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Donald Gromsone; and the castill of Donntwyline,
perteining to Donald Gromsone likeways. Within this
ile ther is seven sundry countreys ; to wit, Slaitt, per-
teining to Donald Gromsone; Straytsnardill, perteining
to M<Kynnoun, qubhilk lies next the Sleitt ; Menzenise,
perteining ‘to M<«Cloyd of Herrays; Brachodill, per-
teining. to the said M<Cloyd ; Watterness, perteining
to M«Cloyd of the Lewis; and Trontieness, perteiningto
Donald Gromesone. Into thjs ile there is three prin-
cipal salt water loches, to wit, Loch Sleigachan, Loch
Downort, and Loch Sleippan. In thir three principal
loches there is a guid take of herringes, for by thir
three principal loches, there is thirteen sait water loches,
also within his ile, to wit, 1. Loche Skahanask, 2.
Loche Emor e, 3. Loche Vrakdill, 4. Loche Kensale
Serloss, 5. Loche Dunbegan, 6. Loche Gorsarmis, 7.
Loche Arnoffort, 8. Loche Snasporte, 9. Loch Portri,
10. Loche Ker; 11. Loch Nadalae, in Sleit. The uther
twa loches my memorey has fayled of them; but in -
mony of them ther is guid tack of herringes sometymes,
but nought so good by far as in the three first loches.
'This ile is callit by the Erische Ellan Skyane, that is to
say in Englishe the Wingitt ile, be reason it has maney
wyngs and points lyand furth frae it, through the de-
vyding of thir loches.” The little that Buchanan
writes upon Skye, is a literal translation of Dean Mon-
roe’s words'; nor do we find any thing particularly wor-
thy of notice in other Scotch writers, or even in Mar-
tin’s long desctiption, posterior to the age of the vene-
rable Dean.
Skye, although not the most extensive (as is com-
monly supposed) is undoubtedly the most important
° md
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and populous of allthe Hebrides : It is also, excepting
Lewis, the largest Its length from the point of Sleat
to the northern extremity of Trotternish, called Ru-
Hunish, is by the common road 75 miles, but as the
bird flies 54, and its breadth varies from 85 to $ miles,
the-average being 13. These dimensions give an mrea
of about 700 square miles, or 350,000 Scotch, or
448,000 English acres. -Of this extent about 30,000
Scofch acres are arable, ‘i. e. either occasionally culti-
vated or susceptible of aration; the rest consists of moan-
tain and hill pasture, rocks, lakes, morasses, and waste
Iands of every description common in the Western Isles,
excepting blo®ing sands. ' The population is apnually
increasing, and amounts to 18,975 souls, which gives
18} acres to each individual. *

So much is this island indented in all directions by
arms of the sea, that its coasts, including those of the
istands which may be said to belong to it, following the
high water or sea-mark, are about 75Q miles. The
shores of two of those inlets or lochs, namely Loch-
Snizort and Loch-Bracadale, measure 160 miles.

The general aspect of Skye is nap upon the whole
what travellers describe it, disagreeable, rugged, bare,
barren, and mountainous ; although it cannot be de-
nied that these expressions apply to some’ districts of it ;
it is, on the contrary, in many parts verdant, romantic,
and highly beautiful and even richy as for instance, the
entrance ahd whole course of the large inlets just men-
tioned, Loch-Snizort and Loch-Bracadale ; the whole
course of the Sound of Raasay, the greatest part of the
coasts of Trotternish, Slate, Waternish, and Diurinish;
and various parts even of Minginish-and Strath. It is
. . in



SKYE. . 749

in truth a singular island, well deserving the attention of
the geologist and natural-historian; and capable by nature
of one day astonishing the patriot and political-econo-
mist. On this account we shall state its present situa-
tion under the following heads, viz. 1. Its natural ad-
vantages. 2. The causes why these have not produced
the effects which might have been expected. 8. The
improvements commenced ; and the most probable
means of promoting them.

1. Natural Advantages of the Isle of Skye.—~With
regard to position, this little principality lies in the cen-
tre of the Highland or Celtic population of Scotland.
It is at an equal distance from the southern extremity
of Kintyre and the northern one of Caithness, and
from the point of Islay and that of Lewis. A vessel
sailing from any of its numerous ports can reach Leith,
Greenock, Liverpool, or Dublin, in 5 days, and is
rarely wind-bound in the island ; because the westerly
winds enable it to sail either south or north; and the
goodness of the harbours and the shelter afforded by
the Long Island on the west, and the continent of Scot-
land on the east, is such, that the sea never rises to 2
swell which would prevent a vessel from working and
tacking out of port. These are circumstances highly
favourable to a district in which the herring and white-
fishery may be prosecuted to an indefinite extent ; and
from which lime, marble, kelp, live-stock, flax, hides,
and various other commodities may be exported in con~
siderable quantities,

The position of Skye, so favourable for maritime in-
tercourse with the British dominions, and also with

\ America -
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Americz and the north of Europe, is greatly enhanced
in a political point of view, by th€ immense numbers
and uncommon excellence of its harbours. These are
so well known that we need not dwell upon any de-
scription of them. One remark, however, occurs :—It
is frequently a matter of deep regret, that vessels cast
ashore or otherwise damaged on the western coasts of
Scotland, and especially in this neighbourhood, are
from the want of dry-docks abandoned and lost as total
wrecks, although perhaps their damage may have been
easily repaired, could they have access to proper accom-
modation. The bason to the south of the village of
Portree in Trotternish, immediately adjoining to the
excellent harbour there, would answer extremely well
for a dry dock and place for cleaning and careening
vessels of every description. The harbour at Isle Oron-
say in Slate might also receive a similar improvement,
although it is not perhaps so well calculated for dry
docks as Portree.

The eastern coast of Skye; with its namerous lochs
or arms of the sea, which form a vast number of har-
bours, is by nature so placed relatively to the mainland
of Ross-shire and Inverness, that it serves as a huge
herring-net or trap, not only for itself, but also for the
opposite coast, by forcing the shoals of those fish which
annually leave the northern seas and migrate southward
into every inlet on both sides of the Sound. The dis-
tance from Ru-Hunish to the opposite coast of Ross-
shire (the mouth of the herring-trap alluded to) is 25
miles ; whereas the head of the same trap at Kyle-rea,
between Glenelg and Strath, is only half a mile. When

once the shoals of herrings have fairly entered this vast
bason,
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bason, they cannot get back ; and, of course, as this
present season (1810) they yield a rich and abundant
harvest to the inhabitants of Skye and the opposite
coast, as well as to the country at large.

The lochs and harbours in question are so numerous,
and we may almost say, so providentially distributed in
this large island, that no spot in it is four English miles
from salt water 'What a vast advantage would this be
in the event of woods and plantations, or mines and
minerals being turned to proper account ? And what
an immense facility does it afford for the intercourse
of the natives by water, and the carriage of manures,
fuel, and all bulky commodities ! In short mature has
here made those canals for intercourse and communica-
tion, which in other countries cost years of labour and
millions of expence. In mentioning the lochs and har-
bours,' we must not forget their valuable productions in
sea-weeds, sea-ouze and shells for manure,—their shell .
fish, salmon, sea-fowls, and the mildness of tempera-
ture which such lakes preserve in the atmosphere, even
in the most rigorous winters :—To this may be added,
the great facility which they afford for inclosing ground
for woods and plantations, by forming a vast number
of promontories and peninsulas, in which some thou-
sand acres may, in many cases, be inclosed by half a
mile of stone dyke.

Climate ~—A gentleman from Norway, after spending
the months ‘of December, January, February, and
March, in Skye, and always complaining of the want of
frost and snow, asked at last with some impatience,
‘When shall we have winter? In truth, the climate of

this



7] " ApPENDIX.

this island is femarkably mild in proportion to its [ati
tude, and the altitude of its mountains, some of which
are 3000 feet above the level of the sea, and retain
snow on their summits all the year .round. In other
respects, indeed, we cannot say mech in its praise. It
is boisterous, uncertain, and in some districts extreme-
ly rainy. Yet green crops and wood of all kinds would
thrive in this climate when other parts of the kingdom
suffer severely from frosts and chilling easterly winds.

So0il.—A stranger who takes only a ¢ursory glarice,
or a superficial view of Skye in its general aspect, would
smile on hearing any compliments paid to the soil of
that island ; yet nothing is more true than that it has
great advantages over most of the Hebrides, and, in-
deed, the general run of the Highlands of Scotland in
this respect. In some. districts in Trotternish, Strath,
and Sleat, land under very indifferent management,
undrained, uninclosed‘, and unmanured, has been for
generations under white crops, and yet still preserves a
wonderful degree of fertility. All the common crops of

_the best Scottish counties thrive in Skye ; and if in most
parts the soil is too light for wheat, and the climate ra
ther moist and boisterous for white crops in general,
yet various districts, especially Tyotternish, are fit for
every species of Scotch produce, and the portions of
the country which are at a distance from the lofty
mountains, enjoy as good a climate as most other parts
of western Scotland.  The soilis diversified beyond ex-
ample, both in surface, composition, and quality. No
couilty in Britain is more so ; indeed, to enumerate the

 various qualities of it, would be to give a mineralogical
analysis
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dnalysis of the British island. We have already men-
tioned enough upon this subject ; and therefore it suf-
fices to say, that the sdil of Skye is abundantly rich for
producing the crops most necessary and proper for its
population and live stock, namely, wheat, oats, barley,
flax, hemp; potatoes; peas, beans, turnips, cabbages,
green crops of all kinds in perfection, and grasses of
every, description, from those which grow on the Alps
4000 feet above the level of the sea, to such as delight
in the amphibious marshés of Holland. The climate
of this island, however, suggests that the preference
should be given to green crops, and that no thore white
crops should be raised thah are indispensibly necessary
for the food of the inhabitants.

Natural manures of various sorts abound. Marl and
marble earth, shell sand, sea weeds, and sea-ouze or
‘sleech, miy be procured on most farms in profusion.
Limestone, slate, marble, lead ore, iron ore, free-stone,
granite, porphyry, allum, and fuller’s earth, coals, peat
inoss of every description and quality known in Britain,
and various kinds of dye-stuffs, occur in many parts of
the island ; and the mineral springs, caverns,® spars,
and petrifactions, are undescribable and infinite. _

The soil of this island is in general particularly
well calculated fof the growth of timber ;. and, from its
boundless variety and extent, may afford a sufficiency
not only for its own consumption, but also for that of
the Long Islands.

8B Live

® The cavern of Strathaird, so well known, and of late
much frequented as e great natural curiosity, contains spars
und crystallizations as beautiful as those of Derbyshire.
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Léve Stock.—~The peculiar advantage of this district
over the. Lowlands, and many parts of the Highlands of
Scotland, with respect to its live-stock, is the fineness
of their form, the hardiness of their constitution, and the
cheapness of rearing them. The last circumstance, no
" doubt, admits of various modifications, but it may be
said with truth that, upon the whole, the domesticated
animals may be brought up to a marketable size and
strength at less expence in Skye than any where eke
in Scotland, in proportion to their value; and conse-

. quently that the soil and climate are particularly pro-
pitious to that department of rural economy.

The number of black cattle in this island varies great-
ly at different periods of the year: It is probably at an
early period of winter about 18,000 head, of which
one-fifth, or 8,800, are annually exported. These, at
an average of L.5. fetch L.19,000, which constitutes the
principal fund for paying the rents of the land, and the
price of meal, and other articles imported. It is true
there are other resources, especially the fishery and the
kelp manufacture, of which the inhabitants avail them-

“selves, but their principal - dependence is upon the sale
of their black cattle. The number of horses is compa-
ratively small, and ought to_be still smaller than it is.
They are stated at 4000 head by persons well acquainted
with the island, but they yield little profit as an stem of
export. They are very hardy and durable, and average
a value of L.7.

Sheep have lately been mt.roduced as farm stock at

- Strathaird, Rowandounan, Gesto, Talisker, &c. and
they promise to do well. They are indeed the only
proper stock for the Cuillin mountain district, and va-

- rious
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rious other parts of Skye, and probably will increase in
the island for many years, until they shall have occupi-
ed all the rugged, moorish, and hilly tracts of it. Both
the Tweedale and Cheviot breeds have been found to
thrive; but the former, being the most hardy, is the
greater’ favourite. The number of sheep in Skye
amounts to perhaps 40,000, but this is a mere guess,
and so is their value, which we have had stated by the
natives at 12s, a-head.

Hogs, goats, rabbits, &c. and some deer are found in
Skye, but not in sufficient number's to compose a source
of revenue, or to add essentially to the live stock of
the country. Game and grouse are not so abundant as
in former times ; for in proportion as the population in-
creases, and domesticated animals are attended to, game
of every kind is uniformly seen t diminish and die

- away. Dean Monroe’s account of forests and deire

has no fonger any application to Skye, where only a few
stragglers of the last mentioned are known to lurk
among the recesses of the Cuillin mountains, but no
herds of them of any conseguence are ever seen as in
former tines. " '

Agricultural Management.—With a few exceptions,
which have been already mentioned, this island is
wretchedly mismanaged with regard to every thing con-
nected with agriculture. Grazing is, indeed, some-
what attended to, but not in many essential points.
Na green food is raised for winter provender, further
than potatoes and a little hay. These are never suffi-
cient for the adequate maintenance of live-stock during
the winter and spring months ; and accordingly one-

~ 3B2 seventh
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seventh of the stock perishes either from immediate’
* want, or from distempers resuliing from scanty and up- .,

" wholesome subsistance during that period. White

crops are raised upon the same fields successively as
long as they have vegetative powers for yielding two or
three returns for the seed sown on them, and they are’
then left after several years of cropping, to recover their
fertility spontaneously, without any dressing or manure.
In several pirts of the island twenty crops of barley
and ten or twelve of ocats have been taken from .the
same ground without' intermission, while the outfield,
which would improve by occasional cropping, has been
left to run wild, without any tillage or attention what-
soever. The farms have a pumber of small tenangs
upon them, who possess the arable land in common,
and whose cattle in certain proportions, according to-
their rents, pasture also in common.

No Yand, however naturally good, can bear this treat-
ment, 4nd the effects are visible even on the most fer-
tile farms in Skye. ’

Such are the most palpable natural advantages of
this island. We proceed, 2dly, to point out some of the
causes which have prevernted them from producing the’
effect that might have been expected from them.
~ In accounting for any defects in the management of
a country or. district, we are naturally inclined to lay
the blame upon the inhabitants at large, or upon per-
sons of influence among ‘them : But we cannot here
have recourse to that compendious mode of reasoning.
The people of Skye are as acute, active, and sagacious,.
as any other portion of the British population. No:
men make a better figure abroad, in peace or war, than:*

those’
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those of this island, and perhaps no district, of the same
resources in our empire, furnishes a greater number of
soldiers and sailors, of whom their country has good
" rveason to boast. They are numerous and distinguish~
ed among our military force in every quarter of the
globe, and.even the lower classes, who accompany the
better educated young men of family, share with these
last in doing honour to their country. It is, indeed,
only at khome and as farmers that the natives of this
island fail to make a conspicuous and respectable fi-"
gure; and we are happy to say that some of them al-
ready mentioned in this report, and a few who have
not had an opportunity till very lately, of attempting
agricultural improvements, are in a.fair way of remov-
ing the reproach which, in respect of agrestic exertion,
has hitherto attached to their country. But besides
the causes connected with the state of society, and
which we have already mentioned in pages 74, 75, &c.
there were others which served to impede the agricul-
tural advancement of Skye. Of these the principa]
one has been the non-residence of the great proprietors
Macdonald and Macleod. The present Lord Macdo-
nald has indeed shown every disposition to improve his
princely property in Skye : he has sent lowland farmerg
thither to teach his tenants the improved modern sys-
tem of tillage ; he has done what he could for the
roads, bridges, and other public accommodations of his
people, and been at great expence in building lime.
kills, quays, churches, &c. upon his estate, as well as
in planting trees, and carrying on other improvements,
as an example to his tenants. He resides also occasion-
ally among them, and takes great delight in seeing their

SB 3 prosperity
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prosperity and contributing to it. Butalas! he has had
every thing to begin and fo force, if we may so speak.
Neither inclosures, drains, or fences of any kind worth
mentioning, existed on his immense property. The
small tenants held their lands in runrig, in the most
confused manner imaginable; and they were crowded
in hamlets or villages, which although nearly as uncom-
" fortable as those of the Indians of America, occupied 2
very large portion of the finest soil on the estate, and
that too on the central and most important spots of
every farm. He has also had the same difficulty of redun-
dant population to contend with, which we have men-
tioned in the case of the isles of Coll and Rum, more
especially in the district of Trotternish, which is the
best part of Skye. In these circumstances it has been
what we vulgarly call up-hill work for his Lordship to
- effect any salutary reforms, and these are consequently
" slow and gradual.

Macleod, the next proprietor in point of property in

the island, has not for many years resided regularly, or

‘indeed for any length of time upon the estate. He is
only just come of ége. His father was long engaged
in his country’s service abroad ; and although an active,
intelligent, and accomplished man, as well as a sound
hearted highland chieftain in the best sense of the term,
he had no opportunities of doing much good to the
island.

The estate of the ancient and gallant family of Mac-
kinnon was lost to them by mismanagement or misfor-
tune, and absorbed in the great Macdonald property,
excepting about 20,000 acres which are now in posses-

sion
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sion of Mr Macalister of Strathaird. The same causes
which prevented the improvement of the M¢Leod es-
tate, and which still impede those of Lord Macdonald’s,
continue to operate upon the lands which have been
alienated by the ancient families of Macleod and Mac-
kinnon, and which are now in the possession of eight or
nine smaller proprietors, very few of whom reside up-
on their properties.

Next to the non-residence of the principal proprietors,
and the circumstances just mentioned as unfriendly to
improvement, the greatest obstacle to the prosperity of
Skye, was a total want of roads and extreme difficulty
of communication with the more advanced quarters of
the kingdom. Without roads it is idle to think of im-
proving a Highland country. Those of Skye are now

. carrying on with considerable spirit; and the road from
Glenelg to Fort-Augustus, the direct channel of com-
munication with the lowlands and South Britain, is like- *
ly to be soon finished. Lord Macdonald has generous-
ly subscribed L.1000 Sterling to this road, the largest
sum perhaps subscribed by any nobleman or gentleman
for aroad to be made upon other peoples’ property. In
this respect, indeed, as well as in many others, his Lord-
ship, and those gentlemen by whose advice he acts,
have shewn every disposition to promote the advantage
of Skye, as well as of the Highlands and the country at
large. It must be added, to the credit of Macleod
and the proprietors of Skye and the Long Island, that
they have handsomely subscribed to this road, the fi-
nishing of which will be the grand step in the improve-
ment of this magnificent island.

3B+ In
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In epumerating the causes which have impeded the
improvement of Skye, we might mention such as are
common to it with many other islands, viz. the want
of manufactures,—the scarcity of artisans and trades-
men,—the want of towns, of a custam-house, quays,
markets, &c.: but these are closely connected with the
third and last part of the subject which was proposed ta
be handled in this part of the Report, viz.

.8. The improvements commenced, and the mest
probable means of promoting them. ‘

All improvements must be consistent with the natural
. properties of the district, and be suggested by them :—
Those of Skye must therefore proceed upon the prin-
ciple of attending to what has already been suggested
with regard to the circumstances of the island. They
must be founded upon, 1. Its position,—2. Its physical
properties, its climate and soil,~—8. Its productions and
political situation. Of these in their order.

1. The position of Skye ought to entitle the island
to several packet boats from the continent of Scotland,
and to roads from the following places, viz. a direct
-road to Inverness by Strathglass, anid another by Loch
- Carron; aroad in nearly the old military lme by Glen-
_ elgand Raatachan to Fort-Augustus ; and a road, with
as few ferries as possible, to Fort-Wiliam.. There
should be a regular packet sailing from Arisaig to Ar-
madale in Sleat, and to Isle Oronsay there, touching
occasionally at Eigg and Loch-screissort in Rum, espe-
¢cially in summer and autumn : another regular packet
shonld be established between the Kyles of Skye, and
Sconser, Portree, and the different harbours of Lord
Macdonald’s estate, which, in good weather, might ﬁ

royad
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round Trotternish once a-week for the accommodation
of that populous district. A packet should be establish~
ed between Loch-snizort and Lochmaddy in North
Ulist, and to sail once a month to Rowadill in Harris,
or to Isle Glass there. The communication should be
equally regular between Loch-Bracadale in Macleod’s -
country, and the opposite part of the Long Island, 7. e.
South Uist and Barray. These packets would carry
fish, lime, cattle, &c. from one district and island
to another, and prove of more essential consequence te
their improvement than the natives are at present aware
of. ‘They are indispensable to the maintenance of com- |
munication and of commercial spirit in this sequestered
region.

2. Its physical properties, climate and soil :—The
Isle of Skye ought not to be considered merely as -
a grazing district, or as excluded, by the nature of
its soil and climate, from a possibility of conjoining the
pastoral with the agricultural departments of rural eco-
nomy. The greater part of the law grounds of Trot-
ternish, Strath, Sleat, and even of Macleod’s country,
is extremely well calculated for corn husbandry, at least
in so far as to supply their present population with bread.
These, as well as the general run of the ishnd, are in-
deed better adapted for green crops and grasses, than for
white crops; but both kinds might be cultivated in pro-
per rotations to great advantage, and mutually aid ia .
improving ard incrgasing the live stock of the country.
The physical situation of Skye demands sheiter as one of
the most essential parts of itg. improvement. , Inrevery
case, therefore, wherq materials gan be progared for
them, dykes, inclosures, hedges, and strips,of planting
eught to be raised; and, for that purpose, fencing

clauses
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clauses onght to form a part of every lease, and all en-
couragement should be afforded the tenants for shelter-
ing their grounds. No farm steading, or garden should
want trees, even though the extent of such inclosure

. should be ever so limited ; and the landlord, or his factor,
ought to look more sharply after stipulations connected
with fences and trees than ever has'been customary in
those isles.

Next to shelter and defence, the most necesary pro-
cess demanded by the natural state of this country, is
draining. The heavy rains which frequently annoy
Skye render draining equally necessary and difficult.
Covered drains will seldom answer any good purpose in
the hilly grounds; and even the largest open drains are
liable to serious accidents from the inundations of this
rainy atmosphere. They must however be tried, and
maintained as well as the occupier of the ground can
afford. Proprietors ought to help their tenants in car-
rying on this improvement as well as the one last men-
tioned ; for it is a very tedious, expensive, and preca-
rious operation; and although it may reward amply in
the end, it often subjects the performer to the most
mortifying disappointments.

The physical state of Skye suggests great care and
attention in building and roofing all sorts of houses.
This is 2 matter of essential importance to the landlords
and tenants, but has unluckily been too long neglected:
That neglect has been-a great sourcé of loss to both
parties, and has retarded, more than they have imagin-
ed, thée general improvement of the island. Straw
thatch' should never be used but in cases of extreme ne:
cessxty; and when used, lt ought o be shlfullyput on,

- and
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and not in the Hottentot style of the present inhabitants
of Skye and the Long Island. Mr Mackinnon of Cor-
ry has thatched his office-houses with heather in a ca-
pital style, and shews all the people in his neighbour-
hood what may be done at a moderate expence in that
way.

With regard to the sort of live stock which is most
proper for the climate and physical properties of this
large island, the inhabitants have always manifested good
sense in their selection. Their breed of cattle and horses
is excellent, and requires only to be preserved from de-
terioration and decline, by maintaining the best indivi-
duals as breeders, and by improving their food in quas
lity, and increasing it in quantity. More hogs and poal-
try might be raised ; and bees would answer well in some
farms in Trotternish and Macleod’s country, at a distance
from the high mountains.

The climate and soil, as has already been mentioned,
point out the propriety of conjoining the pastoral, with
what is commonly called the agricultural system of ma~
nagement. Both soil and climate would be much im-
proved by plantations, inclosures, and draining ; indeed
more so than is easily conceivable by a person who has
not examined their astonishing effecis in other districts.
In Cumberland and Wales, countries which greatly re-

" semble Skye in soil and climate, the improved districts
seem to enjoy a different latitude and richer materials
of composition than those which have been neglected.
The same would speedily be apparent in this island, and
indeed begins already to be perceptible in various parts
of it. However paradoxical and fanciful it may appear
to maintain, that a climate may be amended and im-

proved,
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proved, yetwe are fully convinced of the truth of the asser-
tion. Where woods are raised,storms become less frequeat
and noxious ; where marshes, lakes, and moist grounds
are drained, mildew, hoar-frost, and other injurious proe
perties of a humid atmosphere, lose much of their per-
nicious effects; and, in course of time, disappear alto-
, gether ; while, on the other hand, a country neglected,
“and allowed to be covered with water, or to be deprived
of its woods and inclosures, loses much of its former
advantages of climate, and produces less ample and later
harvests. The proprietors and farmers of Skye should
therefore improve their climate and soil by planting
trees, by building dykes, and by draining their lakes,
moragses, peat-mosses, and meadow grounds. It is
easy for a stranger to give this advice, and also for 2
landlord in this island to blame his tenants for not tak-
ing it, but the question is, Who shall be at the trouble
and expence of draining? It is certainly the interest
of both parties that the . ground- should be fenced and
drained 3 and it is therefore the duty of the landlerd to
put it in the tenant’s power to promote that mutual in-
terest. The tenant himself cannot otherwise afford the
expence; and, besides, he would thereby only tempt
other people to overbid him for his farm at the end of
his lease. Let the expence, as in Islay and the improv-
gd isles, in the first instance, be encountered by the
Jandlord. Let hifn insure his tenant the payment of all
his permanent improvements ; and in order that ‘there
should be neither mismanagement nor extravagance on
the side of the latter, let the landlord or his factor agree
with the tenant concerning the works to be performed,
and the extept to which both can afford to go. After

this
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this agreement, let the tenant carry on the work ; for
he can perform it, in most cases, at half the expence.
which it wquld cost the landlord, and his own interest
will prompt him to finish it speedily and to execute it
well. His landlord may pay him either at the period
of settling his rents, or it the expiry of his lease, accord-
ing to circumstances. In concluding our remarks upon
this part of the proposed improvements in Skye, we
would particularly urge landlords and tenants to erect
quays, at convenient places, in their harbours, for sav-
ing their boats, and for various and sufficiently obvious
purposes of accommodation to the different farms.
These might indeed very properly constitute a part of
the regular statute labour of the district.

8. Its productions and political situation should go-
vern the inhabitants of this island in the prosecution
of their economical improvements. Great as the na-
tural treasures and the actual produce of Skye are, as
has been already mentioned, they are not one-tenth of.
what they might become in point of value to the coun~
try. The minerals of the island are lost, excepting
what Lord Macdonald has endeavoured to force into
use in a few parts of his property, and a little marl,
shells, and lime used by half a dozen of bis tenants, and '
by Colonel Macdonald of Lyndale.

From want of winter food, the result of a careless and
unskilful system.of agriculture, the live stock of Skye
is not worth quite two-thirds of the same sort of stock
in Islay and some other of the Hebrides : They are later
in coming to market,—less fit for it in every sense,—
and, what is a severe loss to the people in general, they

remain
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remain 2 year or two longer upon their hands, and are
consequently reared at a comparatively heavier expence
than the stock of the isles to which we allude. This
is peculiarly hard and unfortunate, considering the cir-
cumstance stated already concerning the Skye cattle
and their advantages, namely, that they may be reared
at a cheaper rate, both from the native excellence of
the breed, and other properties of the country, than in
any district of Britain. with which we are acquainted.
It proceeds solely from the scarcity of winter proven-
der, and the want of turnips and green crops, for which,
notwithstanding, Skye is particularly well adapted.

‘Woods and plantations have hitherto been, upon the
whole, much neglected. These, as natural productions,
might constitute the most valuable possessions of the

_island. They might indeed soon prove incalculably pro-
fitable both to landlords and tenants, and will, it is to be
hoped, gradually attract the attention which they de-
serve, Lord Macdonald, and some of his tenants al«
ready named, manifest every inclination to prosecute
this important branch of agricultire, and the rest will
soon follow their good example. Here, too, the pro-
prietors ought to commence the great operation, and
not only assist, but rouse and encourage their tenants
to promote it by every possible means.

Fishing of every description ought to be prosecuted
with more spirit than has been hitherto done. This
last season, it is true, and also in the course of the
four or five preceding ones, herrings have been caught
to a considerable amount on the eastern coasts of the
island, and in the lochs on the mainland which lie op-
posite, especially Loch Carron. The value of L.80,000

' . has
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has been amnually caught, and that of L.20,000 has
been exported. It is not possible to ascertain the ex-
tent to which this great source of insular riches may
be carried ; but certain it is, that great impediments
have been thrown in the way by the round-about pro-
dess of securing salt, to which we have attended in p.
"518, 514, &c. and by the want of regularity and sys-
tem among the matives. This leads us to the consi-
deration of the last thing proposed, namely, the poli-
tical situation of Skye, and in what respects it might be
improved. An island as extensive as most counties of
the middling size in Britain and Ireland, and contain-
ing a brave and hardy population of nearly 20,000
souls, occupying a territory so replete with improve-
able materials, might be expected to have some politi-
<al weight in the country,—to possess towns and vil-
lages, trade and manufactures, and te have some sta-
tion regarded by the natives as a central point for the
energy and industry of the district. With the advan-
tage of having more than one half of it in the posses-
sion of a nobleman regarded at all times as the first
proprietor in the county, and indeed in the Hebrides,
and the head of a powerful and ancient clan, connected
with many of the first families in the kingdom, and that
nobleman, too, distinguished for his attachment to the
patrimony transmitted to.-him by a long line of illustri-
ous ancestors, we might expect the isle of Skye to be
vested with at least its natural proportion of political
influence in Scotland. But, alas! it is far otherwise—
neither city, town, village, nor even custom-house, is
to be found there. The population resides in scattered
hamlets over the island, without any receptacle for

: B their
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their industiy, or any thing done for theit atcortimios
dation by a. country to ‘whose protection they power-
fully contribute ;~—and, indeed, without-feeling any
thing of a legislature but the pressute of its fiscal en~
actments, It is in vain, however, to regret what is
past. Let the present race wipe away the stain which
has hitherto adliered to tHose who had it ixi their power ~
to raise this fine island into importance, but have ne-
glected their duty towards it. Let the legislature co-..
operate with the noblemat already mentioned, and’not
thwart all his plans. Let the rest of the proprietors
join him, and let a town, with the privileges of a royal
burgh, arise in Skye, Let the redundant popufation
of Trotternish find work and industry there, sud con-
tribute to the improvement and honour of the island,
which they now serve merely to encumber and to de-
press. What would Bate be without Rothesay, Lewis
without Stornoway, or the Isle of Man without Doug-
las and its other towns ! What an honour to Islay and
to Mr Campbell of Shawfield are Bowmore and Port-
nshaver, and to Mr Maclean of Coll his thriving es<
tablishment in the north of Mull?

Nor is it 2 difficult matter to fix upon a number of
proper situations for such town or towns as Skye at
present requires. There is no island in. Scotland pos-
sessed of so many, and which answer so well the des«
eription already stated in this work, of what the scite
of an Hebridian town ought to be®, The vicinity of
isle Oronsay harbour, and the coast of Swrath along the

- seund

* Vide p. 499, 500.
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whith divides Skye from the mainland of the shires
s and Inverness, present the most desirable situa-
n all the Western Isles for fishermen, tradesmen,
ants, manufacturers, pilots, sailors, day-labourers
sttars, &c. The lochs of Skye and the continent
stJand, south and north, are open to them, and of
nd speedy access. Vessels continually pass and
this sound, so that intercourse and communica~
rith every port in Britain would be cheap and di-
Intelligence concerning the fisheries would ar-
laily from every district, from Caithness to the
£ Man. In the very centre of a great population,
t the same time at a comsiderable distance from
own or large village, persons of industry and ca-
would flock te this station from the adjoining
1, which are now gradually coming under the-
»~farming system; and the place being in the reach
cellent white fishing, as well as of the lochs fre-
ted by herring, would have a sure resource, even
1 the last mentioned fishery may chance to fail,
hort, nothing could contribute more effectually to
senefit of the island, and the accommodation of its
rietors and natives, than a pretty large town situat-
ear the kyles in question. .
he next situation, and that which 2 stranger would,
aps fix upon as preferable even to the one now
tioned, is Portree. This place has the advanrage
2 excellent harbour, and of being the centre of the
alation of Skye. It is also the centre of Lord Mac--
\ld’s vast estate there; and it has a large quantity
vaste ground near it, for being improved by the
nsmen, and serving them at the same time for fuel.
sC Had
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Had the noble preprieter no-intention of fixing his ve-
sidence here. or of making what we commonly call 8
pLACE. of Portree, by improving i, inclosing, draining,
planting trees, &c. for the purposes of extensive parks
and policies, & would indeed be a most eligible sitwa-
tion for a town. But of all the places which we have
ever seen in this region of Scotland, Portree is by far
the finest and grandest scene for 2 nobleman’s mansion;
and it is highly probable that the family residence wilt
one day be fixed here. To grant feus or very long
leases for building & town, (‘without which it must be
distinetly understood and always repeated, NO ToWN
€AN EVPER THRIVE IN THIS COUNTRY, ) in a sjtua-
tion of this kind, with regard to the proprietor, cannot
reasonably be expected. His Lordship would after«
wards be obliged to buy up the feus or leases, and to
remove the town for his own accommodation : a'mat-
ter which would prove equally hurtful to both parties.
Portree cannot therefore be at present recommended
for the scite of a Hebridian town.

Loch-Snizort presents various eligible spots for towns
and villages. The harbour of Uig, in a beautiful bay
of the same name, might be made sufficiently commo-
dious at a moderate expence, and sevéral other bran-
ches of this great Loch-Snizort might answer a similar
purpose. ) ;

The harbour formed by Eilean Isa, near the lately
erected but hitherto unfortunate village of Stein, is at
too great a distance from the continent of Scotland,
fiom the lately frequented herring lochs, and from the
eommon track of shipping to and from the Baltic.
These usually prefer the Uist coast to the bolder -and

. more
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gote dangerous oné of Skye, in this vicinity. Accord.
ingly, the village of Stein has fram this, among seve-
ral other reasons apglicablle to all the villages built by
the British society, not fully answered the expectations
of the public, nor the wishes of its late excellent pa-
tron General Macleed.

Loch Braccadale affords several good stations fot
villages, but a town of any consequence would not pro-
bably thrive at such a distance from the track of ship-
ping, and from the mainland of Scotland and the herring
lochs. It is to be observed, that although Loch Brac-
cadale, as well as many other arms of the sea on the
western shores of Skye, were formerly much fréquent-
ed by herrings, they have of late been almast wholly
abandoned by that capricious and squeamish fish : Con-
spquently the reasoning which now applies to it, with
roference ta the purpose under consideration, may per-
haps be of merely temporary force, and this loch, like
Loch-Falloirt and Loch-Bay near Stein, may again be-
come very proper situations for fishing towns. ‘The
presumption of durable expediency and success, how.
ever, is greatly in favour of building towns on the east
and southern coast of Skye, and not on the western
side; and therefore Lord Macdonald’s estate contains
thg stations upon which ultimately the choice will very
probably fail.

The wsle of Skye contains seven parishes : In Dean
Monroe’s time there were fwelve; and that number
was small enough. There are very few schools regu-
larly taught all the year round, and the. number of ¢hil-
drer attending the parochial schools of the island, is
less than we might expect in any civilized country in

sC2 Europe
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Europe® of ‘the same population. How this comes ¢
pass, a stranger mdy conjecture, but he cannot easily or’
without pain fix the blame exclusively on any particular
set of individaals. - The proprietors pay the schoolmas-
ters salaries, or, which is eventually the samre thing,
their renants pay them, being bound so to do by the
conditions of their leases, and a suitable consideration
being allowed them for this as for other burdens in the
terms of such leases. The tenants pay not only the
regular parochial salary now mentioned, and that too
in parishes where no schools have been held for many
years, but also private teachers, very high wages for the
sake of their children: Indeed, if they did not, they
would receive little religious or moral education whatso-

‘ever. Apparently, therefore, neither the proprietors nor

tenants are to be blamed for the deficiency and irregulari-
ty of parochial schools in Skye. "Are the clergy then
indifferent or careless, and do they neglect one of the'
most valuable and sacred parts of their functions, the
superintendance of the schools in their parishes, and
the inspection of the moral education of youth? This
would be a heavy charge ; and although often bronght
against” the :iebridian clergy on what appears to be
plausible evidence, it cannot easily be believed by any
man who is personally acquainted with that respectable
order of our society. but while the proprietors, clergy,
and tenants of this populous district may ward off the
disgrace attached to the slovenly system of public in-
struction and the education of youth from their own
shoulders respectively, it is plain that the blame lies
soméwhere among them, and certainly very little of it
can reasonably be imputed to the tenants. It is the in-
terest of that class, as well as their duty, to have excel-

lent:
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dent parochial schools: And it must be allowed that
even the poorest of them manifest a laudible disposi-

tion to procure, by their awn endeavours, and at their

private expence, for.their children, that education which

is unhappily withheld from them by the mismanage-

ment of the public establishments of the island. We

have ventured these remarks in this place rather than

any where else in describing the present sitwation of

the Hebrides; not because Skye is worse managed

than the other isles, (for the same complaints apply to

many others,) but because any defects, in public insti-

tutions here, are more extensively pernicious than they

can be on the less populous isles ; and because this im-

portant district, which was once celebrated for its ex-

cellent schools, ought to set that example to the adjoin-

ing countries which it was wont to do for many gene-

rations. The clergy, who are the constitutianal watch,

men over these schools, ought not to allow any grounds

for such complaints ; but, on the contrary, feel pleasure

in frequently examining the schools of their parishes,

and acting with firmness and energy towards the school-
masters, encouraging the meritorious and active, and

preventing the fatal consequences of opposite disposi-

tions in men 0. whom - s0 sacred a trust m committed

by their country. The gentlemen farmers, who now la-

bour under great and serious inconvenience in main-

taining private tutors in their families, ought to assist

the clergy in procyring respectable and able schoolmas-
.ters, and .making their situations comfortable.— And
abave all, Lord Magdonald and the other proprietars,

-who are at the expence of /supporting the legal esta-
8Cs- ... ;.. . blishment
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blishinent of parochial schoals, cught to see that their
people enjoy the beneflt of it.

All this may appear foreign from the subject of an Agri-
cultural Survey ;—but neither agticulture nor any thing
¢lse can thrive among a people debarred the advantages
of education, and consequently excluded from partici-

. pating in the progressive improvements of their fellow=
citizens 3 and it would be unpardonable not to mention,
in 4 description of the present state of the Hebrides,
one of the most baneful sourves of their poverty and
misfortunes, namely, their miserable state in respect of
public education.

RAASAY AND RONAY.

Debtn Monroe.—¢ Twa myle off sea fra the ile of
Scalpay forsaid, lyes m ile ‘callit Raarsay, sciven mylde
lange from the sputhe tp the northe, bot sne myle
of seq from Tronternesse, and twa myle of breid, with
pairt of birken woodis, maney deires, pairt of pro-
firable landes, inhabit and manu#it, with twa castbes,
to wit, the castle of Killmorocht and the ¢antle of Bro.
lokit, with twa fair orchards at thé sads twa castel
with ane paroche kirke caltit Killmolowotke, ane
gountrey, bot all full of free-staiies and gwid gnarreil
It is excellent for fishing, perteining to M‘Gyilyc :
of Raarsay be the sword, and to'the bishope of the
by heritage. This samé MGylyehallan should obey)
MCloyd of the Lewis.”

« Roxnay,

4
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% RoNav.—At the north end of Raarsay, be half
myle of sea frae it, layes ane ile callit Ronay, mair thea
a myle in lengthe, full of wood and heddir, with ane
kavin for hedand galeys in the middis of it, and the
same havein is guyed for fostering of theives, ruggairs,
and reivairs, till a naill, upon the peilling and spulzeing
of poure pepill. This ile perteins to M¢Gyllychallan of
Raarsay by force, and to the bishope of the iles be he-

.ritage.” Such is Dean Monroe’s account of Raasay, in

which Dr Johnson in 1773 met with a degree of polite-
ness and refinement which astonished him ; and where,
to this day, the virtues of the people and of their land-
lord are universally talked of as eminently exemplary.
How striking a contrast indeed do Monroe and John-
son, the former two hundred and thirty years before the
latter, give of this property! Instead of rugygairs, reivars,
and peillers of poure pepill, (s. e. robbers, pirates, and
oppressors of the unfortunate,) as Monroe characterises
them, Dr Johnsaon, although net much addicted to talk«
ing enthusiastically in favour of Scotchmen, uses the
following words concerning the people of Raasay.
¢ Our reception exceeded our expectations. We found
nothing but civility, elegance, and plenty. The general
air of festivity, which predominated in this place, so far
remote from all those regions which the mind has been
used to contemplate as the mansions of pleasure, struck
the imagination with a delightful surprise, analogousto
that which is felt at an unexpetcted emersion from dark-
ness into light. Such a seat of hospitality amidst the
winds and waters fills the imagination with a delightfal
contrariety of images Without is the rough oceun
and the rocky land, the beating billows and the howling
storm :~Within is plenty and elegance, beauty and

) 8C 4 gatery,
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gaiety, the song and the dance, &c.” Dr Johnson,.
who seems to have had no idea of the extent of any
district from travelling through it, supposes the area of
Raasay to be 100 square miles ; but we-shall be much
nearer the truth by assuming little more than the third
part of this ‘number ; and, taking the length of the
island at 16, and its average breadth at 2 miles, conse-
quently its area at 82 square miles, or 16,000 Scotch
acres, we shall perhaps be yery near its real dimensions.
Those of Ranay are about 2,200 acres. Of this extent
of 18,200 acres, nearly 3000 are arable. The sea coast
of Raasay and Ronay ig at least 80 miles following the
sea mark. The appearance of both islands is by no
means promising, being chiefly composed of rocky hills
of no great elevation, and of moorish grounds and
peat-mosses. There are, however, remains of woods
in various parts of Raasay, but none in Ronay as in
Dean Monroe’s time ; and the beautiful and stately trees
near the proprietor’s mansion, at Clachan, evince clear-
ly that timber of all sorts will thrive there by -proper
attention. His garden is well stored with fruit trees,
and the new plantations behind it succeed to a wish,
even at a very considerable eleyation above the level of
the sea.

The great body of the island is free-stone. In the
northern extremity, and in Ronay, vast quantities of
breccia and of granite occur. The old castle, often re-
marked by sailors and travellers, Caisteal Bhkrebcoil,
stands upon 2 solid mass of breccia of the firmest con-
texture, the stones of which are easier to be broken
than-separated. Not far from Raasay-house are found
large quantities of the finest porphyry, in pieces which
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jook as if they had been artificially hewn or dressed ;.
and which might be easily turned to good account as
mill-stones, and materials for sepulchral and other mo-
numents. They would also serve as ornaments to the
corners and steeples of churches and the most exposed
parts of public buildings. Lying contiguous to the sea, and
in vast quantities of every size, it is surprising that such
durable and beautiful stones have not become an article
of export. It is this porphyry which Martin mentions
in these words: < On the west side; particularly near
the village Clachan, the shore abounds with smooth
stones of different sizes, variegated all over.” Lime-
stone also abounds in Raasay; and there is a calcareoug
petrifying spring, which has attracted much attention.
Mr M¢Leod the present proprietor has done much to
improve the agriculture and live-stock of his property.
He cultivates green crops, sown grasses, and the best
sorts of barley and oats upon his own farm, and encour-
ages his tenants to follow his example. His steck of
black cattle is one of the best in the northern division
of the Hebrides, and is annually improving.

The isles of Raasay and Ronay form a part of the
vast parish of Postree in Sky. The population is about
1000, of whom 200 individuals are occasionally en-
gaged in the herring and other fisheries. The natives
are good sailors ; and every hamlet has a number :of
boats. The sound of these islands, or the strait whick
separates them from Skye, has of Iate years been one
of the most favourite herring resorss in the Hebrides.
Upwards of 1500 boats, successfully employed, have
been seen there at once; and 280 busses, of from 40
§ PO tons each, have got complete cargoes of excellent

" herringy
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herrings in the space of six weeks. Small boats belong-
ing to Raasay have been known to catch 2 Jast or 12
barrels in ome night ;—which Zast was sold on the spot
at 12 guineas. This was 2 most profitable occupation
for five men, who subsisted in the interim upon alitle
oat-meal and potatoes.

The herring-shoals which frequent this district are
usually first seen off the northern extremity of Ronay,
just as they enter the large bason formerly mentioned,
which is formed by Skye and the opposite mainland of
Ross-shire. They are betrayed by the countless theu-
eands of sea-fowls which constantly accoinpany them,
end bythe whales which harass them in the rear. The sea
seems to boil :=—1It teems with life and motion 3 and the
happy natives of the adjacent shores, hail the welcome
guests with every demonstration of joy. Every net
strong enough to hold a fly, every beat that can swim, .
is prepared ;—~man and boy become sailors—-and those
people who are so often branded with the epithets of
dazy and savagely improvédent, are all at once patterns
of vigour and energy, of industry, ingenuity, and cour-
age. How cruel is it at this season to put any obstruc-
tion in their way, and how unwise are the salt laws and
regulations so often -alluded to, which prevent those
numerons islanders from availing themselves in theiy
Fallest extent of the blessings pravidesitially offered upon
thaio-shores | * : :

“» The Humane and intelligent proprietor of this island

deks all that lies in his power for the improvement of

she ‘pédople and the advancement of agriculture. He
: has

N

® Vide p. 518, 514, &c.
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has planted & tonsiderable quantity of treés 3 but many
thousands of them have been destroyed by the roe-deer,
with which Raasay abounds. He must, therefore, exe
tirpate these animals before his plantations can be et-
pected to thrive. Inclosures and draining are much
wiantéd, though in sothe few places already commenced.
Mr Mc<Léod himself bas set a good example iu hoth.,
A schiool is tanght i the island, and attended by 46
scholars 3 but three or four additional ones ought to be
stablished in the vety éxtensive patish to which Raasay
belongs. Upon the whole, the people are fully as hap~
Py and comfortable as sty of their neighbours.

88, BARRAY, UIsSTS; AND BENBICULA.

Tris disjointed region extends from south-west to
north-east, about 84 miles in length, and varies in its

* breadth from 18 miles to one quarter of a mile. Of the

solid part, however, the average breadth of land, from
Barray-head to the sound of Harris, is five miles.
This would give an area of 420 square miles ; but we
must deduct the space occppied by the numerous
sounds, fords, and arms of the sea, which indent this
division of the Long Island in every direction ; and
which, amounting to about 120 square miles, leave
300 square miles, or 15,000, Scotch acres for the 50~
lid contents of Barray; Uist, and. Beub:cula. These

. dxstru;ts
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districts we have joined together, as bearing a consi-
derable similarity to one another in their soil, agricul-
ture, productions, and general management, and as in-
deed they seem to have once formed but one island.
Dean Monroe describes them as follows, viz. ¢« Bar-
ray. Not far from this isle of Wattarsay (one of the
islets belonging to Barray,) towards the north be
twa myle of sea, lyes the isle Barray, being seven myle
in lengthe from the southwest to the northeist and be
north, and foure in breadthe from the southeist to the
northwest, ane fertill and fruitful ile in cornes, abound-
ing in the fishing of keilling, ling, and all uther quhite
fish, with ane paroche kirk, namit Killbare. Within the
. southwest end of this ile ther enters a salt water loche,
verey narrow in the entrey, and round and braid with-
in. Into the middis of the said loche ther is ane castle
in an ile, upon an strengthey craige, c3llit Kilelerin, per-
taining to Mr Mackneil of Barray. In the north end
of this isle of Barray, ther is ane rough heigh know,
mayne grasse and greine round about it to the head, on
the top of quhilk ther is ane spring and fresh water
well. This well truely springs up certaine little round
white ‘things, less nor the quantity of confeit corne, -
lykest to the shape and ﬁgurg'of an little 'cokill, as it
zppeant to me. Out of ‘this well runs ther ane little
strype downwith ‘te ‘the sed, and quher it entérs into
the'sea ther is ane myle braid-of sands, quhilk ebbs
ane myle, callit the Trayrmore of Kilbaray, that is the
grate sandes of Barray. - This ile is all full of grate co-
kills, and alledgit be the imciént countrymen that
the same cokills comes ‘down - -ott 'of -the foresaid hill
ﬂxtough the"said “strype, in’ the first small forre-thag
we have spoken of, and after ther coming to the sandis -

growis
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grdw:sgratecokillsalwzys Ther is na fairer and
more ‘profitable sands for cokills in all the warld, This
ile pertains to Macneill of Baray.

« Ywst. (Uists.)’ Norwast fra thir iles forsaid, lyes
the grate ile of Ywst, 834 myle lange from southwest
to the northeist, sex myles braid, ane fertile countrey‘
and maine laiche land, full of heigh hills and forests
on the eist cost, ore southeist, and all plenisht laiche
Iand in the northwest, with five paroche kirks. With.
in this south part of Ywst, on the eist cost of the same,
layes ane salt water loche callit Vayhastill. This coun-
trey is bruiked by sundrey captains, to witt, the south-
west end of it, callit Bayhastill, be Macneil of Barray,’
the rest of the ile, named Peiter’s parochin, the parochin
of Howse, and the mainland of the mid countrey callit
Mackermeanache, perteins to Clanronald, halding of
the Clandonald. At the end heirof the sea enters, and
cuts the country by ebbing and flowing through it:
And in the north syde of this there is ane
callit Buchagla, pertaining to the said Clandonald. At
the north end thereof the sea cuts the countrey againe,
and that cutting of the sea is callit Careynesse, and be-
neith this countrey is called Kenehnache of Ywst,
that is in English, the north head of Ywst, whilk
term is twa paroche kirkes, and is mair of profit than
the rest of haill Ywst, perteining to Donald Gorme-
sone. In this isle ther are infinite number of freshe
water loches; but ther is ane maine loche callit
Lochebi, three myle lange, and a arme of the sea
has worne the earth that was at the ae end of this
loche, and in that narrow entries that the sea has
gotten to the loche, the countreymen has bigit upe an
$hicke dyke of rough staines, and penny stanes, castell

lange



782 APPENDIX,

lange narrest, notwithstanding the flowing streams of
the sea enters thraughe the said dyke of staines in the
said fresche water loche, and so ther is continually get-
tin striking amange the roughe stains of the dyke for-
said, fluiks, podlochs, skatts, and herrings, Upen this
loche ther is gottin a kynd of fishe, the quhantitie and
shape of ane salmant, but it has na skaills at all; the
under haffe, natrest his vombe iz quhyte ; and the up-
maist haffe, narrest his backe,. is als black as jett, with
fines like to a salmont. Into this north heid of Ywst
ther is sundrie covis and holes in the earth; coverit with
heddir above, quhilk fosters maney rebellis in the
country of the north heid of Ywst.

Of this description Buchanan makes merely 2 par-
tial translation ; and Martin’s account is not not by any
means so interesting as might have Peen expected.

The story of the cockle-embryos being carried down
fram a spring and along the couyse of a rivalet near
Kilbar in Barray, we found to be merely a fancy
of the venerable Dean, perhaps suggested by the pa-
triotic vanity of the natives. The isle of Barray has
indeed more cockles than any other island in proportion
to its extent, and much benefit is derived from them,
not only as food, but also as manure and cement, the
shells being often exported to all the neighbouring
districts for these purposes. Various other parts of
the range of islands under review, likewise contain
vast quantjties of cockles; and these shell-fish propa~
gate their kind no doubt in the same manner here 3s
in ether parts of the world, )

. It

e
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It seems that Uist bad five parish churches in Meonroe'
time. These have dwindled down to two parishes, and_
éne parish church at present.

The popalation is as follows :

Barray 1969 seals.
Santh Uist 5500 ~~-
North Uist 4018 —~—

e

Total 11,481

The same remarks which have been made respecting
public education in Skye, apply with still greater force
to this country. Barray and South Uist contain indeed
a large proportion of Roman Catholic inhabitants ; but
that is no reason why they should not have churches
and schools. The Catholic natives are as good citizens,
and as much indined to give their chikdven the advan-
tages of education as the Protestants : but beth are at
present unhappilly excluded. No pearochial school is
taught southward of Baileloch in North Uist ;—and
thus a tract of eountry 200 square miles in extent, and
containing upwards of 7000 souls, has no parochial
school ! To complete the evil, the society which for-
merly maintained a school in Benbicula has withdrawn
it ;—at least no school of any description was taught
between Barray-head * and North Uist in summer 1808,
when the reporter visited that country; and he knows

- ne

P

® There was indeed a society school-house building a?
Barray, ead it 1s likely that it has since been finished,

-
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no part of Scotland which stands more in need of pubs
Bc instruction.

The depredations of the sea and storms upon it areé
alarming, and indeed incredible to those who have seen
nothing similar. It is probable that the country in many
places, has lost one-fourth of a mile of its breadth, or
6000 Scotch acres by the sand-drift and encroachments
of the sea during the last two centuries.

The surface of the range under consideration may be
subdivided according to the above natural delineation,
nearly as follows, viz.

. Mountains and vallies, one-fifth, or . 30,000
Montich (partly arable) Monadh, or Cul-,
cnmy ;o . . . . o . . 8-5ths=90,000

Gearmdh,grassanda-ableland, . 1- 10th=15,000
Machir, links, or downs, arable and
blowing sands, . . « « 1-10th=15,000

Tota, . . 150,000

Of this grand total, Barray contains above 16,000
acres 3 South Uist, Benbicula, and their islets, 74,000;
and North Uist with its numerous dependencies 60,000
acres.

A total want of wood and of regular inclosures gives
these islands an aspect of gloomy sterility. In winter,
and even until the middle of May, the western division,
or Machir, is almost a desolate waste of sand ; and this
sand encroaches rapidly on the next division, namely
that of lakes and of firm arable ground. In autumn,

‘ . hewevery
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however, these sands produce crops of barley, oats, rye,
#nd potatoes, or of natural grass and wild clover, far
beyond what a stranger would expect. They then as-
_sume 2 variegated and beautiful dress, scareely yielding
in colours or perfume to any fields in the kingdomj
and, being of great extent, they afford a prospect of
riches and plenty equalled by no other of the Western
Isles. Thelakes, with their verdant banks and ruinous
forts, surrounded by hamlets, and covered with wild
fowls, yield a pleasant picture; but the montich and
the mountains remain unchangeable. No tree shelters
them,—no leaf of varied hue waves over their gloomy
surface :—in sullen sublimity and silence, they remain
for ever the same. The early part of life spent in Uist
can alone reconcile to its nakedness during winter
and spring. The dull uniformity of baiyen sand or
boggy moor is interrupted for six months of the year
only by enormous blocks of granite, which are scattered
in the most fantastical profusion over this whole district.
They are of different kinds ; some pure granite, either
in detached blocks from the weight of one pound to
that of 100 tons, or in ridges of rocks of very irregular
strata, which constitute the principal body of the islands.
Whinstone and flint are found in some places ; but nei-
ther limestone, slate, nor freestone, nor any symptom
of coals, are to be perceived. In some parts of the hills,
vestiges of iron ore (and these by no means doubtful)
occur 3 but, in general, these islands may be considered
as destitute of valuable minerals. It must be remarked
at the same time, that no regular search has hitherto
been made for them by any person competent to the
task.

$D Although
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Although the Uists and Barray appear, when viewed
from ‘the summits of the moumtains, to be haif covered
with water, yet good spring water is rather scarce. In
the eastern division, indeed, and in a few spots of the
western, some excellent water is found ; but mo high-
land country enjoys less of the luxury of spring water
than this district.

Rivers, in the proper sense of the word, cannot exist
in so narrow a space surrounded by the sea; but there
are six streams which, in the wet season, carry a consi-
derable quantity of water to the oceany and at the
mouths of which salmon are sometimes canght.

A stranger will be struck by one circumstance in the
external appearance of this country, in the same manner
as in some of the southern maritime provinces of Eng-
land ; namely, he will perceive that the Atlantic has
formed a sort of barrier to itself, by heaping up sand
and stones in many: places, so as to resemble the work
of human industry. The barrier is indeed insufficient,
and is gradually retreating from its mighty opponent,
but at high spring tides, with westerly storms, it often
saves the moss valuable part of the country from being
inundated and overwhi\:lmed. This holds in a remark-
able degree of the southern end of the island of South
Uist, from the march of Boisdale to that of Ardmi-
chael in the middle of the ditrict.

The soil, as might be expected from the natural di-
visions of the country already mentioned, is of very
different and even opposite qualities. The sands are
dry, and liable to be parched up in summer: The mon-
" tich and gearruidh, as well as the vallies between the
hills, are too wet and cold. No season can therefore

prove
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puove favourable or wafavounsble to hoth, extepting 2
tempestuous one. "The soil of the mountsins, whete
any is left to conceal or deform the granice skeleton, if
we may call it so0, is caamsé moss mixed with grapite
particles, which produce sarcely amy thing b stinted
heath aad the worst kinds of grasses. It is por worth
sixpence per acre. DBut-in the wvallies between ¢hese

" wnountins muititudes of herses and cattle graze during
the warmer months of the year. In spme few places
the grass of the vallies is worth 2s. &4 per acre per
axpum. ‘Lhis is the division in which wood sheuld he
attempted to be roised on an extensivé scale. Trunks
of trees are found in the mosses; and there surely is
good reasan to suppose, that where wood once grew,
it may be made to grow again.

The second division, or montich, cms:snd' deep
moss, intersected with rivalets and ditches, aud resiing
upon a bottom of gravel, clay, or gramite. Frem this
division the inhabitants ave supplied with fuet. . The
soil is adapted for potatoes, cats, barley, and evety spe-
cies of grasses, when properly cultivated. This is-the
portion of the itland in which .agricultural. improve-
wments may most successfully be carried on; for itis
unmolested by sand-drift, by sea-spray, of by wintee-
@oods, and it is astonishingly fertile in-the common
productions of the country. It comprehends a large
proportion of the whole surface of the island ; .end of
properly improved would quadruple its value.

In travelling along some parts of this division, yon
now and then find a speck on which shell-sand or lime
has been dropt by accident, covered with white daisy
or wild clover, and these miwved with the finest grass

sD2 imaginable.
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ithaginable. They yield a striking contrast to the gloonty’
heath around them.

The soil of this division is infinitely richer, as we obser-
ved in another place, than that of the moorland parts of

Deorsetshire, Sussex, ot Yorkshire. The latter consist of

bad till or of chalk, with a thin layer of earth, formed by
decayed heath and coarse plants; but the soil of the Uist
Montich cousists of a deep stratum of moss composed of
the remains of the woods which once covered the hills,
as well as of the granite particles, and of plants and ani-
mals washed down from their sides in the lapse of ages.
The few spots that are cultivated, yield abundant re-
turns in favourable seasons ; and, if managed with tole-
rable skill and a due attention to the proper rotations of
crops, this part of the island weuld be highly valuable.
The next division, or that which borders on the lakes,
and surrounds the habitations of the greater part of the
natives ; and which, on account of its vicinity to the
western shore, where sea-weeds, the ordinary manure
used here, are stranded, has been in some measure in a-
state of cultivation for ages past. It is composed of a
layer of thin black mould, of a mossy nature, very fi-
brous and stiff, and generally resting like the montich
upon gravel, till, or granite. 'This soil is too- thin, and
its cultivation of course too expensive for being turned
to: great accoupt. Where the granite blocks cin be re-
moved, and the surface water carried off, it is found,
however, to yield: to few soils in Scotland in point of
fertility. Potatoes have been known to return 44 fold,

" and oats and barley seed from 14 to 22 fold.
This division, a3 already mentioned, is daily diminish-
ing, in consequence of the encroachments of the sandy
soil
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soil or machir, which subtends the Atlantic shore. This
fast is from a quarter of a mile to two miles in breadth
from one end of the island to the other, but at an ave-
rage about half 2 mile. It is, with some trifling ex-
ceptions, a tract of fine sand, naturally festile, but so
completely scourged by incessant crops, excessive pas-
turing, and every species of bad management, that it
requires annual supplies of manure for producing any
species of grain. If allowed some years rest, however,
it displays the greatest luxuriance and beauty of vege-
sation, The component parts of the soil are the ex-
‘uviz of fish and shell-fish, and decomposed granite,
whin-stone, and quartz. In this and the last mentioned
division very little good water is to be found.

‘The most superficial view of this island will convince

a stranger that the usual subdivisions of lands observed
in leases given on the continent of Scotland, as well 28
in many of the Hebrides, are here impracticable. The
sandy division or machir possesses neither fresh water
nor grass in winter, hut it supplies nine-tenths of the
manure used in the parish. The lake and arable divi-
" sion is too barg and upsheltered for cattle, and indeed
almost inundated in the rainy season ; and would, there-
fore, if unsupported by the other divisions, be absolutely
uninhabitable. The division of the montich, or moss,
though naturally the richest and most extensive of the
four, is in its present state a desart. But it yields fue}
SDs ‘to
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to the natives, and shelcer 10 their cattle during the most_
beisterdus: stiouths of the year. The mountaimons divi-
sion, thoagh apparently useless, shelters the island from
easterly and merth-easterly winds, the coldest that blow
in this regim of Scotland it forms exvellent harbours
in the bosem of the mourntains; and yields, i the creeks
and inlefs of the sea which are formed by them, the
staple of this country, n-mely, great quantitiac of excd-

- lent kelp.*

- There has been little. ﬂuctumon of property for manry
years past. 'The proprietors of Bojsdale and Bornish
reside jni the. distriet, and manage their gwn affairs.
R The

* It was once proposed to discuss, at some length, the im.
portant question concerning the expediency of presecuting
the kelp manufacture, to the neglect of the real agriculture

.of this district; and especially to enquire into the effects

which the aysiem.at present pursued has ypon the fisheries

-and-the conditjon of the great body of the peaple. The

length which;this report has alrcady attained, however, pre-
vents us t7om following out this subject in detail. The kelp
manutacture 1s, in the mtenm, so profitable to the propne-

* tos, and maintains such.a number of the Hebridian popul&-

tion (ulthoug,h not in the _most comfortable state) that to
stop it ls 'impossible, and to attempt such a measure would
be the he)ght of rashness and 1pjustice. Meanwhile there is
no doubt that the kelp business proves a most powerful ob-
stacle to agricultui~ as well as to the fisherics; and that, too,
without taking into account the injury (perhaps fenciful and

jmaginary) commonly believed to be done to the herring fry

by the munufacture in question,
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The other proprietors visig.it. oncmonally, but do net
regularly reside.

There being neither town, borough, por commerce
of any kind, the Uists and Barray are absolutely des-
titute of all political influence, further than what a brave
and numerous population may be considered to affard.
That population is in many respects indeed greatly be-
hind their ceuntrymen, of the improved islands, in agri-
cultural knowledge, and many of the lately received
improvements of social life 5 ‘but they are, in general,

*, an estimable race, distinguished by natural acuteness

and energy, as well as by all the moral rectitude which
is compatible with uncorrupted manners, without the
ddvantagés of education or intercourse with the world
it is scascely necessary to.add, that the higher. classes
are on 2.par in all respects with any equal number of
their countrymen.

The father and gandfathrrnf the present propristor
of Boisdale, men of enlightened minds and of active and
benevolent dispositions, gave gréat encouragement to
their tenants for prosecuting the cod and ling fisheries
on their estate ; and the families of those whom they
settled in small pendicles, on the eastern shore of their
property, meet with similar treatment from the present
worthy proprietor. These fishermen have accumulated
considerable sums by their industry, and set a good ex-
ample to all their neighbours. ‘The natives of Barray
have for ages been conspicuous for their skill and dex-
terity in fishing. Mr MNecill proposed to them, about
16 years ago, a measure which has been successfully
adopted, and has put an end to the disputes and quar-
Fels formcdy frequent smong them respecting the fish-

3D4 ing.
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ing grounds. It is perhaps peculiar to Barray, and dev
serves notice. Every fisherman and his family is sum-

moned to a general meeting once a year, where lots are
cast for certain portions of the fishing banks or grounds
which lie i the tracts adjacent to Barray, and which
are subdivided by means of land-manks, well known
and familiar to the natives. These portions of the wide
ocean are considered as property- for that year, by the
persons to whose lot they fall, in the same way as if
they were meadow or carn land ; nor is there an in-
stance of any fisherman attempting to erfftroach upon
his neighbour’s fishing station. In ordex, hqwever, to
prevent and to punish any delinquency, an annual admiral
is appointed, to whose achitration all doubss that might
arise are submitted ;—and the consequences .are, that
the fishermen of Batrray are the most active and pros-
perous now to be foupd in the Hebrides. The Uists
and Barrpy possess 450 boats, and nearly 2,200 sailors,
occasionally employed as kelp manufacturers, farmers,
and fishermen. In this point of view the district is of
high importance—for the natives are among the very

" best seamen in the British empire.

Buildings—~The common buildings in these islands
are a disgrace to a civilized country. There are only a
dozen houses covered with slates, and even these, with
a very few exceptions, are far from being splendid or
commodious ;~-the rest are thatched with straw, as in
Skye and most of the Northern Hebrides. The houses
of the common tenants and cottagers are: the most
wretched imaginable. They have neither windows nor
chimnies. Instead of windows they have round holes,

T

ot diliamuutinedi




BARRAY, &c. 798

nine or ten inches in diameter, either in the summit or
side of the thatch, as it were, to admit the rain andal- -
low some of the smoky atmosphere to escape. The
bare earth, or ratBer mud, forms the foor, and it is oft
ten lower than the ground on the ontside of the hovel,
and consequently covered with water in time of rain.
Indeed nothing can be conceived more miserable than
these habitations during tlie winter season, nor can a
stranger easily reconcile them with the character of
their possessors. The natives are by no means stupid,
or patient under annoyance ;—yet they dwell in hovels
almost as mean as those of Lapland.

Considering the extent of arable land in Barray and
the Uists, as well as the fertility of their soil, and the
immense supply of sea-weeds and other natural manures
afforded by thels shores, it is not easy to account for
the present wretched state of - agriculture and of lives
stock in this region. The first appearance of the inha-
bitants too is not very favourable, and they certainly
have not improved in dress and domestic accommoda-
tions, of late yedrs, so rapidly as the natives of most of
the other Hebrides. A stranger would accordingly ex-
claim, at first sight, « Here must be some sort of bad
management, or some defect =t least in turning the na-
tural advantages of the country to account.”—Now, two
of the proprictors of the district have large estates else-
where, the tenants of which are as prosperous as any of
their neighbours ; and they themselves and their ances-
tors were never known to oppress their people. On the
contrary, they have for ages been distinguished, even in
the songs of the bards, among the most generous and
magnanlmom of all Scottish chieftains. Other proprig,

tors
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tors of this country reside on their estates, and are
well known as the friends of their own tenants, as well
as those of their neighbours. The family of Boisdale,
for instance, has for many years contributed in number-
less ways to the comfort and welfare of all who have
surrounded it. The estate of Clanranald has for sixteen
years past been under the management of curators, who
have laid"out in a very: judicions manner several thow-
sand pounds in making roads, and upwards of L.5000
in planting trees and making inclosures upon their pu-
pil's property in Arisaig and Moideart ; and in every
respect manifested great attention to his best interests,
Mr M«Neill of Barray has been an active improver, and
a man of sound sense and great benevolence. In short;
we can perceive no efficient cause for the present stuta
of this important division of the Hebrides to spring
from the landlords, nor indeed any cause excepting the
two, to which frequent allusion has already been made;
viz. 1. The non-residence of the grest proprietors ; and,
2. The neglect of agriculture and fishing, in consequence
of the great quantities of kelp which the matives are
bound to manufacture.

The herring shoals, which formerly visited the lochs
of Uist and Barray, have Yotally abandoned them for 20
years past. Many persons impute this great misfortune
td various circumstances connected with the kelp ma-
nufacture,—such as, its smoke being offensive to those
delicate fish § its various processes of cutting, carrying,
&c. being hurtful to the herring fry, or frightening the
full grown herrings at spawning time from those haumts
where they were formerly allowed to remain unmo-
lested ;—and many other causes of the same descrip-

tion.
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tion. It is possible that these reasons may be altog:
ther unfounded and absurd; but the fact of therher-

rings having abandoned thib cosst, which wae anciemkly
perhaps the most frequented by them of all thé Hebn-
dian coasts, is certain. -

The proprietors must pay attention to the agncul
Jure of their estates, hefore the condition of the peopie
can admit of essential amelioration, Some parts at Jeast
of the rents drawn for kelp must be spent in the coun-
try, and laid owt in improving it in the various ways
already recommended, and in ameliorating the breeds .
of cattle, horses, and other Kve-stock : otherwise all
the efforts of factors and agents will prove nugatory.
These gentlemen may raise the rents, and: they may
even shew 2 good example of agricultural practice them-
selves, as Captain Cameron, Lord M¢Denald’s chamber-
lain in North Uist, has lately done,® but the people will
not follow it.. A man occupied along with his faily all
summer and part of autumn in making kelp, can hever
manage land to good purpose : he must neglect the one
or the otheriiand in Uist the land is almost completely
neglected. -

As a proof, however, of what may be done Aere, we
give Captain Cameron’s mode of improving ten acres of
peat-moss kand at Lochmaddy in North Uist He writes
so distinctly and perspicuously that we use his own
words : 4

« Lockmaddy,

® Vide p. 374.
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« Lochmaddy, 24¢b Aug. 1808.

Siz—1I inclose herewith answers to your queries
transmitted to me on the 5th last 5 and a3 you seem de-
sirops of my stating matters of personsl experience in
the improvement of my own farm, I shall do so with
great readiness, as it may add another proof to the many
already adduced, of the possibility of cultivating moss,
as well for pleasure as for advantage and profit.

« Having been in Lochmaddy, you know the land
there is altogether moss,—so much so, that in 1804,
when the house which I now live in was begun to be
built, to clear away the foundation I had peats cut in
the nsual way to the depth of four feet : I then set abouy
making a road broad enough to drive a cart on, drain-
ing the ground contiguous to the house, and paring and
burning the most boggy and dry parts, which altogether
had 3 mpst unpromising appearance. The following
winter [ began to prepare about three acres of it for
potatoes by levelling the moss, filling up the hollows,
and forming the whole into ridges of six feet broad,
with a furrow of two feet broad between each range,
taking care that the ridges were so formed that each
furrow became a separate drain, from which the moss
is cut and thrown out with a spade upon the ridges,
which are previously spread with a thin covering of
dung or sea-ware. This operation is performed as garly
in winter as possible, so that the wet moss thrown out
'may get as much as possible of the winter frost, which
has the effect of reducing it to a mould or soil; but if
the same operation is performed in summer, the moss
thrown from the furrows would immediately get inta a
hard peat, and the whole labour would be lost. The

potatoa
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potatoes are afterwards planted with a dibble in April,
and the produce generally nine or 10 feturns. The
next winter I had the ground, in which the potatoes
were, well trenched and turned over with the spade,
and the clods and lumps broken, forming every three
ridges into one, the ridges being now 22 feet broad
with 2 furrow between each. In March following,
(1806) I had the whole covered with a top dressing of
compost, made the summer before of sea sleech, or
mdd, dung, drifted sea-weeds, and rubbish of lime ; and
 the beginning of April oats sown, which were an ex-
cellent crop. The following year (1807) it was my in-
tention to have it prepared for turnips; but being im-
mediately in front of the house, and desirous of having
it turned into gfase as soon as possible, I had it again
dug with the spade, and oats sown with grass seeds, red
and white clover, and rye-grass.—The oats a good crop,
though not quite so long and rank in the straw as the
former year. In winter following I had the whole of
the three acres covered with shell sand, about 10 ton
to the acre; and this year, in June 1808, I had 400
. stone of excellerit bay, and would have had a third more
had not the oats the year before been sown too thick
for grass seeds. It is now the 24th of August, and
there is a second crop nearly equal to the first, which
it was my intention to have pastured, but I am afraid
of having the ground poached, as I do not think it yet
fit to bear cattle:—I have, therefore, preferred the
imputation of bad farming, and determined to cut it,
which is now begun ; and although, in general, shorter
than the first crop, yet I think it thicker ; it has also
more of the red clover, which is in many parts abou

two feet high, and most luxuriant.
“l
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¢« had besides the first year, m 1804, tried about an
acre of the most rutty and baggy part of the moss, by
first levelling and trenching it with the spade, and had
it afterwards covered with a top-dressing of spa-sleech
and rebbish of lime, and oats sown, which were but a
middling crop. The next year I had potatoes planted -
in the usual manner—a good crop; and the following
year prepared it for turnips, by first digging the ground
in winter and 3gain in summer, with compost and sea-
ware as manure ; and, about the middle of June, tur-
nips sown, which were as good a crop as I ever saw—
many of the turnips 11 and 12libs. This year the
ground was sown (5th April) with potatoe-oats and.
grass seeds ; the former an excellent crop; and will, I
am convinced, produce from 10 to 12 bolls an acre.

« Having thus detailed the mode of culture and crop-
ping adopted in the first four acres of moss, I think it
unnecessary to add any thing farther, than just to men~
tion that I have, besides the above, six acres mere un-
der the same rotation, (the whale in one field,) only, for
she second crop of oats have substiuted purnips, and
thereafter oats and grass seeds, which I think a better
sotation, and better calcalated for reducing the moss
dnto a mould previoas to throwing it into grass. This
fisst year, potatoes; second, oats; third year, tarnips;
fonrth year, oats with grass seeds ; and fifth year, grass.

«1 shall now give you an account of the different
kinds of crops this year upon the above 10 acres, with
the average value of each ; so that, when compared with
the expence, it may be known whether it is an object to
Ppay any attention or not to the reclaiming this kind of

land, so prevalent in every part of the Long Island.
Three
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s Three acres hay, 1st crop, 400 stones of 24 libs. -
at 8d. . . . . Li15 0
Deo. do. 2d crop, 200do. supposed 7 10

L.22 10

Two acres drilled turnips . . 15 0
Three acres oats (potatoe and early
red, one half of which laid down

with grass seeds) 18 bolls, valued -

with the straw at 21s. per boll, . 18 18
Twb acres potatoes, 250 barrels of

5 pecks, at 2s. per barrel, . . 2 ©

' L8l 8

« The only part of the annexed that may be thought
high-rated is the hay ; but you will allow the charge is
fair, when I inform you, that for three years previous
I have been obliged to impert hay from Ireland and
from Skye, which just cost me at that rate per stone
of 24 Ibs. exclusive of freight.—Now for the expence
of making the above crops, ’

Compost for 2acresoats . . . L5 0
Two bolls red oats, from Thurso in Caith- _
ness, for seed, 25s. . . . 2 10

One boll potatoe, ditto fromdo. . . " 1 8
Twelve barrels potatoe, for seed at2s. L.1 4

Thirteen barrels do. . . 8. 54
Lée 8
Labour performed in preparing 2 acres
potatoes, 3 acres oats, and 2 of tur-
nips, in which is included harvesting
the crop, and every expence, . . 44 O
L5 6
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< By the above you will observe I gain L.22. 2. nots
withstanding the high price paid for seed cats, and a
part of the seed potatoes. The expence of thie whole
to the present day has cost about L 200, in which is
included nearly half a mile of road, which cost about
L.50; and which, having first made, facilitated every
other improvement afterwards, as well as added greatly
to my comfort. In ten years hence I reckon I shall be
tepaid every expence ; from which it is deducible thata
tenant, upon 2 lease of 15 years, can reclaim moss in
the Long Island, and pay himself and 2 crofter, or per-
son that works with his own hands, in ten’ years or
less, and bring the worst moss, without even the aid
of lime, into a state of culture, fit to produce excellent
crops of potatoes, oats, and hay. What a field does
. this open for the tenants of Uist! _I am, &c. yours,”

To Mr J. MDonald. (Signed) « ALLAN CAMERON.”

The very intelligent gentleman who gave this ac-
count of moss improvement, and who is perfectly well
acquainted with the island in which he resides, and
is perhaps the best portion of the Long Island, is of
opinion that the kelp manufacture has not produced
any unfavourable effect upon the Ulist coasts with re-
spect to the herring-shoals, which he thinks have their
stated periods of frequenting and abandoning certain
shores, totally independant of what man can do. He
admitted the difficulty of rendering the kelp manufac-
ture compatible with the agricultural improvement and
prosperity of the Long Island, and the obstacles which
offer themselves to the separation of the different em-
ployments connected with both these btanches of in-

dnstry.-
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dustry. Norindeed is it at all possible wholly to re.
concile-them. The tenants are obliged to keep miore
Dorses than they would otherwise need,: and these too
of a small breed, almoest good for nothing-else, for the
purpose of carrying the sea-weed from. the shores to
the place of burning i ianto kelp, and thé various
other emplayments requisite in the course of that labo-
rioys. manufacture : By this means, their grass is wast-
ed, their breed of horses prevented from being raised -
to a proper size for the improved . husbandry,. and their
whole live-stock s seriously injured in quantity and
quality. They are liable to great 'expencg in buying
horses, and in feeding such as-they themselves rear for
the kelp manufacture ; .and as a considerable quantity
of kelp is made on the west shores of the district, corn,
hay, and grass of every sort are frequently sacrificed to
this manufacture.

Kelp is well known to be miade of sea weed either
biennially or triennially cut with sickles from' the rocks,
or. cast up by the sea-and drifted upon the shore. It ig
dried in the eun just enough to admit of burning, and
then gradually bernt into ashes in kilns of quadrangular
form, from 10 to 18 feet Jong, and about two feet four '
inches broad, and the sides and .ends two feet high.
When a sufficient quantity in proportion to. the size of
the kiln has beer burnt and reduced to ashes, the ima-
nufacturers stir about the burning embers briskly with
wooden poles pointed with iron to .he length of .hree
feet, the poles themselves being altogether nine or ten
feet long, and of this shape ~————==—thecrook being
the extremity of the iron end, and pretty thick, for the
purpose of stirring the-ashes with effect. In a few mi-

Ee nutes
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nutes the ashes become partly liquid and partly retain’
their former appearance, but the kelpers, with their poles,
work the whole mass and mix it ontil all become a liquid,
or at least is reduced to the consistence of moist clay.
The heat daring this operation is intense, and se is the
labour of the workmen. When at last reduced to the
eonsistence desired, the mass is allowed to cool, and
covered up with sea weeds and clods to. prevent ramn
from having access to it. It takes many hours te cool.
‘When cold it resembles coarse 1ava in consistenize and
weight, and is of & greyish or leaden colour. Its weight
is nearly equal to that of ordinary freestong, or lapis ollar-
is, which it resembles more than any other British stone.
Tt is supposed that 18 tons of weeds make one ton of
kelp ; but the proportion depends so much upon the
dryness of the weeds, that nothing can be accurately
ascertained about the proportion. If very wet when
burnt, the ton may require 20 tons of weeds; ¥ very
dry only nine or ten. After the first burnirg ma
kiln, or what the people of the Long Islands call dnlar
(é. e. floor of kelp,) they sometimes add ome or even
two more 4nlars to the hedp, considering it easier to
work into 2 liquid state the ashes depasited wpon kelp,
than those which are burned upon the ground, er up-.
on z brass or cast-iron flooring or bottom, and also
saving themselves the trouble of building a new kiln,
The kilns are nsually built of loose stones without any
cement excepting 2 few earthen clods. Some dross
from their walls always sticks to the kelp, and greatly
diminishes the beauty of its cxternal appearance, The
factors and ground officers of the different proprietors, -
indeed, use every effort to prevent any impurities
from



BARRAY, &c. 805

from being miked with the Kelp; but the ténants are
sometimes careless 4bout it. The kelp is then carried
in boats te the vessels which import it to the different
markets of the kingdom  The makers allow 21 cwts.
to the ton, 4s an indemnification for the dross and 1m<
purities above mentioned. They keep an account of
the quantity shipped by each individual ; and are after-
wards paid for every ton at the rate of from L.1. 10s.
to L 8. 8s. according to the circumstances of the shores,
and the difficulties Aiftending the mahufacture. Tn
some few places they receive even L.4. 4s. per tom.
Most of the ténarits pay their rents by their labour at
kelp during the sammer months 3 and have their lands
in fact gratis, or as wages for their toils The quantity
manofactored in Barray and the Ulsts, for somé vears
past, has fluctuated between 8,000 and 3,700 tons ; and
it has unquéstionably enriched the proprietors, and some
of the principal tacksnten, far beyond whit thé labour
of the inhabirants in'agriculture could have done in the
same perlod of time. Should the price, however, fall
below L.8 or L.9 pet ton, it is doubtful whether these
proprietors would not find their account in directing
the industry of their tehints exclusively towards the
improvement of the land.

The agriculture of Barray and the Uidts desérves no
particular notice. A few individuals, indeed, strive
liere and there to improve it, such as Major Macdo-
nald at Askernish in South™{Tist, Mr Maclezn of Bo-
rerdy, Mr Macdonald of Balranald, and Capt#in Came-
ron of Lochmaddy in North Uist, &c. bat they have
mapy difficulties to encounter ; and it will be long be-

Ee2 fere
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" fore this fertile tract can-be compared with even the
worst parts of Islay and the improved Hebrides.

The breeds of horses and black cattle are not bad,
but mismanagement and overstocking, as well as the
want of winter food and. housing, ruins them. The
average price of cows has for 10 years past been from
L.3to L4. 15s. a head; a miserable price for cattle
nearly as large as those of Skye and Mull ! !

The number of horses in Barray and the Uists, is_
not under 5000, and that of black cattle rather exceeds
9000 head. Of the former about 800 annually perlsh
from age, fatigue, or ba;i usage. Of the latter 900
or 950 are exported, and perhaps as many die of dis-
"tempers in the dxsmct ’

The great desiderata in this extensive tract are roads,,
mclosures, subdivision or pamcular allotment of lands,
and leases to the small tenants. Without these no ag-

xicultural .prosperity can be looked for. There ought
to be regular packet beats from Lochmaddy to Skye as
at present ; from Locli-Boisdale to Arisaig; and from
the sound of Barray to Tobbermorey in Mull. " Roads
should be made from all the harbours on the eastern
coast to the inhabited dlstncta an the western, and the
fords from South Uist to Benbecula and North Uist
ought to ‘be marked by proper sign posts; and boats
should be stationed near them for the accommodation
of passengers at all times of the tides. This should be.
particularly the case at the passage from Ardmhachir-
to, Sithean in Benbecula, and from Balvamch in the lat-
ter to Carinish or Jochcamish, the nearest point im
North Uist by the strait of. Corran.

"I
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=

+. In concludmg our remarks upon this mterestmg dis-

‘trict, it must be observed, that although Barray and
the Ulists, being kelp estates, must have a large propor-
tion of small tenants upon them, and indeed a- greater
than is necessary for the common run of the Hebrides,-
yet the proprietors will do well to accommodate a cer-
tain number of gentlemen tacksmen, or great farmers up-
on their estates. Without this the country must go
backward in the real sense of the word, good order

, will be endangered, and the legal establishments and

public duties of the district will fail of producing their
matural beneficent effects.

24. HARRIS AND LEWIS.

"T'HEsE form one large‘isla.nd ; the most extensive of
all the Hebrides, and hitherto the most neglected upon
the whole. It is 82 miles long from the sound of Ber-
nera to the Butt of the Lewis, running south-west and
north-east ; and although not so winged or. indented
by arms of the sea as Skye, yet sufficiently so to fur-
nish some of the best harbours in Great Britain. The
average breadth is 11 miles, and the square area accord-
ingly 902 miles or 451,000 Scots acres. Of this great
extent only 26,000 acres are now used as regular mea-
dow or corn land ; the rest consists of mountains,

Ec3 moors,
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moors, marshes, and other wastes. The circumference
following the sea mark is 850 miles. ‘The valued rent
is £.7783. 6s. 84. Scots, and the real actual rent, (kelp
valued a; L.10 per ton,) amounts to about L.10,000
Sterling per annump.

Dean Monyoe, ¢ Hargey. Now we returne back-
wards to the Harrey, quhilk is bot ane ile and the
Lewns togidder, extending in lenthe from the southe-
west to the north-eist to three scoir of myles, and from
the north-west to the southe-eist to 16 myle in'breid.
Within the south pairt of this ile lyes ane mangstery
with ane steipell, quhilk was foundit and bigg.i_t by
M<Cloyd of Harrey, callit Roodill. This south pairt of
the countrey callit Harrey is verey fertill and fruitfull
for corne, store, and fisching, swisse mair of delving in
it nor of teilling, Within this end of the countrey
ther is ane water, with an guid tak of salmont fisching
in it, with ane heighe greine hill callit Copesaall, maist
excellent for scheipe in the pairts quheron ther wes
sheipe, quen I wes ther without auners and verey auld.
In this countrey of Harrey, northwart, betwixt it and
the Lewis, are maney forrests, quherin are aboundance
of deiy, bot not great quantitie, verey faire hunting
games without aney woodes, with infinite slaughter of
otters and macttickes. This isle has neather wolfes,
taides, nor edders in it.

Lewis is the north pairt of this ile, and the maist
also, fau-e and well inhabite at the coste, ane fertile
fruitfull countrey, for the most pairt all beire, with
four parache kirkes, and with an castell callit Stoerna-
way 3 with three principal salt water loches, vere) gude
for take of herrings, to wit, Loche Selga, farrest to the

. . sout.hn
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south-west, Loche Pasirt, northwart frae that ane loche
that is lange and has certaine small Joches in it, quhilke
is for.that same cause callit the loches. By these ther
is uther three loches, not weill qulylomes for take of
herrings, to wit, Loche Steornaway, with infinite
fresche water loches in this Lewis. Ther are eight
waters for take of salmant. In this ile ther are maney
scheipe, for it is very guid for the same, for they'lny
forth over one mures and glenis, and enter never in a
house, and ther wool is bot anes in the ziere plukit aff
them in some fauldis. In this countrey is peit moss
land at the sea coste, and the place quhar he winnes
his peits this ziere, ther he sawis his corne the next
zeire, after that he guidds it weill with sea ware. A
grate take of whailles is oftimes in this country, so that
be relatione of the'maist ancient in this country, ther
comes 26 or 27 quhailles young and ald to the teynd anes
ther. Ther is ane cove ia this cauntrey, quherin the sea
fallis, and is twa faddom deepe at the ebb sea, and four
faddom and maire at the full sea. Within this cove
ther usis whyttenis to be slain with huikes, verey many
haddocks, and men with their wands sitting upon the
craiges of that cove, and lades and women also.”

Such is Dean Monroe’s account of this large island 3
and such pretty nearly is its present situation. In no re-
spect has it improved, excepting in consequence of the
building of Stornaway village, and the introduction of
potatoes. The kelp manufacture is indeed prosecuted
with great ardour of late years, and, in some few instan-
tes, the tenants have had their lands portioned out se-
parately, and subdivided by the.present managers; but
taking the district over-head, it is incomparably the

Ee4 " most
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most backward ‘in agriculture and in the general state’

of the inhabitants of all the western isles. Lewis was
visited by Martin, who gives a particular descripion of its
very curlous remains of antiquities, and of many of its
natural productions: Buchanan; as usual, gives merely

a translation of Dean Monroe’s account. The great’

body of this island is uninhabited. It is only along the
sea shore and within half a mile of the coast that the
few straggling hamlets and hovels of the natives are met
with ; so that scarcely an inhabited dwelling occurs in
the whole extent of it 1000 yards from salt water.
The general aspect, like that of the Uists and Barray,
is gloomy and bleak ; but in some places, and especi-
ally near the town of Stornaway, the beach is beautiful
and verdant. The greater part of the soil is moss upon
clay and gravel. There is no wood of any kind except-
ing a few bushes near Storneway, and trunks of trees
found in the mosses, as in mahy other now woodless
Hebrides. The beach is sometimes bold and rocky,
and here and there sandy and arable ; but the rocky
quality greatiy predominates. Various inlets of the sea
penetrate from five to twenty miles into the country,
and form capacious and excellent harbours on both sides
of the island, as well as good kelp shores. Vast quan-
tities of sea weeds are drifted upon the sheltered parts
of the coast, and constitute four-fifths of the manure
used by the natives. The remainder they procure
by a species of domestic economy which is too dis-
gusting to admit of a particular description.” The crops
raised are oats, -bariey, ‘flax,- and potatoes. No hemp
occurred in 1808, although Martin mentions that some
was cultivated here in his time. The manufacture of

coatse
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coarse pottery from the red clay, common over mainy
parts of Lewis, is still carried on, and might be im-
proved so as to afford a valuable article of export. It
proves the natives to be endowed with an ingenious and
mechanical turn.

Although Lewis be the most northerly of the large
Hebrides, yet such is the sharpness of the soil, and the
heat of the summer months, that harvest usually commen-
ces as early there as in anyof the Hebrides to the north.
ward of Collonsay and Icolmkill, It is not uncommon to
cut barley the first week of August, and within ¥ weeks

“of the time of sowing the seed. This barley is by some
thought to be an earlier species than the common sorts
in the other Isles, but there is no reason for believing
that any other difference exists, than merely the cir-
cumstances of the soil being sharper in Lewis, and also
of the people giving more manure to their land.

In spite of distillation and mismanagement, this island
raises grain enough for its own consumption. A
considerable quantity of black oats is distilled into
whiskey (a thing uncommon elsewhere,) and the in-
habitants of the different hamlets, ‘who possess the
lands in common, frequently join ‘6 club together
for paying the fines leviable by' the excise as the
penalty of illicit distillation. A justite of peace court
was held at Stomoway in July 1808, e the puipose
of inquiring into the delinquencies of this description
committed in the district ; and a considerslii® number
of the natives, perhaps the most uncoyth figuses to be
seen in Britain, appeared at it. They pleaded their
cause with great ingenuity ; but the matter geginglly
ended in their paying pretty smart fines, and goimg tq

thiip
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their homes grumbling and discontented. The fines,
however, were divisible in consequence of private com-
pacts by themselves, among mapy families, and smug-
gling and distillation goes on as usual. Many of those
poor people were obliged to travel from 50 to 60 miles
on foot through mountains, rocks, and morasses, in
order to attend the summonses delivered to them for ap-
pearing at this court in Stornaway, and thus to lose
“four or five days work, and travel from 100 to 120

miles, through a wild uninhabited country, while the -

matter for which they were so cruelly punished, turned
upon a mere trifle, or perhaps upon false information.
It is also unpleasant to reflect, that the temptations
to perjury, both respecting the use of salt, and the dis-
tillation from grain, are among these miserable and se-
questered regions, almost insuperable.

The population of Lewis and Harris is 13,942, which
occupying 451,000 acres, gives 32} acres to each indi-
vidual | How different from that of Icolmkill, which
affords each native only three acres !

Stornoway, the first town in the northern Hebrides,
and the only ane in Lewis, stands at the head of a fine
arm of sea and excellent hagbour of the same name. It
has gradually incregsed from a paltry hamlet of a dozen
thatched hovels, .to.the size and importance of 2 consi-
derable town, ggptaining, in July 1808, 3 population of
2305 of the folloying description, viz.

N NI
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Married ra°n or widowers...oeeesssssessees 475
Warried women or widows ceseesccecsssesce.. 587
Male children ciueeeciersiansencsncrnesseansieend99
Female childpen.ceccicsesissecncsasesgecseneess 509
Malg servants and apprentices ceeesenesease.. 59
Femalg servants...cccesseeneencopeonsessecsssens. 166
Absent MaringTSeeeeeessenssassseessesasssaasens 60

Totaln.... 980000 0c0psscsscns e ...2305

There were 44 registexed vessels of from 16 to 127
tons burden belonging to the port. apd district, which
were navigated by 156 men and boys, and of which
the topnage amounted to 1612 tons, Besides these
vessels. regularly employed in fishing and trade, there
were 104 small hoats navigated by 562 men, and occa-
sionally engaged in the herring, ling, and cod fishing.
These did not indeed belong all to Stornoway, but
many of them had their residence there for part of the
year, and: contributed to enrich the place.

Durigg the five years ending July 1808, there had
been 17,430 bayrels of cured herrings, and 719 tons of
ling and cod: fish exported from Stornoway. which, at
the most moderare. calcujation, had brought L.52,300
Sterling intq, the town. The quantity of oil expared
could not be.precisely ascertained, but it was supposed
to amount ta, 1..10,000.in value. .

It was gnufymg to find athxwmg town, in this re-
mote island, in possession of a brisk trade and fishery,
ang jts principal merchants connected by regu'ar corres-
pondence and .commercial intercourse with all parts of
Britwin and Ireland. There are two excellegt schools

regularly
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regularly taught in the town ; these were attended in
1808 by 219 scholars of either sex, who owe much to
the kind and laudible inspection of the Rev. Mr Mac-
kenzie, the minister of the parish.. This gentleman,
while accounting for the want of education throughout
the other parishes of the island, did ample justice to
the benevolence and humanity of the noble proprietor,
Lord Seaforth, and of his amiable lady, who contribute
handsomely to the support of the public education of
boys and girls upon their vast estate. But notwith-
standing all their efforts, and the exertions of some spi-
rited clergymen and individuals whe co-operate with
them, such is the degraded state of the great mass of
the population, that they will not put their children to
school, or afford them the means of ever bettering
their present hapless condition. When reproached on
this head they answer, « If we give them education,
« they will leave us.” .

The town of Stornoway, with its meat slated houses,
straight streets, and public spirited; independent, and
active population, yields a striking contrast to the rest
of the island. Dwelling-houses, dress, food, and gene-
ral accommodation, are the most wretched :magmable
throughout the whole' rangeofthecm:mrydmnct Sovile
indéed are the dwellings in generd], that"wé canriot en-
tet'Gpon a description of them.—Suffice'itto observe,
that the houses are cleancd out only oncé a year, for
the purpose of manuring the land’ with what polluted
contents the most Hoftentot economy had collected in
them during the whole season. Women undergo fa-
tigues in the labour of agriculture totally -incompatible
with their sex ;:—They are seen bare-footed and bare-

. legged,
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legged, carrying manure and peats in creels upon their
backs, and even dragging harrows gver ploughed ground;
which harrows are fastened by hair ropes round their
necks and shoulders, In short, it would be disgusting
to mention in detail the domestic and agricultural bar-
barism of those poor people, who seem to have made
no advances in civilization or comfort since the reign
of Queen Mary.

The breeds of horses and cattle are the same as in
the southern part of the Long. Island. Of late some
attention has been shown to mending the breeds of
both ; and, Mr Maskinnon of Corry, and some other
gentlemen® in company with him, bave introduced
sheep-farming, and stocked a considerable. tract of
ground with Tweeddale or black-faced sheep. They
have-also begun, to rear better cattle in Lewis than was
ever done before, taking care not to over-stock their
lands, and to manage their g‘ass with judgment and
economy. g

To mention the means of i unpm\mg Lewis and Har-
ris, would only be to repeat what has been already writ-
ten concerning Skye and the southern division of the
Long Island. This extensive tract can never be im-
proved until roads are opened from Stormoway and the
harbours on the east side to the different hamlets on
the western shore, where the great mass of the popula-
tion resides. Only 12 miles of road have as yet been
made in all the island : Nor was there in July 1808 any
appearance of prosecuting that first and preliminary
improvement. '

. Lands

o

* Vide p. 467.



814 APPENDIX.

Lands are subdivided not onfy 2s it Usst intd pen-
nies, half-penmies, aud farthings, (the last of which
ought ot on any account to be allowed, being too smalt
a farm for the maintenance of a family) but also farther,
into what are called clirigs, cianags, Sc. or half far-
things, and the half of half farthmgs No smaller sub-
division of lands than half-penny  Yands ought to be
permitted ; and of these, leases ought to be given for 4
reasonable number of years; the tenants being bound
to perform certain improvemetits'of incldsidg and @raine
ing, &c. to be paid for by the proptietor in case of re-
moval at the expiry of the lease ; and also to leave theif
lands to the eldest sont, or fo some ore heir, and not
the wholé of the family, in the event of their dying
during the currency of such lease.

The caschrom, or crooked spade, described in page
151, is the principal implement of dgriculture used
here: and it certainly answers the purposés of aration
extremely well for this soil and surface. But great
abuses prevail in heaping up the best sdils in high nar-
row ridges, and léaving broad spacés intervening; either
of bare stones or of wet ditches; instead of levelmg
the ground, and removing both the stones and redun-
dant waters, by the obvious means suggested by the
nature of the ground, and by an enlarged view of the
Best interests of the farmers themselves. Next m im-
portance to the proper subdivision of lands, and the
granting of leases upon liberal and humane principles,
" is the appropriation of the moor lands to the differerit

farms, and the division of them by competent march
dykes by the proprietor. This operation is indecd a se-
* rious one in so extensive and barren a region, bat it is
a
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2 matter of primary consequence towards the improve-
ment of the island :—At present the whole of it, ex-
cepting a few spots near the different hamlets, is one
vast common :—Of coursé, good pasturage, and judici-
ous mamagement of cattle, are entirely out of the ques-
tion.

The rents of this country may indeed be norinally
taised, for the miserable inhabitarits have no resource
bitt the linds, at whatever price these may be allotted
to them ; but the bumane proprietors will surely take
care to proportion these rents to the means enjoyed by
the people for paying them. Thishas not always been the
case ; although, at the'same time, it must be ackrow-
leged; that the proprietors alluded to are entirely inca-
" pable of wilful oppression. They are not much ac-
quainted with the country or the state of its inhabitants;
and accordingly magine; that nothing inconsistent with
their own principles and the interésts of their tenants
will be suggested by those to whose councils they listen
with regard to the management of this remote island.
Facts, however, are conclusive evidence. The people
of Lewis, and many of those of Harris, are, upon the
whole, the most miserable and degraded in this part of
the British empire,

25.—$T. KILDA, OR HIRT.

Dean Monroe.—¢ HirTa.—To the west northwess
of this ile forsaid, out in the maine ocean seas, be three-
score
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score of myle of sea, layes ane ile callit Hirta, ane mamd
Laiche ile, so far as is manurit of it, aboundant in corne
and grassings, namelie for sheipe, for ther are faxrelr
and greiter sheipe ther, and larger tailled then ther is
in any uther ile about. The inhabitants therof ar sim-
ple poor peepil, scarce learnit in aney religion, bot
M<Cloyd of Herray, his stewart, or he quhom he de-
puts in sic office, sailes anes in the zeir ther at mid
summer, with some chaplaine to baptize bairns ther ;
and if they want a chaplaine, they, baptize ther bairnes
themselfes. The said Stewart, as he himself tauld me,
uses to take ane maske -of malt ther with a masking
fatt, and makes his malt, and ere the fatt be ready, the
comons of the toune, baith men, weemen, and bannes,
puts their hands in the fatt, and findis it sweeit, and
eats the greyns after the sweeitness thereof, quhilk
they .leave nather wirt or draffe unsuppit out ther,
. qubarwith baith men, weemen, and bairnes, were deid
drunken, so as that they could not stand upon their feeit.
" The said stewart receives their dewties in meill and
reistit mutton, wyld foullis reistit, and selchis. This
ﬂe is maire nor ane myle lange, and narrest als meikle in
braid, qubilk is not seine of aney shore, botat the shore
syde of it layes three grate hills quhilk are ane pairt of
Hirta, quhilk are seein affar offe from the fore landis.
In this faire ile is faire sheeipe, falcon nests and wyld
foulis biggand, bot the streams of the sea are starke,
and are verey eivil entring in aney of the saids iles.
This ile of Hirta perteins of auld to M<Cloyd of Her-
ray.” Martin gives a long account of St. Kilda, which
was much' more populous in his time than it is at pre-
sent. He found 200 souls upon it in 1692; the re-
S : porter
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potter ini 1795 found only 87, Mr Campbell of Skip-
hess about ten veats ago 120 ; and last summer (1809}
they-amounted to 103. Buchanan gives a literal trans-
lation of part of Dean Monrde’s description.

This rertiote island lies 48 miles westward and by
notth of North Uist, which is the nearest to it of the
Hebrides, and about 140 miles from the mainland of

.Scotland. It is three miles long and two and a half

broad, and together with its wild and precipitous de-
pendencies, or adjoining islets, comprehends nearly
800 acres of superficial exteént. The soil is mossy but
abundantly fertile ; and the general aspect of the island
is by no means so bleak and sterile in summer as its ex.
posed situation would lead us to expect. Barley, oats,
and potatoes thrive tolerably well, especially the first
and last mentioned ; for oats are frequently shaken and
blighted by the storms.

Of quadrupeds there are dnly four species, horses,
cows, sheep, and dogs. No essential difference can be
traced between the breeds of these which have been
reared here for ages, and those of the Long Island,
from whence they were probably fir-t imported. Nor,
indeed, can we now find much of those characteristic
differences of any kind described by Martin and Mac-
aulay, as well as by the Committee of the General As-
sembly in 1709, which formerly rendered this small
island a curiosity to the inquisitive traveller.

Colonel 'Macleod, the present proprietor, bought it
a few years ago from the heir of the ancient family
named by Dean Monrbe, and proves, in every sense
of the word, a blessing to the inhabitants. They are
no longer fleeced to the skin, or oppressed to down-

SF righ¢
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right beggary and starvation as formerly, but encouraged
to industry, and amply rewarded for their labours by 2
humane and enlightened master.

~ A project has now been entered into of enabling the
natives to have regular communication at the proper
seasons of the year with the Long Island and the rest
of their country, They have received two stout boats
as a present from the proprietor. A young man of
knowledge and enterprise from Edinburgh has taken 2

part of the lands in lease, and bound himself to build.

a good house, and to impreve the island in various
ways, especially by teaching the inhabitants the best
mode of turning to account the staple production of the
place, which is wild fowls and their feathers or down.
Of these, large quantities were always exported, but
not one-tenth of what might have been secured by the
natives. They will now prosecute their labours with
additional perseverance and success, having abundance
of the requisite tools and the advantage of a ready
market. ) :

The inhabitants of this remote island live precisely
as Martin described them a century ago; but they
have much more knowledge of the world, and conse-
quently less. of their primeval simplicity and perhaps
innocence of manners. <« They live (says Martin) con-
tentedly together in a little village on the south-east
side, St Kilda, which they commonly call #ie country ;
and the Isle Boreray, which is little more than two
leagues distant from tiiem, they call the northern country.
The distance betweerr their houses is by them called
the High Street : Their houses are low built of stone,
and a cement of dry egrtly; they have couples and ribs

of
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of wood covered with thin earthen turff, thatched over
these with straw, and the roof secured on-each side
with double ropes of straw or heath, poised at the end
with many stones: Their beds are commeanly wnade in
the walls of their houses ; and they lie on straw, but
never on feathers or down, though they have them in
greater plenty than all the Western Isles besides. The
reason for making their bed-room in the walls of their
houses, is to make room for their cows, which they
take in during the winter and spring. '
<« They are very exact in their properties; and divide
both the fishing as well as fowling rocks with as great
niceness as they do their corn and grass; one will not
allow his neighbour to sit and fish on his seat, for, this
being a part of his possession, he will take care that
no encroachment be made upon the least part of it:
and this, with a particular regard to their successors,
that they may lose no privilege depending upon any
parcel of their farm. They have but one boat in the
isle; and every man hath a share in it proportionably
to the acres of ground for which they pay rent. They
are stout rowers, and will tug at the oar for a long
time without any intromission. When they sail, they
use no compass, but take their measores from the sun,
moon, or stars; and they rely much on the course of
the various flocks of sea-fowl; gnd this last is their
surest directory. 'When they go to the lesser isles and
rocks to bring home sheep, or any other purchase, they
carry an iron pot with them, and each family furnishes
one.by turns; and the owner, on such occasions, has a
small tax paid him by all the famili¢s in the isle, which

is by them called the potpenny.
8F 2 Thesc
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¢ These poor people do sometimes fall down, as they
climb the rocks for fowls and eggs, and perish: Their
wives, on sach oceasions, make doleful songs, which
thev call lamentations. The chief topicks are their
courage, their dexterity in climbing, and their great
affection which they shewed to their.wives and chil-
dren.” :

Sea fowis.—In this respect nature has been as boun-
tiful to St Kilda as to any spot on the globe. The
countless millions which perpetually swarm around the
principal island and the smaller. adjacent isles, literally
darken the air.

“ The northern ocean in vast whirls
Boils round the naked mclancholy isles
Ot tarthest Kilda, and the Atlantic surge
Pours 1n athong the stopmy Hebrides :
Who can recoynt what transmigrations there -~
Are annual made? What vations come and go?
Aud how the living clouds on clouds arise?
Infinite wings! till all the plume-dark air,
And rude resounding shore are one wild cry.
Here the plain hunﬁ!vss native to the rocks,
Dire-clinging, gathers his ovarious food ;, '
Or sweeps the tishy shore, or treasures up
The plumage,: rising full, to form the bed
Ot lusury. Aud here a-while the Muse,
Righ hovering over the broad cerulean scene,
Pees Caledonia in romantic view.”

. Thomson.

h
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1. Bunnabhuachaille, or great awk, is the largest
bird met with in the neighbourhood of .St Kilda. It
is larger than the common goose, of a black colour, the
srides red, having a long white spot under each eye:
The bill is Jong and broad at the base. It cannot fly
by reason of the shortness of its wings; lays only one
epg; and, if robbed.of it, lays no mare that season. It
arrives in St Kilda early in May, and departs towards
the latter end of June.

2. Gannet, orsolan goose.* This bird constitutes
the principal wealth of the people of St Kilda. He is
rather smaller than a goose; builds his nest and rears
his young only on a few uninhabited islets in Scotland,
such as the Bass in the Firth of Forth, the rock of .:il-
~ sain that of Clyde, and the St Kilda islets. It is said
that he also builds in some rocks in Orkney and Shet-
land. In the months of March and April the solan
geese are innumerable around St Kilda. Upwards of
20,000 are annually consumed by the natives, besides
an immense number of eggs. In September and Octay
ber they leave St Kilda, and diréct their course south.
ward, where they are met with as far as the mouths of
the Tagus and Guadiana.

The solan goose is seldom known to fly over land ;
but when he meets with 3 promontory or island, he ge
nerally makes a circuit, and keeps himself above the
water of the sea. Hence the vulgar tradition, that he
cannot fly out of sight of the ocean, but ;vould instant
ly fall down if he did not smell the sea.

. 3,

? Pelicanus Bassanus, Lizs.
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8. Fulmer, or fullumar, is the next in importance

to the gannet : it is a species of gull, which supplies

these islanders with oil for their lamps, down for pay-
ing their rents, food for their tables, balsam for their
wounds, and a medicine for all their distempers, besides
acting as an infallible barometer; for while these-birds
keep the sea, the peopleofSt Kilda m::ertamofgood
weather.

4. Limbhi, or guillemot. This bird is nearly as large
as a duck, and yields, both by its eggs and flesh, a
large portion of food to the natives. It is also a baro-
meter, and keeps the s¢a only in good weathes:

5. Falk, or razor-bill, is somewhat smaller than the
limhi, and its eggs and flesh are equa.l!ycsteemed with
those of the former. “ .

6. Buigir, or coulterheb, is smaller in size than amy
hitherto mentioned, but more are taken of them thsa
of all the rest put together

- #
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DESCRIPTION DES ISLES HEBRIDES,

Par D'ARFVILLE, 1540,

A costé d’Escosee de la part d’Occident en la Mer Hi-
bernique, sont les isles que Pline 2 nommées Britanies,
et autres Meuanies, et Hebrides : Boetus en conte 43,
mais- il y comprend PIsle de Man, qui souloit apparte-
nir au Duc d’Albanie : ainsi qu’en font foy les armoi-
ries de la dicte isle qui sont les memes d’Albanie, as.
sauoir trois iambes d’hommes armezayans les esperons
aux piedz, encores que le Roy d’Angleterre la possede.
La premiere de ces Isles Hebrides, et la plus proche d’Es-
cosse est Arana, ainsi appellée des Latins; mais des mo-
dernes Aran, qui est Conté : en icelle y a uné si haute
montaigne que de la sommite d'icelle estant le temps clair,
lon void aisément P'Isle d’ Hibernie, ou Irlande, encores
que la distance soit du moins de 40 mille, Botte, ou -
Butte, Elavv, et Rothesa: et non loing de 13 est Ailze,
petite isle abondante en oyseaux solans. La plus fer-
tile de toutes est Yla, abondante en froment et metal.
Apres suit Combra, et Mula, et ioignant icelles Iona,
celebrée pour les sepultures des anciens Roys d’Ecosse.
Puis Evvist, Levvis, et Skie, qui sont les plus grandes,
Colle, Cannay, Rum, Egge, Muk, Scarbo, Rona, et
autres escriptes par ordre en la Carte Johannes Major
én nomme quelques vnes ainsi, Argila. Aranea, Au-

i,
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