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BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS.

In the number of line-of-battle cruisers, the abstract 1797.
of the british navy for this year agrees d}kecisely hrvend
with that of the last; but, in commissione ships of
the line, the former shows a trifling superiority.*
There is also, in the whole number of vessels, an
increase of 51; but the total of commissioned
cruisers, the best criterion of improvement, is not
proportionably affected. The number of ships and
vessels, the result of captures from the French,
Dutch, and Spaniards, appears considerable.t On
"the other hand, the loss sustained by the british
navy during the year 1796, and which, with the ex-
ception of one vessel, and that of a very small
class, captured, and three accidentally burnt, hap-
pened through bad weather, far exceeds the loss of
any similar period since that memorable year for
hurricanes, 1780. The loss of life too, as will ap-
pear by the proper list,{ was afflictingly severe.
Among the acquired line-of-battle ships, are four
that were purchased, while building, of the East
India company; and the whole of the seven new
frigates, two of which averaged 1000 tons each,
were built of fir.

By an admiralty order, dated on the 20th of June,

* Sce Appendix, Annual Abstract No. 5.

+ See Appendix, Nos. 1, 2, 3. .
1 See Appendix, No. 4. )
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INDEFATIG. & AMAZON WITH DROITS-DE-L’HOMME. 17

masts. This important circumstance, although omit- 1797
ted in sir Edward Pellew’s letter, is mentioned in 55’

the Indefatigable’s log. The utmost despatch was
now used in clearing the wreck from the lee-guns,
lest the enemy, profiting by the circumstance, should
commence his attack on that side. In the course

of a quarter of an hour or 20 minutes, this ne- -

cessary duty was performed, and the Droits-de-
PHomme, under her courses and mizen topsail, was
going at the rate of five knots an hour.

As the two british ships, having lost none of their
masts, were probably running a third faster, the
leading ship, tEe Indefatigable, then between seven
and eight miles ahead of her consort, arrived, at
about 5 h. 30 m. p. m., within hail of the Droits-de-
PHomme astern, and, shortening sail to close-reefed
topsails, did not run to-leeward, as the French
think she ought,* but hauled up to pour in a rakin,
fire. The two-decker, however, managed to ha
up also, and a broadside was exchanged, accompa-
med on the part of the french ship by an immense
discharge - of musketry. The Indefatigable now
tried to pass ahead of her antagonist, and rake her
in that direction; but the Droits-de-I’'Homme de-
feated that manceuvre likewise, and attempted to run
the frigate on board. This the latter, very naturally,
did her best to evade, and succeeded ; not, however,
without receiving into her stern a close, but, owing
in a great degree, no doubt, to the violent motion
of the sea, comparatively harmless broadside.

% « Alors le bitiment ennemi le plus proche, (c'était celui da
commodore,) qui se trouvait & petite portée de canon dans les
eaux du vaisseau les Droits-de-'Homme, serra toutes les voiles
qu'il avait mises dehors pour chasser, et s'établit sous une voilure -
commode pour le combat. Il perdit par-ld un temps précieux.
En effet, 8'il et sur-le-champ prolongé le vaisseau frangais par
dessous le vent, il eit pu le canonner sans qu'il etit été possible &
celui-ci de lui riposter d'un seul coup, 3 cause du danger qu'il eit
couru de mettre le feu aux voiles, qui couvraient une grande par-
tie de ses canons, et dont il lui ft devenu bien difficile de se débar-
rasser sous le feu de l'artillerie ennemie.” — Victoires et Conquéltes,
tome vii. p. 293.
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INDEFATIG, & AMAZON WITH DROITE-DE-L’HOMME. 19

her disabled state, and especially since the wind had 1767
drawn more to the southward, she could lie no 3.~
higher, and partly, as it would appear, becanse the
haziness of the weather of late had prevented her
commander from knowing exactly where he was,

At 8h. 30 m. p. M. the two british ships, the
one having reduced her sails, and the other re-
fitted as well as the time would allow, reapproached,
and recommenced the action with great judgment
as well as spirit. They stationed themselves one on
each bow of the french ship; and, by regulating
their speed, and yawing to starboard and port alter-
nately, raked her by turns. In the mean while the
Droits-de-’Homme, by yawing first on one tack and
then on the other, managed to get her two oppo-
nents occasionally unmexj ns. With such (fis-
advantages on her side in’the cannonade, the 74,
numerously manned as she was, naturally had re-
course to boarding whenever an opportunity offered;
but neither frigate was so imprudent, or so inatten-
tive, as to suffer her to come In contact, although, in
manceuvring to get out of the way of their huge an-
ta.gonist, (in reference to the Amazon at least,) both
ships received an occasional raking fire, not much
more effectual, however, than that first received by
the Indefatigable.

At 10h. 30 m. p. m. the mizenmast of the Droits-
de-PHomme, being in a tottering state from the
wounds it had received, was cut away to enable it
to fall clear of the deck. After this, the two british
ships changed .their positions, and attacked their
opponent on the quarter. Having expended all her
round shot but 50, the Droits-de-'Homme began firing
shells; and if even, as the French state, these kept
the british ships at a greater distance, they did not,
as far as we can learn, produce any very serious
effect either upon their hulls or their crews. Many
of the french crew had by this time been killed or
disabled at their quarters; but the ship’s fire did not
slacken on that account, aés fresh hands, out of the

c






INDEFATIG. & AMAZON WITH DROITS-DE-L’HOMME. 21

and all her masts were in a wounded state. The 1797.
in topmast was completely unrigged, and was Ja
saved only by uncommon alacrity. Tie Amazon had
nearly three feet water in her hold. Her mizen
topmast, gaff, spanker-boom, and maintopsail yard,
were entirely shot away ; her fore and main masts
and fore and main yards, cut through by shots, and
her sails and rigging of every sort, more or less
injured. As an augmentation to her loss of rigging,
the Amazon had expended, in reeving new braces
and other purposes, every inch of spare cordage.
For so much injury in matériel, that which the two
british ships suﬂ‘erenf in personnel bore, in compari-
son with other cases, a somewhat inadequate pro-
portion. The Indefatigable, out of her crew (ad-
mitting all to have been on board) of 330 men and
boys, had her first lieutenant (John Thompson)
and 18 men wounded ; 12 of these not in a serious
manner, and chiefly with splinter-contusions. The
Amazon’s loss, out of a crew of about 260, amounted
to three men killed, and 15 badly wounded. The
casualties on board this frigate being thus at least
equal to those of the Indefatigable,* a ship so much
more large and powerful, no doubt can remain, that
the Amazon most nobly sustained her part in the en-
ement.
e loss on board the Droits-de ’'Homme, out of
a crew, including her army-passengers, of at least
1350 men,} amounted to three army-officers and 100

* Sir Edward, when he said, in reference to the Amazon, “ Her
condition, I think, was better than ours,” could only have judged
from appearances, having had no communication with his con-
sort.

1 This is less by 200 than the number for which head-money
was paid; but, in this instance, the customary vouchers, the
certificates of the three principal french officers, were neces-
sarily obliged to be dispensed with. In lieu of them, there were
depositions, first by the master of the Cumberland, that he believed
the number of men on board the Droits-de-I'Homme to have
been between 1500 and 1600 ; and then, by the first and second
captains of the captured french frigate Tortue, that they believed












LOBS OF THE DROITS-DE-L’HOMME. 25

the foot of the quarterdeck ladder, lieutenant Little- 1797.
hales recoverec{il his senses, and forthwith returned 7
to his post; but his chest and the upper part of his
arms were for several weeks afterwards black and
blue.* '

The details we are about to give of the melan-
choly fate that attended the Droits-de-’Homme and
her numerous crew, we shall extract partly from a
french account, and partly from the narrative of
lieutenant Pipon already alluded to. The proxi-
mity of the land was discovered at about the same .
time on board the Indefatigable and Droits-de-
PHomme ; but the latter, partly perhaps owing to
accident, makes the time 6 h. 15 m. instead of 4 h.
20m. o. M. Verysoon after the fatal discovery had
been made, and just as she had altered her course to
avoid ‘the danger, the foremast and bowsprit of the
74 fell over her bows. This checked the way which
the ragged mainsail had given to the ship, and
hastened the catastrophe. :

The french commodore now resolved to bring up;
but- all the anchors, except two, had been lost in
Bantry bay, and the cables of these had beenren-
dered useless by the enemy’s shot. However, a
stout hawser was bent to one of the anchors, ready
for letting go. Meanwhile, the remains of the main-
sail having been blown from the yard, the ship
scarcely moved ahead. The anchor was now
dropped in 12 fathoms ; butit did not hold an instant,
and the ship presently struck (according to the
french account, at 7 A.M.) on a bank of sand, di-
rectly opposite to the town of Plouzenec in the bay
of Audierne. The second shock carried away the
mainmast by the board. Four or five guns of alarm
were fired; and, to ease the ship and endeavour to
keep her upright, several of the guns were thrown
overboard.

The instant the danger bad become evident to the

* Marshall, vol. ii. p. 287.












£XPEDITION TO IRELAND. 29

naked, having lost all our baggage. There they gave 1797.
us a rough shift of clothes, and, in consequence of v
our sufferings, and the help we afforded in saving
many lives, a cartel was fitted out by order of the
french government, to send us home without ransom

or exchange. We arrived at Plymouth on the 7th

of March following.” » -

‘Thus had this mighty fleet, from which so much
had been anticipated, utterly failed in its object:
some of the ships belonging to it had perished on
the rocks or in the waves, others had been captured
by the enemy, and the remainder, jaded and wea-
ther-beaten, Kad returned into port. The following
little table will show, at one view, how the 44 sail,
of which that fleet at its departure consisted, were
ultimately disposed of :

arrived at in Total ; h.l;? al
' Brest.
safe.

Ships of the line.. 15 17
Frigates .. cov.oe ° 13
Brig-corvettes .. 4 6
Transports and 3 8
. powder-ships.
' Total ........ 1 u

That a succession of storms, such as those with
which the British Channel was visited in the winter
of 1796-7, should disperse and drive back an encum-
bered and (nautically, if not numerically considered)
ill-manned french fleet, ought not to create surprise.
But that, during the three or four weeks that the
ships of this fleet were traversing, in every direction,
the English and Irish Channels, neither of the two
british fleets appointed to look after them should
have succeeded in capturing a single ship, may cer-
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arrived a few hours earlier, the british government 1796.
became apprized of the escape of the french fleet D
from Brest. As a proof that no time was lost in for-
warding orders to Spithead, lord Bridport, on the
26th, got under way with his fleet; but a series of
accidents prevented him from sailing, and became,
as we shall see, the principal cause of his missing a
strong division of the fleet, whose capture or destruc-
tion was the sole object of his putting to sea. The
Prince 98, as was no uncommon thing with her,
missed stays, and, paying round off, ran foul of the -
Sans-Pareil abreast of the starboard gangway, there-
by doing herself so much injury that she was obliged
to remain behind to be docked. The Formidable
got on board the Ville-de-Paris, bK which a mutual
injury was sustained; and the Atlas grounded.
HJav'mg at length succeeded with eight line-of-battle
ships in reaching St.-Helen’s, the admiral was pre-
vented from sailing by a sudden change of wind;
which, although favourable for his getting to sea,
was directly on the bows of the ships coming to join
him from Spithead. This made it the morning of 1797.
the 3d of January before the fleet, consisting of 14
sail of the line, six frigates, a fire-ship, and a cutter,
got away from the anchorage.

Lord Bridport, pursuant to his instructions, pro-
ceeded straight fer Ushant, and in two days arrived
off the island. Thence he stretched across to Cape
Clear, and on the 9th looked into Bantry bay, but of
course saw nothing of the enemy; although, had the
fleet sailed on Christmas day, or even the day after,
the british admiral would probably have given the
french admiral something else than bad weather to
comtflain of. On the 10th the british fleet, as al-
ready mentioned, chased unsuccessfully the Révo-
lution and Fraternité. On the 11th, in the morning,
lord Bridport steered to the southward; and at
noon, which was about the time that the second
division of the french fleet entered Brest, the Chan-
nel floet was in latitude 49° 20’ north, and longitude












MUTINY AT SPITHEAD. 35

pouad,* and be of a better quality; that their mea- 1797
sures should be the same as those used in the com- apr,
mercial trade; that vegetables, instead of flour,
should be served with fresh beef ; that the sick should
be better attended to, and their necessaries not be
embezzled ; and that the men might have, on retarn-
ing from sea, a short leave to visit their families.

On the 18th a committee of the board of admi-
ralty, counsisting of lord Arden, (then first lord,) rear-
admiral Young, and Mr. Marsden, the second secre-
tary, arrived at Portsmouth ; and, in answer to the
petition of the seamen, declared, that the board would
recoinmend the kiug to propose to parliament an in-
crease of their wages in the following proportions:
four shillings per month, in addition, to the wages
of dpetty-ofﬁcers and seamen, three, to the wages of
ordinary seamen, and two, to the wages of land-
men; and that the board had resolved, that seamen,
wounded in action, should be continued in pay until
their wounds were healed, or, until, being declared
unserviceable, they should be pensioned, or received
into Greenwich hospital.

To this, on the following day, the seamen, through
their delegates, transmitted a reply, urging, that
there never existed more than two orders of men in
the navy, able and ordinary, and that, therefore,
the distinction between ordinary and landmen was
new; and humbly proposing, that the old regula-
tions should be adhered to, that the wages of able
seamen should be raised to one shilling a day, and
the wages of petty-officers and ordinary seamen in
the same proportion, and that the marines, while
serving on board, should have their pay augmented
in the same proportion as that of ordinary seamen;

* The seaman’s pound, according to & government regulation,
was not more than 14 ounces, the remaining two being retained
by the purser, to allow for waste, leakage, &c. A simiilar reduction
occurred in the measures ; and the purser received no other pay
than the difference, if any, between the real and the assumed loss

by waste, leakage, &c.
D2


















SECOND MEDITATED INVASION OF IRELAND. 4]

teaume, with the Mont-Blanc 74, Brave rasé, 40-gun 1797.
frigates Romaine and Immortalité, 36-gun frigates jom.
Précieuse and Coquille, corvette Lévrette, and three
armed luggers, to quit the harbour and lay at single
anchor in Bertheaume bay. By this french squa-
dron the Indefatigable and her consorts: were fre-
quently chased, but not to any distance; nor can
we find that any shots were ever exchanged. - The
french accounts tell us, however, that M. Ganteaume
got praised by the directory for having had several -
engagements with the enemy’s light squadrons, com-
manded by sir John Borlase Warren and sir Edward
Pellew; whom he is represented to have chased
from the coast, and thereby to have favoured the
arrival of several convoys.*

Lord Bridport had been ordered, very properly
in the present posture of affairs, to keep as much at
sea as possible. Hence, during the summer months,
the fleet returned to port, only to refit or revictual,
and then was presentry out again. The seamen of
the fleet, with very few exceptions, obeyed their
officers, and conducted themselves with propriety.
But, at Plymouth, the men belonging to most of the
ships evinced a mutinous disposition, and, in some
instances, proceeded to a great length. Finally,
however, the seamen at this port became satisfied
with the terms that had been accepted by their
brethren atPortsmouth, and tranquillity wasrestored.
The inactive state of the Brest fleet, during the re-
mainder of this year, afforded to the seamen belong-
ing to the Channel fleet no opportunity of evincing,
how little their loyalty and courage had been affected
by the recent unhappy events. -

The fact that, in the latter end of June, owing to
the junction of the ships from Lorient and Rochefort,
and the great exertions of the french minister of
marine, Truguet, there were at anchor in the road of
Brest 19 full-armed sail of the line, besides a great

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome viii. p. 255,


















SIR JOHN -JERVIS OFF CAPE ST.-VINCENT. 47

from Barcelona and were conveying to the camp of 1797.
San-Roque, had quitted port along with the fleet. ‘7%

On the 5th, at daylight, this numerically powerful
fleet passed Gibraltar, and, on the afternoon of
the same day the Neptuno, Bahama, Terrible, and
the Guadalupa frigate, escorted the gun-boats and
transports into Algesiras, where the troops and
stores were disembarked. One of the two-deckers
immediately rejoined the fleet; and, in a day or
two afterwards, the two other line-of-battle ships
stood out for the same purpose, but the fleet had
made sail. 'While in search of the latter, these two
ships fell in with and chased the Minerve, as already
related.

The primary destination of the spanish admiral was
Cadiz; but the strong easterly gale, which had
quickened his passage tirough the Straits, soon blew
right in his teeth, and drove his ships considerably
to the westward of their port. The rumour was, that
this fleet, if not blockaded in Cadiz, as it no doubt
would have been, intended afterwards, if not stopped
by the way, to proceed to Brest, there to join
tze french and (if another stubborn #f° could be got
over) dutch fleets ; and that then, with this assembled
force, England was to be invaded.

On the evening of the 13th, while still buffetting
with adverse winds, the look-out frigates of the
spanish fleet, now consisting of 25 sail of the line, 11
frigates, and one brig, got sight of some of the bri-
tish ships; but the latter, being taken for part of a
convoy, excited very little attention.  As the night
advanced, the Spaniards busied themselves in making
the most of a sudden favourable change of wind,
and, without much regard to order, were crowding
" sail to get near the land.

The morning of the 14th, that disastrous day to
the Spaniards, broke dark and hazy upon the two
fleets. The fleet of the British was formed in two
compact divisions, standing on the starboard tack, -
with the wind at west by south, Cape St.-Vincent
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had been counted from the Victory’s mast-head. At 1797.
10 A. M. the Minerve made a signal to nearly the ‘J%.
same effect. At 10 b. 15 m. a. m. the Bonne-Citoy-
enne announced by signal, that 20 of the strange
ships in the south-west by south were of the line.
At 10 h. 40 m. a. M., owing to the weather becoming
more hazy, captain Lindsay could discover but 16 to
be of the line; but at 11 A. M. he made the signal
for 25.%

By this time the fog, having cleared away, had
left the two fleets at liberty to form an estimate, as
far as counting numbers could afford it, of their re-
lative strength. 'What was the surprise of the Spa-
niards, at seeing 15, instead of nine sail of the line ;
and those 15 ships, formed in two close lines, which
steadily advanced to cut off the ships that, owing
either to mismanagement, or a blind confidence in
their numerical strength, had been allowed to sepa-
rate from the main body. The ships of the latter,
grouped together in what may be called a square,
were running under all sail, with the wind on the
starboard quarter; while the leewardmost ships
were close hauled on the same tack, striving hard -
to effect a junction with their companions, in time to
frustrate, if possible, the evident design of the british
admiral.

As, besides the object of cutting off the six de-
tached sail of the line, it was now an equally im-
portant one, to be ready to receive the 19, (one
with her fore topmast gone,) bearing down from
to-windward, and the advanced ships of which, at a
few minutes before 11 a. M., began wearing and
trimming in succession on the larboard tack, the
british admiral, at 11 a. m., ordered his fleet to form

* So stated in the Bonne-Citoyenne's log, and, except in the sub-
stitution of the Victory's for the Bonne-Citoyenne’s time, in the
Victory's log,and in sir John Jervis's letter ; at least in that published
in the London Gazette ; but stated to be “ twenty-seven” sail of -
the line, both in what purports to be a copy of that letter, inserted
at p. 157, vol. ii. of * Brenton's Naval History,” and in the author’s
account of the action, as given at p. 151 of the same volume,
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" received a fire in return from such ships o

SIR JOHN JERVIS OFF CAPE ST.-VINCENT. b1

nish ship, a two-decker, continued under a crowd of
sail steering to the south-east, and soon disappeared.
At 11 h. 31 m. a. M., having arrived abreast of
the van-ships of the spanish weather division, the
Culloden, by signal (No. b.) from the admiral, com-
menced a cannonade with her starboard 1guns, and
the spa-
nish weather division, as could open their batteries
without firing into a friend. This engagement be-
tween the two vans,we have endeavoured to illustrate
by the following diagram :

Oviem. P.Geo.

T ;
Ca. Blen,
€.

W

11h. 31m A. M.

%m%
oy
1 | X

About the time that the british van-ship opened
her fire in the manner above stated, two spanish
three-deckers and a two-decker, from the weather
division, stood across the head of the british line,
and joined the one three, and four two deckers on the
starboard tack; thus augmenting the spanish lee
division (excluding the fugitive ship) to eight, and
reducing the weather divis;on to 16, sail of the line.
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became exposed to the successive fire of the two
leading three-deckers of the lee division. After
discharging three or four broadsides in return, the
Irresistible stood on a little, and then tacked to
support the van.

editating, now, a bold manceuvre, the spanish
vice-admiral steered to cut the british line ahead of
the commander in chief; but the Victory was too
rapid in her advance, and forced the spamsh three-

1797.
Feb.

Vie-
tory.

decker to tack close under her lee ; raking her, while -

in stays, with destructive effect. This three-decker,
which was, we believe, the Principe-de-Asturias, now
bore up, in utter confusion; as, after exchanging a
few broadsides with the Egmont and Goliath in pass-
ing, did the second three-decker, followed by all the
six remaining ships of the lee division, except the
Oriente: which ship gallantly kept on upon the
larboard tack, and, passing to-leeward of the british
line unobserved in the smoke, succeeded, after the
exchange of a few shot with the Lively and one or
two of the other british frigates in the rear, in joining
her van. This interesting period of the action, we
have endeavoured to renger more intelligible by the
following diagram:

.‘zTP“’t xnoon, =/ “-_@

Gol. A 3 :

At about 1 h. p. m,, jﬁ;t as the rearmost ship of
that part of the british line, which was still on the

mont.

Goliath,
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the fire of their opponents, but from the fire of each 1797.
other. . -t
At about 1 h. 30 m. the Captain opened her fire
upon the Santisima-Trinidad and the ships near her;
with the rearmost of which the Culloden, about ten
minutes before, had recommenced firing. Frustrated
thus by the spirited conduct of the Captain and Cul-
loden, and seeing the near approach of the Blenheim
Prince-George, and other ships, the spanish admiral
gave up the design of running to-leeward of the
ritish fleet, and, making the signal to that effect,
hauled up on the larboard tack.

At about 2 p. M. the Culloden had stretched so
far ahead, as to cover the Captain from the heav
fire poured upon her by the spanish four-decker an
her companion, as they hauled up and brought their
‘broadsides to bear. Of the respite thus afforded to
her, the Captain took immediate advantage; re-
plenishing her lockers with shot, and splicing and
repairing her running rigging. Shortly afterwards
the Blenheim, passing also to-windward of the Cap-
tain, afforded her a second respite, which was taken
advantage of as before. The two more immediate
opponents of the Captain and Culloden had been the
San-Ysidro and Salvador-del-Mundo : these, having
already lost some of their topmasts, and being other-
wise ina crippled state, the Blenheim, by a few of -
her heavy broadsides, sent staggering astern, to be
cannonaded afresh by the Prince-George, Orion, and
other advancing ships.

The Victory, soon after her heaq fire upon the Vic-
spanish three-decker whom she had caught so op- *>
rtunely in stays under her lee, put about on the
Klorboard tack, and, followed by the Barfleur, Namur,
Egmont, and Goliath, (the two latter partially dis-
abled and dropping astern,) ;ointed to-windward of
the spanish fleet. At 1 h. 5 m. p. m. sir John di-
rected the Minerve, by signal, to take the disabled
Colossus intow; and at 1 h. 19 m. p. M., arrivin
abreast of the Excellent, who was in the rear of,
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engafement; but ships are very apt to misunder- 1797.
stand, or not to see, this signal, and, in the present 75
instance, No. 52 required to be repeated three times
before it was complied with. Observing the Victory
about to pass under her stern, and that the Barfleur
was following close, the Salvador-del-Mundo, whose
mizen topmast had since shared the fate of the fore
and main, very judiciously hauled down her flag
as soon as some of the Victory’s bow guns began to
bear upon her *

This was just at 3 p. M, and the Diadem and
Lively were immediately directed by signal to take
charge of the prizes ; the frigate, of the San-Ysidro,
and .the 64, of the Salvador; but which latter
the Diadem, by signal, afterwards resigned to the
Bonne-Citoyenne, in order to attend upon the dis-
abled Captain.

<At about 3 h. 15 m. p. M. the Excellent, whom we pxcel-

left standing on from her prize, the San-Ysidro, to lent
seek a fresh opponent among the flying Spaniards
ahead, came to close action with the 80-gun ship
San-Nicolas, then with her fore topmast gone, and
who, until the Excellent arrived abreast of her to-
leeward, had been in hot action with the Captain.
Passing within ten feet of the San-Nicolas’s star- -
board side, the Excellent poured in a destruc-
tive fire, and, in compliance with the signal then
flying, to fill and stand on, made sail ahead. In
luffing up to avoid captain Collingwood’s salute,
the San-Nicolas ran foul of the San-Josef, whose
mizenmast had already been shot away, and who
had received considerable other damage, by the -
well-directed fire in succession of the Captain, Cul-

* Relying upon the published accounts, we formerly stated, that
the Victory poured in a destructive fire; but not a word appears
in the Victory's log of her having fired at all at the Salvador-del-
Mundo, and many persons present in the action are still of opinion
that she did not. Yet the fact has been very differently repre-
sented. See colonel Drinkwater's Narrative, p. 17; Marshall,
vol. i. p. 26 ; and Brenton, vol. ii. p. 154.
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poop, and the spanish ensign hauling down. 1 1797.
passed with my people and lieutenant Pearson, on 5.
the larboard gangway, to the forecastle; where 1
met two or three spanish officers, prisoners to my
seamen : they delivered me their swords. A fire of
pistols, or muskets, opening from the admiral’s
stern-gallery, of the San-Josef, I directed the
soldiers to fire into her stern ; and, calling to captain
Miller, ordered him to send more men into the San-
Nicholas ; and directed my people to board the first-
rate, which was done in an instant, captain Berry
assisting me into the main chains. At this moment,
‘a spanish officer looked over the quarterdeck rail,
and said they surrendered. From this most wel-
come intelligence, it was not long before I was on
"the quarterdeck; where the spanish captain, with a
bow, presented me his sword, and said the admiral
was dying of his wounds. I asked him, on his
honour, lillgthe ship was surrendered. He declared
she was: on which I gave him my band, and desired
him to call on his officers and ship’s company, and
tell them of it ; which he did :—and, on the quarter-
deck of a spanish first-rate, extravagant as the story °
may seem, did I receive the swords of vanquished
Spaniards; which, as I received, I gave to William
Fearney, one of my bargemen; who put them, with
the greatest sang froid, under his arm. I was sur-
rounded by captain Berry, lieutenant Pearson, of
the 69th regiment, John Sykes, John Thompson,
Francis Cooke, all old Agamemnons; and several
other brave men, seamen and soldiers. Thus fell
these ships.”*
. There is, it appears, a doubt whether the San-
Josef got foul of the San-Nicolas just before, or
during, commodore Nelson’s possession of the latter :
at all events, it seems certain, that the San-Josef
fell on board by the stern, and afterwards dropped
broadside-to; in which position she was boarded
from the San-Nicolas as already described. But
* Naval Chronicle, vol. ii. p. 500,

.
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from the west-south-west; and the lee division of 1797,
seven sail of the line,* well formed, and including “Feb.
among them three three-deckers,having made a good
stretch to-windward on the starboard tack, were
approaching on the opposite or larboard one, from
ﬂ?e southward. These 11 ships, fast-closing round
the yielding, if not already surrendered four-decker,
saved her from further molestation.

It was about 3h. 52 m. when the Victory, then on
- the starboard tack, observing the approach of those
fresh ships, made the signal for the fleet to prepare
to bring to, in order to be ready to cover the prizes
and disabled british ships. At 4h. 15m. a signal
was made for the frigates to take the prizes in tow,
and at 4h. 39 m. for the ships of the fleet to form in
close line ahead in the wake of the Victory. At
about 4 h. 50 m. p. m. the Britannia, who, from her Britan-
slow sailing, had hitherto possessed no chance of™*
getting into action, happening to lie in the way of
the spanish lee division in its approach to succour
the Santisima-Trinidad, became exposed to a few
comparatively harmless broadsides; which the Bri-
tannia herself, assisted by the Orion, and one or two
other ships, returned. This was the last of the bat-
tle of Valentine’s day; and at 5 p. m., the british ad-
vanced ships having previously,in compliance with
the signal to that effect, desisted from pursuit, the
firing on both sides ceased.

The damages of the british ships, in a general
point of view, were of verK trifling amount. The
only ship dismasted was the Captain; whose  fore
topmast, as already related, had been carried away:
her hull was also- much hit. With respect to tl¥e
Colossus, when, at 1h. 30 m. p. m., the Minerve
approached to take her in tow, her assistance was
declined, and, the former having, by 3 p. m., with
creditable zeal and alacrity, got up a topsail
yard for a fore yard, and set upon it a treble-
reefed fore topsail, captain Murray felt little inclined

* Log of Southampton ; thus confirming our account,
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the Namur, two seamen killed and five wounded ; 1797.
and the Prince-George, seven seamen and one ma- ‘55~
rine killed, and seven seamen wounded. The Irre-
sistible, (on board of which ship at 5 p. M. commo-
dore Nelson shifted his broad pendant,) had one
sergeant of marines and four seamen killed, oune
lieutenant, (Andrew Thompson,) one midshipman,
(William Balfour,) one master’s mate, (Hugh M“Kin-
non,) 10 seamen, and one marine wounded. The
Excellent, her boatswain, {Peter Peffers,) eight
seamen, and two marines killed, one master’s mate,
(Edward Augustus Down,) nine seamen, and two
marines wounded. The Culloden, one lieutenant
of marines, (George A. Livingstone,)seven seamen,
and two marines killed, 39 seamen and eight marines
wounded. The Blenheim, 10 seamen and two sol-
diers killed, one lieutenant, (Edward Libby,) one
master’s mate, (Joseph Wixon, since dead,) her
boatswain, (James Peacock,) 39 seamen and seven
soldiers wounded. The Captain, one major of ma-
rines, (William Norris,) one midshipman, (James
Goodench,) 19 seamen, and three soldiers killed,
the commodore, (by a bruise,) her boatswain, (Mr.
,Carringtong one midshipman, (Thomas-Lund,) 49
seamen, and four soldiers wounded ; making a total
of 73 killed, and 227 wounded.

The latter number, however, comprised only the
badly wounded ; a great number of whom died.
In this case, contrary to what is customary, the
slightly wounded, or those deemed so at the date
of the despatches, were not allowed to be included
in the returns. One consequence of this was, that
amputations, arising from mortification and other
unexpected changes, were actually undergone b
several, who had not been returned as wounded.
In comparing, therefore, the loss in this general
action with that in any other, it will be fair to con-
sider the total of killed and wounded to have
amounted, not to 300, but, at the least, to 400 men.
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british surgeons were as able, as they were willing, 1797.
to remedy the evil. 2o
The addition of the loss alleged to have been
sustained by the Santisima-Trinidad makes a total
of 803, in killed and wounded together. Some loss
must undoubtedly have been sustained by three or
four others of admiral Cordova’s ships; and, could
the whole be computed, the amount would probably
fall little short of 1000 men. Even this loss is
barely adequate to the immense quantity of powder
and shot reported to have been expended by the
principally engaged british sllligs.
. The Captain expended 146, the Culloden, 170,
the Blenheim, 180, and the Prince George, 197,
barrels of powder. The Captain, it is further stated,
expended more shot than the quantity usually sup-
plied to a ship of her class; and, when round shot
or grape were wanted for her 32-pounder carronades,
her seamen used seven 9-pound shot as a substi-
tute: a discharge that, at a short distance, must
have caused great slaughter. :
The detached and confused state of the spanish
fleetatthe beginning of the attack,and the consequent
artial and irregular manner in which the ships came
mto action, would render unfair any statement of
comparative force drawn up in the usual manner ;
that is, by confronting the totals on each side. , We
shall simply state that, as the british line consisted
of 15, so the spanish line (if line it could ever be
called) consisted, at first, of 25, and afterwards of
27 sail, or rather of 26, one ship having, as already
stated, fled just before the commencement of the
engagement. Those, however, who wish to see the
.real force of the opponent fleets, may ascertain,
with sufficient accuracy, the guns and men of every
british ship, by referring to her class in the first
annual abstract. The force of the spanish ships of
the three classes, 112s,80s,and 74s,respectively, may
be taken, upon an average, to have been the same
as that of the captured ships; of which, as already
VOL. 1L F :
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then the separated ships would have closed, and the 1797:
enemy’s line been too compact to be attempted Tvp
with any hope. of success. But sir John Jervis, re-
lying upon the firmness of his band, and viewin,
with the eye of a practised seaman the loose an
disordered state of the foe, resolved at once to
profit by it: he rushed on and conquered. That, as
usually asserted, he broke the enemy’s line, cannot
be said; for there was no line to be broken. An
acknowledgment, which the gallant admiral himself
was more ready to make than any of his comment-
ators; for, in one of his letters relative to some
charge that had been made against a spanish rear-
admiral engaied in the fleet, sir John says, “I am
ignorant in what part of the spanish line, if it can
be called one, Moralez served.”®* Sir John, in fact,
chose the proper moment for advancing : he had a
leader who knew not what it was to flinch or hang
back; and he had all about him emulous to follow
the example set them by captain Troubridge.

On the other hand, the very front put on by the
British was enough to sink the hearts of the Spa-
niards; for it is one of the characteristics of true
valour, to daunt by its intrepidity, and to begin to
sabdue, ere it begins to combat. If the Spaniards
were in confusion at the commencement, they were
still more so during the progress, of the action. Their
ships were so huddled together, that, if a shot did not
strike one, it was almost sure to strike another; and
many of the ships were unable to fire at all, with-
out firing, as they frequently did, into their comrades.
All this disorder infused additional confidence into
the British ; and they “ rattled through” the business,
more as if it were a game of harmless sport, than
one in which the hazard thrown was for life or death.
At length the separated divisions got together, and
the spanish admiral formed his ships in line. Instantly
the Eritish admiral assembled his scattered ships,
and soon formed them in equal, if not better order,

* Clarke and M‘Arthur’s Life of Nelson, vol ii. p. 15.
F2 ,
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Hence, sir Horatio Nelson, in his official despatch, 1797.
begs to be permitted to express his admiration of don ‘3;{;"
Miguel Tyrason, and declares that the latter’s re-
sistance was such as to honour a brave officer.

The night of the 5th was chosen by rear-admiral
Nelson for a second bombardment of Cadiz. On
this occasion three bomb-vessels, the Thunder, Ter-
ror, and Strombolo, were most judiciously placed by
the master of the Ville-de-Paris, Mr. Bartholomew
Jackson ; the covering ships being the Theseus 74,
captain Ralph Willett Miller, and the frigates Terp-
sichore and Emerald, the latter, upon the very judi-
cious retirement of captain Berkeley,now commanded
by cagtainJ ohn Waller. The bombardment produced
considerable effect, both in the town and among the
shipping : so much so that, early on the following
morning, to avoid a repetition of it, ten sail of the
line, including the flag-ships of admirals Massaredo
and Gravina, warped, with much precipitation, out of
shell-range. The british and spanish gun-boats en-
" countered each other, as on the first night. The loss
sustained by the British, did not, however, exceed
three seamen killed, and one captain of marines,
(Thomas Oldfield, Theseus,) two lieutenants, (John
Collins, Victory, and John Hornsey, Seahorse, who
sreatly distinguished himself,) twomidshipmen, (John

ollier, Theseus, and John Stephenson, Audacious,)
and 11 seamen and marines wounded. The loss on
the part of the Spaniards was probably much greater,
but could not be ascertained.

On the night of the 8th rear-admiral Nelson me-
ditated a third bombardment of the town, under his
own immediate direction; but, fortunately for the
Spaniards, the wind blew so strong down the bay,
that the bomb-vessels could not be got in time to the
intended point of attack. The second bombard-
ment wasrepresented to have levelled several houses;
acircumstance to be regretted, and yet not well to be
avoided, considering that the legitimate object of the
bombardment, the shipping, lay so close to the town.
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and Jobhn Gibson, Fox,) two lieutenants of marines, 1797
(Raby Robinson, Leander, and William Basham, Eme-
rald,) 23 seamen, and 14 marines killed ; rear-admiral
Nelson, (right arm amputated,) two captains, (Tho-
mas Francis Fremantle and Thomas Boulden Thomp-
son,) one lieutenant, (John Douglas,) one midship-
man, (Robert Watts,) 85 seamen, and 15 marines
wounded; 97 seamen and marines drowned, and five
missing ; total, 141 killed and drowned, 106 wounded,
and five missing : a loss which did not fall very far
short of in the total number, and much exceeded in
officers of rank and value, that which had won the
battle of Cape St.-Vincent.

In noticing the loss of captain Richard Bowen,
the rear-admiral, in his despatch, emphatically adds,
“ than whom a more enterprising, able, and gallant
officer does not grace his majesty’s naval service.”
This eulogy from Nelson did more to ennoble the
object, than the mere act of conferring an order of
knighthood ; and yet captain Bowen had undoubtedly
merited one, long before he met his death under the
walls of Santa-Cruz.* Both earl St.-Vincent and
rear-admiral Nelson strongly importuned earl Spen-
cer, then at the head of the admiralty, on the subject
of a monument to captain Bowen’s memory. Nel-
son, in his usual energetic manner, writes earl St.-
Vincent thus : “ Why is not a monument voted in
St. Paul’s, to perpetuate the memory of the gallant
Bowen? 1 put it strongly to -earl Spencer. If you
have an opportunity, pray express my surprise, that
no mention has been made of him in either house of
parliament” But, on the plea, that the affair in
which captain Bowen had perished was a failure, this
customary tribute of a nation’s gratitude to her heroes
was withheld ; a plea, however, that, in the case
of captain James Cornwall of the Marlborough, who
fell in February, 1744, was not allowed to interfere.

Not all the efforts of the british admiral off Cadiz -
could prevent the seeds of mutiny from spreading

® See vol. i. p. 522.
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sail of the line, weighed and put to sea, directing 1797.
his course, with a fair wind, straight across to his old ‘g
station. His fleet, including the ships that joined

hifm in the course of the next two days, consisted

of the

gun-ship
( Venerable {admirnl (b.) Adam Duncan.
****** Lcaptain William George Fairfax,
vice-adm. (r.) Richard Onslow.
Monarch ........ {capta.in Fdward O'Brien,
74< il{ussel .......... ”» HenryKTrollope.
ontagu ........ » John Knight.
Bedford ........ s sir Thomgs Byard.
Powerful ........ » William O'Brien Drury.
_Triumph ........ » William Essington,
Belliqueux ...... s John Inglis.
Agincourt ...... » John Williamson.
Lancaster ...... » John Wells.
64ﬁ Ardent.......... »» Richard Rundell Burgess.
Veteran ........ » George Gregory.
Director ........ » William Bligh,
_ Monmouth ...... » James Walker.
50 Isis ............ . William Mitchell.
{Adamant ....... . » William Hotham.
gun-frig.
40 Beaulieu........ » Francis Fayerman.
28 Circe .....cv0.n . Peter Halkett.

Slp. Martin......... . » hon. Charles Paget.
Cutlers, Rose, King-George, Active, and Diligent, and
Lugger, Speculator.

Onthe same day the Powerful, Agincourt, and Isis
joined company; and on the afternoon of the 10th
the advanced ships were near enough to count 22
sail of square-rigged vessels, chiefly merchantmen,
at anchor in the Texel. Having received from cap-
tain Trollope information of the course which the
enemy’s fleet was steering, the british admiral stood
along-shore to the southward. On the 11th, at 7
A. M., the Russel, Adamant, and Beaulieu were de-
scried in the south-west, bearing at their mast-heads
the joyful signal of an enemy in sight to-leeward ;
and at 8 h. 30 m. a. w. the dutch fleet made its ap-
pearance in the quarter pointed out by the signal,
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1797. consisting of 21 ships and four brigs, named as
o« follows :

gun-ship ] . .
(Viyheid ... {Toetdm. (b e mein) De Wiater.
Jupiter.......... {:;i::gl:) (ﬁzng?_mj es.
Brutus....,..... {ﬁtﬁn{;ﬁ%rﬂg:é_
_Sta.tes-General . g::i‘gm' (w) Storey.

744

[Cerberus ........ ,»  Jacobson.
Devries- ....... . s  Zegers,
Gelykheid ...... »»  Ruysen.

< Haerlem ........ »  Wiggerts.
64 | Hercules........ »  Van Rysoort,
Leyden ........ »  Musquetier.

_ Wassenaer ...... 5,  Holland.
Alkmaar ........ ,»  Kraft.
Batavier ........ 5,  Souters.
Beschermer...... 5,  Hinxt.

50 Delft .......... 5  Verdoorn.
gun-frig.
44 Mars .....eee00 » Kolff.
40 Monnikendam.... s Lancaster.
gg { Ambuscade....... cap.-lieut. Huys.
{ Heldin .......... 5»  Dumisuilde L’Estrille.

Ship-corvettes, Minerva and Waakzanmbheid.
Brig-corveties, Ajax, Atalanta, Daphne, and Galatea.
Two advice-boats.

The dutch fleet, thus composed, had quitted the
Texel at 10 a. m. on the 8th, with a light breeze at
east by north. The report at the time was, that
it had been ordered to try to effect a junction with
the french fleet in Brest road; but, if we are to
credit the french accounts, admiral De Winter sailed
with no other object in view than to seek and en-
gage the fleet of admiral Duncan.* On the night
of the same day on which the dutch fleet, for what-

* «Ya faction dominante obligea 'amiral Dewinter 2 débarquer
ses troupes et A sortir du Texel, sans autre but que de joindre la
flotte anglaise et de lui livrer bataille ; clle espérait affermir sa
domination par le prestige de gloire dont I'environnerait un succts

naval,"—Victoires et Conquéles, tome viii, p. 371,
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line, formed thus : Beschermer, Gelykheid, Hercules, 1797
Devries, Vryheid, States-General, Wassenaer, Ba- \a’:
tavier, Brutus, Leydeu, Mars, Cerberus, Jupiter,
Haerlem, Alkmaar, and Delft, (with the nine frigates
and corvettes stationed as an inner line, for the
most part facing the intervals in the outer one,)
between the Jupiter and Haerlem, pouring into each
of those ships, m passing, a well-directed broadside,
Then, leaving the Haerlem to the Powerful, the
Monarch luffed up close alongside of the Jupiter ;
and the two latter of these ships became warmly
engaged. The rounding to of the Monarch afforded
to the Monnikendam frigate and Atalanta brig, in
the rear, the opportunity of pouring some raking
broadsides into the former; and the Atalanta, in par-
ticular, did not retire until considerably damaged
by the Monarch’s shot. The remaining ships of the
larboard division, more especially the Monmouth and Mo
Raussel, were soon in action with the dutch rear- Rusel.
ships; among the last of which to surrender was the
first that had been attacked, the Jupiter.
It was a quarter of an hour or 20 minutes
after the Monarch had broken the dutch line, that
the Venerable, frustrated in her attempt to pass Vene.
astern of the Vryheid, by the promptitude of the ™'*
States-General in closing the interval, put her helm
a-port, and ran under the stern of the latter, pouring
into the dutch ship a broadside which soon compelle
her to bear up; and the Triumph, the Venerable’s Tr- .
second astern, found immediate employment for the “***
‘Wassenaer, the second astern of the States-General.
Meanwhile the Venerable had ranged up close on the
lee side of her first intended antagonist, the Vryheid;
with whom, on the opposite side, the Ardent was ardent
also warmly engaged, and, in front, the Bedford, as Bed
the latter cut through the line astern of the Vry- o
heid’s second ahead. '
The Brutus, Leyden, and Mars, not being pressed
:son by opponents, advanced to the succour of their
miral, and did considerable damage to the Vene-
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seen making off, could not be sursued, the land 1797

being only five miles distant, an
fathoms’ water. Thus circumstanced, the British
hastened to secure their prizes, in order that, before
nightfall, they might get clear of the shore, which was
that between Camperdown and the village of Egmont.

The appearance of the british ships at the close
of the action was very unlike what it generally is,
when the French or Spaniards have been the oppo-
nent of the former. Not a single lower mast, not
even a topmast, was shot away; nor were the rig-
ging and sails of the ships in their usual tattered
state. It was at the hulls of their adversaries that
the Dutchmen had directed their shot; and this, not
until the former were so near, that no aim could
well miss. Scarcely a ship in the fleet but had se-
veral shot sticking in her sides. Many were pierced
by shot in all directions; and a few of the ships had
received some dangerous ones between wind and wa-
ter, which kept their pumps in constant employment.
The Ardent had received no fewer than 98 round
shot in her hull. The Belliqueux, Bedford, Vene-
rable, and Monarch had likewise their share. As to
the last-named ship, such was the entire state of her
masts, rigging, and sails, that, were the topsail
sheets which had been shot away hauled home,no one,
viewing her froma little distance,would have believed
that she had been in action.

‘With hulls so shattered, the loss of men could not
be otherwise thansevere. The Venerable had 13 sea-
men and two marines killed; two lieutenants, (Ed-
ward Sneyd Clay and William Henry Douglas,) one
lieutenant of marines, (George Chambers, both feet
shot off*) one midshipman, (Mr. Stewart,) two
petty-officers, 52 seamen, and four marines wounded;
the Monarch, two midshipmen (J. P. Tinlay and
Moyle Finlay) and 34 seamen killed, one lieutenant,
(James Reta{ick,) one lieutenant of marines, (James

* The committee at Lloyd’s, besides making this officer a pre=
sent of a handsome gratuity in money, settled upon him an annuity
of 404, per annum,

the fleet in nine oG
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seamen wounded ; and the Russel, one lieutenant, 1797.
(David -Johnson,) her master, (Thomas Troughton,) ‘gu
one master’s mate, (George Taylor,) her boatswain,
(John Brooks,) two pilots, (Thomas Abbot and Tho-
mas Sherrard,) and one sergeant of marines wounded:
making a total of 203 killed, and 622 wounded.*

So say the returns in the London Gazette ; but, ac-
cording to the report of  the committee appointed

to manage subscriptions raised for the relief of the
wounded, and the families or relations of those who
were killed,”} the loss in this action amounted to
228 killed, and 812 (including 16 mortally) wounded ;

1040.

The eaptured ships were all, either dismasted out-
right, or so injured in their masts that most of the
latter fell, as soon as the wind and sea, in the pas-
sage home, began to act powerfully upon them. As
to their hulls, the ships were like sieves, and only
worth bringing into port to be exhibited as trophies.
The loss on board was proportionably severe. The
dutch vice-admiral and the two rear-admirals were
all wounded, more or less; and admiral De Winter
died in London, shortly after his arrival there, not,
however, of his wound, but of a chronic disease.
Captain Holland, of the Wassenaer, was mortally
wounded early in the action; and admiral De Win-
ter’s captain, Van-Rossem, had his thigh shot off,
of which wound he afterwards died. Many other
officers suffered ; and the total of killed and wounded
in the dutch fleet, including the loss on board the
Monnikendam frigate, amounted, according to the
dutch returns, to 540 killed, and 620 wounded. }

Our next business is to show the force of the rival
fleets, in this their sanguinary engagement. The
long-gun force, as established upon british- ships in
general, has already been so often adverted to, that

* See Appendix, No. 6.

1 This noble subscription, so characteristic of british feeling on
such occasions, amounted to 526091, 10s. 10d,

3 See Appendix, No. 7,
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their first and second decks, the same nominal nature 1797.
of s as an english small-class 18-pounder 74,'G%’
as O, for instance, in the first annual abstract. On
the quarterdeck and forecastle the Vri'heid mount-
ed, when brought into port, sixteen 12-pounders;
making, in the whole, two guns short (Eerhaps dis-
abled and thrown overboard) of the number assigned
to her, as well as to the Jupiter, by the dutch admiral
himself. The Jupiter arrived with ten 12, and four
8 pounders, instead, probably, of six of the iatter, and
12 of the former, as afterwards found on board the
Washington, of the same nominal force. The Was-
senaer, Devries, and Hercules appear to have each
mounted twenty-six 32-pounders, and each of the
four remaining 64s, the same number of 24-pounders,
on the first deck, with twenty-six 18s on the second.
On the quarterdeck and forecastle, the three first-
named &1 carried, of 8-pounders, 14, making a
total of 66, and the four remaining ships, 16,
making a total of 68 guns. The four 00s mounted
56 guns each : twenty-four 18, twenty-four 12, and
eight 8 pounders; and the Mars, formerly a 60-gun
ship, mounted, on her main deck, twenty-six 32, and
on ger quarterdeck and forecastle, eighteen 18 pound-
ers, So that, although nominally a 44-gun frigate,
the Mars,inbroadside weight of metal, rather exceeded
a british 64. With these explanations, the following
will be the account of the number and nature of guns
mounted by the two fleets:

ITISH. DUTCH. .
Long»guns. No. No. | Long guna. No. No. -
32 pounders .. 196 82 pounders .. 216
214 35 eeee 226 24 35 eees 104
18 29 eeee 380 18 39 ee.eo 408
13 33 ee.. 44 12 »  se.. 168
9 2 e... 206 8 2  esee 138
6 2 eees 12
— 1064
Carronades, Carronades.
68 2 sease 2
32 99 sesss 14
24 25 acass 28
18 ,, ... 42 None apparently.
—— 86
TONQA.. 1150 TON. !;\ lm
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left at anchor. On the 14th, at 5 a. M., the Brutus 1797.
was seen, but not in the same place : the ship had g5’
weighed, and was now at anchor with Goree Gatt
open astern of her. At 6 a. m,, not considering her-
self safe with two british frigates for her opponents,
the Brutus reweighed, and ran over the flats into the
Maese. At7 a.m. the Endymion and Beaulieu, being
thus frustrated in their object, hauled their wind
and stood off. The Endymion’s casualties were con-
fined to the loss of her foretopgallant yard, and
some trifling injury to her sails and rigging.

On the 17th, the day of his arrival at the Nore,
admiral Duncan was created a baron and a viscount
of Great Britain, by the titles of baron Duncan of
Lundie, and viscount Duncan of Camperdown. At
the same time vice-admiral Onslow was created a
baronet, and captains Trollope and Fairfax were
made knights-bannerets. Gold medals were also
struck, to commemorate the victory, and presented
to the admirals and captains, to be worn in the
same manner as those given on earl Howe’s and sir
John Jervis’s victories. The thanks of both houses
of parliament were unanimously voted to the fleet;
andP the city of London presented lord Duncan with its
freedom and a sword of 200 guineas value, and
the same, with a sword of 100 guineas value, to sir
Richard Onslow.

As on all similar occasions, the first lieutenant of
every ship present in this battle received a step in
his rank. The names of those serving on board the
line-of-battle ships were, according to the best
of our researches,* as follows: William Renton,
Venerable; John Winne, Monarch ; Charles Bur-
roughs, Russel; 'Thomas Linthorne, Montagu ; John
Smith, Bedford ; Ulick Jennings, Powerful; Richard
Power, Triumph; Robert England, Belliqueux ;
William Lane, Agincourt; Christopher Watson,
Lancaster; George Morris, Ardent; Thomas Halton,
Veteran; Jobn M‘Taggart, Director ; Charles Bul-

* See p. 75.
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vyan, and Boddam, captain George Palmer, under 1797
the charge of the first-named officer, found them- Jo0
selves, on the morning of the day mentioned, in
sight of rear-admiral Sercey’s frigate-squadron,
Knowing that, ‘besides the inutility of running as
a means of escape from men of war, the very act of
doing so would expose the weakness of his force,
captain Lennox, with as much judgment as presence
of mind, hoisted the flag of rear-admiral Rainier,
blue at the mizen, and made his other ships hoist
pendants and ensigns to correspond. He even did
more. He detached two of his ships to chase and
reconnoitre the enemy. As these advanced towards
the french reconnoitring frigate, the Cybele, captain
Thréouart, the latter crowded sail to join her con-
sorts, with the signal at her mast-head, “ The enemy
is superior in force to the French.”#

On this the french admiral also made sail ; and
although, on the Forte’s carrying away her main
topmast, M. Sercey thought it extraordinary that
the British did not continue the chase, the assurance
by captain Thréouart, on his passing within hail of
the Forte, that he had clearly made out the enemy’s
force to consist of two line-of-battle ships and four
frigates, induced the admiral to continue his retreat.
In about four weeks after this well-managed ruse on
the part of captain Lennox, rear-admiral Sercey
arrived with his squadron at the Isle of France.
There, to his mortification, he learnt, that admiral
Rainier had not been near the Bali straits, and
consequently that the fears of one of his captains,
coupled with a little remissness on his own part, had
lost him at least five valuable indiamen.

On the 31st of January, as a small frigate-squa-
dron, under the orders of lord Garlies, in the Lively
32, was cruising about nine leagues north-west of
the Monsheque mountains, with the wind at east-
north-east, a strange ship hove in sight to the north-

* L'ennemi est supérieur aux forces francaises.”—Victoires et

Conqudtes, tome vili. p. 295, 2
’ I
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throwing on board flasks filled with powder and 1797,
sulthur; but the Viper’s people were too active to March.
sufter the scheme to succeed. The cutter received
40 shots in her hull, and a 4-pound shot in her
lower mast. Her rigging also was very much cut;
but she fortunately sustained no loss. The bri
was a good deal damaged, and lost one man killed, _
one mortally, and six dangerously wounded. The
Viper’s guns were 4-pounders, and her complement
was about 48 men and boys. Of the brig’s guns,
six were spanish 4, and four 6 pounders: she also
mounted eight swivels, and had a complement of
42 men. Upon the whole, this little victory on the
part of the cutter did great credit to her officers and
crew.

On the 1st of April the 18-gun ship-sloop Hazard, April
(eighteen 6-pounders and six 12 or 18 pounder
carronades, with 121 men and boys,) captain Alex-
ander Ruddach, while cruising close off the Skel-
locks on the coast of Ireland, fell in with the french
brig-privateer Hardi, of 18 long 8-pounders and
130 men and boys, and after a seven hours’ chase,
at the end of which the Hardi lost both her top-
masls, captured the privateer without resistance.
On the 2d of the preceding December the Hazard,
nnder the same commander, captured, after the
discharge of one or two broadsides, the french ship-
grivateer Musette, of 22 guns and 150 men and boys.

hortly after his capture of the second privateer,
captain lkhlddach was, very deservedly, promoted to
t-ran

On the 26th of April, at 6 . m., the british 74-gun
ship Irresistible, captain George Martin, and 36-
frigate Emerald, captain Velterers Cornewall Berke-
ley, being on a cruise off the coast of Spain, fell in
with and chased two spanish frigates, the Ninfa
and Santa-Elena of 34 guns, 12 and 6 pounders, and
320 men each, from Havana bound to Cadiz. On
discovering by what superior force they were pur-
sued, the two frigates ran for and anchored in
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treasure was in safety: they were chased, and one !79%
taken, the other destroyed, in a bay not far from the :;';ﬁf
scene of their achievement.” ¥

. The Spaniards usually sent their frigates for trea-
sure in pairs; and, at the very time that the Ninfa
and Santa-Elena were thus lost to their country,
another pair of spanish frigates were either ou their
passage out to, or on their return home from, South-
America, two such frigates having been fallen in
with, on the 20th of May, in latitude 34° 36’ south,
longitude 63° 14" west, which is a little to the north-
ward of the mouth of Rio de la Plata, by the british
12-pounder 36-gun frigate Oiseau, (late Cléopatre,)
captain Charles Brisbane.

At daylight on the day mentioned the Oiseau,
standing on the starboard tack, with the wind at
about south by west, discovered and immediately
chased a strange sail bearing south-west by west,
distant three or four leagues. At 7h. 30 m. . m.
a- second sail made her appearance astern of the
first. At 9h. 30m. a. m. the leading ship, now
seen to be a frigate, hauled up her mainsail and
took in her topgaﬁlantsails, and in another quarter
of an hour fired a gun to-leeward and hoisted spa-
nish colours. The Oiseau, who had now approached
within gun-shot, hoisted english colours and dis-
chargeﬂer broadside in return. Perceiving, how-
ever, that the other ship, a frigate, also, was com-
ing up fast, under a press of canvass, the Oiseau
made all sail from two opponents, either of which
had the appearance of being at least equal to her-
self. At2 h.45m. p. M. the headmost of the two
spanish frigates, finding that a longer chase would
separate her from her consort, shortened sail and

* Brenton, vol. iii. p. 4.

+ The name of this french frigate reminds us that we omitted,
at vol. i. p. 140, to.specify the guns she mounted when captured
by the Nymphe. We may now state that the CléopAtre was
armed the same as her class-mate No. 7, in the table at p. 78, ex-

cept in having 28 instead of 26 long 12, and eight instead of ten
long 6 pounders.
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wind to the southward, and escaped round the 1797
Penmarcks ; but the frigate, not being able to follow T3
them, at about 2h. 20 m. a. m., on the 17th, cut awa
her masts and ran on shore, and a brig, laden wit
ordnance stores, anchored close to her.

At 7 A. M. the Anson anchored with a spring on her
cable, and opened a fire upon the frigate and brig,
but at rather too great a distance to do much exe-
cution. At 9h. 30m. o. m. the Sylph gallantly ran
in and anchored between the Anson and the french
frigate, and within 150 yards of the latter. As soon
as she had got a spring upon her cable, the Sylph
:{ened upon the Calliope a well-directed fire, which

e frigate, at intervals, returned. At 11h. 30 m.
A. M. the Anson weighed and made sail, to join the
Pomone and Artois; but the brig remained, and
continoed the cannonade with such spirit and effect,
until recalled by signal at 6 p. m., that the french
crew were ultimately prevented by it from using any
means to save the ship or stores, and on the next
day the Calliope went to pieces.

X‘he fire from the french frigate had occasioned a
loss to the Sylph of five seamen and one marine
wounded ; but the Calliope’s loss by the brig’s fire,
it was impossible to ascertain. Of the convoy in
charge of the Calliope and corvettes, one transport-
ship, three brigs, and four chasse-marées were taken,
amr one timber-ship and one brig were run on shore
and burnt; the remainder effected their escape.

On the 11th of August, early in the morning, sir Aus
John Warren, cruising off' the coast of La Vendée,
with, besides the Pomone, the 38-gun frigate Jason,
captain Charles Stirling, 12-pounder 32-gun frigate .
Triton, captain John Gore, and 18-gun brig-sloop
Sylph, captain John Chambers White, discovered
a ﬁ?ench convoy of brigs and chasse-marées, under
the escort of a ship-corvette and three or four gun-
vessels, standing to sea out of the Pertuis-d’An-
tioche ; and which, to avoid the danger that threat-
ened them, ran for the river of Sable-d’Olonne.
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August ; but the following is the result, as it stands 1797.
in tﬁe London Gazette at the foot of sir John War- :’;:
ren’s letter : ¢ A ship-corvette, 22 guns and 200 men,
captured August 11, 1797, at Sable d’Olonne;.on
shore, and bilged. A brig gun-vessel, 12 guns and
70 men, sunk. Le Petit-Diable, cutter, 18 guns and
180 men, captured August 29, 1797, on the coast of
Arcasson; on shore, bilged, and fell over,” besides
a long list of merchant vessels. We cannot say, at
this moment, whether the head-money for the crews
of these three vessels of war, which would amount
to 1150/, was paid by the british government ; but
we may hereafter have to show, that an evil of in-
calculably greater magnitude arose from these, to
say the least of them, highly-coloured gazette-letters
of sir John Borlase Warren.

On the 1st of August, while the british transport
Lady-Shore, with 119 convicts on board, was on her
way to Botany Bay, a number of french emigrants
and deserters, very unwisely sent on board to guard
the prisoners, having gained over the majority of
the crew, revolted and took possession of the ship.
A spirited opFosition by the passengers and the loyal
part of the soldiers and seamen might yet have saved
the ship,had not a traitorous scoundrel,one “adjutant
Minchin,” delivered up the arms and ammunition to
the mutineers. On the 15th, when about 100 leagues
from the land,in the latitude of Cape Sta.-Maria on the
coast of Brazil, the mutineers sent away in the long
boat 29 persons, men, women, and children, the

oungest child not five weeks old ! After great suf-

ering from bad weather, the boat reached the port
of San-Pedros, and the people, among whom was the
notorious major Semple, were hospitably received.

This occurrence we should scarcely have thought
worth recording in these Kages, but for a highly
exaggerated account that has found its way into a
respectable french historical work. The article,
which is epitomized, “ Enlévement d’un vaisseau
anglais de la compagnie des Indes, par huit
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mast a few minutes before she struck, suffered greatly 1797.
in hall, masts,;and rigging, and had one man killed, mf
and five wounded. The guns of the Penguin, for-
merly the dutch brig Comet, as ordered for her
when fitted, were 14 long 9-pounders and two 18-
pounder carronades, with a complement of 124 men

and boys. The guns mounted by the Oiseau were 16
french gsand two 12 pounders, all long guns, with a
complement, on board, of 119 men and %gys:

Even had the Oiseau been alone, the capture of
her' by the Penguin would have been a creditable
affair. As it was, captain Pulling evinced a com-
mendable promptitude in following up his first ad-
vantage; and the Penguin’s officers and crew, in

neral, gave a decided proof of their judgment and

ravery in effecting the capture of two such oppo-
nents.

On the 17th of September, at 7 h. 30 m. A. M., sept.
Cape Nicholas-Mole in the island of Saint-Domingo
bearing south by west half-west, the british 18-gun
brig-sloop Pelican, lieutenant Thomas White, acting
commandle)ar, in the absence of captain John Gascoyne,
who was ill on shore, saw in the north-north-west
standing towards her on the larboard tack, with the
wind at east, a strange brig, evidently of force; and
‘which was the french privateer Trompeur, of 12long
french 6-pounders, and 78 men and goys. The Pe-
lican immediately made sail in chase. At 8 h. 456 m.

A. M. the Trompeur hoisted her colours; and the
Pelican, who had already hoisted hers, while cross-
ing the Trompeur on the contrary tack, opened her
broadside. The Pelican then wore round her oppo-
nent’s stern, and kept up a continued and well-di-
rected fire, until 9 h.20 m. a. m.; when the Trompeur,
‘hauling on board her larboard tacks, made all sail
to get away.

'%he Pefican, as soon as she had repaired her
running rigging, which had been very much cut,
crowded sail to get again alongside of her opponent.
This, at 45 minutes past noon, the Pelican accom-
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of February, an expedition, composed of four sail of 1797-
the line, two sloops and a bomb-vessel, under the “ge.
command of rear-admiral Harvey, in the Prince-of-
Wales, having on board his ship lieutenant-general
sir Ralph Abercromby, as the commanding officer
of the troops to be employed, quitted Port-Royal,
Martinique. On the 14th the rear-admiral arrived
at the port of rendezvous, the island of Carinacou ;
and -was there joined by another sail of the line,
(the Invincible,) two frigates, three sloops, and
several transports, containing the troops destined
for the attack. On the junction of this reinforcement,
the admiral’s force consisted of, the
gr-ahip adm (r.) Henry Harve

98 Prince-of-Wales {z;rmn John Harveg. y

Bellona......... »  George Wilson. )
74{Vengeance weees 5  Thomas Macnamara Russell.
Invincible... .. .. »  William Cayley.
- 64 Scipio ........ 5>  Charles Sydney Davers.

Frigates, Arethusa, and Alarm.
Sloops, Favourite, Zebra, Zephyr, Thorn, and Victorieuse.
Bomb, Terror.

On the 15th the squadron and transports again
set sail, running between the islands of Carinacou
and Grenada. On the morning of the 16th the
whole arrived off Trinidad, and steered for the gulf
of Paria ; when, at about 3 h. 30 m. p. M., just as the
british squadron had passed through the Great
Bocas channel, a spanish squadron was discovered
at anchor in Shaggaramus bay, consisting of the
following four sail of the line and one frigate:
gun-ship

80 San-Vincente {rem--adm. don Sebastian Ruiz de Apodaca.

captain don Geronimo Mendoza.

Gallardo. ... ,» don Gabriel Sorondo.
74 {An‘ogante .. ,»  don Raphael Bonasa.
San-Damaso s»  don Josef Jordan.
gun-frig.

34 Santa-Cecilia ,» don Manual Urtesabel.

The advanced hour of the day, and the apparent
strength of .Gaspargrande island, which, ‘mounting
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the year 1797, an occurrence equally within the 1797.

province of the naval annalist forces itself upon our ";‘;:

attention. Sometime in the month of October that

baneful spirit of mutiny and insubordination, which

had caused such a sensation in England, burst forth

among the few british ships of war stationed at the

Cape of Good Hope. It began in the form of a

complaint against the captain of a particular ship,

and then spread over the whole squadron. Nothing

but the most prompt measures on the part of the
vernor, lordp Macartney, and of rear-admiral
ingle and general Dundas, {)ut a stop to the vio-

lence of the mutineers. At length, the latter de-

livered up their delegates. Many of these were

executed, and others severely flogged; and, after

a while, good order and discipline again prevailed in

the squadron.
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lards”* Where can- this french writer produce a 1798.
‘corvette with a “ capitaine de vaisseau” and a crew
of 300 men? The Vésuve mounted 20 long 8-
pounders, and yet was commanded, as the writer
acknowledges, by a “ lieutenant de vaisseau.” Of
the fact, that the Confiante was a frigate, similar in
size and force to the Néréide and a great many
others, we entertain not the slightest dou%t; and, in-
deed, if our memory is not treacherous, we have seen
the Confiante designated as a frigate in the columns
of the Moniteur.

Since the failure of their attempt in December,
1796, to make a descent upon Ireland, the French had
endeavoured, by means of spies and emissaries, to
gain over the catholics to their cause. In this they
at length succeeded, and unhappy Ireland became
the theatre of open and bloody rebellion. The
object of the french directory now was, at every
risk, to aid the rebels with a few disciplined troops,
and a great quantity of arms, ammunition, and cloth-
ing. This indeed the directory had pledged them-
selves to do, but they had let the summer nearly
pass away before they made any attempt to fufil
their promise. At length two expeditions were
set on foot, and were to have sailed simultaneously,
one from Brest, the other from Rochefort.

Owing to some delay in paying the seamen and
troops of the Brest expedition, that from Rochefort
was the first to sail. It consisted of the following

ships:
gun-frig.
commodore Daniel Savary.
40 Concorde. . {captain André Papin.
36 Franchise. . ,» Jean-Louis Guillotin.
{Médée vean »»  Jean-Daniel Coudin.
28 Vénus .... ,» André Senez.

On board this squadron were 1150 troops, with
four field-pieces, under the command of general
Humbert, Eaving under him the adjutant-generals

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome viii. p. 290.
VOL. II. N
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the loyal part of the inhabitants and the troops sent 1798.
against him ; and that finally, on the 8th of Septem- vz
ber, at Ballinamuck, the french general, with 843 of
his ‘followers including officers, surrendered, at
disoretion, to a superior british force under lieu-
tenant-general Lake.

About a week after the surrender of general
Humbert and his “ armée d’Irlande,” * the french
privateer-brig Anacréon, from Dunkerque, having
on board the irish rebel Napper-Tandy, and the
french general Rey, besides some other officers and
a detachment of light artillery, together with a
quantity of arms, ammunition, and clothing, appeared
off the irish coast, near a small island :'%nicg lies to
the westward of the county of Donegal. A commu-
nication from the shore soon acquainted general Rey
with the fate of general Humbert, and the Anacréon
immediately made sail on her return. Going north-
about, the french brig fell in with and captured two
british letters of marque from the Baltic; with which
in her company, the Anacréon reentered Dunkerque.

The expedition to which we alluded, as being
appointed to sail from Brest at the same time as
that under commodore Savary from Rochefort, con-
sisted of one ship of the line, eight frigates, and an
aviso, under the orders of commodore Bompart,
the captain of the Embuscade in her action with the
Boston at the beginning of the war, and now on
board the 74-gun ship Hoche.}+ This squadron
contained about 3000 troops commanded by ge-
nerals Hardy and Ménage, a large train of artillery,
and some battering cannon, with a detachment of
men belonging to tgese two armies, under colonel
Pernetly and captain Kirgenery, also a great quan-
tity of military stores of everv description. The

#* Victoires et Conquétes, tome x. p. 390.

1 Late Pégase, but newly named after the celebrated general ;
who had died at the head-quarters at Wetzlar on the 18th of Sep-
teniber, 1797, of a disease in the chest, and was buried, with the
Highest military bonours, by the side of general Marceau, in the
retioubt of Petersberg, near Cobleéxtz. .

. N
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the frigates, of which the more advanced ones were 1798.
the Loire and Immortalité, chasing the two british ‘o,
frigates, but without effect. At 10 h. 30 m. a.m. the
Hoche and her nine companions hauled to the wind
on the larboard tack, steering about south-west by
south, the french commodore wishing to make it ap-
Eear to his watchful and persevering pursuers, that

e was bound to the Antilles. On the 19th it was
nearly calm all day. On the 20th, at 6 a. M., the 44-gun
frigate Anson, captain Philip Charles Durham, joined
company. At noon the British were inlatitude 46° 27/
north, longitude 5° 3' west, and the French nearly
hull-down in the south-west by south. On the 22d,
at noon, the british frigates again got within eight or
nine miles of the french squadron, which was at this
time steering west-north-west. On the 23d, in the
afternoon, having now little doubt of M. Bompart’s-
destination, captain Countess despatched the Sylph
to the commander in chief on the irish station.

On the 25th, in the forenoon, latitude 44° 53’ north,
longitude 8° 57’ west, a fleet, that proved to be an
english convoy of more than 100 sail, among which
were some East India ships, was descried to-lee-
ward of the french squadron, then about four miles
off in the west-south-west. Whether deceived by
the warlike appearance of the indiamen, or appre-
hensive that some of his frigates, which were then
rather scattered, would be exposed to an attack by
the british frigates in company, or whether he was
so tied up by his orders that he dared not take advan-
tage of tﬁe chance thus thrown in his way, and which,
by the by, would have been more beneficial to his
country than the safe debarkation in Ireland of 3000
Frenchmen, and even the safe return to Brest of the
squadron that bad carried them out; whatever it
was that influenced M. Bompart, he suffered the
convoy to proceed unmolested. On the 26th, in
the morning, the french ships tacked, and gave
chase to the Ethalion and her two companions, but
left off about noon. The latter immediately short-
ened sail, and again stood to the south-west after
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one of which praved to be the Amelia, and the other 1798.
a ship (either the Rabust or Magnanime) belonging ‘55
to the squadron of commodore sir John Borlase
Warren ; who, with the 74-gun ship Canada, 80-
gun ship Foudroyant, captain sir Thomas Byard,
T4-gun ship Robust, captain Edward Thernborough,
and 44-gun frigate Magnanime, captain the honour-
able Michael %e Courcy, had been despatched from
Cawsand bay since the evening of the. 23d of Septem-
ber, which was about as soon as intelligence arrived
of the escape of the french squadron from Brest. The
commadore then proceeded straight to Achil head,
and on the 10th, the high land of Donegal being
distant about 12 leagues, was joined by the 36-gun
frigates Melampus, captain Grabham Moore, and
Doris, captain lord Ranelagh; which frigates had
sailed from Lough-8willy a few days before, in con-
sequence of the intelligence brought to the north-
west coast by the Sylph brig detached by captain
Countess. Shortly after the junction of the Melam-
pus and Doris, sir John detached the latter to cruise
off Tory island and the Rosses, and the former to

ive the alarm along the irish coast. A gale of wind
rom the north-west rendering it unsafe to approach
the land without a pilet, the Melampus kept com-

any with the squadron ; which was joined the same
evening hy the ‘Amelia. 8o that,on the following
day, the 11th, when, at about 10 h. 30 m. a. M., cap-
tain Countess joined company, sir John Warren had
under his command the Canada, Robust, Foudray-
ant, Magnanime, Ethalion, Anson, Melampus, and
Amelia.

Relieved at length from the plagues that had
stuck to him so closely, commodore Bompart pro-
ceeded to fulfil his instructions, which were to Emd
the troops in the harbour of Lough-Swilly. The
first intention had been to effect the disembarkation
in the bay of Killala ; and the plan was only changed
because the delay in the departure of the expedition
rendered it probable that genmeral Humbert, for
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was to commodore sir John Warren, had befallen 1798.
commodore Bompart. The Hoche carried away her “oa.
main topmast, the latter, in its fall, bringing down
the fore and mizen topgallantmasts, and tearing the
mainsail nearly to pieces. This accident, of course,
retarded considerably the progress of the french
squadron; and at a few minutes before 8 »p. M. the
Resolue signalled that she had sprung a leak which
she could not stop. The Biche was immediately
despatched with orders to captain Bargeau, to run
his ship on the coast, and, by burning blue-lights and
sending up rockets, endeavour to draw the british
squadron after him; while the Hoche and the re-
maining frigates should bear away to the south-west,
the commodore intending to land the troops at any
practicable point of the coast in that direction. This
plan of sacrificing one ship for the safety of seven,
or, taking the value of the Hoche into the account, of
10 or 12 ships, was well devised, and might have suc-:
ceeded ; but either the Biche never reached the
Résolue with commodore Bompart’s orders, or cap-
tain Bargeau now discovered that the danger was
not so imminent as he had at first been induced to
believe. At all events, no rockets or blue-lights
were observed by the british squadron.

On the 12th, at daybreak, the french commodore,
from having, on account of a sudden fall in the wind,
run to-leeward less fast than he expected, found him-
self and his squadron nearly surrounded by the ships
of his enemies. We will endeavour to show the rela-
tive position of the two squadrons soon after 5b.
30m. a. m.; which was about the time that the light
permitted them to get a‘glimpse of each other. The
french squadron, loosely formed in two rather distant
lines, with the Hoche, who bad bent herself a new
mainsail, in the centre of the second line, was stand-
ing to the south-west, the wind, as before, from the
north-north-west, but now very moderate. Right
astern, at the distance of about four miles, were the
Robust and Magnanime ; about a point on the lee
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. Ina very few minutes after the Robust had closed 1798.
with the _{loche, the .‘Magnanime, following close o
upon her leader, opened her starboard broadside;
and the Embuscade and Coquille, particularly the
latter, very soon felt its effects. Xbout this time,
awing to the Robust checking her way to keep
alongside of the Hoche, the Magnanime put her helm
hard a-starboard, to avoid running foul of the former,
and, ing past the Robust to-leeward, became ex-
osed, along with the latter, to a raking fire from the
ire, Immortalité, and Bellone, who had bore up out
aof the line for that purpose. After a few well-directed
broadsides from the Magnanime and a few distant
shots from the Foudroyant, the three french frigates
ceased their annoyance and made sail to the south-
west ; while the Magnanime, putting her helm hard
a-port, obtained a raking position ahead of the
oche. About this time, or soon afterwards, the
latter was assailed on her stern and larboard quarter
by the Amelia; who, as well .as the Ethalion, had
been prevented from getting earlier into action, by
having to shorten sail in compliance with sir John
Warren’s signal to form the line. Not minding, or
perhaps “not seeing” this signal, the Melampus,
although far to-leeward when the action commenced,
got near enough to fire in passing, as declared by
commodore Bompart himself, a few very destructive
shot at the Hocﬂe, just as the headmost french fri-
tes were making sail to escape. The Canada, toa,
g:vi on tacking to the north-east been favoured by
a shift of wind to nearly west, was enabled to .
fire a few distant shot from her bow-guns at the
larboard quarter of the Hoche, already a mere
 wreck from the close and well-directed fire of the
Robust. Intbis state, with her standing and running
rigging all cut to pieces, her masts %eft tottering,
her hull riddled with shot, five feet water in the hold,
26 of her guns dismounted, and a great portion of her
crew killed and wounded, the Hache, at 10 h. 50 m.
A.M., struck her colours, and was taken possession






CAPTURE OF THE HOCHE AND CONSORTS. 189

ging and sails; but, by the prompt exertions of en- 1798.
seigne de vaisseau Frangois-Auguste Cotelle, and a ‘55
few others of the crew, the flames were extinguished.

The Bellone, notwithstanding, weathered upon the
Foudroyant, and would soon have got clear of her,*
but found a british frigate, the Melampus, coming
up in her wake. Hoping to shorten the chase b
bringing down some of the Bellone’s spars, the Me-
lampus, at about half past noon, yawed and fired her
broadside. A repetition of this.two or three times,
coupled with some slight injury done to her sails and
rigging by the french frigate’s stern-chasers, caused
the Melampus to drop astern. About this time, after
an hour’s chase and a brave resistance, the Coquille
hauled down her colours, and, by signal from the
Canada, was taken possession of by the Magnanime.
In the mean time the Ethalion had overtaken the
Melampus in the chase of the Bellone, and was or-
dered Ey signal to continue the pursuit of the latter;
.while the Melampus, accompanied by the Foudroyant,
Amelia, and Canada, bore up after the other french
frigates, which now appeared to be meditating a
serious attack upon the crippled Anson.
. 'The Ethalion continued in pursuit of the Bellone,
under a constant fire, during an hour and a balf, of
the stern chase-guns of the latter. The chief of the
Bellone’s shot, however, passed over the masts of
the british frigate. Nor did the latter, to captain
Jacob’s regret, yaw to fire. The Ethalion, on the
contrary, kept a steady course, and thus gradually
gained in the chases At about 2 p.m. the Ethalion
got abreast of the Bellone, but it was to-leeward,
and at a greater distance than captain Countess
wished. A smart action now ensued; yet, not until
she had sustained the Ethalion’s heavy fire for one
hour and 54 minutes, had the principal part of her
masts, rigging, and sails shot away, with five feet
water in her %nold, did the Bellone haul down the
republican ensign.

he damages of the Ethalion were comparatively

slight : she had her main topmast shot through, sprit-
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the Anson was tolerably severe : she had her fore 1798.
and main masts, fore yar«i fore topmast, and bowsprit oo
shot through in several places, besides two seamen
killed, and two petty-officers, eight seamen, and three
marines wounded. :

The loss on board the other british ships from the
fire of their opponents in this action was compara-
tively trifling. The Canada had one seaman mor-
tally wounded, by, we believe, the recoil of a gun
when firing at the Hoche and frigates just before the
french 74 surrendered. The Foudroyant had nine
seamen wounded by the fire of the Bellone and
other frigates passing near her. The Robust, in her
close conflict with the Hoche and the frigates ahead of
her, had ten seamen killed, her first lieutenant, (David
Colby,z one lieutenant of marines, (William Cottle,
mortally,) and 38 seamen and marines wounded ;
the Melampus one, and the Magnanime seven sea-
men wounded : making, with the loss of the Ethalion
and Anson already enumerated, a total of 13 killed
and 75 wounded. On board the french ships the
loss was excessively severe. The Hoche, out of
the 1237 men and boys that, according to the depo-
sitions of her officers, were on board of her, is re-
presented to have lost, in killed and wounded
together, 270. The Embuscade, out of a crew,
including soldiers, of 486 men and boys, lost 16
killed and 26 wounded; and the Coquille, out
of her 507 sailors and soldiers, 18 killed and 31
wounded. The loss on board the six remaining
french frigates cannot with accuracy be stated. The
Résolue appears to have had five, and the Romaine
three men wounded; and the Loire, chiefly by the
fire of the Anson, five seamen and soldiers killed,
and 10 seamen and 14 soldiers wounded : making,
with the loss of the Bellone already stated, the
serious total of 462 in killed and wounded.

Having done with the action between the two
squadrons, before we attend to the scattered remains
of that of M, Bompart, we will briefly advert to the
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the forecastle she had six ports, in four of which 179.
(two being chase-ports) were four more 8-pounders, ow.
making just 74 guns. But the Hoche also mounted

four brass 36-pounder carronades on her poop,
total 78 guns. Of sir John Warren’s account of the
force of the Hoche, the French, however, must not
complain, until they have made some correction in

the following account of the force of the Ethalion:
“Cette frégate, ’'une des plus forte de, la marine
anglaise, portait’ cinquante bouches a feu, savoir:
vingt-huit canons de (18, (so far right,) douze de 12,

et dix caronades de 42.” #

There is not an action recorded in these pages,
which has given us more trouble to comprehend inits
details, than the one we have now nearly disposed
of. The official letter contains no particulars, and
the entries in the different ships’ logs are con-
fused, and, in some instances, contradictory. One
fact, however, appears certain, that the action com-
menced when the Hoche and frigates were, as stated .
in sir John Warren’s letter, < on the starboard tack.”
Yet the following appears in the work of a contem-
porary : “In which (the admiral’s letter) we are told,
that the enemy bore down and formed a line on the
starboard tack, &c.; but this is certainly incorrect.
. By a sketch from the hand of one of the best witnesses
now living, (Nov. 1822) Plate XXIII. has been
formed; by which it appearsthat,although the énemy’s
squadron was considerably to-windward of the flag-
ship, it was very little so of the Robust, Magnanime,
and Amelia, who, on the morning of the 12th of
October, discovered the enemy as given in the
figure, on the larboard tack. The Robust and fri-
gates brought the Hoche and others to action on the
larboard side and to-windward of them ; and the ac-
tion was nearly over before the Canada and Foudroy-
ant, from being so far to-leeward, could render any
assistance.” %n answer to this, there is, besides the

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome x. p. 411.
1 Ekins's Naval Battles, p. 251.
VOL. 11, o
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while busy in stopping a shot-hole outside, was 1798.
swept away by the wreck of the main topmast and o
drowned, three killed, and 13 wounded, tbree of
the latter dangerously. The loss sustained by the
Loire, out of a complement, including soldiers, of 624
men, is of course left to conjecture ; but, from the
excellent position maintained so long by the Mer-
maid, the crowded state of the Loire’s decks, and
her finally abandoning the field to an adversary of
little more than half her size and strength, (the Mer-
maid’s guns were 32 twelves and sixes and eight 24-
pounder carronades, the Loire’s the same as No. 5
1n the table at p. 131 of vol. i., with two additional 36-
pounder carronades,) the amount of both killed and
wounded must have been considerable. Indeed it
was represented that, towards the close of the action,
the Loire’s people were seen from the Mermaid to
throw the kille(r overboard in great numbers.

" Those who are of opinion that, in a statement of
comparative force, the french troops ought to be in-
cluded, can add them, their number having already.
been stated; but, when the equivocal aid to be
derived from their musketry, (see what slight effect
it produced. on the Mermaid’s crew,) is contrasted
with the certain disadvantage accruing from the
room which they and their baggage occupys, it is con-
sidered the fairer mode to contine the estimate to
that number of men, the regular complement, which
was originally fixed for and put onm board the
ghip, as well to manage her sails, as to fight her
guns, great and small. It is a fact, too, worth no-
ticing, that the increased slaughter, which invariably
attends increased numbers stowed in a small com-
pass, has often a very discouraging effect upon the
survivors of the crew. The panic may linger a .
while among the landmen and passengers, but its
proverbially infectious nature wilrsoon set it spread-
ing. Where ships get foul, and boarding attempts
are made, then it is that increased numbers carry
their weight; and a case of that sort may merit to be
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with the Loire; and at about 10 h. 30 m. A. M. the 1798
cannonading commenced between the two shifss. Oct.
At 11 h. 45m. a. M., while the Loire and Anson lay
mutually disabled, the latter with her head in a line
with the former’s stern, the Kangaroo bore down,
and received a shot from the Loire, accompanied by
several volleys of musketry. To this the brig
immediately replied by a broadside. Shortly after-
wards the Loire’s mizenmast came down, and with
it her colours. These the french ship, having six
feet water in the hold, and being reduced to an
utterly defenceless state by the Mermaid and An-
sor’s shot, did not attempt to rehoist. As soon,
therefore, as she was hailed for that ‘purpose, the
Loire surrendered, and was taken possession of by
a boat from the Kangaroo.

Out of her complement of 327 men and boys,
the Anson had one quartermaster and one seaman
Lilled, her first lieutenant of marines, .(William
Abell,) two midshipmen, (William Robilliard and
Francis R. Payler,) eight seamen, and two marines
wounded ; total, two killed and 13 wounded. The
Kangaroo, whose complement was 120 men and
boys, escaped without any loss. The Loire’s loss,
according to the french account, amounted to 46
men killed and 71 wounded. Her total number of
sailors and soldiers, at the commencement of the
action, issstated in captain Durham’s letter at 664;
but her officers, when examined in the prize-court,
deposed to 624. A great part of the difference is
Erobably to be accounted for by the Loire’s loss in

er two previous actions. If so, as only five men
are admitted to have been killed on board the Loire
in her first action, a great many more must have
been killed in her action with the Mermaid.

The Anson and Loire, in point of relative force,
had they each met ina perfgct state, would have
been similarly matched to the Indefatigable and
Virginie.#* Whatever chance of success, therefore,

* See vol. i, p. 465.
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out to pieces. The Fisgard, in consequence, dropped 1798.
astern; and the Immortalité, profiting by the occa- oa
sion, crowded sail to escape. At 1h.30m. p. M.,
by the active exertions of her crew, the Fisgard was
again alongside her opponent ; and a cannonade now
commenced, more furious than the first. At the
end of half an hour the Fisgard had received some
shots so low in the hull, as to have six feet water in
the hold. Still her resolute crew persevered; and
at 3 p. M., after nearly an hour and a halfs close en-
gagement, the Immortalité, then nearly in a sinking
state from the Fisgard’s shot, and having her mizen-
mast gone close to the deck, and her fore and main
masts, and all her other spars, as well as rigging and
sails, much cut; and having, besides, lost her cap-
tain and first lieutenant, hauled down her colours.

. The Fisgard had her masts, rigging, and sails a
good deal 1njured, and was struck so low in the hull
b‘y) some of the Immortalité’s 24-pound shot, as to
oblige her to keep one pump constantly going. Her
loss, out of a crew of 281 men and boys, and who,
the more to their credit, were quite a young ship’s
company, amounted to 10 seamen killed, one lieu-
tenant of marines, (Mark A. Gerrard,) 23 seamen,
and two marines wounded. The Immortalité, out of
a crew, including soldier-passengers, of 580, (in
which number both captain Martin and the french
officers agree,) lost, including her brave commander
and first lieutenant, also a general of the army,
/Monge,) and seven other naval and military officers,
54 officers, seamen, and soldiers killed, and 61
. wounded.

The Fisgard mounted 46 guns, the same as those of
he Révolutionnaire, described at vol. i. p. 459. The
{mmortalité, as a french frigate, was of a class by
wierself. Itis probable that she was intended, while
suilding, to carry 26 long 18-pounders; but the
immortalité was afterwards constructed with one
yort less of aside, and fitted with 24 long french
4-pounders, making, with 14 long 8-pounders and
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1798. four brass 36-pounder carronades on her quarterdeck

‘o and forecastle, a total of 42 guns. In comparing
the force of these ships, we shall, for the reason
given at a former page, not reckon the troops that
were on board the french frigate.

COMPARATIVE FORCE OF THE COMBATANTS.
FISGARD. | IMMORTALITE.

.‘ No. 23 2N
Broadside-guns ...... lbs. 425 : 450
Crew ......cvvvvennnn No. W4 330
Size. ........... e tons 1182 1010

Here we come again, after a long interval, to a
well-matched pair of combatants; an action ably
contested on both sides, doing credit to the van-
quished, as well as to the victor. No obtrusive
vessel became a spectator of, much less a partici-

ator in, the long and arduous struigle. Consider-
g the numerous cruisers, british in particular,
that -are usually roaming about the chops of the
Channel, a fair single combat, from first to last, is
rare, and therefore deserves to be prized.

This is the proper place to notice a paragraph that
appeared in the Moniteur of the 27th of November,
1798: “ Lorsque le capitaine Legrand a aban-
domié la frégate anglaise, aprés l’avoir mise hors
d’état de le poursuivre, il était chassé par trois vais-
seaux, tous a sa vue”” Thereis always a ready
way of confuting assertions like these. Had any
british ship of war, much less “three ships of the
line,” hove in sight during the chase or at the cap-
ture of the Immortalité, she would have been enti-
tled to a share of the prize-money : whereas it
stands recorded, that no other ship than the Fisgard
received, or claimed to receive, a doit of it. More-
over, as placing the matter beyond all doubt, the
french ofticers, in the customary certificate to enable
the captors to get their head-money, made not the
slightest allusion to any other ship than the Fisgard.

The whole of the seven prizes, after the most
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ahead of the 74, got within two or three miles of the 1798.:

former. As the only means of averting the conse- "o
uences likely to result from this retardation of
e squadron, commodore Savary made the signal
for his frigates to separate. On this the Concorde
hauled close to the wind (still at south-west) on the
larboard tack, the Médée and Franchise kept, as be-
fore, about four points free on the same tack, and
the Vénus put directly before it. For the Concorde
the Melpoméne immediately hauled up, and the
Terrible pursued the two frigates in the north-west by
west; upon whom the 74 gained so much,that at 4 p. M.
she was only two miles astern of them. At7 p. M.
the Terrible and Melpoméne lost sight of each
other. On the 30th, at daybreak, the 74 found
herself still only two miles distant from one of the
frigates in the north-west, and soon afterwards
d several gun-carriages, also two horses,
which had been thrown overboard by the french
frigate. It is doubtful whether or not this would
have saved her, if at b p.m. a violent and unex-
pected squall of wind from the south-east had not
carried away the Terrible’s fore and main topsail-
yards, and the topgallant ones also. There was now
no alternative ; ang the Terrible, accordingly, left off
chase and bhauled her wind to the southward and
westward. M. Savary was afterwards so fortunate
as to reassemble all four of his frigates, and with
them to reenter Rochefort on the 22d day of his

departure from it.

bis was the last of four expeditions, which the
French sent from their ports to assist the malecon-
tents of Ireland. The first, or that of December,
1796, was scattered and discomfited by the weather.
The -second, under the same commodore Savary
whose fortunate escape we have just done detailing,
succeeded, in August of the present year, in dis-
embarking a body of men, but it was only for the
survivors of them to yield up their arms in Septem-
ber. The third ended in the capture of the Hoche
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ﬁltlti: et & votre amour pour la vraie gloire.” This 1798.
attering letter was signed by « Lareveillere-Lé- ‘o,
peux, Mgerlin, et Barras.”®

In the mean time the most active preparations
were making at Toulon, Marseille, Civita-Vecchia,
Genoa, and Bastia; particularly at the first-named
port, where an immense fleet of men-of-war and
transports was §etting ready, and whither troops
were marching from all quarters of the republic.
Buonaparte was to have quitted Paris on the night
of the 21st of April; but the last despatches from

neral Bernadotte, the republican ambassador at
the court of Vienna, having excited in the french
government some dread of a rupture with Austria,
the conqueror of Italy was detained, to try the effect
of .his influence with the comte de Cobentzel, the
emperor’s ambassador at Paris. By this, or some
other means, the matter was made up; and on the
3d of May Buonaparte quitted Paris, and on the 8th
arrived at Toulon.

The expedition, now that it was complete, con-
sisted of 13 sail of the line, eight frigates, two vene-
tian 64s, and six frigates, armed en flite, two brigs,
with cutters, avisos, and gun-boats, in all 72 vessels
of war; exclusive, when those from the outports
joined, of 400 sail of transports. Of this immense
fleet the crews alone were computed at 10000 men ;
besides which there was a body of troops amounting
to about 36000 men. The commander in chief of
this formidable armament was Buonaparte, baving
under him, as his generals of division, Kléber,
Desaix, Regnier, Bon, Duqua, Menou, Vaubois,
Dumuy, and Dumas, besides 11 generals of bri-

de. The fleet was commanded by vice-admiral

rueys, having under him rear-admirals Villeneuve,
Blanquet, and Decrés, and, for his captain of the
fleet, commodore Ganteaume. The admiral had his
flag on board the 120-gun ship Orient, as the ci-
devant Sans-Culotte was now, in reference to the

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome ix. p: 4.
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from home, to strengthen the force under rear-admiral 1798.
Nelson. The exchange between the two squadrons 3375
bad been so.admirably conducted, that the Spaniards,
the next morning, were not aware that it had taken
Elnce; nor, of course, that the british admiral off the port

ad either detached, or been joined by, any ships.

Since his departure from earl St.-Vincent’s fleet,
captain Troubridge had been joined by the Auda-
cious 74 and Leander 50 ; making the force under
rear-admiral Nelson, now consisting of the

( H
rear-adm. (b.) sir Horatio Nelson, K.B
[Vanguard........ captain Edwa)rd Berry,
Orion ............ 5»  8ir James Saumarez,
Culloden .......... »» Thomas Troubridge,
Bellerophon........ »»  Henry D’Esterre Darby,
Minotaur ........ »» Thomas Louis,
: Defence .......... ,, John Peyton,
74 Alexander ........ > Alexander John Ball,
Zealous .......... , Samuel Hood,
Audacious ........ » Davidge Gould, -
Goliath. ........... »»  Thomas Foley,
Majestic .......... ,  George Blagden Westcott,
Swiftsure .. ........ ,» Benjamin Hallowell,
[ Theseus .......... 5> Ralph Willett Miller,
50 Leander .......... » Thomas Boulden Thompson,

amount to thirteen 74-%mn ships, and one 50, with,
instead of four or five frigates, one brig-sloop only ;
and yet the service intrusted to the rear-admiral, as
we siall presently see, was one, the very success of
which might depend on the facility of reconnoitring,
and gaining intelligence of, the enemy’s movements.
Nelson’s instructions from his commander in chief
were dated on the 21st of May. In these he was
ordered  to proceed in quest of the armament pre-
paring by the enemy at Toulon and Genoa; the
object whereof appears to be either an attack upon
Naples or Sicily, the conve‘ya.nce of an army to some
part of the coast of Spain for the purpose of march-
ing towards Portugal, or to pass through the Straits,
with a view of proceeding to Ireland.” In some
additional instructions of the same date, the rear-
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1798. was greeted with three cheers by the whole brifish
"'[.’.'," fleet.

' This is the period we have selected, for showing
the positions of the van-ships of the two fleets, as
well as the courses by which those of the british flest
steered into their places. :

»
Qal. ; _.-/
@K :

Coug.

:;{ ~ & “‘-.“.\.. :. .!_\

. Aed. P, 3

The Orion followed next; and, after firing in
passing at the Guerrier, rounded the stern or star-
board quarter of the Zealous, and ran along the same
side of the latter and of the Goliath successively.
The Audacious and Theseus, in the mean while, 3
taking rather a shorter course than the Orion, arriv
at their stations before her. The first, steering for
the opening between the Guerrier and Conqué-
rant, dropped her small bower and brought wup
within about 70 yards of the latter ship’s bows;
into which the Audacious poured a well-directed
discharge from her larboard guns. The Aadacious,
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bear, to ‘fall even a topgallantmast of the ship that1798.
was so annoying her. 'Eﬁe safe position of the Zea- aug.
lous was partly the cause of this; and another
cause . existed in the unprepared state of the french
ships on the supposed unassailable side, even admit-
ting that, by the use of her springs, the Guerrier
could have brought her larboard guns to bear. After
Souring several more unrequited broadsides into his
dismasted antagonist, captain Hood hailed again and
again to know 1if the Guerrier would surrender. No
answer being returned, the work of slaughterwent on,
the canister and musketry from the Zealous driving
the Frenchmen from the upper part of their ship ; but
the Guerrier continued to fire her stern-chasers oc-
casionally at the Goliath and Audacious, who were
assailing her in that direction. At a few minutes past
9 r. M,, tired of killing men in this way, captain Hood
sent his first lieutenant on board the french ship, to
ask leave to hoist a light and haul it down, as a signal
of submission. This was done, and the Guerrier
became the prize of the Zealous. -

-The Guerrier’s bowsprit and the whole of her
head were shot away, and the two anchors on her
bows each cut in two. Both bows, particularly the
larboard one, werc much shattered ; and, from the
latter to the gangway, her maindeck ports were
nearly in one, and her gunwale in that part totall
cut away. This had caused two of her maindec
beams to fall upon her guns ; and most of the masts,
having fallen in-board, lay, along with the rigging,
over the dead and wounded of the crew. Yet the
Guerrier’s cable remained uncut, and still held her
fast. - Her loss, in killed and wounded together, was
estimated at more than half her complement, or at
from 350 to 400 men; whereas the loss on board the
- Zealous amounted to no more than seven men
wounded, and the ship was quite as perfect in her
masts, and nearly so in her rigging, as when, three
hours before, she had commenced the engagement.

-The Conquérant, besides receiving a portion of
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alone upwards of 40 round shot had passed; and 798
yet no other loss was sustained by her, than one a.
man, who had been slightly wounded by the Guerrier,
killed, and one wounded. Wohile the Zealous was
endeavouring to get about in time to cut off the
rearmost frigate, the former’s signal of recall was
made ; and the french ships stretching on, effected
their escape. For his gallantry upon this occasion,
captain H[::)d received the warm acknowledgments
of the commander in chief. _
Of the 13 french ships of the line, one had pe-
rished in the flames, eight had surrendered, and two
had escaped; and of the remaining two, one, the
Timoléon, was on shore with her cofﬁurs flying, the:
other, the Tonnant, having had her secomd cable cut
by the fire of the Alexander, lay about two miles
from the Timoléon, a mere wreck, but also with her
colours up, which were flying on the stump of her
mainmast. Things remained in this state until the
morning of the following day, the 3d; when the
Theseus and Leander approached, and stationed
themselves near the Tonnant. All further resistance
being utterly hopeless, the latter hauled down her
ensign; and, onreplacing it with a flag of truce,
was taken possession of by a boat from the Theseus. -
The principal part of the crew of the Timoléon had,
during the preceding night, escaped on shore. The
remainder, at about noon on the 3d, set fire to their
ship ; which, exploding soon afterwards, made the
eleventh line-of-battle ship lost to the French by, in
their nomenclature, the battle of Aboukir, “le combat
d’Aboukir,” but, as the conquerors have named it,
the battle of the Nile.
 The damages sustained by the british ships were
chiefly confined to their masts and rigging. The Belle-
rophon was the only ship entirely dismasted, and
the Majestic the only one, besides her, that had lost
any lower mast. The Defence had lost her fore top-
mast, and the Alexander her mizen topmast, and her
fore and main topgallantmasts; and on the 3d, at
6 P. u., the latter’s main topmast, from the wounds it
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1798.  Of the damages sustained by the captured french
“mg. ships, more details, scanty as they are, have already
been given, than are contained in an{) published ac-
count, They maynow be summed up by stating, that
the Guerrier, Conquérant, Spartiate, Aquilon, and
Tonnant, were entirely dismasted, and, in the pre-
sent state of their hulls, (the two first especially,)
not seaworthy ; and that the Peuple-Souverain re-
tained but her mizenmast, and the Franklin, her
foremast, with their hulls in not much better plight
than those of their captive companions. As to the
Mercure and Heureux, their principal damages were
not from shot, but from runuing on shore. These

table shows at one view each ship’s tonnage, complement, loss,
and, to the best of our power in so difficult a research, first
lieutenant present in the action.

‘ . Loss.

i _Ships. \ Tons. Boys. First Lieutenants,
| “
" Goliath........ 1604 584 George Jardine. |
: Zealous.,...... 1627 584 - William Henry Webley, ‘1
ji Orion .......e 1646 : 584 James Barker. :i
 Audacious .... 1624 | 584 ‘ Thomas White. 3
i Theseus ...... 1680 | 584 s Richard Hawkins, ‘
! Vanguard...... 1609 589 hon. Thomas Bladen Capel.
;1 Minotaur . ..... 178 634 Charles Marsh Schomberg.
: Defence ... 1603 584 © Richard Jones.
' Bellerophon.... 1613 ‘ 584 Robert Cathcart; & n. surviving.

Majestic ..... 1642 i 684 Robert Cuthbert.

Swifture ...... 1621 584 John Lev. Waters,

Alexander ... 1621 i 584 | ‘ John Yule.

Leander ...... } 1052 | 338 : William Richardson.

Toran ...... (7401
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ships still lay with topgallant yards across, and, to all 1798
appearance, were as perfect as when the action g,
commenced.

It was owing, probably, to the severe wound
which rear-admiral Nelson had received at the on-
set of the battle, (a splinter struck him a little above
his right or darkened eye, causing a piece of flesh
to hang over the: lid, which was afterwards replaced
and sewed up,) that no account was taken of the loss
sustained by the different captured ships. This is

erhaps the only general action,- besides that of

alentine’s day, n which so important an omission
is to be complained of in the official despatch. The
London newspapers, although they sometimes clear
up points of this nature, afforded, in the present
instance, but little information, merely stating that,
according to one account, the loss amounted to 2000,
and, according to another, to 5000 men. The latter
number, being within 225 of a sweeping balance, of
‘ taken, drowned, burnt, and missing,” at the foot
of a laose statement of the complements of 19 french
ships, including the 13 engaged, subjoined to the
official letter, may be traced lo that as its probable
source, The origin of the former number is uncer-
tain ; but 2000 appears no unreasonable amount for
the killed and wounded on board nine ships, eight
of which were so dreadfully shattered as those in
question.

Wi ithin the first hour of the action the french
commander in chief, vice-admiral Brueys, while
standing on the Orient’s poop, received two wounds,
one in the face, and the other in the hand. Towards
8 p. M., as he was descending to the quarterdeck, a
shot cut him almost in two. This brave officer then
desired not to be carried below, but to be left to
die upon deck, exclaiming, in a firm voice, *“ Un
amiral frangais doit mourir sur son banc de quart.”
He survived only a quarter of an hour. Commodore
Casa-Bianca fell, badly wounded, soon after the
admiral had breathed his last. What other loss the
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been in the bay and the only chart in the fleet being 1798
a roughly sketched one which the Swiftsure hag raog
recently taken out of a prize, were nearly equivalent
to the advantage of doubling the van of the line.
Moreover, had the six french rear-ships, the moment
they saw the manceuvre that was about to be prac-
tised on their friends in the van, got under way and
stood out, they would have found full employment
for the five or six british ships that had not yet got
into action : they would, undoubtedly, have captured
the Culloden, and prevented the Alexander and
Swiftsure from entering the bay. Had those six
french ships weighed at any time {mfore 7 p. M., they
might, with the wind as it then was, have made a
good stretch out of the bay, and, by tacking when the
wind, as it soon afterwards did, shifted to north,
might have stood for the van of their line with their
yards nearly square.

Undoubtedly the sad accident which befell the
three-decker gave a decided turn to the action; but
it should be recollected that the Orient, before she
exploded, had, according to the french accounts,
sustained a very serious loss in officers and men;
that five french ships had already struck; and that
two others, the Franklin and Tonnant, were nearly
in a defenceless state. It has been stated, we are
aware, that the Orient herself hauled down her
colours before she blew up;* but no such occurrence
happened. The Orient’s flag at the main was, by
several of the british ships, seen in its place when
the masts were thrown into the air; and, until that
flag was struck, there could have been no surrender.
Moreover the men fired from the ship’s lowerdeck
battery, until they were driven from their quarters
by the flames, and until some time after the Swiftsure

#* Clarke and M‘Arthur’s Life of Nelson, p. 81 ; and, at p. 93,
is the following paragraph: ¢ He (sir Horatio) also informed Mr.
Wyndham, that 1I'Orient certainly struck her colours, and had not
fired a shot for a quarter of an hour before she took fire.”
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in wliose work appears the following piece of extra- 1798.
ordinary information: ‘ Lord Nelson remarked, at 7::
a subsequent period, that he had committed one

t error; namely, by not baving directed the
ships to heave close to their anchors, and then to
have cuf (the cables) instead of weighing them; as
in stowing their anchors, the navigation being so in-
tricate and shallow, two of his ships grounded.” #
This, to be sure, is contained in a ““ note,” but that
note actually forms a part of the text: indeed, the
work is almost wholly made up of “ Nores,” “ Re-
MARxs,” and “ OpservaTions.” Had the attack upon
Copenbagen hy lord Nelson in the year 1801 been
one of the naval battles noticed by the writer,
it is probable he would have found where it was
that the rear-admiral had to complain, that two of
his ships grounded, for the want oF the precaution of
cutting, instead of weighing, their anchors.

A french writer, because he is displeased with a
highly exaggerated comparison between the force
of the Bellerophon and that of the Orient, contained
in ¢ Clarke and M‘Arthur’s Life of Nelson,” begins
his refutation of the nonsense in this very liberal
manner : “ Les Anglais, celui peut-étre de tous les
peuples de PEurope qui altére le plus la vérité dans
ses gulletins, affirmérent &c.” + It is very unfair, in
any case, to consider individual opinion as the sen-
timents of a nation; but, with respect to the work,
in which the angry Frenchman has discovered the

roofs of this national propensity to lying, (for that
18 what his charge amounts to,) we can assure him
that, in this country, where its merits are of course
best known, “ Clarke and M¢‘Arthur’s Life of Nel-
son” is not of the slightest authority. The same
french writer, who is so severe in his strictures upon
the English, admits that captain Standelet of the
Artémise, in setting fire to his frigate after having
hauled down his co?ours to the Theseus, acted “ an

* Ekins, p.243.
4+ Victoires et Conquétes, tome ix. p.94,
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Heureux, and on the 18th the Mercure and Guerrier, 1798.

being all, particularly the last, in too bad a state to 7.‘,":
be refitted, were burnt, as thef' lay, the first two
und on the beach, and the last at anchor in the
road, of Aboukir bay, the scene of their discom-
fiture, On the 19th rear-admiral Nelson, in the
Vanguard, accompanied by the Culloden and Alex-
ander, sailed for Naples; leaving captain Hood,
with the Zealous, Goliath, Swiftsure, Seahorse,
(who had joined on the 17th,) Emerald, Alcmeéne,
and Bonne-Citoyenne, to cruise off the port of

Alexandria.

The news of the loss of his fleet reached Buona-
5arte on the 14th of August, when on his way from
alahieh to Cairo, in a despatch from rear-admiral
Ganteaume, delivered by an aide-de-camp of general
Kléber’'s. While reading the despatch, ll)iuona\parte
did not betray in his countenance the least trait of
the extraordinary sensations which the account
must necessarily have caused in his mind. He
called the messenger to him, and demanded, in a
loud voice, to hear the details. As soon as they
were related, Buonaparte said to the aide-de-camp
with the utmost sang-froid : “ We have no longer a
fleet : well, we must either remain in this country,
or quit it as great as the Ancients.”* The power
which this extraordinary man possessed of disguis-
ing his feelings was as remarkable, as the facility
with which he could turn a disastrous event to his
advantage. Great ashe wasin some matters, Buona-
parte could also be mean, where, by being mean,
an object was to be attained. Wis{ing, for some
inexplicable ‘reason, to inculpate the brave admiral
who was second in command at Aboukir, Buona-
rte, on the 24th of August, issued a general order,
1n which were these words: ¢ The Franklin struck
her flag without being dismasted or having sustained

# “Nous n'avons plus de flotte : eh bien, il faut rester en ces
contrées, ou en sortir grands comme les Anciens.”"—Vicioires ¢f

Conquetes, tome ix. p. 73.
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All three of these ships were built at Toulon ; owing !7%5;
to which, on account of the superior durability sepe
of the Adriatic oak,* their value became greatly
enhanced. The Tonnant was launched in 1791-2,

the Franklin, in the spring of 1797, and the Spartiate,

as recently as the commencement of the year in
which she was captured. The following are the
principal dimensions of the three ships :

Length of | Breadth | Depth of

lower deck.] extreme. hold. Tons.

ft. in.| ft. in. | ft. in.
Tonpant .............. 194 2] 51 23 3 |2281
Franklin .............. 193 10| 51 3 2257
Spaertiate .............. 182 71| 49 21 7 11949

The two 80s were of about the same dimensions
as the Sans-Pareil, taken by lord Howe; but the
Franklin, in point of materials, workmanship, and
znaliﬁcations, was considered to be the finest two-

ecked ship in the world. In order to show what
an immensely powerful ship a french 80 is, we here
couple, with the force of the Franklin, that of a
british three-decker of the 98-gun class:

[Weight of each
of Frank-
British 98. French 80. lin’s guns.
No. Pdrs. | No. Pdrs. |Cwt. qrs. Ibs.
First or lower deck. . |28 long 32 |30 long36iron | 73 2 18
. .. 2 ,, 36brass
Second deck ...... 30 , 18 [32 ,, 24iron |51 0 14
» .. .. 2 ,, 24brass
Third deck ........ so ,, 12
Quarterdeck ...... $ , 12 |12 , 12iron |33 1 16
”» .. .. 2 ,, 12brass
Forecastle ........ 2 , 12 6 , 1%iron
Poop ............ 6 carrs.18 | 6carrs.36 brass
104 92
. No. 52 ...... 46
Broadside-guns § 1101 | 1287

The Franklin had the ports for, and subsequently
mounted, four more guns on her quarterdeck.

* A very intelligent writer, when remarking on the properties
and qualities of timber, says : “ The oaks of the southern parts of
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from the memorable and decisive action, in which a 1798.
detachment of my fleet, under the command of h'o“{ZJ
rear-admiral lord Nelson, attacked, and almost to-
tally destroyed, a superior force of the enemy,
strengthened by every advantage of situation. By
this great and brilliant victory, an enterprise, of
which the injustice, perfidy, and extravagance had
fixed the attention of the world, and which was
peculiarly directed against some of the most valu-
able interests of the british empire, has, in the first
instance, been turned to the confusion of its au-
thors: and the blow, thus given to the power and
influence of France, has afforded an opening which,
if improved by suitable exertions on the part of
tﬁther powers, may lead to the general deliverance of

uro ”’

This was followed by a pension of 2000/ per
annum, upon the rear-admiral and his two next
heirs male, from the parliament of England, and of
1000.. from that of l‘l)'eland; also by a unanimous
vote of thanks from both those parliaments. Gold
medals were presented to lord Nelson and his cap-
taing ; and the first lieutenants of all the ships
engaged were promoted to commanders. The word
¢ engaged” striking lord Nelson as likely to lead to
a piece of injustice towards the first lieutenant of the
Culloden, the rear-admiral, in a letter to earl St.-Vin-
cent, expresses himself on the subject thus: “ I sin-
cerely hope this is not intended to exclude the first
lieatenant of the Culloden; for heavenw’s sake, for
my sake, if it be so, get it altered.” The word was,
however, retained, if only to prevent any unengaged
ship, under different circumstances, from making a
precedent of the case; but lord Spencer directed
earl St.-Vincent to promote the Culloden’s lieute-
nant : which, we believe, was forthwith done; but we
cannot speak with certainty, not having been able
to procure the officer’s name.

trictly speaking, too, only the captains that had
been “ engaged” were to bave medals; but the king
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raltar with the Nile prizes, sir James Saumarez fell 1798.
in with the following portuguese squadron, under the
marquess de Niza:

P adm. th de Ni

: e . rear-adm. the marquess de Niza,
Principe-Réal ...... { captain Puysigur.

‘4{ Rainha-de-Portugal .... ,, Stone.

" | San-Sebastian ........ ,»  Mitchell.
Alphonso-Albuquerque.. ,, Campbell.

34 Lion, (english) ...... ,, Manley Dixon.
Firesh. Incendiary, (ditto) . » George Barker.
Brig. Falcao, (portuguese) ,, Duncan.

This squadron, since the early part of July, had
seen detached by earl St.-Vincent from off Cadiz,
18 a reinforcement to rear-admiral Nelson, but, for-
mmately for the fame of the latter amd his com-
panions in arms, was unable to effect its junction in
ime to participate in the Nile victory.

Being detained off the island of Malta by light airs
wd calms, sir James was waited upon by a depu-
ation of the principal inhabitants, to solicit for a
sjapply of arms and ammunition. The Maltese, at
‘he same time, informed the british commodore, that
the french garrison at Valetta were driven to great
listress, ang that there was good reason for believ-
ng that the appearance of the english squadron
would induce the French to surrender, if they were
lormally summoned. Accordingly, having obtained
the concurrence of the marquess de Niza,sir James
Saumarez, on the 25th of September, sent in a flag gy,
of truce, with a proposal couched in the usual terms.
Afler three hours’ deliberation, the french general,
Vaubois, returned the following answer: ¢ Vous
avez, sans doute, oublié que des Francais sont dans
la place. Le sort des habitans ne vous regarde
point. Quant a votre sommation, les soldats francais
ne sont point habitués a ce style.”

The nature of the service, upon which he had been
ordered, left sir James no alternative but to take
advantage of the breeze which had just sprung up,
and proceed on to his destination. Previously,

VOL. II. T






CAPTURE OF GOZA.—FRENCH SUCCRSSES IN ITALY. 276

the marquess de Niza; and, on the 28th, the com- 1798.
mundant of the french troops, 217 in number, in the ‘55
castle of Goza, the neighbouring island to Malta,
signed a capitulation, which captain Ball had pre-
viously negotiated, and lord Nelson now approved.
Captain Creswell, of the Alexander’s marines, im.
mediately took possession of the castle, and the
british colours were hoisted upon the walls. On the
following day, the 29th, the place was delivered up
in form to the deputies of the island ; and the sicilian
king’s colours were substituted for the british, and his
majesty acknowledged as the lawful sovereign. The
island of Goza contained about 16000 inhabitants.
In the castle were found 24 pieces of ordnance, con-
sisting of four 6, two 12, and eighteen 18 pounders,
all good ; also 50 barrels of powder, shot in abun-
dance, and 3200 sacks of corn, an article of great
value in the then distressed state of the inhabitants.

Although it comports as little with our taste, as
with our talents, to follow the french armies in their
overthrow of states and countries, we must dip a
little iuto the military occurrences of the latter part
of ge resent year, in order to render the more
inteélligible some details of coast operations, neces-
sary to be given before we take our finul leave of
the Mediterranean sea.

Encouraged by the success of lord Nelson at the
battle of the Nile, the two weak monarchs, Charles-
Emanuel of Sardinia, and Ferdinand IV. of Naples,
began bestirring themselves to chase away republic-
anism from the vicinity of their respective kingdoms.
The first hostile movement on the part of Charles-
Emanuel was the signal for the French to enter
Turin. This they did on the 9th of December, and
in three days made themselves masters of the whole
of Piedmont. In a day or two afterwards the de-
throned king, by the permission of the french general
Jonbert, retired with his family from his late pied-
montaise dominions, and on the 20th of December
arrived at Florence on his v;ay to Sardinia,

T
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vellas, corvettes, and brigs, under the orders of 1798
Cadir-Bey, appeared off the island of Cerigo. The
turkish division had on board about 8000 troops,
but the russian division very few. By the 10th of
.October the combined Turzs and Russians had
possessed themselves, with very little difficulty, the
garrisons being weak and the principal inhabitants
in their favour, of all the islands except Corfu. The
number of killed, wounded, and prisoners of the
French; at these islands and on the main land, was
computed at 1500.

The time occupied by the enemy’s fleet in reducing
the other islands had enabled general Chabot to
inake the best dispositions in his power for defending
Corfu. His garrison amounted to only 1500 infantry,
and about artillerymen. The naval force in the

rt consisted of the 74-gun ship Généreux, captain
ﬂ Joille, the 50-gun ship Leander, (but notin a state
to be very useful,) 28-gun frigate Brune, captain
Gabriel Denieport, a bomb-vessel, a brig, and four
armed galleys. On the 20th the whole of the com-
bined fleet came to an anchor in the Channel of
Corfu, and in the course of a few days disembarked
their troops. These commenced erecting batteries,
and, when at length they were completed, began a
cannonade upon the fortifications around the city.
The tardy manner in which the besiegers proceeded
in their operations, coupled with the skilful manner
in which the french general conducted his defence,
left the island still unsubdued at the close of the
year. In the mean while the Généreux bhad sailed
for Ancona, and the three ex-veuetian 64s, Stengel,
La Harpe, and Beyrard, accomlpanied by some trans-
ports, had arrived off the small island of Faro, with
a reinforcement of 3000 men from Ancona, intended

‘for Corfu; but, finding how affairs in that island
were likely to terminate, the commodore of the
squadron steered in another direction.
_ The french naval force in Alexandria, off which
,  port captain Samuel Hood, with the three 74-gunships
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of the Goliath, despatched the boats of that ship, 1798.

under the orders of lieutenant William Debusk, to
attack a french armed ketch, which was moored
under the guns of the castle of Aboukir. The beats
were soon alongside, and a spirited scuffle ensued.
Lieutenant Debusk, for some time, fought hand to
hand with the french commanding officer. At length,
after an obstinate resistance of 15 minutes, the french
national armed ketch Torride, mounting three long
18-pounders and four swivels, with a complement of
70 men, surrendered. Her commander, lieutenant
de vaisseau Martin Bedar, and 10 of lns men were
badly wounded. The loss on the part of the British
amounted to two wounded, mcfl)ndmcr lieutenant
Debusk. The Torride may serve for a specimen of
the description of gun-boat attached to the french
fleet at the battle of the Nile. Ten or 12 such
vessels, in a calm, would give very serious annoyance
to a line-of-battle ship.

On the 2d of September, while captain Hood
with his squadron was cruising off Alexandria, a
cutter made her appearance, standing towards the
land. The Swiftsure and Emerald fired several
shot at her, but the cutter persisted in not bringing
to, and at length ran aground a little to the westward
of the tower of Marabou. The boats were instantly
despatched to bring her off; but, in the mean time,
the crew of the cutter had made good their landing,
and the cutter herself was shortly afterwards beaten
to pieces by the high surf. The shore at this time pre-
sented, as far as the eye could reach, nothing but Lar—
ren, uncultivated sands: very shortly, however, several
Arabswere seenadvancing,some onhorseback,others
on foot. The French, who had quitted the cutter, now
perceived their mistake; but, for the fate of nearly
the whole of them, the discovery came too late.
The British in the boats pulled lustily towards the
shore in the hope of saving their unfortunate enemy,
but, on account ofthe breakerq could not effect a
landmg in safety. A mldslupman of the Emerald,

Aug.

Sept.
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Arab immediately renewed the priming, and, again 1798.
presenting his carbine at the general, shot the aide- ‘g5’
de-camp, who was kneeling a short distauce in the
general’s rear: the murderer then, with a pistol,
fired at the latter, who instantly fell. The courier
endeavoured to escape, but was pursued and killed.
The Arab, who got possession of his despatches,
instantly rode away with them, but, as was afterwards
understood, restored them to the French for a sum
of money. On the appearance of a troop of french
horse from. Alexandria, the Arabs retired to the
desert with their surviving prisoners. :
In the early part of October captain Hallowell was o,
detached to Iy{Eodes, to look after an expected rein-
forcement of turkish ships. On the 14th the Swift-
sure reanchored off Alexandria. During her absence,
the portuguese squadron, already named, under the
marquess de Niza, had joined captain Hood, bat, ex-
cept the Lion 64, captain Dixon, which remained,
had since sailed to cooperate with captain Ball in
the blockade of Malta. On the 19th two turkish
corvettes joined the british squadron off Alexandria,
and on the 20th two russian frigates, and 16 turkish
vessels, chiefly gun-boats. - On the next day, or the
day after, captain Hallowell was detached, with these
gun-boats, to the bay of Aboukir, for the pur-
pose of making anattack upon the castle of that name,
as well as upon the entrenched camp of the French
a little to the southward of it, near lake Maadie.
On the 25th the Swiftsure’s launch, pinnace, and

awl, in company with the turkish gun-boats, on
{;oard of each of which were six british seamen, com-
menced an attack upon the castle ; and inthe evening
they returned to the ship with one wounded Turk. On
the next morning, the 25th, finding that his turkish
allies were very careful of their persons and would
not, in consequence, approach near enough to the
enemy to produce any effect, captain Hallowell sent
15 of the Swiftsure’s men on board each boat.
Thus reinforced, the gun-boats continued daily, until
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had with him only the Zealous and Swiftsure 74s,and 1798,
one or two frigates. We will now see what naval
warfare the year has produced between Great Bri-
tain and Spain.

Between the fleet of earl St.-Vincent without,
and the fleet of don Joseph Massaredo within, the
harbour of Cadiz, those privileged spies, flags of
truce, were frequently passing; and the two ad-
mirals, and indeed the two nations, behaved to each
other with all that courtesy which distinguishes
polished from barbarian belligerents. As it was not
an inferiority of force, it must have been either an
excess of good breeding, or a deficiency of enter-
prise, that prevented the spanish fleet from attempt-
mg to sail out, while the british fleet cruised off
the port. On the 12th of April, however, when a April
strong off-shore gale presented a favourable oppor-
tunity, the Monarca 74 and two frigates, w1t§ a
small merchant convoy in charge, allowed themselves
to be driven before it, and got fairly to sea.

On the 24th of May the arrival from England of a May.
reinforcement of eight sail of the line, commanded by
rear-admiral sir Roger Curtis in the Prince 98,
allowed the in-shore squadron of the same numerical
force, under the orders of captain Troubridge, to
pass into the Mediterranean, as has already been
stated. The judicious manner in which the exchange
of the two squadrons was effected, so as to deceive
the Spaniards, has also been related.* The continued
inactive state of the Cadiz fleet leaves us now at
liberty to attend to a small expedition, which earl
St.-Vincent, in the latter end of October, detached

inst the island of Minorca.

On the 7th of November commodore John Tho- Nov.
mas Duckworth appeared off Minorca with his
own ship, the Leviathan 74, captain Henry Digby,
Centaur 74, captain Thomas Markham, 44-gun-ships
Argo, captain James Bowen, and Dolphin, captain
Josiah Nisbet, 28-gun frigate Aurora,captain Thomas

* See p. 220.
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R;)rts, proceeded, by way of a diversion, off Port- 1798.
ahon. On arriving off the harbour of Fournella, the ‘N5,
commodore found that the garrison had abandoned

the forts: he then, after directing the Centaur and
Leviathan to cruise off Fournella and Addaya, to
Erevent succours from being thrown in, shifted his
broad-pendant to the Argo, and, with the able as-
sistance of captain Bowen, landed the supplies for

the army. )

After driving off the enemy at Addaya, the troops
proceeded on their march to Mercada{ ; which they
entered without resistance, the Spaniards having
retired to Ciudadella, and thenoe to !I)Vlahon., On the
9th a detachment of 300 men, under colonel Paget,
marched to Mahon, and compelled Fort-Charles
to surrender; whereby the colonel was enabled to
remove the boom across the entrance of the harbour,
and afford a free passage from without to the Aurora
and Cormorant. The transports that had been in
company with these ships, as well as those left in
Addaya creek, had in the mean time been re-
moved to Fournella, as a more safe and commodious
harbour.

Late on the evening of the 11th commodore
Duckworth, who had shifted his broad-pendant back
to the Leviathan, and then lay at anchor in Four-
nella, received information that four ships, “ sup-

sed to be of the line,” were seen between the
18lands of Minorca and Majorca. The commodore
instantly put to sea with the Leviathan, Centaur,
and Argo, and the men-of-war transports, Calcutta,
-Coromandel, and Ulysses, (each ship with a fifth of
her crew on shore,) and steered towards Ciudadella.
At daybreak on the 13th, Ciudadella bearing east
by south distant eight or nine miles, five ships were
seen from the mast-head, standing for that port.
Chase was instantly given; whereupon the strange .
squadron, which counsisted of the spanish 40-gun
frigates Flora and Proserpine, and 34-gun frigates
Santa-Cazilda and Pomona, along with their prize,
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laden with cotton, gum, and drugs, a ship of 200 1798.
tons, in ballast, a xebec of 60 tons, laden with horn, Eoa
and four small tartans. '

The conduct of the british seamen and marines,
that had been detached from their ships to serve on
shore, was on this, as we have shown it to have been
on many other occasions, of the most exemplary
description; so much so, as to call forth from general
Stuart the following written testimonial, addressed
to lieutenant William Buchanan, second of the Le-
viathan, under whose orders the men had been
placed: “1I have the honour to return you and the
gentlemen employed on shore under your command,
my sincere thanks for your activity, zeal, and assist-
ance, in forwarding the light-artillery of the army;
neither can too much praise be given to the seamen,
for their friendly and cheerful exertions under ver
hard labour, exertions which were accompanied wit
a propriety of behaviour which I greatly attribute
to your management, and which will ever merit my
acknowledgments.”

For his services on this occasion, general Stuart
was made a knight of the bath; but commodore Duck-
worth, who, according to a letter from earl St.-Vin-
cent toearl Spencer, expected to be created abaronet,
received no mark of royal favour. Without waiting to
discuss the merits of the commodore’s claims, we shall
merely stale, that he found a false friend in him whom
he requested to urge them. Let earl St.-Vincent
be juﬁged by his own words : ‘¢ Commodore Duck-
worth will, I am sure, represent me as lukewarm to
the profession if I do not at least state his ex-
pectations, which, I understand from captain Digby,
are, to be created a baronet. It is certainly very
upusual for a person, detached as he was, under a
plan and instruction from his commander in chief,
from which the circumstances attending the enter-

rise did not require the smallest deviation, to be
5istinguished in the manner he looks for. Very
different was the case of general Stuart, who re-
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1798. ceived his instructions from the secretary of state for
Nev. the war department, and was himself a commander

Jan.

in chief** Had captain Brenton, whom no one
can accuse of being “ lukewarm” in earl St.-Vio-
cent’s cause, instead of publishing this letter, thrown
it into the fire, he would have escaped the charge so
expressively conveyed in the poet’s deprecation,
“ §ave me from my friends ! ”

So much had the Camperdown defeat damped the
energies and crippled the resources of the Dutch,
that no fleet which they could assemble dared to
show itself outside of the Texel. Nor, even, were
every one of the 16 ships that had met admiral
Duncan restored to her station in the batavian line,
would the aggregate force have been able to con-
tend against the united fleets, which now cruised
between Holland and England. The command of
the british North-sea fleet still remained with ad-
miral lord Duncan; who had under his orders 16
sail of the line, (four 74s and twelve 64s,) besides
more than double that number of 50-gun ships, fri-

ates, and sloops. The russian vice-admiral Mac-

Earoﬁ' cruised also on the same station, with 10 sail
of the line, of which number seven were 74-gun
ships.

LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS.

On the 3d of January, at 6 a. ., the british armed
sloop or tender George, of six guns (3 or 4 pound-
ers) and 40 men, commanded by lieutenant Michael
Mackey, being on her passage from Demerara to
Martinique, discovered on her lee bow, and at once
bore down upon, two sail, which proved to be spa-
nish privateers; one, a cutter, of 12 guns and 109
men, the other a schooner, of six guns and 68 men.
An action immmediately commenced between the
George, who was on the starboard, and the two pri-
vateers, who were on the larboard tack. At the
expiration of 40 minutes, the two latter evinced an

* Drenton, vol ii. p. 348,
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The Seahorse, out of a complement, including 1798.
some seamen belonging to the Culloden, of 292 5%
men and boys, had one seaman and one drummer
killed, her first lieutenant, (David Wilmot, slightly,)
18 seamen, one corporal, and one private of marines
wounded. According to the british official account,
the Bensible, out of a crew, including a few passen-
gers, of 300, had 18 men killed, her first and second
oaptains, and 30 men wounded ; but, according to
the french accounts, the Sensible’s loss amounted to
25 killed, and 65 wounded. .

The fact, that the Seahorse mounted 46 guns,
oonsisting of long 18 and 9 pounders, and (14 it
appears) 32-pounder carronades, and the Seusible,

. guns, consisting of long 12 and 6 pounders, and
(four,we believe) brass 36-pounder carronades, ren-
ders it tolerably certain that, even had the french
frigate been quite free to act on the offensive, the
superiority of her opponent’s force would have led
to a defeat. The Sensible’s heavy loss, too, proves
that she did not surrender, until she had felt the
effects of that superiority; and yet the french mi-
nister of marine thus publicly notices the capture
of the Sensible: “ It is time that the navy should
know, that it is not enough to justify the lvoss of a
ship, that it surrenders only to, superior force; it is
necessary that a long, an obstinate, and a terrible
resistance should alleviate the sorrow of a defeat,
and soften the regret of the republic. The execu-
tive directory will not suffer themselves to be se-
duced by any consideration repugnant to this de-
termination, which 1 now communicate to you. It
will give its confidence only to officers, who shall
deserve it by their talents and courage.” 'We think
we could point out some instances of french ca
tures, to which this spirited denunciation more suit-
ably applies than to the case of the Seahorse and
Sensible.

A better feeling, however, appears afterwards
to have prevailed. General Baraguay-d'Hilliers
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confided to the freighters. If, during the existence 1798.
of any such contract, or hiring, peace should be 3%’
concluded between the belligerent powers, and the
freighters should not have covered their advance,
the vessels in use shall continue at their disposal for
any commercial expedition. Any dispute that may
arise to be referred to arbitration.” The egyptian
expedition had seemingly restored all the hired
ships to the owners, the french republic.

rl St.-Vincent, when the Seahorse joined the
fleet with her prize, manned the Sensible with six
sailors from each ship, and had her completely
equipped for sea in 12 hours. The admiral, also,
made a commander of lieutenant Wilmot, and ap-
pointed him to the Alliance frigate-flite. Among
‘the effects found on board the Sensible at her cap-
tare, was a brass cannon formerly taken from tEe
Turks, and which Louis XIV. had presented to the

ights of Malta; also a gilt silver model of a
fnl ey. After her arrival at Spithead in the fol-
owing February, the Sensible, on account probably
of her age and weakness, was not fitted out as a
cruising frigate: as a troop-ship, however, she be-
came useful for some years.

When rear-admiral Sercey arrived at the Isle of
France in June, 1796,* and during his subsequent stay
there, the 36-gun frigate Preneuse and ship-corvette
Brtle-Gueule were absent on a cruise in the Mosam-
bique channel. Hence it was only on his return to
Port-Louis from Batavia in February, 1797, that he
was joined by those two ships. With his force thus
augmented to seven frigates and a large corvette,
the rear-admiral sailed from the Isle of France in
the latter end of the summer, having on board the
troops, in number, including the artillery, very few
short of 1000, that had accompaiied the two agents
from France; and which troops the french squadron
was now carrying to Batavia, ostensibly to succour

* See vol.i. p. 507.
VOL. 1I. X
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, laden with silk, indigo, spices, and other 1798.
P::gious merchandise, to _tbg;x esgmated value of 35
four millions of piastres, had arrived at Port-Louis
from Manilla. For 60000 piastres, the colonjal

vernment agreed to convoy these galleons to
spain; and, with the two heavy-sailing hulks in com-
pany, the Vertu and Régénérée proceeded on their

VOWC.

e will now relate an exploit performed in the
quarter whence these two richly-laden ships had
recently arrived ; an exploit ip some deFree con-
nected with the proceedings of rear-admiral Sercey’s
squadron, inasmuch as it owed its success to a simu-
lation of two of his ships. On the 5th of January the
british 38-gun frigate Sibylle, captain Edward Cooke,
snd 13-pounder 32-gun frigate Fox, captain Pulteney
Maleolm, sailed from the road of Macao, for the
sprpose of reconnoitring the spanish force in the
B:riﬂppines, and, in particular, to endeavour to pos-
sess themselves of two richly-laden ships supposed
tq be nearly ready to sail from Manilla, the capital
of the island of Luconia. On the 11th the two
frigates made the island, and on the 12th, while
coasting down it with french colours flying, captured
a small vessel from the port off which they were
bound. After taking out of her 3900 dollars, and
asgertaining from her master, that, of the spanish
squadron, reported by him to consist of four sail of
the line and four frigates, in Cavita, the port be-
longing to the city of Manilla, one ship ouly of each
class was in a state to put to sea, captain Cooke
allowed the vessel to proceed on her voyage. It
being intended to pass for two frigates of M. Sercey’s
squadron, the Sibylle, we presume, for the Seine,
and the Fox for the Prudente or Régénérée, the two
captains began taking measures to disguise their

ships.
8n the 13th, at about 8 r. M., every thing being
ready, the Sibylle and Fox entered the bay of Ma-

pilla, and, passing the small island of Corrigidore,
: x2
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brought the two english frigates to the Philippines, 1796.
were then lying in the Cavita, The former was 57
supposed to be aground ; and the latter was repre-
sented to have relanded her treasure on the appear-
dnoe, some days back, of a suspicious vessel, ascer-
tdined to have been the 44-gun ship Resistance, cap-
tain Edward Pakenbham.

At 4 ». m. captain ‘Malcolm gave the spanish
officers a good dinner; and their men were at the
same time regaled below with fresh China beef and
grog in abundance. The discovery, that the two

rigates were enemies, had now extended itself all
round the bay. The kind usage to the prisoners
while on board, and the circumstance of now per-
mitting them to go on shore in the captured guard-
boat, barge, ang two feluccas, without parole or
restriction of any sort, could not fail to impress, as
well upon the prisoners themselves, who were in
ntutmber 200, as upon the natives in general of these
temote islands, very favourable ideas of the british
character. The particular season of the year, in
which this successful ruse was practised, being that
wherein the Spaniards, from the prevalence of the
niorisoons, considered themselves in comparative
security, a few additional ships and men might have
captured the town and vessels of war, and destroyed
thé arsenal. As it was, the Sibylle and Fox bad
tiade a good morning’s work : they had taken seven
boats, agout 200 men, three great guns, 12 swivels,
27 muskets, 32 cutlasses;’ 18 half-pikes, 13 pistols,
163 round shot, 137 grape shot, and 100 shells, with,
of course, a proportion of powder and of musket-
cartridges; all without the slightest casualty.

On the same evening the two british frigates,
accompanied by the three prize gun-boats, in charge
of the three lieutenants, Thomas Fortescue Kenuedy,
Cbarles Elphinstone, and George Rutherford, an-
chored off the island of Corrigidore; and on the next
imbrning, the 15th, they quitted the bay, and, the
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the tide, then running at the rate of three knots to the 1798.
westward, drove the Fox off the bank on which she ‘77”
had anchored.

At noon, a fresh breeze springing up from the
westward, the Sibylle and Fox, accompanied by the
two gun-boats, made all sail towards the fort. At
about 2 h. b m. p. um. the Sibylle fired an 18-pounder
at the western battery to try the distance, and in five
minutes more, being abreast of the fort of Sam-
boangon, - brought to and commenced the action.
Shortly afterwards the Fox began firing at the west-
ern battery; and, at 3 p. M., being abreast of, and
about half a mile distant from it, and about three
quarters of a mile from the fort, dropped her anchor
astern, but rather inside, of her consort. The Fox'
and the western battery, which mounted 12 or 14
guns, were soon as hotly engaged as the fort itself
and the Sibylle. The fire from the battery abreast
of the Fox being both heavy and well-directed,
while the shot from the latter seemed to produce
little or no effect, captain Malcolm, at 3h. 20 m. p. .,
accompanied by the first lieutenant of the Fox, in
conformity to directions Ereviously received from
captain Cooke, proceeded, in three of the Fox’s
boats, (and which were soon followed by three from
the Sibylle,) to endeavour to effect a landing to the
westward of the battery.

As the boats approached, a shot from the battery
struck and went tErough the Fox’s cutter, killing two
seamen, and wounding a master’s mate, (Mr. Davis,)
two seamen, and one marine. Fortunately the cut-
ter, when she swamped, was in shoal water and
close to a sand-bank; upon which captain Malcolm
and the remainder of the crew presently landed.
Here the captain found, as well the surviving men
of the cutter, as the crew of the launch, that had

rounded on the same bank, and intended pushing

or the shore; but, deep water being foung inside
the bauk, and a strong party of men observed posted
on the beach, the attempt was abandoned, and the






PRENEUSE AND TWO INDIAMEN. 815

tree boats from each frigate were sent to bring 1798,
away the last load. At 9 a. m. sote of the men 3a
belohginig to the Sibylle’s hoats (those of the Fox
had coule on board) were perceived running to the
beach and inaking signals. Instantly all the boats,
manned and armed, of both frigates, led by their
réspective captains, pulled towards the shore. Here
two seamen were found killed by the natives, one
mofttally wounded,and nine missing, supposed to have
been carried into the woods. The remainder of the

rty, including lieutenant Majeur, who commanded
it, were fortunately rescned. Every effort to recover
the men having failed, captain Cooke ordered the
village of the natives to be set on fire and their corn
cat down, and then weighed and set sail for Mindanao.
On arriving here, captain Cooke was promised by the
stiltan that he would use his influence to recover, if
they were alive, the missing men. The sultan even-
taally fulfilled his promise, and the men were re-
stored, but not in time for the Fox and Sibylle to
bring them away, captain Cooke being obliged to
hasten on to Canton, to be ready to convoy the
homeward-bound trade.

On the 8th of March Tippoo-Saib’s two ambas- March.
sadors, with about 150 colonial volunteers, (here was
a reinforcement for a sultan who could bring into the
field 70000 horse and foot!) sailed in the Preneuse
for Mangalore. On the 20th of April, having two April.

" days before received intelligence that two indiamen
were at Tellichery, taking in a cargo of pepper, cap-
tain L’Hermite looked into the port, but, finding only
one ship there, doubted the accuracy of his informa-
tion, and cruised off the coast for a day or two under
énglishi colours.

A periague, which the Preneuse captured on the
morning of the 21st, having assured the french cap-
tain that the ship in sight, however formidable in ap-
pearance, was nothing butan indiaman, the Preneuse,
disguised still as an english frigate, stood for the
road of Tellichery. Inhis way thither captain L’Her-
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Before we quit the eastern hemisphere to accom- 1798.
pany the french frigates Vertu ans Régénérée on 3
their voyage to Europe, we will give some account
of a very melancholy ship-loss, with which the Straits
of Banca were this year visited. On the evening of
the 23d of July the Resistance, whom we mentioned
as making her appearance off Manilla, anchored in
the Straits, to await the approach of a malay sloop,
which captain Pakenham had detained, on a suspicion
that she was dutch property, and which he was now
about to restore tothe malay captain. On the 24th,
at 1. m., the sloop joined, and dropped anchor under
the stern of the ship. It appears from the narrative
of a seaman of the Resistance named Thomas Scott,
one of the few survivors of the awful catastrophe
which ensued, that, as he was sleeping on the lar-
board side of the quarterdeck, he was suddenly
.awakened by a fierce blaze that seized his clothes
and hair, and which was succeeded, in an instant, by
a tremendous explosion, from the shock of which, as
he afterwards conjectured, he became utterly sense-
less for several minutes. From the appearance of
daylight about an hour after he had been blown up,
Scott supposed the accident to have happened at -
about four o’clock in the morning. The whole num-
ber of survivors, including Scott, appears to have
been 13, of whom the highest in rank was a quarter-
master. The number that had perished amounted
to about 314 officers, seamen, and marines, three
english women married on board, one malay woman
of Amboyna, and 14 spanish prisoners taken in a
prize ; total 332 souls.

The subseciuent sufferings of Scott and his com-
panvions, as related by himself, were very great. On
recovering a little from the stupor into which the
shock h:g thrown him, he found himself half-suffo-
cated with water, floating and struggling for his
existence, in company with several other persons.
He made shift, as did 12 of those near him, to reach
the hammock-netting of the ship on the starboard
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ship ynder Factory island we take to have been the 1788.
Régénérée, and dvle “frigate, with yards and top- m
masts down,” described in the Pearl’s log as one
of those at anchor between the islands, her consort
the Vertu. At 5h. 30 m. p.wm. the latter, having
hoisted her colours, opened a heavy fire upon the
Pearl; who, at 6 p. M., while running, as she was
compelled to do, between the two frigates, fired at
bath, and then hauled up in three fathoms through
the eastern passage. At 7 p.m.the Pearl ceased
firing, but found herself chased by the Régénérée ;
who continued the pursuit all that night, and until
the next evening at dark, when she disappeared. On
the afternoon of the next day, the 27th, the Pearl
anchored in St.-George’s bay, Sierra-Leone. The
fire to which she had been exposed, in running past
the french frigates, had shot away her foretopgallant
yard, and several lower shrouds and other rigging,
cut through her fore yard, hulled her in several
places, some between wind and water, dismounted
two of her carronades, and mortally wounded one
man.

‘We must leave these two french frigates and their
sluggish convoy at the Isles of Loss, while we attend
to another frigate of rear-admiral Sercey’s squadron.
On the 24th of April the 40-gun frigate Seine, still
commanded by lieutenant Julien-Gabriel Bigot, with
about 280 refractory troops on board, set sail from
Port-Louis, for the same destination as the Vertuand
Régénérée. On the 29th of June, at 7 a. M., the Pen- jupe.
marcks in sight to-leeward, the british 38-gun frigate
Jason, captain Charles Stirling, 12-pounder 36-gun fri-
gate Pique, captain David Milne, and 12-pounder 32-
gunfrigate Mermaid,captainJames Newman Newman,
cruising in company, descried and chased a french
frigate in the south-south-west, or windward quarter.
The Mermaid immediately stood to the northward,
to cut off the stranger from the land. The latter,
however, which was the Seine, after a fortunate pas-
sage of three months, just about to enter, as her
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pounders clear of the latter. On receiving a few 1798.
shot from the guns of both opponents thus brought Jo.
to bear, and seeing the Mermaid fast approaching,
the Seine struck her colours.

The Pique, besides having lost her fore topmast,
was exceedingly shattered in her masts, rigging, and
sails, and had unfortunately lain near emough to
receive some of the Seine’s shots as they passed over
the Jason; but, until towards the close of the combat,
as already mentioned, the former could not return a
shot without firing into or through her companion.
Every attempt to get the Pique afloat was exerted
in vain, and she bilged. The Jason was more suc-
cessful, being heaved off into deep water by the
Mermaid ; who, notwithstanding every effort to get
up, did not arrive in time to participate in the action.

e Jason lost her second lieutenant, (Anthony
Richard Robotier,) one corporal of marines, and five
seamen killed, her commander, two midshipmen,
(Frederick Bedford and Samuel Luscombe,) and
nine seamen wounded. The Pique had one seaman
killed, and one missing, her boatswain, boatswain’s
mate, one seaman, and three marines wounded;
total, in the two ships, nine (including the one
missing) killed, and 18 wounded. The loss on
board the Seine, out of a complement, including
soldiers, of 610 men, is represented to have been as
many as 170 killed, (including, we believe, several
that were drowned,) and about 100 wounded.

The Pique, a very inferior antagonist to the Seine,
bore the brunt of the action; but the Jason, no
doubt, contributed her powerful aid in bringing it
to a consummation. The Mermaid, on the other
hand, was unable to take any share in the engage-
ment. The heavy loss sustained by the french ship -
places lieutenant Bigot’s defence in a highly credit-
able light; and it must be admitted, that the troops
on board the Seine, with their women, children,
and baggage, were rather an encumbrance than a
benefit.

VOL. 1L Y
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Being resolved to attempt the capture or destruc- 1798.
tion of the corvette, and yet finding it impracticable, "{,‘.’;"
owing to the narrow entrance to the harbour and the
commanding situation of the forts, to follow her with
the frigate, captain Middleton intrusted the service
to the Flora’s boats under the orders of first lieu-

- tenant William Russel, assisted by lientenant Wil-
liam Hepenstall, lieutenant John Parry of the
marines, Mr. Morton, master’s mate, Mr. Tancock,
the gunner, and messieurs Petley and Hawkins,
midshipmen.

On the same evening the boats quitted the Flora ;
and, in the face of a severe fire from the forts, the
Mondovi herself, and several vessels in the harbour,
the British gallantly boarded and cut out the cor-
vette, with no greater loss on their part than one
private marine killed, the lieutenant of marines,
master’s mate, gunner, and five seamen wounded.
The loss sustained by the Mondovi amounted to one
seaman killed, four seamen drowned, from having
jumped overboard as supposed, and eight seamen
and soldiers dangerously wounded.

On the 26th of July, at 10h. 30 m. A. M., the July
~ british 28-gun frigate Brilliant, captain Henry Black-
wood, standing close into the bay of Santa-Cruz,
with-the wind a fresh breeze at east by north, in
order to discover if a strange sail, which she had
chased on the preceding evening, had arrived there,
saw two frencE frigates lying at an anchor. The
latter, which were the Vertu and Régénérée, still
on their way to France,* immediately slipped their
cables and gave chase. The Brilliant stood off
under all sail, cutting away her anchors and boats
to facilitate her escape; but, in the mean time, got
ready for action. At half East noon, finding her
pursuers were gaining upon her, she cut down the
stern to make room for two 9-pounders as chasers,
and got two 6-pounders aft on the quarterdeck for

* See p. 306,
Y 2
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to exchange, proceeded off Santa-Cruz. Arriving 1798
there on the 10th, captain Middleton sent in a flag of ‘1z
truce ; which brought out nine men who had been
prisoners on board the Vertu. These gave an ac-
count of the names and some other particulars of the
ships which the Brilliant had engaged. Part of the
information was, that the Régénérée’s bowsprit, fore-
mast, and main topmast, owing chiefly to their wound-
ed state, had fallen overboard, while the ship was in
the act of tacking after the Brilliant, a short time
before the latter bore away to the southward.

Had the Flora joined company during the chase,
the combat would most robaBly ave been brought
to a decisive issue; and, as an additional reward to
the British, should the day have been theirs, intel-
ligence might have been obtained of the two rich
spanish galleons, which the two french frigates had
taken under their convoy; and which they escorted
safe to their destination.

On the 4th of July, at 9 b. 45 m. p. M., the french Jaly.
ex-venetian brig-corvette Lodi, of 18 long 6-pounders
and at least 130 men, commanded by leutenant
Sennequier, while running through the Piombino
channel, on her way from Leghorn, which she had
?uitted that morning, to Alexandria, with despatches

or general Buonaparte, was hailed and attacked by

an armed brig. As soon as she had ascertained
that the vessel approaching her so fearlessly was
an enemy, the Lodi endeavoured to obtain a raking
position ahead of her ; but the british brig frustrated
the attempt by running her own bowsprit through
the Lodi’s boom-mainsail.

A furious action now commenced ; on the part of
the Lodi by vivid and constant discharges of mus-
ketry, in which the officers and troops on board
as passengers greatly assisted, and on the part of
the british brig, who probably in the arm of mus-
ketry felt sensibly her deficiency, by discharges of
grape and canister shot from such of her great guns
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moted by the directory to the rank of capitaine de 1798.
frd X [ m
ing well aware that there was no ¢ Aigle” be-

longing to the british navy but a frigate, and no
¢ Eagle” except an old 64 at Chatham and a 4-gun
% dutch hoy” lying in Poole harboyr, and having
been taught by experience that french writers are
very apt to mistake english proper names, we
searched the log of every british brig-sloop cruisin
in the Mediterranean in the year 1798, but coulg
discover mo traces of an action fought by her at the
time and place above-mentioned. A search through
the London jourvals proved equally fruitless. At
length a Paris newspaper, under the head of Leg-
horn, informed us that on the 28th of July, 1798, the

ish privateer-brig “ Aquila, captain Colonna,”
of 14 guns and 57 men, entered the port in distress,
having on the 4th, in the Piombino channel, fought
with a french brig from eleven at night till half past
three in the morning, and that the former had lost a
great many killed and wounded.

Owing to the late period at which this information
reached us, it has not been in our power to discover
who were the owners of the Eagle privateer: a
subject of regret, as, in all probability, we should
then have been enabled to give more full and satis-
factory details of an action so highly creditable to
the british captain and his crew. At all events suf-
ficient has appeared, to show clearly, that lieutenant
Bennequier, instead of beigg rewarded for having
escaped from, ought to hav& been cashiered for not
having captured, the british privateer, which, after
so long and well fought an action on her part, his
most decided superiority of force had reduced to so
crippled and defenceless a state.

On the 11th of July the british 44-gun ship Re-
gulus, captain George Eyre, cruising off the north-
west end of the island of Porto-Rico, discovered
five vessels at anchor in Aguada bay under the pro-

* Vietoires et Conquétes, tome x. p. 383,
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The Lion immediately shortened sail, and hauled 1798.
up, so as to secure the weatherg-a%e ; then bore J3r”
down upon the four spanish frigates, formed in close
order of battle on the larboard line of bearing, the
third frigate from the van, the Dorotea, with her
fore topmast gone. In order to secure a general
action, captain Dixon meditated his first attack on
this ship; which, being left astern by her comrades,
the Lion was not long in cutting off. The three
remaining frigates tacked in succession, and passed
the Lion very gallantly within musket-shot; but, as
their line, after tacking, was by no means a close
one, they each received a well-directed broadside,
the effect of which was evident by their standing a
long time on the same tack. Captain Dixon still
kept in chase of the Dorotea; who, notwithstanding
the loss of her fore topmast, sailed nearly as well as
the Lion, and Ealled her considerably in the rigging
by her stern-chasers.

The three frigates, having at last tacked, made a
second attempt, but not so close as the former, to
saccour their friend, and were each repaid by a
broadside in return. At length the Lion cfosed with
the Dorotea, and poured in a destructive fire, the
yard-arms of the two ships passing just clear of
each other. Still the latter held out. Her consorts
made a third, but a distant and feeble effort to cover
her; and then hauled close by the wind and stood
to the north-west. The Lion, whose rigging and
sails were much cut, succegged, with difficulty, in
wearing round on the sameé tack as the Dorotea;
who, having, in addition to the loss of her fore top-
mast, had her mizenmast shot away, her mainmast
and rudder damaged, and her rigging and sails
cut to pieces, and being, besides, abandoned by her
three comrades, very wisely substituted the british
for the spanish ensign.

As an additional proof that captain Gerraro. had
maintained the action with becoming bravery, the
loss on board his ship, out of a crew, supernume-
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i north-north-west, blew a fresh gale directly into 1798
the , the narrowness and intricacy of which 'T.f:
nu‘ered any attempt to beat out doubly hazardous.
The brig, however, was presently under sail ; and,
leaving the merchant vessels to some more favour-
thle opportunity, lieutenant Shortland, after being
e g, during two hours, to a heavy fire from the
fench batteries, brought out his prize without in-
mrring any additional loss. The Childers had stood
n to cover the boats, but, owing to the badness of
he night and the dangers of the coast, with consi-
lerable risk. Viewed in every point, this boat-
ittack was a highly creditable a(gair to all that were
" d in it, not excepting the officers and crew of
he ’rench brig. Soon after his return into port,
ieutenant Shortland, for the gallantry he had dis-
dayed on the occasion, was most deservedly pro-
noted to the rank of commander.

On the 7th of August, at b p. M., Cape Windmill,
wear Gibraltar, bearing north-east by north distant
'our or five leagues, the british brig-sloop Espoir,
»f fourteen 6-pounders and 80 men and boys, captain
Loftas Otway Bland, having in charge a- part of the
Jran convoy, discovered a large ship seemingly
steering tu cut off some of the vessels. The Espoir
mmediately hauled out from the convoy, and made
ill sail to meet the stranger, evidently a man of war;
and who, at a little before 7 p. M., hove to for the
former. The Espoir, as soon as she arrived within
musket-shot, hoisted her colours; but the Liguria,
imstead of displaying hers, waited till the Espoir
reached her weather quarter, and then hailed.

On the hail’s being answered, an officer on board
the Liguria desired the commander of the Espoir, in
very good english, to go to-leeward and strike, or
he would sink him, enforcing his threat by one shot,
and instantly afterwards by the Liguria’s whole broad-
side; a salute, which, in well practised hands, might
have rendered all further hailing unnecessary, unless
on the part of the Espoir to save her drowning crew.
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honour on captain Bland, his officers, and brig’s 1798.
company. On the other hand, some allowance must 2.
be made for the indifferent crew, as well as for the
inconvenient variety of calibers among the guns, of
the genoese ship. Few actions have been made more
of by the paiuter than the action of the Espoir and
Liguria. An engraving from the gencil of Pocock,
representing “ L’Espoir sloop of 14 guns, and her
rize, the Liguria of 44 guns,” a[)pears in the Naval

hronicle, vol. vi. p. 277.  The latter ship is there
represented, with £2 guns on the main deck, 18 on
the quarterdeck, and two or four on the forecastle.
One can hardly suppose that so respectable a man
as Mr. Pocock would have put his name to a draw-
ing, unless it was founded on reality.
m%ut the matter might have been placed beyond a
doubt, had captain Bland, in his official letter, de-
scribed the situation of the different gunsof his prize;
particularly, how many of them she mounted on the
main deck. Were it not for Mr. Pocock’s drawing,
the inference would be, that the Liguria mounted 16

ns (12 and 8 pounders, rather than 18 and 12) on
the main deck, and 10 sixes on the quarterdeck and
forecastle, with the wall-pieces and swivels, for which
there was ample room, arranged in the usual man--
ner. The ship then might have measured about 450
or 500 tons, and would still have been more than a
match for the Espoir, whose size was only 215 tons.

On his return home, captain Bland, very deserv-
edly, was made a post-captain. His commission as
such bears date on the 25th of September, 1798,
and his commission as a commander, on the lst of
October, 1797 ; yet a contemporary says that, for
his action with the Liguria, “lieutenant” Bland was
promoted to the rank of “commander and post-
captain,”* two steps which, now at least, require a
twelvemonth to intervene.

On the 7th of August, at daybreak, the british 44-
gun frigate Indefatigable, captain sir Edward Pellew,

* Brenton, vol. ii. p. 331.
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Onthe 12thof August, at noon, latitude 46° 12'north, 1798
longitude 18° 23’ west, the british 18-gun ship-sloop ‘g,
Hazard, mounting 24 or 26 guns, long sixes anﬁ
12-pounder carronades, captain William Butterfield,
gave chase to, and at 4 p. M. came within gun-shot of|
the french armed ship Neptune, mounting 10, but

ierced for 20 guns; those 10 guns believed to have
en 6-pounders, and which, captain Butterfield in
his letter says, were all fought on one side. The
Neptune hauled up her courses, hoisted french co-
lours, and fired a shot at the Hazard. Immediately
an action ensued, during which the Neptune, having
on board, exclusive of 563 seamen, 270 troops, made
several attempts, under cover of a heavy fire of
musketry, to board the Hazard ; but the crew of the
latter repulsed the assailants with considerable loss,
and, at the end of one hour and 50 minutes, com-
lled the french ship to strike her colours.

The Hazard received a few shot in her hull, and
had her rigging slightly injured. Her loss amounted
to only six men wounded. The Neptune, on the
other hand, was a good deal cut up in hull, masts,
and rigging, and lost, according to the representa-
tion of her officers, between 20 and 30 in killed and
wounded together. A privateer, with french colours
flying, was in sight to-leeward during the whole of
the action. Captain Butterfield’s situation, even after
he had made the french shig his prize, could not
have been the most comfortable ; as he had nearly
300 prisoners to keep in subjection, with a crew,
owing to a prize which the Hazard had mauned and
sent away, of scarcely 100 men and boys.

At the close of our account of the battle of the Nile,
it was stated that the british 50-gun ship Leander,
captain Thomas Boulden Thompson, had sailed on
the 6th of August, from before Alexandria, with
rear-admiral sir Horatio Nelson’s despatches, ad-
dressed to the commander in chief on the Mediter-
ranean station.

On the 18th, at daybreak, being within five or six
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to the weaker patty, we are happy to be uble to M98,
illustrate by n%iag;am. PR b oul

In this six hours’ close and bloody conflict, the
Leander lost three midshipmen, (Peter Downs,
Gibson, and Edward Haddon,) 24 seamen, one ser-
geant, (Dair,) and seven private marines killed, her:
commander, (badly, in three places,) captain Berry,
(slightly,*) two lieutenants, (William 'Bridges Tay-
lor and William Swiney,) her master, (Michael
Lee,) boatswain, (Mr. Mathias, badly,) one master’s
mate, (John Leckey,) one midshipman, (Mr. Nailot,)
41 seiamen, and nine private marines wounded ;
total, 36 killed and 57 wounded. This was a full third
of her gallant crew; for, having left one lieutenant, -
one midshipman, and 50 men on bodrd the prizes at
Aboukir bay, and been originally short of her com-
plement, the Leander had commenced the action
with only 282 men and boys, including her 14 wound-
ed in the Nile battle, and, we believe, her two pas-
g{lﬁers, captain Edward Berry and a Mr. Wilﬁam

The Généreux, having received on board a pors
tion of the Timoléon’s crew,t as well as, on the day

* By ‘ part of a man’s skull, which was driven through his
afin.”"—Nav. Chronicle, vol. xv. p: 180.
1' s“ PA 951.
z2
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with’ three masts instead of two, and approached 1798:
somewhat nearer than she did, the Généreux, in all v
probability, would have fled, and the Leander been
recaptured. Captain Capel, however, as appears
by the subjoined letter to rear-admiral Nelson, writ-
ten on the arrival of the Mutine at Naples, mistook
the two vessels for ships of greater force; and that
wnder circumstances of rather an extraordinary na-
ture. “ On the 28th of August,” says captain Capel,
¢ in latitude 37° 45', longitude 16° 50/, I fell in with
two line-of-battle ships, one under three jury top-
masts, the second had a jury mizen topmast, having
the other ship in tow. I passed so close as to make
their hulls out distinctly. I also showed them french
oolours, which they answered by the same; and I
®ave not the smallest doubt, from those circum-
slemces, and the perfect recollection I have of le
QGuillaume-Tell and le Généreux, that it was those
ships: they were steering to the north-east,apparentl
for Corfu.’* bp y
The sufferings of the Leander’s men did not cease
with the arrival of the two ships at Corfu, The
pepublican authorities there seem to have considered
the example of captain Lejoille and bis officers wor-
thy of imitation to the very letter; and, with all their
characteristic hardihood, the seamen, more especially
the wounded portion of them, nearly perisheg under
the load of ill-treatment which was continued to be
heaped upon them.}
. At length the principal part of the officers, late
Jbelonging to the ]ljeander, were allowed to return
sbeme on their parole ; but captain Lejoille actually
detained the carpenter, Thomas Farrat, because he
pefused to furnish him with the dimensions of the
JLeander’s masts and yards. Several of the seamen
also were compelled to remain at Corfu; and when,
At a subsequent day, a turco-russian squadron was

" # Clarke and M‘Arthur's Life of Nelson, vol. ii. p. 97.
** 4 See letter from Mr. Stanley, the british consul at Trieste,
in Naval Chronicle, vol. xiv. p. 11.
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-all in a french dress. The alleged writer, we now 1795..
find, has long ceased to be among the living. We ‘o5
will not; therefore, make use of the contents of what
has the appearance of being a spurious production,
to heap additional disgrace upon the memory of
captain Lejoille. '

n a respectable french historical work, from
which we are in the habit of occasionally quoting, is
a brief notice of the Leander’s capture, as fairly
stated in one part, as it is unfairly, or rather, to
those who know the facts, ludicrously stated in ano-
ther. The account represents the Leander to have
imounted 50 guns, “ cinquante canons,” and to have
fought the Généreux  four hours.” Then follows
in a note the following just remark: ‘“Le poids des
boulets d’une bordée du vaisseau francais était
@oable de celui des boulets d’une bordée du Le-
sinder, et la coque de ce vaisseau offrait infiniment
moins de résistance. Notre impartialité nous fait un
devoir de mentionner cette circonstance, qui devient
honorable pour les défenseurs du vaisseau ennemi.”

This is truly refreshing, after the highly exagge-
rated accounts of the Généreux’s performance, which
we recollect to have read in two or three numbers of
the Moniteur. 'We wish the writer’s « impartiality”
had stimulated him to make further inquiry before
he gave insertion to what follows, and which we
shall first present in english: ¢ Lejoille possessed
yet further claims (alluding to his alleged valorous
conduct at the battle of the Nile) to the esteem of
his enemies, by the manner in which he treated the
two english captains whom the chances of war had
thrown into his power. After having paid them
évery imaginable attention, he sent them on their

arole to England, the moment the captain of the
faeander was sufficiently recovered of his wounds
to support the journey.” ¢ Lejoille acquit encore de
nouveaux droits a l'estime de ses ennemis par la
maniére dont il traita les deux capitaines anglais
que le sort des armes avait fait tomber en son pou-
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sentense of a court-martial, as honourable an ac- 179&
quittal as his heart could desire; and he soon after- .
wards received, from the hand of his sovereign,
# boon which the proudest victor usually, but not
more rightfully claims, the honour of knighthood.

As every o{%cer, who was on board the Leander
in her action with the Généreux, is entitled to have
his name included in the account, we are happy in
having it in our power to record the names of the
greater part, if not the whole, of those not already
mentioned in the return of loss. Her first lieutenant
was William Richardson ; her second and third, and
her master, appear among the wounded. Two mas-
ter's mates were Jeremiah Russel and John White-
head; a third is among the wounded. Her mid-
shipmen were, Charles Hardy, William Reynolds,
George Lempriére, John Coates, and Cesar William
Richardson ; exclusive of the three killed and the
one wounded; clerk, Charles Bullman; surgeon, boat-
swain, and carpenter have been already named. The

uoner was John Burns, and the purser, Daniel Hogg.
giarine-oﬁicer there was none on board but sergeant
Dair, and he gallantly fell at his post.

It is not alittle singular that, towards the close of the
preceding war, this same Leander had an engagement
with a french 74. At midnight on the 18th of Ja-
nuary, 1783, while cruising in the West Indies, the
Leander, captain John Willet Payne, (the same
who commanded the Russel in lord Howe’s action,)
fell in with the french 74-gun ship Pluton, captain
d’Albert de Rioms, partial%y disabled, it appears,
either by a gale or an action. The Leander herself
commenced the attack, and soon obtained a capital
raking position on the 74’s starboard bow. After
a smart contest of two hours, the Pluton sheered off,
with the loss of one lieutenant and four seamen killed,
and 11 seamen wounded. The loss on board the
Leander amounted to 13 killed and wounded ; the
latter so badly, that two only of them survived.

On the 22d of August, at noon, the british 38-gun
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time of her capture, a national frigate, but a pri- 1798,
vateer, similar to the Citoyenne-Francaise, the ship sept.
which, the first year of the war, had the action wit
the Iris.* The Flore, however, had been a national
frigate, and a very remarkable one, as the following
account of her will show.

* In the year 1757 the french frigate Vestale,
measuring 698 tons english, and pierced to carry.
32 long 12 and 6 pounders, was launched at the
port of Havre. In the spring of 1761 the Vestale
was c‘a}ptured, off the Penmarcks, by the 28-gun fri-
gate Unicorn, the look-out ship of a british squadron
cruising off Brest, and was added to the british navy
by the name of Flora. In the year 1778 the Flora
was sunk by the British, at the evacuation of Rhode-
island, in order that she might not fall into the hands
of the Americans. The latter, however, with their,
accustomed ingenuity, weighed the frigate, and then
sold her to her original masters, the french govern-
ment ; from whose service, on account probably of
her age and comparatively small dimensions, she
afpears to have been finally dismissed at the con-
clasion of the peace in 1783.

On the 24th of October, at 8 a. M., the Texel oct.
hearing south by east distant 10 leagues, the british
18-pounder 36-gun frigate Sirius, captain Richard
Kin%; while reconnoitring that port, fell in with two
dutch ships of war, one the 36-gun frigate Furie,
captain Pletz, the other the 24-gun corvette Waak-
zaamheid, captain Neirop ; but the ships were not in
a situation for mutual support, being agout two miles
apart, Passing within gun-shot of the former, which
was the leewardmost, the Sirius stood on until she
could nearly fetch the Waakzaamheid. At about
9 A. M. captain King, having thus, as was his object,
prevented the junction of the two ships, fired at and
rought to the Waakzaamheid, who immediately
discharged a lee gun, and hauled down her colours.

As soon as possession was taken of the Waak-

* See vol. i. p. 131,
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action to-leeward ; but, coming up with a crowd of 1798.
canvass, shot far ahead. The Baionnaise, by this o
time, had sustained considerable damage in her
hull, rigging, and spars, as well as a heavy loss in
officers and men, including among the wounded
her captain and first lieutenant ; when, according to
the french accounts, the commandant of the troops
suggested to the only sea-officer remaining on deck,
the probable success of an attempt to board.

Tﬂe plan being concurred in, the helm of the
french ship was put up, and the Baiounaise ran
foul of her opponent, carrying away, with her bow-
sprit, the Ambuscade’s starboard quarterdeck bar-
ricade, mizen shrouds and mizen mast, and unship-
ping the wheel. 'We are left to conjecture in what
state the Ambuscade was, to have permitted this :
at all events, the ship could not have been under
command. The Baionnaise then dropped under the
Ambuscade’s stern; but still remained foul, having,
by the fluke of her anchor or a grappling-iron,
caught the latter’s rudder-chain. The french
troops, from the bowsprit, the head of which had
fallen along with the jib-boom and spritsail yard,
now commanded, with their powerful musketry, the
whole range of the Ambuscade’s quarterdeck.

A smart fire, in return, was kept up by the rem-
nant of the british marines. So wuch, however, to
the disadvantage of the Ambuscade, that, in a very
short time, her first lieutenant, Dawson Main, re-
ceived a musket-shot in his groin, and was handed
below, where he almost immediately expired. Di-
rectly afterwards captain Jenkins received a shot
that carried away the top of his thigh-bone. He
also was necessarily taken below. Almost at the
same instant lieutenant Sinclair, of the marines, re-
ceived a wound in his thigh, and then another in the
shoulder : he, too, was compelled to quit his quar-
ters. Scarcely had he been handed below, when
the master, Mr. Brown, was shot through the head,
and fell on the deck ;mid2st a heap of Kkilled and
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foreign dock-yards, are, as we shall hereafter show, 1798.
not to be relied upon, varied only between 579 and 3%
681 tons. The Ambuscade measured 684 tons ; and,
believing the picture, from which this engraving
was taken, to have been that “ displayed in the
Louvre and shown in the Luxembourg in 1821,” we
cannot concur with a contemporary in the statement,
that ¢ the size of the british ship was as much mag-
nified beyond, as that of her opponent was dimi-
nished below, the real fact.”®* On the contrary,
we think that here, as in the minutiee of detail
already noticed, english naval artists have some-
thing to learn.

We wish we could speak as favourably of an
account in a recently published french work of
§eneral respectability, as we have been induced to

o of vice-admiral Bruix’s picture. The gist of that
account is, that the Balonnaise, ‘ de vingt canons
de 8” captured the Ambuscade, ‘‘ portant qua-
rante-deux bouches 4 feu de 18, 24, et 6.+ We
have known cases wherein a french minister of ma-
rine’s account, on a point of pure naval concern
especially, might even exceed the bounds of moral
¥robability, and yet be maintained as true by a
rench historical writer. We now fiud, that it is
only when no other french account exceeds it in
ex’nﬁ‘geration, that such implicit reliance is placed.

e disparity of force, in guns at all events, which
did really exist between the Ambuscade and
‘Baionnaise, should, and, but for a succession of
untoward. accidents, doubtless would, have led to a
very different result. The bursting of a gun on
board a ship is irremediable. 'Who knows but that
the next gun, and every gun in succession along the
side, may prove equally treacherous. They are all
of the same caliber, were put on board at the same
time, and cast at the same foundry. 1f the man who
'had loaded the gun survived the explosion, he

* Brenton, vol. ii. p. 372.
4 Vietoires et Conquétes, tome x. p. 427.
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under circumstances discreditable to the ship and to 1798.
every one belonging to her. There can be 10 e
doubt that captain Jenkins, and his officers, and
several of the Ambuscade’s seamen and marines,
were brave men : they proved themselves so in the
blood they spilt at their quarters. But what excuse
can be offered for not having ascertained, by the
customary mode of signals, the true character of the
strange ship when she first hove in sight? Had
that been done, much confusion would have been
avoided, and the Ambuscade might have obtained
_ the weathergage, and thereby kept her adversary
from boarding. Another ten minutes’ cannonade
from her 12-pounders would then, in all probabi-
lity, owing to the loss which the fire of the first ten
had already inflicted on the french ship, have totally
reversed the issue of the battle. hy were the
hammocks not brought on deck and restowed ? Of
what use were they, if not to shelter the men from
the enemy’s musketry ?

After the action the two ships proceeded to
Rochefort ; where, on the 20th, they arrived in
safety. The rejoicings of the French were loud and
feneral; and who can say they were ill founded ?

t was literally, that an euglish frigate had been
captured by a french corvette.. The executive di-
rectory, to express their sense of the merits of the
action, decreed that there should be paid to the
officers and crew of the Balonnaise, to be distributed
according to the prize-law, 3500 francs (about 146/.
sterling) for every long gun and carronade on board
the Ambuscade; and the government immediately
promoted captain Richer from ¢ lieutenant,” over
the next step, to “ capitaine de vaisseau.” This, it
will be admtted, was no more than he merited; and,
‘had the officer in command of the troops survived
the action, he too would undoubtedly have been
promoted. The Ambuscade -was added to the
“french navy under the same name translated into
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niards would be -against St.-George’s key, from1798.
which they might easily go down to the Belize, only som.
nine miles distant, and there destroy the town and
harass the inhabitants, captain Moss, in the night
of the 5th, weighed, and, %y noon on the following
day, worked up to the key. Twelve of the heaviest
among the spanish vessels were then under way,
for the purpose of making the attempt ; but, on see-
ing the Merlin and the flotilla of gun-boats so near,
the Spaniards hauled to the wind and returned to
tl}xleir ormer anchorage, between Long-key and Key-
chapel.
he spanish vessels continued working and an-
choring among the shoals, at the distance of four or
five miles from the Merlin and gun-boats, until the
10th ; when, at 1 p. M., nine sail of armed sloops and
schooners, each with a launch astern full o? men,
bore down through the channel that led to the
Merlin. Five smaller vessels, also with troops on
board, were at anchor to-windward, at the distance
of about a mile and a half; and the remainder of the
:Eanish flotilla lay at Long-key Spit, as if awaiting
e issue of the contest. The spanish vessels ap-
proached, in line abreast, using both sails and oars ;
and, on arriving within long gun-shot, dropped
anchor. It seeming to be their intention to board
the Towzer and Tickler, which vessels lay much
nearer to them than the bulk of the flotilla, captain
Moss, at 1 h. 30 m. p. M., made the signal to engage.
The British immediately opened an animated and
apparently destructive fire, which was returned by
the Spaniards, and the cannonade lasted two hours
and a half. At the end of that time the Spaniards,
in evident confusion, cut their cables, and sailed
and rowed off, assisted by a number of launches,
which took in tow the -greater part of their vessels.
No man was hurt on the part of the British ; but the
Spaniards, from the hasty manner of their retreat,
appeared not to have been so fortunate. Owing to
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1798. the shoal-water, the Merlin was unable {o follow the

‘oo spanish vessels; and the remainder of the british
flotilla, without her support, would have been no
match for them. The whole therefore effected their
escape. The Spaniards remained under Key-chapel
until the night of the 15th, when they movedy off with
a light southerly wind. Some of the vessels went
to Baccalar, and others to Campeachy; nor did the
Spaniards again venture to attack the british pos-
sessions in Honduras bay.
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BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS.

Wirn respect to the state of the british navy at 1799.
the commencement of the present year, it will suffice "~
to refer to the usual abstract ol) its numbers and
strength®* We may notice, however, that two fine
line-of-battle classes, L. and M, have more than
doubled themselves since the beginning of the pre-
ceding year. Indeed all the principal columns in the
abstract exhibit an increase of numbers; arising, in
part, from newly-built vessels, but chiefly from cap-
tures made at the expense of the french, dutch, and
spanish navies respectively.t The number of british
ships of war, wrecked and foundered during the

ear 1798, is still of considerable amount;} but
¥ewer of the crews, it is gratifying to abserve,
perished, than amidst the similar mishaps of the
preceding year, We may here remark, in passing,
that, as respects the french, dutch, and spanish na-
vies, the foundered, wrecked, and burnt cases do,
in all probability, fall short of the real number, no
nation };mt England publishing any list of the losses
that her navy sustains.

The number of commissioned officers and masters,
belonging to the british navy at the commencement
of the year, was,

Admirals . . . . . . . 21
Vice-admirals . . . . . . 86

Rear-admirals . . . . . . 42
» superannuated 28
Captains . T 1)
»” superannuated 19

Commanders, or sloop-captains 386

* See Appendix, Annual Abstract No. 7.
1 See Appendix, Nos. 15, 16.
$ See Appendix, No. 17.
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Lieutenants . . . . . . .2157
» superannuated 50%*
Masters . 535

and the number of seamen and marines voted for
the service of the year 1799, was 120000.1

The opening of the present year saw France with
a secontf coalition formed against her, Naples and
Sardinia had, as we have seen, recommenced hos-
tilities with no great éclat; but Austria was pre-
Karin% to lend them her powerful aid, and Russia

ad already united with Turkey in revenging Buona-

parte’s flagrant attack upon Egypt. France, on the
other hand, was making great exertions to withstand
the host of foes which, thus aroused, had again
confederated against her; and, among other mea-
sures taken, orders had issued, since the 25th of
the preceding November, for the construction of
16 ships of the line, 18 heavy frigates, and 12
corvettes,

Vice-admiral Eustache Bruix, the french minis-
ter of marine, also went down from Paris, with
money to pay the seamen at Brest, and remained at
that port superintending the equipment of the ships.
In consequence of this, the utmost activity pervaded
every department, and, towards the middle of April,
25 ships of the line and several frigates were ready
for sea. The minister addressed a proclamation
to the seamen, much in the same style as the “in-
structions” transmitted from the directory at the
commencement of the year 1794,  Vice-admiral
Bruix adverted to the splendid actions of the Cha-
rente and of the Baionnaise, as well as to the vigor-
ous resistance made by the Seine, and by the squa-
dron under commodore Bompart. The address, or
that part of it at least, which promised that the
families of the seamen should be provided for in
their absence, and that a third part in value of the
prizes should be paid to them immediately after

* With the rank of commanders. 1 See Appendix, No. 18.
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capture, drew the seamen from the privateers to the 1799.
national ships, and thus answered the purpose in-
tended.

In the first three or four months of the present
year, the british force cruising off Brest consisted of a
squadron of eight ornine sail of the line, under the suc-
cessive command of vice-admiral sir Charles Thomp-
son, baronet, in the Formidable 98, vice-admiral
lord Hugh Seymour, in the Sans-Pareil 80, and rear-
admiral the honourable George Cranfield’ Berkeley,
in the Mars 74. On the 16th of April, at 6 p. M., a ApriL
french convoy, consisting of the armed store-ships
Dromadaire and Nécessité, and 50 other vessels,
escorted by captain Pierre-Marie Le Bozec, with the

‘. corvettes Etonnante, Société, Mignonne, and Ci-

gogne, and lugger Vautour, were chased by rear-
admiral Berkeley’s squadron, but effected their es-
cape into Brest. On the 17th, early in the morning,
admiral lord Bridport, who, with the Royal-George ~
and five or six other ships, had sailed from St.-
Helen’s on the 13th, arrived off Ushant and super-
seded rear-admiral Berkeley in the command.

On the 25th lord Bridport looked into the port of
Brest, and counted 13 french line-of-battle ships at
anchor, and five under way, in the road of Ber-
theaume, as if preparing to put to sea with the fresh
north-east wind then blowing. The british fleet was
at this time right in the centre of the Iroise passage,
and not above five or six miles to the south-west of
the Black Rocks. At 2. m.lord Bridport made
sail to the west-north-west, and in two hours was
about four leagues to the west-south-west of Ushant,
with, including the Russel which was then about
joining, the following 16 sail of the line :

gun-ship admiral (w.) lord Bridport, K.B.

100 Royal-George . ... rear-adm. (r.) Charles Morice Pole.
captain William Domett.
rear-adm. (r.) sir Charles Cotton, bart,

Prince .......... captain Thomas Larcom.

98/ St.-George ........ ,» Sampson Edwards.
Neptune .......... ,» James Vashon.
Glol'y XL EXEREX] »» ThomasWells,‘

VYoOL. II, 2B
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gun-ship .

80 C@88r ....es.s....captain sir James Saumarez.

rear-adm. (b.) hon. G. Cra. Berkeley.

* "{ captain John Monckton.
Dragon......ec00ee 4 George Campbell.
Impétueux ........ , sir Edward Pellew, bart.
Terrible .....cc000 ,  William Wolseley.
74 Achille .......... ,  George Murray.

Superb............ ,, John Sutton.
Aj8X ......0c0000ss 5 hon. Alex. Inglis Cochrane.
Pompée ...... eess 5  Charles Stirling.
Magnificent ........ ,, Edward Bowater.

LRussel ............ ,» Herbert Sawyer.

Frigates, three or four, but their names are uncertain.

On the evening of the same 25th of April, on which
lord Bridport had thus left open the principal pas-
sage in and out of Brest, vice-admiral Bruix put to
sea with, except the Convention which did not join
until the next morning, the following well-appointed

fleet :
gun-ship
120 Océan .... captain Alain-Adélaide-Marie Bruilhae.
Invincible commod. Louis L'Heéritier.
110< Terrible .. ,, Yves.-Mar-G.-P. Le Coat St. Haouen.
Républicain captain  Charles Berrenger.
Formidable commod. Pierre-Julien Thréouart.
Indomptable captain ————— Chambon.
(Jemmappes commod. Julien-Marie Cosmao-Kerjulien.
Mont-Blanc » Esprit-Tranquille Maistral.
Tyrannicide » Zacharie-Jac.-Théodore Allemand.
Batave .... ,, Frang.-Hen.-Eugtne Daugier.
Constitution » Julien Le Ray.

80

Duquesne .. ,, Pierre-Maurice.-Julien Querangal.
Fougueux .. ,, Pierre-Marie Bescond.
Censeur.... ,, Ant.-Jean-Baptiste Faye,

Zée ...... » Dufoy.

744 Redoutable »» Moncousu.
Wattigny .. captain Antoine-Louis Gourdon,
Tourville ., ,, Jean-Baptiste Henry.

Cisalpin.... ,, Mathieu-Charles Bergevin.'
Jean-Bart .. ,, Francois-Jacques Meynne.
Gaulois ..., ,, Gabriel Siméon.
Convention » Charles Lebozec.
Révolution ” Pierre-Nicolas Rolland.

J.J.Rousseau ,, Julien-Gabriel Bigot.
[ Dix-Aofit .. ,, Jacques Bergeret,
Frigates, Romaine 44, Créole 40, Bravoure, Cocarde, and Fr-

ternité 86.

Flate, Fidelle ; Corveites, Berceau and Tactique; Avisos, Biche

and Découverte,
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remained with admiral earl St.-Vincent; but, owing to 1799
his lordship’s indifferent state of health, the active .
part of the duty fell upon the second in command,
vice-admiral lord Keith. During the first’ four
months of the year, the vice-admiral, with a squa-
dron sometimes of 11, but at no time exceeding 15
sail of the line, and a single frigate or so, or perhaps
none at all, lay at anchor about eight miles from
Cadiz, blockading 19 spanish sail of the line, 17 of
which at least were sea-going ships, four frigates, and
one or two corvettes. Even the occasional trips,
that the British were obliged to make to Tetuan for
water, failed to rouse the Spaniards from that state
of inactivity which habit had seemingly rendered
the chief enjoyment of their lives.” Whenever the
British came to the anchorage, the ships of war in
Cadiz harbour exhibited the same quiescent appear-
ance as when last seen.

The french line-of-battle force in the Mediter-
ranean had been reduced by the victory of the Nile
to a very insignificant amount. At Malta was the
80-gun ship Guillaume-Tell, also the ex-maltese 64s
Athénien and Dégo; at Corfu, the 74 Généreux;
and, at the several ports named, the following nine
ex-venetian 64s: at Alexandria, the Causse and
Dubois, at Ancona, the Beyrand, Hoche, (the se-
cond,) Laharpe, and Stengel, and at Toulon, re-
cently returned from Corsica, the Banel, Fromintin,
and Robert; all named after generals who had dis-
tinguished themselves under Buonaparte in Italy
and Germany. Of these eleven 64-gun ships, not
above seven, if so many, were fully armed and fit
for service. :

It was stated in the first edition of this work,
that the french venetian fleet consisted of ¢ twelve
64-gun ships, and 32 frigates, corvettes,and gal-
leys”” A contemporary first misquotes the passage
thus, ¢ twelve line-of-battle ships and thirty frigates
and corvettes,”* whereas the galleys alone were in

* Brenton, vol. ii. p.378
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bility have put to sea. No doubt, in such a case, 1799.
lord Keith would have been bound to make a re-
treat; and there can be as little doubt that, should
the british fleet have been forced to engage, all that
a fleet so inferior in force could accomplish would
have been effected. Beyond this it was idle to hope;
and we can only suppose that earl St.-Vincent, when
in a letter to the secretary of the admiralty he used
the expression, ‘ the french squadron eluded the
vigilance of lord Keith by the darkness of the at-
mosEhere,”* was unacquainted with the real strength
of that french squadron. -

The Childers brig, immediately upon her arrival at
Gibraltar from lord Keith, was despatched to bring
away the Edgar 74, captain John I&‘Dougall, lying
in Tetuan bay. Rear-admiral Frederick, who was
staying on shore at Gibraltar on account of extreme
ill health, took this opportunity of hoisting his flag
on board an effective line-of-battle ship. Vessels
were also despatched by the commander in chief to
rear-admirals Duckworth at Minorca, and Nelson at
Palermo, and to captains Ball off Malta, and sir Sid-
ney Smith off Alexandria. Several expresses had
also been sent to lord Keith; but, owing to the con-
tinuance of- the south-west gale, the vice-admiral
did not receive his order of recall, we believe, until
the evening of the 9th. On the 10th, at 9 a.m.,lord
Keith anchored in Gibraltar ; as, on the same after-
noon, did the Edgar from Tetuan.

Every despatch was now used in victualling the
ships; and on the 11th, at sunset, earl St.-Vincent
shifted his flag from the Souverain guardship to the
Ville-de-Paris; as did also rear-admiral Frederick,
from the Edgar to the Princess-Royal. On the
12th, at 11 o. m.,, the british fleet, consisting of 16
sail of the line, weighed and bore up for the Mediter-
ranean. On the 17th and 18th the ships encountered
a severe gale of wind, but escaped without much

May.

* Brenton, vol. ii. p.358.
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1799. damage. On the 20th, at noon, when off the island
May. of Minorca, the fleet was joined by the

* rear-adm. (w.) John Thomas Duckworth,

Leviathan .. captain Henry Digby.

74{ Centaur ...... »» John Markham.
Bellerophon .. ,, Henry D'Esterre Darby.
Powerful...... » William O’Brien Drury.

On the same evening the fleet anchored in Port-
Mahon; all except the Edgar, who had run und
to the south-east of Hospital island. Here the ship
remained until midnight on the 21st; when, having
removed all her guns into some transports, and been
assisted in heaving off bg the Barfleur and Defence,
the Edgar got afloat, and dropped her auchor in the
harbour.

The departure of lord Keith from before Cadiz,
on the 6th, enabled the Spaniards, by the 14th, to
put to sea with 17 sail of the line, of which six were
three-deckers. On the 17th this fleet passed the
Straits, and, not being in very good trim for with-
standing foul weather, suffered considerably by the
gale of that and the following day. Eleven of the
ships were more or less dismasted by it; hut, on the
20th, the whole, except one ship which arrived
afterwards, succeeded in gaining Carthagena. In
order to show how diffcrently the same gale could
treat an english and a spanish fleet, the names of the
dismasted ships of the latter, as officially announced
in the Madrid Gazette, are here subjoined :

gun-ship
112 Concepcion .... lost her foremast, and very leaky.
Mexicano ...... totally dismasted ; four men killed, &c.
Conquistador .... totally dismasted.
Oriente ........ lost her main and mizen masts.
Pelayo ........ ditto, and sprung her foremast.
744 San-Frsco-de-Asis lost her foremast.
San-Joaquim .. do. mainmast, and sprung her foremast.
San-Telmo ...... totally dismasted.
Soberano ...... lost her mainmast.
gun-frig.
34 Matilda ........ totully dismasted.

It appears, also, that the Santa-Apa three-decker
made 20 inches of water per hour,and that the San-
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Francisco-de-Paulo and San-Pablo 74s had sprung
or carried away their tillers. One of the brigs, too,
had lost her foremast and bowsprit. Just a week
revious to the arrival of the spanish fleet at Car-
agena, the french fleet, consisting, according to
the french accounts, of 25 sail of the line, five fri-
tes, and four or five corvettes, entered Toulon.
passing the Straits, two of the ships had run on
board 2:31 other, and received considerable damage.
- On the 22d of May, at noon, earl St.-Vincent got
under way from Port-Mahon; and on the 23d, at
5 a. m., the Edgar, who, highly to the credit of her
officers and crew, had since early on the preceding
morning reshipped and remounted the whole of her
Euns, weighed also, and joined the admiral off the
arbour. Having now under his command 20 sail
of the line and a few smaller vessels, earl St.-Vincent
made sail in the direction of Toulon.
. On the 26th, when in latitude 42° north, in con-
sequence, we suppose, of information that the spanish
fleet had arrived at Carthagena, the british fleet
steered to the westward, and at noon on the 27th
was about 35 miles to the east-north-east of Cape
San-Sebastian, waiting to intercept the spanish fleet
in case it should attempt to effect a junction with the
french fleet in Toulon. On the 30th, while cruising
off Cape San-Sebastian with this object in view, the
admiral received intelligence of the sailing of the
french fleet from Toulon three days hefore. On
this, earl St.-Vincent at 2 p. M. detached rear-admi-
ral Duckworth, with the Leviathan, Foudroyant,
Northumberland, and Majestic, to reinforce lord
Nelson at Palermo, and at 6 . M. was joined by the
gun-ship : . .
100 Queen-Charlotte :i;r:‘g?o lS:.I)rgv‘;:. Hawkins Whitshed.

‘Captain ..,..... 5»  sir Richard John Strachan, bt.
74< Defiance ...... »» Thomas Revell Shivers.

Bellona ........ 55 8ir Thomas Boulden Thompson.
64 Repulse........ »s James Alms.

The british fleet, thus augmented to 21 sail of the

1799.
May.
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repair to the bay of Rosas, to be ready to.intercept 1799.
the french fléet on its way to join the spanish fleet 530,
in Carthagena. Accordingly, a(!ter sending away the
Bellerophon and Powerfu% to Palermo, lord Keith,
with 18 sail of the line, crowded sail to the south-
west. It would appear, however, that, instead of
_steering straight to the bay of Rosas, lord Keith pro-
" ceeded towards the south end of Minorca, probably
to facilitate a junction by the Ville-de-Paris. On
the 12th the british fleet was lying becalmed close
off the small island of Ayre. On the 13th, Cape Mola
bearing north-east half-east distant five leagues,
lord Keith shifted his flag to the Queen-Charlotte,
and rear-admiral Whitshed to the Barfleur; and
captains Irwin and Barker followed their respective
chiefs. On the 16th, when the fleet was within four
miles of Cape Mola, the Ville-de-Paris rejoined,
having left earl St.-Vincent at- Port-Mahon, prepar-
ing to take his departure for Gibraltar and England.
With his fleet again consisting of 19 sail of the
dine, lord Keith, passing round the eastern side of
Minorca, steered to the northward. On the 19th,
when about 20 leagues to the southward -of Cape
Sicie, the advanced division, consisting of the Cen-
taur, Captain, and Bellona 74s, and the Emerald
and Santa-Teresa frigates, captured the followin
“french ships, 33 days from Jaffa, bound to Toulon:
gun-frig. :

rear-adm. Perrée.
38 Junon.......... {captain Honoré Pourquier.
36 Alceste ........ ;5 Jean-Baptiste Barré.
Courageuse*. . ., » Baille.
Brigs Salamine ...... lieut. Frangois-Timothée Landry.
788 Y Alerte ........ ,,  Pi.-Ant.-Toussaint Demai.

The whole of these five vessels were added to the
british navy ; but the first, a fine Toulon-built frigate

* In the London Gazette, owing, we conceive, to a typogra-
phical error, this frigate is described as of “ 22,” instead of 32
* guns, 12-pounders, and 300 men.” A contemporary, overlooking
this, has given the ““ Courageux,” not only no more than 22
guns,” but, what he considered an adequate complement, ‘160

men,” Brenton, vol.ii. p.488,
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Roux, anchored in Genoa mole with a wheat-laden 1799.
convoy, which the french admiral had escorted from oo,
the westward. General Moreau, who had arrived at
Genoa two days before, took this opportunity of
holding a conference with vice-admiral Bruix on
board the Océan. On the 6th, in the morning, the
general quitted the flag-ship for the shore; and at
noon, when the british fleet, having been recalled to
the bay of Rosas, had put about for that destination,
the french fleet weighed and made sail to the west-
ward, the french accounts say, but we much doubt
the fact, in consequence of information that the british
fleet, of ** 22 sail of the line,” had been seen off
Toulon.

Thus was the seeking fleet unconsciously running
before the sought fleet, and the latter as unconsci-
ously pursuing the former. No doubt, had this fact
been known in France, the Moniteur would have de-
clared, and with some show of reason, that vice-ad-
miral Bruix had chased lord Keith and could not
bring him to action. On the 9th the french fleet
passed in sight of Toulon, and on the 22d appeared
off Carthagena. On the 23d vice-admiral Bruix
cast anchor in the road, and thus effected a junction
with the spanish fleet, now, with most surprising
alacrity after the damages it had received in the
storm of the preceding month, nearly ready for sea.

As far as we can gather from the obscure accounts
in the french and spanish journals, this fleet, soon
after its arrival from Cadiz, had transferred to a
large body of transports, purposely assembled at
Carthagena, about 5000 troops, for disembarkation
at Majorca, and to be employed, as it would appear,
more for defending that island, than for making any
attempt to recapture Minorca. On the 24th, the day
after their junction, and when the british fleet, having

one the round we have described, was increasing
its distance in the direction, first of Toulon, and then
of Genona, the french and spanish fleets, numbering
together 40 sail of the line, with a suitable train
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1799. of frigates and corveltes, sailed from Carthagena,
o= bound out of the Mediterranean.

On the 6th lord Keith, whom we left steering for
Minorca, arrived off the east end of the island ; and
on the 7th, close off Mount Toro, was joined by the
following reinforcement from the Channel fleet : -

gun-ship

o . rear-adm. (r.) sir Charles Cotton.
Prince .......... captain Samuel Sutton.
ggJ Formidable ...... »  Edward Thornborough.
3 St.-George ...... s»  Sampson Edwards.
Neptune ........ ,» James Vashon,
LGlory .......... s Thomas Wells,
. rear-adm. (w.) Cuthbert Collingwood.
[ Triumph ........ {captain Thomas Larcom. ohd
Dragon ........ » George Campbell.
4 Impétueux ...... ,  8ir Edward Pellew, bart.
744 Terrible ........ ,» Jonathan Faulknor.
Superb ........ » John Sutton.
Pompéte ........ »  Charles Stirling.
_Canada.......... »  hon. Michael de Courcy.

This reinforcement, when it quitted the Channel
fleet, consisted of 16 sail of the line, under admiral
sir Alan Gardner; but the latter, taking with him
the Royal-Sovereign,Casar, Magnificent,and Russel,
had put into the Tagus, to escort home the Lisbon
convoy and the Nile prizes. )

‘While a part of lord Keith’s fleet, now augmented
to 31 sail of the line, four frigates, and two or three
smaller vessels, lay off and on Port-Mahon, the re-
maining ships, including the Queen-Charlotte, an-
chored in the harbour to get a supply of water.
Scarcely had the vice-admiral been an hour at his
anchorage, ere intelligence arrived of the junction of
which he had been forewarned. All was now bustle
in the {)ort; and on the 10th lord Keith weighed and
set sail for the Straits, having previously sent an
order to rear-admiral Nelson at Palermo, to detach
a part of his force for the protection of Minorca.
On the 26th the british fleet anchored in Tetuan bay,
to get, what the ships had only partially procured at
Mahon, a supply of water, and on the 29th rcached
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. On the 26th, two days after the arrival of lord 1799
Nelson in ‘the bay, the garrisons of Castel-Nuovo raey

d Castel-del’ Uovo, in obedience to the ninth ar-

cle of the treaty, set at liberty the state-prisoners
and the english prisoners of war. The garrison,
then, as stipulated in the third article, marched out
with the honours of war, and grounded their arms*
After this, such of them as chose, comprising nearly
the whole present, embarked on board 14 transports,
chiefly polacres and feluccas, in order, as they un-.
derstood, to be conveyed to Toulon, conformably
to the fifth article, but, in reality, to be held as
Pprisoners on board their vessels; until the king of the
two Sicilies, then at Palermo, should determine how
he would dispose of them. Here, then, was a gross
infraction of the treaty, and by whom? By lord
Nelson. Had he and his fleet, by any fortunate
chance, been prevented from entering the bay until
the 27th or 28th, the wretched garrisons, the unhappy
victims of violated faith, would have been on their
way to Toulon, and british honour have been pre-
served without a tarnish.

Prince Francesco Caraccioli, a younger branch of
one of the most noble families in Naples, an officer
once high in command, and not only of deserved
distinction in the neapolitan navy, but who had com-
manded a ship, with credit to Kimself, in a british
line of battle, accompanied the king, when he and
his court, in the preceding December, fled to Sicily,
Shortly afterwards the neapolitan revolutionary
government, or parthenopzan republic, as it was
styled, issued an edict, ordering all'absent Neapo-
litans’ to return, on pain of confiscation of their
property. Caraccioli, having great estates in the
country, obtained the king’s permission to go to
Naples to see after them. He departed from Pa-

* Letters of the prisoners to lord Nelson. See attested copies,
in french and english, in the Appendix to Helen Maria Williams's
Sketches of the State of Manners and Opinions in the French Republic,
vol. ii. p. 319—328; also captain Foote's Vindication, p. 39.

VOL. II, - 20
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1799. whom as parties a treaty could not exist. Some
27y, stress has also been laid upon the circumstance of
lord Nelson’s arrival within 36 hours after captain
Foote bad subscribed the treaty in question. Had
his lordship arrived at the epd of one hour, the sig-
nature of all the parties had already stamped upon
the capitulation its sacred character. But, in fact,
two of the articles, the bth and 9th, had begun to be
acted upon: the transports were getting ready, and
the prisoners in the forts either had already hees,
or were about to be, set at liberty. Even after lord
Nelson had arrived, and by signal annulled the
truce, the articles in the treaty were made use of to
inveigle the garrisons out of the forts ; and that, too,
solely for their destruction. If captain Foate, in
signing the treaty, had exceeded his orders, he
should have been tried and punished; but, even then,
the faith of the mnation, having been once solemnly
%ledged, ought not to have been compromised.
very tittle of the treaty should have been executed.
In answer to the question, why captain Foote
himself did not demand to be tried, that ill-used
officer says thus: “I was inclined to request, thata
public inquiry should take place, upon what con-
cerned my signing the capitulations. But, before
taking this step, I understood from a naval member
of the admiralty, and many other respectable friends,
that, by urging a public investigation, I should act
injuriously to my. country, and, in some measure,
attach myself to a party ; for which there seemed to
me to be good ground, in consequence of the speech
which the late honourable Charles James Fox made
on the 3d of February, 1800, on the address thanking
his majesty for refusing to negotiate.” Respecting
the policy of agreeing to a capitulation with the
garrisons of Uovo and Nuovo, captain Foote re-
marks : ¢“ These facts and reasonings may show, that
there was nothing so very weak, or senseless, in
- agreeing to such measures as tended rather to re-
concile men to each other, than to urge them to.a
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of a small modern aqueduct for conveying this water 1709.
to some cisterns on the sea-shore, about three miles ‘3%’
off, and by which vessels were, or rather had been
supplied. In their way back to Suez, Buonaparte and
his escort nearly suffered the fate of Pharaoh and his
army. The ford, which the caravan had crossed
with so much ease in the morning, being now covered
with the tide, the travellers were obliged to descend
to the bottom of the arm or gulf. Here, owing to
some mistake about the depth of water, Buona-
parte was obliged to be carried upon the shoulders
of his guide, and both with difficulty escaped being

. drowned.*

On the 31st of December Buonaparte again quitted
Suez ; and, while one part of his attendants took
the rout to Adjaroud, he coasted the Red sea to the
northward, and, at the distance of about two leagues
and a half from Suez, discovered some traces of the
ancient canal. These he followed during four hours,
and until, indeed, the traces disappeared in some
lakes named Ammers. On his return to Suez, Buo-
naparte received advices which called for his active
exertions in another quarter; but, on arriving at his
head-quarters at Cairo, he did not neglect to de-
spatch to Suez his principal engineer, Lepére, with
directions that he should take the geometrical level
of the course of the supposed canal across the
isthmus. Having made S)is digression, we now
hasten to relate what it was that, while Buonaparte
appeared so intent upon pursuing his geological
researches, thus gave a new impulse to his active
mind.

About a month previous to his departure for
Suez, Buonaparte had sent an officer of his staff to
Achmet-Djezzar, for the purpose of engnging this
vizier to preserve the relations of peace with him.
The messenger was not permitted an audience, nor
even to disembark from the vessel in which he had

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome ix. p. 246.
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Chifflic regiment, led by its lieutenant-colonel, Soli- 1799
man Aga, rushed out of the gates, and gained the wmay,
third parallel of the besiegers; but the impetuosity
of the men carried them to the second trench, where
they lost some of their standards : previously to their
retreat, however, they spiked four of the french guns,
Kléber’s division instead of mounting the breach,
as had been general Buonaparte’s intention, was thus
obliged to spend its time and its strength in re.
covering these works; in which it did not succeed
until after a three hours’ conflict and a heavy loss.
The loss of the British in the action is, in sir
Sidney’s letter, mixed up with the heavy loss sus-
taine({ on board the Theseus by the bursting of some
shells that had been placed on the deck for imme-
diate use. The accident alluded to was a very
serious one. On the 14th of May,at 9h, 30 m. . M.,
just as the Theseus, having on the preceding day
been detached off Casarea for the purpose, had dis-
covered, and was beginning to chase, the squadron
of M. Perrée, twenty 36-pounder, and fifty 18-pounder
shells, which had been got up and prepared for
service, in an instant, no one could tel[) how, caught
fire and exploded. The ship was presently in flames,
in the main rigging and mizen top, in the cockpit,
in the tiers, in several places about the main deck,
and in various other parts. Captain Miller bad just
run aft from the forecastle, to ascertain the cause of
the unusual bustle, when a splinter struck him in the
breast, and he fell dead on the deck. The same
was the melancholy fate of the ship’s schoolmaster,
(Thomas Segbourne,) two midshipmen, (James Mor-
rison Bigges Forbes, and Charles James Webb,) 23
seamen, one boy, and three private marines, who
were killed outright, and six seamen and three
private marines, who were drowned, by jumping over-
board ; total 40 killed and drowned. The number
wounded (the greater part of them shockingly burnt)
amounted to 47, including two lieutenants, (James
Summers and —— Beatly,) the master, (Thomas
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announced the appearance of 76 vessels, of which 1798.
number 12 were made out to be turkish men of war. 57
In the course of the day 15 other vessels hove in
sight, and followed the first to the bay of Aboukir ;
where these two divisions, along with a third not
seen from Alexandria, came to an anchor ; forming
a total of 113 vessels, including thirteen 74s, nine
frigates, and 17 gun-boats : the remainder were trans-
ports with troops. This numerous fleet was under
the command of Hassan-Bey ; and the troops, whose
reputed number was 18000, under that of Seid-Mus-
tapha-Pacha.

General Marmont, the governor of Alexandria,
as soon as he had despatched a messenger to the
commander in chief, marched with 1200 men and
five pieces of cannon towards Aboukir, to oppose
the Turks on their landing. But, meeting an express
from captain Godard, who with 300 men commanded
at Aboukir, announcing that the Turks had already
disembarked, and were now investing the fort, the
general returned to Alexandria, to await further
reinforcements. For this, general Marmont was
afterwards much blamed by Buonaparte. ¢ Avec
vos douze cents hommes,” says the latter in his
usual confident manner, ¢je serais allé jusqu'a Con-
stantinople.” *

The fort or castle of Aboukir was situated at the
extremity of a narrow neck of land upon a rock of
difficult access, and was protected on the land side
by a redoubt thrown up at the entrance of the penin-
sula. Into this redoubt captain Godard retired
with 265 men, leaving shut up in the fort the re-
maining 35, in command of an artillery-officer named
Vinache. On the 156th, at daybreak, the Turks,
assisted by their gun-boats, commenced a furious
attack upon the redoubt; which, at night, they
carried by assault, after having killed captain Go-
dard and the greater part of his men : the remainder

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome xi. p. 25.








































































CAPTAIN BOORDER AT LEMMER-TOWN. 455

much overrated. Whatever else the British gained 1799
was, oertainly, not that of which they had any reason o
to boast, l-fowever, as no blame was imputed to
them, the thanks of parliament were unanimously
voted to lieutenant-general sir Ralph Abercromby
and vice-admiral Mitchell, as well as to the officers
and men under their respective commands. Shortly
afterwards the vice-admiral received an additional
honour in the order of the Bath.

Among the operations on shore in this quarter,
the defence of Lemmer-town, West Friesland,
which had been intrusted to a detachment of seamen
and marines, 157 in number, under the command
- of captain James Boorder, of the 16-gun brig-sloop
Espiégle, must not be passed over. On the 11th of
Ooctober, at b a. M., an advanced party of French
and Batavians, consisting of one officer, one ser-
geant, ane corporal, and 28 privates, attempted to
storm the north battery. The British soon got
their opponents hetween two fires; and the seamen,
armed with their pikes, so effectually surrounded
them, that they instantly laid down their arms, with
the'loss of two privates killed. Scarcely had the
British secured their prisoners, when the enemy’s
main body, 670 in number, attacked them ; but, after
a sharp contest of four hours and a half, in which the
French and Batavians sustained a loss of five men
killed and nine wounded, the latter gave way in
every direction. The marines went in pursuit, and
certainly, if the allied forces had not broken down
a bridge in their retreat, would have taken their
stand of colours and two field-pieces. While the
fugitives were in the act of destroying the bridge,
the fire from the marines is represented to have
killed 18, and wounded 20 of their number ; making
their total loss on this occasion, 25 men killed and
29 wounded, while the British had not a man hurt.

LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS.

On the 4th of January the british bark-rigged
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plunged a half-pike into his body, and the man fell 1799.
overboard. et

The French on board the Furet now threw into
the Wolverine’s cabin windows some leather bags
filled with combustibles. These immediately set
the vessel on fire, and a blaze burst forth directly
over the magazine. While the Wolverine’s people
were occupied in extinguishing the flames, the two
luggers took the opportunity to effect their escape.
As one of them (the g‘uret, itis believed) was retiring,
she fired a shot which mortally wounded captain
Mortlock, who had previously, although he kept on
deck, been wounded in the hand, in the breast, and
in the loins. Giving the necessary orders to his
lieutenant, this brave young officer went below,
saying, “ Luff, luff, keep close to them.” He soon
afterwards fainted from loss of blood. The Wol-
verine, finding she had no chance with the luggers in
sailing, on a wind especially, bore up for Portsmouth.

The Wolverine l?ad two men killed, and eight,
including her gallant commander, wounded. Captain
Mortlock died at Portsmouth on the 10th of the
month. The loss of the privateers, as acknowledged
by themselves, was rather severe. The Furet had
five men killed, her captain and five men mortally,
and 10 men badly wounded ; the Rusé had her first
and second lieutenants, another officer, and two
seamen killed, and five mortally, and several badly
wounded.

In this affair, which was almost entirely a hand-to-
hand struggle, 70 British were opposed to at least
160 Frenchmen ; and yet the latter were compelled
to retire without effecting their object. Had the
two luggers kept off at long-shot, the Wolverine,
from the nature of her armament, must have cut them
to pieces. She was originally the merchant vessel
Rattler, of London, measuring 286 tons, and was
purchased, in order to be fitted with guns upon cap-
tain Schank’s principle. Accordingly, on the 22d
of February, 1798, the Wolverine, as she had then
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southward, and the larger, which was distant from 1799.
the Deedalus about six miles, bearing away north. ‘g’
west. The Deedalus immediately bore up after the
large ship; which, at about 10 A. w., put right be-
fore the wind, and was followed by the Deedalus
under all sail. At 3 p. M. the Prudente hoisted her
colours, and opened a fire from her stern-chasers.
At 10 minutes past noon the Prudente shortened
sail, bauled to the wind on the larboard tack, and
fired a broadside at the Deedalus ; who, by this time,
bad shortened sail to her topsails. At 25 minutes
past noon the british frigate bore up across the stern
of the french frigate, within half pistol-shot, and,
after pouring in a raking broadside, luffed up under
her lee. Tie two ships, thus side by side, com-
menced an animated interchange of broadsides; and,
in a quarter of an hour, the mizenmast of the Pru-
dente fell over her quarter. The latter, neverthe-
less, continued the cannonade until 1h. 21 m. p. M.
when, being much cut up in masts, rigging, and sails,
and considerably shattered in hull, the Prudente
struck her colours. ’
The damages done to the Deedalus were of com-
paratively trifling amount. Her main stay was cut
thmngh, and her running rigging and many of herlower
shrouds injured ; but her hull was scarcely touched.
Out of a crew of 212 men and boys, she had one
seaman and' one marine killed, and 11 seamen and
one marine wounded. The Prudente was much
shattered in both hull and masts, and, out of a crew,
a8 deposed by her officers, of 301 men and boys,
(four less than the number stated in captain Baﬂ’s
letter,) lost 27 officers and menkilled and 22 wounded.

COMPARATIVE FORCE OF THE COMBATANTS.
D/EDALUS. PRUDENTE.

. No. 19 15
Broadside-guns. . ........ Ibs. 246 214
Crew ..........c.vvvnnnn. No. 212 301
Size .iiiiiiiiiiiineen . tons 703 920

The slight disparity in the broadside weight of
metal by no means equals the disparity in execution.
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a ship of 56 guns would have been,) and to have 1799.
mounted 44, consisting of 24 and 18 pounders, was
certainly destroyed, among many other ships, by the
british forces. But, turning to a french navy-list of
1778, we find the Bricole flite, of 24 guns; which
may have been a reduced 60-gun ship. The non-
appearance of that ship’s name in a french list of
January, 1783, added to the certainty that several
french ships of war had been purcﬂased by the
Americans, and were actually among those destroyed
at Charlestown, strengthens the supposition, that
the 74 on the stocks at Portsmouth, New-Hampshire,
in May, 1778, and that presented to the king of
France in September, 1782, weré one and the same
vessel. The peace that took place, about five months
after this present had been made by America to
France, readily enabled the new ship to cross the
Atlantic to a french port; but, owing to her compa-
ratively small size and light armament, and perhaps,
in part, to the perishab%e materials of her frame,
the America does not appear to have lived long
enough to be of service in the war by which that
peace was succeeded.

The low ebb of the treasury and the tranquil state
of the republic occasioned the navy to dwindle,
until the conduct of the Algerines in 1794 stimulated
congress, on the 27th of March in that year, to order
the construction and equipment of four ships of 44,
and two of 36 guns, to be ready to protect american
commerce in the Mediterranean.

‘Wehavereasonto think that the armamentoriginally
intended for each of these classes was as follows :

The 44. The 36.
No. Pdrs. No. Pdrs.
Main deck ............ 30 long 24 28 long 18
Quarterdeck and forecastle| 14 ,, 18 s , 12
44 36
Carronades ............ 12 12
56 48

Subsequently the carronades (42 and 32 pounders)
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was boarded, and after a sharp struggle of 20 1799.
minutes carried, by the british crew. The Africa’s \;;f'
two consorts, in the mean time, had continued stand-
ing on towards the shore, which, when the action
ended, was only three miles distant; and they even-
tually effected their escape.

The Espoir’s loss on this occasion amounted to
two seamen killed, and two wounded. That of the
Africa amounted to one officer and eight seamen
killed, her commander, two other officers, and 25
seamen wounded.

The british 74-gun ship Majestic, captain Robert
Cuthbert, was in sight during the action, but, being
between five and six miles to-leeward, had of course
no share in it. Captain Subjado, while he lay
wounded in the Espoir’s cabin, told captain Sanders,
that he fully expected to have carried the Espoir
into Malaga. Upon the whole, the result of the
action was highly creditable to the officers and crew
of the british brig. :

In the month of June, 1798, we left rear-admiral Juse.
Sercey at Batavia, whither he had just arrived from
the Isle of France in the Brille-Gueule corvette.*
Of the subsequent cruises and performances of
several of his frigates, we have since given some
account. The Forte herself now demands our atten-
tion. Sometime in the latter end of the year 1798,
this formidable french frigate, commanded by cap-
tain Beaulieu-le-Long, sailed from the Isle of France
on a cruise in the bay of Bengal. The depredations
committed by the Forte on eastern commerce soon
attracted attention; and on the 19th of February
the british 38-gun frigate Sibylle, captain Edward
Cooke, sailed from Madras road in quest of her.
On the 23d the Sibylle fell in with a cartel, bound
. to Madras, having on board some english prisoners
taken out of one of the Forte's prizes, and on the 26th
anchored in Balasore road. While lying here, captain
Cooke despatched his boats for information to some

* See p. 316.
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and one of the prizes opened her fire; but still the 1799
Sibylle, as a proof of the judgment of her com- ‘Fp.
mander and the steadiness of her crew, reserved
her fire for a shorter and more effective distance.

The patience of the latter, however, was put to
no longer a trial than until the Forte passed abaft
the beam of their ship; when, at three quarters past
midnight, the Sibylle put her helm up, and fired the
whole of her larboard broadside into the Forte’s
stern, at less than pistol-shot distance ; so close, in-
deed, that the french ship’s spanker-boom was
scarcely cleared. Luffing quickly up, the Sibylle
was presently close alongside her antagonist to-lee-
‘ward, and poured in a second broadside as well di-
rected as the previous raking one. The bearing u
of the Sibylle had been so sudden and unexpected,
that several of the Forte’s larboard or weather
guns went off after the former had passed to lee-
ward.

Thus this furious night-action commenced. For
nearly the first hour, during which the two ships
lay broadside to broadside at a distance that never
exceeded point-blank musket-range and was some-
times much nearer, the Forte returned a spirited,
but far too elevated and consequently an almost
harmless fire. At 1h. 30m. A. M. on the 1lst of March.
March captain Cooke was mortally wounded by a
grape-shot, and the command devolved upon lieu-
tenant Lucius Hardyman. About ten minutes after
captain Cooke had been carried below, captain
Davies of the army, an aide-de-camp of lord Mor-
nington’s and a volunteer on this occasion, while
encouraging the men at the quarterdeck guns, of
some of which he had charge, was killed by a cannon-
shot that nearly severed his body. At this time
the fire from the Forte began to slacken, and at 2 h.
30 m. A. M. entirel cease(Ea

On this the Sibylle discontinued her fire, and hailed
to know if her antagonist had struck. Receiving
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had shivered {o atoms a large trunk and a smaller 1799
one mear it, carried away two legs of a sofa, and yog
passed out through the ship’s side.

Before stating the Sibylle’s loss of men, it will be
necessary for us to show what number were on
board at the commencement of the action. Owing
to sickness, the Sibylle’s original crew, according to
a muster taken four days before the action, had
been reduced to 221 officers and seamen, 10 boys
and nine marines ; and many of these were scarcely
well enough to go to quarters. To make up the
deficiency, the governor-general of India sent on
board the Sibylle a detachment of the Scotch bri-
g‘ade; and some officers and men belonging to the

ox, including lieutenant James Hingston Tuckey,
also joined the Sibylle out of a ﬁrize which they
had brought to Madras; thus making the super-
numeraries amount to 131, and the total of men and
boys on board to 371. Of these the Sibylle had
captain Davies, (already described as one of the earl
of Morningtow’s aides-de-camp,) one seaman, one
marine, and two soldiers killed, and captain Caoke,
(mortally,) 15 seamen, and one soldier wounded;
total, five killed and 17 wounded.

When lieutenant Nicholas Manger, third of the
Sibylle, with his boat’s crew, went on board the
Forte, the scene of wreck and carnage that pre-
sented itself to their view was such, by all ac-
count, as no other persons than the actual spec-
tators could form an adequate idea of. A summary
on our part must suffice. The bowsprit had gone
close to the figure-head, the foremast one foot above
the forecastle, the mainmast 18 feet above the
quarterdeck, and- the mizenmast 10 feet above the
poop. As the masts-had fallen with all the sails
set, it was remarked that the three topsails were
very slightly injured; the Sibylle’s shot had taken
"a lower and more fatal direction. All the boats,
boowms, the wheel, capstan, binnacle, and other ar-
ticles on deck were cut to pieces. A most extra-
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to rely more upon the account that gives 370 as the 1799
number on board ; because we believe that the offi- yuen.
cers deposing, if officers at all, were not of a rank to

" be entitled to implicit credit, or even to be well
informed, in a matter of this nature; especially,
where so many draughts had been made fll?om the
crew into prizes, including two a few hours only
before the action commenced.

We are not quite certain as to the propriety of

considering the Forte’s two english 24-pounders as
part of her broadside-guns. 'We doubt, unless they
were of a much shorter pattern than common, whether
they could be used otherwise than as chase-guns.
It appears, however, that the Forte was subse-
quently established with 30 guns for her main deck ;
hence we must conclude that she had broadside ports
to fit them to.

COMPARATIVE FORCE OF THE COMBATANTS.
SIBYLLE. | FORTE.

. No. 24 26
Broadside-guns .............. {lbs. 508 604
Crew .....cciceencncntocnnnns No. 371 370
SiZe ...ttt iiiiiciieeen tons 1091 1401

Here, in point of guns, is a slight superiority on
the part of the french frigate ; bu still the issue of
the combat is far less surprising than that, after a
close engagement of two hours, the british frigate
should have escaped with so trifling a loss. Several
cduses, we believe, combined to produce this dis-
parity in execution. We must consider, in spite of
some assertions to the contrary, that the Forte was
in an unprepared state when she wore to attack the
Sibylle. Either her people mistook the latter, in
the dark, for an indiaman, and were only undeceived
when the Sibylle’s raking broadside laid so many of
them low; or, as some of the english prisoners on
board afterwards stated, the Frenchmen knew the
ship advancing to be the Sibylle, but, on account of
their superiority of force, expected to make of her
an easy conquest.

VOL. II 21
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1799.  An officer present in the action, and whose name,
Mo, were we permitted to use it, would give to his
remarks tenfold the weight of any thing we could
offer, has thus accounted for the bad gunnery ex-
hibited by the Forte’s men: ‘ The only
reason that can be given for their ill-directed fire,
(for they had trained artillerymen stationed at
every gun,) is that, from being always used to ele-
vate their guns for point-blank range, or about a
mile, on a level, they never considered that their
shot would naturally pass over a low object so
much nearer to them.” To this may undoubtedly
be added, the destructive and appalling effects of
the Sibylle’s first two broadsides, and the early fall
of the Forte’s brave captain and his first lieutenant;
a loss the more sensibly felt by her men on account
of the absence in prizes of several of her officers.
For their most excellent gunnery, the greatest
credit is due to the crew of the Sib;{le; pot forget-
ting their officers, by whose practical instructions,
constantly applied, they had become such pro- '
ficients. We must not pass over without notice
(especially as none is taken of them in the gazette-
letter) the officers and wmen of the Scotch brigade.
These, during the action, were stationed on the
gangways, quarterdeck, and forecastle; and the
effects of their unremitting fire were seen in innw-
merable bullet-holes all along the Forte’s topsides,
and were felt, we doubt not, by many a poor fellow
who, as is customary with the French, was employed
in loading his gun on the outside of the ship. °
It is singular that the Forte, as far as was ob-
served, used no musketry in the action; and, al
though she had on board a variety of destructive
missiles, such as hand-grenades, langridge, and
rockets with barbs intended to fix upon and set fire
to the sails and rigging, these also remained unused.
In conclusion, we will say, that the action of the
Sibylle and Forte was gallantly fought on both
sides, but skilfully fought on one side only; the
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weaker side, and, by the due exercise of that very 1799.
skill, the one which was ultimately successful. vy

The Forte’s stream-anchor, (all her bower-cables
had been cut through by shot,)after it had been let go,
fell foul of the wreck of the foremast and bowspnt;
and lieutenant Manger was obliged, for the safety of
the ship, to clear the stream-anchor from the wreck,
which could only be done by slipping the cable.
The Sibylle now sent the end of her bower-cable to
the prize; and the Forte, in the course of a few
minutes rode by the Sibylle’s anchor.

During the action the Sibylle had been too much
occupied to dpa{' any attention to the Forte’s two
srizes. At daylight these were seen lying to, hull-

own to-windward. By way of decoying them down,
french colours over english were hoisted on board the
Sibylle, and, upon the stumps of the Forte’s mizen-
mast, french colours only. Presently the Morning-
ton bore down. On observing this the Sibylle, who
had already repaired her rigging forward where it
had been most damaged, and bent new sails, began
tting under way; but the few hands remaining on

oard after having manned the Forte being greatl
fatigued, as well with their last night’s hard wor‘yc
in making the latter their prize as with the loss of
rest from having slept nowhere but at their quar-
ters since their departure from Madras, were a
" longer time than usual in performing their task. In
the mean time the Mornington, having arrived within
long gun-shot, discovered her mistake. She imme-
diately tacked and stood away, under a heavy press
of saii to rejoin the Endeavour, to whom she made
signals apprizing her of the danger. Lying di-
rectly on the weather bow of the Forte, the Sibylle
was delayed some minutes in making sail. ‘At
length she cleared her prize, and set all sail on her
fore and mizen masts, but very little upon her main-
mast on account of its wounds. No sooner was the
mizen topsail full, than the cross-jack yard went.
Hence, after about an ho2nr’s2 chase, and the discharge
1
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1799. they drew, with the wind right down- the channel,

Aug. and only room for either, in tacking, to go twice her
length, the Pylades and Espiégle found a very diffi-
cult navigation. At length they arrived within
pistol-shot of the Crash, and, in conjunction with the
Courier, opened a heavy fire upon her. It was not,
however, until she had sustained that fire for nearly
50 minutes, that the Crash struck her colours.

The Pylades and Espi¢gle were greatly damaged
in their rigging and yards. The latter, as well as the
Courier, escaped without any loss; but the Pylades
had one seaman killed and two wounded. Although
captains M‘Kenzie and Boorder each wrote an offi-
cial letter on the subject of this action, and concur
in representing the long and obstinate defence made
by the Crash, they neither mention her loss, which
must have been severe, nor the name of the officer
who had fought so bravely against a force so de-
cidedly superior.

- Previously to the attack of the Crash, the boats of
captain Sotheron’s two frigates, and of the Pylades
and Espiégle, had been scnt to cut out an armed
schooner that lay to the eastward of a sand, and
could not be otherwise approached. The schooner
ran herself on shore, and opened a heavy fire on the
boats, by which one man was killed. The boats theu
returned to their ships.

On the 12th, at 3¢, v, having fitted out the Crash,
and armed a schuyt, which the boats had recentlr
cut out, with two 12-pounder carronades, also the
launches of the Latona and Pylades each with one,
captain M‘Kenzic despatched them, accompanied by
all the other boats of the ships, some armed with
swivels, others only with small-arms, under the
orders of lieutenant James Slade, first of the Latona,
assisted by lieutenant Salusbury Pryce Humphrevs.
who commanded the schuyt, to attack the dutch
schooner Vengeance, of six guns, two of them lone
24-pounders, and a large row-boat, both moored
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Vestale, although her established complement was 1799.
at least 276, had on board when the action com- ‘a':
menced, no more than 230 men. Of these the french
frigate lost 10 seamen and marines killed, and two
officers and 20 seamen and marines wounded: one
officer and several of the seamen afterwards died of
their wounds.

If the Sagesse withdrew owing, not to the de-
fection of her own, but to the command of the
Vestale’s captain, the latter must have formed a very
erroneous judgment of the relative strength of him-
self and his opponent. The Clyde would not have
been overmatched, nor would captain Cunninghant
have declined fighting, had the two french ships
united their strength against him.

The comparative force of the two combatants has
already appeared in that of the Révolutionnaire and
Unité.* aplfe Seahorse and Sensible were also simi-
larly matched. Circumstanced therefore as he was,
captain Gaspard behaved with commendable gal-
lantry, and, as well as his officers and crew, merited
the most honourable acquittal for the loss of the
Vestale. Nor could the french captain have a bet-
ter witness in his favour than captain Cunningham;
who, in his modestly-written official letter, passes a
very high encomium on the behaviour of his anta-
gonist.

Having secured his prize, captain Cunningham
directed%:is attention towards her late consort ; but,
availing herself of the vicinity of the Gironde, the
Sagesse had already effected her escape. Although
a fine frigate of 946 tons, the Vestale, in her two
rough encounters, first with the Terpsichore, and now
with the Clyde, had received too much injury to be
repaired with advantage. The captured frigate,
therefore, was not purchased for the use of the
british navy. Since the capture of the Réunion by
the Crescent, and of the Unité by the Révolutipnnaire,

* See vol.i. p.460.
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The Speedy’s vigorous attack had created such a 1799
panic on board the gun-boats, that they remained Nov.
three days under Fort Barbary, and then bore up for
Malaga, instead of standing across to Algesiras;
thus leaving the trade through the Straits unmolested
for two months, at the end of which the Spaniards,
having recovered from their alarm, managed to get
back to their port.

Among the many weary hours to which a naval
life is subject, none surely can equal those passed
on board a stationary flag-ship; especially in a port
where there is a constant egress and regress of
cruisers, some sailing forth to seek prizes, others
returning with prizes already in their possession.
During the whole of the year 1797, and the greater

art of 1798, the 54-gun ship Abergavenny, as she
ay moored in Port—%t)yal arbour, Jamaica, daily
exposed her officers and men to these tantalizin
torments. At length it was suggested, that a sm
tender, sent off the east end of the island, or even
into Cow bay scarcely out of sight of the harbour,
might acquire for the parent-ship some share of the
honours that were reaping by the cruisers around
her. A 38-gun frigate’s launch having been obtained,
and armed with a swivel in the bow, the next dif-
ficulty was to"ind an officer who, to a willingness,
could add the other requisites, for so perilous and
uncomfortable a service. It was not every man who
would like to be cramped up night and day in an
open boat, exposed to all kinds of weather, as well
as to the risk of being captured by some of the many
picaroons that infested the coast.

An acting lieutenant of the Abergavenny, one, on
whom nature had conferred an ardent mind, habit, an
indifference about personal comfort, and 18 or 20
years of active service, an experience in all the duties
of his profession, cheerfully consented to take charge
of the cruiser-boat. Mr. Michael Fitton soon gave
proofs of his fitness for the task he had undertaken ;
and the crew of the Abergavenny could now and

2.2
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1799. suring 625 tons, and was esteemed one of the fastest
‘5= sailing privateers out of France. This was only
her second cruise : in her former one she had taken
29 valuable prizes. It was a singular coincidence,
not merely that the Bordelais was constructed by
the same builder who had constructed the Révoln
tionnaire, but that the builder, at a splendid dinner
given by the owners of the Bordelais to her officers
soon after the termination of her first trip, should
have said, ‘‘ England has not a cruiser that will
ever touch her except the Révulutionnaire ; and,
should she ever fall in with that frigate in blowing
- weather, and be under her lee, she will be taken™®
The Bordelais was added to the british navy by the
same name, and established with 22 carronades,
32-pounders, and two long nines, and a complement

of 195 men and boys.

On the 12th of October, at 10 p. m., the british ship
sloop Trincomalé, of 16 guns, probably 6-pounders,
and about 100 men and boys, captain John Rowe
eruising in the Straits of Babelmandel, fell in with
the french ship-privateer Iphigénie, of 22 gum.
(16 long 8 and 6 pounders, and four 36-pounder
brass carronades,) captain Mabroux. A smart er
gagement immediately ensued, and was warmly mair
tained for two hours, when the combatants fell o
board each other. Captain Mabroux, placing grea
confidence in the number of his crew, had had tk

Iphigénie’s studdingsail-booms rigged out, and grap
Eiug irons placed at their extremities, ready to

oard ; when, suddenly, the Trincomalé, by some
accident, blew up, leaving alive of her officers an
crew only one scaman and one lascar.

As the ships, at the time of the explosion, touched
each other, the shock stove in the side of the pr-
vateer, and forced the main and mizen masts clear
out of her. Ina very few minutes the Iphigénie wen
down, and along with her, about 115 officers anl

* Marshall, vol. ii. p. 205.
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and second captains, and six seamen wounded, four 1799.

of them dangerously. -
This was a very spirited little affair, and ranks

with the Courier and Guerrier as to the near equa-

lity of the match. Moreover it was, as will be re-

collected, the second occasion where the Viper

cutter, under the same commander, had captured

a french privateer of equal force.*

COLONIAL EXPEDITIONS.—WEST INDIES.

On the 31st of July an expedition jntended to act Juy.
against the dutch island of Surinam, composed of
the 9&%un ship Prince-of-Wales, captain Adrian
Renou, bearing the flag of vice-admiral lord Hugh
Seymour, 74-gun shnp Invincible, captain William
Cayley, four frigates, one 20-gun ship, and one gun-
brig, baving on board a body of troops commanded
ﬁeutenant-general Trigge, sailed from Port-Royal
bay Martinique.

On the 11th of August the expedition made the aug.
coast of Surinam to-windward of the river of that
name, and on the 16th, in the afternoon, stood in
and came to an anchor off the mouth of the river.
A summons was immediately seut in to the governor
of the colony, who requested and received 48 hours
to consider of the proposals. On the 18th the dutch
governor consented to treat; and on the 19th, on
account of the shallowness of the water, the troops
were removed from the two line-of-battle ships to
the frigates. This done, the latter, with the ad-
miral and general on board of one of them, weighed
and Eroceeded to a fresh anchorage about two miles
up the river,

In this situation the british squadron continued
until the night of the 20th, when the capitulation
was returned finally ratified and confirmed by the
governor ; and on the following day, the 21st, Fort

* See p. 118.
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1799, ﬁow-.m&am Y

Ang.

garrison, numberi
were regulars, m:
war. On the 22d
cluding the town ¢
colony, were taki
whole of Surinam

. Britain.

The only vessels of wai
river, were the french shif
long 8-pounders,* and the «

- phaan, of 16 long 6-pound

added to the british navy;
name, and the former by'th
whose waters she had been

: K RAST INDIRS,
‘Although, from its situation, not a place at the
treduction of which the british navy could cooperste,
yet, as the capital of an immense territory, and the
residence of a powerful and enterprising chief al-
ready named in these pages, the fortress of Se-
ringapatam claims to have its surrender noticed.
he british and native troops assembled for the
reduction of this important fortress were commanded
by lieutenant-general Harris; and on the 30th of
April the batteries of the former began to batter in

. breach. On the 3d of May a breach was reported

practicable; and on the 4th the capital of Mysore
was carried by assault, with a loss to the british
and native troops of 83 killed, (13 only of the latter,)
297 wounded, and six missing. Among the killed
in defending Seringapatam, was the sultan Tippoo-
Saib, whose body, after a long search, was Found
under a heap of slain in one of the gateways.

* So, with the usual substitution of 9 for 8 pounders, repre.
sented in lord Hugh's letter ; but as the ship was only 413 touns,
we consider that the guns were either fewer in number, or of a
lighter caliber, probably 6-pounders,
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Several of the gallant Tippoo’s chiefs and head
men fell on the same occasion.

Among the numerous prisoners taken in the for-
tress were a few french officers; and, among Tip-
poo’s papers, was found the clearest evidence of
the good understanding that had subsisted between
the deceased sultan and the french government;
and this even while Tippoo was negotiating, in
seeming heartiness and good faith, with the earl of
Mornington. Of the origin and ill success of a pre-
vious application on the part of the sultan for a
supply of french troops, we have already given some
account.* By the documents found at Tippoo-Saib’s
death, it appears that the french government was
also to supply him with naval officers, who were to
receive a large agay; that Mangalore was to be
Tippoo’s principal seaport, and that Goa and even
Bombay were to have been attacked; the first of
which settlements, on their anticipated easy reduc-
tion, was to be retained by Tippoo, and the latter
to be given up to the French.

* See p. 306.

1799.
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APPENDIX.

No.1l. Seep.l.

A list of ships of the line and frigates, late belonging to the french

navy, captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally
burnt, during the year 1796.

Name. How, when, and where lost.

Wrecked, December 16, on the
gun-ship . Grand Stevenet, in going out

74 .. Séduisant.......... of Brest. About 680 of her
1300 seamen and troops pe-

. rished. -
guo-frig. Foundered, December 30, off
“ .. Scévola e the coast of Ireland. Crew
saved by the french 74 Révo-
44 lution.

++ Impatiente

Wrecked, at same time, on the
soes Mizen-head ; crew, except

seven, perished.
. Captured, June13, by the Dryad
(Z) Proserpine ........ gb', off Cape-Cleaz ya
40 Captured, April 22, by the In-
Ceerneee defatigable and squadron, off
the Lizard.

Destroyed, August 22, after be-
ing run on shore, on the coast
of France, by sir J. B. War-
ren’s squadron.

Captured, July 12, by the Al-
(D) Renommée ..... Xy i fred 74, off St-Domingo.

> Virginie ..

r .. Andromaque ......

, Captured, same day, by the Uni-
36< 2 Tribune ssescsesone (l:om 82, oﬁ‘lrel):;ndY
Captured, April 13, by the Ré-

volutionnaire 38, (other fri-
gates in company,) off the
coast of France.
Captured, December 13, by the
- Vestale .......... Terpsichore 3%, near Cadiz,
but recaptured next 1(llag.‘m
. Captured, June 7, by the ta-
32 (H) Tamise ............ Rf&l‘gﬂl’it& 36, off Ireland.

(1) Nemesis Captured, March 9, by a british
98{

» Unité .....

te squadron, near Tunis.
Captured, April 20, by the In-
PR 0] 117 constant 36, in the Mediter-
ranean,
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(Z) Cubthdf vovveevoss-
(B) Tholen..

es 080

[(G) Jason ,.........

1]

36 (H) AtB0.evvvvvarinnn.

- 2 zephyr............

(I) Sirdpe ......
(X) Bellona .....

e Thetis 000essssgeee

1] ‘;*
. - " 2
-~ -’ A K Y
846 o APPENDIX.
L ton Sl A2

Alhtofsh:psoﬂhelinend—ﬂg*;hu

4 Davy, captured, destroyed, Mmﬁ,hg

bmt,duﬂngtheymlm e

: , lhuu. o - Hm-h-anl'h-lﬂ-
.n--l-ip t 17, by viee-
) F(P) Mmoqqibol.- c‘?m%m'.m

) » teesacnsns dHronattbC-poofGood
844 o vice-od-
CIRNY S - com-
=N, Beatand LGl . war at

. rererses been de- .

.3._‘“ ,(T) M-Qnt-oglbngab “ '
LA ’ ...Oi th

-i;-."ﬂ' since the

: the ‘
=, v-n.'rm!;:?......{ a8’ Dor-

August. 17, ss Dor-
&e.

e,

Captured, August 17, as Dor-
drecht, &e.

Captured, June 8, by her crew

" mutinying and carrying her
into Greenock ; where the
18- n bri -sloop Pelican

possesuon of her.

Captured May 13, by the Phe-

" nix 36, and other ships, in
the North Sea.

Captured, in March, by the An-

romeds 32, and two sloops,

in the Frith of Forth ; where
she was lying, unappnzed of
hostilities.

Captured, August 17, as Dor-
dl’echt &c.

Captured, April 23, by the Bri-
tish at the surrender of De-
merary.
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No. 3. See p. 1.

A list of ships of the line and frigates, late belonging to the spanish
navy, captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally
burnt, during the year 1796.

Name. How, when, and where lost.

Captured, December 20, by the
40 ., Sabina............ Minerve 38, off Carthagena,
but recaptured on the fol-
lowing day.
Captured, October 13, by the
34 (D) Mahonesa ......... Terpsichore 32, near Cape de
Gata, Mediterranean.

An abstract of french, dutch, and spanish ships of the line and
frigates, captured, &c. during the year 1796.

Lost through Lost through Total  Total

sdded
the enemy. mij\mt- tothe tothe

\ F.D.&.8. british
Capt. Dest. a'recked. Foundered. Burnt. navies. navy,

— p— — P ey s em—

Shipsof the lne {F&-  op oo 11y
Fr. 9 1 1 1 . 12 8

Fﬁgltel sseeeeq Du. 11 oo .o . 11 10
Sp. 2 .. . . 2 1
TMI.II'..O'I.lttzs l 2 l o0 29 22

282



B4s APPRNDIY; »
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.No.4. Seep,l. )
A list of slitpé and veluh,hto iothbdthh
ibuired;: destroyed, -'Lu,
dnﬁngﬂnyurl‘l”. - -_
Newe, T‘(cui-mnlc_. Imlh.nl.i.lt‘.
—— —— - ————
gwnablp 1o

"‘m i“'h;oa‘ano'nn M‘

q

54 (8) Malaber.......Thoma:

(”) Wu o m‘.

©) Bonb-y-cutlc '!'homu

“ mm’“"' wm

r&)m Iohm

(C) M-ul-oc-oJﬁhﬂW‘

(D) Réunion. ..., H.W. B:

(&) Active...... Edw.Le'

32
L ,, Amphion...,. Israel Pellew........{

28 (F) Hussar..se.. James Colnett. .0.00.

%n p.'shi

(0)&arcims..‘.. Percy Fraser.....s. .
s-h slp.

8 (R “Cormorant. . +.Thomas Gott ... e. ..

Burnt by accident and blown
up, September 22, in Ha-
moaze, Plymouth ; -nd most
of the crew penshed

Wrecked, December 27, on the

coast of France : crev saved.

‘Wrecked, October 3, on Sandy

key, Vew-Proﬂdenoe crew
saved.

Burnt by accident and blown
up, December 24, at Port-au-

Prince, St.-Donu:so crew

except 20,

‘Wrecked, June 10, on the

16 (T) Arad........ Stephen Seymour......

fo't

1

(Y) Curlew oe+s +. Fran, Ventris Field....

(a) Scourge..... . William Stap .ccep. ..

19 Siréne, o o 00040 Daniel Guerin «s44, n{

Penmarcks near Bmt crew
saved.

Foundered,December 3! »in t.he

North Sea: crew
Foundered, date unknown, ol'
the coast of Holland : crew

saved.
Wrecked, date unknown, in

the Bay of Honduras: crew
perished



APPENDIX. 549

No. 4—continued

Name, Coramander. How, when, and where lost."

‘Wrecked, date unknown, on
the Farmer-rock, Kinsale:
crew saved.

g bg. {
{Foundered, date unknown, in

slp.
16 ‘(,u) Trompeuse . ., James R. Watson...

the Florida gulf: crew pe-
rished.

Foundered, November 3, on
the coast of Holland : crew
perished.

{Captured, October 2, by a
r

{ (b) Bermuda. + s, Thomas Maxtone.. .
14

s, Helena ...... Jeremiah J. Symons.

n-brig. .

";0 zl) Experiment. .. George Hayes. .... spanish squadron in the Me-

diterranean.

Wrecked, in November, on
the coast of Dominica : crew
saved.

Wrecked, in November, at

” Vanneau , .« [Xx) John Gourly veoves Porto-Ferujo, Mediterra-

(m) Berbice. +«v4eo John Trefahar. .o..
8
nean : crew saved.

ABSTRACT.
Lost through " Lost through
the enemy. u:chgent.

Capt. Dest. Wrecked. Foundered, Bumt,  Total.
Sllip‘oftheline...u.uu.... .e .o 2 .
” under the lige ¢esveseone 1 e 11

Totaleeeseeesse 1 2o 13

ale
WIN.—I
B8 wl

No. 6. Seep. 2.

For the pay and maintenance of 100000 seamen  &£. 2 d.
and 20000 marines ; also the expense of
sea-ordnance............ce00ne0e..... 6240000 O O

»» the ordinary expenses of the navy, including
the half-pay to sea and marine officers .. 653578 1 7
» the extraordinaries; including the building
and repairing of ships, and other extra
WOrK ... ieiiuivinriiinnneasoninnione

Towards defraying the expenses, and preventing
the increase of the debt of the navy...... 5000000 O O

To defray the expense to be incurred by in-

crease to the pay of the seamen and marines,
and by the proposed issue of full allowance of
Provisions, .. vovevevereresennansocoeaes 472000

Total supplies granted for the sea-service, ,,s€13133673 1 7

768100 0 O



‘The order of battle was reversed : hence, thé starboard diviston
led. Buteaversl of the ships were out of their places,
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No. 7. See p, 105.

The following statement contains the names of the dutch ships
in the order in which they were drawn up in line, together with

" their respective tonnages and complements, and, as far as they
can be ascertained, the principal damages and loss sustained by
the ships.

' ] Loss.
SHIPS, Tons, Principal Damages. ";ﬂ:'_

ment| K, | W,

Beschermer...,{ 1052 |Probably not much damaged in
J hull or spars. ....ec000000..| 350
Gelykheid® .. ..] 1305 |Believed not to have been dis-
masted ; but uncertain. ......| 450 | 40 b4
Hercules®. .. ..] 1266 [Hull torn to pieces, and much
burnt near the stern. Mizen-
mast shot away, and all spars,
J &c. much cutieeeyeeen,.aoe.| 450
Devries® cseees] 1360 [I- the same state of uncertainty
as Gelykheid ..............| 450
Vryheid. ¢«.o0s.| 1562 [Hull riddled, so as to be scarce-
ly seaworthy; and all three
masts shot away by the board.| 550 | 1 b4
IStates-General..| 1560 |Hull a good deal hit : wheel shot
away : spars, &c. wounded...| 550 | 20 40
Wassenaer®....| 1269 [Uncertain.....coeeeeecrseess| 450
Batavier.......| 1048 |Very trifling, it is believed. ....| 850 :
Brutus.ccceueef 1560 Ditto. eovevseveereancevecss.| 550 | 10 50
1307 Ditto. csvevecccreccscesacees] 450
1357 |[Mizenmast shot away ........| 400 14
1317 |No damage of any consequence. | 450
1559 [Hull greatly shattered. Main
and mizen madsts shot away.
Other masts, &c. cut to pieces.| 550 b b
Haerlem ¢ es..] 1324 Pitto: also main topmast and
mizen mast shot awWay. ... .. 450 1 b
Alkmaar®. ....| 1041 [Hull much cut up : mizen ma:
. and main topmast shot away,
1 fore and main masts fell after-|
WArds.cecoessecssisccnnne s 350 26 62
Delft®.cccs0000| 1050 {Hull sorn to pieces.. veeseeve .| 375 43 76

20937 7175 | 490 | 580
Monnikendam frigate® .... 50 40

O -
©

Total, as published, in gross, in a french newspaper. ..| 540 | 620

The ships marked *, were captured; the mark t in the loss de-
notes that the amount was great, but, as well as where a blank
appears, is unascertainable.



Destroyed, April 17, after being
f run on shore, by the Thun-
Hermi . .! derer and Valiant 74s, off St.-
.. Hermione.......... Domingo. Misnamed Har-
monie in the official account
and in Steel.

. - - - g Captured, December 22, by the

(D)Nél‘é!de. teevsscen s thbe f:!’ig&te, Oﬂ' §icily.
L .. Surveillante +....... {W;‘;‘fe"’ in Junuary, in Bantry

364
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No. 9.

553

See p. 158.

A list of ships of the line and frigates, late belonging to the dutch
navy, captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally

burnt, during the year 1797.

Name,

gun-ship L -
,"{ (O) Jupiter .....cv...

s Vryheid..........
(P) Devries ...cvve.e.
» Gelykheid ........
,» Haerlem.....c0...
5» Hercules ,.......
Wassenaer........
Akmm.‘.‘..l.-.

»”

so{ O B

How, when, and where lost.

Captured, October 11, by admi-
ral Duncan, off Camperdown.

The Delft foundered on her
way into port.



us.to. Gbe ¥ M8,

&%Md’ ﬁflhuni
*}fm»
burnt, during the

) ,nl‘ R
ua{ ({{)

34 <

Y .. Santa-Cecilia......{

i P

LN l:a.f(-ﬂ.})u'a Y IS

i

Destroyed, along with San-Vin-
cente, &c.

An abstract of french, dutch, and spanish ships of the line and
frigates, captured &c. during the year 1797.

Lost through
the enemy.

Capt, Dest, QVrecked Fon-dored Burnt.

Fr. . ..
Ships of the line { Du. 7
Sp. 5

Fr. 3 2
2
1

Totaleesssssseal8

Lost through
u:cxdent

oo
(X3

1

1

’

Total
lost

to the
F.D. &S,

Davies,

8l wow o |

| e et

-
-
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No. 11. See p. 152.

A list of ships and vessels, late belonging to the british navy,
captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt,
during the year 1797.

Name, Commander. - ' How, when, and where lost,

gon-frig. - — —_— —tag—

38 () Artois ... .Sir Edmund Nagle.... {wmg:!y 31,00 the const

W?Ckull:’ January 14, on the
s rench coast, near isle Bas :
(C) Amazon..,. Rt Carthew Reyno! crew saved, but made pri-
36 soners.
Wrecked, November 16, off
(D) Tribune.o .. SCOY,' Barkerssssccee Halifax,Nova-Scotia : Crew,
- except seven, perished.
Captured, Septemberg?, by hee
crew mutinying and carryi
her into Ly.ms :ﬁ
America.
Wrecked, in April, at the
28 (Z) Tartar ....hob. Chas. Elphinstone island of St.-Domingo : crew

saved.
g. sh.slp. . Foundered, date unknown, in
(U) Swift.s«+s Thomas Hayward .. .. the China seas: crew pe-

32 (H) Hermione.,Hugh Pigot «esveess uira, Soul

1 rished.
recked, December 27, on
Hog-island, off Virginia:
crew, except five, saved.
Wrecked, date unknown, near
Oporto : crew perished.
Foundered, January 2, off the
Shannon : crew perished.
l’ounderedz in January, at seat

(n Hunter «sso Tudor Tucker seeeee

8. bg. slp.
' {V(a) Fortune.... Valentine Collard....

16 Vipére, ..., Hen, Harding Parker

14 (b) Hm..;.WﬂﬁmMnho..-.u crew

1 rished.

4 Poundered, date unknown, at
sea: crew perished.

Captured, in December, off
Dungeness, by two french
row-boats.

Caftnred, in May, in the West
ndies, by the French.
Destroyed, July 24, in front of

Resolution .. William Hugget. .« ..

(g) Growler. ..John Hollingsworth,.

12

gun-brig. Foundered, date unknown, in
(f) Pandora,...Samuel Mason ..... the North Sea: crew pe-
Lacedemonian Matthew Wrench, . . .i

nn-mt.(l) Fo%usoeseesdohn Gibson .svvs0reqd  Santa-Cruz : 96 of crew and
passengers perished.
10 Ca‘;:tured N d“et.i unknown, by
er crew mutinying and car-
M- Antoinette John M'lmheny Xy rying her into a french port
in the West Indies. .

Wrecked, April 27, on the

F'B. (u) Albion...... HenrySavage........q Middle sand, in the Swin:
recked, 'fu‘: 16, in the P
DS (y) Providence +o Will, Hen. Broughton { ™ eice ocean? crow saved.



maintenance of prisoners of war in health 1200000 0 0

» the extraordinaries; including the buildin
and repairing of ships, and other extra wor 639530 0 o

Total supplies granted for the sea-service s#£13449388 19 7






des Liguriens, nous ferons faire X Toulon trois bons vaisseanx
de notre construction : car les vaisseaux de construction vénitienne
exigent autant de matelots qu'un bon vaissean de 74; et des
matelots, voilh notre partie faible. Dans les événemens futurs
qui peuvent arriver, il nous est extrémement avantageux que les
trois républiques d’Italie, qui doivent balancer les forces du roi
de Naples et du grand-duc de Toscane, aient une marine plus forte
que celle du roi de Naples.—Fictoires et Conquétes, tome x. P. 375.

® Tel fut en effet son sort aix an sept ans plus tard.






~frig. ~ Captured,’ October 18, by the
e fz)Loire............{ ptu ober 18, by

Anson 44, off coast of Ireland.

Captured, June 30, by the Jason

404 ,, Sein€..e.cvvvvvens and Pique frigates, in the Pas-
a sage-Breton, coast of France.
(B) Tmmortalité Captured, October 20, by the

Fisgard 38, near Brest.,
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No. 15—continued.

. Name. How, when, and where lost.
gua-frig. —
- . Destroyed by fire, at the cap-
.. Artémise.......... -{ ture of Franklin :Tonnnnt, &c
. Destroyed by being sunk on
.. Sérieuse .......... same occasion.
Destroyed, May 31, after being
Confiant run on shore by the Hydra
onflante ........ frigate, a cutter, and bomb,
near Hlvre.
.. Coquille........... Captured along with the Hoche
341 (D) Embuscade........ P ong ¢ Hoceh.
Captured, October 12, by the
» Bellona .......... Ethalion frigate, off Ireland.
Captured, August 24, by the
,» Décade ...... e frigates Magnanime and
Naiad, off Cape Finisterre.
Captured, October 13, by the
» Résolue. .......... Melampus frigate, off Ireland.

. Captured, June 27, by the Sea-
) Sensible ....00000e horse frigate, Mediterranean

»

voL. 11, 20



Lost through
the enemy.

Capt. Dest. GVrecked. Foundered.

Ships of the line.. Fr. 11
Fr. 10
Prigates .ceoev.0< Du. 2
Sp. 1

Total,eesesee 24

2
3
5

No. 16, -Seep. 887,

Total
Lost th

“d"'::eh u‘bo:;e

- — F.D.&S.

Burnt, navies.
. .o 1 14
. . .. 13
. . .. b3
. . .o 1
. . 1 30
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No. 17. See p. 367.

A list of ships and vessels late belonglng to the british navy, cap-
tured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt,
during the year 1798.

Name. Commander. How, when, and where lost.
Fun-ship Wrecked, December 10, off
recked, ember 10, o
74 (N) Colossus ....George Murray.... Sicily : crew saved.
Captured, August 18, by the
50 (T) Leander....T.Bould.Thompson.{ French 74, Généreux, near
Candia, Mediterranean.
Burnt and blown up, July 24,

2 . in the Straits of Banca:
44 (V) Resistance .. Edward Pakenham g::’ except about five, pe-
ed,

fri Wrecked, July 18, off Cape
g '(.4) Aigle ...... Chnrlu Tylers.coes Fnrinn,.cout of S;nin : crew
saved.
38 . Wrecked, October 13, near
Jason.. . .... Charles Stirling....{ Brest : crew saved,but made
prisoners.

Wrecked, date unk:
(D) Hamadryad. . Thos. Elphinstone.. o ’t .f unknown, on
Wrecked, June on the
Pigue. .......David Milne...... TP . » '

36{

Wrecked, April 12, on Rota
(E) Lively...... James Nic. Morris.. point,near Cadis : crew saved.
Wrecked, April 4, on Mount-
s» Pallas......bon. Henry Curzon. Batten point, Plymouth

C:)o“d crew uﬁ .

tured, Decem! 4,
32 (H) Ambuscade. Heary Jenkins ... the the french 28-gun trigabtz

Wrecked, July 26, off the
28 () Garland .... James Athol Wood J  eoast of Madagasear: crew

saved.
g shool Captured, December 14, by a
(8) Peterel. .... Charles Long...cesed spanish frigate-squadron, of
16 Majorca.

Wrecked, date unknown, in
(¥) Rover . .... George Irvine...... the gulf of St Lawrence :
%% () Kingiaher .. Prod. L. Maitand.. Wrecked, De. 3. n the bae
" of Lisbon : crew saved.
18 ‘Wrecked, February 3, on the
,» Raven......J.W.TaylorDizon..)  Middle ground, near Cux-
haven : crew saved.

P B,

n Wwase 3

16 (a) Braak...... Jaumes Drew....... cape:x‘hmduofmwpo-
rished.

‘nn-bdg.

Captured, Aug. 26, on the
(6) Crash...e0u B.M.Pracd ......{ Coptured, Aeg- 25

Jan 3, two
o Paiat privatoess o
Wuthdu.

5P (0) Geerge. ..o « Michael Mackey. o.



No,
Hame, o

R “- .-

oy (l)“.uu

‘:{. '-‘_:".-: LSRR PR 1
(’)m.ooo ;w

e,

*‘;‘mh‘- t...;’;_-..‘“ o::
’ » “&hlt.ﬂ"’rll' - -
' mngvu ’_ R 1

Nor.the pay and malatenagce of 100000 seamen . of. o
and $0000 marines ........ M e .. BOBDO0O

[+
» the wear and tear of ships, &¢. .......... 4680000 0 ¢

»» the ordinary expenses of the navy, including
the half-pay to sea and marine officers;
also the expense of sea-ordnance........ 1119063 6 7

,» the extraordinaries ; including the buildi

and repairing of ships, and other extra wor 693750 0 0
»» - the expense of the transport-service, and of.

maintainipg the prisoners of war in health. 1311200 0 0

Total supplies granted for the sea-service.... 813654013 ¢ |

- No. 19. Seep. 414..

Je ne veux pas vous faire 1a guerre, si vous n'étes pas mon ennemis
mais il est temps que vous vous expliquiéz. Si vous continuezd
donner refuge et & garder sur les frontidres de I'Egypté lbrahim-
Bey, je regarderai cela comme une hostilité, et j'irai 2 Acre; &
vous voulez vivre en paix avec moi, vous éloignerez Ibrahim-Bey
4 quarante lieues des frontidres d’Egypte, et vous laisserez libre le
commerce entre Damiette et la Syrie. Alors, je vous promets
de respecter vos états, et de laisser la liberté entidre au com-
merce entre I'Egypte et la Syrie, soit par terre, soit par mer.—
Victoires et Conquétes, tome ix. p. 243,



. APPENDIX, b65

No. 20. See p. 434.

Ayant &1é instruit que mon escadre était préte et qu'une armée
- formidable était embarquée dessus ; convaincu, comme je l'ai dit
plusieurs fois, que tant que je ne frupperai pas un coup qui écrase &
la fois tous mes ennemis, je ne pourrai pas jouir tranquillement et
paisiblement de la possession de I'Egypte, 1a plus belle contrée du
monde, j'ai pris le parti d'aller me mettre moi-méme 2 la téte de
mes vaisseaux, en laissant pendant mon absence le commandement
au géntral Kléber, homme d'un mérite distingué, et auquel j'ai
recommandé d'avoir pour les ulemas et les scheicks la méme
amitié que moi. Faites ce qu'il vous sera possible pour que le
peuple d’Egypte ait en lui la méme confiance qu'il avait en moi,
et qud mon retour, qui sera dans deux ou trois mois, je sois
content du peuple d'Egypte, et que je n'aie que des lonanges et des
récompenses & donuer aux scheicks.—Fictoires et Conquéles, tome
xi. p. 217.
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‘NOTES

ANNUAL ABSTRACTS.

o

NOTES TO ABSTRACT, No.5. -

H*, Ir will be here ghserved, that, althotgh the columas of both
total of this clues differs, by S17 tons, from thet of the ssmme cluss
in the preceding year's Abstract. ~- This is becauee one of the
thehlgee,mlelgthened 11 feet, mdthuebybeameuﬂ#
from 1871 to 2088 tons. s

P*. The four purchased vessels of this class had been laid down
for indiamen, and, together with a Afth not yet launched, were
purchased of the company by the british government. They
chiefly differed from larger individuals of R, fa con-
structed with a detached quarterdeck and forecastle, and in havi
one port fewer of a side on each deck ; so as, from theincre
width of the ports, to carry 24 instead of 18 pounders on the first
deck. ’

- A%, C*, and G*. The frigates in the launched columns wereall
built of fir,

E*, Of 880 tons and upwards.

T*. The purchased ship was the Pylades, which had been drivea
on shore in Haraldswick bay, Isle of Nest, in the year 1794, (see
the british casualty-list for that year, vol. i. p. 553,) but was after-
wards got off, and being deemed irreparably damaged, sold &t
Leith. The new owners, however, contrived to repair the ship,
and in 1796 sold her back to the british government.

* The hired vessels numbered about 74. Of course both the line
and the general grand totals of this Abstract, exhibit, when com-
pared with the corresponding totalsin Abstract No. 4, the difference

remarked upon-and explained at note H*, Thus: 592|550493+
2 3
99|63548 = 6911593971 — 39[32916 = 652|561055 — 19|w:-g4=
[

633|560331 4217 tons=633|550548. Of these sets of ﬁml
is the grand total of Abstract No. 4; 2 is the Increase total, and 3
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the Decrease total of the present Abstract ; 4, such of the ships in
the two launched columns as, having been ordered to be built in
1795, are already included in the totals of Abstract No. 4 : they
comprise all but the two cutters at i. The next set of figures, 5,
would have been the grand total of Abstract No. 5, but for the
Prince’s 217 tons, the addition of which gives 6, the true grand
total of the Abstract.

NOTES TO ABSTRACT, No. 6.

P*, Tae puréhased individual of this class, is the ship referred
to in the corresponding note to the last Abstract.

X*. The newly-built individual is the Endymion, armed with
twenty-six 24-pounders on the main deck. Her draught was
copied from that of the Pomone, taken from the French in April
1794, and she would have. measured the same ; but the merchant-
builders, from some neglect, suffered her frame to fall out nearly
eight inches, which increased her measurement by 38 tons : thus,

Length of Breadth
birth-deck. Extreme. Tons,

ft. in. ft. in
By draught 159 2% 41 113 1239
When built 159 3¢ 42 73 1277

It should have been so stated at p. 154, instead of that it was
an error in the measurement of the Pomone. This oversight oc-
casioned the Pomone’s tonnage, at p. 475, to be stated at ‘ about
1270" instead of ¢ 1240."

It may here be remarked, that the two ships of this class
and the three rasés in the class next above, in mounting but 26
guns on the main deck, similar to the classes from B to H inclu-~
sive, are additional exceptions to those mentioned in note 1, vol. i.
p- 559. Both W and X may be considered, however, as tem-
porary classes ; and, besides, they contain too few individuals to

disturb the general rule.

Y*. One of these newly-built ships, the Cambrian, was first
fitted with 24-pounders, but 18-pounders were found to suit her
better. The other ship was the Acasta, armed with thirty 18-
pounders on the' main deck, by which her quarters were too much

crowded.

N*, One of these captured ships was the late british 24-gun
ship Hyzna. The French had cutaway her quarterdeck and fore-
castle, and made her aflush ship. Assuch the Hymna, on being
restored to the british service, was allowed to remain; and was
armed with twenty 32-pounder carronades and wolong 9-pounders,
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S*. Two of the newly-built ships were the Dasher and Driver,
(averaging 400 tons,) constructed at Bermuda, of the sweet or
pencil cedar. They proved very durable vessels.

Y*. The new brig was the Cruiser, the first of the fine set of
brigs of which this class is at present wholly composed. One of
the two new ships of the class S left unnoticed, was the Osprey,
built from the same draught as the Cruiser, but ship-rigged, by
way of trying which mode of rigging would best answer.

a*, The reason of moving these ships, by the ‘¢ Converted”
columns, to a new class, in preference to simply transferring them
to the  Stationary” compartment of their respective classes, E
and P, is to avoid making an exception to therule, that no cruiser
ever quits the ¢ Stationary” columns, but to be sold or taken to
pieces : whereas the Victory and Sampson, on being subsequently
repaired, again went to sea full-prmed. The rule, it may be ob-
served, does not extend to the ¢ &c., or non-cruising classes;"

oth;rwisc, these very ships could not be restored to their former
rank.

* The hired vessels numbered about 78.

NOTE TO ABSTRACT, No. 7.
* Tur hired vessels numbered about 94.

THE END OF VOL. If.
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