John Shaw 1000 MacBubba member

John Shawfrom near Greenville, Sout
Carolina became the 1000Big, bad and plaid”
Clan MacBubba member when he joined the gro
at the 2007 Charleston Highland Games Septe
ber 13" during the annual Clan MacBubba Homé
coming there.The MacBubba group is sponsore
by Caberdancer Graphic Design, Inc. Shown
theright is RorWright, president of the compan

Shown also on this page is the 2007 grofip.
photograph of Clan MacBubba. '

Anyone may join this group regardless of a
other afiliation. Clan MacBubba is simply for fun
and does d&r membership both to those of Sco

Continued on page 2
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Charleston

Highland Gameg
September 15, 2007 ‘
3N
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See more Charleston '
photographs on pages 27-3(k:

% CLAN HAY V9

MacBubba , continued fom page 1

tish heritage - but also those who do not hav 4
Scottish background - but who feel afirafy for
Highland Games, music, traditions and culture.

Members of the group include Scottis™
Chiefs, those who have a diverse ethnicity a
people from every possible economic and soc. 79
strata. .

If you'd like more information on :f
Caberdancer Graphic Design, Inc., or Cle
MacBubba, just visit http://wwwaberdancetrom i

Page 2 Beth’s Newfangled Family Tree Section 2 October 2007



Contact them xow/

Clan Grabam Society

If you are a Graham or Sepl of Graham,
you are cordially invited 1o share in a
proud and noble heritage
For application, wrile

CLAN GRAHAM SOCIETY
Moeris GGraham
PO Box 70
Yucca, AL 08438-0070
whan. clan-graham-society.ang

Clan Macneil Association of America

U TR o Bl Ty e L]

i [ i el pou e - ﬁ-

Fiopl™ narvs, oo (00 A f i
cudcrg b ‘!"!

Wi, Mactied Macres bl Sncred o ¥
Uartal Mechiie Mecoss ksl Mo [ T
Wchoad Rachelop hhaoatsp bt Ml bl . = s -
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iborwell  Bichandll Moraal eickes . Mowois Mohesn
Molmispa Mcspdsge, Bcfialy Menelly MocHasly
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President {1, McMall Haker, Ir

Jhisel Vbl LN D Wl MO P _ A =
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Mecugan. Nacpugen MacGugen. Mecguged.  [acksonvilla, FL 3211 7-2628

WCCoaEan, Mogaanan, Moo, Mgl il kg
Melupes Vecpuean VMelasgr Wepuags

clan macneil.net

CLAN MACKINNON
AL SOCIETY

N T
L :
it | = Ron Webberson
__.-*-,".'.'.' High € ommissioner/Convener
A | : -_-' i N1
L = i sii. €' 950

Clan Skene Association, Inc.
Inwites membership from Skene and sepis

Careon, Camey/Carmde, Currehill, Dyas, Dwves,

Dhver. Hall, Halvard'Hallvard, MacCialliard,

Fenme and Skans
Robert J. Skeens,
2 VP & Membership Chairman
1705 Woodmnuff Street
Bethany, MO 64224
Email.: rjskeensiggrm. net

OLAN DAVIDRON BOCIETY,

[Yay idson, Fressdent

Michac] Wb

Scottish Clans &
Organizations!

(formery TECA)

SCOTTISH TARTANS AUTHORITY USA

The most comprehensive database of tartans

Peter Wilson, Registrar
5732 Rebel Dr Charlotte NC 28210
Tel 704 535 8955 Fax T04 973 9736
E-mail: pmwilson@greatscotintl.com

Web : www.tartansauthority.com

I yow w crrlel .".-Jrq'_,ﬁ'.-\." VOnF gErOng fo
e represented heve, jfust contact BN T
i Bethsoribblsdand, com

These addy are NOT expensive and
e o grect way o reach poterdiol e
members, 3500 per issue or 5640, 00
per year (Pay for a vear and ger 12
e for anly S35.00)

Pilecrse semd mome and billing
mlress and your ad copy. [ vouw wish
fir send @ brsiness cavd ard a check
st manid tor: Beih Cray, 347 Kocky
Ervall Rl Werlheelln, 5O 29690, Mokes
checks fo Heh Coay, please
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Umque Custom De.ngn (& Production Services
| H R [

Mo 909 West Main Street Tobisse it
creen Prinfing
fwards & |fedals Walhalla SC 20691 00

‘Pins & Banners Tel 864-638-8102 o St

(ffset Printing Fax 864-718-8105 Provd Sponsars of
Embruiderjr mmm.cﬂ[mrtfa.nner.mm [‘jan H&EBH'J]J&
Flying Heraldry sales @eaberdancer.con Sﬂﬂfﬁtj’ Int.
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* CSA Memorial in |
j.  Wallhalla, SC £

R

9. 4

The Confederate
Memorial in Walhalla,
South Carolina was §
erected by the Oconeefs
Southern  Heritage g
Group on Confederate &
Memorial Day May 10, g
2002.

The stone reads:
“War Between the
Sates, 1861-1865.”

“Dedicated to the
brave and gallant Con-
federate soldiers and
their families of Wst
Pickens District,
Oconee County - who,
despite geat hadships
gave their blood and
earthly possessions in
defense oft8tes Rights
and their beloved
Southland. May we
never foget them and
what they stood for

If you have a Con-
federate  Memorial
you'd like to have fea- ;
tured in these pages, jus@® = §
send photos (jpeg please) and text with a"'n'f/r '
information you would also like to have in
cluded. Send to: bethscribble@aol.com |

L4
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S. Andrew’s Society of Detoit invites
to you meetings & grand events!

The 8. Andrew’s Society of Detroit invites RSVP to Mary David at 734-454-7521 or
you to their “Sunday Dinner Our with thd.S mbdbee@aol.com by 3 October and please wear
Andrew’s Society of Detroit. I8 SundayOctober your tartan!

7, 2007 at 4:00 PM at Jaskobn theWaterfront, November 5th, the group will have their
24214 JdersonAve., 8. Clair Shores. Pleasemonthly meeting at the Commonwealth Club with
the Social Hour from 6 - 7 PM and the meeting at
7 PM. Kincaid Scholarship recipients will per
form.
December 1st, you're invited td. Bndrew’s
Night Supper at the Indianwood Country Club.
Doors open at 6 PM.
New officers were recently installed with
Scott David serving as president, Y&te Presi-
dent is Rod Harris, Secretakelen Brisson, Mem-
bership Secretasiary David,TreasurerAndrew
Continued on pagell
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Coming to a neighborhood near you In
Jacksonville,Florida. SGES will come to you

Family history and genealogy are the giership. SGES will acquire a meeting place outside
ing interest of the dayou can barely read a magathe facility and they will rotate meetings through-
zine or newspaper without encountering the topwut the city This will give more exposure within
We are fortunate to have in our ¢ityganizations the city and make it equally convenient for all
that meet the need of our increasing communitynembers to attend meetings.

One such assemblylise Southern Genealogsst’ The SGES will come to you!

Exchange Societinc., oganized in 1964, a non-profit The first meeting place of rotation will con-
group headquartered at 6215 Sauterne Dfiley vene in the Mandarin Librar$330 Kori Road to
offer family tree climbers a privately held library wittbe held Saturdafpctober 13th, 2007 at 10:A9M.

a lage collection of materials, including books, mand will remain at the Mandarin Library for three
crofilm, maps, family files, and quarterlies fronmonths.The meeting is free and open to the pub-
throughout the United&es and CDs of census recordi.

and other resources with this facility exceeding 6000+ The speaker for October igi.Corley address-
holdings. ing “The Jean Ribault Celebration” and why we

Almost maximizing the library for holdings,should celebrate. Ms. Corley is a member of the Jack-
meeting space is limited and the SGES is growisgnville Historical Society and serves on the Board
each month with new members. It was necessafyDirectors. She speaks concerning the remarkable
to address this issue. history of Jacksonvillg' first European settlers. For

After the SGES board brainstormed, theyore information contact the SGES library at
made an exciting announcement to the membg04)778-1000 or e-mail:President@sgesjax.com

| thought that some of our BNF&aders might be “hungf
to see some photographs of flowers and beautiful places in Scot-
land. Hee ar a few taken in the summer of 2005. Please enjoy

Beth’'s Newfangled Family Tree Section 2 October 2007 Page 9
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Clan Wallace wins 12thTug o’ War
at Glasgow Kentucky this year!

For the 12th aconsecutive ye@lan wallace captwd the Tig o’'War at the
Glasgow Kentucky Highland Games this past Juneau(}editor was once psent at
the Murpheesboo Highland Games inéhnessee, when the Claallace Tug o’'War
team outpulled a John De=tractor! Its true!) Congratulations!!!

St. Andrew’ s Society of Detroit

continueddim page 7 Get

Munro and Society Pipebavid Martin. Trustees
for 2007-2008 include the Chairman lan HuntWe"
and Secretary Frank Hasse. Members of the Bo
of Trustees include Jody Batten, Gg®Boyd, Ron .
Cunningham, Harry Daniels, Bob Giles, MurraJerI!
McDonald, July Zvoch, Scott David aAchdrew
Monro.
Visit www.highlandgames.com or contact the
St. Andrew’s Society Ofice at 30161 Southfield Your editor's long-time and wonderful friend, Jeri Daniel

. Martin has been hospitilized for several weeks near
Rd., Cranbrook Centeffe. 112, Southfield, M Lebanon, TN. Rmgnoses is good, but right noderi isnt

48076. feeling so well. &l may sent email to her daught8usan,
I = PartykaS@sol com
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* To reserve a cabin, initial deposit should be made before 10 December 2007
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Castle of Dreams to top your own wedding cake!

High fired ceramic pictured in rich white iridescent finish. Finished with silk floral to match
your wedding attire.

13 inches wide,12 1/2 inches tall and 5 inches d1-:~$110500

The “Castle of Dreams” cake decoration is designed to be used with
sheet cakes, sta@iase cakes and any & surfac

Contact us at 607-264-3769 http://www.celticart.com.html
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Scotland on TV

It's been a busy month for the
Scotland onTV team, but we have =Tl Nels
to confess it doeshalways feel like this page
work! To be paid to travel the lengt from
and breadth of Scotland in search Sl Yol ]
great video material for the chann G eEt=Iilalo
is a real privilege. So what were th8 2007
highlights of the last few weeks?

The
Cowal Highland

Gathering, 2007

They say its the biggest Highland
Games in the world - the Cowal Highland
Gathering, held in Dunoon from the 23rd
to the 25thAugust. As the crow flies i
not that far from our Glasgow fafe, but
we’re not crows. So it was either a trip
aboard the ferry from Gourock or a long
and winding road journey around Lochs
Lomond, Long and Eck. Our video report-
ers, Nigel Buckland, Richard&wart and

Flora Munro opted for the ferralong with many a pipe band and thousands of visitors.
Saturday the 25th was the big d&nd we covered as much as could — from He&thetics to

Highland Dancing, and, of course, some of the 150 pipe bands which were taking péottoan see

all the videos we shot on the event by visiting this webpage scotlandontvv/cowal_gathehtml

Page 16
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More
Scotland
onTV

Balvenie
llery

Wor

And then
Nigel and
Flora were
despatched to
visit the
Balvenie dis-
tillery in
Dufftown,
Speyside
(about 60
miles east of
Inverness), Be sure and check Scotland oV
where they on your computer today!
had a great two days (and came back sober!

Balvenies GlobalAmbassadqrDavid godes.
Mair, generously explained the entire malt \Whether or not whisky is your tipple of
whisky-making process, which, in turn, wechoice, it really is a fascinating processs It’
have turned into a short series entitled ‘Thine very special air and water of the region

Making of MaltWhisky’. which allows Speyside to claim Otdwn as
Click on to the Food & Drink Channel ofthe malt whisky capital of the world.
www.scotlandontiv to watch the first epi- Watch for us in the next BNFT!

Log on to

www.scotlandontvuty It's FREE!
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Do you have a DNAtory? To see it here,

lJust email to bethscribble@aol.com

Beth’'s Newfangled Family Tree Section 2 October 2007
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DNA — Another Look at Using DNA
for Reseaching Armstr ong History

Milton Armstrong

In theApril, 2006 Newsletter| presented a brief Treynor
overview of DNA being used in genealogy and family ~ Project Background:
research. In this issue, | would like to provide some  While a surname itself may give us incomplete
information on current use of DNA in discoverin@' Misleading grat best, only general information about
Armstrong and other surname beginnings. the origin of a family DNA-testing can give us con-
There is a project callesrmstrongY-Chromo- crete evidence for identifying and separating family
some DNAProject being run mainly by JoAmstrong lines. Y-chromosome DNAesting is especially help-
who lives inAlaska and by Davidt®ng who lives in ful because the mad-chromosome is handed down,
Texas. They use the web site called “roots web.conf@ther to son, unchanged through the generations, ex-
for their information and data as well as another websf@pt for rare mutations which, in themselves, can be
specially for this project. In addition, temstrong helpful indicators of branchingThe accessibility and
project is closely associated with the Elliot DNA projed@fordability of family DNA testing is doubtless the
coordinated by Jim Elliotwe all know that the Elliots greatest technical advance in the history of genealogi-
andArmstrongs were closely aligned on the Scottigt! research because — at long, long last — we have a
Border Another associated project concentrates on P! to break down those brick walls!
the Border Reivers DNAThere has been a tremen- ~ Project Goals:
dous amount of work done on these projects. For addi- The goal of theARMSTRONG Surname
tional information on these projects, please go to tRgoject is to distinguish betwedRMSTRONG an-
following web sites: cestral lines, worldwideAny reasonable spelling vari-
The web site for tharmstrong project is: http:/ ant is included (please feel free to suggest a variant you

/freepages.genealogpotsweb.com/~gallgaedhil/feel I have missed). _
haplo_armstrongs.htm Please notes that, at the outset, it makes sense

The following web site provides a partial ini0 “cast the net widely As the number of individuals
dex to the overall project:http://tested increases and various lines become well defined,

freepages.genealoggotsweb.com/~donegalstrongs! Will be more than happy to turn over these lines to
reiver families.htm other researchers specializing in them. | doetom-

Dave $ong also constructed and maintains tHgend splitting-up the project at the outset because | have
Armstrong DNA study web site at:http://@ feeling we are in for some surprises with regard to

freepages.genealoggotsweb.com/~donegalstrongsyvhere the divisions belong.
armstrong.htm Join theArmstrong DNAproject by followint the

There are several companies providing DNAENU at:
research for families and the above projects use http://www.familytreedna.com/
a€ceFamilyfleeDNA company located in Houstonsurname_join.asp?code=P54686&specialeT
Texas.There web site is wwiiamilytreedna.com/pub- One final note - it has been reported re-
lic/armstrong/. Itis reported that this company handlggply that there has been some information theft
about 90 percent of family DNA projects. from some of these sites. | would not be surprised

The following information comes from the., . :
: : if viruses show up also. So, be cautious when us-
Armstrong project web site.

Project Surnames: ing any web site. .
Armistrang Armstrang Armstrong Fairbairn Let me know if any oACS members have

Fairburn  Fortinbras Hamstrom  Harmstrarg@rticipated in any DNA projects. It may be of
Harmstrong Trainor Traynor Treanor Trenor interest to other members.
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An idea!

| print a copy of each issue tifis
publication...if | have heavier papeprint
front and back on the same sheet. Iflam
out of the heavy papérjust print all the
pages on separate pages and then arrange
them so that there are “front” and “back”
pages...and use a little tapehwld them
together

When | have everything arranged and
in order and taped as | want | visit the lo-

cal ofice supply store and they - for just
few dollars - will bind the magazine pages
into a real magazine that you can carry
about to read at your leisure.

Remember this publication is
FREE...so, you will only have the cost of
a little ink and paper and the
binding...much less than a subscription to
most anything!

The Kiltmakers Apptentice

Kilt Rentals
Custom Made Kilts

SCOTTISHATTIRE &
CELTIC ACCESSORIES

54VineyardAve.
Highland, Newyork, 12528

Phone: 845-691-3888
Toll Free: 1-800-859-KIT

Fax: 845-691-361
Email: kiltmakersapprentice@verizon.net
www.highlandkiltshop.com

Bob and Doreen Browning
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A Chat with Eileen Doris Bremner
Compiler of The English Poetry of Robert Burns (1759 - 1796)

Frank Shaw, Atlanta, Georgia jurascot@earthlink.net

Q: The word “English” in your book title in- A: | think people encouraged him to write
trigues me as I'm sure it will others who studgome poems in English because they recognized
Burns.What made you decide to publish this wege genius of the man and wanted that genius to be
book of his poems that were entirely in English3ppreciated by non-Scots. “The Lounger’ maga-

A: My attention was drawn specifically tozine, the 18th century weeklyrote in Burnsbwn
Burns’ English poetry by a radio programme, n@tetime, “In English (his poetry) cannot be read at
a Scottish programméhe broadcast was to they|| without much constant reference to a glossary
whole of the U.K. It was January and close to thg nearly to destroy that pleasure.” Burns was not
poets anniversaryThe English presenter mentoo happy about being asked to write in English. |

tioned this and spoke very pleasingly truly think that when he did write
about our Bard. “But,” he said, in English, it just came out that
“what a pity we cart’easily under way. | dont think that when tak-
stand his poetry as he wrote it all in ing up his quill he thought, “I'll
the Scots dialect. This made me do this one in English”. Some of
prick up my ears because | knew that his earliest poems are in English,
there were some poems in English. long before he visited Edinkgin
| decided to investigate, and to m where he was advised to do this.
y surprise, | found over 100 poems Q: Even after studying
written entirely in EnglishThen | Burns for a few years nqwper
decided to make a selection of these sonally keeprhe Concise Scots
gems and put them into a little gift Dictionary close at hand while
book.This is the first ever compila- reading or writing articles on
tion of his English work. him. | noticed that you printed
Q: The Kilmarnock edition of these poems in English “exactly

Burns’ poetry in 1786 made him an instant celeBs he wrote them” and that “no verses have been
rity in his homelandThe title is Poems Chiefly in omitted”. Do you feel more people will read the
the Scottish Dialecihy do you think he insistedenglish poems rather than those he wrote in the
on writing his poetry for the book in the ScottisBcottish dialect, of which he was so passionate? If
dialect rather than in English alone? so, please explain.

A: Robert Burns had a fierce love of Scot-  A: | hope that this little book will make avail-
land and the Scottish tongue. It was the languagifle to a whole new readership the beauty and
that he spoke, and so the poems came naturallyi8dom of Burnswords.There will always be a
that dialect. number of non-Scots people who enjoy reading

Q: Many readers will be surprised to leargoetry but who could not be bothered looking up
that Burns wrote over 100 poems in English. Hajhe meaning of every other Scot wofkhis is
ing insisted on writing in the Scottish dialect whilgound to delay the flow of the poetBerhaps hav-
being encouraged by others to leave that languagi§ read the English poems, they may then be en-
behind (Dr Moore comes to mind) and write intjced to try the Scottish ones.

English, why do you then think Burns eventually  Q: s there anything you wish you had done

wrote so many poems in English? )
Continued on page 23
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A Chat with Eileen Doris Bremne r, continued fom page 22

differently in publishing your book on Burrié#l  nection - quite unconnected to the kirk. He wrote
future editions contain more English poems? 0 Mrs. Dunlop, “A mathematician without reli-
A: | have published this book myself. | did@ion is a probable character; an irreligious poet is
try a few publishers but none acceptisl| had a @ monster”. He brooded terribly at times and wrote
gut feeling that this book would sell, | took thé lot about death. He also had a peculiar preoccu-
gamble (not really like me!) and had it printe@ation with winter - Scottish winters, of course -
myself. | have not thought yet of doing a secor@dnd wrote a great deal about that, usually during
book with diferent English poems. | need to sellis gloomy moods. No English work on this sub-
more of these first. One the whole, I'm quitéect, hOWGVGF_ _
pleased with how it has turned out. People have Q: How is your book selling and how can
been very complimentary about it. readers buy a copgerhaps by email? | understand
Q: | really appreciate your categorizing tha lady from Idaho bought 24 copies while visiting
poems in your book by topics such as naturegotland recently? Please give us an address, as
women and love, advice, religious well as the cost for the book plus

nature, autobiographical, and death. shipping toAmerica. N
Why did you specifically select A: I'mglad to say it is sell-
these topics? ing well. The first thousand have

gone, and I've just had another
thousand printed. It is rather
costly to do this, and so | just in-
cluded the poems | liked best.
Also | wanted to keep the retail
price downAt 3.50 pounds, it is

A: The selection gives a good
cross-section of the postivork and
it makes the sock “tidy”. | chose this
way rather than listing the poems al-
phabetically | do wish there could
have been a category for “huror

ous poems”. | was disappointed that
there are no English poems show-
casing this side of Burn#&s you
know, many of his Scottish poems
display his brilliant humoufun and

an attractive price and makes a
nice little gift or keepsake for
tourists to take home. It sells well
at NationalTrust properties, gar
den centers and, of course, at the

mischief. There is only one short stanza - one &urns venuesyes, a lady from Idaho bought 24
his mock epitaphs which he wrote about peoptepies via her visit to Glamis Castle gift shajso,

who were still alive! — “Epitaph for MWalter 40 have gone to Russia, given as gifts to Russian
Riddell”. However“The Belles of Mauchline” has Visitors on a trip to the Burns country frorn Be-

a gentle humouir to it.

tersbug. The overseas convener of the Burns Fed-

Q: You have selected more poems abogfation wanted them to give one to each of these

“Women/Love” and “Death” than other topics. INiSitors.

fact, these poems make up almost one-third of your Books can be bought from “Bookspeed” in
book.Why is this, and | must ask humoroysty Edinbugh.They are book distributorgheir email

course, if there is a correlation between the n@gldress
(www.bookspeed.com)hey can also be bought

topics?

is sales@bookspeed.com

A: As you knowBurns was a legendary loverdirectly from me at my home address (Thornton
A very lage number of his poems are about lovydouse, InverurieiberdeenshirdB51 0JX, Scot-
and, therefore, that is why there is a higher ratiolgnd). No email just yet, but soon!
poems in that category in the book. Hopefully there  Each book costs 3.50 pounds sterlifige 24
is not a correlation between women/love and deafi@nt to ldaho cost 9 pounds by sea or 18 pounds by
Like many artistic people, Burns fell victim to som@ir. One book goes airmail at 2 pound#.these

very gloomy moods. He had a deep religious con-
Section 2 October 2007 Page 23
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A: Not planned at the momentll my life |
worked in television, the last 15 years as a producer
compiled a 7-part mini-series “A Letter from Robert

A Chat with Eileen Burns” which was transmitted each evening of Burns

Doris Bremner , week This was a long time ago. His letters - now tisere’
Continued another whole subject - and all in English. But lots
from page 23 have been done ababem.

Q: In arecent letter to me, you stated you had
“advanced from quill to fountain pen”. Do you think
you will advance from pen to computer and email?
A: | have just acquired a comput&o the
answer is a definite “yes”. I'm so sorry that my not
prices include packaging. being on email yet has caused so much trouble to

Q: Ken Simpson, one of the foremost Burn®ur good and patient self.
scholars in the world, referred you to me. | now  Q: Thankyou for your promptness and cour
see that you are listed as a speaker at his 2007tggies in both our phone conversations and written
nual conference in Glasgowow do you know communications. Is there a last word that you
Ken Simpson? would like to share with our readers?

A: | have only spoken so far to Ken Simpson A Just to give them my good wish&dhe
on the telephone. | look forward to meeting him &ct that they are reading this article means we have
the January conferendafest Kilbride inAyrshire, all something in common — the love of Robert
where he lives, is very near lgarinAyrshire where Burns’ work. | hope that my little book will add to
| was brought up. My late father was mayor ofgsar this readership and spread appreciation of his
| was born irAyr - proud to share my place of birtyvords. Hidden away in a corner of the treasure
with Robert Burns! Dad was a keen Burnsian, séltest of his precious Scottish poems lies a jewel
was brought up with a love of Burns’ work. | plan t80x containing the gems he wrote in English. | have
move back to Lays in a few years time. opened this box and by so doing shown what a

Q: Will there be another book coming fronfraftsman Burns was with the English language as
your pen sometime in the future? If so, do you caiell as with the Scots. |
to comment on its subject? (FRS: 12-22-06)

A Highlander and His Books

Eileen Bremner ’'s

The English Poetry of Robert Burns  (1759-1796)

Reviewed by Frank R. Shaw, Atlanta, GA,
USA email: jurascot@earthlink.net

Few topics on Robert Burns attract my at-  Thank goodness Burns turned a deaf ear to
tention as much as those who try to anglicize higyore and the others who criticized him for not
writings. It always reminds me of the famous—co\pvriting in English.
respondence between Burns and.John Moore. In 1892 Alexander Corbet wrote a little book

It was Moore who ed Burns to concentratésntitled Burns in English which was composed of
on English since so few could understand the Scgject poems of Burns translated from the Scot-
tish dialect. Continued on page 25
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The English Poems of Robert Burns,

continued fom page 24

tish dialect into... you guessed it...English. I'vey Alloway’s auld kirkyard.

never seen Corbstbook quoted in any of the 900+

| have stood on that sacred spot, appreciative

books | have on Burns that | have either readg¥fwhat the poet said about the father he clashed
referenced. Others have translated Burns into Rjith as he searched for his own identity

glish with the same result.

Since the two topics of women/love and death

As my Mama used to sdpome folks justwor’ account for about a third of the poems in Eilsen’

leave well enough alone!”

Now, a very sweet,
knowledgeable, and interest-
ing Scottish ladyEileen Doris
Bremner from Inverurie in
Scotlands Aberdeenshire
comes along and turns the
table on all of these writers
who want to translate Burns
into English. She applied a
simple solution to what many
had obviously overlooked and
made a lot more ditult than
necessaryEileen did her re-
search, determined that Burns
himself had “written over a
hundred poems in pure En-
glish”, and she selected 42 of
them for her wee book, being
adamant about not leaving out
any of the verses.

book, | wonder (humor
ously of course), if there is
a correlation between the
two. If you figure it out,
email me and I'll share it
with our readers.

| recently received my
annual invitation to attend
the 2007 Burns International
Conference in Glasgow at
The Mitchell. (They do not
say “Library” - just “The
Mitchell”. | like that!)

I've always wanted to
attend one of these confer
ences and was even invited
to speak a couple of years
back by Dr Kenneth
Simpson, my friend and
very much the kind of
Burns scholar you'd love,

Some of us may tend to get a little restlepgt a matter of an operation on my wéfedrn rda-
sometimes in church when all verses are sungdp cuf seemed a little more important at the time,
the hymns, particularly if they have five or Sigke so | had to cancel a few weeks before the cenfer
my word for it, those who love Burns or want tence. | mention this only to say that one of the speak-
learn more about Burns will not get restless reagfs for the 2007 conference is Eileen Brenmigint
ing all the verses of these poems, mainly becaugethere with all the Burns scholars, speaking on
they will understand them! “The English Poetry of Robert Burns”.

My favorite section of the book is “Poems ||| wager that when all is said and done, the
aboutWomen/Love”. Under this category you willights turned out, and the attendees make their way
find a couple of my favorites, “Clarinda! Mistrespack home from “The Mitchell”, the one speaker
of My Soul” and “Flow Gently Sweéifton”. Both  they will not foget will be Eileen Bremner and
are simply great love poems. her remarks about Burns’ poetry in English.

The section on Death is interesting from the At least they will understand what she says!
standpoint that there are more of them than any Today | ordered a dozen of these wee books
other topic except the poems about women agdpass around to the usual suspettey only
love. Several of these stand out, one in particut@yst 3.50 pounds plus a little postage. | promise

since | lost my Dad at about the same age as Bufog will never buy a book consisting of only 42
was when he lost his fathéfhe son writes the poems that you will enjoy as much.

epithet for his fathes headstone which is located  (FRS: 12-22-06)
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Please come and enjoy genealogical/Scottish seminars - FREE - if you are attending the [Seaside
Highland Games by your BNF&ditor, Beth Gay Look for signs and in the Games program
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Charleston Highland Games
September 15, 2007

Beth’'s Newfangled Family Tree Section 2 October 2007 Page 27



Charleston
Highland Games
September 15,
2007
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Charleston Highland Games
September 15, 2007
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