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TO THE READER.

’.ARCHIBALD, the firft Lorp NaPIER, wagy
the only fon of John Napier of Merchiftoun,
Inventor of the Logarithms, by his firft wife,
Elifabeth, daughter of Sir James Stirling of
Keir. He was appointed, Treafurer Depute
of Scotland, one of the Senators of the Col-
lege of Juftice, and Lord Juftice Clerk, by
King James VI. His Commiflion, as Treafu-
rer Depute, being for life, he remained in that
office, after the Acceflion of King Charles L
till he refigned it, in favour of the Earl of
Traquair, as mentioned in his Memoirs. King
Charles I. continued him as an Extraordinary
Lord of Seflion, created him a Baronet, and
at length was gracioufly pleafed to raife him

to
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to the dignity of a Peer, by the title of Lorp
Narier of Merchiftoun, by patent, dated 4th
May 162%. His Lordfhip married Lady Mar-
garet Grahame, daughter of John, fourth Earl
of Montrofe, and fifter of the Great Marquis
of Montrofe. Lord Napier died at Fincattle,
in Atholl, where he had retired after the de-
feat of Montrofe’s army at Philiphaugh, (in
which ation he was prefent), anno 1645, be-
ing then upwards of feventy years old. He
was fteadily attached to the interefts of King
Charles I. for which reafon he and his family
were particularly perfecuted by the Cove-

nanters.
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A

TRVE RELATION

l'd
~

OF

Tz INJUST PERSUTE AGAINST
Tve LORD NAPIER,

WRITTEN BY HIMSELFE. .

e ——

TH E principall caufe, that moved me to attempt this
Relation, wes, thankfullnes to All-mighty God, of whofe
fpeciall care and protetion, in my Troubles, I had fuffi-
cient proofe: for I efteeme the concealing of a Benefit,
even amongft men, a high degree of ingratitude. Next,'
charity to the Reader, who may heerby informe himfelfc
of the ftate of thefe tymes, and receave dire&ion, how to
behave himf{elfe in the like and like occafions. And if he
fhall, by my exemple, in his Troubles, have recourfe to
God, who, for caufes knowne to him, hath fent them,
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(for AfliGtion ryfes not out of the Duft) and with humble
heart fubmit himfelfe and his effaires to him, nqt trufting
in the arme of Flefh, hee fhall give him thefe conquering
vertues, Wifdome, Courage, and Patience, to bring them
to a better iflue then in reafon he could expe&: and in
the midft of his Troubles without, hee fhall find the peace
and favour of God within, which fhall not only droune
all fenfe of his Affli&ions, but fhall fill his mynd with in-
expreflible joy. But that I may not aflume to myfelfe
more then is due, I confefle ingenuoufly, that, this Thank-
fulnes towards God, and Charity towards men, wes in my
mynd, lyk a Spunk of Fyre among a heape of afhes,
which had never gevin light, if it had not beene blowne
" be the earneft intreaties and perfuafions of my Friends,
who (well knowing the illegall, injuft, and violent pro-
ceedings againft me, my want of powerfull Friends, the
firong combination of moft men of place, and power, fol-
lowed by others, whofe manner is to humour Greatnes
in every thing, and, lyke Dogs, to fly on him that is moft
diftreflfed) were, in a manner, aftonifthed at my delivery;
and, admiring the fuccefle it pleafed God to grant, could

not
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not reft fatisfyed, without a particular Relation of all thefe
Paffages, which, being ane expreflion of thankfullnes to-
wards God, ought to bee in the manner moft acceptable
to his divine Matie, to wit, true, fincere, without paflion,
or partiall affetion, and without arrogating any part to
my fufficiency ; and being for the benefit of the Reader,
ought to bee in a plaine and eafy ftyle, to informe him,.

rather then to delight him.

AFTER I had left the Schooles, I addreffed my felfe to
the fervice of King JaAMEs of blefled memory, and wes
gratioufly receaved by him: and after the death of %eencj
ErL1sABETH I followed his Ma: into England, when he
went to receave the Crowne of that Kingdome. I ferved
him there as Gentleman of his Privy-chamber, the {pace
of fixteen or feventeen yeares, or thereabout, continually,
till his Ma: wes pleafed to caft the Earle of Summerfet out
of his favour, and take in his place George Viliers, after-
wards Duk of Buckinghame, a powerfull Favorite, and no
good Friend of myne, becaufe I, with fome of our Coun-
t.rey-mén'endeavoured' to fupport Somerfet, which, in his

conftru&ion,
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¢onftruction, wes ane oppofing of his ryﬁng.- “Therefore

I (being before much defyred thereto by my worthy Fa- |

ther) took this occafion to repaire to Scotland, and expe@
the event of things: wherewith I did acquaint the King,
and defyred his leave, which he granted ; but not before
he made his Favorite (againft his mynd, I think) to give
me large promifes of friendfhip, and faire bloflomes of
proteftations and complement,” which never bore fruit.
Some yeares after Sir Gideon Murray Deputy Thefaurer
fo his Ma: dyed; and the King (knowing every mans
Friends in his Bed-chamber) faid in the prefence of myne,
that he had found a meane to employ me, whereof I be-
ing advertifed came vp to his Ma:, who commanded me
to attend his tyme and pleafure heirin.  But the Earle of
Mar Thefaurer principall (who could not well brooke a
Colleg) by means of the Duk of Buckingham, got the
tryall of the place folely for a yeare. But before that |
yeare expyred, the effaires of Court, (which are never ‘
long ftable) took another ply; and the fame men, who,
vpon promifes made be the Thefaurer, did befriend him

in this buffines, being difapoynted of the hopes hee gave
o them,
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them, were they who joyned with his engmyes to put
vpoa him a Deputy. To the firft motion of a Deputy his
Ma: gave canfent, as being wiuall, and from which his Ma:
wes diverted the yeare befare by the power his Favorite
had with him: for it wes his manner to. give way ta
firong oppofition, ar his Favarites intreaties; yet never to
give over his purpofe, but at another tyme to worke it by
the meanes of a contrary Fa&ion, to free and difcharge
himfelfe of the others difcontentment vpon the fa&ion.
The Kings confent once being got, every man who had
power putt in for his Friend without refpe@ of his fuffi-
ciency or ability: but no man could bee propofed, againft
whom his Ma: did not take fome exception ; which beiny
perceaved by the late Marquis of Hammilton, a wyle
Nobleman, in whom there wes na vertue wanting befit-
ting his place and quality, and judging that the King had
made fome fecret eletion in his owne mynd, defyred to
know who it wes. His Ma: having named me, the Mar-
quis did not only approve his Ma: judgement, but alfo
procured a warrand for my admiffion, wifely coveﬁng
thereby the repulfe he got for his friend, and preventing

B the
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the prevailing of any competitor, not only made it feeme
that hee had obtained his defyre, and a poyst of revenge
vpon my Lord of Mar, but alfo made purchafe of me for
a faithfull friend and fervant. for although from the Kings
owne mouth (who knew the cuftome of the Court, and
could never endure to be robbed of his thanks) the whole
carriage of that buffines wes delivered vnto me, together
with a command to me to ferve him faithfully, not to be
fattious, nor to comply with any to his prejudice, or the
Countreyes, or to wrong any privat man for favour of an-
other. "~ Not the les I diffembled my knowledge, and pro-
fefled my obligation to the Marquis, which indeed wes
greater then I could challenge at his hand for any defer-
ving of myne, whereby I had him my noble Friend ail
the dayes of his lyfe. This a& of the Kings without my
knowledge, without my fute, or any friends of myne, and
in my abfence, being fingular (for althougfl no living man
had the art to know men more perfe@ly then hee, yet ftill
importunity prevailed with him againft his own choyfe)
made me enter into ferious confideration of the mater,

and to fet downe to my felfe rules and refolutions of ho-
neft
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nefb proceeding in the difchairge of that place. Firft, be-
caufe wee are commanded to ferve our Mafters faithfully,
and for confcience fake, Next, becaufe in my nature I hate
the imputation of difhonefty, avarice, and injuftice. Thrid-
ly, not to make his Ma: athamed of the choyce, which
wes only his owne. - And laftly, I thought it no fafe way
for me who wes borne to ane eftate, by bafe fcraping, pur-
loyning, and bribery, to endanger it:. what I got by his
Ma: bounty, vpon confideration of good fervice, would
doe me (I thought) and my houfe good. Armed with
this refolution I entred that fervice, and my behaviour
therein wes according thereto, whereby his Ma: wes well
fatisfyed, and if it had pleafed God to grant him longer
lyfe, 1 had not (in all probability) beene difapoynted of
my hopes, for of his good opinion and purpofe toward me
there are yet living witnefles: and a litle before his Death
he recommended me, (I being then in Scotland)to his Sonne
-King CHARLES, as his Ma: himfelfe wes pleafed to tell
me, then which, a greater teftimony, of a gratious Mafters
favour, to ane abfent Servant, at fuch a tyme, could not
bee expreft.

The
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The firft thing I intended after my admiffion wes‘the
fewing of Orknay and Zetland to the inhabitants, that his
Ma: rent might be encreafed and made certaine, a good
fowme of money levied for fynes, and the people fred from
the cruell exa&tions, concuffions, and pittiful oppreflion of
Leaffies, who thought it lawfull for them to make there
beft advantage paying the rent of there Leafe; neither
wanted they power, for they were Sherifs; and they had.
not only fet to them the rents and cafualties of the Coun-
trey, but forfeitures and vnlawes of Courts, whereof they
were the fole Judges. His Ma: gave me commiffion for
that effe@, with a power to tranfa&t with Sir Johne Bu--
channan the prefent Leafly, and to content him either with
a foume of money for fome two yeares of his leafe to runne,
or, if the Feaw might fubfift in law with the leafe, to feaw:
the land, and referve the leafe for the yeares to run, but
he would in no fort deale, being borne vp be thefe who fet
the leafe to him, fearing that thereby there litle care in the
Kings effaires, and efpecially in fetting of this leafe to Sir-
Johne, to whom he wes not clofe handed, fhould appear.
Wherevpon the Kings juft difpleafure wes kindled againft
him,

!
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hiin, 'yet fuch wes his juftice and goodnes, as it proceeded
no further; then a command to me to let him enjoy the.
yeares of his leafe, becaufe that wes juft, but if any matter
of favour to him come in my way, to ftop it, becaufe his
Ma: wes not obliged (he faid) to that. In this, and all
other things I intended in the Kings fervice, my Lord
Thefaurer I’till. oppofed me, out of a conceat, which ftill
he entertained, that I wes thruft vpon him be the Marquis
of Hammilton; his enemy, although from his Ma: felfe he
wes otherwyfe affured. ' Not the les we ferved together in
that fervice with reafonable correfpondence fo long as King
James lived. But he being dead, and his fonne King
CuarcrEs fucceeding to him in his kingdome, and to his
vertues too, although with fome want of experiéncc, which
is only got with tyme, all the turbulent and difcontented
‘humors of the former tyme were vp (as is vfuall in thefe
great tranfitions) and plyed his Ma: vnceflantly with accu-
fations, perfonall afperfions, new projefts, and informa-
tions of abufes. And truely there wanted not matter, and
there endeavors had deferved praife, if fplene to the per-

fons of men, and there own privat intcreft had not gevin
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lyfe and motion to there proceedings, rather then the fer-
vice of the King, and the good of the ftate. - Then wes
there nothing but fa&tions, and fa&ious confultations of
the one, to hold that place and power they poffeft before,
of the other, to wreft it out of there hands, and to inveft
themfelves. And no dreame or fantafy of innovation came
in any bodies head, but prefently he durft vent it to the
King, and ftill the moft ignorant were boldeft. Neither
wanted there fome honeft and wyfemen who gave there
advyfe out of mere affection to his Ma: and the Publique,
but wanting that bold forwardnes and fa&ious affiftance
which the other had in profecution of there privat ends,
no great hold wes taken of them. The Thefaurer wes
not free from this ftorme, but was charg’d home by his
enemies with fome abufes in the Kings prefence, which
they wete not well able to make appeare. Therefore there
wes a Gentleman dire& to me, defyring me to give them
intelligence vpon what poynts my Lord might bee char-
ged, with affurance from them that it fhould never bee
knowne, and before I fhould declare any thing in that
kynd, I fheould have aflurance from the Kings owne

mouth,
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mouth, and my Lord of Buckingham of the whyte ftaffe.
‘This I flatly refufed, as ane office vaworthy of a Gentle-
man, and told him that I difdained any honour that thould
be acquyred by fo dithonorable meanes againft a man that
wes in termes of outward friendfhip with me, although I
knew hee had no friendly intentions toward me. but I wes-
evill requited, and it may be, becaufe this motion made to
me, and my refufe, came never to his eares.

The buffines of Tythes, amongft others, wes moft con-
ftantly profecuted by his Ma:, a purpofe of his Fathers, or
his owne, who, finding the heavy oppreflion of teynd-
mafters, and the fervitude of the people, did earneftly en-
deavour to remed it. But in this, as in other matters, what
truely might be faid to be his (which were his intentions
cnly) wes moft juft and princely: but the meanes (which
were other mens inventions) were moft vnfit to compaffe
his ends, but fit enough to ferve there turnes that found
there privat prejudice, to rander the buffines intricat, long-
fome, and difficult vpon hope his Ma: would relinquifh
the fame. Neither wes this forme of proceeding difplea-
fing to fome moft entrufted, for by the difficulty they did

endeare
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endeare there Ser'vic'es, and in the meane tyme giving his
Ma: hopes of great matters, they drew from his prefent
and certaine benefites above the proportion of there merit,
or of his Ma: ability heir. Of the Commiffion of the
Tythes I'had the honor to be one, and according to my
duety and poWér did advance his Ma: juft and gratious
‘purpofe. 'This, and my integrity in the Kings fathers
tyme, together with the title of Lord (his Ma: firft favour
in that kynd to a Scottith-man) and a Leafe of Orknay
" beftowed vpon me, did fo much offend the cheefe States-
men, who were the greateft teynd-mafters alfo, and (be a
great incongruity members of this Commiffion, that ih
there private meetings they concluded my overthrow,
whereof I got privat intelligence, but did no whit fwerve
from my duety for that. They fet'on Mr David Fullar-
ton, a Receaver, a young man of litle wit, to difperfe ca-
luninyes againft me in the Coutt, to try how they would
be receaved or feconded, whom I brought before the King,
in prefente of the Lords of Exchequer, and whofe anfweres
were {o poore and excufes fo frivolous, as made even thofe
prefent whd fet him on to be athamed. ABout that tyme

his
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his Ma: intended a journey into Scotland, but no money
being in his coffers there, Chancellor Hay made offer of
ten thoufand pound fterling for his Ma: entertainment du-
ring the tyme of his aboad there, vpon condition he might
have the colletion of the taxation, at which he ever aim-
ed moft earneftly for the hid profit that wes therein, efpe-
cially the extraordinary, ane impofition of his owne in-
vention. This galled Monteth, Nithifdale, and that fac-
tion, who left no meanes vnattempted to croffe the fame,
but it wes ftill intertained, no other appearing to offer a
better exbedient. They dealt earneftly with me to make
offer of money, and promifed to concurre for the levying,
alleadging the Thefaurers indignity and myne, if another
fhould doe that which belonged to our place. Litle did
there fpeaches move me, who knew there ends, and there
promifes lefle, affuring my felfe, that whoever advanced
the money, ‘the Thefaurer and I wes to fee it fpent, and
to order the entertainment, and efteeming the Chancellors
advancing of money no greater indignity to vs, then if it
were done be a.merchént, I never ftird till I vnderftood
elfe where, that the Chancellor had fent to Scotland for
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Sir James Baillie, and that there purpofe wes the one by
advancing money, the other by making provifions to thruft
my Lord Thefaurer and me out of all employment, and
confidering the avarice of the one, and the ambition of the
other, I wes confident of my intelligence. Then fuffred
I my felfe to be perfuaded by Monteith and Nithifdale and
the reft, and made offer to his Ma: of fo much as fhould
ferve him during his abod in Scotland, telling that I did
beleive the Lord Thefaurer would do the lyke, without
other condition then aflurance of repayment, leaving the
reft to his Ma: good pleafure. He tooke my offer in very
good part, commahding me to repair ta him within twa
dayes for anfwere: which I did. Then he told me, he
would employ all the States-men (of whom I wes one) to
take vp the money, giving them affurance vpon his rents
and taxations. I did much commend his Ma: purpofe,
and wes glad of it, for thereby I wes fred from the hazard
of advancement of fo great a foume, and the rights of our
place wes not in the courfe to be empared. To this effet
his Ma: fent letters to the Officiars of Eftate who were in
Scotland: this delay together with the advyfe of the Lords

Englith
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Englith and Scottith did put off his journey till the next
Spring; and he went a progrefle; and I tooke my leave for
Scotland. But whill his Ma: wes at Beaulien, the anfwere
of his letter came vp, not only refufing his defyre, but ad-
vyfing him to call a Convention, and impofe (I vfe there
very words) a taxation: and if his Ma: would needs have
them leavy money, they thought it reafonable that every
man, having warrauds, fees, or penfions out of the Ex-
chequer (who indeed for the moft part are poore, and have
no other meangs to live) fhould bind with them for the
money. At which his Ma: wes much offended as he had
good reafon, and did fufpect that they had no mynd to fee
him there. At this tyme, Archibald Campbell being at
.Court wes told of the letter be the Secretary, who afked
him, where I was, and if I would yet vndertake to furnifh
the King money for his journey. He anfuered that I wes
ftill in London, and wes aflured, that I would doe any thing
I wes able for the Kings fervice. This being reported to
the King, Archibald Campbell wes prefenty difpatched
away with a letter for me. When I came his Ma: told me
that he receaved a moft fhamefull refufall, and atked me

what
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what I would doe for him. Nothing Sir (faid I) les then

I am able, and if my friends who are to engage themfelves
for me. fhall fee a fure way of releife, if ye want money,
ye fhall blame me, but I will defyre your Ma: to give com-
miffion to your Officiars to order your entertainment, and
if things be not orderly done, let your Ma: blame them,
for I cannot take that vpon me. then his Ma: to that ef-
fc@ appoynted a Commiflion, and willed me to devyfe
my owne furety, and commanded the Secretary to draw vp
what warrands I pleafed for the fame. I afked the Secre-
tary what courfe wes to be taken with the Lord Thefaur-
er, who I thought wes not to be negleéted, but he anfwer-
e(i, that the Lord Thefaurers hand wes at the letter of re-
fufall, and therefore will take it ill, if wee fhall draw down
vpon him a burthen which he is not willing to vndergo,
and may hurt his houfe if he dye, being now ane old Man.
But I, knowing his humor, and to teftify the refpect I
ought him, with the Secretary procured a letter from his
Ma: to him, putting the accepting or refufing in his owne
choyce. But it wes drawne vp by the Secretary, to whom
I entrufted it as belonging to him, with words derogatory

(as
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(as he alleadged) to his honor, of fet purpofe to put vs to-
- gether by the eares: for fo long as the Thefaurers princi-
pall and Deputy did concurre to the Kings fervice, he well
knew, that his doings, to the Kings prejudice and his
owne gaine, would not have fo faire way. Thes warrants
being figned, I went about the furnifing of fuch things, as
could not be conveniently had in Scotland, fpecially the
banqueting ftuffe, for which I agreed with Robert Wal-
thew Sergeant of the Kings confe@ionary at ordinary rates
for ready money, not daring to truft any other with that
which wes for the Kings owne mouth: and at Archibald
Campbells defyre did offer the employment vnder me to
Sir James Baily, of whom (becaufe I fhall have often cc-
cafion to name him) I fhall once for all give this Charac-
ter. He wes bafely borne, and had his education vnder
a Butcher, the height of his ability wes to be clark of a
kitchin, extremly ambi ious, and to attaine his ends would
give largely of that, which he had got indireély. This
man did refufe it, knowing be long experience, that hard-
ly thould he make vnlawfull benefit where I wes to looke
to him, pretending difability, and a defyre to retire from

E publick
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publick fervices; whereby I conjeftured that he had fome
wicked purpofes, as irtideed he had, for within two dayes
after, he went to Scotland, poffeft the Lord Thefaurer that
T went about to take his place from him, and perceaving
the Officiars of Eftate to be fo offended with me for daring
to vndertake what they had refufed, that they refolved not
to give ';vay to any warrand I thould bring downe, con-
ceaving hopes that be there meanes I might be difplaced,
and himfelfe fucceed : of which place he wes difapoynted
after the death of Sir Gideon Murray, who made him his
hofome friend, and tooke him in his company to England
(being vnder him a Receaver) when his Enemies did ac-
cufe him, But he, vpon hopes given him of Sir Gideons
place, gave his enemies aime vpon what poynts to charge
‘him, but being put by then, wes more eager now. The
Lord Thefaurer, at my coming home, did quarrell the let-
ter, wherein were thefe words, that if he pleas’d he might
joyne with me, of purpofe infert malitioufly by the Se-
cretary. All my warrands were refufed, ‘and letters fent
\;p extolling my Lord Thefaurers care and readines in the

Kings fervice, and to excufe his fubfcribing of the letter
wherein
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where¢in they refufed the Kings demand, this pretty di-
ftin&ion wes found out; that he had fubfcribed that letter
as ane officiar of eftate amongft the reft, but as Thefaurer
he wes moft willing to vndertake the fervice. Befide, he
wanted not Sr James Bailyes encouragement, and affu-
rance of money to performe the fervice, and indeed he
wes rich, and the better ftored for a late employment of
buying and furnifhing of Ships, and a colle&ion of a taxa-
tion put vpon him by thefe who were fharers in the gaine,
but his compts could never be receaved nor allowed till he
wes forced to put the Chancellor in poffeffion of the col-
le&tion of the remainder of that taxation, (for he had a
purpofe to get the colleCtions of all taxations to come an-
nexed to his place) and then Sr James got leave to enjoy
the prey. My warrands being refufed I refolved to goe
vp to fhow his Ma: what rubs his fervice had got in my
‘perfon, that his fervice might not be difapoynted, but that
he might remove thefe, or take fome other courfe in due
tyme. In my way I met Archibald Campbell coming home
hard by Sr James Bailyes hous, and be accident alfo ran-
countred my Lord of Roxburgh, they all, efpecially Sr

James,
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James, (for as yet he walked in clouds) were earneft with
me to ftay in Cobbrands-path till Archibald Campbell
might fpeake with the treafurer. who wes confident to re-
move all miftakings, I wes as confident his endeavours
would take no effe@, yet to fhow my willingnes to take
any courfe which were reafonable, that his Ma: fervice
might go on, promifed to ftay. Some eight dayes after
he came, and brought with him the draught of a letter,
which if I would wreat to his Ma: there fhould be perfe&
agreement. The letter, after fome recitall of the Thefaur-
ers care, and expences beftowed on reparation of the kings
houfes, &c. contained thefe words, For which caufe I
humbly befeech your Ma: that the warrands your Ma:
delivered me for following of this fervice may be reform-
ed, and the Earle of Mars name as your principall Officiar
infert thereintill, and for my part 1 as Thefaurer Deput
fhall be ready to affift him. When I pervfed this draught,
I conceaved it to be no other, then ane abandoning of the
Kings fervice by my owne fute who had accepted it. And
therefore after thefe words, his name as cheife Officiar to

be infert thereinto, I added, and myne as deputy joyntly
with
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with his; {6 after this manner I wes content to wreat.
This not giving fatisfa&tion, they perfuaded me to goe to
Tuninghame to the Earle of Hadington, who vidoubted-
ly would find out a temper of words to pleafe vs both.
Where when I came, he went about to perfuade me to
expunge thefe words (myne joyntly with his) as of no im-
portance ; but I vnderftood the importance of them, and
there intentions too : for certainly if any fuch letter had
been fent by me, they would have vfed it as ane argument
of my vnworthines of that employment, who had fo bafe-
ly gevin it over. Hadington then perfuaded me to goe
to Alloway to my Lord of Mar, affuring me that we would
agree well enough betwixt our felves, defyring Archibald
Campbell, St James Baily; and Archibald Primrofe to go
thither to affift thie agreement. to this I yeelded alfo. When
we came, Archibald Campbell, and I being alone with him,
he called in St James Baily and Archibald Primrofe only,
there being prefent fundry of his wyfc and well affe@ted
Friends, which I tooke for no good token of agreement,
they being interefled. Sir James, who wes affured of the
employment and profit thereby under the Thefaurer, wes

F loath
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loath I fhould furvey his doings. And Archibald Prim-

rofe, knowing that I muft have a hand in the taxation,
wes loath I fhould looke into that to which he wes Clerke.
My Lord preafled me ftill to wreat to the King, as had
conceaved the letter, affuring me, forfooth, that he would
vle me as Thefaurer Deput. I anfwered, that employ-
ment wes put vpon me without my procuring at that tyme:
At his Ma: earneft defyre I accepted the whole, if he re-
fufed; the one halfe if he were pleafed to accept the other.’
It were a moft bafe part.in me to relinquifh the fame with-
out his Ma: privity, and to become futer to that effe®.’
But, if his |Lo] could move the King to give him the whole
employment, I thould be well content, and never oppofe it.
'This not fatisfying him, I tooke my leave, and told him
that I wes to goe vp to lay downe that employment at his
Ma: feet, to be difpofed of as he pleafed. Sr James Baily
came to Court before me with all my Lords letters to his’
Friends, but had no good acceptance fromn the King.. When
I came his Ma: receaved me fo gratioufly, as I and all other
thought I fhould be only employed. Shortly after me fol--
lowed a number of my Enemies. the Chanceleir wes there

before.
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before,x Monteith came vp to aflit my Lord of Mar his
purpofe, but carried ftill the face of a friend to me. They
enformed the King againft me moft fallly and maliciouf--
ly, that I had deceaved him in the Leafle of Orknay, that-
I intended to deceave him in the bargane with Sergeant
Walthew, that I had converted fome Fynes to my owne
vie, and had not compted for them, and fome other things
in that kynd, which, becaufe thej are particularly fet downe
heirafter with the anfwers to them, I leave at this tyme.

Thefe informations, though they made no great impref-
fion in the Kings mynd, yet ferved -they to transfer the
emplojment to my Lord of Mar, which pleafed me well,
for all my end wes to preferve my reputation in this
poynt, that I had not of my felfe bafely abandoned the
Kings fervice for feare of there power and combination. .
for there wes neither profit to ane honeft man, nor ho-.
nour, iff that employment, which proved ineffeGuall to
my Lord Thefaurer and mee both, for we were out of.
place before his Ma: came to Scotland. My Lord Are-
fkins firft endeavour wes to-draw the Secretary from me,
whom he efteemed my friend, as indeed he pretended,

but
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but really wes friend to no man longer then he faw ad-
vantage to be his Enemy, promifing in his Fathers name’
to pay a good part of a warrand of fix thoufand pounds’
fterling, alledged got from King James, but never yet
feene be one Officiar or other, and doubly if not triply
payed fince, for what ever came to the King, a part wes
appoynted to the Secretary toward the payment of that
warrand, which is not yet fully payed, nor, I thinke, ever
thall be, fo long as the King hath money, and he truft to’
abufe him. This bait forccd him to vnmaftke himfelfe,
and, that he might deferve the promife to declare himfelfe
my enemy, as ever after he wes in this and every thing’
els. Before this a litle St Alexander Strachan, and fome’
other his partners (of whom the Secretary wes one, for
nothing paft wherin he wes not a fharer, and then nothing’
wes fo hurtfull to the King or Countrey which wes not’
delivered vnder the title of good fervice) had proje@ed to
the King great profit to aryfe out of the Wards of Mar-
riage and Nonentries, which, being moft pernicious to his*
Ma: and the beft of his Subje@s, 1 mainly oppofed heir
in Scotland, 4nd with much adoe got the paffing ‘of it de-
layed
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layed (fo ftrongly had they made there party in our Ex
chequer) till it fhould be debated before the King; who
had fent for all his Officiars to Court, to have there opi-
nions concerning the buflines of the Tythes. Thefe and
fuch lyke buflines increaft there fplene againft me, wha
ftill vpon all occafions continued my wonted freedome to
give advyfe without refpet of any thing els, but the pu-
blick good. The moft part of my enemies heing prefent
at Court fell a confulting and plotting my overthrow,
which from this tyme foorth they fo eagerly profecuted,
as they forgot conicience, honor, there owne qualities,
and the places they pofleft; and this way they went to
work. They made Sr Alexander Strachan waken his pro-
je&t for the Wards, and to procure from the King a hear-
ing of the Exchequer, knowing well that I would oppofe
it, to incenfe him againft me, and to move him to be my
accufer vpon there former informations, a man as much
as [ hated be them, efpecially be the Chancelier, whom he
had accufed the yeare before of brybery to his face before
the King, which he prefled fo hard vpon him, as, to fave
his reputation and place, James Doungl»s Deputy Secre-
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tary, a man relligious and honeft, but tbo-too-ﬁmple,' who
hardly could be induced to take the ordinary benefit of
his place, wes perfwaded to take the fault vpon him, and
thereby loft his place. -Sr Alexander perceaving there
drift and fplene againft me, made his advantage of it, pro-
mifing if he might have a Commiffion to bring in con-
cealments and omiffions of the Thefaurary (which he after-
wards got to his great profit) he thould find matter enough
againft me, and would charge me. When the Exchequer
met, I oppofed St Alexanders proje&s for the Wards, &c.
but found no refiftance, but excufing himfelfe, that he
thought it was_for the benefit of the King and good of
his Subje&s, and if it were found not fo, he would will-
ingly relinquifh his fute, but faid withall (according to
the plot) that the Kings profit wes negle&ted be the Offi-
ciars, and that he would give twenty thoufand pounds for
the Omiffions of the Thefaurary, if he might have com-
miffion to bring them in ; as indeed there wes fomething
in that kynd through no fault of myne. I anfwered that
there were fome Omiffions w<b wes not altogether my Lord |
‘Thefaurers fault, nor myi;e, but partly theirs who ferved

' “before
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before vs, and that we intended in tyme to bring them'in,
ineither wes there fuch perfetion among men, to omit
‘nothing ; and for my part I would not only not oppofc
him, but be a meanes to move the King to grant him com-
miffion, and accept the condition, but that he had not done
amiffe to have informed the Officiars of thefe concealments,
who would have had a care to fee his paines recompenfed,
whereas now this offer of his wes of the nature of ane ac-
cufation and imputation to'vs. Thefe who were of the
party, fearing that I would hold him to his word, and en-
gage him, brought him off with this motion; that he fhould
have the commiffion, and what fhould be thereby brought
in, the King to have the one halfe, and Sr Alexander the
other; to which they all affented, but my felfe, (who now
began to fmell the drift of it) and the Bifhop of Roffe,
whofe Opinion wes, that the Officiars fhould bring in thefc
Omiffions, and St Alexr confidered for the difcovery. The
report wes made to the King by the Chancelier and Secre-
tary only, that St Alexanders proje& of the wards, &c.
wes difallowed, but that he had vndertaken to bring in,

to his Ma: great profit out of Concealments, ane excellent

peece
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peece of fervice, and that none of the number wes againft
it but I oﬁly for my owne ends. The Commiflion wes
drawne vp in great hafte, and figned, and wes to be fent
downe to Scotland to be fubfcribed by the Thefaurer, and
paft the Seales, whereof they were affured, fince it tended
to my hurt. How foone I vnderftood the fame, I told his
Ma: that the Commiflion wes fending away, and I had
never feene it, that oftymes fpecious pretexts were made
for his benefit, and nothing intended but the gaine of the
Proje&ers, whervpon the King called to him Mr Mauld
commanding the Secretary by him to let me pervfe the
Commiffion before it went, which Mr Mauld did, but for
all that I could never come to fee it. But a meeting being
for the Tythes before the King, they brought in mention
of that commiffion. The Chancelier faid, it was a great
peece of fervice, and that the Gentleman had deferved well.
I anfwered, that will be beft knowne after the performance,
for me, I thought it might prove {o too, but that I thought
fit that the word (Concealments) might be defined and ex-
plained: for the Kings Tenants in fome ill yeares were not
able to pay (it may be) at the precife tyme, yet the Cham=
berlanes
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berlanes would bring them in at another tyme when the
Tenants were able. If thefe, or of the like nature, wech
were knowne, and in charge in Exchequer were called
concealments or omiffions, the King thould loffe the halfe
of that rent, and give fees vnneceffarly for that part of his
rent to Chamberlanes and Stuarts. But, Sir, (faid I) what
ever is in that commiffion is vnknowne to me, for I never
yet faw it, not the les of your Ma: command. At which
the King wes angry, and looked fternely vpon the Secre-
tary. But the Chancelier, whofe manner wes to interrupt
all men when he wes difpofed to fpeake, and the King too,
did fall vpon aggravating thefe Omiffions fo far as the
Marquis of Hamilton faid; My Lord, how can there be
fuch negle& as you fpeake of, fince I know they had al-
moft put my Mother to the horne for fourty fhillings
Scots ; whereat the King fmyled, and ryfing vp faid to
Sr Alexr Strachan, you have faid to me that there are
n;any omiffions and faults, and that you will doe me good
fervice, you fhall have the commiffion, but if you be not
fo good as your word, I fhall find a fault fomewhere. All
this while my Lord Arefkine the Thefaurers fonne ftood |
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by mute, as if the mater had no way concerned his father,
for the Chancelier had blocked vp his mouth by a promife,
that not his father, but I only, fhould be charged, with
thefe omiffions; and that he fhould be free from any fuch
imputation; which he performed, faying, he wes a noble-
man now in age, and could not take care of the Kings
effaires nor his owne, but all wes my fault, excufing him
{o to his difadvantage from particular omiffion by difabling
him of the care of all. When we came from the King,
the Chancelier told St William Balfour how much he had
beene my Friend, although I had moved the King to take
Orknay from him to get a leafe of it my felfe. I defyred
Sr William to tell him that he had expreft himfelfe my
enemy, and that I knew nothing of Orknay till he told it
me himfelfe. And with all tell him (faid I) that I wes
never fo ill a fervant to my Mafter as to advyfe him to
give threttein thoufand pounds fterling for renuncing his
grant of Orknay, for the which he would gladly have ta-
ken fyve thoufand pounds fterling, as they can tell whom
he employed to procure it.

i After
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" After this my Perfecutors changed there mynd, and
thinking it fit that my hand fhould be to the commiffion,
who oppofed it, to make it the more effetuall againft my
felfe, the Secretary delyvered me a command from the
King to fubfcribe it. To which I replyed; that is con-
trary to the Commiffion of Exchequer, which ordaines vs
to fubfcribe all fignatours judicially, but if he would fay
before witnes that his Ma: commanded me to fubfcribe it
in particular, I would obey; which he refufed; but the next
day he brought me a warrand vnder the Kings hand to
fubfcribe. I finding that my oppofition had drawne vpon
me no fmall fufpicion of feare and guiltines, having receav-
ed this warrand, did fubfcribe cheerfully and willingly de-
fying Sr Alexander and all the world to charge me with’
any fault or malverfation in my office, in prefence of the
Bithop of Rofle, Sir Alexander him{elfe, and divers others.
This confidence and alacrity did make the Chancelier feare
that the commiffion would not work the effe&t againft me
that he withed, and then he began to pervfe it more feri-
oufly, and finding that himfelfe might come within the
compafle of it, being a ColleGtor of a Taxation, did delay

his
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his fubfcription, finding fome faults and informalities in it,
and being further prefled did pretend the gut in his hand,
wch wes in his feet, not fubfcribing twenty dayes after me, *
till the Earle of Nithi{dale Sr Alexanders friend, and none
of his, told his Ma: that the Chancelier only did hinder the
fervice, himfelfe had fo much commended in his prefence:
he then fubfcribed it. But Sr Alexander could not have
way for it through the feales till he gave affurance to the
Chancelier and Thefaurer to meddle with nothing where-
into they had intereft. When it wes paft the feales they.
prefled him to accufe me: he told them he had made di-
ligent fearch of the Regifters, and could find no matter; if
any of them would informe him againft me, and fet there
hands to the information, he would accufe me as he pro-
mifed: otherw'yfe to mifinforme the King without a war-,
rand, and fuccumbe in the probation, he thought it neither
the part of a wyfe nor honeft man. They being difapoynt-
ed of the pleafure they conceaved, to fee the one of vs ruine
the other, whom they equally hated, were fo farre incenfed
againft him, as at a Convention of the Eftates, which wes

thortly thereafter, they ftirred vp fome of the Eftates to
complaine
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complaine vpon him for purchafing a ‘commiffion to exes
cute penall Statutes, and made him fo odious, as he wes
forced to give it over, yet by the helpe of his good friends
he got good fatisfaltion from his Ma: :
My Lord Thefaurer having got the employment of fur-
nifing the King, and I put by it, it wes not reafonable that
contra@s fhould be ftanding hetwixt Sergeant Walthew and
“me: I defyred therefore his Ma: to give ardour to call them
in, to be cancelled, the King commanded the Chancelier to
fee it done. the Sergeant proﬂuced the contrals, and the
Chancelier would faine have picked fomething out of them
to my difadvantage. then, faid I, I acquainted the King (as
indeed I did, and his Ma: remembred it) with the maner
and matter of this Bargane, to which Sr James Baily re-
plyed, that the King knew it not till it wes queftioned: and
I (not being able to containe my felfe) faid, that it wes not
lyke his barganes and his complices in the Kings fervice.
At which the Chancelier was fo furioufly mad (for it touch -
ed him) that forgetting hin;felfe, and me too, he command-
ed me out of his chamber, which I would not doe; the
chamber wes none of his, but a borrowed one, and within
I the
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the kings houfe, whither I went by the Kings command
but-the relation of this bargane I leave to the proper place.
Thereafter the Chancelier and Secretary my profeft ene-
mies, were not athamed to purchafe a commiffion to them-
felves to examine thefe matters, and to colour there ma-
lice fomewhat, they joyned Sr James Fullarton one of his
Ma: bedchamber, ane honeft man, but fomewhat fimple.
they examined the Sergeant, they threatned him, and when
that would not doe, they promifed to deale with the green-
cloath for payment to him of his arearages, a great fowme,
if he would depone any thing againft me, which he, being
more rich and covetous then honeft, would faine have
done if there had beene any probable ground. And al-
though I wes dayly prefent at Court all this wes done
without my knowledge, who ought to have beene cited as
having fpeciall intereft, and fuch report wes, made to the
King as beft pleafed them.

Shortly after St James Baily went to Scotland with a
letter vnder the Kings hand, purchafed and conceaved in
fuch ambiguous termes by the Secreiary, commanding me
to produce thefe contra&s, as no man could know whither

my
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my producion fhould bee to be cancelled, or examined,
whereby the Secretary if the King had taken exception
(for ftill his good opinion continued of me) might furaifh
himfelfe of ane excufe, and make his owne interpretation,
by that crafty meanes to make me produce before them,
whereby a Judicature thould have been eftablithed once,
which afterward I could not declyne, bringing in fuch
things as might ferve there turne with a thow at leaft of
Juftice. Some eight or ten weeks after, I came to Scot-
land, and this forfaid letter wes flill kept vp. I brought
with me a moft favorable letter of the Kings, wherein his
Ma: declared that I wes a motft faithful Servant, and wor-
thy of the truft repofed vpon me, and that it wes his plea-
fure, that without further trouble I thould enjoy my fees,
penfions, and exerceife of my place. The copy of this
letter the Secretary fent downe before me to my enemies,
who never produced there letter till myne wes prefented.
Prefently thereafter St James Baily produced the other, of
a date farre anterior to myne, the leaft obfcure word where-
of they thought warrand fufficient to proceed againft me,

wherevpon the Indentors betwixt Walthew and me were

vrged
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vrged to be produced. I refufed; and therevpon being
rcmoved, till they advyfed what was fit to be done, the
Kings Advocat followed me, and vnder colour of friend-
{hip defyred me to produce as moft for my advantage. But
having learned now to diftruft, and fearing by my owne
confent to eftablifh a judicature where my enemies were
to be my Judges, when I wes called in againe, fpoke thus.
My Lords, I have confidered his Ma: letter, wherein ha-
ving difcharged the bargane betwixt Walthew and me, and
another made, his pleafure is that the indenturs be can-
celled to fecure him from the danger of the faid bargane,
which he may be fubje&t to if the wreats were extant. for
obedience therefore I am content either be a& from this
table, or by difcharge under my hand to renounce all ac-
tion competent to me againft him for implement of the
faid Indentures: But for production heirof I defyre to be
excufed, for (my Lords) I have fo good experience now:
of the nature of malice, that I know there is no meaning
fo good nor fincere, which it will not traduce, nor no words
fo cleare, the fenfe whereof it will not pervert, and there-

‘fore will be loath to put fo honeft a text in the hands of
fo
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fo bad commeritators as my enemies are. Befyde this ma-
ter among others being canvafed above by a commiflion
procured, execute, and reported (I am fure) to my difad-
vaniage, without my knowledge, though prefent, by men
not well affe@ted to me one [Sr James Fullarton] excepted
whofe knowné honefty and integrity I will never wrong
with fufpicion. After all his Ma: hes gevin me ane hono-
rable approbation in this letter even now red before you.
If I thould now expofe my reputation to mifconftru&ion
vpon thefe Indentures defyred to be produced, what were
it elfe but to wrong his Ma: judgement, and to call it in
queftion upon ane obfcure letter fent downe before the
fame, and fubtilly kept vp till now to make this vfe of it.
Neither my Lords doe I refufe tryall, but advantage to my
adverfaries, for nothing can prove more honorable to me,
nor more contrare to their defyres. And therefore when
ever I fhall vnderftand his Ma: pleafure to that effect I
thall be moft willing to vndergoe all Lawfull try;\l}, either
before his Ma:, or any Judge competent and vnfufped,
not only in that particular, but in any thing elfe concern-
ing my charge. For, my Lords, this I dare affirme with-

K out
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out vanting, that never any officiar hath ferved the King
with more honefty and integrity, with better affeGion, or
les regard to my owne profit. If it were otherwyfe I could
hardly blind the eyes of the world fo, but fome tokens would
remaine. I have not builded vp a fortune vpon hill or hope
by cozning the King, or wronging his Subjeés, I have
bought no land fince I wes Thefaurer Deput, I have not
builded faire houfes, nor married daughters, nor have I
fowmes going out vpon intreft, but am as farre in debt as
when I entred this fervice, and that I have been no prodi-
gall all men know, that know me. My defyre therefore
is that you will not countenance fo injuft and malitious
proceedings againft fo honeft a Servant of the Kings even
for the Kings caufe, and for your owne that you will not
admit dangerous prefidents againft one who hath the honor
to be of your number, which may poflibly meet fome of
your felves another day, for I know none of your [Lo] fo
great nor fo good, as can plead exemption from the malice
of detraGors, but may come in the fame predicament that
I am in now, who of late thought my felfe as farre out of

the compafle of it as another. But becaufe even this an-
fwere
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fwere of myne may be mifconftructed, or otherwayes re-
- lated, I have fet doune vnder my hand a declaration of my
offer to this purpofe, which I defyre may be fent vp to his
Ma: when your |Lo] fhall think fit to rander his Ma: ane
account of your proceedings vpon his letters, that his Ma:
may fee my willingnes to obey his pleafures, and to have
all my proceedings put to a lawfull tryall. _

Having faid, I prefented my offer of tryall fubfcribed by
my felfe, drawne vp be the advyfe of my advocat. TFind-
ing then, that I could not be induced to doe any thing that
might give them the cognition of my matters, they fent vp
to the Secretary to procure letters for there purpofe; and
therefore to avoyd thefe I went to his Ma: where I re-
mained awhyle fecure from any perfuit, but they ftill con-
tinued there calumnies, and having occafion to returne to
Scotland I wes no fooner there, when I wes advertifed that
his Ma: had conceaved a high difpleafure againft me vpon
this occafion. His Ma: being pofleft that the Leafe of
Orknay, &c. wes gevin to me vpon truft not only to pay
the whole rent to the King, but alfo all benefit that thould

accrefce to me as takfman, whill I wes at Court, his Ma:

had
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had gevin command to one (whom I doe not know, nor
could ever learne, although I vfed extraordinary importu-
nity with the King for that purpofe) to repaire to me, and
will me in his Ma: name to furrender the Leafe of Orknay,
&ec. to the King. The party never came to me nor told
any body elfe that he had fuch Commiffion from his Ma:
to me. But after I had kift his Ma: hand, and taken horfe
for Scotland, he framed this anfwere to the King as from
me, that I would ftand out in law againft his Ma: and that
in juftice the King could not take the Leafe from me. How
foone I knew the caufe of his Ma: difpleafure againft me,
I fent a power to St William Balfour to make the furren-
der, to whom the King expreft his anger againft me in
great meafure. When I came vp, I found his countenance
altered, and therefore defyred the Marquis of Hamilton to
procure me accefle and hearing, which for a long tyme he
could not obtaine, becaufe (faid the King) he will not fur-
render his Leafe of Orknay to me. But the Marquis af-
firming that I wes come vp for that purpofe, which the
Kinglwould not believe, fo ftrongly wes he pofielt of the
contrare, and would not admit me till I furrendred. Where-

vpon
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vpon the Secretary wes commanded to draw vp a furrens
der: but he, loth that that way fhould be made open to
me to recover the Kings favor, excufing himfelfe alleadged
the furrender muft be legall, and drawne vp be the Kings
Advocate, who fent vp one which he knew I would never
agree to: for by it, I wes only to furrender 7000 marks
payable to me by my Subtak{men, and remaine obliged
to pay yearely 45000 marks to Nithifdale, to whom the
King had gevin the duety of Orknay, &c. This by all men
wes thought {o vnreafonable, as the Secretary wes forced
to draw vp a totall furrender, as well of the duety, as of
that the Subtakfman wes to pay to me, and that (in ex-
prefle termes) for all tymes to come, to which I put to my
hand. This 7000 marks wes gevin to Anandale, who not
content therewith foifted in to his grant a termes duety of
the fame before my furrender. Then did they begin there
calumnies afrefh without regard of truth or honor: and
to countenance the matter the better, the Lord Thefaurer
wes fent for be them, a man of great age, and lame of his
leg, and went vpon crutches, afluring him that they had
prepared the King {o, and gevin him fuch impreffions of

L me,
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me, as there nceded no more but his prefence to turne me
out, who wes not flow to vndertake fuch a journey to that
end, and who in the midft of his journey got fo fhrewd a
fall, as for many dayes he wes not able to fturre, yet at laft
went forward: fo implacable and malitious he wes of na-
ture. In the meane tyme, all the terrors of the world were
gevin me: that the King would fend me home to be tryed,
wherc my enemies were to be my Judges: that I fhould
not only want my fees, penfion, and place, but the Kings
favour, and my owne honor alfo, and as a delinquent and
criminall be warded in the caftle of Edinburgh, and deep-
ly fyned: neither did they ftick to lay this imputation on
the Kings juftice, that the King wes refolved to difpoflefle
me of that place, and a fault muft be found though there
were none, to excufe the King in that poynt. And the
Tarle of Monteith, whofe afliftance in this buflines St James
‘Baily had bought at a deare rate, did earneftly deale with
me himfelfe pretending friendfhip, and be my Lord Carrict
(who meant fincerely) to accept compofition from Sr James,
adding many horrible oaths that the King had paft his pro-
‘mife of my place to him. But I confidering that to enter

treaty
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treaty with them, or any other vpon that poynt, would
give them advantage and occafion to tell the King that I
had a defyre to leave the Kings fervice, and had already
treated of conditions, which vndoubtedly would not only
have made him give way, but to have judged the caufe to
have proceeded from my feare and guiltines. Therefore
vpon no condition could I be induced to heare fo much as
ane offer, till my reputation were cleanfed from all there
foule afperfions. But Sr James being impatiently ambitious,
not only with promifes and brybes plyed all thofe who
might any way further his purpofe, but alfo dealt earneft-
ly by the meanes of Mr Johne Hay with my Lord of Low-
don (my friend, a wyfe, and honeft man) being then at
Court, fo that, my Lord, Mr Johne, and I, had a meeting,
where many reafons were vied to induce me to enter treaty,
and but to heare the conditions, which I doubted not,
would have beene very great, without intention to per-:
forme, but only to make the forefaid vfe of my treating,
I would by no mcanes condifcend thereto: yet to give my
Lord Lowdon fatisfattion, who perchance might have
thought me will-full againft my owne well, I fpoke thus

to
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to Mr Johne: I have ferved the Kings f;ther~and~ himf{elfe
long, yet to ferve him againft his will, I will not :- let S
James vfe his Friends to move the King to tell me, that it
is his pleafurc to be ferved be another, then I will treat :
but I thought in my mynd, never with him. the King
(fayes Mr Johne) will never doe that: then replyed I, doe
you thinke it fit for me to give the King his leave (as we
fay) before he give me myne, I know not where to find fo
good a Mafter: and, not being able to indure any longer
ihe ambition of fo bafe a fellow, I defyred Mr Johne to
tell him, that I wes a better friend to him, then he tooke
ine to be in not treating with him, for if he were in that
place he could not hold vp his hands, and would be hang-
¢d (it may bee) within a yeare. fo diffolved that meiting,
for with honor I could not treat with any fo long as my
rcputation wes in qu‘eﬁion, farre les with him who had
raifed fo many calumnies and Enemics to me.

Then vnderftanding that my Lord of Mar wes on his
journey, and neir, I thought it fit to be in fome fort armed
wgainft the ftorme he brought with him, and told his Ma:
Low injuftly I wes dealt withall in Scotland, that I who

WwW¢ES
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wes to pay other men there fees and penfions could get
none of my owne, which I faid wes very ftrange, if it were
not be his Ma: command or allowance ; which his Ma;
having difclamed with ane oath, then faid I; St your Ma:
hes beene hardly pofleft of me a long tyme by finiftrous
information, and I am not conicious to my felfe of fo much
as a thought other then becomes a faithfull fervant. No;
faid the King: did not you refufe to furrender your leafe
of Orknay to one who had commiffion of me to demand
it to my vfe? truely Sir (faid I) never man demanded it of
me, nather did I know that fuch was your pleafure, till I
hard in Scotland of your Ma: anger for my refufing. Did
not you (faid the King) fay to him that you would ftand
out in law againft me, which is alfo vnder your hand? to
which I replyed; doe me the favour, Sir, to let me know
to whom your Ma: gave that commiffion, and confront vs
before you, and I doub not to make him confefle, that he
hes abufed your Ma: with ane vntruth, and if any fuch
thing can be thowne vnder my hand, I will not only give
“the hand but the head alfo to be ftricken off. then did I
prefle with importunity to knowe this fyne commiffioner,
' M but
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but his Ma: by no meanes would doe it, faying it wes
enough, he wes fatisfyed, and did not beleive it. Then
did I tell his Ma: what ftorme wes prepared againft me. at
my Lord of Mars vpcoming, that I defyred no more but
indifferent hearing, and proteion if my caufe were ho-
neft : which he gratioufly promifed, and therevpon gave
me a kiffe of his hand. Some two or three dayes after
my Lord of Mars arryving at Court, they altogether and
fingly, when they had opportunity, vexed the King with
there calumnies, vrging him to fend me home to be judg-
ed, a poynt which they laboured by all meanes, fo that
the King for his owne quyet wes (I may fay) forced to
fend Sr Archibald Achefon the other Secretary to me (for
my Lord Stirling excufed himfelfe vpon the hate I caried
to him) to tell me that there were many informations
againft me, therefore defyred to know whither I would
ftand to my juftification, or fubmit my felfe to him. I
anfwered, that I wes much bound to his Ma: and would
my felfe give his Ma: my anfwere, and (I doubted not)
fatisfaGion. Which Sr Archibald having reported, I put
my felfe in the Kings way the next day when he wes go-

ing
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ing from dinner; he beckened to me, and I followed him
in to his Bed-chamber: and being alone with him, Sir
(faid T) T have receaved your pleafure by St Archibald
Achefon, and humbly thanks your Ma: for giving me a
choyce to ftand to my juftification, or fubmit my felfe to
your Ma: I will not, Sir, abfolutely juftify my felfe before
God, nor before you: your Ma: might have had a Ser-
vant of more eminent abilities, but never a faithfuller, nor
more diligent, nor better affeted. And as for fubmitting
my felfe to your Ma: if my lyfe or eftate were in quaf-
tion, I could lay them both doune at your feet, but this
is my honour dearer to me then they both, which loofes
by fubmitting, and cannot be repared by your Ma: nor
any King in the world. the words at firft feeming fharpe
and brufke, he mufed a litle, then burft out with thefe:
Begod, my Lord, you have rcafon; and withall he told
me fome of there informations. Then Sir (faid I) there
hate againft me is for no caufe gevin by me, and to moft
of them I have done reall courtefies, but becaufe I will
not comply with them, nor give way to there defyres, to
vour Ma: prejudice and your Subje&s, and for your Ma:

fervice,
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fetvice, and my vndertakings in it. - But, Sir, I defyre ne
more but the moft rigorous and exaceft tryall can be de-
vyfed, fo it be juft, and your Ma: my Judge, and that I
be not remitted to Scotland, where my Enemies are to be
my Judges, and where (if I were as innocent as Jefus
Chryft) I fhould be condemned, for the more exa& the
tryall be, the more fhall my faithfulnes and integrity ap-
peare to your Ma: and I will not only anfwere for my
owne actions, but if my wyfe, friend, or fervant (who by
corrupt Officiars vfually are fet out to be Baudes to there
bryberie) have done wrong, I am content it be imputed
to me. If Ihad coufened your Ma: and oppreft your
people, and then made fome men fharers in the Prey, your
Ma: had not beene troubled now, nor I thus perfecuted,
but had beene delivered to your Ma: for a good and faith-
full fervant. then his Ma: promifed that he would heare
all himfelfe, web wes a poynt I defyred much to gaine,
and did ferve me afterward to good purpofe. Then, Sir,
(faid I) be pleafed to mak thefe informers fet downe there *
informations in wreat, and fet to there hands to it, and
within three houres after, I fhall either give a punétuall

and
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and faﬁafa&oi'y anfwere, or atherwayes. your Ma: may
difpofe of me at your pleafure, Fis Ma: wes pleafed with
the courfe, and I tooke my leave, Immediatly thereafter,
the Earle of Mar, and the whole troup of my adverfaries
(who were waiting in the Earles ¢hamber, till I thould
come from the King) expeted a furrender of place and
all to the King, becaufe of the word (fatisfaion) that I
‘vied to St Archibald Achefon, As they came downe ftairs
flowly, becaufe of my Lords lamenes, one faid, this is lyke
the Lord Napier who is going downe by degrees; another,
as they were going through the Court, told his Friend that
afked, that they were all going to give the Lord Napier
the laft ftroake. In this infultin_g humor they came to the
King, who told them that I affirmed all there informations
to be calumnies, and that I would ftand to my juftification,
and commanded them to fet downe there accufations and
informations in wreat vnder there hand, and to deliver the
fame to me to be anfwered. This falling out farre b_e_fyde
there expeQtation, aftonithed them a litle, efpecially the
Earle of Mar, who fell downe vpon his knees with his
crutches, and with teares intreated the King to free him

N of
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of my trouble, and that he could not ferve with me, thus
ftirring pity to caufe injuftice. To whom the King faid,
My Lord, I would doe you any favour, but I cannot doe
injuftice for you. For the fpace of eight dayes after, I
wes free of there perfute, fo long as the King remained in
Hampton Court (for the command to fet downe the wreat
vnder there hands did much amaze them) but every day
they had there meetings and confultations how to over-
throw me, and being ignorént of the Kings promife, to
heare all himfelfe, all there endeavours tended to get me
remitted to Scotland, and then they were fure of there de-
fyre. His Ma: having removed to Theoballs afked the
Secretary, if the informations in wreat were delivered to
me, and commanded it to be done inftantly. This put
them in fome feare that the Lord of Traquare and his
friends had procured this, who wes ane expe&ant for the
place, if I fhould have beene put from it, and a man of an-
other fa&tion then Monteith and the Secretary: and ther:,e-
fore by the Earle of Carrick they moft earneftly dealt with
me a-freth to treat with St James Baily, adding great pro-

mifes but with the lyke fuccefle as before. y
The
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The Secretary then fent me the informations enclofed
‘within a letter of his owne to me, fhowing that it wes his
Ma: pleafure that I thould fend the anfweres to him to be
delivered of the King : but I would not doe fo. When I
opened the Articles of accufation, I found no hand at them,
but wreaten in a litle peece of f)aper, {o near the end there-
of, as not one letter could be wreaten more, of purpofe,
that if the King fhould vrge them to fet to there hands
vpon a fuddaine, they might gaine fome tyme in wreating
them over to confult vpon the mater. I prefently drew
vp the anfweres, and on the morrow I told his Ma: that
I had receaved thefe Articles, and that there wes no hand
at them. That is all one, (faid the King, as they had in-
formed him) you know the mater now and may anfwere
it. Sr, (faid I) there is no Judicature civill nor criminall
can be eftablithed without thefe neceflary members, a
Judge, a Perfewer, and a Defender: true it is, in Scotland,
in the fa&ious tymes, men were called in without know-
ing either cryme or perfewer, which they called (fuper
inquirendis), but that barbarous and injuft cuftome wes

abolithed by your Ma: father by ane exprefle a& of Par-

liament



( 52 )

liament yet ftanding in force, I hope your Ma: will not
introduce it againe, and make me the precedent of it. If
it be fo (faid the King) they muft fet to there hands, and
thall fet to there hands. Vpon my alleidgance Sir (faid I)
it is fo, but I beleive they will never doe it, not for feare
of me, but knowing in there coniciences that they are
mere forged calumnies, they know they fhall fuccumbe
in the probation, and then they feare your juft difpleafure.
Befyde, Sir, they thinke your Ma: will not deny me place
to recriminat them, after I am cleared my felfe, and then
they know they cannot come faire off. But, Sir, doe me
the favour to prefle them to fubfcribe the articles, and if
they refufe, yet for your Ma: fatisfattion, I fhall anfwere
pun&tually, and deliver the anfweres in your owne hand.
The King wes well pleafed, and indeed prefled them to
fubfcribe. But they having met, and each of them put»
ting the accufation vpon another, and Sr James Baily ob-
je&ing there promife to accufe me to fome of greateft place
for onerous caufes, no man of all that great number, great
nor fmall wes found that durft fet to there hand: fuch
force hath truth. Which I perceiving did give my an-

fweres
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fiveres to his Ma: which together with the articles of ac«
cufation heere followeth.

1. That the Lord Napier contrare to the ingenuity of
a publick Officiar, being intrufted by his Ma: with the tak
of Orknay, fet a fubtak to William Dick for payment of
45000 marks or thereby yearly for the vfe of the Earle of
Nithifdale, and by ane indire&-courfe tooke a privat band
of the faid William, to pay to himfelfe 7000 marks over
and above the faid fowme, never offering to have recorded
or made compt of the forfaid fowme of 7000 marks, ac-
cording to his Ma: truft repofed in him, if the fame had
not beene difcovered be the Earle of Anandales meanes,
‘as is well knowne to his Ma: and others.

2. That the Lord Napier, being intrufted with making
provifion for his Ma: going to Scotland, made a publick
Indenture wt Sergeant Walthew at ane extraordinary high
rate for confe@ions, and privatly wrote a backband with
his owne hand binding the Sergeant to accept of much

lefle pryces: whereby it doth appeare, that he invented,
: 0] or
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or it leaft intended a way not fair for a Princes Officiar, to
have it in his power to deceave his Ma: which he might
have performed if that courfe had not beene prevented,
and a more ftraight and cleare bargane made with the faid
Sergeant to his Ma: great advantage: and it is requifite
that the faid backband were produced, and the former pro-

ceedings in that buffines both heir and in Scotland revifed,
if fo it fhall pleafe his Ma:

3. That the Lord Napeir hath intrometted with many
feverall fowmes of money, arifing partly out of efcheated
goods prohibit to be exported, or of cuftomable goods not
lawfully entred, and of fynes taken privatly from above
250 people, or thereby, of Malt-makers and Brewers for
tranfgrefling of A&ts of Parliament and Counfell, of all
- which there is neither record, nor accompt made in.the
Exchequer, although there have beene feverall accompts
paffed fince the receipt of the faid money. And not being
content with thefe ftrange and difordered proceedings, he
hath contrare to the A&s of Parliament, and duety of his

place, not only taken money for his owne vfe, for giving
out
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out or procuring licences to diverfe people for exporting
of prohibited goods to the generall prejudice of the whole
kingdome, befydes his Ma: great loffe;; but alfo hath out
of his Ma: coffeys given or procured penfions, fees, wages,
or recompences to other perfons for attending the faid pro-
hibited goods, although the whole benefit is applyed to his

owne vie.

The LorRD NAPIERS Anfweres.

May it pleafe your Ma: before I anfwere to the firft
concerning the leafe of Orknay, it is neceffary, that it be
cleared by a true relation of that buffines. It pleafed your
Ma: to give the rent of Orknay to the Earle of Nithifdale’
for fyve yeares, and he tranfa&ed with St Johne Buchan-
nan (againft whom your Ma: father of bleffed memory
had juft exceptions, and concerning whom your Ma: felfe
gave me a warrand vnder your hand to ftop all mater of
favour when it thould occurre) who fent vp to be figned
by your Ma: a tak of Orknay for payment to the faid Earle

of 45000 marks a-year, and vpon condition to advance

him
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him fowmes of money, whereof I getting notice, and con-
ceiving it to be a matter of favour, did acquaint your Ma:
without any purpofe at all to move yo.ur Ma: for my felfe,
till your Secretary St William Alexander, finding the ftop,
reprefented to me that by that meanes the Lord Nithifdales
employment to Denmark would be croft, and that fervice
failing would be imputed to me. which I, apprehended
to be true, wes perfwaded be him to come in St Johne his
place, and vndertake the pérformance of the fame condi-
tions, which if he pleafe to doe me right, he will not de-
ny. Wherevpon I moved your Ma: for my felfe, telling
your Ma: that it were fitter that Leafe were in the hands
of ane Officiar of Exchequer then any othér, becaufe from
him your Ma: might have a Surrender, when and vpon
what conditions you pleafed, which hardly another would
doe, and that then, the improvement (if any were) might
come in to the Exchequer, and as for me your Ma: thould
have it when and vpon what termes you pleafed; where-
vpon the leafe wes wreaten over without any alteration,
and my name infert in place of Sir Johne Buchannans,

and fo paft, and your Ma: vndertooke for me to the Duke
 of
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of Buckinghame, that what conditions Sr Johne had agreed
to with Nithifdale, fhould be performed be me, which I

did over and above in refpe& of your Ma: vndertaking,
Now for anfwere. it is alleadged that the leafe wes in-
trufted to me, I never denyed it, for I tooke it vpon con-
dition to furrender when and vpon what termes your Ma:-
fhould be pleafed, and that then the improvement might
come in to the Exchequer. But that I fhould advance
great fowmes of money, and'be lyable to the yearly pay-
ment of 45000 marks (enough to have vndone my eftate,
if one evill yeare had come, or if my Subtakfman had ban-
querouted) without all hope of advantage or recompence,
I will never conceave to be your Ma: mynd, in which no-
thing can harbour contrare to juftice and equity: for, if as
ane Officiar (weh my accufers would feeme to infinuate) I
tooke that Leafe, I ought indeed to have payed in the im-
provement, but then to have beene fecured from all hazard
of loffe, fince I had no hope of advantage; which fecurity
wes never offered be your Ma: nor demanded be me; but
the contrare, my felfe, my heyres, my executors bound in’
the ftricteft forme of obligation to the yearly payment of
P 45000
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45000 marks a-yeare, befyde advancement of money. It
followes then that I wes takfman tyed to the payment: of
a tak-duety, which being payed the fuperplus in all reafon
and law wes my owne, {o long as your Ma: did not call
for a Surrendar, vnles that any vainely imagine, that, as
ane Officiar, I fhould pay the 7000 marks, and as a tak{-
man 45000 marks. But heirin confifted your Ma: advan-
tage, and the truft repofed in me, that, if it were improved,
your Ma: might have the furrender when you pleafed. In
the meane tyme fince I wes fubjet to the fame dangers,
and to the fame payments that S Johne Buchannane had
beene, it were reafonable I fhould enjoy the fame benefit.
But let it be fuppofed for affirmed, it cannot be without
injury to your Ma: that it wes your mynd I thould pay.
the improvement, and rent too: what can be imputed to
me but error and mifconceaving your Ma: mynd, which
now (I thinkl) is expiated by my furrender, and forgiven
by your Ma: gratious beftowing on me a kifle of your
hand, after which they wrong your Ma: who calls me in
queftion for this particular. And as to the benefit of 7000
marks a-year fo much grudged at, there is no man of vn-

derftanding,
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derftanding, but will thinke the bargane hard enough, tq
+be fubje@ to the yearly payment of 45000 marks of cer-
tainty, for 7000 ayear of advantage, becaufe the loffe in
one yeare may fall out to be more, then can be vpfet in
fyve, which is the tyme of my take. Next it is alleadged,
that this bargane wes made privatly: and what fault is
that, if it were fo. But the contrare is true, for I treated
openly with fundry others, neither wes there any man of
quality in towne who did not know it within twenty four
houres after with all the conditions, befyde a number of
Lawyers, Clarks, and Writers imployed about the fureties;
neither wes it ever concealed be William Dick, nor be me,
from any that afked the queftion, whereby there needed
no fuch a fubtile difcoverer. So I humbly fubmit the con-
fideration of this buffines to your Ma: and my behaviour
in it, at whofe hands only I expe& a juft and impartiall
cenfure. ‘ |
Anfwere to the 2 Article.

The fecond Article had neid alfo to be cleared by a re-
lation of the bargaine betwixt Sergeant Walthew and me.
It pleafed your Ma: to employ me to furnith your Ma:

during
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during the tyme you were to abyde in Scotland, wher the
Officiars of eftate there had refufed to doe‘it, and to fend
for me to Southwick  for that purpofe. which having ac-
cepted I came to London, and fent one to thofe who deale
with fuch commodities, to learne the pryces of every fe-
verall fort, for ready money, whereof he brought to me a
note. then not daring to vie any of them for that which
~wes for your Ma: owne mouth, I fent for the Sergeant of
your Confe&tionary to deale with him. He told me the
pryces the Green—cloath did allow him, which I comparing
with my note found very exorbitant, telling him that I
wes to give him ready money, whereas he lay long out of
payment be the Green-cloath: for two or three dayes wee
could not agree : at laft he told me, that, if the Green-
cloath and other his Cuftomers in England, did not know,
and that he thought to gaine vpon the Countrey of Scot-
land, he would agree to my pryces for your Ma: where-.
vpon this expedient wes proponed, whither be the Ser-
geant or be Archibald Campbell, I remember not, that anc
Indenture fhould be drawne vp containing thefe pryces the
Greencloath allowed him, and a backband having rela-

tion
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tion to the Ihdenture, and dcrogatin'cbT from it, containing
the pryces that others would afford for ready money for
fo much as fhould ferve your Ma: vfe. To which I con-
fented, and fet doune a brother of myne to wreat the back-
band, who being fomewhat flow in wreating, I tooke the
band and wrote it my felfe, and whill it wes a-writing,
the Sergeant of himfelfe, without any others motion, pro-
mifed, that, if he were - well payed, and made a good bar-
gane with the countrey, he would fhare with any freind
or fervant of myne the fuperplus which fhould be got of -
the countrey above certaine pryces fet downe farre above
your Ma: pryces, except in the Amber, which he knew
the 'countrey would not buy. And although I knew the
vainnes of that offer, and that none in the countrey would
cver come to thofe pryces, and fo my friend fhould be a
fharer of nothing, yet did I fet downe his offer to that ef-
fec. 1wes certainly informed, when your Ma: father went
to Scotland, his banqueting ftuffe did as ordinarly ferve
fome mens tables, as his owne. and to prevent any fuch
abufe, I thought to put one to looke to that, who becaufe

he wes not ordinary, and therefore wes to get no allow-
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ance from your Ma: but only to be entrufted be me, and I
did think be vertue of that claufe to draw fomewhat from
the Sergeant to that man I fhould appoynt, which I might
eafily doe being his pay-Mafter. And this is the tenour
of the backband.

For anfwere. I am charged with the forme, for making
ane Indenture and a backband, as if it were vnlawfull or
vovfuall to make contratts or backbands, one derogating
or reftraining the other, or any forme the parties pleafes
for there furety and conveniency, then which nothing is
more frequent, nor ever wes it quarrelled. But put the
cace there were mater of fufpicion in that, it is to be con-
fidered to whom the good of that forme redoundeth, and
in whofe favour it is, cujus bono? not to me, for there is
none at all, to him it is convenient, for his owne reafon
fet downe in the relation, Next, I am charged for my
intentions. although I might well anfwere, that my inten-
tions are only knowne to God, and not cenfurable by hu-
mane law, except in that tranfcendent cryme of Las:Ma-
jefty, yet there is nothing I defyre {fo much as that myne
were truely knowne to your Ma: and then you thould find

them .
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them honelt and vpright. Next to have it in my power.
to deceave your Ma: firft I anfwere, it wes not in my pow-
er, becaufe long before any fuch mater wes knowne or
queftioned I told your Ma: the forme and mater of this
barganc when I came from Scotland, when I, and all
others thought I thould have beene only employed, which
1 humbly defyre your Ma: to call to memory. Then
though it were in my power to deceave your Ma: it is a
bad confequence, to fay, that therefore it wes in my will;
for what Officiar or man intrufted in Princes effaires hath
it not in his power to deceave? God forbid that they have
it all in there will. But he that hath.it in his power to
deceave, hath it alfo in his power to be honeft, and it is
more charitable and as logicall to conclude, that it is in his
will to be honeft, as to deceave. And why fhould I be
thought to intend deceit againft your Ma: vnles I had in

all my lyfe endeavoured to deceave fome other, ? there is

no reafon. So wanting mater, they challenge forme, want-
ing ations, I am charg’d with intentions, and wanting
proofe againft my will, I am charg’d for having it in my

power to deceave the King. As for the bargane made by

others
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others fo much praifed, I humbly defyre it may be produ-
ced, which being compared, I know, there fhall be found
no confiderable difference, and what there is, the Sergeant
~ wes induced to (as I am truely informed) vpon falfe hopes
to get his arearages payed be there mcancs. I confes I ne-
ver bought to my felfe, nor to any other, houfhold provi-
fions, and have no fkill in Catery or Butchery, and if I
have fuiled that way, it is want of {kill, not of honefty. As
for tiie wreats, I am content they be produced before your
Al anl all my proceedings examined by your Ma: to

vrhofe judgement I only adhere.

Anfwere to the 3 Article.

The third Article is fo generall, and {o involved in per-
plexed and ambiguous words, as no anfwere can be gevin
but this, which is as generall, that, all there fet downe is
moft falfe, fo that the mater remaines vndetermined fill,
But when my accufers fhall be fpeciall in any poynt, as
what, when, how, from whom, how much, I have taken,
[ doubt not but to make it as cleare as the Sunne, that they

+e moft falfe and malicious calumnies. And what ever I
have
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havé receaved, I have made compt for, except fome fynes
inflicted by the Councell, and in record in there bookes,
which I brought in to be compted, but confifting of many
{mall particulars, and the clarks not able to overtake all
tHey had to write in fo fmall a tyme alloted to them (there
being two yeares vncompted for) I wes earneftly defyred
be them and Sir Henry Wardlaw to let them alone till the
next compts: neither wes it any great fault that the Depu-
ty Thefaurer, who ‘ought to keepe all your money, have
in his hands fyve or fix thoufand marks Scots, fince it wes
offered to be compted, and all the Counfell knew that I
had it, the greateft part whereof wes difburfed vpon your
Ma: fervice long before thefe compts. And where it is
alleadged that fundry thefaurer compts hath paft fince the
receipt of thefe Fynes, there is nothing more falfe, for ne-
ver any paft fince, but that wherein I offered to make
compt for thefe Fynes. Neither hath there any thing beene
done be me, but that, for which I have your Ma: warrand,
-your fathers, the Councells warrand, or that which by the
duety of my place I ought to doe. My humble fute there-
fore is, that your Ma: will be pleafed to judge of thefe

R things
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things by your owne wifdome and juftice, to which I on-~
ly appeale: or otherwayes to free me of thefe calumnies
by your Ma: declaration of my honeft and faithfull beha-
viour, as your Ma: hath already done by your gratious
letter to the Exchequer, that I may be the better encou-

raged to doe you fervice,
NaPEIR.

My enemies refufing to fubfcribe the informations ge-
vin by themfelves both by word and wreat to his Ma:, gave
me a great deale of advantage in the Kings and all other
mens opinion, yet ceafed they not ftill to perfecate me, fo
bold were they in there accufations, becaufe no man wes
punifhed for any calumny, or the worfe lyked, out of a
bad impreflion gevin to the King, that if he punifhed any
fuch, he fhould not get knowledge of the eftate of his ef-
faires, no man daring to doe it, vnles they were able to
prove it clearly, which, although true, could not alwayes
be done. My Adverfaries being ignorant of his Ma: pro-
mife to heare all himfelfe, and being oft refufed, when they
defyred him to remit my tryall to Scotland, without know-

ing
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ing the caufe, they drew vp a letter commanding me to be,
tryed before the Councell of Scotland, which letter they.
foifted in among other letters, and ftole the Kings hand to
it: whereof I came to the knowledge after this manner.
St James Baily, who had tryed many wayes to make me
tranfa@ with him, and all in vaine, did trye this too. He
faid to Alexander Auchtmowty my friend ;‘ I am fory for
the Lord Napicrs willfulnes, and more fory that I theuld
have had any hand againft him, which my Lord of Mar'
induced me to doe, for now he is alluterly vndone: he is
to be fent home to Scotland to be tryed be his enemies;
and if he doubt of this, I {hall let him fee the Kings lettcr
with his hand at it to that purpofe. Alexander ftopt there,
and I held my peace. But Sr James fayes (faid Alexan-
der) if you will be content to deale with him, he will vn-
dertake, by the helpe of Monteith and the Secretary, that
you fhall come fair off with honour and profit. Havcing
difcovered St James meaning, I bitterly refufed all dealing
with him, yet did I not flight the advertifement, and aftcr
enquiry found that there were fuch a letter paft the Kingé

hand, and to be fent downe to meit me in Scotland, whi-

ther
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ther I wes going, then wes I much moved, and waitcd
vpon ane opportunity to tell the King, which they per-
ééaving were much affrayed, and fent Sr Alexander Stra-
chan to accomodate the mater, who promifed in there
names, that that letter fhould be riven in my prefence, if
I would be quyét for that tyme, and another (becaufe I
wes going home) of my owne penning fhould be figned
be the King, whereof I wes content, knowing be experi-
ence how bold thefe men were with the King, and how
litle he refented it. Then Sr Alexander delivered me the
letter to be riven, but becaufe I faw the Kings hand I re-
fufed to ryve it, and he did it. And becaufe I would not
feeme to avoyd tryall, I drew my letter thus. Whereas
diverfe informations hath beene made to vs againft the
Lord Napier, it is our pleafure that you receave any thing
concerning them that fhall be gevin in to you, and there-
after fend vp the Lord Naper together with his accufers to
vs, to receave our determination, and that this letter be re-
giftrate, in the meane tyme the Lord Napier to enjoy his
fees, penfions, and full exercife of his place. My enemyes
fpeeding no better at Court, gave out, that what ever war-

rand
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rand I brought home fhould not be anfwered, as indeed I
found by proofe. Iafked my areares, I could have no part
of them, the Thefaurer had forbidden the Receavers to pay
me; [ alked a compt of there deburfing the Kings money
in my abfence; that wes denyed me, and all the vfe of the
Kings favorable letter wes this that it wes regiftrate, not
without difficulty, notwithftanding the Kings command.
Then the Chancelier afked thefe articles of accufation (as
if he had never feene them) which being produced he
ctommanded to be put in the publick Regifter, without any
warrand from the King or Counfell, and would not by any
meanes regiftrate my anfweres to them, there to remaine
for a difhonour and ftaine to me, my houfe, and pofterity
to after-agces, who fhould not know that they were {hame-
fully difavowed be the informers them{elves, nor anfwered
be me: ane A& of fuperlative malice. I made offer of
the compt of the Fynes receaved by me, they would not
hcare it, nor yet give me out inftruments of my offer when
I afked them, which the Clark durft not give out according
‘to my words, but framed in fuch termes as they fet downe

to him.
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At this tyime Anandale came to Scotland, brought with
him a letter from the King to tlie Exchequer, command-
ing me vpon a wrong narrative to pay him a terme of the
duety, which William Dick wes to pay me, and which
wes due to me long before my furrender, and moft injuft-
ly infert into Anandales gift, although his Ma: had accep-
ted my {urrender for the tyme to come, without any men-
tion of what wes due to me before it. And in cace I refu-
fed to pay that terme, warrand wes gevin to the Kings
Advocat to perfue me for all I had receaved from my Sub-
takfman during my leafe and before my furrender. But
the fenfe of this letter wes extremely perplext and intricat,
as all letters of the Secretaries penning are, of purpofe to
leave open a way to the other party paying as well for it,
to get another in his favours to which the former might
be reconciled, in his conftrution without contradittion,
and to provyd himfelfe of a defence if they thould come
to be examined or compared before the King, which in
cleare words were not faifable: and indeed the Counfell
wes in nothing fo much troubled as in finding out the
Kings mynd in his letters, which ought to be cleare, and

admit
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admit of no conftru&ion but one, and fome caufes have
beene debated, where parties have vyed the Kings letters,
as in a play they vfe to doe, one againft another. Dut
leaving, digreflion vpon this fubje&t, (whom for bryberie
at both hands, concuffion of the people, and abufing the
King, no age can paralell) I finding that by this letter they
had -made the King my party, would not ftand in judge-
ment againft him, but how foone I wes fummoned, I of-
fered that termes duety of 7000 marks to Anandale, and
made alfo a Judiciall offer of it before the Exchequer, and
did give direcion and a difcharge to William Dick to pay
it to Anandale. The offer wes refufed, and the difcharge
fent back be William Dick, who now had left me, and
had correfpondence with them. They would not fuffer
Anandale to take it, but would needs go on with perfute
againft me for all I had receaved before my furrender,
which they ought to have done by the Kings letter, but
incace of my refufall to pay the terme in queftion. The
Kings Advocat, a bafe follower of greatnes, a flave to am-
bition, and malicioufly eloquent, perfued me hard, alleadg-
ing the leafe wes gevin me in truft to bring in the im- -

provement
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provement to the King, and that I had confeft it, and tooke
out my anfweres to there informations to prove his alledge~
ance, and red thefc words (I never denyed it, for I took it
on condition) and there moft vnfaithfully would have ftay-
ed, but I made him read out all to his fhame, whereb'y the
few indifferent Lords that were did deteft his difhoneft
dealing. 1 wes forced to anfwere for my felfe, for by no
meanes could I procure ane Advocate to be admitted to
plead for me, although be our law it is not denyed in any
cace, even in treafon, to any. So long as he kept off the
poynt in law, I anfwered fufficiently, but when he came
to difpute in law, I would not anfwere (but would be ab-
fent) againft a profefled Lawyer. Wherevpon at laft, be-
ing athamed to doe otherwylfe, I got leave for Mr Lucs
Stuart to plead for me, who performed his part fo well, as
clofed the Advocats mouth from vttering law or reafon,
but never from breathing out idle words, fo that the Lords
feeing nothing could be done to my prejudice, did referre
all to the King, and would not abfolve me as they ought.
Shortly after, the Earle of Mar, finding that I could not -

bc removed, madc a privy tranfa&tion for his owne place
with
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with the Earle of Mortoune, without the knowledge of
thefe who affifted him in the perfute againft me, whereby
he became difabled to worke there ends, who therefore
were much difpleafed with him, efpecially Monteith, with
whom (as he alleadged) he had handfomely ®quivocated;
promifing that he fhould pay to him a precept of §ooo
pounds fterling before Pafche, if he were Thefaurer, before
which tyme he had refolved to quyte the place. This
‘gave occafion that Monteith and I entred in fome better
termes of correfpondence, but had ftill his variable and in-
conftant humour in fufpicion. This friendfhip wes con-
firmed by Sr Richard Grahame of Efke, who made vs in-
terchange promifes of friendfhip, afluring vs that on whofe
part the breach fhould be, he would beare witnes againft
him ; one particulare promife he defyred of me, that Ifhould
not tranfa& with Traquare for my place without his privi-
ty, as Mar had done with Morton: for Traquare dealt fair-
ly with me, and if my honour had not beene in queftion,

" I would have concluded with him. I anfwered, that I
would tranfa& with no man, vnles his Ma: expreft his plea-
fure to be fo. There wes nothing I more defyred in my
: T . fecrcteft

ts
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fecreteft thoughts then to be fairly rid of that place long
before my troubles: for after my wife dyed, a woman re-
ligious, chaft, and beautifull, and my cheife joy in this
world, I had no pleafure to remaine in Scotland, having
had experience of the cheefe of Counfell and Seflion, and
of there maners, to which I could never fathion my felfe,
and confidering the place I held could never be profitable
to a man that had refolved faire and dire¢t dealing. I went
to England, and there layd downe fome conclufions with
.James Carmichael, a fervant of the Kings, a man fit for the
place, and who had good friends at Court to move the
King to give me fome fatisfattion for my place (as indeed
very litle would have contented me then) or give him way
to doe it, as if the motion had proceeded from the King
and not from me, which be all meanes I avoyded, know-
ing how difpleafant it wes to him when his fervants made
merchandize of his fervice. but after my enemies had once
difperfed there calumnies, I layd afyde all thought of leav-
ing that place till thefe afperfions were wyped away. After
all my enemies accufations (that they might leave nothing
vnattempted to bring me within the compafle of law) I
' being
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being then in England the Cheefe Officiars of State were
-not afhamed to goe to Leith to call the Merchants, Cuf-
- tomers, and Searchers before them, to try if I had done any
thing weh they might take hold of, but they could find no-
thing, only one merchant told them that he had gevin to
-me two hundreth marks Scots for.the cuftome of Tobacco.
Vpon this they triumphed, wrote vp to their complices at
Court that they had me fure: but after, finding it compted
for in the books, and difcharged be themfelves they gave
over all hope to find any thing in that kynd to charge me
withall, and if they could have found that, they thought
it enough to have turned me out. My enemies now find-
ing that his Ma: in his juft inclination wes not to be mo-
ved to caft' me out of favour vpon there naked informa-
tions, and I could neither by threats nor promifes be wonne
to tranfa&, and that they could find no mater againft me,
although they fifted all my a&tions fmall and great to that
end, they refolved vpon a courfe, vpon which Monteith
wes alflo my new pretended friend, which afterward pro-
ved very hurtfull to the King, and procured to me my
withed ends againft there will. -

4At
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At Court Morton, Roxburgh, and the Sccretary, made
vp a fa&tion and agreement, whercin the Farle of Monteith
and the Chancelier were compryf¢d, whercby they whe
had wont to crofle other, thould now fcrve others turnes,
and monopolize to them felves the Kings favour to his
and his Subje@s heavy detriment, no body being then to
oppofe there proceedings but my felfe, for Nithifdale wes
difcarded after the death of my Lord of Buckinghame,
whofe near Coufen he had married, be meancs of his Re=
ligion, (averfe from that profeft by the Statc) and the great-
nes of his debt. Therefore they thought it now more ne-
ceflary that I thould be removed then before, whom they
thought to be of fuch invincible integrity as they were ne-
ver able to make me comply with them in there intended
_ courfes. This plot being rype Mont:ith wes fent for be the
Secretary, but he had before fo much imployed his friends
in cautionry, as now they began to faile him, neither wes
his owne name of any credite with moneyed men, having
no other meancs he intreated me to take vp Gooo marks
for him; which I did in my owne name and took= his band

of repayment. e went to his journey and promifed, that

if
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if he tooke any courfe with them, I fhould be compryfed

within the agreement (adding many oathes, whereof he wes
never {paring) whereof I wes moft vnwilling, as being con-
trare to my ends, who lay in wait for a fair occafion to
leave the place, yet feemed to be well content to make
proofe of him. 'When he came to Court, the firft article
of agreement wes proponed, that be all meanes I fhould
be removed, which he vndertooke I fhould leave to Tra-
quare vpon moft eafy termes (for Bailyes nofe wes out of
joynt, my Lord of Mar being no more Thefaurer) which
they thought faifable in refpect of the new friendfhip be-
twixt vs, to effeCtuate which, and thereby to endeare him-
felfe to the new faction, he told the King that I wes de-
{yrous to give over the Office; and (I beleive) to the King
alio (for to all the Court he did) that he had commiffion
and power from me to that effe&t, which wes moft falfe.
To the which the King gave way, as being my owne de-
fyre, and then wes moved to make a promife of it to Tra-
quare by this new fa&ion, of which he wes one. And
Monteith coming to Scotland a letter wes purchafed from
the King after the v{uall obfcure ftyle, whereby he would

U have -
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have made me believe,. that it wes the Kings pleafure that
I thould give way to Traquare, and to that purpofe that I
fhould tranfaé&t with Monteith, although the letter in my
vnderftanding contained no fuch mater, but wes his Ma:
anfwere to a fute of myne, wherein his Ma: wrote that he
had imparted his pleafure concerning my defyre to the
Earle of Monteith. This letter wes kept vp long of pur-
pofe, till the new Thefaurer Mortoun fhould come home,
who wes vpon his journcy; but Monteith would have had
me take his word vpon it. But I, defyring nothing more
(although I pretended the contrare) then ‘that the King
would have expreft his defyre to be that I fhould leave the
place (for then with honour, profit, and the Kings good
opinion, I might treate with them) made Maonteith this
anfwere, that the letter contained no fuch thing as he gave
out, and that I would not treat with him, nor no man elfe,
till from his Ma: owne mouth his pleafure were delivered .
to me to that effe&t. At this anfwere he wes extremely
moved, and being immoderately earneft with: me after-
wards, and not-theles, not being able to effetuate any thing,
whereof he had made fo large promifes to them at Court,

gave
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gave them advertifement, and they delt earneftly with the
King; for this combination had now vndertaken the whole
governement heire vnder the King, and great hopes gevin,
and great promifes made of excellent fervice, only they.
told the King, that his fervice would be ftill hindred be
my oppofition, and at laft wonne him to thinke it expe-
dient that I fhould remove.

About this tyme the Thefaurer Mortoune came from,
Court, and finding that I wes not to be dealt with, the
Chancelier, Monteith, and he, to make me loath the fer-
vice (which in my fecreteft thoughts I did long agoe) vn-
dertooke a buflines no way honorable for them, and heir-
after might prove dangerous, if any of them fhould hap-
pen to fall from the Kings favour. There wes after the
death of King James, a Commiflion of Exchequer fent
downe by his Ma: now raigning vnder his hand, (for be
the death of his father all former Commiffions expyred)
and left vndated, to thefe who were of the former. the
manner of web commiflion is this. The King figneth a
Commiffion in paper, which thereafter isingroffed in parch-
ment, tranflated in latine, and the Kings great feale append-

ed
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ed to it, and the paper vnder the Kings hand is kept for a
warrand to the great Seale. this Commiflion in paper vn-
der the Kings hand being fent downe, and being defeQive,
or at the leaft the Kings Advocate would have it to feeme
fo, becaufe it wes not drawne vp be him, wes not paft the
feales, but kept by him, the Chancelier, or Secretary, and
another fent vp of the Advocats penning, which being fent
downe againe figned be the King, wes paft the feales,
which wes the warrand of all the Exchequers proceedings
{ix yeares after. This old vnpaft fignature of Commiffion
they tooke, and where thefe words [ Thefaurer] or [The-
faurer deput] occurred, (as they did very often through
the body of the fignature) they made Mr William Cham-
ber, in a Chamber of Holyrudhous, put a marke betwixt
Thefaurer and Thefaurer Deput before o7, and in the mar-
gine write thefe words, in his abfence, fo that it wes to be
read, Thefaurer, or in his abfence Thefaurer Deput, and
the word in the margine about fyve or fix feverall tymes
fubferybed be Mortoun and Monteith. Befyde they in-
fert the date, Whyte-Hall. 28 of June, 1630, with new

black inke, where all the reft wes worne whytith, and it
wes
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wes torne in the foldings, which oculare infpe&ion be-
wrayed the antiquity and falthood of the fame. So by this
Commiflion I wes to doe nothing (dire& contrare to my
patent, and the purpofe of the inftitution of that office)
the Thefaurer being prefent. About twelfe-a-clock I got
intelligence, that there wes a new Commiffion brought
downe be Thefaurer Mortoune, and wes at the feales. I
prefently went to the Director of the Chancery his cham-
ber, who fhew it to me, and faid he merveiled much how
the Chancelier durft append the great feale vpon fuch a
;Warrand. I viewed it as well as I could in fo fhort fpace.
At two of the clock thereafter the Exchequer conveened,
where before the Chancelier lay this fignature of commif-
fion, and the double in parchment in latine, with the great
feale thereat, together with two letters of the Kings. We
being all fet, the Chancelier gave the fignature in paper to
the Clerke to be red, and the double in latine with the
feale in parchment to the Kings Advocat to be collationed :
the Clark had much adoe to read it, it wes fo worne, be-
ing now made vfe of fix yeares after it wes figned be the
King. But I feeing two of the Kings letters vnbroken vp

X took
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took no exceptions at the fignature, fufpe@ing that they
did containe fomething to fupply the defects and informa-
lity of the fignature, till the letters were read, which con-
tained nothing of that purpofe. Then I rofe vp, and faid,
my Lords, this is a ftrange fignature, and fuch as I never
faw, and wes going on, my Lord Morton interrupted me,
and rofe from his place in a great anger, faying, the firft
day that I have honour to fit heir, and carry this whyte
ftaffe, I muft heare my honour called in queftion imperti-
nently. My Lord (faid I) I doe not call your honour in
queftion pertinently nor impertinently, neither is it my
cuftome towards any, although fome men have done fo to
me. And then the Chancelier: Be God, but you have;
for when I fpoke before the Lords in Sergeant Walthews
buffines, my words were, that that buffines wes reported
to the King by men ill affeGted to me, except one honeft
man, St James Fullarton : the Chancelier would conclude
againft himfelfe and the Secretary, that I faid they were
not honeft by confequence, which gave him occafion to
anfwere me fo brufkly at this tyme. But (faid I) my Lord
give me leave to anfwere my Lord Mortoun firft, and then

you,
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you, when you pleafe. And turning my felfe toward
Mortoun I faid: My Lord, your |Lp|is very hote with me,
but be affured there is nothing done amiffe, which con-
cernes either the Kings fervice, or me in my particulare
that I will ftand in aw of any man to queftion. then (faid
he) this wes done be the Kings dire&tion, and we will an-
fwere it. then (faid Monteith) My Lord Napier, you are
fo paffionate in your owne particulare, as you will not for-
beare to queftion what the King commanded, for his Ma:
ftood by till it wes done, and we will anfwere it. Then
(faid 1) if it had beene the Kings dire&tion, why would
you not beftow vpon him a clean theet of paper, and in-
groft thefc marginall notes of yours in the body of the
fignature, rather then made vfe of this old torne thing,
then ncided not the fignature with the Kings hand at it,
receave validity from yours vpon the margine. But he
that never wes athamed to doe or fay any thing, ftill affirm-
cd that his Ma: ftood by till he faw them fubfcribe, and
that it wes his dire&tion. My Lord (faid I) I marvell that
you are not afthamed to fay fo; let the Lords look the
date with a blacker ink then the reft, at Whyt-hall the 28

of
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of June, 1630, then you were there you fay with the
King, your |Lp| hes ridden faft, for you were heire and
prefided in counfell the 29 of June 1630, to verify which
I defyre, that the Clark of counfells book of Sederunt may
be produced, and, my Lord Mortoun, your |LP| fet out of
London before him. Monteith being convinced of a ma-
nifeft vntruth in prefence of all the Lords, wes fo con-
founded and furpryfed with it, as he made me this anfwere
nothing to the purpofe ; my Lord, I brought not the fig-
nature home. All this while the Lords were filent, hung
downe there heads, and were afhamed on there behalfe,
and even the Chancelier himfelfe fate mute, when the fig-
natures came to be compounded, my Lord Mortoun vfed
me kyndly and familiarly, afked my opinion concerning
the compofition and nature of the fignatures, fo that it
wes be all clearly perceaved that he repented himfelfe;
and wes afhamed of the buflines, wherevnto, be all appear-
ance, he wes induced be the other two; for in his owne
nature he is noble and generous. I afked the Lords if I
thould fubfcribe the fignatures (of purpofe to fet before
there eyes the inconvenience of this ftained commiffion)

for
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for the Lord Thefaurer is prefent; and be this fyne com-
miffion I am only to ferve in his abfence. then, faid the.
Chancelier, you ought to fubfcribe with the reft. At this
tyme there wes a warrant \prefcntcd of sooo pounds Ster-
ling to my Lord Mortoun : then (faid I) my Lords, what
fhall be done with this, my Lord Mortoune cannot fet to
his hand to his owne buffines, and I cannot, becaufe he is
prefent, and without one of our hands it is not receavable
in chequer: to which I had no anfwere. But (faid I) if
my hand can ferve the Earle of Mortoun, he fhall have it
with all my heart, for no man will grudge at any thing the
King beftowes on him. Perceiving then that this devyce
wes not like to take effect, they began themfelves to find
fault with the commiffion, as defetive. Thefe paffages
‘being related to the King (for Kings have long eares) he
diflyked thefe proceedings as I am informed extremely :
yet fuch wes the hopes of the great fervice this combina-
tion wes to doe, (which to this houre did nothing but to
his heavy prejudice, and there owne profit) that he wes
content to take no notice of it. I refolved then to goe to
Court, and fome dayes before I went Monteith fent vp his
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‘man Mr Henry Drummond with a letter drawne vp be
himfelfe and the Secretary, and fent vp to the Secretaryes
fonne, who waited there in abfence of his father who wes
in Scotland, the contents whereof wes to ftay me be the
way, or tp command me to returne againe into Scotland,
this letter wes to be figned by the King, and Mr Henry
wes to meit me vpon the way, and to deliver it to me. I
rode on my own horfes to Berwick, and purpofed to fend
them back, and take poft there, where the poft-Mafter told
me, having atked who rode laft, that Mr Hary wes gone
vp poft, and told him that he wes to ryde night and day,
and wes very fhortly to come back. Vpon which I con-
je&tured, that he wes fent vp to procure my flay or returne
(as indeed he wes) vpon fome mifinformation: and there-
fore to prevent there putpofe, I ch:mged myne, and vpon
my owne horfes rode in the wefterne way, where no poft
lyeth.

The Secretaryes Sonne having prefented this letter for
my ftay for the Kings hand, his Ma: threw it away, fay-
ing, this man hath fuffered enough already ; and in place
thereof made him wreat another to me moft gratious and

favourable,
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favourable, which he figned. this letter wes gevin to' Me

Hary Drummond to be gevin to me but he gave it to his
Mafter, who then wes on his journey, with the copy there-
of fent downe be the Secretaryes Sonne, which by no
meanes I could ever come to the fight of, although I got
knowledge of the tenour afterwards. How foone I came
to Court I had fpeech with his Ma: concerning thefe buf-
fines, who faid, that he could not but acknowledge, my
good fervice, my honefty, and integrity, but that he wes
informed that the principall Officiars and I could not agree,
whereby his fervice wes hindered; then defyred I his Ma:
to try whofe fault it wes, theres who went about maters
prejudiciall to him and the countrey, or myne who oppo-
fed them out of duety to God, and to him. But not dar-
ing to infift further in this poynt, fearing leaft the King
fhould have refolved to continue me in that fervice, which
wes contrare to my defyre, tooke the opportunity. Then
Sir (faid I) fince they have made your Ma: thinke that [
hinder your fervice, I will not be refratary to your Ma:
defyres; but your Ma: is a juft King, and cannot take that

place from me, but by confent, or for a cryme: and as to

a
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a cryme, if your Ma: be not fatisfyed with what is paft, I
‘will refufe no further tryall, how exa& foever being juft,
and your Ma: Judge. Then the King having vfed many
favorable words, acknowledging my faithfull fervice, will-
ed me to fpeake with Monteith, who (he faid) wes my
kinfman. Truely (Sir, faid I) he is my kinfman, but wes
never my friend, and certainly he and I fhall never‘agree.
Then replyed the King {fmyling, he will take it for a dif-
grace if he be not the doer of it: then (faid I) I fhall talke
with him. Then did I take James Livingftone, and Maf-
ter Sandelands with me, for, I would fpeake nothing to
him without witnefle. I told him that the King willed
me to fpeake with him concerning my place, that I had
ferved the King and his father long and faithfully, that
the office wes gevin me as a reward of my fervice: but
before I would enter in any termes of compofition, there
were fomethings which concerned me in honour, which
were to be granted too, which I preferre before my profit:
as, firft, that thefe difavowed Articles of accufation regi-
firate be the Chancelier without warrand fhould be can-

celled, or my anfweres thereto rcgiﬁraté befyde them.
Secondly,
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Secondly, that I {hould have ane approbatfgn_ of my fer«
vice, and ane exoneration of all my intromiffions vnder
the great Seale of Scotland. Thirdly, that Archibald Camp-
bell my Friend, and Mr Robert Napier, my brother, who
{uffred with me fhould be payed of there arearages. Mon-
teith thought thefe things were reafonable, but excepted
againft Archibald Campbell, who (he faid) wes neither his,
nor my friend. I replyed, that I had good proofe of his
friendfhip to me vpon all occafions, and that I perfeQly
knew that he wés, and did oft expreffe him felfe a reall
friend to him, to whom he wes alfo neare Coufigne. He
promifed me with many affeverations and oathes his affif-
tance, and that he would indevour to procure the compo-
fition to be in'a large meafure. But I could never truft
him, who had neither truth in his words, nor conftancy
in his a&ions. And in this he wes fo farre from perform-
ance, as he with the Secretary laboured be all meanes to
make me a naughty compofition, or none at all, for what
ever I got they were fure to have no part of it. I fill
held my compofition at 6000 pounds fterling, becaufc [

faw no reall dcaling vpon Monteiths part, but a beating
Z of
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of the pryce low, although I would have beene content of
farre les.

In the meane tyme Traquare did follow Monteith and
the Secretary, who promifed to him to procure a good
part of the compofition from the King. And he, for feare
that they would have fufpected him to go another way
then be them, durft never fpeake with me. And indeed
they moved the King to promife 2000 pounds fterling to-
ward that compofition, knowing well that Traquare wes
not able to give out the reft, and hoping that I would not
accept of much leffe. But after this promife of the Kings
they begane to feare that agreement might follow (for as
yet they hated Traquare, who before this combination wes
of the contrary fa&tion) and being loath that he fhould
have a place of fuch power alone, although they wcre vrg-
ed to doe for him by the rcft, and as loath that I {hould
have a good compofition, whereof they were to have no
part, they perfuaded the King to a courfe to both our pre-
judices to joyne him to me as colleg in office, pretend-
ing, that {o the King fhould performe his promife to Tra-
quare to make him Thefaurer Deput, fave 2000 pounds

fterling,
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flerling, and be bétter ferved. But firft they advyfed the

King to call me and put in my choyce, to accept two
thoufand pounds compofition, or a Colleg, afluring them-
felves that I would accept the one, and fo could not com-
" plaine of wrong, fince it wes my owne choyce. The King
having called me, becaufe (faid he) you are fo high in
your demands, I give you this choyce. Sr (faid I) it is not
my part to choofe, and if it were I would never choofe
any of thefe two, the one prejudiciall to my honor, the
other to my profit: but obedience is my part, which I
will performe, but will pray your Ma: to pardon me if I
doe not give my confent to my owne hurt. Then (faid
the King) I will joyne Traquare with you as Colleg. Your
Ma: (faid I) may doe what you pleafe ; and if you joyne
twenty Collegs to me, I will ferve juft as I did before,
when my owne confcience wes my colleg: but if your
Ma: doe fo, I hope your Ma: will referve to me my fees,
penfion, and exercife of my place; which he faid wes rea-
fonable. Traquare afterward wes made Thefaurer Deput
with me without fee or penfion, of which he wes glad, or
feemed fo, and tooke a kiffe of the Kings hand vpon it.
Monteith
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Monteith and the Secretary did exceedingly pleafe them-
felves with this devyce, and did every where proclame it,
‘zlu'rogating fo much to there owne judgement and dexte-
rity as wes hatefull to every wyfe man. And indeed they
were in nature not vnlyke in this, that no living man wes
ever more vain-glorious then they both, but different in
exprefling of that humor: for the Secretary wes a groffe
and doun-right flatterer of himfelfe, and drew all difcourfes
from there proper fubje¢t to his owne praife. Monteith
did the fame, but (as he thought) more fubtily, but indeed
fo ridiculoufly as gave mater of mirth to all thofe to whom
it wes related. But to the purpofe. Traquare confidering
a litle better of the inconvenience of his Collegfhip, and
finding it difgracefull to him to thruft himfelfe vpon an-
others place without fee or penfion, and to ferve for nought
repented himfelfe, and defyred the Marquis of IHammilton
and Will-Murray of the bed-chamber to move the King
for the 2000 pounds promifed, and that he would fatisly
me for the reft. But the King who wes vrged and pref-
fed to this change, at to the promife of money thought
himfelfe well rid, and be no meanes would grant one pen-

ny,
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ny, faying he had gevin Traquare fatisfattion. This ac»

ceptation of collegthip (which I never dreamed would
have beene done by any man of fpirit, or ordinary worth)
gave occafion of fome hard fpeeches betwixt Traquare and
me, whereby he conjeGtured that this joynt fervice would
" not-prove very peaceable. but this being all he could get,
went difcontented home. And I ftayed after him vpon
fome other occafion till my Lord Mortoune came vp, who
did atk for me, and I came to his lodging, where after
many proteftations that he did never any thing to my pre-
judice, and never allowed the courfes held againft me,
afked me, what I intended to doe concérning my place.
To ferve in it (faid I) fo long as I live, if I get not com-
petent fatisfaion. But (faid he) you feek too much. I
would have taken lefle (faid I) if there had beene any reall
or honeft dealing in thefe men, who abufed Traquare and
me too. I will then (faid he) fpeake with the King, and
thereafter you and I fhall meet. My Lord reprefented to
the King the prejudice his fervice wes like to fuftaine by
our conteftation, and perchance the peace of the countrey,
being both men of good friendfhip, moved him to give
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hot only the 2000 pbunds, but the whole éompoﬁtioﬁ.
‘Thereafter we met, and the conditions I requyred were,
firft, that the Articles of accufation fhould be razed out of
the regifter, or my Anfweres regiftrat befyde thém. Se-
condly, that my brother, and Archibald Campbell thould
bc payed. Thirdly that my arrears due to me¢ fthould be
payed amounting to twenty fix thoufand, fix hundreth,
and fixteine pounds Scots, or fufficient fecurity to be pay-
eéd at Whitfonday next, and for my place, and a penfion
bought from Walter Stuart, by the Kings allowance, of
two hundreth pounds fterling, rcdeemable for fyve hun-
dreth pounds ﬁel'ling, the fowme of four thoufand fyve
hundreth pounds fterling. Fourthly, that I fhould have
a Quietus eft, vnder the great Seale of Scotland. Fifily
that for my owne penfion, I fhould be afligned to fome
locall duetyes of the Kings. And laflly that the King
fhould promife to me his favour in any reafonable fute
that fhould come to my hands. All thefe conditions he
affented to; only he affured St William Balfour and Mr
Sandelandg, who dealt betwixt vs, that no more could

be had for the place and Walter Stuarts penfion, but 4000
pounds
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pounds fterling, and my owne penfion could not be affign-
ed, becaufe aflignations were lately prohibited, but pro-
mifed that myne fhould be as well payed as his owne. I
refolved to embrace thefe conditions, and the rather becaufe
I vnderftood of a graht made be the King to the Marquis
of Hammilton of the impoft of the wynes for fixteene
yeares, which would rander the fervice difficult, which
grant wes not yet knowne to Mortoune. Yet not the les
(for I had learned to deale fomewhat circumf{pe&ly) I had .
made that fame very night St William Balfour tell Mor-
toun, that vnles I got 4500 pounds fterling befyde my
areares, I would not deale at all. But my Lord Mortoun
afflured him that he could get no more but 4000 pounds
fterling, befyde my areares. Vpon the morrow (to engage
Mortoune the more for my refpeGt to him) I defyred Mr
Sandelands to tell him from me, that I wes fully refolved
never to have taken lefle then 4500 pounds fterling, but
in refpe of his faire and noble dealing (as indeed it wes)
I wes loath he fhould lofe his labour, and would yeeld to
his defyre, and quyte 500 pounds fterling only for him,
. which no other man fhould ever bave beene able to move

me
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me to doe: which he took in very good part. Then Sr
William, Mr Sandelands, and I, came to his chamber,
where in word we agreed to all the former conditions, but
thefe, before excepted. And for the money I had Mor-
toun and Traquares bands with fuflicient Cautioners, bear-
ing infeftment of lands, and annuelrent from Witfonday
1630. And I depofited a Surrender of my place and pen-
fion in Mr Sandelands hand till the fecurityes were per-
fyted. Then my Lord defyred that we fhould both goe
to the King, and tell him that we were agreed, wch wee
did. I craved pardon of his Ma: that I wes fo long in giv-
ing him fatisfacion, (for I did ftill put it vpon him, and
that I would never part with that place but to pleafe him)
the reafon, Sir, (faid I in my Lord Mortouns hearing) wes,
never man before dealt really or honeftly with me, but My
Lord Mortoun now. then (faid my Lord) the Lord Na-
pier hath done this only for your pleafure, and therefore I
hope your Ma: will be favourable to him vpon his occa-
fions. that is the leaft I can doe, (faid the King), but I,
defyring ane anfwere more fpeciall, faid, Sir, I hope your
Ma: when I fhall be a Suter for any reafonable benefit,

which
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which your Ma: and your Officiars fhall find not very pre- .
judiciall to you, that you will grant it to me. then (faid
the King) indeed I will. Vpon which I took a kifle of
his hand, and defyred my Lord Mortoun to beare witnes,
not fo much out of hope of benefit in thefe penurious
tymes, as to let the world know that I wes flill in his fa-
vour, notwithftanding all my enemies plotts and policyes.
Thefe'things being thus concluded, Traquare came vp for
that purpofe but pretended other buffines, and made fome
queftion vpon the heades of our agreement, and faid that
he had no great defyre of the place, becaus the impo‘& of
the wynes wes taken from it, till within two or three dayes
before his parting, then wes I fought for with great dili-
gence, all the fureties perfyted, and my Surrender given
vp be Mr Sandelands.

This preceeding Relation being written in hafte, and
imperfe& (many paffages being omitted for brevityes fake,
which might have fhowne the iniquity of thefe tymes) is
nevertheles moft true, and thereby the Judicious may per-
ceave thé former fetled maner of governement, fhaken by
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frequent innovations intertained and practifed, faltions in
Court and State a-foot, accufations, calumnies, and afper-
fions ordinary; and wech wes worfe, (finding there owne
prejudice that way) combinations; and hopes gevin.there-
by of great fervice to the King without any performance,
but be the contrare his Ma: juft and gratious inclination
abufed by mifinformations, his eares blocked vp and fo
ftraitly beleagered, as truth could not approach them, and
all for there owne profit, and prejudice of the King and
State, the prefence of honeft men who could not comply
with them in there oblique courfes fo hatefull, as they
could not endure it, and fo bold in confideration of the
ftrength of there leagues, as they did not ftick to fallify
the Kings hand, furreptitioufly to fteale his Ma: fuper-
{criptions, and to frame letters contrary to his mecaning,
and many other things of this kynd. The innocent and
juft perfecuted for no other caufe but for his faithfull fer-
vice ; abandoned by all his powerfull Friends ; his caufe
vndertaken by almighty God then when all humane helpe
wes gone; his Enemies difapoynted fo farre, as 21l there
plots, praQifes, and endeavours, tending to the ruine of
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