoL. XVIL M Skezp
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Sheep and Wages —The number of fheep in the parifh is
about 12,000 ; they are of the long white-faced kind, which
bear the fhort clothing wool. The breed has been much
meliorated of late, by means of rams got from the borders of
the Cheviot hills, and the wool now fells ar from 14s. to 17s.
per ftone. A common labourer will earn 14d. per day in
futimer, and 10d. in winter. A man.fervant employed in

- farm work, gets from 6 L. to 71. per annum, with vituals; a

maid-fervant, from 31. 10s. t0 41. 10s. A fhepherd, on a
farm where the mafter refides, inftead of wages, is allowed
to keep fheep; and on a /ed farm, is allowed three fcore
and ten, and a milk cow, which may be valued at 181.

Proprictors, Rent, ¢&’c.—There are 11 heritors in the parifh,

and, except the Duke of Buccleugh, all the principal ones re-

fide in it. The valued rent is 18,9211, 16s. 8d. Scotch.

** The real rent is about 4700L Sterling, . ..

Population.—The number of births, deaths, and marriages,
cannot be precifely afcertained, as few of the Seceders eater
their childrens names in the parith regifter. From Dr Web-
fter’s report, however, itis certain, that the population of the
panith has increafed confiderably within thefe 40 years. The

pumber of inhabitants at prefent-(1794) is about 1300

‘The number of fouls, in 1755, was - = 993

—

Increafe 307

Church and Pcor.—GrorGk Doucras, Efg; of Cavers

. is patron of the parith. The living confifts of 831, 6. 8d.

Sterl. in money, and 2 and a haif chalders of grain, half meal,
half barley ; together with a manfe and garden, and a glebe of
11 Englith acres.  Befides the parifh church, there is a cha-

ple of cafe erected, for the convenicnce of the weftern parts
of
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of this parith, and that of Hawick ' The chaplain who performs
the duty, is partly paid by the Duke of Bucclengh,and the mj-
nifters of Cavers and Hawick, and partly from a fubfgription
by the people. The number of poor receiving weekly fupport
is about 40, for which the heritors aflefs themfelves, to_the
amount of 140l yearly. The weekly colleftions are given
by the kirk-feffion to the poor not belonging to the lift of
penﬁot‘ners.—'f here is, in the village of Denkolm, a Camero-
nian meeting-houfe, which is attended by feveral of the in-
habitants and neighbourhood, who are between 2 and 3 miles
diftant frem the kirk ; few of them, however, join in com=
mynion with them.

Enminent Men—Lord Heathfield *, fo jufily famed for his
military exertions, particularly his gallant defence of Gibral-
tar,

* Geronce Avcusyus EviorT, Lord Heaturisup, the gth
fon of Sir Gilbert Eliott, Bart. of Stobs, was born at the pater-
nal eftate in the year 1718. He fhewed an early inclination for -
a military life, and foon hecame an officer in the 23d regiment
of foot, the Royal Wel(h Fufileers. He left this regiment, and
went into the corps of engineers at Woolwich, where he conti-
nued till the year 1740, when he became adjutant in the 2d
troop of horfe guards. He ferved in Germany, and was woun-
ded at the batiles of Dittengen and Fontenoy. 1n March 1759,
he was appointed to the 15th regiment of light dragoons ; and,
in the Augult following, headed the fecond line of horfe under
the Marquis of Granby, at the battle of Minden. Being con-
ftituted a lieutenant general, he was, in 1763, ordered from
Germany, for the parpofe of afliting, as fecond in command,
at the memorable redu®ien of the Havannah. He was ap-
pointed Commander in Chief in Ireland in 1794, but being dif-
gutted, on his arrival, he made a requeft to be recalled, which
was complied with; and, opon the death of Lord Cornwallis,
he was made Governor of 'Gibraltar in his place, which fortrefs.
he bravely defended during the late fiege, in the years 1379,
1780, 1781, and .782  In 1783, he was granted a penfion of
2000l. per annum, and created a Knight of the Bath; and, in
1787, way raifed to the dignity of a peer of Great Britain. The

X honours
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tar, in the years 1779, 1780, and 1981, is {fprung from the
family of Stobs, now reprefented by Sir William Eliott, Bart.
one of the principal heritors of this parith.

Antiquities —The remains of the Roman or Saxon fortifi-
cation, called Catrail, runs through this parith, from S W.
to N. W. towards Sclkirk and Galla Water. There afe fe-
veral camps to be found in the upper part of this parith,
Some of them appear to have been Roman camps, and others
Saxon *.

NUM-

honours which he had thus jultly acquired, he did not loxg;rp
joy, for he died in the year 1790, -

® At a place called Carlenrigg, a number of Roman urng
were duog up about § years ago; but when thefe camps were
formed, or the urns depofited, the prefent incumbent has never
been able to difcover. At Prieft-haugh, a great sumber of gold
coins were found, fuppofed to have been depofited by fome of
the attendants of Queen Mary, when fhe vifited Bothwell at the
Hermitage Caftle. At a fmall wood, near Carlenrigg Chapel,
the famous Joux ArmstronG was taken aad flain, ~ °  ©f
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NUMBER.VIL
PARISH OF POLWARTH,

(CounTY OF Mnsa.a-Punnnr OF Dumn.—-
'S¥NoD or MERSE AND T:vxo'rnu.x}. '

By 1be Rev. Mr Rossrt.Hous, Minifer.”

Forem, Situation, and Extent.
HIS parifh is of a triangular form, and terminates:in
B a point in the caft, where the four panfles o¢ role
warth, ¥Fogo, Edsom, and Langton, all mecer. It 1» adous 3
miiles long, and- its utmoft breadth about .

80i! and Cultivation.~The {oil is varions ; the greateft part
‘clay, ahd fome of ‘that on a tilly bed, which'is beft ‘tuapeed
for grafs; other parts of it, are gravellith, and fome fandy.
On the north-weR there is a contiderable extent of muir,.—
The whole of the parifh is inclofed, excepting a {mall farm,
and the muir allotted by the proprietor to the ufe of the
.village, for pafture and fuel. Above 150c acres are in
old grafs, and fubdivided into inclofures of from 10 to 30
acres, all of them fufficiently watered. Thefe are let annu- -
ally by public roup, and bring very high rents, for the ac-
commodation of thofe farmers, who breed more fluck than
;hcy can maintam at home,

o v : Pfﬂdﬂ“’
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Produce, Proprictor, and Rents.—The principal crops in
the parith are oats and barley, a few peafe, and fometimes a
little wheat. Turnips have of late years' become 2 more ge-
neral crop, and fucceed well. “L'here is a confiderable quan-

« tity of old timber, ot goéd fize, befides much young plant-
ing, which are, in general, very thriving.—Great attention
has been paid by the Earl of MarcuMonT (fole proprictor
of the parith) to the dreffing of ‘the hedges ; many of them
are allowed to be the fineft in the country. The valued
rent of the parifh is 1624 1. Scotch. The real rent is about
1000 L. Sterling.  Grafs land lets at from 10s. to 305, per
acre; arable land from 17s. to0 20s.

Population.—The village of Polwarth is the moft populous
part ot the parith. 'The population has, on the whole, jn-
creafed within thefe 40 years, as will appear from the fol-
Jowing table : )

, PoruLATION TABLE OF THE PARIsH oF POLWARTH.

'

Families, Souls.

In the village - - 55 184
In the country - - 17 104
Total in 1793 - - 72 288

Number of fouls in the whole parifh, as re-
turned to Dr Webtter in 1755 - 2851

Increafe 37

Proressions 1N THE VILLAGE.
Wrights - - 3  Tailors - - 2
Mafon - - I Shoemakers - [
Smith a - 1 Tanner - - I
Weavers - - 2 Carters - - 3
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* Viillage, Climate, and Difeafes.—The village of Polwarth is
fituated on very wet, and even fwampy ground, fo that ale
moft in'every houfe they have a hole dug to colle&t the un-
der water, which requires to be often emptied in wet wea-
ther; and yet the inhabitants are very healthy, being neither.
fubje& to rheumatic nor aguifh complaints. The prefent
incumbent, who has been minifter of the parith 24 years,
"does not remember any epidemical diftemper prevailing in

the village *.—The houfes are very much fcattered, not a-
bove 2 or 3 at moft being fituated clofe to each other. It is
probably owing to this circumftance, that epidemic diftem-
pers do not fpread.—In the m:ddlc of the villaie there are
two thorn trees, at about 6 yards 'diftance from each other,
around which, it was formerly the cuftom, for every new
married pair, with their company, to dance in a ring ; from
hence the fong of Pelwarth on the Green. But this cuftom
-has fallen much into difufe, there not having beén above 2
" inftances of it thefe 20 years.

Manrer of Living.—Almoft every houfcholder, along
with his houfe, rents a fmall portion of land, called an acre,
but which is often nearer rwo. With the produce thercof,
together with what they can fpare from their gardens, and
the ufe of a confiderable extent of muir, which they enjoy
by the indalgence of the proprictor, they are enabled to keep
one cow cach, and moft of them what is called & follower.
As the rents of their fmall pofleffions are very moderate,
they live comfortably, an feldom remove, moft of the fas
milies having been in the villige for feveral generations

back 3

* In autumn 1790, an epidemic fever and fore throat, which
was very prevalent in Dunfe and in every willaze round about;
made its appearance in two different houfes in Polwarth at the
fame time, but fpread no farther.
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Mack 3 and, for every houfe that becomes empty, there are
always feveral competitors.  The 3 carters above mentioned
bave a larger portion of land, and keep 2 horfes, with
which they plough the people’s acres ; and bring home thcnt
terf, which is their principal fuel.

Church ®* —On the front of the church there is the fol-
lawing infcription :—Templum Boc Dei cultui in ecclefia de Pole
averih, a fundi dominis cjufdem prius defpgnationis, dein cogmo-
winis, aedificatum ot dicatum ante annum falutis 900, relforio-
gus bensficio dototum  Sed temporis curfu labefalium, a Dre.
JounanxedeSaNcToCLaRO} de Herdmanfion geners Dai. Pa-
tricii de Polwarth de eodem, civca annum 1378, reparatum, tan~
dom vero vetuflute 4d ruinam vergens, fumptibus utrinfque pro-
fapioe haevedss, Dri. Patricit Huwme, Comitis de Marcu-
MONT, {&c. fummi Scotice Chancellarii, et Dnae. GR1SSELL R
Xax, Comitiffae, ejus fponfoe, fepulchri facello arcuate recens
conflrullum, et campanarum obeliffCo adaullum fuit. Anno Do-
mini 1703. The living confifts of 64 bolls of oats, 32 of

“berley, 241 ¥7s, Sterling in money, with a manfe, and a
glebe of about 14 Englifh acres.

Poor~The number of poor upon the roll of the parith
amounts to twelve, and they receive in all, according to
their different fituations, 26L 13s. 4d. which is raifed by
aflefiment, whercof one half is ‘paid by the proprictor,
the other balf by the tenants. Befides the inrolled poor,
there ase feveral who receive from the kirk-feffion in-

o

tenim

®* Apam Mume, as appears from his tomb. ftone, was the iRt
minifter after the Reformation  [he thiee laft minifters, as
well as the preient incumbent, were all Humss,

1 That isy Lord Jonn Sinciam.
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terim fupplies ; and others, particularly the widows of fuch
as have been fervants or day-labourers to the Earl of March.
mont, are allowed, by his Lordthip, fome a ftone, others
half a ftone of oat meal per week, which, with the proe
duce of their own labour, enables them to live comfort-
ably. It may alfo be obferved, that there are many old and
infirm men, to whom his Lordthip; (who has -always been
reinarkable for his humanity and attention to the poor peos
ple in this parifh, as well as upon other parts of his eftates),
gives work, or rather wages for what they are unable to per

‘form. . )

Vor. XVIL, N NUM.
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N UMBER IX.

UNITED PARISHES OF COLVEND
AND SOUTHWICK.

{CounTy oF KIRKCUDBRIGHT.—SYNOD AND PRESBYTERY OF
' * DumrrIEes.)

By the Rev. Mr Jamgs LiTTLE, Minifier.

———— e e

Origin of the Names.

HE name of the parith of CoL vEND appears to have heen

antiently CuLWEN. - In the 15th century, a Jobunnes
. de Culwen, the ancelior of the prefent family of CORWEN
of Workington, in Cumberland, into which the name, when
unconneéted with the territory, hath been corrupted, married
a daughter of the family of the Stuarts, Lords of Galloway;
which is vouched by the principal contra&t of marriage, in
the pofleflion of the Curwen family.—SouTHWICK appears
to be a compound of the Englifh word foutb, and the Saxon
word wic, which fignifics, in that language, the winding of a
river. 4

Situation, Extent, and Form.—This is one of what are called
the ten parifbes *, which lie within the ftewartry of Kirkcud-
bright, on the eaft fide of the water of Urr, or Orr, but
within the prefbytery, fynod, and commiflariot of Dumfries.
The river Urr feparates it, on the W. from the parith of

Buittle.

® he other g are Urr. Kirkpatrick Durham, Kirkgunzeon,
New-Abb.y, Kirkbean, Troquire, Terregles, Lochrutton, and
Kirkpatrick Irongray.
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Buittle. It extends, in lengti:, from E, to W, along the
coaft of the Solway Frith, about 8 miles, and in breadth,
from N. to S. about 4 miles, formfng nearly a right angled
parallelogram. The parith church ftands 20 miles S. W, from
Dumfries, 16 miles E. from Kirkcudbright, and g leagues, by
water, N. of the town of Whitehaven in Cumberland.

Surface, Soil, Hills, ¢c.—The furface of this parifh is ex«
tremely rough and irregular. No extenfive trals of arable
land, or regular ficlds, arc here to be met with; but only
fmall fpots and patches, and even thefe much broke and in- .
terrupted by rocks, large heaps or cairns of ftones, and im-
penetrable copfes of thorn, furze, and briers or bramble, The
furface is generally uneven, all alcending or defcending, but
the many rifing grounds and hills are not very high. For
near 2 miles towards the E. end of the parifh along the coaft,
the country becomes more fmoorh and flat, and the fields
more regular, and moftly arable: But along the northern fron-
tier, efpecially towards the N, E. extremity of the parith,
there are very mountainous grounds covered with heath, and
funning in a chain, into the fkirts of the large and confpicu-
ous mountain Crow-fe// *. In fuch a country, it is next to
impoflible to afcertain the precife quantity of arable ground,
or even to conjecture what proportion it bears, to the many
fpots and large tradts of what may be pronounced incapable
of cultivation, and utterly unimprovable. The foil is, for the
moft part, a light loam, warm and fertile, adapted for paftu-

. rage rather than tillage. It would be much more produdtive,
were it not for a pernicious mixture of coarfe fand, or rather
large particles of flint and crumbled granite (tone, which too

haftily

* Both in this, and the neighbouring counties-af Cumberland

and Weflmorland, many of the large {rads of high mountainous
ground are called fz/s.
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hatily abforbs the natural moifture, and foon exhaufis the
firength of manure and improvement. Of late years, confides
" rableand pretty fuccefsful cfforts have been made, for clear-
ing the ground of ftones and bramble, extending the quan-
tity of arable land, and building fences; fo that now almoft
all that will admit of culture, or improvement, hath been ac-
tually brought under the plough.

8ea Coaft.—The fea coalt here along the frith is remark-
ably bold and rocky, forming high and tremendous precipices,
from which the tide ebbs, leaving dry a large tra& of flat
fand, from whence, at low water, may be viewed fome piQu- -
refque and magnificent fcenes: High and pointed fpires, at.
the bafes of which are paflages through them in form of rude
arches ; fpacious and regular amphitheatres, and mouths of
caverns running up under ground into the land, farther than
any human being hath ever adventured to explore. In the
crevices of the rock, but generally where the precipice is over-
hanging, or moft inacceflible, is found the marine plant fam-
phire, well known as a preferve or pickle; to the dangerous
cxpedients for gathering which, as alluded to of old by Shake-
fpeare *, the people here are, at this day, no ftrangers. To-
wards the caft, about the mouth of Southwick water, the
coaft becomes entirely flat.

Frith, Rivers, &&’c.—The Soleway Frith, here, is 9 leagues
over. By it there is frequent communication with the towns
of Whitehaven, Partoun, Harrington, Workington, Mary- _
port, and Allanby, in the north of England; from whence

lime is imported, and conveyed into the interior parts of
the

d half way down
Hangs ome that gathers famphire; dreadful trati::.
EAR.
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the country up the water of Urr; which is 2 miles broad at
its confluence with the frith, and is navigable from thence
about 8 miles by veflels of 8o tons burden. This navigable
river, about 2 miles from its mouth, forms within land a large
- bafon, commonly called Gié¥’s Hold, into which large veflels
are often obliged to put, in ftormy weather, where they are
well fheltered and fafely moored. The water of Southwick
is a fmaller fiream, which falls into the frith towards the eaft
end of the parith, and alfo affords a convenience for impor
tation of lime ; being navigable for near 2 miles by vefiels of
{mall burthen. The navigation, however, of the Solway Frith
is every day becoming more difficult and hazardous, by the
large fand banks which lic in its channel, on which many
fhipwrecks happen ; and which within thefe few years have
rifen much higher, and extended themfclves much farther
out towards its mouth, feeming to threaten, at no very diftant
period, to fhut it up altogether.

Climate, and Difeafes.—This part of the country, enjoying

a free circulation of air, a warm dry foil, and, like all other

rocky countries, many fprings of excellent water, might be

expeted to be more healthy than it is really experienced to

be. Exceflive falls of rain, brought by violent foutherly and |
fouth-wefterly winds, blowing in from the neighbouring At-
lantic, have of late years been feverely felt here ; and have
probably contributed to the frequency of flow fevers, fuxes,
catarrhs, and confumptions, but above all to rheumatic com-
plaints, which univerfally prevail here. In autumn 1772, the
infection of 2 malignant fever was communicated to this pae
rith from abroad, and made great havock: It was 3 years

before the infection was quite extinguithed. The fudden and °
loud gufts of fouth-wefterly winds, feveral of which have begn
expenenced in this part of the country, ‘uncommonly violent
within
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 within thefe laft 12 years, are by fome conje&tured to proceed
from volcanic eruptions from the bottom of the Atlantic
ocean.

State of Property.—The old valued rent of the parifh is
31831, Scotch. The prefent rental cannot be precifely ftateds
Accefs cannot be eafily had to the knowledge of the rent of
fome farms ; feveral grounds are in the natural poffeffion of
the proprietors: It may probably be fomewhat between 2 gool.
and 3000l. There are 22 heritors, fome of whom have pro-
perty in the parith to the extent of j001. per annum; fome fo
low as 7. Ten of thefe are refident. There are no towns or
villages in the parith. The farms are generally fmall : ‘There
are about 130 enants, or perfons who may be faid to occupy
Jand in the parith, not more than one or two of whom farm
to the extent of 100 1. of yearly rent; many fo low as g 1.

Produce and Cultivation.—The kinds of grain produced here
confift chiefly of oats and barley; and af green crops, pota-
toes, turnips, and clover. The rotation of crops ufually ob-
ferved is, firlt 2 or 3 fucceflive crops of oats; then the ground
is fummer fallowed, and dunged, with a green crop of pota-
toes or turnips; lafily, a crop of barley, along with which are
fown ryegrafs, and red and white clover feeds: After onc
crop of hay is taken, the ground is paftured 4 or § years be-
fore it is again opened up. Lime is ufed as a manure, and is
imported from Cumberland, at 1 s. the Carlifle buthel. Shells
are found in great abundance on the fhore, and have alfo
been much ufed, but are experienced to be rather too ftimue
latiog a manure for fo very thin and light a foil. ‘The great
excellency of fhells, as a manure, is for breaking or loofening
a ftiff’ clay, or a heavy wet foil. The farmers here, and all
over Galloway, at length convinced of the benefit and impore

tance
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.tance of dung as a manure, are difufing the prattice of laying
their black cattle out in the open fields all wiater, and are
now beginning to fced them in houfes or.{hadcs. The foil,
wot only of this parifh, but of almoft the whole county, be- ,
-ing warm and dry, in wet {fummers produces luxuriant crops
of corn and grafs. The creps here have been very plentiful
thefe laft 4 or 5'ycars.'

Exgorts, Prices ¢f Weges, &&e.—Unpromifing as the appear»
. ance of the country is, this parifh produces confiderably more
grain than is confumed by the ichabitants. There are ge.
nerally exported from it, 2vnually, about 2500 Winchefter
buthels of bariey to Whitehaven, Lancafter, and Liverpool;
and from 3000 to 4ooo ftones of oatmeal to the fea-port and
manufalluring towns in the weft of Scotland ; befides confi-
derable quanti‘ies of potaroes to the Englith markeér. Th~
exporting prices of barley here iiave been. on an average of
the laft 10 years, 2s. 8jd per Winchefter tuthel, and of
oatmeal 1s. 93 d. per ftone of 171ib. 10 0z. averdupois. Po-
tatoes are fold at from zos. to 30s. per ton. The prices of
butcher meat here are regulated by the Dumfries iarket.
The {maller articles of provifion, fuch as butter, fowls, eggs,
&c. are rather high, as there.are very frequent opportunities
of conveying them to the fea-port towns in the north of Eng-
land, where they find a ready market. ‘The wages of me-
chanics, and prices of labour of all kinds, have of late years
rifen very high here, as in all the other farming counties i
the fouth of Scetland. :

Woods and Plantations,.—From the great quantities of large
and full grown oak timber, ftill in good prefervation, which
are dug up in'the many fmall fpots of peat mofs in the pa-
rifh, it would appear that natural wood had abounded in it.

. Indged,
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Indeed, the vulgar tradition is, that, a few centuries ago, it
was wholly a wood or foreft. There are ftill fome natural
wood-lands in the '.intcrior parts of the parith ; and feveral
fmall plantations of barren timber have been made lately,
which thrive well. Very many attempts are now making to
rear fruit orchards in the parith ; but, owing to the extreme
thinnefs and lightnefs of the foil, and the unfavourable expo-
fure of this part of the country to the fouth.wefterly winds,
they do not promife much fuccefs.

Fifb, t'c.—The kinds of fith taken here are falmon, white
flounders, plaife, fome foles of a very large fize, fkate, and,
very rarely, turbot; but the great ftaple is cod, of which
‘large quantities, and fome of excellent quality, are taken here,
and-carried to Dumfries, and other neighbouring {maller towns,
and fold at from 1 d. to 3 d. per pound. Of fhell fith, large
quantities of cockles and mufcles are found on the coaft ; al-
fo fhrimps, wilks, and other fmaller kinds, of little value. No
companies are affociated here for the purpofe of carrying on
any fitherics. Moft part ot the inhabitants, however, near
the coaft, are occafionally employed in fithing, but all as fingle
adventurers. The fhallownefs of the water near the thore,
and the roughnefs of the fea in the cod fithing feafon, render
the ufe of boats in fithing dangerous, and almoft impraQicable,
The fhores-produce 15 or 20 tons of kelp once in § or 6
years; an article reduced nearly one half in price fince the

‘barilla a&t was pafled in 1781.

Ecclefiaftical State.—~The church, which is fituated near the
S. W. corner of the parith, one mile N, from the frith, and
at the fame diftance E. from the water of Urr, was built in
1771, is very plain, but large and commodious. The manfe,
which ftands about a quarter of a mile N. E. of th¢ church,

upon
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upon the banks of a lake of 5o acres extent, and in form of
a crefcent, was built in 1763, for what was at that time un-
deritood to be the legal allowance, 10001 Scotch, aud con-
fequently upon a fmall plan, and poorly executed. In 1777
it was repaired, and fome additions made to it. The glebe
confifts of about 6 acres. T'he annexed parith of SouThH-
wick lies to the caftward, and the minifter poflefies alfo a
glebe there of about 8 acres.  Although the walls of the old
church of Southwick, which ftands in a very romantic fmall
ftrath, about 4 :niles E. from the parith church, fill remain
in many places at their full heighth, yet there is not the
{malleft tradition of any incumbent there, or of any circun}-
flance relating to it as a feparate charge. It appears to have
been annexed to Colvend ever fince the reformation. In Fe.
bruary 165, Mr David Hope, then incumbent, obtained de-
crect againft the heriter: of both parither, modifying the fti-
pend at 3 chalders of viciual, two thirds meal and one-third
bear, and 4001l Scotch of money, with o merks for commu-
nion ¢clements. By a new decrect in 1789, the ftipend was
modified at 82c.1. Scotch, with 40! Scotch for communion
" elemeats, and the witual continued. However long thefe
parithes have been united, their antient boundaries are flill
ditt:nétly known. Colvend is to Southwick *, in point of
rental, extent of territory, and population, nearly as three to
two.

Schaol. —There was wodified, fo lately as Apeil 1793, 200
m.erks of fchool falary, of which one fchoolmatter, who teach-
Vor. XVII (6] e

* There has been found lately a diary of the perfonal expen-
ces of King Epwawp L of England, in one of his expeditions
againtt dzotland, kept by his puorler, or fome of the domeflics
in his {uute, where, among other arricles, is ftated a fmall fumn,
ofizred, with his devotions, 10 cur Lady of Soutbevick.
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es within a2 mile of the church, enjoys 71. 25. and has up»
wards of jo fcholars; his income may be i81. per annum.
The rewmnainder of the modified falary, with 21. yearly of mor-
tified money, is given to another teacher, who keeps a fchool
in the eafiern end of the parith, and has ufually 30 fcholars.
His yearly income is about 131. The heritors have lately.
effeffed themfelves in 60 1. for building two commodious an«t
fufficient fchool-houfes, which will be exesuted in fpring

1794

_ Population—Although the number of births, which is
generally about 36 annually, greatly exceeds the number of
deaths, which is from 18 to 24, yet the population feems
not to have increafed much thefe 18 years. This, and the
excefs of the number of females to that of males, may be
accounted for, by many of the young men going to fea, or
to fettle abroad. In 1772, by an epidemical malignant fe-
ver, and in 1774, by emigration, the population of this pa-
rith fuffered two fevere thocks, from which it hath fcarcely
yet recovered. Notwithftanding thefe circumftances, how-
ever, there has been an increafe ﬁpon the whole within
thefe 40 years. The number of inhabitants at prefent,

(1794) is, Males - - 456
- Females - - 508
: ~—— 964
The return to Dr Webfter, in 1755, was 898
Increafe 66

Oceupations.—It is impoffible to clafs the above inhabitants
by their refpe&tive occupations. . About g2 are failors. The
farms being numerous and {mall, many hufbandmen are oc-
cafionally alfo mafons, wrights, carpenters, fhoemakers, wea-

vers,
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vers, and tailors, and one man profeflfes fometimes two, or
even three of thefe different mechanic branches.

Horfes and Black Cattle.~There are in the parith upwards
of 200 horfes, being confiderably more than are fufficient

for all the purpofts of agriculture ; but fo it generally hap-

pens where there are many very fmall farms., There are

kept about 650 milk cows or breeders, all the offspring of

which are preferved, and carefully reared to aged cattle.
There are about 1300 rifing cattle, from 1 to 4 years old,
kept the year round, at which age, when they are arrived,
they are fold lean to the graziers on the fouth-eattern coun-
" ties of England, at from 71. to 10l a-head. = All thefe are
of the true Galloway breed, moftly wanting horns, not of
the largeft fize, but very handiome. The breeds both of
horfes and black cattle in this parith have been nuch im.
proved within thefe g years. N

Sheep and Goats.—There are about 2000 fheep kept in the
parith, and about 100 goats in the more remote and moun-
tainous grourlds. Among the theep there are fome flocks
of the brown-faced {mall old Scottith kind, with fine thort
wool; the greateft number are of the black-faced kind. There
are‘alfo a few upon the lower and more improved grounds
of the larger breeds, with white faces, which have in later
years been introduced from England *,

Minerals,

* About 6 or 7 years ago, a gentleman of this parifh, a Mr

" Crossie, then malter of a veflel in the Baltic trade, purchafed °

from fome Laplanders he faw at Stockholm, a Lapland ram
with 4 horns, of about the fize and weight of the common black
faced fheep of this country; but his great excellence was his
fleece, which was very abundant, and remarkably fine and filky.
He brought him home to this country, with which he fgemed

' 0

’



108 Statiftical Account

Minerals ®.—The rocks and ftones, which abound fo much
in this parifh, are all of hard granite, many of them inter-
fperfed with veins of flint or fpar. They furnith excellent
materials for walls and fences. There is likewife a quarry
of a frce or fofter fpecies of granite, on one part of the
fhore, which is worked fer mill-ftones, and from whence all
the mills in the fouth-weft of Scotland are furnithed. Ma-
vy of them are ailo carried into the interior parts of the
country, and fome are fent to Ireland. Trom 20 to 15 are
fold annuaily at about 3 1. each,

Fuel —There are very many fmall fpots of peat mofs in
the parifh, which arc now much exhaufted. The prepara-
tion of this kind of fuel, upon which the fole dependence
of the gencrality of the inhabitants has hitherto been, is
here attended with vaft expence of time and labour, and af-
ter ail they are but poorly fupplied. However humane the
intention of the legifieture wae, in the late commutation of
the coal duty, it has been in a great meafure fruftrated, as

tQ

to agree very weil. Tle was obferved to delight much in crop-
ping the heather, and to prefer it to every other plant the cli-
mate produced. He lived 18 months in the country, and ex-
perienced all our variety of feafon. e propagated with a
ewe of this country; but both he and his offspring were killea
by fome other aninal, by which means the breed was unfortu-
nately loft.

* About z5 years ago, a copper mine was opened in this
. parifh, near the rocky fhore. A confiderable quantity of ore
was dug up, and fent :n catks to a {melting furnace at fome
diftance. It was found to be rich, and a&ually produced as
much copper as cleared all charges upon it ; but the work was
relinquifhed. The eftate, upon which it was found, was then
the paternal eftate of the late Countefs of SurneRLAND and La-
dy GuLennrcHY, but is now the _progerty of Mr Oswacrp of
Auchencruive.

~
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to this part of the country, by the felfithnefs of the propri.
etors or tackimen of the coal mines along the Cumberland
coaft, who immediately availed themfelves of the opportu-
nity it gave them to advance the price of coals at the pit, fo
far as to keep them ftill above the reach of the fmaller far-
mers, and inferior claffes. i

Rare Natural Produflions.~Befides the wild quadrupeds,
<cmmon to all the fouth of Scotland, there have been found
here fome few individuals of a fpecies of the weafel, more
rare in this country. It refembles the pole-cat, or common
foumart, from which it is diftinguithed by the largenefs of
its fize, the fuperior quality of its fur, and by being free of
that foetid fmell which renders the other fo difagreeable
and difgufting. It is vulgarly called the martin, and is the
muflela martis of matural hiftorians.—There are found upoa -
the fhore here fome of thofe wonderful marine produétions,
which feem to be the links that conneét the animal and ve-
getabie fyltems, viz. the PoLypus, called alfo the Sea Ane-
mone. It does not poffefs a loco-motive faculty, and its or-
gans are too imperfz&t to entitle it to be ranked with ani-
mals ; but appears to have fomewhat of more femfation than
can be afcribed to a merely vegetable fubftance, like fome of
which, too, it is reproduced from any part cut off. Such of
them as are found here are of a fmaller fize, and their co-
lours are not fo vivid, as thofe in warmer climates *,—Some

of

* A neighbouring clergyman, however,(.he Rev. Mr Muiz-
neap of Urr), feems to be of a different opinion refpeiting this
wonderf{ul femi.animal. In a letter to a friend in town he
gives the following defeription of it: ¢ About g years ago I
« difcovered, in the parith of Colvend, the Animal Floaver, in as
¢ great perfeion and variety as it is in Jamaica. The lively
¢ colours, and the various and elcgant forms of the Polypus

(13 On
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of the fprings that ooze through the rocks are of a petrify:

#ng quality, particularly in the higher and more rugged hilks
in Southwick, near Crow-fell, where fome chryftallizations are

found. ] ‘

Antiguities *.—At Fairgarth, near the center of the parifh,
there is a well formed of a very copious fpring of excellent
wrater, arched over, which gees by the name of St Law-
rencd’s Well, hard by which are the veftiges of a chapel, with
’ burying

# on this coaft, are truly equal to any thing recited by natural
« hiftorians, refpeing the fea-flowers of any other country,
¢ To fee a flower of purple, of green, blue, yellow, &c. firiving
s¢ to catch a worm, is really amufing.”

® About- the year 1980, there was found upon the eftate of
Soutkwick, belonging to Sir Jamss RippsLi, Bart. in the mid.
dle of a large granite ftone, when blalted with gun powder, in
a focket exally fitted to it, a piece of the fame kiad of fub-
ftance, fmooth and polithed, in form fomewhat refembling a
rude hatchet. It was about g inches long, 6 broad at the one
end, and 3 at the other end, about the thicknefs of the palm of
the hand ; one of the angles at the broad end a little more acute
than the other, the corners a little rounded, and fharp round
the edges. The virtuofi, to whofe infpeQion it was fubmitted,
did not hefitate immediately to pronounnce it to be a harchet,
which bad been ufed by the Druids in performing facrifice,
which conje&ure they imagined warranted by the veftige of 2
Druidical temple very near the place where it was found : But
this depends upon an hypothefis which admits rather of fome
doubt. When the fize, the firmnefs, and folidity of the mafs
in which it was found, are confidered, and the difficulty of af-
figning any period fince the creation as the commencement of
the formation of fuch a mals—indeed our entire ignorance of
the nature and proirefs of fuch a procefs, or the time it would
require,—it mult be owned it becomes rather problematical,
whether this hatchet is the work of art, and ever exitedina
flate feparate  from the ftone out of which it was taken ; or if
the phenomenon is only a /ufus naturae.
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burying groutid * around it, now occupied as a barn-yard.—'
At che fouth-weft corner of the parifh, on a very high pro-
montory, or head of land, formed by the junion of the
Water of Urr with the Solway Frith, there are the veftiges
of a work of ftrength, fuppofed to be Danith; the fofsé is
ftill very apparent. It bears the name of the Caple-bill of
Barclay. Upon the benk of the fame river, on the caft fide,-
about two iles farther up, upon the narrow top of a fmall,’
but high, fteep, and rocky hill or mount, have lately been
difcovered the veftiges of another work of ftrength, which,
from the fcanty remains of its materials that are to be found,
antiquarians fuppofe to have been a vitrified fort. The
place is called the Moat of the Mark, or Merkland of. Bar-
elay t.

Manners.—The Ile of Man, which lies 24 leagues diftant
to the S. W. the higher grounds of which are in fight-here,
is well known, before the lordfhip of .it was purchafed by
government. in 1765, to have been the great channel of a
contraband trade with France, to the fecret operation of
which, the nature of this country as_above defcribed, but
then io a ftill more unpolithed ftate, was moft favourable.
Having the advantage of many fecret caverns, impervious
thickets, devious paths, and unfrequented traits, which af-
forded innomerable and fecure hiding places, it is not to be
wondered at, if the inhabitants were generally and deeply
engaged in it, and confequently addited to idlenefs, and to
that fpecies of .intemperance to which the ftaple of that

trade

* Some people were alive lately, who remembered tohave feen
fome of the tomb-flones and infcriptions, but aone ¢an now be
found.

1+ Vide A;cntozoou, Vol. X.
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trade immediately miniftred.” But the abolition of that trade
has had a happy cffeét upon the improvement of the country,
and the manners of the people in this correr; and the traces
of thefe more licentious times, which were a proverbial re-
proach to this parifh, are now almoft wholly obliterated.
The prefent generation are trained up in habits of fobriety
and induftry, for which, and for their attention to their
farms and refpetive occupations, they are perhaps now no
lefs remarkable, than they were in thofe more diffolute times,
for their diflipation.

Difadvantages.—~The moft ftriking which occur apply to
the whole county of Galloway, as well as to this parith,
namely, the difadvantages under which the farmers and
breeders of black cattle, the great ftaple of this part of the
country, labour in marketing them.—A number of young
fellows, of the very lowett clafs, who diflike, or affe& to be
‘above labour, turn what are called jobbers, fcour the country,
and infeft the cattle markets, and, by picking up the younver
cattle, intercept a profit between the breeder and grazier, to
the prejudice of one, or perhaps both of them. This is an
evil which it js impradticable to reftrain, unlefs by fomething
like the following method : That the farmers in general, for
their mutual advantage, fhould enter into a concert, where-
by it fhall be underftood, to be laid down as a rule, that
thofe who rear the cattle fhall fell them only to thofe, who,
they know, can graze them upon their own farms or poflef-
fions ; and that thofe again fhall buy only from thofe, whom
they know to have reared them, or who have kept them at
leaft for months.—Anorher evil, of which the confequences
have been, and prefently are, feverely felt by many, is the
frequent and weighty failures of the greater drovers, that is,
thofe who yearly buy the aged cattle through the country,

collect
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colle&t them into large droves, and carry them up to the
markets in the fouth-caft counties of England. They ge«
nerally buy upon credit ; payments are not ecxpeéted, until,
in the courfe of 4 or § months, they arc enabled to make
them from their returns in the Englifh markets, and confe-
quently muft, in a great meafure, depend upon their fuccefs
there, which they themfelves have the exclufive privilege of
reporting to the farmer their creditor. Of thefe adventu-
rers, who thefe many years have obtained the credit and
confidence of the country, the greater number have at one
time or other failed, and fome repeatedly. By fuch failures
large fums have been loft, honeft and induftrious farmers
much hurt and reduced, and whole families ruined. It were
to be withed that the Englith graziers, or cattle merchants,
were to be feen buying their cattle in our own markets, ra-
ther than that our farmers thould be obliged to run fuch
rifks, in trufting their property to fo great extent, in the
hands of people, fo many of whom they have experienced
to be unworthy of their confidence, in order to get it dlf-
pofed of in the remoteft parts of the ifland.

[
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NUMBER X

PARISH OF BUITTLE.

.
(County AND SYNoD oF GALLOWAY.—PRESBYTERY
oF KIRKCUDBRIGHT).

s )
By the Rev. Mr GEORGE MaxwEiLL of Glenarm, Minifler
of that Parifp,

B ————

Narmne, Situation, ‘and Extent.

ARIOUS opinions are entertained as to the derivation

. of the name. Some have thought that Booz-4ill, ot
Butt-kill, was the original name of that territory which now
compofes the parith-of Buittle, on account of the frequent
mufters of cavalry, or archers, that muft have taken place in
the vicinity of the caftle after-mentioned. With as much
probabilitj, however, it may be fuggefted, that the word_
Buittle is but a contra&ion of Bowet-hill or Bowet-hall, anap-
pellation eoccafioned by the beacons in the neighbourhood of

the caftle allnded to; or the great light which it difplayed on

feftive or folemn occafions. Men of the name of Buwtle, too,
are frequent in England, and fo be found in Scotland.—Buit-
tle is one of thofe parithes in the ftewartry of Galloway,
that border upon the Solway Frith, and have the advantages
of navigation. From the march of Crofsmichael, upon the
north, Buittle extends fouthward to the fea, This is the
- length of ‘the parifh, and includes about 8 miles. On the
whole
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whole of the eaf} fide it is bounded by the river and parifh
of Usr. From thence to Kelton and Rerrick, which are
conterminous to Buittle, on the weft and fouth-weft, its ave-
zage breadth may be 3 miles.

Soil, Sugface, Hills, i&'c,—The foil of Buittle is like moft
of zhe land in lower Galloway (efpecially near the mouth of
the Urr), kindly and fertile, even beyond its appearance.
The furface of Buittle is uiequal, and juftifies Buchanan’s
remark ppon Galloway in general:—'¢ Nufquaro fere in
¢ montes attollitur, fed collibus tantum frequentibus intu-
¢ mefcit.” The hills, however, being moitly green and
without heath, have lately drawn the attention of the induf-
trious ; nor have their pains been ill repaid, as the foil is
often found deeper on the heights than on the lower ground.
It is here to be vbferved alfo, that there are few hills in this
part of Galloway, where cultivation is at all practicable, that
do not bear diftin& marks of the plough. The depths of
the furrows, too, plainly declare, that this tillage has not
been cafual, or merely experimental, but frequent and fuc-
ceffive. This fhould fet both the antient population and in-
duftry of this part of Scotland in a more favourable light,
than that in'which they are ufually beheld. It alfo affords
probability to a tradition repeated by the country people to
this day, ¢ That at a time when Scotland was under a pa.
* « pal interdi@, or fentence of curfing from the Pope, it was
« found that his Holinefs had forgot to curfc the hills,
¢ though he had commanded the land, ufually arable, to
s¢ yicld no increafe ; and that while this fentence remained,
s the people were neceflitated to feck tiilage ground, in
¢ places unufual and improbable *.” The grafs th;qugli

the

B ® That King. Roszrr Baves, and what part of Scotl;n':
u
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the greater part of Buittle is excellent, being moftly what is
called the Sheep’s fefeue grafs. Exclufive of other good pro-.
perties, it may be adverted to, that this plant defies extirpa=
tion by either bad farming or bad ftocking : For often when
land is fo much plowed that it will bear no more cora, and
. even the roots of the larger graffes are deftroyed, we fce the

.field covered with the fefcue in a very (hort time. Again,by
overftocking a pafture, the feed fralksof moft graffes are
eaten up, and the very roots preyed upon. But the prodie
gious crop of finall feeds, light and eafily transferred by the
winds, afforded by the fefcue, hinders its deftruétion in the
former fenfe; and the {malinefs of its fibrous roots in the
latter. . e

Plants, t'c,~The vatural produiops of Buittle differ
little from thofe of the lower parts of Galloway in general,
and which, in-all probability, will be particularly mentioned
in the account of every parith belorging to that diftrict.
The plants and flowers in Buittle are no ways remarkable.
Even by gentlemen in affluent citcumftances, that cultivation
of the earth, which produces ap immediate return, and con-
nelts with general utility, is preferred to attempts of unprofis-
able curiofity, as to rearing exotic plants, or even thofe of
this climate that aré of a precarious growth, This parifls,
indeed, abounds fo much with excellent natural fhelter, that .
it is believed few plants or trees would fail here, that fucceed
well in aay other part of §cotland, if not of Britain. Wrh
great fafety one might take any bet, that, communibus diebus,

the

fubmitted to him, were under the Pope’s curfe for a good ma-
ny years, and that Galloway acknowledged his authority pret-
* ty early, every one knows ; but if the above tradition, as ftand-
ing couneéted with this fa&, is true, we may place it among the
few benefits that fuperftition bas conferred on mankind. '
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the thermometer ftands, higher during the yesr in Bnittle
than at London. For fome ages, this parith was, in confe-
quence of the above natural advantages, diftingpithed as an
boundiag with orchards. Of late, however, thefe have fal-
len much into decay. It has indeed been complained of,
that for many years paft the growth of fruit-timbery and of
trees in general, has been lefs favoured by the temperature
of the air than formerly; and fome gloomy philafophers
have dreaded, that Scotland might experience the calamities
of Iceland, or Danifh Greenland, Even under lefs dreary
impreflious, candour muft admit, that, for thefe 15 or 29
years, new plantations have not come on fo vigoroufly.as
could have been expe@ed ; and that the fruits, fuch as ap-
ples, pears, &c. have not ripened to the degree of perfection,
that even middle aged people affirm to have been formerly
‘common,

Animal Flowwers—Till of late, perhaps, it has not been
much adverted to, that the animal flower, or water polypus,
is even common ajengft the fhores of Buittle, Colvend, and
very likely around the whole coaft of the Stewartry of Gal-
loway. ‘The form of thefe polypufes is clegant,and pleafant-
dy divesfiied. Some arc found refembling the fun-flower,
fomethe hundred leaved rofe, but the greajer number bear
sthe likenefs of the poppy. The golours differ as much as
the form. Sometimes the animal.flower is of a deep pugple,
frequently of a:rofe colour, but moftly of a light red or
flefhy bue. . . The moft beautiful of them, that could be pick-
ed up, have often been carried from the fhore of Colvend,
120r 15 milel up into the country, where they have liv«l,
have exnﬂ:cd much longer, if they could have been fuppl:ed

with fca-wtter- In » word. it feems probable, that an e
Dt duftrious

~
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. - duftrious naturalit might difcover, on this"coaft, fome of
. thofc fingular animals, "not much inferior to thofe produced
in the Antilles, and other tropical countries.

Fifp.—As the fouth end of Buittle is wathed by the Sol-
way Frith, s good deal of fith is taken, and much more
might be had, As other fubfiftence is plenty, however, and
as labourers and their families are maintained by their em-
ployers, ncither choice nor neceflity leads any one to follow
the fithing bufinefs, much farther than as an amufement.

Neverthelefs, it is believed by many judicious people, that if

a few fithermea from the Highlands fhould fettle about the
mouth of the Urr, they would find profitable employment,
and be of fervice to the country daround. The fith wfually
taken at prefent are, falmon, cod, ﬂoundérs, &c. Cockles,
mufcles, and feveral other kinds of fhell fith are allo to bg
had in tolerable plenty.

Quadrupeds.—The quadrupeds are entirely of the com-
mon fort, and the black cattle (which are almoft all polled)
are of a good fhape. During the time that a farmer fociety
fubfifted at Dumfries, which invited the tenantry to fhew
their beft breeding cattle, and diftributed premiums, the
rhould of cattle was vifibly improved. Since that fociety
was dropt, farmers have become, it is thought, more carelefs,
both in Buittle, and in many parithes around. The breed
of horfes is much improved, fo far as concerns the purpofes
of agriculture; but the old hardy Galloway fpecies is moftly
extin€t. Sheep are kept in fmall numbers, being thought
prejudicial to the paftures where black cattle are fed; nor is
the growth of wool attended to, or confidered as an obje&t
of profit, unlefs on the fmall fcale of domettic occonomy.

Birds, .




o Badn 0. ung

* Birdsi—To inention the feathered race might” here feer
to be a matter of levity ; but when if is confidered that they,
perhaps, of all living creatures, have the moft delicate fenfan
tions, as to climate and the ftate of the air; that nature has
enabled, and even inftruéted them, to choofe or to change
their refidence accordingly ; and that their appearance or abe
fenge may afford no contemptible eftimate of the incteafing
warmth or cold of any country, (things much conne&ted with
the fate of agriculture), one may venture to hazard ridicule
on this fubje@. Perhaps inattention to fubjeéts not vifibly
important, and ignorance of patural hiftory, might hinder
our anceftors from remarking upon birds any ways fingular.
If that has not been the cife, this country has lately been
frequented by feveral that ufed feldom to appear in Scotland. |
Since fome groves of pines came to be of a refpetable
growth, the crofs-bill has been frequently feen, and it is be-
lieved breeds in the country. The bull-finch is common, and
pheafants have been obferved, which, in all probability, muft
have come from England. Quails, hardly known a few years
ago, are now in abundance. In hard winters, too, the Bohe-
mian chattérer, and even fome Aric birds have vifited us,

The common moor and black game have difappeared from

‘this parifh, fince agriculture became extenfive, and the heath,
broom, furze, &c. were defiroyed. Other game would be
very plenty, but the game laws haye never been rigoroufly
exccuted in this part of the country, unlefs when people
‘break fences, difturb cattle, and do the farmers wanton mif-
chief in the courfe of their amufement,

Minerals—As to minerals or foffils, little can be here
mentioned, ferving cither to gratify curiofity, or prompt in-
duftry. Rock cryftals, but of no great brilliancy, are often
found, Talcs and fpars d’ feveral kinds are pretty frequent-

ly
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Jy met with ; and iron ore appears to be in fuch abundance
.in Buittle, as well as the neighbouring parithes, that fome
have thought an iron manufafture might be copioufly fap-
plicd®*, Certain burrows in the carth, frequently talked of
~ in

* Though the writer of this account propofed to be concife
on the fubje& of antiquities, he cannot help mentioning here
certain fubterrancous paffuges or galleries, difcovered in this
neighbourhood. Thefe are dug through a firm kind of gravel,

rhaps iron ore; nor is the roof fupported by wood, or
arched with ftone. Into one of thefe lurid grottos, the prefent
M: Maxwsie of Terraughty. when a boy, defcended, and tra-
velled farther than perhaps prudence could choofe to accompa-
ny curiofity. The upper part of this paffage or cave he de-
feribes as above; ¢ the bottom Lfays he) was like an il fawept
. ¢ kirk, and here and there were heads of fpears, and human
“ bones.” If thofe excavations were ought clfe than iron
mines, they muft have been places of fepulture. Tacitus, how-
ever; plainly fays of the Germans, Funerum nulla ambitio, fepul-
chrum cefpes erigitt. And though Caefar calls the funeral ob.
fequies of the Gauls, Sumptuo/a ct magnifica pro cultu, he fays no-
thing of their carrying the bones of the dead into caverns. It
would be mere pedantry to fhew, that a work, fuch as that a-
‘bove defcribed, has as little to do with the religion of the Gauls
and Germans, as with their funeral rites, and the conclulion
muft be, that fuch works are perfedly Scottith. Any inquifi-
tive gentleman, wifhing to know farther on this fubje®, might
apply to Mr Maxwell of Terraughty, whofe affabilily and good
fenfe need no commendation, if any antiquary choofes to
repeat Mr Maxwell’s experiment, the inhabitants of Auchen-
reoch, near Spottis-hall, will yet point out the entrance. Pity
but the celebrated Mr M‘Puerson would explore this Jefenfus
Averni ; the world might be bleffed with an appendix to Fingal,
and with recent accounts from the fpirits of Loda and of Dr Sa.
muel Johnflon. In feveral parts of this country, too, there are
oblong fquares, made with banksof ftone. Inthe centrethere is
ahearth; and, in digging up the banks forming the fquare, col-
lars, chains, hooks, and forks have been found. Suclt places
have, by fome ingenious gentlemen, been fuppofed to be ac-
commodations for burning dead bodies; and certain niches in
the furrounding banks, underRood to be receptacles for the

s ) - bones,

P Tac. de Moribus Germ. eap. XXVII,
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in different parts of the country, woull lead one to think
that iron had been wrough* 1a this part of the world, at a
very early period. There « itill marl in almoft ~very mofs;

but, as lime can be had by water carriage, marl is now but
{ittle valued. ' '

Farms, Rents, and Proprietors.~The generality of farms
in Buittle are of moderate extent. Some there are of 300
acres or more; but thefe, (with an exception 6r two), con-
fift of broken or hilly ground.—There may be about half a
dozen farmers in the parith, who pay 200l. a year of rent,

or

bones . Nevertbelels, as the chains, collars, &c.' feem as fit
for holding living bodies as dead ones, there is room to believe
thofe oblong fquares were places of facrifice, or. of punifhment,
which are moftly found fynonimous terms, when human facri-
fice is in the queftion. The Scotch are afluredly either of Ger-
man or Gaelic extradion, perhaps a mixture of both. A’ to
the funerals of thefe nations, Tacitus exprefily fays, the Ger.
mans ufed the rogus in the common manner ; and Caefar fays,
the Gauls burnt their dead, but ftates no peculiarities ; on the
‘contrary, he rather tranfcribes Homer on the fubjed. Regard-
ing the religion of thefe nations, however, Tacitus fays, the
.Germans did offer human facrifices to Mercury ; aund Caefar,
(lib. vi. cap. 16.) fays, The Gauls offered human facrifices, fome
of a private, fome of a public nature. He adds, that thev fu-
crificed in this laft manner criminals, as moft acceptable to the
Gods ; but innocent people, if criminals could. not be found::—
One of the oblong courts of fquares is not far from the cavern
already mentioned. This lcads one to compare what Mr Bruce
fays about the inhabitants at the fource of the Nile, their car.
1ying part of their facrifices into caves, with the aflertion of Ta<
citus, that the Germans had the Egyptian religion, “or at leait
worthipped //fis.  Perhaps this is the only faint argument, that

could canne¢t the caves already mentioned, with the religion of
the Gauls or Germans. :

$ See M. Corranp of Kings-Grange's very ingenious lreatifé on
this fubject, prefented to the Mauckefler Sucicty of ‘Antiquaries.
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or upwards ; hardly fo many paying from 101l. to 201. The
moft common rent is from 70l to 120l per annum. In-
deed, in Buittle, property of the landed fort is not iil divid-
ed, cither among the landholders or the tenantry. There
arc 15 heritors in, the parith ;—the largeft eftate is abput
1000 L. per annum, and there is only one below 701,

Fuel, Cultivation, and Produce.—From a port in the Urr, at
Barlochan, or Garden: Creek, the greater part of the parith is
fupplied with lime. That port lies on the caft fide of the
parifh, and is centrical. At Munfhes, about a mile farther
up the river, fome is alfo landed, Lately (and moft timie-
oufly) coal has been imnported at a realonable rate, namely, at
10d. the Carlifle bulhel. - While this country retains its fo-
ber fenfcs and habits, it cannot readily forget the perfons
by whofc interpofition and efforts this defirable event has
been brought about.—Tillage ‘and pafturage are almoft e-*
qually objets to the farmer here. The greateft tillage per-
mitted is one third of the arable, which is certainly more
than is profitable. After liming, three white crops are taken,
two of oats, and a third of barley. If, after the third white
crop, the farmer dungs and has a green crop, a fourth white
crop is permitted, when the ground is always fown out With
red clover and rye-grafs, the only foreign grafles propagated:
‘White clover, and the perennial red, are fo common in the
fields, and rifc naturally in fuch plenty, that the bought feeds
of thefe plants are feldom ufed. Not much wheat is fown.
The. foil, though kindly, is light ; but that is not the only
reafon.—The firaw of wheat is not ufed as fodder in this
part of the country, though it is in England ; and this, to 3
farmer in théfe parts, is a great draw-back on a crop, as moft
of the farms can maintain more cattle in fummer, than can
be provided with food in winter : For the fame reafon, fal

lowing
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lowing is little known, grafs being valuable, and the fields
abundantly clean, fince the corns were drefle® with Sans ®,
a pratice equally profitable and univerfal. From the ine-
quality of the furface of the ground, the watering of land,
by the numerous wells and rivulets, is ecafy; but of late
the pra@tice is not much followed, where other manures can
cafily be had, as it is believed to render the foil thin and grap
velly, and to exhauft it fo, that hardly any other improve-
ment is an effe@®ual reftorative —Of commons we have not
one foot. ‘Ring fences (ftone dykes) around every farm,
have been erefted long ago, and even fub-divifions ; but the
latter are quite too large, efpecially for the turnip hufbandry.
Indeed of late, potatoes, which are exported in great quan-
tities to England, to Glafgow, &c. have fuperfeded almoft
every other fallow or green crop. 'The price is from 1s. to .
13. 6d. per cwt. as the feafon is plentcous.—The imple-
ments of agriculture are in every rc\fpe& the fame with thofe
in the north .of England ;3 and as the intercourie with
. Whice-

* To the credit of this country, this fimple and moft ufeful
machine was, a few years ago, brought to perfe&tion, by two -
natives of this neighbourhood. Without this aid. farmers
might ftill have been obliged to place their barns in the moft
aukward and inconvenient fituation, from the view of obtain-
ing wind for winnowing. Even then the corn oft<n rotted ia
the barn; and fields remained unfown, becaufe the air was calm,
or the wind unfuitable, or accompanied with rain or fnow. Sere
vants are now fet to winnow the corns, in the fore pdart of the
winter night, when they were ufually ftraggling, or unprofit-
ably employed. Their health is no longer expoicd in this part
of their duty ; and, in a word, the date of the corn trade, in
this country, feems to coincide with the period when the fan
was introduced. It is with no bad intention, that we mention -
the names of the inventors, to whom the world has been more
indebted than to thoufands of renowned empyrics in politics,
law, divinity, phyfic, &c. The faid ingenious mechanics were
Mr Muig, joiner in Dumfries, and Mr Kincuoan, miller of the
town’s mills, both dead feveral years ago.
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‘Whitehaven, and the other towns on the oppofite fide of the
Solway Frith/¥.daily, it is belicved the utenfils of hufbandry
are juft as well made here as. any where elfe, and better ac-
commodated to the ftate and fituation of the ground, than
could be done by 3 ftranger tradefman. No oxen are ufed
for draught, probably owing to the temptation people have
of felling thofe home-bred horfes, that are good, to the Eng-
lith and to jockeys in general. ‘The breeding of black cat-
tle, too, is followed by almoft every farmer, as fur as the
. nature of things will permit.

Prices of Labour, Improvements, &'c.—The wages of fer-
vants, are, for /ot.men, as they are calied, or cottagers, about
14 1. per annum; but the articles of maintenance furnithed
are, perhaps, eftinated in Galloway, 21. or 31. a year lower
than in Lothian, and fome other counties of Scotland.—La-
bourers, by the day, get from 1s. 2d. to 15 gd.—Iarm
houfes are generally very good, as weli as offices. In a word,
the continual repair of drovers, cattle-dealers, and even la-
bourers, to England, and the fpirit of improvement that has
prevailed in this country for thefe 20 vears paft, has made
the farming of thefe parts nearly equal to what it is in the
fouthern part of the ifland, in all ordinary matters, and due
~yegard being had to the means of the inhabitants of the dif-
firent countries. As 2 teft of the happy confequences, 4 or
5 of the beft farms in Buittle, which,. about the year 1747,
seere rented at 200 1. Scoteh, or 400 merks each, now pay,
(or wopld pay if cut of leafe), 2301 a piece, whilft the te-
pants would live incomparably better than their predeceflors..
One prejudice feems much to obftruét the fucccfs of the far-
wer in this part of the world—it is that of fowing too late,
‘khe ficlds, where the coras fhaken by violent winds, if early
;ioughcd, have been known to yield a refpetable crop ‘;n

e
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the following feafon, in_ fpite of the rigours of winter; and
though conftant experience declares, that the oats, fown in
the beginning of February, afford the moft profitable return,
Ltill the fowing of that grain is delayed till the middle of
March; nor is the feed barley committed to the ground fooner
than the middle or the latter end of April. The harveft,
as might be expefted, correfponds with the feed time. Sel-
dom does it begin before the middle of September, and it

is often later, as the foil and expofure of the ground, or as -

the nature of the feafon, may decide.

Leafes.—In farming, as in moft other concerns, a man’s
exertions depend very much on the prudence of thofe prin-
ciples, in which his endeavours originate. In Galloway, and
perhaps elfewhere, one maxim feems for ages to have fetter-
cd the hands of induftry. The farmer reafoned thus with
-himfelf :——¢ My forefathers and I have had this prefent pof-
¢ feflion, in which I am now fettled, by fucceffive leafes of 7
¢ years, or lefs, for ages. The rent has been fill the fage;
¢ but to keep it from rifing, we have not only omitted every
¢ improvement, but, in many inftances, we have, to our own
¢ detriment, been obliged to labour for the depreciation of
¢ the fubje@. This is the confumate prudence of the farmer 3

‘eand departing from this maxim, every farmer may expe&k
¢ to find his ruin, either in the avarice of his laird, or in the
¢ envy of his neighbour ; as the latter will offer, and the for=
¢ mer chearfully receive, whatever any parcel of ground ean
¢ afford, let it be improved at whofe coft, or by whofe ine
¢ duftry, it may.’ Two methods of refuting this dangerous
maxim feem to have been adopted in England. The oné is,
by leafing the ground from year to year, and ftipulating, an.
nually, what improvement is to be made, and whether at
'thc coaft of the landlord or tenant. The mode of, farming is

. thus
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thus too fized. The other is, that of granting leafes for
lives, or for a great number of years, upon fines, &c. fo that
the intereft of the tenant in his pofleflion becomes greater
than that of the proprictor. In this part of the world, a
medium has been fought, Few leafes are granted for lefs
thag 19 years; and it is now, indeed, not fo much the quef-
tion with a tenant, whether his induftry will redound’ ulti-
mately to the benefit of his landlord, or of a fucceeding te-
mant, as whether it will pay him, (the prefent poffeflor) in
conformity to his fkill and outlay.—¢ If the farm (now rea-
¢ fons the latter) is worth 10 1. a year more, at the end of my
¢ leafe, 1 may juft as well give that for it, as for any other of
¢ equal value” After all, it is probable thmt longer leafes
than thofe of 19 years would be favourable to permanent
improvements, fuch as hedges, &c. and it muft be owned,
that as the leafe draws near a clofe, the tenant is often found
comporting himfclf, as if under a convition that he inhabi,
ted hoftile ground. To fay the truth, however, that nar-
rownefs"of mind, or ariflocratical pride, which adjufted every
matter of leafe, to the vifible purpofe of keeping tenants in
abject dependance upon their landlerds, has of late been
put very mach to the bluth. Through all Galloway, as well
as in. Buittle parith, a prodigious alteration took place in
landed property, through the fatal American war, and the
frarce lefs deplorable concern of the Douglas and Heron
Bank, Moft of the eftates brought to fale in this county,
were purchafed by natives of it—men acquainted with the
world, and in affluent circumftances. Thefe knew better
things than to ruin themfelves with Baillie. work *, to put
their importance on the number of kain hens paid them by
ragged cottagers ; or to recommend their own affability, by

encou-

: What are called Boon-days in England.
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encouraging idlenefs and intoxication, in ale-houfe conven.
tions. The permanent part of the improvements, neceffary
on their eftates, they took upon themfelves j—their tenants
were prudently chofen ; the leafes they gave were of confide«
rable length ; and, to give tenants more confidence and fpi-
rit, it is ftipulated with feveral, that they fhall be allowed to
refign, on a year’s warning, if times are diftreffing, pro-
vided they have not committed walte; or done confiderable
detriment upon their refpective farms.

Population.—Before faying more of other concerns, it may
be fit to mention thg¢ population of the parith, and {Sme
matters conneted with it.—To fave words, and communi-
"cate information as readily as poffible, recourfe is had to fi-
gures.

STaTIsTICAL TABLE OF THE PARISH oF BUITTLE, 508

1793-
Population in 1755, as returned to Dr Webfter, 899
Ditto in 1793, - - - - 855
Decreafe 44
. RerLicious PERsuasioNns. Families. Individuals,
Members of the eftablithed church 133 678
- Cameronians - - -’ 16 67
Seceders - - - - 9 34 .
Roman Catholics * = - < - 19 ‘ 75
Epifcopals & - - - o -
. Total 177 855
. SExEs. '
Males - - - - 392
Females - - - - 463
Total 855

AvVE-
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AvERAGES ﬁr three years preceding 1793.

Sheep - - 952

Births . =~ - 24  Average of marriages
Deaths - - 24 for g years -« ¢
AGss,
Perfons under 10 years of age - - 215
* = between 10 and 20 - - 7 168
" ——— ———— 20 2nd 50 - - 343
—_— sosnd 70 = . - 110
— 70 and 100 - - 19
855
Prorrssions aND CONDITIONS. o
Proprietors of land . 16 Apprentices - - 4
Farmers - = 74 Public-houfe keepers 2
Smiths - - 3 Schoolmafters -
Joiners - - § Salary of the principal
. Shoemakers - - 3 fchoolmafter . L. ro
Tailors - - - 4 Dittoof the fecond ditto,
Weavers - - 8 with bed, board, and
Mafons - - 3 wathing - L3
Millers - - 3 Scholars in the principal
Houfehold fervants 137 fchool - - 4
Labouring ditto and cot-" Ditto in the next fchool 30
" otagers - "= 38 Prifoner for debt .
Clergymen - - 2 Ditto for alledged mur-
Merchant - - 1 der, fince 1790 1
CaTTLE, &C.
Horfes - . 195 Carts . ' . g3
Black cattle - 2299 Ploughs . . 67

Housks,

!
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Hovszs, RENnTs, &¢.
Farm houfes rebuilt within the laft 10 years - 13
Cottages ditto - - . - ‘- - 18
Valued rent in Scotch money - - L. 3448
Real rent in Sterling - - - 5054
Minifter’s ftipead - - - - 73

1)

Commerce.~The parith of Buittle has no commerce, ex~
cept what confifts in the exportation of barley, oats, pota-
toes, &«. to England and Glafgow, and the fendinj of black
cattle to the Englith markets. After cvery acceflion of agri-
cuitural and mechanical knowledge, it is a queftion but the
old obfervation on Galloway, and efpecially this part of it,
may hold good, ¢ Univerfa pecoris quam frumenti fertilior.”
More cfpecially of late, many creditable people have contene
ded, that the improvement of the breed of fheep, and the
growth of wool, would render this country more valuable to
all concerned, than ever it has been heretofore ; perhaps is
might here be equally tedious and impertinent to enhance
the idea, . "

Roads, Weod, tc.~—The roads are tolerable, rather be<
caufc the foil is hard and dry, than becaufe the manage-
ment of thein hitherto has been judicious, or the expendi-
tures regarding them liberal. There is not one village in all
the parith, nor is therc any kind of manufatture,. Indeed,
for many years paft, the want of fuel feems to have acted as
a prohibition refpeting both. Even the vefiges of fowe
villages, of which we read in the charters of fome cftates,
cannot now be difcerned. Of wood there may be growing,

-and eved fit for cutting, at this day, to the value of 10,0001
and the late plantations abundantly repay the care and ine
duftry of the owners, Afh and oak are the trees moit come
VoL XVIL R mon
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mon ;—the larix is the favourite plant of the day; but ite
rapid and towring growth renders it incommodious to be in-
terfperfed in plantations. It feems thus to be threatened
with exile to the tops of hills. Evea there, few of the fpe-
cies fail.

Schools.—~Knowledge, as to both its (tate and extent, is as
refpe@able in Buittle as could well be fuppofed, whilft the
opportunities of acquiring it are confidered. There is a
public fchool, to which moft of the children attending it
travel fome 2, fome 3 miles. The fchoolmafter is chofen
from year to year, as it is called, and the only fecurity for
his falary of rol. is the good will of the heritors. There.
is alfo a cheaper fchool, having a ftipend of 3 1. per annum:
‘Thus the whole funds of public inftrution, for the rifing
generation, for the whole parith of Buittle, are 131. Ster-
ling |—What can be the meaning of this parfimony ? Is it
from the learned, the well informed, the religious,—or is it
from the ignorant, ¢ the mole-ey’d, half difcerning,” and
confequently unprincipled, that civil focicty juft now ftands
in dread ?—From fome circumftances, one would think it
was from the former,

Poor.—Buittle has no poor’s rate, i confequence few
poor, and no travelling beggars. The colletions in the
church, joined to the prudent charity of well difpofed per<
fons, afford abundant fupply to thofe really in nced.—Vaga-
bond beggars, the fcum of citics, who beg half-a-crown a

day to drink it at night, are pretty numerous, and often.

troublefome ; nor is the law of the land very ftrictly execu-

ted, in repreffing thefe pefts of fociety. Indeed, the failure

of manufaQures at prefent, affords them too good an excufe
for their idlenefs,

Antiguitiess
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Antiquities—It is now the difpofition of the world, (per-
haps it may not decreafe), rather to know how things are,
than how they bave been. Were it proper to fwell a work
of ufefulnefs, and to load the page of profitable information
with urns, coins, calcined bones, unfafhionable implemeats
of flaughter, and other precious relics, over which the con-
jettural tribe of antiquaries rejoice or lament, we fxxight men-
tion numerous difcoveries of the kind made hercabouts. On
fuch matters few words fhall be ufed.—The Cafile of Buittie
is affuredly the moft confiderable remain of antiquity in the
parith. Some have affirmed, that it was formerly called the
CaRle of Knare, Nare, or Bar-nare, and was the chief refi-
- dence of the Reguli of Galloway. An adjoining hill, nam-
ed Craig-nair, gives fome weight to this fuppofition. Yet
when we recolle®, how large a divifion of the Britith i~
land * once bore the name of Gallovidia, or the province of
the Galwalenfes, (Strath Clyde), and that feveral places in
this great extent of-country, both from name and fituation 1,

may

® Buchananus enim, non ab aliis wodo, fed a fe ipfo diverfus abit,
fays Mr Ruddiman. Here that remark would feem to be jufti-
fied. Inlib. 1. Buchanan makes Gallovidia to fignify Gaul in the
Scotch lan%uagc, and what but Gauls were the Galwalenfes, or
Cumbrian Britons? Ja lib. §. however, Buchanan makes Gal-
lovidia a fingle county, peopled with Hibernian Scotch. Again,
in lib. 8, he mentions a difpute between William the Lion, and °
the King of England, as to the vaflalage of the Lords of Gal-
loway, and he makes Ear)] Allan vaflal to both, on decent
terms indeed.—The truth is, Buchanan was too bufy in fettling
kingdoms, to be precife as to the limits of counties. Truly
does that great man fay §, * Jla tamen cum iniquitale temporunm
st conflexerim ut aliguid reflitiffe videar,” Even from the hafty
account which he gives, it may well be fuppofed, that part of
the antient Gall;vidsa lay in Scotland, partiu England.

+ E. G. Botel, now called Bo/, in Cumberland, and Barmard
Cafile, in Durham.

§ Bucnax, de Fure Regni apud Scotos, -
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may as probably have been the princely refidence, 2 the

Caftle of Buittle—there is reafon for our leaving thofe whqg
think themfelves competent, and interefted in this matter,
to decide. Country clergymen may well be excufed, for ig-
norance in concerns very little allied to the fuccels of their
labours, Certain it is, however, that the ruins of Buittle
Caftle denote it to have been a place of firength, and even
magnificence. It now belongs, with its precinéls, as cop-
tained in the charter, .to Mr Murray of Broughton, the re.
prefentative of the Caillie family. The vaults and ditches
of Buittle Catle, are all that remain of this proud ftruéture,
They have baffled the ravages of time for feveral centuries,
and may for feveral more. The vaults are covered wﬁh
large afh- trees; and into thefe fubterrancous parts of the
Caftle, no perfon has ever penctrated, though it might be
done with eafe and fafety, probably with much gratification
to curiofity.—Befides the Caftle of Buittle, the only other
remembrance of ages equally rude and remote, which thall

be mentioned here, is one of thofe ruins, commonly called .

vierified

1 Probably it was buyilt by Allan, Lord of Galloway, huft
band to Margaret, the eldef daughter of David Earl of Hun.
tindon, and father of Dervigilda the mother of John Baliol.
About 7 years 2%0’ ther¢ was found in a lump of time, taken
from the ruins of the Caftle, an old coin of yellow metal, a
fhade lighter than commoa brafs. On one fide were infcribed
the names of Nuremberg, and feveril other towns in Germany
or Flanders, with the word Pfenning, and on the other fide a
coat of arms fuppofed to be imperial. ' The date of the coin
was 1220, From this, indeed, nothing conclufive can be affirm-
ed; only about the year 1220, Earl Allan muft have been 36
years of ace, and mult have attained to the meridian of his
good fortune and power. After belonging to the Baliols, the
Cummings, the Douglafes, this Callle feems to have become
the property of the Lennoxes of Caillie. o
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witrified forts ®, . Veftiges of fuch buildings are not uncom.
mon in the lower parts of Galloway, and the one now allup
ded to flands on the north-weft border of Buittle parifh,
within a farm called Caple-Gowgr, which lies along the march
of Kelton, : .-

Climatg

® Few people are ignorant of the romantic opinion advan.
ced apd adopted, reipe@ing thofe vitrified forts, as they are
calied, namely, that they were firu&ures of dry ftone, cemented
4nd confolidated through fufion, which was procured by fetting

_fire to immente piles of green. timber, all around the wall or
caftle that was to be thus ingenioufly finithed. .

The difficulties vifibly attending this theory would not’ be
few, if detailed, and may fafely be left with men of fenfe. Suf.
fice it to fay, that Caefar leads us to conje&tures fully more pro-
bable than the above., That author tells us ¢, that the Gauls,
whom he calls genus fummae filertiae, built almoft every wall
with 2 kind of wooden frames, in which the upright beams were
placed about two feet from one another, and the void fpaces
filled vp with ftone. Caefar commends the invention, as a wall
thus confiru@ed did not eafily yield, either to the ram or to
fire. But in Scotland, a few centuries ago, it will hardly be
denied, that mott of the caftles, not taken by fcalade, were re-
duced by rolling banks, or huge fafcines of wood, which were
pufbed up to the walls, and then fet on fite. When one, there
fare, lights on a mafs of vitrified flones, herc and there inter-
fperfed with fragments of burnt wood, and bits of.charcoal, he
is almoft as ready to believe, that fire has been employed far
demolifhing, as in ereQing the pile, whatever ingenuity may ad-
vance to the contrary. This ebfervation, however, is not offces
ed pragmatically. If made before by any body, no doubt it has
been already decided wpon. Speaking farther of the upright
b:ams, Cacfar fays, ‘¢ revinciuntur intrerfus, et multo aggeniyf
¢« tiuntur,” Now agger more frequently fignifies a bank of
flories, than-a bank of earth. He oblerves afterwards, that the
thicknefs of a wall thus formed was very great.—‘¢ Materia—
¢ perpatuis drabibus, pedis quadragenos plerumque introrfus revinta.”
~Agreeable to this, thefe walls, commonly called vitrified, are

- ever tound, in this part of . the ifland at lealt, exceeding thick ;

t De Bello Gall. lib. vii. cap. XXIIZ,
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Climate and Chara&er.— As the foil of Buittle is in general
dry, as the air of it is good, and the trat of country it com-
prechends warm, good health and length of days are corre-
fpondent to thofc aids of both. ¢ Medicina fumma medica-
8¢ mentis non wzi.” With this moft important maxim of phy-
fic, the inhabitants of Buittle are well acquainted, without
confulting antiquity. There is a furgeon about a mile from
the border of the parifh, and an attorney at nearly the fame

diftance. Either, or both of them, will come if fent for,

but this is as feldom as poffible. Indeed it is juft rather than
complimentary, to fay, that the morals of the inhabitants of
this parjfh, as feldom need the interference of law, as their
health does the aids of phyfic.—Religion is ftill reverenced,
and they efteem a Chriffian Church the beft temple of reafon.
To mention politics might be extrancous and petulant, rather
than ferviceable to the work for which this article is defign-
ed, were it nob that it becomes every good citizen, at a time
like the prefent, to omit nothing that may any wife increafe
public confidence, or allay capricious innovation.. Indepen-
dent in their fentiments, and in their circumftances, the peo-
ple of Buittle, (like many of the county to which they be-
iong) feem neither fo befotted as to imagine, that any human
form of government is without infirmity, nor fo infatuated
as to believe, that every thing is wrong in our own, and that
reformation muft be fought in anarchy. The apoftles of Mr

Paine feemed at one time afliduous, and his works, (and ‘

works of lefs merit too), were as common as the church ca-
techifm. They are now forgotten. One idea has of late
this

and the inner part refembling an agger of fmall ftones ; but the
walls of caltles muft have been proportionally more flender than
thofe of large towns. In cither cafe, however, the quantity of
wood in fuch buildings mult have been very great, and fuffi.
cient to vitrify many kinds of Roae, if the wood was once fair.
Iy fet on fire. ‘ :

i
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more affelted the public mind. That {pirit of nnity and ine
divifibility, that is, of arrogance and depredation, which has
fo fatally attraCted the rabble of Paris, may prevail in
Edinburgh or Glafgow :—Should that be the ¢afe, the
peaceable and unmarmed inhabitants of tlte country know
what awaits them. On this principle, it is believed, more
national guards might be enlifted in this quarter in one day,
than alt the declamations againft regal tyranny, or parlia-
mentary corruption, could affemble in a twelvemoath. The'
lowering the freehold qualification, and the abrogating or li-
miting the law of patronage, have been the ultimatum of
propofed reformation in this country.

Difadvantages.~—If thefe and the like are fpeculative and:
imaginary grievances, we have but few real ones to complain:
of. Inftances, however, of this kind might be given. That
PENTE of the waters, (as modern naturalifts fay), which is
manifefted by the retreat of the fea on every weftern coaft, is
abundantly remarkable on the fhores of the Solway Frith.
_ Many acres there, which were barren fand 30 years ago, are
. now good pafture Iand; and in the middle of this arm of
the fea, banks or mountains are daily increafing in fize, fo
that they will foon be iflands, and will foon be arable. The
confequent fhallownefs of the Frith, and of the river Urr,
renders it therefore impoffible, that the mviéation of the Urr
can be carricd on by veflels much above o tons burden;
and thefe can only find accefs at the ufual landing places,
(and the moft ufeful), at fpring tides. Now, as the law
ftands, the fees, &c. of the cuftom-houfe, are as high for a
veffel of 5o tofls as for one of §oo, and as high for a boat
of ¢ tons, as for a floop of so. In a few years, however, the
trade of this river muft be carried on, perhaps, by veflels as
fmall or fmaller than any we have mentioned 5 and the pro-

' : portioning

.
I B
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portioning of cuftom-houfe fees, and the fhortening of de-
lays incident or ufual there, will then be objelts of corre-
fpondent maguitude. But the STATISTICAL ACCOUNT,is
mot meant as a magazine of grievances. May provndence
avert greater thad we have felt, perhaps than we have ima-

gined |

The author of this article, having thus noticed every thing
in the parith, where he does his duty, that he conceives help-
ful'to public utility, and conne€ted with the patriotic work
he would with to fupport, claims from the reader that in-
@ulgence, in refpet of literary endowment, which may well
~ be looked for, by one who appears in print, from no view of
" profit or of praife, but (like many reverend gentiemen) from
compulfion. Minus aptus acutis naribus~1f it is now ac-
cepted, he hopes it may be a while before he has occafioa to
repeat the above apology. Devoid of thofe brilliant talents,
" and ill fupported by that profound erudition, which Doétors,
Chaplains, and Almoners only poffefs, the humble parfon of
Buittle doubts if he has perfuaded the world, that in his
humble parifh, ¢ allis for the beft.”—Happy fhould he be, in
‘believing, that the fenfe of the public admitted things to be
tolerable.

NUM.
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"NUMBER XL

PARISH OF CUPAR OF FIFE.

(Coun'rr AND SYNOD OF FIFE.—PRESBYTERY OF
Curar)

By the Rev. GEorGk CampBELL, D. D.. Minifer.

Situation, River, Extent, ¢,
HE parith of Cufar is fituated in the middle of the
peninfula of Fite. ‘The river Eden divides it into
two parts. It is of an irregular figure, meafuring from eaft
to weft § iles, and nearly of an cqual extent from north to
fouth.

Etymologies—The etymology of the name of the par‘i{h
is uoknown, The names of different places in it are evi-
dently of Gaelic ariginal ; fuch as Pittencrieff, (Gatlic, Pir-
‘nan-craobh), Englifh, the dale ; Kinga/k, (Gaclic, ceann-gaifk),
Englith, the termination or ending of the lands of Gaifg
or Gatk ; Pithleddo, a hollow, named after fome perfon ;
Kilmaron, (Gaclic, Cill- Mba-Ruin), Engl:th, the cell, or place
of worthip of St. Ron or St, Roan; Balafs, Balgarvie, towns
named aftet particulat perfons.

Town of Cupar.—The burgh of Cupat, which is the coun- -

ty town, is beautifully fituated in the center of the parifh,
on the northern bank of the Eden, in the fpot where it
Vo, XVil, S forms
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forms a jun&tion with the water of St. Mary.—~The town
boafts of high antiquity. The Thanes of Fife, from the
carlicft times of which any account has been tranfmitted to
us, held here their courts of juftice ®. It is at prefent go-
wernéd by a provoft, three bailies, a dean-of-guild, " 13 guild
counfellors, who choofe one another, and 8 trades counfellors
or* deacons, cleéted by the 8 incorporations.—The. town of
Cupar is the moft wealthy community in the county of Fife.
Its annual revenue, at prefent, amounts to 430l. Stesling.
Io conjuntion with the towns of Perth, Dundee, St. An-
drews, and Forfar, it feAds a commiflioner to Parliament.
The revenue arifing from the poft-office, in 1763, was 201.
per quarter 3 it now améunts to go 1. Sterling per quarter.

‘Popnlation~The population, which was accurately afcer-
tained in the month of June 1793, has increafed greatly
within thefe 40 years, as apprars from the following table :

PoruLa-

® Tn the chartulary belonging to the Benedifline Monks of
Dunfermline, we find a precept by « Willielmus, Comes de Rofi,
‘s suflitiarius ex parte boreali, maris Scotisarni, confiitutes,” diveQedy
“ Davidi de Vemys, vicecomiti de Fyfs,”* warranting bim te de-
liver, to the monaftery of Dunfermline, the eighth part of the
amercements of Fife, impofed in the courts he%d at Cupar, in
theyear 1239. In the rolls of the Parliament, affembled in the
beginning of the reign of David LI. may be {een the names of
the Commiflioners from the royal burgh of Cupar. The towa,
in antient times, depended on the Earls of Fife. The caflle of
Cupar. was the chief refidence of that powerful family for many
ages. The town is in pofleflion of feveral royal charters, con-
ferring on them extenfive property, and many valuable privi-
leges.
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y+ Males. Females. Total
Inhabitants in the town 1464 1671 313§
in the country 25§ ‘312 567

Number of fouls in both 1719 1983 3702

Majority of females * - 264
The return to Dr Webfter, in 1755, was 2192
Increafe 1510

A more particular ftatement of the number of the inha-
bitants, ranked according to their different profefions and
occupations, will be inferted, along with other articles, in
the STtaTisTicaL TasLE, at the conclufion of this ac-
count. * ‘

Buildings, &'c.—Cupar, cfpecially when approached by
the turopike road from the caft, has the appearance of a
neat, clean, well built, thriving town. The ftreets, within
the laft twelve months, have been all completely paved at the
expence of the corporation. There are no houfes in ruins,
aad none untenapted. Upwards of a third part of the town
has been rebuilt, during the laft 25 years, in a neat and

‘handfome ftile. Confiderable additions have alfo been made.

No

® The number of females, fo mnch exceeding that of the
males, mult be accounted for chiefly from this circumflance,
that the youth of Cupar, at all times forward to engage in the
military life, are many of them, at prefent, abroad in the fer-
vice of their country. The population has advanced rapidly
of late years, owing to the extention of the linen manufactore,
and to the increafed demand for bands' employed in ereing
pew buildings, and in carrying on important and extentive im

provements in gardening and agriculture,
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No lefs than 70 houfes, chiefly for manufalturers and labowe
rers, have lately been built en St. Mary's Water, or,asitis
called, the Lady Burn, A freet, in a better ftile, has begun
to be formed, on the road leading from the bridge oa the
* fouth fide of the town.

Church.~The parochial church of Cupar, in early timee,
ftood at a eonfiderable diftance from the town, towards the
Borth, on a rifing ground, now knowo by the mame of the
Old Kirk-yard. The foundations of this ancient buildiag
were removed by the prefent proprictor, in 1759 ; and ma-
ny human bones, turaed up in the adjoining field by the
plough, were colle&ted and buried in the earth. In the year
1415, this ftruture had become ruinous, or incapable of ac-
commodating the numbers who reforted to it. In the courfe
of that year, the prior of St. Andrews, (the head of all the
regular clergy in Scotland, and pofieffed of immenfe re-
venues), for the better accommodation of the inhabitants
of the town of Cupar, and that the rites of religion
might be celebrated with a pomp, gratifying to the tafte of
the age, ereted, within the royalty, a fpacious and magnifi-
cent church. ‘The year in which this ere@ion took place, is
afcertained by the following extract from the Book of Paifley :
—¢ Sal: Hum. 1415. In Cupro de Fyfe fundata ¢ff nova
< parochialis ecclefia, quae prius diftabat a Burge ad plagam bo-
¢ realem.” ‘This church was built in the beft ftile of the
times, of polifhed free ftone, in length 133 feet, by 54 in
breadth, The roof was fupported by two rows of arches,
extending the whole length of the church. The oak cou-
ples were of a circular form, lined with wood, and painted
in the tafte of the times. In 1985, this extenfive building
was found to be in a ftate of total decay. The heritors of
the parifh refolved to pull down the old fabric, and to eret,

on
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.o the fame fite, a church on a more convenient plap, This
plan they have accordingly carried into execution, at a very
confiderable expence ; and the new church of Cupar is by
far the malt convenicnt and elegant firuCture of the kind, ta

, he found at prelent in the county of Fife. It is to be re-
gretted, however, that the new building was not joined to
the {pire of the old church, which fiill ftands. The veftry,
or feflion-houfe, by intervening between the church and
fpire, gives a detached.aod aukward appearance to both.
‘Lhe {pire has ajways been cenfidered 2s a very handfome
firuQturc, and appears light and elegant when viewed from
the eaft or weft. It was built by the Prior of St. Ancllfc,w.:,
in 1415, only up to the battlement. All above that was
added in the beginning of the laft century, by Mr Wnllmm
Scot *, who was for many years minifter of Cupar.

County Raam.--During the pericd in which the church wag
erected, the gentlemen of the county, by fubfeription, and
by an afleTment on their valued rents, built on a large feale,
-aud in the modern tafte, adjommg to the town-houfe, a
room fer their ufe at head courts, for their accommodation

at balls, &c. A tea-room, and other apartments, have fince
Jbeen added.

Prifans.—Ona the oppelite end of the town-houfe, and under
the fame roof, there arc apartments of avery different nature,
not conftrutted for the elegant accommodation of the'rich

and

* This gentleman was of the antient family of Barwranmie,
poffefled of a confiderable eltate, and a great favourite with
Archbithop Spottifiwood, with whom he paflfed much of bis
time in the neighbouring delightful retreat of Dairfie. He
died in 1642, in his 85th year, and his remains were interred
‘in a handfome tomb, ¢reSed by his family, at the weft end of
4he church-yard.
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and powerful, and to add to the fplendour of their * gay-
¢ {pent feftive nights ;” but calculated for fecuring and pu-
nithing thofe, who, by their mifcondu or their crimes, have
fubjeéted themfelves te the arm of the law, and which have
continued, in their prefent form, for ages paft, the difmal
receptacles of the accufed, the profligate, and the guilty.
—The prifons of Scotland, (if with propriety we can give
that name to the dungeons in which, all over the king-
dom, criminals are confined), accord but too well with the
barbarifm which marked and difgraced that remote pe-
riod, in which moft of them were ereted, and with that
favage and illiberal fpirit, which feems to have dictated
no inconfiderable part of our criminal code. The pri-
fon of Cupar, which is the public jail, for the very popu-
lous and wealthy county of Fife, yiclds perhaps to noae, in
point of the meannefs, the filth, and wretchednefs of its ac-
eommodations, It is, in truth, a reproach to the town in
which it ftands, a difgrace to the county which employs it,
and a ftain on that benevolent and compaffionate {pirit, which
diftinguifhes and dignifies this enlightened age, and which has
led it kindly to attend to ¢¢ the forrowfal fighing of the pri-
s¢ foner,” to meliorate his fituation, and foothe his woes.
How would the feelings of the benevolent Howanp, who,
with unparallelled a&ivity, and aftonifhing perfeverance, un-
thaken and unterrified, like a kind angel, went through every
land, demanding and obtaining comfort to the wretched, and
liberty ¢o the captive l—How would his feelings-chave been
thocked, if, in his compaffionate tour, he had turned afide
into the peninfula of Fife, and vifited the cells of Cupar !
The apartment deftined for debtors is tolerably decent, and
well lighted. Very different is the fate of the prifon under
#t, known by the name of ¢ the Iron-houfe,” in which per«
fons fufpetted of theft, &c. are canfined. This is a dark,
. > damp,
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damp, vaulted dungeon, compofed entirely of ftone, without
a fire-place, or any the moft wretched accommodation. It
is impoffible, indeed, by language, to exaggerate the hortors’
which'here prefent themfelves. Into this difmal recefs, the
beams of the fun can with difficulty penetrate. Here ¢ is
% no light, but rather darkaefs vifible * A few fajut rays,
entering by an irregular aperture of about ¢ inches fquare,
barely fuffice to difclofe the horrors of the place. An open~
ing, or flit, on another fide of the dungeon, thirty inches in
lanth by two in bteadth, but almoft filled by a large bar of
iron, ferves to admit as muth freth air as merely to prevent
fuffocation. As the affizes for the county are held at Perth
only in fpring and uutumn, prifoners have frequendy been
doomed to lie in this cold dungeon, during the rigous of the,
févereft winters.—The confequences may eafily be ;9ppres
hended. It is to be hopcd however, that the period is now
happnly arrived, when the landholders of Scotland, havmg
more humane fentiments and enlarged views, than thofe who
went before them, will attend to the wretched ftate of the
different county jails, and be difpofed to follow the example
of the neighbouring kingdom, in which, of late years, many
prifons, bridewells, &c. have been cretted, on plans of the
moft extenfive benevoleuce, and of the foundeft and moft,
enhghtcncd pohcy A fum of money, adequate to the-exa.
pence of building a prifon on a modern xmproved plan; a2
penitentiary-houfe, with accommodatuons alfo for the defti-
tute fick, might, it is bchcvcd without much difficulty, be
procured in the rich and cxtenﬁvc coumy of Fi ife, were a few
men of rank and pub]nc ipmt to pntromzc and fupport the
benevolent attempt, W‘:rc the fum to be levied from the
three different orders o mcn, who are chiefly to be bencﬁt-
ed by the now ereltion, namely landholders, manufaturers,
and farmers, the proportion neceffary to be advanced by ina

dividuals
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gividoals would' appedr but' fmall; nd the buiden woufd
fearcely be fele by the county. Perhaps they could adopt
no plan which promilcs to be of fo'much public wility. A
meafure of ‘this kind will appear cvery day of more prefling
necefiity, when the Bridewell now building at Edinburgh
fhall be finithed, If Fife takes no ftep to defend itfelf againtt
the influx of pickpockets, fwindlers, &ec. which mny'n:m'.-
rally be cxpeted, it will become the general rcgcpfaclc of
fturdy beggars and vagrants; and the rifing induftry of the
county 1nuft be expofed to the depredations of the dcfpcr’:&t’c‘_ﬁ
‘and the profligate, from every quarter *. ‘ ’

Manufallures.—In Cupar, and the neighbouring country,
a confiderable manufallure of coarfe linens has been efta-
blithed. They confift chicfly of yard. wides, as they are coms
monly named, for buckram, glazed linens, &c. There allg
they manufaéture Ofnaburghs, tow fheetings, and Silefias,
About 500,00 yards are annually flamped in Cupar, whicly
amourt in value to asbout 20,0col. Sterling. Cupar being
the principal marker in Fife faor brown linens of the aboy
defcription, webs fron the adjoining country, to the value o
more than 20,000l. come to be fold there. Al thefe g
purchafed with ready money, and fent to London, Glafgow,
and other markets.—The linen merchaots in Cupar. pay an.

;ma!l ¥

* Though, in defcribing the prifons of Cupar, the writer may"
have been led to adopt terms feemingly hatth and ferere, yet
he means not to coavey, in the moft diflant manner, refielions
or cenfure on any body of men, or on any individual. He ha
frequently had occafion to praife the humanity of. thofe, to
whofe care prifoners at Cupar are committed, and to witnefd
every kind attention paid to them, which the nature of the
place in which they arc confined would permit. He only wifh-
cd to embrace the opportunity, which the prefent’ publicatiod
affords, of turning the attention of the county, to obje&s whick
be deems extremely interefing and important to fociety.
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iskally to the manufalturers and weavers, betwixt 40,0001,
and §0,000 lL—There are at prefent in the parith 223 looms,
smployed chiefly in making linens of the defcription given
above,~There are two tan-works in Cupar, where confider-
able quantitics of leather are manufalured.—The demand
for faddlery from the furrounding couutry is increafed of late
years, in an extraordinary degree, and is fupplied from the
work-thops at Cupar. The bleaching ficld on the Eden is
in good repute. The brick and tile work bas long beea pro-
fitable to the proprictors, and fill continues to thrive, but is
pot yet able to anfwer the great demand for tiles.

ObRacles to their furceft.~Cupar, though enjoying many
‘matural advantages; though fituated in the midft of a plenti-
ful country; on a river that never ceafes, even in the feve-
geft drought, to flow in abundance; in the immediate vicie
pity of lime, frée-ftone, and coal, yet poflefles no confider-
ablc mannfatture, that of linen excepted.—This want of at~
gention, induftry, and exertion in the inhabitants, in impro-
ving the happy fituation in which they are placed, may, ina
great meafure, be afcribed to the two following caufes. In
the firf} place, durgh politics have ever operated here as a fatal
check to induiry. A fucceflion of contefted eleétions have
ntroduced, and, it is to be feared, confirmed, among the
members of the incorporations, habits of idlenefs, diffipation,
and vice. Mifled by that felf importance, which the long
expefted return of the burgh camvafs beftows 3 feduced by
the flattering attentions and promifes of. the great ; accuftoe
med to the plenty and coviviality of the tavern, open to him
at all bours, the tradefman learns to defpife the moderate
profits arifing from the regular performance of his accufto-
med toil: He quits the path which alone could have con-
dufed him to peace, and comfort, and independence; he
- Vou. XVIL T feldom
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feldorh vifits his work-houfe or his fhop, and wher the ¢lass
tion has at length taken place, and the fcenes, which had fo
much engrofled and fafeinated him, have vanithed, he awakes
to folitude and want, and, with extreme difficulty, can -pre-
vail on himfelf again to enter on the rugged tafks of patient
induftry.  But the fuccefs of manufiftures in Cupar has
hitherto been retarded by another caufe, of a very different
nature, the great expence of land carriage, St. Andrew’s,
Leven, Newburgh, and Dundee, are the nesreft fea.ports,
though all of them are diftant 9 Englith miles. Thus the
'manufadturer muft bring to Cupar the raw materials he ufes,
sat-a very heavy expence; and his different articles, when fie
rmithed, cannot be again conveyed to the fea fhore, but at an
additional charge.
AR C
‘& Advantages to be derived from a Navigable Canal —To ena
- ab'¢ the induftry of the inhabitants to rife fuperior to this
hatural difadvantage, it has been fuggefted, that a navigable
canal niight be formed, nearly in the courfe of the Eden, as
high as Cupar. The river falls into the fea about ¢ ‘miles
below the town. The greater part of the channel is already
navigable. 'The tide rifes as high as Lydox Mill, little.morc
than 3 Englith miles from Cupar. The fall from the town
is very gradual, and to the place to which the tide rifes,
thought not to be more than 26 feet, It is thus cvident,
- that a navigable canal wight be forined, as far as Cupar, at
no very formidable expence. The advantages to be derived
from this cut, to the inhabitants of the town and of the
neighbouring country, would be great tndeed, and could not
be eafily calculited. Cupar is already the flore-houfe, to an
extenfive trat of country, for iron, tar, ropes, bricks, tiles,
wines, fpirite, grafs fee!s, foap, candles. t bacco, tea, fugar,
fruits, and all kinds of groceriess ‘Yhe faving in the carriage

of
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of thefe articles, to tholc wno dcal in them, fuppofing the
o fumption to be no greater than it already. is, wouid be
smmeufe.  Vaft advantages would likewiie be experjenced
by Cupar and its vicinity, in -the ealier rare at which: they
would he fupplied with timber and flites for building, now
brought, at a very great exjencs, from St. Andrew’s, Luu-
dee, &c.; by the farmers ou both tides of the river, in the
_convcnient fupply of iine and other manurcs; and by al
vauks, in the reduction of the price of that expenfive;
but- necefl ry article of dajy confumption. coal —Scotjand
-has at latt opened her. cyes, to the vaft advantages tq be
~derived to -her commerce and agniculture, frin the eafe
-and fivall ex) ence of water carriage. She now follows, with
fpirit and ficadinefs,. the bold and fuccefsful tteps of her fif-
ter kingdom ; and when rhofe canals, on a grand fcale, which
are now carrying on, thali be Guithed, it is 10 be hoped, that
this cut on the kden, will be one of the firlt, on a 1nore
humble | lan, to be adopted and executed.

Ecclefrofireal State,~The diftri® of Cupar formed a parith
in carly tunes, when the great parochial divitions of Crail,
Kiirenny, Kilcorquhar, St. Andrew’s, Leuchars, and a few
others, comprehended all the eafeon part of the county.
T he fmall parith of St. Michaels, lying on the fouth of the
Eden, was joined to that of Cupar in the beginning of the
laft century. ‘Lhc church belonging to the parith ftood on
that beartitul 1pot, nuw known by the name of St. Michae’s
Hil. Hun.an bones are iill occafionally difcovered in the
field, when the operations of hufbandry are going forward.
‘The ruins of a fmail chapel: fituatea near the eaftern boune
dary of the lands of Kilmaron, were to be feen not many
years ago. -

Lhe church of Cupar is collegiate. The King is patron

of .
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of both charges. The flipend, annexed to the firR, voufifts
of 81 chalders of meal and grain, and about 25 1. in money,
with a fmall glebe. Of the grain and meal, there are only
paid, within the parith of Cupar, 19 bolls. The flipend of
the fecond minifter is about 10c0l. Scotch. . There is n6
manfe belonging to cither of the minifters. Co

* Religious Perfuafions.~Till within thefe few months, there
has always been an Epifcopal meeting-houfe in Cepar, havingy
fixed paftor refiding in the town, or in the immediate viei-
nity. - At prefent the people of that perfuafion. who are
now reduced to a very fmall number, aflemble for public
worfhip only occafionally, whea the Epifcopal minifter from
Pitteaweem prefides, The fe@ of Relief have a meeting-
houfe in Cupar, built in 1769. The number of members.ia
the phrifh, belonging to this congregation, cannot eafily be
afcertained, as they are in a {tate of conftant fluQtuation.
There are allo a few Barghers and Antiburghers, who be-
long to the congregations who meet at Ceres and Rathillet.
About 9 or 8 perfons affemble on the Lord’s Day, in a
private houfe in town, for the purpofes of devotion ; but
their principles and mode.of .worthip are not known.—It is
pleafant to conclude this detail of the religious perfuafiony
which prevail in this place, with remarking, that the feQta-
ries in Cupar live on good terms with their neighbours, the
members of the Eftablithed Chureh ;——that their different opi~
nions in religion foldom interrupt the focial intercourfe of
life, or prevent them from doing kind offices to one another
—that a more liberal and benevolent fpirit begins at laft to
prevalls and.that, except among a few, that gloominefs of
afpeét, that bitternefs of fpirit, and that fiercenefs of zeal,
which in former times marked and difgraced the different
fells, are, at the prefent day, happily unknowa. -

.?oor.
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+  Poor.~~Thotgh the parith of Cupar s very populows, yet,
during the laft 20 years, there have never been; at-any time)
more than from 4 to 4 beggars belonping to it. ‘The numé
ber ot begging poor is at prefent 5. The number of poot
toufe-holders, however, is very confiderable; Fifteen receive
from the kirk-feflion @ weekly allowance, proportioned to
their various claiims A far greater number are fupplied oce
tafionally, Paro¢hial afieflments, for tlhte maintainance of
the poor, in this part of the kingdom, are yet unknown;
yet 2 more decent and adequate provifion is made for the
fupport of the indigent in Cupar, than in molt parithes;
perhaps, where thefe obrain, and where the population is
equally great. The poor receive annually, collefted at the
doors of the church, between 701 and 8ol.; and 161. 4
the intereft of a fund in money, which has long been their
property.~In a building which ftands near to the church,
known by the name of the Atms- Houfes, and under the ma-
hagement of the kirk.feffion, a few aged and infirm women
are lodged, and, in part, fupported, out of the above fund.——
‘But, befides the confiderable fupplies, which the poor thus
reccive from the ordinary parochial fund, they are indebted
to the liberal fpirit of public bodics, and to the compaflion
of ‘individuals, for cflential and feafomable fupport The
town of Cupar, greatly to their credit, give liberaily out of
the revenue of the burgh, to the indigent and diitrefled.
The incorporations, too, as far as their {canty funds will per.
mit, contribute to the relief of their decayed members. v A
fociety has been formed, among tradefinen and mechanics,
which has the happicft cffefts. By contributing, when in
health, a very fmall fum weekly, they provide for their
fupport in ficknefs and old ages The ladies of feveral
of the principal heritors of the parith, who conftantly
gefide in ity have each of them their lift of weekly pen-

' fioners,
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fioners, to whofe wants they kindly and regularly attend; and
other ndividuals are not more diftinguith=d by their rauk and
opulence, than by their extenfive charity, and exempiary beuee
volence *.—lt may be faid wich the firicteft regard 10 tyuthy;
(snd to the honour of the humanity of the age, ~nd of the
Place, 1t cughr indeed by no means to be conceale ), that uo
cafe of prware diftrefs is made known, which docs nor vere
meet with kind fyn.pathy, and inftanr rebef; thar uo tune
of general fcaicity occurs, which does.not bear teitinuny 1o
the virtue of individuals, and call forth the m it benevoleut
excrtions, Thefe aéls of beneticence are by no micans pecue
Jiar to tlofe of high rank, and in afluent circumitances s ine
ftances of compaffion to the aflL&ted, and of relief exiendod
to the indigenr, fr.quenily occur among thole pleced in the
humbl. r walks of lite, which do honour to themfcives aud
o humanity, '

Vagrant Beggors.~Though the town of Cupar may be
faid

® In the year 1782, the price of meal rofe to an ennrmous
height. That the poor right be enabled to purchafe theu ufnal
fupply, the feflion add d to therr ordinary diltr:bntions the fum
of 5ol the favings of former years. They divided alto 10 the
neceffitous 251 raifed for their ufe by the bumine and benevn-
Ient, by the laudable and <flcient fcheme of a futfription ball.
Owing to thefe and fome other donations of Icfs conitderation;
the peor in Cupar were happily preferved from the prefiu-e of
wanr, during that year of general dillrefx — ln the courf of the
laft wintner, (1793), coals, all over the kingdom, w re cxtreme.
Iy tcarce and high priced. That the ppor might not fuffer
from the want of fuel, and that coals might be fold to them at
the ordinary rate, the town of Cupar gener-ufly gave 20 gui-
neas, to afilt 1n reducing the price ot this neceflary arucle.” A
nohlem.sn, who probably would not w.fh his name to be mcu.
tioned, feut to the town 15 gu neas to purchafe ccals tor the
goor The refiding heritors of the parrth 4lfs Li.er lly contria
uted to the fanie henévalent purpofe. One geutleman gave §
Fuima_s, another 3, &c. : "

e



of Cupar of Fife. 138

fid to bave almoRt no begging poor belonging to it, yet therd
Is no town perhaps in Scotland, of the fame cxtent, where
a greater number are daily feen _infehing the ftreets.  Coipar
being the principal thoroughfare, on the great turi pike road
Jeading through the county of Fife, and no plan being "fteas
dily followed, to prevent the numerous vagrants paffing from
north to fouth, and trom fouth ta north, to beg the whole
gound of the town, the inhabitants are daily fubjedled to their
importunities and extortions. To the difgrace of the police alfo,
feveral houfes are ftill to be found in Cupar, that harbour the
idle and the profligate, ‘from whatever quatter they come,
In the day they prowl in the peighbourirg country, giving
out, that they are poor-from the parith of Cupar, ind beg
or plunder by turns, as-opportunnies offer. At iight,
tliey retura to the infamous receptacles which they had ieft
in the morning, difpofe there of their {poils, and riot and cat
roufe, at the cxpence of the fimple, the fober, and the in-

« duftrious.. In truth 8 fum of inobey’could not “be. Jaid out
‘by the commucity fo frugally, or fo much to the advantage
of the town and of the neighbourhood, as in hiring a pera
fon, whofe fole bufinefs it fhould be to prevent foreign poor
from begging in Cupar, and to apprebend all vagrant firana
gers, who cannot give a proper account of themfelves.

It is hoped, that it will not be de¢med improper, or in anp
degree difrefpecttul to the laws and conflitution of the couna
try, to conclude this article with obferving, that the aéls of
the Parlianent of Scotland, intended to operate for.the res
gulanon and maintemarce of the poor, are many of- them bea
come of little ufe, and inapplicable to the prefent Rtate of fox
ciety. Whoever has lived in Euglmd ; whoever- has. -paid
attention to the legal provifion made in that country, for the
maintenance of the poor ; whoever has witneffed the fora
midable amount te which the tax in fome diftridls xifes, how .

A . o ﬁnlit‘
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fetally it fometimes operates, as an encouragement to ididé
nefs, and check to indufiry ; whoever has paid attestion -te
thefe circumftances, would never with to fee poor’s rates efan
blithed in Scotland. Yet, cvery one who has boen, during
any canfiderable length of time, concerned in the manages
ment of a parith fund in this country, muft frequently, from
the imperfeCtion and incenfifteacy of our ats of Parlisment
relating to this bufinefs, have felt himfelf difficulted, and
souft have withed for a new law, containing proper regulae
tions on this fubjeét, fo very important and interefting to fo-
ciety—particularly for a flatute, defining accurately thefq
two points : : .
1/, Who are the poar, or who are they who have 4 oy
gsl claim to maintenance in a parith 2
. adly, Who are the fole and legal adminifirators of the
funds belonging to the poor * ?

+ Schools.—The fchools of Cupar meet in a convenlent and

® The arguments againk the eftablifhment of poor’s rates,
have often been fated to the public. It is unneceffary here to'
zepeat them., From what has been teprefented, with refpe@ tb
the maintenance of the poor o Capar, it is evident that a de-
cent provifion may be made for the indigent, without adopting
a prafice, that has been attended with fuch pernicious effe&s
wherever it has beem eftablithed. If the landholdess of 8ot
‘Jand underftand their own interelt 3 if they entertain a deep and
grateful fenfe of the prudence, and purity, and difintereRednefs -
of miniflers and kirk-feflions, in the management of the funds
belonging to the poor intrufted to their care ; if they are inte-
refted in the comfort of thofe with whofe welfare their ewn
profperity is intimately conne&ted—while they reprobate paro-
chial affeffiments, and all' their baleful confequences to fociety,
they will chearfully follow the only plan, which, in many pa-
rithes, can prevent their eftablifament—they will regularly con-
tribute, on the Lord’ Day, to the relief of the poor in thofe
parithes where their property lies, whether they refide or not,
and whether or pot they attend public worfhip.
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Jaandfome-bullding, ereéted in the yaur 1727, by the Magin
firates and Council, who are patrons, in a very pleafant and
airy fituation, on the Caftle-hill. The houfe is divided into
two apartents, which have feparate entries, and which have
no commumication with cach other. In the one are tanght
Latin, French, Geography, &k. ; in the other, Englith, write
Jug, aritbmetic, book-keeping,  menfuration, &c. The rect
tor of ‘the grammar fchool has a falary of 30l.3 the mafter
of 'the Englith fchool, a falary of 171. Both are paid by
the town. The fees paid by the fcholars, as regulated by
the Town Council,. are 3s. per quarter for Latin, ts. 6d.
for Englith, 2 s. for writing and arithmetic, befides dues paid
uf the new year-and Candiemms. The fchool of Cupar has,
in different periods, been in high repute; and, from the at-
tention, ardour, and' abilities bf the prefent teachers, bids
fair to attain its antient celebrity.

Climate, Difeafes, 8'¢.—The inhabitants of "Cupar juflly
boaft of the falubrity of the air in which they breathe. Si-
tuated in the dry bottom of a delightful vale, blefled with many
abuadant fprings of the pureft water, wathed by the river
Bden on the fouth, and the ftream of St. Mary on the
north,, fenced from the vidlence of every tempeft, by the
grean and fertile hills which almoft encircle the town, and
bownd 'the plain of Eden, they often enjoy a happy exenrp-
tion from thofe difeafes which lurk in marlhy diftrifls, and
which frequently vifit 30d affi@ trals of country, at no
very confiderable diftance. The running waters,” which' ne.
ver ceafe ta fill the channels of the Eden, no doubt, in‘a
particular manner, contribute to the health of the inhabi-
tants, and to the beauty of the furrounding region. The pla-
¢id ftream of thg river, and the fcenery, which diverfifies

Vor. XVII, U and
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and adorns its baks, long fince toushed the imagination oF
the Poct *, and found a place io his fong, - ~ - - .

« Aroa inter nemorifgue wmbrasy et pafena locta - -
& Lene fluens, vitreisy labitur Evew, aquis® o

The view from the Caftle-hill. though it cannot beaft of be-
ing extenfive, yet, in point of gichne(s, beauty, and variety,
yields perhaps to'few profpects: which arc purely ioland. Qm
wlil fides, the chearfuk afpe@ of a cultivated and thriving
country meets the eye. Numerous farm -houfes flud od
nlivenr the furrounding gentle acclivitier. At vatious dift
tarites, ‘Buildings of a more magnificent form, elegatit and
feately'villas, tower on the yifing grownds 4. - It may with
fruth be affirnted, that difeafes hive feldom proved epidad
mic in Cupar. - Few infants now die of the fmall: pox. e fizoe
culation, under the dire@ion of cxcellent pra@itioners,
daily gains ‘ground. Many of thofe. whe are cut off ib the
carly period of life, feem to {all.qi&ip, .to''a eruel Mfa‘
difeafe, till of late but feldom noticed by phyficians, the
¢¥oup, - or .inflammation of the wind-pipe; It belangs 4
others to attempt to account. for the froquencyof this dif-
temper.—The vale in which Cupar is. fitunted, though pof
fefling - many advantages; is. fametimes vited by:dreadésl

o ’ ' ' " thunder

® Joumstows. S I e e

A

.. 4:Attra@ted by the pleafany'and healthful Gtoation of the

vale in which the town Aands, our kings, when they lived in-the
neig_hbnutin% palace of Falklaad; placed (fays the current tra-
dition) the family nurfery at Cupar; and the royal children
bad apartments fitted up for them, in the religions houfe be
longing to the Benedictines, adjoining to the caftle, now the e
fidence of the Hon. Lady Elizabeth Anﬂmthgt. '




o Cupar of Fife. 155

thonder fiorms.  Fatal accidents from lightniog have fre-
quently been experienced *.

* Lengevity.—Many in the parith of Cupar have attained, if
not to the utmoft period of human life, yet to a very grest
longevity. It is not to be doubred, that in every place, and
ja cvery age, perfons have frequently reached a length of
days far beyond the period allotted to the ordinary race of
mortals. But we are difpofed to give too eafy faith to the
many inftances which are publithed to the world, from every
quarter, of perfons having atained to extreme old age, from
that love of the marvellous which is natural to man, and
from that fond defire of protrafting life to the utmoft fpan,
which, in defiance of the fober dictates of reafon, and the
froquens chécks of experience, we foolithly and obftinately
cherith.  Whoever will take the trouble ta inquire minutes
ly into the hiftory of thofe, within the circle of his own ac-
quaintance, who have died in sdvanced age, and who have
been reported, in cvery publication of the day, to bave
reached their hundredth, or hundred and tenth year, will
find, that in truth, in almoft every inftance, confiderablc de-
dudtions muft be made from the exaggerated account. Who-
ever attends to the numerous inftances of longerity, collec-
ted by the late Dr Fothergill, muft be fenfible, that the evi.
' dences

® On the goth of April 1735, a black-fmith, while employed
in fhoeing & horfe before the door of his work fhop, was firuck
down in the fircet, and inftantly expired. On the acth of Sepe
tember 1787, the inhabitants were alarmed by a tremendous
-peal. Every perfon trembled, while he inquired after the fate
of his children «nd his domeftics. The melancholy tidings were
inftantly fpread over the town, that four men had beeu killed
in the old corre&ion. houfe, at thut time vfed ws a wright’s thop.
Two of the four, though fevercly flunned and wounded, gra-
dually recovered: 'The other two were found without any re-
" mains of life.
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dences on wlick they are made to: reft, newfpapers. and

other periodical publications, are by no means entitled to the

attention and belief of a fincere inquirer after truth. Even

the great Lord Verulam, when writing on this fubject, lofes

that acutenefs, fagacity, and ftrength of mind, which he

ufually difplays, .and defcends .to the level of the weakeft,

the molt fanguine and credulous, of: the fpeculating philofo-

phic tribe. He feems to give credit to the accounts record-

ed by Pliny, in his natural hiftory, of 124 perfons, who, in

the reign of Vefpafian, were found in that diftri&t of Italy,

-lying between the Appenine mountains and the river Po,
who had all lived beyond the age of 100, aad many of them

- to their handred and thirtieth, or hundred and fortieth year.
Notwithftanding the many amufing hiftories, which have
been given to the public, - of the vigour and.feats of thofe
who are now alive in this country, and who have pafftd the
hundredth year of their age, yet fhould any one undertake
to produce fatisfying evidence, that there are fwpo.perions
ooly in the county in which he refides, who.have reached
this extreme age, he would find himfelf engaged in a diffi-
tult, and probably fruitlefs, attempt *. 'The annecxed in-
) ftances

* In the regifter of burials belonging to the parifh of Cupar,
the following entry is made: ¢ Buried, 21fl December 1757,
¢ Lapy DenBrag, aged 107 years.” It was the general belief
of the town and neighbourhood, that this lady, whofe maiden
name was Fletcher, and who had be¢n martied to: —- Prefton,
E(q; of Denbrae, was, at the time of her death, 106 or 107

"years old. Her friends, when talking of the length of days to
which fhe had attained, never failed to boall, that fhe was one
of the celcbrated beauties who graced the Coust of the Duke
of York, whea he refided in the palace of Holyrood-houfe, in
the reign of his’brother Charles.1I.  Upon the moft accurate
invefligation, however, of every circum(lance that could be tra-
ced, relating to the age of this female, who bad long furvived
all her cotemporaries, it has bsen found, that the had but juft
completed her ggth year.
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fances of langevity, however, in the parifli of Cupar, may
be relied on as perfeétly authentic *, '

. zlniiguiﬁe.r‘f

. ® Jamzs Winvss, Efq; of Winthank, who was born in the’

beginning of 1696, died in the month of March lat, (179%) in
his g8th year. This gentleman, whofe Rature did not exceed
the common fize, but who was handfome and well made, poffef=
fed a very uncommon degree both of bodi?' and mental vie
gour. Through the whole of life, he never failed to rife in the
morning at an early bour ;. was frequently on horfe-back ; was
10 enemy to the free circulation of the glafs, though, upon the
whole, be might juflly be faid to be regular and temporate.
He poflefied, in an eminent degree, the politenefs peculiar to the
laRt age, and long remained a venerable fpecimen of the antient
fchool of manners. He was the only perfon, the writer of thefe
Ratements ever iew, who retaifed, in extreme old ‘age; the
fame ufe of all the menta) facalties, which had been the poffefe
Kioa and epjoyment of youth and manhood. When he was up-~
‘wards of go, he pot only regularly amufed hirnfelf, feveral hours
every day, with reading, particularly hifory, but could give
a diftin& account of the fubje& to which he was dire&ing his
attention. '~ He had never, in the courfe of his long life, been
confined to his bed a fingle day by ficknefs. ‘And even when
e began to feel the gradual approaches of age, and decays of
nature, he was in a great meafure exempted from the weak-
nefles and fufferingsincidental to this mournful period. Though
hé was born in one century, and lived to fee almoft the conclu-
fion of the next, and thus ought to have pafled through the fe-

ven a%es of humap life marked by the Poet, yet the deferip- °
tion of the lalt ftage, given by the bard of nature, was by no
means applicable to the concluding period of his exifteace. He
never, indeed, reached the ¢ laft fcene of all, that ends the
¢ Rrange, eventful hiftory of man, fecond childifhnefs, and mere
"« oblivion.” Attacked at laft by the refiftlefs power of fever,
he retired to his apartment, and, after a confinement of 4 days,

yiclded to the univerful law of natare. )
The vencrable Sir Roszat Preston, late minifter in the firk
charge at Cupyr, died in September 1791, having nearly com-
pleted the fixty firft year of his miniftry. He was firlt admit.
_ted a minifter of the church at Arbirlot, in the county of An.
gus, and out-lived, during the courfe of fevenl;;ears, all the
: . . members



"y Statiftical Acsonnt

+ dutiquities~The parith of Cupar affords little to inteveft
or to gratify the antiquarian *.~—Cairns of fignes, or sumss),
containing the remains of human bodics, are frequent in this
. - : diftrict,

members of the fynod of Angus and Mearns, though they
amounted to no lefs a number than 8o.—Mr William Miller
of Star, and Mr Alexander Melvil of Kilmaron, were born in
Cupar in the courfe of the fame year, and lately died in it, at
no great dilftance of time from each other, about the age of ga.
‘The union of the laft of thefe two with iﬁs wife had fubfited
upwards of 60 years.—David Brown weaver, and his wife, who
both lately died, had lived in the married ftate during the fame
uncommon length of time.—There were living, about 10 years
ago, § men in the town of Cupar, all confiderably upwards of

o, and who all died nearly about the fame time, viz. Walter

ouglas, mufician, g6 years old ; David Brugh, gardner, 95 3
Jobn Lorimer, weaver, 94; James Anderfon, wright, g1 ;
and ———— Lumifdain, duy.labourer, 92. The firft of thefe,
Walter Douglas, who died in his 97th year, was town-dium-
mer, had ferved the corporation in that capacity 74 years,
and, at the time of his death, might perhaps have been jutly
accounted the oldelt office-bearer in the kingdom. He was
of low ftature, but broad chefted and well built. Through the
whole of life, he could only command coarfe and fcanty fare,
and knew none of the advantages of warm and comfortable
lodging. Angling was his favourite amufement, and he con-
tinued to fifh on the river till within a little of his death. He
was of a family in the town, who had long been noted for their
longevity. His bsother John died nearly of the fame age with
himfelf, after baving buried a fon vpwards of 72, Someof the
fame name fill refide in the town, who preferve a friking like~
nefs to the family, who poflefs the fame robuft appearance and
vigorous frame, and who bid fair to equal the age of their fa-
thers. . .

* In levelling a piece of ground, in order to form the turn.
pike road that leads from Cupar to the eaft, there were lately
found, in the vicinity of the Caftle.hill, feveral ftone coffins con-
taining human tkeletons. The coffins were adbrned with the
figures of warriors, rudely {culptured, and covered with un-
known chara&ers. Englith and French coins, of confiderable
.antiquity, have been dug up, in removing the subbith from the
ground where the Caftle once ftood.
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difiri&t, Smilar to thofe found ia many diferent paria of the
country *.

Carflogie Houfe.~The houfe of Carilogie, diftant about a
il from Copar, on the road thst leads to the weft, is the
moft antient family feat in the farith. Tt hud been original-
ly intended for n place of fecurity and firength, Calenel
Clephane, the prefent proprietor of Carflogie, is the dovh of
that name, who, in regular defcert, has poficfled the
eftate ¢ In a field adjoining to the houfe of Carflogie, and
nesr to the public road which leads from Cupar to the weft,

A . the

- N ) . i

® One of thefe was lately opened-on the heights of Middle-
ficld, about an hnglifh mule to thenorth-eaht of Cupar. 1 which
werefound fo urns, of baked clay, inclofing the athes of
the yacriors of a diffant age. That the .orns ‘were not Roman,
cared from the nature of the infiruments of war, placed by
tze fide of them. The hends of the battte.axes were formed of
a very hard fione, of a white colour, neatly fhaped, and nicely
camved and polithed.  I'befe arms muft have been employed by
a rude people, frungers 10 the ufe of iron. Two of thefe bat-
- tle-axes are in the poffeflion of a genticman in Cupar. The
fpot where thefe .tamoli had been formed, from the remwins
of ‘ramparts that had farrounded it, feems to have been, in
fome remote period, a military fiation of confidersble impora
tance; and to have been a height well. adapted for thar purs
poke, commanding a very extenfive profpe to the ocean on the

calt, and to the Ochil hilis on the weft.

¢+ The Cisrwawes, who for have been
tors of the Caftle and the fmm‘:i:lg o ds, in tiupm
barifm, confufion, and diforder, often leagued with the neigh.
bouring ancient family of the 8cots of Scotftarvet, who idha.
bited a flrong tower, (Scotftarvet Tower), whick is fiill entire,
fiwated sbout two Englith mues fouth from Carflogie. On'the
appearance ‘of an enemy, dorws, from the battlements of the
caftle from which thre hoftile foree’ was YRt defcried, anronné
ced’1ts approach, and the quarter from whence it wis' advins
¢ing ; and both families, ~mmem were inflantly



] a6o ' Statiftical Accotni

she ftately and venerable remains of an ath, which ' fof feve-
ral centuries has retained the nathe of the Fug Tree®, firikes
the eye of the traveller,

Garlie Bonk.—The Garlic Baok, :the property of James
‘Wemyfs, Efq; of Winthank, fituated to the fouth of Cupar,
and the higheft ground in the parith, has been rendered fa-
mous by the treaty figned there, on the 13th of June 1559,
hetwixt the Duke of Chattelrault, and Monfieur D’Oyfel,
rommanding the army of the Queen regent, and the Earl of

. . " Argyle,

under arms, There is a charter belonging to the family, bear-
ing that « Duscanvs, Comes de Fyre, confirmat Jonans: de
«¢ CLEPHANE, ¢f bacredibus, totam terram de Clefclogie, et de Eri-
¢ therrogewale, (Uthrogyle), adeo libere, ficut Davip de Cra.
€ PHANE, paler efus, et predeceffores, eas tenuerunt. Tcflibus Domi-
¢ o Alexandro de Abernethy, Micbael et David de Vemys, Hugonme
¢ de Lockor, Fokanne de Ramfey, cum multis aliis”> From the
aera at which thefe witneffes lived, the charter muft have been

iven, at the lateft, in the beginning of the reign of Robert L
%‘he family have been in poffeflion, time immemorial, of a hand
amade in exa& imitation of that of a man, and curioufly formed
of fteel. This is faid to have been conferred by one of the
kings of Scotland, along with other more valuable marks of
his favour, on.the Laird of Carflogie, who had loft his hand in
ghe fervice of his country. ’

"~ ® The iron jugs, in which the offenders on the domains of
Carflogie fuffered the punifhments, to which they were doomed
by their lords, tell from the bollow body of this tree, in which
. they had been infixed, only about 3 years ago. During the
courfe of the greater part of this century, fufpended in the view
of every paflenger, they filently, but impreflively, reminded
him, to rejoice that he lived in a happy and meliorated period,
jn which the oppreflive jurifdiQtions, and capricious and cruel
punithments, to which his fathers were long fubjeded, are ens
tirely annihilated, and mild, equal, and powerful law, hath ex-
tended its prote&ting arm to the meaneft individual, in the mofk
giftant cot, in this frec and favoured land, . . . n

. .
.
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#Argill; and Lord James, prior of St. Andrews, leiling the
forces of the Congregatiod *. o

Mote.bill, Temple Tenements, (&'c.—A motind of earth
rifing confiderably above the adjoining grounds, extends to
@ great length on the north fide of Gupar, called 15r Mote,
or, as fome write it, the Moeat-bd/ t.~Lhe Knights Tems

* & "Phe hoftile camps were only feparated by the river Eden.
"The morning of the day had been employedd by the generals of
both armies, in making the neceffary arfangements for a deci-
five engagement. The advanced parties were now about to
clofe, wien the Duke fent 2 meffenger to the Lords of the Con.
gregatioh, to demand a conference.” They, equally unwilfin
%o rifk a general a®ion, complied with the requeft, The -
cipal mex in both armies repaired to the high¢ft eminence of
the Garlie Bank, a fpot known by.the name of the Howkr, or
O/ Hifl, and which commanded a full view of the whole plain
wherein the troops were now drawn up in order of battle, and
there adjufted and figned that truce, in confequence of which
the forces of the Queen setired to Falkland, from ‘whence they
Dad that morning advaneed; and thofe of tie Congregation to
Cupar, ‘8t. Andrew’s, and Dundee. The violent reformer,
'Kuox,.having completely deftroyed the religious houfes at
Perth, Cupar, Crail, and St. Andrew’s, had repaired to the
¢antp at Cupar Muif, and by his rode, bat impreffive eloguence,
inflamned the zeal of the Lords of the Congregation. He details,
in his Hiftory, (pages 141. 142.), the events of the morning of
the 13th of June, with all the minutenefs and ardour natural to
one who had fo deep an intereft in every important public tranfa
uflion, and who had flaked his reputation and his fortunes on
the fuccefs 6f Argyll, and the party who adhered to kim,

+ They who ufe the latter orthagraphy contend, that this
Sa:‘lpm is formed of artificial earth ; that it originally exten-.
as far a8 the Caille; and was ‘conftruéted to defend the
town from any fudden attack from the north, as the river; in
fome meafure, fecured it on the fouth. There is no doubt,
however, that it ought to be ftiled the Mote Hill, as it was pro-
bably the place where, in early times, the JuRticiary of Fife held
his courts, and publifhed his cna&ments, for the regulation of
Vor. XVIL X the
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plars had ¢onfiderable poffeflions in land adjoining to Cupde
on the fouth. There are flill two houfes, in different parts
of the town, called Temple Tenements, which belonged to
that order. They now hold of the Earl of Hadington, and
enjoy all the privileges and exemptions ufually attached to
the pofleffions of the Templars.—The only religious houfe
which exifted in Cupar, at the time of the Reformation, was
a couvent of Doininican, or Black Friars. It was fituated
at the foot of the Caftlehill, and connefted with the Caftle ®.
A confiderable part of the chapel, built of cut free-ftone,
fill fands.

Playfild,

the country. The Latin name, by which this hill is fometimes
nentioned, muft decide the controverfy, if with any plaafibility
it could ever have been maintained ;— Mons placiti,”” which
may be tranflated ¢ Sratate-bill.”

* No part of the Caltle now remains. Though long the re-
fidence of the Earls of Fife, it had at laft become a national
fortrefs. It had been a place of comfiderable fren, Ba-
chanan ftiles it Arx munitifims Cuprenfis. ‘The Eng ere in
poffeflion of it anno 1297. In the courfe of that year, it was
recovered by the bravery of Wallace, . [Buchan. Hifi. book viii. }
—Robert Wifhart, bithop of Glafgow, who had joined the par-
ty of Bruce, after the murder of Comyn, held the Caftle of Cu-
par againf the Englifh. He was made prifoner there, arrayed
in armour, and, in that uncanonical garb, was condu@ed to the
Cattle of Nottin{;ham. This happened anno #306. [ Delrym-
pi¢’s Annals, vol. 11.]—Edward Baliol, affited by Edward LIL. of
England, reviving his pretenfions to the crown of Scotland,
defeated the Scotch at Halidon, anne Dorm. 1333, during the
minority of David II ; upon which the greater part of the
kingdom fubmitted to him. Upoa this occafion, we find the
Cadtle of Cupar entrufted to Wilham Bullock, an ecclefiattic of
eminent abilities, chamberlain of Scotland, in whom Bahol pla-
ced his chief confidence. [Dafnmple.]—~The king was again
put in pofl=ffion of this fortrels, by the fuccefsful valour of Wil<
lian: Douglas, and foon after he cauied it to be entirely demo-.
lifhed.
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Playfield, &'c.~During the dark ages, theatrical reprefen-
tations, called myfleries or moralities, (the perfons allegorical,
fuch as Sin, Death, &c.) were frequently exhibited. The
place, where thefe entertainments were prefented, was called
#he Plogfield®, « Few towns of note,” fays Arnot, in his

Hiftory

® The pieces prefented in the Playfield of Cupar, however,
fcem not, at the aera of the Reformation, to have had any con.
nedtion with religious fubjeds, but were¢ calculated to interek
and amufe, by exhibiting every variety of charater, and eve
fpecies of humour. To illuftrate the manners which prevailed
in, Scotland in the 16th century, and as a fpscimen of the dra-
matic corypofitions which pleafed our fathers, Arnot, in the
appendix to his Hiftory, gives a curious excerpt from a manu.
fcript comedy, ‘which bears to have been exhibited in the Play-
field at Cupar, and which had been in the poffeflion of the late
Mr Garrick
- That part of the excerpt only, which relates to the place
where the play was prefented, is here tranfcribed. o

¢ Here begins the proclamation of the play, made by Davip
Liupsay of the Mount §, Kuight, in the Playficld, in the month,
s the year ot God 1§55 years.” !

 Proclamation made in Cupar of Fife.

# Our purpofe is on the feventh day of June,
¢ 1f weather ferve, and we have ret and peace,
* Wa fhall be fgen into our playing place,
4 In good array about the hour of feven.
s Of thriftinefs that day, I pray you ceafe 3
¢ But ordain us good drink againit allevia §. -
% Fail not to be upon the Caltlehill,
-¢s Befide the place where we purpofe to play ;
¢ With gude Rark wine your flaggons fee you fill,
¢ And had yourfelves the merrieft that yon may.

¢ Cottager. 1 fhall be there, with God’s grace,
“ Tho’ there were never fo great a price,
¢ And foremoft in the fair:
¢ And drink a quart in Cupar town, °’
" ¢ With my goffip John Wijliamfon,
« Tho’ all the nolt thould rair,” &c.

$ The MounT, formerly the eflate of Sir Davip Linngay, lies
in the immediate neighbourboed of Cupar, o

§ is e. Eleven,
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Hiftory of Edisburgh, # were without one.” That of
i« Edinburgh was at the Greenfide-well ; that of Cupar in
¢ Fife was on their Cafle-bill®

. Agriculture.—Fife, though poffefling natural advantages
fuperior to thofe enjoyed by many neighbouring “¢ountics,
was, till of late, far behind them jn the impoPtant knowy
ledge, and valuable imprdvements of agriculture~—I'he heg-
ring fifhery, the making of falt, the burning of lime, and
working of coal mines, circumftances which might naturally
have been expefled to accelerate a meliorated hufbandry,
contributed long to retard its progrefs. Occupied entirely
in the purfuit of thefe objects, the great landhalders in Fife
were unhappily diverted from paying that attention to the
furface of the ground, which would not have failed to hawe
made a more certain and valpable return for the expeuce
which they often incurred, and the alivity and indufiry
they exerted. During the laft 15 years, however. in maoy
diftri@ts of the county, the land.holders and farmers have
adopted and profccuted every plan of modern improvemeat,
with a degree of cagernefs, perfeverance, and fuccefs, not
furpaffed in any corner of theifland. That part of the coun-
ty, in particular, which lies between the Eden and the Tay,
natgrally fertile, has been fubjeéted to a new and better mode
of cultivation. The farmers in this diftri®t, with a liberali-
ty which does them honour, readily acknowledge, that they
are indebted for many effential improvements, which are
now general among them, to the example of thafe who have

come to fettle in Fife, from the oppofite country of the Carfe
of Gowrie. -

Imprevements—The grounds adjoining to Cupar, on the
r morth,
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north, having lately pafled into the hands of new mafters,
who have fpared . no expence to drain and inclofe them, who
‘have enriched them with abundance of manure, and em-
ployed them in a proper rotation of crops, have entirely
changed their appearance, and now afford a pleafing proof
-of the power of cultivafion. From the improvements which
-have been mentioned, the ez¢ftion of handfome houfes, by
the different proprictors, and the plantations which have
been formed, the whole prefents to the eye the appearance
of what the French call ferme orne.

Hills, Plantaions, &'c.~~The country around Cupar can.
-not be faid to be level, as the grounds, in general, rife to a
confiderable height on both fides of the Eden; yet there
are no hills in the parith, except thofe of Wemyfs-hall and
-Kilmason, both of which are cultivated to the top. There
are extenfive and thriving plantations on Cupar Muir, but
no trees of age or fize, cxcept at Carflogie and Tarvet, the
family feat of Patrick Rigg, Elq; of Morton, At the laft
mentioned place, the pleafure grounds, laid out with tafte,
aroumd the fpacious and ¢legant houfe lately built there, de-
sive much. of their beauty from the appearance of the an
ticnoand lofty trees fcattered through the lawn.

y-

8o.—Fhe foil, on the north fide of the Eden, is in gene-
“‘ral of an excellent quality, black and deep, on a dry whine
ftone bottom, The foil on the fouth fide of Eden, as foon
as you leave the valley, is cold and thin,“and, ip genesal, on
a bottom of till, - .

Farms, Crops, &c.—The farms contain from 100 to 300
* acres. The rotation of crops, on the beft black land, is the
follovm‘: '
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Hollowing : 1. Clover and rye.grafs ; 2. Wheat with deng g
3. Barley; 4. Drilled beans, with dung; 5. Wheat; 6. Tur-
nips or potatoes; 7. Barleys 8. Oats, with grafs feeds.
Thus, in the courfe of the 8 years, we have one cighth clo-
ver, two eighths wheat, two cighths barley, one eighth dril.
led beans, one cighth turnips or potatoes, and one eighth oats.
+—The following rotation 1s obferved in clay land: 1. Seme
mer fallow; 2. Wheat, with lime.ard dung; 3. Peafe and
beans; 4. Barley, with grafs feeds; 5. Hay, cut green;
6. Wheat, with dung; 7. Barley; 8. Oats; 9. Summer
fallow, &c.—The rotation followed in grounds chiefly em-
ployed for pafture; 1. Oatsy 2. Barley or flax; 3. Oats,
with grafs feeds; 4. Hay; 5. Pafture.—-Artificial graffes,
chiefly rye-grafs, and red and white clover, are cultivated to
a great extent, and with abundant fuccefs. Turnips have
only been introduced of late years, and as yet a fmaller nam-
ber of acres, in proportion to the extent of the parith, are
occupied with this crop, than in the eaftern parts of the
county.—The feed time extends from the middle of March
to the middle of May. Harveft begins in the middle of
Auguft, and commonly ends about the middle of O&ober, .

Potatoes,—No fpecies of culture has fo amply rewayded the
labour beftowed on it, by the inhabitants of Cupar, as that of
the potatoe.  They have good reafon to join with thofe who
affirm, that the potatoe is the richeft prefent, which the new
world ever made to Europe. The produce of an acre is from
40 to 100 bolls. The average crop, on good ground, 6o
bolls. The difeafe peculiar to this plant, known by the
name of the curl. has not yet materially affelted the crops in
the neighbourhood of Cupar. The kinds commonly plane
ted are, for the table, the long kidney, and the Landon dropper.

For cattle, a large red potatoe, known hy the name of zbe
Tartor,
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Yarfar, ind extremely prolific. The moft fuccefsful fare
mers plant them in drills, at the diftance of o inches from
each other. They clean them chicfly with drill liarrows
and plooghs.

Horfes, Black Cattle, &'c, *—Horfes are principally employ4
ed in cvery fpecies of labour. The breed his been greatly ime
proved within the laft 15 years. The farmer feldom yokts 8
pair ia his plongh, or in his cart, for which he could mot
draw, in the market, sol. This difrict of the country, and
indeed the whole of what is commonly called the Laigh of
Fife, has long been famous for its excellent breed of back
cattle 4. —The infiruments of hufbandry, ufed in the parith;
are all of the neweft and beft confiruétion ; and the farmers
begin to build, at their own expence, mills for thrething ous
their corns. ' -

Inclofures, Minerals, &'c.—There is pot an acre of comm
mon or wafte ground in the parith, the whole being cithes
planted or employed in tillage, except one lerge ficld, the
property of the town, kept for the purpofe of pafturing the
cows belonging to the inhabitants. A confiderable propor=
tion of the grounds are inclofed. As there are inexhauftible

quarries

® For the number of cattle, &c. fee the Table. About zq-
years ago, there were 12 or 13 flocks of fheep 1a the parith ; for
feveral years pait, there has not been one.

1 James Wenvss, Efq; of Winthank, a few years ago, fold
to ao Engiifh drover, two bullocks, bred on his %rm
Wemyfs-hall, among the largeRt which the county of Fife has
ever produced. L'hey were exhibited on account of therr ftu-
endous fize, during many months, 1n different parts of Eng-
d, to the cye of public curiofity ; and when killed at Smith.
ficld, were foynd to be among the beavielt ever. biought to thap
market,
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quamqs of excellent free-ftone in the parith; the -melofard®
are chiefly formed by ftone dykes, the expence of h-ﬂdng
which is from 30s. to 408. per reod of 36 ya'ds. :
it
Rents and Mills.=The grounds, to the dmﬁneec( an Enge
lith mile round the town, lét at an average of 31 per aore.
Fields under fown grafs, let for 61 per acre, fometimes &
high as 81. There are mo lefs than- 11,000 bolls of graie
annually made into mealy & the 4 different htm in ‘the
panfh, where mills are erefted. . . C e
" Roads, . -—Turnpnke roads began to be ﬁnrmed in the
pan{h of Cupar, only within thefc fow years, The eneafusm
_ met, at firft, with almoft univesfal oppofition. from the adile
tent country. The farmers, however,have:already cosinelst
cﬁanged ‘their opinion with refpect to turnpikesy shoy.pegt
cliea'rfully'at the toll-bars, and feem, in general, to be cons
vinced of the vaft i importance and utility of the roads: that
have been formed.  The turnpikes, .in. ahe rcighbourhoud)
of Cupar, are made.on. an cxcellont plan, are.foraied-wf che
beft materials, and contain a hard and foft, or fumme pnd
winter road.—The crofs roads in the parifh are,» in: ganemly
exceedingly ill kept; nor is it likely, that by.the Aptayesbat
bour, as at prefent applied, they will ever be in bettar orders
As improvements of every kind bave advanced fo Tapidiy;
tﬁ‘u-mg the laft 7 years, it ‘muft appear an unaccouatable deiy
£, " that fo very commop, and fo very ufeful a machine, b
thzt of a _/hll -yard for weighing. hay, ¢oals, 8cc: bat neveF

y‘ct beeri ere@ed in thg town of Qupar, mor en any of the-
Mds leadmg to it, :

-

" Wages and Prices of Promﬁom —A labourer carns per day,
i fummer, from 1 s. to 1 3, 6d. . In winter, from 10d.to1s.

» : .'rhe
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"The peices of provifions vaty little, in the céuntries adjoining
to Edinburgh, Perth, Dundee, &c.. The vicinity of thefe
great towns did not contribute, in any great degree, to raife
the price of provifions, till within the laft 30 years. An in-
emeafed population, and new modes of life, have of late oc<
cafloned an immenfe additional cenfumption of fith, poultry,
&c.~In the Cupar market, beef, mutton, pork; and veal,
fell at an average at 4 d. per lib. Dutch weight; hens, 13 d.
each ‘geefe, 3 5. each; rabbits, 6 d. per pair; pigeons, 3 d.
per pair; butter, 9 d. per lib.; bet cheefe; 5d.; coarfe
cheefe, 3d: tron weight; oat meal, 13 d. per peck; pota-
toes; 4% d.; eggs, 4d. per dozeny falmon, §d. per lib.—
Though the price of provifions is thus high, and though
there has been alfo a great rife on the neceffary articles of
Jeather; foap, falt, candles, &c, yet the labourer at prefent is
better lodged, better fed and clothed, and can give a more dex
cent education to his children, than his father, who paid only
64d. or 7d. for a peck of oat meal; 14 d. for beef and mut-
son per lib.; who bought eggs at 1d. per dozen; butter at
§d. per lib,; cheefc at 1}d.; and haddocks in sbundance
at 1d. or 2d. per doZen. This imptovement in the fituza
tion of the labourer is owing chicfly to thefé¢ caufes: 1ff,
The proportion of the ptice of his own labour, and thdt of
Kis family, to the ptice of prowifions, is more in his favour
than at ady preceding period, 2d/y, The introduétion of the
potatée, which has been long in general cultivation, affords
a vaft additional fupply of food to the labourer and his fu-
wily, and enables him, at the fame time, to rear pigs and
poultry. 3dly, He can depend on being employed during

the courfe of the whole year, an advantage which his father, -

who received only 5d. or 6d.. for his day’s work, could not
always command.

Vour. XVII, RS Charalier
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CharaBler of the People.—~The labourer and the mechadic
are in general able, by the exertions of their tdufiry, to
make a decent livelihood for themfelves and their famnilies §
they poffefs more forefight and economy than thofe of the
fame rank in the neighbouring kingdom. They cherith the
faudable pride of not being indebted for their fupport to ths
parochial fund, or to the humanity of the charitable, They
are in general contented with their humble fituation; friends
to that government which -extends protetion and fecurity
to their dwellings ; and have had the good fenfe to refift
tnd to defpife the attempts of thoft, who have endeavoured
to make them belicve, in oppofition to their owa happy ex-
pencnce, that they are bnrdcned, opprefled, and wrctched.

LG

Mmm-.--The manters of ‘the inhabitants of Capat; of
better rank, are, in gencral, corret and polite.” Centlemen
of the military profeflion, having fpent their youth in-the- feb~
wice of their country, frequentlyfix their refidence here; inithe
decline of life. Formed in that fchool, which has'long beén
diftinguifhed by the eafe and politenefs which it ‘commitrii-
cates, they have contributed to diffufe an elcgance of toin-
ners. To this circumftance alfb, perhaps, it is in fome nida-
fure owing, that families refiding in Cupar, and enjoying oh-
Iy a limited and narrow income, make a decent and refjibe~
table appearancg; and are enabled; by habits of attention
anfl cconomy, freqpently tg e;erczfe an elcgnt hoﬁntalnt
‘4" R i ’ ) ey

T s : L ' ot
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Starasvical Tasie or THE Parisy ofF Curar oF
Vo L. . Firg. - ‘

o

CoxpiTioNg AND PROFESSIONS, &c,'

Principal refiding heritors®* 7 Mafoms © . & - ¢ w21
Ditto non-refiding 9 Wrights” - - 48
Attorneys or writers ~ ' 12 Siniths - = - 24
Clerksand apprentices to * Shoemakers o ».:-3§

" ditto 7 120 Glovers - .- < g
Wedical pradtitioners - Hatters - - - L2
Ciergymen * 2" "UF  Bitbers <. 4 oy
School-mafters = = 3 Saddlers - 5
Priyage teachers . -« 4 Candle-makers . 2
Mantua-makers - l 10" Linen-merchants .« 6

Miliners - - 6 Shopkeepers - 31
Hppfe painters - . 3 Midwives - - 4
.Stationers - = . 2 Watch-makers T

Bakers and fervants 19 Excile officers - 3
. Butchers and ditto .16  Carriers - -
Brewers | - « 5§ Meflengers - - 3
Tyilom ... -. - 29 Footmen - - 30
Precs - - e 5 A
:  Valned

® Viz. Patrick Rigg, Efq; of Morton, James Wemyfs, Efg;
of Wemyfihall, Henry Stark, Efq; of Teaflcs, Charles Bell, E(q;
of Pitbladdo, William Robertfon, Efq; of Middlefield, Peter
z:’lallker, Efg; of Kingafk, and fohn Swan, Efq; of Preflon-

t Viz. the Earl of Crawfurd, Colonel Clephane of Carflogie,
James Robertfon, Efq; of Balgarvie, Oliver Gourlay, Efq; of
Kilmoran, George M‘Gill, Efq; of Kemback, Charles Mait=
land, Efq; of Rankeillor, Henry Weft, Efq; of Foxtown, Mifs
Bell of Hillton, and Alexander Tow, Efq; of Pittencrieff,
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Valued rent in Scotch money - L. 5331"

‘Bank offices - - - -
Tan-works - e - -
‘Weaver’s looms - - -
Licenfed ale-houfes - - -

- Ditta in the county. of Fife . v

Q;r?nﬁ, &e.
Horfes- - -. 338 Coxh. -
Cows and young cattle 722  Chaifes -
Ploughs . - « . 68 Pack of fox hounds
Carts =« = 137 Ditto of harriers

- - O -
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PARISH OF LILLIESLEAF, |

(CouNrY oF RoxBURCH—PRESBYTELY OF SELRIRE
~SyNoD or MERsE AND Tmornu.n).

By the Rev. Mr WiLL1am CampBsLL, Minifler,

\J P 9

Name, Extent, and River.

HE origin of the name is uncertain, It has been
wrote Lillies-life and Lillies-cliffe.~It rifes from the
caft, where the breadth is only half a mile, with a gradua}
afcent to the weft, where it is a mile broad from wnorth to
fouth. It is broadeft at the middle, being, upon 2 medium, 3
miles and one fixth. It is five miles and a half in length,
and contains between 7000 and 8opo acres.—At the head of
. the parith, the river A4/, remarkable for the quality of its
trouts, divides it for a mile, and then becomes the boundary
to the north aud caft.

80il, Farm Rents, Cultivation, and Produce.—The foil vae
ries, being partly clay, rich loam, and partly gravelly hghc
fand. The crofts adjoining the village let at 35s. and 405,
per acre.—The rents in general, for feveral years paft, have
been rifing, and are flill on the increafe, owing, in a great
meafure, to the improvements and mode of management.
The outficld ground is light, part dry, and part fwampy.
The Englith plough, after the model of Small of Rofline,

i
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is ufed in general. Farmers arc not fo fond -of fowing
wheat as formerly. The cukuge of tuppips is judged of
more confequence, and keeps the land in good heart. A
-rotation of crops, as follows, has been, *dopted ; Dllow, tar-
nips, oats, peafe, barley with grals féeds, hay, pafture for 2’
years, oats, sud thena fallow. Upon lighter ground, 1A, crop
oats’s 2dly, Turnips, peale, or potatoes, 3dly, Barley'; 4rby;
Hay; then oats, &¢. as before.  After this rotation, there
is no need of a fallow,.—The diftance from lime is 25 miles.
—There is a marl mofs at the eaft end of the parifh, and
another at the weft.—The manure in both is of an excellent
quality. Its effeéts are more difcernible on grafs, than dn
land in tillage. There are other two mofles in the neighe
Bourhood, at 4 miles diftance, from which confiderablé
duantities pf mar] are brought. 'The old maxim, * The
& fodder is beft which carries corti on its top,” is ‘entirely
cxploded.” Sir John Buchanan Riddell, proprictor of 4 great
part of the parifh, and who propofes ftaying here, at leaft
occafionally, is rapidly carrying on improvements. He has
marl on his cfate, yet the expence muft-be confiderable.~ K
is not to be doubted but they will turn out to good accoutit;
and his plantations’ add to the beaitty of the plate. * Swift
obferves, ¢ whoever could make two cars of corn, ‘or two
“.blades of grafs to grow, upon a fpot of ground where only
. % one grew before, would deferve better of mankind, and
*do more éffential fervice to his- country, thar' the Whole
fe fx"ac_:e of politicians put together®,” Uxen are not' afed it
L C T labouring
s place of. phavieg. seutabes; which famatimes.ae attended
with a confiderable deEree of confufion, and fome difagreeable
confequences among the fervants, might it not anfwer better, if,
forinftance, the proprictors of ten ploughs were to colle® 503.2
¥ {and.tobemarled before {owing, and the while work during
the {¢alon reviewed ;' a premiium of 1), 5 5. g0 the beft l.vp:;nh t:xe -
ole,



tbousing as febérly, The molr knd % kapt for pafiva
mge. - e .

BPricst of Provifons and Eabour.Provifions are high
priced.  Butcher meat is often fold at a dearer rate than ia
Ediobwrgh 3 butter at 10d. per lib, (24 02.) a pair of fowls
at 13. 8d. formerly only 11.5 chesfe 6 d. per lib. formerly
354, ; and.other articles in proportion. The mauner of
living is greatly changed, being much more expenfive ; yet
the. fagmers ape in better circumftaaces, and much bester
lodged tham thay were. 39 years ages , The wages of a man
fervant are from 61 to 81. Sterling; and thofe of a maid
fervant from 31 48 to 3L, 153, ger anmum. A day-labourer
gets 10d, with his.fnckt, or 131 .53d. without it a tajlor,
84, with, or s s withost it; a wright, 15. 6d. 5 a mafon,
18.6d. 3 a.man for weeding potatoes of turnips, 8d. I
haryeft, 2 pam gets 15, 44. 2 women, 1s. 2dh . Forzo

" yeirs palt, work of cvery kind hes rifen in expence one third,
Ik is.spore .than prebable the rifc will ftill be higher. .The
" fahoo) fees alonc are moderate. .Some farmers have their
corns. threfhed for, 4 d, per. boll, with maintainance 5 3 ditck.
3 fpot deep dug, with the thorns fet, at 8 d. per rodd; and a
Muuud. o .
Jlops toreyg ti

MF«:I, Dy‘q/'u,,ﬁf.—'l‘bcmad:m in.a bad fiate,
but, will be put in good repair, a3 moocy for the ftatute laa
bot i th be exblted, asfar as law allows, Onegmtmcon.
¥enienck ¢he people labours under, is the diftance from coals,
which is not lefs than 30 and 32 milss. Some peats may be
p'omed hére, Nﬂblﬂgh (mud,thannkat 15 thic'12

vt . . ‘- ' CWf.
wbolc, 155, to tlle fuoﬁ ‘;r 10s. to the third. The plough-
iben would thus be atteauve from ﬁrﬁ to laft, and Juﬁnce would
bs doné the imafter, - -
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cwt, are Dy far the ¢hedpeft. In the article df firing; the
inhabitants muft be at a greater expence than any parith in
the fouth of Scotland. Agues, 20 years ago, were very fre.
quent in the village, the road beirig almoft impaffable on ac-
count of putrid ftagnated water. This being removed, and the
road formed and finithed, aguifh complaints liave almoft totally
difappeared. It is unfortunate that this corner thould be fo
bare of trees, there being plenty of ground well adapted
for large plantations, particularly of firs. . The weedings
would be ufeful as fuel; the body of the tree profitable, in
a parith fo remote from the fea coaft; and the ground en-
riched by the leaves,

Population.—lIt is gederally believed, that the population i
greatly diminifhed, there being veftiges of confiderable vil
lages, where now there fland only one or two houfes. Sinde
the year 1760, 9 farms have been added to fuch as lay adja-
cent; and though the rent of each was not very confider-
able, yet the honeft tackfman cleared with the proprietos,
and brought up and educated his children, who proved ufe-
ful members of fociety. But whatever diminution may have
iately takett place ifi the population of the parifh, from thefe
and fimilar caufes, it is certain, that there has been an i~
creafe upon the whole, within thefe 40 years, as appears from
the following comparative flatemeiit :

STaTisTicAL TABLE OF THE PaRISH OF LiLLTES-LEar. -
Number of males in the parith, at Whitfunday 1793 342

Ditto of females - - - - 288
Total numbet of fouls 630
Difto in 1555, as returned to Dr Webfter s21

Increafe 109
.- Families
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Wright:g . -~ ‘ . “

'g" ii[lie:-lay‘.

Minifter .. - . e
‘y : PR S T

Seceders of various denomi-
a .. o Y L )

- -
.-

?"S“"‘?‘. - 1 ¥
cavers W T gy

I .13
Ma'fons - - 9

Fhmilies fo the village - - - 87
Ditto in the country - & . 59
B .- Tml ’46

. AGEs. |  —
Perfons under 10 yearsofiage <« . ., i48
i——— between 10and 20 . - . .= 103
——— ——— 20and 30 .- N < 138:
f—‘—goandGo* S e,k . 184,
i, — 60 md'sc. - L I «.-,6-39
’ ' H oo ¢ e 630’
CoxbpiTioNns, PrRoFRSSIONS, S8, . i - o
Proprictors ¢ - = 17 Coopers - - 2

Sgors, - .~ %7
Bakﬁi? - -- e 011;“2_'5
Shop-kegpers | ., ..., gRY 3
Licenfed ajg-houfny, . g,

.School-maftgr | ¢, ;- .3,

Scholars in svinter, about s

Bmiths - -<. 3. Dittojn fompes - - 36
Annual average of births Ll e T { |
‘———-———_ marn‘agcs - - e 3
bl Ll burials - - O e G
e RENT, STQCK, & . . - ,
Valeed I Seotch money - s _ L..8365 .
Real rent in Sterling, about = - - a 3000

Horfes e
Bh.ck‘ca'tﬂé .

k L899
Sheep  » . i394

® A few of this clafy are borderlnig ipon 0.

© 175 Swing . . .-

Y

Ployghs . .« . | <  'g5.

B S U VO
Manufatures.

.+ Befides thefe heritops, therg:is, a canfiderable  number. of

feuets,

! Although this village is a thorough-fare, between the

efn and eaftern parts of the

for fo many ale and ipirit houfes.

Vor. XVII,

country, there is no occafion

Z
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Manufalures.~Many packs of lint, till of late, were fent .
from Darlington, by Newcaftle, to be fpun. The yarn was
reéturned by the fame conveyance., At prefent the fpinners
are employed by the manufaGturers in Havnck. The quan-
tity of cloth woven for fale is not great.

«Ecclefioftical State.~This parifh belonged formerly to the
diocefe of the Archbifhop of Glafgow, who built the kirk
betwixt the gth and 1oth century. There is paid to that
ubiverfity, the yearlipfiln of 5 1. 7s. 6§ d. called the Bifbop’s
Coat. The kirk was rebuilt in the year 1971, and is commo-
dious and well feited: The Duke of Roxburgh is patrom.
The ftipend, at the converfion of grain, is about 1000 1.
Scotch, and gol. ditto for ¢ommunion clements,” The manfe
was built in the year 1762, vesy fuperficially and confined.
An addition was made to it 15 years after, and ghe houfe is
this feafon to get fome peceflary repairs. The glebe is of &
tdlerable govd quality, meafuring riear 11 Englith acrds *.

School.—Thie heritors, a few years ago, g&l:fntarily faifed
the fchool-mafter’s falary from 190 merks'to iool. Scotch.
They are contrating for a new fchodl and fcho?l-houfc.
His cimoluments, as teacher, precentor, and feflione ek, do
not exceed 171 per anmum. ' Co e

h AT -

Por.—The poor are fupported by the intereft of 1051,
Sterling funk money, and aw afleflment on the land, the one
half paid by the proprietdr, and the other half by the te-
nant. The weckly collections. fupply,fuch as occafionally

b " { 1 » need
GO it m:ght be kept entife, Sir Walter Riddell, in the
¥ ) uoned half an acre of land to the then mumRer,
- . .« s in office, upon which the manfe, &c. are
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need affiftance. ‘'When a perfon is admitted a pauper, 2

‘bond is figned, conveying a right to the heritors of what

effefts they have. This prevents impofition. If in value
the effe@ts exceed the cxpenditure, the furplus is given to
the neareft relations of the deceafed.

Arntiquities *.~In this parifh lies the feat of the ancient
famil_y

* Upon inclofling the grounds of Bewlichill, the workmen
came to loofe earth, foft and black, and found a great number
of human bones, feemingly burnt to a certain degree. The
fpace was upwards of 20 feet diameter, being of a circular form,
and feems to have been an oytpoft of a Boman camp, the vef-
tiges of which are to be feen in a neighbouring parifh, at 3 miles
ditance. The rage of conqueft knows no bounds, but the Al-
mighty brings good out of evily for, by the invafion of the Ro-
maps, and the fuccefs attending their arms, Providence paved
the way for publifhing and introducing Chriftianity into this
ifland. Military weapons have been found, and fpears fharp od
both fides ; large quantities of buman bones, fome with ribs
adhering to the back bones heads,.in fome the tgeth almoft frefh.
One body was pretty entire; contiguous to it were the remains
of a horfe. Frequent tkirmifhes had accurred in that corner of
the parith, with the foldiers of Charles 1I. A numecrous party
of Prefbyterians, who were marching to join their brethren at
Bothwell Bridge, being attacked by fome troops of dragoons,
fled to Bewlie Mofs for refuge ; unable to extricate themielves,
many perifhed in the mud. When the old church of Lillies~
Leaf was taken down, in 1771, there was found, helow one of
the feats, a coffin containing feveral human heads. We may
foppofe that they had been cut off by friends, that they might
not be fixed upon the ports of any of the neighbouring bo-
toughs, as it was not poflible to drag out the bodies without be
ing difcovered. What a bleffed toleration do we now live un-
der? And if the conftitution under which we live, in the courfe
of time, needs repairs, tender and delicate thould the hand be
that touches it. Our fathers told us of frequent meetings in
Lillies-Leaf muir, for the werfhip of God. The devout affeme«
bled at the hazard of their lives; the place they chofe was retir-
ed ; and one of their namber was placed on a riling ground, to
give the alarm on the appearance of danger.—A:.nxén DER

. V1OME,,
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family of RIDDEL, of that ilk, ane of the moft anucnt, if
not the very oldeft in Scotland *, :

CharaBler and Manners.—The peaple in general, a very
few excepted t, are fober and attentive to bufinefs, there be-
ing plenty of work for fuch as chufe not ta be idle, or half
employed. They are regular in attending the ordinances of
religion, und many have made no fmall degree of improve-

ment jn- Chriftian knowlcdgc. They adhere firictly to the
ftandards

Howme, great-grand-father of the wife of the prefent minifter;
4 man eminent for his piety, and fimplicity of manners, came
from the Merfe to join with his foffering brethren in Divine
fervice. Under the influence of that principle which ¢ zhink-
s¢ eth no evil,” he informed a gentleman, on his returning home,
where he had been, who gave information to the fervants of
government, whereupon he was appuhendcd condemned, and
hanged at the Crofs of Edinburgh.

- Tradmon fays, this family fixed itfelf betwixt the feventh
and eighth century. A late well informed and elegant hifto.
rian was of this opinion. As pofitive proofs Walter Riddell
of Riddell married Violet Douglas in 936, About and after,
that period, grants of land were made by th- kings of Scot-
Jand, and by fome of the Popes, particularly by Pope Alexans
der II. A place of worfhip was ere@ed near the houfe of Rid-
dell, which had a burying ground, called Chape/ Park. When
in tillage, human bones occafionally have been plowed up.
‘This burying place was transferred'to the prefent church-yard.
Upon the outfide of Riddell ayle, there is infcribed H. R. 1110,

+ Previous to the rupture with America, a woman guilty of
child-murder petitioned for banifhment, which was granted.
She denied to the father her being with child, and would not
hearken to his propofals for marriage ; yer, fo violent was his
attachment to this monfter of depravity, that he accompanied
her to America, in the hope fhe would relent, and at laft give
him her band.—A well difpofed woman, upwards of 70 years
of age, at times fubje& to religious melancholy. ‘atk:d of a
neighbour a good book to read ; Ambraofe’s War with Devils was
put into her hands, the readmg of which entirely detangtd her.
mind, and led her to commit the fatal a8 of fuicide.
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ftandards of the Church of Scotland, and are well acquaine
ted with her doétrines. They are generally firangers to the
neglect of famnly worfhip; and with to give their children
a decept education. The fchool fees, for the children of
fuch as are not in gopd circumfances, are paid from the
weckly colle®tions. The Seceders of different denominations
arc obliging in their manners ; far from a2 narrow contraéted
fpirit, no clergyman could wifh for better neighbours,—
There are two political focieties a few miles diftant, who call
themfelves the Friends of the Pegple ; but, though they are
anxious to add to their numbers, not a fingle perfon-in this
parifh has joined them.—The drefs both of the men and
the women has undergone a moft furprifing change, within
thefe 40 years. Thirty-two years ago, there were only 7
bats in the church, but at prefent there are not as many
bomr. 15,

NUM.
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NUMBER Xl

PARISH OF EDLESTOWN.

(CounTy aNp PrESBYTERY OF PERBLES.—SYNOD 0B
LoTa1aN sAND TWEEDALE).

By the Rev, Mr PaTRICK ROBINSON, Minifler,

Name, Situation, and Extent.
VP HE village of EpLEsTOWN, from which this parifh
takes its name, is fituated 17 miles fouth from Edin-
burgh, and 4 miles N. from Pecbles, on the poft road from
Edinburgh.—The length of the parith, from N. to S. is 1@
wiles, and its greateft breadth, from . to W. 7 miles,

Hill, Profet, Lake, River, ¢9'c=~DunDROIGH, Or Druid’s
Hill, which is fituated two miles ealt from the church, is
2100 feet above the level of the fea, from which, in a clear

" day, can be feen the Cheviot Hills, with part of Tiviotdale,
Annandale, Clydefdale, Perththire, Fifethire, the Frith of
Forth, the city of Edinburgh, and the counties of Eaft, Weft,
and Mid Lothians.—There is a lake about 2 miles to the N.
E. of the village of Edleftown, nearly of a circular form, and
about 2 miles in circumference. The only fpecies of fith
which it contains, are pikes and eels. This lake gives rife to
the water of South Efk, which empties itfelf into the fea at
Muflelburgh. Edleftown Water, which pafles this village,
and runs into the river Tweed at Peebles, takes its rife from

various
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vatious fprings on the north and north-weft boundaries of -
the parith, and at Cowey’s Linn has a fall of 35 feet. | There

are no difeafes peculiar to this parifh, The ague is not known

in it. In the year 1783, the poor werc liberally fupplied

-and the inhabitants of the parith, during that year, were

more free from ficknefs than ufual,

Surpace, Cult:wzm Produce, Exports, @te—Though thc
greatefl past of the parxth confifts of hill ground, and is de-
voted to the puﬁunge ‘of fheep and black cattle, yet every
ftore farm, one excepted, and on which a.fhepherd only re-
fides, contains as much arable land as occupies from one to
three ploughs.—The crops confift of beans, fown grafs, oats,
peafe, potatoes, and turnips. The culture of turnips and
fown grafs hay, becomes cvery year more extenfive; and as .
it is found profitable to the farmer, as well as ornamental to
filc country, there is little doubt that it will foon be general,
—The produce, after fupplying the demands of the paidh,
enables the farmer to export annually from 1100 to 1200
bolls of bear ; and their exports of oats and peafe, taken to~
gether, may amount nearly to the fame number of bolls.
The grofs reat of the parith is doubled within the laft 20
years, All the tenants are in a thriving flate, and man’of
them are opulent.

Prices of Provifins gnd Labour.—The neareft market for
provifions is Peeblcs, which is well fupplied with meat of all
kinds, the prices of which are nearly the fame as at Edigm

burgh. The wages of - fervants and labeurers bave increafed
lately, and have been nearly doubled within the laft 20 years,

which is owing, in a great meafure, to the decreafed popula-
tion, nc: only of this parifb, but. generally throughout the
county cf Tweeddale. A good plobghman receives 8 guia

. - -nm
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nieas per. onnumy with' victuals; If’miniéd, he has alfo a
houfe and: garden, with as much land as i ‘Tafelent for
fowig'two pecks of bear, 'twd pecks of potatocs? and a Tippy
of lihtfeed. The wages of nmid fervants are,’ in-fomiher,
from 11. 158, to 21 108. Sterling, and, ia “ winter, rod 1 1.
§s. to 1l 158, Sterling.” Day-labovres réceivé fom 1 s.
2d. to 1s. 6d. without victuals ; and carpenters, mafons,
tailors, and weavers, "have lately increafed hieir wages  about.
one third.

Popudation.—The nomber-of inhabitants-ja this parith has
varied dt different times, but has greatly decreafed of late, as
will appear from ml‘pcﬂmg the following' table 3 although
there is a fimall intreafc upon the whole, wnhm thefe 40 years.

STATISTICAL- Tn;.x or 'rm; Pnun OF Enusrowm

)

Number of fouls, in 1755, as rcturgcd toDr ' ~
Webfter - - -, 659 ...

“

Ditto in 1775 - - = .. 810 Increafe. . 131

Dxtto m 1793 - -, - 7_x§ Decreafe 100

Total Incréafe’in’y8 years 3t
AGEs AND SExEs Males. F:mle:._ Total.
Perfons under 3o yearsof age 57 74 . 13t
o between 10 and 20 84 62 146
e —— 20 20d 30 “s4 69 123
NS 30 and 40 ‘46 39 8s
e e 40 30 50 36 28 64
——————— LR L) 38 26 ot
s e 60 20 70 32 27 59
e e 40 and 80 25 12 37
et ey 80 and 9O 2 2 4

Inal 37t 339 ° 710
ReLrz-

et
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RiLicion, HERITORS, &)

Number of Seceders, of all denominaticas 90
»— Members of the Eftablithed Church 620
e Proptictors - - - 13
———— Téoants » - - - 23

Inhabitants in the village .- 180
~————— Penfioners on the roll, from 8 to 10
= Pulilic houfe - . » 1

4 STock.

Number of fheep .~ . = - 8400

Black cattle - - ~ 620
b Horfes - - - « 193

deme Ploughs, Scotch and Englith o 48

Lanps aND RENTS. _ )
Number of acres in the parith - = =~ -21,250

———— ditto annually' under crops - 1,400
Valued rent in Scotch money L. 3928 13
Real ditto in Sterling - - - 2550 o
Of this fum, 12 farmers pay - 1300 0O
o Two pay about - -~ 250. Q
w——— Other two —— - 200 0
e Other two — = - 150 o
And five who have familiespay - 650 o
Lowett yearly rent of any farm - 20 o

Q

Highett ditto - - - 250

VoL XVIL Aa

00 000000 O

A
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Extrall from the Regifier of Marriagen, Mty'i!. and Barial, .of
the Parift of Edlftown, from A Jan. 1743, 10 1 Jona 1793

Baptifms. § Burials. Total of
Entriet made Mar. - i e —
. . Mlki! Fem.]|ales| Fem§ Mar. ( Bapt Bar,
withia the year 1742 | 1iff° Bl 14 1
w1743 | of 68| 11} o &
i i 1944, S 13
—— 17451 & 8 st 15 mn
—— 1746 of 5 BI 14 1
—_— 1747 nél 71 131 11] 13
———— 1749 77 1) 4
et §%] 5O 71 13 8¢ o 1
——751 | 10} 190 19 .2
Total from 1 Jan.’ . i - ,
1943, to 1ft Jan..! 8s 04 l‘bg' ioi 1bo| 83| 183] 201
1752 my ' -
within the year 1752 | . g 13, gl §
. 1753 1 1 & u ]
—— 1754 | 10 19} 14 1
1755 1l gl up 2 3§
———1756 | 4 1c| 1] 13 24 y
——i757 ] 12 13 .
. e s 1758 18] 1 .
——— 1759 9 1 131 . 1§ !
S —— e 1760 6 131 13} 1]
e e 176 ¥ 4 9 3 3
Total from it Jan. |ememfe—— o
1752, to it Jan. | 8of 113 88| 111 ull 8qf 201} 223
1762 1 -
within the year Y762 3] 11 144 6 s
— e 1763 5 9 1 ]
—— 1764 | BF 9 713 . 1
—— e 176§ 8 10 1 15
— e 1766 7t 14 4§ 8
———767| 8 o 4} 9 13
—— 1768 | 3 4l 14 1
L7 e———— 1769 4] 14 &
—— 1770 6 4 ¢ 10
——— 1771 of 10| . of 13 8
Total from 1ft Jan. | — -
1762, to 1t jan. 68I 941 871 91| 99 68J 181} 191
RTL , s
Carried over 233l 5711 615

>
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Extro} from the Rogifies of Marriages, Baptifms, and Burial:, of
the Rarifp of Bdleflows, fromi \Q Fan. 1743, to W} Fan. 1791,

s ey < || Beptifmoss | Burials. Total of
Enttis made | Mar fe —
: . ' ‘Vhluil’m Malkg. Fem.|| Mar,| Bapt] Bur.

Brought forward ," 233 57| 61
withh!hgeyearlnz sl 4 3 51 5
. ———1773 1. 12

— 1774 10/, 19

— 1775 /R

e 1776 4 7

17717, 13

—— 1778 4 3

+———‘—~— 79’ |‘°

r—.——-—i‘i!o"' 1

" = 1781 o ) 1

Totai from 1t Jan, [—f—lemer) ol | | T
1773, tb 1ft Jan. | 64f ) 89 84 66 162 173
1782 SR e :

within the year 1782 ) 1] 1 i - .
—— 78y | i 1z} N g .
—m e 1784 ¥ 8"
—— 1786 i | i 8 6l

— 1787 10 4f | 2
O----'----'—-l788‘L 5 8
—— 1789 LI R K 97
= 1790 [; 4

1791 ‘ .

Total from 1&.]‘731. o ’

1782, 10 1 Jan. 5tl 86‘ 73' 78| 65] 51| 159 143
1792

Total number of entries for soyears - - || 350 892 931
The aumber of thofe buried here, who were not inhabitants

of the parifh, from 1t Jan. 1772,t0 ;& Jan, 17832, is 51}‘ o
And from 1ft Jan. 1782, t0 ditto 1792 - - 46§ ° 3}

Which make in all, during the laft 20.years . - 10341‘

—

Caufes
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. Gaufes ‘of. Depopuyiation.~—The dbove extralt cannotafcortaint
the number of marriages which have altually talpes place
within the parifh, as proclamation of banns is made when
enly one of the parties refides in it; but the regifter of bap-
tifms applies- flriétly. ta the flate -of the parith, from which -
it'appears, that its population has decreafed gradually fince
the year 1762, which may be'accounted for from the followe
ing caufes : Firft, 14 cottages, formarly occupied by married
fervants, have been allowed to fall into difrepair, 2dy,
Twelve of the farmers are batchelors. 3d)y, Two of thefewho
svednarried have no children. 423y, Other two do not réfide,
sthly, Two are widowers.  .Gthly, Of the 13 heritors, 8 ase
now-refident, in which number are insluded ali the greasiand-
heldess ; and,- laftly, of the remaining; g who ere refidents,
sply-onc is.marricd, whofe landed: property does not excepd
371, Sterling per. annwen. - It is, therefore prefumable, that
Yeme of the above caufes of the depopulation of this parifh
may not be permanent ; and that, at. fome futute period, it
yay be reftored nearly to-the popigation of the year-17y5.

Horfes and Black Cattle.—All the above mentioned ftock of -
horfes, black cattle,and fhxep, are reared within the parith.
“The horfes are of the fame breed with thofe ufed for draught
all over the fouth of Scotland, A few horfes ane occafio-
anally bred for fale, and bring .from ro to 20-guineas, accor-
ding to sheir age or figure, . Many black cattle are fold ar-
aually, fpme in milk, - and fome Jean to graziers and feeders ;
hut more generally, fince the introduction of turnip. hufban-
gy they are fold fat to the butcher in February and March.
Many of them are fold at the fair, which is held annually for
that purpole, on the 25th of September. The average
we‘ghx of cows bred kerg, is 30 fione, and of full aged bul-
v locks,
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Yoeks, 40 Me;vbut fome of both kmdc eolﬂdemb!y oteeed
othefe wugbu. . '
»&bd, anlWad-—TheMep mallof{hc’l‘mddah
baéﬁ. “The ftore-mafters fell their draught ewes with lamb
§n April, at from -10L to 11l Sterling per fcore. - Fat
jambs are fold from'the 1ft of July to the 25th of Septems
ber, and bring, st an-average, 61. the foore.. Wedder amd
ewe hogs are fold in June, the former-from 81. t0 10k ¢h?
fcore,'and the latterfrom €1'to 8L per ditto; but-the belR
of ghe ewe hogs. arc referved as Rock. Ewes, which. have
awnt had lambs, ave {0kd1to the butcher in Joly and Auvgufy
‘at-from 11s. to 13's. each} and vid ewes, which have nwra
$éd lambs, bring fram '91. to 101, the fcore, in Novembet
and De¢ember,  Ths ye/l ewes weigh, at an average, 10 libs
Dutchy per quartéry and the old ewes 8 lib. per ditto, and
eurry from 3 libi ta ¢ 1id\ tron of tallew. The fhecp are all
fmepred: with- tar utid batter fn Noverhber, They are thort
in ]nne and July'; und thé:woel isfold from gs.to 7s. 'per
ftone tron, accordmg to its quality and cleannefs.

-Cbamb, School, and Poor.—~The church is fuppofed to be
abowe 200 years old. Some of the feats in it bear date
160e. The money ftipend, inclading 100 merks for come
. munion clements, is 661. 133 4d. Sterling, with' 53 bolls
1 firlot 1 peck 2 lippies of meal, and 21 bolls 1 firlot 1 peck
and 2 lippies of bear. Lord Elibank is patron.—The fchool
mafter’s falary is 8 1. 6s. 8d. Sterling, befides 163, 8d. us
feﬂion-clerk and 11 6s. 8d. Sterling, as colle@or of the
poor’s rate, which was cftablifhed here in 1752.—The annuat
affeflment on the heritors and tenants, by equal proportions,
for 20 years paft, has been only 1. Sterling. The heritors '
and the minifter have a meeting on the ﬁr& Monday of May,

and
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- pnd snother on the frft Monday of November anamlly, for

fixing the quantum of the poor’s rates, admittipg penfioners,
and granting them annuities, according to their neceffities,
There have beenr na beggars in the parith finge the ogallith-
‘ment of 3 poor’s rate. The penfioners on the heritor’s it
wre all houfe-holders, and receive from 2L to 3L Sterling
por annvm. They haye a fund of 3251, Sterling at interef,
which is anpually increafing ; and it is probable, that, a fewr
wyears hence, it will not be nsceflary to contipus the parochial
affefiment. The one half of the weekly colleftions in the
church, after paying the falaries of the fefion-clerk and kirk
oﬁca.napptopmtedtothcfupplydthepoorvhomm

Ma‘ Mddnt;m.—'l"hn inkabitants of this pan&
(uugewauy oeconomical, indufirious, and regular in their
a;tegdanee on the ordinances of religiop~~There are na_ree
uz\m of antiquity in the parifh, excepting the veftiges of

tvq girgular enampmenu, wlgq-ly called riggs,:

NUM-
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(NHE name of the panﬂn is BLun-Gownm, fo qch
: ffom the vnﬂage nebr which the church ftands. In
oid ba{ien it 1s formetintes wiitten Bimr-szowm. V g :{‘
etymé'ﬁzgm and mteryretatnons of it have been f ‘_
Li¢ many other names of plices ih the parih, it is P“’B‘blta :
Gaclic. 1In'that langoage Bloar is £ to be deferiptive of a
place where muir and mofs abound. Thus Ardblair is the
height in the muir or mofs. The muir of Blair-Gowrie, ae
bounding with mofs, is in the near neighbourhood of the vil-
lage. ¥he Waltown of Biair, the Lockend of Blair, Listls
Blair, and Ardblair, are names of places on the borders of the
muir.

Extent, Situation, Surface, Soil, &'c.~The extent of it is
confiderable, being about 11 Englith miles long from S. to
N. and in fome places not lefs than 8 miles broad ; but, (as
may be feen from Mr Stobie’s map of Perththire), the figure
is irregular, being frequently igterfefted by the parithes of
Kinloch, Bendochy, and Rattray. The conneéted part of it

is
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is only about 9 miles long, and from one to two miles broad
The parith is diviSled into two diftricts by a branch of the
Grampian moustains, which is the northern boundary of
this part of the.besstiful valley of Strathmore. The fou-
thern diftri®, which lies in the ﬁnth, is about 4 miles lohrg,
and from one to two miles broad. In general it is flat. The
snorthern diftrict, which includes the detached parts of the
paridh, is high ground, very uneven in the furface. The 2

rable land in it is in gcnenl floping, lnd, in many places,
very fieep.  The hills are moftly covered with heath. Some
of them may be about Goo feet above the level of the féa.
The foil in both diftricts, as may be fuppofed, is various. A- -
long the fide of the Illa, it is & deep-rick loam, free from
fiones. Immediately north from ¢his, i€ 10°s M loam upon
a6l bottom, wet and fpoyty.: - This ‘Ut is & previiling fbil
in-the parith, and alfo a light dry earth fult of ftones, on a
gravel bottom. In many pleces there is a thin ftratam‘of a
Aight black eirth, cither' upon gravel o cold till. * Thete are
confidetable tralls of hill, muir "and mofs, and more thah
1000 acres are covered with wood. ~Nut above a thxrd pm
of thic parifh confifts of arable gtound.

Climote and Difeafes—The cliimte varies in different parts
of the parifh, It is often mjld and temperate in' the fot-
thern diftri&, while it is (harp and cold in the nortbern. A
remarkable difference is felt, on leaving the former to go to
the latter. In both, however, the air en the whols is very
falubrious, and the inhabitants are nat fubje® to any pecu-
liar diftempers. Formerly, indeed; the lower part of the pa-
rifh was much diftrefled with the ague, but fince fome of the
lakes have been drained, that difeafe has totally difappeared.
The rheumatifm is the moft common diforder, particularly

" among the poorer clafs of the people, when well advanced
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i life. . Inpculation for the fmall-pox is now a good deal
pradifed, and is almoft always fuccefsful in. preventing the
fata] effells of that difeafe. There are no inflances of extra-
ordinary Jongevity in the parifh at prefent, yet there are many
perfons living apd vigorous, whe aro above §o,and fome above
80... There is only one perfon above go. It may be .here
megtioned, that the lady of a confidarable:propricvr . ia the
parith died, not lopg ago, who faw.in her: omn hauig cighty~ .
fopr rctnrnsof Chriftmas, , The manfion-houfe is ehfe ade
joining to fevq'al lakegy .. .o - Coow sl
Kol AN ]

me Cafender, .Fﬂl,,-ﬁgrdf,dcm ts’f.—m%@u
"wathes the pavthernipactiofathis parifh, is thempt confidetis
,able of our rivers.. I has be’n frequently mentioped e dovmer
reports. .As its.bunks.aneslow in‘shis paridh, it eften-fl:ddenly
overflows thang and oceeafions.confiderable lofs and difdppelap-
ment to the hufhandmae, . This was remarkubly the aife’ ja
harye®t 1389—The.next. in fize:is the Bricksy which, fom
its rapidity, has aequired the sppeliation of <the drafiu/ Erichs.
It is formed by the junfhign-of the Ardle and. the Bladi-

Water. It runs along the eaft fide of the parifii . for. about .
9 miles .. #ts channel in general is very rocky snd uneven,
and it often varies in its dopth and breadth, The: banks ia .
many places are. {0 low; tisat it frequently overflows tifem,
and does confiderable demagey efpecially int harvefti <Fd othef
parts they rifc to a grest béight, are very rugged, ahtl ofied
covered with wood, About two miles north from the viTtigd .
of Blair-Gowrie, they rife at-}eaft: 200 feet above the bed ‘of
the river ; and on the weft fide are formed, for about 7cd
fect in length, and 220 feet in helght, of perpendicular rock,
as fmooth as if formed by the tool of the workman. The
place where this phenomenon is'to be feen fs called Craig-
liach, where the traveller may be furntthed with one of the
Vor. XVIL Bb - moft.
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moft romantic fcenes in North Britain. Here hawks nefile,
and their young ones have been frequently carried away by
falconers from different parts of the kingdom. Here, alfo,
the patural philofopher and botanift may find ample amufe-
ment, Two milewfarther down this river is the Keirh, a na«
" tural cafcade, confiderably improved by art. It is fo con-
ftruted that the falmon, which repair in great nambers to i,
cannot get over it, unlefs when the river .is very much fwel-
Jed. The manner of fithing here is probably peculiar to this
place. The fithers during the day dig confiderable quantie
ties of clay, and wheel it to the river fide immediately above
the fall. About fun-{et the clay is tyrned  into mortar, and
Rurked into the water.. The fitbers thea ply their nets at
different {tations below, while the .water continges muddy.
This is repeated, two or threc times in the fpace of a few
hours, It is a kind of pot net, faftgned to a lang. pole, that
is ufed here.  The river is very narrow, confined by recks
compofed of fand and fmall fiones. The. fcenery,. efpecially
en the weft fide, is very romantic and beautiful. Many gen-
tlemen from all quarters repair to this river for amufement.
From the Keith for.about two miles dqwn the river, theve is
the beft rod fithing to be found in-Scotland, efpacially. for fa)-
mon., The fithing continues.from the. beginning of April
to the 26th of Auguft, The fithing with the pot ngt is con-
£ined, to-a fmall part of the river, mear, the Keith. . When the
water is, yery {mall, which is ofien the <afe in fammer,, the
fifh are caught in great numbers, in the different poalks, with,
a common pet *.  They are neither {o large nor fo rich as
thofe of the Tay. The fithing on 'this fide of the river was
long -
% Formetly the fifh were almoft all bonght up for the Lon-
don market, at 6d. the Jib. till Whitfunday, and at 4 d. during

the reft of the feafon. Laft year they were moftly fold in the
neighbourhood.
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" Jong let at 100 merks; it now gives 301. Sterling. Plenty
of trouts are found in the Ericht. The Ardle alfo wathes
this parith for a thort way on the north, - Sometimes falmon
are caught in it, and it sbounds with trouts, Like the ifla
and the Ericht, it frequently overflows its banks, There aro
two burns, or rivulets, remarkable only for their excellent
trouts, and for driving fome corn and lint mills.

Lakes, Iflands, & 'c—The parith abounds with lakes of
different fives. - Till lately there were more, but fome have
been drained, and now fupply the neighbourhood with peats
m0d marl ®. In the hkes which ftill remain, great quantitics
of pikes and perches are ‘caught, partly with the rod, and
partly with nets. ‘They are much frequented by wild fowls
of different kinds, ' In the middle of onc of them are the
remains of an old building on a fnall ifland in it, in which
tradition fays treafures were concealed in perilous times. A
diftrit in this county is faid to have acquired the appella-
tion of Storemount from this circumftance. Curling-is an
excrife at which the inhabitants of this diftri&t excel.

Minerals and Mingral Springs.—There is no lime-ftone jn
the parifh, neither is it well fupplied with free-fione, though
there are two quarries of this kind. Some whin-ftone-qua-
ries have been wrought, and muir-ftone is found in great
plenty. There is one chalybeate’ fpring in the Cloves of
Mawes, which was formerly much reforted to by perfons in
its neighbourhood. It has been ufed, it is faid, with foccefs
in fcorbutic diforders. There are appeatances of feveral

: more

* In digging marl out of one of thefe, the fkeleton of a large
animal was uncovered, at leak 12 feet below the furface. The
horas refymble thofe of a deer, and arc of a very large fize,
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more fprings of the fame kind in different places §f The'gé
rihe | C

" Weods.—There are two oak woods in the parith j onesr-
long the weftern bank of the Ericht, which is naw cutting.
This cutting fold at 3201 There is a fmaller wood of the
fame kind on the property of Ardblair, and there are feveral
birch woods in the hedd of the parith, There are only a
few afh, clm, angd planc trees *. There are at leaft goo-
acres planted partly with larch, and partly with firs. It is to
be regretted, that fimilar plantations have not been made, on
the moorith grounds in the porthern diftrict. - There ate’
vaft trafts of muir, which turn to little account in their pres’
fent ftate. Shelter is much nceded where they abound.
The mefes, the greateft fources of fuel, are nearly exhaufts’
cd, and every year become imore ;diﬂicu[t': of accefs. Coal is
at a very confiderable diftance, and there i8 no water cate
riage, - ) o

Population.~No dependence can be had on the ‘parilh 1<
gifter, for the number or proportion of births and burials
“This may in fome meafure be accounted for, from the great
influx of emigrants from other parithes, cfpecially from the
Highlands, who fettle heré as fervants, &ec. By comparing
the report made to Dr Webfter, however, with the refult of
gh accurate enymeration made in O&ober, November, and
' December 1793, we are ¢nabled to fate the exa&t Increife,
which is but fmall in proportion to the influx of firangers

within thefe 40 years.
StaTis-

"#'Tn the year 1974, the muir.of. Blair-Gowrie, then a-com-
mon of §00 acres, was divided, and wof of it, in 1775, Was
planted with Scotch firs ; the reft of it has heen adflally‘ plan-
ted fince that time, pastly with larch, and pangy with Scotch

firs.
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Sru'm'ncu. TABLE OF THE' ansn oF BL4rz-Gowrig.

Families, Males. Fem. Souls.
Refident in the country 261 containing 590 636 1226
—— mthevﬂkge 133 = 183 242 42§
S—— . —— SupmGped ————h
Toall . 393 773 878 1651
3 okemmpn

' - Majority of females 10§ '
Number of fovls in 1755 - - !59@

. Increafe

Corwrr:ous AND Prorxssions,

Proprictors « . e 22
Clergymao - - [
Syrgeon - .= 3

Weavers . - = 100
Tailors - . = - %0
Carpepters = - 14

Wheel wrights =~ = ' 3
Cooper - = = 1
Shos-makers R - 8
Shop-keepers -~ 18
- Smiths  -- - 7

. ReL1GI0Us PERsuasions, BraTas, &c.

Mﬂnbn‘a of the F.Rabhﬁxed

"Mafons - ' e .13
Flax-dreflers - 8
Lint-millers - - 7
7
’:

Corn ditto ~ <~ -
D’cr - - ' .
Cameu to Perth and Duu.-

dee: - -« -2
Butchers - - .
Baker - - - 1
Ale and fpirit fellers - ..

‘Romant Catholics -« 2

Ghurch - . -, 1507 Annual average of births
‘Pxﬂ)ykaOqulief 30 " for jyearspaft... « g6
Antiburgher Seceders 100 Ditto of deaths for ditto. 27
Epifcopalians - BT el

STock, RENT, &¢.
Ploughs - « 111 Sheep "~ = - = 1220
Pairs of cart wheels ~ 233 Valued rent in Scotch
Horfes - * - 311 - mionsy L;slg 14 o".
‘Black Cattle .o .~ 1269’

Mamfaﬂam f)
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MansfaBlures, Mills, t8'c.—~The principal branches of me-
nufa&ture carried om in the parifh are fpinning and weaving.
The women fpin with both hands.—Befides the flax raifed
in the parith, confiderable quantities of forcigu flax are fpun;
and the yara is either wove in the parith and neighbourhood,
er fent o Dundee, Confiderable quantities ¢f houfehold
cloth are wove here, and about 50,000 yards of yard-wides,
part of which is bleached in the neighbouring parith of Rat-
tray but a greater proportion is fold in the village of Blair-
Govwrie, and fent green to London. There are 7 meal mills,
2 lint mills, and 1 fulling mill in the parith. The rate of
awmlture paid at the meal mills, is, in general, about a twelfthi

part of what is ground.

* Cattle.—A good number of horfes are reared in the parifhy;
They are of very different fizes and value. A confiderable
proportion of them are very gobd draught horfes, but a &ilt

. greater proportion are fmall-and ill kept. The former kind
are worth from 151. to 251, each ; the latter, from 81l to
121, Many black cattle are alfo reared in the parith. Thofe
in the northern diftri® arc vety fmall,-but they are confi-
derably larger in the other. Great numbers are fold out of
the parith, when 3 or 4 years old, particularly of the fiots.
The ftock of fheep is much diminithed: They are moftly

| of the white-faced kind, of a very fmall fize, and are fold at
from Gs, to 9s. a-picce. Their wool fells at about 14 3. per
ftone. From 8 to 10 fleeces go to a ftone. Too little atten-
tion is paid to this valuable animal in this parifh.

Prices of Provifions and Labour.—A boll of oat meal, weighs-
ing 8 ftones, fells, at an average, at from 14s. 8d. to 16s.3
a boll of wheat at 20s.; barley at 15s.; oats at 13s.; and
peafe at 135, 4d.  Beef, mutton, and pork, are fold at from

3d.
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3d, to 44, per b Dutch weight. Little good veal is fold
in-the parith. A hen fells at from 10d. to 1. a chicken
at 4d.; eggs at 3 d. per dezen; butm-fmnsd.topd.per
lib. ;- and - cheefe according to its quality and age. A daye
Yabourer receives, during three months in the year, 6d. per
day;.and-8 d. during the other months, with his maintenance.
Mafons and wrights, when they furnifh their own provifions, *
receive 18, 8d. A goed plough-man »ccoives from §1. to
10l ; 8 maid-fervant gl with the crop of 2 lippies of linps
feed fown in her mafter’s gronnd, or an cquivalent for it, if
he be not a farmer.

Ecclefiafical State, Schools, &re~The fipead, as fixed by 2
decreet of the Court of Teinds, in 1791, is 5 chalders of
grain, two thirds meal and onc third, bear, with 491 Stes-
ling of money, and 51, for communion clements. The
glebe contains g acres, of which 43 are good foil ; the other
§, lately obrained in licu of grafs ground, are of an inferior
~ quality, and st a confiderable diftance from the masfe. The

'right of patronage is vefted in Colonct Allan Macphsrfon of
‘Blair-Gowrie, and Colonel. William Lindfay of Spynie, in
‘confequence of his marriage with one of the co-heirefits of
Ardblair—The church flands on high ground, about 200
yards north from the village of Blair-Gowrie, having 2 deep
den, planted with different kinds of trees, immediately be-
hind it. It was built in 1769, and is a plain fubftantial edi~
fice, at prefent in good repair, but cold in winter. It would
be much improved with being ceiled, and having porches at
the doors, which are in the ends of it. The manfe and 2
fet of offices were built in 1771 ; bat the offices were fo ill
exccuted, that, after the prefent incumbent was fettled, it was
found more expedient to rebaild than repair the greater part
of them, which was accordingly done. Both manfe and

offices

r
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offices are now in good order, as are alfo the fchool and
fchool-houfe. . There is one eftablithed fchool in the parith,
in which reading Englifh, writing, arithmetic, book-keeping,
and fome branches of mathematics are taught. From 30
5o fcholars attend, according to the feafon of the year. The
prefent teacher, who has long taught fuccefsfully, lately ob-
taiped a finall augmentation of falary ; but even with this
addition, it is only 200 merks. The fechool fees are, per
qusrter, 18, for reading Englifh 3. 1 s, 6d. for writing, arith~
metic, and Latin, The. whole emoluments, exclufive of a
free houfe, do not exceed 22 1. a year, a reward by no means
adequate to the abilities and application of fo important an offive.
There is one charity. fchool. occafionally tsaght in the head
of .the parith. In the winter feafon, there are two or three
-private fchools kept up by the tenants, in corners remote
fram the parochial fchool. - .

LPoor.—There are no begging poor belonging to the parith.
‘For many years paft, the average number on the poor’s roll has
"been 14. The heritors and kisk-feffion meet twice a year tofet-
tle the roll. | From 23. to g 5. are given to each monthly, accon-
ding to their refpeltive circumftances. They alfo receive occafi-
onal donations, efpecially in winter. Occaional charities are
likewife given to individuals, and families not on the roll,
which. is attended with gooed effets, and often prevents them
from coming oa it. The fund for the fupport of the poor
arifes from the intereft of 2 fmall ftock, from the collettions at
.the church doors, from the dues of the mort-cloths, and from
.the rent of the feats in the galleries of the church, amount-
ing-in all to about 351. Sterling. The fum expended has
not varied very much for thefe 16 years paft, except in 1783,
when it was much greater, than in any other year of the pe-
riod mentioned. The members of the kirk-feflion are very
. ' - carcful
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gareful in guarding, on the one hand, againft fibpohitich: and,
ot the dther; that mo ncteffitotis perfon be neglefted®,
Though there are no,begging poor belonging to the ﬁar;iﬂ:,
y¢t the perithioners are much opprefled with beggars and va-
grants from othier diftricts, many of whom are very worthe

Village and Markeis, &'z.—~The village of Blair- Gowrle is
pleafantly fituated on the sorth fide 6f Strathmbke, slmoft clofe
upon the river Ericlit, It was thade a borough of barony, by
a charter from Qbarles L. in 1634, The whole of it be- -
larigs, in propesty.or fuperiarity, to Colonel Allan M¢Pher-
fun, wh is proprietor-afiadout a-fousth part of the parilh.
The fituatian of the'villme's very healthy, aud iv is well
fupplied with waser.~~Thercare 3 fairs held in it danusllg,
and fome attempts have been made to have a weekly hdtket.
in it, but with little fuccefs. The village is well fupplied

- with bugeher meat and athep articles. It has increafed very
much withio thefe few years. . As it i¢ fituated on a military
10ad, any of the inhabitanti shey cetail ate and {pirits, on pey-
igg 5 5. aumyally. There areno Jefs.than 19 dram-thops in
ity which muft be attended with bad confequences to thie mo-
tals d.thc people .

. :

,Blmcb ffdd, Clath, Stanp-ﬂn, &ea-There is 2 b!each-ﬁ:ld
in, the parilh of Rateray, dbout @ mile from Blair.Gowrie.
The.cloth is whitened as it h fent from different quatters. A-

Ve, XVIL .Ce boue

“* Ih 1782, the harveft was late, and the ctop was much inju-
ré¢d.  In 1583, the meal was ftarce and high.priced. The kirk-
feflion employed the poot’s ftock in purchafing meal at a diftance,
which was fold at prime coft. A fmall proportion of the barley
meal, voted by Parliament for the relief of thie Highlands, was
fent to this parifh. Many of the heritors ptovxded goed feed
corn for their tenants, where it was neceflary.
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bout §0,000 may. be the average number of yards amnunally
woye in the parith. The cloth fells at about 83 d. per yard.
Confiderable quantities of houfehold cloth, and fome Heffian
ftoffs are alfo wove in the diftrit.—There was formerly a
ftarop-office for ftamping cloth in the vjllage. This was difcon-
tinued for fome years, but was again eftablithed in 1985. The
following abftract was taken from the books, containing the
tumber of yards ftamped for the laft 8 years; and refers not
only to the cloth wove in the parith of Blair-Gowrie, but al.
fo to what comes from the neighbouring parifhes, as well as
to what is whitened at the bleach-field.

Anno, Num. of Yords, Anno. Num, of Yards.
1785 —_ 175197 Browght over 492,702
1786 -— §0,380 1790 — 100,682
1787 -— 128,550 1791 — 220,371L -
1488 —_ 130,602 1792 —_ 252485
1789 - 165,364 ‘

Total 1,155,640
Carried over 492,102 155

State of Property, Inclofures, &re~There are 22 heritors,
and a great many feuers in the village of Blair-Gowrie. Only
one of the greater heritors refides in the parith. Many of
them are pofieficd of confiderable eftates in other parifhes.
Moft of the fmaller proprictors refide upon, and farm part of
their own property. Thereal rent cannot, therefore, be cafily
afcertained. Good greund, in farms, gives from 1§ s. to ar s.
and fome of it jJos. per acre. The land around the village
Jetsat from 30s. t0 43 5. The number of acres in the parith
is not known, as part of it has not been meafured. Some
progrefs has been made in inclofing, within thefe 6 years, but
Jtill at Jeaft three fourths of the parith lie open, and very
few farms have been fubdivided. The inglofures are either

ftone
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"ftone dykes, or hedge and ditch. Probably fufficient atten-
tion is not paid to this laft kind of fence; the young thorns
fhould be more cherifhed and better defended, in order to
fecure good fences. Oné property in the northern diftrict is
almoft completely inclofed and fubdivided, and lets, from
year to year, confiderably higher for pafture than it would
‘do upon an ordinary leafe for tillage. About 4 years ago,
‘above a fourth part of the parith was fold at 36 years pur-
“chafd, and is likely to turn out a good bargam. The rent of
land continues to rife in this parifh.

Agriculture, Produce, &fc—~The ploughs are of the Scotch
make, confiderably improved. Within thefe 12years, there has
been a very confiderable alteration in the mode of plowing,
In general the plough is now drawn by two horfes, and driven
by the man who holds it. In. breaking up old ley, or in
Biving the firft plowing to fHiff ground, 3 horfes are fome-

- times yoked; and, in one or two corners, the plough is drawn,
by 4 horfes yoked a-breaft, and driven by a man who holds
the horfes by the halters, and walks backwards. In general
the farmers in the northern diftrict are very induftrious 3 buc
they are only emerging out of the old method of culture,
The diftinttion of out-fie/d acd in field fill takes place in fome
degree. Turnips and fown grafs are only beginning to find
their way into this diftri®. The want of mclofurcs, and
winter berding, arc great obRacles to their progrefs, particu-
larly in thofe corners where fheep are kept. The tenantry
here Jabour under many difadvantagei. Mauch of their time
in fammer is confumned in procuring fuel ; they are far from
mavure 5 the grousd liés open, is full of baulks and farge
flones, and in Tome places it is very wet and fpouty, This
Laft circamftance, with the coldnefs of the climate, many
plcad as an apology, for not baving more of their farms in

fown
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_ fown grafs for fummer feeding and hay. They allow that

white clover and rye grafs fucceed with them, but complain
that the roots of the red claver are frequently thrown out in
fpring.  Inclofing, draining, and ¢learipg the ground of
ftones, are much wanted in this diftrié).—Che. crops raifed
in it are barley, oats, potatoes, a {mall proport;on of pealg,
turnips, fown grafs, and fome flax. Al the ﬂax raifed in the
parithis fpun in it ; and the rents of many of the fmaller farms
are moftly paid, with the money got for the yarn, {pun in the
winter manths, -

Improvements, Farm Rents, &'c.—Greater progrefs in im-
provement has been made in the fouthern diftrict, than in
the other, Here the new method of hufbandry is more ge-
nerally prallifed, and excelleat ¢rops are raifed of wheat,
peale, barley, oats, potatoes, turnips, grafs, and alfa fome
flax. But even here fufficient attention is not paid to a proper
rotation of cropping. The following rotatiops age molt nnie
verfally obferved. ‘Where wheat is raifed, the rotatjon is this
after grafs comes oats, then fummer fallowing s then wheat,
peafe, barley, oats with grafs feeds. 'The dung is given to
the wheat. In the divifion for peafc, potatoes’ and turnips
are raifed along with the peafe, and get a little dung, Some-
times the grafs is kept 2 or 3 years, but more frequently
dhly one year. On the farms whepe wheat is not fown, the
following rotation takes place; After 3 crops of grafs, the
ground is broken up for oats, of which one crap is taken.
The oats ave followed with turnips, potatoes, and peafe in
one divifien. Barley, with grafs fgeds, facceeds the green
crop, The dung is given to the green crop. In the divi-
fion for oats, a proportion of flax is fown, and not unfre-
quently a crop both of barley and oats is taken after the
grcen crop, and the grafs feeds in that cafe are fown with

. the
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the oats. ‘The farms in both diftrifts are of different’ fizes,
from 101, to 1301, Part of the parith is let in fmall poflef-
fiohs of a few acres to trades people, and this is one reafon
for the great number of ploughs and horfes; as ‘there ate
often a plough and two horfes, where the poffeffion docs
not exceed twelve acres. Where the farmetr does not
carry on his work with the affiftance of his children, it
is generally done by fervants who live in the family, except
in harveft, for which additional affiftance is fecured fome
. months before. Sometimes a houfe, kail-yard, and an acre
of land, are given to tradcs peoplc, who pay their rent by
afifting in harveft, and at turnip cleaning. Oats are fown
-from the middle of March to the middle of April; then
peafe and lint-feed. -Bear is fown in May, and turnips in
June., The harveft generally begins in the end of Auguft:
It is fomewhat later in the northern diftri@. The parith
more than fupplies itfelf with grain; confiderable quantmes '
of it, particularly of barley, are fold out of it.

* Roads and Bridges.—~The great road, from Coupar of Angus
to Fort George, pafles through this parith, It was made at
the expence of Government, and is kept in good repair by
the flatute labour of the country, with the occafional affift-
ance of military parties.. It is regretted, that a diffcrent di= °
reétion was not given it, after it reached Blair-Gowrie. Had
it been made to crofs the Fricht at Blair-Gowris, rm a-
long the caft fide of that-river, re-crofs it near -Craig-hall,
and keep lower down in its courfe through Mawes, the high
ground, over which it now pafles, would have been avoided,
and the traveller would have been faved many 2 long and
fteep afcent.. The great road from Dunkeld to Kirriemuir
alfo paffes through the parith, and cuts the military road at
right angles ; It is kept in tolerable repair, Thec crofs roads -
are many. Fill lately, the fatutc labour was exafied ig

kind;
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kind; it Is now commuted, at the rate of fromi 8s. to 1%'s,
for every plough-gate, or 1as. for every tool. Scotch of va-

.lued rent. There are no turnpikes. Befides many fmall
arches over {mall fireams, there are 4 bridges, two on the
wilitary road, one over the Black-Wateér, and one over the
Ericht. The two laft were buile by fubfcription.

Gentlemen's Seots.—-NEw TON-HOUSE;, oneec the feat of
the proprictors of the Barony of Blair-Gowrie, and lately
pofiefled by the prefent proprietor, is an old building, fome-
thing in the ftile of a caftle®. It ftands about the middle
of the fouth flope of the range of high ground, which bounds
Strathmore on the north, and has a moft commanding view,
not only of Strathmore, but alfo of part of different counties.
«—Abgut half a mile farther weft, lies the manfion-houfe of
the old family of the Blairs of Ardblair. That family were
long the proprietors of a moft extenfive property in the pae
rith, and are &ill poffefled of a fifth part of it. The manfien~
houfe feems evidently to have been furrounded with water
on three fides. The lake has been drained, aud a confitter-
able treafure of mofs and marl has been thus. difcovered.—
The proprictor of Blair-Gowric and Mawes lately biile-a
moft fubftantial and commodious houfe, with offices, about-a
guarter of a mile fouth from the village of Blair-Gowris; on
s beautiful flat mear the banks of the Ericht. When the
planting has got up, it will be a moft delightful habitatien. -

* Eminent Men—GrorcE DruumonD, Efq; who long
diftfoguithed himfclf as a public-fpirited magiftrate in Edig-
burgh, who was § or 6 times ¢letted Lord Provoft of that
o ‘. o - metro=-
* ® This boufe was rebuilt on the foundation of the old b'oinfc,'l
faid to be burnt down by Oliver Cromwell. ~ Many gentlemen
were miraculoufly faved in a vault of the old houfe, while it
was burnt down. ' T : .
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metropolis, and who had fo aitive a hand in promoting the

creltion of the Royal Infirmary, Royal Exchange, &ec. was
born in Newton-Houfe, in this parith.

Antiquities—There are the remains of feveral Druidical
temples in the parith. Immediately behind the manfe there
is a circular mound, or mote-hill, where, it is faid, Earl Gow-
ric held his regality courts. It confifis of firata of carth
and gravel, and is furrounded on the top with a dyke of the
fame materials. There arc fome large cairns ®, Befides
thefe, there are many fmaller tumuli running through the
parifh in different direCtions, from an encampment in the
asighbouring parith of Kinloch .

Difadvantages.—The time confumed in providing feed
<orn and turf, and in bringing coals from Perth and Dundee;
is 8 great bar to improvement. The diftance from thefe
towns js a great difadvantage. This will, in fome meafare,.
be removed by the propefed bridge over the Ifla, near its
junfion with the Tay, and the road leading from the bridge
to Perth, which will thorten the diftance from this pearith to
that town about 4 miles. The tenants are beginning to brihg
lime from Perth ; they will do it more eafily, when the road
is made and the bridge built. Converting into money the
fervices performed by the tenaats, inclofing and fubdividing
their farms, and making plantations of larches and Scotch

: ﬁn

® One of thefe was lately laid open, and 2 fmall ftone coﬂin
was found in the bottom of it.

+ An opinion is entertained by many gentlemen, chat the
battle between Agricola and Galgacus was fought in the Store.
mount, and that the Caledonians, when forced to give way, fled
in diforder. Many of them were killed in their ﬂgl ht through
this parith. This opinian feems well founded, and is probably
well fupported, by thofe who are more concerned to defend ite
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firs in the hilly and moorith grounds, would ‘doubtlefs tehd
arach to the cultivation and improvement of this country;

Charaller, {'c.—The inhabitants of this parith are, in ges

. neral, fober, induftrious, attentive to their refpeltive callings,

and exemplatily regular in their attendante on divine ordi-

nances. They are charitably difpofed, and feem contented

with their condition. They enjoy, in a reafonable degree,

the -benefits and comforts of fociety. Their houfes, drefs,
and nmanner of living, are confiderably improved.,

;.' ‘ ’ ! NUM-
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NUMBER XV.
PARISH OF CARDROSS,

(CouxTY aMD PRESBYTERY OF DUMBARTON—~—SYNOD
oF GLASGOW AND AYR.)

By the Rev. Mr ALEXaANDER M‘AvLay, Miniffer.

Situation, Extent, Rivers, Surface, and Soil.

§ARDROSS is wathed on the eaft border by the river Le-
C ven, and on the fouth by the Frith of Clyde. Its
length, from Dumbarton Bridge to its boundary with the pa-
rith of Row, is about 7 miles; its breadth, from the conflux
of the Leven and Clyde to its junction with the parith of
Bonhill, is 3 miles. The fituation of the parith is peculiarly
beautiful : The Clyde runs for 7 miles along its coaft, and,
being partly oppofite ta the flourithing towns of Port-Glaf-
gow and Greenock, it commands a profpect of the whole
thipping, that great fource of indufiry and wealth to the
weftern part of Scotland. The ground along the Frith has a
gradual afcent from the fhore, for upwards of two miles, till
it terminates in a ridge of hills, which feparate it from the
lands in the neighbourhood of Leven and Loch-Lomond. The
foil contiguous to the thore is of a light gravelly nature; bur,
at a fhort diftance, it contains a confiderable mixture of ¢lay.

The lands adjacent to the Leven partake foinething of the
nature of carfe,

Vor. XVII, bd Azriculture,
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Agricalture.—~Farming has not yet made that progrefs,
which, from the advantageous fiuation of the parith, might
have been expefted. It has, however, for thefe 10 years
paft, been making rapid advapces. In order to promote this,
the proprietors have contributed much. Befides their own
example, which feldom fails to produce in the end the beft
effels, they have inclofed almoft the whole- grounds, and
laid them out, in many places, in fuch divifions and fubdivis
fions, as are beft fuited to their refpeive farms. Farmers,
and, indeed, men of every defcription,  overcome with diffi-
culty prejudices which they have early imbibed. Thefe pre-
Jjudices operate as a fecond nature, and,. for a long time, bid
defiance to the foundeft arguments. It is a pradice in this
parith with mapy, of never beginning to plough till the roth-
day of March. However inviting, the feafon may be prior-to
this period, it matters nothing ; they adhere to the cuftorh.of
their fathers, To begin fooner, it is thought, would prdve
detrimental to the foil, and ipjurious to the emfuidg crop, -
This late plowing occafions a late feed-time, and of courfe a
late harveft, a circumftance which is, for the moft. part, ace
companied with many difadvantages. This prejuadice, how.
ever, is beginning gradually to lofe its influence, and in a

_thort time, it is hoped, it will be cffeCually removed,

Produce. —The common produce of the parifh is oats-and .
bear’; and, of late, where the foil i is of a ftronger quality, .
confiderable crops of wheat, peafe, and beans are raifed. Pow-
tatocs are every where cultivated. The farmers, within thefe
fc“% vears, have begun to fee the advantage of green crops ;

~2ccor§!mgly a number of fields are laid down in clover and
x'yc-'g’r:ifs; but the cultare of tm_-‘niAPs is only in its infancy.

Manure.
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Mavure~There is plenty of limé-foné on the lands of
Camis-Efkan, the property of the family of Colgrain : Large
quantities ave regulatly burnt, with which the neighbourhood
is fupplied. - The cxpence of burning is confiderable, as the
coal is divught by water from Glafgow, at the rate of be-
tween s, and 6's. the 12 ciwt. On the fhore there is a good
deal of ‘{ea ware driven in, during the winter and fpring,
which is carefolly collefted, and when laid upon lee ground

‘ proves an excellent manure. ‘Befides this, whichk is called
blowwn ware, large quantities ‘of it are cut every third year.

"Thisy sdheting'to the ftdnes atd- rocks within water-mark,
grows it three yedrs to a<orfiderdble length, and contains'a

gredter sburidance of thofe:falts ‘and juices which promote

vegetation.  As ‘Cardroft les oppofite to Port-Glafpow and

" Greendck, and a¢' the Frith'is only from 2 to 4 Iiles in
breadth; there is an eafy-atcefs by water to thefe towns. In

tonfequenice of this, it has become an objeét of great impér.

tance to the farmer w0’ Rnport from them fireet dung; and,

altheugh this is dorte at giéat éxpence, each fall cart, includ-

ing every charge; amounting at leaft to 2 %.''Sterling, yet the

fetushs amply compenfate the whole trouble and outlay.

' Draining, &'c.~Few of the farmers in'this parifh are pof-
fefled of a capital, fufficient for carrying on extenfive iin-

provements. They with difficulty ftock thiéir farms, which

arc rented in genéral from 201. to sol. Sterling. They ein-

brace the readicft methods in their powér, of raifihg articles

to pay their rents, and cannot afford to walt thofe diftant,

though fure returns, with which the improving farmer nyuft

“lay his account. Before this parifh can be improved; a large
capital muft be employed in draining. ‘The climate, like that

of every other parith near the mouth of the Clydc,,is wet.
In confequence of the heavy, and almoft inceflant rains,

which
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which fall in the harveft arid winter months, the lands are
for a long time drenched in water, and, of courfe, ‘tendered
much lefs valuable both to the proprictor and - tenant..- No-
-thing but draining can remove this'inconvenience, - and - faci-
-litate improvement; and as the proprictors are chicfly jate-
.refted in this, their exertions, it is hoped, will every day be
.more and more employed to promote {o important an end.

Cattle.~Formerly almoft- every farmer kept a few lhecp H

. but now, excepting on three farms, this practice is _entirely
_given over. Too little attention, in-general, is given to the
breed of milk cows. It is alfo a practice too much follpw-
ed, to overftock the ground ; in confequence of which, the
growth of the cows is injured, and the produce of the dairy
. diminifhed. The breed of horfes is greatly improved. . Their
,price, in the Glafgow market, is from 15 1. to 301. Sterling.

. Farm Houfes.—It muft afford great pleafure to the trayeller

_to obferve the neat farm houfes, which are interfperfed
_through this country. In this parith they are.cvery year in-
creafing in number, a circumftance which does.ma finall cre-
dit to the proprictors. Sir ArcHiIBALD EpMoxstoN of
Duntrcath, Bart. mcmbqrof Parliament for Dunbarten.fhire,
_in this, and, indeed, in every other parilh whete his exten.
_ﬁvg property lies, has furnifhed an example, which, it .ig-hop-
ed, will foon be generally followed. His tenants are ajl well
. lodged, and, comparatively fpeaking, clegantly. Inftead of
the old low-buult and coufived houfes, which their fathers in-
"habited, Sir Archlbald has gwcn them houfes and offices
_fuited to their refpedlive farms, upott a plan, which conveys
an idea of neatnefs and xmprovemcnt that is highly pleafing.

4

Woods



. Woads osd Fuedd—The natural wood is cetfiderable; it
swill bxing, at a cutting, betwixt 20001 and 3000 L. Sterling.
Befides this, there are nearly 200 acres planted with Scotch
s, larixes, 8cc. Thefe plantations are all fucceeding well, and
‘being laid out with judgment and tafte, give an appearance
‘ of improvement to the country, which cannot fail' to pleafe.

Cual is the principal fuel, 12 cwt. of which, brought by wa~
ter, cofts in the Cardrofs Bay, where it is unloaded, 5 s. Ster-
ling. Many of the farmers bring their coals from Kilpatrick,
and pay at the pit 2. per cart. Attempts have been made
to find coal in this pasith, but as yet they have proved une
fuccefsful. - . )

Rants, Praprictors, &c.—The valucd rent is j000l. Scotch.
1t is difficult to fay. what the real rent amquats to, as many
. of the proprictors zetsin confiderable farms in their own
hands. The value of land, however, muft be on the rife.
The great influx of firangers, in confequence of the manu-
faftures upon the Leven, ‘ogcafions an increafing demand for
. whatever the parith produces. Thus the farmers find a rea-
- 3y sad-conwenient market at home, 2 circumftance which
cannot fail to accelerate the improvement of the country, and
‘jpéveafethe real rent of the proprictors. In the neighbour-
Aivod of the Leven, many inclofures are let dpon feafes, for
‘betweem 2L, and 41, Sterling per acre. There are 13 herie
'+ tors,-3 of whom. poflcfs mare thap two thirds of the whiole.
Roads.—The two great roads through the parith, the one
leading to Loch-Lomond, the other running along the Clyde,
. -gre. kept in the beft poffible repair. To thefe the ‘ftatute
“laboug, pow, commuted, is annualfy applied. ‘Great praife,
however, cannot be beftowed on the crofs of parifh’ roads.

., But as the commiflioncrs muft be fenfible of the neceflity of
' crofs
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crofs roads for the improvement of the country, no éxertion
‘we are convinced, will be wanting on their part to promﬁ:
fo lnudable an end ' .

xPopuIatml -The populauon has of late gmﬁy increafed.
From a lift taken in-Novembher 1793, it appeats there were
mofewerthan =0 . - - ... 2194 fouls.
‘The rem:ntoDchbM,m 17;5,w;sogly 795 :

]

N Increa{e within ;hcfc 38 years 1399

Of the abbwe number there are
Children under 10 yearsofage - « « 614
Ditto above thatage - - = - 482

* Heads of families, including both hufbands and :

‘im . s, i Attt e 841
‘Hired fervints ~ « - e T G251
S e o id

2194

In'the vﬂlage pf Renton, about * '« ' = “'1200
Inthe reft of the parith ~“'- - <« "= 994

. . RIQ4. .
. Bicths *, Mamaxu
Regiftered in.x798 = 75 RRNVIEE { IR
in 1792.. . 6o .al

" Print-fields—The prinit-fields of ' Dalgiburn ¢ and Cordale
Are by far the moft confiderable and extenfive of any in Scot-
land.

L 03 is difficylt accurately to, lﬁ:emin nth'e -mnbet of chil-
dren that aze annunlly bern, as many, who are not of the efta.
blifbment,, pegled their regnﬂrmon. There is no ‘regi&er of .
‘deaths. , ', ‘ T :

+ The ground, now occupied by the former, was early in this.

ceatury f« apart chicfly for a bleach-ficld. A few coarfe hand-
kerchiefs,
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Jand. Meflrs Stirlings, who purchafed this field from the,

original “proprictors, are well known, At firft they had a

ficld at Datholm, in the ncighbourhood of Glafgow, where

thex carried an the bufinefs of printing to 2 ¢onfiderable ex-

tept.  Upwards of 20 years ago, they yemoved from that G
tuation to the river Leven im this parith. Te . this chey
mnight have been.led by a variety of circumétancess bus by
nothing more than by the foftnefs and tranfparency of the
water of the Leven, fo peculiarly fitted for the purpofe of
bleaching. A neck of land, in the form of a peninfula, dce
cafioned, it would appear, by. the river farfaking its former
channel, was the place marked out as the mofk proper to an~
fwer the end which they propafed. Accardipgly, ia 19724
a purchafe was made of this fpot, called Cordale, and upon
it houfes have been built, and machinery confiru@ed, w0 an
extent, and upon a plan, which mu&t have coft the cempany
an amazing fum.— At thefe fields, the property of this come
pany, there were employed, in fummer 31792,. 826 perfoms.
Of thefe 300 were girls {pincellers), and abgut 130 were
boys, from 8.to 15 years of age. It may be proper to ob-
ferve, that the boys are in general healthy, allive, and lively,
having nothing of that pale and fickly look, which too oken
marks thofe boys who arc employed in the eotton fpinning,
The wages far ofe month, July 1792, amdunted to within a
trifle of 100p1. Sterling. It would be to no purpafe to ens
ter here into a minute detail'; the Statiftical Account of the

_ parilk

kerchiefs, it is,true, were then printed ; but nothing fine or va-
luable in the printing line was caeried on, 'Sill £bout 20 years
ago, when it was purchafed by a company in Glafgow; under
the firm of M‘Alpine, Fleeming, and Co. Buildings were rail.
ed, and machinery conftru@ed, by this company, at great ex<’
pence; an extenlive capital was employed, and exery appeacanes:
promifed fuccefs. This flattering profpedl, however, -was foon
clouded. Difputes arifing among the partmers produced a fale

of the property, and a diffolution. of the:campany.
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parith of Bonhill, already publithed, contains all the necef-
fary information: To it the reader is referred *. Suffice it to
ebferve, that every divifion of labour takes place at thefe two
fields, which is known to facilitate the¢ work, and to cary
the art to a high degrec of perfetion. The goods manu-
foftured are faid to rival, in the London market, to which
sooft of them are fent, even thofe of the fineft quality that
gre the manafaurc of the firft print-ficlds in England.

Villages.—1In the year 1783, the hands employed at the
above ficlds had become fo numerous, that it was cxtremely
* difficult to accommodate them, in houfes and lodging in the
mcighbourhood. Mrs.SuoLLETT of Bonhill, whof€ lands
Jay moft coatiguous, readily embraced this opportunity of
mproving her family eftate, and of accommodating the pub-
lic. Accordingly, a village was planned by the advice, and
under the diretion of her fon, now her fuccefior. No fooner
was this plan adjufted, and the terms of building fixed upon,
which are from g d. to 14 d. the fall, upon transferable leafes
of gg years, than a great number of fieadings were purcha-
fed, and houfes immediately built. The firft fone was laid
in 1782, and the village was called Rentoun bj the feuers, in
compliment to the prefent Mrs Smollet, who had beea active
in encouraging an undertaking of fuch importance, both to
her family and to the public. Since the above period, the
village has rapidly increafed. It confifts of three principal
firects, which run in a direction from north to fouth, paral-
lel to one another. Thefe again are interfetted by a number
of other fireets, all laid off at regular diftances. The de-
mand for houfes, every where upon the Leven, has, within
thefe few years paft, been very great. In confequence of
this, befides the village of Rentoun, a3 number of houfes have

) ) been
® See volume LII. No, LXV,

»
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. e . ) ; 4
been built io this parith, op.ofite to Dumbarton, upon feus
from Mr Deaniflon of Colgrain; and.a viilage is juft now
begun upon the property of Mr Graham of G.rin.ore,

which, it 1s probable, when the prefent fiagnation of bufincfs

is over, will faft increale in populativn.

Diftillery, Mills, Ferries, {&'c.—There ig one diflillery,
which confumes of the praduce of the parifh about oo bulls
of bear and bariey. The number of public houtes, or ratier
whifky fhops, has of late been greatly dinupithed. The
Juttices have for this year given.licence to only two in the
village f Reitoun, to fell 1piries of honwe produce, 'There
are three corn mills, at two of which the n.ufture on the af-
gricted lands, is nearly n the proportion of one peck and an
Jalf the boll, contifling of 8 fioncs. This proves a grear dif-
couragement to improvement. Lhere are 4 different ferries, .
1wo of thede are of great anuiquity, as appears from the char-
ters of the proprictors. "Fhe prices of labour, vi€tuals, &e.
are nearly the fame as in Glafgow and its ncighbourhood.

Fifberies.—The Zair or Yair Fifbings, fo produ&ive in this
parith, feem to be almoft peculiar to it. A yare is built of
ftones gathered from the tive water-mark, about 4 feet in
height, and ot contiderabie length, and tiretches out into the
river in the form of a crefcent, or ot three tides-of a fquare;
but to give it a probability of fuccecding, 1t muft proceed
from a paint of land, fo «s tp inclufe a bay. ‘lhe diitance
which it js extenaed trom the (hore is fuch, as to make it
Aapprar, or'to crown, as the fithers term it, about two hours
before low water. Were it placed farther into the fea, or

:built higher, the furf would be continually beating it down.

In fpring tides, the water retiring quickly, great quantities

of fifh, particularly herrings, are occafionally taken within
Vor, XVIL Eec thefe
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thefe inclofures ; and falmon, in fmall quantitics, during the
fpring and fummer months. Along the Cardrofs fhore there
are many fuch inclofures, but thofe moft happily fituated are
the properties of Mr Denniftoun of Colgrain, and Mr Noble
of Noble-Farm. The rights to thefe yare fithings prove them
to be of very high antiquity, being granted by crown char-
ters above 500 years ago, and confirmed by all fubfequent
charters. By thefe, the proprietors of the foil have the right
of exercifing yare fithings upon the fhore to low water-mark.
Some of thefe rights extend as far as a man can ride beyond
low water, and from that throw a twelve-feet fpear. [his
extent of fhore, during the herring feafon, is attentively
guarded, that the fith which may entrap themfelves in
thefe yares, may neither be alarmed by, nor taken in the nets
of the boat-fithers.—It is remarked, from the carlieft ac-
counts of this kind of fithing, that the herrings vifit the
river Clyde, at nearly 3 equal periods in 100 years, each pe-
riod confifting of feveral years fithing, The mode of fecu-
ring what fith may be in the yares, is with a hand-pet. By
ancient cuftom, two thirds belong to the yare proprietor, and
one third to the fither, if a tenant upon the adjoining lands.
But when firangers are permitted to fith, they have only one
fourth part of their fuccels allowed them,

Church, &e.~The church of Cardrofs originally ftood in
the eaftern extremity of the parith, oppofite to Dumbarton,
and feparated from it by the river Leven. This fituation
muft have beea very inconvenient to the parith, and there-
fore, in 1643, a new church was built in the place where R
now ftands, the moft centrical, indeed, that could have been
chofen, and the moft convenient to the parith at large. The
church is a neat building, well lighted and well feated. It
underwent a complcte repau' in 177 5 and, by the care and

attcntxon



“of Cardryi. 319

sitention of the heritors, it is kept in the be@t pofible order,
The manfe was built about 6o years ago; fince that period
it has undergone frequent repairs. Upon the fucceffion of
.the prefent incumbent, in 1791, the heritors, with the great-
eft franknefs, laid out 2001, Sterling in repairing of the manfe
and offices. The crown is patron, and the minifter titular.
Cardrofs is one of the few parithes in Scotland, where the
right of titular is vefted in the incunmibent. From a late in-
veftigation, in afcertaining the right of patronage, it appears,
that it was neither a menial church, nor ever anncxed to any
teligious houfe, and therefore, as the Crown is patron, it
- continues at this day precifely in the fame ftatc as before the
Reformation  with this difference only, that there has been
a dilapidation of 11 bolls of meal. Befide the parith church,
there are other two houfes for public worthip; the one of
the Burgher perfuafion in the village of Rentoun; the other
‘of the Relief, lately built in the neighbourhood of Dumbar-
.ton. Thefe diffenters confit chiefly of people comnefted
with the printGelds. The farmers, in gencral, arc attached

to the eftablithment;

8chool —The fchoolmafter draws no falaty from the herie
tors. The emoluments of his office arife from his fchool,
which, at an average, may be frequented by 40 or 50 fcho-
"lars, and from a dosation of the family of Kilmahew. This
‘donation confifts i the yearly payment of 5 1. being the in- -
‘tereft of 1001 Sterling funk for the behoof of the fchool-
mafter, and placed under the management of the heritors.
Befides this fum, which was bequeathed for the above pur-
‘pofe by a younger branch of the family, the proprietor him-
felf executed.n deed, difponing to the public teacher a right '
to an acre of land, a cow’s pafture upon a fpecified farm, and

5 Dolls 1 firlot of bear, payable from certain other farms up-
on
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on the eftate of Kilmahew. Over and above the fees for
" teaching, and the faid donmation, the perquifites of feffion-
clerk may be equal, communibus annis, to § 1. Sterling.

Poor.—The poor are fupplied from two fources—from the
weekly col'e®tion, which, with the proclamation money, may
amount annually to upwards of 30l Sterling ; and froma
legacy bequeathed a few years atter the Revolution, by a Mrs
Muir, a native of this parith, and originally of the name of
Watfon. This legacy confifted of sool. Sterling, to be ap-
plied under the direftion of the ufual managers of the poor,
for the behoof of the indigent living within a certain diftrick
of the parifh, fpecially named in the deed of mortification.
The above fum was, early in this century, laid out in the pur-
chafe of land, which, by the laft let, produces a revenue upwards

“of 7c 1., Sterling per annum. There are no begging poor,and
the heritors have never as-yet been fubje&ted to any affefl-
ment. ‘The number upon the feflion roll varies, but, in ge-
neral, there are a dozen and upwards, who receive quarterly
a fmall contribution. The number entitled to the benefit of

frs Muir’s mortification alfo varics accordinf to circume

“ftanceés. ' '

Eminent Men.— Contiguous to the village of Rentoun, in
the old houfe of Dalquhurn, was born the celebrated Dr
Topias SMoLLETT. He was the grandfon of Sir James
.Smollett of Bonhill, Bart. a gentleman ot confiderable pro-
_perty in this county, a member of the laft Scotch Parlia-
ment, and a commiffioner in framing the Union. The fa-
ther of Tobias being a younger fon, received, according to
the cuftom of his country, only a fmall fhare of Sir James’s
-fortune, and, dying at an ecarly period of life, left his family,
.confiittng of two fons and a daughtcr, in circumftances not
- the
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the moft »filvent. The two brothers received the rudiments
of their education in the fchool of Dumbarton, The elder,
whofe name was James, was bred a foldier, and amougft his
acquaintance was diftinguifhed for his addrefs, and tholc ta-
lents- of wit and humour, which afterwards chara&erfed
Tobias. A premature death, (he having perifhed at fea off
the coaft of America), robbed the world of thofe talents,
“which, if ripened by time and ftudy, might have fhone forch
with diftinguithed luftre. Tobias, the younger, was edueated
in the medical line, {crved an apprenticethip to a furgcon in
* Glaigow, and toon after alled as mate aboard a man of war.
In this capacity he was prefent at the fiege of Carthdgena,
the particulars of which he defcribes in Koderick Random
with fo much life. Tobias could not long continue in this
ficuation. - His afpring genius difdained the drudgery to
which his profcflional line expofed him. He was a man of
the moft polithed manners, and fineft addrefs, talents which
feldom fail to recommend the phylician. But with thefe he
poflefled a pride which counteraéted -their influence. He
could not ftoop to that infinuating flatrery {o prevalent in
the world, of which even the wife and knowing have often
become the dupes. His mind was chicfly turned to the ftudy
of life and manners, n dclineating which he is perhaps fur-
pafied by few. In this particular, as a painter of hite ard
charaéter, he has refleéted the higheft honour upon the place
of his nativity, 'and mult ever be confidered by his country
among the tirft of her fens in lherary reputation  As a hife
torian, he may be inferior to Hume and Robertfon in retinea
ment of thought, and political oblervation; but when the
fubje leads tq defcription, or to the delincarion of charatter,
his powers appear unrivalled. * To the grealt genius, he
Jjoined the moft unremitting application. Oue proof of this
&annot fail to be noticed, which is, that in Icis than 14 months
he
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he colleted materials, compofed, and prepared for the pref,
his whole Hiftory of England : An effort to which his naf~
row and ftraitened circumftances might have dire&ed him,
but to which nothing but the moft diftinguifhed abilities, snd
the moft vigorous application, could have been equal. He
married a Jamaica lady, and by her had an only daughter,
who was cut off in the bloom of youth. After a life che-
quered by a variety of incidents, he died at Leghorn, whither
he had gone for the recovery of his health, in 1771, in the
g1t year of his age. Adjacent to the place of his nativity,
a column was lately raifed to his memory by his coufin, with
-the following infcription :

Sifte viator !

Si lepores, ingeniique venam benignam ;
Si morum calidiffimum piftorem,
Unquam es miratus,

Immorare paululum memoriae
Tos1® SMoLLETT, M. D,
Viri virtutibus hifce
Quas in homine et cive,

Et laudes et imiteris,
Haud mediocriter ornati 3
Qui in literis variis verfatus,
Poftquam, felicitate fibi propria,
Sefe pofteris commendaverat,
Morte acerba raptus,
Anno actatis §1.

Eheu! quam procul a pattia,
Prope liburni portem in Italia,
Jacet fepultus:

Tali tantoque viro, patrueli fuo,
Cui, in decurfu, Lampada

Se
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Se potius tradidiffe decuit,
. Hane coluomnam.
Amoris cheu | inane monumentum, .
. In ipfis Leviaiae ripis
Quas, verficulis, fub exitu vitae, illuftratas,

Primis, infans, vagitibus perfonuit,

" Ponendam curavit
" " Jacosus SmoLLETT de Bonhill,

Autigiities.—A Tittle weft of the Leven, upon a fmall emiv
nence called Caffle-bill, ftood, it is faid, a caftle, at times the
refidence of King Robert. Bruce. In this caftle, of which
no veftige is now difcernible, that favourite prince, as hiftory
and tradition informs us, breathed his laft. A farm in the
neighbourhood fiill pays to the faperior a feu-duty called
dog-meal. This tax is fuppofed to have been originally ime
pofed for the maintenance of his Majefty’s hounds.

Chaya&ler —The people in general are fober and induf-
trious. The introduflion of manufatures has, no doubt,
produced fome change in their habits and manners; and
whether this chenge may operate more in the end to their
wdvantage or hurt, time alone can deterrnine,

NUNM.
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-

ISLAND AND PARISH OF SHAPINSHAY,

(CounTY oF ORKNEY AND ZETLAND.—PRESBYTERY
. OF NoRTH [sLES.—~5YNop oF URKNEY.)

By the Rev. Mr GeorGe Barry, Minifler,

Origin of the Name.

ROM whence the name of this parifh has been dcnvcd,
cannot be determined with any degree of certainty,
‘There. is, how: ver, no improbability in fuppofing it to cowse
from the word ay or ¢y, which, in the Norfe or Norwegian
Janguage. is faid to fignify an iflind, and the nanic of that
animal to which we are inuebted for fo confiderable a part of
'our food and clothing ‘The anin.al here aliuded to is the
fbegp. for the breeding and pafturing of which the ifland
has been reckoned rather remarkable, and therefore it has
been, with fome propriety, itiled Shapinfbay, or the Sheep-
Hland. But with more probability fhil, it uay perhaps be
derived from the Saxon language. If we may credit the
poet Clavdian, the S.xons early inhabited this country, and
had even the misfortune to bedew 1t with their blood. ¢ AMa-
& duerunt Saxone fufo Orcades.” Among that people fba or
JP w fignified a valley, and fuch an one too as lies near the
middle of the iflanl in queftion; and from the combination
of the name fheep with this word, the whole parith may
have got the name of the Sheep Valiey, or Shapinthay. But

wavmg
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waving any farther confideration of this point, as it is a mat«
ter of no great importance, we may obferve, that it has been
diftinguifhed by the name which it now bears for thefe feve-
ral centuries. To fupport this obfervation, we have the au-
thority of Torfacus, and the authors fpecitied by him, and
alfo of the celebrated Buchanan, who not only mentions the,
name of this ifland, but defcribes its fituation and extent
with confiderable accuracy. ¢ Littor? propior Siapinfa paulum
S fe in orientem infleflens, ex adverfo Cracoviacae, (Kirkwall),
“ duo millia fita, ipfa fex millia longa.”
)

Situation, Extent, Form, Divifion, &'c.—To the north of the
<aft part of the main-land, froem which it is diftant about
one mile, and three from Kirkwall, this ifland extends al-
moft in the form of a crofs, from Stromberry to Nefs, near
7 milds, and from the Galt to the foot of Shapinfhay, more
than 5. The body of the crofs firctches from fouth-weft
to north-eaft, and the arms from fouth-caft to north-weft.
Almoft around the whole ifland, the fhores are low, pretty
level, and, to a confiderable diftance inland, covered with
rich fields of grafs and corn. Towards the middle, the land
rifes confiderably higher ; and as the hand of induftry has
never difturbed its repofe fince the creation, it exhibits the
appearance of a barren wafte, fit only for ﬁlécp pafture.

Ancient Cyflers.—As all the lands on the fhore are pro-
perty, fo the whole of the hill ground is commonty, and
they are divided from each other by what is here called a
bill-dyke, a fpecies of fence, it is believed, almoft peculiar to
this country. The period when this kind of fence was
firtt in ufe in thefe iflands is loft in the mift of antiquity.
They are common through moft of the iflands. They are
built of turf. They crumble down in winter, are repaired
_ Vou. XVIL Ff again
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again in the fpring when the corn begins to rife, and every
proprictor, or his tenants, are compelled not only by the
ufage of the place, but by bye-laws enaéted for the purpofe,
to repair and keep up = part of the hill-dyke, proportioned
to the extent of their farms, or his property. Thefe fecble
fences, if they deferve the name of fences, are intended to fu-
rerfede the neceflity of herding domeftic animals. Early
in the fummer, when the corn begins to fpring, the young
cattle, and particularly all the fheep, are inclofed within
‘them, rather to wander about than to feed, till the end of au-
tumn. So long as the nights are fhort, the weather mild, and
the pafture tolerable, they continue within thefe limits with-
out much relu@ance ; but when the feafon advances, hunger
and cold impel them to leap the dykes in purfuit of better
pourifhment, and more thelter. Inftead of their being di-
rected by the tender and attentive care of a fhepherd, they
are then attacked with fticks and ftones, and hunted by dogs,
with more f;ry than is commonly ufed to ravenous beafts in
other countries. Hence thefe animals, which under proper
management might be a fource of wealth to the proprietors,
and a benefit to the country at large, are decreafing in pum-
"ber, and degenerating in quality fo faft, that in a fhort time,
if the mode of treatment is not altered, they will not be worth
the raifing. To proteét thefe harmlefs, and very ufeful crea-
tures from their various enemies, to watch over the young
and the old, and the difeafed; and, upon occafion, to lead
them to proper fhelter and pafture, fo as to render their fleece
and their carcafe important objeéts of rural occonomy, herd-
ing them is abfolutely neceffary. So blindly attached, how-
ever, are the ordinary clafs of people here to antient cuftoms,
and fuch rooted averfion have they to difcover what ftore
they have to their landlords and to their minifters, that no
force of example, no influence of authority, no arguments
' drawn
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drawn from either humanity or from intereft, can prevail with
them to adopt a meafure which in every refpeét appears
fo reafonable. A procefs is faid to be at prefent depending,
which will in the iffue certainly determine how far cuftom, in
regard to hill dykes, is to be confidered as the law of the
country. But in whatever way the law may determine this
point, we, from a fincere regard to the interefls of the coun-
try, cannot help withing that the cuftom of the diftri®, in
regard to this matter, would yicld to the ftatute for herding
of cattle.

Formerly there are faid to have been near 3000 theep in
the ifland, and now, owing to a varicty of caufes, they do
not excced the half of that oumber. The black cattle a-
mount to about 800, and the horfes only to 250, owing to
an infeCtious diforder having fome years ago entered the pa-
rith, and in a few months carried off great numbers of them,
As there are few evils but what produce fome good, this
diforder, which the people at the time had good recafon to
confider as a misfortune, may, it is likely, in the end, turn
out to their advantage, in fo far as it has compelled them, in
fpite of their averfion to noveltics, to employ oxen inftead of
horfes. ‘To the regret of all good farmers, fwine are raifed
here in vaft numbers; and what adds much tu the evil, they are
under the very worft of management. In the fummer feafon
they are driven to the hill with the fheep and young' cattle,
where they commit depredations without moleftation ; and
at the end of harveft, when the fruits of the earth are re-
moved, they come down in legions, fierce and hungry, and
arc allowed to roam at large around the fhores, to the almoft
utter defirution of fome of the beft land of the ifland.

Agriculture—~The foil, though in moft places thin and
fhallow, is naturally fertile, otherwife, confidering the hurt it
receives
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receives from thefe deftruQive animals, and the clumfy awk-
ward way in which it is cultivated, it would produce no fort
of crop whatever. QOats and bear alternately, however, it
produces, as alfo pretty good potatoes, and formerly flax of a
tolerable quality, was raifed-on it. To prepare the land for
thefe crops, which are of the utmoft confequence to the in-
habitants, as they make the principal part of their food, far
too little attention is paid. Unacquainted with the mode of
farming in a more favoured climate, the farmers are at no
pains to make the direction of the ridges anfwer to the nature
of the foil and the fituation of the land ; they never ftraight
nor raife them, nor water-furrow their ground, nor do they
ever think of plowing it till within two or three weeks of feed
time, The whole winter’s induftry is thus in a great mea-

* fure loft; the land lofes the benefit which it might receive
from the froft and fnow ; and, as the labour is not properly
divided, but comes almoft all on at one feafon, this cir-
cumftance obliges them to purchafe more cattle, and main-
tain more fervants than otherwife would be neceflary. The
plough which is in general ufed, is but ill calculated to obviate
the difadvantages that arife from unfeafonable labouring. It
has only one {lender ftilt, to which as flender a beam is fixed,
and has neither reeft nor mould-board ; the ploughman holds
it by this ftilr, and direCts it by a fhort batton held loofe
in his hand for that purpofe, Defeftive as this inftrument
muit appear, it has been honoured by a comparifon with the
. plough defcribed by Virgil and Columella, as ufed by the
Romans, to which it no doubt bears fome refemblance, and
the parallel has been drawn between them with all the pa-
rade of pompous ignorance. But if the form of the plough
be exceptionable, the mode of yoking the cattle is not lefs
fo. Inftead of placing them in a line, or two and two toge-
ther, as is common in the fouth of Scotland, four of themn,
' whither
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whither horfes oor oxen be employed, are yoked a-breaft,
with a firaight pole fixed to all of their nofes, which the
driver holds in the middle, and walks backwards before
them. From the form of the plough, it is evident it can
neither raife the furrow thoroughly, or what is called plow
‘clear, nor turn it over perfeétly, but muft cither fuffer it to
ftand oo the edge, or, what is much more common, to fall
back with the furface uppermoft. Their way of yoking their
«cattle, too, is fubjeét to inconveniencies, for it muft evideng-
ly hamper their motions and exertions, and thus render
their work of lefs confequence; the land muft be poached
with their feet, efpecially near the furrows, and, as the
driver is placed before them, and walks backwards, he can
neither make them go faft nor flow, nor dire& them to the
right hand nor to the left with any degree of facility.

To every intelligent farmer, it is an obje&t of much impor-
tance to clear his land-of thofe weeds with which it is moft
infefted, and the methods he makes ufe of for this purpofe,
are cither to apply proper manure, to raife poratoes, turnip,
and other green crops, or to exert himfelf in fummer fallow-
ing. ‘Though our lands be overrun with almoft every fpecies
of plants that tend to obftru&t the growth of corn, our ordi-
nary little farmers are cither ignorant of, or defpife every one
of thefe methods. They plow their little ficlds in {pring, co-
ver them with fome fea-weed, fow them immediately, and as
foon as the feed is committed to mother earth, they carelefsly
fold their arms, fatisfied they have done their duty,and leave
the event to divine providence. Neither are they more en-
lightened or more induftrious in regard to the ufe or the appli-
cation of manures. Some of them have excellent marl almoft
for the lifting,and lime for the taking up and laying on their
lands, at the fole ¢xpence of the proprictor, and yet they will

' not
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: be at the trouble to employ cither the one or the other,
wgh they have been repeatedly told what wonderful ef-
ts they have produced in fertilizing the foil in other parts
the kingdom. Even the dung of their cattle, which is at
ir hand, and which is fo generally confidered as an excel-
t. manure, rather than be at the pains to carry to their
ds, they in fome places throw into the fea, by way of
cace offering to Neptune, in order to render him pro-
ious in cafting a-thore for them plenty of {fea-weed,
ich is the only fubftance they confider as a valuable ma-
‘. As they have been accuftomed, time out of mind, to
7 the grain they have raifed on their own farms, no ar-
neats can prevail with them to change their feed ; and,
at is far worfe, they have conceived an opinion that feed,
wever ill ripened and ill drefled, however light and bad it
y be, will produce a crop in every refpeét as good as what
uld have been produced by the very beft feed of the coun~

Under all thefe, and fome other Qifadvantages, the Ork.
» Iflands, in ordinary years, produce as much grain as is
ficient to maintain about 24,000 inhabitants, after fetting
le near one third of the crop as feu-duty, which is fre-
:ntly carried out of the kingdom, A more fubftantial
1of cannot be brought of the fertility of any country, than
producing, at a moderate price, even under bad cultiva-
2, as much as is neceflary for its own confumption. This
iertainly the cafe with ours, for we have, in ordinary years,
It at 10s. per boll, oat meal at half a guinea, and bear meal
3 s. Sterling.
From this general charge of bad farming, we muft exempt
ft of our gentlemen, as well thofe that rent farms from
ers, as thofe that are their own property. Some of them
itinue, in a great meafure, the old plan, intermixing it
now
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now and then with fuch alterations and improvements as
are fuggefted by reading, by experience, and obfervation ;
while others, unfhackled by prejudice, have adopted a
mode which is in every refpe& rational as well as ufeful,
which in time muft have influence in the way of example,
and which, confidering the circumftances of the coune
try and climate, would do them no difcredit among the
moft intelligent farmers. In this laft clafs may juftly be ran.
ked the only refiding heritor of this parith, who, in the
fpace of. 7 or 8 years that he has poffefled the eftate, has to-
tally changed the face of that part of the ifland. Previous
to his purchafe, nothing was to be feen over its whole ex-
tent, but a dreary wafte, interfperfed with arable lands ill
cultivated, a few miferable hovels thinly fcattered over its
{furface, under the name of farm houfes or cottages, which
were not fit to fhelter from the rigours of the climate a few
ragged inhabitants, dirty through indolence, lean with hunger,
and torpid by defpair. Every thing on this eftate now happily
wears a very different and more pleafant afpe. An clegant
houfc has been' built, and an extenfive garden laid dut; the
lands are fubftantially inclofed, and judicioufly cultivated with
the Englith plough ; many barren fields are, by cultivation,
made fertile; fummer fallowing, with a change of feed and
rotation of crops, is introduced with good effeft; and the
foil, which formerly bore with reluftance coarfe grafs, and
fcanty heather, and puny oats and bear, now chearfully pro-
duces oats, rye, barley, peafe, wheat, potatoes, clover, and
turnips, in confiderable quantity and of a good quality, To-
gether with thefe improvements, the fame gentleman has
ereted a little village by the fide of the harbour of Elwick,
in which he has placed joiners, carpenters, weavers, tailors,
. fhoemakers, coopers, and labourers of -various forts, furni-
fhed them with work fufficient to employ them; and thus
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* enabled them from the fruits of their induftry to. marry early,
and to produce numerous families. In thore, Clifidale,
which is the name of this gentleman’s {eat, taken m: con-
jun&ion with its appendages, exhibits to the eye of a ftranger

- coming from the fea, or from Kirkwall, rather the appear-

ance of a neat little villa in the vicinity of fome opulent city,

than of a gentlenran’s houfe recently raifed in a remote fe-
queftered part of the.kingdom. That the former proprictor

did not make fome, or all of thefe improvements upon the

eftate, while it was in his hands, was neither.owing to his

want of fenfe nor of virtue, for he had a large fhare of
both; but to his being obliged to live at fome diftance, in
order to difcharge the duties of a troublefome office, which
required all his attention, and of his wanting the means
of exciting and rewarding induftry, by the expences he.inr
curred in maintaining a numerous family. The heritors
of this parith are, the Crown for the bifhops lands, of
which Sir Thomas Dundas is tackfman ; Robert Laing, Efq;
of Strenzie, and Major Balfour of Elwick, who together
poffefs the whole ifland. This parifh formerly made part of
the temporality of the bithopric of Orkney. The eftates of

Sound, and How, and Hammer, the former the property of

Major Balfour, and the latter of Mr Laing, are feus from

the bithops of Orkney. How is the feat of Mr Laing, where

he has an old houfe pleafantly fituated amidft rich corn fields
and fine grafs ; and which, were he to refide there, and

turn his attention towards improvement, might foon be made .

one of the moft fertile and pleafant fpots in Shapinfhay.

In the neighbourhood of this place he has had lime kilas

for many years paft, by which he has put in motion a

confiderable quantity of induftry. The lime is prepared

from ftones which contain about one half of calcareous mat-
ter, and are blown by gun-powder from rocks uader. the
high water mark, and the produce, amounting fome feafons

to
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to 3000 barrels, finds a ready market and a goodpncs
through the ifland, particularly in Kirkwall,

As no meafurement of this parith has ever been taken,
the proportion which the uncultivated lands bear to thofe
that are cultivated, cannot be afcertained with any degree of
exatnefs 3 but the latter, it is certain, have been divided ine
to penny lands, and the rental of the ifland is faid net to ex«
«oed 600 L, Sterling.

Church, Minifier, ére.~The church was built in 1630, and
dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and bears the name of Lady
Kirk. The manfe was ere€ted in 1760, The ftipend, with
the profits of the glebe, may amount to about go 1. Sterling 3
and befides the prefent incumbent, who- was fettled 12th
September laft, there have only been’ two minifters of Sha-
pinfhay, namely, Meflrs Alexander Nifbet, and Alexander
Pitcairn, fince the Revolution. In the new ereftion and
foundation of the chapter, made by Bithop Reed, no men-
tion whatever is made of the minifter of this parith, as a-
mong the feven dignitaries, or feven canons and prebends
that compofed this chapter. The minifter of South Roe
mldthay was provoft or dean; the minifter of Birfay arch-
deacon ; the minifter of Orphir precentors the minifter of
Sanda chanctllor; the minifter of Stronfay treafurer; the ini-
nifter of Iflay fubedean; and the minifter of Walls fybe
chantor.

Antiquities.~The genius of fuperftition has been as a&tive
here in antient times, as in moft other places; for ‘we finid
it has been employed in raifing feveral little chapels in va~
rious‘parts of the parith. What good purpole they could
ferve, it is not very cafy to imagine, efpecially when built, as
they fometimes were, on holms or uninhabited iflands. In

You. XVII. Gg Elharde
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15 whish is & placa of that kind, sad cammefted
relonging te this parith, therg is ane of thefe cha-
A every mefpe@ refembles the other imfignificant
f the fame pature fo much, as -not to deferve a
tefcription, QOn the highefh ground, and near the
12 parifh, theze is, as in mott of the other iflands,
ard-hill, which commands an acourate and exten-
not only of this, but of 15 furrounding parithes.
appears plainly to be artificial, and though one
eft 'kind, is certainly. one of thofe tumnli which
ently to be met with in thefc iflands. Thefe tu-
le mounds of, earth, feem to have been raifed to
dexd: bodies, and perpetuate the memories of dif-
serfons ; for in almoft every one of them that has
1, there have been found bones, and fometimes
» and not unfrequently urns containing half burnt
fhes. In fupport.of this opinion we may have
Tacitus and Verftigan, who inform us that both
Romans, and Germans, and Saxons, obferved
of laying their dead bodies on the ground, and
them heaps of carth, covered with turf; in the
le hillocks. To the eaftward of this little wart
ock about an Englith mile, is a high ftone, called
g Stone of Shapinfbay. Above the level of the
s 12 feet high, and perhaps § or.6 below. it ; its
etween 4 and § feet ; its thicknefs a foot. and a
om its being clothed in mofs or fcruf, it hasa ve-
: majeftic afpeft, and feems to have weathered
In both its form amd dimenfions, it wery much
ones that are found fianding in many of the other
cularly, the circle and femicircle in the parith of
« it has perhaps been erefted “either as a place
or facrifice, or to be a monument of fome fignal
’ battle
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‘buttle or vifory, ot to préferve thé memory OF fonie celé-
brated hero who had fallen in the fitld of bawl. Towards
the north fide of the iflind, and by the fea G9¢, i anbthér
large fione, calfed the Black Sfone of Odiv. Miftéad oF
ftanding ered, like the one above mentiohed, it refts ité huge
fide on the fand, and raifes its back high abbve the fur‘ouit-
ding ftones, from which it feems to be altogether different
in quality. How it has come there, Fob whit purpofe, amd
what relation it has borne to thé Scandinavian god with
whofe name it has Been honoured, not only hiftory or re-
cord, but even tradition is totally filent, -As the bey in.a
neighbouring iftand is diftinguithed by the name of Guuden,
or the Bay or Guo of Odin, in whi¢h there is foind dulce
that is fappoféd to prevent diféale and prolong life; fo
this ftone might huve had fan&ity formerly which is now
‘forgotten, whén' the only office that is affighdd it is to
ferve as x mafch-ftone bétween the ware firands or kelp
fhores of two' conterminous heritots. On the weft fhoré,
oppofite nearly to the rock ot fkerry of Vafa, where the tidés
are rapid and the f¢a is fhallow, we meet with a place known
by the name of Grucula of Agricv/a. Thither, tradition ré-
ports, dne of Apricola’s fhips, In his celebratdd voyage a-
rourd the ifland of Britain, was' driven By violente of wea-
ther, and: ftranded 5 and what feenis to evince that the tra.
dition is founded ontruth is, that Roman coins are faid to have
been found heré, by the late Mr Fea of Cleftron. Though
Agricola’¢ fon-in-1aw, Tacitus, niot only mentions his having
been in thefe iflands; but allfo his having conquered them,
and difcovered Thule, till then invélved in darkdefs, and co.
vered with fobw, ro fhch dififter is déferibed by his ftrong
and clégant pencil.  Froth his filence, however, we cannot
jefly infed tHe event fiever happeried, efpecially as he men-
‘tions the Orkreys in'fuch 2’ rapid and fuperficial manner.

« Hane
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¢ Hanc oram noviffime maris tunc primum Romana claffu citcums
¢ wvella, infulam ¢ffe Britaniam affirmavit, ac fimul ineognitas
% ad id tempus infulas quas Orcades vocant, invenit, domuitquey
< difpecta eft et Thule quams hallenus nix et biems abdebar.” But
_the moft remarkable pieces of antiquity in this, and indeed
in the other iflands, are thofe large ruins commonly deno-
minated Pic?-houfes. Here they are frequently met with a-
long the fea fhore, two or three of them at no great diftance
from, and in general raifing their conical heads in view of
_each other. They are fituated, for the moft part, on the
moft pleafant fpots ; they are covered with green, and orna-
mented with flowers and herbs of various forts ; and fuch of
them as have been examined by the eye of curiofity, have
difcovered confiderable variety in both their form and die
menfions. Moft of them are circular ; fome of them verging
towards an oval fhape ; fome of them are very large, othess
of a fmaller fize ; in general they are built without cement,
in fome few inftances with it ; and, from the remains of the
'moft entire of them, it would appear that they are wide at
the foundation, and are contracted as they advance upwards,
fomewhat in the form of a kiln, and that they were clofed
or covered at the top is probable, The infide of fuch of
‘them as we have {een, however, is divided into a great num~
ber of apartments, many of which fecem to be of a very
whimfical and_inconvenjent form, and all of them are fo-
fmall as to be unfit for any permanent accommodation for
man., To what purpofe, therefore, has fuch a quantity of
labour been wafted, in ereting fuch large and mafly piles, and
that at a period when induftry was certainly not ranked among
the number of the virtues? As there was a time, perhaps,
when ecach of thefe iflands, efpecially of the larger kind, was .
a ftate within itfelf, governed by its own prince or its owa
chicftain, thefe buildings might have been creted as forts to
SO defend

..
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defend the inhabitants againft invaders. On thefe the men
might have taken their ftations, and annoyed the boats at-
tempting to land with their arrows, or ink them with darts,
ftones, or other miffile weapons ; and to fhew that this opi-
nion is not entirely founded in fancy, thefe ruins are moft
frequently to be met with near bays, beaches, or other land-
ing places. From their internal firufture, confifting of a va.
riety of little cells, there is no abfurdity in fuppofing they
have been intended as places of fecurity for treafures, for the
moft valuable furniture, and for provifions. Thither they
might bring thefe articles, and whatever elfe they put the
greateft value on, depofit them with care, and, colletting
their force around, dcfend them to the utmoft extremity.
In thofe that have been dug up, there have always been found,
half burnt flones and earth, together with a confiderable
quantity of athes, and many human bones, and the bones of
various other animals, From this circumftance, we may be’
allowed to conjeGture that they have in the early ages, long
before the prattice of burying in church-yards, ferved as fe-
pulchral monuments for princes, chieftains, heroes, and other
diftinguifhed perfons. But whatever was the view, with
which they were at firft ere@ted, and to whatever purpofes
"they were afterwards applied, they are very numerous through
‘the iflands in this country, and are fometimes to be met with
on the coaft of Caithnefs. Of the fame nature with them,
.perhaps, were the buildings named Danes Raths in Ireland.
“Ware, in his antiquities of that kingdom, informs us, that
Turgofius the Norwegian, in the year 835, raifed thefe round
works or fortifications, which are yet to be feen in many
_parts of Ircland. The Cartilla Brigantum, mentioned by ;
Juvenal in his fourtcenth Satyr, were probably of the fame
kind. Near Cliffdale, fome thort time ago, when the work-
men were digging for the foundation of a boufe, they difco-
: vered
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vered  fubterfancbus building of a fingutir mture, It had
been formed by digging the earth about 3 feet déep, Ind
ereting pillars of ftonés built one upon aniothér to the height
of 4 feet, to- fupport 4 flat roof of Broad fodes or flags that
covered the whole building, which was compofed of two
hexagons ¢ontiguous to 6ne anotlier, and their. dianieter abotit
8 feet, and of a re®angle as largé as both. As thé whole fa-
bric was confiderably below ground, and ho veftige whatever
to be feen on the forface, it pérhaps has beeri ufed as a place
for concealing various articlés of value, for which it feemed
well calenlated. However that may be, thére was found in
it a gold ring of an uncomWon' confiruction. The ocutfide
of that ring was brodd and large, compofed as it were of
‘three cords twifted of plaitéd fogether; the infide was much
riarrower, ahd pretty well fitted for thé ufs of the finger.
No infeription whatevet apprared on'any part of it; and at
the joining, inftead of being foldered, it feemed to have been
beaten togethet with a himmer, Near this place there were
Jead mines attempted to be wrought formerly; and the firft
fpecimens of the ore were {6 promifing, that a company
in the fouth' granted their cbligation to the proprietor for
gool. a-year, in ordet to cbfain his permiffion to work them.
The fum ftipulated procured his conifent ; they began with
fpirit, and advanced a cdnfiderable lengthi, when cither their
affairs went into diforder, or they found that the veirs went
too deep, or itt the direction of the fea, of that the ore did
not prove fo rich a¥ it promifed, which conftraiied theii to
relinguifh the undertaking.

Harbour.—The hatbout of Elwick, which is the only ore
that belongs to this ifland, is as excellent Tor its extenit as al-
moft atiy one in'this country. In this Harbour, as well ds
around all the coatt, it 1§ high warés at” three quirfers of in

: hour
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.hour after ¢ o’clack, when ths swor is ngw and full, It has
from 4 to ¢ fatham water, gver a bhostom of bard clay co~
vered with fand. Oun the wef} fide. of it is a Hac beach, with
abundan¢e of excellent frefh watery and as it. opens to the
fouth-weft, it is e;trcmcly-oomvchicnt for thips bopnd to the
fouthward. Ia antieat times it feema to have hoea called E-
lidarwick ; for we are infosmed by an lcclandis menuftript,
lately sranflated, thay Hace king of Norway, 3263, Iy with
his fleat in 3 harbous of that nagngy moar Kidkwall, in bis
way. to the Hebrides or weh of §gotland, He had plemned
an expeditiom again{t Alexyagar M, king of Saotland, asd
after he had lain in. this harbeun «ill Be. Olaxe’s Wake, he
failed foush before the Mull of Ronalfha, with all his Davy.

* Indufiry ond MhufaSures—The boats belonging to this
place are about 80, moft of which are engaged in fifhing,
and in carrying the rents and feu-duties, which are paid in
kind, to Kirkweall, except about 20, that are the property of’
Major Balfour,. who frequextly employs them otherwife,
The fame gentleman has 8 veflels, 4 brigs and 4 floops, that

ape almolt conftantly omployed in the trade of this country,
and require 5o failors to work them. Befides cultivating

their listle farms, and preparing the produce of them for
their landlords and for the market, the men are employed in -
fithing what are called ffkcks for their daily fupport, and.the
women in fpinning tow and linen yarn for fale, and in work-
ing up the wook of their fheep, which is of an excellent qua-
lity, for clothing to thamfelves and their famities. There are
few tradefmen in the parifh, cxcept thofe in the village lately
ereted on the banks of the harbour of Elwick. Their in-
daftry is not only beneficial to themfelves, byt to others in
the way of example, and to the public at large, by enabling
them to rear numerous familiess. The fummer months are
' . occupied
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occupied fn burning kelp, which is the great manufafture of
this country. The men almoft of the whole iflands, and
many of the women, alfo exert themfelves in this fpecies of
induftry; and their joint efforts fome feafons produce up-
wards of 3000 tons, which, at a moderate rate, brings near
20,0001, to the inhabitants. As it occupies the induftry, and
sonftitutes the principal part of the riches of the place, every
attention fhould be given it by thofe that arc friends to their
country. The proprietors of lands, and their tenants and
cottars, the tradefmen in the towns of Kirkwall and Strom-
nefs, as well as in \he country places, and merchants or
fhopkeepers every where, derive from it much benefit. To
them only who have ftated falaries it is detrimental, by in-
creafing the quantity, and thereby diminifhing the value of
money, and without adding to the ftock, mifing the price of
_ provifions, Its being extremely ufeful, however, will ferve:
as an apology for our confidering its nature, the purpofes to
which it is applied, the mode of manufaturing it, and the-
means by which that mode may be improved.

Kelp.—Kelp is cempofed of the afhes of various fea plants,
‘cut from the rocks, or collefted on the beach, and burnt in
kilns or -pits made on the fhore for that purpofe. It confifts
chiely of the fixed vegetable alkali, in a confiderably cauftic
ftate, never altogether pure, but intermixed with other falts,
and particularly with Glauber’s falts, and muriated and vitri-
olated magnefiae. The fixed vegetable alkali is the only valu-
able part of the kelp, and to it the other 3kinds of falt are found
to bear but a {mall proportion 3 they de not hurt it materially
in the manufatures in which it is ufed, and if they did hurt
it, a feparation from them could, with no great difficulty,
be obtained, If it is pure, or mearly fo, itaanfwers cvery
A purpofc of the pareft pot-afhes, which is z luuvle falt, ob-
tained
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tained by the burning of wood, and which can be obtained
only at.a very high price, and from a foreign country. In
that cafe it fupplies its place in bleaching, in the manufadturc
_ of foap, of allum, of glafs, and perhaps is neceflary in fome
other of the moft important manufaétures of Britain. The
whole tribe of fea-weeds is capable, by burning, to produce
kelp; but what are made ufe of here for that purpofe are the
four following forts : 14, The tangle, (Fucus Digitatus, Lin.),
the top of which is here called red warey, whofe roots are
fixed in the rocks, and are very feldom left dry even at the
loweft fpring tides. 2dly, The fea-oak, (Fucus Vificulofus,
Lin.), which we denominate black tang, and which grows
next.to the former, nearly at the loweft ¢bb. 3d/y, The knot-
ted fea-weed, (Fucus Nodofus, Lin.), or, as it is fometimes
called, thic bell-wrack, and here the yeliow tang, which in
general occupies the middie fpace between the low and high
water marks. ~ 4tbly, The jagged or ferrdted fea-weed, (Fucus
Serratus, Lin.), commonly known by the name of prickly
tang in this country. Thefe four kinds of fub-marine plants,
with fome others of lefs confequence, are cut from the rocks
in the fummer feafon with hooks, carried up on barrows to
the beach, where they are fpread to dry, and are afterwards
" burnt into athes. The kilns that are made ufe of for this -
purpofe, are cither erected with ftones on the fand, or dug
in the besch, of a circular form, and about 12 inches deep
and 4 feet broad. In thefe they make holes for the free cir-
culation of the air while they are burning, and after they
have continued to burn till they imagine they have about one
third of a tun of kelp, they begin to ftir it firongly, or to
rake it ‘with a clumfy inftrument of iron formed for the pure
pofe. Much of the excellence of the kelp depends on the
perfection of this operation. Great care muft be taken to
keep it free of find, of ftones, and of cvery fort of extra-
- Vou. XVII, Hh ~ meous
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neous matter. The contents of the kiln muft be made per-
fe@ly liquid, and fomewhat refembling the mertal in a fur-
nace; and in this ftate it is fometimes very difficult to pre-
ferve it of the requifite purity. .The liquid requires to be
Ieft in-the pit to cool, which it generally does in about two
days, when it congeals and hardens into a folid ponderous
mafs, which is broken and piled up on the fhore, till an oc-
cafion occurs to fhip it for the market. In a manufadture
of fo great importance as that of kelp, every attempt thould
be made to meliorate its quality. - This, it is believed, may
be done by cutting the fea-weeds fomewhat eatlier in the
feafon, and allowing them to lic as fhort tim¢ on the fhore -
~ to dry as poflible, making the kilns fo muchlarger as to
burn a greater quantity of kelp at a time; and of fuch a
conftrution as to prevent the intermixture of other mate-
rials, by raking it thoroughly into a liquid ftate, and by
conveying it from the kilns, as foon as it is cold, to a ftore--
houfe, to fhelter it from the hurtful influence of the weather.
To increafe its quantity is -alfo an obje& of importance, and
to do it in fome meafare there is little difficulty. - ‘The plants
on the rocks that afford this article, are feldom cut with fuf.
fitient care ; they are burnt only every two or three years,
when they might be burnt annually ; too little. attention has
been beftowed on the cutting of tangle and red ware, and
carrying it a-fhore in nets and boats. conftru&ed for the pur-
pofe; nor has almoft any perfon in this place attempted to
extend the foil for thefe plants, by placing broad weighty
ftones, or even wrecked wood, on the fhores, in convenient
fituations. Were thefe circumftances attended to, and the
pralice hinted at followed, our kelp fhores, which yield at
prefent o confiderable a treafure, might nearly double the
quantity. This parifh produces every year about r20 tons,
‘ and,
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and, trifling es this quantity may appear, it has. a confider-
able influence on the condition of the people.

Populaticn.—The number-of our people, in 1755, was only
642, and amounts now to 730, coniequently there is an in-
creafe of 88. 'The caufe of this increaftd population, we
are able to trace to the refidence of a fingle proprietor, . A«
mong the people in a country parith, whofe farms are fmall
and whofe tacks are only verbal, the refidence of heritors, if
they be men of fenfe and wirtue, is of the greateft advantage.
They filence difputes, and terminate any differences that may
arife, by their authority; they fet an example of induftry,
and by their fmiles or their frowns,” not- only diflinguifh the
deferving from the worthiefs, but reward the oné, while they
punifh the other. Beyond aH difpute, whatever promotes induf-
try alfo promotes virtue; and whatever weakens vice and ftreng-
thens virtue, has an evident tendency to proﬁotc population,
Befides thefe means, the proprictor alluded to has made ufe
of others ftill more effetual. Finding, on his entry, a pau-
city of hands for executing his plans of improvement, he
foon ereéted between 20 and 30 new houfes, which are filled
with young people that have married, and with families
from other iflands. Thefe have almoft all of them nume-
rous families of children ; and, what is a clear evidenee of
their vaft increafe is, that about 17 years ago the youngeft
child in the fmall diftri€t of Sound, was 13 years of age, and
the fame diftri¢t contains now, at and below that age, about
70 children. As there has been no regifter of deaths kept
here, we cannot compare the births and deaths together, in
order to afcertain the extent of the increafe; nor have the
regifters of the marriages and’ baptifms, on account of the
laft miniﬁ'erss' infirm ftate of health for fome time before his
death, been brought down to the prefent period. From the

' . 1781
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1781 to the 1790, both inclufive, however, the lit of births
and marriages is as follows:

BirTHS.
Males.  Females.  Total. MARRIAGES.

1781 15 1 25 4 '
1782 10 1t 21 2

1783 7 8 15 3
1784 7 ‘9 16 2

178¢ 6 13 19 1

1786 13 12 a5 I

1787 7 9 16 2

1788 8 9 1y [4

1789 12 14 26 10

1790 9 . 12 21 11

As there is plenty of excellent peat in the parifh, as the
air is wholefome, and food is in tolerable abundance, the
people live long 3 and, what is of far more confequence, they
are, even at an advanced age, both vigorous and healthy. In
proof of this, we may obferve, that there are feveral above
9o, fome of whom work every day in boats and otherways ;
and that laft harveft, vhich was no lefs long than rainy,
fome that were between 80 and go years of age, were em-
ployed conftantly in the laborious tafk of fhearing. To the
fame purpofe it may be obferved, that a gentleman of curio-
fity, fome fhort time ago, wrote to a woman in this parith to
know her age, as he had been informed it was uncommon 3
the woman was no lefs diftinguifbed for her good fenfe than
her veracity, and wrote him for anfwer, that fthe was born
1688. She fpecified many remarkable events, which fhe
diftin&tly remembered; and concluded her letter by informe
ing him, that although fhe was at that time 97, fhe had writ-

: ten
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ten it without fpeQacles. To conclude, in order to give this
parith the degree of profperity of which it is capable, the
heritors thould refide on their eftates, and by the combined in-
fluence of their money, their authority, and example, point out
to them the road to hiappinefs. The farms, which at prefent
are too fmall, fhould be 2 or 3 of them joined into one; tacks
of confiderable length fhould be granted ; the rents and feu-
duties fhould not be paid in kind, but in money; and fer-
vices of every fort fthould be abolithed, with a view to induce
men of fubftance and induftry to become farmers. If, to
thefe improvements, a better mode of agriculture were ad-
ded, and were the people that could be fpared from the mak-
ing of kelp, and the cultivation of the ground, employed in
fithing, and fome beneficial manufalture, Shapinfhay would
_foon raife her head high among her fifter ifles, and would
not fuffer by a comparifon with almoft any other ifland be.,
longing to Scotland.

NUM:
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NUMBER XVIL

PARISH OF LUSS.
(COUNTY AND PRESBYTERY oF DuMBARTON. —SyNob
oF GLascow AND ATR.)

.. "By the Revi Mr Jorn-STuarT, Minifler.

Sztuahon, Extmt, Erection, and Disjunétions.

HE parith of Luss is fituated in the county and pref-
bytery of Dumbarton, and in the fynod of Glafgow
and Ayr. It is about 8; Englith miles long from S. to N.
and from 2} to § miles broad. It is bounded on the fouth
by the parithes of Bonhill and Cardrofs ; on the north by the
parith of Arrochar; on the caft by Lochlomond ; and on the
weft by the parith of Row. It was formerly of great extent,
reaching, on the weft fide of Lochlomond, from the one end
of that lake to the other, and comprehending fome of the
lands on its caft fide, together with moft of its iflands.

By an a& of the Privy Council, in the year 1621, the
lands of Buchanan were disjoined from this parith, and an-
nexed to that of Inchcalloch. About the year 1650, the
lands of Auchindennan, Cameron, Stockrogert, and Tulli-
chewen were disjoined from it, ind annexed to the parith of
Bonhill. In 1658, the lands of Arrochar were disjoined
from it, and formed into a feparate parith, But the lands

of
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of Caldanach, Prefstelloch, and Couglens, belonging once to
the parifh of Inchcalloch, are now annexed, gwoad omnia, and
the. lands of Bannachrae, belonging properly to the parith
of Row, are confidered as annexed, gquoad facra, to that of
Lufs, . .

Soil, Suxface, Climate, Longevity, and Difeafes.—The foil is
in general light and gravelly, but in fome parts there is good
loam. The principal level land lies near Lochlomond, and
chiefly where the rivers difcharge themfelves into it, formed
probably in the courfe of ages, by the fand and foil carried
down from the higher grounds by the torrents. Scarcely one
twelfth of the furface is arable. The greateft part is hilly
and mountainous. The climate is mild and temperate. Snow
feldom lies many days on the low grounds, In fevere win-
ters, the degree of cold has been found to be confiderably
greater near Glafgow and Edinburgh than in this country.
Hollies, and other plants in the hedges and gardens, have
there been killed by the froft, when here they remained un-
hurt. The mountains and woods break the force of the
winds in every diretion ; and the exhalations from that part
of the lake which never freezes, may perhaps likewife ferve
to temper the atmofphere. The air, though often moift, is
remarkably healthful. Many of the people live to a great
age. The venerable lift of old perfons, in the little village of
Lufs, in 1769, is well known ®. A man who refided in it

. : many
® Rev. Mr James Robertfon, minifter, aged 90
Mrs Robertfon, his wife — — 86
- Ann Sharp, their fervant —_— — 94
Niel M‘Naughtan, kirk-officer =~ — — 86
Chriftian Gay, his wife — — —-— 94
Walter Maclellan -— —_ - 90

‘Pennant’s Tour in 1769, 4t0, po 325
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~ many years, died in February 1790, aged 96. In 1793 .the
followmg were living in it :.: » .

~ He&or Maclean,. aged e —_ o
MaryMacfarlaneA o - - . 88
"Janet Walker  — — - — .8

" Elizabeth Macwattic - — — —_ 81
Margaret Macgregor .~ -_— . = 80
Duncan Gray, — e -— — a8

There is one woman in the parith aged. - .97
Some families in it feem to have a hereditary right to ledg
v,lzic There are two brothers and two fifters -german in &,
. whofe father was 96, and their mother-82 yeate old s :thiir
.death, and whofe ages, in 1793, when added togethory made
.310 years.  The cldeft of the brothers. is ftill in gootihoairh,
., and hss at prefent alive 3 fons and 4 daughters; -gu. granll-
' children, and 10 great-grand-children. In 1993, there weae
likewife 4 fifters german living in the parith, . whote'ages to-
gether. made 312 years. The people are fubjolt to few:dif-
eafes. Fevers and confumptions are the moft gommon.  The

former of - thefe are generally unported from other pam,
ﬁ)read by infection. . : . .

.y . . aibe Low

Lake and Prq[oe&f —Lochlonond, ather for*mm!{"w
vancty and magnificence. of . -foenery, is mot’ peritaps td b
equalled by any lake ip Grest: Brissiai. Its beauties dren¥d
well known, and have alresdy.been o avcll- deferibed> ¥
others, as to make any new defeription of thém unneteflafy *f
There are feveral-fine views of them 'to be feen from ‘fhe
high road on each fide of it, and from the adjacent heights}
cach of which has its admirers. Thofe which are commond
ly reckoned beft, are from the top of the higheft hills- ir
, the’

9

[ T

* Se PPnnam.’s Tours in 1769 and 1772, &c. R
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the iflands of Inchtavanach and Inchmurren, the Strone. hill
mear Lufs, and the point of Farkin; but, in order to have
this laft view in the greateft perfetion, it is neceflary to s~
{cend confiderably higher than the line of the road, Loche
lomond is about 24 Englith miles long, in fome parts above
7 miles broad, and contains above zo,&oo acres of water. lt3
depth fouth.from Lufs fcldom exceeds 20 fathoms, or 120
fect. North from that it is much greater. Oppofite to the
point of Farkin it is 66, and a little farther north 8o fa-
thoms. For about a mile fouth from Tarbet it is, with little
difference, 86 fathoms; but about two miles north from it,
eppofite to Alt-garv, it is 100 fathoms, which is probably the
greateft depth of the lake, Beyond that its depth gradually
diminithes to its north end. The north and deeper part of
Lochlomond iy, never covered with ice; but fouth from Lufs,
in fevere frofts, its furface has been fo completely frozen, as
to render it fafe for men, and cven for horfes and loaded
fleds, to go from each fide to the differcnt iflands, Jt is re~
markable, however, that part of the narrow found between
the iflands of Inchtavanach and Inchconagan, the average
depth of which no where exceeds two fathoms and a half,
snd where there is no perceptible current, yet was never
known to freeze, not even in the year 1740. This, perhaps,
may be owing to fome fprings rifing there, fed by the adja-
cent high grounds. After great floods in winter, the fur-
face of Lochlomond has been known to rife abcut 6 feet
higher than it is after much drought in fummer, Its average
height above the level of the fea is 22 feet; but that it is
gow confideratly higher than it once was, and is therefore
gaining upon the ground, there is clear evidence. Acrofs the |
channel of the river Falloch, at the north end of the lake,
there are ftones fixed at regular diftances, once evidently in-
gended for enabling pafiengers to fiep from one fide to the

Vot. XVII, ¥i othez,
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other, but now never covered with lefs than 4 or g feet depth
of water. Near the middle of the Bay of Camftraddan,
when the water is low, there is a2 hecap of ftones to be feen,
where the Colquhoun’s cf Camftraddan are {aid to have once
bad their family refidence. Cambden, in his Atlas. Briton-
nica, defcribes an ifland as exifting there in bis day, in which
there was a houfe and an orchard*®. About g miles farther
fouth, at a diftance from the thore, therc is another heap of
ftones, faid to be the ruins of a church. A field oppofite to
it is ftill called Ach-na-beaglais, or the churchsfield. This
rife of the furface of the lake, is probably owing to the fand
and mud fubfiding near the mouth ot the Leven, and dame
ming up the water, .

Iflands.—There are at prefent about 30 iflapds in Laochlo.
mond, fmall and great. Mot of them are finely wooded.
Somie of them are inhabited, and prove, at times, commo-
dious afjlums to the difordered in mind. Ten of them are
confiderable in fize; four of thefe belong to ‘the parith of
Lufs: 1f, Inchtavanach above three quarters of an Englith
mile long, and about two furlongs-and a half broad, ccatains
135 Scotch acres, of which 127 2re under a good oak wood,
which is moderately valued at 10001: each cutting, bnce in
20 years, The remaining acres are outfield, and carry at
times a good crop. The ifland is not at prefent inhabited.
A monk is faid, at a remote period, to have fixed his refi.
dence there, from whom it derives its name of Inch-ta—vanach,
i.e. the ifland of the monk's houfe. A fweeter retirement,
or morc 2dapted for contemplation, he could not perhaps
bave chofen.  2dly, Inchconagan, fituated on the eaft fide of
Inchtavanach, and feparated from it only by a narrew found,

above

. # §ee Pennant’s Tour in 1772, 4to, p. 155,

1
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above half 2 mile long, and about two furlongs and a half
broad, contains 94 acres, which aré all under a natural oak
and fir wood. 3dly, Fuckmoan, i. e, the mofs ifle, lying a lit-
tle to the fouth of Inchconagan, about three quarters of a-
mile long and a quarter broad, contains 99 acres, moftly of
mofs, from which the village of Lufs and the neighbourhood
are fupplicd with peats. 475/, Incﬁlmaig, near a mile long,
and above a quarter of a mile broad, contains 145 acres, 66
of which are under a natural wood of old yews. The whole
ifland has for many years been kept as a deer park by the fas
mily of Lufs.

Pbhenomena.—~Lochlorhond has been long famed for three
wonders, viz. fifb without fins, waves without wind, and a

Sloating ifland. _Vipers, which abound in the iflands, and are
" fo far amphibious as to fwim from one to another, are pro-
bably the fi# withest fins. A man of undoubted veracity,
who lives in the village of Lufs, affirms that he has feen one
of them attempt to get into a boat in which he was, and
that it was inftantly killed.” A fwelling wave aithout any
wind perceptible at the time, is not peculiar to this lake. It
may be obferved, wherever there is a great extent of water,
if a calm immediately fucceeds a ftorm. DBut independent of
any commiotion in the atmnofphere, at the time of the re-
markable earthquake at Lifbon, in 1755, the water of Loch.
lomond rofe fuddenly fome feet above its former level, and
was otherwife uncommonly agitated ; and fome phenomena
of this kind, obferved at a remote period, may have been the
avonder alluded to. A fmail ifland lying tesr the weft fhore
of Tnchconagan, is called the Floating Ifland. Tt is now, at
leaft, fixed there ; but that it may have once floated is cre=
dible. In that cafe, it muft probably have been a mofly frag-

ment, detached by the waves from the neighbouring ifle of
Inch-
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Eschmoan, and kept together by the matted roats:of coasfey
grafles, gales, or Dutch myrtics, willows, 8. In s fmald
lake in the Highlands of Penhﬂnn, - M ﬁudof dm
i'-md aftually exifts ®. .

' RM:.--Then ave 4 rivers in the panﬂl allof 'luuh dd'a
charge themfelves into Lochlomond, but none of them are
remarkable for fize; 1#, The river From, which:sifesin
Glenfroon, and enters into the lake near the fouth end. of
the parith. 2dly, The river of Finlafs. 3dly, That of Lufs.
And, 4tbly, That of Douglafs, which forms a great part.of
the boundary between the pariﬂla of Lufs and Arrochar.

T, o B Ul

., Woeods, t&c~There are 880 acres :nder natural maod
Of thefe there aré about 500 almoft entirely under oak weodsg
which have been ufually cut down once in 209 years, and st
Jaft cutting prodaced about 14200 bolls of bark . A cutting
_ of the whole eak woods of that age, at an average of - prices
for 15 years paft, may be valued at 76001, They are -of
fuch extent as to admit of their being properly divided: intq
go feparate hags or parts, one of which may be cut every
year. The cutting commences about the beginning of May,
or as foon as the bark can be eafily pecled, and myft be ovu:
before the middle of ]uly. Formerly there was little asten~
tion paid to the manner in which the work was pqrfonpeQ;
but now case is taken that the trees fhall be all ¢yt doma
and peeled clofe to the ground, fo as to make the young
fhoots rife as much as poflible direftly from the ecarth, and
acquire roots of their own, independent of thofe of the pa-
sent ftock. For the fame purpofe, in rough and high
grounds,

® See Pennant’s Tour in #9773, 4to, part IL p. 18,
+ 1 he bolt of bark contains 10 flones Dutch weight,,
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grounds,  turoing the heath, or any hrnfhwood which. eam !
be colletted about the ftoeks, is found ¢o have am exccllent .
effc®.. Afier the woods are cut, they are, for 5 or 6 yeary,.
carcfully preferved from cattle. At that period, at 10 of 13,
and at 15 or 16 years of age, they are weeded or cleared
frot broom, briars, or whatever elfe is prejudicial to them, -
amd peoperly thinned. - The firft weeding is much for the
‘benefit of. the wood, but makes no immediate returns to the
psoprictor. The hoops got at the fecond will bear about ong
fourth of the expence ; and at the third, will do fomething,
more than clear the whole. Trees of cvery kind thrive .in
this country amazingly. An oak in the Bandry wood 96
years old, is 7 feet 3 inches in girth two feet above the
groomd;shus.in jts:cunk, which is 21 feet high, 45 falid fect
of :cinber,” 20d 'is cympated to have 4 bolls of bark. Ang+
thes osk.sour tho houfe of Camftraddan, which is abowt 8@
yoazs. 014, is 7 fect 2 inches in girth two fect above the
ground; has. it its trunk 36 feet of folid timber, and is come
puted-to have 2§ bolls of bark. But the trees of the great<
aft-fize in this parith are at Rofedoe. A yew tree there, at
the height of 2} feet above the ground is 12% feet, and a
fycamore, at the fan.e height, 13} feet in girth. Their agc
is uncertsin. "

"+ “T'he natural woods of this country confift of oak, ath, yew,
botly, moontai: ath, birch. hazel, afpen, alder, crab, haws
tRorn, and willows. Oaks thrive only in dry ground. Afhed
abound on the banks of the lake and near rills of waten
Yews are rorely found but in the iflands. Hallies are feats
tered through the woods, and meuntain athes often.grow in
elevated fituations. The remaining kinds are lefs valuable,
and frequently, therefore, diftinguithed by the name of bar-
gen timber.  The other indigenous plants are nearly the fame
s in ether parts of the Highlands, in fimilas foily and fitua-

. tions,
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tions. A few aré to be found, which are ufeilly confidered
as rare ; as, ifoetes lacuftris, or quillwort ; fibularia aquatica,
or awlWort ; alifma rahuncudoides, or leffér water plantain ¢
¢fmunda regalis, ot ﬂowcrmg ferny Etlwn Burg ¢fii, or crowned
lichen, &e¢.

Wild Animals.~The following is‘a lift of the wild animals,
obferved for fome ytars paft in this part of the country. The
names of fuch as are migratory, are diftinguifhed by an afte-
rifk (*) before them,

1. QUAD-



uy

.- o Ly

. Martes abietum,

Laiin Names,
Cervus dama. Lin. .
Cervus.capreolus. Lin.’
Canis vulpes. Lin. -
Catus fylveftris. - Klein.-
Urfus meles. Lin.
wu...!. .
Mufela putorius. - Lin,
Mouflela vulgaris, - Klein.
Mulflela ermincay- Ain.
Mufela lutra. Pm?
Lepus timidus.  Lim
Lepus hieme albus. Forft.

. Mus ratus. -Lis.

Mus amphibius., Lin.,
Masfylvaticus.  pin.
Mus mufculus.  Ling- -
Bus agreftiss  Line

Soren arancus. Lin.
Talpa ecpropaens. Lin.
Erinaceus, europaeps.. Lin.
Yefpertilis murinvs, Lin.

S

'L, QUADRUPEDS,

‘ Engli’h.
: Fallow deer
' Roe
Fox
b Wild cat
Badger
Pine martin
! Mo_on»n
ommon weafel
" Sioat, or ermine
" Otter
Common hare:

 Rat . :
" Water rat

Field moufe
Common moufe
Shoyttailadi monfp
Foetid {hrew moufe
Mole

Urchin

Common bats

. T
1

" Alpiné, or white hare|'

T

o

£}

Scotch,

Foumart

M

Q&ﬂ\ Nﬂo
Fiadh )
Karta
Sionnach; balgaire

" Cat fhiadbakch
- Bros

T aghan

FPoclan :
Neas . ’
Ddr an, 4or-chd
Maigheach -
Margheack gheal
Radun

Radar uifge *

Luch -

Dallag .

Fambh, dir-reathabb
&rdineag -
Laltag, dialiag.

IL BIRDS.
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Statiftical Account

Latin Nawes. ) Englifh. Scotch. ] Culhs
Falco fulvas. Lin. Ringeail cagle Biack cagle Toksir dbubb -
Falco ofifrages. Lin, 8ea eagie e Jolair
Falco Halisetus. Lin, Ofprey Tolair wifge - . .
Falco milvas. Lin.- Kite Glead" Clamban-gabblach; ersman.locsaidh
Falco buteo. Lin. : Conmton buzzard | —— Clamban N
Falco acruginofus. Lin. Moor burxard - e —
Falco cyanens. Lin Henharrier — An t-eun fionn
—Nw.wnnau accipiter. Raii. Rungtai —tte Bréid.air-tvin
Falco tinnunculos. Lin. . Keftrel — - ——
Falco fubbuteo. Lin. Hobby ) -_—
Falco nifus. Lim. Sparrow hawk - e Speir fbesg
Strix otus. Lin. , u\Q’“Agﬁ 3— m——— e——
Strix firidula. Lin. Tawny ow) —— —
Strix ulula. Lin. Browa owl Howlet Cumbachag, cailleach-oidbclg
Strix flammea. - Lin. White owl — Cailleach-ordhcne gheal
® Lanius excubitor. Lin. Great fhrike -
Corvus corax. Lin. Raven Corby Fitheach
Corvus frugilegus. Lin. Rook Craw - Creumbach, rdcus
Corvus cornix. Lin, Hooded crow Hoody Fionnag
Corvus pica. Lin. Magpie Piet - Proghaid
Corvus glandaricus. Lin. Jay Jay-piet Scriachag choille
. Corvus monedula. Lin. Jackdaw Daw )} Cathag
m. * Cuculus cinoras - | Cuckos. Gouk ﬁ Cuthag, cragy
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. Latin Names; =~

® Alcedo ifpida. Lin.. '
Certhia familiaris. Lin.
Tetrao tetrix. Lin. _v
Lagopus altera. Plinii. Raii. Syn.
Tetrao lagopus. Lin.
Tetrao perdrix. Lin,
Cqlumba palumbus. Lin.
Tuardus pilaris. Gefner. N

Turdus maficus. Lin.
Turdus iliacus. Lin.
Tordus merula. Lin.

Tardus torquatus! Lin,
Storrus cinclus. Lin.

* Ampelus garratas.  Lin,
Loxia pyrrhula. Lin.
Loxii chloris. Lin.
Emberiza miliaria. Lin.
Einberiza citrinela. Lin.
-Emberiza fchaenichus. Lin,

© Ewberitd nivalis. Lin.

, Lin,
-Lin.
-wm=ﬂo Hsmbo

{
- Englifh.
?wmmmon
Creeper
Btack Cock
Grous -
Ptarmigan
Partridge
Ring dove
Fieldfare
“Throftle
Nnﬂiuﬂ ,
Black bird
' Ring ounzel - -
! Water ouzel
. Chaterer
. Bullfinch
it Greenfinch:
Common banting

Reed fparrow

Chatiinelx °

Branibfing"

n.». ~ e ey

¥ a4l

II. BI R D S.—Luixp sixps.

-

Yellow- hamnmer

Scotch.
Spe—

Moor fowl

Pertrick
Cufhet-dow
Feltifare
Maevis -

. Buntlin

Yellow yeldring

Snow fleck
Gold fpink
Green _,m%t!s

PR T y—

Gablic.

n— e——

Coileach dubb
Coileack-ruadb
Tarmachan
Cearc-thomain
Miw&ha
iatruifp
ha.&w&mm

Lon dubb
Dubb-chraige
Cobba-uifpe

Gorcan ¢

weaiag-oouacoasr
Buidbeag bbealaidh

B an s.\wnr&&-»&

A .
Piiiean m&g) .
L YN

—

-t
-z
-

Vor. XVII

-3
-~

Fringilla

Kk
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. .
Latin Names.

Fringilla domeftica. Lin,

Linaria. Gefner.

® Mufcicapa grifola. Lin..
Alavda arvenfis. Lin,
Alauda arborea. Lin.
Alauda pratenfis, Lin.

- Motacilla atba. Lin.
Motacilla flava. Lin. -

® Motacilla phaeni¢urus. Lin.
. Motat¢illa rubecula. Lin.
_Motacilla trochilus. . Lin.
Motacilla regulus. Lin.
Motacilla troglodytes. Lin,

¢ Motacilla Onanthe. Lin.

® Motacilla rubetra. Lin.
Motacilla rubicula. * Lin.

® Motacilla fylvia. Lin.
Parus major. Gefner.

Parus caerdleus.  Gefner.,

Parus ater. Lin.

Parus caudatus.
° # Hirundo ruftica. * Lin. we
o, * Hirundo riparia. Lin.

anuc..

. Sparrow

_White throat

 IL BIRDS

Englifh.

Linnet

Fly catcher

Sky lark

Wooad lark

Tit lark

White wagtail
Yelow wagtail
Red ftart

Red breaft
Yellow wren
Golden crefted wren
Wren
Wheat-ear
Whin-chat
Stone-chatter

Great titmoufe
Blue titmoufe
Colemoufe
Longtailed titmoufe
Houle fwailow
Sand martin

~—LAxD-Biaps.
Scotch.

Titling

EHTTHT

I

. Uifeag

Riabbay choille
Riabbag mbonaidh

Breac-ant-sil

Ceann-dearg
Broinn-dearg

Dreathan

|

(%)

loickearan

|1}

Cailcheag chean-dubb

Q&.ta:.hu&.&
Gobhlan-gainbbich
Hiruade

A,.
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v Latin Names.
# Hirondo apus. Lin.
* Caprimuigus Europacus. Lin.

. Latin Names,
Agdea major. Lin,

® Scolopax rufticola, - Lin.
Scolopax gallinago. Lin.
Scolopax gallinula. Lin.

* Tringa vanellus. Lin.

* Tringa hypoleucos. Lin.

* Charadrius morinellus. Lin.

* Haematopus oftralegus. Lin.

. ® Rallus aquaticus. Lin.

® Colymbus criftatus. - Lia.

® Colymbus minor. Briffon.
Colymbus auritus. Lin.

® Alca Ar&tica. Lin.

®* Colymbus glacialis.. Lin.

* Colymbus immgr. Lin.

® Mergus fellatus, Bruanich.

o IL

" Englhs 3
Swift . d
Goatfucker

B IR D S.—Laxs-Birps.
Scoteh,

Watex-Fowers.

- Bnglifh,
munouah e
Woodcock
Common fnipe
Jack fnipe
Lapwing
Common lardpiper
Dotterel .,

Pied oyfter.catcher
Water Rail .
Great crefled grebe
Dutky grebe

Little grebe

Puffia

Northera diver
Imber

Speckled diver

’

Seatch.

I

Teuchit, peefweep

Sea.pict

|

Tom-nodd

Arran-ake

Gaslx.

Gaclic.
Corra riathach
Cadleach coille.

Croman ldin

Curcag, adbarcan-luachrach

Amadan mdintich
Gille-bride

|

Colymbus
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Latin Names.

‘® Colymbus feptentrionalis, Lin.

Larus canus. Lin.
Larus trida@yles. Lin.
Larus minuta. Lin.

® Mergus merganier.

' ® Mergus ferrator.  Lin.

. Mergus albellus. ~ Lin.

* Anas Cygnus ferus. Lin.

* Anas r. Lin.
® Anas clangula. Lin.
Anas bofchas. Lin.

® Anas ferina. Lin.

® Anas penclops.  Lin.
Anas crecca. Lin.
Pelecanus Carbo. Lin.
Pelecanus graculus. Line

Latin Names.
Rana temporaria. Lin,
Rano bofo. Lin. -
Lacerta agilis. Lins

1L w IRD S.—=Wartr-Fowes.

Englifp.

1 Red-throated diver

1 Common fea mall -

| Tarrock

Lefler tern

Goofander

Red breafted goof-
ander

The fmew

Wild {fwan

| Wild goofe

Golden eye

Mallard

- Pochard

Wigeon

Teal

Cormorant

Shag

1. REPT

Englif.
Frog
Toad
1 Scaly lizard

Scotch.

|

¥
E
1

[T

onwildduck

'

I

Paddock

=
RE

Lacertns
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. Latin Names,
Lacéttus vulgaris. Lin,
Coluber Berus. Lin.
Anguis fragilis. Lin,

 Laiin Names. -
Lampetra. Raii.
Muraena anguilla. Lim.
Pleurone@es Leviniae

Perca fluviatilis. Lim.
Salmo Salar. Lin.
Salmo trutta. - Lin.
Salmo Fario. Lin.
Salmo Alpinus. Lin.
Salmo Lavaretus. Lin.
Salmulus. Raii.

Efox Lucius. “Lin.
Cyprinus Rutilus. Lin.

- Cyprinus Phoxinus. Lin.

N REPTILES.

Englifb.
Brown lizard
Viper
Blind worm

IV. FI
Englifi
Lamprey
E .
Lachlomond #Bun-.

" . der

Perch
Salmon
Sea.trout
Trout
Charr
Gwiniad +
Samlet
Pike
Roach
Minow

4+ Pamwaxt.

‘Scotch,

— —

Adder - ;

S H.
Scotch
Lamper-eel

Bumo

J

Gaclic.

i

. Natbair

|

. Gaclic,
Deala-t/
Eafpann

wc-lochaidb, creagag ui)
Bradan » ereageg s
Gealag

. Breac

Tarragheal
Polla
Gobblackan
Geat-iafp

Mion-infg.

Popudation:
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Statificgl. dccount

Population.~According to the returns made to Dr Web-
fter in 1755, compared with the population in Martlf 1793,
the number of fouls in this parith has decreafed within thefe

49 years.

StatrsticaL TasLE or THE P4risa or Luss.

SouLs, FaMILIES, SEXES, &¢.

Population in 1755 978
——— in 1793 917

Decreafe 61
Number of families v
Males . - 448
Females - - 469

Perfons under 8 years of

ConpiTIONS, PROFESSIONS, &C.

'Pro;irietors refiding occa- ¢
‘ ﬁonally - - by
Ditto non-refiding = . 2

: Clergy lﬂen - - 1

" Membets of the Eftabli
thed Church 91§
Seceders - - 2

Schoolmafters - 2
s&]lolm - -

120
me ’ - - 76
- Innkeepers and retailers
of fpirits, ale, &c, - 9
Excife officers - 1
SIWPkeepeu - " e 3
Smiths - - 2
Mafons - - 2
“Carpenters and joiners 7

age - - 203
above that age 714
Married perfons 280
Widowers - - 15
Widows . - 36
Coopers - - 4
Corn-millers - 3
Liot-millers =~ - 1
Flax-dreflers - I
Weivers © =« - 11
Taylors - - 3
Shoemakers - 4

Journeymen and apprene

tices to weavers, tay-
lors, and fhoemakers 18

Male-fervants <. " 38
Female-fervants 4. - 47
Poor - - 10
Capital of their funds L. 150
"Annual jncome L.37
Boats - - ar

Wheel-carriages . 2
Carts
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Cats = - 59 Plosghs® = < 7

* 1 EXTERT AXD VALGE oF PROPERTY.

o : ‘A, R, F.
Number of Scotch acres arable ' ~- 1538 © 26.20
in meadow - 169 2 39.49

under pafture 14,873 3 31

be i iwoods . . 8% 1 33
—. . Total acres 1- 17,402 ¥ 9.60

Length in'Englith miles - - - 8
Avmge breadth in ditto -. = - 35
Value¢ rent ih Scotch money . l.1se0 0 o

Ral rent in 1393, in Sterling ditto 1660 0 ©
. VaLuE or 8Tock. .

110 Duughthorfes at L.1o 10 oeach Li1155 . 0 a
" 4 Carriage hotfes —— 30 0 0 —— 120 © ©

6 Baddle horfes ——— 1§ 0 0 —~. 90.0 ©
" 20 Beft cautte —— 8 0 0-— 160 0 O
514 Inferiordito —— ‘3 10 0 — 1799 0o ©
1875 Befttheep -—— 014 0 —— 131210 @
5625 Inferior ditte —— o010 6 — 295372 6
" 8 Swine —— 0 1§ O =i 6 o o

Total value of ftock ©= L. 7595 12 6

® Though the above number of ploughs is kept for the fake
of convenitnce, a much fmaller number would be fufficient . for
all the tillage of the parifh. oo

+ The oumber of acres, excepting in one farm, where they

are computed from the produce Reck, is afcertained by
adtual furveys made in the years 1770 and 1776,

ANNUAL




Account

Statiftieat.

ANNUAL PRODUGCE . _ ..

[ '
Cro Number of w..oav“._"_n Per | Total produce. { Price per boll. | Total value.
w TP . bolls fown. . B. F. P Lo o R |5 Lo s d
. 5 B. F. P. t 2

. * - .bhl‘_ -
. Oats 625 4 2 @ 2813 2 © o115 ¢ 2109 m 6

,Bear 47 8 o o 376 o o o018 o | . 338 o
"Peafe B 11 § 2 o, 137 3 o] oI6,0 | M:o o o

Potatoes . 87 12 0.0 le44 © © G 9.0 |~ 46916 o
. - " e Tk

. Stones. | Price per ftone. ,

Flagg = = — - .. 84 014 © ‘5816 o
; Meadow hay, or natural grafi  —. - 13220 qio ‘4 |+ ‘sz 6 8
| Sown grafs Ve = = == | 14430 e .0 6 | {360 15 ©
. . - ' ) oL .

Straw, at 3s. 6d. per boll, of corn and bear = — — = 1 igs719 9
.Pafture, at 2 L. per horfe, 1 1. per cow, and 2 5. per fheep  — — | 1524 0 O

Annual produce of woods and’ plantations = — = = ™ 400 0 ©
V. e—— — Enn‘ﬁﬂﬂaﬂma _— “oe - - 500 0 ©

Total value of annual v:&nn.ﬂ | L.6649 8 11
- Ce L
- ) ) - o Tt

[y S 4 e

TABLE



TasLh of Mainiiaced, Barrisns, inp Buniavs,

- From 1700 e 1910.

.57

Years. | Marriag Baptifuis.

| Males.| Fem, | Total.

1700 6 15 12 37

1701 6 15 9 24

1703 8 4 5 9

1703 9 13 4 17

1704 Li 8 14 33

170§ 9 17 17 34

1706 8 1 13 24

31707 10 9 9 18

31708 15 13 3t 23

T 1709 7 | 32 | 16 | 37

- 1m0 8 20 16 36
1711 13 19 [ 23 |

1713 13 ] 15 29

1718 8 16 1 37

1714 g0 8 4 33

ayis 6 17 | 18 85

1716 13 1] " 28

171 7 15 9 2

7 13 3 9 12

L A 9 18 LR 24

' Total number for 20 years

preceding 1780 — 881 | 265 | 349 | 514

Annual average 9 ,',] 13 ,‘,I 125 2 5,%

VQLo IV 1L

L1

TazrLs
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- 'TaBLE ‘oF MARRIAGES, BarTisMs, aAND BURIALs,

From 1774 to 1793.

Years. | Marriag. Baptifms. Bur.
Males.| Fem | Total.
1774 T3 24 13 36 it
1775 1 20 14 34 12
1776 9 15 11 26 17
17717 -9 17 13 30 10
1778 7 | 17 | 15| 32 | 13
1779 10 16 10 26 [4
1780 3 16 1t 27 | 17
1781 13 | ag 14 29 17
‘1782 13 14 10 24 io
v . 1783 [1 14 16 30 10
ot 1784 13 n 14 25 o
178¢ 11 15 .| 14 29 12
1786 9 13 16 29 12
1787 1 12 9 21 7
1788 10 15 1t 26 15
1789 4 | 14 17 | 3t 11
1790 4 12 12 | 24 13
1791t 4 i3 a1 34 12
. 1792 12 ' 15 22 17
v 1793 1 | oas 13 28 | 8
Total number for 20 { ’
years preceding 1792 170 | 295 | 368 | 563 | 240
' Annual average 8,’UL x.ﬁ%f 133 | 28| 12
- :

From the foregoing table of marriages, baptifms, and bu-
rials, as recorded in the parifh regifter, it appeurs that the
population, for 20 years paft, is not very different from what
it was at the beginning of this century. About 35 years

" ago, upon the introduion of fouth country fheep, an union
of farms took place, which, at the time, muft have dimini-

thed
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fixed the number a fittle. But. that lofs has.fince been more
than compenfated, by the additional hands employed in the
~ flate-quarries and other works.

Agriculture, Produce, and Imports.—The principal crops are
oats, bear or big, and potatoes. Peafe and flax are likewife
raifed, but in fmaller quantities. "Upon fome of the farms,
artificial graflcs have of late been cultivated with fuccefs.
Oats, peafe, and flax, are fown from the middle of March
to the end of April, and bear from the end of April to the
beginning of June. Potatoes are planted from the middle
of April to the 1oth of May. The crops are commonly ”
reaped from the beginning of September to the beginning of
October, and all got in before the middle of that moath,
‘But in unfavourable feafons, the harveft is fometimes not
over till the 10th of November. The parith does not fup.
ply itfelf withr meal.  About 200 bolls are annually im.

portéd.

Horfes and Black Cattle.—Few horfes are bred in the pa- .
rith. They are generally bought at the different markets,
for the purpofes of agriculture.” Cows are mofily kept for
the convenience of families. Befides maintaining the ftock,
however, a few calves are fattened every year tor the butcher,
and fome young cattle are reared for fale.

8heep.—The higher grounds are now ftocked almoft en-
tirely with fheep, of which there are about 7500. They are-
all of the black-faced Linton kind, and kept almoft entirely
for breeding, for which the nature of the pafture is more
adapted than for fattening. A breeding ftock of 6oo fheep,
for taking care of which one good herd or fhepherd is rec-
koned




e Staiflical deponnt
kened fullicient, commonly confifts, at Whntfunday, of tb,e

followmg proportions ;
" Breeding ewes - - : goo
Year old ewes, for fupplymg the place of oldpm 8q
T“P’ - : < ° + o 2
6

STATEMENT QF THE YEARLY EXPENCE OF unucmc
4 BreepinG S'rocx OF 600 SHEBP.

Toa hergl»s wages, paid commonly by the pafture
of6otheep - - - L7110 q
To his own and his dog’s maintenance 6 10 o
Toagnypwgiv'enuni. T 86 9.
——— L; 14 6 “ﬂ
To the expence of fmcmng 540 of aid fgck 3»1 6.
To ditto of fhearing or cﬁppmg the whale 4 .
faid ﬁock - .. u Q
To ditto of gathenng and brmglng to market . ,,; 10 o
To intereft of ftock, at §3s. per head for the . |
brecdmgewes and tups, apd 9% 64d. fo( , N
the year old. ewes, being 3761. e Lz ;6_’ _g

Togont - .- - - - ;z\), 1p 9
. . . . ———h

o . f~9° !

: ’ Y hs"z

AMOUNT OF THE ANNUAL Sn.is. Je o

RE R |

By 330 draft lambs, being the ufual number for o
fale, after referving the proportion pecefla T
ry for maintaining the ftock, lofles, &c.— '

300 of ditto fold at 41, 103, and 30 of the
wor&,callcdﬂqt:,atzl. ss.perclzdfcorcL 6] 10 @

By 54 draft or flack ewes, at 6s. 6d. - .17 1L 0

-

Carried formgd ~ Li8g 1 o
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- Brought forward~ - L. g 'x'm'
Byloyucmbemgfuchascitherhdm :

lambe, or loft them early, at 13 5. e 110 .0
By 6 odsupsy at 128,: - -+ 312 o
By 460 fleeces white, 10 to the &one, 46

ftones, at 7 8. - - - 16 2 @
ﬂyuoﬂegcplad, 7tothc&onc. a,oftonu,

atss. - . - § oo

L § o

Yearlyexpcncg 90 5 Q

. Neatptoﬁt ,I-fzg ?o °

The profit mﬁbg ﬁ'om fnch a ﬁock, fcem madqgmg(.
&eirouble and #iky but it is to be obferved, that, in moft
fheep farms, there ire fomelow arable’ and grafe groends,
the produce of which; in eRimating their valae, is fcldom
fakdn into the account. Much depends upon the times, and
much' upon management, In‘the event of & fevere winter
or fpring, the number of lambs for fale falls often ofe third
fhort of the, foregoing Ratement. The difeafe catted draxy,
8 at times ttry deftr@ive ‘to them, though ndt neatly fa
gnch fo of late, as when the grounds were firft laid uhder
fheop: clt Qldom attacks any but the lambs or hogs, i. e.
yeatlings. Wedder lambs are more fubjeét to it than ewe
lambs, and the fasteft and heft frequently fall a facrifice to it,
when the lean efcape. It is moft fatal to them on a change
of weather from froft to thaw, ér‘thaw to froft, bat efpecially
during hoar froft, In open witttes few fuffér by it. Taking
care that the pafture is neither tog rich nor too poor,- is rec~
koned the moft effetual way of ptevemmg it, and changing
the pafture immediately, the moft effeCtual way of curing it,
‘With u;e view of preventing difeafér, deft¥oying vermin, dev
fendm;




263 Statifiical Account

fending from rain, and preferving the wool, it is ufual, about
the beginning of November, to lay the tups and lambs, and
a few of the weakeft ewes, with tar and butter. For the
the fame purpofe, many now bathe the reft of their’ fhecp
with a ftrong infufion of tobacco, broom teps, &c.

Farms, Rents, t8'e.—The fize of the farms is varions, In
the lower part of the parith, where the priacipal dependence
is upon grain and black cattle, befides the lands poflefled im-
mediately by the proprietors, there are 10 farms, containing
from 50 to 164 acres, and paying from 20l. to 8ol Ster-
ling of rents and there are g4 fmaller pofleffions, rented
from 21. 10s. to 20l. There are likewife 12, which may
be properly called fbeep farms, contaiving from 222 to 2880
acres, moftly of hill palture, and paying from t1l. to 8o l.of
yearly rent, The average rent of a theep’s paltare in the pa.
xith at prefent, (for which an acre and a half of hill greund
is neceflary).is from 1s. to 1 5. 6d.; but on anylands which
have been let of late, it is confiderably higher. Upon two
of thefe fheep farms, the {maller tenants have a common
right of pafture to 6 or 7 harfes ; and there is one hill, con-
fifting of 784 acres, which is faid moftly under theep, and
which is entirely in the ‘hands of 11 of the fmaller tenants,
each of whom is entitled to keep there a certain proportion
of cattle, Befides the faid grain and theep farms, there are
feveral cottages, to which 3 garden, and fometimes an acre,
or half an acre of land is annexed. The tenants of the
fmaller farms, as well as the cottagers, depend often more
upon days labour, or fome other employment, than apon the.
produce of any land they poflefs,

Wages, Provifions, Fuel, &'¢—~The common wages of mes.
{ervants arc from 71, to gl. a year, with their maintenance s
. of
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" of maid fervants; from 3 1. to 41. The ufual day’s wages of
men are from 8 d. to 10d. with mainteaance, and from 18,
to 1s. 3d.without it; of women, 6d. with it.—The price
of provifions of every-kind is very much regulated by the
prices in Dumbarton and 'Greenock, which are the neareft
market towns, For thefe 4 years paft, oat meal has fold from
16s. 6d. to 208 per boll; the beft lambs, weighing from
15 Ib, to 18 Ib. from 4s. to §s.; a hen, from 10d.to 1s.3
a chicken, from 3 d. to 4d.; buter,at 12s. the ftone; cheefe,
from 4. 6d.to 6s. the ftone.—Coals, including the freighe
from Glafgow or Scotftow, coft from 6s. 6d. to 10s. the
cart, which fhould be 12 cwt. Peats and flicks are the
common fuel, a0d not much lefs expenfive. '

i 8taté of. Property, &c.—There are 3 heritors, one of whom
refides oceaionally. Sir JamEs CoLquHoUN of Lufs, Bart.
is proprietor of far the greateft part of the lands in the pa-
rith. The family rcfidence is about 3 .miles fouth from Lufs,
at [Rofedee or Rofidew, i. . the black promontory or head«
land, a name which is not now very applicable to it, asit is
finely wooded, and the black mofs which once abounded
there is now moftly converted into meadow. There is an
excellent modern houfe there, which comrhands fome noble
views of the lake. It was built by the late Sir James Col-
quheun, ‘who refided in the parifh for many years, the in-
fuence of whofc authority and example, in checking all ten.
dency to diforder, and in promoting the interefts of virtue
and religion, is fill feufibly felt, and his memory, therefore,

mach and juftly rcfp.e&cd.

- Minerals.—There are two {late quarries, one upon the
eftatc of -Camftraddan, and the other upon the eftate of Lufs.

From the former of thefe, for 5 years paft, from 250,0c0°
: to

-



10 360,000 {lates, and from the latter quarry, frem 120,688
to 170,000 flates have been annually expotted. Some of
them were fent to Greenock, Glafgow, and Paifley, bt
the greater part to the banks of the Leven, and arofs Loch-
lomond to Stirlingthire. The flates are of an excellent qus-
lity, and were fold at from 1l. 43, to 1L 15s. the thou-
fand, From 10 to 20 hands have been employed in the
Camfiraddan quarry, and about 10 in the other. Some of
them work upon days wages; but the greater part by the
piece. They commonly get at the rate of 1§s. per 1000y
and it takes 13. 4d. per 1000 to lead the flates from the
quarry to the fhore. In the fouth end of the parith there
is likewife a very good frec-ftone quarry, from which the
ftones to the houfe of Rofedoe, and the other principal houfes
in the parith, have been taken; but it is only wrought otcas
fionally.

Manufallyres.~In 1790, 8 cotton-mill was erefted ness
the village of Lufs. It is of the fize moft fuitable to the
place, fufficiently large to give bread to fuch a3 might dthere
wife be in want of employment, but not to give enceurage.
ment to the vices which are fo apt to abound, wherever 3
jpromifcuovs multitude of people are affembled. From 30
to 4o hands, young and old, have been ufually employed in
it. Of late, owing to the general ft4gnation of trade; littlé
work has been carried oninit, A thread manufacture, upon

2 fmall fcale, is likewifc carried on at Dunfin, near the fout
end of the parifk.

Antiquities —About a mile and a quarter fouth from Lafi,
there arc the remains of a large cairn, or heap of fanes,
called Carn-ma-chenfiig, or, the Cairn of St. Keffog, who'ls
faid, at an carly period, to have fuffered death theré, and

to
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"o Hake Béen buried in the church of Lufs. He'waslong

"revered, t_hc:j"_cforc, as the tutelar faint of the parith®. In
the chiirch-yard there are fome ftone coffins of ‘confiderable
’a’b’t‘iquity; Each of them confifts of one entire ftone, with a
cavity cui'o’ut of it, fit for holding a dead body at its full
lcngt!l, and a ftone Lid for covering it. TThere is no infcrip-

“tion upot cither of them. ‘

; 'Cburq5 t, &'¢.~The church is uncommonly good. It was
blullt ig 177 1, by the late Sir James Colquboun of Lufs,
'vi(jg_l‘iosit ’l_aying any part of the burden ypon: the other heri-
fmtorsf.‘. Thé manfe was built in 1m0, is infufficient, and at
;;;cf%n;in‘nccd of repair. The liviog confifts of 72 bolls. of
‘oat-meal, at the rate of 8} ftones per boll, 6 bolls of bear,
“§T §24)°0% d: Sterfing in money, and a good glebe. There
is a procefs of augmentation ‘at- prefent -depending.  Sir
James Colquhoun is patron of the parith, ‘

Schools

- % The high veneration-in which the memory of this faint
was held ip carly times, appears from a charter to John, Laird
of Lufs, preferved in the chartulary of Lennox, which Robert,

. Ring'of ‘Scotland, corifirms inthe soth year of his reign :
. %+@mmibus hoc: fesiptum vifuris,’ vel asdituris, Malcolmnos
¢ Comgy de Levenax, {fdlotem in Ghrifto. Noweritis nos ob re-
®Verehtiam ct honorem, fan&iGmi viritﬁiii Kessocr patroni
o-npieldéedifle, conceffiffe et hac pracfente. Charta noftra con=
« firmaffe diledto ét:fidali Bachalario noftro Domino Joanne de
4 Lufs, et haeredibus fuis quibufcunque talem libertatem, quod
¢ nos nec haeredes noftri prifas captiones feu carriagia infra
‘¢ terras fuas de Lufs, quas de nobis tenet hagreditarie capiemus.
«"Coneeflimus fimiliter,” .&c.

. . . . . N 1
" 4 The church of Lufs was one of the 6 churches within his

diocefe, which, in 1429, John Cameron, bithop of G afgow,

_with the confent, and at the defire of their réfpectivé patrons,

ere@led into prebendarics.

Vor. XVII, Mm
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. Behools and Poor.~There are two fchobls, for esch of
. which a good houfe has been lately built. One of thefe is
+ the parith fchool, in which the number of fcholars is gene-
.rally from 30 to §o. The falary is 101, Sterling. The
ifchool fees for reading Englifh are 1. 6 d. per quarter ; for
.reading and writing, 2. 3 for arithmetic, 25 64d.; and for
Latin, 5s. The other fchool is fupported by the Society
for propagating Chriftian Knowledge. The number of fcho-
Jars who attend it, during the whole or part of the ycm-, is
about 8o, The emoluments of the fchoolmafter confit of
-13 L Sterling of falary, 2 dwelling houfe, garden, cow’s grafs,
and fome fchool fees. Lhe children of the poor are taught
gratis.

The Socisty have likewife of lato allowed a falary for a
{ewing fchool at Lufs. The number of poor, at prefent up-
on the roll, is 10. Some of thefe get weekly, and others
accafibnal fupplies, according to their neceflities. The funds
for their fupport arife from the collections on Sunday, rents
of feats in the church, marriage and mort-cloth dues, and
the intereft of 150l. Sterling of ftock, amounting, at an a-
verage, to 371, Sterling yearly, L.go of ‘the faid ftock
were bequeathed by the late Robert Carmichael, Efq; -of
Broomley.

Language and Chara&ler.~South from Lufs, Englith, and
north from it the Gaelic, is the prevailing language. The
fervice in church is performed in each of thefe.—The peo-
ple, in general, arc fober and induftrious, humane and cha-
ritable, They dre regular in their attendance on the ordi.
nances of religion. The example, in this refpet, of the fa.
milies of chief rank for many years paft, has, without doubt,
had confiderable influence upon thofe in inferior fRations. -

Roads,
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Roods, Ale-boufes, s ~The roads have of hté beeh much
attended te, and are at prefent in good repair. In the 1786,
an a& of Parliament was obtained for converting the ftatute
habour of this couaty into money, which has had goad efa
fe&l—-‘l‘hﬂe are g licenfed ale and whiky houfes, and one

- Four years ago there were 5 licenfed ftills for dlﬁlu
hng whifky 3 now there is but one of 36 gallone. :

- Advontages and Difadvantages.—The principal difadvamtss
ges, under which this parith habours, are the great expence
of fuel, the fearcity of natural manures, and the high price
of labour, and of every neceffary of life, owing to the neighs
bourhood of fo many great maimfa&nring concerns; bug
that neighboorhood, on the other hand, is a great advamagé
to fuch as have any articles to difpofe of.

Hints for Imprmmmu.-—-Woodo in gemeral, and oak
woods in particular, are now become valuable every where,
and cfpecially upon the banks of Lochlomond. Whatever;
therefore, relates to their improvement, muft be well wor-
thy the attention of every proprietor, A acre of oak wood
here, at an average, is worth from 10s. to 12s. a year;
which is a much greater return than could be had from ag
much greund of eqnal quality in any osher way whatever.—
The firft great object to be attended to, is- the inclofag the
great body of the wood witk a fufficient flone dyke. The
temporary wooden fence, which is commenly raied round ig
every time it is cut, feldom lafts abave 4 yeaes, and aften an
mounts to one third, fometines to one half the expence of 2
ftome wall. ‘The wood thus inclofed fhaukd, as foon. as cite
cumftances will permit, be taken emtirdly into the proprice
tor's hands, whofe intereft it will be to eacourage the natue
ral growth of oak, afh, holly, and other valuable timber, and

to
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to plant all the vacant fpaces with trees fuited td the fail.
Oak woods.are never. entirely out of the reach of cattle, and
they ought never, therefore, to be pcﬁnitted to enter them.
For 4 or § years, all agree they muft be carefully preferved from
them; and, after that time, if they are thriving, and the_fod/ is
fufficiently thick, the pafture in them is no object. As to the
age at which an oak wood fhould be cut,there are different opia
nions. That there is a period, however, beyond which it thould
not be permitted to grow, cannot be doubted. After it is qut,
the moft vigorous {hoots are always obferved to fpring from
well rooted young ftocks, from 3 to 6 iaches in diameter,
Some of thefe will grow the firft year from 4 even to. 7 feet
in height, and near the ground will meafure above half an
inch in 'dia.metcr'. In proportion -as the parent flocks are
older and larger, the thoots arc lefs vigorous, and when the
ftocks are 13 or 14 inches in diameter, there are ecither no
young fhoots at all, or they are very feeble. If the great
obje&, therefore, be to produce, at ftated periods, & quanti-
ty of bark for the market, it muft be the ruin of a copfe
kept for that purpoft to allow it all to grow very.old. If in
this country it exceeds much the ufual period of .20 or 22
years, the bark becomes inferior in quality, and the foo/ will
foffer more by age, than the additional value of the timber
and bark can compenfate.  In order ta make any oak wpod,
however, fell to advantage, it is neceffary that there thould
be a certain proportion of timber of different fizes, as well as
bark. At every cutting, therefore, it is ufual to leave fo
many _flandard trees of different ages, for the benefit of future
fales. Thefe fhould always be healthy and vigorous, and
cither in the outer fkirts of the wood, or in- vacant fpaces,
where they are detached from other trees. When left with-
put judgment in the thickeft part of the woad, being depri-

. _ o ved
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ved of their former thelter, they feldom. thrive themfelves,
and by their drop-and fhade hurt all the young growth a.
round them. Prunning or lopping -off great branches from:
any of thefe ought carcfully to be avoided. Though the
fcar may heal outwardly, yet it never. fails .to introduce rot<
tennefs, lefs or more, into the heart, which hurts the tlmbcr»
and impairs the. vigour of the tree.- : 2

- As to the arable -and beft grafs gtmmds, the mcloﬁng
thqm, as well as the woods, with a_fufficient fence, is the
firft great improvement of which they are capable. Of what
kind the fence fhould be, nature, if attended to, will feldom
fail to direc. - In high and expofed fituations, hedges will
mot {ucceed; but there ftones commonly abound. In the
lower - grounds, where flones are not plentiful, hawthorn
hedges may be raifed with advantage..- But of .all plants for
this purpofe, holly promifes to anfwer be@t. Holly thrives
every where in this country, as in its native foil; and it

makes not only the moft ornamental, but likewife the clofeft, .

and the beft of hedges. The time which ‘it ‘takes to raife.
the plants from the feed, and the-cxpenee of getting them
from a nurfery, is the great bar to the general ufe of them,
That bar might here be eafily removed ; the hollies whick
-grow wild in the- woods, naturally lay their own "branches,
which, as foon as they touch the ground, fretly take root.
‘With a little affiftance from art, a fufficient number of well
rooted plants could foon be got, which might fafely be tranf-
planted at fuch an age as to make almoft an immediate
fence. .

- The having thc wholc lands of a country cngroﬁ'cd into
a few bands, is certainly much againft the public intereft.
Every man, howcver, who depends entirely upon the pro-
duce of his fields, ought to have, at leaft, as much land as is
fufficient for affording himfelf and - his family a comfortable
fubfiftence
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fubfiience and conftant employment ; and if he pofiefles any
wafie land, he ought to have fufficient encouragement from
the proprietor for taking it into tillage, and impreving it.
When the cafe is otherwife;, he is under a temptation of
ruining his ground, by over-cropping it, one of the muoft
prevailing errors in the prefent Highland fyftem of farming.
But the man, on the other hand, whofe chief dependence is
upon days labour, or fome other employment, ought to have
land fufficient only for fupplying his family with milk, pota-
toes, and other neceflaries, but not fo much as te divest his
attention from his proper bufinefs. Grazing farms, raad ef-
pecially fheep farms, muft, from their nature, be on a greater
feale. In them a great range, and a varicty of pafture, are
mdifpenfibly neceflary. As much as the ftate of property,
thorefore, will permit, their boundaries ought to be the
great boundarics of nature, When the pafture of a hjll or
mountain is parcelled out among two or three different te-
nants, without any inacceflible guliies or rocks to form a line
of feparation, the cattle of each will be conftantly trefpaffiag
fomewhere, and therefore conftantly chaced from one past to
another, fo that neither will receive much benefit from it.
Common pafture, in fuch a cafe, is feldom found to be a re.
medy for the evil. Whatever wife and juft regulations may
at firft be laid down for fixing the proportion of cattle to be
kept by éach, they are never in fa&k adhered to; and the
ground is always averflocked.

The prefent breed of fhecp in this parith may perhaps be
changed with advantage. In every attempt of this kind,
however, great caution is neceflary. The trial fhould &irft
be made with fmall parccls, and rather by the propristars
than by the tenants. Shoep are delicate animals, fubje® to
many difeafes, and when they are taken from one country:
to another, or ovea from qge farm to another, it takes

fome
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fome time before they are habituated to their new fituation,
and thrive in it. When & man takes a fheep -farm, there-
fore, he endeavours, if poffible, to purchafe from the oute
going tenant the ftock of ftheep upon it, which he reckons
at the rate of at leaft 2s. a head more valuable to him than
to any other. ,
Though the tenants are now more comfortably lodged
than they once were, there is flill, in that refpe&, room for
improvement. In a country which abounds fo much with
flates, it may appear furprifing that fo few of the houfes
fhould be covered with' them, though there can be no doubt,
but in the iffue, they would be found lefs expenfive than

any thatch which could be ufed. The great obftacle to the

ufe of them for that purpofe, at prefent, is the expence of
the timber required. That obftacle, it is hoped, will in
time be removed. When the cxtenfive and thriving plane
tations, in different parts of the ceuntry, have grown up,
timber will be more cafily got.

All thefe improvements, however, are more wanted in
many other parts than here, where fome of them have al-
ready taken place. Within thefe 26 years, abeve go00l.
Sterling have been laid eut upon the eftate of Lufs alonc, in
inclofing the woods and arable grounds with fufficient ftone
dykes and other fences, and in planting; not to fpeak of the
fums expended upon ether improvements. Within the
fame fpace of time, near 100 acres of wafte land have been

brought into tillage, and now produce tolerable crops.

NUM:
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NUMBER XVIL

PARISH OF SMALL ISLES.

(CounTIES OF INVERNESS AND ARGYLE—PRESBYTERY
oF SkY.—5YNop oF GLENELG).

By the Rév. Mr DoxarLp M¢LEaN, Minifer.

Name, Situation, and Extent,

HIS parith confifts of four iflands, Eigg, Rum, Camaz,
'T and Ifle Muck. It was a part of the parifh of Sleat,
" until the year 1726. At its cretion into a feparate charge,

it was called the pariﬁ: of Eigg, (it being the moft valuable
$fland, and that in which the minifter refides), or Short Ifles.
In procefs of time, the name was, by an eafy tranfition,
changed from Skorz to Smal Ifles. Eigg is fituated in the
county of Invernefs, the other three iflands are in the coun-
ty of Argyle.  The parifh is in the prefbytery of Sky and
fynod of Glenelg. Eigg is between 4 and g miles in length,
and from 2 to 3 in breadth. Through the middle of it
there is a hallow, called, in Gaelic, Bagg, hence the ifland
derives its name. It is computed to be about 8 miles weft
from the point of Arrifaig, the neareft part of the main land.
Rum is fituated about § computed miles W. N, W. from
Eigg. It feems to derive its name from the Gaelic word
Rbhum, Ggnifying extent, as it is the moft extenfive of thefe
iflands, being 8 miles long, 8 miles broad, and containing
above 22,000 fquare acres. Canngis 4 computed miles weft

from

.
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from Rum, and is about 4 tomputed miles long, and one
broad. Ifle Muck lies about 4 miles W S. W. from the
acareft part of Eigg. is between 2 and 3 autles in length, and
one in breadth, This ifland 1s called in Gaelic, Eillean nan
Muchd, which, literally tranflated, is, Jflunda of Swine ; hence
Ifle Muck, and Buchauan very properly cails it Injuls Por-
corum, :

Appearance.—~The ifland of Ei.g is partly flat, but princie
pally hilly and rocky. 1he hills are covered with heath,
which, in fome places, is mixed with coarfe grafs. lts iow
grounds are partly deep, partly fhaliow, and tolerably pro-
dulltive, where there is a depth of 1oil. Rum is in general
hilly, mou1 tainous, and rocky, much fitter tor pafture than
crop Canna is partly high, and partly 1ow groiung, the high
good for pafture, and the.low for crop  Ile Muck is pretty
low, excepting one hill of no confiderable height; its foil is
in general good. The height ot the Rum hills alone feems
worthy of notice, but for want of proper inftruments. it can-
mot at prefent be afcertained. Ot thefe the fummits are al-
moft wholly rocky and barren.

. Vegetable and Animal Produftions.—The parith produces,
barley, oats, potatoes, flax, kais, and a few other garden
fuffs in fmall quantities. In Canna, great oats anfwer pret.
ty well; on Eigg, the cultivation of this grain has been at-
tempted for two years paft, but did not tucceed. Afer it
comes to the ear, it is lodged, and great part of it rots on
the ground, owing to the frequent and heavy falls of rain.
On barley and fmall oats, the rain has often a fimilar eft. &,
though not in an equal degree. It is with reafon believed,
that green crops would anfwer better.. The crop feldom af-
fords the inhabitants a competent {ubfiftence. For feveral
..Vop. XVII, Nn yearg
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years paft, a confiderable quantity of meal has beep annually
imported, it having béen-ncccﬁ'nry to feed their cattle with &
great part of their own crop, during the winter feafon, efpe~
cially when fevere. 1he feed time begins about the firit of
April, and the harveft about the 12th of September. In
Ife Muck the harveft is fomewhat later, and yet the feed-
time fomewhat earlier. Laft year, 1793, the crop was not
all got in till near the end of November. The fhores would
produce about 50 tons kelp annual'y, if the feafon was yery
favourable, but the quantity muft depend greatly upon the
weather. The animals reared in the parith are hories, horne
ed cattle, theep, and a few goats. Horfes are reared for fale
in Rum only: They are ha:dy and high mettled, though of
3 fmall fize. The horned cattle of Canna and Ifle Muck
grow to a confiderable fize, owing to the fincnefs of their
graﬁ.; but, when carried to mwarker, they are liable to a dif-
temper called the bloady'umu which of courfe reduces their
price. Mot of the farmers in Eigg, and the principal tack{-
man in Canna, rear a few of the fmaller fort of theep for
the ufe of their families. One farm in Eigg was begun to
be ftocked with black faced fheep, about two years ago.
They feem to multiply and thrive well. There are no theep
in Ifi, Muck. In Rum, there is a confiderable number of
fmall native fheep; their flefh is delicioui, and their wool’
valuable. A quantity of it 1s fent yearly to the Redcaftle
market, near Invernefs, where it often fells at 14s. the
ficne, while other wool fells about half that price. This
ifland feems beft calculated for rearing fheep, being almoft
wholly covered with hills and high niountains, but the pro-
prictor’s attachment to the inhabitants, has hitherto prevent-
ed its being ftocked with them onfy. In Rum there were
formcrly great numbers of deer; there was alfo a copfe of
vood, that afforded cover to their fawn from birds of prey,

prti-
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particularly from the eagle: While the wood throve, the
deer alfo throve ; now that the wood is totally deftroyed,
the deer are extirpated.  Before the ufe of fire arms, their
method of killing deer was as follows: On each fide of a
glen, formed by two miountains, ftone dyke§ were begun
pretty high in the mountains, ahd carried to the lower part
of the valley, always drawing nearer, till within 3 or 4 feet
of each other. From this narrow pafs, a circular fpace was
inclofed by a ftone wall, of a height fufficient to confine the
deer; to this place they were purfued and defiroyed. “The
veftige of one of thefe inclofures is ftill to be feen in Rum.
In Canna, there are fome wild rabbits of a greyifh colour.
In this parith rats abound ; lately a remarkable one, purely
white, has been killed in Eigg. It was the only rat of this
appearance ever feen in the place. “Thé amphibious animals

are feals and ottersy the blubber of the one is made into oil,

and the fkin of the other is fold for fur; at a price propor-
tionate to its fize; fome of them have been fold for above
125. Sterling. Though the grown up feals feed at fea, they
fuckle their young on thore, There are two diltinét fpecics
of feals, a fmaller and a larges; the fmaller brings forth its
young about the middle of fummer, and the larger about the
middle of harvef. It is faid the young are tully fat, and
often killed, betore they bring them into the fea. The prin.
tipal kinds of fith caught upon theie coafts are herrings, cod,
and ling. The herrings are fome years caught in Loch Sere-
fort in Rum, during the month of Auguft ; but the inhabi«
tants being ill provided in fithing materials, fcldom catch a
competency for their own families, The cod and ling are
caught moftly on the coafts of Canna and Ifle Muck, the
fithing ground being moft convenient to the harbours in
thefe flands. They arc exported to the Clyde market, and
the ling fold from 3 I, to 31 105, per 120 ling, ‘Lhe Cear-

ban
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ban or fun-fith appear in May, and fometimes remain tild
July. Their liver alone is ufeful for making oil. fome of
thein yielding 12 barrels. This oil is alfo moft frequently
exported to the Clyde market, Diffcrent other kinds of
fithes are caught, of fome bencfit to the inhabitants; but
it is unneccflary to particularife them here.—Uhe land and
fea birds in this parith are much’the fame with thofe ia
the neighbouring iflands.  Birds of prey are numerous;
groufe- are fornd in Rum and Figg There are fome pi-
geons, and a few wild ducks. The puffing are found in con-
_fiderable numbers, which, though fea fowls, lay and hatch
fometimes at a great diftance from the thore, even near the
" tops of high hills. Their young, before they leave the neft,
are as large as the dam, tranfparent with fat, and delicious
to the tafte of many. It is believed, that the young puffia
becomes fo weighty with fat, as to be unable to take the
wing and leave its neft: To remedy this inconvenience, the
“old puffin is faid to adminifter forrel, to extenuate, and ren-
der it fit for flying. It is, at any rate, a known fa&, that
forrel is commonly found to grow near the puffin’s neft.
There is a fmall kind of black crow peculiar to Eigg, having
its body, back, head, and neck, of a greyith blue colour, and
feemingly of the fize of a pigeon. In fome of the high hills
of Rum, ptarmigans arc found. In refpe& ot fize, they are
fomewhat lefs than groufe ; and, for fecurity againft birds of
prey, they aflume the colour of the ground ; in cold feafons
they are white as fnow ; in other feafons they are fpotred
white and blue, like the craggy cliffs among which they
live. Here plovers are not numerous. Therc are a few
curlews, foipes, and herons, with many other birds, of too
little importante to be feverally mentioned. Our migratery
birds are rails, cuckows, woodcocks, fwallows, apctic gulls,

and
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snd folan geefe. The periods of their arrival and departure
arc too well known to be infitted on,

Tides. Iflands, and Harbours.—In general, the tide of flood
fets north, the tide of ebb fouth ; but it often varies, accors
ding to the fituation of the coafts of the iflands, Gn the
fouth coaft of Eigg, there is a fmall ifl.ind, called Eillan Chaf-
tel. which is good for patture, and a pendicle of a contiguous
farm in Eigg. A few perfons, terding cartle, live upon it
during a part of the tummer months orily. The found bee
tween this ifland Jnd Eigg, makes a tolcrable harbour for a
few veflels not exceeding 50 tons. It has no great depth of
water, and confequently, with fjring tides, fuch veflcls are
apt to take the ground, the conlcquence ot which, in fevere
weather, might be dargerous. This harbour is in the
courfe of veflels from the point of Ardnamurchan to ifle
Oronfay in Sleat, oppofite to Loch Urn, and nearly equi-
diftant from the latter and Tobermory, L'hcre are two
entrances (0 it, the onc frem the fouth-weft, and the o-
ther from the north-caft, in a line parallel to the above
courfe, and fo muft be a good outlet for either of the afore-
faid harbours. Within this harbour, a pier has been built
by the inhavitants, for the fecurity of fithing boats and fmall
veflels, but on a plan not {uflicicutly extenfive for accommo=
dating veflels of the above u.entioved fize 3 betides that, it
has been nelected for tome time, and become in a manner
rwnous. If a pier, properly planned to afford proteétion in
cafe of ftorms, were built here, this harbour might facilicate
the navigation of herring bufles, both north to the fithing,
and {outh to the market. It lies in a centrical fituation, be
tween the two former harbours, and, if accommodared as ae
bove, might prevent bofles, when overtaken by contrary
winds, or difagrecable weather, from driving back to cither,

and
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and thus be a means of bringing them to their deftined por-é
many days earlier. The only harbour in Kum is Loch Sere—
fort, on the eaft coaft thereof. It bears eaft and weft, and
suns a confiderable way into the ifland ; it is eafy of accefs,
the entrance being pretty wide; there are fome funk rocks
on the fouth fide of the entrance. Between thefe rocks and
the north fide are about three fourths of its whole breadth,
perfeftly clear, affording fufficicot room to tack in or out
at pleafure. This harbour is only open to the eafiward, and
confequently there is feldom any great fwell. It is fpacious,
its ground good, its depth of water from § to 7 fathoms,
and is a good outlet either north or fouth. Near the head,
and on the fouth fide of this harbour, a picr was begun a
few years fince, which is ftill carried on, but not finithed:
This is fuftained as ftatute labour. This harbour, to be fre-
quented, needs only to be better known, as it is not only
commodious in itfelf, but lics convenient for fupplies of beef
and mutton at a very moderate rate.  On the fouth-caft fide
of Canna lies the Sand Ifland, feparated from the former by
a very narrow found, which ebbs dry for the greateft part
of every tide, and at high water, fifhing-boats can with difs
ficulty pafs through it. This ifland is valuable, and fit both
for crop and pafture. It has 4 tenants on it, who hold of
the proprietor, and pay about 601, rent. Between this ifland
and Cabna, lies the well known and much frequented har-
bour of that namne. This harbour is fafe, efpecially for fhips
of moderate fige ; it is, however, thallow and confined, and,
without a favourable wind, it is difficult to enter or to leave
it 3 and this wconvenience is increafed by a laige rock with
eut the mouth of it, which is fometimes wholly under water.
On the north weft fide of Mle Muck, lies Eillean nan Each,
Mland of Horfes. Between them is a foul, rocky, narrow
chaancl, which frequently ebbs dry, This ifland is of in-

confiderable

?
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eonfiderabile extent, but good for pafture. In Ifle Muck
there are a few crecks, which afford fhelter to {mall boatsy
but no fafe harbour for veficls, In two of thefe crecks are
piers in an imperfet ftate.

Air and Climate —The air is generally moift, and the wea.
ther rainy. Lhe toutherly and wefterly winds, which arg
the moft frequent, arec aime#t conftantly atrended with rain,
It 15 remarked by the inhabitants, thet the feafons are fill
becoming more and more rainy. For a few years paft, even
the wir:eks have been attended with rain, inftead of the ufual
foow aud froft. The laft fummer and harveit, 1793, were
much more rainy than any remembered, which is the more
fingular, as tlie weather was faid to be very dry in the Jow
lands of Scotland, and tavourable even within 5o miles to the
caftward. Theft rain$ make the grain crops precarious, and
of little value, though they have, for fome time, a promifing
appearance. The climate, however, is healthy; the caufes
may be, that therc is no confiderable body of ftagnant wa.
ters; the good quality of the waters in moft of thefe iflands,
and the pure fea air which the inhabitants always breathe,—
The difeafes, which moft commonly appear in this parith,
are the continued fever, croup, eryfipelas, meafles, catarrh,
pleurify, epilepfly, hooying cough, diarrhoea, dropfy of the
belly, and jaundicg. Of thefe the moft fatal are the croup,
pleurify, and hooping cough. About two yeary ago, the
croup proved very mortal, and {wept away many children,
fome of them about ¢ or 10 years of age.

Populaticn.—For want of funds to fupport a feffion-clerk,
there is no regifter cither of births, deaths, or marriages kept
in the parifh ; befides, a great number of the inhabitants are
Roman Catholics, and do not fall under the coguifance of

the



430 Statiftical Aceount

the parith minifier ; and if he were to keep fuch regifler,
"by law he is liable to a penalty, unlefs he hould colledt the
' taxes upon births marriages, &c. which. by many, is thought
a grievance, and to evade the penalfy. the regifters are ne-
gle@ted. By a lift, lately raken, it appears, that the number
of inhabitants in this parith is as follows :

In Eigg -— - — 399
— Rum -_— —_ - 443
v— Canna — o — 304
Total ' 1339
. OF whom there are, under 10 years of age 329
- —— from 1010 20 = == 350, .
from 20 10 50 — . 534
from 5o to j0 L -— 175
- ' trous 700 90 == 42.
v : above go —_— - 5
Total as before 1339
And of thefe there are, n.ales _— 648
v females " — 691
| 1339
Proteftants — 799
Roman Cathalies 540
1339

Four of the above are about 92 or gj years of age, and
one abour 100. There are married couples, 240; widows,
48; widowers, 12; inhabited houfes, 252; fo that the
npmber ot married, widows, and widowers, is to the number

of
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of unmarried as 2 to 3, and to the whole population, as 2 to

. § nearly ; and the average number of each family is about

5y By alift of the inhabitants of this parifh, taken by the
late Mr M*Afkill, in the year 1768, there were at that pe-
riod in Eigg, so1 feuls; in Ram, 302; in Canna, 233, and
in Hle Muck, 172, in all 1208, lefs than the prefent popula~
tion by 1315 to which, if the aumber of emigrants hereafter
mentioned be added, the popuiation feems to be greatly on
the increafe. -

There are 8 male and 6 female weavers, 1 houfe-carpen-
ter, and § boat-carpenters, 5 taylors, and 2 fmiths. - Moft
of thefe, -befides their refpeiive trades, fpend a confiderable
part of their time in fithing, labouring, and other neceffary
occupations. There are few or no {camen, except thofe who
follow the ithing during a part of the year. . There are two
merchants, who bring their goods from the Glafgow market.

.There is one clergyman of the Eftablithed church, one Ro-

man Catholic pricft, one furgeon, and one ﬁ:hootnnﬂu; al
thefe have their refidence in Eigg.

In Eigg, 8 tenants pay rent to the proprietors ; in Caons,
5 5 in lle Muck, 24; and in Rum, 43.

In the years 1788 and 1790, 183 fouls emigrated from
this parith to America, and 55 to the mainland of Scotland
and to ncighbouring iflands; of thefe 176 left Kigg. A
principal caofe of this emigration was, that the country was
overfiocked with people, arifing from frequent early mar-
riages; of courfe, the lands were able to fupply them bae
fcantily with the neceflaries of life. It is not unfrequent,
wpon thefe occafions, for a parent to divide with his newly
masried fon, the pittance of land (fometimes a very fmall
portion of a farm) poflefled by him, which muft reduce both
to poverty and mifery. Another caufe of the emigration is,

Yoi. XVII, Qo _ thet
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that the iflaad of Eigg, which was formerly in part rensed by
finall tenans, was divided among 8 principal tack/men,

. Stones.~Ia various parts of the coaft of Eigg, there are
bodies of free ftone, fome of it too foft, and feme of it fuffi-
ciently folid to bear the chiffel ; but hitherfo it has beea
ronverted to no ufeful purpofe that I know. On the N. W,
fide of the iland, there is alfo a body of fhelly limeftone,
yielding fine lime, and not difficult to burn; this, if fuel
were plentiful; might sfford excelient mapure. In Rum,
there is a kind of light red sock, which has an affinity to ve-
‘ry hard free flone ; it drefles wel under the hammer, and is
‘very fit for rough building. In one particular fpot, it is
«found in pretty thin flagy, not difficult to quarry, fome of
them about g feet fquare ; fome of them have been fquared
.with the hammer, and floors paved with them to very good,
purpofe. [In this ifland, alfo, cryftalline and pebble fiones,
not large in fize, but of great folidity, are found. Glafs has
been cut by fome of the cryftals. The pebbles are of various

. colours, and admit of a very fine polith.,

Jnundations.~~On-the rorth fide of Rum there is a rivalet,

- taking its rife in fome of the highelt mountains, which has
“'often overflowed its banks, snd, {preading over the valley
- through which it runs, done confiderable damage to the

growing corn, and fwept along fome of the peats cut in the
neighbourhood.

Language.—~The language, principally fpoken, and univer-

* fally underftood, is Gaelic, and from it the names of places

feem mofily to be derived ; yet it muft be confefled, that
there are names of places, which the prefent inhabitants do
not fully underftand, that feem to be derived from a lan-

guage
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/guage or langirages to them unknown; but fuppoled to be
Danith. Tradition fays, that of old the iflands forming this

* parifh, had names fometines given them different.from thofe

‘which they now béar: Thus Eigg was called. Killan non
Banmore, (the Hland of the Great Women); Rum was cak-
Yed Ridghachd na Forraille Fiadboich, (thé Kingdom of the
Wild Forreft); Canna was called An t-cillan tarfuin, (the
Hland lying acrofs); and Ifle Muck, Tirr Chrainne, (the
Sow’s Mland). But thefe may be fuoppofed. poctical .names,
given by the Gaclic bards 5 and the fuperftitious are faid to
“have ufed them, and them only, when at fes, and bound for
thefe Hlands.

Rents and Heritors.—The rent of the parifh is as follows:
Eigg, kelp included, 343 1. 125. 3 d.—Canna, kelp included,
about 2401.—~Rum, 209l 13s. 6d. Ifle Muck, exclufive
‘of the kelp, but including one third of the whole ifland uns
der ftock to the proprictor, and valued at an equal rate with
the reft, 2521. Total rent of the parith, 10441 5s. 9d.
~—Three heritors have landed property in this parith, viz.
John M¢Domald of Clanrannald, Efq; whofe property in.
this parith is Eigg and Canna; Major Alexander M‘Lean of
Coll, whofé property in this- parith is Rum; and Captain._
Lachlin Mdlean, proprictor of Ifle Muck. Nane of thefe
proprietors have their refidence in the parith.

State of the Church, ~The King is patron. ‘The living, ine:
«cluding manfe and glebe, has been, fince the augmentation
in 1786, equal to aboct gol. a year. Of the ftipends, 171.
183. 9 d. has been annually paid out of the teinds of Sleat; '
fince the eretion of this parith into a feparate charge 3 now
a procefs of reduction is carried on st the inflance of the
mintfter of Bleat, witha view 0 withdraw ‘the forefaid pas

. tion
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tion of the Sleat téinds. The mivifter, weather permiting,
officiates in.Rum once a mounth; in lle Mutk, once a
moath ; in Canna, once a quarter; and the-reft of the time
in Eigg. He muft attend the dectings of pretbycery at Sky,
aud of fynod at Glenelg or Sky, and confequently canaot be
.above a third of hi» time at hame. He moft, at his own
expence, keep a boat of a confiderable fize, and well rigged,
always in readinefs to tranfport him to thefe feveral iflands,
which muft be a canfiderable dimipution of his income. Do-
mld M¢Lean is now minifter of this parith, who was admit-
ted and fettled in O&tober 1787. His predeceflors in office
were Malcolm M¢Afkill, who died April 1787, .and was ad~
mitted in 17573 and Donald M'‘Queen, the firft minifter of
the parith as a feparate charge, who was admitted, in 3726,
and traoflated to Uift in 1756, The prefent minifter is
soarried, has 3 fons and 2 daughters, A manfe, for the firfk
time, was built in Eigg in 1790, and a preaching: houfe in
Eigg, for the firft time alfo, in 1793.

8tate of the Poor.—The number of poor, on the kirk fel-
fion roll, of the reformed religion, is 39, and thofe of the
Roman Catholic, 20. They indifcriminately travel, and re-
ceive alms through the parith. There is no fixed fund, ex-
cept about 30's. a year given by Mr MLean of Call, for the
poor in Rum. The feflion fund confiits only of a little mo-
ney collefted on Sabbaths, and of fines paid by delinqueants,
This" money is, once a year, diftributed among the poor of
the reformed. The prieft is left at liberty to uplift fines
from dclinquents of his own perfuafion, and to apply them in
a fimilar manaer. .

Prices of Provifions, Labour, {'c.—Prices of provifions va-
5y ucp;éipg to fcafons. Imported.oat meal has fold, during
the
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-the laft- ¢ years; from 158. to 20s. each boll of -8 fone
-weight 3 the country meal, both oat and barley,” from 14s.
‘to 20¢. the boll, containing 20 pecks, and each peck about
' §% Scotch pints. Potatoes fell between 25, to 3 3. the bara
rel. There is little or no beef or mutton fold by the weight,
excepring in Canna, to feafaring peoplc, who purchafe it
from 24 to 3d. the Ib. Batter fells from 128 to 14s. and,
-cheefe about 5 s. the fione of 22 Englith pounds.
A labouret is hired at 1s. a day, if he maintaine himfblf,
or 6d. per day with vituals; carpenters from 8d. to 1 s
" with vi@uals 3 mafons, about 25, without viftuals ; thoema-
kers, at 8d. with vituals. Taylors are generally paid by the
" .picce work. In a fituation like this, it is difficult to afcer.
tain the expence of a married common labourer in hufbar«
dry. The terms allowed them have no fixed ftandard. Ma-
ny of them have one fourth of the crop they make with the
plough, being ‘generally barley and oats, and a third of the
crop they make with the fpade, and manure with fea-ware,
which is principally potatoes, and grazing for two cows with
their followers. This muft afford them but a fcanty fubfife
tence, efpecially in years of fcarcity, when they have a nu-
merous family of weak children; but, with the aid derived
from the fhore, they are enabled to live. Thefe are fimply
the wages of the man’s perfonal labour, his wife giving no__
affiftance, except a few wecks in harveft, to reap the crop,
Single male fervants i in hufbandry receive about 31 in mo.
ney, what they wear of fhoes, dther perquifites, and theig '
viftuals. Other male domeftic fervants are allowed from 21,
to 31 ayear, with fhoes and perquifites. Female domeftic
fervants receive from 123, to 208, with fhoes and feveral
other perquifites. The average price of horfes may be about
31, 1055 horned cattle, about 3 1.; ﬂ;cep, about 4:.

Fud,

.
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Fuel~~The fuel confifts principally of.peats, tb which
- heatt muft be frequently added. In Eigg there is 2 compe-
sency of peats and .heath; in Rum abundance; in Canma
-there is no hesth for fuel, and their ftore of peats is not fo
,abondant. _Formerly Rum helped to fupply Canna in peats,
but.of latg years the ifland fopplies itfelf, except a quantity
«of - coal imported from the Clyde, by the principal tackfman,
and fome peats, he now carries from the coaft of Sky, for the .
«ufe of 'his family. Ifle Muck, within itfelf, is ill provided in
fucl. Formerly they were provided in peats by Rum and
Ardnamurchan ; of late their fupplics were folely from
‘Rum, -with much perfonal toil and danger. From Eigg,
-they import boat loads of heath, when their peats become
4carce. In winter 1790 and 1791, there was a general fear
«<ity of firing throughout this parith, which Ifle Muck moft
feverely folt. ‘They were reduced to the neceffity of burn-
4ng different kinds of furniture, fuch as beds, dreflers,: fiools,
barrels 3 and alfo houfe timber, divots, tangles, finnw, &
ko drefs their viCtuals, Bringing heath from Eigg was a
ronftant employment when the weather permitted,

. Plougb:.—ln Eigg there are 8 ploughs; in Canna and
Sand Ifland, 7; in Hle Muck, %; and in Rum, 25 but they
dabour all with. the fpade, except two fmall fields,

Antiquitics and Curigfties.~~There are feveral veftiges of
autient buildings, gemerally of a circular form, which tradi.
tion fays were Danifh forts. From their fituation, the one
being always in view of two others in oppofite direttions
from it, they were more probably watch towers than places
of ftrength. There.are no barrows or tumuli in the parith,
except one in Eigg, on the farm of Kiell Dounain, near an
old Popifh chapel, from which it lies at the diftance of about
Y 8o
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8o yards.  Jtje. ﬁxd»tobv the ‘buria} place of Donuqq, the
tutelary faint of Ea_gg 5 and it lies in a field of arable ground,
and the thin flag coveéring the {epulchral urn, in which Done
nan's remaing bad been depofited, was fome years ago expo~
fed by the plough ; upon which the urn, being a Jasge round
hollow ftone, was taken up and examined, and found to cons
tain 2 namber of bones, but no fcull appeared among thems.
It was again buried, at the diftance of a few yards from thg
place where it 'formerly lay. .

- Among the curiofities of this parifh is the Compefs Hxll in
Canna. It is called Compafs Hill, from its extraordinary efe
fe@ ypon the mariner’s compafs. When a compafs -is'bmughc
to a particular fituation thereon, its ncedle is immediately
reverfed, The fame cffet is produced by a fteep rock on
she north fide of the entrance of the harbour, when a COme
pafs is brought near it, In Rum is a well, called. ‘Taban
Dearg, (Red Well), the water of wh;ch is hughly maneral’
but vety little ufed by the natives.

If bafaltic piljays may be confidered as a fufficient prooi
of volcanoes, many of them appear in Eigg and Canna. Ig
Canna they appear far diftant from the fea; in Eigg, not on-
ly near the fea, but near the (op of its higheft hills. Even
Scure Eigg, the higheft hill in that iland, feems to be prine.
cipally formed of a rock, having much of a bafaltic ap=
pearance.  Along the coaft of Eigg, rocks are found remarke
ably light and porous, which renders it probable that they
have been once tortured in the fire. Even places may be
pointed out, where fmall portions of thefe rocks feem to have

"+ .been formerly in a liquid ftate. There are feveral caves a-

long the coafts of the different iflands in this parith, fome of
which are nat altogether unworthy of notice. On the S.
W. fide of Eigg, there is one called Uamba Chrabbuidh (the

.Cave of Devotion), in which the Roman Catholic inhabitants
were
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were aront to attend mafs in time of the Reformation. Theis
altar is ftill to be feen. Its roof is irregularly arched; its
height, at the entrance, about 6o feet ; its length, 220 feet,
and its breadth, 30 feet, Near the entrance of this cave,
fome parts of the rock feem to have been once in a liquified
ftate. At no great diftance caft of this cave, is Usmba
Fbraine, (the Cave of Francis) remarkable not only for its
form, but alfo for the murder of the inhabitants of this ifland
by Aliftair Crotach, Laird of M‘Leod. The entrance of this
cave is fo fmall, that a perfon muft creep on four for about
12 feet; it then becomes pretty capacious, its length being
213 feet, breadth 22, and height 17. With regard to the
marder above mentioned, It is faid that fome of M-Leod’s
vaffals, returning from Glafgow, touched at the harbour of
Eigg. Some Eigg women were then tending cattle in Eil
Jean Chaftell, the finall ifland which forms this harbour.
The ftrangers vifited, and maltreated the women. Their
friends having got information, purfued and deftroyed thofe
firangers, This treatment of his vaffals, M*Leod confidered
as ag infult, and came in force to revenge their death, The
inhabitants, apprifed of their danger, flocked to this cave
for concealment, excepting 3, who took other places of re-
fuge, and a boat’s crew then in Glafgow. Mt‘Leod, after
landing, having found no inhabitants, believed they had fled
to the main-land, and refolved to return immediately to Sky.
‘The people in the cave, impatient of their confinement, fent
2 foout to reconnoitre, who imprudently thewed himfelf up.
on an eminence, where he was readily obferved by the ene-
my, then atually under fail for Sky. Unfortunately for the
inhabitants, there was new laid fnow upon the ground.
M:Leod re.landed, and traced the fcout to the cave’s mouth :
He offered, upon delivering up to him the murderers of his
people, to fpace the other inhabitants. The terms were re-

je&ted,
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uhed, upan which M/Leod fmoked them'all to death, 1r
the confined air of this cave, the bones are’ fiill pretty freth,
and fome of the fkulls emire,' and the teeth in the.r {nckets:
About 40 fkulls have been lately numbered heré. It is pro.
bable a ‘greater number was deftroyed ; if fo, their neight
bouring friends may have carried them off for burial in con-
fecrated ground. '

Seafaring, ‘tc.—As to feafaring, the peovle appear foﬂd
of fithing only. They feldom enter on board the navy, 9!!-
Yefs compelled. There are but two decked veflels, 6f about
2g tons each. The number of Bihing boats is about 1§,
and of |affage-bosts 18, from 2 to 4 tons each, Elever
young men ifi Rum inhfted in the Breadalbane’ fencible re'.
giceht, th Marth 1793 In Eigg and Cinna there was no
recru"i&\i)g carried on’;’ wnd in Ile Muck none inlifted,
§hough feqmtcd by the propﬂetor.

Way of Liting.—The people ippear neither expenfive not
luxurious. They live chicfly upon potatoes and ‘herrings 3
and among the u.ore opuient tackimen, a dith of tea and }
dtam of whifky are their gréaett luxunes.

Advartagés and DifstMoathpes.oThe’ h&llhy ﬁulﬁbn of
the pitith, and the’ fithing grmmét néar its toafls are athong
its grc’ztcﬁ advantages, ™ Ripd feerhs preny ‘equally dfvided
ds to crop and pafture g!'Oun&é, and, in" plentiful feifons,
fthould maihtain its prefent inhabitants. Cafina, Hle Muck,
and Rum, are not inconveriently fi firuated;’ mutuifly to affift
each othet, if a plan proper for this purpof'e were adopred,
Rum’ might hélp the fummer grazing of Canna and ‘1fle
‘Muck, and render their cattle fitter for market. Canna and
Yfe ‘Muck might afford a furplos of ¢rop to fupply the inhas
" "Vew. XVII, Pp bitants
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bitants of Rum. In thec former iflands fuel Is frareey inghe
lateer, mofs is plentiful. Indeed the people of ifle Muck get
a great part of their fucl, and fummer. grafs for their hortes,
in Rumyas a gratuity, during pleafure, from its proprictor
+o the proprictor of Ifle Muck, whe 1s a cadet of hu family,
Some benefit may refult to Canm from its harbour, which
is fnuch frequented by the trade from the Baltic and its
neighbourhood. It might be expefted that Rum would
largely fhare in this bencfit, if its harboyr was gencrally
. Fhe difadvantages of this parifh are net few. In this ex-
tenfive parith, confifting of fo many flands, where the navi-
gation is tedioils spd dangereus, efpecially to the iflands
more: yemoee from the. clergyman’s refidenee ; the dutance
-from the harbour of Eigg to the harbagr of Caoug,.being
computed 30 mules 3 to that of Rum 18, and ta that of 1de
Muck, 6 miles: His attendance os each cinngt be fo fre-
-quent, nor his labours fo beticficial; as their wants neceffarily
require. Notwithftanding his exertions, the people muft be
liable to 8 fedudtion into a fuperflition, fubverfive of morali-
ty and of genmine piety.; and she more fo, as its emiffarics,
mow tolerated by law, traffic among them without controol.
Hence the neceffity of eftablithing amiffion in two of thefe
iflands is-thought cvident., The wams of fchools is another
difadvantage. The ambulatory fchool, once eftablithed in
this parith, by the Society in 8cotland for Propagating, Chrif-
tian Knowledge, was removed in Sommer 1392. Till fump-
saer 1793, a parochial fchool was fever obtained: It is now
fixed in Eigg, and the only one in the parilh. Frem this
4chool, children in the other iflands, efpecially the poorer
fort, can derive no benefit. Ignorance muft be the confe-
- quence, and they may not only be an eafy prey to feducers,
but worfe qualified to aét their part as ufeful members of fa-
dﬂ’.
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«ety. “To- chviste this gricvance, o fchool, if pradlicable,
fhoaid be efiablithed in each ifland. Another inconvenience
arifes from the want of a poft office, in a praper fituation,
on the oppofite continent, The nearelt poft-town is Fort.
William. From Fost William to Ardnafouran is about 49
computed miles; fiom Asdnafouran, the neareft ftage to.
Eigg, is about 11 miles over water. . A poft-officc at Ard-
natouran, and a packet between Arifaig and Uift; to call at
Rigg and Canna, would prove highly beneficial, in facilitage

ing the intercourfe between thele ilands and the consipente
The falt laws are an obje& of great complaint in this pa-
rith, as well as in its neighbowhood. Tac late alteratiogs
in thefe laws have facilitated the getting, at a moderate ratg,
falt for curing fith; but Rill the cuftom.houfe forms, to
.which every porchafer of fuch fajt muft {ubmit, may be coie
fidered as a teal gricvance, 1If a perjos withes to procure:2
of 3 barrels of fuch f3]t, to cure fifh for the ufe of his fy.
mily, he muft enter it in 2 cuftom-houfe, if it fhould be 50
miles diftant ; he muft grant bond and fecurity for it, . Lhe
fith falted therewith, he muft proceed with to a: cufiom-
houte, howzver diftant ; there he maft unthip and repack it,
and aR this trouble and c¢xpence for a few barrels for his owa
family ufe. Such a grievance cvidently needs a remedy. -
There are other purpofes, afp, for which iglt is indifpenfibly
neceffary.  The lower clafs, who are the balk of the people,
are often at a lois for this nectflary apticle ot life,’ from: 1he
feyerity of the prefent falc laws. They will bave it on the
“eafieft terms poffible, whatever be the means; and the dif-

* ficulty uf obtaining it in a fair, encourages an illicit trade. .
Another difadvantage, under which the parith iies, is its
grent dftance from public markets, bath by land and water.
-4 his clrcumftance rendess it neceflary to fell their cattle fo
' : Coom. privge
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grivate déalars, Who in:general think it their intercft, tn‘p
‘preciare advantages srifing frem local fivaation. '

The ftate of the toads, teo, in this parith, may be confi-
Wered a3 a difadvantage. The roads are almoft ip a fate of
natare.  All the ftatute labour, performed in the diffcreat
Hlinds, has beed dire@ed towards the building of piers, for
‘the accommodation of fithing boats, and veflels of an infe.
‘rior fize. And cven thefe piers; it muft be acknowleged, have
“not been cotidu&ted on a phan*the. moft ‘liberal and ufeful,
nior has any of them hitherto been carried to perfeQion,
Tn the county of Invernefs, ot which Eigg is a pendicle,
‘former afls of Parliament, re-uiring flatute labowr, it was
Found difficult to render effeCtual ; but it is expefted, that
‘the aét obrained laft feffion ot Parliament may have ‘a hap-
“piet effed, and that projer attention fhall be pad to our
Teads. “There is not a bridge in the whole porith, yet it is
‘obvicus, that fu.all ones are abfolutely necflary in Eigg
‘and Rum, as feveral of our waters become often dangerous,
‘and even in.paffibie, by heavy fa}ls of rain, and melting of
“fnow.

In this parith, a fpirit of difcontent feems much to pre-
vail. Mavy con plain of their rents, and many of their
want of fchools, befides other inco:veniencies already fuge
gefted.  The fources of redrels are obvious. -

Pofifeript.—In the neighbourhood of the Compafs Hill in
.Canna, already mentioned, another has been very lately difco-
vered, that ptoduces fimilar eff &ts upoa the mariner’s compafs;
and it is probable other places of the fame nature might be
difcovered.’
In Canna, there is a great deal of the rock called Plumb-
* pudding-rock, and that in fome places connefted with the
bafaltic rock. A finguldr inftance of this, is a fteep and lof.

ty
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& rock, ealled Gofraudhon, on the top of which a (il suly
nous building nemains. Not many yards didant from shis §s
#-rock of the pluwb-pudding kind, whjch is fometimes fuse
#ovnded by the fea. The fide of it next the gack is neasly
perpendicular. In this fide of the:reck, confiderably abovg
ahe level of the fea, there s, 0. a horigomtal pofition, the
memains of a tree, nearly in a putrid Qtate, apparenily formy
ing a part of .the folid rock, and havieg gt leall § or 6 far
thoms of the rock above it. ‘Fhere is no room te dopht
shat it has been waod, and its fibres have a near sefemblangs
¢o thofe of pak. lts firvation makes it ane of the gmuc&
cutiofitics difcovered in any country,

.- Among the gricvapces of this perith, may be mked,
.’ﬂu\t they sever yet had a jultice of the peace in it.

In the courfe of the lafk 20 years, she drefs in this parill,
#s well a8 the neighbourhood, both of men and women, hss
undergone a very confiderable change. The wmen in gancnl
wear hats, fhort jackets, and long trowfers; inftead of bea.
nets, fhort coats, and philabegs ; and inftcad of the tartan
thort hofe, ftockings are pretty much ufed. Lhe kerchief,
formerly worn by married women, and the tonnac, or fhort
plaid, worn by females in general, are now almoft wholly
out of ufe. Inftead of thefe, caps of various fathions, fhort
and long cloaks, great coats, and ribbands, have been fubfti-
tuted. ' The men, fuch of them efpecially as follow the fith-
« ing, find the change in their drefs highly convenient, and it
may be prefumed that they borrowed it from the feafaring
people, who frequented thefe ifles. Some people think that
it was introduced by the Highlanders, who ferved in the laft
Amgrican war. The change in the drefs of the women
may be thus accounted for: Moft of our young women go
to the low country for fome weecks in harveft; this time
they fpend in fhearing ; and with the money thus earned,

they
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they endeaveur to drefs themfelves after the low cotntry far
fhion; the fatbion, thus introduced, raifes an emulation 8-
mong the women in general, and, of courle, merchants are
_‘encouraged to import like articles. The periodical migmtion
of ‘our young women to-the low country in harveft, is entire-
Ty with a view to drefs. 'They fcldom bring home any fhare
of the price of their labour in cath, and they are & mean
of encouraging an extravagance of drefs. So intent are
they on this obje&, that from Whitfunday to Martinmas,
" they will not accept of fervice at home; and, except the
few weeks {pent in the low country, they are a burden to
their friends for this half year. 1f manufattures, particular-
ly the woollen, were eftablithed amoag us, our young wo-
men might find conftant employment at home, mutually ad-
»vantagepus to themfelves and to the public.
In this parith there may be about r1co cows, about sie
-Rirks, and goo two year olds.

. | NUM-
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NUMBER XX

PARISH OF BOTHKENNAR,

i

(CounTy axD PrESBYTERY OF STIRLING.=STNOD OF
’ PErTn anD STIRLING) ‘ ‘

" By st Rev. Mr Davio Dicxso, Minifir,

" Situation, Extent, to'c. ‘
HE writer of this account has not been able to difcoves
: the origin of the name Bothkennar. This parith is
Sitvated in that track of country commonly called the Carfe
of Falkirk; is about a mile and a half in length, and pesrly
of equal breadth. It is bounded on the north by the parifh .
of Airth 3 on the weft, by the parith of Larbert; on the
fouth, by the parithes of Falkirk and Polmont ; and on the
eaft, by the river Forth. It feems anticntiy to have been
bounded on the fouth by the river Carron, but that river
havigg changed its courfe, now interfeéts beth the parithes
of Bothkennar and Falkirk, leaving part of the former on
the fouth, and a {mall part of the latter upon the north fide .
of it The parith contains 96 oxgangs of land, which, at
the computation of 13 acres each, amount in wholeto 12483
the yearly valuation of which, including cefs, feu-duty pay.
able to the family of Marr, and minifter’s ftipend, is 3591 L
323, 6d, Scotch. ‘The real rent of the parith cannot be fo
. cxadlly

-



898 Ssasiftical Avcostat

exadtly afcertained, as it may vary according to the value of
the ground, or the date of the ltafes; 4t ¥ medium, it may
be reckoned at-leaft at 21. §s. per acre, which would amount
to 2808 |, Sterling 5 and when che price ¢f grain-is high, it
may be confiderably more.

* Sil, Produce, &’:.—The foil is moftly of a deep clay, and
the land, which i3 believed to have” been anmtiently covered
by the waters of the neighbouring Frith, is, in general, very
sich, and prodaces pléntifil ctops of vats, - peafe, and beans,
barley, wheat, grafs, and potatoes. Mr Nimmo, in his hif-
tory of Stirlingthire, informs us, that as carly as the 14th
century, (when, in comparifon, little improvement had been
made in agriculture), the yearly feu duty paid to the Crown,
out of the parith of Bothkennar alone, was no lefs than 26
itnalders of vieel, befides 6-chalders peid to the Abbacy of
Cambutceometh,. Abvet that time, br probably at a later
periad, the price of giuln - was fo very low, that the proprier
vine-of lamd in the parifhds of Airth and Botlekepnar, bdd it
" in their-option, when paying the fou-duty, to pay either a
sherk Scotch or a boll of wheat. The former wifely chofe
to payin riohty; whieh they fiill do; and the latter in grain,
Which, infttad.of a merk Scotch, hass, for thany yesrs paft,
Ben equal in valee to dbs, 24s. or fometimes &von Jos
Brerling, This parith is almeft a continued flat; there is
Fehicely the lealt' rifing ground to be obferved through the
Whole of it, dnd a6t u flone to be feen; unlefs brought from
Wher places. Excepting the voads, there is not a fpor of
gvodrid uncultivated. The .inerkiod of cultivation, the time
of fowing and reaping, the wages of fervants, rtade{men, and
day: labourers, the prices of cetl, grain, and provifioss, are
# geheral rearly. the fame o4 in-the parithes of Airth.and .
¥olmont, to the flatiftical accounts of which the reader is

} here
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here referred. “There are 12 orchards in. this parith, the
largett of which is about 3 acres in extent. They produce

chiefly apples and pears, and, in good fruit feafons, bring the °
proprietors a pleatiful rcturn.

Population, &c.—According to a lift of the inhabitants,
taken by the prefent niinifter in 1783, the number of fouls
was then about 730; but fince thdt time it has confiderably
decreafed, owing, among other czufts, to the fhipping hava
ing been, in a great mealure, removed from Carron fhore to’
Grangemouth, on which account, fevera! hieufes in this pa-
rith Lave been taken down, and others are left without in-’
habitants. In the year 1793, another lift was taken, from'
which it appears, that there are now orly 14; fa ailies, and’
in all about 600 inhabitants, of whom 3c3 are raiss, and
297 -females; 164 married, and 436 un m.vr?»’d ; among
which laft, 45 arc widowers and widows, and 133 duldrcu
below 10 years of age. The nuuber of marrisges, baptiims,’
and burials, for the laft 10 years, according to the panﬂl
regifter, which, during that time, has been very IC'LLery

gpit, is as follows :
y

Yeaps. Marriages. Baptifms. Buridls, ,
1783 5 21 15 ;
1784 2 23 - ] 9 ‘
1785 8 12, 7
1 7~86 2 20 9
1587 6 23 ' B 1) ’
1788 7 17 16
1789 8 23 10 .
2790 12 10 9

50 ° 149 ' "85 . o
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Years. Marriages. Baptifms. Burials,
. [ 149 8s
1791 5 23 7
1792 1 1§ 15

6o 183, of which 101 § 107, of which 57
males, and 82 fe- | males, and 5o fe-
males, males,

There are 38 farmers, and about 86 fervapts, 2 mafons,
3 wrights, 2 journeymen and apprentices ditto, 3 coopers, 3
weavers, I journeyman ditto, 3 fhoemakers, and 1 cobler,
2 tailors, 6 fmiths, 3 innkeepers, 1 baker, and 5 apprentice
ditgo. 1 barber, 1 excife officer, 8 fhipmafters, 6 failors, 3
carpenters, and 10 day-labourers; 1 clergyman, 2 ftudents,
and 1 fchoolmafter. The people, in general, attend the
Eftablithed Church ; of thofe who do not, there are about
9 Burghers, an equal number who are connefted with the
Relief congregation in Falkirk, 8 Antiburghers, 2 Camero-
nians, and 2 Epifcopalians. The inhabitants are, for the
moft part, fober, induftrious, and kindly affefioned one to
another, maintaining a decent and becoming refpe& to the
ordinances of religion ; whilft, among the few diffenters from
the Eftablithed Church, there is very little of that narrow
bigotted {pirit, for which the feftaries in other corners
have been too frequently blamed.

Climate, &c.—Notwithftanding the low fituation, the cli-
mate is uncommonly healthy. It is obferved to be even
more fo than the higher ground in the adjacent parifhes. As
 a proof of its falubrity, among thofe who have died within
the laft 10 years, 11 were above 60; 14 above 703 5, 80
and upwards; and 1 above go.* At prefent there are living
in the parith 23 between 60 and 705 9, 70 and upwards ;
_ and 4 above 80. The moft prevalent difcafes are rheuma-
tifm
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tifm and hyfteric complaints. The former may be owing to
many of the houfes having only earthen floors ; the caufes
of the latter, we leave to men of medical knowledge to de-
termine. The ague, which about 30 years ago was very fre-
quent, is now fcarcely known, which may be attributed part-
ly to the ditches being kept more open, and partly to the
different manner of living, The frequent breezes from the
Frith may contribute not a little to the health ot the inhabi-
tants ; and fome have fuppofed, that even the imoke from
Carron Work, though in other refpets difagreeable, may
ferve to difpel thofe noxious vapours, which, in other places,
particularly in low countries, arc often fo prejudicial.  Ino-
culation for the fmall-pox is ftill far from being general ; but,
when prallifed, bas almoft univerfally been attended with
fuccefs.

Church, Manfe, &'c.—The church was rebuilt in a mo-
dern form, in the year 1789, and is now a very neat place of
worthip, fufficient to accommodate 5 or Goo people cafily.
The manfc and office houfes arc at prefent repairing at a
very confiderable expence, The glebe is about 4 acres of
very good land. The ftipend, partly in money, and partly
in vi€tual, is generally about 100l. Sterling. There have
been only 4 prefbyterian minifters in this parith fince Epif-
copacy was abolithed. The firft, viz. Mr Lindfay, aftere
wards tranflated to Perth, was fettled here in 1721-2 ; was
fucceeded by Mr Penman, in 1744 ; after him, Mr Nimino,
author of the Hiftory of Stirlingthire, was ordained in 19635,
The prefent minifter was admitted in July 1783. The he.
ritors are 22 in number, of whom only 10 refide within the
bounds of the parith. The principal are, Lord Dundas of
Afke, Mr Ogilvie of Gairdoch, and the heirs of the late
much refpected General Thomas Dundas of Carronhall, all

of
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of whom are non-refident. The patronage belongs to the
family of Airth, who have always exercifed that right in a
manner that does them the higheft honour. The late Mr
Graham, who had a particular pleafure in promoting the
happinefs of thofe around him, (although not a memnber of
the Etablithed Prefbyterian Church), was accuftemed to in-
dulge the people with the choice of their own paftors; by
doing fo, he obtained juft and univerfal efteem while he liv-
ed, and on this account his memory will long be highly re-
fpected. If other patrons were of the fame difpofition, the
law of patronage, fo long complained of, would ceafe from
being a grievance; and inftead of that frequent difcord and
animofity, which are fo deftrutive to the civil and religious
interefts of our country, peace and harmony would every
where prevail.

School and Poor.—There is cnly one fchool in this parith,
at which go or 6o children are yearly taught Englith, writ-
ing, arithmetic, Latin, Greek, &c. The fchoolmafier has a
houfe and fmall garden. His falary is only 100 merks
Scotch, which, together with voluatary contributions from
fome of the heritors, his fchool wages, and perquifites as
feflion-clerk, fcarcely exceed 20 1. Sterling per annum. It is
much to be wifhed, that, in this age of liberality and im-
provement, fomething were done for the encouragement of
fchoolmafters, many of whom, having families to fupport,
muft often be firaitened to obtain even the neceflaries of life.
—The poor in the parifh are not allowed to beg from door
to door, The number upon the Seffion roll is at jrefeat 7,
who receive a weckly allowance, befides a few who get oc-
cafional fupply. They are fupported by the weekly coliec-
tions, with the intereft of 1301, Sterling, which together
amount at an average, for 10 years paft, to 34 1. 10s. yearly.

A
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A few poor fcholars alfo have their fchool wages and books
paid from the fame fund. '

lef und Improvements—~The roads in this panﬂ:, which
old people remember to have been once fcarcely paffable,
are now in general good, unlefs for a thort time during the
winter, when the ground is very wet, or when cuvered with
water, owing to the tide and land floods meeting together.
‘Within thefc few years, a confiderable extent of ground has
been gained in this parifh and neighbourhood from the Frith,
which, though defended at a great expence, will foon be-
come a valuable acquifition to its pofitflors, There is a
- bridge foon to be built over the river Carron, a little above
Grangemouth, and a ncw road to be carried from thence
acrofs this parith, towards Alloa and Stirling, which are
likely to be of great advantage to the inhabitants, and will
open a mearer and more agreeable communication both to the
north and fouth.

NUN-
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NUMBER XX

PARISH OF WHITEBURN.

(CouNTY AND PRESBYTERY OF LINLITHGOW.—~SYNOS
oF LoTHIAN AND TWEEDALE,) '

Written in 1793,

Name,

HITEBURN, now commonly written and pronoun-

ced Whitburn, according to fome, took its name

from a confiderable number of families, of the name of

White, living along the fide of a burn or rivulet, which runs

through great part of the parith ; but more probably from
being near another of the name of Blackburn,

Extent.—The parifh is about 6 miles long, and, at an ave.
rage, between 2 and 3 broad. It is bounded, on the eaft,
by Livingfton ; on the weft by Shotts, and part of Cambuf-
nethan 3 on the fouth, by Weft Calder ; and on the north,
by Batbgate and part of Shotts.

Situation and Surface.—This parith is in the county and
prefbytery of Linlithgow, and fynod of Lothian and Twee-
dale. The foil is generally what may be called loam,
inclining to clay; and, in fome places, having a mixture of
mofs, with a frong clay or till bottom. ’

) Towards
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" Towards the middle of the weft end, there is a high ridge
about two and a half miles long, and, in fome places, above a
mile broad, of very deep barren mofs, part of which, how-
ever, is known to' contain a valuable feam of coal ; and pre-
parations are now making to have it wrought. The fame
feam of "coal has been wrought for above feventy years patt,
at Burnhar, in the adjoining parith of Shotts, and ftill con-
tinues working ; having now approached within a few hun-
dred yards of the boundaries of Whiteburn parith. The
parifh is chiefly under tillage ; a few black cattle being paf-
tured upon particthr fpots of almoft every farm.

Climate and Difeafes—The climate is damp and cold,
though not unhealthy. Rheumatifm, flow nervous fevers,
and confumptions, are, perhaps, the moft general difeafes.
Inftances of longevity are not unfrequent. Several perfons,
within the laft 5o years, have died upwards of go; and at
prefent there are fome living between 80 and go. The fmall-
pox is not remarkably mortal here, though inoculation is
extremely little in ufe. The few inftances, however, where’
it has been practifed, have been always fuccefsful, no perfon
in the parith recolleCting a fatal experiment of this kind;
but ftill the prejudices of the common people are inveterate
againft this falutary praétice.

Rivers.—Almond water runs through the north part of
the pari(h, and Breich water along the fouth fide of it. The
canal propofed to be cut between Edinburgh and Glafgow,
muft be carried through at leaft a part of the parith. = The
whole parith is well fupphed with ‘good wholefome water,
from {prings in alnfeft every quartcr of it. )

e LR . '
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Horfes, Skeep, &'e.~—~There.are abont 200 horfes in the
parith, and but very few fheep, of late years, fince the
grounds have been motftly inclofed and tilled. A good ma-
ny horfes and black cattle are bred for fale.

Population.—The population of the parith is certainly in-
creafed within thefe ga years. In 1755, it amounted to
1121 fouls. Laft year, when a pretty exact account of the.
numbers of the parith was taken, they were found. to be
1322 fouls. When the firft calculation was made, there was.
no village in the parith: At prefent there is a village, which,
contains about §oo fouls. But the cot-houfes, which were
formerly fcattered through the parith, are now almoft all
‘demolithed, and thofe who poffefled them have removed to
the village. A perfon who has refided long in a public fta-
tion in the parifh, remarks, that not above a third part of
the prefent heads of families are natives of the place. -

Extent of Farms.—There has been little alteration in the
extent of farms for the laft 5o years.

Births, Deaths, and Marriages—The number of births
cannot be given with precifion; but they are computed
about 3o yearly. The burials are about 24 in the year; but
fome bury in Weft-Calder, and fome few in Livingfion.—
‘The marriages are from 12 to 15 annually. A great propor-
tion of them is irregular.

Rent of the Parifb.—The valued rent of the parith Is
42441. 2s. 11d. Scots; the real rent is about 18col. or
2000 . Sterling. The rent of farmsis in general from 7s. 6d.
$0 20s. per acre, according as thcy lic nearer 89, Qr more remote

from,
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ﬁom the higﬁ road. The rent of houfcs ’in the vdlagc 19’
zbont 20, in the year,
- . < t
* Proprietors, Tenants, ¢fc.~There are only two confider-
able proprietors in the parith. Eight poflefs property from
sol. to 15cl. a-year; and there’are about 16 portioners.
Of the confiderable proprietors, one refides occafionally in
the parith; and of the fecond clafs, one haif is refident.
There is one farmer in the parifh, who fents a farm of ra-
ther more than 1501. per annum. There ate a few others,
whofe rent exceeds sol. " There is onc phyfician, and on¢
furgeon in the panith, : o '
Trades.—In the village there are 3 thopkeepers.: Within
tlie parith there are 20 weavers, who work chiefly for Giaf-
gow and Lanark. About 5o yourg people, from ¢ to 3d
years of age, are employed in the flowerirg ot muilins Yor
Glafgow, earning ufually about 10d. or 1s. aday. Inthe
village there 15 a cotton manufaltory, employing about 30 or
40 hands, at about 1. a day.
In the parifh there are gencrally about
15 Mafor s and wrights
10 Shoemakets
6 Taylors
2 B.kers, and fometimes a butcher
4 Public-houfes, and
6 Ale-houtes, which laft are tolerably well frequented. *
" Crops.—Oats and potatoes arc almoft the only general
eroj<. W hen outs ure fown af er potatoes, the ground is
felddom plowed. There is raifed a good deal of rve-g-ifs
and clover, und a totereble quan‘ity of flux for fumily vie:

Thr ra‘s are fown trom the middle or sud of Mgrch to thé
VOLa .XVH. R t ‘ ' bC~
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beginning of May. There is little more meal made thas
what is afed in the parith, the farmers generally thinking i¢
more advantageous to difpofe of their oats to the public-
houfes in their neighbourhood. The oats produce from ¢
to 13 pecks of meal from the boll. Both fpring time and
harveft are generally wet.

Ecalgfiafiical State of the Parifb.—There are three clergy-
men in the parith ; the minifters of the Eftablifhed Church,
of the Burgher, and of the Antiburgher congregations. To
the Eftablithed Church there adheres about a third part of
the parith. To the Burgher congregation belongs by far
the greater part of the remaining two .thirds. Only a few
individuals of this parifh belong to the Antiburgher congre.
gation, the reft of its members coming from Weft Caldes,
and other panfhcs.

Perhaps the following circumftances may, in fome moa-
fure, at leaft, account for the great proportion of Seceders in
this parith. Whiteburn was formerly part of the parith of
Livingfton ; but was disjoined from it, and crefted into a
feparate parith, anno 1730. The ereftion was made in con-
fequence of a fum of money having been raifed, by 2 volua-
tary fubfcription over all Scotland, which, after building a
church and manfe, and purchafing ground for a glebe, was
thought fufficient, by its yearly produce, for the maintenance
of a parith minifter. Scveral of the heritors were liberal in
fublcribing, active in procuring fubfcriptions, and zealous in
carrying on the procefs of ereftion before the Court of
Teinds, from entertain'ng the idea, that the minifter was to
be chofen by the parith at large. The patron of Living-
fton, however, was found, by the Houfe of Lords, to be. ex
necefftate, patron of Whiteburn, which had been disjoined
from it And this gave fuch univerfal «ffence in the parith,
~ as threw the-greates pact of it, gradually, into the Seceffion,
Another
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Another circumftance farther increafed the diffatisfation of
fome of the fmaller heritors, ard their inclination to fecede.
They imagined, that the rent of cer:ain lands in the parith
of Shotts, which had been purchafed with the fubfcription
money, was to be all the maictenance to which' their mini-
fter was to be entitled : But this turned out to be by no
means the cafe; for a few moenths afier the decreet of pa-
tronage by the Houfe of Lords, the minifter was preferred
to 281. 6. 8d. additional flipend, out of the teinds of the
parith, by the Lords Commiffioners of teinds for Scotland, -
The .chagrin occafioned by thefe two circumftances contie
nues ftill fo firong, that not many, even of the moft fenfible
in the par:fh, can talk with any degree of patience of patroe
nage, or augmentation of ftipends,

Sir William Auoguftus Cunningham, Bart. is patron of the.
parith. The pretent incumbent, Mr James Rhind, was ad-:
mitted minifter of Whiteburn in 1790. His only predecef
fors were Mr Alexander Wardrobe, decealed ; Dr Porteous
of Glafgow; Profeffor Baron of St. Andrews; and Me
Sommerville of Stirling, to the lait of whom he fucceedcd.
He has been married abaut twelve months, and has one child,
His income is 125 L of ftipend, and 31. 63. 8d¢ of com.-
munion elements, which, with the manfe and glebe, niay be
eftimated in all at 140 L. per annmum. Of the Ripend, 1001,
arifes from a feu of two tarms in the parith of Shotis; and
the remainder is the augmented ftipend. The church is a
good, large building ; but ftapnds much in need of being re-
parrcd. The manfe is an old, but tolcrably good, hnufe, and,
in decent repair.

Poor.—~The number of poor upon the parith roll is ufuallp
about 10, They are maintained, at prefent, by the cols -
leftions in the church, and by a vqlgntary fubfcription over .
the parifh, which are diftributed by the feflion, ~ender the

infpe&tion
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infpeQtion of the heritors and fubleribess. The fum whicky
mult be raifed inthis way is-about 4o 1. Sterling annually, as

work a littla, .ar. nenc at all ; have .allowances of. from 6cL
to 2:s. Qd. a wcek.

. Jhmm-: ml Momk —~A tolcrablc degree of mduﬁry pre-
wpils in the parifh, and the morals of the people are as good
ag throubhout the country at Iargd.

.,Jdm!agr: and Difadvopiages~—The great difudvantage
under waich the parith labours, }s wetnefs o almo(t all fea-
fons, potucularly in feed nime aed harveft.  Couls abound in
the parifh, and are to be had' both in 1ty and the cait part of
Shotts: aloroit adjoiniag to it, at 6 d: per load; weighing two
aiid a half cwt.  Lome is eafily driven from the ngighbour-
ing parsthes of Dathgate and Livingftone; 48 the high ro ds
from :Glafzotw to didinburgh, and from Borrowitoupncis to_
Cle::gh,-run throush the parith in oppotite dire¢tions. Free-
florr quarries are open in feveral parts of the parifh

. Edinburgh affords a ready market for mo#t ef the pto-
duce of the farms, as-calves, poultry, cheele, and butter,
which are bought up, and taken there by carriers. There
is alfo ,a confideiable traflic in m:ilk cqws, to fupply the
Edinburgh cow-feeders, [he- parith and neighbourhood,
abounds with deafers in black cattle. Thele deaters, by re.
quiring grafs parks to. hold the catele they have on hand,
give great ¢ncouragemept :1Q m,cloﬁng and plautmg For
fuch parks as are tolerably fmAced and thelrered, they pay
from 135s. to 25s. per acre. Many people in the pacifh
make a livelihood by kecping a horfe and cart, with which
they drive grain from Leith and- Dalkeith o Glafgow, and
aften bring a load of pig-iron, in returning, froin the irog
tvorks lately eftablifhed ip that neighbourhood. | .

o NUM-
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the. poor,. according a they are Gogle, -or marvried ; able to .-
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. PARISH OF MEARNS.

(CounTY OF RERFREW.~PRISBYTERY 02 PAISLEY. e .
Srnop oF GLARGOW ANM AXRY)- -

By the Rev. Mr Gronce MLatcms, Misifer.

Situation, Extent, and Surface. ‘

YHE parith of Meanns is fituated in Ronfrewthire, in

« -the prefbgtery of Paiflsy, and, pretingial iynod of-

Glafgow and Ayr.. Jus centrb js showt 8 miles diffany trom

Giuigew, apd.ncarly as far from Paifley, Ms,length, .trom

eaft to weft, is 6 miles, and its breadth about 34. - It Randy

high above the level of Clyde. There are no confiderable

hilhs in it. but the face of the greund i beautifally divesfi-

fied by a great variety of waviag fwelis. It rifes graduailp

from the caft extremity 10 the wefk, where she moor or som«
onty lies, :

Soil and Prodace.~The foH is all of a light and quick kind,
lying on a bed ot rotten rock, excepting fome fmall tracks in
the lower part of the parifh, which have a clay bottom. I
is chiefly remarkable for its fine pafiure. It .produces grafe
Doth in greater gamntity than <ommon, .and likewife of the
very beft kinds; and it every where abounds with a profue
fion of whitg claves. The greater part of, t