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SIR PATRICK HUME'S NARRATIVE

OF THE

EARL OF ARGYLE'S EXPEDITION.

INDORSED,

¢ A LETTER OF IMPORTANT PASSAGES IN ANNO 1685.

My Dear heart’. Since I can have smal hope of
seeing you any more, or enjoying the pleasure of
conversing to you, a thing wherein as now I more
than ever discerne my happiness on this earth did
much consist, not knowing how long God will pre-
serve mee from the hands of mine enemies, who
hunt earnestly after my life, have set a rate upon
my head, and done otherwise what they can to cut
off from mee all ways of escaping their fury, I
found myselfe obliged on many accounts, publick

.

-1 This paper was addressed to his wife, from Holland.— Note, in Rose on
Fox.

There is a second copy of this Narraiive, apparently in the handwriting of
Alexander Earl of Marchmont, which is headed as follows :—

¢ Letter to D, Griselle Kar from her husband, Sir Patrick Hume, in anno
¢ 1685, wryten from Kilwinning where he lurked at the time, by the kind
¢ favour of Lady —— Montgomerie, sister to the Earl of Eglinton, and
¥ spouse of Dunbar younger of Baldoon, taken from a copy wryten
¢ of his own hand, which is yet amongst his papers.’

Vou, IIL * B




2 SIR PATRICK HUME’S NARRATIVE

and my owne,‘to spend some time in giving to the
nation & my friends & my family, some account of
the matters 1 have of late had hand in, and of my-
selfe ; that the affaire chiefly, many worthy persons
therein concerned and I, may not by ignorant or
false representations be prejudiced or discredited ;
and ther is none to whom I can address it so duely
as yourselfe, or so safely; for though this mock
parliament have made it by their forfaulting mee
very dangerous for others, yet you may with some-
what more safety receive a letter from mee, also
none will take so much care of dispersing the con-
tents as I think you will; beside that there is none
I can be more obliged to satisfy than you by it ; and
for these purposes I recommend it to your care and
discretion.

In the moneth of September last when order was
given to apprehend mee, and my house was twice
searched by troopes sent for that end’, so as I was
obliged to abscond till I got a convenient way of
getting off the isle, you know how it was with mee
and the maner of my living : so soone as I got upon
the continent, I stay’d but short in France, but spent
some weeks in Dunkirk, Ostend, Bruges, and other
townes in Flanders and Brabant, wher I traversed
before I came to Brussells, whither soone as I heard
that he resided there, I went to converse with the
Duke of Monmouth ; but he was gone thence to [the]
Hague, which led mee, after waiting some time for

! See Lady Murray’s Narrative.



OF THE EARL OF ARGYLE'S EXPEDITION, 3

him, in expectation of his returne, on to Antwerp
and so to Holland. But finding no convenience.of
meeting him, after short stay at Rotterdam I went
up -to Utreeht with thoughts of putting off longer
time there, and spending it as profitably as I might :
But very soon the surprising newes of King Charles
his death, with great grounds, and to mee con-
vincing, of base and treacherous means of bringing
him to it, came to my ears. Whereupon after dis-
coursing there with some worthy, liberal spirited
gentlemen of our nation, I went to Rotterdam to treat
with others who were there, wher I found severall.
After free communication of thoughts, wherin wee
were at perfect agreement, wee as freely commu-
nicated opinions and counsells; and attained at
lenth to as perfect an agreement of resolution and
determination what to doe; and being convinced
that the hellish popish plot, so evidently and dis-
tinctly discovered and laid open in the parliament
of England, to the conviction of all ingenous and
intelligent considerers; though afterwards hudled
up and obscured by the arts of the Duke of York
and others, its wicked and restless instruments, and
thereby put in case to work and goe on with greater
ease & safety to itselfe and them, and far greater
danger to all the protestant freemen, had taken its
effect against the late king by an incomparable in-
gratitude of all the managers thereof; and was now
in case and ready to receive its copstone, and finall

accomplishment, in the destruction and suppression
B2
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of the Christian religion, (which is but one, and
wherin the Roman has no pairt, unless Christian and
Anti-Christian signify the same thing,) and its pro-
fessors, and of ‘the naturall and native rights and
liberties of the free people of Britaine and Irland,
and all the legall fences of societie and propertie
there established, by the means of the Duke of
York his attaining to, and his receiving of the im-
perial crowne of these kingdoms; and that if he
should be able by the feircer methods of his owne
fury, or the crafty contrivances of his party, so to
work upon the counties and corporations of England,
generally laid a sleeping & intoxicated by ease from
war and taxes, & by a free course of their traffic &
trade, during the later years of King Charles his
reigne, by reason of pairtly that king’s love of ease, .
& feares & apprehensiones of a civill war, & his
jealousies & dislike of parliaments, finding of late
their inclinationes to search in his mysteries, the
designes of popery, at least in subserviencie to
arbitrary power, & absolute tyranny, & pairtly his
policie & cuning, wherin he exceeded all about him
admitted to his service and counsels, wherby he
indeed made easier, quicker & greater progress in his
designes than he could possibly have done by rough
& stormie methods, verifying upon his hood-winked
people the saying, ¢ plures guld quam gladio
¢ pereunt,’—who truly have been as Samson dandled
upon .the knees of their Delilas ’till the loaks
of their strenth have been cutt off, & almost their
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eyes put out, as to gett a parliament there of his
owne packing, according to the illegall methods
taken to debauch & influence elections in counties,
cities, & townes, having that point aboundantly cer-
taine in Scotland, by the treacherie and perfidie of
former mock parliaments, very well packed for that
purpose, by methods as fraudulent & unjust & more
violent, and in Ireland by such assistance as a few
apostate planters, being men of intrest and in com-
mand, might give to a the numerous barbarous and
bigot papist natives he might & would soone for-
tifie himselfe in his station with strong armies; &
then, on the methods of his naturall temper, con-
forme to the cruell principles of his religion and its
doctores, cary on his terrible work of setling and
rivetting popery & tyrannie in, & eradicating
christianity & liberty, the chief blessings of a so-
ciety, out of these nations; at leest would make the
meanes of preventing these great & imminent
dangers more narow and scarce, and the practice
more difficult & dangerous; and being also fully
and distinctly satisfied, & cleared, of the obligation
and duty lying upon us as christians, and Scottes
natives, to endeavour the rescue, defence, and relief,
of our religion, rights, and liberties, and the many
distressed sufferers on their behalf against the Duke
of York & others, usurping upon, ruining and in-
vading of the same under pretext of justice, law, &
right; and of the probability and convenience of
the present opportunity, in respect of the great and
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just enmity of the bodies of all the three nationes
against the Duke in respect of the many mischeifes,
éruell bloodshed and grievus oppressions, comitted
and exercised upon them by his influence, &
aversation from him, aboundantly manifested as
occasion came to their hands; wee did resolve and
determine, to try how far wee could reasonably
undertake and porsue our clear dutty in the matter.
The first step resolved was to try the opinions of
the Duke of Monmouth, & Earl of Argyle, and
others beyond sea, sufferers for the same intrests,
or any pairt thereof ; at least such as wee conceived
trusty; right affected, and able to give advice:
this wee judged our duty to them and their suffer-
ings, and necessary for clearing up & following out
the affaire; for upon the whole matter we laid it
for a ground, that the wicked designes against the
true religion wer not confined to, nor calculated
against, Britain and Ireland only, but universally,
as is indisputably clear ; though I will not here repeat
the proofs, intending only a letter not a treatise:
and that it was therfore necessary to try how far
prinéess & states of the religion would bestir
themselves to prevent the mischeifes, by aiding us
either in the beginning or progress of the attempt ;
likewise, that the designes against rights & liberties,
and for establishing tyrannical monarchy, wer le-
velled equally against all three kingdomes; which re-
quired the concurrence of all three in the attempt and
undertaking for opposing them ; not only in justice
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but of necessity, in respect of the enemy’s strenth
by his allyes abroad, standing forces, papists, pen-
sioners, beneficiaries, and traders at home ; and that
it was therefor necessary to solicite the concurrence
of those concerned and cordiall of all three nationes,
especially considering, that by want therof those
two worthy appearances of our countrymen; thé
honourable asserters of our religion and liberties, at
Pentland hills and Bothwell bridge, wer so soone
desarted and frustrated.

Pursuant to our purpose wee invited the Duke
of Monmouth, then gone for Brussells, to Rotterdam,
giving in the letter some intimation of our business
with him; who without delay came to us; having
discoursed at large wee found him of our opinion,
and according to our wishes, and as much as any
persuaded, that if something were not timously done,
the Duke of York would strengthen himself in
armies, debauch or violent parliameénts, so as in
short time he should be able to oppress all good
christians, and free spirits in the nationes, and
setle Antichristianisme and tyranny at his pleasure.

The Erle of Argyle with Sir John Cochran and his
son John and other gentlemen, (but I abstaine from
naming any persons in this writing who yet are out
of the enemies hands, till a time of less danger set
mee at liberty) upon the news of King Charles’s
death came from Freezland, and other places there,
and in Germany, to Amsterdam ; [and] hearing of us
in Rotterdam, haisted thither; but Monmouth was
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parted before. The Erle was very forward without
delay to take shiping for Scotland, and asked us,
who of us would take our hazard and goe? for that
he was resolved presently with such as would follow
him to set forward and land there. It was answered,
that all of us were determined and clear, both in
point of our-duty, and of the probabilities of the
present juncture of affairs in reference to the Duke of -
York and the nationes; if all previous necessaries
were fitted & adjusted, and needfull preparations
made; and that if we should precipitate, neglecting
any of those, wee might probably make mair haist
then good speed;.and therfore advised, that wee
should in order consider and discourse of the whole
affaire above, as it wer in the preliminaries, corre-
spondencies, preparations, concurrences, and aides,
forreign and civill, the beginning stepes and pro-
gress, in so far as might be evident and distinct,
with the dangers & remedies, conveniencyes &, in-
conveniencyes, discoverable in so great and conse-
quentiall ane undertaking ; the effects and result
wherof would necessarily produce either great
benefit, or damage, to the christian interest and the
nationes, of our concerne ; and reduce our resolves
into a scheme or modell, as clear as wee could, to
be followed or altered as the busines in the progress
should require. ‘

The Erle said to this purpose, that he had good
correspondence in Scotland and much, and by it
considerable encouragement and invitation for com-
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ing to Scotland, and assurance of concurrance ; but
desired withall that none would press him with par-
ticulares, for these he would impairt to nobody ;
then gave a large account of what befell him after his
escape from Edinburgh Castle, and leaving of Lon-
don ; how he fell acquainted with some good English
people very concerned in the cofion cause, and wel
stocked in money (but such cannot now be named) ;
how providence had assisted him in making pre-
paration of armes of all sorts, both for horsemen &
foot, to the value of a great sum, which wher now in
readiness, likewise one frigat already bought; that
he was fully satisfied of concurrance in Scotland ; as
for any other he thought it was not to be expected
in the beginning, but would assuredly follow ; that
he did perfectly understand the whole harboures
and coastes about .Scotland, and the grounds, and
fields in every countrey and place thereof, and
knew how to use them in landing, marching, and
encamping of an army, and in leading & drawing
them to batle, to the best advantage ; that he would
shew to some of us the listes and accounts of his
armes & ammunition, and order of provision for
transport; but for other things, which related to
and concerned the management & conduct of the bu-
siness, they must needs be left to himselfe, and could
not be imparted without danger and detriment to
the affaire, or denyed to him by any, but who
doubted either his abilities and fitness, or his in-
tegritie and ingenuitie; and if a scheme wer made
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ot such an affaire, it could only serve to divulge
methodes, for it could not be a rule; the generall
being often necessitated to change methods in an
houre: and if any of us wer of contrary opinion,
he desired none such to goe along, and would not
bid them; but he would begone very soone with
such as would joine him. ]
This discours, with some tart expressiones which
hé had upon the Duke of Monmouth, importing
great, and as wee understood groundless, jeolousies
of him, and aversion from medling with him or
having him concerned in the business, put us to
second thoughts; yet then wee only told him, that
wee would consider further of matters, and try the
Duke of Monmouth’s inclinations and temper. The
next occasion we had soone after of treating with the
Duke, wee went over all had been before discoursed
with him, and finding him firmly resolved as before,
I asked him, in what character he intended to join
and act? he answered as a protestant and English-
man, for the protestant religion and liberties of
the nationes, against the Duke of York, usurper of
the royall dignity, and his assisters, oppressors of
the people in al three nationes, in their religion,
consciences, rights and liberties. I urged further,
if he considered himselfe as lawfull son of King
Charles last deceased? he said he did; I asked if
he was able to make out and prove the marriage of
his mother to the King Charles, and if he intended
to lay claime to the crowne? He answered, he had
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been able lately to prove the marriage’, and if some
persons are not lately dead, of which he would in-
forme himselfe, he would yet be able to prove it.
As for his claiming the crowne, he intended not to
_doe it, unless it wer advised to be done, by thosé
who should concerne themselves, and joine for de-
livery of the nationes ; and that whether so or not;
he would lay no clame, or use no title, but by
advice, and to the advantage of the comon cause ;
and if, and when, wee should prevail,' he should lay
it downe, and give it up -in the hands of the people -
or their representatives, for establishing their re-
ligion, and a solidd anid good modell of government,
such as they should think fitt to setle; and that for
his pairt he should cheerfully and heartily accept
of what station in the comonwealth they should
bestow upon him, and think himself fully re-
warded by being the instrument of so much good to
the.nationes. Upon this I told him, that I found
many, our best friends in England, jeolous of his

! For the solemn declaration made by the King in. Council, and enrolled in
Chancery, that he was not married to Monmouth’s mother, see the paper in
the Appendix [to Rose on Fox].

The only instances, which have been met with of any thing like an acknow-
ledgment that Charles the 2d was married to Mrs. Walters, are in two
letters to him from the Princess of Orange from the Hague, 20th May, 1655,
'and from Hounslerdike, 21st June following. In the first her Highness says,
¢ Your wife is resolving whether shee will writ or no: therefor I am to say
¢ nothing to you from her.” In the other, ¢ Your wife desires me to present
¢ her humble duty to you; which is all she can say. I tell her ’tis because
¢ shee thinks of another husband, and dos not follow your example, of being as
¢ constant a wife as you are a husband : ’tis a frailty they say is given to the
¢ sex; therefore you will pardon her I hope.’ Thurloe’s State Papers, Vol. I.
p. 665.~Note in Rosg. on Fox. g
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aspiring to the royall dignitie ; of which, by reason
of the great abuses of itt, and the miserable conse-
quences, SO habituall as now become its second
nature, they wer extremely disgusted; and so some-
what averse from medling with him; but if he
would on the termes of his discourse give full as-
surance to such of them as wer in the Low Coun-
treys, many at Amsterdam, whereof they might
certify their freinds in England, and to us, so as wee
might certifie many to whom wee had accesse, he
would quickly be most acceptable to all, and in all
probability be the great instrument of the nationes
there deliverance ; and obtain for himselfe and his
family a more honourable and better established
station and condition, than any king on earth.
Wherupon, he tooke deep asseverationes in the pre-
sence of God, that he intended and would doe as
he had spoken, and repeated what before is re-
hearsed, and said he would give the like assurance
to the English, as he did very solemnly'; whereby
his greatest opposers, jeolous of him as above said,
(who gave mee a full account of the matter, as like-
wise he himselfe did afterwards at Amsterdam,) wer
cordially joined to him, and entirely of a peace with
him. Then wee proceeded to other points, and con-
cluded, that unless an attempt should be made in
England, at the same time as in Scotland, wee would

not engage, or goe to action ; next, that wee would
take course, that at leest ther should be such a bal-

! His assuming the regal title soon after putting his foot on English ground,
was not very consistent with this~—Note in Rose on Foz,
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lance fixed in Ireland, as that no danger might come
upon Scotland or England from thence: then, that
wee should so deale with protestant powers abroad, as
they should at leest keep off forreigne powers, po-
pish and allyes to York, from medling in the war,
and what further could be obtained of them ; wher
anent some of them had already given us what to
hope. Wee fixed some methods upon each point;
and the Duke said, that if after tryall he should not
have faire invitation to goe for England, if wee
thought business might be done to purpose in Scot-
land, he would be ready to hazard with us thither;
this he said upon our telling him of Argyle’s con-
fidence, and haist to be gone; but wee told him
that wee would not meddle in the business, unless
upon concurrence of the premised considerationes.
Shortly after the Erle came to Rotterdam, with Sir
John Cochran and others, wee told him how frank
and ready the Duke was, yea, even if wee thought
wee should be able to doe the bussiness in Scotland
without England’s help, at leest in the begginning,
he should be ready to goe along with us. The Erle.
started exceedingly at this, and expressed great dis-
like of the Duke goeing to Scotland, saying, that he
could signifie nothing, wher he had so litle ac-
quaintance; and that however qualified he wer for
conducting of a royall well provided army, yet he
knew him not very fit for making the best of a few
men in partyes, which would be our first work.
Wee told him, that he would not think of goeing to



14 SIR PATRICK HUME’S NARRATIVE

Scotland, if he could goe to serve the intrest in
England; but if he wer not to goe thither, wee
judged wee could not faire the worse for his goeing
with us, in case wee thought fitt to goe. Then said
the Erle, wher are the Duke’s armes, and amuni-
tion? If he be sufficiently provided of these, I am
not only content he goe to Scotland, but shall be
willing to serve under him, wer it as a single
trooper ; but if he is unprovided, how can he under-
take such a bussinesse? Wee answered, that the
provissiones which he had given us account of the
other meeting wer considerable, and enough to begin
with. He replyed, these wher nothing to the Duke
of Monmouth nor to him; but bought & provided
by other good persons to be employed as they
pleased ; and that they would by no meanes medle
with the Duke. Wee put him in mind, that for-
merly he called the armes his armes, and amunition
his amunition, and asked how he now said they
belonged to others? He answered, that they wer
the byers goods, who would have them used by
him as they would. Then wee told him, that what-
ever wer the Duke’s or his Lordship’s opinion, wee
wer firmly determined not to have any attempt
made on Scotland, except it wer at the same time,
or about it, made in England : and except Irland
and forreigners wer prepared as above-said; and
unless wee wer satisfied with the correspondences,
preparations, and schem, and modell of the whole
designe; and of the ways laid downe to carry
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on and manage it, with the grounds and declara-,
tions to be published thereupon: because, as if
this undertakeing should be well managed, its suc-
cesse might restore the nation’s intrests; so, if mis-
managed, its defeat would exceedingly tend to their
ruine, at leest high detriment and prejudice. At
this meeting the Erle was high, peremptory, and
passionate, ‘though I have concealld all the ex-
pressions, and parted in that temper ; wee wer much
stumbled, and found the first difficultie was how to
prevent mistakes rising betwixt the Duke of Mon-
mouth and the Erle, when they should meet;
especially having clearly discovered from his cariage
and discourses all along, that the point of leading
and comand stuck very deep with the Erle. But he
prevented our fears, for next day he visited the
Duke alone, and conserted with him, that, unless
England would concur, our undertaking should goe
no further; and likewise agreed in the generall to
what is said before anent Irland and forreigners.
Then, having met together, wee 