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The Loyalists: Who Were They? 

by Gwendolyn Hutchinson 

Editor's note: This article, doted Virginia House of Burgess, men, but most of the Loyalists who 
March 1974,is in the YorkSunbury 
Historical Society Collection, 
MC300, MS22/44,at the Provincial 
Archives of New Brunswick. 

The thirteen British colonies 
were largely self- sufficient in the 
1700's. About nine-tenths of their 
population lived in the countryside. 
There was no peasant class, or at 
least, no peasant class in compari- 
son with that in Europe at the same 
time, starvation was virtually un- 
known; and such home industries as 
spinning, weaving, and the making 
of home and farm implements kept 
the subsistence farmer going.' 

In New England, the people were 
progressive, vigorous, engaged in 
commerce and industry as well as 
agriculture, rather bigotedly 
Protestant and strongly attached to 
their old, inherited rights of 
self-government2 

From these peaceful, sober: 
minded citizens came the two forces 
which were to cause very great suf- 
fering and damage to their country, 
the Whigs and the Tories, who 
eventually emerged as Revolution- 
aries and Loyalists. The latter party, 
undoubtedly the losers of the war, 
and that part of them who were 
exiled to New Brunswick, shall be 
our prime concern. 

When Britain began to levy taxes 
on her colonies which the colonists 
felt were utterly unjustified, the 
conflict began. The Whigs, or Lib- 
erals were the loudest to complain, 
and the Tories, the more conser- 
vative party, sympathized, but felt 
that the situation could be solved 
peacefully. The Tories respected 
wealth and those who had i t  They 
believed in commercial probity, 
hard money, and the Bank of 
England. They envied the easy and 
efficient intimacv between wealth ~~~ ~ 

although setting forth that the sole 
right of levying taxes was vested in 
the legislature of the province of 
Virginia, and protesting against 
English tribunals upon Americans, 
still assured the King of, "our 
inviolable attachment to his sacred 
person and government."' The real 
complaints had not yet begun. 

The great majority of the 
American Tories did not approve of 
the course taken by the British 
government between 1765 and 
1774. They did not deny its legality, 
but they doubted either its wisdom 
or its justice? A contemporary 
observer, who was not a Tory, said 
of them: 

The Loyalists were by far the 
largest party who not only 
expected, but prayed for a 
reconciliation, yet ...all the 
wrongs which were heaped 
upon the children could ... 
entirely alien&e them from 
their parent [England].' 
In 1774, Tories who refused to 

sign a Continental Association, 
made up of Nonimportation, Non- 
exportation, and Nonconsumption 
Agreements, were proclaimed as 
violators, and were sometimes 
tarred and feathered.' The Whigs 
and Tories were separating. At the 
outset of the revolution, the Tories, 
turned Loyalists, made up about one 
third of the total population of the 
revolting colonies, but the number 
dwindled. They were regarded as 
the vilest of traitors and outlaws; 
their estates were confiscated; they 
could not recover their debts.' The 
great majority of men could be 
regarded as indifferent, ready to 
rush along with the successful 
party, yet even among the masses, 
the traditional love of kingship was 
oresent. There were those who OD-

settled in New Brunswick were 
mere place-men: farmers, yeomen, 
cordwainers, and the like. There- 
fore, to state that the Loyalists 
represented, "the very cream of the 
population of the Thirteen 
Colonie~,"~would be a falsehood 
not justified anywhere. In every 

' 
class and walk of life, there were 
men whose strong conservatism, 
devotion to Great Britain and the 
monarchy, or personal self-interest, 
led them to stay with the mother 
c~unt ry . '~  

Americans have tended to see the 
Loyalists as hopeless reactionaries, 
if they considered them at all, while 
Canadians have tended to hold them 
up as the expression of nearly every 
virtue -highly educated, morally 
upright, sternly adhering to duty 
and patriotic." They were a little of 
both of these opinions, but not 
wholly one or the other. The 
Loyalists simply represented the 
conservative and moderate element 
in the revolting states, who, at the 
thought of civil tumult turned away 
and tried to run their lives normally. 
But this they could not do. If the 
revolutionaries had armies and 
subjected the Loyalists to terrible 
torture, so the Loyalists had to fight 
back, to try to keep their counby 
under the hand of the king as well 
as to defend themselves and their . 
families. 

In the beginning, Boston was the 
headquarters from which the 
Loyalists operated, but the British 
hoops were forced to evacuate from 
Boston, and the many refugees were 
forced to flee. Many went to 
Halifax. From there, some sailed for 
England, some tried to return to 
their homes where they were put 
into gaol, and some remained in 
Halifax." Likewise, from Georgia 
and New York, where British troop 
strength was strong, came many of 
the Loyalist refugees." With the 
lessening power of the British 

~ ~ - ~ - ~  

and government in England.] But posed the Revolution because their 
they did not believe that they should livelihood depended on the British 
be made to pay large taxes drdered system, for example the royal 
by Britain. In May, 1769, the officers and the Anglican clergy- 
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forces throughout the American 
colonies, the supporters moved 
within the British military lines of 
New York for protection.I4 The 
decisive outcome left no choice for 
the refugees. Those who could not 
safely return to their homes were 
forced to move into the provinces of 
North America, most notably Nova 
Scotia, where the crown still ruled. 

Nova Scotia became the logical 
place for the refugees to go, because 
it was the nearest British territory to 
New York. Canada was too far 
away, unknown and inhabited by 
French settlers, whose language, 
customs, and religion were different 
from those of the majority of the 
Loyalists. Florida and the West 
lndies were also possible places of 
refuge, but they were too far away, 
and the tropical climate brought 
danger of disease, especially yellow 
fever." So Nova Scotia became the 
most desirable home for the 
Loyalists. They felt that along the 
river valleys and coast lines, they 
could find suitable places for 
settlement. 

The Loyalists were not to find 
themselves in such an easy position 
as they had believed themselves to 
be in. Governor Parr of Nova 
Scotia, in writing to Sir Guy 
Carleton to approve of the arrival of 
the Loyalists, said: 

...there is not any houses or 
cover to put them under 
shelter, this town is already so 
crowded that ...a body of the 
Recruits of the Army are 
hutted in the woods ... and 
when I add the scarcity and 
difficulty of providing fuel 
and lumber for building which 
is still greater, the many 
inconveniences and great 
distress these people must 
suffer ...what I have said of 
this town may be applied to 
any other part of the 
province.I6 
Still, the people came. There 

were three fleets which carried 
them: with the spring fleet arrived 

about three thousand people; with 
the summer fleet not quite two 
thousand; and with the autumn 
fleet, well over three thousand. Of 
those who came in the spring or 
summer, most were civilian 
refugees; but of those who arrived 
in the autumn fleet, nearly all were 
disbanded soldiers." While there 
were among these people members 
of the oldest and most famous 
families in British America, the 
majority of the people who came to 
Nova Scotia were of very humble 
origin. The royal officers, the 
wealthy merchants, landowners and 
professional men and the high 
military officers all went directly to 
England to press their claims for 
compensation and to settle.'%e 
common man migrated to British 
North America. The Loyalists had 
been most numerous among the 
classes which had the most to lose 

by the change from sovereignty to 

independence, and least numerous 

among those classes which had the 

least to lose. 


At the time of the Loyalist 
migration to British America, Nova 
Scotia constituted the laud it does 
today, along with the land which 
lies north of the Bay of Fundy now 
known as New Bmnswick, and the 
island of St. John, now Prince 
Edward Island. When about twelve 
thousand people were living north 
of the Bay of Fundy, most of them 
Loyalists who had settled along the 
fertile river valleys and in the 
interior, a new province was 
created, because the settlers found it 
too great a distance to travel to 
Halifax where the government was. 
This new province they called New 
Bmnswick. 

The New Bnrnswick Loyalists 
were made up of officers and men 
of the regiments based in New York 
and the refugees who had fled for 
protection to the British lines when 
New York was the British head- 
quarters. If we examine the occupa- 
tions of the refugees, we will find 
that the illusion that the New 

Bmnswick Loyalists were 
predominantly Harvard graduates is 
untrue. The number of graduates of 
all colleges is insignificant in 
comparison with any one of such 
trades as carpenters, smiths, 
cordwainers, tailors, masons, or 
weavers, and the number of farmers 
among the New Bmnswick 
Loyalists erases the legend that the 
"embattled farmers" were all on the 
American side. They did not fit into 
the categories usually accepted by 
the Americans, that the Loyalists 
belonged to the governing, the 
wealthy, the professional classes, 
the Church of England clergy, and 
the recent immigrants. About ninety 
per cent of the Loyalists were 
American born1' and loved America 
with a sincerity not surpassed by the 
most high-minded Whigs. They 
were strong in their beliefs and their 
religion, and most of the Loyalists 
were of the long established Church 
of England?' Also noticeable in the 
Loyalist population were the 
minority groups, descendants of the 
Dutch and Huguenots from New 
York and Quakers from 
Penn~ylvania.~'People occupied in 
business or commerce, suchas 
merchants, shopkeepers and artisans 
contributed more to the Loyalists 
than did the professional p e ~ p l e ? ~  

In giving out provisions and 
grants of land to the Loyalists in 
New Brunswick, Benjamin Marston 
tells what kind of people they were 
in his diary: 

These poor people are like 
sheep without a shepherd. 
They have no men of abilities 
among them. Their Captains ... 
are of the same class with 
themselves - most of them 
mechanics, some few have 
been ship masters, they are the 
best men that they have ... 
Governor Parr ... might not 
find among them a single 
person to whom to entrust the 
supreme command. Upon the 
whole, considering who they 
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are and what they are put 

together, it is much in their 

favour that we have had no 

great enormities committed 

among us?' 

Disgusted with the classes of 


people that the Loyalists were, and 
not satisfied with the titles they 
were given, Marston goes on to say: 

Sir Guy's commissions have 
made many men here 
gentlemen, and of course their 
wives and daughters ladies, 
which neither nature nor 
education intended for that 
rank." 
The general structure of 

Lnyalism can be seen by looking at 
the number of Loyalists who sent 
claims for compensation to the 
British government?' However, 
realizing that many people did not 
enter claims for one reason or 
another, and that those involved in 
the professions sailed directly to 
England, the number of Loyalists 
who came to New Bmnswick was 
larger and undoubtedly engaged in 
agriculture or commerce. Although 
there were nineteen Gentlemen 
admitted as freemen of Saint John 
in 1785, most of them were 
struggling for their living, either in 
trade or agriculture. Only a few of 
the twenty-four Esquires had 
received any professional training 
in the law. The ten clergymen who 
braved the wilds of New Bmnswick 
could hardly be said to constitute an 
important part of the Loyali~ts?~ 
Always the gentlemen. esquires, 
merchants, and the like are out- 
numbered by the yeomen, cnrd- 
wainers, tailors, labourers, masons, 
blacksmiths, and their fellows?' 
Governor Parr, in observing the 
new province of New Brunswick, 
said, "There is not a sufficient 
proportion of men of education and 
abilities among the present 
adventurer^."^' 

In New Brunswick, two principal 
groups of settlements had 
developed prior to the landimg of 
the Loyalists. One was at the head 

of the Bay of Fundy, and the other 
was on the St. John River, with 
small settlements the five townships 
at the head of the Bay of Fundy, at 
the time the Loyalists arrived was 
not less than 1200, and the English 
speaking population on the St. John 
River was not less than 1300. There 
were about one hundred people at 
Passamaquoddy, one hundred 
people on the Miramichi, half a 
dozen on the Nepisiguit, and on the 
Restigouche, a dozen or more.29 It 
can be seen from this that the 
Loyalists added the greatest number 
to the population of the province, 
since the population of the new 
province of New Brunswick 
reached 12,000 after their arrival. 

Most of the Loyalists clambered 
to the mouth of the St. John River to 
make their homes. As land became 
occupied there, the settlers moved 
farther up the river, to the little 
town of St. Ann's or Maugerville. 
Some settled at Passamaquoddy, on 
the northern rivers, at the town of 
Kingston, at Burton, on the St. 
Croix River at St. Andrews, and in 
the southeast where the old settle- 
ments at the head of the Bay of 
Fundy were located. The town of 
St. Ann's eventually became the 
capital of the province, much to the 
dismay of those who were settled at 
the mouth of the St. John, and 
would have much preferred having 
St. John as the capital. 

Considerable effort has been 
made to determine where the 
majority of the Loyalists in the 
thirteen colonies made their homes. 
Because many of them fought in the 
Carolinas and Georgia, writers have 
supposed that most of them 
originated in the south, but only 
about five per cent came from the 
colonies south of New York and 
New Jersey.'' 

It has been possible to determine 
the former homes of about half of 
the known New Brunswick 
Loyalists. Of these:" 

40% came from New York 
22% came from New Jersey 

12.9% came from Connecticut 
7.7% came from Pennsylvania 
6.1% came from Massachusetts 
2.3% came from Maryland 
1.9% came from Rhode Island 
1.6% came from North Carolina 
1.5% came from South Carolina 
1.2% came from N. Hampshire 

1% came frnm Virginia 

0.3% came from Delaware 

0.3% came from Georgia. 


The greatest proportion of the 
Loyalists came from New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and the 
other middle colonies. Those in the 
regiments of the south made up a 
small part. The Loyalists of New 
England were found mainly among 
the more prominent people who fled 
the country for England at the 
outbreak of hostility. The New 
Brunswick Loyalists frnm New 
York came chiefly from Long 
Island, Staten Island, Westcbester 
and the Dutchess counties. The 
British army in New York had not 
only strengthened the loyalism of 
the Tories, but it had made the 
Whigs more violent against the 
Tories. Had the British held 
Philadelphia for a longer time, the 
same thing would have happened 
there, and the number of Pen- 
nsylvania and Delaware Loyalists 

would have been greater?' 


Three lists, two of incoming 
refugees and one of settled 
Loyalists, give the occupations of 
the persons named. The Unron, one 
of the ships in the Spring Fleet, had 
among its passengers thirty-six 
farmers, eight shoemakers, five 
carpenters, two blacksmiths, two 
seamen, and one of each of these 
occupations, attorney, refiner of 
iron, joiner, mason, wheelwright, 
weaver, cooper. Of the 142 men 
reported by John Smith, New York 
merchant, there were sixty-nine 
farmers, twenty-one shoemakers, 
sixteen carpenters, six weavers, four 
blacksmiths, two of each of these 
occupations, mariners, millers, 
clothiers, masons, gunsmiths, and 
one ship-carpenter, tallow-chandler, 
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merchant, shopkeeper, baker, fisher, 
currier, saddler, painter, potter, and 
schooltea~her.~~ 

After 1785, there were very few 
freemen admitted to the city of St. 
John. In 1786, a few merchants and 
labourers were admitted; in 1790, 
there were a few admissions to 
other categories; and in 1795 came 
a few more entrances to several 
groups, of which the most notice- 
able was that of mariners. From 
1795 on, most of the new freemen 
were sons of the original freemen?' 
The farmers did not seek admittance 
as freemen, but retired to their lands 
where they were preoccupied with 
cultivating and clearing their prop- 
erty. Many carpenters, cordwainers, 
masons, and blacksmiths left the 
city of St. John to relocate farther 
up the St. John River and its 
tributaries. 

Fredericton, St. Andrews, and 
St. Stephen, had no lists of freemen 
because these towns were not 
incorporated, but it seems plausible 
to say that more skilled craftsmen 
lived in these places. in St. Stephen, 
there was a large number of skilled 
craftsmen such as carpenters, smiths 
and artificers from the Civil 
Departments of the Army. St. 
Andrews was more mixed, and 
included artificers from the fort at 
Penohscot, along with fishermen, 
mariners., traders, and shipbuilders 
from outposts along the Maine 
coast. Fredericton had been the 
gathering place of the officers and 
non-commissioned officers of the 
provincial regiments. Many of these 
men had learned trades, and most of 
them had their own farms.35 

That the Loyalists were not all 
of the wealthy classes can be further 
illustrated in the items asked for in 
claims sent to the government. 
Typical claims were for a house,and 
furniture, and either a farm and 
stock, or a shop and tools. 
Numerous people asked for items 
such as, "six sheep well fatted," a 
sloop, eighty-six boxes of soap, 
carpenter's tools, starch and hair 

powder, and one Claimant added, 
"Numbers of other articles which I 
shall thereafter make known."16 

The Loyalists had a difticult task 
settling onto their land. They had to 
clear the land, put up a cabin, plant 
crops, cut wood for daily use, and 
perform many more tasks to keep 
themselves going in the new land. It 
was a hard life, and a step backward 
for the people who had been used to 
the inherited ease and comfort of 
their homes in America. Lord 
Edward Fitzgerald, a major in the 
54th Regiment, who arrived in June 
1788, observed of those who lived 
north of the Bay of Fundy: 

The equality of everybody 
and of their manner of life I 
like very much. There are no 
gentlemen; everybody is on a 
footing (provided he works) 
and wants nothing; every 
man is exactly what he can 
make of himself, or is made 
by industry. The more 
children a man has the better; 
the father has no uneasiness 
about providing for them, as 
this is done by the profit of 
their work." 
In settling in, then, the Loyalists 

may be said to have been happy and 
contented. The work they did to 
make their farms or trades 
successful was family oriented, with 
all members helping. Thus they 
settled to a new life, one quite 
different from that of the Thirteen 
Colonies. In the cities and towns, 
industry thrived. Trade with the 
West lndies returned rum and 
molasses to New Bmnswick. There 
was also the employment offered to 
the labourers, seamen, fishermen, 
lumbermen, and shipbuilders, 
besides the smiths and skilled 
craftsmen. As families grew, they 
spread outward to settle in different 
colonies, and many people died of 
various fevers, cholera, diphtheria, 
or tuberculosis. Despite many 
hardships, political afflictions, 
failures of farms and industries, and 
personal crises, the Loyalists 

formed the backbone of New 
Bmnswick society and became 
"New Bmnswickers." 

These were the people who 
founded our province and declared, 
"Nothing is more earnestly our wish 
than that the most happy and perfect 
union may be preserved betwixt 
Great Britain and her c~lonies."~' 
As can be proved by looking at any 
contemporary record of them, they 
were not wealthy, educated, and 
sternly adhering to duty. They did 
not all belong to the governing 
classes or the Anglican clergy, and 
those that did went directly to 
England, not bothering to enhance 
the wilds of British North America 
with their elite presence. In New 
Bmnswick, they led the life of the 
pioneer, clearing and cultivating the 
land, suffering death and poverty, 
but having good crops and good 
times too. They cannot be portrayed 
as martyrs for Britain, but one 
cannot say that their lives were 
easy. A poet of their time sums 
them up very well: 

Not drooping like poor 
fugitives they came In 
exodus to our Canadian 
wilds. But full of heart and 
hope, with heads erect And 
fearless eyes victorious in 
defeat.'* 

Appendix I 

When the city of St. John was 
incorporated in 1785, over 500 
freemen were admitted, under these 
classification^:'^ 

Yeomen . . .... . . . . . 74 

Carpenters .. .. .. . . . 74 

Cordwainers . . . . . . . . 43 

Merchants .. . . . . . . . 34 

Esquires . . .: .. . . . . . 24 

Tailors . . ... . . ..... 23 

Labourers .... . . . .. . 19 

Gentlemen ... . . .. . . 19 

Masons . . . . . . .... . 18 

Blacksmiths ...... .. 15 

Mariners .... . . ... . 14 

Bakers . . ..... . . . .. 14 
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Shipwrights ........ 13 
rnnnerc 7v--r"." . 
Joiners . . 
Fishermen 
Physicians 
Barkers . 
Painters . 
Innkeepers 

Appendix 11 London, England, 1930, page 259. 
9. llpton, F.L.S., The UnitedEmpire 

An analysis of the occupations 
of those Loyalists who submitted 
claims to the British government is 
given below, and it may reflect the 
structure of Loyalism in general:" 

~&al is ts :Men andMyths, ~ h d  
Copp Clark Publising Co., 
Toronto, 1967, page 9. 

10. Ibid., page 16. 
I I. Evans, G. TheLoyalists, The Copp 

Clark Publishing Co., Toronto, 
1968. oaee IY... -

~ c h o o h a s t e r s  ....... 5 Occupation No,of Claimants 12. Wright, E.C., The Loyalists ofNew 
Tanners ............ 5 Brunswick, E.C. Wright, Fred-
Carhnen ........... 5 
Butchers . . . . . . . . . . .  4 
Brickmakers . . . . . . . .  4 
Hatters . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 
Printers ............ 4 
Saddlers ........... 4 
Cabinetmakers . . . . . .  3 
Gardeners . . . . . . . . . .  3 
Weavers ........... 3 
Grocers ............ 3 
Goldsmiths ......... 3 
Shopkeepers ........ 3 
Blockmakers ........ 2 
Carmen . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 
Curriers ............ 2 
House-carpenters ...... 2 
Silk Dyers .......... 2 
Silversmiths . . . . . . . .  2 

Farmers . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,368 
Commerce 

Artisans ............. 274 
Merchants & 

Shopkeepers ..... 517 
Miscellaneous Innkeepers, 

Seamen, etc. ......92 
.....Combined Commerce 883 

Profession 
Lawyers .............. 55 
Teachers and Professors . 21 

..............Doctors 81 
Anglican Clerics ....... 63 
Other Clerics . . . . . . . . . . .7 
Miscellaneous ......... 26 

Combined Professions . . . .  253 
Officeholders ........... 282 

Surveyors .......... 2 
Tavernkeepers ....... 2 
Tabacconists ........ 2 
Vintners ...... :.... 2 1. 
Auctioneer ......... 1 
Brewer . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 

2.
Chairmakers ........ 1 
Clothier ............ 1 
Coppersmith ........ 1 
Cutter ............. 1 
Farrier ............. 1 3. 
Gunsmith . . . . . . . . . .  I 
Habihnaker ......... 1 
Hairdresser ......... 1 4. 
Mayor ............. 1 
Pilot ............... 1 
Sailmaker . . . . . . . . . .  1 5. 
Sawyer . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
Stonemason ......... 1 6. 
Tallow-Chandler .. : .. 1 
Tidewaiter . . . . . . . . . .  1 
Trader ............. I 7. 
Turner ............. I 
Upholsterer ......... 1 

8.
Victualler .......... I 
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Captain John llamilton 
by Mary Young 

"In memory of Capt. John 
Hamilton, a native of Kingscross 
Arran, Scotland. He was the first 
merchant who settled in Dalhousie 
and along with many benevolent 
actions built St. John's Presbyterian 
Church for which his friends and 
countrymen here thus record their 
gratitude. He passed the last ten 
years of his life in his native land 
and died at lrvine 24th August, 
1848, aged 80 years." 

This inscription is to be found 
on the stone monument to John 
Hamilton which is located near the 
present Court House in Dalhousie 
adjacent to the Dalhousie Cen-
tennial Library. The date at the top 
of the monument is 1851. 

The monument was built in 
Glasgow, Scotland, and brought out 
to Dalhousie. It was erected on land 
which had belonged to Captain 
Hamilton on East Victoria Street. 

His house and land were soldto 
Neill Neilson who had been living 
on Heron Island. He bequeathed the 
property to his son, Robert. 

After the New Bmnswick In-
ternational Paper Company mill was 
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built in town there was a demand 
for building lots and Mr. Neilson 
divided much of his land into lots. 
Houses were being built around the 
monument and the town fathers 
decided to move it to a more 
suitable location in the town park 
east of the Court House. 

Today it is not in a very promi-
nent place since the Centennial 
Library was built on Adelaide Street 
on land belonging to the park. So, 
the monument is behind the library, 
near the entrance to the children's 
library entrance. However, it is in 
very good condition after 130 years. 

He built the first church. on land 
now occupied by the Riverview 
Cemetery. The church burned and 
the presbyterians built their next 
church on the comer of Adelaide 
and Bmnswick. The second church 
burned and the present church on 
that site was built in 1906 which is 
St. John's United Church. 

In the Riverview Cemetery there 
is a monument to Mary Hamilton, 
third daughter of Captain John 
Hamilton, wife of Peter Stewart. 
We do not seem to be able to find 
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any more information about Captain 
John Hamilton's family such as, the 
number of children, where they 
lived after their parent's went back 
to Scotland around 1838 and so on. 
Perhaps all of the family except 
Mary went back to the old country. 

We know that John Hamilton 
had several lots when the town was 
divided, according to the map of 
1832. 

In an article researched and 
written by Herman Morin for the 
Dalhousie Diamond Jubilee book 
dated 1965, he says: Grants of land 
withim what are now defmed as the 
town limits were obtained very 
early in 1800 and the fust one was 
the Perry grant. This included 
everything east of a l i e  drawn from 
Barberie's Cove (then AneneauYs) 
to the upper end of Douglas Island 
then called Indian Island. This is no 
longer in existence. It has been 
transformed to a site for warehouses 
and the Common User Dock. 

Included in the f m t  survey at 
that time were two lots to the south 
which are of interest. Lot number 
one, then granted to Louis Ar-
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Descendants of Arthur W Niclrolson 

GenerationNo. 1 

I. ARTHURW' NICHOLSONwas born February 1745146 in Co. Leitrim Ireland, and died March 22, 1822 in 
Connell, Car. Co. N.B.'. He met ($)-ELIZABETH in York Co. N.B. daughter of WILLIAM LAWRENCE LAWRENCE 
and MARGARET She died November 26, 1827 in Presque lsle NB ( City Gazene- Saint John)'. LAWRENCE. He 
married (2) ELLINORHENRYMarch 17, 1779 in Southhampton, LI. N.Y.'. She died May 02. 1786 in Kings 
Co. N.B.. 

Notes for ARTHUR W NICHOLSON: 
Nicholson, Arthur, collector of customs,land SUN or and JP; b. Co. Leitrim, 1746; m. 
1st. 1779, Ellen Henry, in long Island, N.Y.., andl1&1787, Elizabeth Lawren* d. Carleton Co. N.B.cI822 
Prior to the American Revolutionary War, Arthur Nicholson was a cornet in the 17th. Light Dragoons, then 
serving in Ireland His regiment was sent to America and he fought in the Battle of Bunker Hill. He had more 
than twenty years of army service 
when he came ro New Brunswick afler the war and settled with his regiment (Kings American Dragoons) at 
Prince William, N.B. 
In 1788 Nicholson was appointed collecty ofcustoms at Miramichi, as well as a deputy land surveyor and 
Justice of the Peace (JP). 
He was one of seven magistrates present at the tint session of the Nwthwnberland County Court of the Quarter 
Sessions in 1789 and one of only two justices to attend all sessions of the court W e e n 1789 and 1793. During 
this period he acted as 
county clerk, but he did not baxrme a permanent settler. 
Nicholson was named adjutant ofthe King's New Brinswick Regiment when it was raised in 1794. He settled 
near the Presque lsle garrison but retired permanently born army life a few years afterwards. He later taught 
school in Northhampton and Waketield 
parishes in Carleton County. He died before 25 March 1822, when a notice concerning his atate wasdated for 
publication in The Royal Gazette. 
There were hvo children born of Nicholson's marriage to Ellen Henry and nine ofhis marriage to Elizabeth 
Lawrence, three of whom were b inon the Miramichi. 
Grace V. Nicholson, the second wife of Sir William Ritchie, ChiefJustice ofNew Brunswick and the Supreme 
Court of Canada, was a granddaughter. 
SOURCES: (b/m RaymondNicholson family data, Royal Gazette 9 April 1822; Spray (ENC) 

Dictionary of Miramichi Biog1aphy.W. D. Hamilton. 
Carleton appointed him, by merit, to m e t  and adjutant to the KAD. His annmission waseffective 22 Feb. 
1781. He married Elizabeth Lawrence in Fredericton and died there on 5th. Sept. 1821. His widow claimed a 
wnsion. r 

Source;Widow pension claim WO 42 Vol. 62.The 17th. Regiment of Light Dragoons was an Irish 
Establishment in 1775. Sent to Boston in 1775- Part of Philadelphia occupation. Detachment under Carleton 
at the Battle of Washaw ? 
In a letter dated New York 14 March 1783 Lieutenanr Colonel Thampson told General Clinton that all the 
oficers in his corps ( King's American Dragoons) except the Adjutant were Americans. (The Adj. being Arthur 
Nicholson). 

More About ARTHUR W NICHOLSON: 
Burial: Connell, Car. Co. N.B. 
Owupation: British Anny, ret.l/2 pay 

Notes fbr ELIUBETHLAWRENCE: 
She was married 7 Aug 1787 

More About ELIZABETH LAWRENCE: 



- - -  - - - -  --- m.-T~ n -LOYALISTS COXE w 

, . I n  t h i s  chap=er I s r i l l  b r i e f l y  review t h e  avents  preceding t h e  

--ning u3 01 t h i s  once ~ i l d e r n e s s  l a n d  vhich we know today as the 
0:i-

,,2jcture Pro7ince". 

During t h e  American Xevolution, thousands of Tor ies  ( those  d r iven  
from t h e i r  homes jecause they refused t o t a k e  up arms a g a i n s t  t h e  B r i t i s h  
~ ~ v c r n m s n t  f l e d  wi th in  t h e  t o  which t i e y  had pledged t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e )  
a r i t i s n l i n e s  f o r  grotec t ion .  During the  w a r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  passed many 
acts dea l ing  w i t h  t h e  Loya l i s t s  and t h e i r  e s t a t e s  and any p e r s o n s u s p e c t e c  
of d i s l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  New Government vas  tried', sometimes imprisoned, and 
>is personal  e s t a t e s  se ized  f o r  even tua l  s a l e .  

From t h e  t abu la ted  r e t u r n s  of t h e  muster r o l l s  t h e  t o t a l  nuaber o f  
L j ? a l i s t  companies i n  t h e  war was 3 1 2 , i n c l u d i n g  1,020 o f f i c e r s  and 15,982 
res. The last r e g h e r i t  t o  be formed w a s  t h e  Kings American Dragoons, 
-9anized March 10,  1781, under t h e  patronage of  Prince W i l l i a m .  It w a s0- 3 

conrmissianed by Major Daniel Murray; and S i r  Benjamin Thompson (Count 
~umford)w a s  Colonel and Commander of t h e  regiment. There v e r e  s ix  compar 
i e s  i n  t h e  regiment,  26 o f f i c e r s  and 306 men. I mention t h i s  group becaus 
one of t h e  men w a s  my mother 's g r e a t  g r e a t  grandfa ther ,  John Giberson. 
Other men i n  t h e  r e g i a e n t  t o  l o c a t e  i n  Car le ton  County a f t e r  t h e  w a r  were 
ilenry Cronkhite,  Daniel Kemy and i i r thur  Eiicholson. 

Kf te r  t h e  w a r  had ended, t h e  B r i t i s h  Commissioners obta ined from 
Congress a c lause  urging t h e  S t a t z s  t o  r o s t o r e  proper ty  conf i sca ted  from 
the L o y a l i s t s  and p e r a i t  them t o  r e t a i n  t h e i r  r i g h t s  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p .  The 
Loyal is t s  who attempted t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  homes, however, n e t  wi th  ill 
treatment i n  most cases  ( r e f e r  t o  G i l b e r t  Giberson, Vol. 2). For t h i s  
reason many L o y a l i s t s  f l e d  t o  Upper Canada,Nova S c o t i a  ( t h e n  i n c l u d i n g  
N. B.), and a few re tu rned  t o  Greai: B r i t a i n .  And s o  it w a s  i n  1783 t h a t  
our f o r e f a t h e r s  gathered at  NSW York f o r  the-voyage b y ~ h i p  t o  Nova Sco t i :  
a land of  untamed v i lde rness ;  a l and  where a few f o r t s ,  n a t i v e  I n d i a n s  anc 
s c a t t e r e d  s e t t l e m e n t s  wzre t h e  only c i v i l i z a t i o n .  Before embarking on the 
long voyage t o  t h e  new land,  Reverend D r .  Samuel Seabury and Lieut ,  Col. 
B. Thompson of  t h e  iiiags American Dragoons, r ead  t h e  fol lowing p roposa l s  ; 
a r t i c l e s  of supply f a r  s e t t l e r s  i n  ?lava Scot ia ;  LC)q )ecYZ"V 

2 

1st 	 That they  be provided wi th  proper  v e s s e l s  and coilvoy, t o  c a r r y  

them, t h e i r  horses  and c a t t l e ,  a s  nea r  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p l a c e  
appointed f o r  t h e i r  settl=z!ent.  

2nd 	 That bes iees  t h e  p rov i s iozs  f o r  t h e  voyage, one y e a r ' s  p r o v i s i o  
be allowe8 them, o r  noney t o  enable them t o  purchase. 

3rd 	 That s o x  ~ I l o w a n c e  of wars c l o t h i n g  be nade i n  proport ion t o  t 
wants of a x 5  fan i ly .  

4 th  	 That a- allsws-ce of medicines be granted ,  such a s  s h a l l  be 
thought nzcsssary. 



5 th  	 That p a i r s  of n i l l - s tones ,  necessary  i r o n  works f o r  -$&ristn i l l s ,  
and saws and o t h e r  necessary a r t i c l e s  f o r  saw m i l l s  be g r a n t e d  
then. 

6 th  	 That a q u a n t i t y  of n a i l s  and sp ikes ,  hoes and axes ,  spades and 
s t o 7 e l s ,  plough i r o n s ,  and such o t h e r  farmins u t e n s i l s  as s h a l l  
apoear  necessary be provided f o r  them, and a l s o  a p ropor t ion  of 
wiacaw lass. 

7 t h  	 That such  a t r a c t  o r  t r a c t s  of l and ,  f r e e  from disguted  t i t l e s  
and as conveaient ly  s i t u a t e d  a s  nay be, be granted ,  surveyed 
and di-ri-ded a t  the  publ ic  c o s t  s o  a s  t o  a f f o r d  from 300 t o  600 
a c r e s  of u s e f u l  land  t o  each family. 

8 t h  	 That ove r  and above 2 ,000 a c r e s  i n  every township be allowed f o  
t h e  suppor t  o f  a clergyman, and 1 ,000  a c r e s  f o r  t h e  sunpor t  of 
schoe l ,  and t h a t  t hese  l a n d s  be una l i enab le  forever .  

9 th  	 That  s u f f i c i e n t  number o f  good muskets and cannon be allowed, 
wi th  a g r o p e r q u a n t i t y  of powder and b a l l  f o r  t h e i r  use,  t o  ena' 
them t o  defend themselves a g a i n s t  any h o s t i l e  invas ion;  a l s o  a 
p r o p a r t i o n  of powder and l e a d  f o r  hunt ing,  

On A p r i l  26, 1783, t h e  s p r i n g  f l e e t  or' s h i p s  s a i l e d  from Sandy H o d  
t o  t h e  mouth of -5e S a i n t  John r i v e r ,  a r r i v i n g  on May 11.. Tie  passengers  
remained on b o a r C r z l t i 1  enough brush tias c l e a r e d  t o  s e t  up t e n t s  and 
she l t e r s .  Three thousand L o y a l i s t s  were s e n t  ashore and t h e  s h i p s  r e t u r n  
t o  Nev York on May 29 l e a v i n g  them behind i n  t h i s  -wilderness- "I watched 
the  sails d i sappea r ,  and such a l o n e l y  f e e l i n g  came over  me t h a t ,  a l thoug  
I had not shed  a t e a r  a l l  through t h e  w a r ,  I sat down on t h e  damp moss w i  
my baby i n  my lap, and cr ied1 '  wrote one mother. 

The second f l e e t  a r r i v e d  June 28 c a r r y i n g  500 men, 335 women, 394 st 
Pants and 743 ch i ld ren .  The F a l l  f l e e t  c a r r y i n g  1200 s o l d i e r s  and t h e i r  
fami l ies  a r r i v e d  September 27. T r a c t s  of l a n d  had been marked ou t  f o r  
these s o l d i e r s  from S t .  Anne's Point  up t o  t h e  Tobique R ive r  but  t h e  l i n e  
had not been drawn o r  surveyed. By win te r ,  ove r  1500 h u t s  had been erec?  

Who were t h e s e  l o y a l i s t s ?  Many were s o l d i e r s ,  most were j u s t  farmer 
but a r e t u r n  of t h o s e  en the.Union Transpor t  which landed i n  Apr i l ,  1783 
a t  t he  m o u t h o f t h e  St. John, lists o t h e r s  a l so :  farmars  36 ,  blacksmith: 
shoemakers 8, seanen 2, r e f i n e r  of i r o n  1, mason 1, c a r p e n t e r s  6, wheelw: 
1, jo ice r  1, coeper  1, and weaver 1. 

I n  J u l y  1783, Edward Winslow wrote upon l and ing  a t  t h e  nouth of t h e  
S t -  John of t h e  s o l d i e r s  i n  the  Kings American Dragoons: "I never saw a 
Set 02  men ao r*  p e r f e c t l y  s a t i s f y f d  t h a n  those  of Thompson's regt . ,  not  
murmur i s  hea r4  =song t h e s  and t h e y  r e c e i v e d  me i n  a k ind  of s t i l e  t h a t  
afforded z o  irZi=i:e _~ l=asure . "  On A u y s t  8, 1783, Yinslou wrote a g a i n  
Major i<urzsy szatiza t h a t  t h e  s o l d i e r s  could not s e t t l e  where they were 
Present ly  caz;ed v i t h o u t  inconvenience t o  t h e  many L o y a l i s t s  a l r eady  bui :  
s e t t l e 3 e n t s  1: ::e. . mouth o i t h e  r i v e r .  That t h e  Governor of the  Provinc 
had ass igned  a ~ r a c tof land  f o r  accommodating t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  Regiments 
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=..,tizr up r i v z r  aai 3 r i g s d i e r  General Fox h a d g i v e n  permission t o  remove.Y-

=he reg inen t  t o  t h a t  a rea .  That s i n c e  t h e  procur ing  o f  t imber and many 
,,titles f o r  e r e c t l n g  2Be h u t s  would at  t h e  sane  t ime f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  
c l s s r i n g  of t h e  l a n 2  i: xould be no pub l i c  expense. That s i n c e  t h e s e  men 
.ould be t h e  f i r s 2  ever  t o  hut  a l o z g  t h e  r i v e r  and might be exposed t o  
D , c ~ l i a r  inconveniences,  Zieutenant  Colonel Morse, Chief Zngineer, would 
forward t o  Major ;.!%=ray such a r t i c l e s  t h a t  could not be procured i n  t h a t  
place. Najor Murray w a s  not  t oo  p leased  wi th  t h i s  n o t i c e  s i n c e  he had 
f ea r s  t h a t  t h e  s o i l  and f e r t i l i t y  of the  r i v e r  might not  be t h e  bes t .  H e  

a v i s i t  t o  t h e  a r e a  up r i v e r  i n  ques t ion ,  and f e l t  much more a t  ease  
about t h e  s i t u a t i o n  when he saw t h e  type. of land, Late  i n  August f i n a l  
i n s t r ~ c t i o n sv e r e  rece ived ,  and t h e  regiments r e r e  disbanded a f t e r  t h e  
f i n a l  n u s t e r i n g  and . ~ a y i n g  of f .  And s o  the  men and t h e i r  f a ra i l i e s  were 
sent, up r i v e r  t o  an  a r e a  above p resen t  day F r e d e r i c t o n  (S t .  Anne's P o i n t )  
and s t i l l  f u r t h e r  up r i v e r  t o  a s p o t  they  l a t e r  named P r i n c e  i i i l l i a s , ( a l s o  
---ad- t h e  chap te r  on Gibersons i n  vol.  2). A f t e r  e r e c t i n g  t h e i r  l e g  cab ins  
azd c l e a r i n g  t h e  land ,  they  were o f f i c i a l 1 3  g ran ted  Block 4 i n  1736. Today 
t t e  pro-uinclal  government has  r e c r e a t e d  t h e  Kings Landing Set t lement  and 
r e s to red  some of  t h e  e a r l y  homes and o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  s e r v i n g  as a g r e a t  
a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  t o u r i s t s  each season. 

I n  t h e  y e a r s  t o  fo l low,  more L o y a l i s t s  and o t h e r  immigrants (Engl i sh ,  
I r i s h , , S c o t c h ,  and some Dutch) s e t t l e d  a long t h e s e  areas of t h e  r i v e r ,  
g radual ly  sp read ing  f u r t h e r  northward. Bp 1788 t h e  S t .  John River w a s  
do t t ed  wi th  sma l l  hoses teads  and s e t t l e m e n t s  throughout  its v a l l e y  as f a r  
up i ts  pati1 as t h e  Ind ian  v i l l a g e  at Hartland. 

There i s  some cont roversy  as t o  who l e d  t h e  f i r s t  group of s e t t l e r s  
t o  a r r i v e  i n  Car l e ton  County. Most sources  contend t h a t  t h e r e  were f o r t y -
e ight  s o l d i e r s  of Delanc:r1s 1st Regknent t o  a r r i v e  i n  Woodstock i n  1784, of  
which o a i y  twenty-one remained a f t e r  e n ~ u r i n g  t h r e e  y e a r s  of g r e a t  ha rdsh ips  

Government documents seem t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Jacob Smith was t h e  most 
Prominent of  t h i s  group; hovever, I:[. 0. Xaymond and a few o t h e r  w e l l  known 
h i s t o r i a n s  g i v e  c r e d i t  t o  Senjamin G r i f f i t h  a s  be ing  t h e  leader .  I n  any 
case, I have l i s t e d  t h e  names of those  g r a n t e e s  r eco rded  on t h e  f i r s t  g r a n t  
i n  Car le ton  County, da ted  October 15, 1784, i n  t h e  appendix a t  t h e  end. 

Xnother important  c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  t k e  h i s t o r y  of  t h e  ':foodstock a r e a  
was 9e7. Frederick,  3 i j b l e e  who s t a r t e d  t e i c h i n g  I n d i a n s  i n  t h a t  l o c a t i o a  
u n t i l  he en te red  i z t o  t h e  min i s t ry  i n  1794. K t  t h i s  t ime t h e  Ind ian  schoo l  
Was c losed  and t h e  3 a e  b u i l d i n g  was ased  a f t e r  t h a t  f o r  teaching  whi te  
chi ldren.  James Yorice and J o h r  Beardsley were among t h o s e  t eache r s  who 
Succezdad Dibj lee .  

One of t h e  Bins3 :,nerican D r a ~ o o n s ,  G a b r i e l  Davenport, a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  
':100dst3~k p a r i s h  i n  1?8j and w a s  one of t h e  few L o y a l i s t s  t o  remain i n  t h a t  
a rea ,  a l though he Ls te r  noved up r i v e r  t o  a l o c a t i o n  n e a r  B r i s t o l .  

The popula t io?  0: Car l e t an  County by 1790 was a r o u n s  j 7  f a m i l i e s ,  wit :?  
another 33 ;1 :  ..s '--;..ins between then  an5 1500; 45 oore  a r r i v e d  by 1810 f - , 
and ar.ot:ler 33 b;r 132.;. These f i g u r e s  do ?of always c o r r e s ~ o n i  e x a c t l y  wi th  

I i s ~ r e s30xs-?ez, as census f i z ~ r e sgive  nunbers of  men, wonan, and 
c:l<l2reni and not  of i z a i l i e s .  I have l i s t e d  some i n  a fo l lowing cha3ter .  



Tn 1809, t = a ' 3 a k e f i e l d  Grant was ~ i v e n  on June 20th t o  W i l l i a m-
'Ts,ner and 87 o t h + r s ,  compris ing 25,965 a c r e s  s t a r t i n g  a t  I n d i a n  I s l a n d  
an3 running a l o n g  3 0 t h  s i d e s  of t h e  r i v e r . r t p  t o  t h e  Big "Shiktehawk" 
stream. Most of t h e  l o t s  were s i x t y  r o d s  o r  po le s  a long  t h e  r i v e r  f r o n t  
snd a l l  of t h e  l a z d  st t h e  back of them was ungranted and vacant ,  I 
kave l i s t e d  t 5 e  z a a e s  of  t h e s e  men i n  t h e  appendix a t  t h e  end. 

The g i v i q  e l  t h e s e  g r a n t s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  r e a l  a t tempt  by t h e  
government at i n t r o d u c i n g  s e t t l e r s  i n t o  t h e ~ u p p e r  r eg ions  of  t h e  provinc  
A few yea r s  l a t e r  s e v e r a l  hundred s o l d i e r s  were disbanded a long  t h e  r i v e  
near  p re sen t  d a ~3 l o r e n c e v i l l e  and  r u n n i n ~  northward t o  V i c t o r i a  County. 



Prohgue 
I n  early 1783, the flat plain of  St. Anne's Point 

was cccupied by only three lamilier. living in hvo 
frame houses and a Log cabin. Siluaced in the crook 
o f  a particularly scenic bend in  the St. John River. 
the small cleared area supported Philip Weade, 
Oliver Thibodeau, and Benjamin Atherton. In fact. 
the 1783 enumeration revealed that the enlire St. 
fohn River valley was populated by a mere M O  set-
t!-; men, women and children. 

Loyalist Refugees 
At the same time, the war of the American 

Rerolution was drawing to a close. The losers 
whose homes were i n  the American colonies were 
ob!iged to rearrange their lives. Those who wished 
to remain British subjects had no choice but to 
leave Knmvn as hAmerican Loyalish. these peo-
ple went to Britain. Upper Canada, the West Indies, 
and other British colonies. proximately 14,000 
saw the nearby colony of N w a  ko t ia  as their best 
option. This area, wh i ih  Included the present pr* 
rinces of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, was 
sparsely populated, rich in resourres, and only afew 
days sall lrom Boston and New York. 

The vmt nuprity ofLoyakYs bDudforNova 
Scot21 embark3 from New York Ciw. ST Guy 
Cakronhad held thecity until lue1783 in ader lo  
@%?the Layatisls an o p p c m i t y  to muster ad 
wacuate in an organ'& way. 

The Loyalists gathered in Nerv Y d  brmed 
NVD dishct grwpf. There were those who had 
made their commitment to ihe King clear by ioining 
Loyalist Regiments raised inme mbDnisa d  taking 
up a m  agaimt the rebek. They had no c h k e  but 
toleave. Others w ~ e T o qsynpamizers. oravilian 
refugees. who  were either f d to kave their 
hamesand occupations by their neighbnun, or who 
edlerl themselves volunlarily. 

One uaditional, mmanlic view d the 
L o y d ' i  i s  that they h""L)pper Crust" 
d-n societ)..TThy havebeen devlibeda 
"the mow eminenl -. lls mod lemed ... the -. d ''the llowardthe rSmericanpopula-
tion?' Resea& that his var not the case. 
50m Loyatii Gt ihb mdd, buc modern W a r n  
have emohadzed the d i i h r  af the Lo~alisl 
populatik. A braad aors rect& of sociely war 
represented. including h m .  laboorerr. slaves 

Patterns of Seftlement~~ -

While in New Yo& the~oyalisnhad banded 
tomher into associations to arrange passage and 
dispatch exploring cornmineel to scout theawilabie 
land in Nova Scotia. These committees went ahead -

ol the Loyal sts to cnoose approprlateatcr lo: s a l e  
ment They tended to select the 51 Mary's Bay area 
(in present day Nova Scoria) and the lower St. John 
Rlver Valley. 

The releaion of the r,wr valley as a Loyalist 
destination did not please Nova Scoria governor 
Cd. b h n  Parr. He  was eager to have the new ar- 
ri-uals settle along the coast, preferably near his 
caoital o i  Halifax. tlis administration was carried 
out mainly by sea, and he feared that the develop 
mert of the inland areas na th  of the Bay of Fundy 
would result in the partition of his colony. 

The first concentration of Loyalis6 was a1 
Parmown tnow Saint Jdm), fallowed by the 
Pasarnaquoddy Bay-St Ooix region to the west. 
Settlement then moved inland up the River Valley. 
Loyalists moved into h e  hibutafies and lakes along 
the St. John. One of the upriver destinations was St 
Anne's Point. 

The Lovalist exploration canmiltee ihavlew- 
ed St. Anne's Point in early 1783 found it a most a p  
peaiing wt;Mapr-General Campbell tlevribed 
!be sitvation (here as ".- xl deligtnful, the country 
aoout il so extraordimarilv fhk - and its natural 
ahraniages so numerous and consilerable h l  it 
canlot fail to bffwne a valuabk and important 
place." 

The S t  Anne's Jte was not only altracliw, bW 
safiegica* located. As d l as being ihe head d 
navigaiion. it w a s  central tothe entire w i n c e .  Far 
there reas& St. Anne's was a i d e r e d  an ideal 
$te for a new Loyalist ratlement. The few origind 
i nhb iM ts  wwe joined by an ewimaced 2,W for 
the winw of- '83. Of h e  actual landina of the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~-

Loydists. very linlc isknown. The only nlysource of in-
f o r m o n  i s  t k a c c o u n t d M a r ~F&n, whoamved 
at Parrtown from New York abbard ihe hther. 

"5c.m dter we landedwe joined a party 
bound up the river in a schooner, faSt. 
Annes. nwas eight bys &re we arriv-
ed in Or-0. Therethecaprain put us 
ashove being unwillim, on account d 
the l a m e s  of the sea!, to go further. 
He char@ us sch  fou dollars for the 
p a r e .  We spent ihe night on sfme 
a n d h e n e x ( d a y & v o m e n d  
childmn proceeded in Indian !XI 

9.Anne3 with s o t k  of the p a w  the rest 
came on foot. We reached our destina- 
tion on the 8th day of October, tired out 
with our long journq: and pitched our 
tents at the place now called Salamanca, 
near the shore." 

Representaliws of the follov;ing qirnentsliv- 
ed a1 St. Anne's during that fiat winter: the lst, 2nd 
and 3rd New le;sey Volunteers, King's American 
Regiment, Loyal American Legon, 2nd DeLancey's, 
Apgyle ~ighlanders, Pennsylvania Loyalists. Royal 
Garrison Banalion. The New York Volunteers, and 
(possibly) the Queens Rangers. 

The names of the units reflected, to a great ex- 
tent, the home colonies of the seltlerr Records of 
ships passengers indicate that the officers and their 
families \wuld be accompanied by enlisted men 
and their familie$. Servants, sane o( \ vhm would 
be black, were also pan of the party. There is no 
r e a m  to assume the St. Anne's contingent was ex- 
ceptional. 

Many of the St. Anne's Point Loyalistswereof 
W c h  descenr. Some svrnames are VanHom. Aker- 
man, and Van Buskirk. 

Records of the lirst winter, including h e  ac- 
count of Mary Fisher and the diaries dHanna in-
graham speakof an early and reueresnowbil, d it 
was a time ofgreat hardship. Bedding war in short 
supply. and adultr sDnt nighnheating boards by 
firer to keep t k  chiklren warm. Most settlffs lived 
in cents or hub. 

Many perkhed of c d d  and stanatnn mg 
winter, and their graves may itill be seen ac the 
Salarnanca landing site. now an overgrownarea by 
the shore at the south end of the;ownplat. 

It appears that lhe d e r s  were poorly 
-red to spend a winter in theopen. Why. them 
dFd they p o dto St. Anne's so h e intheHall? I w  
di i t ions are that the conditions in P a m  were 
just as difficult. Mary Fisher described her step in 
Parttown as a "'sad, sid( time". lhe Loyalists were 
poorly provided for by 3. Britbh go\.wnment, and 
were not well organized. Probably, the St Anne's 
wnlers ieb they \wid be no \corse OH r im, 
arrurnigt h e w  wodd nM hi1 until lateOctober. 

lhe pqulatan of 51. Anne's Pcim in the 
Hiner od 1783 w m  he large* itwould be& mamy 
v a r r  In addition to she many deathr, there was a 
&r&e 4 s f ran  51. Anne's in be spring 
ar settler leli tfic town for their grants elsewhere in 
the cowmyside. 



Therefore, the true Loyalist founders of 
Fredericton number much fewer than popular myth 
would allow. 
Laying Out the Town 

From the earliest days, Fredericton was a 
,fanned wmmunity. Governor Parr approved fhe 
aying, out of the city in 1784. Swwyor-General 
tharles Morris wrote to Daniel Lyman with general 
nstrtjctions and appointed Lt.,Dugald Campbell o f  
:he qznd Regiment to "assist in the business". 

Campbell, with the aid of Adjutant James 
Stranon and Lieutenant James Glennie of the Royal 
ingineers, surveyed the town site. and in 1785 pro-
jLced a detailed map of fhe p;oposed layout. Tlre 
xoporal featured broad streets intersecting at right 
mgles. Each block was to be approximately 4.5 
qcrer, with 13 individual lots, each 66 fee: wideand 
165 feet deep. It i s  this ociginal Campbell plot which 
gi,re,el downtcuun Fredericton its characteristic 
ipaciousness. The Campbell map doer no1 include 
it& names: lhev. were not assianed until 1819.The.. . 
nap indicatm tnc l~mttedcxtencol the lovalist core, 
rompared to prerent oav Fredericton. 

Evolution of the Capita{ 
Just as Governor Pan had anricipaled, the 

Loyalist settlement of the interior forced thepanitii 
o i - h a  Scotia and the formation of  then& cdonv 
o i  h ' w  Brunswlck. 

Frederikton was chosen as rhe upital. 
Houwer, t l i i  was not the first Ume a capital had 
been located in the area. Fon Ndshwmk, directly 
across the river from the LovaEsl tandim stre. had 
ken, for a time, thc capaal &the h*nchcoIony of 
Acala. Aucpaque, the "prinrlple village" of lk ln-
dian civilization of the area. was located some few 
miles up the river. 

hbnualy, 1785, Governor Carlemn decided 
on his capital's location. "I fiave fixed upon st. 
Ame's'Point -, ar astation well suited for the future 
seatd the p&kd gowmment". Originallynam 
d Oneburg M i  King George Ul'r son, Mnce 
h-edwick., Duke d Ywk and Bishop of Csnaburg. 
rhe mme was chanvd to "FIedei~k'sTown" on 
February 22, 1785 and officially proclaimed the 
capital d the proviwe. 

In  less rhai three seas. Y..Anne'% Point had 
gionm horn .m hs iqn iLca~t l~ i t ro lf i rer farms lo h. 
c a p t a l  cny of a new colony TI,& s the I r w  con-
t l h ~ l l a nof the Lwal~srs Thev created the fou&-
rlons of thec~ty; otl&s:- kilt upon thern 
turdled years. 


