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It is not until the middle of the 5th century of the 
Christian era that the early chronicles begin to cast occasion­
ally a feeble and uncertain light upon the history of the 
northern isles. It is stated in the "Historia Britonum" of 
Nennius that the Saxon chiefs Ochtha and Ebissa, who came 
over with ill the year 449 Orkney 
Islands, a eat many regi e Frisic 
Sea.1 .At for a long pe (accord-
ing to N icts had been n of the 
Orkneys. Whatever value may be attached to these state­
ments as referring to events which took place 400 years before 
the author's own time, there can be no reason for discrediting 
,his testimony when he says that the Picts continued in 
possession of the Orkneys in his day,lI 

Adam e of St. Colum that the 
saint bein 
Northern 
the king 

tQ Bruide Mac 
ronghold on th 
to the reguli 

g of the 
requested 
s (one of 

whom was en presen , and whose hos ges were en in the 
king's hands) that Cormac and the clerics who had accom­
panied hinl on a missionary voyage to the Orkneys should 
receive no harm; and it is added that this was the means of 
saving them from a violent death. But if the authority and 
influence the Northern to these 
islands in ruide, it does ve been 
effectual . hem from fore Bruide 
Mac :Meil 4, and some f eath the 
new and g po the Dalriadic gs ade itself 

1 The F'risic Sea is supposed to mean the Firth of Forth. 
~ The "Historia Britonum" of NennillB (whoever he may have been) is be· 

lieved, on what seems reliable evidence, to have been written about A.D. 858. 
(See the Irish Nennius, Irish ArchlllOlogicai Society, p. 18.) 
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e lslendingab6 the same reas 
he departure as is given by 
. also says, sp and :-" Christ 

here then called by the N orthmen Papa, but afterwar s ey 
went their way, for ~hey would not remain in company with 
heathens ; ant' they left behind them Irish books, and bells, 
and pastoral staves, so that it was clear that they were 
Irishmen." 

hus by the co 
er of St. Col 

IDlonyof Ad 
an abbot of t 

; of the Irish writing durin 
e men who h the Northern 

y, of the lcelan c nans hemselves--it IS es a s e 
that the whole of the northern islands were visited by 
Christian teachers, and probably, in part at least, converted to 
the Christian faith, before they were overrun by the N or­
wegian invaders, and the new faith swallowed up in the rising 

f heathenism heir shores fro 
and the Aser. 

D the absence e cannot expec 
hat extent the onary settleme 
d in leavening population of t 

Orkney and Shetland with the Christian faith. But it seems 
probable that during the three centuries that intervened be­
tween the coming of Cormac in his coracle and the arrival of 
Harald Harfagri with his fleet of war galleys, the new faith 

been firmly es widely extende 
em mainland d in the remo 
e indications to a Christian 

sles, of no inoon nt and continu 
eir occupation men, are :-Th 

of the early ecclesiastical foundations; the occurrence of 
monumental stones sculptured in the style peculiar to the 
earliest Christian monuments of the mainland of Scotland, 
and bearing inscriptions in the Ogham character; the finding 
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(as at Saverough and Burrian) of ecclesiastical bells of the 
square-sided form, peculiar to the early ages of the Church; 

SQUABE-SJDED BELL .. OUKD A.T SAVEROUORJ ORItNEV. 

and the occurrence in the Norse topography of the islands of 
place-names indicative of the previous settlement of Celtic 
Christian priests. 

The earliest dedications were probably those to St. Ninian 
and St. Columba, st. Brigid, and St. Tredwell. It may be 
significant that in the south parish of South Ronaldsay, where 
in all probability the companions of St. Columba would make 
their first landing in Orkney, there were no fewer than three 
chapels dedicated to bim.1 

1 St. Ninian was commemorated at Dunrossness in SheUa.nd (Sibbald's • 
Deacription, 1711, p. 15) j at Stove'in South Ronaldsa.y, Orkney (Peterkin's 
Rentals, No. III.) j at the 'north head of the bay of Wick in Caithness j and 
at Navidale in Sutherland. st. Columba's three chapels in South Roualdsay 
were at Grymness, Hopa.y, and Loch of Burwick (Peterkin's Rentals, No. Ill, 
P. 86). There were also dedications to St. Columba in the islands of &nday 
and Hoy in Orkney, at Olrig and Dirlet in Caithness, on Island Comb, at 
Tongue, and at Kilca1mkill in Sutherlandshire (Bishop Forbes's Calendar of 
Scottish Saints). St. Triduana, whose name hIlS been cormpted into St. 
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more readily, says the Saga, "that all the poorer men had 
but small lands, while those who were wealthy said they 
would redeem theirs when they pleased." 1 But the odallands 
remained in the possession of the earl till Einar's great-

daon, Sigurd m obliged to buy 
e odallers ag when hard p 
ish earl Finle' 

W"hen Einar di e sons, two of 
and Erlend, were killed with King Erik Bloodyaxe in England. 
The third, ThoJfum Hausakliuf, married Grelauga, daughter 
of Duncan, earl of Duncansbay, and thus reunited in the 
Norse line the two earldoms of Orkney and Caithness. Earl 
Thorfinn Hausakliuf left five sons. .Amfinn, the eldest who 

married to Ra tel' of King 
killed by his khol (Murkle) 
hen married H ther. She soo 
instigated Ein 's sister's son 

Havard fell in the fray at Stennis, and was buned there.s 

Ragnhild had promised to marry Einar if :h.e killed her 
husband Havard. Whe~ the deed was done, however, she 
refused to perform her promise, and instigated another Einar, 
by the promise of her hand, to slay Einar Klining. This he 

but again aithless. Then 
the third son nn Hausakliffe 
e two husban had already h 
while Skull, er, had gone to 

obtamed an earl's tltle for Cruthness from the Kmg of Scots. 
He was defeated by Liot, and slain in the Dales of Caithness, 
and thus Liot became sole earl of Caithness and Orkney. He 
fell in battle with a native chieftain, named Magbiod 6 in the 

laf Tryggvaaon's 
inleik has been co 

laC Tryggvaaon's 
bid. cap. IS5. 

This is probably th 
th, the date is too 

b 

It, cap. IS3, in Ap 
inlay, the Cather 0 

, cap. IS., in Ap 

brigd. Though 
h MacFinlay. 
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All that remains of this interesting structure is merely 
the semicircular chancel and about 9 feet of the walls of the 
circular nave on either side, as shown in the annexed ground­
plan. It is described in the Old Statistical Account as having 
been a rotundo, 18 feet in diameter and 20 feet high, two­
thirds of which were taken down to build the present 

ORPHIR. 

parish church. The curvature of the part of the walls still 
remaining would give a diameter of 18 to 19 feet. The semi­
circular chancel is 7 feet wide and a little more than 7 feet 
deep. The walls are well built of yellow Orphir freestone. 
The only remaining window is a small one in the east end 
of the chancel, 30 inches high, having a semicircular head, 
and the jambs splaying inwards from 10! inches to 20 inches 
wide. It has a groove for glass. 

The Rev. Alex. Pope of Reay, who visited Orphir in 1758, 
has given a description of "The Temple of Orphir, or Gerth 
House," but there is little to be gathered from it, and the 
measurements as given 1 are evidently wrong. He states, 

ii. P. 60). Wilson, on the other h&lld, supposes that the early dry-built bee­
hive houses of the Western IsI&llds may have served &8 a model fol' some of the 
earliest Christian omtories, of which that at Orphir, he remarks, is an interest­
ing example (Prehistoric Annals, ii. p. 369). But there is no &Ilalogy what­

evel' between the architectural featol'es of Orphir and those of the beehive 
houses, nol' has it any resembl&llce to the earlier oratories and chapels of the 
Western Isles. 

1 Pope's Tl"8.IIl!lation. of Torfll\us (Wick, 1866), P. 108. 

. .... 
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only 4 feet. In plan, size, and general expression, Weir and 
Lybster are remarkably alike, and in all probability both 
buildings are the work of the same period, though Lybster 
is perhaps fully the older of the two:" Sir Henry Dryden also 
remarks the similarity of the chapels of Weir and Lybster, 
and adds "Probably Weir is of the 12th or 13th century, but 
the characteristics are not decisive enough to approximate 
more closely to its date." 

It is most probable that this chapell was built by Bishop 
Bjarni, the son of Kolbein Hruga, who built the castle on the 
island of Weir, as recorded in the Saga. Bjarni was bishop 
from 1188 to 1223, and would probably reside on his paternal 
estate in Weir when not required 
by the duties of the episcopate to 
be in Kirkwall. This period answers 
to the indications afforded by the 
architectural characteristics of the 
building, and we have no record of 
any other person who was likely to 
have erected a chapel on this little 
island The fact that it is still 
called "Cobbie Row's Chapel" 
points to its connection with Kol­
bein Hruga's family. 

The CHURCH AT LYBSTER 2 

(Reay), in Caithness, corresponds 
in style and plan so closely to the 

+ 

church of Weir that it may be de- LYBSTER S. MARY 
scribed here briefly. There is no Isf(. 

other church in Caithness of any antiquity which demands 
special notice. Ecclesiastical sites of early date are thickly 
scattered over the county, but the ruins of the buildings them­
selves have suffered so much that there is scarcely an architec-

1 From an expression of Jo. Ben's it would seem to have been dedicated to 
St. Peter :-" Weir, insula est parva, Petro Apostolo dieata." 

S This church, which was called St. Peter's in 1726, is called St. Mary'H 
by Mr. Muir. . 





I , 

.' 

., .. 





Chancel-Arch . of Church at Weir 

Doorv;ay in West pud. of Church at Lybster, Reay. 
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area measu feet by 6. Lo t in his 
time, notwi difficulty and access 
to the Bro d age scrambl ugh a 
road in ma ix inches broa death 
attended a slip." Jo.· Ben, in 1529, mentions that people 
of all classes and conditions were in the habit of climbing 
up to the top of the Brough on their hands and knees to 
visit the chapel called the "Bairns of Brugh ;" and when 
they had re , "on their be d with 
hands joine heir supplicati incan-
tations to t Brugh, throw' water 
behind the making the chapel 
twice or thn is still a fine Brough, 
which doubtless had the reputation of a "holy well" in con­
nection with these superstitious practices. The Brough was 
fenced with a strong stone wall toward the land side in Low's 
time, and from this and the remains of the huts he concludes 
that it had fort subseque into a 
sanctuary b tics. 

The old of Deerness, 0 as pre-
served thre e of which is e ibbert's 
Shetland), . rity of being as the 
church on the Brough of Birsay seems also to have been, and 
as many of the Scandinavian churches dating from the 13th 
century were. 2 Low describes it as having a vaulted chancel 
at the east end, of which the twin towers rose from each 
corner. Th he south-east f th chancel 
was entere y opening fro (in the 
same mann at Brough of a spiral 
staircase Ie apartment or en the 
towers, on rey. From t was the 
entrance to the other tower. 

1 Low's Tour through Orkney and Zetland, MS. in the possession of 
David Laing, Esq. 

• See the article on "The Twin-towered Churches of Denmark," by J. 
Kornerup, in t ordisk Oldkindig 
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of about 54 feet, and on the other three sides of the chamber 
there were small cells or loculi entered by openings in the 
walls about 21 feet square at a height of about 3 feet above 
the floor. 

Structurally, Maeshow belongs to a class of chambered 
sepulchral cairns of common occurrence in the north of Scot-

Plan and Section of Maeshow. 

land, but to a special variety of that class which is peculiar 
to the Orkneys.l These chambered tombs occur in groups in 
certain places, thus suggesting the probability that, as in the 
great royal cemeteries of early times in Ireland, they may have 
been for centuries the gathering places of the tribes and the. 
burying-places of their kings. 

But the most interesting fact connected with Maeshow 
was the discovery that a large number of Runic inscriptions 

1 The leading specific feature of the Orkney group of chambered cairns is 
the formation of sma1I cells or loculi off the principal chamber. The Caith· 
. ness group is distinguished by the tricameration of the chamber, and the Clava 
group by having a circular or oval chamber undivided and unfurniahed with 
loculi. 
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had been scmtched on the stones of the interior walls of the 
chamber. It was evident, from the height at which the in­
scriptions occurred, as well as from indications of the weather­
ing of the stones previous to their being inscribed, that when 
the runes were cut the chamber was rootless and partially 

View of Chamber in Maeahow. 

filled up with rubbish. The form of the letters of which the 
inscriptions are composed is that of the later class of Norse 
Runes, "which," says Professor Munch, "are never older than 
A.D. 1100 at least." The majority of the inscriptions are such 
as men seeking the shelter or concealment of the "broken 
how" might scribble from mere idleness. One gives the 
Runic alphabet. A number of others are simple memoranda 
consisting of the name of a. man and the statement that he 
"hewed this" or "carved these runes." But one of the 
longer inscriptions supplies the important information that 
"the Jorsala-farers broke open the Orkahaug in the lifetime 

• 
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of the blessed earl" This seems to imply that the inscrip­
tion was carved after the death of "the blessed earl" ROgn­
vald, or subsequent to 1158. The Jorsala-farers who accom­
panied rum from Norway iIi. 1152 remained a considerable 
time in Orkney befo~ the expedition was ready, and as we 
learn from the Saga their conduct during that time was such 
as would naturally result from the enforced idleness of a 
numerous body of rough and uncontrolled adventurers. The 

RUBBING fROM MAESHOW TUMULUS. 

"breaking of a how" in the hope of finding treasure was a 
common exploit among the N ortbmen. It seems to have 
been done sometimes also as a proof of courage, for the bravest 
were not altogether void of superstitious fears. From an­
other part of the inscription we gather that the J orsala-farers 
who broke the Orkahaug were disappointed in the hope of 
finding treasure, as it had been previously carried away. In 
all probability they were not the first who had been tempted 
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around it. But when one reflects on what is implied in the 
transportation and erection of these great stones, and the 
excavation of a ditch round them of 10 yards wide, 2 yards 
deep, and 366 yards long, it loses none of its magnificence in 
comparison with the more imposing monuments. 

The smaller circle, called the "Ring of Stennis," is more 
clearly monumental than the Ring of Brogar, as it contains 

Ring of Stennis and Cromlech, from the northward. 

the remains of a cromlech within it. It seems to have con­
sisted originally of twelve stones 'placed round the circum­
ference of a circle of about 100 feet in diameter, and sur­
rounded by a deep and broad trench with a circumscribing 
mound, now nearly obliterated. Only two stones of the circle 
remain standing, and a third lies prostrate. Peterkin states 

Ring of Stennis, from the westward. 

that some were thrown down and removed by the tenant of 
the adjoining lands in 1814. The cromlech is also thrown 
down, but one of the supports of the massive capstone is still 
standing, and the capstone, which lies beside it, is 9 feet long 
by 6 feet broad. 

The Ring of Bookan is a circular space 136 feet ill 
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XII. MOUSA AND THE PICTISH TOWERS. 

The little island of Mousa (the Mosey of the Saga), lying 
oft' the Mainland of Shetland, is interesting as containing the 
best preserved specimen of the "towers of defence," which 
were the strongholds of the native inhabitants previous to the 
N oraa invasion. 

The tower of Mousa., of which a view is here given, con­
sists of a circular dry-built wall, 15 feet thick at the base, 
enclosing an area or circular court 30 feet in diameter, and 
open to the sky, so as to admit light to the ranges of windows 
which open from the galleries towards the interior. The 
doorway leading through the wall into this interior court is 
the only opening to the outside of the tower. From the court 
other openings in the wall give access to sma.ll ovoid chambers 
in the thickness of the wall on the ground-floor, and to a stair 
which ascends to the upper galleries. Above the chambers 
on the ground-floor the wall is carried up hollow, or ~ther 
there are two concentric walls with a space of about 31 feet 
between them, which is divided into storeys or galleries by 
horizontal courses of transverse slabs, which bind the two 
walls together. Thus each of these courses of horizontal slabs 
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to the discovery of the inscriptions in Maeshow, the only 
Rune-inscribed monument known within the 
bounds of the ancient earldom was the stone 
in the churchyard of Crosskirk, Northmavine" 
Shetland,. described by Low, which reads 
(according to his imperfect copy) "Bid pray 
for the soul of --/' and consequently 
belongs to the Christian time. That there 
were similar monuments in other places, how­
ever, is shown by the recent discovery of a. 
Runic fragment at Aithsvoe, Cunningsburgh, 
Shetland.l It is a mere fragment of the te~ 
minal part of a monumental inscription,. in­
cised on the edge of the stone, consisting of 
the letters KVIMIK, which Professor Stephens 
reads as the concluding part of the customary 
formula, "--hewed me," ie. carved this stone. 

But perhaps the most in;teresting and aug­
,gestive remains of the N orthmen are those 
that have been from time to time recovered 
from the soil which they made their own 
-the relics which were actually possessed by 
the men and women of the Saga time; the 
weapons they used, and the ornaments they 
wore. In the grave-mounds of the heathen 
period, the warrior Viking still lies as he was 
laid, with his shield at his shoulder, and his 
sword ready to his hand. 

The sword here figured, which is of a dis­
tinctively Scandinavian type, was dug up 
in making the railway near Gorton, in 

Moray shire, and is now in the museum of the Society of 

1 This fragment, which is now in the museum of the Society of Antiquaries 
of Scotland, is figured aud described by Professor George Stephens of Copen­
hagen, in the .. Illustreret Tidende" for 20th July 1878, and will be included 
in the third volume of his great work on the Runic monuments of Scandinavia 
and England, now preparing Cor the prei!8. 
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in the stone cooking-kettle that had served them when in 
life. l This burial in stone urns, or in cooking vessels of 
steatite, is of common occurrence in the grave-mounds of 
the Viking period in Norway, and is also not unfrequently 
found in Orkney and Shetland. 

.Associated with such burials in Norway there are occa­
sionally found the peculiar brooches which are characteristic 
of the later Pagan time.2 Although they occur perhaps more 
frequently with unburnt burials, they link on with the 
custom of cremation. Thus they afford a valuable index to the 
chronology of these remains in Scotland, because the Pagan 
period of the Scandinavian occupation may be said to be 
limited to the time between the expedition of Harald Har-

fagri and the battle of Clontarf (872-1014). These brooches 
are found in Scandinavian graves of this period, in Scotfand, 
England, Ireland, Normandy, Russia, and Iceland-in short, 
wherever the heathen Vikings effected a. settlement. In 
Scotland they have been found in various places-in Suther-: 
land, in Caithness, in Orkney, in the Hebrides, and even in 
remote St. KUda.. The specimen here figured, which is now 

1 A large number of these stone kettles, made of steatite, and furnished 
with iron .. bows," exactly like those of our modem cast·iron pots, are pre­
Herved in the Christiania Museum, filled, as they were found, with the burned 
bones of the former owners. Sometimes the sword of the owner is found 
twisted and broken, and laid on the top of the bones. 

t There are upwards of 400 of these brooches in the museum at Stockholm, 
nearly balf as many in (,'hristiania, a.nd a large number in Copenhagen. 

h 
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in the Museum of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, is 
one of a pair found in a sto~e cist on a mound which covered 
the remains of a " Pictish Tower" at Castletown in Caithness.1 

They are usually found in pairs, one near each shoulder of the 
skeleton. This corresponds with. the statement of an ancient 
Arab writer, that the Norse women used to wear such brooches 
in pairs on their breasts. ~ 

The most remarkable discovery of these characteristic 
Scandinavian interments that has hitherto occurred in Scot­
land was made in the island of Westray, Orkney, in 1849, by 
Mr. William RendalP Anum ber of graves were found in 
the sandy links near Pierowall (the Hofn of the Saga), in 
some of which were swords and shield-bosses, indicating that 
the skeletons were those of men. But in one a pair of tortoise 
or shell-shaped brooches and a trefoil ornament were the only 
objects found with the skeleton. In another, a pair of these 
brooches were found on the breast, and a pair of combs, of the 

form here figured, lay on either side of the neck, apparently 
as they had fallen out of the hair. In a third, a pair of 
brooches, a pair of combs, and a bronze pin, were found It 
appears from these examples that the brooches undoubtedly 
belonged to women, and that the warriors were usually buried 
with sword and shield and "panoply of war ;" and, as we read 
in Ibn Fozlan's account, the dog and the horse of the 
deceased appear also to have been sacrificed at the grave, and 

1 The other one is in the museum at Copenhagen, and is figured in Worsaae's 

Danes and Northmen, p. 255. 

~ ..... 

~ Mem. de la Soc. Antiq. du N oro, 1840·44, po 79. 

I For full details of this remarkable group of interments, see Wilson's I 
Prehistoric Annals of Scotland, vol. it po 808, and Journal of the British 
Archreological Association, vol. it p. 329. 



























m. THE STRATHERNE LINE OF THE EARLS OF ORKNEY. 

Isabella (f> m. to s 
ofR 

18B, Earl of Strat 
daughter of Magn 

. r 
Matilda, m. to Way. 

I 
Isabella, m. to William, I gils ARnett&, m. to Am or 

1£rngisl SunesoD, who 
was made Earl of Ork· 
ney 1858. 

land (f), de Ard. 

lArd. 

Earl of Ross, in 1884. 

(f), 

r 
se, Earl of Btrath 
d Orkney, m. 
~hter of Sir Jo en el , ( ) 

MlU'Jory, daughter of Hugh, Earl of 
Ross; d. circa 1850. 

I 
I 

(f) m. to Guttorm Sperr&. 
- I 

Malise Sperra, slain at 
Scalloway br 
He~ St. ClIW', 1 

Elisabeth, m. to Henry 
St. Clair, Earl of Ork­
ney. 



1 
Margaret, m. to James of 

Cragy. 

IV. THE ST. CLAIR LINE OF THE EARLS OF ORKNEY. 

I 
David. 

WILLIAM ST. CLAIR of Roslin m.'Isabella (f), 
daughter of MaIise, Earl of Stratherne. 

I 

I 
Elisabeth, m. to John de 

Drummond. 

I 
H('ury. mnc1e Enrl of Orkney 1879 j m. (1) 

lilis~bcth. daughter of Malise (the younger), 
Earl of Stroiliernc, Caithness, nm) Ork1ley ; 
(2) Janet, daughter of Walter )JuliblU'ton 
of Dirleton j and d. circa 1400. 

1 
-1-.. I 

Henry, Earl of Orkney, m. Egidia Douglas, John. 
daughter of Lord William Douglas j d. 
circa 1418. I 

William, Earl of Orkney, exchanged his 
rights to the Earldom of Orkney for the 
lands of Ravenscraig, 1471. 

., 

II 
I ,I 
.' 

I 
-.~ 
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184 ORKNEYINGA SAGA. 

stead stood ence, and one through 
na.rrowand assages up to i was at 
this farm, g . indoors assagas 
led to the e use close to th had a 
door filled loosely WIth stones. ThorblOm and lus men, 
hearing the words of Hoskuld when he saluted Earl ROgn­
vald, seized their weapons, pushed the stones from the con­
cealed door, and ran out. Thorbiom ran round the gable, 
and on to the wall of the passage. The Earl was then 
close to th orbiom struck As6lf 
warded off his hand, an ff; and 
then the s the Earl's clu a great 
wound. 

On rec w AsOlf said: rve the 
Earl better who have to thank him for greater gilts." He 
was then eighteen winters old, and had lately entered the 
Earl's service. 

Earl ROgnvald was going to jump off his horse, and his 
foot stuck fast in the stirrup. At that moment Stefan 
amved and tabb d him with a s d Thorbiom 
wounded t J 6mar stab in the 
thigh, the the bowels. m and 
his men ran homestead, an p bank, 
into a wet n Earl Harald amved 
and met Th ey recognised nd the 
Earl's men, when they knew his intentions, advised to pursue 
him; but Earl Harald dissuaded them from it, saying that 
he wished to wait for Earl ROgnvald's opinion, "Because," 
said he, " I am very intimately connected with Thorbiom, 
as you know both through relationship and other ties." 

Those th Earl ROgn rrowing 
over his d some tim re Earl 
Harald he Thorbiom had got 
out on the ss the moss-h ong it. 
But throug of the Earl's and his 
men ran down to the bog, and they met at the moss-hag 
-the two parties standing one on either side. Thorbiom's 
party defended themselves from the bank, and his followers 
ran to his assistance from the neighbouring homesteads, 
until they were fifty in number. They defended themselves 
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Swein his estate in He had 
taken a larg wine and En from the 
vessels. een at home a invited 
Earl Haral d a splendid When 
Earl Harald was at the feast a great deal was Bald of Swein's 
magnificence. The Earl said: tc I wish, Swein, you would 
now leave off your marauding expeditions; it is good now 
to drive home a whole waggon. You know that your plun­
dering has fed you and your men a long time, but to most 
men of vio ns that they p raiding. 
if they do ff in time." 

Swein e Earl and s This is 
well said, have spoken 
is good to vice from you 
that you are not an over just man yourse 

and it 
mplain 

The Earl replied: "I must be responsible for my own 
acts, but I spoke as it occurred to me." 

Swein replied: "Your intention is no doubt good, my 
Lord; and it shall be so, that I will discontinue my maraud-
ing expedit' f I getting old, d trength is 
wasting aw work and the am now 
going to m umn expedition it to be 
not less glo e spring one. all leave 
off war-goi 

The Ea p It is difficul , omrade, 
which comes fust-death or lasting fame." 

Then their conversation ceased. When Earl Harald 
left the feast honourable gifts were presented to him. and 
he and Swein parted very good friends. 

s 

APTER ex 
soN's (LAST) 

SHORTLY after this Swain prepared to go on a marauding ex­
pedition with seven long-ships, all of them large. Hakon, 
the son of Earl Harald, went with him. They went first to 
the Sudreyar. and found there little booty. Then they went 
to Ireland, and plundered there in many places. They 
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