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¢d, but only in general that it is decieafed ; it is therefore ttited

1 The minifter of Contin haviug only {tated the nnmber of ex_
aminable perfons, the ulual proportion for children is here added,
¢ For the fame reafon a proportional addition is made here,
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which belongs to the parifh of St Vigeans, are not included. The
addition of that numbet would make the increafe 3216.
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Page 47 Line 2 affer perfons add the return to Dr Web.
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134 t1  after upwards add the population in 1753
was 1204

119 6 for war read year

312 11 for Fudicorum vead Fudacorum
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PARISH OF STEVENSTON.

¢ County of Ayr—Prefbytery of Irvine.—Synod of
Glafgow and Ayr.)

By the Reverend Dr Javies WobpROW,

Name, Ancient Hiffory, .

HE name of this parifh is faid to have been derivad

= from a perfon called Stephen, who came from Ire-
land and feted here ; or, perhaps, from the church having
been dedicated to Saint Stephen. It was probably an ap-
pendage of the abbacy of Kilwinning. ‘The Houfe of Ker-
rila, the only old caftle in the parifh (which was lately inha-
bited by the proprietors, the Hamiltons of Grange, but is now
VoL, VIL A a



2 Statiftical Account

a ruin), belonged, according to tradition, to the abbog
After the Reformation, the then Earl of Glencairn, who be-
came proprictor of the whole parith, lived in it. The con-
cave roof of the old hall in that caftle, a very fpacious {quare
room, was ornamented with the coats of arms of the greateft
part of the Scottifh nobility. In the year 1678, the parith
was very inconfiderable, if we may judge from the proportion of
aflefTment it paid towards the maintenance of the Highland
Holt, and other exactions, during thofe unbappy times. It
muft then have confifted of farmers only, who do not make
a tenth part of the inhabitants at prefent. The two popu-
lous towns of Saltcoats and Stevenflon, have rifen almoft within
the prefent century, There was, indeed, about a quarter of
a mile eaft from the latter, a group of 14 or 16 houfes,
chiefly inhabited by perfons who manufactured, or played
on the trump, or Jew’s harp, the ruins of which lately re-
mained ; and one of the coal-pits contiguous to their ancient
dwellings, is ftill called the Piper-beugh. This parifh lies
on the northern fhore of the Bay of Ayr; its form is a kind
of irregular {quare, two miles and a half in length, and about
as much in breadth; but beyond this, the fandy ground
firetches two miles farther to the fouth-eaft, and terminates
on a point of land oppofite to Irvine Harbour. The two
rivers Garnock and Irvine, meet near this place, and
their waters immediately enter the Atlantic, The line
of fhore between the Harbours of Irvine and Saltcoats
is about five miles, and thus is nearly double the length of
the northern boundary, The town of Stevenfton is centri-
cal, with refpett to the inhabited part of the garith, The
church ftands og an elevated ridge, immediately above the
town, and commands a very extenfive and delightful profpeét
of the whole bay of Ayr, narrowed by a long ftretch of the
mountainous coaft of Carrick towards the 5. E. diftant aboug

fivg
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of Stevenflon. ' 3

five or fix leagues. Correfponding to this, on the weft fide,
at a feemingly equal diftance, appears the greateft part of the
romantic Iland of Arran, with its ftill more lofty and tre-
mendous mountains, and broken creeks. Between this
Iland and Carrick, the fea opens unbounded to the eye;
and the beautiful regular rock Ailza appears, as if fet down
exaltly in the middle of the opening, about 4o miles diftant.

Sea Coaft.—The five miles line of fhore is quite a fandy
beech, on which the fea deepens in the moft gradual manner
imaginable. Hence, during a wefterly ftorm, it is formi-
dable to fuch fhips as have the misfortune to be here em-
bayed, as they firike the ground at a confiderable diftance
from the fhore, which is covered with a dangerous furf.
The fandy beech begins at Saltcoats, and fweeps round by
Irvine, along the whole coaft of Kyle, for more than 20
miles, to the mouth of the river Doon or Dune beyond Ayr ;
interrupted only by a fmall peninfula of rocky ground at the
Trune. The coalt of Carrick, beginning at Doon, is rocky,
as is likewife the coaft of Cunningham northward from Salt<
coats towards Greenock. The Harbours of Ayr and Irvine
within their refpective rivers, the mouth of which is crofled
by a bar or bank of fand, cannot be entered but at fpring
tides ; and the harbour of Saltcoats, which is a natural one;
at an ordinary tide ; and none of the three can at any time
admit thips above 220 tons burden. Accordingly, when
they are checked within this bay by a wefterly ftorm, which
fometimes continues for feveral days together, it is impoflible
for them to ‘make the fafe road of Lamlath in Arran, on the
welt, and equally fo to clear the rocky fhore of Cunningham,
and the point of Pencrofs, fix miles N. W. of Saltcoats, ini
order to get fhelter in the Fairlie Road. There is only one

particular place in this open bay, which will afford them
~ fhelter



4 Statiftical Account

fhelter in fuch a fituation, viz. under the Lady Ifle, a {mal}
uninhabited rocky ifland, about two miles -S. W. of the
9 rune, and near four miles N. W. of Ayr, on which there
are two beacons or Jpires, ereted by the town of Glafgow
about 15 years ago. 1f the diftrefled fhip can get to the
fouth-eaft of this little Ifland, between it and Ayr, and bring
thefe two {pires to bear in a line with herfelf, fhe may drop
her anchors with fafety, within a cable’s length of the fhore,
in water from 10 to 14 fathoms deep, on very good
ground *,

Appearance and Soif of the Parifb —The parifh naturally di-
vides itlelf into two difiricts, the upper inclofed farms on
the north, and the low fandy plain on the fea. The laft
is narrower, but nearly double the length of the firft.
The ground of the upper parifh is unequal, many parts
level, mized with little hiils, and continued (iretches of rifing
ground, toward the boundaries; and this track will {foon ex-
hibit a fine appearance, from the rifing belts, and plantations
of Mr Bamilton’s eftate, and hLis very elegant houfe lately
built in the middie of it. The prevailing foil lere is clay,
not very fliff; but eafly fubdued. There are alfo {everal
fields of kindly grave/ and rich lam.

The lower fouth divifion is a continved plain, the inequa-
lities made by the fand hills, as they call them, excepted,
fome of which are above 30 or g0 feet high. The {oil here
is pure fand throughout; yet the firatum of clay prevalent
in the higher ground centinues under the fand, and has
been once bare, and cultivated nearer the fea than at prefent 3
for 2 feltion of the clay, in a regular curved line (the un-

doubted

* Some fhips faved themfelves here, while fourtecen others
were wrecked, December 8th 1789, on the Kyle and Carrick
coalts.



of Stevenflons 5

doubted veftige of ancient plowed ridges) is frequently laid
open to the eye, on the fides of the canal and other deep

drains,

A fieep ridge of rocky ground, the greateft part of which
is now covered with foil, runs for two miles nearly in a
firaight line from weft to eaft, between thefe two tracks of
the parifh, and fuddenly raifes the upper plain to a confider-
able hcight above the lower. On the weft end of this
ridge, where it dips into the fea, is the town of Saltcoats,
built on the rocks. More than a mile eaft, immediately
under the ridge, is the towa ot Stevenfton, adorned with
trecs, and two gentlemen’s houfes, with their parks at fome
diftance, one on each fide of it. All the reit of the plain,
confiderably elevated to the eaft, exhibits a watte and dreary
profpeCt of fand, which blows in fome places, and is pre-
vented only by the deep-rooted bent growing through it,
from being reduced to a dead level. At prefent, the fand-
hills or mounds are continually finking, and laying open to
the eye the {pires of Irvine, and other land objelts, never
feen before. In a courfe of time, the inland part of thefe
fands, raifed by the ftorms from the fea, will cover a little
more of our cultivated ground ; and the outer part of them,
vndermined by the fpring tides, and blown by the dry N. E.
winds, will graduvally raife the bottom, and narrow the
bounds of the fea, which has in fa& retired in a very fenfible
manner within the laft 3o years *.

There

* There is little ground to doubt, that thefe and the other
2djoining tracks of fand confilt of the foil of the upper coun-
try, carried by land floods down the large rivers of Irvine
and Garnock into the fea, beaten back again inceffantly by
the tides, and thus reduced to their prefent ftate and form.
At every land flood, the fea appears to the eye brown and

muddy
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There is little fea-weed thrown in upon the fandy fhoté;
but abundance on the neighbouring fhores of Ardroffan and
Kilbride, where it is chiefly ufed as manure to their barley
grounds. There are very few white fith caught in the open
bay. From the fhores contiguous to Saltcoats, we are fuffi-

ciently

muddy for a mile round the mouth of thefe rivers. Every
appearance indicates, that, at a very remote period, the fea
covered the whole tracks, for the upper foil is loofe fea fand,
without a (tone in it—that, at a lefs remote period, perhaps fe-
veral centuries ago, the fea covered the lower part of the track
neareft Saltcoats, wafhed the whole rocky ridge above de-
fcribed, and {iretching N. E. through low marfhy grounds,
went within lefs than a mile'of Kilwinning, and thus left the
ealt part ot Stevenfton fand hills more elevated than the reft,
together with part of the parithes of Kilwinning and Irvine, in the
form of a circular ifland, three miles in diameter, furrounded
either totally by the fea, or in part by the Garnock, which
feems to have then held a more wefterly courfe than at prefent.
The preofs of the infular fituation of that part of the coaft,
and that it was probably a deer ifland, are thefe—'The anchors
of boats dug out ot the lower marfhy grounds—The name of
the eftate of Patrick Warner, Efq; the proprietor of a great
part of the track, Ardeer, (the only Gaelic name in the parifh)
—The old houfe {tood on a part ot the rocky ridge, which juts
out beyond the reft like a promontory—Two pair of branching
deers horns, lately found ; one pair with part of the fcull
fticking to them, dug out of the ground 30 feet deep; the
other at a lefs depth, difcovered by the courfe of Stevenfton
burn; both now in the poffeflion of that gentleman—A cave
under ground, difcovered about two years ago, near the fame
gentleman’s houfe, or a cavity in a folid rock of free ftone, 24
feet long, 12 wide, and 6 high. The ftone in the bottom of
this cave, and in the fides, two feet up, is polifhed or worn
{mooth in fuch a manner, as leaves no doubt that it muft have
been walhed either by the waves of the fea, now above a mile
diftant, or by the ccurfe of a river. The river is above
three miles diftant.—ZLafi/y, An old atlas, faid to have been
in Eglinton Callle about the beginning of this century, in
which there was a chart of the coalt, exhibiting this infular ap-
pearance. It is doubtful, however, whether this change be {o
recent that it could appear in any chart; but the fadt itfelf
feems {ufficiently eftablifhed.
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ciently fupplied with fhell fith of all kinds, except oyfters,
Of thefe there are very few on any part of the weft coaft.
There is 2 fmall falmon fithing at the mouth of the rivers
Garnock and Irvine, from whence they {ometimes come
along the whole fhore of the parith, and are caught near
Saltcoats Harbour. The falmon feldom make their appear-
ance in thefe rivers till about the beginning of July. They are
inferior in talte and quality to thofe caught in the other
rivers of Ayrthire. In general, the feafon of the falmon is
earlier, and their quality better, according as the rivers lie
farther to the fouth, that is, according as they become clearer,
and their channels more rocky, by their approach towards
the mountainous part of the country. There is a {mall
freth water lake covering, perhaps, about 30 acres of ground,
at the N. E, point of the parith, where it meets with the
parithes of Kilwinning and Ardroflan. No fithes are caught
in it, except a few perches and pikes.

Climate and Difeafes.—In confequence of the dry fituation,
and the fouth and weft winds which blow into the open bay
for three fourths of the year, the air is in general falubrious,
and the climate more mild by feveral degrees, than in the
higher country ; fnow being feldom feen in the lower part
of the parith for 24 hours. The climate is alfo more dry ;
the loaded clouds often pafiing on till they touch the
hills.  Neverthelefs, rheumatifms, coughs, and confump-
tions are as frequent as in the inland parithes: Epidemical
Jfevers perhaps more frequent. The ravages of the fmall-pox
are fometimes dreadful, among the children of the families
who negle&t inoculation. The meafles and the chincough are
feldom, I might fay, almoft never, mortal. The fopping, or
groop, a difeafe faid to be attached to the fea-coaft, has made

: its
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its appearance twice or thrice within thefe 30 years, and cut
off between 12 and 20 young children at a time.

Sea-Bathing.—Saltcoats is the principal watering place in
Agyrthire. From 300 to goo people ufually refort there,
during the Summer months, for {ca-bathing, from the inland
country, efpecially from the towns of Paifley, Glafgow, and
Hamilton.

Minerals.—~There is a mineral well in the north quarter
of the parith, of the fame kind with the chalybeate {pring at
Moffat, but weaker ; and, probably, feveral other fprings
impregnated with iron, if one may judge from their rafte,
and the tinge they leave on the clay or fand from whence
they iflue. A vein of iron ftone, from 10 to 14 inches
thick, has been Ilately found between the coal ftrata. The
vpper parith abounds in different ftrata of flone, awbhin, flag, and
free flone, both the fofter and barder kinds, which are worked
whenever there is occafion for them: And in the fandy
grounds, near Mr Warner’s houfe, there are inexhauftable
quarries of poft free-ftone, fifty feet thick, of a very white
and excellent kind, fufceptible of a fine polith. Lhis is
carried into the inland country, for tomb-ftones; and of-
ten by water, along the coaft, to gentlemen’s feats, for
hearths, ftairs, gates, &c. It is alfo exported to London-
derry and Dublin, and fells there at 11. 125 per ton of
fione, which is 16 feet, 7. e. 2s. per cubical foot.—Beneath
the rocks on which Saltcoats ftands, and within the fea-mark,
there is found a kind of black flone, which has the appear-
ance of a coarfe marble, but without the calcareous quality
of marble or limeftone. On the contrary, it ftands any or-
dinary fire, and on this account is much ufed as cheeks, in
which they fix their grates. Fitted up in this manner, thefe

have
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of Stevenflon. ) 9

have perfeitly the appearance of Carron grates. In the
upper part of the parith, there is plenty of good limeftone.
Two of the proprietors bave draw-kilns, which are kept
going for a confiderable part of the year, to anfwer the or-
dinary demand of lime for building, and efpecially for ma-
nure, which is purchafed by their own tenants, and by the
farmers of the country weftward along the fhore, where
there is none of it. Notwithftanding this abundance, a {mall
quantity of Irifh limeftone is imported at Saltcoats, as ballaft;
in the coal thips. The lime made of it is whiter than the
Scots; and anfwers better for plaifter-work, and for cafting
of houfes and walls.

Saltcoats—The principal obje& worthy of attention in
this parith is the town of Saltcoats, and the coal-mines in its
neighbourhood, which have furnifhed an article of exporta-
tion from that town to Ireland for near a century back.
The town is fingularly fituated, on the limits of the two pa«
rifhes of Stevenfton and Ardroffan, and almoft equally dis
vided between them:. There were leafes of houfes and gar-
dens granted to a few families as long ago as the year 1565
But it is certain, from unqueftionable traditionary teftimony
(that of parents to their children now living) that a century
after that time, or about 130 years ago, there were only
Jour houfes in Saltcoats, which now confifts of about goo.
Yet at a much remoter period, /a/f mas made there ; which
appears not only from tradition, but from the remains of
confiderable heaps of afhes fouth and north of the prefent
town, It was then made by poor people, in their little pans
or kettles, They digged up the coal near the {urface of the
ground, at a very {mall expence, ahd lived in huts on the
thore. Hence; probably, the name of Saltcotes or Coitages.

Vor. VIL B The
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The improvement of diftriéts, and even of countries and
kingdoms, {eems to depend, not fo much upon 2 natural and
regular tendency in the progre/s of fociety towards improve-
ment, as upon the happy fpirit of particular men, raifed up
by Providence from time to time, endued with uncommon
talents themfelves, and capable of roufing the talents, ftimu=-
lating the exertions, and dire@ting the indufiry of others.
Of this fort was a Robert Cunningham of Auchinharvie,
who, by the death of his uncle Sir Robert Cunningham,
phyfician to Charles II. became proprietor of this whole pa=
rifh, during thé latter part of the laft century. Mr Cun-
ningham, with a very enterprifing genius, and perfevering
{pirit, made trial, at a great expence, on the different feams
of coal, bored, and alfo put down fhafts or pits at confider-
able diftances from one another, to afcertain their declivity,
their thicknefs, their qualities, with the principal #roubles or
obftruions to them, Thele things he afcertained with an
exa@nefs that furprifed his fucceflors, who are ftill in pof-
fefion of fome of his papers, and have feldom found him far
miftaken in his conjetures about this dark fubterraneous
field. He drove a level mine under ground, through his
own and part of Lord Eglinton’s eftate, for a mile and a
balf, and thus laid the upper part of feveral of the feams
dry. After this, he began to turn out a much greater
quantity of coal than ever had been done before; and to
open a door for the exportation of it, and thus compleat his
great and ufeful defign, he fet about building a Harbour at
Saltcoats, carrying on this work entirely at his own charges,
amidft many difliculties and difcouragements from its ex-
poled fituation ; the Winter ftorms, for feveral years, demo-
lithing part of what he had done during the preceding Sum.
mer. At laft, he compleated the Harbour, about the year
1700 3 and, with fome fmall reparations, it ftands to this

day,
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day, 2 monument of his public fpirit and enterprife. He
built falt-pans, with all their appendages, to confume the
ufelefs part of the coal. By thefe expenfive {chemes, how-
ever, he hurt his fortune, and was obliged to fell a confider~
able part of his eftate, referving to himfelf the track of it
neareft Saltcoats, with a fervitude for working the coal on
the reft.

For 6o years after his death, the coal continued to be
worked in different places of the parifh. A fire or fteam-
engine was ereted near Saltcoats in the 1919, the fecond
then in Scotland. The fmall cylinder of it was brought
from London, only 18 inches in diameter, not much larger
than their prefent pumps. It could, therefore, raife little
water. The work was carried on with a cautious {pirit, and
moderate fuccefs, yielding a maintenance to miners, falters,
and many others employed in carrying the coals; the fhip-
ping of Saltcoats increafing in the mean time gradually, but
flowly, till about 20 years ago, when a new and very fuccefl-
ful pufh towards improvement was made. This fhall be ex-~
plained immediately. But in order to render it intelligible,
it will be neceflary to attempt fome defeription of the coal-
field, which the writer of this has been enabled to do, from
papers put into his hands by the prefent Robert Cunning-
ham, Efq; one of the proprietors, and the fole conduétor of

the work.

Defeription of the fubterraneous Coal Strata.—Coal has been
wrought not far from the furface in moft places of the pa.
. rifh ; but the proper coal-ficld now, is the lower fandy divi-
fion, the {urface of which has been defcribed, from Saltcoats
on the weft point, to the river Garnock on the eaft; an
oval piece of ground, above four miles in length, and a mile

or
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or more in breadth. In this field there are eleven firata ox
feams of workable coal, which ufually ip (decline downward)
one fathom in five, towards the fouth, or the fea, but in a
circular direftion, from the fouth-weft to the fouth-eaft;
and they all /& towards the land in the oppofite diretion.
The firft or uppermoft of thefe feams crops out * neareft the
fea, and the reft follow it towards the land, at regular diftan-
ces; all the different feams being perfectly parallel to one
another. The diftance, or refpeltive deepnefs, with the
thicknefs of the feveral feams, will beft appear from the an.
nexed tketch,

The fketch exhibits a fmall fetion of the eleven feams, as
they would appear to the eye if they were vifible, with fome-
what of their proportional diftances. They yield coal of
different qualities, all good and quick burning, except the
laft, the raife coal, which is duller than the reft, and chiefly
ufed in making falt and lime ; but it has alfo been exported.
The prefent dip-engine pit is cradled on the pavement of
the firft feam. The figures on the left fide, mark the dif-
tances of the refpetive feams from one another in fathoms,
and confequently, their perpendicular depth, af that place,
from the furface of the ground. The figures on the right
hand mark the thicknefs, from the roof to the pavement,
of the feveral feams, in feet and inches. From thefe things
it appears, that from the pavement of the firft feam to that
of the eleventh, is 104 fathoms ; confequently, if the engine-
pit were removed fo far to the dip as to take hold of firft
feam, or Bow-bridge coal, at a depth of 20 fathoms, it would
take hold of the whole 11 feams at the depth of 124
fathoms, which is faid to be lefs than the depth from
%vhich coals are raifed at Newcaftle and Whitchaven; and

fuch

# Englifh technical term, Bajets out,
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fuch a pit would command * 37 feet of good coal, which is
faid to be more than they raife from the fame depth at ei-
ther of thefe places. And along with the coal they could
raife, with lttle expence, a vein of iron-flone, lying
upon the roof of the feventh feam of coal. But this is
an enterprife which muft be left to future generations. At
prefent, the dip engine-pit, reaches only 54 fathoms, and
takes in only five of the feams, viz. from the pavement of
the firft : And though the engine on that pit has a cylinder
5 feet in diameter, and a 16 inch working barrel, yet they
were juftly afraid that it would not be able to manage the
prodigious weight of water ; fo that they have lately erected
on the rife-pit (40 fathomis deep), a fecond fteam-engine, with
a 4} feet cylinder, and a 13} inch working barrel, which it
is to be hoped will do their bufinefs effectually ; and they
have at prefent a field of coal on the /ewe/ and rife, which
will probably ferve them for a generation or two.

Subterraneous Divifions of the Coal Fields.—1x. This very ex-
tenfive field of coal, reaching from Saltcoats to Garnock, is
cut into three parts, by two great galls or dikes that run
through the whole field, nearly in a line from north to
fouth. The firft weftern divifion next Saltcoats was
wrought improperly in the 1719; and the greateft part of
it remains, very much incommoded with water, open to fu-
ture adventurers. It is bounded on the eaft by the Capon-
craig Gall, a great dike of hard whin-ftone, above 20 yards
thick, at leaft where it appears at the furface, finking per-
pendicularly into the earth to an unknown depth. This

dike

* In the eaftern part of the field, there are two thin feams,
befides thofe exhibited, !ying between the gth and 1oth, one of
3 feet, and another of 2 feet 4 inches, which would make the
thicknefs of the whole coal raifed there 42 feet 4 inches,
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dike does not in the leaft difturb the firata of coal where it
cuts them, but has the happy effett of keeping off the great
wafte of water on the weft fide of it, from

2. The fecond centre divifion of the coal-field, by much
the largeft which is wrought at prefent. This is bounded
on the eaft by the Piper-heugh gall, a dyke {mall and thin
compared with the former, and the metal or fubftance of it
foft. It is what the miners call a Aitzch, i.e. it difturbs all
the firata of coal, of ftone, and every thing elfe in its neigh-
bourhood, fo as to make them ftart fuddenly about ten or
twelve fathoms out of their former inclined plain : But they
immediately go on again in a fimilar declivity, at their regu-
lar or parallel diftances. In this divifion there is faid to be
an extent of a field of coal about 2000 yards on the level of
the dip engine pit, viz. at 54 fathoms, and all clear to the

rife of this.

3. The third or eaft divifion reaches from the Piper-heugh-
fiep to another, called the Milldam-ftep, and gives them an ex-
tent of level of about 1500 yards. Here the coal, inftead of its
ufual dip of one fathom in five, dips one in ten. The fecond
and third feams become alfo fo thin as to be worth nothing,
And the whole coal, when it approaches towards the laft
named Milldam-ftep, becomes very much troubled, and turns
into what they call Aumph, a black ufelefs fubftance. In all
probability it continues in the fame ftate to the eaft, as feve-
ral unfuccefsful trials have been made in the parith of Kil-
winning and on the Muir of Irvine, on the level of the Ste-
venfton coal, and not a little money funk in thefe experi-

ments.

Late fpirited efforts in working the Coal-mines.—But to trace
a
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a little further the late improvements in this parifh.—About
the year 1770, the Auchinharvie eftate, comprehending the
weftern divifion of the coal-field, the harbour of Saltcoats,
the Salt-pans, and every thing conneéted with the colleries,
came into the pofleflion of the prefent Robert Reid Cun-
ningham, a gentleman who inherits a fufficient portion of the
adtive and enterprifing fpirit of his great-grandfather, and has
profecuted his fchemes with judgment, perfeverance, and
fuccefs. The fervitude already mentioned, page 11. being
then expired, Mr Cunningham entered into a copartnery for
a long period with his neighbour Mr Warner, the proprietor
of the reft of the coal-field. They made trial, by finking
pits between the 2d and 3d divifions, not difcouraged by the
prodigious depth of fand, which required three or four hun-
dred men at the beginning to work night and day without
intermifiion, in fcooping a circle near a hundred feet in dia-
meter at the {urface, narrowing it gradually, till they reached
the clay at the depth of 30 or 36 feet, and were thus able to
{ecure themfelves againft the increafing force of the under
water. Here they found excellent coal, but loaded with the
expence of a confiderable land carriage to Saltcoats, through
deep fands. Mr Cunningham hefitated for fome time be-
tween the two fchemes of conftruting a waggon-road, or
cutting a canal. He fortunately fixed on the laft, which was
executed at much lefs expence than had been calculated, and
free of all the formidable dangers that had been predicted.
The canal was finifhed and navigated September 19. 1772,
the firft upon which any bufine{s was done in Scotland. It
Is a ditch without any locks, but very wide and deep in fome
places, from the inequality of the ground; 2% miles long,
befides the long fide branches afterwards cut to the mouth
of every new pit that was opened ; twelve feet wide at the
bottom, the fides inclined at an angle of 45 degrees; the

water
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water four feet deep; the boats carry for the thipping, or thé
falt-pans, from twelve to fifteen tons ; the land carriage 600
yards from the weft end of the canal to the harbour of Salt«
coats. :

In the year 1448, thefe gentlemen made a new and fuccefs-
ful trial, where nothing had ever been attempted before, in a
field called the Mi/k, on the banks of the Garnock, at the
eaftern extremity of Mr Warner’s eftate and of the parifh.
There they ereted a fire-engine on a pit forty fathoms deep,
and wrought the firft and fourth feams, (fce figure.) They
continued in the mean time to work on their weftern colliery till
they were ftopped by an unconquerable depth of fand, This
obftacle they endeavoured to furmount by a very ingenious
effort. They attempted to drive a very fmall canal under
ground, from the bottom of the pit along the level and pave-
ment of the coal, and atually carried this canal more than
200 yards eaftward; purpofing, had things anfwered, to
have driven it on, the whole way to the Mifk ; to have con-
ne&ed their two colleries by means of this fubterrancous
communication, and thus to have faved themf{elves the enor-
mous expence of finking pits from the furface along this
track. But unfortunately their coal at that place began to
degenerate, and turn into humph ; fo that they were forced
to abandon this proje®, and execute another more obvious
and practicable for the exportation of the Mifk coal. This
was, to cut two fhort canals above ground, from the Garnock
to the mouth of their two pits, with flood-gates facing the
river; and to build lighters of thirty tons burden. Into
thefe the bafkets full of coals are emptied, or poured, as they
come up from the mouth of the pit, at a very fmall charge;
and, failing down the canals and the river, the lighters dif=
charge their coals either into empty veffels lying at anchor ini

the
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the bay, or, more frequently, into the Irvine fhips, which
have already taken part of their loading within the bar of
their own river, and, for want of depth of water, are unable
to complete it. Thus thefe gentlemen have increafed the
trade of the port of Irvine, as well as that of Saltcoats. This
work, however, can only be carried on én moderate weather;
but no dangerous accidents have hitherto atrended it.

At thefe two colleries there are upwards of 200 men, ex-
clufive of Zoys, employed, and about 5o horfes: Near 20 of
the horfes under ground ; the reft in the gins and land car-
riage. The fecondary employment created by the exporta-
tion, and by the carriage of an extenfive land fale, cannot be
ftated. '

, Tons,

Produce of the Colleries.~The quantity of round

coal, fplent coal, {mall or pan coal, raifed from

the Weft Colliery, taken at an average of twen.

ty years, ending March 27. 1590, amounts

yearly to about - - - - 13,000
The quantity of the fame, raifed from the Eaft or

Mifk Colliery, taken at an average of eleven

years from the fame day, amounts yearly to

about - - - - - 10,000

Total annual out-put about 23,000

This is greatly on the increafe, from the prefent good efta~
blithment of the work ; the Weftern Colliery alone, during
the prefent month, March 1791, having put out more than
soaq tons weekly.

Prices of Coal.—The price of the coal here to the thipmaf-
Vor. VIL C ters
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ters is 6s. per ton. The Britith duty about 1s. 2d. per
chaldron. The duty by the Irith Parliament 8d. per ton,
Additional duty or tax laid on by the Lord Mayor of Dublin
for paving the fireets, &c. 1s. 2d. The price in the
Dublin market is flutuating ; never below 16s. per ton;
feldom above 20s.; fometimes it rifes to 3o0s.3; and laft
winter, when the fhips were kept in their ports by more than
two months of wefterly ftorms, it rofe to 36s. ger ton. The
quantity of Ayrfhire coal imported into the north of Ireland
bears but a {mall proportion to what they receive from
Whitehaven. The coal fhips return here from Dublin in
balaft. Except fome very trifling articles of provifion, they
bring home the value of their cargoes in hard guineas.

Sa/t.—The drofs or rubbifh of the coal, mixed with a little
good round coal, is ufed for making /alz. The fame ftoff is
employed to heat their fteam engines, and to burn lime,
and is fold for the laft purpofe at half price. A new falt-
pan was ereted about two years ago : They talk of build-
ing two more. At prefent there are four, all contiguous to
the harbour, with a large refervoir, which, however, unlefs
during the heat of fummer, is of little fervice in ftrengthen-
ing or evaporating the fea-water. Though the pans are five
miles diftant from the mouth of the two large rivers; yet,
during a track of rainy or of dry weather, there is a very
confiderable difference in the ftrength of the water, and con-
fequently in the quantity of falt made from it.

Bolls. Fir.
The quantity of falt made at the pans for four

years, ending March 27. 1790, was - 13049 3
Average quantity made yearly, being a fourth
A of the above - - - - 3262 2

The
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The yearly daty payable on the above, at 6 s. per boll, is
9781 125, This, however, is the grofs duty, fome little dif=
count being allowed for fea wafte, prompt payment, &c. The
quantity made will increafe from the additional falt-pan. It
is chiefly difpofed of by an inland fale, reaching to the fkirts
of Renfrewfhire and Clydefdale, till it meet the Borrowftoun-
nefs {alt from the eaft coaft; which, for I know not what
reafon, feems to be made cheaper than on this coaft, and can
therefore bear the expence of a longer land carriage. A
cargo of falt is fometimes thipped from Saltcoats to the coafts
of Galloway and Nith{dale, but never to Ireland ; on the
contrary, over the whole weft coaft of Scotland, from Mull
to the Solway Frith, the Irifh falt is fmuggled in fuch quan-
tities as to be very prejudicial to the falt manufaGurers and
to the revenue. Confidering the high price of coal in Ire-
land, it may feem firange that we thould be rivalled and un-
derfold in an article fo much conneéted with coal 3 but it is
to be accounted for from thefe circumftances ; that the two
procefles of making falt and burning lime are combined in
Ireland, and carried on with the fame fuel, probably turf;
that their falt is almoft free from any duty ; and, above all,
they have the liberty of importing #ock-/alt from the Englith
mines without any duty, or with a very trifling one. The
mineral-falt diffolved in fea-water makes their procefs eafy
and cheap, an advantage from which the Britith manufaturer
is cut off entirely. This grievance deferves the attention of
thofe who have it in their power to remove it; and the
means is very obvious, viz. the laying fuch a confiderable
but equitable duzy on the exportation of the Englifh rock-
falt as would bring the prices of the Irith and Britith falt to
par: For, though every indulgence ought to be given to the

fifter kingdom which her fituation requires, it feems rather
unreafonablé
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unreafonable to firetch this, fo far as to hurt the manuface
tures and revenues of Britain,

Estent of the Coal Country of Scotland.—Though the account
of the coal has been extended, perhaps, too far, becaufe it is
the moft diftinguifhing feature in the ancient and prefent
Sate of this parifh, yet I cannot conclude it without taking
notice, that the Stevenfton mines are the northern limit of
the coal country on the weft coaft of Scotland ; as the Bar-
geny mines, near Girvan, are the fouthern limit. North of
Saltcoats there are no coal firata * to be found, to the ex-
tremity of the ifland. South of Girvan, none, till you crofs
the Solway Frith. There will be two points, correfponding
to Saltcoats and Girvan, on the eaft coaft : And within thefe
four points the coal country of Scotland firetches, néarly
from the S. W. to the N. E. acrofs the ifland ; in breadth
between 30 and 4o miles .

Ship-

* I fay firata. Some veins of coal, or of a finer fimilar {ub-
ftance, from fix inches to two feet thick, have been found in the
ifland of Mull, at Caftle-Leod, and perhaps other places in the
Highlands, among veins. of lead, between fiffures of rocks,
and under what has been (perhaps erroneoufly) taken for
jointed lava or bafaltes. But thefe coal veins are fo fhort and
inconfiderable, and the whole appearance of the metals, as they
call them (the other {ubterraneous ftrata), is fo different from
the appearance in a coal field, that the veins muft be confidered
as fingular phaenomena, which may, indeed, exercife the inge-
nuity of the naturalilt, but upon which no folid pradical con-
clufions as to the exiltence of coal can be founded.

+ The north line begins at Saltcoats, or rather at Campbel-
ton (mearly S. W, of us), runs through the parithes of Dalry,
Kilbirny, Lochwhinoch, Kilbarchan, croffes the Clyde about
four miles weft of Glafgow, pafles through the ealt corner of
Dumbartonthire, takes in (probably) all Stirlingfhire, Clack-
mannanthire, paffes through the middle of Fife, along the high
country to the fouth of the river Eden, and ends fomewhere
near Fifenefs. The fouth line begins near Girvan, goes on to

Demellington,
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8bip-Building.—The ipirited and fuccefsful exertions in the
coal branch which have been defcribed, the circulation of
Irith gold, and the animating example of Mr Cunningham,
gave a new {pur to the induftry and improvement of the
parith. Other circumftances concurred ; fuch as the Ame-
rican war. The Saltcoats people, finding an increafing de-
mand for {hips, which they could not build in America, nor
buy at that time in Britain but at a high price, were natu-
rally led to attempt to build them themfelves, their harbour
being remarkably convenient for launching them. Accor-
dingly, they began to import thip timber from South Wales ;
and in a place where fcarcely a boat had been built before,
three carpenters yards were fet up one after another, which
have gone on fuccefsfully ever fince. In thefe yards there
have been built, from the year 1775 to the 1590,

No. of Veffels. Tons,

6 thips, from 160 to 220 tons - 1155

37 brigs, from 55 to 180 tons - - 4630

18 floops, from 20 te 85 tons - - 1083

3 {mall vefiels at prefent on the ftocks 22§

Total 64 veflels. 709§
Value

Demellington, Sanquhar, Muirkirk, Lifmahagoe. It cannot be
traced farther, from the accounts of the miners. It ends, pro-
bably, near North-Berwick. More light will be thrown upon
the fubje@, from the Statiftical Reports of the different parifhes
when they are completed. The coal country in the north of
England, from Whitehaven to Newcaftle, is probably of a
greater breadth than the Scottifh, and feems to run acrofs the
ifland in a fimilar dire®ion. There is alfo coal in the fouth-
welt of England, from Somerfetfhire to North Wales ; but it is
probably infulated, or in patches ; at leaft, this is the cafe with
two great beds of it, one in Colbrook-vale, at the Iron-bridge,
in the north of Shropthire, and another in the fouth of Staf-
fordfhire, which have no conneion with one another, or with
the reft of the mines. It would be well worth while to trace
the extent of this valuable mineral threughout the whole ifland.
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Value of the above from the carpenter’s hands,

at the low rate of 5L per ton - - L. 35,47¢%
Value of the iron, the mafts, yards, rigging,
fails, &ec. - - - As much moré.

All thefe veflels do not belong to the port of Saltcoats.
Several of them were built by commiffion for other ports 5
and fome of the largeft of them were afterwards profitably
fold by their owners, in England, Ireland, and Spain. The
three carpenters yards generally employ 6o men. There
are not fo many at work at prefent, as the demand is lefs
than formerly. One of the mafters is about to remove to
Belfaft, but will foon be fucceeded by another.

Other Branches of Manufaflure—About the fame time a
rope-yard was eftablifhed, which conftantly employs, at an
average, 25 men, and works up annually a cargo or more
of hemp, imported in a large brig from Peterfburgh and
Riga. The eftablithing a manufaltory for working fail-
cloth at Saltcoats, has been thought of ; but there is not fuf-
ficient encouragement as yet for carrying this fcheme into
execution. Three or four men are employed at the rope-
yard in making (fewing) fails. Some time after, a confider-
able brewery was built near Saltcoats, which continues to
fupply the towns and the country for feveral miles round
with fmall-beer. A diftillery was fet on foot about five
years ago, which, while it continued, confumed weekly a
very great quantity ot bear and barley ; but when the duty
on licenfed fiills was doubled, the proprietors found them-

felves obliged to give it up.

Trade and Shipping of Saltcoats.—The exports from Salt-
coats, befides the coal and falt, are only a few herrings, with
fome
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fome bales of the Paifley filk and cotton manufaétures, which
go that way to Ireland. A confiderable quantity of oats
from the parifh, is carried in boats every Spring to Arran
and Kintyre for feed.

There is annually imported a cargo of hemp from Peter{-
burgh ;

A cargo of iron from Gottenburgh;

Three cargoes of fir timber from Memel ; and

As much fhip timber from Wales as is needed.

The average of oats, oatmeal, and barley, for three years
preceding January laft, imported chiefly from Galloway,
above 2000 bolls annually. From January to May 1791,
imported about 3coo bolls, The Ayrfhire boll is exactly
the Englith quarter. A little linen yarn, and fome trifles
of provifion from Ireland, are all the other imports recol»
lected.

During the Summers 1788, 1789, 1790, three veflels, of
about 100 tons each, were annually employed in the New-
toundland fifhery. They were very fuccefsful on the Banks,
in getting as many fifh as they could carry ; but from fome
circumftances and accidents, the fales of their cargoes did
not anfwer expectation, fo that the adventurers have drop-

ped this bufinefs at prefent.

For a confiderable time backwards, Saltcoats veflels have
been employed in the Weft herring fifhery, to the number
of 12 or 13 annually. This bufinefs is alfo on the decline,
as there are now only about eight, and thefe have been un-
fuccefsful for the laft three years. The bufles from Camp-

belton and Rofa, have done better than the Saltcoats ones,
The
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The reafon of this may be, that the Saltcoats bufles are too
large, from 8o to go tons, navigated by 18 men. The ex-
pence of their maintenance for more than three months, and
that of the nets, falt, &c. exhauft all the profit of their
fmall cargoes, together with the bounty, now in part with-
drawn ; whereas the Highland bufles are only from Go to
65 tons, navigated by 10 or 11 men. But the principal
reafon may be, that the Highland failors and rowers are
more expert at the bufinefs than ours.

Notwithftanding thefe difcouragements, the number and
value of the veflels belonging to the port have doubled with-
in thefe laft twelve years, and doubtlefs the trade increafed in
fome proportion to this, The number at prefent is

18 veflels below 100 tons

23 from 100 to 200 tons
Total veflels 41, the regiftered tonnage of which is about
4300 tons, navigated by above 320 men. About a dozen of
the largeft of thefe veflels do not frequent their own incom-
modious port, but find employment, in the carrying trade, in
the ports of Glafgow, Liverpool, and London *.

Populatim

* The carrying trade has been greatly hurt by a late Regu-
lation of the Congrefs, according to which, goods imported in-
to America in Briti/b bottoms, pay confiderably more duty than
goods imported in American bottoms. The effect of this might
be eafily deftroyed by a counter-regulation of the Britith go-
vernment, to confine the benefit of their debentures entirely to

oods exported from this ifland in Britifh bottoms. Without
fome fuch regulation, this kind of trade, {o important to Bri-
tain in raifing a nurfery of failors, is in fome danger of being
transferred to America, as our merchants already employ their
fhips, and let our’s lie idle.
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Population and Police of Saltcoatss
in the fouth or Stevenfton fide of the town there are

Houfes. Perfons,
‘ 169 inhabited by 1131
Ardroflan fide i 230 : — 1194
Total houfes and inhabitants 399 2325

There are no magiftrates, nor any local police in Saltcoats;
only one inconfiderable annual fairy no market-place nor
weekly markets; no tonnage paid by the veflels. A thore-
bailiff levies the fmall anchorage dues, and carries into ex-
ecution fuch regulations as are neceflary for the loading and
failing of the veffels ; which regulations the owners or maf-
ters come under a written obligation to fubmit to. The Earl
of Eglinton is proprietor, and receives rent for all the houlfes
on the Ardroffan fide, built by the pofleflors on longer or
fhorter tacks. His Lordthip is alfo fuperior of the Steven-
fton fide of the town, all the houfes, except a few, paying

him a {mall feu-duty.

Population of the Parifb.—Annual average of the Births for
the laft 4o years.

Annual average from January 1. 1751t

to January 1761 - - 54
Ditto, from Jan. 1761 to Jan. 1771 between 53 and 54
Diito, from Jan. 1771 to 1731 - 58
Ditto, from Jan. 1781 to 179t - 94

Annual average of the Deaths for the laft 40 years,
Annual average from January 1. 1751
to January 1761 - - - 36
Vor. VIL D Ditto,
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Ditto, from Jan. 1761 to Jan. 1771 between 35 and 36
Ditto, from Jan. 1771 to 1781 - between 29 and 30 -
Ditto, from Jan. 1781 to 1791 - 46

Annual average of the Marriages for the laft 40 years,

Annual average from January r. 1751

to January 1761 - - between 12 and 13
Ditto, from Jan. 1761 to Jan. 1771 between 11 and 12
Ditto, from Jan. 1771 to 1781 - 14
Ditto, from Jan. 1781 to 1791 - 18

The marriages comprehend thofe only where the couple con-
tinued to refide in the parith. Thofe, where the bride left
it, were purpofely ftruck off the lifts, to avoid confufion with
other parifhes. |

In anfwer to the queries, this abridgement from the parifh
‘regifters has been given, but no calculations can be founded
on the deaths, as many of the parifhioners die at fea, and in
diftant places of the world. The increafing population of
this parifh is chiefly to be afcribed to the influx of ftrangers
from other parifhes into a place where they have a reafon-
able profpeét of work and maintenance ; and the rate of this
will be beft feen from the following faits.

It is certain, that the number of fouls

in Stevenfton parifh in the year 1700 was below 400
No. when Dr Weblter’s furvey was made

in the - - - - 1755 1412
No. of fouls from adtual {urveys in the

year - - - 1760 1325
Ditto; in the year - - 1765 1431
Ditto, in the year - - 1783 1884
Ditto, in April - - - . 1791 242§

In
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In April 1791, there were in Saltcoats,

Dawelling-houfes.  Families. Souls.

169 250 1131

In Stevenfion town - 174 234 1019
In the country, gentle.
mens, farmers, and

miners houfes - 46 5t 27§

Total in the parifh 389 535 2428

Of thefe 535 families, there are 5§06 married and widows,
and only 29 heads of families unmarried, (of thefe about 20
females). The children under the age of feven are, in Salt-
coats, very near a fifth part; in Stevenfton and the country,
very near a fourth part of the whole inhabitants. All the
individuals do not a&ually refide in the parifh; they have,
however, no fixed houfe or refidence bur there.

Different Claffes.—About ten years ago, a Relief Meeting-
houie was built near Saltcoats, There are about 8o families
in this parifh of that perfuaficn, 14 families of Burghers and
Antiburghers, and a fingle Cameronian. Three perfons in
the parith were born in kngland, five or fix in Ireland, and
more than a half of the heads of families born in other dif=
tricts of Scotland. There are 20 families of farmers, and
fix or eight cottagers, or perfons in that flile, though they
may hold their fmall pofleflions from a proprietor. ‘The
number of thofe individuals in the parith who are and have
been failors cannot be afcertained, probably between two and

three hundred.

Lmployed
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Employed about the coal, Taylors - - 10
above - 200 Carters and carriers in the
Befides thefe, there are two towns - - 16

12 ¢arters and 14 falt- Butchers - - 5

ers. Bakers - - 3
‘Weavers, about - 70 Servants houfehold, chiefly
‘Wrights - - 19 female, above - 50
Mafons - - 17 Labouring men fervants,
Smiths - - 8 about - - 24
Shoemakers . 10

There are none juft now living in the parifh who have at-
tained to the age of go; three or four very near it. Zavo
died lately beyond that age, and one fome time ago confi-
derably beyond 100, viz, a Highlander, who had been at the
battle of Killickrankie. '

Horfes, Es’c.—TbePnumber of horfes in the parifh is 1353
a good breed of milk cows, between the Englifh and the
country kind ; no fheep, except the few reared for the gen-
tlemen’s tables. There are at prefent three, generally four
chaifes, none for hire as yet, except during the fea-bathing,
and between 70 and 8o carts, taking in the whole parifh.
The canal has greatly diminifhed their number.

Rent.—The valued rent of the parith is 12061. Scotch.
The real land rent (valuing the ground in the proprietors
hands at a very moderate rent) may be about 11701. Sterling,
The rent of the houfes in the two towns, from the increafing
demand for them, is higher than in moft places of the king;
dom. The beft of the houfes, poflefled by the owners them-
felves, pay no rent; but, according to a calculation, which
g'pay be depended on, were the whole 169 houfes in Saltcoats

let



v of Stevenfton.. 29

Yet at the prefent high rate, they would give Bool. Thofe
in Stevenfion (excluding the manfe, and a gentleman’s houfe
contiguous to it) 460l 5 in all 12601. annually.

Acres.—There are feven heritors or land proprietors. They
all refide in the parith except the Earl of Eglinton, whofe
property in it is but fmall. Of the fix refiding heritors,
three draw about five-fixths of the rent. The arable or cul-
tivated ground in the parith is now all inclofed ; about 400
acres of it pofleffed by the proprietors; 20 farms, and about
100 acres in {mall inclofures contiguous to the towns. Thefe
may comprehend altogether near f5o0o acres. About two
thirds of this inclofed ground is in pafture or hay. The un.
inclofed and uncultivated fandy ground has never been pro-
perly meafured. It is vifibly larger in extent than the for.
mer, and may be fomewhere between 1600 and 1800 acres.
This extenfive track, however valuable from the coal in its
bowels, yields nothing from the furface but a fcanty provifion
during the fummer to about 5o cows ; befides a rabbit-warren
in the weft quarter of it, out of which they kill annually near
300 dozen. The furs and the flefh are in value about 10s.

the dozen.

Agriculture.—~The ground in the inclofures contiguous to
the town is generally let from 3o0s. to 21 per acre. The
average rent of the farms is juft now about 13s. an acre,
This will rife confiderably at the expiration of the long and
cheap leafes of four of the largeft farms. After that event,
there will {carcely be an acre under a guinea, the ufual rate
of the new tacks or leafes at prefent, The farms are not
large. At the end of the prefent tacks they will be fill
fimaller, the proprietors finding it their intereft to fubdivide
them. By the late tacks, the farmers are bound to plow

three
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three years, and reft fix. But, if they choofe to manure an
inclofure every third year with a fpecified quantity of dung,
- they may continue to plow it as long as they pleafe. Of
their own accord they lay down all the ground they reft with
grafs-feeds, chiefly rye-grafs, the feed of which they fave
themfelves, raifing tolerable good crops of it on every kind
of ground. The clovers, efpecially the red, does not fuit their
particular kind of clay ; not that it is too ftrong, but there is
fomething in the foil adverfe to it, which no manure nor cul-
tivation can conquer, On the loams, the gravelly, and even
the pure fandy foil, there are crops of grafles raifed abundantly
rich and luxurious. The farmers pay their rents chiefly from
the dairy. The turnip hufbandry is never attempted, for a
reafon eafily guefled at,

Oats is the principal grain which they fow. It covers,
perhaps, three fourths of their plowed ground. On the reft
they have bear, or barley, and beans, {fown at the ufual times.
For ten years paft, the farmers and proprietors have begun
to fow a little wheat, under the difadvantage of being obliged
to carry it 14 and 18 miles to a market. This is in part re-
mmoved, by wheat mills erected nearer them. In confequence
of the very fuperior profit of this grain on qur dry grounds,
the wheat culture is increafing every year. It is feldom or
never {fown here after a thorough Summer fallow, but after
a potatoe fallow, the rows of the potatoes four feet diftant,
the fpaces between them plowed four or five times, from the-
beginning of June to the beginning or middle of Auguft,
when the rows become luxuriant, and begin to unite. This,
befides the preparatory plowings and drefling of the ground
in the Spring. They ufe, for fallowing and planting the
potatoes, a fmall plough of the Scotch form, drawn by a fin.

gle horfe. Another practice they have very lately learned,
which
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which deferves attention and imitation. They break up the
oldeft, the richeft, and dryeft of their /eys with a fingle
tilth, and immediately fow wheat upon it. They endeavour
to plough deep, and to lay the ridges turned up by the
plough as clofe as poffible, to prevent the growth of the un-
der grafs during the Winter, which, however, feldom di-
fturbs the crop. The ground is generally drefled with lime
or dung, about a month or fo before ; but if the ley be old
and rich, they referve the manure for the fubfequent crops.
A crop of oats, in a wet feafon, would lodge on fuch ground :
The wheat runs little hazard. This ley-wheat is fown in.
the beginning of September ; that on the potatoe fallow in
the end of O&ober, fometimes in the middle and towards

the end of November. There is never any feverity of Win-
ter here to hurt it ¥,

Manufallures,

* The following fteep is generally ufed before fowmg, and
it effectually prevents the fmutt in wheat. Diffolve, in a quan-
tity of water fufficient to cover the feed, as much common falt
as will bring the pickle to {fuch a ftrength that an egg will
fwim on it. Pour in the wheat very flowly and gradually,
ftirring it in the mean time ﬂrongly and inceflantly, and care-
fully fkimming off all the light grain that rifes to the furface.
Let the wheat, thus purified, lie under the pickle about thirty-
fix hours ; then take it out of the hogfhead in fmall quantities,
fpreading it in very thin layers on the floor (before a fire, if
convenient), and fifting on every layer as much quicklime as
will dry or cruit the drenched wheat, in fuch a manner that
every grain can be eafily feparated and fown with the hand.
Sow it immediately, if the weather will permit ; if not, it will
fuffer nothing by lying for a few days in that ftate.

A refpe&table Lnglith agricultural writer has lately denied
the efficacy of falt, or any other fteep, to prevent {mutt in
wheat. Without conjeturing on different foils, and feed, and
modes of preparation, I fhall only fay, that after more than 20
vears trial of this fteep, I never faw any fmutt in the very fmall
quantity of wheat I raife annually. Oan the other hand, I ne-
ver examined a field where it was negle@ed without nndmv
fome; a rare ear or too, perhaps, the firh year, but abundance

the
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Manufuctures~There was formerly a great deal of thin
narrow linen, from 10d. to 1s. 1d. a yard, made in this
parifh

the next. From motives of frugality, we diffolve dirty falt {the
fwweepings of the garnels, bought at a low price) in fea water.
But I fhould hardly think this circumftance could make any
difference.

A valt quantity of potatoes is raifed in this parifh, not only
by the farmets, but every family in the towns have a patch of
them, which they plant and drefs themfelves, in the neighbour-
ing inclofures, if they can procure ground, if not, they gotoa
confiderable diftance. This not only makes a principal article
of family provifion, but is ufed here for feeding fwme, horfes,
and efpecially milk cows. )

The price of many articles of provifion is lower, and that of
labour higher here, than in many other diftri@ts of Scotland.
The firft is the confequence of plenty, joined with our diftance
from the great markets of Glafgow, Paifley, and Greenock.
The laft is the confequence of the increafing demand for labour.
Eggs are from 3d. to 4d. per dozen; beef, and all butcher-
meat, from 4 d. to 6 d. per lib. ; pork fomewhat dearer; butter
from 7d. to 10d. the lib. ; the Ayrfhire pound is 24 ouncesy
or 1% pounds Englith; honey at 6s. the Scotch pint, ive. §
pounds Englith; falmon, except at an early feafon, 3d. the
Englith pound. The price of molt of thefe articles, and alfo
of cheefe and coals, has rifen, within thefe laft 20 years, about
a third part. The price of eggs, butter, and alfo of horfes,
has doubled ; and that of falmon, in confequence of an eafier
carriage from Ayr to Edinburgh, tripled.

The wages of the coal-hewers, or miners, are from 2s. 6d.
10 3s. a day; but they never work above five days in the
week. The coal is now fo well afcertained, that it is lately let
by the piece at one of the collieries, much to the advantage both
of mafter and workmen. Long before the late a&t of Parlia-
ment, the coal-hewers and their children in this diftri&®, were
fet free from their ancient fervitude, by a voluntary deed of
their mafter ; and this much more effe®ually than that adt of
Parliament did. They are here quite on the fame footing with
all other workmen. The wages of the carpenters are 2s. 4
day : Thofe of mafons now nfen to hall a guinea and 1is. a
week, befides fharpening thetr tools. \Vright_s, 1OSs., 2 wee};.
Common labourers, 1 5. 1n Winter, 1s. 2d. often, 1s. 4d. in
Spring and Harveit. Wages of houfe maid.fervants, 3l a year

and vpwards ; and of a labouring man-fervant, not living :ln
, the
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parith and neighbourhood, bleached by private families, fold
at the fairs in the beginning of Auguft, and fent to England,
where it was chiefly ftamped for handkerchiefs ; but for a
number of years paft the demand for it has gradually de-
clined, perhaps from their making it too flight. Still a lit.
tle coarfe linen is made for the market, befides the demand
for the parith wear ; and they are improving the texture of
it. But above 45 of the weavers are now employed by the
Paifley manufalturers in the filk, befides a few in the cotton
branches. A number of young girls are employed alfo by
them and the Glafgow manufa¢turers, in flowering and tam-
bour work. 'Within thefe few weeks, the Feanies have been
introduced, and will give employment to boys and girls in
fpinning cotton. There is a bleachfield in Stevenfton town,
which has fufficient bufinefs from the parifh and neighbour«
hood, bleaching between 8000 and gooo yards yearly. The

nets for the herring bufles are weaved by the Saltcoats
children.

Stipend, School, and Poor.—The ftipend, being moftly
victual, is variable, The whole living, including the glebe,
may be at an average about g61. yearly. Meflrs Alexander
Hamilton of Grange, and Cunningham of Sea-bank, are vice-

patroas,

the houfe, in money, meal, milk, and potatoes, about fourteen
guineas yearly. This laft is a general anfwer to the 3d page of
the quertes, becaufe the families of thefe labouring fervauts live
almolt as well as any other common labourers. The earnings
of their wives and children, muflt ever depend upon their turn
for indultry, Seldom, very feldom, is it in the power of an in-
duftrious mother of three or four young children, to earn, by
fpinning even fine linen yarn, more than 1s. 8d. a week. The
poor families of Highlanders in Saltcoats, can live upon much
lefs than the natives of the place, and feldom apply to the poor’s
funds.

Vou. VII, E
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patrons. The former has the next vice, The manfe, after
undergoing feveral expenfive reparations, was at laft pulled
down, and rebuilt about four years ago, and is now a very
good one. It is above 120 years fince the church was built.
A large aile was added to it by the Saltcoats people, about
48 years ago. The fchool-houfe is an old and inconvenient
one, and muft be rebuilt immediately. The fchoolmafter’s
falary is fcarcely 51, yearly, and ought to be augmented:
His fcholars are not numerous in proportion to the parith,
only about go; but there are two, and fometimes three
other {chools.

The poor are fufficiently numerous in this populous parifh.
The funds for their fupply are under the management of the
minifter and kirk feflion, who lay their accounts once a
year before the principal heritors. There are from g to 12
penfioners on the lift, who receive from 6d. to 1s. 6d.
weekly ; and between 30 and 40 more who receive fupply
occafionally. Above 7L is paid annually for houfe-rents to
the poor ; 41. for the education of poor children, who are
taught in the different fchools at a lower price than the
other children ; and a fmall fum annually for medicines to
the fick. The whole annual difburfements amount to 64k
8s. at an average for 1o years back. The fund which chiefly
fupplies this expence, is the collections at the church, amount.
ing, at the fame average, to gol. 10s.; which, with the
other fmaller funds belonging to the poor, give the fum of
70l, annually. There is a charitable focicty in the parifh,
and two boxes belonging to the coal-hewers and the failors,
which give a little afliftance in this humane work, independent
of the feffion 3 not to mention the private charity of the better
fort, which, in a parifh circumftanced like this, is very con-
fiderable and commendable, besaufe the higheft of them are

well
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well acquainted with the fituation of the poor, and intereft
themfelves in it. :

From tacks of three of the beft farms in the parith, writ-
ten more than 8o years ago, and flill extant, it appears, that
the rent of thefe farms at that time, and probably of all the
reft, was about a fixth part of their prefent rent.

Morals, Manners, and Turn of the Pegple.—~The writer of
this, during a refidence of more than 30 years, has had the
{atisfaétion of obferving a gradual, yet a very firiking change
on the face of the parith, by canals, and other efforts,
which have increafed the mining, trade, and fhipping; by
good roads, convenient bridges, well built houfes, both in
the towns and country ; the whole upper parifh, almott open,
now properly inclofed ; a better mode of culture eafily in-
troduced, and willingly followed by the children of the old
farmers. ‘Thefe things have improved the fituation of the in-
habitants, with refpe& to moft of the conveniencies and comforts
of life ; and they have been projeted and executed by many
different forts of perfons concerned in them, not only with a ju-
dicious and proper regard to their own intereft, butwith a liberal
and laudable public fpirit.  He moft fincerely wifhes that it
was in his power to give the fame favourable teftimony of
their improvement in a higher fcale—he means that of their
minds and morals. But the conftant influx of unkuown per-
fons from diftant parithes, lefs under the refiraints either of
religion or charadter than the native inhabitants, is an unfa-
“vourable circumftance in the way of example. The manner
of life both of the failors and miners, furnithes fome temp-
tation to drunkennefs and intemperance, and leads oa to
habits of thefe vices. The high wages of the miners, earned
by difagreeable and {evere labour, are too often immediately

diffipated ;
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diffipated ; little laid up for the maintenance of their fami-
lies, whofe education is too much negle¢ted. This, how-
ever, is with the exception of {everal individuals. The temp-
tation is much increafed by the cheapnefls of fpirituous li-
. quors, and the number of inns, and houfes for [elling fpirits,
Of thefe there are no lefs than 18 in Stevenfton town, and
16 in Saltcoats, 34 in the whale parifh ; an evil which ought
to be fomehow checked by a better police s for it certainly
has very melancholy confequences on the health, the induf-
try, and the morals of the people. It foon renders them
weak and crazy, turbulent and riotous, idle and worthlefs,
It opens a door to pilfering, and all other vices connefted
with idlenefs,

" Happily the diforder here is as yet confined to the very
loweft clafs. The generality of the people are fully as {ober,
and perhaps more intelligent, as well as more induftrious, than
they were 30 years ago; and having employment enough,
they are in a reafonable degree eafy and happy in their pre-
{ent fituation 3 while feveral of them are very ingenious in
difcovering, and attentive in improving the means in their
power to better it.  The luxury and profligacy of the great
towns have not yet reached them. The fortunes of the bet-
ter fort are fmall, indeed, but gradually increafing by fruga-
lity. The fituation of the greateft part of the parifhioners,
with their habits of education, naturally create a prejudice in
favour of the fea-faring life, and cherith, in young minds,
the {pirit of adventure. Numbers of them never return
home, but marry, and fettle in various places of the world.
By far the greateft part of thofe who do return, behave de-,
cently in their families, and appear lefs infected with the
vices of foreign countries than the generality of that clafs of
men, During the American war, it was computed thgt‘

about
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about 200 Saltcoats failors (including the whole town) were
on board the navy ; one in the rank of a captain, three lieu-
tenants, and above a dozen inferior officers in the fleet.

Hints for the Improvement of the Pari/h.—The raifing coals
from a depth of more than 5o fathoms, by double horfe
gins, is very expenfive. There is a fmall neat fteam engine
in the parifh of Gorbals, a mile fouth of Glafgow, which,
under the management of a fingle man, performs the gin-
work in half the time, and with much greater effeét than
any horfe gin ; raifing large bafkets full of coals alternately,
from a depth of about 6o fathoms. At the finking of a new
dip-pit, this improvement may be worthy of the attention
of our people, and, probably, many other improvements
which the inventive genius of the prefent age may produce,
Perhaps an able mechanic might, with little expence, com-
bine the Gorbals machinery, which is very fimple, with
the machinery of every engine-pit, . e. make a part of the
water raifed by the pumps to raife the coal at the fame time.
If this be impra&licable, the hint will be forgiven from one
who pretends to no fkill in mechanics,

It is very pradticable to bring a part of the uninclofed 1700
acres of fandy ground ia this parith into good culture and
pafture ; it would, indeed, require a great fum to be expend-
ed in inclofing, levelling, and manuring, but would in the end
refund the expence many fold. Three or four of the farms,
and part of the parks of the two proprietors, are already on the
1kirts of that ground. The foil, though pure fand, is very kind-
Iy, more fit for the grafs-hufbandry than the clay {oil; more fit
for potatoes than any foil whatfoever. The loofeft of the fand
makes excellent garden ground. It will bear good wheat, which
has been raifed on an acre of it in the glebe, and feveral acres

of



38 Statiftical Account

of it in the inclofures near Saltcoats. As to the levelling.—a
Thefe Saltcoats inclofures were feued out, 15 years ago, in a
ftate perfectly ufelefs to the eye, full of large hills or mounds
of fand. 'Thefe the feuers annihilated in a few weeks, with-
out almoft either labour or expence. After any heavy rain,
they led the fcattered water, which drilled over from the
higher grounds into a fingle very fmall fiream. This they
direted againft the middle of one of the fand hills, which
was gradually and foon undermined, of whatever height or
bulk it might be. Thus reducing them one after another,
they brought the whole inclofure to a dead level. The fand
hills, indeed, at a greater diftance from the higher grounds,
cannot be {o eafily fubjected to this operation ;4 but there are
acres and hundreds of acres which would need little levelling
or fmoothing *,

Enlargement of the Harbour of Saltcoats.—The laft thing de-
ferving

% As there is fcarcely any fea.weed on the fhore, the grea:
difficulty would be to find manure fufficient to raife one fingle
good grafs crop, to bind the furface by the net-work of its
roots, after which the ground would be gained, Lime, tho’
beneficial, does not anfwer fo well as dung, efpecially cow.
dung. A village of manufadturers, enticed by cheap fuel, and
a very low rent or feu-duty, each family fet down by itfelf, (as
all manufaGurers ought to be), with fmall inclofures of three
_or four acres behind the houfes, would foon, by means of their
cows and potatoes, make their fmall inclofures as valuable as
the Saltcoats ones. The reft, and by much the greateft part of
the track, conld not be brought into culture without much
expence. But, as it is already inclofed in part, by the canal
and its various branches, it might be planted with trees of dif-
ferent kinds belt fuited to the foil, efpecially the pine or fir
kinds; and, though the fea air and forms would undoubtedly
deftroy a fmall part of the young trees moft expofed to this dan-
ger, yet the reft would foon rife under the fhelter of one an-
other, favoured by the great inequality of that part of the

round, and, in proper time, turn this dreary, bare, barren
walte, into a comfortable, extenfive, and valuable plantation.
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ferving attention is the enlargement of Saltcoats Harbour.
Though the firft building of it, go years ago, was a great ef-
fort for a private gentlemen, it does not now fuit the im-
proved ftate of the trade and fhipping. It confifts of a quay,
all of ftone, about 24 feet thick, large hewn ftones on each
fide, and an outer wall to fhelter the thips, of a confiderable
height. This building runs along a natural ridge of rocks,
in a ftraight line from N.E. to S. W. five hundred feet.
At the S. W. end, it turns at a right angle, and runs through
the fea, more than a hundred and fixty feet, forming a pier
which points nearly north. Within this retangular fpace is
the prefent harbour, capable of containing 24 veflels, having
a proper clay bottom, dry at low water, and from 10to 12
feet deep at {pring tides, admitting veflels of 200 tons. But,
as only two large, and three {maller veflels can be loaded at
a time, and the large ones muft be hauled down to the very
end or point of the pier, before they can complete their load-
ing, and muft fail too, at a {pring-tide, in order to make
room for the loading of the reft. This delay is a very great
inconvenience in the coal trade.

To remove which, it is propofed to carry forward the firft
defcribed line of quay two hundred and fifty feet beyond the
pier, onwards to the S. W, along the fame line of natural
rocks, which ftill continues. Then, to turn it through the
fea, northward and eafigrard with a fingle obtufe angle, till
it comes fo near the point of the pier as to leave room for
fhips to enter. This would form an outer harbour capable of
containing 14 veflels more, in water from 15 to 16 feet, and
much more commodious than the prefent one. For the
prefent pier (ftripped of its outer wall) would ftand as a
tongue or middle quay between them, from which veffels
could take in their loading on each fide; the largeft always

lying
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lying in the outer harbour, which would admit fhips of 306"
tons. Lvery perfon may conceive in a moment of what ad-
vantage this would be to the trade of Saltcoats, where the
veflels now frequently lie for feveral weeks before they can
receive their loading ; while, in the mean time, perhaps the
price of coals is high at Dublin, and an Englifh fleet of col-
liers arrives there before them, and brings down the price
three or four fhillings a ton. The public benefit alfo would
be very confiderable to the Glafgow fhips, and to all other
thips checked within the bay, as they fometimes are, by wel-
terly ftorms. They would then have a better place of fhel-
ter to run into than under the Lady lile, defcribed page 3.
and at times, too, when perhaps, from the courfe of the
winds, that lfle was inacceffible to them.

Of late, a more than ufual attention and ardour has been
raifed about this objet, partly owing to the ftatiftical inqui-
ries now going forward. Within this fortnight, (26th May
1791), an accurate furvey has been taken, and plans and efti.
mates drawn out, which ftate the expence of this very .im-
portant improvement at only about 2000l. Small as this

“fum may appear, it will require the affiftance of public fpirit~
ed perfons. It is efpecially worthy of the attention of the
Earl of Eglinton, who has fuch a particular conne&ion
with this rifing town. The line which divides the two
parifbes runs acrofs the prefent h¥rbour from eaft to weft.
Ou the north or Ardroffan fide, which is his Lordthip’s pro-
perty, there is a fheltered place for thips, nearly double the
extent of both the inner and outer harbours which front it.
The bottom of this fpace is rocky ; but, if it were deepened by
raifing the rock, which is free-ftone, (and would be very ufe-
ful in building the new harbour), and if a quay were carried
out from the north fide, tiil it fhould come not far from the

point
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point of the prefent pier, and the whole fquare bafon com-
pleted, (which perhaps would not coft above another 10001.),
it would make one of the moft convenient and fpacious har-
bours in the kingdom.

In the above report, miles always mean Englith miles, and
acres Scotch acres.

Vor. VIL F N U M.
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NUMBER IL
PARISH OF ARDROSSAN.

{County of Ayr.—Prefbytery of Irvine.~Synod of
Glafgow and Ayr.)

By the Reverend Mr JoHN DuNcaN.

Name, Situation, and Extent.

HIS parith takes its name from a fmall promontory
—  which terminates in a ridge of romantic rocks run-
ning into the fea, about a mile and a half from the town of
Saltcoats. It probably obtained the well known prefix Ard
from its confpicuous fituation, having the fea on one fide,
and flat fields on the other ;. or from the rank of the ancient
proprietors, who are faid to have had extenfive pofleflions in
this country. It is fituated about 18 ftatute miles from the
town of Ayr, and fix miles from Irvine. The different ex-
tenfions and divifions of the parith are very irregular. The
medium length, from north to fouth, is fix miles or thereby ;
its greateft breadth about five, and its leaft does not exceed
three miles.

- Surface and Soil.—The furface of the parifh is a mixture of
hilly and flat country, in moft places fit for the plough, in
others only for pafture., - Though more than nine-tenths of
it be arable, and capable of high improvement, yet the fay

greater part ¢ven of the beft lands remains in pafture.. Bes
twixg
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twixt the Gaftle of Ardroffan and the Timits of the parifh;
on the eaft, is a beautiful inclined plain, moftly of very good
ground. Towards the weft, the hills are nearer the fea.
About two miles from the coaft, a ridge of fmall hills bound
the profpect. The tops of fome of them are planted with
large clumps of foreft trees, which have a very pleafing efs
fect. Beyond thefe the furface is irregular; in fome places
coarfe and marfhy; in others dry, fruitful, and pleafant.
The foil is various. Betwixt the point of Ardroflan and
town of Saltcoats, grafs and clever grow fpontaneoufly with-
in a very little of flood-mark. The fand is foon fucceeded
by a thin layer of earth, on a pebbley bottom. A little far«
ther from the fhore, it is moftly a loamy earth, with a mix-~
ture of fand. On the nerth-eaft and north fides of the pa-
rith, the foil is, In general, a firong deep clay, capable of
bearing great crops when well drained and manured, but apt
to produce only bent and other coarfe grafs where it is mes

gleed.

Agriculture—~Though the foil of this parifh be, in generaly
capable of very high improvement; yet, in many places, the
ftate of agriculture, compared with that of ether parithes in
the fame country, is much behind. Its prefent ftate, how+
ever, compared with that in the remembrance of fome -old
men, thows that the farmers have not been altogether idle or
ignorant. Forty, even thirty years ago, the land was almoft
in a ftate of nature, very low rented, and the parifth almoft:
deftitute of inclofures. At that time farmers had very few
inducements to ingenuity and adivity, "Towns and villages
in the neighbourhood were very fmall, compared to what
tliey are at prefent ;3 confequently, the confumpt of the pro-
duce much lefs, and the price of vivres not above the half, in
many inftances not above the third of what they now bring.

Low
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TLow as thefe were, Ireland was able often to underfell them
in the common neceflaries of life, meal, butter, cheefe, but-
cher meat, bifcuit, &ec. :

Roads, &5c.—Befides the want of inclofures, the want of
roads may be juftly reckoned a great bar to improvements of
every kind. It was not till the year 1779 that a turnpike-
road was in the whole parith. At prefent, all thefe put to-
gether do not much exceed five miles. “The other roads to
church and market, to lime and coal, in the winter, and even
in a wet fummer, are almoift impaflable. Befides, fo long as
the prefent fyftem of farming was unknown or difcredited in
this country, labour in the fields was confidered as mere
drudgery, fcarcely fit to procure a decent fubfiftence. The
fons of farmers, rather than follow the profeflion of their
forefathers, choofe to be bred to the fea; and the fuccefs of
a few fortunate adventurers was {ufficient to draw numbers to
that line. Their parents were not averfe to the choice. - Hear-
ing of rife of the rents in their neighbourhood, dreading the
fame rife in their own farms, and infenfible to the advantages
arifing from new improvements, they looked upon bankruptcy
and beggary as the certain confequences of continuing farm-
ers. Such are the probable caufes why the ftate of agricul-
ture is {o much behind in this parifh. But, of late years,
matters in this refpe® have taken a very favourable turn,
owing, in a great meafure, to the laudable example of the
refiding heritors, gentlemen, and clergy in the neighboar-
hood, and a few fpirited individuals who have made farming
their ftudy. Not only the inclofures about the town of Salt-
coats, but fome farms in the parifh, are making rapid pro-
grefs to a high flate of improvement. In providing the
means, Nature has indeed been very liberal. The fhore
abounds with fta-weed, a manure of the beft kind for the

adjacent
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adjacent foil, particularly for raifing barley crops. The in-
terior part of the parifh has, in many places, great abundance
of lime and coal, which is wrought at a moderate rate. With
fuch advantages, and a fpirit of ingenuity and application,
which is daily gaining ground, there is every reafon to hope
for a vaft increafe to the farmer, the proprictor, and the
public.

Patron, Heritors.—The Earl of Eglintoune is patron and
proprietor of far the greateft part of the parith. The valu-
ation of the whole amounts to 29701, of which his Lord-
thip’s property makes 20141, 10s. The remaining part of
the parith belongs to four refiding, and three non-refiding
heritors,

. Ecclefiaftical State.—The living has never been augmented
fince 1650, but, on the contrary, has fuffered feveral dila-
pidations. It is, communibus annis, about 74 1. Sterling, ex-
clufive of manfe and glebe. 'The parifth-church is a neat,
plain edifice, well finithed, and large. It is fituated in the
weft end of the town of Saltcoats. 'The prefent manfe is in
a ruinous ftate, but a plan is agreed on for a new one, to be
built foon. The glebe and garden contain five acres one
rood of good ground,

School.—The annual falary paid to the fchoolmafter by the
parith is 61. 3s. 4d. Sterling. His other emoluments and
fees are very low. Forty-two years ago, however, the pre-
fent incumbent accepted this office, after having received a
college education, capable of teaching the languages, and the
pratical parts of geometry, trigonometry, and navigation, in
the laft of which he has been very fuccefsful. It is much to
be regretted, that parifh fchools muft, in all probability, foon

be
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be occupied by men of no literature, and that an advantage
which Scotland has long had over all other nations fhould
be allowed to dwindle away for want of fupport. The parith
fchool-houfe of Ardroflan is-almoft in ruins, but about to be
rebuilt. It was the gift of the late Earl of Eglintoune, with
a garden to the mafter.

Population.—The country part of the parifh, efpecially to~
wards the coaft, is thinly inhabited. Farms of confiderable
extent are only ufed for pafture, and fome of them rented by
perfons who refide at a diftance. The farm-houfes which
are inhabited amount to 31, (befides 2 or 3 that are unin-
habited). Thefe are occupied by 219 perfons, old and young,
viz. 31 fathers, heads of families, 29 wives and widows, 23
fons above the age of 16 years, 24 below that age, 27 daugh-
ters above the age of 16 years, 26 below that age, 31 male,
and 28 female fervants of different ages, There are befides,
in the country part of the parifh, a few fubtenants, herds,
and cottagers, whofe families amount to 105 perfons, viz.
20 fathers, heads of families, 23 wives and widows, 4 fons
above the age of 16 years, 20 below that age, 13 daughters
above 16 years, 22 below that age, befides 3 female fervants,
Total amount of the country part of the parith, 324 perfons,
old and young.

Saltcoats.—On that part of the town of Saltcoats which
ftands in the parifh of Ardroffan, there are 230 hoeufes, the
annual rent of which is computed at 7401, Thefe are occu-
pied by 216 fathers, heads of families, 254 wives and widows,
150 fons above the age of 16 years, 153 below that age, 176
daughters above the age of 16 years, 187 below that age, 24
journeymen and apprentices, who only occafionally refide in
the parifh, and 34 female fervants, making in.- whole 1194

: ' perfons.
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perfons. This, added to the number in the country, makes
the whole amount to 1518 perfons. The average number
of births for 10 years is annually 37, deaths 38, marriages
14. Thofe who are baptifed by diflenting minifters, and
thofe who die at fea, are not included. The number of dif-
fenters is uncertain,

Manners.—The inhabitants of Saltcoats are, in general,
fober and indufirious. Perhaps no fea-port town in Scotland
is more fo. In the whole parifh of Ardroffan there are only
five public-houfes, moft of which are indifferently frequented,
and none licenfed to deal in foreign liquors. Drunken riots
happen very rarely even among the lower orders of the
people. In fobriety and regularity, the better fort are truly
exemplary,

Trade.~The Ardroffan fide of the town of Saltcoats is.
chiefly inhabited by failors, fhip-carpenters, and weavers *,
Of the laft, befides thofe employed in working the ftaples of
the country, near go are employed in the filk and cotton
branches by the Glafgow and Paifley manufalturers. Thefe '
have not increafed fo much as was at firft expeted. They
have all the inconveniencies of diftance from the chief feats
of manufature: They are always the firft who feel the dif-
advantages arifing from a ftagnation of trade, and the laft
who are benefited by its revival, A few fhoes are made here
for exportation.

Antiquities—Some hill tops in the parifh are evidently ar~
tificial,

* For a more particular account of the trade of Saltcoats,
fee the ftatiftical account of Stevenfton by the Reverend Dr
James Wodrow. In that parith the harbour, and nearly one
half of the town are fituated.
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tificial, and very probébly contain the remains of the chiefs
who fell in battle at the time the Danes and Norwegians * af-
flited

* Two hills are remarkable for a tradition in the country
concerning them. The firlt is {itvated on the northern extre-
mity of the parifh, called Knockgeorgan. It is acceflible only
on one fide; and, from its central fituation, there is a moft
extenfive profpe& of the inland country, the Frith of Clyde,
and Weftern Ifles. The veftiges of an ancient camp are very
eafily traced on this hill, particularly the ramparts and gate.
ways, and in the middle an artificial mound, from whence in
times of diftrefs, or when a Danifh fleet was feen advancing to-
wards the fhore, fignals of alarm were made. The other is on
the eaftern extremity of the fame ridge of hills, called Round-
hill, the top of which is entirely a piece of art, 28 yards in
length, and 18 yards broad, and feems to have been conftruc-
ted for a fimilar purpofe with the former. From thefe two hills,
by fmoke in the day, and by flame in the night, fignais were
communicated from bhiil to hill till the whole inland country
was alarmed. That hill tops, in convenient f{ituations, were
vfed for this purpofe, is evident often from their names. For
example, Lowdows, {ituated on the extremity of Ayrfhire to the
ealt, fignifies the hill of flame. Berwixt Round-hill and Lowdown
the country is almoft a plain upwards of 2o miles. Not far
from Ronnd hill is a fmall farm, called Tower-lodge, where it
is faid the cenuinel who had this charge conftantly refided. It
was originally a gift of the Crown, and to this day pays no cefs,
teind, or any other public burden.

The Caftle of Ardroilan is of unknown antiquity, and {eems,
from what is ftill ftanding, to have been originally a huge
building. Its walls were entire when Cromwell vifited this part
of the country, and fixed his head quarters at the county town.
That ufurper had rendered himfelf very unpopular by occupy-
ing the church of Ayr as an armoury ; and, to conciliate the
minds of the people to his meafures, he beautified the town, by
building the fort and parapet, which are yet ftanding. Tor
this purpofe, he threw down the walls of the Caftle of Ardrofi-
fan, and carried the flones in boats over fea, fo little were quar-
ries keown in thefe days, in which the county of Ayr al-
molt every where abounds ! The Earl of Eglintoune at that
time refid=d in the {mall ifland of Cumbzay, and mult have feen
with much pain a place of {uch firength and beauty belonging
to him laid in ruins.  After the relloration, the fort of Ayr,

and
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HiGed this coaft with their ravages. From one of thefé
mounds, on the top of a {fmall hill near Boydfton, bones were

lately dug up,

Price of Labeur and Provifions—The wages given to do-
meftic fervants vary, according to their age, ftrength, and
abilities. A good plowman receives 4 L. Sterling ; a boy ca=
pable of driving a plough or cart, a guinea; female fervants
from 1gs. to 35s. for half a year’s fervice. A journeyman
mafon receives 22d. per day in Summer, 20d. in Winter ;
a wright 1. 6d.; a {hip’s carpenter 2s.; common labourers
from 16d. to 1s. a day. There being no market day, or
market place, the fupply and price of provifions are variable,
The prices are pretty much regulated by the next market
town (Irvine), though in general higher. Great quantities
of meal and oats are fometimes imported from the coaft
of Galloway. This renders thefe commodities fometimes
cheaper here than in inland towns ; but in years of fcarcity,
fuch importation ceafes, they muft be dearer. In the Win-
ter feafon, rabbits are fold without the fkin at 7 d. a pair.
It is fingular, that in a country fo populous and clofe by the
{ea, none think of making fithing a bufinefs, efpecially as fifh
are to be found in great quantities on the coalt of Arran,
and could never fail of finding a ready market. The inha-
bitants of Ayr long laboured under the fawne inconveniency,
till a colony of fithermen from the North fettled in that
place. In the courfe of a few years thefe have enriched
themfelves, and continue to fupply the town and neighbour-
hood of Ayr at a moderate rate. Saltcoats is a ftill more
likely place for a colony of the fame profeflion to fucceed 5

Vor. VIL G for

and ground about, were granted to this noble family in reward
of their loyalty, and by way of compenfation for the demolis
tion of the Callle of Ardroffan.
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for befides that the country adjacent is equally, perhaps more
populous, it is much nearer large towns and villages ; Irvine,

Stewartown, Kilbarchan, Lochwinnoch, Johnfton, Paifleyy
&e.

Poor.—The number of poor have greatly increafed of late
years. They have as yet no other fource of fupply than vo-
luntary contributions ; and coafequently, the ftock formerly
made up of the overplus of this is rapidly upon the decline.
In the year 1741, five ftated penfioners received 5s. per
month, divided among them; in 1751, thirteen received
14s. 2d.; in 1761, twelve received 14s, 11d.3 in 1771,
eleven received 14s. 6d.; in 1781, eleven received 15s.
6d.; in 1901, the monthly penfions exceed in whole gos.
Befides the ftated penfioners, fome poor receive occafionally
{fmall fums to aid them in paying houfe rents. FPoor chil-
dren are taught to read.

Improvements.—To render the trade of Saltcoats regular,
permanent, and produtive; to maintain good order and
comfort to the inhabitants ; and to invite ftrangers to fettle
in a place fo healthful and pleafant, various improvements,
of no very coftly nature, are abfolutely neceffary, and with-
out which there is much reafon to fear its decline. The
prefent Harbour is by far too finall for the number of fhips,
and might at no great expence be made one of the beft of
its fize in Britain *.  There is no magiftracy, or any efta-
blithed police in Saltcoats, though the number of inhabitants
exceeds 2200 perfons 3 and of confequence, the virtuous and
inoffenfive part of the community muft frequently pocket
injaries, becaufe their poverty puts it out of their power to
feck redrefs in a diftant and expenfive court. Vagrants and

fiurdy

# See Statiflical Account of Stevenfton.
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fturdy beggars may pilfer and opprefs almoft with impunity :
in no place are they more clamorous and impertinent.
Laft winter, a murder was committed on the body of a poor
young woman, who refided in town. The horrid deed was
perpetrated in the fields, at no great diftance. After the
difcovery, the fuppofed murderer with the greateft compo-
fure returned to town, where he lodged all night, and ef.
fected his efcape next day, before the juftices could poffibly
begin a precognition ; and every attempt fince that time to
apprehend him has proved fruitlefs.

Were the town of Saltcoats and environs ereted into a
corporation, as Port-Glafgow lately was, befides the fuppref-
fion of fmall crimes, it would no longer give fhelter to great
ones. Men of wealth, virtue, and ability would be happy to
exert themfelves for the common good ; the inhabitants in
general would be taught to refped, and find themfelves
happy, under lawful authority ; and in proportion 2s the
town increafes in riches and population, it would alfo increafe
in virtue and refpectability.

N U M-
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NUMBER I
PARISH OF MINNIGAFF.

{ Stewartry of Kirkcudbright.—Prefbytery of Wigton,—
Synod of Galloway.)

By the Reverend Mr Joux GARLIES MAITLAND.

Name and Appearance.

g INNIG AFF, or Monnigaff, is faid to mean, in Gaelic,
; a ftony muir, which is abundantly defcriptive of the
greater part of this parith. The country exhibits a very

rugged appearance, being compofed of rocky and heath co-
yered hills, fome of them of great height.

Length of the parifh 24 miles.
Breadth, about 12 ditto.
Population in 1748, 828
in 1755, 1209
in 1792, 1420
Increafe in 44 years 592
This increafe is chiefly owing to the mines.
Average number of Chriftenings 4o yearly.
Valued rent - - L. %586: 10 Scots.
Real rent among nine heritors L. 5925 Sterling.

Climate, Difeafes, £&5°c.—The climate in all the lower grounds
§s mild. The parifh is feldom vifited with any epidemical
‘ difeafe,
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difeafe. The fmall-pox, indeed, is often attended with fatal
effe@s in this neighbourhood, owing to the neglect of inocu-
lation, Some unhappy fcruples, flowing from a miftaken
religious principle, prevent the people from doing that daty
to their children which Providence has pointed out by this im-
portant difcovery. Inftances of longevity are frequent in this
parith.  One man, fill alive, is faid to be 118 years of age.
This, however, refts chiefly on his own teftimony, as no
authentic record of his birth has ever been produced. His
name is William Marfhall ; he has the remains of an athleric
frame. In his youth he was a foldier; he fays he ferved
under King William in Ireland. If tlis was the cafe, he
certainly does not exaggerate his age ; but of this part of his
hiftory there is no better evidence than that of his age itfclf.
That his age, however, is very great, there is this prefump.
tive proof, that none of the oldeft people in the country have
ever contradifted his affertion.

Rivers.—The only river of any confequence is the Cree,
which forms the boundary between this parith and Penning-
hame, and empties itfelf into Wigton Bay. This river is for
fome miles fmall, and runs through a bleak and dreary coun-
try, but is foon confiderably increafed by feveral large ﬁrearﬁs,
which terminate in it. As foon as it has received this addi-
tion of waters, its appearance is changed in every ref] pect.
Inftead of holding its courfe through rocks and muirs, it
glides flowly and beautifully, for fome miles, through a rich
valley, abruptly bounded on each fide by banks covered with
wood. The river in this place is broad, and the whole forms
a landfcape truly romantic and delightful.

But beauty is not the moft valuable charalteriftic of the
Cree ; it mingles the ufeful with the agreeable, It is navi-
gable
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gable for feveral miles up, which has been the fource of ail
the agricultural improvements which have been made in this
part of the country. It likewife produces excellent fith of
different kinds ; but the beft and moft abundant fpecies is
the falmon. Thefe are found in confiderable quantities.
Even in the beginning of the feafon, when falmon are efteem-
ed a rarity, they are fold at two-pence per pound; and, du-
ring the whole feafon, the price never varies. '

Thé {melt or fparling, a very rare fith, is alfo found in the
Cree. It is found only in one other river in Scotland, viz,
the Forth at Stirling. It makes its appearance only during
a few days in March, at which time they are caught in great
quustities.  They both tafte and {mell firongly of rufhes;

and this Huvour, although uncommon, is to moft people

agreeable.

Mountains and #ines.—1t has been already obferved,
that this parith contains feveral inounrains, fome of which
are higher than any in the fouth of Scotland, Cairnf-
muir is 1737 feet above the level of the fea; and there
are one or two more which are 20 or 30 feet higher;
but, arifing from a more elevated bafe, their altitude is not
fo ftriking, There are many others of a lefs confiderable
height.—Thefe mountains, though apparently barren, are
not unprodudtive. Large quantities of lead have been dug
from their bowels, The military road from London to
Dublin pafles through this parith for feveral miles. It was
in making this road, in the year 1763, that a piece of lead-
ore was accidentally difcovered by a foldier, who was at
work., This important difcovery was firft made in the pro-
perty of Mr Heron of Heron. It produced, at one time,

about
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about’4oo ton of ore per annum to Mr Heron, and thofe who
were in company with him. At prefent, it yields them only
about 30. It was found that the veins, leaving Mr Heron’s
lands, went into thofe of Mr Dunbar of Machermore ; and
there it is at prefent fuccefsfully wrought. Some years it
produces from four to five hundred tons of ore. The ore,
when {melted, yields, for every three tons, two of lead. It
brings at market 181. per ton when {melted, and 81. in ore.
It has been aflayed, but will not bear the expence of extrac-
ting the filver. It is not carried above a mile by land till
they put it on board {mall veflels ; and then they generally
carry it to Chefter, to which place they can run, with a fair
wind, in 18 or 20 hours.

Woods.—But lead is not the only production of our hills.
Some of them, efpecially thofe in the vicinity of the Cree,
are covered with ufeful wood. There is no land in the pa-
rith more produétive than that which is employed in this
manner. The greater part of this belongs to the Earl of
Galloway, who lately fold the cutting of his woods for 6ooo
guineas, although the trees were then only from 25 to 30
years old. The wood is moftly charred, except a very fmall
quantity which is ufed in the neighbourhood for domeftic
purpofes. Befides Lord Galloway’s, there is a good deal of
other wood in the parith ; but its value has not been fo well
afcertained. In all thefe woods, the moft predominanf. {pe-~
cies of trees are the oak and the afh.

Sheep, Black Cattle, Horfes, &’c.—Sheep are certainly the
ftaple commodity of this parith. It is believed that their
pumber is not lefs than zhirzy thoufand. Although, from the
fhyne(s of the farmers to give an exact account of their flock,
¢he information on this {ubjeét cannot be perfedtly accurate,

yet
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yet it is certain that this ftatement is not extravagant, Buty
although fheep are evidently an object of fo much importance
to the farmer, yet little regard has been hitherto paid to the
improvement of the breed. Indeed, no experiment has ever
been made for this purpofe. They have been contented with
the breed which they found upon the grounds, which is cer-
tainly far from being good. They are of a {fmall {pecies, with
black face and legs, and covered with wool of a very inferior
quality. They are generally fold at three years old, at which
age they are, at an averagé, worth 121. per fcore. They
then weigh, if flaughtered, 12 pounds per quarter, The
wool fells for gs. a ftone; and it commonly requires feven or
eight fleeces to the frone. The fheep are, I believe, univer-
fally /aid, which, altlough prejudicial to the quality of wool,
is deemed a neceffary precaution againft the inclemency of

winter.

Befides fheep, there are a confiderable quantity of black
cattle bred in the parith. Thefe have all the advantages
common to Galloway cattle, which are well known to be
remarkably handfome. They are thort legged, deep in the
rib, broad over the loins, and, in general, without horns.
They weigh remarkably well to their apparent bulk. The
buliocks and heifers bred in this parith are fold at three and
four years old, when they are fent to the Englith markets,
where they bring an excellent price.

There are few horfes bred for fale. In the upper part of
the parith, there are ftill fome remains of the true Galloway
breed, which, although {mall, are remarkable for figure, {pi-
rit, and durability. They are the fame with the Cornifh,
the Welfh, and Hebridiap ponies, and are the ancient Britith
breed. In the lower parts of the parifh, where horfes are

more

&
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more wanted for the purpofes of agriculture, they generally
ufe good middle fized draught horfes.

There are alfo bred in the parith fome goats, which are
fuppofed to anfwer better than fheep on the excefiively rug-
ged grounds which are frequently to be met with, Their
number is not very great. They are worth 71 or 81 per
fcore.

Rent, Soil, Crops.—The rent of land varies aftonifhingly
in different parts of the parith. In fome places it is let not
by the acre, but by the mile, one farm containing feveral in
extent each way. In the fouthern part of the parifh, arable
land brings from 205, to 3os. per acre. The foil is {uch as
might be expedied from the appearance of the country. Bar-
rennefs is certainly its moft ftriking charateriftic. There isy
however, a fmall firipe of land lying along the Cree, whick
is abundantly fertile, The foil of this is light and fhallow,
but kindly, and, in wet feafons, produces excellent crops.
The part of this trat which lies nearet Wigton Bay is of a
different quality, being a deep clay, and in fome places covers
ed with mofs. This is not unfertile. The crops raifed are
oats, barley, rye, wheat, potatoes, and turnip. What number
of acres are refpeftively occupied by each of thefe cannot eafily
be determined. By far the greateft number is employed in rai-
fing oats; and, next to them, in barley or bear. Wheat and
turnips are not cultivated to any extent; and have been tried
rather as experiments, than as forming a part of the general
plan of hufbandry. Thefe experiments have been fuccefsful.
The whole grain produced in the parifh does no more than
fupply the inhabitants.

.Ecclzji'q/?iml‘ State of the Parg'/r’J;—The inhabitants of Gal-
Vor. VIL H loway



’5 8 Statiftical Account

loway have hitherto enjoyed, in a very great degree, the
valuable blefling of peace and unanimity in their religious
fentiments. Diflenfion of any kind has been lefs known than
in almoft any other part of Scotland. There are few Sece-
ders in this parifh from the eftablithed Church. There are,
however, two or threc families of Antiburghers and M<Mil-
lanites. One of the clergymen of the latter fect has his refi-
dence in the parith, although the number of his adherents is
very fmall. He preaches occafionally in different parts of
Galloway, and at home only by turns. The amount of the
ftipend is 721. 4s. Sterling. The glebe confifts of 20 acres
of land, 10 of which are arable, The value of the living,
exclufive of the houfes and garden, may be about 841, per
wmum. The number of poor perfons upon the parifh-roll is
at prefent 25. Thefe receive about 30 1. per annum, which is
diftributed to them quarterly. This fum arifes almoft en-
tirely from the colletions made on the Sabbath, a very {mall
part of it only being the intereft of fome money left for their
behoof.  From this account of the matter, it appears that
the poor are but very indifferently provided for. The heri-
tors ‘have never been aflefled, although this is a meafure
which it would certainly be prudent and humane to adopt.

. Prices of Labour and Provifions.—The prices of labour are
various. In hufbandry, during {pring, fummer, and harveft,
the labourer receives Is. per day at ordinary works. For
cutting peats, 1€, 4d.5 for cutting hay, 1s. 6d. A woman
at weeding, &c. 6d.  But, at reaping, both men and women
yeceive 1s. In winter, a man gets 1od. The labourer who
is hired by the year, and has a family, is generally paid by
what is called a benefir.  This benefit confifts of a houfe,
garden, 5o ftone of oat-meal, 2 or 3 pounds in money, his
fuel led home, libesiy to plant 3 or 4 bufhels of potatoes.

When
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When he eats in his mafter’s houfe, this is all that he re-
ceives ; but, if he eats in his own, he is allowed to keep a
cow, and has fome addition made to his money or meal.
Thefe benefits are worth from 151. to 161. yearly. Upon
this, when they are fober, which is moftly the cafe, and their
wives induftrious, they are enabled to bring up healthy and
vigorous families, and to give them all the education which
their fituation in life requires. I do not know one inftance
of indigence in the parith which has not proceeded from mif-
condu&, ficknefs, or old age. The happy circumf{tances of the
people, however, are certainly much owing to the potatoes
which they are allowed to plant. A great part of their {ufte-
nance is derived from this fource. The hufband generaily takes
care to have them well dunged, and his wife and children
employ their leifure hours in keeping them clean; fo that
the cottagers potatoes generally look the beft of any ia tue
field.—A farm fervant living in the houfe gets 81.; a maid
fervant 3 1. per annum, :

Language, Manners, (&'c.—The language at prefent fpo-
ken in this parifh is that which is common to ali the low
lands of Scotland. Bat, although it is a diale(t of the Eng-
lith which is now fpoken, there is no doubdt that Gaelic was
formerly the language of this country, and of all the weit
coaft of Britain, but a few ages ago. Buchanan fays, that
this was the langnage of Galloway even in his time. The
names of places in this parith confirm the tiuth of the re-
mark.

The people of this parifh are, in general, {ober and in-
duftrious. They have been even able, in a great meafure, to
withftand the pernicious influence of Dritifh fpirits, which,
to the misfortunc of this country, arc too commoniv in ufe.
The lower clafles poflefs a degree of informati.n which is

unufual
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unufual among peafants. While engaged in tending their
fheep they have long intervals of leifure. Many of them fill
up thefe with reading and refleftion. Hence they are always
better informed than the mechanics, or even the labouxcrs‘
who are engaged in agriculture. .

Many of the farmers are decent and intelligent men. They
are moflly wealthy, and live in a very comfortable ftile.
Some of them pay a great deal of rent. One, in particular,
pays 5ool. Sterling per annum, and has a ftock of near 6000
theep.

Antiquities.—There were formerly feveral fumuli on the
banks of the Cree. In the year 1754, fome of thefe were
opened, and arms found in them, particularly three pieces of
armour, all of which feem to have been offenfive. One of
them was formed very much like a halbert. The fecond
was fhaped on one fide like a hatchet ; but, fubjoined to the
back part of this hatchet, there was an inftrument refembling
a pavier’s hammer. The third was like a fpade, but much
finaller in fize. Each of thefe had a proper aperture for re-
ceiving a handle. When they were firft difcovered, they
were {fo much covered with ruft, with which they feemed to
be much corroded, that it was impoffible to diftinguith of
what metal they were made ; but they were at laft found to
be of bras. They lay for many years in a farm-houfe in the
parifh ; but it is not now known what is become of them,
Near the place where thefe were found, fome vefliges of an
intrenchment are ftill to be difcovered ; and formerly, at no
great diftance from this, fome large ftones were placed, in-
clofing a circular piece of ground. Thefe circumftances tend
firongly to confirm the truth of an account which Buchanan,
in his Hiftory of Scotland, gives of a battle which was fought
near the Cree, by the Scots on one fide, and the Romans
and Pidts on the other.

Mifeellaneous
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Mifeellaneous Obfervations.—It has been already obferved,
that the great road from London to Dublin pafles through
this parith for feveral miles. The advantages of this are too
obvious to need any remarks. We have alfo feveral other
roads of great utility. One direétly to Edinburgh interfets
this parith for 12 miles. Another, which is now making
to Ayr, alfo pafles through it for feveral miles, This road is
the effet of the patriotifm and public fpirit of the gentlemen

-of Galloway and of Ayrfhire, as the whole expence is to be
defrayed by their fubfcriptions. The utility of the objeét
will well reward them for whatever it may coft. There was
formerly no carriage road to Ayr without going round almoft
40 miles. The great advantage of having a communication
opened with fo rich a country as Ayrfhire will foon be ex-
perienced.

This parifh produces neither lime nor coals. Lime, how-
ever, is got from England. It cofts, at the thore, 13d. per
Carlifle buthel. The farmers generally lay on 5o bufhels to
the acre, but it is by far too little. Shells, which are found
on the ncighbouring fhores, are alfo fuccefsfully ufed as a
manure. They are brought in fmall veflels for {fome miles
up the Cree; and, when landed, the beft kind coft 1s. 4d.
per ton. 2§ ton are commonly given to the acre. The fame
error is committed here as in the lime,

The coals, as well as the lime, are brought from England,
They might be procured on very reafonable terms, were it
not for the duty they pay as on exportation, though they are
only carried acrofs a frith, from the Englith to the Scottith
border. This duty renders them very high priced, and re-
prefles the fpirit of agriculture, manufatures, and commerce,
in every part of Galloway.

NU M.
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NUMBER IV,
TOWN OF PAISLEY.

( Céum’y of Renfrew.—Prefbytery of Paifley.~—Synod of
Glafgow and Ayr.)

By the Reverend Dr JOBN SNODGRASS.

Name, Situation, Extent, Jc.

HE town of Paifley, one of the moft confiderable ma-
nufaCturing towns in Scotland, lies in the fhire of
Renfrew, and about fix miles and a half weft from Glafgow.
Its fituation upon the banks of the river Cart is equally plea-
fant and commodious. It was erefted into a burgh in
barony by James IV. in the year 1488 *, at that time
probably deriving all its importance from the rich mona.
ftery which had been eftablithed there for feveral ages;
for George Shaw, who was then abbot of that mona-
ftery, obtained this privilege from the King. Lven in Mr
Crawford’s time, who wrote the hiftory of the fhire of
Renfrew near the beginning of this century, it feems to have
been but an inconfiderable place ; for he defcribes it as con-
filting only of one principal ftreet, about balf a mile in length,
with feveral lanes belonging to it; whereas now the town,
with its fuburbs, occupies fuch an extent of ground, that

ftrangers

* The burgh is governed by three magiftrates and feventeen
counfellors, and is not reprefented in Parhament,
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ftrangers are apt to confider it as, next to Edinburgh and
Glafow, the largeft and moft populous town in Scotland.
Its buildings of late years have been greatly improved ; its
fireets are well paved ; and the different parts of the town
and faburbs, where the river intervenes, are connefted with
one zanother by three bridges at convenient diftances.

Trade and Manufaitures.—The trade and manufactures of
Paifley, which have always chiefly been in the weaving
branch, are the main articles which render it of importance
in a hiftory of this nature, Thefe may be traced from very
fmall begionings ; but their progrefs in fome periods has
been rapid and aftoniflung. Not long after the Union, when
2 free trade was opened with England, the {pirit of manufac-
ture bzgan to fhow it{elf there; and the fabrics which were
produced were made upon {uch jult and oeconomical princi-
ples, and wide fo much talte and judgment, that they found
a ready market not only at home, but likewife in the neigh-
bouriug kingdom. But the trade of Paifley, in that pericd,
owed its chief encouragement to a fet of men who were of
great benefit to this country, though they are now difcoun-
tenanced, and laid under {evere refiriCtions by government ;
i mean, the pedlars or travelling merchants in England,
many of whom having frequented Paifley as their ftaple,
and having gained a little money by their trade, came to
fettle in that town, and bought up large quantities of its
manufactures, which they vended among their friends and
correfpondents in England. Afterwards the merchants in
Glafgow found their account in purchafing thefe goods, and
fending them both to the London market and to foreign
parts.  Such was the ftate of the trade and manufadtures of
Paifley from foon after the Union till about the year 1760.
‘The different articles of which they confifted, during that

period,
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period, were, at firft, coarfe checkered linen cloth, and ben:
gals ; afterwards checkered linen handkerchiefs, fome of them
fine, and beautifully variegated, by the manuner in which the
different colours were difpofed, according to the tafte and in-
vention of the manufa&turers, Thefe were fucceeded by fas
brics of a lighter and more fanciful kind, confifting not only
of plain lawns, but likewife thofe that were firiped or check-
ered with cotton, and %others that were ornamented with a
great variety of figures ; fome of which laft articles ftill con-
tinue to be manufadtured there. Towards the end of the
above mentioned period, the making of linen gauze was a
confiderable branch of trade in Paifley 5 and, before the mid-
dle of it, a new fpecies of manufalture of great importance
was begun by the inhabitants of this place, which they have
continued to profecute with peculiar advantage ; I mean, the
making of white fewing thread, known to the merchants by
the name of ownce thread, as diftinguithed from the different
kinds of coloured and white thread which have been manu-
faGtured chiefly at Aberdeen and Dundee. This valuable
branch of trade may be faid to have been imported into this
country by a gentlewoman in that neighbourhood ¥, who,
about the year 1725, found means to procure from Hol-
land the machinery which is neceflary for carrying it on, and
fet the firlt example of it in her own family. Such a fpirit
of enterprife, of ingenuity, and of fober induftry, marks a
charaler of high diftinttion in the ftatiftical account of any
country. The manufatturing genius of the people of Paifley
well knew how to profit by fo worthy an example. That
bufinefs was foon introduced there, where it has had its prin~
cipal feat ever fince, and is now carried on to a very confi-
derable extent.— About the year 1760, the making of filk

gauze

* Mrs Millar of Bargaran.
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gauze was firlt attempted at Paifley, in imitation of that of
Spittalfields in London. The fuccefs was beyond the moft
fanguine expedtations of thofe who engaged in it. The in-
ventive {pirit, and the patient application of the workmen;
the cheapnefs of labour at that time, and the fkill and tafte
of the mafters, gave it every advantage for being naturalifed
there, The confequence was, that nice and curious fabrics
were devifed, and fuch a vaft variety of elegant and richly
ornamented gauze was iffucd from that place, as outdid eve-
ry thing of the kind that had formerly appeared. Spittal«
fields was obliged to relinquith the manufacture. Companies
came down from London to carry it on at Paifley, where it
profpered and increafed, it is believed, beyond any manufac-
ture which any town in Scotland could boaft of. Indeed, it
not only became the great diftinguifhing manufatture of that
town, but it filled the country round, to the diftance of 20
miles; and the gentlemen engaged in it had not only ware-
houfes in London and Dublin, but they had correfpondents
upon the continent, and thops for veading their commodities
even in Paris itfelf. It is true, that the change of fafhion,
upon which this trade entirely depends, has of late had an
unfavourable afpect towards it : But there is reafon to hope,
that it will {fmile upon it again ; and, in the mean time, fome
of the principal houfes in that place, while they are puthing
their former branch as far as they can, have entered into the
muflin manufadure with their accuftomed ardour; but, I
muft add, confidering that this is a branch which has as yet
no fixed principles, with a judgwent and prudence by which
men of bufinefs are ever diftinguithed from rath and unwary
adventurers.

It appears, from the beft calculation that could be made,
that, in the year 1784, the manufaltures of Paitley, in filk
gavze, lawn and linen gauze, and white fewing thread, a-

Vor. VIIL 1 mounted
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mounted to the value of §79,1851. 16s. 6d. and that no
fewer than 26,484 perfons were employed in carrying them
on. It is difficult to give an exaét-account of the ftate of its
manufactures at prefent. The filk branch has evidently de-
clined, but the muilin has fo far come in its room, and the
thread manufature is confiderably increafed. There is,
however, reaflon to conclude, that though it is daily advan-
cing, it has not yet recovered its former greatnefs.

Befides thefe principal manufaltures, there are fome others
carried on there of too much importance to be overlooked.
For inftance, confiderable tan.works, four in number, two
foap and candle works, a manufacture of ribbons, and another
of inkle or tape, ‘

Thefe valuable manufaltures have had a moft beneficial
influence over all the neighbouring country. By the increafe
of population and wealth which they have occafioned, the
farmer can difpofe of every article of his produce to the
greateft advantage. This ftimulates his induftry, agriculture
flourifhes apace, and the value of land is amafingly increafed.
The fpirit of manufature is the fecret {pring which puts all
in motion; and the weaver upon his loom, while he provides
a comfortable fubfiftence for himfelf and his family, may be
confidered as miniftering to the eafe and to the elegance even
of the gentleman who lives upon his country eftate.

Population in 1695, 2200
— in 1755, 4290
—_— in 1782, 11100

Fam. Souls.  Males.  Fem.
— in 1792, 3232 13800 6577 7223
Under 15. 1512070, Above 0.
5129 8437 234
Thefe numbers do not include the fuburbs, which are to be
referred to Abbey parifh, '

Baptifms
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Baptifms and Marriages.
Bap. males. Females. Marriages.

In 1487, 289 208 153
1788, 243 294 137
1789, 236 194 109
1790, 204 232 148

Number of diffenters, 2550.

Parifbes, Churches, &c.—The town of Paifley continued

a part of the original or Abbey parifh of Paifley till the year
1738, when the Magiftrates and Council having purchafed
the right of patronage from the then Earl of Durdonald, a
new church was built, and the town was erected into a fepa-
rate parith, In 1756 another church was built, upon a very
extended plan, to accommodate its multiplied inhabitants, in
which, though it is one of the largeft in Scotland, yet the
moft diftant of the congregation can hear a tolerably good
fpeaker with eafe and diftinétnefs ; and, as it {tands upon the
higheft part of the town, it was afterwards ornamented with
a lofty and well-proportioned fpire. In 1781, the number
of the inhabitants ftill rapidly increafing, another church was
built not quite fo large as the former, but very handfomely
and elegantly finithed ; and, in the following year, the town
was divided, and erefted into three {eparate parifhes, viz.
the Low Church, the High Church, and the Middle Church
parithes. The three parifhes are an area of about a mile and
a half f{quare, cut out of the old original parifh, by which
they are bounded ; and the ftipend of each minifter, which,
has of late been angmented, is 1301. without manfe or glebe.
There are two large diflenting congregations in the town,
thofe of the Antiburgher perfuafion and the Relief. The
firft of thefe has exifted there for upwards of 30 years; the
other is of a late date; and they are both fupplied with mi-
nifters
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nifters who feem to have no further aim than that of difchar=
ging the duties of their office in a quiet and confcientious

manner. There is likewile a fmall congregation of Camero-
nians.

Poor.—A manufaltaring town muft always have a great
proportion of poor belonging to it. When trade is britk,
great numbers of tradesfolk, and working people of all de-
fcriptions will naturally flock to it by reafon of the encou-
ragement which they expeét to meet with; and it is con-

_ trary to the intereft of its manufacturers to be very fcrupu-
lous in admitting them. Many of thele, when trade becomes
dull, or when ficknefs and debility overtake them, will ne:
ceffarily be reduced to circumftances of penury and want.
They muft then fall a burden upon the public; and it is a
matter of vaft inportance, that, while they receive an ade-
quate {ubfiftence, induitry be not difcouraged, and that they
be maintained in a manner not only the leaft expenfive to
the community, but likewife the leaft fenfibly felt.

The plan of fupporting the poor by the weekly collections
at the church-doors, under the management of the minifter
and elders of every parith, has produced fuch falutary effects,
that it certainly deferves the higheft commendation. No fet
of men are better acquainted with the fituation and charac-
ters of the peor then they. They therefore can judge ex-
adtly both whar fupplies they nay nced, and how they may
be given them with moft advantage. It is much to be re-
gretted, that, while this mode of maintaining the poor, in
many parts of Scotlund, is difcontinued, recourfe is had to a
icheme of fupposting thems by a difcretionary tax upon the
inhabitants, under the management of what are called over~
{eers. The progrefs of this fcheme is not a little alarming,
as there is too much reafon to fear that it will be productive

of
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of very bad effefts. It puts charity entirely off its natural
principle. It is calculated to multiply the poor, and to in.
creafe their demands, by holding out to their view a fettled
maintenance which they can call their own. It divefts them
of fenfibility, by teaching them to claim it as their right,
when they would be afthamed to appear in the character of
beggars. Thus it is unfavourable to induftry; and it will
bring at length an intolerable burden upon the country. It
is well known what evils are afcribed to the poor-tax in
England. But Dr Windebern brings a new charge againft
it, by aflerting, that, though there are in no country fuch
large contributions raifed for the fupport of the poor as in
England, yet there is no where fo great a number of them;
and their condition, in comparifon wwith the poor of other countries,
appears truly the moft miferable. If a fimilar mode of providing
for the poor fhould prevail in this country, there is little fe-
curity againft the fame evils attending it which have been fo
long complained of in the neighbouring kingdom.

Paifley proceeds upon the old plan, of maintaining the
poor as far as it is practicable in a populous town, and exhi-
bits a proof of the excellency of that method. Though the
town is divided, as has been already obferved, into three difs
tinct parithes, yet, in refpect of the maintenance of the poor,
they are confidered as one. Their funds are thrown into
one common ftock ; and the minifters and elders of the fe-
veral parifhes meet together from time to tinte to confider
the neceflities of the poor, and to give them fuitable relief,
The number of poor whom they have either occafionally re-
lieved, or entirely fupported, for the laft two years, amounts
to 240 each year, befides 13 children each year whom they
put out to nurfing, and 25 whom they fent to fchool. The
collections at the church-doors were, at an average, 393 1.
125, 15d, each year, befides about 1081, arifing from pro-

clamations
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clamations of banns, mortified money, &c. So that the
whole yearly fum by which 240 perfons were enabled to
keep houfe, 13 children were nurfed, making, the fecond
year, a burden of 26, and 25 educated, was only sorl

12s. 1} d.
It is believed, that no money is laid out with greater at-

tention than this, or can go farther in promoting the true
purpofes of charity. The people who receive it are much
better pleafed than even to be more comfortably provided for
out of their own houfes. This is a fpur to indufiry in thofe
who are able to make themfelves any help, and the money is
raifed in a way that can never be felt, three fourths of the
whole fum being the yearly contributions of three large con-
gregations at the church-doors, and given moftly in half-
pence, except upon extraordinary occafions.

In fuch 2 town an hofpital is certainly neceflary for main«
taining poor and deftitute children, and as an afylum for the
infirm and the aged, who have none to take care of them.
For thefe purpofes an hofpital was erected there in 1752.
The houfe is capacious : It is built in a free and airy part of
the town, and has a large garden belonging to it. It is un-
der the management of 15 dirc&tors, who are chofen annual-
ly; three from the town-council, one from each parith feffion,
and the reft chofen by the council from among the inhabi-
tants at large. It is conduéted upon the firicteft principles
of oeconomy, and with great attention to health, cleanlinefs,
and good order, and has hitherto anfwered the ends of its
inftitution as much, perhaps, as any of the kind.

The following is a ftate of the expence, and of the per-
{ons maintained in it for the laft three years,

Childyen
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Child. from 4 to 12 Infirm Expence.
years old. & aged.
1788, 60 46 Logyt 1 2
1789, 75 46 524 6 o
1790, 66 54 520 7 4
201 146 L.oisig 14 6

From this account it appears, that the average

expence of each perfon yearly was - L.a 7 4%
Dedutt for the labour of the houfe in 3 years 223 10 8
And the expence of each perfon to the public

was only - - - - 3 14 53

The children are educated and brought up to induftry from
their earlieft years. The charge of management is exceed-
ingly fmall, as there is only a mifirefs and a fchoolmafter at
very moderate falaries, and a fingle houfe-maid ; and the an~
nual expence is defrayed by mortified money, and a fmall
aflefment upon the inhabitants, Such is the manner in
which the poor of the town of Paifley are provided for and
maintained.

There are, indeed, large fums of money diftributed yearly
by the feveral trades from their boxes, as they are called,
among thofe of their number who are difabled from work-
ing. Thefe infitutions, however, are to be confidered in
fomewhat of a different light; for, as they are intended to
be a fecurity againft want, they are conflructed upon fuch a
principle, as that the perfon who receives fupply, only draws
out the money which he had formerly put in, along with
part, perhaps, of the contributions of his brethren, which
they all chearfully give, in order to be aflured of the fame
comfortable provifion. A fcheme of this nature may, at firft
fight, be thought liable to fome of the objections which have

been
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been brought againft the poor-tax, particularly, that it tends
to promote idlenefs, and that the benefit which it affords
may be drawn away by undeferving objects. But this does
not feem to be the cafe in fa&t, and there is no arguing againft
experience. The pride of enriching the box, and of being a
fupport to the trade, inftead of a burden upon it ;—a jealoufy:
that pervades all its members, left any of their mo‘ney fhould
be improperly given away ;—the difgrace that attends an un-
neceflary application ;—and the evident ruin of the fcheme
if fuch applications are not effetually difcouraged, all co-
operate for the prevention of any of thofe evils which other-
wife, perhaps, might be apprehended from it.

Schools.—There is an eftablifhed Englifh fchool in each of
the three parithes, which are well filled with f{cholars; and,
as each fchoolmafter is feflion-clerk of the parith to which
he belongs, the emoluments of the two offices bring a decent
and comfortable living. There is likewife a public grammar
{chool, with a houfe and falary, and a fchool for teaching
writing, arithmetic, &c. befides many private {chools, which
meet with good encouragement, and a Sunday fchool for
thofe whofe education is in danger of being altogether ne-
gletted 5 but fuch is the attention that is paid to the educa-
tion of poor children in that town, that all the three parithes
afford but a fmall number of the above defeription.

ABSTRACT
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of Paifleys

ABSTRACT of the MANUFACTURES of PAISLYY, 4vith their Value, and the Number of People e
ployed in them.  Communicated by a Gentleman of that Town in the year 1789.

Manufaciures. Employments in the manufailures, No. of hands, Produce in money.
Silk Gauze. Weavers employed in this branch in Paifley . -  5ooo0
Winders, warpers, clippers, overfeers, &c. employed gooo
* 10000
Value manufactured by every filk loom 70l. mnnnrsm
. per annum, at an average, is - - L. 350,000 o o
Lawns, Weavers employed in thefe branches - - 2800
Cambrics, Winders, warpers, clippers, overfeers, bleachers, &c. 1100
Thread Gauze Spinners of the yarn ufed in this manufalture 7384
& Mufling, Makers of machinery, implements, heddles, &c. for
filk and lawn - - - - - 800
12084
1600 of thofc now employed in the muflin trade. .
Value of the lawns, cambrics, and muflins manufatured is - 180,385 16 o
White or Threads. Spinners, winders, bleachers, twifters, and mill-drivers - 4800
Value of this manufadture amounts to - - - 70,000 o ©
MMMM&%QMMM\&.W Value of thefe branches will amount to - - - 48,000 o o
Incle, Ribb . -
m.nagxwésmm.? w Value of thefe Trades put together will be - - - 12,000 0 ©O

Total yearly value of the Manufatures of Paifley L. 660,385 16 o

NUM,

Vor. VIL
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NUMBER V.
PARISH or tug ABBEY or PAISLEY.

(County of Renfrew.—Prefbytery of Paifley.~Synod of
Glafgow and Ayr.)

By the Reverend Mr RoBERT DBoog.

&

Situation and Extent.

HE parith of Paifley is in length, from eaft to weft,
about nine miles, varying in breadth from half a mile’
to about three. 'Till 1736, the parith extended over the
town of Paifley; but an additional church at that time be-
coming neceflary, the town was ereted into a feparate parifhs
and the original parith has, fince that period, been diftin-
guifhed by the name of the Abbey parifh, or, more properly,
he parifh of the Abbey of Paifley.

No fatisfaCtory etymology has hitherto occurred of the
name Paifley. The following has been fuggefted by a good
Gaelic fcholar: ¢ A ridge of rocks that runs acrofs the
river, and forms a beautiful cafcade, would, prior to the
building of the town, be undoubtedly the moft firiking ob-
je¢t that this place would prefent. The brow or face of a
rock is, in Gaelic, Pais-licht. A church in front of the rock
would be the church in Pais-licht. A church did ftand here
previous to 11603 it is named in the foundation charter Eoclefia
de Pafelet, Latinized, in the records of the monaflery, Pafle-
tum, an eafy derivative from Puais-licht, in all probability the
original of the modern Laifley.”

Surface



of the Abbey Parifb of Paifley. 73

Burface and Soil.—It is generally of a gently waving fur-
face, frequently fwelling, efpecially in the neighbourhood of
Paifley, into beautiful little eminences. A confiderable part
of it to the north of the town is a perfect level, having been
anciently mofs, extending in the year 1719, when a furvey
of it was made, to about 300 acres; but now reduced to
about 130 by the operation of burning, which, in dry feafons,
is ftill carried on with fuccefs. The fouth part of the parith
rifes into a traét of hilly ground, known by the name of
Paifley or Stanley Braes. '[he greateft elevation to which
thefe grounds rife in this parith is about 680 feet above flood-
mark at Paifley. Part of them is mofs and heath, but the
bulk of them is good fheep paflure, and even a confiderable
part of them arable. The foil of the parith, as may be ex-
pe@ted in fuch an extenfive diftri@, varies. It is in general
thin, with a bottom of gravel, more frequently of till, very
retentive of moifture. In the flat grounds, and along the
banks of the rivers, it is rich and fertile ; lefs {o, thinner, and
more ftony, as it rifes to the fouth.

Air and Difeafes.—The air is moift, a neceflary confequence
of the prevailing fouth-weft winds, which, coming loaded
with vapour from the Atlantic, produce frequent and heavy
rains. The effe@s of this moift atmoiphere appear ia rheu-
matifins, quinfeys, pneumonic zilments, and all the tribe of-
inflammatory diforders. Upon the whole, however, this pa-
rifh, and even the ncighbouring town, cannot be faid to be
unhealthy. Contagioas, indeed, at times vific this as other
places, which run their ufual courfe as epidemics ; but none
are remembered of any uncommon violence, except a pleuri-
fy in fummer 1771, and which, contrary to the received opi-
nion, was truly epidemic. There are no diforders that can
be faid to be endemic, unlefs ferophula is to be excepted,

which
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which is ftill but too common. This has been afcribed to the
water ufed by the inhabitants in Paifley : It more probably
proceeded from, it certainly was greatly aggravated by, poor
living, and by the damp fhops which were neceffary for the
linen manufaéture; for, fince filk-weaving became the gene-
ral employment, and increafe of trade has introduced better
living, this diforder is lefs frequent. From the fame caufes
probably it is that fwelled and fore legs, once extremely com-
mon here, are now but rarely met with. Dyfentery raged
with great violence in 1765 ; fince that time it has been
fcarcely complained of. Nervous fevers at times appear, but
they are neither very general nor uncommonly fatal. It is to
be apprehended, that the confinement and fedentary pofture
of the weaver, and the laborious life of the bleacher, are
frequent caufes of confumptive complaints. - Intermittents,
which, from the damp air, and adjoining mofs, might be ex-
petted to be common, are not fo much as known.

Water.—The water in Paifley and the fuburbs is but in.
different ; and there is {carce any thing more wanted for the
convenience and comfort of the inhabitants than a plentiful
fupply of good fpring water. But now, that every {pring and
rill is occupied and become valuable property, this is fcarcely
to be hoped for.

Rivers.—Befides the Black Cart, which, rifing in Caftle
Semple Loch, partly bounds the parith on the north, and
the rivulet Levern, which marks it on the fouth-eaft, the
parifh is watered by the river White Cart. It rifes in the
high grounds about Kilbride, and, entering this parifh from
the eaft, flows in a pretty diret wefterly courfe towards the
town. After forming a beautiful fall at Seedhill-mill, it

turns northerly, and, about a mile below the town, enters
Renfrew



of the Abbey Parifb of Paifley. 95

Renfrew parifh, and joins the river Gryfe at Inchinan.bridge.
In the Cart are found perch, trout, flounders, and brailes, or
gilt-heads, but none of them in any confiderable quantities,
owing, no doubt, in a great degree to the bleachfields, print-
fields, and a copperas work upon the banks of the river.  As
for the fine large pearls once found in this river, and which,
according to our old hiftorians, had been noticed by the moft
eminent jewellers in Europe, they have long difappeared, and
the river has become a more certain fource of wealth by its
utility to an induftrious and manufacturing neighbourhood.
Of feveral fmaller rivulets in the parith, none are fo confi-
derable from their fize as to merit notice. Covered, how-
ever, as their banks every where are with thread, lawns, or
muilins, they have all become highly valuable to their pro-
prietors, and of great importance to the country.—The river
‘White Cart was, by direttion of the Magiftrates of Paifley,
furveyed by Mr Whiteworth in 1786. He reported, that,
by removing {fome rocks and fhoals in the river, a depth of
feven feet of water might be obtained in ordinary {pring-
tides; and, as the channel is but fhallow under Inchinan-
bridge, as it could not be eafily or fafely deepened there, and
as, at any rate, veflels with ftanding mafts could not pafs un-
der the arches, he propofed to avoid that part of the naviga-
tion by means of a navigable canal, which thould leave the
river a little above, and join it again below the bridge. The
expence of the whole, including a draw-bridge acrofs the
canal, was eftimated at 19ool. The plan being approved of,
an alt of Parliament was obtained, empowering the Magil-
trates and other truftees to carry on the work, and ldefray the
expence by a tonnage of cight-pence per ton upon. all veflels
navigating the Cart, with an exception in favour of thofe
loaded with coal. The work is now completed, but at an
expence of aboeut 40001, The navigation is greatly improved,

but
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but not to the degree that was expefted 3 and probably, ta
obtain an unobitruted paffage at all times to and from Paif-
ley, fome further operations upon the river and canal will ftill
be neceflary. The tonnage lets at prefent for 1551, But, from
Whitfunday 1792 to that term 1793, it has beenlet for 2501, -
Paifley has derived confiderable advantages from the com-
pleating of the great canal between Forth and Clyde. The
great and increafing demand for Baltic goods have rendered
that navigation of more confequence to Paifley than it was
perhaps at firft fuppofed it would be. But, to give this place
the full benefit of it, a branch would be neceffary from the
great canal to the Clyde, to terminate as nearly oppofite to
the mouth of Paifley river as the ground would permit.
Perhaps it could not be brought nearer than Newthot Hle,
The diftance at this place between the canal and the Clyde is
but about one third of a mile; its elevation above the level
of the river nearly 22 feet. Two locks would therefore be
neceflary, and from thefe the chief expence of the work
would arife. The advantages, however, would be great.
The navigation would be fhortened no lefs than five miles
for veflels and rafts of wood coming to Paifley. Two days
would be faved each trip to the proprietors of goods. The
bulky articles of corn, wood, iron, coal, athes, {foap wafte,
&ec. &c. which are intended for Paifley, Kilbarchan, John-
ftoun, Beith, Houfton, Neilftoun, &c. would be brought to
Paifley by water-carriage, inftead of being landed at Port.
Dundas, and fent from thence by land-carriage. The ma-
nufa&urers of Paifley might fend a great part of their goods
from their warchoufes immediately by water-carriage to Lon-
don and other places. A confiderable increafe of tonnage
wouald arife to the proprictors of the great canal, and many
important advantages to an extenfive and populous tralt of
country.

Woalir.
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 Waods—There are no woods of any great extent in the
parith ; perhaps about 140 acres of natural oak, afb, birch,
plane,, &c. may be the amount of the whole, upon three or
four different eftates. The Foreft of Paifley exiits only in
ancient records. Walter, Great Steward of Scotland, by the
charter of foundation of the monaftery of Paifley, grants to
the monks ¢ Decimas de omnibus terris infra Foréffum {funm
de Pafleto.” In Prynne’s Colleftions, we meet with ¢ John
le Hunter de la forefte de Pafly.,” And, in r460 and 1524,
the tenant of Dunfkaith-wood, in the immediate neighbour=
hood of the town, is bound by the abbot ¢ Cuftodire {ylvam
et fuftentare foflas circa di¢tam f{ylvam.” The names of
Woodfide, Oakthawfide; and Oakfhawhead, are the only
traces that remain of thofe woods.

Roads.—The only turnpike-road in the parifh is that run=
ning through it from eaft to weft. Of late years, it has been
kept in very good repair. The others, which depend upon
the ftatute labour, are in a very indifferent ftate. This, it is
hoped, will be remedied by a bill to be brought into Parlia-
ment next feflion for making fome new turnpike-roads, con-
verting the ftatute work into money, and regulating the ap-
plication of it.

Mines and Minerals.—~There are five coal-mines at prefent
wrought in the parith. That at Hurlet, belonging to the
Earl of Glafgow ; Quarreltown, to Mr Houftoun of Johnf-
toun ; Achinloadmont, to Mr Fulton of Achinloadmont ;
Nautthiel, to Mr Dunlop of Houfehill; and one lately open-
ed in the lands of Newton, the property of Mr Spiers of Ei-
derflie. Of thefe, the two firft merit particular notice,—
The Hurlet or Hawkhead coal lies about three miles fouth-
eaft {rom Paifley. It is a firatum § feet 3 inches thick, de«

clining
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clining eaftward, with a dip about one foot in feven, This
valuable feam has been wrought, it is fuppofed, for confider=
ably ‘more than 200 years. In 1634, there were five miners
employed ; of late'there have been from 20to 303 and the
yearly produce, on an average of 20 years, is about 10,000
tons. Inflammable and fixed air are met with in‘this mines’
but the pits are fo well ventilated, there being a complete
communication between fhafts half a mile diftant, that, tho’
accidents fometimes have happened, they are not frequent.
It is well afcertained, that fire has been- generated in thefe
mines, and ‘among the coals upon the hills, by the martial
pyrites with which they abound.—The coal at Quarreltown
is one of the moft extraordinary mafles of that mineral in
Britain. It confifts, in effelt, of five contiguous firata. The
thicknefs of the whole, meafured at right-angles to the fur-
face of the firata, is upwards of go fect; but as, in fome
places, the feam forms a very confiderable angle with the
horizon, the thicknefs of the whole in thefe places, meafured
vertically, is about 15 fathoms. In confequence of this great
depth, it is worked in different floors or ftoreys. Till of latey
the work was carried on borizontally from the ﬂxaft,‘ fo as fuc-
ceffively to interfeét all the five ftrata, At prefent, the miner
purfues the fame firatum, rifing with it. In the former
mode of working, there were five {everal floors or ftoreys ;
in the prefent, there are only three; the firft, third, and
fifth ftratum being wrought, and afterwards fo much of the
fecond and fourth as may be done with fafety.—It is difficult
to convey a clear idea of the ‘manner in which this fingular
mafs of coal lies. In a field of about 15 acres, it is found to
dip in feveral different directions. At leaft, conceiving a
nearly circular area of thofe contents, the coal, from the
north, the eaft, and fouth quarters of that circle, dips pretty
uniformly towards the centre, This, however, is, in’' fome

meafure,
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fneafiure, interrupted by.feveral hitches, at one of which the
mafs-of coal is fuddenly thrown up about 5o feet, at another
about 30.  Thefe hitches interrupt not only the direltion,
but the degree of the dip. On one fide of the firft mention-
ed hitch, it is about one foot in three; on the otlter fide, on=-
ly one in fix. Some years ago this coal took fire; and the
pillars giving way, the ground {unk, and left the furface in a
very rugged ftate. The excellent judgment and perfevering
induftry of the proprictor have furmounted many difficalties
that have occurred in working this valuable coal. It now
employs about 30 pick-men; and there are commonly 12 or
14 horfes below ground. The produce fomne years has been
not lefs than twenty thoufand tons.

Free ftone quarries abound in the parith. The ftone in
moft of them is of a good quality, lies near the furface, and
generally dips towards the eaft. A quarry of coarfe granite
or blue whin, in what was formerly the Abbey garden, af-
fords excellent materials for paving the fireets. A flone,
here called Ofmond flone, found on the tops of the hills in this
and the adjoining parifh of Nielfton, is ufed for hearths of
ovens ; but the Inverary {tone is preferred to it.—We have
feveral lime-ftone quarries. ‘That at Stanley, the property
of the Earl of Glafgow, merits the examination of the curi-
ous. An enormous rock, projeting from the brow of a hill,
contains the limeftone lying in a mafs of about ten feet thick,
and dipping towards a centre, like the Quarreltown coal.
Several mines have been driven into the erck; and thefe
meeting in the heart of it, prefent a very fingular piece of
fubterranean {cenery.  The limeftone at Blackhall, the pro-
perty of Sir Michael Stewart, is alfo wrought by mining, but
not without danger, having only a clay roof. The Hurlet
lime lies in a ftratum three feet thick, incumbent on the feam
of coal. After the coal is dug out, the limeftone is blown

Vor. VIL ( L down
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down with gun-powder, about one half being left to fupport
the firata above.

Foffils.—Foflil fhells, and other marine exuviae, are found
in great quantities in all our lime quarries ; fuch as entrochi,
which are numerous ; anomiae, both with the perforated and
entire beak ; gryphites; milliperes; fungites; feveral varie-
ties of pedtens, and many others, which do not exift in their
natural ftate upon our fhores. All thele abound in the lime-
quarry at Floors, the property of Mr Houftoun of Johnftoun,
and are generally found contained in a firatum of white clay
immediately incumbent on the lime. Corals and fhells have
been found in finking the fhafts for the Hawkhead coal; the
former in detached pieces of limeftone, a few feet from the
{urface ; the latter involved in the mafs of fchiftus immedi-
ately over the coal, aad at a depth of not lefs than 16c feet.
Among thefe are the ortho-ceratites, turbinated cochleae, and
feveral fpecies of bivalves; all of them retaining their origi-
nal form, and fhining like the marcafite in common flate.—
In finking a fhaft for that ccal in 1786, the feveral ftrata oc-
curred as follows :

Feet, In.-

1. Earth and clay - - - - 42 ©

. Sand and gravel - - - - 8 o
3. Schiftus or till, with fome thin ftrata of lime

and iron ftone - - - 10§ o

4. Limeftone - - - - 3 o

. Schiftus, of an aliminous quality - - 3 1

6. Coal - - - - - - 5 3

166 a4

T

Tn the limeftone, No. 4. cryftals of calcareous {par are found :
"They are depofited in open crevices, the fides of which are
' lined
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fined with them. Rhomboidal {par, both opake and tranf-
parent, is alfo met with, The fchiftus, No. 5. is extremely
hard ; but, when lying in a dry place, as in the wafte of the
coal-pit, it gradually decompofes, and acquires a flacky ap-
pearance. It is a beautiful vitriolic eflorefcence, perfectly
refembling plume alum, but feems to have more of the vitri-
olated iron than vitriolated c/ay. In this firatum of fchiftus,
and in the firatum of coal, pyrites abound {o much, that na-
tive copperas is fometimes found. They lie not in any regular
bed, but interfperfed through the firatum, and are feparated
from the coal by the workmen. They are employed in a
copperas or grceh vitriol manufadture, eftablithed at Hurlet
in 1753 by a company from Liverpool.—A bituminous fub-
ftance is found both in the lime and whin-ftone quarries. It
drops in a fluid ftate from the limeftone at Blackhall. In
that at Hurlet it is found folid ; fometimes fo indurated as to
be brittle ; fometimes fo foft as to cut with a knife; in either
ftate highly inflammable.

Figured Stones— At Harelaw, a farm belonging to the Earl
of Glafgow, are found fones in confiderable quantities, with
well defined vegetable impreffions. The impreflions are up-
-on a concave furface, and evidently formed by its application
to the convexity of a ftem or branch of a tree. In jome {pe-
cimens, they prefent the appearance of a kind of rhomboidal
net-work ; in others, that of regular indentations, nearly re-
fembling what we may conceive would be retained by a foft
body from its application to the cone of the fir-tree. A body
of a comprefled cylindrical form, which has communicated
thefe impreflions, is fometimes found : It is figured upon the
furface in a manner correfponding to thefe iadentations :
And, though no plant precifely refembling it is now known
in this country, it is evidently a portion of a petrified branch

or
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or finall trunk of a tree. The ftones thus marked are com:
monly free-ftone ; fometimes, but more rarely, iron-ftone.:
Vegetable impreflions have alfo been obferved upon: the py-
rites of the Hawkhead caal *. : ,

Hufbandry.—The hufbandry of this parifh, as. of all the
weft of Scotland, was, about the middle of this century, in-a -
moft unprofperous ftate, ~ The indigent circumftances of the
farmers, their indolent habits, the want of roads, of wheel-
carriages, and propér implements of hufbandry, all confpired
to obfiru&t the improvement of the foil. Till about 1770,
lime, coal, grain, &c. were generally conveyed on horfe-
back. The old fervitudes of carriages, kain labour, thirlage,
&ec. ftill exifted, with many practices difcouraging to the far-
mer, and ftrongly marking the languid fiate of agrieulture.
The {pirit of improvement,; however, which, about that time,,
appeared in Scatland, reached Renfrewthire; and a very fa-
vourable change has now taken place. The introduction of
artificial graffes, and the culture of potatoes, have produced
3 more diligent and accurate hufbandry, and banifthed the
pernicious diftinétion of croft and outfield f, Before 1766,
there was fcarce any hay fown; and the natural grafs hay
then fold at 3d. per ftone. The gencral price of hay, of late
years, has been §d. or 6d.; at prefent it is no lefs than g d.
Potatoes, about 40 or 50 years ago, were brought in boats
from Kintyre tp Paifley market, About 30 years ago, far-

miers

* The particulars relative to the mineralogy of the parifh
have been chiefly communicated by the ingenious Mr John
Wilfon, {aétor to the Earl of Glafgow. )

+ The diftin&ion between croft and outfield prevailed very
generally in the old and imperfe& hufbandry of Scotland. The
croft, confifting of a few acres neareft the farm-houfe, was per-
petually in crop, and received the whole manure of the farm,
The outfield was the open palture land, which was occafionally
plowed in patches for oats till they were exhaufted, and then

left to reft,
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mers began. pretty generally to: cultivate .them in the ficld,.
No_crops, it is probable, have proved more profitable to the.
farmer than thefe.~~The {cheme of farming moft commeonly:
followed is,—oats out of lee,—beans-and peafe,~=barley-with.
clovers and grafs fgeds. Afier one crop of hay, the field is
generally paftured for three or four years, and then. broke up
with the oats. Little wheat is fown, but rather more of late
than formerly, . Rye, flax, and turnip, are but very little cul-.
tivated ; hemp not at all., Qats are. fown in March, morg
generally in April: Barley from about the 20th of May ta
the 1oth of June: Wheat in September or October, ejther
after fallow, after potatoes, or out of lee. Lime is common-
ly applied upon the lee for the oats ; dung and manure to
barley and wheat. The old Scots plough is generally ufed,
many farmers having a prejudice againft the chain-plough, as
lefs fit. to overcome the impediments to tillage with which
much of the foil in this neighbourhood abounds. It has,
however, of late been introduced with fuccefs, with the im-
provement of a caft-iron mould-board. The crop, in gene-
ral, is got in in September and O¢tober ; fometines, as was
the cafe this feafon, (1791) not till the beginning of Novem-
ber. In 1781, it was all in in Auguft, and was one of the
belt known. In 1782, the harveft was not finithed till the
very end of November ; and, doring that month, there were
confiderable falls of fnow.

Rent.—The valued rent of the parith is 11,0441, 13s. 4d,
Scots ; the real rent 97001, Sterling, belonging to 30 landed
proprietors, 15 of whom poflefs each above 1001, Scots of
yaluation. The rent of the beft arable land-is about 2 guineas
per acre 3 fomething more in the immediate neighbourhood
of Paifley, - The beft pafture ground brings about 30s. per
acre.  Lands of inferior qualit‘y from 12 to 204 ; and the

~ high
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high pafture ground about §s. Garden grounds around the
town let at about 5 1. per acre. Till within thefe few years
paft, a great proportion of the garden-ftuffs ufed in Paifley
was brought from Glafgow. The number of farms feems
rather diminifhing, but not in any great degree. Their ex-
tent is, in general, from 40 to 100 acres. Few farmers pay
more than 1201, per annum of rent ; the moft of them about
gol.or 60ol. All of them are fufficiently fenfible of the ad-
vantages of an inclofed farm, and willingly pay 7% per cent.
to the proprictor for money laid out in that fpecies of im-
provement. In confequence of this, the parifh is all inclofed
either with hedges or ftone dykes.

Farmers.—Though the rife of rents has been great, moft
of them having been doubled within the laft 30 years, yet
the farmers are more independent ; they pay their rents more
regularly, live better, and are better cloathed than formerly,
the effeé, no doubt, of a more vigorous and fuccefsful huf-
bandry. Still, however, they are far, very far from enjoying
the comforts of life in the degree to which fuch an induftri-
ous and valuable order of men are entitled. The prices of
grain, their chief commodity, do not rife; and if, in confe-
quence of the greater wealth and population which the ma-
nufactures bave introduced, their cheefe, butter, and eggs,
bring a higher price, this is probably more than counterba-
lanced by another effet of the fame caufe, the immoderate
rife upon fervants wages. A little more regard to the inte-
reft of the farmer will not, perhaps, be found fo very incon-
fiftent with that of the manufalturer as feems to have been
imagined of late, when all this part of the country was in 2
flame during the dependance of the corn-bill, the operation

of which not one in a thoufand underfood. The number
of
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of farmers in the parifh is about 140 ; of ploughs, 148
horfes, §07.

Servitudes—The ancient fervitudes, fo oppreflive and har~
rafling to the farmer, are almoft entirely abolithed. The on-
ly one of any confequence that remains is that of thirlage.
The Abbey Mill exats from moft of the lands thirled to it a
multure of the one and twentieth peck, befides dues to the
fervants of the Mill.  This Mill, let by the abbot and con-
vent about A. D. 1500 for four chalders eleven bolls of meal,
and one chalder malt, yearly, pays at prefent a rent of 4321
Another mill in the neighbourhood lets at 2201,

Manufaltures.—The manufaltures carried on in this parifhk
are, the weaving of filk gauze, muflins, lawns, cotton ftuffs,
and thread gauze, in all their varieties ; thread making, cot-
ton {pinning, bleaching, callicoe printing; the making of
candles, white foap, black foap, and ftarch. An account of
the rife, progrefs, prefent ftate, and produce of the principal
manufa@ures, is communicated from the town of Paifley.
‘We {ubjoin their prefent ftate in this parifh.

In the various weaving branches there were employed at
Whitfunday 1791, in the fuburbs of Paifley, 1108 looms,
which, added to 2494 employed in the town, gives 3602 in
all. But it is to be obferved, that the extent to which the
weaving branches are carried on by the manufaéturers in
Paifley, is not to be judged of from the number of looms
in the town and fuburbs. Befides about 150 in the country
part of the parifh, there are great numbers employed by
them in the villages of Nielftoun, Bar-head, Beith, Dalry,
Kilwinning, &ec. &c. In 1744, when all the bufinefs was
confined to the town and fuburbs, there were 867 looms at
work.—The thread making employs ¢ mills, which, added

o



88 Statiftical Avcount

to 128 employed in Paifley, makes 137 in all. The numbeg
in 1744 was 93. The fpinning of cotton was introduced in«
to this parith in 1783. The principal feat of that manufac-
ture is at Johnftoun, a neat and regularly built village -about
three miles weft from Paifley, upon the eftate of Mr Houftori
of Johnftoun. The feuing of that village was begun in 1782,
and it contained at Whitfunday lat 293 families, or 1434
fouls, There are five companies eftablifhed in it for cotton
fpinning. Two of thefe carry on their principal operations
by water-machinery, In the two mills employed in them,
there are going at prefent 11,672 fpindles; but, when the
whole machinery in both fhall be compleated, there will be
22,5§72. The number of perfons, young and old, at prefent
employed in both mills is 66o. There are befides about 120
fpinning Jeenies employed throughout the parith; but the
number is daily in¢creafing ; and, when the machinery is com-
pleated which the buildings already eretted are calculated to
contain, there will be about 150 Jeenies, exclufive of thofe in
the two great mills. The number of perfons employed in
this branch at prefeat is, in all, about 1020.

It is painful to think, that 2 manufatture which gives em-
ployment to fo many hands, and which may be a fource of
great wealth to individuals, may be produttive of very un-
happy etfects upon both the health and morals of the chila
dren employed in it. This there is fome reafon to appre-
hend. The numbers that are brought together, efpecially in
the larger mills, the confinement, the breathing of an air ‘
loaded with the duft and downy particles of the cotton, and
contaminated with the effluvia of rancid oil rifing from the
machinery, muft prove hurtful, in a high degree, to the de-
licate and tender lungs of children. Add to this, that mills
which produce_the water-twift are kept going day and night;
and childrer muft be had who are willing to werk through

~ the



' of the Abbey Parifh of Paifley. 89

the night, and fleep during the day. Tempted by the wages,"
parents: fend their children to this employment at a very ear-
ly age, when they have got little or no education; and the
clofe confinement deprives them of the opportunity of ac<
quiring more. Ignorance, difeafe, and mortality, are but too
likely to prove the effeits of this mapufafture, if carried on
by unfeeling and felfith men. The charaters of the gentle-
men engaged in it in this neighbourhood give reafon to hope,
that every method will be employed which humanity and
good fenfe can fuggeft to prevent thefe evils:

The bleaching bufinefs in this parith is carried on to a
very confiderable extent. There are 10 fields for whitening
muflins and lawns, and about as many for thread, almoft
wholly employed by the manufalturers in Paifley, About
300 perfons are at work in this branch of bufinefs, of whom
about 240 are women, who are hired for the feafon.

A foap and candle manufalture pays about 20001, of duty
per annum to Government, and has, in fome years, paid
upwards of 3000l. A black and hard foap manufacture,
45001, per annum. The ftarch manufalture is but lately
eftablifhed.

The diftillery bufinefs is to be mentioned under this head ;
it has for fome time paft been carried on to a great extent,
and the fpirit manufattured in great perfettion. A confider=
able quantity of it is exported, but too much of it is confumed
at home. Dram drinking is common ; alehoufes numerous.
They are the refort of the vagrant, the idle, and the profli-
gate'; they gradually become a fnare to the fober and induf=
trious, and aré producing the worft effets upon the health,
the morals, and domeftic comfort of the people. This grow.
ing evil might, in fome mealure, be ftopped, by limiting the
number of alehoufes,: and impofing fome reftraints as to the

Vor. VII, M hours
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hours during which they {hould be kept open. The jufti¢es
have power to do fo. The fteady exertion of thefe powers
is what is wanting. ' . )

* There has for fome years paft been a very confiderable
importation of goods from the Baltic. The many and large
buildings ere&ing for the cotton {pinning have produced a
great demand for weod and iron; the bleaching and foap-

making, for tallow and athes,

Prices of Labour and Provifions,~—Qat-meal, beft quality,
17s. 4d. per boll ; milk cow, 81.; beef and mutton, 6 d. per
lib.; chicken, Gd.; hen, 1s. 6d.; frefh butter, 10d.;
cheefe, 41 d. ; eggs, per dozen, 5 d. to 9d.; falmon, per lib.
6d. to 16d.; potatoes, per boll, 10s.; day-labourer, 16d.
to 18d.; mafon, 2s.to 2s. 3d.; maid fervant, half year,
21.; beft farm [ervant, yearly, 101l.; an induftrious weaver
will make from 25s. to 3os. per week ; a man at bleaching
from Gs. to gs. 3 a woman from 4s. 6d. to gs.

Medium prices of the beft oat-meal for 28 years paft.

1762 to 1768, - L.o 16 8
1760 — 1775, = © 16 5o
1756 — 1782, - o 15 7%
1783 — 1789, - °0 16 57

" Thus it appears, that, though the price of provifions is
high, the pricz of labour bears its full proportion to it, and
enables the labourer to provide fufficiently for his family.
A journeyman-weaver in Paifley that is moderately induftrious
and oeconomical, to which charadter, indeed, there are but
too many exceptions, can bring up his family with eafe, and
afford to live in a manner far above that of yery decent farm-
ers. Children can have employment at the age of nine or
ten. The profpe& of a family, and its attendant expences,

is no difcouragement to marriage: Hence, in general, they
marry
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marry young; and probably. both births and marriages will
be found to bear as high a proportion to the number of in-
habitants in this as in moft diftricts.

Families.  Souls.

Population in 1693, - - 435

in 1755, - - - 2509
—_— in 1781, - - - 1536

in 1791, - - - 225§ 10792
In the couuntry part - - 870 4689
In the fuburbs of the town - 1385 6103
The numbers in Paifley town being 3232 13800

The total of town and fuburbs, without
the country part, was at Whitfunday
1701 - - - - 4617 19903
Since Whitfunday 1791, when the numbers ftood as above,
there has been an addition of fome hundreds to the town and
fuburbs.

Of the above number 10,792, the prefent population of
the parith, there are §259 males, and 5533 females. If the
proportion of females appear large, it is to be afcribed to the
number of women employed in the bleaching buﬁncfs, which
is the reafon alfo why, in fome of the diftricts, the number of
fouls is {o great in proportion to the families, the perfons em-
ployed in the field being reckoned part of the bleacher’s fa-
mily."

There are 4197 perfons below 15 years of age, 6455 be.
tween 15 and 70, and 140 above 70. In the {uburbs, there
is, above the age of 70, one in 84.76; in the country, one
in 68.95.

In 579 families, a portion of the country part of the parih,
there are 48 batchelor houfekeepers, and g 31 married couples,
Among thele, there have been 2211 births, 'I'he average of

births,
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births, therefore, to each married couple is 4.16. In 138§
families in the fuburbs, there are 111 batchelor houfekeepers,
and 1274 married couples. Among thefe there have been
5470 births. The average to each married couple is 4.29.,

The number of fouls to each family in the country is
5.38; to each family in the town and fuburbs, is 4.31. In
the year 1744, this laft was only 4.01, a change to be afcri-
bed probably to families keeping a greater number of fervants
now than formerly.

Of fervants, houfehold and labouring, male and female,
there are 970, This number inclades the perfons employed
in the bleachfields. Excluding thefe, there may be about
415 houfehold, and 2§55 labouring fervants.

The Births and Marriages for the laft 5o years are :

Period. Births,  Marriages.
1741 to 1750, 669 177
1751 — 1760, 932 348
1761 — 1770, 1179 399
1771 — 1780, 1561 590
1781 — 1790, 3109 987
1791, 405 132

The proportion between the births of laft year and whole
population is as one to 27.14; and between the marriages
and population as one to 81.75.

The Deaths in this parifh cannot be accurately afcertained,
the inhabitants in the Town and Abbey parifhes burying in-
difcriminately in the feveral church-yards. But the whole
number of burials in the two parithes during the laft 1§ years
is as follows :

1777 335 1779> 306 1781, 358
1778, 273 1730, 404 1782, 360
1783,
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1783, 534 1786, 590 1789, 487
1784, 411 1787, 504 1790, 600
1785, 350 1788, 443 1791, 599

The inhabitants of the two parifhes amounting to 24,5923
therefore the proportion between the deaths of laft year and
the population over the whole diftrict of town and country,
is as one to 40.98.

In the ten years, 1771 1780, the deaths to the births
over the whole diftrict are as one to 1.46. In the ten years,
1781

To a place furnifhing fuch variety of employment, there
will be a confiderable influx of inhabitants from other parts
of the country. There are a few from England, more from
Ireland, 2 great number from Ayrihire, and probably ftill

1790, the deaths to the births are as one to 1.54.

more from the Highlands. Their numbers have not been
afcertained. If they may be judged of from the degree in
which the atual population exceeds the annual births multi-
plied by 26, there will be about 260 in the Abbey parith, ana
930 in the town. '

In the enumeration that has been made of this parifh,
1770 perfons are marked as feceding from the eftablifhed
Church. If thofe only are reckoned Seceders who have
themfelves made choice of their religious profeffion, the num-
ber will be confiderably fewer. If a// the children of fece-
ding parents are to be counted Secceders, the numbers will be
fomewhat more. In this laft manner were the returns from
the feveral diftriéts in this parifh generally made. '1he above
number includes diffenters of every denomination : They are
moftly Burghers, Antiburghers, and members of the Rclief
Congregations. ‘There are two {ects of Independents, fome
Cameronians, a very few of the Epifcopal perfuafion, and
perhaps two or three Papifts, The Burgher-Seceders, and

the
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the two fefts of Independents, have each a place of meeting
in the parifh.

Church and School.—The fipend of this parith was origi-
nally 16 chalders of meal ; but, in 1641, Mr Calvert, then
minifter, agreed to give to a {econd, or colleague minifter,
five chalders, and ¢ that according to the aét of the High
Commiffion,” and one chalder provided the entrant fhould
be agreeable to the prefbytery, the parith, and himfelf.
Several augmentations have been made to the original ftipend
of this charge; fo that now it confifts of eight chalders of
meal, 161 13s. 4d. Sterling of money, and 41. 3s. 4d. for
communion elements. There is no houfe or glebe belongs
to it. The ftipend of the firft charge is ten chalders of meal,
4l 13s. 4d. for communion eclements, with a manfe and
glebe. The glebe lets for 10l The manfe was built in
1712, has had feveral repairs, got a pretty complete one in
1783, and is now a tolerably commodious houfe, though in-
ferior to fome manfes lately buiit in the neighbourhood. The
Marquis of Abercorn is patron of both livings. ‘

The fchoolmafter of the town of Paifley was, before the
disjunction of the town, confidered as the parifh fchoolmaf-
ter. Since that time, there has been no eftablithed {chool-
mafter in the parifh, though there are many private teachers
and well frequented {chools.

Abbey.—A particular account of the Abbey of'Paiﬂey
would fill many pages. It avas founded as a priory for
monks of the order of Clugni about the year 1160 by Walter
great Steward of Scotland. It was afterwards raifed to the
rank of an abbacy ; and the lands belonging to it were by
Robert II. erected into a regality, under the jurifdiction of

the abbot. After the Reformation, the abbacy was feculari-
zed
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zed by the Pope in favour of Lord Claud Hamilton, third
fon of the Duke of Chatelherault, in reward of his fteady ad.«
herence to the caufe of Queen Mary ; and, in 1588, it was
by the King and Parliament erected into a temporal lordihip,
and Lord Claud was created Lord Paifley. 'The revenues of
the abbacy were very confiderable: They confifted of the
teinds of twenty-eight different parifhes, with the property of
the lord(hips of Paifley, of Kilpatrick in Dunbartonfhire, and
of Monkton in Ayrfhire, extending each to a hundred merk
land ; and the forty pound land of Glen in Lochwinnech
with the lands of Achengown, Grange, &c. and a confider-
able detached property in different parts of the kingdom.
All this property, with the patronage of the feveral churches,
fell to Lord Claud Hamilton, laft abbot of Paifley. It con-
_tinued in that family till 1653, when his grandfon James Earl
of Abercorn fold the lordfhip of Paifley to the Earl of Angus,
who next year fold it to William Lord Cochran, Kilpatrick
to Sir John Hamiltoun of Orbiftoun, Monktoun to Lord
Bargenny, and Glen to Lord Semple and others. Great
part of the lordfhip of Paifley was, at different times, fold off
by the family of Dundonald ; and what remained of it was
in 1764 repurchafed by the late Earl of Abercorn. The fa-
bric of the Abbey owed much of its magnificence to Abbot
George Schaw, who, about 1484, enlarged and beautified the
building, furrounding the church, the precinéts of the con-
vent, the gardens, and a fmall deer-park, with a noble wall
of hewn free-ftone. The Abbey was, after the Reformation,
fucceffively the feat of the Larls®f Abercorn and Dundonald.
The late Earl of Dundonald demolithed the ancient gateway,
and, by feuing off the immediately adjoining grounds for
building, entirely changed the appearance of the place. As
it was thus rendered totally unfit for a family refidence, it

has fince that time been let out into feparate dwellings, and
is
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is now in a very mean and almoft ruinous ftate. The wall
ftood almofl entire till 1781, when the garden being feued
off for building upon, by the late Earl of Abercorn, the wall

was fold to the feuers, and the ftones of it employed-in their
houfes.

Poor.—The poor of the parith are numerous, a neceflary
confequence of the extenfive manufactures, and of the ready
employment afforded to labourers of every defcription. In
1576-77-78, the fum expended for the relief of the poor
amounted, on an average, to 711. 11s. yearly. In 1779-80-
81,t0 851, 7s. In 1782.83-84, to 136l 12s. In 178;5-
86-87, to 2381 3s. In 1788-89-90, to 381l. And,in
1791, to 440l 3s. Of this fum 2841. was paid to the
poor upon the parifh roll; about 46 1. was diftributed in oc-
cafional charity ; about 74 1. was applied for the maintenance
of foundlings and deferted children; and 361 for clothing, -
houfe rents, {chool wages, burials, and fuch incidental ex-
pences. The {mall pittance allowed in the beginning of
thefe periods to the inrolled poor, in a place where all the
articles of living are dear, could fcarcely be called an aliment.
1t was from 2s. to 10s. per quarter ; the average, to each per-
fon, being about 5. At preflent, the allowance is from 4s.
to 26s per quarter; the average being 12s. 7d. The num-
ber of inrolled poor is between go and 1co.

Till 1785, the poor were {fupported by the colleCtions at
the church door; by the intereft of {foine donations in the
management of the kirk {¢{lin ; by the dues for the pro-
clamation of banns of marriage, and a fmall fum arifing from
the ufe of the mort cloths At that period it was propofed
to put a {top to the praltice of vagrant begging, and as for
that cnd it was neceffary to provide for the fupport of the
poer in their houfes, a parochial affeffment was refolved upon,

2
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a meafure the more reafonable and neceflary in this parifh,
as among the many affluent landholders belonging to it, on-
ly one or two who refided within the parith, did ever con-
tribute any thing for the maintainance of the poor. The
firft affeflment was 1521 from which fum it foon rofe to
415 1.5 but this, like other taxes, is not completely effeétive.
It has ftood at that {umn for the laft three years; and if the
attention that has hitherto been given to the management be
continued, and the fame care taken to admit no improper
objects on charity, it is hoped there will be no neceffity, for
fome time, to impofe a greater. The collections amount to
about 8ol. yearly.; the dues of proclamation 181 ; mort-
cloths, 111.; and the interefts of money, with a trifling fum
arifing from fines impofed by the kirk feflion, about 15l
The produce of the whole funds is thrown into one fum, and
diftributed by the kirk fefiion, and 21 overfeers, chofen
equally from the heritors, farmers, and houfeholders. A
fmall falary is paid for colleCting the afleflnient, and paying
out the money, the only expence that attends the manage-
ment. The mode of afleflment and diftribution is fo fimilar
to that in the parith of Jedburgh, that the minute diffe-
rences are not worth noticing.

‘Befides thefe parochial funds for the relief of the poor,
there is a confiderable fubfcription yearly to the Paifley Dif-
penfary, an inftitution that has fubfifted fince 1780, and
been attended with very happy effets among the lower
clafles of the induftrious inhabitants of this place. The
yearly amount of the {ubfeription to that charity, from the
town and {uburbs, has been about 1301

Various focieties are formed among the journeymen wea-
vers, for the relief of thofe members who, by age or fick-
nefs, are incapacitated for work. Sunday {chools, though
upon a {mall {cale, have been lately eftablifhed, both in the

VoL, VIL N town
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town of Paifley and Abbey parifh : Inftitutions that have be-
come highly neceflary fince the introduétion of the cotton
fpinning, which engages children before they have got al.
moft any education of any kind, and which occupies them
from morning to night throughout the week.

Occafional colleftions are made for the poor in feafons of
{carcity, or times of particular diftrefs. And to the honour
of the more affluent inhabitants of the town and Abbey pa-
rith, let it be acknowledged, that every plan to fupply the
wants, or mitigate the diftrefles of the indigent or deftitute,
has always met with their hearty concurrence, and moft li-
beral fupport.

N U M-
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NUMBER VL
PARISH OF NEW OR EAST KILPATRICK.

( Counties of Dunbarton and Stirling.—Prefbytery of
Dunbarton.—Synod of Glafgow and Ayr.)

By the Reverend Mr GEORGE Sywm.,

Origin of the Name,

R YHIS parifh is called New, or Eaft Kilpatrick, relatively
to Old, or Weft Kilpatrick, with which it formed

one parifh till the year 1649, when a divifion and new erec-
tion took place. The name Kilpatrick, Cella Patricii, com=
mon to both, is derived from Patrick, the tutelary faint of
Ireland, whom legends and tradition make a native of Kil-
patrick. A writer quoted in Britan. Eccles. Primordia, fays,
« Natale patricii folum inter caftrum Dunbritannicum et ci-
'vitatem Glafcuenfem pofitum; accepto ab ipfo nomine Kirk-
patrick vel Kilpatrick ;” adding, that his father was a pref-
byter, and grandfather a deacon, and that he was carried
captive with his two fifters into Ireland, and fold to one of
the petty princes of that country, who employed him as a
{fwine herd. But a local tradition informs us, that he was
compelled to leave his native country by the malice and re.
fentment of the Devil, who, provoked at his fanity and
fuccefs in preaching the gofpel, fent a band of witches againft
him; that the weird-filters fell upon him fo furioufly, that
he was forced to feek fafety by flight; that finding a little
boat
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boat near the mouth of the Clyde, he went into it and
fet off for Ireland; that they feeing it impoflible to pur-
fue him, for it feems they were pot of that cfafs of witches
who can tkim along the waters in an egg fhell, or ride
through the air on a brcom ftick, tore a huge piece of a rock
from a neighbouring hill, and hurled it, with deadly purpofe,
after him; but that, miffing their aim, the ponderous mafs
fell harmlefs, and afterwards, with a little addition from art,
formed the -Caftle of Dunbarton. This furely is fufficient
proof, that Kilpatrick both derives its name from, and gave
birth to, the celebrated faint of Ireland.

Nimber and Rent of Farms.—There are two large grafs
farms, which pay about 2001, of rent each. Of corn farms
there are 6, at rool. or a little above~—about 5o between
301 and rool.—and above 40 below 30l.; but among the
laft are included a few cottage lands, each fufficient only to
maintain a cow. Almoft all thofe above 301. and fome alfo
of thofe below it, employ a plough and 3 or 4 horfes ; and
two of the largelt employ two ploughs each. All thefe are
exclufive of the lands occupied by the greater proprietors
themfelves, and by the tackfmen of bleachfields and mills.
Leafes are commonly for 19 years. ‘The average rent of ara-
ble land is about 1gs. per acre; thereis fome at 3o0s. and a
good deal below 125, Every new leafe brings an addition of
rent to the landlord ; and hitherto few of the tenants have
reafon to comiphin, In general they live much more com-
fortubly, are better fed, better clothed, and better lodged,
than whien they paid but the half of their prefent rent. The
raifing of the rent has fiimulated their induftry, and their
indufiry is repaid in the enjoyment of more of the comforts
of life. Arnd the generous landlord, it is to be hoped, will
never rapaciouily extort from the hufbandman all that is not

neceflary
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neceffary to a bare fubfiftence. The farmers form the moft
induftrious, fober, and ufeful clafs of men, and deferve more
than any other liberal encouragement.

MMode of Farming, ¢o'c.—Though the farmers in this parith
have, of late years, made confiderable improvement in the
knowledge and practice of agriculture, they fiill adhere prete
ty much to the old method ; the ftubborn nature of the foil,
they fay, and probably with truth, does not wholly admit of
the new,

The crops are wheat, oats, barley, peafe, beans, potatoes,
turnip, flax, and clover and rye-grafs. Of wheat, very little
is now fown, a fucceflion of unfavourable feafons having dif-
couraged the culture of it. Peafe, beans, flax, and turnip,
are alfo fown in but fmall quantities. The principal crops
are oats, barley, potatoes, and clover and rye-grafs.

Tiil lately, very little land, except for fallow, was plowed
before the month of January. It is a general opinion among
the farmers here, that, unlefs the foil be dry, and free from
tough-rooted weeds, winter plowing is prejudicial to the
crop, wet clay land being apt to cake even after froft, and
tough or dry-rooted weeds, which are not eafily deltroyed by
froft, {prouting before the corn is fown, and therefore cho-
king it the more readily after it is come up. They begin
row, however, to give lefs weight to thefe objections.

The greater part of the farmers plow with three horfes,
fome with four, and but very few with two only.

The ufual time'of fowing wheat is O&tober ; oats, peafe,
and beans, from the beginning of March to the end of April;
and barley, clover, and rye-grafs, from the beginning to the
middle of May. Potatoes are planted about the middle of
April; in large fields with the plough, in fmall plots with
the dibble,

Hay
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Hay harvelt begins about the middle of June; and corn
harveft fometimes about the middle of Auguft, though com-
monly later, and continues often till the beginning of No-
vember. From 200 to 300 ftone per acre is reckoned a good
crop of hay, and of oats and barley 7 or 8 bolls.

A few years ago, a club was formed by the farmers in this
and other parifhes in the neighbourhood of Glafgow, for the
purpofe of promoting and diffufing the knowledge of agri-
culture, which has probably had a very confiderable effe(t :
And, with a view of exciting emulation among their plow-
men, they have begun to have annual plowing matches, at
which premiums are given to thofe that excel.

Numter of Horfes, &'c.—There are about 360 horfes, 1450
black cattle, and 150 fheep. Of the black cattle, a confider-
able number are bouglht lean, in the Highlands, and fattened
for the butchers. The price, when bought, from 21, 10s.
to 5l.; when fold, after being fed about a year, from 41
10s. to 81,

Air, Difeafes, &c.—The air is reckoned very wholefome.
There are no difeafes peculiar to the parith. Befides the
fmall pox and chincough, the moft common are fevers, con-
fumptions, hyfterics, and diarrhoeas, which, however, are not
frequent. The fmall-pox is lefs deftructive now than for.
merly, from the more common practice of inoculation. The
prejudices againft that moft fuccefsful improvement in the
medical art, though fiill very prevalent,'ﬁ%gin to wear off.

There are many inftances of longevity, Within the laft
year, there died one man in his 9sth year, who was able,
within a few days of his death, to walk in a forenoon above
a mile to a neighbouring farm, and return; another man in
his 8gth year ; and a woman in her 91ft - And there is now

living
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living 2 man near 93, who reaps and threthes his own corn,
thatches his own houfe, and walks to Glafgow, 53 miles dif-
tant, and returns the fame day.

Villages.—The only confiderable village is Millguy, which
contains about 200 inhabitants, who are moftly employed as
bleachers, printers, and pencillers of cloth.

Bleachfislds.—There are fix bleachfields, of which two are
for printed cloths only, and one partly. All thefe together
employ about 220 people.

Mills—There are four oat mills, two barley mills, one
{fnuff mill, and one paper mill. The paper mill employs
three vats, and about 25 workmen. The kinds of paper
made are poft, foolfcap, pot, and lappings ; and the quantity
about 25001, worth per annum.

Coal and Lime Works.—There are two colleries in the pa-
rith, one at Knightfwood, and the other at Culloch, which
have both been wrought beyond the memory of any perfon
alive.—The coal at Knight{wood is light and friable, very
little fulphureous, does not cake, burns quickly, and leaves a
fmall quantity of whit¢ athes. In digging for this coal, the
ftrata met with are, blue clay ; blaize ; hard white free-ftone;
blaize, mixed with what the workmen call grey-plies, proba-
bly a fpecies of fehiffus cinereus ; {pungy white free-ftone;
iron-ftone three inches thick ; blaize, and grey-plies; then
the coal three feet four inches thick, with fix inches of ftone
in the middle. Befides the main coal, there are two thinner
feams in the ftrata of blaize above, not worth working. The
main coal lies at various depths, from 18 to o fathoms, ac.
cording to the height of the ground, the dip of the coal, and

the
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the interruption of troubles.—The dip is from north-weft to
fouth-eaft. The price of a cart of coals of 12 cwt. at this
work is 2s. 6 d.; and about 26,000 carts are fold annually,
The coal is nearly exhaufted in Knightfwood lands, but it
extends through thofe in the neighbourhood. This colliery
employs about 6o men and boys, and 2¢ horfes.

At Culloch the coal is more heavy, lefs inflammable, and
confiderably fulphureous. The fmall coal cakes ftrongly ;
the great leaves a flag, with a great deal of brown athes. It
is, however, a good ftrong coal, and, mixed with that of
Knightfwood, makes an excellent fire, The ftrata here are
clay ; blaize, with feveral feams of ironftone through it,
fome 4 inches thick ; limeftone, from 3 to 4! feet thick;
then the coal, from 4% to § feet thick. The price of the cart
of 12 cwt, is 2s.3 and about 13,000 carts are put out in a
year, a great part of which is ufed in burning the limeftone.
The depth of the coal is from 13 to 36 fathoms, and the dip
from north-weft to fouth-eaft. ‘

At Culloch is alfo the only limework in the parith. The
limeftone is wrought after the coal has been taken out from
below it. It is burnt in draw-kilas, of which two, capable of
burning each 20 chalders a-day have becn lately erected.
The lime is of an excellent quality, and is fold at 10s. per
chalder of 32 wheat bufhels. About 3000 chalders are made
annually, At this place the lime and coal works together
employ about 70 men and 20 horfes, and they are both ca
the increafe.

Heritors, Valuation, and Rental —The parifh is ¢ ided a-
mong nine greater, and eight fmaller proprictors.  Of the
former, five refide conftantly or occafionally ; all the latter
conftantly. The valued rent of the whole is 53111 165, 2d.

Scots, and the real rent may be about gooo L. Sterling.
Church,
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Chuych, t9°c.—The Duke of Montrofe is patron of the pa-
rith. The minifter’s ftipend confifts of 70 bolls 3,% pecks
of meal, 10 bolls of bear, 451. 165, 8d. Sterling money, a
manfe, and a glebe of 4 acres.

Schools.—There is a parith fchool, with a falary of 1001.
Scots. The fees are, for Englith, 1s. 6d.; for writing, 2s.3
and for arithmetic, 3s. per quarter. Poor {cholars are paid
for by the feflion out of the poor’s funds. The number of
fcholars is, at an average, about g4o. Befides this there is
another, attended by an equal number of {cholars, but with-
out a falary, at the village of Millguy; and a houfe is now
bailding for a third in the north part of the parith. There
is alfo one in the borders of Old Kilpatrick for the accom-
modation of the eaft part of that, and the weft part of this
parith, to the fupport of which the feflions of both parithes
contribute a fmall fum annually.

Price of Labour, &c.—The wages of fervants living in their
mafter’s family are, a good plowman, 121.; a common farm-
fervant, 91 or 10l.; and a maid-fervant, 31. or 41l a-year.
Thofe of day-labourers employed confiantly, 10d. but more
generally 1s.; of day.labourers employed occafionally, 14d.
in winter, and 18d. in fummer; of mafons, from 20d. to
2s.; and of wrights, 18d. to 20d. The price of labour
has rifer greatly within thefe four or five years, from the
great demand for the public works and manufaltures carry-
ing on in this part of the country.

The price of all kinds of provifions is nearly the fame as in
Glafgow.

Poor.~The number of poor on the parith-roll at the latk
general diftribution in December 1791 was 19. Of thefe,
Vor. VIL o '3
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5 receive fupply regularly, from 3s. to §s. each a months
and, befides this, §s. 10s. or 15s. at each of two half y=ar-
ly diftributions ; the reft at thefe general diftributions only,
or as occafion requires,

The funds are, the colleftions at the church on Sundays,
and other days of public worthip, the interef of 1151 in
bank, and the intereft of zol. part of a late dbnation, on
bond to the feffion. Thefe funds have been hitherto fuffi-
cient to fupport all the poor of the parifh in a very compes
tent manner, and none of them are allowed to beg.

There is no way of fapporting the poor fo eafy, and
fo little expenfive, as from the collections at church. Af
{eflinents are attended with more trouble, and are confider-
ably more expenfive ; for many claim to be admitted on the
poor’s roll when the poor are fupported in this way, who, in
the fame circuin{tances, would make gréater exertions to
{upport themf{zlves before they applied for fupply out of the
funds provided 1n the other way. Afleflments, however,
are certainly the moft equitable method of fupporting the
poor. When heritors, either from non-relidence or unfre-
quent attendance upon public worfhip, centribute nothing,
or do not contribute their juft proportion 3 and when, from
a {pirit of fectarianifm, many others withdraw from the efta.
blithed Church, and aifo contribute nothing, it is often im.-
pofiibie, and always untfair and unreafonable, that thofe only
who do attend the church fhould bear the whole burden of
the poor.

" Population.—The population by Dr Webfter’s table in 1755
was 1390. ‘The number of johabitants, young and old, in
the year 1783, when an exalt lift was taken, was 1664 ; to
which, from the erc&isu of two of the bleachfields fince
(s wenokios oo fus ot increafe, as many may perhaps

be
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be now added as will make the number 1700. From the
regifter of baptifms about the time of the Revolution, fup-
pofing the proportion between the baptifms” atd population
the fame then as at prefent, the number of inhabitants ap-
pears to have been at that time 1460 ; fo that, in the fpace
of a hundred years, the population has increafed about 240,
that is, by about the number of perfons employed at the
bleachfields and paper mill. That it has not increafed more
is owing to the conjun@ion of fmall farms, and the defiruc-
tion of cottages. The number of males is to that of fe-
males nearly as 10 to 9. The average number of marriages
for the laft 10 years is 16, of baptifms for the fame time 57,
and of burials for the laft g years 28. 'The rule given for
finding the population of a diftrict, by multiplying the births
by 26, or the deaths by 36, feems not to be well founded.

Canal, {&'c.—The great canal between Forth and Clyde
p_aﬁ;es through the fouth part of the parith It is carried
over the river Kelvin by a ftately aquedudt bridge, planned by
Mr Whitworth, and exccuted by Mr Gibb. The foundation
of the bridge was laid June 15. 1787, and it was finilhed in
June 1790. The length is 350 feet, the breadth g7, of
which the canal 6‘&cupics 273, ‘ and the height, from the fur-
face of the river to the top of the parapet wall, 57. It [tands
upon 4 arches, each go feet wide, and 37 high.

Advantages and Difadvantages.—From the preceding ac-
couht, it appears that this parith enjoys conliderable advan-
tages: Abundance of coal and lime within itfelf, and to be
had cafily from other places too, by means of the canal; its
!lziciuity to Glafgow, diftant only about fix miles from the
middle of the parith, where there is a ready markert for all
kinds of produét; plenty of flone for building; and rivers

proper
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proper for mills and bleachfields. The principal difadvan-
tages are, the ftubborn nature of a gréat part of the foil, and
the want of good roads. The latter difadvantage, however,
will foon be in a great meafure removed, two lines of turn-
pike road being now carrying through the parifh, leading
from Glafgow, the one to Drymen, and the other to Bal-
fron. If to thefe were added a good crofs road from eaft to
weft, there would remain little caufe of complaint on this
account. The difficulty of procuring dung in fufficient quan-
tity for the land, is alfo no fmall difadvantage. The farmers
in the fouth part of the parith, indeed, carry it, but at a very
great expence, from Glafgow, Port-Glafgow, and Greenock
but it will not bear the expence of carriage, added to its
price, from thefe places to the north part; fo that the far-
mers there are confined to the quantity made on their farms,
which is commonly far from fufficient.

N U M-
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NUMBER VIL

PARISH OF WESTRUTHER,

( County of Berwick—Prefbytery of Lauder.~Synod of
Merfe and Tevistdale. )

By the Reverend Mr WiLLiaM SHIELS.

Origin of the Name,
HE village from which this parith takes its name was
2 formerly called Wolfltruther. This name, according
to tradition, originated from the number of wolves with
which the neighbouring grounds abounded.
Weftruther was formerly a part of the parifh of Gordon.
It was firft erected into a feparate parith about the middle of
the laft century. Upon the application of the heritors, who
complained of the diftance of the church of Gordon, a mi-
nifter was appointed in the year 1647 to a chapel at Baflan
dean, in the fouth fide of the prefent parith. About two
years after, for the better accommodation of the north parts
of the parifh, a church was built at the village of Weftruther,
where it fill continues. This chapel belonged to the nun-
nery of Coldfiream. The walls of it flill remain, to the
height of 12 or 14 feet, and inclofe the burying-ground of
the Homes of Baflandean.

Lxtent and Situaticn.~This parifh is about five miles long,
and four miles broad. It lies on the fouth fide of that range
of
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of hills called Lammermuir, by which it is feparated from Eaft«
Lothian, The London road by Coldftream enters the parifh
from the north, about the 28th mile ftone from Edinburgh,
pafles through the fouth-weft fide of it for the fpaée of about
four miles, and then enters the parifh of Greenlaw. ,

Population in 1755, 591
— in 1783, 635
————in 1791, 739

Villages.—~The only villages are thofe of Weftruther, Wed-
derly, and Hounflow. Weftruther has of late been confider-
ably increafed by a number of houfes built on feus. Each
few, along with a houfe and fmall garden, has generally
two or more acres of land to fupply the family with corn,
potatoes, &c.—The village of Wetherly is much diminifhed
within thefe thirty years.;—-Hounﬂow is entirely a new erec-
tion. It is fituated on the London road betwixt the 3oth
and 31ft mile fiones from Ldinburgh. The firft houfe in
this village was built in the year 1775. It confifts of feus
granted by Mr Home of Baflandean, and contains upwards
of 70 fouls.—As the land in this neighbourhood was within
thefe twenty years covered with barren heath, it is perhaps
unneceflary to obferve, that this village has very much ima
proved the appearance of the country around, as well as raifed
the value of the adjacent grounds.—The feuers in thefe two .
villages of Weftruther and Hounflow have each a privilege
of peats for fuel in the moffes that are next them.—The
climate of this parith is confiderably colder than the lower
parts of the country. It is, however, remarkably healthy.
Perhaps this is, in part, owing to its open and elevated fitua-
tion. There does not appear to be any difeafe to which the
people are particularly fubjet. Inftances of longevitfz arg

Pretty
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pretty frequent. There is jult now living 2 woman aged 93 3
and, within thefe few years, two men died at the age of 95
or 96. Several attain to 80 and upwards. It is worthy of
remark, that three minifters in fucccfﬁon, thougil each above
thirty years of age at his admiffion, ferved the cure of this
parith from 1647 to 1782, a period of 135 years.

8uil.—The foil is of various qualities. Perhaps there may
be one half of the lands in the parith not capable of being
cultivated to any advantage by the plough. One part of
thefe is bog-land, on which grows a kind of coarfe grafs; that
is fometimes paftured by young cattle ; fometimes it is cut for
hay, and is reckoned excellent winter food for cattle that
are not of fufficient age to be fed on turnip. Though a
great part of this land has already been drained at confider-
able expence; yet, as this is the only fpecies of improvement
of which it is capable, certainly more ought ftill to be done
to carry off the water, which, in particular places, continues
to ftagnate,

The other part of thefe lands that are not capable of be-
ing cultivated with advantage by the plough, confifts of
ground covered with deep mofs, or which, from the height
of its fituation, even where the foil is tolerably good, is not
adapted to the raifing of corn, and confequently would not
pay the expence of improvement by lime, which is the only
manure that has been ufed with effect to any extent for bring-
ing in heath lands in this corner of the country.

The other half of the lands in the parith may be divided
into fuch as are already cultivated by the plough, and fuch
as are capable of being cultivated in this manner.

The foil of thefe lands is, in fome places, a whitith cold
clay, which is by no means favourable to the views of the
hufbandman. In other places, particularly towards the fouth

fide
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fide of the parifh, the foil confifts of a reddifh earth, on 3
free-ftone bottom.  This earth, where it has been long in
cultivation, and often dunged, has become a rich loam, and
is excellent for every fpecies of crop that is adapted to the
climate. Where this reddith foil is not fo deep and ftrong,
it is inclined to be fharp and gravelly. This alfo is very fit
for cropping, and particularly is well fuited to the turnip
hufbandry, and to the raifing of white and broad clover.

This and the neighbouring parifhes have been in a pro-
greffive ftate of improvement ever fince the making of the
turnpike-roads, by which there is ealier accefs to manure;
and the product of the land is carried to market at lefs ex-
pence.

The benefit derived from good roads, however, muft al-
ways be partial, and much limited, while the crofs roads con-
tinue in the miferable condition in which they are to be
found at prefent not oaly in this neighbourhood, but alfo in
many other places of the country. But, as this fubject has
often of late been under the confideration of the gentlemen,
it is to be hoped that fome .effectual methed will foon be
adopted for correting an evil that has long been felt and
complained of. When by this means the intercourfe be-
tween the different parifhes and the different parts of the
fame parifh fhall be rendered more eafy and expeditious,
new vigour will be imparted to that laudable fpirit of im-
provement which of late years has fo much increafed the in-
trinfic value of the lands in this county, and roufed the in-
duftry of the people to exertions highly beneficial to them-
felves and to the community at large.

Among the improvements in hufbandry that have been in-
troduced into this part of the couatry, none have been at-
tended with more happy and more extenfive effets than the
raifing of turnips and broad ¢lover. As the turnips, from the
: froft,
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froft, or from their flying up into feed, if the winter be freth,
are often rendered in a great meafure ufelefs, long before the
return of the grafs, fome crop that would anfwer for food to
the fatting cattle in the fpring, is more wanted here than in
the lower parts of the country, where the frofts are {eldom
{o fevere, and where the {pring fets in at a more early period.

Early oats feem very much adapted to the climate of this
parith 5 that fpecies called red oats, in particular, are found to
fucceed well.—Befide the dung raifed in the different farms,
the only manure here ufed is lime, which is brought from
Lothian, at the diftance of 17 or 18 miles.

Horfes, Black Cattle, and Sheep.—There are in this parith
160 horfes, 700 black cattle, and goco fheep. Confiderable
attention is now paid to the improvement of the breed of
frock of every kind.—The extent of the different farms is
very various. The higheft may be rented at 26ol. and the
loweft about 201,  Within thefe 20 years, fome of the farms
have doubled their rents.—The price of labour through all
this country is higher, in general, than in the Lothians, and
not fo high as in Northumberland. A man that is hired
for the year gets 61. 10s. 71 or 7 guineas, along with his
vituals, A day-labourer gains 1s. per day, or 8d. with
vi¢tuals. In hay time and harvelt he will gain 10d. or 1s.
with his victuals.—The price of female labour is confider-
ably raifed of late years. Thisis, in a grear meafure, owing
to an additional number of hands being wanted to carry on
the operations of hufbandry in its modern improved ftate,
Many of thefe operations are performed by the women fully
as well as by the men, fuch as turnip hoeing, &c. A female
fervant who was hired a few years ago at 30 or 3§s. for the
fummer half year, will now, when cmployed in works of
hufbandry, gain 21 §s. 2L 10s. or 2l 155, for the fame

Vor. VIL P period.
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period. The winter wages are much the fame as formerly.
A woman, when employed by the day in turnip hoeing, gair'xs
6d. or 8d. without victuals. \

Church and Poor.—The ftipend was lately augmented, and
is, by the new decreet, 831 6s. 8 d. Sterling, and 21 10s.
for communion zlements, befides the glébe. The minifter is
alfo entitled to fix days cafting of turf on the lands of Mr
Home of Baffandean.

The poor are fupported by the weekly collections, amount-
ing to 81 or to 10l. and an affefiment according to the va-
lued rent, which is paid in equal proportnons by the proprie-
tors of land and their tenants. The one half of the collec-
tions is difpofed of by the kirk-feflion for the relief of indi-
viduals, or families that have accidentally fallen into diftrefs,
and have not had an opportunity of being received on the
roll of enlifted poor, or who perhaps wifh for nothing more
than a little occafional fupply, till the recovery of health, or
the removal of fome prefent calamity put it again in their
power to fupport themfclves without being burdenfome to

the public.

' The money expended yearly in fupport of the enlifted
poor never exceeded 241. Sterling till this prefent year,
when, from an additional number of poor, it has increafed to
361, This fum is made up by the remaining half of the col-
le&ions, the intereft of 24 1. funk for the benefit of the poor,
" and the aflefment above mentioned. Befides the 241. the
intereft of which goes to the affeffment, there is another fumy
of the fame amount, the intereft of which is difpofed of by
the feflion to the relief of occafional poor.

'The higheft allowance this year to a pauper is3L 7s 6d.
the loweft about 11, It is always underftood, that, if their

neceffities increalc, the kirk-feflion will be ready to give them
foms
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fome additional fupply. It is eafy, however, from the fmall-
nefs of the allowance, to fee that it is only meant as an affif~
tance. The truth is, the poor ufually live in their own hou«
fes, or in the houfes of fome of their conneltions, and are
able, in moft cafes, to do fomething for themfelves.

The afleffment is laid once in the year by the heritors,
who meet for that purpofe along with the minifter and kirk
feflion, This meeting is calied by an intimation from the
pulpit at leaft ten free days before.

The heritors fome years ago, inftead of giving the whole
allowance to the poor in money, adopted a plan of giving a
confiderable proportion of it in oat-meal, which cannot be fo
readily perverted from the charitable purpofe for which it is
beftowed.

N U M.
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NUMBER VIIL
PARISH OF WALSTON.

("County of Lanark.—Prefbytery of Biggar.—Synod of
Lothian and Tweedale.)

By the Reverend My PaTrick MoLLESON.

Name, Situation, and Extent.

N the old feflion records, the name of this parifh is fome-
times written #elffoun, and the tradition of the country
people is, that it has its name from a copious fpring of ex-
cellent water in the neighbourhood, called Walflon-well. In
former times this wcll was in great repute for its medicinal
qualities, and nwch frequented. The water has no uncom-

" mon colour or tafte, but is fill faid to be an excellent reme-

dy in cutaneous dilealcs,

Soil, Surface, Climate, &&'c.—In the high grounds the foil is
fhallow and barren, and moftly covered with heath. In the
lower grounds, the foil is moftly a black loam, lying on a
deep clay, and tolerably fertile; on the eaft fide, it is a black
loam lying on gravel. The furface, though uneven, is not
rocky. The air is exceedingly moift, notwithftanding which
the people in general are very healthy. Rheumatifm is the
prevailing difeafe.  This is perhaps owing in a great meafure
to the following caufes. The houfes in this part of the coun-
t:y are all exceedingly damp. The windows are, for the

moft
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moft part, glazed, but few of them are made {o as to open:
And the common people univerfally fleep in clofe timber
beds. Few of them are fufficiently convinced of the vaft ad-
vantage of having their bed clothes expofed to the frefh air;
or of the danger of fleeping in a place too much confined.
Between this parifh and Dunf{yre runs a fmall river called the
Medwin, in which there are a few excellent trout. About
two miles to the north-eaft of this place, part of the Med-
win runs off to the [weed. The reft of it falls into the
Clyde, about § miles fouth-weft from this, Here the Med-
win is faid to be about 750 feet above the level of the fea;
and by obfervations made with the barometer, an high hill
in this neighbourhood, called Walfton Black Mount, appears
to be nearly 8oo feet above the level of the Medwin.,

Population.—This parith was formerly more populous than
it is at prefent. From various caufes, many of the parochial
regifters of marriages, births, and burials, have not been ac-
curately filled up, and confequently are not much to be truft-
ed. In making out the following abftract from the feffion
records of Waifton, thofe periods have been chofen in which
the records feem to have been regularly kept.

Annual average of Births. Annual average of Marriages.
From 1680 to 1686 is 10 From 1680 to 1686 is 5
713 1723 14 1713 1723 43
~— 1723 1733 133 — 1743 1747 3%
1984 1791 10 — 1784 1791 3%
‘The annual average of deaths, from 1784 to 1791, is 53

‘The population in 1755 was 479.

The
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The number of perfons, under 10 years of age, at prefent fs,

102

from 10 to 20 - - 99
from 20 to 50 - - 161
from ge to 70 - - 52
above 70 - - - 13
Total, 427

There are three or four perfons about 81 or 82 years of
age, but none older. By a lift, accurately taken in the be-
ginning of January 1791, it appears, that there are in the
parith at prefent 427 perfons, old and young, of which num-
ber 206 are males, and 221 females. They refide chiefly in
two fcattered villages. In the parith there are 140 commu-
nicants belonging to the eftablithed Church; 54 to the Re-
lief; 32 to the Antiburghers, and 28 to the Burgher meet-
ing houfe, but no Epifcopalians nor Roman Catholics; 26
bachelors, and 69 married men and widowers; 15 handy-
craftfmen ; about 130 houfehold fervants; 11 labouring fer-
vants, or days wage men ; and one ftudent at the univerfity ;
12 farmers, each having a plough of land; and 16 {maller
tenants, each having a piece of ground, one horfe, and fome
cows. There are 106 inhabited houfes, which gives 4 per-
{ons at an average to each. Large farms, and laying down a
great deal of corn lands in grafs ; the manufactories in the
neighbourhood, fuch as cotton mills, iron works, &ec. and
the extenfive buildings carrying on at Edinburgh and
Glafgow, are great drains for fervants here, and peculiar
caufes of depopulation. The confequence of this is, that
{ervants are become exceedingly fcarce, and their wages very
high. To remedy this, it will be neceflary for gentlemen
and tenants to encourage their fervants to marry, by giving
them a comfortable houfe, a cow’s grafs, &ec.

Produtions,
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Produ&tions, &'c.—There are few trees in the parifh,
though afh, plain tree, and various kinds of fir, would thrive
very well. The parifh lies high, and is expofed to fevere
blafts of wind; one of the firft improvements, therefore,
which the proprietors ought to fet about, is to inclofe their
grounds with ftripes and clumps of planting. A little in this
way has been done in the neighbourhood, and with great
fuccefs. What has been done in this parith has been done
with no judgment; and no pains have been beftowed upon
the plants in their infancy. The great fecrets of planting
are, to fence well, to plant thick at firft, and to weed or thin
them judicioufly, as the plants grow up. “To plant a hill,
one fhould plant the bafe of it firft, and advance upon the
hill, as the timber on the lower parts becomes a proper fhel-
ter for the higher,

~In the parith there are about 320 black cattle ; 960 fheep,
of the black faced kind ; and go horfes. It contains about
3000 Scotch acres of land 5 about 2000 are arable, and of
thefe 450 are employed annually in raifing oats, go in barley,
15 in potatoes, and 10 in flax. The other 1475 acres of
arable, together with about 1000 of heath and marfhy
ground, are employed in pafture. The average rent of the
beft arable land is about 25s.; and of the inferior, about
half a crown per acre. The valued rent of the parith is
1233 1. Scots 3 and the real rent at prefent about 7oe L. Sterl.
The Scotch plough is almoft the only one in ufe. The far-
mers are only beginning to fow turnip and artificial graffes.
The parifh annually exports articles of provifion, fuch as but-
ter, cheefe, fowls, meal, bear, black cattle, and fheep.

Church, Stipend, (&'c.—Mr Lockhart of Lee and Carnwath
is patron of the parith. The ftipend is 2 chalders of oat-
’gneal, 1 chalder of barley, and 331, 6,5 d. Sterling money,

includ-
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including communion elements, The glebe is one of the
worit in the country ; and it ought to be obferved, that mi-
nifters glebes, in general, are of lefs advantage to them than
many people are apt to imagine, as they oblige them to keep
more fervants than the produce of them can maintain. To
remedy this, as much land contiguous to the glebe, as, toge-
ther with the glebe, would be {fufficient work for a man and |
two horfes, fhould always be allotted to the minifter at a mo-
derate rent.

Number of Poor, Parochial Funds, {&'c.—The money paid
to the poor for 40 years paft, amounts, on an average, to 181
Sterling per annum, as appears by written records. The an.
nual amount of the funds deftined for the relief of the poor,
arifing from the intereft of 2000 merks mortified for their
ufe many years ago, from money received for the ufe of
mortcloths at burials, frem the weekly colleGtions that are
made in the church, &c. is about 1ol. Sterling. The defi-
ciency has always been made up by an aflefiment on the heri-
tors and tenants. At prefent, there is but one poor perfon
upon the roll.  But, upon looking over the poor’s roll for
40 years back, one often meets with 13 or 14 perfons upon
it. The relief afforded to the poor is always in their own
cottages. Convinced that begging from door to door is an
inlet to numberlefs evils, many people are endeavouring to
fupprefs it as much as poffible. It may be remarked, that in.
thofe parifhes where an affelliment is laid upon the heritors
and their tenants to fupply the deficiency of the parith funds,
the poor are much lefs fcrupulous in applying for parith {fup-
port, than in thofe parithes where they are fupplied by the
feffion folely from the parith funds. Where this laft is the
cafe, the poor are lefs importunate, and more backward to
apply for parifh fupport, and more thankful when they re-

ceive
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ceive it.  The cheapeft way, therefore, and the beft way for
the morals of the people, to fupply the poor, where it can be
done, is to do it by the kirk-feflion. The elders know the
circumftances of every individual in the parith, prevent impo-
fition, and often difcover modeft merit in want, This confi-
deration fhould engage every perfon to be as liberat as his
circumftances will admit in contributing towards the parith
funds. Se&aries of every denomination receive {upply when
they need it from the parith funds; but, though they give
fome occafional fupply to indigent perfons, it is but a [mall
proportion of the weekly colietions that are made in their
churches which is employed for the maintenance of the poor.
This has a great tendency to diminifh parith funds, and to
bring on poor’s rates upon parifhes. To preveat fo great an
evil as the poor’s rates, or an afleflinent for poor’s money,
the non-refiding heritors alfo fhould look upon themfelves as
in juftice bound to make an annual donation to the poor's
funds of thofe parifhes where they have any property.

Wages, Price of Provifions, &'c.—The wages of a man-fer-
vant, when maintained in the family, 40 years ago, were
about 31. Sterling, now from ;i to 7L ; of a woman-fes-
vant, 21. now 3L per annum ; of a day-labourer who recei-
ved no victuals, 8d. per day, now 1s. The wages which
the common labourer receives, togeiher with his wife’s in-
dultry, enable him not ounly to bring up a family, but alfo to
give them education. They are all taught to read and write,
and many of them to keep accounts. Few of them, how.
ever, are able to provide for ficknefs or old age. Before
marriage, they generally expend the moft part of their wages
in purchaling fine clothes. This leaves them but lictle to
furnifh their houfe, and begin the world,

Vor. VIL Q_ Apriguitivs,
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Antiguities, &'c.—There are on a high rifing ground in
the fouth part of the parifh, traces of what the common
people call a Roman camp. It confifts of the remains of two
concentric circular earthen dykes, or mounds. The inner-
moft is about 67 yards in diameter. Between the innermoft
and the outermoft is a fpace of about 15 feet. There were
through the whole of this and the neighbouring parithes a
great number of vaults with ftrong doors. Some of them, if
not the whole, had an appartment immediately above them
with a turnpike-flair leading to it. A few of them Rill re-
main. Vulgar report fays, that the ufe of them was to keep
their cattle from the Annandale thieves or freebooters. May
not this fuggeft the origin of many of thofe circular dykes,
the remains of which are called by the common people Ro-
man camps ? Freebooting in former times, under certain
circumftances, was by no means a difgraceful employment.
This rendered every precaution to preferve their property,
efpecially their cattle, highly neceflary.

Charaéier of the People.— The people, in general, are aftive
and induftrious, efpecially in feed-time and harveft. They
know, that, if thefe works were not carried on with uncom-
mon activity, they would lofe the feafon of them, fo variable’
and uncertain is the weather héreabout; and in thofe times
of urgent neceflity, but efpecially in harveft, they are peculi-
arly attentive to that apoftolic direction, ¢ Look not every
man on his own things, but every man alfo on the things of
others,” in its beft fenfe. For, no fooner is any one’s har.
veft finifhed, than his fhearers are immediately difperfed
among all thofe in his neighbourhood who have any corn to
cut down. They are fober and oeconomical.

Advantages and Difadvantages—The greateft part of the
common
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tomihorn people enjoy the comforts of fociety in a moderate
degree; but they have no peculiar advantages. One great dif=
advantage to which this pariﬂm,’ in common with the whole of
this high country, is expofed, is; that the corns on their lower
grounds, efpecialiy in the neighbourhood of rivers, mofies,
and marfhes, are very liable to be deftroyed by fiofs in the
night-time about the end of Auguft, and beginning of Seps
tember. One of thofe beautiful, calm, ferene evenings,
which draws numbers of the people in towns into the ftreets
and the fields, fills the farmer here with anxiety, and deprives
him of his ﬂeep. He knows it is highiy probab‘.e, that, when
he rifes in the morning, he may fee the hope of his harveft
gone. The froft in September laft deftroyed many hundred
bolls of corn in this country. Seldom does one year pafs
without lofs in this way, lefs or more. But the years 1782
and 1784 were peculiarly diftrefling to this part of the coun-
try. Their corns were {o effectually deftroyed by the froft,
that, out of 40 bolls fowing, fome of the farmers had not 20
bolls of meal; nor durft they venture to fow a peck of them
the following feafon. They were therefore obliged to pur-
chafe, at a great diflance, the whole of their feed-corn. The
little meal which the frofted corn of thofe years produced was
as black as earth ; and the porridge made of fome of it, after
ftanding a fhort time, ran partly to water. Their potatoes
alfo, which are now become a confiderable part of the people’s
food, were entirely deftroyed. No remarkable ficknefs, how-
“éver, followed, So great were the ftraits and hardthips to
which the people were reduced by thofe calamitous years,
that they contra&ed a dull and melancholy look, which con-
tinued for feveral years after. Till the winter 1788, even
the curling-ftone lay neglefted. In thofe years, many more
than ufual received fupply from the parith funds ; and the
late Count Lockhart of Lee and Carnwath, in the year 1782,

remitted to the moft of his tenants one third of their rent.
N U M-
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NUMBER IX

PARISH OF GLENSHEIL.

( County of Rofs.—Prefbytery of Lochcarron.—~Synod of
Glenelg.)

By the Reverend Mr Joun Macrae.

Origin of the Name, Situation, and Extent.

LENSHEIL, which is only a diftrit of the parifth of
G that name, is fituated between the forefts of Seaforth,
the proprietor, and Glengarry, and fhould, it is faid, be called
Glan-thelig, or valley of hunting.

The higher part of the parith confifts of two parrow glens
or valleys, extending between two or three computed 1niles
from the head of the well known arm of the fea called Loch-
Duich, and at the medium diftance of one computed mile
and a half from each other; but the grazings occupied by
the inhabitants of thefe glens extend to the diftance of eight
computed miles more in the fame direction of fouth-eaft, by
between three and four computed miles broad.

The lower part of the parith, called Letterfern, runs in the
diretion of north-weft along Loch-Duich, on the fouth, the
ditance of fix computed miles, and rifes from the fea, by a
pretty rapid afcent, to the medium diftance of one computed
wmiic and a half; fo that the parith is fixteen miles long, by
_between one and a half and four broad-

' Face
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Fiace of the Country.—~The two valleys in the height of the
parifh are furrounded on each fide by mountains which rife
almoft by a perpendicular afcent to a prodigious height. The
farther they retire from the fea, their clevation feems to de-
creéf‘e, or rather appears lefs firiking. In many places, thefe
mountains are rocky, and covered with heath and bent to the
very fummits ; but the interjacent valleys are not unpleafant,
being covered with fine and coarfe grafs, and fome wood ;
but the proportion of arable ground is very inconfiderable.
The lower part of the parifh is all covered with green, and
intermixed with heath and bent. Here the proportion of
arable ground is fomewhat greater.

Number of Farms, Management, and mode of Cultivation.—
In the parith are 17 farms, each of which, with the excep-
tion of two, is occupied by a number of tenants; fo that each
farm forms a village. The tenants graze their cattle promif-
cuoufly, each reftriting himfelf to a number of heads, pro-
portioned to his rent ; and the arable ground they occupy in
like manner.

It does not always happen that the farm is equally divided
among the occupiers; and, when one man’s divifion is not
large enough to enable him to keep as many horfes (which is
always four, and they never ufe oxen) as are {ufficient to draw
the plough, two or more of them join. )

In fome places, particularly along the coaft, the arable
ground is fo fteep, and frequently fo fmall in extent, that ei-
ther the horfes cannot ftand firm, or have not room enough
to turn upon it with the draught; in which cafe, the ground
is turned by a machine, called the crooked fpade, in a man’s
hand.

The old Scotch plough, and no other, is ufed. The horfes
go all a-breaft; thatis, the four horfes are tied by the hal-

ters
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ters to one ftick at equal diftances, which ftick the driver
holds forcibly in both hands, while he himfelf walks general«
ly backwards, direétly before the horfes.

Where the ground is fteep, the mode of plowing is ex<
tremely tedious, being performed by what is called the fide~
Jurrow ; that is, where the horfes cannot carry the draught
dire@ly againft the afcent, they go along-fide the brae in an
oblique direction, plowing down the ground all towards one
fide ; and, in returning back, the plough cuts no ground,
but is carried empty.

Soil, Climate, and Difeafes.~The foil is various. That in
the height of the parifh is thin, ftony, and barren. Along
the coaft, though the foil is thin and light, it is not quite {o
unfertile ; it is in general gravellith, or confifts of a black
light earth,

All the weft coaft, but particularly Kintail, is {fubject almofk
to inceflant rains and ftorms throughout the year. The only
dry weather to be looked for is from the middle or latter end
of May to the middle of September, when the rains general~
ly fet in. The fnow is feldom of long duration on the fea-
coaft, and here the froft is not felt fo keen as in inland couns
tries.

The difeafes moft prevalent among the inhabitants of this
place are rheumatifims, {ciatics, and ruptures. They are daily
expofed to damps and rains, which are beliecved to be the
caufe of the two former; and the latter is attributed to the
heavy weights which the men are in ufe of raifing on their
breafts when they back-load their horfes; for, owing to the
roughnefs of the country, and there being no roads, no
waggon or cart can be ufed for any diftance.

There are many inftances of longevity. There are now
livihg in the parifh three men and a woman who exceed 80,

and
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and, within the laft ten years, three men died, two of whom
were above go, and one above §o. All the inhabitants, rich
and poor, inoculate for the {mall-pox ; fo that the ravages
formerly made by that dreadful plague are not now much,
felt.

Loch-Duich and Shores.—Herrings pay annual vifits to Loch-
Duich. They generally make their appearance about the
middle of Auguft, and fometimes fooner. Their ftay is often
thort, particularly of late years; but, during fome f{eafons,
they appear in fuch immenfe fhoals, and continue fo long,
that, in the courfe of a few weeks, many veflels fith full
cargoes. It is obferved, that, for the laft fix years, the her-
rings of this and the neighbouring lochs are much diminith-
ed in fize, in fo much that the nets with which they were
taken before that period, are now found to be by far too wide
for the purpofe,

In Loch-Duich are alfo found haddocks, cod, ling, tkate,
cuddie, flounder, &c. with almolt all the variety of fith (but
not in fuch quantities) that appear any where on the weft
coaft.

The fhell-fith on the fhores of Loch-Duich are mufcles,
wilks, cockle, limpets, {pout fith, clam fhells, &c. &ec.

Of the fea-weed growing on its fhores, the proprictor al-
lows the {everal contiguous farms what is amply fufficient for
the purpofe of manuring the land. The overplus, which is
manufa&tured into kelp for his own ufe, does not, on an ave-
rage, exceed ten tons yearly.

Secd-time, Harveft, and Produce.~The only grain raifed in
the parith are {mall oats and bear, and potatoes the only
roots. The oats are begun to be fown about the middle of
March, barley and potatoes about the 2oth of April; and

the



18 Statiftical Account

the fowing is feldom over before the end of May; and, in
fome feafons, the harveft is not in before the end of October.

This country is but little adapted for the purpofes of agri-
culture ; there are fome farms which will not raife as much
corn as will be fufficient for the confumption of the occupi-
ers for one fourth of the year. The height of the parith is
believed to be much calculated for rearing theep ; and, in
the year 1786, triple rent was offered for that diftrict by
fheep-farmers, (it being then out of leafe), which the pro-
prietor abfolutely refufed, declaring, that he would never
pnﬁr Jheep to men, ot the fame time that he fet the lands to
the old inhabitants (who are not over fond of {heep) on their
paying a pretty moderate augmentation.

The ftaple production of the parifh is black cattle, Thefe
are not large, buy,hardy, and uncommonly elegant in thape.
The price of a full grown cow is fron: 2 1sto 51. They are
generally bought at Whit{unday and Michaelmas, by perfons:
from Ayr and Perth fhires, who fell them to the Englith
drovers. The horfes are, like the black cattle, of fmall fize,
but ftrong and well formed, and generally {ell at between 4 1.
and 6 1.

411 the fheep are of the fmall kind. Their fefh is {weet
and delicate, and their wool middling fine. A fheep and
lamb, with year old fleece, will fetch in May from between
5s.to Gs.

Goats are reared in the height of the parith. Their fleth
and milk are believed to be of a medicinal quality, and to
contribute not 2 little to prevent and remove wnany com-
plaints, particularly thofe of a confumptive kind, The price
of a goat is from 5. to 7s.

Chaya&er.—The inhabitants of this and of the neighbour.

ing parith of Kintail confift principally of two tribes or fub-
ordinate
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ordinate clans, the Macraes (or Mackraws) and Maclennans,
of which the Macraes are by far the moft numerous. Thefe,
except the name only, are united by every tie of conneltion;
yet it is not unufual to fee them under the influence of thofe
paffions which mutual jealoufy and clanifh animofity infpire.
It is feldom, however, they fail to unite againft any third
party, whom they believe or imaginc to have a defign of in-
vading the rights of either.

The Macraes and Maclennans have been fong diftinguifhed
for a deep-rooted attachment to the family of Seaforth, who
have becn for many centuries proprietors of this country:
One inftance of this attachment may ferve as a fpecimen.

Owing to the fide which William Earl of Seaforth efpoufed
during the troubles of 1715 and 1719, memorable in this
place for the battles of Sherriffmuir and Glentheil, his lands
of Kintail (a name then common to this and the parith of
that name) had forfeited to the Crown; yet, during all the
years of the forfeiture, it bafled all the endeavours and policy
of Government to penetrate into the country, or'to colleck
any rents in Kintail ; and all the attempts made to effect that
purpofe by his Majefty’s troops were defeated with difgrac .
and not without proving fatal to fome of thofe who were rain
enough to undertake the enterprife. Seaforth’s tenants were,
on that occafion, affifted by the advice, acd animated by the
example of Donald Murchifon, whofe name, had his talents
been employed on a more confpicuous theatre, the page of
hiftory would not blufh to tranfmit with honour to poftes
rity. He regularly colle¢ted the rents, and found means
either of remitting them to Seaforth, who then lived in
France, or of fnatching an opportunity of conveying them
fafe to his Lord in perfon.

'The inhabitants of this parifh are a fregal people, plain,
open, and fincere 3 and, if {urpafled in the virtue of indufiry

Vor. VII, R by
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by their fouthern neighbours, the difference is not owing to
any natural incapacity in them, but becaufe the objects which
excite to induftry have not been yet introduced among them;
and, in point of ikill in the management of black cattle, their
neighbours allow them to have the pre-eminence. For 40

years paft, no perfon of this parifh has been banithed, or fuf-
fered capital punifhment,.

Advantages and Difadvantages.—The great advantage which
the inhabitants of this parifh enjoy in common with their
neighbours on the weft coaft, is the near accefs they have to
fith, particularly herrings. Of thefe they generally lay up
their annual ftore in the months of September and O&ober,
which, with potatoes, become the favourite, and almoft only
food of the lower clafs of people for three-fourths of the year.

One of the chief difadvantages is the fcarcity of fuel
There are, indeed, inexhauftible funds of mofs, but fo diftant,
either on the [ummits, or behind the mountains, and fo in-
accellible, by reafon of the fteepnefs or ruggedneis of the
mountains, that the mof(t induftrious have a difficulty in being
comfortably fupplied during the drieft feafons. The coal
laws, as they prefently ftand, are the {ubject of univerfal com-
plaint on the weft coaft of Scotland; but in no place is their
operation more bitterly felt than in Kintail.

No country is more neglected in refpeét of roads. The
ftatute labonr, which for a few years was but imperfectly car-
ried on, has been for fome years paft entirely difcontinued,
though in no part of Scotland more abfolutely neceﬁ’ary.
The military road from Fort Auguftus to Fort Bernera runs
through the height of the parith the diftance of 12 compured
miles ; but this road has alfo been negletted fince 1776, Be-
fore that period, it was kept in annual repair by a party of

' foldiers,
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foldiers, The bridges on this road in like manner have been
neglected.

The fwarm of fturdy beggars with which this country is
infefted is confidered as no fmall difadvantage. They confilt
chiefly of ftout able women, who, rather than engage in fer-
vice, are content to go about from houle to houfe; but there
is every reafon to believe, the introdution of manufactures
would effe¢tually religve the public of this burden.

The number of real poor on th: parith roll is 21.  There
is no other fund for their fupport but the weekly collettions,
which, one year with another, may amount to between gl
and 61. Such of them as are not able to travel about for

alms, employ fome near conneltion in that way.

Church, &'c.—The living, including the glebe, is about
60l, The King is patron. ‘The grofs rent of the parith
does not exceed 6ool. There is a parochial {chool, with
200 merks Scots falary, The mafter, befides quarter pay-
ments from his {cholars, receives 1s. for each marriage, and
a confideration from the feflion funds for precenting.

There are only two houfes in the parith where whitky is
retailed. One of thefe is a ftage-houfe on the road from Fort
Auguftus to Bernera, called Sheil Inn.  Intemperance is not
a prevalent vice in this place.  The only feafon of the year
in which excefs in drinking, as if by general confent, ig
reckoned allowable, is Martinmas, when the fadtor difcharges
them for their rents, Then the proprictor’s health is re-
peatedly drunk in copious bumpers.

Population.—The number of people in 1755 was 509.—
There is good reafon to believe that the population of the
parifh has increafed during the laft 18 years. In 1769 and
1772, a number of fubflantial farmers emigrated to North

Carolina
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Carolina with their families and many of their conneltions,
which not only at the time, but for fome years after, very
{enfibly diminifhed the number of inhabitants; and, by a
particular enumeration made in the year 1781, the number
of fouls were 152 lefs than they are at prefent, being now
721. The number of births is yearly from 17 to 22 of
marriages, from 3 to 6; and of burials, from 8 to 12.

Battles.—In a narrow pafs in the height of the parifh was
fought in 1719 the battle of Glenfheil, between fome Englith
troops and 3oo (fome fay 400) Spaniards. Thefe were joined
by fome Highlanders who favoured the caufe of the Pretender,
and who were headed by the Earl of Seaforth. The Earl was
carried off by his tenants from the ficld, dangeroufly wound-
ed; and, foon after, his followers gave way, leaving the
Engliﬂx mafters of the field of battle. Their victory, how-
ever, coft them pretty dear, having loft their commander.
The Spaniards, who were fufpected by the Highlanders of
not being hearty in the caufe, furrendered prifoners at dif-
cretion.

N U M-
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NUMBER X
PARISH OF STOW.

(County of Mid.-Lothian.—Prefbytery of Lauder.—
Synod of Lothian and Tweedale.)

By the Reverend Mr ROBERT Dawson,

Situation and Extent.

HE parith of Stow, in the fouth diftri¢t of Mid-Lothi-
an, takes in part of the N.N. W. of Selkirkfhire.
Its extent from Nettleflat, the moft northerly farm-houfe,
(where Galawater takes its rife), to Corflie, the county boun-
dary, and from thence to Caddonlie, on the banks of Tweed,
is 15 miles. Its medium breadth § miles, making 75 fquare
miles, or 37,500 acres.
Suppofed prefently in crop, 3720 acres.
Of thefe laft fuppofed in turnip, 150 acres.
Valued rent, Scots - - - L. 13196 o o
Computed real rent, Sterling - - 4100 o o©
Three-fourths of the property has been changed within 45
years. The prefent proprietors, from circumftances to be
after mentioned, draw at lealt § per cent. for their purchafe-

money.

Church, t5°c.—Stow is a menfal kirk of the Archbithop of
St Andrews. The ftipend was gool. Scots, with twe chal-
ders victual, before anno 1693, when it was augmented by

350l



134 Statiftical Account

3501 6s. 2d. Anno 1780, again raifed to 8401. Scots ; two
chalders meal, one ditto bear, valued at 8ol. per chalder.
Glebe about five acres. The minifter had pafturage in Stow
common, (I fuppole by ufe and wont). The common was
divided anno 1756, and 19 acres were allotted te the mini-
fter.—A new manfe was built anno 1782. The kirk two
years before that was repaired, plaftered on the roof and walls,
and every way rendered decent and commodious.

Population—From a lift taken anno 1716 and 1717, of
thofe above 8 years old, 1035 ; another anno 1779, 1400
and vpwards, This increafe can only be attributed to the
jmprovement of agriculture, no manufaétures being yet efta-
blifhed. The people, in general, are healthy and robuff,
fubject to few difeafes. The greateft part of thefe arife from
want of cleanlinefs and foul feeding, fuch as difeafed theep,
and fith that come up at fpawning time. Epidemical difcafes
have feldom proved fatal ; but, of late years, there have been
more confumptions and nervous _comt)laints than formerly.
This is perhaps to be attributed to the immoderate ufe of
{pirituous liquors, and the introduction of tea of the worit
quality, drunk too hot, which may produce the moft fatal

effeéts on the nervous fyftem.

Gala-water was formerly famed for great plenty of excel-
lent trouts. Thefe in number are grcatly decreafed fince the

introdultion of lime as a manure.

Fuce of the Country, &&c.—The country is hilly. Towards
the water fides it is moflly covered with a fhort green fward 3
towards the higher grounds, heath, bent, and ling, generally
prevail, which laft proves a good feed for fheep in {pring.
On the fides of the many burns that fall into Gala and

' Tweed,
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Tweed, there grows the richeft and moft delicate grafs, in-
terfperfed with a variety of plants and flowers.

This country is well adapted for pafture of fheep and
goats. Thefe.laft are now entirely given up, in confequence
of the increafed growth of corn. Upon a general furvey,
it would appear that the tops of the hills near the water
fides were the only fpots cultivated by the plough, while the
lower ground was covered with trees, chiefly alder and birch.
When they began to clear the ground, no medium was ob=
ferved ; not a tree left for building, or country ufe, all of
which muft be brought from a diftance. Of late, fome of the
proprietors have begun to plant; and it is to be hoped, in a
few years the country will affume a different appearance.

Improvements —Anno 1754, the turnpike roads from Edin-
burgh to Selkirk were made, This produced a total change
in the {yftem of farming. No lime bad been brought to this
country but for building, and on horfe-back. The expence
of this mode of carriage prevented the ufe of lime as a ma-
nure., A éarriage-road being now opened to Middleton lime-
kilns, the farmers, who before had only ufed fl.dges and
tumbler carts to lead in their corn and earth-elding, (the
winning and leading of which was the whole fummer work of
their fervants and hories), to improve this advantage, now were
induced to increafe the number of their horfes, and change
the conftrution of their carts, to lead coals inftead of peats,
and lime for their land. The old lees, and hitherto unculti-
vated heath-land, were now broken up, and produced great
crops, as is always the cafe with new land. But, as lime
was a new and more expenfive manure, the farmers in gene-
ral refolved to make the moft of it by repeated crops, not
confidering the fatal confequences of fcourging the limed foil,
or the advantage of laying down their land in good condition

for
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for grafs. Would the farmers confult their own intereft,
and, after lime, fow their lands with grafs the fecond or third
crop, the hay and pafture would more than compenfate
them, befides leaving the land in good heart for afrer crops;
but men feldom forego a prefent profit for future gain.

Sheep.—Nature feems chiefly to have defigned this part of
the country for fheep pafture. The fheep in the higher
parts of the parifh feem originally to have been of the black-
faced kind, fhort legged ; and, from the nature of the foil,
which is dry and light, they are hardy, and known by the gra-
ziers to be healthy and good feeders. The wool 1s coarfe, and
was formerly {o1d to the Galafhiels clothiers for the purpofe of
making gray cloth of that name, at from 2s. 6d. to 4s. per
flone. The fheep in the lower grounds are a crofs breed
between the black and the white faced, by which means, to-
gether with a finer pafture in the low lands, the quality of
wool is finer, and the price from 7s. to 105s. per ftone; and,
from the late advance in that article, 11s. and 12s. This,
perhaps, may alfo be owing, in a great meafure, to the quan-
tity of artificial grafs fown. Itis a certain fact, that where
moft of this is, the fheep are not only improved in quantity
and quality of wool, but in the value of carcafe.—One thing
further is greatly in favour of any improvement by fown
grafs. The farmer will not be obliged, as often formerly, to
drive his theep to lower ground, at a diftance from home,
for food, in a hard winter, having plenty of fown-grafs hay,
to fupply the fheep when they can get no food from the
ground. The increafe of turnips will alfo be of great advan-
tage in this refpect.

Number of Sheep.—Though ftoremafters do not, in gene-
ral, wifh to fay how many they hold, according to the beft
information,
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information, which I bclieve is not above the truth, there
are in the parith 1062 fcores, or 21,240 fheep.

Inclofures.—Of late years many inclofures have been made,
and all who either poffefs land in property, or hold it in
tack, are fenfible of the advantage arifing from them 3 but the
farmers think 7% per cent. too high a premium for dry ftone-
dykes, which they muft keep in repair.—The culture of
turnips has of late years rapidly increafed, in fo much that
there is hardly one who poflefles 3 or 4 acres who does not
apply fome of it in that way: Young cattle are reared with
the fhaws; and the increafed quantity of dung is by fome
thought adequate to the price of labour, and the land put in
high order for barley and grafs.

Number of cattle yearly fed en turnip, 9o, at

10l. per head - - - L.goo o o
Sheep on ditto this year 6 fcore, at 161. per

{core - - - - - 96 o o
Servants wages per annum in the 1750. Now.
Men - - L3 4 o - L.6 10 o
Women - - 2 o o - 3 10 O
Day-labourers with meat,—winter, 4 d.—{ummer, 6d. per

day.
Now, winter, 6d.—fummer, 8d.—in harvelt higher.
Taylors with meat, 4d. - . Now, 6d.
Mafons without meat, 15. 2d. - . Now, 1s.6d.
Wrights, ditto - IS - - Now, 1s. 4d,

Fleods.—30th July 1735, the former part of the feafon
being exceedingly warm and dry, there was a great ftorm of
thunder, with hail and rain. At Wedderlaw, a hill in Overs
thiels ground, three miles up Lugate-water, the fhepherd fit-
ting at a fmall diftance, obferved the face of the hill begin to

Ve, VIL S move,
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move, the whole flock of fheep being gathered on that fpst
in confequence of the thunder ; he immediately fent his dog
to drive them off. By this means the greateft part were
faved, though fome went with the break, which was carried
down to Gala, and a great quantity of the mofs as far as
Galailiels, which is reported to have ferved the poor people

in that village for peats the following winter,

Posr.—The firft aflefment was in October 1764, of 141,
per annum, allotted according to the valued rent, paid in equal
proportions by the heritors and tenants. Thefe laft have
been invited to attend the meetings forth at bufinefs. The
kirk-feflion fupplies 51 from the mort-cloth money, &ec.
From anno 1782-83, by reafon of the great dearth at that
time, it was raifed to 3ol. for the half year., After this,
it was again reduced to 24 1. per half year, at which it ftill
continues. The number of poor on the roll is between 25
and 30, befides occational allowances.

Manufaitures.—Anno 1778, Robert Boyd clothier came
to Stow. Before that time, nothing had been done in the
clothing way. The manufadture has increafed ; and this laft
year he has made and carried to market, on his own behoof,
cloth to the value of 180l. Sterling, befides country work,
As Stow is fituated in an wool country, having plenty of
water, near to coals, and the Edinburgh market, it is to be
hoped the trade will fucceed. Before this period, the only
manuafadture was what is called Stow ftruntain, made of the
coarfeft wool, and wrought by the women on a loom like a
bed-heck. Price of working one grofs, or 144 yards, per
day, with meat, 6 d.; without meat, gd. This is ufed for
garters and bindings, and fold at frem gs. to 11s. per grofs,

N U M-
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NUMBER XL

PARISH OF PORT OF MONTEITH.

(County of Perth.—Prefbytery of Dunblane.—Synod of
Perth and Stirling.)

By Mr W. STIRLING.

Sotl and Climate.

HE parifh of Port, in the northern part, is rocky and
mountainous, and moftly covered with heath, there
being only fome narrow fkirts and hollows capable of culti-
vation. The fouthern parts are more level, and confift of
mofs, meadow, dry-field, and carfe. The mofs is very ex-
tenfive, and affords plenty of fuel, which is, however, ob-
tained with confiderable trouble and expence. The 1o,
which is various, produces moderate crops of beans, peafe,
oats, barley, clover, and turnip. The two laft are much
more cultivated than formerly. Potatoes are raited in great
abundance, and are the chief fublifience ot the poorer {ort
of inhabitants for fix or eight months in the year.

The climate is reckoned wholefome. 'L'he people, in ge-
neral, are fober and induitrious. Many have been long-
lived 5 and, within thefe few years, one man died at the age
of 92, and a man and a woman aged ¢0.

Trades.—Moft of the adults are employed in agriculture,
excepting a few weavers, taylors, fhoecmakers, blackfmiths,
and
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and wrights, ftationed in different places for the accommo-
dation of the neighbourhood.

Waters.—There are, on the north-eaft corner of the parifh,
three mineral fprings clofe by each other, all of different
qualities ; one emetic, another cathartic; and the third is
ufed for wathing cutaneous eruptions on the body. But the
refpedtive nature of thefe waters has not as yet been properly
analyfed.—The Loch of Monteith is the moft remarkable
fheet of water, being nearly in the center of the parith, ad-
joining the kirk and manfe. It is adorned with two fmall
iflands and a peninfula. It is about five miles round. Loch
Vennochar, on the north, is the boundary betwixt this parifh
and Callander. There are fome other {maller lochs, one of
which forms a beautiful round bafon, about half a mile in
circumference, on the top of our higheft ridge of moun-
tains.—The Loch of Monteith abounds with perch, pike,
and eel, and affords fome large trout. The Forth, till of
late, afforded fome fport for falmon on the border of this
parifh. But now they feem to be in a good meafure banifhed
from this neighbourhood, by conveying down the river fuch
quantities of mofs, for the purpofe of acquiring the fine clay
foil which is below it. )

Population.—The inhabitants of the parifh, in 1755, a.
mounted to 1865. It is believed, that, for fome time, they
have been on the decreafe, owing partly to the junction of
farms, and chiefly to the emigration of cottagers and their
families to great towns, and to the cotton manufactures.

Farms and Valuation.—A confiderable proportion of the
parifh is now inclofed. The farms, in general, are not large.
The rents ar® Various, from fool. to 10l Sterling.—Theve

are
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are upwards of 20 heritors, befides a number of {fmall feuers.
The only principal heritors at prefent refiding are Mr Er-
fkine of Cardrofs, the patron of the parith, and Mr Graham -
of Gartmore.

The valued rent of the whole is 547711 Scots. The real
rent it would be difficult, with any degree of accuracy, to
inveftigate.

Poor.—The number of poor on the {feffion lifts is com-
monly 'from 33 to 4o0. They are fupported partly by the
weekly colletions at church 3 by the dues paid on the pro-
clamation of banns, and for the ufe of the mort-cloth; by
the annual produce of fome money laid out at intereft; and
partly by the private charities of their neighbours of different
ranks, who are in general well inclined, according to theit
ability, to affift and relieve the indigent and diftrefled.

Productions.—It is undoubted, that this parifh raifes more
grain than is confumed by the inhabitants, a great many bolls
of oat-meal being yearly exported to Glafgow, Dumbarton,
and to the Highlands. The greater part of the barley is
converted into whifky by the licenfed diftillers. Confider-
able quantities alfo of butter and cheefe are fent to market in
the great towns.

NU M-
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NUMBER XIL

PARISH OF GLASFORD.

(County of Lanark.—Pre[bytery of Hamilton.—Synod of
Glafgow and Ayr.)

By ihe Reverend Mr HuGH MiTCHELL.
— AR T T AP —

Extent and Soil.

HE parith of Glasford is near eight miles in length.
Its breadth is exceedingly unequal 5 though, at an ave-
rage, it may be two miles.—Its {oil, like its figure, is unequal.
In fome parts it is a light loam, in others a firong clay ; but,
in many parts, it is mofly and barren. The light loamy foil
is remarkably ftony. Experience, however, and obfervation,
have fthown, that to this kind of foil, ftones anfwer many
valuable purpofes. They thelter the youung ftalk from mil-
dew and ftorms; they prevent the crop from being burnt up
by fcorching heats; they intercept the evaporation of the
enriching juices; and, by thefe means, greatly aflift the pro-
grefs of vegetation.

An heritor, who occupies his own land, hoping to improve
the foil by carrying away the ftones, made the experiment
upon one of his inclofures. The land obftinarely refufed to
yield him its ufual crop. Difcovering his error, he reltored
what he had unjuftly taken away.

Not many parifhes are better fupplied with fuel. The eaft
and north-caft extremities lie contiguous to excellent collie.

ries ;
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ties ; and the welt is feparated from Kilbride by a mofs that
vields peit of good quality, and in great abundance.

The fpirit of improving land has not yet reached this pa-
rith. There is in it only one man who deferves the name of
a farmer. To improve land requires both induftry and fkill.
Few of the farmers here have 2 moderate portion of either,
2nd many are defeltive in both. Though the land on the
eafl of the parifh lies in the vicinity of lime and coal, and is
capable of vaft improvement, it is neverthele(s in much the
{ame {late in which it was 20 years ago. Potatoes, turnips,
and cabbages, for the ufe of cattle, may be raifed in great
perfection. Few, however, are planted but for culinary pur-
pofes. The fact is, that the greater part of the farmers are
proprietors, who occupy their own land. The value of their
property, taken feverally, may be from 30l. to 1201 a year.
Thcy read no bools on agriculture *; nor do they feek the
company of thofe who might infpire them with a tafte for
improvement. They feem 1o be contented with what they
have, rather than ambitious of meore. Though they are not
kind to the foil, their attachment to it is ftrong; and the
fpot where they firlt drew breath is held facred.

The eaftern part of the parifh is inclofed with hedge and
ditch. Thorn-hedges, however, on the marthy and light
joam foil, have been found not to fucceed here; nor can
they be kept up but at great expence. For the firft three
years they do well enough; but, if afterwards they are not
once a year cleared of mofs, within the courfe of ten years
they become completely incrufted with that noxious vege-
table. To take off the mofs without hurting the tree, re-
quires both {kill and patience; and therefore this expedient
is fcldom tried. Another, lefs laborious, has been attempted.

Some

#* This, in fome meafure, will be accounted for when the
prefent Qate of education in the parilh comes to be {poken of.
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Some farmers, expecting a new crop of {hoots, have cut down
the difeafed hedge till within a foot of the ground. The
remedy has been worfe than the difeafe ; the external air
being in great meafure, and the nourithing dews altogether
excluded by the thick coat of mofs; and the perfpiration
being greatly obftructed, the tree decays, and fickens, and
dies. Trees of every defcription in the parifh foon gather
mofs. Hence apple, pear, and other fruit-trees of the larger
kind do not thrive; and the fruit of fuch as arrive at matu.
rity is greatly inferior, both in richnefs and in flavour, to the
fruit on the Clyde.

The women in this parifh poflefs a fingular dexterity in
rearing calves; and the richeft veal in the Edinburgh mar-
ket, it is believed, comes from Glasford or Avendale.

Population.—In 1755, the numbers were 559. At the
beginning of this year, (1792) there were in the parith 788
fouls. Its population has greatly increafed within thefe 20
years. The increafe, however, is owing not to the farming, but
to the manufalturing part of the community. There are in
it three {mall, but thriving villages. One of them, which, in
the year 1771, confifted only of 14 houfes, and 63 inhabi-
tants, now contains 44 houfes, and 196 inhabitants. In this
village there are 36 looms; 12 employed in the cotton, and
the others in the linen manufatture. The flourithing ftate
of thefe manufattures has contributed to enhance the price
of labour of every kind. The day-labourer has raifed his
wages one penny a day. Taylors, within the courfe of laft
twelvemonth, have raifed their' wages from 8 d. to 1s. a day.
Mechanics have enhanced the price of their workmanthip in
proportion. ‘

Cl:z)r;/:, Scheoly and Posr.—~The prefent value of the bene.
fice
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fice is 30l 8s. 10d. in money, 74 bolls 14 pecks in oat-
meal, a manfe, and a glebe of near fix acres. The Earl of
Eglintoune is patron. The préfent rent of his Lordfhip’s
property in the parith is 292 1. out of which the clergyman
is paid 1L gs. 3d. in money, and 36 pecks in victual:
Another heritor, whofe rent is fcarcely 61. pays gs. in mo-
ney, and 20 pecks in victual. To them who underftand the
dotrine of teinds, this difproportion, vaft as it is, may not
feem extraordinary. It ferves, however, (a wag might fay),
to fhow how much Lords are obliged to the church, and
how little the church is obliged to them. There are 41 heri-
tors, 8 of whom do not refide in the parith. The whole
valued rent is 26541. 4s. 2d. Scotd. The real rent can=
not be lefs than 19001, Sterling:

The church was built in 1633. It never was elegant nor
convenient, Its prefent uncouth appearance fixes the atten
tion of every beholder ; and fcarce 4 ftranger pafles by with«
out making it a compliment, It is not in good repair. The
heritors, unlike the ancient Jews, love not to decorate the
temple ; though it would be doing them injuftice not to ob-
ferve, that they love to attend it.

Matters have been fo managed here, that the manfe is
like the church. Though repaired five years ago, the manfe
needs again to be repaired. It i$ damp in the extreme;
After a thaw or a fmart fhower of rain, the infide walls and
timber exhibit a fcene wonderfully firiking: The pearly
drops meet the eye from every point of view ; fo that, amid
the rigours of winter, its inhabitants enjoy fome of the plea-
fures of a May morning. The fituatiosi of the manfe ac-
courits for this. It lies in a fwamp, the inconvenience of
which the prefent clergyman has, in fome degree, remedied
by fivers, as thiey are liere called, and by other methods of

Vov. VIL T draining
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draining the water. The fite feems to have been chofen in
turbulent times; for, except a narrow neck of land that leads
to the church, and a little garden, now pretty well drained,
the manfe and offices are completely furrounded with a
morafs. It is thercfore not difficult to conceive, that, if ne-
ceffary, the manfe might, at fmall expence, be made a place
of confiderable firength.

The fchoolmafter’s falary is 100 merks. He has a teach-
ing-room and a dwelling-houfe, confifting of two {mall apart-
ments. The quarterly fees are; for Englith, 1s. 6d.; for
writing and arithmetic, 2s.3 and 2s. 6d. for Latin. The
fchool, as well as the church, is injudicioufly fituated, being
at the diftance of {even miles from the oppofite extremity of
the pari(h ; and, were it not for a populous and thriving vil-
lage in the neighbourhood, a fchoolmafter could not live.
The average number of fcholars may be g4o. With all the
application he can beftow, his living, including perquifites,
cannot be worth more than 201, a year. Within the courfe
of fix years, there have been five changes of fchoolmafters.
"T'his rapid 'fucceffion is juftly attributed to the fmallnefs of
the living. "The low value of money, and the high price of
every thing, render 20l. but a fcanty fubfiftence. A fchool-
mafter, even in a fmall landward parifh, hopes, at his admif-
fion, to live at leaft as comfortably as a plowman. He mif-
1akes it; and will be able much fooner to difcover than to
corre& his mittake. The plowman’s wages have been deubled
within thefe 4o years patt: The fchoolmafter’s condition, du-
ring that long period, has undergone no material change for
the better. The plowman ferves one mafter only: The
fchoolmafter has commonly as many diGtators as employers.
The former receives his wages from one hand, and thefe
wages are chearfully and punctually paid : The latter, with

' difficulty,
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difficulty, colle@s the hard earned fruits of his induftry from
the relutant hands of forty *. .

Provifion is made for the poor by half yearly aflefiments.
Their average number for 10 years preceding 1792, is 73
and the annual {um for their fupport, at an average, during
that period, is 241.

Charaéler.—The inhabitants of this parifh cannot be diftin-
guifhed from their neighbours either by their virtues or their
vices. They are, in general, fober, contented, and hofpitable.
The manufadturing clafs, poflefling thefe qualities, are alfo
induftrious, In the memory of no man living, has there
been any belonging to it who has fuffered capital punifh«
ment ; nor is it known here that there is one inftance on
record. ‘The parifh is not furnithed with the accommoda-
tions of an inn. There are, indeed, four houfes where ale
and Britith {pirits are fold ; but it is not probable that any of
the landlords fhall become rich in the trade.

In this parifh there are a few Burghers and Aatiburghers,
and fome of the Relief denomination. In former times,
both here and elfewhere, the Antiburghers, the firiGteft fc&t,
would not allow a church clergyman to pray in their fami-
lies. If at any time this indulgence was granted him, it was
upon condition that he thould go about the duty not as a

miniffer,

* Under thefe circamftances of mortification and difappoint-
ment, a country fchoolmafter foon feels difgulted at his fitua.
tion; and, inftead of beltowing the neceifary application to the
fchool where he is eftablifhed, his mind is occupicd in coutri-
ving the moft likely means of bettering his condition clfzwhere.
It were to be wifhed that a nation, liberal and enlightened in
other refpe&s, would concur in adopting fome eftectual plan to

“refcue a very ufeful body of men from unmerited neglet and
mifery. Let a decent competence be annexed to the office, and
from that moment fchoolmafters will difcharge their tult with
fidelity to the public, and credit to themielves.
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minifler, but as a private Chriflian. They are now beginning
to lay afide this nice diftinétion here. The prefent incum.
bent, in the courfe of his annual furvey, is invited even by
fome of the Antiburghers to perform‘ the ufual duties of
vifitation. A pleafing circumfiance this in the revolution of
religious fentiment !  Though they differ from the church,
and from one another, concerning {fome fmall points, which
appear to them of great importance, yet all denominations
within the parifh have learned to live together as brethren,

NU M.
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NUMBER XIL

PARISH OF KILBIRNY.

( County of Ayre—Prefbytery of Irvine~Synod of Glaf-
‘ gow and Ayr.)

By Mr James ApaM, Ajfiflant,

Soil and Climate.

THE parith of Kilbirny is, in foil and appearance, very
2 various. More than one third of it on the north-weit
is muir, mofs, and hill, fit only for fheep and black cattle,
with plenty of hares and muir-fowl. Another third of it
lies gently declining to the fouthward, with foils of fand, clay,
and earth, and not unfruitful either in grafs or corn, and
capable of great improvement. The remaining part of it lies
low along the river Garnock, and is compofed of fome of the
fineft deep moulds of earth and clay in Scotland, the moft
part of it yielding generally 8 or 10 bolls of oats per acre;
but is thought rather wet and level for wheat,—The climate is
very healthful ; the air neither too moift nor too dry.  We have
no peculiar difeafes, nor any epidemical, excepting the {inall-
pox, which once every five or fix years carries off a number
of our young ones. Inoculation, though a great mean of
preferving both life and beauty, is not by far fo much at-
tended to and pradtifed here as it ought to be; but I hope
that the people will foon be more and more convinced of its
falutary effeCts, The moft common difeafes are colds, rheu-
' matifms,
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matifms, inflammatory and nervous fevers; with a few con«
fumptions, and very feldom the putrid fever and fore throat.

Waters.—There is a fine loch, about two miles in length,
and near half 2 mile in breadth, well ftored with pike, perch,
trout, and eel. The late Earl of Crawfurd kept a pleafure.
boat on it ; and now there is a collier-boat ereéted on it,
much more ufeful, for conveying coals from this to the Beith
fide of the loch.

Garnock is the only river of any confequence, but not na-
vigable. It rifes from the foot of a very high hill in the
muir called the Mifty Law, and runs fhallow, clear, and
dimpling beautifully down the hills fouthward, and almoft
divides the parith into two halves, circulating the lower
grounds on the fouth-eaft fide; and then holding on its
courfe through Dalry and Kilwinning, enlarging as it flows,
until near Irvine it pours a torrent into the fea.

There are no bleachfields, nor printfields, nor cottun mills
as yet on this river, though it is finely fituated for them all ;
and, as there is plenty of fire and provifions in this place, and
the manufadturing bufinefs going on brikkly in this weft
count.ry, it is not to be doubted but that there will foon be
fome of thefe public works in this parith.

Manfion.—~The manfion-houfe of Kilbirny, an old caftle,
was built by the Crawfurd family near 300 years ago, and a
new houfe, with large office-houfes adjoined, about 100
years ago, and long inhabited by the Crawfurd family, and
Vifcounts of Garnock; and again, about 36 years ago, re-
paired and beautified by the late Earl of Crawfurd; but foon
thereafter was unfortunately burnt; fo that now it ftands
quite unroofed and ruinous. It was pleafantly fituated, com-
manding a noble profpet, with fine gardens, large parks,

and
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and policies, all of which are going to ruin. The place, the
parks, and more than 1000 acres of good land, are fet to one
farmer. This arrangement feems here, as in other parts, to
be a lofs to the proprietor, as well as to the community at
large. It turns out many induftrious families, thins the
country, prevents marriages and population, and makes the
Iand no better than it was an hundred years ago. Hence, at
the end of every leafe, the proprieror only gets an advanced
rent in proportion to the rife and value of other commodities
and neceflaries of life ; whereas, if {mall farms of 60 or 8o
acres were only given to one perfon, every inch of ground
would be improven, many fubdivifions would be made, in-
duftry would be more encouraged, and marriage, population,
and improvement, would go rapidly on; and then the pro-
prietor would, at the end of every leafe, get an advanced
rent, both in proportion to the growing value of his lands,
well improven, and alfo in proportion to the rife and value
of other commodities, much heightened by the increafe of
demand and population.

Population.—The town or village of Kilbirny contains about
80 families, or 300 people. About 5o years ago, there were
only three houfes there; but the'late flourithing filk manu-
fatories have wonderfully increafed the population of all the
little towns in this weft country; and, if the cotton works
go on as they are now promifing to do, the number of
houfes and inhabitants in every village will ftill increafe. In
1755, the numbers were 65135 and now there are nearly
#oo. Though the town has greatly increafed, yet the coun-
try part of the parifh has rather decreafed, owing to the fore-
faid ruinous policy of {etting large farms to one perfon.
There are, below 10 years of age, nearly 180; and between
10 and 20 years of age, 140 ; between 20 and 5o, 215 ; be-

tween
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tween §o and 70, 140 ; and between 70 and 100, 2§. The
proportion between males and females is nearly, as ufual, 13
to 12. The births, one year with another, are 22; mar-
riages, 11 3 and burials, 14.

People.—The people are fober, quiet, altive, and induftri-
ous, and generally wealthy. There are few poor, and none
that go a-begging. The poor’s funds are good, and more
than fufficient for the parith poor. The prefent minifter,
Mr Malcolm Brown, was fettled here in the 1734, and is
now a man above go years of age, with judgment and me-
mory found and good, but fight and hearing greatly on the
decline. He can walk firaight and fteady, ride a mile once or
twice a week, marry and baptize all that offer, and preaches
once or twice a year. The ftipend is 8 chalders. He has
been married thefe 5o years; and his wife, near 8o, is ftill a
firong, active, lively, and fenfible woman. They are both
mauch efteemed and refpeéted by all that know them.

NU M-
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NUMBER XIV,

PARISH OF DRUMMELZIER.

( County of Tweedale.—Prefbytery of Pechles.—Synod of
Lothian and Tweedale.)

By the Reverend Mr WiLL1aum WELSH:

e

Namie, Soily and Climates

FFYHE antient and modern name of this parith is the
. fame, and is faid to fignify, in the Gaelic, ¢ Here is
a plain,” which accords very well with the fituation of the
village that is built on a rivulet called Pow Sail, at the head
of a haugh of about 300 acres of incloled land, divided into
fixteen parks, in grafs, rented about 205, per acre; 30 years
ago, uninclofed, they fet at 7s. per acre. The parith is 12
mniles long, and, at an average, about 3 broad. The face of
the country is beautifully varied with hill and rock, rivulets
and fmall plains, lying on the Tweed. The foil is light, but
fertile. The air is healthy. The moft frequent difeafes are,
flow fevers, confumptions, and theumatifms, There are no
fith but trout and falmon.

Population in ¥ 755, 3 . - - 308
— — in 1790, males, - - 123
females, - - 147

— 270

Vor. VIL 1) Sum
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Sum of births, from 1744 to 1790, - s 403
~—— of burials for that term, - - - 25§

Difference, - - 148
This, and moft of the neighbouring parifhes, are greatly dea
creafed in number. A third of the inhabitants live in the
village, the reft in farm and cot-houfes. We have ouly 6
farmers, 7 weavers, 4 taylors and apprentices, 2 mafons, 2
fmiths, and 6 day-labourers ; the reft are fhepherds, cow-
herds, and ploughmen. There are only one Seceder, and
one Epifcopalian. The people are induftrious, Only four
old perfons, and a dumb man, receive charity.

Produétions —There is little natural wood here, only at
Polmood, a fmall one which formerly has been pretty large;
but has been deftroyed by bad management, and particularly
by theep. The foil is very fit for trees of every kind, and
the late Sir James Naimyth planted a great deal of fruit
trees, as well as fir, which have thriven very well. There is
no wheat. The grain is barley, peale, and oats. The far-
mers alfo fow turnip, and plant a confiderable quantity of
potatoes, of which the people are fond, and think that a fta-
tue ought to be erected to the memory of Sir Walter Ra-
leigh, who firft brought them to Britain. Few grals feeds
are {fown on account of the theep, which are great enemies
to them.—Scrvants wages are high. A man, 6 1. per annum ;
a maid fervant, 21. for the fummer half year, and about
25 s. for the winter. 'I'he wages they receive enable families
generally to live in a very different manner indeed from the
poor in England, as they buy no articles of luxury.—¥’rovi-
fions are double the price they were g0 years ago, which
bears hard upon fchoolmafters, and others, whofe faiaries
have not been aagmented, A lamd cofts §s. or 6s.5 a

fheep,
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fheep, if fat, 11s. or 12355 afowl, 1s.3 butter, 10d. per
tib. ; cheefe, 6s. per flone. The ploughs ufed are of the

Scotch kind,—~Few Englith, except by gentlemen or im-
provers, the land being full of ftones.—The celebrated

Merlin is buried here; but no other perfon of great dif-
tintien,

NU M.
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NUMBER XV,
PARISH OF BROUGHTON.

(County of Tweedale.~Prefbytery of Biggar—Synod
of Lothian and Tweedale ).

By the Reverend Mr THOMAS GRAY.

Efiate of Broughton.

HE eftate of Broughton has been, for a great number of
years, in the pofleion of the Murrays of Stenhope,
who refided in the parith, and was fold by the late Sir John
Murray commonly called Secretary Murray (having alted in
that capacity to the Pretender), to James Dickfon of Edrum,
member of Parliament for this diftrict of burrows in the year
1762, and above eight years afterwards, it was fold by his
heirs to the prcfcht Lord Juftice Clerk, now proprietor of
the whole parith. The manfion.houfe on this eftate was
burnt about 18 years ago, and is not yet rebuilt. The village
of Broughton was rebuilt by the late James Dickfon, Efg;
after the Englith fathion, and remarked by paflengers for its
neatnefs.
The form of this parifh is two ridges of hills, with a val-
ley between them, and the village of Broughton at the lower
end of the valley, 4 miles in length and 3 in breadth.

Soil and Air.—The foil is generally of a deep wet clay, and

produces good crops in dry feafons.—The air is dry and
healthy,
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healthy, and no diftempers are prevalent here, but fuch as are
gvery where common.

Population.—The antient ftate of population in this parifh
was 400 fouls. In 1755, it was 367. The prefent ftate of
population is 264. There are 142 males, and 122 females.

In the village of Broughton there are 20 dwelling houfes,
which contain 36 people, and 61 children.

In the country part of the parifh 167 refide, which, with
the 97 that live in the village, make up 264 fouIs, the a-
mount of the prefent population,

The annual average of births, - - 7
of deaths, - - - 5

of marriages, - - 3

Souls under 10 years of age, - » - 73
from 10 to 20, - - - - 57
—— from 20 to 50, - . . 96
from go to 7o, - - - 31
—— from 70 to 100, - . - - 3

There are twelve farmers in the parith, and they employ
in hufbandry 28 male fervants, and 23 females.—There are
4 weavers in the parifh, 4 wrights, 1 taylor, 1 {mith, 1 mil-
ler, 2 fhoemakers, and 3 fhopkeepers.

The people in this parifh are well affedled to the prefent
eftablithment ; at the ordination of the incumbent, there was
not one feceder in the whole parifh ; there are now 8 who
were Seceders from the Church before they came into this

parifh.

Productions.~—There is no natural wood, nor fruit trees in
the parith 3 but feveral plantations of fir and hard timber, in
a thriving condition. There are 200 black cattle, and up«

wards of 2000 fheep, and 80 horfes, young and old.—There
are
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are 400 acres in tillage, 300 in corn, 6o in bear, 30 in peas;
and 10 in potatoes.—The parith fupplies itfelf with provis
fions, and exports corn, cattle, and wool, to a confiderable
extent.— | here is no hemp, and very little flax raifed in the
parith, being found, from experience, not to agree with the
foil and climate,—The foil anfwers fown grafs cxtremely
well, and there are about 30 acres, at an average, liid down
with graft fecds every year, which produce very plentiful
crops. All the other linds are in pafture.

They in general fow their corn and peafe in the month of
March, and reap in September; their bear in April, and
reap 1 Auguft,

Mifcedaneous Obfervations,—This parifh labours under a
great difadvaniage in regard to feuel, having none but coal,
and that at the diftance of 16 miles; lime is at the diftance
of 12 wiles.—Another difadvanrage this parith labours un-
der, is the want of refiding heritors, which is a great lofs to
the poor, efpecially in thefe parifhes where there are no poor
rates, as in tuis caf-, the poor are fupported by the poor.

The lavguage ipok: . here is Englith, with the Scotch ac-
cent; but from what language the names of places in the
parifl: are derived, is impoffible to fay.

The iund rent of the parifh is about j00l. a year.—The
cot-houfes, in the parifb, at an average, 1L yearly.

Church and Poor.—The value of the living varies fome-
what, in proportion to the price of mcal, the ftipend being
35 1. in money, and 3 chalders of oat mecal, at an average
8o L. including the glebe  Patron, Duke of Qcenfberry.

The number of the poor receiving alms, at an average, are
83 and there being no poor rates in the ‘pari(h, they are
fupported by the Sunday’s collections, and the benefits arifing

from
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fiom the mort-cloth and proclamation of banns. It would
be a good fund towards the maintenance of the poor, and a
good mean for the jreventing of the crimes of unchaftiry and
child" murder, if the tool of repentance, which is, no doubt,
a relic of Popery, was legally abolithed, and a fine in money
eftablithed in its place, in proportion to circumftances and
fituations, wherever the {candal was not removed by mar-
riage. '

The wages of . a day-labourer in hufbaindry, 1s. per day;
of wrights, 15. 2d 3 of taylors, 1s.5 and of mafons, 1s 3d.
without victuals.—The common wages of male fervants,
61, of female, 31. per year, with vittuals.—lhere are 14
ploughs in the parith, of the Scotch kind, and upwards of
50 carts.

Ancient Buildings.—There are the remains of ten caftles,
commonly called towers, which appear to have been houfes
of great ftrength. In the under itorey they had a wooden
docr of uscommon thicknefs, full of iron-fpikes with broad
heads, and a ftrong iron-gate that opened in the iufide. One
of thefe doors and gates was preferved in the parifh for a
long time as a piece of antiquity, and has been feen by feve-
ral now living. In one of thefe caftles the great Macbeth
is {aid to have lived ; and it is called Macbeth’s Caftle to this
day. Mr James Dickfon, late proprietor of this parifh, em-
ployed workmen to dig up the foundation of part of Mac-
beth’s Caftle, in fearch of treafure and antiquities; but no-
thing was found but {ome pieces of old armour, and coins of
no great confequence.

Roads.—The public road which runs through the parifh,
and leads to Moffat, is kept in good repair; but the bye-
voads are very bad, and many of them impaflable, no ftirute

labour
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labour having been performed, nor commutation money up«
lifted, for the laft ten years.—There is only one bridge in the
parith over Biggar water, about a quarter of a mile from the
village ; and, being upon the public road, and of great advan=
tage to travellers, the water in the winter feafon being often
impaflable, is kept in tolerably good repair.

School.—There is only one fchool in the parith, falary gl.
16s. 8d. which, with fchool wages and other perquifites,
may amount to the {mall living of 111. or 121 yearly ; and,
for that fum, from 20 to 30 fcholars are regularly inftrutted
in the different branches of education.

There is one inn and two alchoufes in the village.

Cottages.—There are no new houfes built in the parith of
late, nor cottages, but a great many cottages pulled down,
the farmers finding more lofs than profit arifing from the
keeping up of cot-houfes: The throwing down of cottages
muft be one principal reafon of the decreafe of popula-
tion in country parithes, and of the increafe of population
in towns and villages, and a principal reafon of the fcarcity
of fervants, and the increafe of their wages ; the poor people
being banifhed from the country, take up their refidence in
towns, and breed their children to manufaltures, who would
otherwife have all been bred to the plough; and, if manu.
fatures continue to flourith, and this growing evil, of throws
ing down cottages, and banithing the poor from the country
parts of parithes, is vot {peedily corrected, it is more than
probable that fervants for carrying on the purpofes of agris
culture will not be obtained.

There is one fair in the year in the village, held upon the
4th of O&ober, originally for black cattle, but now chiefly
for the hiring of fervants, and the ftoremafters felling their
cheefe,

N U M-
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NUMBER XVL
PARISH OF CONTIN.

(County of Rofs—Prefbytery of Dingwall—Syned of
Rofs.)

By the Reverend Mr RoDERICK MACKENZIE.

Name, Appearance, and Soil.

ON-TUIN, the meeting of waves, ar Co-an-da-avihin,
fignifying the meeting of two rivers, whence the ifland
of Contin derives its name,

The appearance of the country is generally hilly and moun-
tainous, the hills in the lower part of the parith, near the
place of Contin, being moftly covered with natural wood.
There is alfo a great flat of corn lands, belonging to Colonel
Mackenzie of Coul, through which the river Rafay runs, all
in fight of the manfion-houfe of Coul, which lies about 200
yards to the north-eaft of Contin. There is alfo a great deal
of corn lands in the feveral glens and valleys in the parith,—
The corn lands, upon the whole, yield pretty good crops,
though the foil be but light and fhallow.

Air and Difeafes.—The air is rather moift, but not un-
healthy. The difeafes are, {mall-pox, meafles, and rheu-
matifms ; the latter, no doubt, owing to the moifture of the
air, and to the natives giving up the ufe of plaiding or coarfe
flannel next their fkin, in place of which they now wear

Vov. VII, X linen,
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linen. They are fometimes ditrefled with fluxes, occafioned
by their feeding moftly on potatoes. They are moft fubject
to them in the latter end of fpring, and beginning of fum-
mer, when the potatoes have a tendency to grow, and when
the people have neither milk, meal, nor onions to eat with
them, [his year, and the laft, there was a putrid fever, '
which made prodigious havoc in a place called Strathbran,
where it carried off more than two thirds of the inhabitants,
and fill continues to rage with violence there. It is found
to be very infectious ; and its having done fo much damage
in that place is attributed to the unwholefomenefs of the air,
which has been worfe this year than ever, owing to the ex-
tenfive flat in that firath being repeatedly overflowed in the
{fummer and harveft months, and the ftagnated putrid waters
fending forth noxious yapours that poifon the air.

Lates.—There are many lakes and rivers, all of which
abouad with fith of one kind or other, though none draws a
price but falmon, being at a great diftance from any market
town, and of no fuch confideration as to encourage an ad-
venturer to try what could be made of them.—The moft re-
markable lakes are Loch- Achilty, where the char and filver
trout are fometimes found. One thing remarkable to be ob-
ferved of this lake is, that there is no vifible running water
ifluing from it except at the time of high fpeats, although a
great quantity falls into it daily. It certainly difcharges it-
felf by fubterraneous paffages into the river Rafay, to the
weft of which it lies about three quarters of a mile. Itisa
mile long; in fome places very deep. The water is beauti-
fully clear: It has an artificial ifland, a place made for fafety,:
where the ruins of a houfe and garden are ftill to be feen.
The accefs is by a draw-bridge. The laft poffeffor’s name ’
M<Lea More, the then proprigtor of the lands of Achilty and

Jarvie.
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Jarvie. The next is Loch-Lichart, in a line to the weft, four
miles long, where there is plenty of trout, fome weighing
four and five pounds. The loch is lined on both fides with
a ridge of high hills, covered with oak and birch wood, with
fome firs, interfperfed here and there with green f{pots for
fhealing, and at both ends, on each fide, pretty extenfive
flats of corn land, The oak wood on this loch-fide fold
three years ago for 3601. Betwixt Loch.Lichart and Loch-
Bran, on the fame water, are feveral inconfiderable lakes, all
abounding with black and white trout; and Loch-Bran a-
bounds with large pike. Several miles to the weft of that is
Loch-Chrofk, abounding with trout. To the north-weft of
Loch-Lichart, four miles diftance, lies Loch-Fannich, abound-
ing with fith, is ix Scotch miles in length ; from it iffues a
fmall river, called Grudie, which difchargés itfelf into the
Cannon, about one mile above Loch-Lichart.—All the ftraths
are liable to inundations. The moft remarkable ones hap-
pened in March 1789 ; 2nd this very year, (1791) the great-
eft part of the corn lands were twice overflowed this harveft
in the courfe of 20 days, by which the crop was much da-
maged.—There is a very remarkable echo on the farm of
Kinellan; it will echo a whole fentence perfeéfly diftinct.
It is believed to be unequalled, unlefs by an echo in Wales,
and another in Staffa, the latter of which is of a very diffc-
rent nature,

Animals, &'c.—~The parifh principally abounds in black,
cattle, horfes, fheep, goats, deer, roe, foxes, wild cats, pole-
cats, badgers, and otters,—Common fowls of various kinds 3
turkeys, geefe, wild and tame, ducks of different fpecies,
fwans, maws, gulls, curlieus, cranes, herons, fcarfs, king’s«
fither, muir-fowl, heath-fowl, plovers, fnipes, hawks of varis"
ous kinds, the black and grey eagles, ravens, rooks, crows,

owls.
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owls. And on the highelt hills, tarmagans, migrating birds,
lapwings appear in {pring, wood-cocks in the latter end of
harveft, cuckoos in April ; May, fwallows of various kinds,
and three kinds of bats, fuppofed fleeping birds.

Population~In Dr Webfter’s lift in 1755, the numbers
are ftated at 1949 ; at prefent, there are 2000 above the
age of feven years.—There is in the parith one woman aged
101 now living, and has the ufe of all her faculties, There
is alfo an out-penfioner of Chelfea Hofpital upwards of go
years old, who has drawn the penfion for 45 years.—There
are a fufficiency of {quare-wrights, {miths, weavers, taylors,
and thoemakers, for carrying on the work of the parith,—
Two ferry-men, one over the Rafay at Contin, and another
over the Connon, three miles to the weft of Contin, ata
place called Little Scatwell.—All the people are of the efta-
blithed Church except 50 or 6o Epifcopalians.—The popu-
lation is on the increafe, but it is feared will foon decreafe,
as the gentlemen are encouraging fhepherds to come and
fettle on their properties, which muft neceflarily remove the
prefent inhabitants, and force them to go in queft of bread
10 other countries, as there are no manufadtures eftablithed
here to employ them.

Productions.—Cabbages, turnips, potatoes, and various kinds
of garden ftuffs.—Fir trees, planted and natural, oak, birch,
elm, alder, fauchs of different kinds, mapple, mountain ath,
plains, beech, feveral remarkable large ones at the place of
Coul, and- fruit trees of various kinds.—There is a fufficiency
of corn grown for fupporting the inhabitants ; but, owing to
+the number of diftillers of whifky, of which there are no lefs
than three diftilleries in this parith, there are imported an-
nually about 3co bolls of barley from the neighbouring pa-

rithes,
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rifhes, principally from Eafter Rofs.—About 5o acres are in
fown grafs on the Mains of Coul, and a few acres on another
farm. The farmers bave feldom fowed any, (except a few
pounds in their gardens); nor can they be prevailed upon to
do it, though they have got long leafes from Colonel Mac-
kenzie of Coul, (19 years) to encourage them to raife grafs ;
and the foil is found to be admirably calculated for it, yield-
ing from 2¢0.to joo ftones the acre. Colonel Mackenzie
has not impofed one fhilling of additional rent upon his
whole property in this parith.—They begin to fow oats and.
rye in February ; but, in moft places, in the latter end of
March, and whole of April. Barley is fown by the begin-
ning of May, and finithed by the 12th of June; notwith.
ftanding of which, the harveit is much earlier than in any of
the neighbouring parifhes, and was fafely ingathered even
this very year by the end of O¢tober.—There is great plenty
of fhelly marl now difcovered in the Loch of Kinellan, upon
the eftate. of Coul; and the proprietor, at his own expence,
has fo far drained the Loch, as to have eafy accefs to the
working of the mart; and the tenants have full liberty to take
from it whatever quantity they pleafe for the ufe of their
lands. The Lake is alfo furrounded with ftone-marl, which
has been found by the farmers there to meliorate the ground
very much. This Lake lies five miles to the weft of Ding-
wall. There is lime-ftone alfo found on the Coul property,
but difficult to work. There was this year difcovered, -on-
the property of Mr Mackenzie of Strathgarvie, (a minor), a
rich lime-ftone qoarry, which could be eafily wrought, and
to great advantage, there. being plenty of peats and wood
clofs by the quarry. The proprictor of the quarry has clofe
by it betwixt 300 and 400 acres of arable ground admirably
calculated for lime, on which property there are no lefs, at
prefent, than 50 or 60 families, without any induftry, or any

b
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thing to fupport them, but what corn they are able to raife
from thefe fields, which fets now at about 7s; 6d. the acre.
The quarry lies clofs by Lochmalin, about 12 miles to the
weft of Dingwall,

Mifcellaneous Obfervations~—The Gaelic and Englith lan:
guages are both fpoken in the parifh, but Gaelic chiefly. All
names of villages and places are derived from the Gaelic.
The rental of the parifh is between 13001. and 14001.—The
falmon fithing fets at about 201l.

Church and Poor.—The minifter’s ftipend is 1000 merks,
and one chalder of viGtual, and the glebe would fet at 71
Sterling. The King is patron,~The number of heritors is
9, none of whom refide in it.—There are only 10 poor peo-
ple who receive charity. The mofl indigent of them get a
weekly fupply from the feflion. 'The annual amount of the
contributions for the relief of the poor, in the parith church,
feldom exceeds 40s. 3 there is a fmall legacy left to the poor
of the parifh by a Mrs St Clair, who died at Jamaica, a native
of this parith, daughter to Mr Aneas Morrifon minifter of
Contin, and which, owing to mifmanagement, only amount-
ed to 84 1. although fhe bequeathed them 100l

Provifions.—~Provifions {ell reafonably ; beef and mutton,
from 2d. to 3d. a pound; veal and lamb, from 3d. to 4d.;
pork, 21 d.; hens, never above 4d. each; butter, 6d. the
pound; cheefe, 235 barley, 15s. and 16s. the boll; oats,
the fame, having one fifth more in the meafure.—Common
day labourers receive 6d. per day; carpenters and mafons,
from 15s.to 1s. 6d.—A common labourer having 6 bells of
meal, 3 L. Sterling of wages for the year, with one fourth acre
potatoe ground, is able to fupport him{zlf, a wife, and two

children.
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«children. 'Men.fervants commonly get from 31.'to 41. wae
ges in the year ; and women fervants, from 3o0s. to 21—
The feuel confifts of peat, wood, heath, whins, and broom.
Peats fell at 6 d. the fmall cart.

Charaéter of the People.~The people, in general, are fober,
and very oeconomical ; but averfe to induftry, never work-
ing but from neceflity. The rifing generation are rather fond
of gay clothing, the manufatture of other countries, which
exhaufts all their {ubftance, and keeps them conftantly poor.
There is no manufalture in the parith. The people ‘are ge-
nerally very contented with their fituation, and have the ne-
ceffaries of life in abundance. They are perfeétly honeft,
and religioufly inclined. Their condition might be eafily
made better, were there any manufaltures eftablithed amongft
them; a linen or woollen one would anfwer extremely well.
The women would be made indufirious by this means.
There is plenty of fine foft water in this place, for wathing,
bleaching, and whitening linen cloth; and there are plains
of any extent required for forming a bleachfield, into which
water might be brought at a trifling expence; befides, fuch
is the quality of the water, that one fourth of the expence of
{oap, &ec. would be faved.

The beft arabie land in this parifh fets at 145, 6d. the a=
cre, and the foweft at 25, 6 d.—The farms in this parifh are
from 100l. to 215 for the moft part they are from 151, to
8 1.—There is not an inclofure in the parifh, but thofe on
the Mains of Coul. The people are averfe to inclofures, as
they wifh to have all kinds of pafture in common. The fi-
tuation of the parifh, in 1782 and 1783, was truly deplor-
able, and no doubt many of the poorer fort muft have died
from want, were it not for the timely {upply of corn fent by
government to this country. QOne remarkable circumftance

to
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to be obferved was, that although thefe years produced little
or no corn, they were particularly favourable for the growth
of grafs, which yielded immenfe quantities of milk, the prin-
cipal fupport of the inhabitants ; and the kind providence of
God was very remarkably feen towards the poorer fort, in
caufing the fheep and goats, the only cattle they had, to yield
greater quantities, and more fruitful milk, than they were
_ever known to do before, or ever fince. Another favourable
circumftance for the inhabitants was, that there was a great
demand for cattle, (the ftaple commodity of the parifh), and
that they fold at high prices.

N U M.
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NUMBER XVIL
PARISH OF IRVINE

(County of Ayr.—Prefbytery of Irvine.~Synod of Glaf-
gow and Ayr.)

By the Reverend Mr James RIcHMOND,

Name and Situation.

RVINE, or, according to its ancient orthography, Irwine,
and Earwine, is a feaport town fituated nsar the mouth

of the river of Irvine, in the Bailleary of Cuningham, and
fhire of Ayr. It was originally in the province of Galloway,
which antiently comprehended not only the county now
known by that name, and the ftewartry of Kirkcudbright,
but alfo the greateft part, if no. the whole, of Ayrihire.
Even at fo late a period as the reign of Robert Bruce, the
Caftle of Irvine was accounted to be in Galloway.,  There is
reafon to fuppofe, that a people of Saxon original encroach-
ed by degrees on the ancient Galloway. The names of
places in Cuningham are generaliy Saxon; the name of the
diftrit itfelf is Saxon, though, according to Buchanan, it is
faid to be Danith, and figaifies the King’s Houfe, or the Re-
fidence of the King*. The town of Irvine ftands on a ril-
ing grouifd, of 2 fandy foil, to the north of the river, and
about half a mile diftant from the harbour, which lies nearly
Vor. VII, Y te

* See Sir David Dalrymple’s Annals, vol. . p. 106
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to the fouth-weft of it. It is dry and well aired, has one
broad ftreet running through it, from the fouth-eaft, bend-
ing a little to the fouth about the middle, and terminating
in the north-weft., On the fouth fide of the river, but con-
ne&ed with the town by a ftone bridge, there is a row of
houfes on each fide of the road leading to the harbour, thefe
are moftly of one ftorey, with finithed garrets, and occupied
chinily by feafaring people  On part of the great road lead-
ing to Ayr, which interfes this ftreet, nigh to the bridge,
are the fame kind of buildings. The moft of thefe build-
ings have been erected within thefe 40 or 5o years, and are
increafing every year. ‘

They are not within the royalty, and form no part of the
ancient burgh, being fituated in the parifh of Dundonald,
and annexed to Irvine, quoad facra, only. Part of thefe
lands, however, belong to the town, as alfo the quay, on
which there are feveral ftore-boufes, coal-y;rds, and an inn
or public houfe, which, by a fingular feu, has the exclufive
privilege of felling ale and fpirits there. It appears, from
the records of the burgh, that Alexander II. granted a char-
ter to the burgefles of Irvine, confirming fome other royal
grants, but from whom thefe were obtained, is now uncer-
tain. No mention is herc made of their vther charters,
which are many. From one granted by Robert IL. it ap-
pears, that the burgefles of Irvine were in pofleffion of the
whole barony of Cuningham and Largs. The magiftrates

of Irvine do not now enjoy fo extenfive a jurifdition.

Extent, Scif, and Rent of the Parifh.—The parifh of Irvine,
at its greateft Jength, is about § miles, extending from the
fca on the fouth-weft, to the parith of Stewarton on the
north-caft. At its greateft breadth it is about 2 miles, and
is bounded by the river Annocl, which feparates it from the

parifha
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‘parifh of Dreghorn on the fouth-eaft and eaft; by the parith
of Kilwinning on the north and north-eaft ; by the river
Garnock on the north-weft, and by the river of Irvine,
which feparates it from the parith of Dundonald, on the
fouth. To the north-weft of the town, there is 2 common-
ty belonging to it, of above 300 acres, of a fandy foil, and
partly covered with whin and fhort broom. If laid off in
proper inclofures, and rented to the inhabitants, it might be
worth 20s. or 30s. per acre in a few years. Adjoining to
this, and immediately at the back of the town, there was
formerly a large loch, which, about the beginning of this
century, was drained by the Rev. Mr Warner, and is now
arable. To the north-caft, the town have a confiderable
tra&t of land, yielding a revenue of about sool. per annum,
The lower part of the parifh is flat and fandy. To the north-
eaft of the town, it confifts of a light loam; in fome parts
the foil is mixed with gravel; all of it produces heavy crops
of all different kinds of corn and grafs. Towards the ex-
tremity of the parifh, the fituation is more clevated and the
foil of a ftiffifh clay.

There is only one gentleman’s feat in the parifh, Bour-
treehill. It is well laid out, and highly improved, by the
Hon. Mr Hamilton, who refides upon it.  Nigh to this feat,
there is an old caftle of a fquare form, belonging to the Earl
of Eglintoune, whofe feat is allo about a mile from Irvine to
the north, and the town lands on that quarter are all along
bounded by his Lordfhip’s policy. This caftle is faid to be
the remains of an ancient nunnery, where there was a chapel,
church-yard, and a {mall village. The face of the country
is greatly beautified by circular plantations on moit of the
eminences. The faris are large; the farm houfes are moftly

new, very neat and convenient;

Rizvers,
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" Rivers.—There are no rivers which run through the pas
rifh.  The river of Irvine, which takes its rife to the eaft of
Loudonhill, in the parith of Loudon, in times of flnods,
carries great quantities of fand along with it, chiefly atter it
pafies Irvine, which being thrown out at the Bar, is gradual-
ly removing it to a greater diftance from the harbour. The
depth of water, from the Quay to the Bar, is generally from
g to 11 feet at {pring tides. In high ftorms, with the wind
from the fouth or fouth-wef}, it is fometimes 16 feet.

Roads —The roads leading to and from the town are, 1/,
The Kilmarnock road to the fouth-eaft. 24, T'he Ayr road
to the fouth. 34, The Greenock road by Kilwinning to
the north-weft ; and, 425, Lhe Glafgow road by Stewarton
to the north-eaft., They are all kept in tolerable repair by
the itatute labour, which is couverted into money, and paid
to the truftees. Three fhilings Sterling are paid by every
houleholder in the town for that purpofe, which, in many
initances, is a very bard and oppreffive tax, efpecially in fea.
port towas, where there are fo many failors widows, left with
pumercus families, und often i poor circumftances.  This is
an evil which calls Sor redrefs.  Befides the f{tatute money,
there are tclls nizh to the town, on the Stewartoun, Kilmar-
nock, and Ayr roads,

A fly goes regularly from this to Glafgow, by Kilwinning,
Dalry, Beath, 2nd bPafley, three times every week., A ftage
coach runs irom .his io Greenock twice in the week, and
continues to be well emuloyed,

Dannfalflure; —Mancfaltures, as yet, are not carried on
here to any extent,  The young men, in general, are failors,
o1 go abroad to the Welt Indies and America as ftorekeep-
=es and planters.  Plany from this place and the neighbour-

hood



of Irvine. 174

hood have gone to the Eaft Indies, and are ftill going out.
Some in the mercantile line, others in the phyfical, feafaring,
and military, and fome in each ot thefe profeflions, have late-
ly returned from thence with large fortunes, Many of our
young men are alfo employed as thipmafters and failors from
Clyde.

The number of the incorporated trades are nearly as fol-
lows, viz. weavers, 116; {hoemakers, §6; fmiths, 245 tay-
lors, 27; coopers, 7; mafons and wrxghts, 8o.—~There are
of other employments :

Maltfters - - o Copperfmiths - 3
Mafier Butchers - 6 linkers - - 4
Bakers - - 7 Barbers - - 6
Cloth merchants - 6  Coal hewers - 150
Chandlers - - 2 Carters - - 6o
Phyfician - - 1 Qarriers to Kilmarnock 2
Surgeons - . 3 to Paifley - 2
Writers - - 5 to Glafgow - 2
Sadlers - - 2 to Greenock 2
Druggifts - - 2 c

Befides thefe, there are a great many carts belonging to the
country employed in carrying blind coals from Kilmarnock,
.Riccartoun, and Fairley. There are three mafter thip-build-
ers, a tanwork, a ropework, and a bleachfield. One whifky
ftill, which confumes about g5o bolls of malt yearly, One
{mall brewery, moft of the ale being brewed by retailers
themfclves. Many private families brew their own beer;
and, of late, the practice of brewing ftrong ale has been much,
revived.

There are a great many grocers and {fmall huckfter thops,
and four or five hardware fhops. Weavers of filk gauze,
muflins, &c. and fome other tradefmen employed in the
town and {uburbs, are not entered with the corporations, nor
included in the above lit. Their numbers are daily in-

creafing.
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creafing. About three years ago, a company of manuface
¢urers in Glafgow fet on foot a tambour-work here, and
have now about 70 girls employed, who earn from 15d. to
2s. per week.

Laft year a fpinning Jenny was erected, which employs
about 8o hands, whofe wages are from 1s. to 9s. per week,
And two others are ereted fince in the fuburbs, which give
employment to about 50 each.

Commerce.—The exports and imports of this place have
rapidly increafed of late. Coals have always been the chief
article of our export Formerly they were carried in {mall
brigs and floops to the different ports of Ireland : Their fize
is now grearly enlarged, and their numbers are increafed. By
an accurate lift made up in the Cuftomhoufe on the joth
Seprember 17g0, it appears, that the number belonging to
Irvine was i veflels, the tonnage of which amounted to
3682 tons. They are of various fizes. The largeft is 160
tons, the fmalleft 23 tons, excepting one of 17, and one of
10 tons, which are packets employed between this and
Greenock. It appears froin the fame lift, that thefe veffels
are navigated by 305 failors, all belonging to this place.—
There are 49 vefiels belonging to Saltcoats and Largs, which
are branches of this port, the tonnage of which amounts to
4166. Nany of thefe veflels, as well as veflels from the dif-
ferent ports of frelar.! and other places, come here for coals,
Above 24,c00 tons of coals are exported from this yearly.
The exportation of coals from thir tock place, in a {mall de-
gree, towards the end of the laft century : They were car-
sied cosftways in birlings or fmall boats.  When thefe arri-
ved, they blew a large horn, which was fixed to 2 poft at the
quay by an iron chain; and, upon this fignal, the country
people loaded their coal poneys or {mall horfes, and carried

down
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down what quantities were wanted. The coals here are of
an excellent quality, make a very quick and chearful fire
and, anfwering the purpofes of baking and brewing better
than any other coals from this coaft, bring the higheft prices
in Ireland. Their price, delivered at the quay, is 9s. per
chalder, Winchefter meafure, Their ordinary price in Ire-
land is feldom under 16 s.

Confiderable quantities of woollen carpets and carpetins,
muflins, and ftuffs of filk, lawns, gauzes, and linen called
Kentings, are exported from this to Ireland, The lawns,
gauzes, muflins, and filks, are brought from Paifley. The
bounty for filks exported in the year 1790 amounted to 2361,
It has often exceeded that fum, and fometimes rifen to 8ocol.
The chief articles of our import are hemp, iron, Memel and
Norway wood, fhip-timber, chiefly from Wales, raw hides,
{kins, and grain, from Ireland. 10,000 Quarters of grain
have fometimes been imported from Ireland in one year.
Great quantities are alfo brought coaftways from Galloway.
The county of Ayr is fuppofed to produce grain fufficient for
the confumpt of its inhabitants. Paifley, Glafgow, and the
more inland parts of the country, confume what is imported.

Population.—In 1755, by Dr Webfter’s lift the numbers
were 4025. The town and {uburbs have increafed fince that
period. The country part of the parifh has been diminifhed.
From an enumeration made in 1781, it appears, that there
were in the town, country, and fuburbs, 4391 fouls; and,
from an enumeration made in December 1790, their num-
bers are 4500. This increafe has chicfly taken place in the
fuburbs or annexed part of the parifh, the numbers in the
town having rather decreafed, owing to the taking down of
fome old houfes, each of which contained many families;
whereas the new ones built in their place are occupied by

one
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one or two families at moft. This laft enumeration was
made after an unufual mortality by the fmall-pox, aud a ner-
vous fever, which made its appearance about the beginning of
Auguft that year. The births, deaths, and marriages, as
contained in the parith regifter for thefe laft ten years, are
as under, viz.

Years.  Births. Deatks. DMarriages.
1781, 112 137 30
1782, 100 78 30
1783, 98 79 24
1784, 118 145 27
1785, 10§ 117 45
1786, 117 89 43
1787, 114 112 29
1788, 127 116 40
1789, 113 97 41
1790, 131 163 30

In the years 1781, 1784, and 1790, the fmall-pox were in
the town’. In the year 1784, 54 died of that difrafe; and,
in the year 1790, 37 died of the fame difeale, and about 24
of the fever. Inoculation here, till of late, was not in gene-

ral pradtice.

Charatter of the People.—Perhaps in no fea-port town of
the fame extent are the inhabitants more fober and induftri-
ous than in this. They are focial and chearful, but feldom
riotous, it being very unufual for any perfons to be {een upon
the fireet after 12 o’clock at night. The people, in general,
are in eafy circumftances ; many of them are wealthy, and all
of them remarkably hofpitable. They ae happy in each
other’s focicty, and entertain frequently and well.  Their

entertainments are mere fubftantial than fhowy; thougk ia

. . oo -
this, upon occalions, they are by no means deleltive.  As a
-

proot
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proof of their moderation and good condud, there has not
for many years been an inftance of bankruptcy among them,
one or two incomers only excepted. They are humane and
generous, though thefe qualities may not, in every inftance,
be exerted with neceflary prudence ; and this perhaps is one
reafon of the fireets being fo much infefted with vagrang
poor. In other inftances their liberality has been well di=
rected.

Church.—The church of Irvine is beautifully fituated on,
the fummit of a rifing ground, to the fouth of the town, and
nigh to the river *. It is an oblong fquare of 8o feet in
length, by 60 in breadth. The lofts form an oftagon in the
infide, and, gradually afcending, place every hearer in full
view of the preacher. At each angle there is a mafly pillar

“of wood from the ground-floor to the roof of the church.
The area below is neatly fitted up with pews, all of them
facing the pulpit. Three-fourths of the church were buile
by the magifirates, and one-fourth by the other heritors.
The communion tables confift of two rows of table feats, ex-
tending from-the pulpit, on the north-weft, to the fouth-
eaft door, the partitions of which form the ends of faid
feats, and are moveable at pleafure. Thefe feats are the pro-
perty of the feffion, and yield fram 81. to gl. annually.—
The magiftrates, referving one loft for themfelves, difpofed
of the reft of their property to the inhabitants, who fitted up
their own feats, according to a plan previoufly agreed upon,
The money which they raifed in this manner defrayed their
thare of the expence of building the church, and left them

. an overplus of near 300l. This fum they laid out, with an

additio:a of near 5ool. more, in building a very elegant
Vor. VIL Z fteeple

* The church was rebuilt in the year 1774,
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fleeple adjoining to the church on the north-weft fide. The
fteeple, at its bafe, is 14 feet fquare. ’

Poor.~The poor of this place have greatly increafed with-
in thefe 5o years. This is afcribed to a variety of different
caufes. At that time, it was confidered as difgraceful to re-
ceive fupply from the feflion; and none but fuch as were int
the moft diftreffed circumftances ever thought of making
application to it, By this they were led to make every ex-
ertion for their own fupport 3 and their children, from the
fame principle, acquired early habits of induftry.

The country was then parcelled out in fmall farms, and
employed a greater number of hands in the cultivation of it.
Their incomes, though {mall, afforded them, in general, the
certain means of fubfiftence. Few ever thought of reforting
to towns, bat fuch as could live upon their money, or upon
the profits of their particular callings. When the farms were
enlarged, as they now are, thefe cottagers or fmall tenants
crowded into towns or meighbouring villages; and, being
bred to no bufinefs, they foon exhaufted their little ftock,
and became burdens upon the public. The confequence of

.the fuppreffion of cottagers is felt, and will be more and
more felt in many different ways throughout Scotland.

The funds chiefly arife from the intereft of a fmall ftock of
money, and a mortification of fome lands, public collettions,
proclanation of banns, baptifms, legacies, mort-cloths, feat
vents, &c. The moft neceflitous of the poor are fupplied
by weekly penfions, which are from 6 d. to 2s. 6.d. per weglt;
and fuch as need occafional {upply to aflitt their own induf~
iry, by precepts and watering rolls. Precepts arc diftribu-
tions made by the fefiion, as occafion requires. Watering
volls are the diftributions which are made at each Sacrament,
which is twice every year.—A Bailie Gray of this place fome

time
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time ago burdened his fubjects with 11. 10s. annually for
the education of poor children. Mr Stewart, a druggift
here, has lately difponed his fubject, in value about 300l. to
the poor, referving to himfelf and wife (they have no chil-
dren) the liferent of it. The magiftrates and heritors, who
are required every year to attend at fettling the treafurer’s
accounts, are well acquainted with the ftate of the funds;
and, when neceflary, they voluntarily affefs themfelves in fuch
fums as the fupport of the poor requires, thereby wifely pre-
venting a general fent. There are of late feveral focieties
cftablithed here for the fupport of the poor belonging to
cach, which, in time, will operate greatly to the relief of the
poor’s funds.

Schools.—There are in Irvine two public {chools, and feve-
ral private ones. Before our connedtion with America was
diffolved, many young men from that country and the Weft
Indies were fent here for their education. IMr Cunningham,
who was then reftor, and had always a doltor under him,
had frequently from 20 to 26 boarders in his houfe. The
chara@er of the fchool is now, perhaps, as high as ever it
was; though, unfortunately for that branch of education, it
is confidered by the people at large as of lefs importance
than it ufed to be. The reQlor’s falary is 18 1.5 his perqui-
fites arife from births and marriages. The Englith teacher’s
falary is 101, His perquifites arife from teftimonials and his
falary as feflion-clerk. There are about 30 boys at the gram-
mar fchool ; at the Englith, about 70 {cholars. At private
hours they teach arithmetic, writing, book-keeping, mathe-
matics, French, geography, &c. 'There is a {choecl-miltrefs
eftablifhed here, who teaches all kinds of needle-work,

Ecclefiaflical State of the Parifh.~There is one minifter on-
ly. He has an affiftant, whole falary is gol.5 151 of which
is
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is paid out of the town’s funds, 101. by feflion feats, and the
reft by an annual contribution among the inhabitants. The
inifter’s ftipend, till 1785, was 7 chalders of victual, chief-
ly meal, and near 1001. Scots, At that time he obtained an
augmentation of gool. Scots. The glebe, originally about
one acre and an half, has received an addition of fix acres
and an half. Irvine is the feat of the prefbytery, which con-
fifts of 18 minifters, and belongs to the fynod of Glalgow
and Ayr. This fynod meets at Irvine once every third year.
There were many learned, grave, and pious minifters, (fays
Mr Warner, in his preface to Nifbet’s Expofition on Ecclefi-
aftes), who, in fuffering times, being put from their own
charges, came and refided in this place, efpecially during the
times of Meflrs Hutchifon’s and Stirling’s miniftry here. In
the year 1662, Mr George Hutchifon was filenced by the
Parliament for not giving obedience to his bithop, By a
fubfequent at of the fame year, he was banithed from Edin-
burgh ; and, upon pafling the act of indulgence, he was ap-
pointed by the privy council to preach and exercife the other
funétions of the miniffry at Irvine in 1669, where he died.
He is the author of an Expofition on the book of Job, and
on fome of the minor prophets. ‘They are works of confi-
derable merit. Mr Dickfon’s works are well known: He
was alfo a minifter in Irvine. They were both of them men
of eminent learning and abilities at that time, as was alfo
their cotemporary Mr Nifbet, as appears from the honour-
able teftimony which they and others have borne of him,
and from his Expofition of Ecclefiaftes, and the two Epittles
of Peter. His epitaph, as wrote by one of his brethren, is
in thefe words : ¢ Grande aliquid wultu nituit, grefluque de-
\ coro, grandius in magni dotibus ingenii) His grand{on, Mr
" Alexander Nifbet, is ftill living in Irvine, a bachelor, and

enjoys great health and fpirits at the advanced age of 83.
There



of Irvine, 18

There is in this place a Relief -Meeting-houfe ; and, be-
longing to it, there are, as nearly as could be collected, about
240. The minifter’s ftipend is 70 L. raifed partly by {ub-
feription and partly by their ordinary collections.

. Buchanites~Upon the death of Mr Jack, firft Relief mi-
nifter in this place, that congregation made choice of Mr
Whyte to be his fucceflor. Mr Whyte being called to affift
at the Sacrament in the neighbourhood of Glafgow, a Mrs
Buchan had an opportunity of hearing him ; and, captivated
by his oratory, fhe communicated unto him by letter the
flattering account of his being the firft minifter who as yet
had {poken effeCtually to her heart; exprefling, at the fame
time, a defire of vifiting him at Irvine, that fhe might be
further confirmed in the faith.
This letter he fhowed to fome of his people who gave her
a very welcome reception; and, from her heavenly converfa-
tion, and extraordinary gifts, they began to confider her as a
very valuable acquifition to their party. Religion was the
conftant topic of her converfation: In all companies, and up-
on all occafions, fhe introduced it, Her time was wholly
employed in vifiting from houfe to houfe, in making family
worfhip, folving doubts, anfwering queftions, and expound-
ing the Scriptures, Some of the congregation began to en.
tertain fufpicions of the orthodoxy of her principles, all of
which had been implicitly imbibed by their minifter. They
exprefled their diflatisfaction with his miniftry, and defired
him to difmifs her as a dangerous perfon. He refufed to
comply with their requeft: They threatened to libel him,
He remained firm to her intereft; and in this he was fup-
ported by fome of the moft wealthy of his hearers. They
drew up a paper, containing what they fuppofed to be her
principles



132 Siatiftical Account.

principles and his, and defired him to declare whether thefe-
were his principles. He acknowledged that.they were, and.
readily fubfcribed them as fuch.

They carried the matter before their prefbytery, who
thought proper to depofe him from the office of the miniftry.
He returned to Irvine, accompanied by his adherents, deli=
vered up the keys of the church, and preached for fome time
in a tent, and afterwards in his own houfe.

The curiofity of the public was excited, and many fre=
quented his meetings.—>Strange accounts were given of their
do@rine and manner of worthip. They ufually met in the
night time, and were inftructed by this pretended prophetefs.
She gave herfelf out to be the woman {poken of in the rath
chapter of the Revelation, and that Mr Whyte was the man-
child fhe had brought forth. This, and fome other ravings.
fhe uttered, drew upon her and her party the indignation of
the populace. Idle people affembled at different times in a.
tumultuous manner, furrounded the heufe, broke the win-
dows and furniture, and would have proceeded to greater
extremities, had it not been for the interpofition of the ma-
giftrates.  After repeated applications from different mem.
bers of the Relief congregation to have her apprehended,
and proceeded againft as a blafphemer, the magiftrates thought
it prudent to difmifs her from the place, which was according-
1y done May 1784.

To protet the woman from infult, they accompanied her
about a mile out of town ; but, notwithftanding all their ef-
forts, {he was grofsly infulted by the mob, thrown into ditch.
es, and otherwife ill ufed by the way. She took up her refi-
dence that night, with fome of her followers, in the neighbour-
hood of Kilmaurs; and, being joined by Mr Whyte and others
in the morning, the whole company, about 40 in number, pro..

ceeded.
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cetded on their way to Mauchline, and from thence to Cum-
nock and to Clofeburn, in Dumfries-fhire, finging as they
went, and faying that they were going to the New Jerufalem.

Climate and Difeafes.—The climate here is much the fame
as In other places on the welt coaft, more mild and tempe-
rate than in higher and more inland parts of the country;
the fnow often lying on thefe when there is none here, and
the froft feverer and of longer continuance. The town, from
its fituation, being at the diftance of one mile from the fea,
and elevated above it, is reckoried very healthy.

lo epidemical diftempers, but fuch as are common iri
other places, prevail here.

For thefe laft 17 years, the fever has appeared twice only.
The firft of thefe times it was neither of fo bad a kind, nor
fo mortal, as in other places in the neighbourhood. In 1790
and 1791, it was general, and of long continuance, though
not above 24 died of it. The influenza, as it was called,
which raged in this country fome years ago, was general her¢
alfb, but of fhort continuance, and none of the inhabitants
died of it. In the year 1760, many of the inhabitants of
this place died of the bloody Aux. The infetion, it is faid,
was brought from Ireland. The moft remarkable inftances
of longevity in this parith are, a man of the name of Grant,
who died in the 105th year of his age ; four of the fame fa-
mily, whofe ages were as under ; the father g2, his fon 86,
his grandfon 83, his great-grandfon 8o. A woman died laft
year aged 103.  Some arg living, and in good health, 84 and
upwards, one of g4.

No perfon belonging to this place has been tried for any
capital crime thefe 4o years. Some have been banifhed the
town for petty thefts, and other immoralities.

.P)‘f/fr,'?s)- ‘.
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Prifoners.—23 Perfons were committed to prifon during
the laft year; 12 of thefe for debt, moft of them from the
country; s for a riot in Saltcoats againft the prefbytery, who
had gone there, at the requeft of the inhabitants, to infpect
the ftate of the fchool-houfe. All of them ftood trial before
the Circuit Court at Ayr ; four of them were found guilty ;
but, by an error in the verdit, were difmifled ; two by law-
burrows, two for riotous condudt, and two for petty crimes.

Ancient Religious Orders.—In this town there was a con=
vent belonging to the Carmelite or White Friars. This or-
der, as is well known, took its name from being originally
placed in a monaftery by the Patriarch of Autioch on Mount
Carmel, about the year 1160. DBeing expelled thence in the
1238, they came into Europe ; and, in the reign of Alex-
ander 11 into Scotland, where they had fix convents befides
the one at this town.

Though not the fmalleft veftige of the buildings now re-
main, feveral perfons remember to have feen fome fragments
of its walls a little from the fouth corner of the prefent
church-yard ; and that piece of ground being now in my
pofleffion, I lately dug up part of their foundation, It ftood
near the brink of the river, which was a fituation proper for
the monks of that order, whofe principal food confifted of
fith; and, contiguous to the fame fpot there is a well, fiili
called the Chapel Well.

That this friary was founded by the family of Fullarton is
certain, but in what year cannot now be known, as there is
reafon to believe that the foundation charter is loft. It is,
however, very probable that it was before the death of Alex-
ander IIL. in the 1285, as the diftralted ftate of the nation
for many years after was very unfavourable ‘for erections of
this fort.  The firft authentic account that we find relative

to
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§o this convent, which, from its purport, may be fuppofed
to be long after its foundation, is from a contra& and inden-
tare, dated at Irvine, 24th Auguft 1399, between Reynald
Tullarton of that Ilk, and the provincial brethren and con-
vent of the Carmelite Friars near Irvine, for the purpofe of
paying 40 merks *, for meliorating and upholding the houfes
of the faid convent, and for repairing the principal kirk and
cloifter ; and they were thereby obliged, in all time coming,
to pray weekly, on the Lord’s day, or any other feaft day,
in the beginning of a mafs at the great altar, with en audible
woice, for the fouls of Sir Adam, and Marjory his wife, and
for Reynald, and Elizabeth his wife, and their heirs and fuc-
ceflors, and for the fouls of all the faithful deceafed.

We are informed of fome emoluments which belonged to
this friary, from an act pafled in the reign of James VI. which
does much honour to the memory of that Prince. It ought
therefore to be more particularly known, and fhould render
the name of James dear to the inhabitants of this town. At
a time when the church livings belonging to the Popifh
clergy were generally beftowed upon court parafites, we find
this Monarch appropriating what was within the liberties o7
this burgh to a much more laudable purpofe,

This alt bears, that his Majefty had made a perpetual grant
to the provoft, bailies, counfellors, apd community of the
burgh of Irvine, and their fucceffors, ¢ of all and fingular
the lands, houfes, buildings, churches, chaplainaries, orchards,
gardens, crofts, annualrents, fruits, rents, profits, emcluments,
farms, alms, anniverfaries of deaths whatever,” which any
way pertained to any chaplainaries, alterages, and prebenda-
Fies within any church, chaplainary, or college, founded by
any patrons of the fame within the liberties of the faid burgh

Vor. VIIL; Aa S, of

* 51l 11s. 13 d. Sterling,
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of Irvine: Asalfo, of fix bolls of multure belonging to the
Carmelite order, all united into one tenement, to be called in

time coming, The King’s foundation of the School of Irvine.

Mifeellaneous Obfervations.—The town-houfe ftands nearly
in the middle of the fireet; but the fireet at that place is of
fo great a breadth, that the building may be confidered as
no incumbrance. It is executed in a plain, fubltantial man-
ner. In the ground.floor is the town-clerk’s office, with a
room for the meetings of council, The reft is appropriated
to thops. Over the entry to the council chamber the town’s
arms are cut in ftone, being a lion rampant-guardant, with
a {word in one of his fore paws, and a {cepter in the other.
Motto,—Zandem bona caufa triumphat.  Higher up in the
wall are alfo the Eritith arms, very neatly cut in ftone.

In the town there are two branches of banking-houfes;
that of the Old Paifley Bank, and of the Ayt Bank. There
is only one fair worth notice; it is called the ¢ Marrymafs
Fair,” which begins on the third DLionday of Auguft, and
continues the whole wedk,

The principal commodities are linen, cloth, horfes, wool,
&c.— Che bridge over the river of Irvine, being the road to
the quay and to the town of Ayr, was rebuilt in 1748, and
confifts of four femicircular arches. It is too narrow for two
carriages to pafs each other, The tide flows about a quarter
of a mile higher. There is one mill belonging to the town,
and at a litdle diftaace from it, on the water of Anuock. It
Pays, of yearly rent, about 601, The inhabitants are thirled
to this mill, and pay 6d. per boll for grinding outs and malt.
The meal and flefh markets are on the north fide of the
firect, a litte to the caft of the council-houle. There is no
public flaughter.houfe  The inhabitants pay one penny of
toll % ech cart of coals, Coals to the fhore for exportas
tion }')a‘y‘uone.,

N U M.
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NUMBER XVIIL
PARISH OF KIRKGUNZEON.

(Stewartry of Kirkcudbright.— Prefbytery of Dumfries,
—Synod of Dumfries.)

By the Reverend Mr James HeroN,

Situation and Extent.

HE parith of Kirkgunzeon is about five miles long,

and three miles broad. Of old it belonged to the
abbacy of Holm-Coltern, in Cumberland ; but the people of
that abbacy having taken part with the Englith agaiaft the
Scots in the reign of David Bruce, the King forfeited their
property in Scotland, and beftowed it by charter, dated at
Dunfermline, the 7th ot June 1369, on Sir John Herries
of Terregles, who was brother to the EFarl of Vendome in
France, and who had come into Scotlind with King David .
Bruce after his captivity in the year 1341, and affumed tha
name of Herries, from Heriflons, or porcupines, which he
bore in his arms, now quartered with the Maxwells of Nithi.

" dale.

Soil, Appearance, and Aariculture,—The apprarance of the
country is rather hilly ; burt there is o good deal of fine flae
land in the parifh. Some of the hills are heatthy, and fie
for fheep only; others are green, and are both ferviceable
for tillage and feeding of black cattle, The low land is moft-

ly
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ly of a very fertile nature; but, in general, much interrupted
with {mall fwamps, little flony hills, and large fingle ftones,
which renders the tillage difficult and irregular. Several of
the farmers, however, are clearing away the ftones, and turn-
ing them to the advantageous purpofe of dividing their fields,
in which laudable undertaking they are greatly encouraged
- by Mr Maxwell Conftable of Nithfdale, who is proprietor of
more than {even-eights of the pariﬂx. This gentleman, if
the tenant raifes and leads the ftones, allows him the price of
the building, which may geherallyl be computed to be more
than one third of the whole expence. The tenant raifing
and leading the ftones at his leifure times, does not feel the
burthen ; nor is his rent augmented by perpetual intereft.
It has likewife for fome time been the practice of the proprie-
tor of this effate to renew the leafes about three years before
they are out, which both prevents the tenants from ufing
their farms in the fame manner they might be inclined were
they uncertain of remaining, and gives the landlord an op-
portunity of looking after the management of fuch as are to
remove. ‘There are other five properties in the parith; one
of thefe is almoft in a flate of nature; the other four are
well inclofed, fubdivided, and interfperfed with clumps and
belts of planting. The farm of Lochend, in particular, on
which 2 fmall diftillery has lately been ereCted, is in the
higheft pitch of improvement, and fhows, in a firong point
of view, the effects of cultivation. This farm, a few years
fince, was not worth above one fixth of its prefent value,
There have been good crops of wheat thefe two laft - years
upon fields which were lately covered with heath and rufhes.
The number of acres in the parith are about 8000 ; thofe in
rotation of crop about 30003 but it is not eafy to fay how
much more may be arable, as confiderable tracks of what
can at prefent only be called pafture grounds, are breaking

up
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fip every year. About 1200 acres are yearly in crop, which
confifts moftly of oats, barley, and potatoes ; wheat, peafe,
and turnips, though there are a fhare of them alfo, not being
general crops. It is probable, however, from fome experi-
ments lately made, that wheat will often be adopted in place
of barley, efpecially where the foil is ftrong and heavy. A
confiderable quantity of fhell marl has been found in the
parith, but is moftly exhaufted, The center of the parifh
being only five miles from a convenient fea-port, lime may be
had from England at a reafonable rate. The tenants have
not hitherto been much in ufe of fowing grafs-feeds, but are
now coming faft into praftice. = More clover has been fown
in the parith this laft year than for many former years all
put together,

Cattle and Sheep.~There are about 200 horfes in the pa-
rith, young ones not fit for fervice being included. There
are about 2000 black cattle, and upwards of 2000 fheep, of
the black faced Scots breed, which are kept upon the hills,
and whofe fleeces, at an average, do not weigh more than
three pounds Englith. A few fheep of the Yorkfhire and
Northumberland breed, kept on the low lands, produce fleeces
which weigh from fix to ten pounds Englith each, of excel-
lent wool. Some fingular fheep produce a great deal more,
Thefe theep do not thrive upon the hills ; nor are the hiil-
fheep any thing improven by being croffed with the Englifth
rams. The late John Dalziel of Barncrofh, a gentleman
who beftowed great pains in improving the breed of black
" cattle and fheep in this country, tried the experiment in a
farm he poflefled in this parifh ; but it had a very different
effe&t from what he expeCted. The wool of the brood of
thefe Englith rams was coarfe and fhaggy, and the fheep
themfelves ill-fhaped and unhardy.

Rent
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Rent and Produftions.—The whole rent of the parifh does
not yet amount to 20001, Sterling; but any farms that have
been lately out of leafe, have been raifed one third. The
number of farms are about go. None are under 5 1. or more
than 100l of yearly rent. The average rent of the arable
or pafture ground cannot be eafily afcertained. As fome of
the beft grounds are either in the pofleffion of the proprie-
tors, or are fet by the lump ; but according to the rate of the
country, the arable might fet from more than 11. to lefs than
5 s.; the pafture from 5 s. to 1s.; the meadows, of which
there are a confiderable proportion, are mofily valued at 11l
per acre,  The fraple commodities of the parifh are black
cattle and oat meal, the former bought up for the Englifh
markets, the latter for the manufadturing towns in the weft
of Scotland. Liverpool and Whitehaven afford a ready mar-
ket for barley, and whatever other articles the parith pro-
duces, fuch as mutton, wool, pork, butter, cheefe, poultry,
&ec. are generally fold at Dumfries, which is g miles diftant.
The principal feuel is peats, of which there are abundance.
Engli{h coal may be had at much the fame price as in Dum-
fries.

Roads.—The principal road, which divides the parifh in
almoft equal parts, was made by the commutation money,
and is in good repair ; as alfo two bridges upon it, that were
built at the expence of the county. The more private roads
are improving yearly. The ftatute labour, while it conti-
nued, was of little effect. There has lately been fome pro-
pofals of bringing the great road from London to Portpatrick
through this parifh ; fhould this ever take place, it would
prevent many difagreeable pulls, that cannot otherwife be
avoided ; but in this cafe there would be 7 or 8 miles of en-

tire
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tire new road to make, and a new bridge to be built over the
Utr, which might coft sool. or 600 1.

Population.—The number of fouls in this parifh was, in
1755, 4893 at prefent the number is §20; the number of
inhabited houfes is 103 ; there are 7 more males than fe-
males, There are two men of 9o years old, and feveral of
8o and upwards. The average of births, for the laft 5 years,
has been 18 ; of marriages, 3 ; of deaths, 10.

Dijeajes—OF difeafes, flow rheumatic fevers are the moft
prevalent, but very few die of them. The {mall-pox, when
they attack in the patural way, are the moft deftructive;
were inoculation more generally in pradtice, many lives
might, in all probability, be faved. Befides thofe that were
inoculated in this parith by medical gentlemen in the year
1788, the minifter inoculated about 5o of the children of
his parifhioners, all of whom did well and recovered, with~
out cver having the lealt appearance of danger; befides 40
more l2ft winter, with equal {uccefs.

Chuich and School —The patronage of the parifh belongs
to the family of Nith{dale ; but that family being of the
Rowifh perfuafion, John Maxwell of Terraughty, who is
Proteftant, and male reprefentative of the family, is by them
vefted with the right of preflentation.  The ftipend is 701,
in money. The glebe contains near 11 acres of very good
land, lately inclofed and fubdivided. The manfe was buile
about 4o years ago, is in decent repair, and pleafantly firuat-
ed in a fmall valley, which is interfected by a fine trouting
river. The offices have been built about § years, and are
very complete. The church, which has originally been a
Romifh chapel; is almoft in a fate of ruin; but is propofed

thortly
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fhortly to be rebuilt, The roof, which is of a peculiar ceiis
ftru&ion, is faid to have been formed at Holmcultern in
Cumberland, and brought hither when the parith of Kirk-
gunzeon belonged to the Abbecy. There is, properly fpeak-
ing, but one {chool in the parith. The fchool and fchool.
maft r’s houfe were built at the expence of the heritors,
The falary is 111, Sterling.

Ancient Buildings.—There are three ancient buildings in
the parith, Barcloth, Corrah, and Drumcultran. Barclofh is
faid to have been one of the feats of the family of Herrifes,
but there are no records when it was built ; it feems to have
been a place of refuge, defended more by nature than by art,
being remote and inacceflible. The Corrah, which has been
both a lirge building and a place of confiderable ftrength,
was built by Sir John Maxwell, brother to the Earl of Nithf-
dale, who married Agnes, eldeft daughter of William Lord
Herries, and by her got the eftate and titles of Terregles.
This was the Lord Herries who was fo eminent in the reign
of Queen Mary, and who, though he was a loyal fubject to
her Majefty, was yet a reformer, and caufed unroof both the
abbecies of Sweetheart and Dundrennan. Befides the Cor-
rah, he alfo built Mofcrops Tower at Terregles, which hags
lately been taken down, and a princely manfion ereted in its
room, ILord Herries was fucceeded, in his ettate and titles;
by his fon William, who, it is probable, had refided fome
time at the Corrah, as a pigeon cote, built in the year 1583,
was infcribed with his name; and the name of his lady Ka=
tharine Kerr. The Corrah was afterwards inhabited by Mr
Maxwell of Breconfide, a conne&ion of the family, who
was one of 29 «hildren by the fame mother, who was firft
married to Gordon of Lochenvar, whofe two eldeft fons

were
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were the firft Lords of Kenmure, and who, alongft with Mr
Maxwell of Breconfide, juft now mentioned, were fuppofed
to be the handfomeft and ftrongeft men in the county, A
part of the Corrah is now poflefled as a farm houfe; the
greateft part has been taken down, and houfes built with the
materials. In one of the apartments which remain, there is
an old oaken bed, faid to be the nurfery bed of the family,
which is yet almoft entire, curioufly carved and figured, and
is a piece of great antiquity. The Tower of Drumcultran is
not fo very ancient as to deferve any particular defcription s
nor are there any remarkable antiquities, unlefs the veftiges
of three Roman camps, and a Druidical temple, fhould be
mentioned. Thefe things are very common in this part of the
country, and do not feem to claim any farther attention.

Vov. VII, Bb N U M-
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NUMBER XIX.
PARISH OF NIGG.

( County of Kincardine.—Prefbytery and Synod of Aber-
deen. )

By the Reverend Mr Davip CRUDEN.

Situation, Form, 5.

HAT chain of mountains, which nearly divides Scot-
land, called the Grampians, may be confidered as ter-
minating at the German Ocean, in this parith. It forms al.
fo the north-eaft point of the county of Kincardine. It is
attached to the commiffariot of St. Andrew’s, but belongs to
the prefbytery and fynod of Aberdeen. In fhapeitis a pe-
ninfula. The word Nigg is faid to mean, in Celtic, a penin-
fula. A parith in Rofsthire, which is alfo named Nigg, is of
the fame form with this. On the north-eaft, the land turn-
ing into a nefs or head-land, runs out into the fea called the
Girdlenefs, round to the E:ay"of Aberdeen ; on the riorth-
weft, it is wafhed by the tide in Aberdeen harbour and the
river Dee ; and on the fouth-weft, bounded by the parifh of
Banchory Devenick. It prefents to the fea a bold face of
rock, from 6o to 8o feet high, covered with green; then a
rifing bank, arable from the top of the rock to fome diftance,
increafing towards the fouthern extremity ; and above, an
afcending heathy ridge of hill, about 200 feet above the fea,

going through the whole length of the perifth, and crowned
with
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with two cairns, which are feen feveral leagues off, and direét
thofe who fail near the coaft. The north fide of the parifh
confilts of two haughs, on the river and the fide of a hill,
eading in the Girdlenefs, and of a valley and hill beneath
the heathy ridge. Though a part of the foil be clayifh, the .
far greater part is loamy, of various depth, and on different
bottoms, in fome places incumbered with ftones. The haughs,
the valley, and fides of the two hills, to the north, are ara-
ble. The bank to the fouth is in good part ploughed. A
broad belt, of above a mile, more and lefs, throughout the
middle, and the whole length of the parith, with the excep-
tion of fome acres lately cultivated, is unarable and uninha-
bited, confifting of mofs and of heath, ftrewed with mavy
ftones. The meafures of the different kinds of ground *, are,
infield, 526 acres 2 roods 7 falls ; outfield, 577 acres 2 roods
26 falls; pafture, §84 aeres g falls; moor, 1483 acres 2 roods
1 fall; mofs, 203 acres 3 roods 3g falls; total, 3375 acres
2 roods 34 falls. The infield, or croft, is ground continually
in tillage, and regularly manured.—The outfield is ground
which is never mabnured, but ploughed occafionally from

palture grafs.

Coaff.—A mile from the fouth-weft boundary. There is

a natural harbour, with very little artificial help, the cove,
fit for boats, which accommodates the filhermen of a village
lying above it, and fometimes affords refuge to others: For
northward of the port of Aberdeen, for {everal leagues, is a
fand beach, and that port being formed by a river, has often
a furge rifing quickly at its mouth, by the wind blowing in
thore, dangerous to boats; here, therefore, they have often
found

* A map of Kincardinethire was publithed by Mr William
Gordon, 1774, A furvey of the parith of Nizg ‘was made by
Mr George Brown, 1577, ) ’
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found fafety. From this place, though there be feveral inw
dented hollows along the coaft, and though an attempt was
Tately made, by a fmall pier, to fit one of them to receive
boats, there is no harbour for them 4 miles round, till they
come to Aberdeen.

The latitude is 57 deg. 9 min, north; the longitude is 2
deg. 9 min. weft. In time of war a flag is hoifted on a ftaff’
half a mile from the point, on the moit raifed eminence, as
a fignal, when an enemy’s thip is in the offing. There is
free open fea along this coatt. 'The water rifes, at {pring
tides, 13 feet ; and the height of the ftream is at 45 minutes
paft noon, at full and change. The tide of flood runs fouth-
welt and by fouth; that of ebb, north-eaft half north, and
at the rate of 3 and 4 knots in the hour. The variation of
the compafs is 25 degrees weft, and has increafed a degree
within thefe 5 years, From 6 and 8 fathoms at the rock
foot, the bottom deepens, fhelving off thore, with fandy,
rocky, and various ground, and fometimes rifing, till it finks
to 9o fathoms, at the diftarce of 10 or 11 leagues from land
then it afcends on the fithing bank, the Long Forties, to 33,
34, or 35 fathoms, a few leagues over, until it falls into the
depth of the north fea.

Rivers, Lakes, &°c.—The Dee, which forms the harbour
of Aberdeen, after a courfe pretty much north-eaft, of 8o
miles, fills here into the fea. On this fide of the harbour
is LTorry Pier, where vefltls come to unload lime, and take
in cargoes of ftones; above which lie the boats of the fither-
men, ferving alfo as pilots, who inhabit the village of Torry.
The tide flows more than two miles farther up the river, to
a bridge over it, and even to the boundary of the parith;
but there is no navigation up the fiream, except for boats and
lighters about a mile, on accoent cf the hallows init. The

Dee
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Dee is a clear rapid river, flowing moftly through gravelly
{oil, favourable to natural wood, and fometimes rifes to over<
flow the haughs, carry off part of the mould, and {weep a-
way corns. The upper haugh in this parifh is a little ex-
pofed, and in autumn 1768 fuffered. One lake, the Loch
of Lorftown, is on the fouth-weft boundary, oblong in form,
covering 27 acres, and {upplying water to the only mill here,
There is alfo one chalybeat {pring, though nct frequented
for any difeafes; but {prings of fine water abound.

Face of the Country, &'c.—Being deltitute of wood, the
face of the country is naked. In the laft age, a grove feems
to have been by the harbour mouth to the edge of the water.
And befides many remains of oak dug out of the mofs,
ftumps of trees, which muftt have been one and a half, and
two feet diameter, ftill ftand on the ealt fide of it, above
ground. Fine grafs, mingled with many herbs, grows early
on the fea banks, and rock top, almoft ever green from the
{pray and dews. ‘Through the large unculiivated, and, for
the n.oft part, uncultivable {pace of this parith, a low heath
is fpread. The fea-fide and hill pafture is reckoned good
and wholefome for fheep, and almoit never is covered to any
depth with fnow. 'The corn ficlds are liable to the common
wceds, efpecially to ikelloch, (moftly wild muftard), for
which, to fow late after ploughing, when the plant is rifen
up, and may be deftroyed by harrowirg, has been tried with
fuccefs.

Many ftones of the granite kind lie on the furface, which,
with thofe taken from the rock by the {ea, and under ground,
are fome of a beautiful bluith, and others of a purple and va-
rvious heu. They fupply abundant materials for building and
inclofing. Several {pecies here, from the attraltion of the
smagnet, feem to be volcanic; {o arc others in the hills far

up
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up the Dee. If this experiment is a certain indication, in
what condition muft this country have once been ?

Climate and Difeafes.—The air is healthy : Along the coaft
it is freth, and, from the influence of the fea, to the fenfe
colder ; yet the froft is lefs intenfe, fnow continues fhorter
time, and the crop ripens fooner than in places a litile inland,
The eaft wind brings a moifture, and fometimes, particularly
in the month of May, mifts corfe off the fea; but the cli-
mate cannot be called damp; rather, from the moderate
quantity of rain which falls upon this eaft coaft, perhaps a-
bout 27 inches annually, from the light, loamy, fandy foil,
abforbing it foon, and from the frequent breezes, it may be
reckoned dry. This allows grain to be fown pretty early;
oats, from the middle of march, and bear, from the middle
of April ; potatoes are planted in Aprils turnip is fown from
the beginning of _]unc.v The crop ripens in general foon,
In this fea air, iron is foon corroded. It brings alfo on the
furface of many bodies, efpecially in a northern and eaftern
expofure, a fog, or g:;een {pecies of mofs. To the growth
of timber and fruit it feems unfavourable, at leaft till fhel-
ter be acquired. No difeafes of an epidemic nature prevail
here, except brought by contagion. Agues are unknown.
The {mall-pex, for which inoculation is not ufed, onc'e
in a few years {preads, efpecially among the fither families,
whofe commuaication with one another is open, and carries
off fometimes many children. TFrom the more {edentary
life of women now, at knitting ftockings, hyfteric complaints
are thought frequent. The inhabitants live to a moderate
age. The fithermen are very little fubjet to difeafes through
mid-life ; but expofed, from their occupation, to difafters.
Of 30 men in boats at the Cove, within 3 years 9 have pe-
rithed, : :

Ancicn?
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Ancient Population, and State.—From the end of the laf
century to the middle of the prefent, the population of this
parith was about one fourth greater than now. The country
was alfo filled with the cattle of 17 ploughs; 10 and 12 to
the plough, and covered with above 2000 fheep. From
about the war 1740, the population has declined to the year
1786. The cattle were reduced, rapidly near the laft period,
to fcarce one plough ; and there remained not one fheep.
The caufes of this depopulation feem to have been thefe:
The drain of men, principally to the fleet, in the different
wars; an increaﬁng turn to the fea-faring life, to handicrafts,
and manufaétures ; from a prohibition, and the mofles being
nigh exhaufted, the occupation of preparing and carrying
fuel to Aberdeen ftopped. The new mode of agriculture
contributed here to the fame general effe@. The tenants
found, with the ideas of inclofing and green crops, their
fheep difturbed ; and they put flocks of them away. The
profpect of a divifion of the parifh, which almoft wholly lay
in run ridge, and the fhort, uncertain leafes in view to i,
Jed them to put away the remainder, to give up their oxen,
and to plough on their fields with horfes, deprived of the
dung of cattle and theep, the wet grounds being turned low,
or negletted.

Divifion of the Parifh, and Improvements.—From the abbacy
of Arbroath, to which this parith belonged, one half of it,
alternate ridge, came to a pr-edcceifor of Mr John Menzies
of Pitfoddels, who now poflcfles it. The town of Aberdeen
bolds the other half, purchafed with monies mortified prin.
cipally for promoting education and religious inftrution.
That community has alfo fome property, which had remain-
ed feparate. By the arbitration of two gentlemen, the parith
was divided in 1786, the town of Aberdeen obtaining the

fide
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fide along the lower part of the harbour, and round the
coaft, and Mr Menzies that up the river, and inland. He
has now let his grounds in the following manner : Divided
into fmall lots, from 10 1. to 3ol. fome of which are taken
in leafe together, and fome even {ubdivided. The tenants
are obliged to do fomething in inclofing them, and to keep
part in grafs and green crop. As an incitement to meliorate
the land, the rent rifes a little at the end of 9, and again at
the end of 19 years; while the temptation to exhauft it is
removed by the uncertain term of a lifetime to which the
leafe extends beyond the lalt period. The town-council of
Aberdeen have feued out their {hare in nine moderate lotsy
from about 30l. to goli each. By becoming private pro-
perty, a new fpur is given to render it more valuable. Ac-
cordingly, every feuer has made {ome progrefs in improving
his ground; and fome of them, by building ftone-fences,
drainiig and dreffing the furface, as well as by laying on
lime, and erefting farm-houfes and fteddings, have done
much to change the face of their property. Indeed, a fpirit
of induftry and improvement has gone out, and reached the
loweft cottager. Multures and embarrafling fervices are abo-
lithed. Part of the formerly plowed land is regaining. Oxen
are brought in, and reared of a larger fize. Cows are kept
to a greater number than ever; and fome fheep are intro-
duced. The population has increafed from new families
coming in, and from the fettlement which has taken place.
The people who, in 1787, were 1024, are now 1090, They
are alfo becoming better accommodated. Within the fpace
of a few years, 70 houfes have been built in a fubftantial
manner, and fuitable for the different poffeflfors, at the ex-
pence of above 12001,

Cultivation.—Carts, introduced here about 30 years fince,
are
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are univerfally ufed 5 and, in thefe rifing grounds, drawn by
two horfes. The beft form of other implements of hufband-
ry, and beft modes of agriculture, and rotation of crops, are
only beginning to be underftood and tried.

Manures.—To animal dung and afhes, that manure pro-
duced in the fithing villages, from the mixture of all oily
and fithy fubflances, is ufed. It favours bear and green
crops; but, when ufed much, renders the {oil unfit for pro-
ducing oats. Heace that foil is called poifoned land.  Another
manure is ware and fea-weed. It is brought to land in the
Bay of Nigg, and at the mouth of the harbour principally,
after an agitation of the fea, when the wind blows in points
from the north, round by the weft, to the fouth; that is,
blows from the land 3 fo that the breeze which would carry
a body out to fea on its furface, brings this fubflance, at the
bottom, or {wimming in it, in a contrary direCtion, on fhore;
an obje& fuggefting the manner of the internal motion of
water agitated by wind *, This ware is of three kinds, ob-
tained at different feafons. The firft is the green flake,
which grows in the river, is wafhed down by the {fummer
floods, and is brought afhore at the harbour-mouth. The
fecond kind is compofed of various marine plants torn from
the rocks by the ftorms, and driven to land, from the end of
harveft throughout winter. The laft is the top of the carn
tangle, (fucus digitatus fuppofed), which that plant throws,
commonly in the end of May, or fometimes later, efpecially
with rains or motion of the fea, and is carried to fhors.
The fea-weed produces a crop of bear, a little inferior in

Vour. VIL Cc quality.

* Ip the fame manner, the wind in the points from the ealt
draws into the fea the fand, covering {ones on a thelving bank
when it blows an eafterly ftorm, while it brings wreck wood,
on the furface, afhore.
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quality. It favours the growth and tafte of efculent herbs,
Lime is purchafed about 2s. the boll, Scotch, and 2s. 7d.
Englith, unflaked, nearly 73 cubic feet meafure ; yielding,
the firft, 2 bolls fully, the other near three bolls flaked lime,
and is ufed in different quantities with fuccefs.

Crop 1790.—The proportions of the different kinds of
grain fown, and roots and grafs, with their probable produce,
and the manner in which they are difpofed, are thefe:

362 Acres in oats, may be computed to have produced §
bolls the acre, the produce, or an equivalent, and much more
being confumed by the people.

169 Acres in bear, may have produced 7 bolls the acre,
of which a part is made into meal for ufe, and one half may
be fold to the breweries and diftilleries.

18 Acres in peafe, may have produced 4 bolls the acre,
partly confumed, and partly fold.

54 Acres in potatoes, yielded about 3o bolls the acre, 512
pounds Amfterdam in the boll, a large fhare of which is con-
fumed within the parifh, and 600 or 700 bolls are carried to
Aberdeen market, or exported.

=0 Acres in turnip and in rye grafs; and red and white
clover. ‘

114 Acres, part of which is cut for hay, produced food,
with the pafture, and various fodder, for 46 working oxen,
230 cows, and the young cattle ; the milk of the cows being
ufed in families, employed for rearing calves for breed or
fale, and fold in the fithing villages, or without the parifh.
Few cattle are fed for market, The hill-pafture, along with
the cattle, had only 209 fheep, and 12 goats. From the
crop alfo was the fupport of 87 horfes, almoft all for the
draught. ‘The ploughs wrought by them and cattle are 33,

the wains 5, and carts and carriages for ftones 69-
Caufeway
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Lauyfeway Stones.—Oblong roundith pebbles, from 6 to 12
inches in length, are brought by fea and land carriage from
the fea-fhore, and are exported to different places in England
for ordinary caufeways. The collefting and carriage of a
ton may be 1s. 8d.; and the quantity exported annually
400 tons.

In 1766, the granite quarries by the fea and in the hills
were opened for making caufeway ftones to pave fome fireets
in London. This granite is of a remarkably clofe texture,
and of great harduefs. To this new work 6oc men were
colletted from different places. It led many families to fet-
tle for a time in the parith, and employed fome horfes in
drawing the {tones, where water conveyance could not be
obtained. Decreafing rapidly from 1772, it now engages
only 17 inhabitants, with a few ftrangers. The fhape of the
formed ftone is fomething wedge-like, 12 inches long in the
head, 6 broad, and g deep, being 2 inches leflened in length
and in breadth on the bafe : The fmaller in fimilar propor-
tions, The ton may be made by a man in two days, cofls
25, 6d. befides the expence of powder and tools; and will
pave, according to the fize of the ftones, from 23 to 5 fquare
yards. 3000 ‘Tons are now annually exported to London,
Maidftone, Ramfgate, and other places. The cubic foot
weighs 151 pounds. This new and heavy empleyment re-
quired and introduced a better breed of horfes. The wages
were at firft too high; fo that a man gained 18s. and 20s.
in a week, which did him no good. Except by a few india

viduals, all was {pent,

Fifberies and Salmon Fifbers.~The falmon fifhers, 23 in
number, almoft all of whom have pieces of ground, are en-
gaged in filhing the river and the fea adjacent, and are em-
ployed at vacant hours diligently in cultivating the land.

The
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The manner of their general payment is favourable to oeco-
nomy and exertion. A man has commonly fo many bolls of
meal, money to purchafe boots, a fee, and a premium on the
quantity of fith caught. According to the length of time he
is engaged, and the fuccefs of the fithing, he may gain from
sl to 151 in the feafou. '

Whkite Fifbers.—A greater number is employed in the white
fithing, or that for different kinds of fifh in the fea. In the
villages of Cove, 24 men in 4 boats, befides 14 young and
aged in yauls, are occupied in this manner. Inthe only
other village, of Torry, 36 men are in 6 boats, fithers, and
a&ing as pilots ; and ¢ in youth or age, go to fea occafion-
ally in yauls ; in whole 83. The ordinary fare of pilotage is
6s. The round of fifhing through the year, and different
manner of it, fome particulars of which are applicable to the
eaft coaft of Scotland, are thefe:

In January the haddock has roe, is in good condition, and
ordinarily comes on the coaft in {qualls, Towards March,
the fmall flat fith, falt fluke, and plaife, are in their prime
on the fand bottom. After May, the haddock recruited, and
the whiting good, are taken in moderate quantities, and a
few turbot. From November, the cod, in beft ftate, is
catched on the rocky ground. ‘Thisis the fithing with the
Smatl line, and takes place at different diftances, but common-
ly not far from land. The quantity of line found fuffictent
for a man to manage at {ea and fhore, contains 36 {cores,
720 hooks, (in fummer a few more), one yard diftant from
each other other, on {noods of horfe hair, value 15s.—The
next fithing is with the dog /ine. In Augult frequently the
fca-dog, that voracious fith, confuming all before it, comes to
4 and 3 leagues from fhore, fometimes nearer, and is taken in
confiderable quantities ; 20 yielding, when good, one Scotch

pint
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pint of oil (rod.or 1s.) from the liver; and the fifh being
fold to country people, or dried for ufe. A ftronger line,
with larger hooks, for this fihing, contains 24 {cores, 480
yard diftant, and cofts 10s,—The laft fithing is with the
great line. From March or April, as the weather permits,
it commences. After catching fmall fith for bait, the fither-
men go off farther into the fea, to two and feveral more
leagues from fhore, to find the larger {pecies. The ling is
firlt in good ftate, then the hollobut, (here called turbot),
and afterwards the fkate in May and June. Large cod, cal-
led keilling, are alfo got in {pring and fummer. The lite
for all thefe is of confiderable firength, and contains, at 4%
fathoms diftance from each other, on fnoods of one fathom,
3 {cores, 60 large hooks, in value 25s.—For the {mall fith
they ufe a yaul 17 feet long, 7L value, dividing fometimes
for defpatch into two parties, and taking in a young or old
man when they go fhort way from fhore. But to the dog-
fithing they ufe a boat 23 feet long, by ¢ fully wide, with 2
{mall mafts and fails, 151, in value, and have 6 men. In
this {lender veflel, in which they feek the larger fith towards
fummer, they venture off, with compafs, to the bank, 14 or
15 leagues from land, and draw their lines twice or thrice
before they return.

From the flatement it appears, a filherman needs only
21 10s. for lines; and this fmall outfet, fometimes lefs,
enables him, at the age of 19 or 20, to gain bread as well as
his father, and therefore to marry and raife a family, which
foon he generally does.

The bait for the fmall fith is the limpet, gathered ufually
by the children from the rocks; the fand eel, dug out of the
fand, or caught bchind the mefhes of a net by bafkets; a
worm got in the fand, /yg; fome offals from the butcher-
market falted, and the mufcle. They go to Montrofe, fome
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of them twice or thrice in the fummer, and bring 2 loading
of the boat, at the expence of above 21. to each crew, at
every time. The mufcles, caft upon the rock where the
tide overflows, hold if the weather be fettled, and remain till
ufed. If a ftorm prevents them catching hold, and after
they are expended, it cofts a fifherman from 3d. to 8d. for
others each time he goes to fea; and this often in the winter,
when the fithing of january failing, as it has done thefe feve-
ral years, he will not gain more than their value. The divi-
fion of the catch is one equal fhare to a man, after a feventh
for the boat. The fith are carried to Aberdeen market,
where they bring a price double what it was 3o years ﬁncc;?
but variable with the quality, the rarenefs, and quantity.

Shell Fifb.—About four years ago, a mew method was
brought in at the Cove for catchmg the lobfter, which is
good in fpring, and the crab, which ‘becomes fo in fummer.
A batket, g feet long, 2 feet wide, nearly a cylinder, cutting
a good fetion off for a bafe, is formed of plain wood, in {lits,
for the bottom, and of hoops for the curve, netted over.
From the ends the net-work is wrought inward into a nar.
row entrance for the fifh, bait being hung within to entice
it. It is funk with a weight, having a rope and buoy. Thc
crab enters, falls down, and cannot get out. To the effet
of this imple machine, which cofts 10s. 6d. ihey attribute
the cloathihg of their families after the hardfhips _of' 1783,
and fome following years. That for lobfters is of lefs ﬁzé,
and funk near the rock foot. From 12 at night, in fummer,
to feveral hours into morning, the fitherman goes out to feé,
1ays his line at dawn, which is the beft time for the fifhing,
at flack of ebb or flow, when the current of tide does nc;_t
impede, and returns with his catch. Then he draws his
creels for thell-fith. The woman, who has been from jor4

o’clock
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o'clock carrying home fuel, or engaged at the rocks, bedrs
the fith to market, s miles diftance to fome, and comes back
to houfehold affairs. A boy or girl, from 10, 12, to 14 years
of age, has been employed in gathering bait.  After the ne-
ceflary expences of bait and lines, a man in this hazardous
manner of lifée, with his wife and child, has gained in thefe
feven paft unfavourable years, fcarce 10l annually. During
{fome later months of winter, the fubfiftence of the family has
depended much on the work of the females. Since the com-
mencement of the American and French war 1778, 24 men
have been impreffed or entered to ferve their country in the
fleet from the fither families. In thefe late armaments, their
fithing has been interrupted from fear of their young men
being feized ; and to procure 1o men, inftead of one from
each boat, who have been demanded from them, the crews
have paid 1061. 14s. which exhaufted the fubftance of fome
families, and hung long a debt on others,

Marine Plants.~To help their maintenance, the fifher.
women at times, and alfo fome women of the country, from
the beginning of fummer, go to the rocks at low tide, and
gather the Jucus palmatus, dulle 5 fucus efculentus, badderlock 3
and fucus pinnatifidus, pepper dulfe, which are relifhed in this
part of the country, and fell them.

Kelp.—The fea-ware, or bladder-fucus, grows up in three
years on the rocks round the Nefs and Bay chiefly, to a con=
dition for being cut, dried, and burned into kelp. In 1791,
11 tons, of a fine quality, were made by 33 women, moltly
young women, at 8 d. per day, with the direction of an over-

{eer.

Manufaiture,~The whole female part of the parith, when

not
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not occupied by thefe engagements, or harveft, the mofs,
and domeftic affairs, work at knitting woollen ftockings, the
materials of which they generally receive from manufatturers
in Aberdeen. The work of the few tradefmen and others,
is chiefly for the accommodation of the people.

The male children of the land people, from g and 10 years
old, often herd cattle in fummer, and thofe of all attend
fchool in winter. The female children learn flill earlier to

knit and to read.

Population.—Births, at an average, for 17 years, from 1675
to 1691, - - - - - ‘ 44%
—=— for ¢ years, from 1748 to 1756, - 395

: for g years, from 1783 to 1791, - 30%
In the laft period, proportion of males to females, 15 to 155,
Average of marriages for 8 years of laft period®, 1o. By
Dr Webfter’s lift, in 1755, the numbers were rated at 1289
fouls. In 1791, fouls 10g0.

Number and proportion of males to females, at different pe-
riods of life.

Male, Fem, Excefs. Tot.

In 2 villages, to 10 yearsof age, 62 50 12 males 112

55 58 3 fem. 113

——

—se—— {0 20
to §0 —— ~——— 73 101 28 fem. 174

v sen

—— 30 37 7fem. 67

e . £ O 70

Above, 14 Zo 6 fem. 34

Fo—

(S,

Carried over, Total, 234 2066 500

* Marriages being regiftered frequently in the parifh where
the woman refides, renders the view of them fallacious, except
a diftri@, wherein they all may have been, is taken in.
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Male. Fem.  Excefs, Tot,

Brought over, ‘ 234 20606 500
ﬁnthe country, to 10 yearsof age, 59 71 12 fem. 130

—_— to 20 56 74 18fem. 7130
——————to §0 —— 89 130 41 fem. 219
-————to 70 — 39 39 — 78
~— Above, 20 13 7 males 33

In whoie, 497 593 96 fem. 1090

The famnlxcs, who may be looked upon as having complet~
ed their number, have had children by prefent or former
marnages

57 land famllxes, 40§ children, nearly 7 each.
42 fither families, 314 children, nearly 7; each.

Land families, or pairs of country people married who
have had no children, 7; fither families, who have had no
children, o. Males married, 203 ; unmarried, from 20 years
of age, 51; widowers, 9; widows, of whom 8 had their
hufbands drowned, §2; 1090 perfons are in 265 houfes,
nearly 43 to each houfe. In 3375 acres, the pooulation is
1622 fully in the {quare mile.

Divifirn.—Two heritors not refident. Several feuers of
houfes in Torry and {mall pieces of ground, fome refident,
others not 3 § feuers of confiderable lots of ground, 2 reli-
dent, 2 partly, 1 not.

Perfons farming land, from 301 to 4ol rent, - 8
ditto not refident, - - )
ditto from 81. to 201. rent, 18

Cottagers, 12 overfeers and cottar fervants, 9 ; male fers
vants, 51; female fervants, §1; falmon fitliers, 23; fea
fithers, old and young, 83 1abourers, 473 quarriers, 173

mafons, 2; dykers, 3; butchers partly, 35 fhopkeepers, 2
Vor. VL nd or



210 Statiftical Account

or 3; taylors, 3; black{miths, 4; fhoe and harnefs-makers,
2; carpenters, 3; feamen, 4; ferrymen, 2; cuftom-houfe
officers, 2; cartwright, 13 houfe-carpenter, 1; miller, 1.
Que minifter, 2 f-hoolmafters, one a ftudent of divinity. Sece-
ders, above 18 years of age, 13; KEpifcopalians, 13; Roman
Catholics, 83 and fome who go feldom to any place of worfhip.
Among the land people, there has been a great migration,
moftly down the country towards the coafts ; very little a-
mong the fithers. No land man becomes a fither. From
this place, fome go to learn handicrafts; to manufaQlures, and
abroad. Since 1778, 70 have been, for a longer or thorter
time, {ailors; 44 have {erved in the fleet. Several natives
have applied to thip-building and commerce, with {pirit and
fuccefs.  Mone attach themflves to ftudious engagements,

Rent.—~The valued rent is 15621, 6s. Scots; the real
rent, about gcol. Sterling. Rent of houfes, and fued land
in Torry, is about 9ol. Land, on the fide near Aberdeen,
is let from 21 12s Gd. per acre downward ; for potatoes,
plovghed, with a little atlilonce of carriage, for a crop at 61.
at a medium through the parith, at 20s.; poor ground

lower.

Roads.—Since the divifion of the parifh, many lines of
road huve peen formed, at the expence of the feuers, and with
the ftatate lubour 3 but none {ubftantially completed.

al

Fuel —TDy peat from fome remainder of mofs, and from
mofies in the parith of Banchory Devenick, with fome turf,

and a few coals, the people are expenfively ferved.

Aichoufes —There are 8 or g alehoufes 3 too many :—but
the pulluges over the river at the ferry and bridge occafion
{fomes



of Nigg. 211

fome ; and that ale conflitutes a part of the diet of a fifher-
man, requires others.

Ecclefraflical State—The crown is patron. The church,
anciently called St. Fiacer Church, and the north-eaftmoft
houfe of the parifh, was built before this century, and is de-
cent. The manfe was buile 1759. The fuipend. confifting
of 52 bolls bear and meal, together with the money and al-
lowance for communion elements, may be reckoned Sol.
The glebe of 10 acres inclofed, 181. The fchoolmafter has
a falary of 81, G<. 8d. as feffion clerk and precentor, 21.;
and with perquifites and dues of teaching, 1s. 6d. for Eng-
lith, and 2s. for writing and arithmetic, may comglete 201
He is accommodated with a fchool-houfe and garden. A
fchoolmafter at the Cove, 3 miles diftant from the parochial
fchool, has the fame accommodation, with a fmall gratuity.
Above 70 are taught, befides fome by women.

Poor.—The number of thofe requiring ftated help, or oc-
cafional fupply, is 25, none of whom beg, except one who is
above 80, gocs a little about, from habit. "The funds for their
. 6d. was lefr
to the poor by the Rev. Mr Richard RMaitland, who

{upply are, intereft of gol. of which 271 13
, after
being 40 years Epifcopal minifter here, was ¢jelled, 1710,

J..2 1o Q

Weekly collettions, above gs. each week, - 12 7 o
Colleétions at the communion, - - S 43
Seat rents of a gallery builr with the poor’s money, 4 12 7
For the ufe of the mort-cloth, und other {ources of

charity, - - - - 018 o
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{mall burdens, this fum is diftributed among the poor, who
are fatisfied. They underftand their effe&ts, at death, to be.
long to the funds; but this is rather a preventive of impro-~
per application, than any fource of emolument, there being
feldom occafion to demand hoarded fubftance from relations.
In 1783, by the exertions of charity within the parith, with
a fmall allowance of meal from government, the poor were
fupplied, and fome families extraordinarily helped, without
encroachment on the funds. That feafon increafed the {pi-
rit of induftry, reprefled intemperance, and introduced, by
importation, fome new and earlier kinds of oats into this
country.—In 1787, three fithermen, loft off the Cove, left
{virloxvs, children, and depending relatives, for whom, befides
the colie&tions in this 2nd the neighbouring parith, a fub-
fcription was opened in Aberdeen, and, from the generous
humanity of perfons there, and fome others, near 60 1. were
contributed. 1In 1790, 6 men perithed, leaving § widows
and 23 children, one half helplefs, for whom, by the heri-
tors, by colleCtions in the neareft parifhes, and principally in
Ab»rdeen, above 131 1. were contributed. Both thefe {ums,
under the management of fome gentlemen, do afford an aid
half yearly to the poor families ; and the children are taught
and inured to induftry, promifing to fill the place of their
fathers in an ufeful, and not eafily fupplied employment. In
view to the helplefs condition of a fitherman in old age, any
favings through life being almoft unknown to him, in 1772 a
plan was propofed to the fithers in Torry, to give in 2s. 6.d,
each, and 1 s. annually ; fome captains of {hips, and other_s,
adding a little gratuitonfly. There was an odd 2d. in the
divifion of their pilotage fare, which they added. By the

attention of fome gentlemen, natives of this place, the mo-
ney, allowed to accumulate on intereft, without dlftrlbunon,

sor 30 years, has rifen to 150l and 111 are annuakly divid-
ed;
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ed; 10s. to each old man, and 7s. 1d. to each widow, every
half year. The odd 2d. formerly kept for a drink to the
crew, has been the principal fource of increafe; the means
of a little enjoyment, perhaps of intemperance, becoming
the fupply of indigence. A fimilar inftitution has been com- °
menced lately at the Cove.

Cufloms.—In the month of May, many of the lower ranks
from around the adjacent city, come to drink of a well in
the Bay of Nigg, called Downy-well; and proceeding a little
farther, go over a narrow pafs, The Brigg of ae Hair *, to
Downy-hill, a green ifland in the fea, where young people
cut their favourites names in the {ward. It feems to be the
remains of fome fuperftitious refpe&t to the fountain, and re-
treat of a reputed faint, gone into an innocent amufement.
The Bay, from the corruption probably of his name, was for-
merly called San Fittick’s Bay +. On the fudden death of
their relations, or fear of it, by the fea turning dangerous,
the fither people, efpecially the females, exprefs their {forrow
by exclamation of voice, and gefture of body, like the eaﬁcrn
nations, and thofe in early ftate of civilization.

Antiquities.—Whatever purpofe cairns may have ferved,
the two principal ones here could have anfwered well for
watch towers, and kindling fires on them to advertife the
country, on the approach of hoftile fhips.

A few years ago, in removing the green fod of the eaftmoft of
4 fmall conical hills, above the inner entrance of the harbour,
there was found a broad covering ftone, two fide ftones above
two feet long, and two end ftones fhorter, without mark of

* inftrument,

* Bridge of one hair.
+ Sancus Titticus, or Monfutucus, perhaps.
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inftrument, and within them an urn 6 inches high, formed
of dark baked earth, with a yellowith cruft, figured fimply.
Lately the remaining ruins of an edifice, belonging to the Ab.
bey of Arbroath, were dug up, on the upper part of the
harbour. A burial ground was nigh. Silver pieces, firuck
on Queen Mary’s marriage, 1559, and others, were found.
It retains the name of Abbot’s Walls.

Difadvantages.—On the northern part of the bank, above
the fea, and facing it, in the beginning of harveft, fome years,
the wind, in a fouth-eaft form, carries the fea-{pray up gul-
lies, 'and over the face of the rock, and fome falt dew, a con-
fiderable way on the land, which hurts the crop of ripening
oats. Timely rain may recover it ; if not, it comes to no
farther maturity, and the ftraw is little fit for ufe, being too
laxative. ‘This harm is called blafting. By the temporary
and exceffive gain in bringing to fhore prohibited goods, to
which the feafaring people here are little tempted now, no
folid acquifition was made; it commonly has been fpent to their
moral prejudice: And when one has been hurt in the employ-
ment, he has been left to languith neglected. The poor have
fuftained, for many years paft, the lofs of § per cent. on the
weekly colletions, by bad copper.  Such coin being at laft
refufed, by thofe who, for juft debt, have a right to good
money, muft, in the end, generally be thrown in to the poor
who, in this part of the country, with the fupport of the fick
in the Infirmary of Aberdeen, in the colleftions made for it,
have fuffered much. To injuftice in importing fuch money,
there is inhumanity.

When the fithing of January fails, the fithers are put to
{evere hardfhips in the laft winter months; efpecially the
laying out as much, or more, for mufcle-bait, than they can
gain, difcourages them from going to fea fo frequently, or fo

well
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well prepared 2s they might do. Indeed the condition of
the filhers on this coaft needs to be relieved. A hardy race
of men, more prolific than any other, fo bcheaply out-fitted
to gain bread and raife a family, employed in bringing in an
additional quantity of food, affording fuch a number to the
flcet for our common defence, and giving fuch a fum for
fubftitutes of one from each boat; they certainly deferve
of their country, and do effential fervice. At the fame time,
their gain for a livelihood, were they fenfible of it, is infe-
rior now tc that of many other ways of life ; and by conti-
nuance, they may be tempted, as fome of them elfewhere
have been, to change it for the chance of another. In ad-
dition to fuch gencrous and humane exertions for their fa-
milies on difafter, as have already been made, fcme means
promifing benefit feem to be thefe: To preferve the coafk
open to them for bait; to make the mufcle, for the purpofe
of bait, cheap ; to order the number required from them for
the fleet, fo as to put them no more in fear of impreffing,
which interrupts their bufinefs ; nor to fuch expence for fub-
ftitutes, which has opprefled their families ; to render the
wages of thofe who have died on board his Majefty’s fhips
recoverable at a low expence, which, it is hoped, the bill in-
troduced 5y Mr Dundas will do s and to make prize-money
recoverable.  An experiment might be made to improve the
diftant fithery.  If a few decked veflels, which could wea-
ther a little rough {ea, were employed on the bank, the boats
could depofit their cargoes with them, and could have re-
courle to them in danger, while the crews might fith with
the hand line. The fithers prefently fee 2, 5, 7, and more
Dutch fhips at a time on this bank fo engaged ; and they
obferve them catcning many more cod and ling than thems
felves, which they attribute to the bait being hung at fome
diftance from the bottom by the hand-line, where thefe fith

fwim;



216 Statifsical Account

fwim ; while their own ground lines are fitter for taking
fkate and hollobut, which keep by the bottom.

Melioration—The city of Aberdeen is hemmed in by the
fea on the eaft, by Old Aberdeen on the north, and by the
river Dee on the fouth: It is only open, for any extent, to
the weft. Hence the high rent of land around it, perhaps
among the higheft in the kingdom. It has been often men-
tioned, that eafy accefs to this parith, by a bridge over the
Dee; at the neareft proper fitnation, might enlarge the fpace
of gardening ground. It would certainly tend, in a high
degree, to meliorate the northern fide of this parith. Per-
haps a road to the fouth, lefs fteep than the prefent one up
Tollo-hill, might be the confequence.

The quarries have hurt fome parts of the hill, but there
remains a confiderable range of pafture for theep, and the
introdution of as many as it will carry feems neceflary for
filling fuch a wafte, and for the improvement of the country:
Without a melioration of the roads, horfes will be able to do
little on them in winter; even people can hardly come
through the weftern part of them to church ; fome do not.

Chara&ler~—The people, on the whole, are not defedtive
in bunderﬁanding, and are very induftrious. They are decent;
content with their lot; fober, and charitable: It were to be
wifhed that their impreflions of religion were deeper. No
crime, of 2 heinous nature, has been committed in the me-
mory of any living. Among the fithers, a firife of words
may be at 2 time, which is foon laid 5 they are ready to feize
any thing in the fea, whofe owner is not afcertained, not to
plunder the wreck ; but of taking a2 mufcle from the fea-bed
of another, or keeping back a peany of the common fifh, a
fufpicion was never heard. They are not deftitute of the

fpirit
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fpirit of adventure and {ympathy. On one of the boats off"
the Cove harbour being overturned in a ftorm, the men cling-
ing to the bottom of it ; their companions were juft come in
with hazard from the fame danger, opprefled by toil, and
forrow at the fpeétacle, when one of them faid, ¢« We live
and roufing his fellows by

¢ together, let us die together 3’
his example, run down, launched a boat, and relcued three
out of the four perifhing people.

Vor. VIL. ' Ee NU M.
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NUMBER XX.

PARISH OF BELHELVIE

(County of Aberdeen.—Prefbytery and Synod of Abers
deen.)

By the Revevend Mr ALEXANDER JoHN FoRsYTH.

Situnation.

HIS parifh is fituated in that divifion of the county of
Aberdeen called Formartin, which divifion includes all
the lands on the fea coaft between the rivers Don and Ythan,

Appearance and Soil.—To a firanger who travels on either
of the two principal roads in this parith, the appearance of
the ground is very unfavourable, as he will fee little but
heath and ftones ; notwithftanding which, this parifh, parti-
cularly on the fea coaft, contains many acres of naturally very
fertile land, and capable of producing heavy crops of wheat,
being a rich loam and clay. However, there is but little
wheat fown, owing to improvements here being in their in-
fancy, and to the difficulty of difpofing of it, from the bakers
in Aberdeen obftinately preferring Englifh flour (though of-
ten not fo good) to the flour of wheat produced in their own
country. Befides a fmall quantity of wheat and flax, this
parith produces great crops of oats, bear, turnip, potatoes,
&c. The grain does much more than fupply the inhabitants,

and the ovesplus is fent to the Aberdeen market.
Along
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Along the fea coaft the foil is fandy, and free of rocks; a
Gittle farther up it is a deep black mould or loam, and red
rich clay. The weft part of the parifh is mofly, and wet in
fome parts ; and in other parts dry and rocky, and not fo
much calculated for improvement as the eaft part. There
are hardly any old trees in this diftrit, except a few ftrag-
gling maples (‘acer pfeudo platanus ) and athes, which have
been planted near the houfes, of which the firft feems to
bear the fea air beft. But there have been great forefts of
wood in the mofles ; and, even below the downs, the foil is
of a mofly nature, and has been full of wood. The trees in
the mofles feem to have been all oak and allar, except fome
fir found in the moft wefterly parts of the parith. About
two miles from the fea the oaks have been moft numerous,
and have grown to the largeft fize. Near the fea there has
been little elfe but allar 5 and, though fome of thefe trees
are found below the benty hillocks, yet they have been fmall
in comparifon of thofe a little farther up. The allars, in
general, are much decayed, but the oaks are found almoft
quite found, buried under the mofles. Some of the heritors
are making a few plantations, which are thriving, but require
much trouble, as will always be the cafe in an open country
expofed to the windfs, efpecially when fituated near the fea.

Improvements —Notwithftanding the advantageous fitua-
tion of this parith on the fea coaft, it has long lain in a flate
of nature, owing to particular circumftances. A great part
of the parifh, under the name of the eftate of Belhelvie, be-
longed to the LEarl of Panmuir, being forfeited in 1715, was
purchafed by the York-Building Company. Short leafes
were univerfally granted, and no improvements of confe-
quence took place. If the tenant improved with lime, which
very feldom happened, he took care, when his leafe was

near
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near expired, to take fo many crops of oats as to leave his
ground in as bad, if not in a worfe fate than when he got it.
And it was likewife a general method to pare and burn the
mofly ground, which gave a temporary manure, at the ex-
pence of the foil.  This eftate was in 1782 fold before the
Court of Seflion, in terms of an a&t of Parliament. The
managers of the fale divided it into 16 different lots. It was
expofed at 24 years purchafe, amounting to 22,9631, 1s. 8d.
‘Sterling, and fold for no lefs a fum than 30,745 Sterling.
Since that time, a rapid improvement has taken place both
in that eftate and other parts of the parith. Long leafes, of-
ten 57 years, are given; and the ground, of courfe, is af-
fuming a different appearance. The tenants who have got
the long leafes are ufing quantities of lime, and throwing
great parts of their ground into grafs and turnip. Even the
petty crofters, with liferent or 19 years leafes, have their
patches of fown grafs, turnip, and potatoes; and winter
herding is univerfally cftablithed, which was known of late
years only in this country. A great bar to improvement,
high multures, are moitly taken away ; and the perfonal fer-
wices paid in the parith are very trifling, and in fome places
quite abolithed. 'The greateft drawback to improvement frill
remaining is the cafting, drying, and leading of peats or fuel,
which confumes a great part of the fummer time that might
be much better emnployed, and will continue to do fo while
the price of coals is {o greatly enhanced by a duty which
produces in the north of Scotland very little revenue to Go-
vernment, and yet falls heavy on thofe who pay it, becaufe
it is both a partial and an oppreflive tax.

The wages of a day-labourer is 8 d. fometimes 9d. a day;
and as, in general, they are but indolent workmen, their pay-
ment is not fo fmall, as it will appear to thofe who refide in
England. The women employ themfelves in knitting ftock-

ings,
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ings, to which work they are much attached. And thig
fedentary life fubjects them to nervous complaints, which 3
more altive life would prevent, ‘

Rent.~As there is more firing in this parifh than in the
adjoining ones, a great part of the land is divided into fmall
crofts, for which more rent is paid in proportion than for the
large farms; and the crofters fubfift moftly by day-labour.
There are 16 heritors in the parith, 4 of whom refide in it.
The 6 principal heritors have from gool. to near 70¢ L. Scots
of valued rent each. The valued rent is 44601 13s. 4d.
Scots. The real rent is greatly increafed fince the fale of the
York-Building Company’s eftate ; notwithftanding which,
the tenants are much more thriving, as they do not depend
upon precarious tenures,

Church and School.—The ftipend amounts to 72 1. Sterling,
32 bolls of meal, and 1§ bolls of bear, with a glebe of zbout
=7 acres, The falary of the {choolmafter, including his office
of feffion-clerk, is about 9l. Sterling; and he may draw in
whole, including perquifites, about 16 1. per annum ; a {mall
allowance for fo ufeful a member of fociety.

Population.~In 1755, the numbers were rated at 1471, .
In 1791, they amounted to no more than 1318, bging 586
males, and 732 females ; of which number, g12 are under
20, 324 between 20 and 40, 270 between 40 and 6o, 180
between 6o and 80, and 32 above Yo years of age. There
are of married people, widows, and widowers, 3373 and
thefe have had, in all, 1189 children, of whom §56 are fons,
and 633 daughters. In order to make a more complete
comparifon of the prefent and paft population, there is fub-
joined from the feflion-book a note of the number of bap-

‘ tifms
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tifms for ten years, commencing in 1627, and of baptifmsg
marriages, and deaths, for ten years, commencing in 170qa
and 1780. The account of the baptifms fince 1780 may not
be perfe&tly exalt; becaufe, fince the duty was laid upon the
regiftration of their names, {fome have neglected to get them

vegiftered, but they are not many.

Years.  Bapi, Years. Bapt. Mar. Deaths,
1627, 38 1700, 36 5 16
1623, 24 1701, 33 15 14
1629, 32 1702, 39 8 g
1630, 24 1503, 37 14 20
1631, 42 1704, 50 25 30
1632, 59 1705, 39 10 22
16313, 50 1700, 36 12 20,
1634, 32 1707, 5o 13 13
16335, 20 1708, 51 14 18
1636, 31 1709, 49 6 24
352 420 126 191
1780, 37 12 37
1781, 28 12 23
\ 1782, 28 9 28
Yy 1783, 23 14 36
- 1784, 30 12 32
1785, 37 1§ 30
1786, 18 11 18

1787, 31 10 14 '
1788, 28 19
1789, 38 16
298 110 2350

N U M-
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NUMBER XXIL
PARISH OF BALMACLELLAN.

(Stewartry of Kirkcudbright.—Prefbytery of Kirkcuds
bright.—Synod of Galloway.)

By the Reverend Mr James THOMSON.

Name, &c,

BALMACLELLAN is one of the four parifhes in the
northern diftri¢t of the ftewartry of Kirkcudbright,
commonly known by the name of Glenkens *. This parith,
like fome others in different parts of our ifland, feems to
have derived its name from its ancient proprietors, A con-
fiderable branch of the family of Maclellans having, till lately,
for feveral centuries poffefled the lands contiguous to the
church and village, are fuppofed to have transferred their
name to their property : So that Ba/ in the Gaelic language,
as is believed, implying a townfhip or manor, the compound-
ed name Balmaclellan will therefore fignify the manor or
townthip of the Maclellans.

This clan was at one time fo refpeftable and numerous,
that 13 knights of the name of Maclellan are faid to have
lived at the fame time, poflefled of property in the different

diftricts

* That is, the firath or dales by the fide of the Kenn. Th#
three remaining parifhes of the diftrict are Dalry, Kells, and
Carfephairn.
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diftri€ts of Galloway and Nithfdale ¥, A branch of this
clan was afterwards ennobled by the title of Kirkcudbright.
The honours remain, but the family pofleflions are long fince
alienated.

Bounds.—The parith of Balmaclellan is of an oblong figure.
The river Kenn forms its weftern boundary; and Urr, flowing
from a lake or loch of that name on the eaftern extremity of
the parith, becomes its march for about two thirds of the
whole breadth. The north and fouthern boundaries are
marked by rivulets, which, proceeding generally from the
intervening lakes, fall ditferently towards the Kenn or Urr.

Appearance.—~The furface of the parifh is generally moor-
ith ; and, of the whole, fcarcely one fourth fuppofed arable.
It exhibits more of a level appearance than moft of the pa-
rithes in its neighbourhood. It is not, however, without its
eminences, a confiderable range of pretty high hills ftretch-
ing themfelves along its northern march. From the top of
thefe, although by no means the higheft in this tralt of
country, in ferene weather, may be difcovered the fea at 20
miles diftance, with the larger fhipping of the Solway Frith,
objeéts which, in this inland fituation, deferve not to pafs
without attention. Towards the land, the country generally
opens to a range nearly of the fame extent, prefenting the
obferver with a very enlarged, but rugged landfkip. Hills
rifing behind each other by degrees confound the view, which
is at laft terminated by the lofty topﬁ: of Goatfield in Arran,.
the hill of Enterkin, and the Cumbrian mountains, fome of
which are not lefs than 6o miles diftant.

Of the furface of the parith, about 6o acres are fuppofed
to be covered with wood, and nearly 20 or 25 with water.

' The
* See Crawford’s Peerage, title Kirkeudbright, 4
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The woods, chiefly natural, lie along the banks of the Kenn.
Thefe are well preferved, and in good condition. [hofe
more inland are generally low and feraggy, calculated more
for {helter than for ufe. The locks or lakes are five, vari-
oufly feattered around the hills, plentifully ftocked either
with eels, trout, or pike; and fome with all thefe fpecies in
common. One, in particular, named Loch Brack, zlthough
of very fmall extent, is remarkable for an exceilent fort of
trout, diftinguithed alike for fize and colour, meafuring from
o to 18 inches in length, and many of them weighing 8 or

10 Englith pounds.

Soil and Agriculture.—The foil of this parifh is chicly of
two kinds. The firft, lying along the Kenn, on the weltern
fide of the parifh, is generally dry, light, and gravellilh 3
remarkable for its kindlinefs, and needs only the aflittance cf
fome exciting manure, as lime or marl, to render it p aduc-
tive of the moft abundant crops. This foil, which compre-
hends the principal arable part of the parith, generally reacires
inland to about two miles diftance from the banks of the
Kenn. The other, which cccupies the middle and eafters:
parts, confifts generally of a light, but fometimes of a deeper
mofs, both commonly covered with heath.  Of thele, ths
former is often found mixed with earth, but is commonly {»
ragged and pcrplc\ed with ftones and rock, as to defy cvery
attempt of the plough to better its condition. Even Lere,
however, there are interfperfed parcels of 2 much fuperior
kind, and bet little differing from the foil deforibed on the
weftern fide. On fuch fpots the farm-houtes are generally
£l

planting abuu-

dance of potatoes, of fowing a littie rye, barley, or cats; buw

fet down. ‘There they enjoy the benefit o

thefe laft moft frequently in quantities bv no means fufficient
for the confumption of the farm.
Vor. VIl e Cn



226 Statiftical Account

On the north.eaft extremity of the parith, where the {oil
is good, and the roads open, there is one large farm already
in part covered with lime from Clofeburn, which has yielded
crops by no means inferior to thofe in the moft efteemed
diftricts of the country.

The crops produced in this parith are chiefly oats, rye,
barley, and potatoes, the culture of wheat or turnip having
been but feldom attempted in this diftri€t. The plough is
here drawn generally with three, although now frequently
with two horfes ; and potatoes are beginning to be planted
regularly in drills, {o as to admit of the horfe-hoeing culture.
On the whole, in this interior part of the country, a metho-
dical flile in farming can yet be reckoned only in its infancy ;
and the parifth, according to the prefent mode of cultivation,
is not fuppofed to grow within itfelf above three fourths of
its own confumption.

Trom the defcription already given of the furface of the
parifh, it will be ealily perceived that the greater part is only
zit for pafturage. 'The fheep and black cattle are both efteem-
ed good, being of the true Galloway breed ; and there is a
greater breed of horfes in the parith than might be expeéted
trom the numbers kept.  The little labour required in moft
of theie farms, zdded to the cheapnefs of pafture, generally
difpofes the farmer to turn fome of his mares to breed, which

‘in two or thres years repays him better than any other way
in which he coald have employed his capital. From a pretty
accurate compuiation, there are fuppofed to be in the parifh
8200 fheep, 13549 black cattle, 130 horfes, a few goats, and
not more than a dozen of {wine.

"The valuation of this parifh in the county books is 3481 1.
Scots; the prefent rental nearly 1g9col. Sterling. This is
divided among 14 proprictors, of whom only three are refi-

dent. The principal heritors are the Honourable John Gor-
don
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don of Kenmore, and Alexander Spalding Gordon, Efquire,
of Shirmers, fheriff-depute of Wigton.

Population.—In 1755, the numbers were 534, By a very
accurate account taken in perfon by the prefent minifter, the
population of the parith on the firft day of January 1792
ftood as follows :

Males 231t Of thefe under 10 years of age—Males 41

Females 264 Females 49
Total 495 Total go

Above 7o years of age—Males 13
Females 6

Total 19
Married 155

Unmarried 305 The oldeft man in the parifh s 86, and
Widowers 10 the oldeft woman 8.
Widows 25 Antiburghers - - - 5
—_— Macmillanites - - 3
495

Of the above inhabitants, the greater number live in the
country, there being but oue village in the parifh, viz, that
by the church, and that confifting only of 77 perfons.  The
decreafe of population may be accounted for in different ways,
The engroflment of farms, and increafe of pafturage, dimi-
nifhed the hands neceffary for agriculrure.  'To this may be
joined, as an additional reafon, the change of property.  Of
five families of diftinétion formerly retident within the parith,
the number is now reduced to one. Thele were generally
ferved by a numerous train of dependants, wlio, under the
name of coftars, moftly married, and living therefore in fepa.
rate families, added confiderably to the population of the

neizhbourhood ;
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neighbourhood ; 2" of which have now given place to the
unmarried and domeftic fervant of the farmer. The fup-
preflion of the cottagers is a matter deferving very ferious
confideration : The confequences will foon be feverely felt.

The divifion of labour is fuch as may be expeted in a fo~
ciety who generally live and drefs on their own produétions.
In the parith were formerly accounted about 46 or 5o farms.
Thefe are now held by 30 perfons, who pay of rent as fol-
fows:

From 710l to 201 6
20l. to gol. 10
—— 4o0l. to 6ol 7
—— 6ol to 1001, o)
100l. to 1201, 2
1201, to 150l 3
150l, to 1801 2

Average of perfons to a family, 43.

The average rent fcarcely exceeds 2s. 6d. per acre. The
beft land in the parith lets at about four times that rate,
There are in the parifh 120 families, 3 mills, 2 blackfmiths,
6 weavers, 4 taylors, 4 fhoemakers, 2 carpenters, and I ma-
fon. The wages of houfe-fervants are, men, from 61. to 71.
and women from 31. to 31. 105, a year. 1ay-labourers are
from 8d. to 10d. with, and from 1s. 2d. to 15. 4d. with-
out victuals.

The manners and defcription of the inhabitants of this pa-
sith are fuch as may be expefted from a mixed fociety.
Generally expofed in the open air, and in all varieties of
weather, their bodies acquire a hardinefs unknown to thofe
in a more fedentary fituation. Converfant with a greater
number of cbjeéts, their minds difcover an expanfion of ideas
much beyond the mere manufatturer, or vulgar citizen.
Their prominent virtues are peaceablenefs and {obriety, altho’

by
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by no means deprived of that portion of fpirit which is ne-
ceflary on occafions to affert their rights. Since the com-
mencement of the prefent century, there is no recolletion of
any one having fuffered capital punithmeat, or having fallen
under the imputation of any atrocious crime. There are but
three perfons in the parith who have ever ferved in the army
or navy. The young men gencrally adventure in the civil
line, either in the chara&ter of mechanics or merchants ; of
which laft, the moft are itinerant in the north of England.
There is no foreigner, or any other than natives of Scotland
at prefent refident within the parifh.

Authors.—No writers of very eminent genius can be claim-
ed by this parifh, if it is denied right to Thomas Gordon, the
celebrated author of the Independent Whig. 'This very keen
and acute writer, the fevereft {fcourge of the Englifh hierar-
chy, whom the compilers of the Scotch Encyclopaedia erro-
neoufly ftate as belonging to Kirkcudbright, was certainly a
native either of this or the neighbouring parith of Kells.
Near branches of his family were fettled in both; and it is
not at this day certain, or indeed material, in which of them
he was born.

Church.—The church and manfe of Balmaclellan were
built more than 40 years ago, but have both undergone feve-
ral repairs fince that period. The offices are totally ruin-
ous; they are ordered to be rebuilt the enfuing fummer.
The prefent value of the living is, in money, exactly 75l
and a glebe valued at 20l or 251 a year. The King is

patron.

Regiffers.—So far as can be collefted, except for ten years,
there has been no regular public regifter kept in this parifh,
This
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This was the negleft of former times. DBut a different caufe,
in future, is likely to operate to the fame effect, an act of
Parliament, pafled in the feflions of 1783, impofing a tax of
3 d. on every birth, burial, Chriftening, and marriage. This
tax, trifling in itfelf, has been viewed by the lower people
with a degree of jealoufy very difproportioned to its object.
Perhaps the lownefs of the tax in queftion is the chief reafon
why it cannot be enforced. However this be, the above
mentioned act of Parliament has put an end to the regiiters
in moft of the parifhes of this neighbourhood. The people
refufe to pay. The clerk who would a&t under the act of
Parliament, befides taking out a licence at §s. is bound, un-
der the penalty of 20l. to make faithful return for every
name entered on the regifter; a penalty of gsol. being alfo
impofed on any perfon who fhall prefume to keep a parochial
regifter without cowmplying with the above conditions. So
that in a parifh like this, where the whole duties to Govern.
ment would not amount to more than 4s. 6d. or §s. yearly,
through the refrattorinefs of individuals, and apprehenfion
of penalty, the parifh at large is deprived of a record which
might one day be neceflary for proving their propinquity, or
fecuring their claims.

Poor.—The funds of this parifh, at an average, amount
yearly to about gl. Sterling. This is wholly collefted from
the people at the church-doors, there being no afleflment in
the parith, and the non-refiding heritors contributing feldom
any thing to the relief of the poor. There is alfo a {imall
fund of former favings, amounting to between 601, and 701
lying at intereft in different hands.

The ftated poor are few, at prefent amounting to but about
four or five perfons. They are moftly able ftill to earn the

greater part of their own fubfiftence, But there arc feveral
‘ fupernumeraries
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fapernumeraries dependant on the {eflion from time to time
receiving afliftance, whofe various demands throughout the
year amount to as much or more than thofe of the ordinary

poor.

School.—~1In addition to the legal fchool falary of this parifh,
amounting to about 111 Sterling or thereby, there wasa
few years ago a donation made of §ool. by a native of this
place, a Mr Murdoch late merchant in Glafgow.  This fund
is fecured on land, which, at prefent, is faid to ‘yield more
than s per cent. ; {o that the {chool falary of this parith now
amounts to nearly 36 1. This, however, is the whole income
of the mafter, the terms of the donation not permitting him

to receive wages.

Difadvantages.—The peculiar difadvantages of this parifh
are chiefly of two kinds, neither of which, unfortunately for
it, can well be remedied, viz. its foil, and its local fituation.
Nearly one fourth of the parifth, as before defcribed, being,
from its foil, incapable of culture, is a manifet difadvantage
attached to property in this fituation, and which no efforts
of genius or of induftry can furmount, Even here, however,
there is not wanting {cope for confiderable meliorations. A
fuperior mode of fencing and fubdividing farms, are improve-
ments of which the coarfelt {oils are capable. A little wood
planted in convenient fituations in every farm would gratify
the eye, and, what is of much greater utility, in 12 or 1§
years would proteCt the cattle and flocks, which, for want of
fuch fhelter, in this expofed and bleak fituation often fuffer
materially in time of ftorms. A more liberal mode of build-
ing and repairing farm-houfes, fomewhat removed from the
aukward flovenline(s of former times, are alfo improvements
highly neceflary in this part of the country. To which may

: be
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be added, the evident neceflity of a little more attention in
rendering the feveral farms acceflible by roads. It is almolt
impoflible to conceive how, for centuries, thefe roads have
been permitted to lie in a ftate of nature, unpaffable to any
firanger without a guide, and often to the inhabitant himfelf
without much danger, which in a few days the idle fhepherd
or farm fervant could have repaired.

The other difadvantage of the parifh already hinted, viz.
that of its local fituation, muft for a long time, and indeed
for ever, in a confiderable degree, adt as a bar to the improve-
ment of that part of it whofe foil is abundantly adapted to
agriculture. Almoft 20 miles diftant from lime in every
dire@ion, it is not to be wondered that this fort of impro{ze—
ment has been but partially attempted. The Carlinwark
marl, which is fix miles nearer, and which may be brought
up Loch Kenn to the verge of the parith, together with the
original coft, and the additional expence of water carriage,
is thought to be a manure of too bulky a kind to be carried
to any diftance from the landing place. On the whole, the
attempts both in lime and marl which have been already
made, have, in themftlves, anfwered the moft fanguine ex-
petations. Their diftance, hitherto, is the only objection to
their general introduction in this neighbourhood. It is to be
Loped, however, that the conveniency of better roads, which
is faft taking place, together with a higher {pirit for farming
in general, will combine to refcue this part of the country
from that fupinenefs under which it has hitherto lzboured.

A great advantage to this neighbourhood are its public
roads. The two great roads from Wigton to Edinburgh, and
from Carlinwark and the lower parts of this county to Ayr-
thire, interfe& each other at this point. But what offers
principal advantage is the road propofed to be opened be-
tween Dumfries and Newtonftewart by this pluce. This,

which
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which will fhorten the diftance between thefe two places, by
the odds of nearly 10 or 2 miles, will alfo enfure a large
proportion of the Irith travellers to pafs this way. The
country will be opened up, the value of its productions in-
creafed, and a freer communication with ftrangers will cor=
re@ the operation of local prejudices.

Vor. VIL Cg N U M-
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NUMBER XXIIL
PARISH OF LOCHMABEN.

(County of Dumfries, Diftrict of Annandale.—Pre/by=
tery of Lochmaben.—Synod of Dumfries.)

By the Reverend Mr ANDREW JAFFRAY.

Name, Situation, and Extent.

N the parifh of Lochmaben, there are 7 or 8 lochs, whence
it is moft likely that it derived its name. According to
tradition, there was a nunnery in the largeft of them, where
a caftle afterwards ftood ; and fome, who are acquainted with
the Gaelic, fay, that Lochmaben fignifies the Loch of the
Maidens, or the Loch of the Fair. Lochmaben is fitnated in
Annandale, a diftrilt of the thire of Dumfries, lying along
the banks of the Annan, to the length of about 10 miles,
and in breadth about 3. It is about 8 miles from Dumfries,
and 12 from the town of Annan, where the river runs into
the Solway TFrith.

Town of Lochmaben.—Lochmaben is a royal borough, fup-
pofed to be very aatient, and governed by a provoft, three
baillies, a dean of guild, treafurer, and nine common council
men. There is a charter of novodamus by James VI. dated
the 16th July 1612, giving, as a reafon for the renewal, the
inroads of the Englith, who had plundered and burnt the
town, and deftroyed their records, Tradition fays, that it

waa
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was erefted into a royal borough by Robert Bruce I. King of
Scotland, whofe paternal eftate was the great lordfhip of An-
nandale. He gave the borough lands out of his own eftate.
It has been a town of greater note formerly than now, and
has extenfive borough roods and town commonty. Much
of it is feued off, from which they have but a {mall feu-duty.
There may be about 700 inhabitants in the town and borough
roods.

Linen Manufalture~There is a confiderable manufatture
carried on, in the town and country round it, of coarfe linen
cloth, to the extent of 60,000 yards yearly, which is all fold
into England, moftly unbleached, at from 6 d. to 15. or 13d.
per yard.

Chyrch,—The church is an old Gothic fabric, dedicated
to St. Magdalen. In a bloody family feud, between the
Maxwells of Nith{dale, and the Johnftons of Annandale, it
fuffered much. In an engagement between thefe on a plain
called Dryfe Sands, the Maxwells, who were defeated with
great flaughter, fled, and took fanctuary in the church of
Lochmaben, and were purfued by the Johnftons, who burn- .
ed the church to the ground. This happened about the
year 1591. There appears to have been alfo feveral fmall
chapels in the parith, the veftiges of which now fcarcely re~
main. The ftipend is 1051, The Vifcount of Stormont is
patron.

Caflle at the Town~There is the fite of a very antient
caftle clofe to the town, on a noble fituation, bet\\"een the
caftle and kirk lochs, furrounded by a deep moat and foffe.
Tradition fays, the ftones of it were carried away to build
another caftle. It commands a pleafant profpe& over an ex-
tenfive plain, and was originally the feat of Robert Bruce,

Tord
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Lord of Annandale, before that family came to the crown of
Scotland, They had other two feats, one at Annan, the o-
ther at Hoddam 5 and a very great eftate, which continued in
their pofleflion long after they came to the crown. It is faid,
that Robert Bruce I. king of Scotland, was born in this caf-
tle. The ground on which it ftood belongs now to Robert
Maxwell, Efq; whofe predeceflors have been in pofleflion of
it for 200 years, when David Maxwell their anceftor, was
appointed fub-governor of the Caftle of Lochmaben, by
Lord Maxwell, warden of the Weftern Borders, and keeper
of the faid caftle. There are fuficient documents for this
in the hands of the faid Robert Muxwell, and in the town
books of Lochmaben. The faid Mr Maxwell, and his pre-
deceflors, have been often and long provofts of Lochmaben.

Cafile Lock, and Caftle.—The Caftle Loch is a large and
beautiful fheet of water, lying fouth of the town, in length
2 mile and a half, and in mean breadth a mile, abounding in
a variety of fith. It is affirmed by the fifhermen, that there
are 15 or 16 different kinds fit for the table, among which
there is one that, from every information that can be obtain-
ed, is peculiar to that loch, as it is to be found no where elfe
in Britain. It is called the Pendife or Vendace,{fome fay from
Vendois in France, as being brought from thence by one of
the Jamefes, which is not very probable, as it is found by ex~
perience to die the moment it is touched, and has been at-
tempted to be tranfported to other lochs in the neighbour-
hood, where it has always died. It is gencrally about the
fize of a fmall herring, which it refembles much in external
appearance and in its anatomy ; it has the tafte and flavour
of a frefh herring, not quite fo ftrong, but more delicate, and
is reckoned the moft delicious fith that fvims. They lie in
the deepeft parts of the loch, and are caught with a net.

The
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The pike, which is the tyrant of the lake, deftroys many of
them. We have heard of a freth water herring in Lochlo-
mond, it might be worth while to enquire, whether they are
the fame with our Vendifes. They have the mark of a heart
on the crown of the head.

The caftle ftands upon a peninfula of the loch, and is by
far the largeft and firongeft of any, either on the Englifh or
Scotch borders, next to Carlifle, againft which it was a frontier
garrifon. It was built by Robert Bruce, the firft of that
name king of Scotland. The original caftle occupies about
an acre of ground, and contains three courts, firongly built
of ftone and lime. The walls are twelve feet thick. It was
furrounded by three deep fofles, each of which was filled
with water from the loch, that met on either fide. The
whole fortification may contain 13 acres. The inner foflée
went through the caftle, within which there was a bafon for
holding the boats, to place them out of the reach of the ene-
my, and to fhelter them from the weather. The principal
entry to the caftle feems to have been by water. It has been
a very ftrong place, and, before the invention of cannon,
might be faid to be impregnable. Even in the prefent flate
of fortification, it might be made a place of firength, as it is
furrounded by water and marfhy ground for a mile, and only

a narrow neck of land for the entry. Before the union of
the Crowns, a garrifon of 200 men was confiantly kept in
it. Among the titles of the Marquis of Annandale, he
affumes that of Conftable, or Hereditary Keeper of the
Caftle of Lochmaben. The governor had a falary of 300l
Scotch, (a confiderable fum, it is fuppofed, in thofe days), along
with the fithing of the lochs. Though King James VI. in
the forefaid charter, granted in the vear 1612, gives the fith-
ing of all the lochs to the borough of Lochmaben, yet the
propricetors of the Caftle have always enjoyed the property,

and
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and exclufive privilege of fithing in the Caftle and Mill
Lochs with boats, nets, &c. The great eftate of Murray
Earl of Annandale, of which the Caftle and Barony of Loch-
maben is a part, fell, by {ucceflion, to Murray. Lord Vifcount
Stormonth, who allo claims the title of Hereditary Keeper,
and Conitable of the Caftle of Lochmaben.

Lairdner-mart Cow.—The governor or conftable of the
Caftle, had alfo, for the maintenarce of the garrifon, what
was called Laird a Mairt, or Lairdner Mart Cow, which was
one of the beft fat cows out of every parith in Annandale.
It is not above 6o years fince it was lifted by the Marquis of
Annandale. The converfion of it was 201. Scots, and was
lifted out of 33 parifhes, (which number is now reduced, by
annexations, at the Recformation, to 21); and 39 meadow
geefe and Faffer’s den * hens.  All the parifhes, at that time,
joined in procuring a fufpenfion, which was never recalled,
or any payment demanded fince. The Caiftle has long been
in total ruin, and there is nothing now ftanding but a fmall
part of the heurt of the wall. The fine alhlar work is all
ftript off, and there are few houfes in the neighbourhood, in

"which fome of the ftones are not to be feen. This is much
to be regretted; for had it been left to the devouring teeth of
time alone, it would have been to this day the nobleft ruin
in Scotland. It is furrounded by a large tra&t of land, cal-
led the Caftlemains, in a very uncultivated ftate, in which are
two large lochs. In former times there was a deer park, and
a very extenfive oak foreft. 'Thefe caftles, and this part
of the country in general, were the fcenes of fome of the
heroic ations of the renowned Sir William Wallace of Il

lerdlie.
Lock

* Faffer’s-’en fignifies the evening before Shrove Tuefday.
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TLochmaben Barony, or Four Towns.—Contiguous to the
Caftlemains lies Lochmaben Barony, or, as it is more com-
aonly called, the Four Towns, a very large trat of rich fer-
tile land on the banks of the Annan. The tenants hold their
land by a very fingular and peculiar tenure.— [hey are com=
monly called the King’s kindly tenants. Tlic original pof-
feflors were the garrifon of the Caltle, to whom the lands
were granted for their attendance on the duties of the garri-
fon, or, as fome fay, the domeftic fervants of the caftle,
There are three kinds of tenure of lands in Scotland,
Firfl, The feudal, which prevails over all Scotland, and
indeed over Europe, in different modifications, according
to the different laws and conflitutions of the countries
where it prevails.  Secondly, the Allodial, which, in the Ger~
man language, fignifies free, without paying any quit rent, or
haviog a {uperior 5 and, Thirdly, the Udal, being a right com-
pleat without writing; this obtains in Orkney and Zet-
land, and in the heldings of the Four Towns in the Parifh
of Lochmaben. As to the two firft, antiquarians and laws
yers may inveltigate them ; with refpect to the laft, the lands
of Four Towns were granted by one of our kings to his
houfehold fervants, or garrifon of the Caltle, and the pro-
perty of each being {mall, they were allowed, as a kind of
indulgence, to hold it without the neceflity of charter and
fafine, bare pofleflion being a fufficient title. ‘The tenants paya
fmall rent to the Vifcount of Stormont, but have no charter
or {afine from him. The property of thefe lands is transs
ferred from one perfon to another, by delivery and pofleflion
only; but they muft be entered in the rental in Lord Stor-
mont’s rental-book, which is done without fee or reward.
"The tenants right was renewed by James VI. and Charles II
confirmed by the Court of Seflion, and by a decree of the
Lritith Houle of Peers, the 28th December 1726, and 14th

January
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January 192%. The diftrict is called Four Towns, as coms
prehending four populous villages. Their pofleflions are ge-
nerally fmall. The land on the river fide is rich and fertile,
peculiarly favourable for the growth.of flax, of which they
raife a good quantity. Many of the men are weavers. The
women f{pin their own flax, and a good deal of foreign flax
alfo. Their pofleflions andvaluations are diftinguithed by
acres.  There is a peculiarity in their Jand meafure, and the
ell by which their acres have been meafured (called the Ba-
rony ell), contains 42 inches, whereas the common ell made
ufe of in the country, is only 38 inches.

Four Towns Commonty,.—There was a large and extenfive
commonty contiguous to the Four Towns, which they had
an intereft in. It was divided fome years ago; they had a
large fhare of it, Their feveral fhares are moftly now im-
proven, and are of higher value than their original property
acres. On many of their fhares are built fmall farm houfes;
which has confiderably increafed the number of inhabitants
of the parifh.

Sirnames in the Four Towns.—The prevailing firnames of
this diftri& are, Richardfon, Rae, Kennedy, Nicholfon,
Wright, &c. of which the Richardfons are by far the moft
numerous. They add bye-names or nicknames to diftingui(h
one family from another of the fame name. If pofleffing
the fame lands, from father to {on, for many generations de-
nominates an old family, and gives the appellation of gent/e-
man, here are numbers who have a juft claim to that title,
having poflefled the fame ridges and acres for 5oo years.
Some of thefe names are to be found among the companions
of Wallace and Bruce, in his wars for the recovery of his

antient inheritance of the kingdom of Scotland. They are
now
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now engaged in a procefs of divifion and excambion of their
property lands, which were formerly all run-ridge. 'Lhis,
when finithed, will add much to their advantage, and to the

beauty of the country.
y Y

Rockhall Moat.—There is a moat in the parith, called
Rockhall Moat, of which there are many in this part of
the country, and of the moft remote antiquity. Thisisa
moft beautiful mount of earth, perfectiy round, and termi-
nating in a fharp top; it is larger than mauy or theus, and
is very entire. It ftands on the fide of a ridge of huils, which
feparates Annandale from Nithfdale, and overiooks an ex-
tenfive plain on the foot of the river Nith, part of Galloway,
and all the Solway I'rith. As to the ufe of thefe woats, it
is generally agreed, that the people met on them to make
laws, and adminifter jultice. To this day, the Twelve Kcyé
of the Ifle of Man, who are their parliament, meet on one
of thofe mounts, in the opea air; and fowe of the court-
houfes in England are called the mote, or mute, or moot-hall.
The public courts among the Saxons were called Wirten-mate,
or Witlen-a-gemcte, which was the original of parliameats in
England, according to Rapin.

Soil.—The foil is very rich and fertile on the banks of the
rivers, There are three, viz. Kinnel, Ae, and Dryte, tha
join the Amnnan, ali withiu a ile of one another in this
parith,  Thefc lands are exceedingly rich, but they are
fometiines overflowed in the winter, which adds to their fer-
rility.  The lands on the rifing ground are good, and very
capable of improvement, and raife good crops, when proper-
ly managed. It is all arable, though not yet wholly. i ul-

lage.

Vor. VIL Hh Lime,
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Lime.~The manure made ufe of is lime, brought 12 and
14 miles diftance; the price is 11 d. the Carlifle bufhel, two
of which make one Linlithgow boll.

Coal.—The coal, with which it is burnt, is brought from
England, which is the reafon of the high price. This coal,
when carried by water, is liable to a high duty, There is no
coal on the whole coaft of Galloway, Nichfdale, or Aunan-
dale; they are mottly fupplied with that article from Cum-
berland, on the other fide of the Solway Frith. It is to be
regretted, that the people who live at a great diftance thould,
after flupping and unloading, paying freight, and carrying it
many miles by land, after all be obliged to pay a heavy duty;
while the people who live at the coal-pit thould pay nothing,
and at the fame time all living under the fame king, govern-
ment, and laws. It is aflferted, by thofe who know, that a
farthing on the cart load, at the coal-pit, which would be lit-
tle felt, and eafier colleéted, would bring more money to go-
vernment than all this duty. There have been frequent at-
tempts made to obtain fome redrefs in this matter, but hi-
therto without fuceefs. 'L'he fuel moftly made ufe of in this
part is peat, The mofles are wearing out. Coal that is ufed
for fuel and burning lime, is brought at 30 and 40 miles
diftance by land ; and notwithitanding of the long land car-
riage, there have been great improvements made, by break-
ing up moorith and wild lands, with the afliftnce of lime,
without which one cannot pretend to improve thofe kinds of
ground, to any profit or advantage. The rich lands on the
banks of the rivers, may let for 20s. to 2§s. per acre; the

uplands not fo high.

Farms.—The farms are generally very {mall ; there is on-
. Iy
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ly one in the parifh, the rent of which is 8ol per annum.
This contributes much to the populoufnefs of the parifh.

Mills.—There are two corn mills, which do the moft of
the work in the parifh. There are two lint mills, which are
infufficient to perform the work that would come to them.

Swine.——Swine are become a confiderable article of
comarerce in this country, of late years. Lvery body,
even the cottars, feed {fwine ; many of the farmers § or 6, or
more in the year. When fat, they are fold at between 3l
10s. and 41 Sterling per head, or 31 d. per pound, as un-
cured pork; when falted and dried, they fell at 6d. per
pound. There are people who make a trade of falting and
curing it. It is moftly fold into England ; fome little to [E-
dinburgh. It is a ready money traffic, and brings a deal of
cath into the country. There may be 1000l. worth fold in
this parith annually, befides what is confumed by the inha-
bitants. It is affirmed by fome, who are converfant in that
bufinefs, that from Nith to Sark and Efkfoot, on the border
of England, an extent of country of about 30 miles the
longeft way, and about 16 the Lhorteft, there is above
20,000 L. brought in annually for {wine. They do not breed
many in this parifh. The young ones arc moftly brought
from England.

Salmon Fifhing.—There is a fine falmon fifhing on the
Annan, which belongs moftly to the })ariﬂx of Lochmaben.

In wet feafons the fith are very rich andplentiful. They are

fold, in their feafen, commonly at 3 d. per pound.

Puapulation.—Number of inhabitants in 1753, - 139§
Souls in this parifh, about - - - 3000
Annual
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Annual average of births, - - - 150

of marriages, - - - 18

State of the Poor. —There is a great number of poor in this
parith.  There are 30 on the roll, that are ferved quarterly
out of the public ¢harity, which is but a {mall pittance to'
each, there being no fund or provifion made for their fupport,
but what is colleCted in the church. Thofe that are able are
allowed to beg from door to door; and many ftrollers and
idle vagrants are fuffered to travel in the country, with which
it is greatly opprefled, and by this means the poor of the pa-
rith are robbed of that charity which properly belongs to
them.

School.—There is a legal {chool in the parifh, of 200 merks
of falary. James Richardfon of Reading, in England, mor-
tified, on the 26th of March 1726, the fum of 4o0l. Ster-
ling, in the following manner, viz. zool. to the grammar
{chool of Lochmaben; the intereft of it to be paid to the
mafter, under the obligation of teaching 1o poor fcholars, of
ihe parifh of Lochmaben, Englifh, Latin, writing, and a-
rithmetic, gratis: Another 100l for fupporting a library,
and keeping in repair a good houfe, built by the faid Mr Ris
chardfon, for the ufe of the fchoolmafter, and for preferving,
fupplying, and contipuing the faid library : And the intes
reft of the laft 100l to go for a fchool in Hightae, for the
benefit of the whole Four Towns,

S

NU M-
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NUMBER XXIIL
PARISH OF URRAY:

{ Counties of Rofs and Invernefs.——Prefbytery of Dings
wall.—Synod of Rofs.)

By the Reverend Mr Jorn DowNIE.

Name, Situation, and Extent.

RRAY is compofed of the united parifhes of Urray

and Kilchrift. The former feems to derive its name

from its local fituation. The church and burying-ground
lie on alarge plain, on the banks of the rapid river Orrin, near
its conflux with the Connon. The Orrin has, in the courfe
of ages, evidently fhifted its bed, and its paflable fords, through
every part of that plain, and would repeat its ravages almofk
every {eafon, were it not refirained by the annual exertions
of the furrounding proprictors. Hence it is probable, the
hame is derived from Ur-a, the new ford. Kilchrifl is evi-
dently Cella Chrifti, a burying-ground confecrated to Chrift.—
It is fituated chiefly in the county of Rofs: A fmall part of
it lies in Invernefs-thire. It extends from the Frith of Beauly
6n the fouth, to the north fide of the river Connon, about
» Englith miles in a firaight line, nearly from fouth to north.
Its breadth on the banks of the Connon, from eaft to weft, is
about 6 Englifh miles, but does not exceed 3 towards the
{outhern boundary, along the Frith of Beauly. The inter-
mediate fpace lines the foot of the great chain of mountains
which
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which extend from thence to the weft coaft of Scotland.
There is a davech of land belonging to this parifh in the
valley of Strathconnon, in the bofom of the weftern moun=
tains, at the diftance of 10 computed, or 18 Englifh miles.
It is furrounded by the parith of Contin, and forms a part of
the miffion in that parith.

Surface, Soil, and Climate.—The general face of the parith
prefents a pifiurefque view of corn-fields, intermixed with
barren muir, clumps of natural wood *, rapid ftreams, large
plantations around gentlemen’s feats, with different views of
the two beautiful Friths of Dingwall and Beauly, which,
as canals formed by the hand of nature, and penetrating
for upwards of zo miles into a populous country, invite
the merchant and manufadturer to fettle on their banks.—
The foil is as various as the general face of the ground;
but, on the whole, is warm, dry, and produdtive. The
fields on the flopes of the rifing grounds are compara-
tively of a richer foil than the low ground, except a part of
the eftate of Lovat, which once belonged to the priory of
Beauly, and is a deep, rich, carfe ground. The plains abound
with pebbles, from 4 to 6 or 8 pound weight, evidently
rounded by friGtion, and intermixed with beds of dry fand
and gravel. Hence a confiderable part of the low ground is
barren dry muir, producing only a fhort heath ; and the arable
land (with a few exceptions) of inferior quality to that on the
high lands. On one eftate there are feveral {mall hollows

furrounded

* Every little burn and meadow prefents a buth of natural
wood, confifting moftly of aller, interfperfed with afh. There
are a few bufhes of birch, {fome oaks and willows, Around
gentlemen’s feats there are to be feen large plantations of firs,
and other foreft trees. They continue to plant every year, par-
ticularly Mr Mackenzie of Seaforth, who rears an extenfive nur-
{ery for that purpole,
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furrounded by this dry barren foil, which feem to have been
once {mall lakes, but are now filled with peat mofs. On the
bottom of feveral of them fome ftrata of fhell marl have
been found. Thefe phenomena feem to prove the exiftence
of a general deluge, by which thefe ftones have been round-
ed, and the fhells depofited, There are no lakes or {wampy
ground in the parith, except one large meadow on the banks
of the Connon.—The air is dry, and frce from noxious va-
pours, which conduces greatly to the healthfulnefs of the
climate. No part of the common road, between the Frith of
Beauly and the river Connon, (which is almoft the whole
length of the parifh), feems to be above 5o feet higher than
the furface of the fea. It is defended on the ealt from the
ftorms of the German Ocean by a trat of country, upwards
of 20 miles in extent, towards Tain and Cromarty, on the
north by the hill of Weavas, and on the weft by the great
chain of mountains firetching to the weft coaft. It is worth
remarking, that the weflern mountains make the weather al«
ternately foul and fair on the eaft and weft borders of them,
in {fome meafure imilar to the monfoons on the Malabar and
Coromandel coafts. The weft and fouth-weft winds blow
moft frequently, during which it generally rains on the weft
coaft, and is fair weather on this fide of the hills; or, at
moft, there are only flight occafional thowers. On the other
hand, the eaft wind uniformly brings rain or fleet on the eaft
coaft ; but the {torm dies away in the intermediate hills, and
there is dry weather and funfhine on the weft coaft.

Agriculture, Produce, and Cattle.—Barley, oats, and pota-
toes, are the principal crops *. Moft of the gentlemen have
inclofed

% In the diftri® of which this is a part, from Invernefs
roand by Beauly to Dingwall, grain fells higher than in any
other
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inclofed their farms; and, by putting them into a rotation of
fallow, corn, and green crops, give a laudable example in
agriculture to their tenants. They ufe the Englith plough
with two horfes, without a driver, with moft of the other
inftruments of hufbandry ufed in the Lothians. The tenants,
however, have not yet furmounted their prejudices in favour of
old cuftoms, and are fatisfied with following the mode ufed
by their grand-fires, except in the culture of potatoes, which
has taken place only within the laft 30 years. The lands are
ftill open ; nor do they thew any defire to have them inclo-
fed. They ufe a plough peculiar to the country, drawn for
the moft part by fix fmall oxen, or by two horfes and four
oxen. Almoft every kind of carriage is performed with
carts*. The wheels are timber tumblers, bought at about 2.
the pair, on which are placed frames for the different pur-
pofes, made by the tenants themfelves Horfes are the on-

Iy

other place in the north of Scctland. The reafon is, that it
abounds with licenced ftills, which confume the barley. Itis
the nearelt corn country to a large extent of the well coalt and
Mid Highlands. The Highlanders are fupplied from thence
with oat-meal and whifky : Hence confiderable quantities of
barley and oat-meal are imported by the Friths of Dingwall
and Beauly to a fure and ready market. Home-made barley
of crops 1789 and 1790 fold at 18s. per boll. At the fame
time, barley fold in Murray at 16s. and 16s. 6d. Oat meal
of thefe crops fold at from 16s. to 18s. ¢ ftones barley of
crop 1991, fells at from 18s. 6d. to 205. per boll.  Potatoes
generally fell at from 6d. to 8d. a peck; beef, fromzd. to 4d. a
pound ; mutton and pork at 2} d.; a henat 6d.; chickens at
2d. each; eggs at 15£d. per dozen; a wedder of the country
breed at 6s.

* The great number of cottagers affords lahourers, who are
employed by the proprietors in improving their farms. The
common hire is 6d. a day. 1 harvelt, men and women earn
6d. and, in fome places, their maintenance. Common men-
fervants are hired at 31. a year, women at 1l. 10s. Several
young people of both fexes, and fome married men, go to the
fouth country to earn harveft wages, and return the beginning
of winter,
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Iy cattle whofe numbers can be afcertained with theé greatef
precifion. The tenants (of whom there are 120) keep, at an
average, 4 horfes cach. Some of the cottagers have from x
to 3 horfes. Hence they may be eftimated ‘at 60o. They
are fmall, but hardy, and are reared by the weftern High.
landers, and fold at our markets. The price, till lately, was
from 31. to 41. Within the laft two years, the fouth coun-
try drovers have raifed the price from 1gs. to 20s. a head:
The average value may be computed at 31. It will not be
far wide of the truth to eftimate the number of black cattle
at 10 head each tenant, including his oxen ; and each mailer
at 1, which will amount to 1448, worth gos. each at an
average. Both horfes and black cattle are fent to graze in
the weftern hills, from May to Michaelmas, at about 1s. 6 d.
per head.  Of late, fince fheep-farming is become prevalent
in the Highlands, the price of grazing low country cattle is
raifed to 2s. Horfes are returned in July. to bring home
fuel. If the weather admit of that fervice being foon per-
formed, they are fent back. The refiding heritors keep
about 40 draught horfes, worth 1gl. each, and 250 black
cattle, worth 51l. at an average, befides riding horfes and

wheel carriages.

Rivers and Fifh.—The Beauly empties itfelf into the Frith
of that name at the S. W, point of the parith, and cannot be
faid to belong to it. The Connon interfedts the parith near
the north end, and is compofed of four great branches *.

Vor. VIIL Ii The

* There is a fpring on the bank of the Connon, near the weft
end of the parith, ftrongly impregnated with fulphur. The
water is as clear as any other {pring, but fmells like the {cour-
ings of a foul gun. It is faid to partake of the nawre of Har-
rowgate water, and to be ufeful in fcorbutic complaints and
rheumatifm. Itis of the {fume kind with the much trequented
{pring of Strathpeffer, in the neighibeurhood,
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The Orrin, running from the S. W. falls into the Connotr
at Urray, and inter{ects the parifh from fouth to north.
About two miles welt from Urray, the Garve falls in on the
north fide, which running from W. N. W, rifes on the con~
fines of Lochbroom. Thence g miles farther weft is the
junétion of the other two branches, the Meig and the Lich-
art. 'The former rifes on the borders of Lochcarron to the
W. S. W.; and the fource of the latter is on the confines of
Gairloch to the weft.—The Connon abounds in falmon and
pike. It has few trouts, except, fea-trout in the months of
July and Auguft. A Company from Berwick farms the fal-
mon fithing, along with feveral other fithings in the neigh=
bourhood. During the {pring moaths, and beginning of
fummer, they fend confiderable quantities of kitted falmon to
the London market; but are kind enough, (though againft
their own intereft), to indulge the neighbouring familics
with a competency for their tables at 2d. a pound. But the
tody of the people are more indebted for their fupport, to the
thoals of herrings, which, for the moft part, appear annually
in the Frith of Beauly, at-the ferry of Kecffock. They vifit
us in the beginning of harveft, and fometimes continue tiil
February. They are fmaller and leaner than thofe caught
on the welt coaft, and therefore unfit for the foreign market.
From 14 to 22 fcore were fold for 6d. in the year 1791.
"They ferve the adjacent parts of the counties of Rofs, Inver-
nefs, Nairn, and Moray. People from the braes of Banft,
Aberdeen, and Perth fhires, come to purchafe them. It is
faid, that, in the beginning of the fithing, their entrails have

produced ol ¢ pal in value to the prime coft.

Puel, Riads, and Bridges—Moft of the eftates have moffes
on the adjacent hills, yet the proprictors, in general, ufe
goals along with peuts in theiv own houfes. Except on one

eftatey
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eftate, the mofles are at fuch a diftance, that only two
draughts can be got home in a fummer’s day. The roads
are fteep. No part of a farmer’s work exhaufts his horfes fo
much as the leading of his peats, and that at the time his
horfes ought to be at grafs, Were that impolitic and oppref-
five duty at the Red-head taken off, it were cheaper for the
pooreft tenant in this parith to burn coeals, than to wear out
his horfes leading peats. The poorer part of the cottagers
muft therefore fatisfy themfelyes with fandy clods picked
from the adjacent moors with the breaft {pade.—The great
north road * leading to Sutherland and Caithnefs pafles
through this parifh, and is kept in excellent repair. The
county road, leading to the weft Highlands, was made about
30 years ago, and is kept in tolerable repair as far as the pa-
rith extends. A road begins in this diftrict leading to Fort-
rofe, and another to Cromarty, both eaftward, befides crofs
roads. The whole were made, and are kept in repair by the
fratute labour. The gentlemen of the cou}ny, availling them-
felves of the plenty of hands, are attentive to this branch of
police.—There are two bridges; one of ftone over a branch
of the Orrin ; another over the Orrin itfelf, of timber ; both

built at the expence of the county.
Manufallures,

* There are fome flones flanding on end, about 5 feet above
the ground near Beauly, on the fide of the great north road, Se-
veral cairns or barrows have been lately opened, where human
bones were found ; and the remains of offenfive armour made
of copper, which the gentleman who found them fent to the
Society of Antiquaries at Edinburgh. Ina barrow opened at
Brahan Cafile, an urn was found containing fmall picces of
bones, but was unluckily broken by the inattention ot the la-
bourers. It was made of burnt clay, and beautitully varnithed

. over both within and without. The tower of Fairburn reminds
one of that barbarous period, when every great man {ound it
neceflary to live in a fortrefs,



252 Statiftical Account

Manufaliures —~Small {pots of lint are to be feen on every
farm. Moft of the inhabitants rear fheep, for their wool,
They manufacture both the wool and.the lint for their own
ufe, or for home fale ; but neither in {ufficient quantity for their
own confumpt. A great deal of Englith cloth is every Sun-
day feen at church. The only article in this and the neigh-
bouring parifhes, that can be called 2 manufacture, is diftilling
of aquavitae. There are g licenced ftills in the parith, at 36
gallons each. Highlanders from Lochaber, the extenfive
weft coaft of Rofs-fhire, and the Ifle of Sky, buy the fpirits
at between 105s. and 14s. per Scotch gallon. One man only
in the parifh occupies a ftill without partners. From 5 to
10 or 12 tenants join about one of thefe fills, by which
means each has an opportunity of manufacturing his own
growth of barley; and where that falls fhort of making up
his proportion, he buys from his neighbours. The whole
barley in the parifh is diftilled. Though no feed is left for
the enfuing feafon, yet the whole growth is not equal to the
quantity manufactured into {pirits by ¢ flills. They fay,
that no barley anfwers {o well as the growth of the parifh,
which they attribute to the warmth and drynefs of the foil.
The barley crop is generally allotted for paying the rents.
The principal or only profit refulting from the diftillery is
keeping up the price of grain, and convesting it {peedily in-
to money. The profits otherwife are next to nothing, exe
cept the draff or grains. The only other refource they haye
is from black cattle ; but grafs being {canty, the increafe of
cattle feems hardly fufficient to fupply the wafte of horfes,
few of which are reared in the pariﬂl.

Church, School, and Poor.—The church was built about 12
years ago. It coft gool. Sterling, and was then the moft
clegant and fubftantial building of the kind in the county.
‘ Sincg
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Since that period, fome neighbouring parifhes affirm they
have equalled it at lefs expence. The manfe was built about
42 years ago, and was then the beft in the fynod. Several
others have now outftripped it in elegance and convenience.
Captain Kenneth M¢Kenzie of Cromarty, reprefentative of
the Earls of that name, is patron. This, with feveral other
patronages, was forfeited in 1747, but reftored, along with
the eftate, to the late Lord Macleod, fon to the laft Earl.—
The amount of the ftipend depends on the price of victual.
It confifis of 10 chalders of barley. This, together with the
glebe, may be eftimated at 1401, The decreet of modifica-
tion and locality is dated in 1719.—A clergyman of the Epif-
copal Church of Scotland refides in this parith. .About a
fourth part of the people attend his meeting. He has two
other places of worfhip in the neighbouring parifhes. When
he is abfent, his ordinary hearers attend the parifh church as
punctually as the other parifhioners. There are no diffenters
of any other denomination.— A parochial {chool is eftablifhed,
and well attended. The Society for propagating Chriftian
Knowledge fupport a charity fchool and fpinning miftrefs,
both of which are ufeful.—The poor’s roll contains 62.
There are no funds in the parifh for their fupport, except
the weekly colleftion, and another more general collection
made on the firft Sunday of every quarter, when every indi-
vidual is fuppofed to contribute his mite. The whole amounts
to about 101. Sterling, and is diftributed by the feflion.

Population.—From a roll made up in 1791, there are in the
parifh 1860 perfons, of whom 420 are under 10 years of
age. The average of births for the laft 3 years, while the
prefent incumbent has officiated, is 4o. Of thefe the Epif-
copal clergyman baptifed 10. The average of marriages is
y1. There is no regifter of burials kept in the parith, The

' greag
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great body of the people is divided into two claffes, tenants
and cottagers; or, as the latter are called here, mailers. The
former amount to 120, who rent from §l. to 20l. a year.
Not above two or three pay 30l. The mailers are thofe
poor people who build huts on barren ground, and improve
{pots around them, for which they pay nothing for a ftipu-
lated number of years. The proprietor frequently indulges
them with tools and feed for the firft feafon. After the firft
period is expired, thele crofts are rented at from 3s. to 4os.
a year. Every year produces one or more. of thefe new fet-
tlers. At prefent they confift of 248 families, of whom 148
have fettled within the laft 4c years. From this increafe of
the cottagers, and the great quantity of improved ground, an
increafe of the population has undoubtedly taken place with-
in thefe 20 or 3o years; although there appears to be a de-
creafe upon the whole fince 1755, the return made to Dr
‘Webfter at that period having been 2456. This decreafe
can only be accounted for, by the annual emigrations to the
fouth country in harvelt, and by the great numbers enlifted
into the Highland regiments, at the commencement of the two
laft wars.— The oew [ettlers are not all natives of the parith.
Severals come down from the Hebrides, from the weft coaft,
and mid Highlands, when a fevere feafon has deftroyed their
cattle. This is the reafon, why the number below 10 years
of age is fo high in proportion to the births. ~All the tradef-
men in the parith are included among the mailers. They
confift of 20 weavers, 1 houfe-carpenter, 3 millers, 15 tay-
lors, 2 mafons, 21 brogue or thoemakers. All of them work
for the parifhioners and immediate neighbourhood. No ar-
ticle is manufadured for exportaion. There are alfo in-
cluded in the above number 82 widows, 40 of whom are on
the poor’s roll. But, though thefe laft have feparate huts,
they are not included in the above number of families. One

excile



of Urray. 25¢

¢xcife officer refides in the parifh, but no phyfician, fur-
geon ¥, or man of the law.—There are no inftances of un«
common longevity. There are many vigorous men of 70,
and a very few turned of 8o, but none who have reached go.

Heritors and Rent.—There are 11 proprictors in the parifh,
of whom 3 have their feats in other parithes, and 8 in this.
Of thefe laft, 4 only refide conftantly, and 4 occafionally.
Brahan Caftle is in this parifh, the principal refidence of Mr
Mackenzie of Seaforth.—The valued rent is 25741 8s.
Scotch. The real rent approaches to 20001, Sterling. Few
of the eftates have been meafured. From a grofs computa-
tion from the quantity of feed fown, the average rent will be
about 10s. an acre. The greater part of the rent is reckona
ed in barley and oat-meal. Few, however, choofe to pay in
kind. Hence the rent varies as the price of victual rifes or
falls.  Some proprietors, of late, have paffed from payment
in kind for a fixed rent in money. The proprietors who
live in the parith occupy land of the annual value of gool.
Sterling. " Their families, including fervanis and labourers,
do not exceed 8o perfons. IHence there are about 1800
perfons to be maintained on the produce of 1500l’s worth
of land, befides paying that fum as rent.

Difadvantages

* There being no villages, and few mechanics who follow
fedentary employments, the people work in the open air, and
are, in general, lively and healthy ; except when infe&tious dif-
tempers occur, as happened in the year 1789, when a putrid
{ever was introduced into a poor family ; whence, as from a
centre, it fpread through this and the neighbouring parifhes,
thence to the welt coalt, and at lalt to the Hebrides, marking
its progrefs with dreadful havoc. The gentry inoculate their
children for the fmall-pox with fuccefs, but the great body of
thie people have not furmounted their religious prejudices againft
that innovation. The gout and gravel are not known. Rheu-
matifms are freguent, for which they apply ftrong fpirits to the
part affedted. '
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Difadvantages and Propofed Improvements~This parifh is
too narrow a field for induftry in its prefent fituation, Hence
the people are idle for a confiderable part of the year, efpe-
cially in winter. The proprietors are fenfible of the various
difadvantages arifing from this iource, and that the eftablith-
ment of a manufadture would be the only remedy. But no
perfon has as yet been hardy enough to engage in fuch an
enterprife. It is, indeed, an object only for a Company, en-
dowed with the fpirit of adventure, who would lay their ac-
count with lofs for fome time, till the people had learned the
bufinefs, and become fenfible of its benefit. But, if local
fituation, and numbers of hands, would induce {fuch a Com-
pany to eftablith a manufaéture, perhaps there is no ftation
in Scotland more inviting for a fettlement of that kind.
There are 9 or 10 parifhes, among which this occupies a
central pofition round the heads of the Friths of Dingwall
and Beauly, within fight of each other, containing, at a mo-
derate computation, 15,000 inhabitants, with a well peopled
country for upwards of 20 miles eaftward, towards Cromarty
and Tain. The borough of Dingwall, and village of Beauly,
at the head of their refpective friths, are at the diftance of 9
miles only from each other, either of which, or both, would
be convenient ftations. The communication is eafy, and the
roads good in every direction. The rich corn country of
Moray and Eaft Rofs are wirhin a few hours failing by either
Frith. Were fuch a manufalture eftablifhed, numbers of
poor people from the Highlands and Weftern Iles would
flock to it, rather than attempt crofling the Atlantic. This
is not a matter of conjefture or mere probability. There is
a daily intercourfe between this country and the weft coaft.
Severals from that quarter come down annually to fettle on
the wafte grounds. They fecl themfelves within reach of
their relations and the fepulchres of their fathers. But they

would
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would come much more readily, if to thefe confiderations
were added the profpet of living more comfortably by their
induftry. The only local obftacle to an eftablithment of this
kind, is the fcarcity of fuel. Here one cannot help again
execrating the partial (and it may even be added, iniguitous)
tax on coals imported to the north; which operates as a
dead weight on every attempt towards improvement, It is
hoped, however, that this grievance will be foon alleviated,
by the extenfive plantations of firs laid out within thefe laft
30 years, and every year enlarged.—It has been already ob-
ferved, that the mode of farming amongft the common peo-
ple is far from being improved ; and it may be farther re-
marked, that there feem to be local obftacles to improvement,
which manufaltures only can remove, by introducing riches.
The tenants alledge, that they cannot afford the expence of
inclofing their lands, or of paying intereft for inclofing them
and, even if they were inclofed, they fay, they cannot lie out
of their ordinary crops fo long as would be necefiary to put
their farms in the modern rotation.—Again, foreign manure
cannot be had for improvement, at fuch a price as the tenant
can afford.  Gentlemen who ufe lime for bailding, and ma-
nure, find it cheaper to bring it from Sunderland, than from
any part of Scotland; yet it cofts them from 1o0d. to 1s,
per boll, at the fhip’s fide.  Neither is there any wmarl within
reach.—T lirlage * is alfo complained of as a bar to improve-
ment.

* THirLAGE is an obligation over the poffeffors of lands, to
manufacture all their corns at a certain mill; and feems to have
originated with the great barons, with a view of exatting, for
their own ufe, a {tipulated portion of the produce of the fuii,
whether it was poffeffled by their own immediate tenants, or
given away in feu to their vaffals.  The exadion is called mu/-
ture, and is a real rent, referved to himfelf by the f{uperior,

This rent, on fome eftates, amounts to the 12th, on others to

the 16th, zoth, or z4th part of the unground corn; befides
Vor. VIL Kk about
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ment. When eftates are thirled to the mill of another heriz
tor, the proprietors of the thirled eftates growl at another
man’s reaping a certain part of the produce of their improve-
ments, without contributing to the expence. One mill only
of this defcription is in this parifh. There are two others,
belonging to two different heritors, to which their own
eftates only are thirled. It feems to be a general wifh, that
an equivalent were projected, under the eye of the legifla-
ture, for abolithing this {pecies of vaflalage.

Charaéler.—A fenfe of religion and decency prevails among
the people in general. One man only, within the memory
of tradition, was convifted of a capital crime, and fuffered
for it about 5o years ago. No doubt, fuch a number engaged
in diftilling fpirits, has a tendency to corrupt the morals;
but the bad effe@s of this trade are lefs difcernible than might
be feared. Were the effets worfe than they are, there is a
fatal neceffity of continuing the diftillery, until fome other
manufadture be eftablithed in its ftead, whereby the people
will be enabled to find money to pay their rents. The worft
effet of the great plenty of fpirits is, that dram fhops are fet
up almoft in every village for retail, where young and idle

people

about the 48th part of the meal after grinding. Mills and mul-
tures have been conveyed like other property. The convey-
ance includes grona crefeentia ; fometimes are included inveta et
illata, and whatever tloles fire and water on the eltate. Ul and
avont is alfo fuid to conftitute a right, without any written do-
cument.

The miller’s dues, or the wages for labour, are a feparate
article, confifting of a certain quantity of meal inftantly paid
out of every boll, (as formerly meafured in afcertaining the
multure), both to the head miller and his fubftitute. For this
_paymchy, the millers not only grind the corn, but fupport the
machinery. Often the head miller pays a rent to his landlord
for his place, The multure and miller’s dues are fo heavy,
that, on fome eftates, they amount nearly to the value of the
land rent.
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people convene and get drunk. Thefe tipling huts are kept
by fuch only as are not able to pay a fine, or procure a li-
cence. They are the greateft nuifance in the parith. Itisa
pity that no effeftual mode has as yet been projeéted for {up-
prefling them.

Language.~Gaelic is the vernacular language of the whole
parith, except in gentlemen’s families. ~Several of the inha-
bitants read the Englifh Bible, and can tranfa& bufinefs in
that language ; but they, as well as the bulk of the people,
prefer religious infiruftion in Gaelic; and therefore are at
pains to read the Gaelic New Teftament, and Pfalm Book,
&c. The names of the places are uniformly Gaelic, expref-
five of their fituation, or of {ome circumftance which firuck
the fancy of the original inhabitants, Some names of places
recall to view the family economy of the great Barons,
while the feudal government fubfifted inits full vigour. The
wages of their menial fervants and tradefmen feem to have
been paid in land. Hence we find the Swth’s Croft, the
Arrow-maker’s, the Bow-maker’s, the Waulker’s, the Cook's,
the Baker’s, the Piper’s, the Fiddles's Croft, &c. Of thefe there
are, in this parith, Belnagown, the town of the {miths;
Teanafile, the refidence of the fiddle ; and Cruitach, the field
of the harp, or harper’s field. All the above names, and
more from the fame origin, are to be found near ancient feats.

HU M.
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NUMBER XXIV.

PARISH OF RATHDO.

(County of Mid. Lothian.—Prefbytery of Edinburgh—
Syned of Lothian and Tweeddale.)

By the Reverend Mr JaMES ROBERTSON.

Situation, Extent, Surface, &',

H P EFORE the Reformation, Ratho was a parfonage, un-
B der the provoftry of Corftorphine; and, as every pa-
rith, in times of Popery, had a tutelar faint, that of Ratho
had been dedicated to the Virgin Mary. This appears, not
only from tradition, but from this farther circumftance, that
the confecrated well near the church, a copious fiream of very
pure water, ftill bears the name of the Lady's Well.

The parifh is a litcle more than 4 miles long and about 3%
broad. A narrow irregular corner, which runs very far to
the {outh-weft, and in which there are few inhabitants, if
taken into the computation, would extend the length of the
parifh above a mile farther. The eaft part of it is a fine flat
country, lying exaltly in the middle between the Pentland
Hills and the Frith of Forth, and reaching within 5 miles of
the capital. The weftern part contains feveral fmall hills,
all covered with green, but very rocky. Thofe towards the
porth are all whin-ftone; but the hills of Dalmahoy and
Kaims, on the fouth fide, abound much in frec-ftone.
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Soil and Culture—~The foil of the land is generally a light
loam, with a confiderable mixture of fand in many places.
In fome parts, particularly towards the eaft, it isof a ftronger
quality, and tends to clay, a foil in which wheat and beans
are produced to great advantage. The hufbandry of this pa.
rith has been, for feveral years paft, in a progreflive ftate of
improvement. Confiderable quantities of manure, brought

- regularly from Edinburgh, and abundance of lime in the
near neighbourhood, have contributed much to produce this
happy effet. Several gentlemen in the parith farm on 2
large fcale, and with great fpirit and fuccefs. Their ge-
neral pradtice is, to fummer fallow a large ficld, to manure
it richly, and fow it with wheat, by which they have of pro-
du& generally from ¢ to 12 bolls on the acre. Their {ubfz-
quent crop is commonly beans and peafe ; after which they
‘take a crop of barley or oats, with which they fow grafs
{eeds; they then take one or two crops of hay, and after-
wards keep it fome years in pafture. By this rotation, they
preferve their ground in excellent order. The following is

" given, as one inftance out of many, of the fertility of thefe
lands. Mr Kirkland, two years ago, fummer fallowed and
manured a field of 16 acres; it produced, of good grain, 14
bolls per acre. The price of wheat was fo high that year, -as
to fell from 26s. to 28s. per boll; {o that, from his wheat
and the ftraw, he realized 201, Sterling per acre, i. e. 3201,
on the 16 acres. This fa&t may be depended upon, as the
writer hereof had it from himfelf. Other inftances of great
improvement in hufbandry, and correfponding produce,
might be mentioned ; but this is by no means the general
condition of the parith. Many of the {maller tenants conti-
nue in the old tradt, and thereby retard the progrefs of im-

provement.

Climate,
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Climate, Longevity, &°c.—As there is but a fmall propor-
tion of marfhy ground, the climate is thought, upon the
whole, falutary, and fome parts of it, namely the villages of
Norton and Bonington, both on elevated fituations, and built
on rock, have been reputed to be particularly conducive to
longevity. The incumbent has known many inftances, in
the courfe of his miniftry, of perfons above go years old,
though few now in life have arrived at fo advanced a period.
One inftance, however, of uncommon longevity, deferves
particlar attention.  William Ritchie, now living in Long
Dalmahey, formerly a tenant to the Earl of Morton, and
now fupported by his Lordthip’s bounty, is believed to be at
Ieaft so5 years old. His birth is not to be found in any pa-
rifh record, but may be afcertained from this circumftance:
His brother, Adam Ritchie, cowfeeder in Fountainbridge,
was only three years older than William ; Adam died above
three years ago, aged 106. His age was properly authenti-
cated, and publifhed at the time in the newlpapers. 1his
very old man has been twice married, and has had 22 chil-
dren, alternately fons and daughters. His youngeft fon is at
prefent about 10 years old. The incumbent has baptiz-
ed at leaft two children to him fince he was go years of
age, and his wife has the character of being a very honeft
woman.

Proprictors and Rent.—This parifh is very refpetable in
point of heritors. They are eight in number, and, though not
always refident, have moftly their principal feats here. The
eftate of Hatton, by far the moft confiderable, being nearly
equal, in value and extent, to half the parith, was formerly
the property of the Earl of Lauderdale, and long in the
pofleflion of that noble family. his great eftate was
fold laft fummer, by the prefent Earl, along with the

patronage,
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patronage, to Mifs Scott of Scotftarvet, for 84,000 1.*..—The
Earl of Morton has his principal feat at Dalmahoy, about a
mile eaft from Hatton, The pleafure ground of this place is
more modern, being formed within thefe 5o years, by James
Earl of Morton, P. R. S. and grandfather to the prefent
Earl. Dalmahoy houfe is finely fituated in the middle of a
great park, containing between 400 and goo acres, inclofed
by one of the beft built walls in Scotland, and fubdivided in-
to commodious inclofures, by funk fences and belts of planta-
tion, forming, altogether, a very beautiful and extenfive fcene.
—The other heritors are, Thomas M‘Knight, Efq; of Ratho,
who purchafed that eftate about § years ago, and has already
diftinguifhed himfelf exceedingly, by the uncommon {pirit
with which he condués his improvements, and whereby he
is greatly increafing the value of his property ; Robert Lif=
ton, Efg; of Damhead, at prefent ambaflador from the court
of Britain to that of Stockholm, and juftly diftinguithed for
his abilities in the diplomatic line ;—William Cunningham,
Efy; of Bonington :—Meflrs Alexander Reid of Rathobyres,
and his brother, Cumberland Reid of Gogarbank ; and James
Wilkie portioner of Rathobyres. A fmall proportion of the
land lets as high as two guineas per acre; but thefe are prin-
cipally the grounds round the village. The rent of the pa-
rith, at 2 medium, may be reckoned from 22s. to zg5s. per
acre. The real rent of the whole parith amounts very near-
ly to 5000 l. Sterling ; the valued rent is exaltly 62501 13s.
8 d. Scotch.

Profpects, Pleafure Grounds, &c.—Perhaps no parith in this
country affords more varicd and delightful profpets than
that

* An eftate, equal in extent, value, {ituation, and many other
advantages, is rarely to be found. The principal feat at Hat-
ton is a venerable old houfe, with extenfive gardens, and fur.
rounded with large plantations and inclofures, of at lealt 8oo
acres of ground.
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that of Ratho’; almoft from every part of it, the capital, with
its extenfive environs and furrounding hills, are in full view.
From the {mall eminences in the weft end of the parith, thefe
views appear to the greateft advantage. One of thefe de-
mands particular attention. From the top of the fouth Platt
Hill, immediately above the manfe *, can be pointed out 14
different counties full in view. Some affert, that parts of 16
counties, making one half of Scotland, may be feen from that
fpot. This profpelt gives a full view of the Forth, fromn the
ifland of May towards Stirling ; the coafts of Fife, Kinrofs,
and Clackmannan ; the hills in the fhires of Perth, Stirling,
and Dunbarton, as far as Ben-Lomond ; the three Lothians,
Berwickfhire, &c.—The great road from Edinburgh to Glaf-
gow runs nearly through the middle of the parith, and a.
longft it from Addifton Bridge to Bonington, for more than
two miles, there is one uninterrupted fcene of the moft beau-
tiful and valuable plantation any where to be feen. It com=
prehends the extenfive pleafure grounds of Addifton, Ratho,
Dalmahoy, Hatton, and Bonington.

Church and School.—The church is fituated exaltly 7 miles
weft from Edinburgh. It isvery olfl; but when it was found-
ed is uncertain. The ftipend confifts of § chalders of victual,
581. 8s. 6d. Sterling in money, which, at the county con-
verfion of 10s. §d. per boll, makes the ftipend equal to 100l.
Sterling. But, from the ufual difference between the county
converfion and the felling prices, it is equal to 120 1. commu=

nibus

* There are the remains of two encampmients, both probably
Danifh ; the one on Kaimes Hill, in the fouth-weft corner of
the parifh, the other on ths South Platt Hill, immediately above
the manfe; but the laft, within thefe few years, has been, in a
great meafure, deftroyed, by blowing and carrying off the
ftones for building dikes and other purpofes.
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wibus annis. 'The glebe confifts of near g acres, whereof § is
meadow ground, of no great value; but the whole, with the
manfe and garden, may be reckoned equal to 20l. a year.—
The fchoolmafter’s falary, about 2 § years ago, was only 81
3s. Stcriing. Upon an application to the heritors, they aug-
mented it to 131. 3s. About 10 years ago, the [chool-
mafter being rendered unfit, by age, for the duties of his of-
fice, moft of the heritors vohmtarily agreed to double the
falary, and raifed it to about 24 1. of which 10l. with a free
houfe, was alloted to the old fchoolmalfter for life, and 14l
eftablithed as a falary for an efficient teacher, the choice of
whom was left to the minifter. Ever fince there has been at
Ratho a numerous and thriving {chool ; and within thefe two
years, the heritors have expeanded above 150l. Sterling in
» enlarging the fchoolmatter’s houfe and rebuilding the fchool ;
which is finithed and furnifhed in fo complete a manner, that
it may be confidered as a model for other parts of the couna
try, there being few fuch in Scotland,

Poor.—In the year 1760, the parith had no money at in?
tereft, and not above 1o l. of ftock in the treafurer’s hand
for exigencies. There have been, almolt ever fince, however,
about 40 indigent perfons, at an average; regularly fupplied,
to the extent of near 701, Sterling annually, which {fum has
been produced altogether from weekly colletions at the
church doors. This rbay appear incredible in fo fmall a pa-
rith ; but one circumftance, which deferves to be recorded, to
the honour of the laté noble patron, will explain it. The late
Earl of Lauderdale, who was remarkable, in his rank, for reli-
gious decency,and for hisregular attendance on public ordinan-
ces, gave, evéry Sabbath, a guinea of colletion, and @till more
liberal donations on facramental occafions ; fo that, in the way
of weekly colletion, in little more than 3o years, he gave at

Vor. VII, . L1 leatt
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leaft 15001 Sterling to the fupport of the poor, befides other
extenfive charities in the parith. In this manner have the
poor here been more regularly and amply fupplied than in
moft other parifhes, till within thefe 3 years, when we were
obliged to have recourfe to parochial afleflments, and only
75 1. have hitherto been demanded in that way. The poor
have, of monthly penfion, from 2. 6d. to 6 s. according to
their various exigencies. In the year 1782, there was a vo-
luntary countribution, to the amount of near gol. which,
with their ordinary penfions, fupported them in a pretty com-
fortable way during that very hard year.

Population~With refpect to the number of people, there
has been a confiderable decreafe * fince the commencement of
the prefent incumbent’s miniftry. In the year 1760, the
number was about 1145. At that time, indeed, there were

many

* There is no record kept of burials, but the following table
of births and marriuges, extradted from the minutes of f{eflion,
by the elerk, will fhew that the population has not varied much
thefe lalt 10 years.

MARRIAGES, BirTHS,
From 1 n. 1782, 1o 1/} During the fame period.
ﬁjZ:: 1792, Males. ~ Females. Total.
1782 4 10 16, 26
1783 8 14 16 30
178 5 9 12 21
1;8‘; 6 10 16 26
1786 9 1t 7 18
1787 7 14 1t 25
1788 5 11 10 21
1789 8 11 15 26
1790 10 9 1z 21
179% 3 8 15 23
Total. 65 107 130 237

Average 6} per anin 1075 13 2375
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many people employed carrying on improvements at Dalma-
hoy and other places. They foon began to decreafe, and at
prefent do not exceed 82§ foul:. So great a diminution,
in a parith fo near the capital, in the {pace of little more
than 3o years, may feem furprifing ; but the caufe has ariten
principally from letting the lands in large farms, and turning
much of them into pafture grounds, whereby forne viilages
have been entirely depopulated, and others confiderably re-
duced in numbers. If it be a good maxim, that the riches
of a country confift chiefly in the number of its inhabi-
tants, the policy of the proprietors has not been direted,
in this refpect, to the beft interefts of the parith.  One cir-
cumfltance, indeed, that obftruts the increafe of population
in this diftri&t, is, the great diftance from coals, the parith
being, in this refped, the moft unhappily fituated of any in
the three Lothians. It is equally diftant from the eaft and
weft hills, being between 10 and 12 miles diftant from both;
and many bring them from Bonharr, which is 17 miles dif-
tant, on account of the goodnefs of the roads. This cit-
cumftance muft prove an infurmountable obftacle to the efta.
blithment of manufactures, and confequently to the popula-
tion of this parith ; which, however, upon the whole, has
‘only decreafed 105 within thefe 37 years 5 the number re-
turned to Dr Webfter, in the year 1755, being 930.

Eminent Men.—The immediate predecefior of the prefent
incumbent, was Dr William Wilkie, who, in 1760, was trani-
lated to the profefforfhip of natural philofophy in the uni-
verfity of St. Andrew’s. This gentleman, along with many
peculiarities of charadter, pofiefied much valuable knowl:dge,
and, in point of extent and originality of genius, had per-
haps no fuperior in his time. He was author of the Epige-
niad, an epic poem of great merit, and which, as a monu-

meit
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ment of his poetical abilities, will long do honour to his me:
mory. He wrote alfo a volume of fables, which he dedis
cated to his noble patron, the Earl of Lauderdale. It is per-
haps to be regretted, that many valuable manufcripts of his,
both fcientific and mifcellaneous, have never been pubhﬂ'ned»q'
He died about 18 years ago.

N U M.



of Eaft Monkland, 269

NUMBER XXV,

PARISH OF NEW OR EAST MONKLAND.

(County of Lanark.—Prefbytery of Hamilton.—Synod
of Glafgow and Ayr.)

By My WiLL1aM Mack, Writer in Edinburgh.

Naime, Situation, and Extent.

HE parifhes of Old and New Monkland, were former-
ly united, under the general name of Monkland, from
the Monks of Newbottle, to whom they originally belonged.
But part of it being ereted into a feparate parifh, about the year
1640, it was called Neaw Monkland, and the other diftrit Old
Monkland, for diftin&tion’s fake. In moft writings, however,
the former is called Eaff Monkland, from its being fituated to
the eaft of Old Monkland.—Eaft Monkland is fituated in that
diftri& or fubdivifion of Lanarkfhire, called the Middle Ward,
and is the moft northerly parifh in the county. Itisabout o
miles in length, from eaft to weft, and 7 in breadth about the
middle, but narrower at both ends.

Surface, Sail, Agriculture, Produce, {&'c.—There is neither
hill nor mountain in the whole diftrict, although the greater
part of it lies confiderably above the level of the fea. "The
higheft lands are in the middle of the parifh, and run the
whole length of it, from eaft to weft, declining gently on
each fide to the rivers Calder and Luggie, which are its

fouthern
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fouthern and northern boundaries. The whole is a beautiful
champaign country, agreeably diverfified by vales and gentle
rifings, 'The eaftern part of the parifh is rather encumbered
with mofs.—The foil is various. The north and weft parts of
the parith are the beft, confifting, generally, of a ftrong clay
foil, and, when properly cultivated, yield good crops. The
middle and eaft parts are of a mofly foil, and, in early feafons,
yield good crops of oats and potatecs ; but, in cold late {ea-
fons, feldom ripen well. Wheat, barley, peafe, beans, oats,
flax, clover, and rye-grafs, are fown annually ; but oats are
the moft general crop. Great quantities of flax are raifed
for fale, fome years to the extent of above 100 acres. The
flax is generally fown the fecond year after the lands are bro-
ken up from pafture, after a crop of oats or peafe. An acre
of ground let for flax, brings 5 1. or 61. Sterling of rent for
that year. There are 114 ploughgates of land in the parith.
The ploughgates differ greatly with regard to extent; but,
on an average, may contain from 7o to 8o acres of arable
land, befides pafture and mofs, of which laft there are fome
thoufands of acres in the middle and eaftern parts of the pa-
rith. The eftates of Airdrie, Rothfolloch, Monkland, and
Rochfoles, are greatly improved, well inclofed, and finely
iheltered with large plantations of foreft trees, which thrive
well.  The parifh, in general, is inclofed with ditches and
hedges of white thorn; but many of the hedges are bad,
partly owing to want of care, and partly to the mofly foil of
the higher grounds, where it is found, that thorns never
thrive, and feldom live above 20 years. The beft improved
lands are occupied in pafture, and let yearly to graziers, for
fattening fheep and black cattle. By this method, the lands
are not only improved, but alfo bring more reat, than by
letting them on leafes. DManures of all kinds are rather ex-

penfive,
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penfive, Lime™ is the moft general one. Ploughs of diffe«
rent kinds are ufed, but chiefly the Scotch plough, of a light
conftrudtion, which is moft commonly drawn by 2, {fome-
times 3 horfes, it being now rare to fee 4 horfes yoked in
one plough. From the high prices given for cattle, butter,
and cheefe, the farmers have of late turned their attention
chicfly to the rearing young cows and horfes, and improving
the breed, in which they have made great progrefs. They
pow rear as fine draught horfes and milk cows as any in
Scotland. There are about 200 milk cows kept in the towsn
of Airdrie, which not only fupply the inhabitants with milk,
but have greatly improved the neighbouring fields by their
dung. Potatoest are now become a general crop, and are
ufed both for family ufe and feeding cattle. T'urnip and
cabbage hufbandry are little pra&tifed, though the few trials
made, have fucceeded well. The management of the dairy
is well underftood, and carefully attended to. Cheefe, equal
to Stilton, (perhaps not inferior to Parmefan), is made by
fome families ; but this fuperior kind is moftly made for pri=

vate

* [t is got from the lime.works in Cumbernauld parifh; but
the long carriage makes it very expenfive. This, however, will
be in fome degree remedied, when the Monkland navigation is
Bnifhed, (which it is expeted to be in the courfe of next year),
as lime will then be brought by water carriage. 'The molt ap-
praoved method of ufing lime, is to lay it on the furface fome
years before breaking up. This makes the pafture more valu-
able, and never fais to produce plentiful crops. A confiderable
quantity of dung is got at Airdrie, which fells as high as 20 d.
and 2 s. the {ingle cart-load.

+ They anfwer the purpofe well ; but there is a prejudice a-
gainft the culture of them, that they weaken and impoverifh the
land, although the very reverfe is the fad, as it bas been found,
by every judicious inquirer, that potatoes, mext to peafe and
turnips, are the moll enriching crop that can be put on any foil.
A diteafe in this valuable root has lately made its appearance,
commonly called the curled leaf ; but this difeafe chiefly affeéts
potatoes planted ia wet or low grounds.
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vate ufe. From the vicinity of Glafgow, which is only 16
miles diftant, every article the farmer can fpare, finds a ready
market and a high price.

Heritors and Rent.—There are above 100 heritors in the
parith, befides the feuers of Airdrie after mentioned ; and
as the lands in general are farmed by the proprietors them-
felves, they are better cultivated than could be expelted, if
they were farmed by tenants on fhort leafes. The principal
heritors are Mifles Ifobel, Bethia, and Margaret Aitchifon, of
Rochfolloch and Airdrie, Andrew Stirling of Drumpellier,
John Henry Cochrane of Rochfoles, James Dunlop of Garn-
kirk, Andrew Buchanan of Ardinconnal, William Hamilton
of Wifhaw, and John Nifbet of Cairnhill, Efquires, none of
whom refide in the parifh, but the Mifs Aitchifons, and oc-
cafionally, Mr Cochrane.—The valued rent is 68221. 6.
8d. Scotch. The real rent cannot be afcertained, as the
greater part of the lands are poflcfled by the proprietors ; but
if the whole were rented, the lands might yield between

goool. and Goool. Sterling, and the houfes in the town of
Airdrie about 10001,

Ecclefiaftical State.—The church was rebuilt in the year
1777. It is a very handfome country church, and contains
1200 people. 'The manfe was built about 50 years ago, and
lately got a complete reparation, with a new fet of offices.
The church, with the repairs of the manfe, new {chool-houfe,
and church-yard dike, colt near 1cool. The heritors are
patrons. The ftipend is 8 chalders of oatmeal, or 128 bolls,
and is paid by the College of Glafgow, who are titulars of
the teinds, according to the fiars of the commiffariot of I1a-
milton and Campfie. The minifter is alfo allowed half a
chalder of meal for commurion elements. The glebe, manfe,

and
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and garden, are worth about 15l yearly. When oat-meal
fells at 1s. the peck, which is about the average price, the
whole living is about 1201. yearly. The ftipend has never
been augmented*. A very handfome chapel of eafe was
~built laft year for the accommodation of the town of Airdrie,
by a voluntary fubfcription, and a meeting-houfe, for the
people of the Burgher Aflociation, was lately alfo built at
Airdrie, although there are very few diffenters in the parifh.
"Their congregation is therefore colleéted from neighbouring

parifhes.

Schools and Poor.—There is a public fchool at the parith
church. The falaryis 1. 11s. 11d. with a fchool and
dwelling-houfe, but no garden. This falary, being paid by
more than 1oo heritors, is fcarcely worth collefting. The
fchoolmatter is al{o precentor and feffion clerk. The emo-
luments of thefe offices, though trifling, are better than the
falary, but the whole is a fhameful pittance in fo wealthy a
parith ; and it is a difgrace to the country, that fo ufeful a
body of men are, in Scotland, fo poorly provided for in ge-
neral, and calls loudly for redrefs. There are generally two
fchools in the town of Airdrie; but as they have neither
fchool-houfe nor falary, the teachers continue no longer than
till a better place offers. If one penny upon the pound
Scotch of valued rent, all over Scotland, were levied, along
with the land-tax, and paid to the parochial {fchoolmafters, in

- addition to their prefent trifling falaries, it might make their

* The Reverend Mr Patrick Maxwerr is the prefent ina
cumbent ; he was fettied in the year 1760. and is married, but
has no children. To the great concern of the parithioners, he
has, for fome time paft, been in a bad ftate of health, which
rendered him unfit to draw up the fatiftical account of the pa.
rith, and induced the writer hereof to undertake the talk,

" Vor. VIL M m living
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living more decent, and their ufefulnefs more general. Thid
could be levied without expence, and fuch a trifle would ne-
ver be mifled by the proprietors.—The number of poor on
the parifth roll, are between 40 and so. The fum ditribut-
ed among them, for fome time paft, is about 7of. annually.
The funds for fupplying them do not exceed 1001, the intes
reft of which, with the collettion at the ¢hurch doors, mort-
cloths or pall-dues, proclamations of the banns of marriage,
and an extraordinary colletion on the firft Sabbath of June
yearly, has hitherto raifcd a fum equal to' the yearly diftribu-
tion. There are 4 different charitable focieties in the town
of Airdrie, who have about 500 1. of ftock, and are very ufe-
ful in {upporting poor members. Their funds are well ma-
naged, and increafing yearly. If fuch focieties were efta-
blithed in every parifh, and properly condutted, they would
be very beneficial, particularly in times of dearth, by laying
out their ftock for the purchafe of grain, and felling it to the
poor at prime coft, as was done here in the year 1783, upon
the general failure of the preceding crop*.

Minerals and Mineral Springs.—Coal and iron-flone are,
or may be found, almoft in every farm. The Monkland coal
has been long famed for the quality and richoefs of its feams.
Twenty years ago, coal fold fo low as 6d. the cart load 5 but
fince the Monkland navigation was opened, it fells at 18d.

the

* There are few or no begging poor in the parifli; but no
place of the country is more peltered with vagrants and gyp-
fies, as there is neither work-houfe, jail, nor refident magi-
firate in the parifh. A fet of refpetable conftables who under-
ftood, and could properly exercife, the ample powers committed
to them, might be of great ufe, in cleaning the country of fuch,
vagrants ; but as this office is generally filled by the moft ig-
norant and worthlefs, they are become a auifance inftead of a
benefit
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the cart, weighing 12 cwt, Excellent {mithy coal, and blind
coal for drying grain and malt, are found at Airdrie, and fell
at 2s. 6d. the cart. On account of its fuperior quality, it is
carried 20 miles and upwards round the country. Lime has
been found in the north part of the parifh, but is not wrought
at prefent. There are plenty of free-ffone quarries, and a-
bundance of whin or moor-ftones in every part of the parith.
There are fcveral mineral fprings, chicfly of the chalybeate
kind; but the one called Monkland Well, near Airdrie, is
the moft famous, and has long been ufed fuccefsfully, in
all fcorbutic, fcrophulous, and other cutaneous cafes, and in
complaints of the ftomach and eyes.  About 40 years ago, it
was frequented by the gay and fathionable from all quarters ;
but now only by the poor and lame. But if the rich, who
need a cure, knew the value of this water, they might find
real advantage from it, at a {mall expence, in comparifon of
the Englith watering places, as every accommodation can be
got in the neighbourhood at caly rates.

Roads, Bridges, &'c.—The roads were in a moft wretched
frate, till the year 1772, when the county obtained an act of
Parliament for commuting the ftatute work for money. Since
that period, the roads are greatly improved, and a bridge
built over almoft every rivaulet. The prelent converfion is
15 s. Sterling for each ploughgate of laad, and 18d. for
each houfeholder, which amounts to 100l. or thereby, an-
nually, This fund is managed in the beft manner, and as
there are plenty of excellent materials, few parithes in Scot-
land have fuch good roads. An at was obrained laft {eflion
of Parliament, for making a turnpike road from Edinburgh
to Glafgow, by Bathgate and Airdrie, the tra& of which will
run through this parifh for many miles, and, when finilhed,

will
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will be of the greateft benefit to the country in general, and
this parifh in particular.

Population.—The village, ar, as it is commonly called, the
Zown of Airdrie *, is the only one in the panifh, and ftands
near the fouth-weft extremity, on a beautiful rifing ground,
between two fmall rivulets, regularly built, with wide ftreets,
and extends near an Englith mile in length from eaft to welt.
It had very few inhabitants at the beginning of the prefent
century ; but they are much increafed fince. In the year
1700, there were only 300 examinable perfons ; in the year
1789 they amounted to 11003 and from an adtaal furvey, ta.
ken this prefent year, (1792, there are 1762 fouls in the
town and {uburbs. 1'he number of fouls, in the landward
part of the pariih, 1s not exaltly known; but in the year
1780, there were found ta be 1300 perfons above § years of
age, members of the church of Scotland, befides diflenters.
Auding, therefore, thefe numbers together, with that of the
children below 8 years of age, (who will amount to about
goo more), it is evident, that the population of the whele
pariih cannot be lefs than 3560, which is 847 more than it
was 40 years ago, the return 1o Dr Webtter, in 1755, being
only 2713,

The foilowing table will give a concife view of the {ate of
the population, as well as of the different employmeats of
the inhabitants :

Population

% Tt was, by a& of Pailiament, in the year 1695, erefled in-
to a market town, with the privilege of holding a weekly mar-
ket on Tuefday, and two fairs annually, the one on the third
‘Tuefday of May, and the other on the firlt Tue{day of Novem-
ber, O. 8. A Lammas and Candlemas fair have been added
to the pumber, but the two old fairs are belt frequented.
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Population Table of the Parifb of New Monkland.

Population in 1792, 3560 Wrigbts, - - 21

——- anno 1755, 2713 Coopers, - - 2
—— Weavers, - - 227
Increafe, 847 Shoem:kers, - - 16
Average of births, for 3 Tailore, - - 13
years preceding 1792, 116 Butchers, - - 4
Ditto of deaths ¥, 60 Miliers, - - 14
Ditto of marriages, 36. Bakers, including apprentices, 7
Inkabitants in Airdrie, 176z Candlemakers, - -2
~— in the country, 1800 DBrewers, - - 3
Froprietorsrefiding, above 95 Sadlers, - - 3
non-refiding, 5 Clockmaker, - - 1
Clergyman, - - 1 Iron founder and fervants, 3
Surgeons, - R 3 Stockingmakers, - 25
Druggilts, - - 2 Poor, oa an average, 45
Writer, - - 1 Capital of their funds, L. 100
Mclfengers, - - 2 Annual income and expen-
Schoolmalfters, - - 2 diture, about - L. 70
F«rmcrs, - - 204 Excifeman, - - i
Shopkeepers, grocers, and Diftillers and their fervants, 9
victoal dealers, - 32 Tambourers, (children who
Slaters, - - 5 flower muflin with the
Mafons, - - 16 tambour-needle), - 2oz
Manufaéiures.

* There is no bill of mortality kept in the parifh; but, from
the account of the mort-cloth dues, the average number of
deaths, for thefe 3 years paft, is 4§ yearly, buried at- the parith
church, beflides thofe turied elfewhere, which may be reckoned
about 15 more. The average of marriages, for the fame pe-
riod, is 36 yearly The births are not all 1ecorded ; fome pa-
rents negled it to fave the expence, and fome, from religious
feruples agaml’t the tax. The average number of bapti{ms, re-
corded for the lalt 3 years, is 96 per amzum, but it is fuppofed.
that zo more yearly are not recorded.
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Manufaitures~The diftillery of malt fpirits, brewing of
ale, malting, candle making, and iron founding, are the only
manufatures of conféquénce carried on at Airdrie, as the
weavers and tambourers aré chiefly employed by Glafgow
manufaurers, The diftillery is carried on to a confiderable
amount, there being about 40,000 gallons of proof {pirits
made annually. It is allowed, by judges, that the malt {pi-
vits made at Airdrie are of a peculiar fine quality and flavour ;
and although a fmal] quantity only is ufed here, there is a
conftant demand for it from every part of the country, and
fome of it is exported to America and the Weft Indies on
account of its quality. There are 7 corn mills, 6 lint mills,
and 3 fets of rollers for crufhing malt. The thirlage is no
great hardfhip here, as the multures are generally fmall. On
that account, fome proprietors of mills have allowed them
to fall to ruin,

Charalter.~—-Confidering the number of the inhabitants,
and the want of magiftrates, the morals of the people are
much better than could be expefted. None born in the pa-
rith have ever fuffered either corporal or capital punith
ment. The people, in general, are hofpitable and {ober.
Diflipation is only to be found among a few of the lower
rank, They attend church regularly, and are generally very
clean and well drefled.  As every perfon, who choofes to
work, finds employment, the trades people, in general, are in
eafy circumftances, and appear to be contented. Almoft
gvery tradefman is proprictor of a heufe and garden, which
gives them a natural attachment to the place. The people
of Airdrie feem to have a peculiar foible of keeping a great
number of ufelefs dogs, which are a nuifance to every paf-
fenger, and plainly points out the propriety of 2 tax being
laid on thefe animals,

Mifcellaneous
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Mifcallancous Obfervations—The parith is, on the whole,
thore beautiful than fertile. Tts chief advantages are the
plenty of coals and peats, water and free ftone, good roads,
and cheap living 5 but one great difadvantage is, the diftance
from lime, which is the manure that anfwers the foil beft.
Another difadvantage is, that the College of Glafgow are ti-
tulars of the teinds, which are faid to be mortified by an
act of Parliament, and are therefore not faleable. This, and
feveral neighbouring parifhes, are therefore obliged, éither to
take leafes of their teinds every 19 years, and to pay an ar-
bitrary graffum to the college, or e¢lfe to get them valued by
a procefs before the Court of Seffion, which is attended with
great expence. This calls loudly for redrefs, as it hurts the
fpirit of improving the lands, the College having a right to
the fifth part of the rents, in cafe of a valuation. It would,
therefore, be for the intereft of thefe parithes, as well as of
the College, to apply for an a&t of Parliament to make the
teinds faleable, and to lay out the price upon lands for behoof
of the College, by Commiflioners appointed for that purpofe;
which would not only remedy this grievance, but fecure the
College revenue, encourage agriculture, and prevent many
ekpenﬁve procefles between the College and the landholders.
The parith, in general, is deemed healthy. No epidemical
diftempers are known here. Many perfons now living are
above 8o years of age, and 3 mnear 100. The fmall-pox is
the moft fatal difeafe, as inoculation, by fome fatal prejudice, I
imnot yet become general. Confidering the prodigious num-
ber that Great Britain lofles anaually by this difeafe, a pre.
mivm fhould be given by governmeat, for fome limited time,
to cncourage the general pra&tice of inoculation, amongft
the middling and lower ranks of people. It appears, that
the ancient Celts or Gauls once inhabited this part of the
country, as many places have Gaelic names, {uch as Roch~
folloch,
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folloch, Airdrie, Drumgray, Drumikioch, Ballochnie, &c.
. The only antiquity * worth remarking, is a large artificial
cave, dug out of a bol