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Clan Davidson Society USA
announces their Hall of Fame
Our Clan Davidson Society USA is, as most

know, a true  all-volunteer organization. It has sur-
vived, indeed thrived, over the years due to the efforts
of some very special people. Some of these folks have
been recognized over the years, but many, most actu-
ally, have not. I feel we, as the current leaders of this
group, have been remiss in recognizing these special
and hard working people, and now�s the time to rec-
tify this shortcoming.

It is with a sense of deep appreciation that I an-
nounce the establishment of the CDS-USA Hall of
Fame. Membership in the Hall of Fame  comes
through several vehicles: 1) from the honorees as listed
on the Society�s Memorial Quaiche and those who
may be in a retired status who will most likely be listed
on the Memorial Quaiche (a long time from now!); 2)
those who have been awarded a Clan Chief�s Award;
and, 3) those Members who have been awarded the
Society�s Award of Merit. What�s the Award of Merit,
you ask? Ah, I forgot to mention this, didn�t I?

To be eligible for nomination for receipt of an
Award of Merit, the nominee must meet the require-
ments of a fairly stringent set of criteria (a  copy of
which will be provided upon request) and be approved
by the Society�s Board of Directors. Each Award win-
ner will receive a handsome and colorful framed cer-
tificate.

I am absolutely delighted to announce the list of
initial recipients of this special recognition. They are,

in alphabetical order: Jennifer Bozeman � Reg. 16
Co-Director (Active) for many years; Willie and
Frances Brown � Various Society Offices (Ret.) for
many years; Bob & Jan Davidson �  Reg. 18 Direc-
tors (Active) for many years; Darwin & Jackie
Davidson � Reg. 6 Directors (Ret.) for many years;

Continuyed on page 25

Happy New Year!  Sending wishes for a healthy, prosperous & joyous year!
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Please tell everyone about

Beth’s
Newfangled
Family Tree!
No postage, no subscriptions,

no strings at all...just read,
maybe print...and enjoy!
New issues the first of

each month at
this site!

Your Scottish and
Genealogical news

is always welcomed!
Send to bethscribble@aol.com

http://www.electricscotland.com/bnft

Can you find Narra The Wonder Cat?
She�s hiding amongst her friends below?

HHHHHappy Nappy Nappy Nappy Nappy New Yew Yew Yew Yew Yearearearearear
f r omf romf romf romf rom

TTTTTom & Beth, Alasom & Beth, Alasom & Beth, Alasom & Beth, Alasom & Beth, Alastairtairtairtairtair
and Nand Nand Nand Nand Narararararra Tra Tra Tra Tra Thhhhhe We We We We Wonder Conder Conder Conder Conder Catatatatat!!!!!
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     A letter from your editor...A letter from your editor...A letter from your editor...A letter from your editor...A letter from your editor...
Resolutions from 1850 -
still in effect now in 2K10!

If you work with genealogy, it doesn�t take long for you to
realize that your ancestors were just like us.  They weren�t perfect.
They were human beings mostly doing the best they could.

In my own papers, my 3-great grandfather Cone wrote to one
of his cousins, �Why in the world won�t you take time to take pen in
hand and write to me about your family?�  He grumpily writes for
several paragraphs about how his Cone relations just won�t help

birth year twice on any document.  I resolve to
get younger as time passes.

4.  I resolve to have each of my children
baptized in a different church - either in a dif-
ferent faith or in a different parish.  Every third
child will not be baptized at all or be baptized by
an itinerant minister who keeps no records.

5. I resolve to move to a new town, new
county, or new state at least once in every ten
years - just before those pesky enumerators from
the Census come around asking silly questions.

6.  I will make every attempt to reside in
counties and towns where no vital records are
maintained or where the courthouse burns down
every few years.

7.  I resolve to join an obscure religious
cult that does not believe in record keeping or
in participating in military service.

8.  When the tax collector comes to my
door, I�ll loan him my pen, which has been
dipped in ink that fades away in a few weeks.

9.  I resolve that if my beloved wife, Mary,
should die, I will marry another lady called �Mary.�

10.  I resolve not to make a will.  Who needs
to spend money on a lawyer?

When you read this, ask yourself if your
own ancestors did the same as Mr. Hydenwel.
Bet some of them did!

Happy New Year! Love, beth

him with the genealogy he is trying to create.
I howled with laughter when I first received

my copy of his letter.  I had - not 30 minutes before
- written a letter pretty much like the one that was
written so long ago.  My letter was grumpy too.

So, in addition to my own Resolutions to
�get skinny,� �run everyday� and �be more mind-
ful of keeping good records,�  will be (tongue
in cheek) the same ones that a fella called Henry
Hydenwel wrote back on New Year�s Eve of
1852.  With thanks to the nice folks in Prattville,
Alabama and their Autauga Genealogical Soci-
ety for Mr. Hydenwel�s resolutions.

As I read Mr. Hydenwel�s resolutions, I re-
alized that many of my own ancestors must have
made the same promises to themselves.

So, picture Henry Hydenwel in 1852, writ-
ing by candlelight.  He dips his quill pen in ink and
begins to write his own New Year�s Resolutions:

1.  No man is truly well-educated unless he
learns to spell his name in at least three differ-
ent ways within the same document.  I resolve
to give the appearance of being extremely well-
educated in the coming year...writing my own
name in as many ways as I can think of.

2.  I resolve to see to it that all of my children
will be named the same names that my ancestors
have used for more than six generations in a row.

3.  My age is nobody�s business but my own.
I hereby resolve to never list the same age or
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Looking for your Scottish Family HIstory?

www.scotpress.com
Information on hundreds of Scottish

families, as well as:

* Bagpipe music books
* Scottish history and culture
* Scottish and Celtic folklore
* The Scots and Scots-Irish in

North America
* Antique estate & interesting

Scottish Jewelry
* Small Scottish Antiques

Visit our site to purchase instant download materials

Unicorn Limited, Inc.
Since 1979, your #1 Source

for information on all things Scottish!
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The IGI by Jeannette Holland Austin
The International Genealogical Index is a tran-

scription of parish registers by members of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.

The registers were
translated and are avail-
able online. LDS.org

This work is accu-
rate and something that
the genealogist can rely
on. Christening dates,
however, do not reflect
the actual date of birth.
People had their children
baptised sometimes as
away from the birth date
as one or two years.

You may ask why all of the parish registers in the
world are not transcribed. This is because of social-
ism, fascism, communism and religious persecution.
Some of you may wonder why we need to be creating
a democracy in Iraq. The reason is that the US reli-
gious community is not welcome in countries who do
not embrace freedom and are frequently kidnapped
and killed while visiting overseas.

Thanks to Ronald Reagan in tearing down the
Berlin wall, the church was able to film some German

records. However, this is incomplete because the Rus-
sians are still in possession of many German and Pol-
ish records. So, what is available to researchers is the

records from the Free World.
Another resource of the

church is the Ancestral File.
Please, please use this as a guide-
line. Both members and non-
members submit their gedcom
files so that they may be comput-
erized and indexed by volunteers.
Then, the computer merges the
data (everything being equal).
This is why you may see children
with the same given name listed

several times, but maybe a year or so apart. Assume
that there is only one Mary (for example) and go from
there in trying to establish a more accurate timeline.

I use the ancestral file as worksheets. For one
thing, they frequently list a place of origin or birth. This
helps me to know where to look next.

No genealogy is accurate without a complete
documentation, so we must really dig through existing
records. It is through the hard, hard work of genealo-
gists that we have gathered, indexed and published as
many records as we have. Thanks, guys!

Contact Jeannette Holland Austin
at <jeannette@georgiapioneers.com>

Did you know that Bill Cosby was good enough at football to
be offered a trial with the Green Bay Packers?  It�s true.

Tom Cruise was an all-around sports star at school, but it
was his wrestling that led to his acting career: he was on the
school wrestling team and injured his knee - and turned to acting
instead!  That�s true too.

Billy Crystal attended college on a full baseball scholarship
but decided not to pursue a career in the sport.  That�s true as
well.
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A Tour Around Scotland Through
Her Distilleries

Let�s start the New Year by traveling around
Scotland, visiting some of the key distilleries in each of
the various whisky regions of the country. Regional
variations have always been a basic way of describing
the primary aroma and flavor attributes of specific whis-
kies. For instance, a novice to the enjoyment of single
malt whiskies might wish to explore the lighter, more
fragrant and floral whiskies distilled in The Lowlands
or Speyside, rather than begin with the powerful, peaty
and smoky whiskies of Islay.

As with any tour, a map is a good place to start.
Over the years, I have seen as many as eight or nine
whisky distilling regions identified, but for this trip,
we�re going to visit four: The Lowlands, The High-
lands, Speyside, and Islay (pronounced �eye � luh�).

Our tour begins in Edinburgh, which is located in
The Lowlands whisky region. A quick drive to the vil-
lage of Pencaitland brings us to the Glenkinchie Dis-
tillery. Lowland whiskies � there are only about three
currently active distilleries here � are sweet, delicate,
floral and herbal in aroma and flavor � very similar to
the landscape with its farms and gentle terrain. A broad
swing to the southwest brings us to Bladnoch Distill-
ery in Wigtown. Bladnoch has recently come back on
line once again producing spirits after several years of
dormancy. The Lowlands part of our tour ends just
outside Glasgow at Dalmuir, where the Auchentoshan
distillery can be seen from the busy A-9 highway.

The next leg of our tour takes us past Loch
Lomond to the coast where we catch the �CalMac�
(Caledonian MacBrayne) Ferry to Islay. This island is
home to seven active distilleries, most known for their
bold, briny, peaty, smoky aromas and flavors. Some
people even detect medicinal tones to the aroma. Water
sources for most of the distilleries on the island flow

through peaty aquifers, providing additional peat in-
fluences to the whisky, in addition to that which has
been burned in the drying process of the barley.  Islay
single malts include Laphroaig, Lagavulin, Ardbeg,
Bowmore, Bruichladdich (�brook loddie�),
Bunnahabhain (�bun a hav inn�), and Caol Isla (�kull
eela�).

Back on the mainland, we are in the largest of
Scotland�s whisky distilling regions: The Highlands. So
vast and diverse (for whisky making) is the region that
it is generally broken down into sub-regions such as
West Highlands, Central Highlands, etc. While on the
west coast, we visit Oban Distillery, one of the very
few distilleries to be located in an urban setting, right
in downtown Oban! A short drive north to Fort Will-
iam brings us to the Ben Nevis Distillery, located on

T h e  W h i s k y  C o l u m n
Ray Pearson, Glenfiddich Ambassador

Ray Pearson

ray.pearson@wgrantusa.com

Continued on page 7
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Ray Pearson

ray.pearson@wgrantusa.com

the outskirts of the city, at the base of Scotland�s tall-
est mountain. Driving northeast through the Scottish
Highlands, we come to Dalwhinnie. At just over 1000
feet in elevation, Dalwhinnie is Scotland�s highest dis-
tillery above sea level and lies in a vast valley sur-
rounded by rugged mountains.

A short drive east from Dalwhinnie brings us to

the fabled Speyside area of The Highlands. About 80%
of the world�s best known and best selling single malts
are from this area. Speyside is to Scotland what the
Napa and Sonoma regions are to California�s wine
industry � a concentration of producers in a relatively
small area. Driving through Speyside is driving through

The Whisky Column, continued from page 6

Continued on page 7 Continued on page 8
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a Scottish geography lesson: it seems like each river
has a distillery named after it! We pass distilleries
sharing their names with the rivers Devron, Dullan,
Fiddich, Livet, and, of course, the Spey itself. Although
vast in area, The Highlands and Speyside whiskies
generally exhibit profiles of spiciness, honey, fruiti-
ness with complexities of both aromas and flavors.

We end our tour of Scotland�s distilling
regions at The Glenfiddich distillery in
Dufftown. One of the few distilleries to still
offer a free dram at the end of a distillery tour,
Glenfiddich was the first distillery to open its
doors to the public � forty years ago. Here, the
World�s Most Awarded Single Malt Whisky is
made in time honored, traditional methods. As
we leave the distillery in a moderate downpour,
our tour guide leaves us with a hearty �Och � a
fine day for whisky making�!!

Map taken from �The Whisky Trails�, by
Gordon Brown. ' 1993 by Multimedia Books, Ltd.

The Whisky Column, continued from page 7 Dick Cardell to
speak at JGS
January meeting

The Jacksonville Genealogical Society
will hold their monthly meeting at the Webb-
Wesconnett Branch Library, 6887 103rd
Street, on January 23, 2010, at 1:30.

Please note this is a date change from
our normal meeting time.

Our speaker will Mr. Dick Cardell, the
society�s historian and parlimentarian. His
topic will be his latest genealogical trip to
Europe. Mr. Cardell has always given our
members and guests an informative and fun
program.

Please plan to attend. For additional in-
formation, please contact, Jim Laird, (904)
264-0743.

Does anyone have
unwanted copies of
the old Family Tree
or BSBL publication?

I did not end up with any copies of The
Family Tree that I produced from 1990 until
2005.  I did not end up with any copies of
Clan Donald�s publication, By Sea By Land,
that I produced for almost ten years.

If anyone has any unwanted copies of ei-
ther of these, I surely would appreciate it if they
would mail them to me.  I�ll be happy to reim-
burse the postage.

Thanks thanks.  Just mail to Beth Gay-
Freeman, 102 Lakeside Drive, Walhalla, SC
29691.
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The Scottish Heritage of Southeast Georgia in-
vites you to the Eighth Annual Robert Burns Supper
to be held on Saturday, January 23, 2010 at the Trin-
ity Episcopal Church in Statesboro, Georgia.  Name
tags and social half hour at 6:00 PM with the Cer-
emonies & Supper at 6:30 PM.

The speaker for the 2010 Burns Supper, Joseph
E. (Joe) Dabney, writes and speaks about Southern-
ers who descended from the Scots and Scots-Irish.
He has received national attention for his books,
Mountain Spirits, More Mountain Spirits, HERK
and Smokehouse Ham, Spoon Bread & Scupper-
nong Wine.

Smokehouse won the prestigious James Beard
Foundation�s top book prize in 1999, �Cookbook of
the Year,� considered the �Oscar� of food world lit-
erature, and was a selection of the Book of the Month
Club�s Good Cooks Division.

Beard Awards Chairman Nach Waxman called
it, �The best of the best, a book that makes an impor-
tant, lasting contribution to food literature and culture�
by Cumberland House, now an imprint of
Sourcebooks, Inc. Dabney recently completed another
�cultural cookbook� � The Food, Folklore & Art
of Lowcountry Cooking � to be published by
Sourcebooks in May, 2010.

TIME Magazine described Dabney�s first book,
Mountain Spirits (Scribner), as �a splendid and some-
times hilarious history� of the Southern Appalachian
moonshine culture. He appeared on the NBC Today
Show, being interviewed by Gene Shalit, and was
elected a �Knight of Mark Twain� by the Mark Twain
Journal. On the basis of his folklore books, he was
awarded the 2005 Jack Daniel�s Lifetime Achieve-

ment Award by the Southern Foodways Alliance at
the University of Mississippi in Oxford.

After Pat Conroy, the novelist, read Joe Dabney�s
latest book, Smokehouse Ham, Spoon Bread and Scup-
pernong Wine, he wrote these words: �It makes my mouth
water for Southern food and my heart hunger for Southern
stories. Not since the FOXFIRE series has something from
the Appalachian experience thrilled me so.�

Joe Dabney to
speak at the
Scottish Heritage
Society of
Southeast Georgia

Tickets for this evening
are only $20 each ($40
couple).   The meal will be
catered by RJ�s Restaurant
of Statesboro.  Pre-registra-
tion is required.  For tickets
to the dinner and member-
ship information, contact
Beverly Presley, Treasurer
at 912-681-3049.  You may,
if you wish,  also email
<beverlypresley@mac.com>
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The editor of the Clan Blair Society Newsletter - Blair Bruidhinn, - Allen Rountree,   is shown here
wearing his dad�s WWII Army uniform, while attending a Veteran�s Day celebration recently honoring the
�Greatest Generation.�

Mr. Rountree displayed the family 1941 Chevrolet that his dad drove to his defense-job, at the Kaiser
Shipyards near San Francisco, as a pipe fitter on ships going to the war in the Pacific.

When Mr. Rountree was born in 1944, his Dad was on leave from the Army and brought Allen and his
mother home from the hospital in �The Chevy.� The engine is all original and the paint and upholstery is fully
restored including 1941 license plates and a �B� ration sticker.

Allen Rountree mqy be contacted at <alpha-7@att.net>,  or 408.247.6544.

SAMS info if you�d like to join!
The Scottish-American Military Society (SAMS)

was founded and chartered in North Carolina, April
12, 1981, as a nonprofit organization with the following
purpose: To preserve and promote Scottish and Ameri-
can Armed forces customs, traditions and heritage, by:
* Providing a forum for the exchange of military his-
tory and genealogical information  * Conducting pub-
lic education programs  * Presenting military student
honor awards  * Supporting Scottish activities at High-
land Games  * Making contributions to qualified schol-
arship f u n d s  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s   * Making appro-
priate charitable contributions  * Providing a fraternal
atmosphere for members

Membership is open to honorably discharged
veterans, or active duty or reserve military persons

who have served with any branch of the US Armed
Forces and are of Scottish ancestry. There are two
posts in Georgia. Post 13 serves the Atlanta area and
Post 7 serves the Savannah area. More information is
available at www.s-a-m-s.org or from Chuck Rogers,
National Quartermaster, (912) 369-2309 or email:
c r m f r o g e r s @ c l d s . n e t .
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I am following a lead of an ancestor named
ISAAC BROWN (b. 1806 Scotland) in the
United States. A family story on a website in
USA is that ISAAC BROWN was once a
“MacDIERNIE” of the Campbell’s of
Breadalbane Clan from Scotland. He
changed his name after “running away” from
his work (time frame unknown). It is said he
arrived in America in 1820.

In looking through the site, I can not find
any match to MacDIERNIE. Are you familiar
with that name or was it a spelling of an-
other name? Is it possible that the spelling
is incorrect or lost in translation? The clos-
est I noticed was MacDERMID or
MacDIARMID. Maybe when the story was
told they guessed at the spelling? I have
nothing to go on. Sorry!

Any help would be most appreciated. I look
f o r w a r d  t o  h e a r i n g  f r o m  y o u .

Lanzi Reel, 803 Trumpington Ct., Las Ve-
gas, NV 89178 USA.

Email - lanzisunshine@hotmail.com
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Our Kids Coloring Book with thanks to Barb Ripple and
Jude MacKenzie and the Northern Arizona Celtic Heritage
Society.
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The Glenrothes celebrates
Malt Master John Ramsay
with legacy bottle

John Ramsay has been with The Glenrothes since
1991, and if you’ve bought a bottle of the single malt
Speyside whiskey since 1994, you’ll find his name on it.

The Malt Master retired this summer, and to cel-
ebrate his tenure The Glenrothes has produced a lim-
ited edition bottle not only bearing his name, but also
his blending genius.

With thanks to Ramsay Report, the newsletter of
Clan Ramsay Association of North America.    Con-
tact Clan Ramsay by contacting their Clan Convener,
Dr. Carl Bailey at d-bailey@charter.net

Clan Davidson International Gathering includes
plans to host an International Gathering of Clan
Davidson for the 2nd weekend in June, 2011. Here’s
a New Release I sent out to the CDS-USA Regional
Directors and our sister Davidson organizations around
the world:

The Clan Davidson Society, USA, Inc. will be
sponsoring an International Gathering of Clan Davidson
on the 2nd weekend of June(June 10, 11 & 12), 2011.
The event will be held in conjunction with the Kansas
City Scottish Highland Games [http://
www.kcscottishgames.org/].

The event will be held on the banks of the Mis-
souri River at the E.H. Young Riverfront Park in the
picturesque and historic village of Riverside, Missouri

[ h t t p : / /
www.riversidemo.com/
]. Riverside is
a suburb of
Kansas City
and is located
just 12 miles
south of the Kansas City International Airport.  In ad-
dition to the KCSHG competitions and pageantry
throughout the weekend, CDS-USA will be holding
an informal “meet and greet” cocktail party on Friday
evening, a formal dinner on Saturday evening and an
informal “Auld Lang Syne” farewell gathering on Sun-
day evening.

This article concludes on page 14

International Gathering
of Clan Davidson set for
June 2011 in KC, MO




































