A VOYAGE ROUND SCOTLAND AND THE ISLES. *

Two volumes, and these well filled, seem a pretty
eonsiderable bulk of Jog for a voyage from Green-
ock round Cape Wrath and back to Leith, though
excursions to St. Kilda and the Shetland Isles,
and nearly all the island dependencies of Scotland,
are included. Good will and ekill may, however,
accomplish much ; so, starting with ample fore-
knowledge of the ground, the ingenious author, with
the help of a good deal of family history and scenic
description, a little amateur angling,a little Natural
History, and doing

All the gentlemen’s seats by the way,
gets along swimmingly, and contrives to manu-
facture an exceedingly agreeable literary melange.

In the watery summer of 1841, Sir Thomas Dick
Lauder, on duty as Secretary to the Board of
Trustees for Scottish Manufactures and Fisheries,
made this small circumnavigation in the Fishery
Cutter Princess Royal, and invited Mr. Wilson
to accompany him, “for the purpose of making
certain investigations into the natural history of
the herring.” These appear to have been most
satisfactorily conducted y at breakfast
time—both upon the fresh, the red, and the pickled
varieties ; and the narrative of the voyage certain-
ly does not suffer from the reported results of these
and similar branches of scientific inquiry. Sir
Thomas Dick Lauder’s Sketch-Book and Journal
have both been at the service of the companion of
his voysge ; whom, by the way, many of our readers
will more readily recollect, and more heartily wel-
e&'e, under his sporting appellation of Zom Oak-

The voyagers embarked at Greenock ; touched
st Bate, Arran, and Campbeltown; and then
skirted the coasts of Ayrshire and Wigtonshire,
examining the state of the local fisheries—or as
often the no-fisheries—angling a little in the fresh-
water lochs and most reputed trouting streams on
the coast; and experimenting on the effect of
drinking champagne out of Bohemian-coloured
glasm—a practice found highly worthy of imitation ;
and also making frequent trial of the hospitalities
of thoss of the laérds whose mansions lay within
range of the Princess Royal. Whether it were in
parsuit of herring shoals or the sublime and pictur-
esque, the voyagers took a peep of the Giant's Cause-
way before running into Bowmore in Islay, and
pessing “ two very agreeable days at Islay House.”

Besides deecriptions of things as they are, Mr.

Wilson gives & frequent retrospective glance to in-
sular clan history ; though he leaves some impor-
fent points, that have long been mooted almost at
the point of the dirk, in a rather unsatisfactory
state; as, for example, whether theancestor of Glen-
gy, o “ one Allan of Moidart,” was the eldest
smof a certain Ranald ; of which controversy,
witk greater levity than so grave and seriousa
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matter warrants, he thus concludes: ¢ Of the actual
truth in this matter we are ourselves as ignorant
as the child unborn; and if we did poesess a
knowledge of it, we would hold our peace (espe-
cially in the Highlands,) even although we also
knew that the representative of the one [Glen-
garry ] had carried both himself and his taél to
New South Wales ; while the other [Clanranald,]
somewhat like Tam o’ Shanter’s mare, had ¢fient
a tail to shake.””” This want of reverence in speak-
ing of matters of such vast importance augurs
worse for the voyage than the reality bears out.

Colonssy, and the hospitable and modest man-
sion of its Laird at Killouran, is one of the most
attractive of the domestic insular pictures with
which the reader is gratified. After a good and
ample island dinner at Killouran, where the mut-
ton was black-faced and four-year old—a great
rarity according to Mr. Wilson, though our but-
cher never yet had a sheep under that age in his
stall—the evening was wound up, in gallant style,
by a Highland-fling danced to perfection by Sir
T. D. L., (it makes us young again but to hear of
it !) the Lady of Colonsay, and Captain M‘Neill,
the Laird’s kinsman. “And sach snapping of
fingers and pointing of toes, and ever and anon a
shout like a musket shot, were never heard nor
seen before in any Western Isle.” There should
have been an engraving of this among the plates.

The voyagers made a run over to Skerry-vore,
or the Light-house, now erecting on those tremen-
dous rocks off the island of Tiree, so named.

The Princees Royal carcered and coquetted about
the coast of Mull and the smaller islands which
cluster around its Atlantic side, while her pas-
sengers examined, at their leisure, Staffa and Iona.
Indeed they lost no opportunity of exploring every
soene of note in the Hebrides, and every ruined
castle and tower on their way that was at all ap-
proachable from the coast. And these old holds
nearly all lie upon the coast. Numercus fine de-
scriptions of scenery of course occur in the work ;
but Loch Sunart is especially recommended to us,
as this tortuous arm of the ocean lies out of the
way of ordinary tourists, who have frequent oppor-
tunities of seeing many of the finest of the other
salt-water lochs, on the different steam voyages to
the West Highland coast or to the Isles.

We now struck across from Tobermory towards the
mouth of Loch Sunart, one of the most picturesque and
finely varied picces of salt-water scenery to be seen in
all Scotland. This far-stretching narrow and tortaous
sea-loch, extends about twenty miles among the hills,
ruming westwards beyond Strontian, and within so short
a distance of the Linnhé Loch as fo give a peninsular
character to the district of Morven, which forms
itq own southern bounds. The entwance seems at first
80 closed by islands as to present a most impervious
aspect. One of theae, called Risca, is of dimen-
sions, and comparatively low and wooded; but Oronsay,
and above all Carnich, are large high and rocky, singu-
larly wild in form, and generally bare of wood. Over
the low Riscs appear the richly wooded and varionsl
formed stoeps and Kknolls which bownd the lochr. ap



these are everywhere backed by bold and broken qut-
lines of what may be better named mountains of rock
than rocky mountains. To the right is soon seen the
mouth of a branch called Loch Teacus, it8 narrow en-
trance opening between two low rocky headlands, the
loch itself enclosed and backed by finely formed moun-
tains, with steep slopes and hanging woode; while Car-
nich oontinues 8o to shut the soene, that no one suspects
the existence of the narrow sirait behind; and so Loch
Sunart properly so called, remains not only invisible but
unlmsgine({er Turning, however, into a difficult and niar-
row passage, the upward portion of the scene opens in
all its besuty; and a finer eombination of mountain
reciploes, with lower one rising behind another
gmkwuds from the water’s edge, many of them wooded
in the most gorgeous manner, with rocky promontories
and intervening grassy slopes enlivened by receding
oottages and slips of cultivated ground, cannot be seen
among the British islands. The evening was fine, the
wind fair, the narrow waters rippled only by a gentle
breeze, and we glided most serenely within the darken-
ing shadows of tge great mountains, in the eyes of whose
lonely dwellers we doubt not the sight of the beautiful
Princess Royal, with her full-swelling snowy sails, ad-
vancing along those finely wooded shores, must have
added greatly to the glory of such a lustrous sunset. .
Loch Sunart seemed well supplied at this time both
with birds and fishes. In some particular spots the
gulls were literally in thousands, all screaming and
tombling on the top of each other, with a view to get
the soomer to the surface, where some small shoals of
herring fry were swimming. . . . . . The morn-
ing of the 8th of July waeiright and sunny, so weighing
anchor at an early hour, we ¢ontinued our run ap
Bunart, as far as Sir James Miles Riddell’s residence at
Strontian. The upper reaches of the loch are still ex-
tremely fine, though not of so peculiarand striking s char-
acter a8 those nearer the entrance. We landed for a
short time, while some of our people were fonﬁ:g for
milk and eggs. The house is & pleasant, irregular, old-
fashioned, oottage kind of dwelling, very snugly placed,
and the environs delightful, being deeply embowered in

shrabs, with no want of the larger kinds of forest trees, | o1

the walks laid out in a somewhat labyrinthic order, while
asparkling stream comes murmuring down the glen, and is
crossed lx:. bridge which spans it close upon the shore.
Bome of the lower windows open into the varied parterres
of a flower garden,and the sight of moss-reses,mimuli, &o.,
was refr to seafaring men, who enjoy with highest
reolish during the sweet serenity of a summer morning,
the unacoustomed sparkling of the dewy grass, and
% Flora's earliest smell.” Sir James, we believe, pos-
peeses & great extent of property in this peninsular
territory of Ardnamurchan; but we can easily conceive
from the aspect of its higher portions, that compared
with its vast range, it is probably more picturesque thag
productive. Lord Waterford oocupied this portion of
the estate not long ago as a schooting quarter, and
among other philanthrepie exertions, endeavoured, on ene
oceasion, o awaken the benighted people to the per-
formance of more active duties, by tying the parson’s
horse to the rope of the church bell,

The voyage was diversified by the ordinary salt-
water incidents ; sometimes a spice of actual danger,
or a touch of sea-sickness—though the last mortify-
ing fact is rather indicated than frankly pleaded to.

The wild, rocky, and sea-indented western coasts
of Inverness, Ross, and Sutherland shires, detained
the Princess Royal and her gallant crew a long
while ; for now they were beginning to find some-
thing like herring fisheries, and sport became
earnest. We should have liked to see & little
more of the people=—the Highlanders; but the
object was herrings, and we must be content with
very seanty, incidental notices of the other natives.
The voy;ieu landed ome day, as they often did, at

“the Bay bf Sovtie, on the weet coast of Sutherland.

We found s pretty land-locked natural harbour, and
some cultivated ground laid outin flelds. The houses
of the hamlet lay chiefly on some elevated ground to the
north, and eastward over the flelds are houses here and
there. A poor maniac woman was fillhig the air with
her wild ories, ever and anon singing more solemnly &
Gaelic song, in which the word “ Ameriea” was inter-
mingled. Her friends were eonveying her in a eart to
Dornoch to place her in restraint.

Poor people from the Duke of Sutherland’s
estates were found about to emigrate at this time,
as they may have been in that paternal quarter
for many years ; which was one cause, probably, of
“ America” mingling in the wild chant of the poor
distracted creature. About the Edderachillis coast,
and other places of the late “ Reay country,” now
part of the overgrown property of the family of
Sutherland, lobster fisheries were found ; welled
smacks from the Thames carrying off the trapped
lobsters alive, to be devoured in London. The
wretched hovels inhabited by the Highlanders
could not fail to arrest the attention of the southern
voyagers. On & Sunday, they landed somhewhere
near Pool Ewe, in the parish of Gairloch, on the
west coast of Ross-ghire.

We followed the Gairloch road which leads alomg
the sonthern bank, and soon after diverges to the right
among the hills, A lofty rocky range prevailed at some
distance on that side, the intervening ground beimg

% | partly oultivated in the form of small patches of grain

and potatoes, partly in the more unsophisticated condi-
tion of peat-moss. Among these were visible collections
of very wretohed-looking hovels,—poor even for High-
land huts,—with holes for windows, closed up with sods
removeable at pleasure. We were at times in doubs if
they were actual dwellings, had we not seen so many
well-dressed men and women going out and in. The
contrast was indeed remarkable between the attire and
eral of the people, and the forlern cendition
of their habitations. Nothing could be more deeent and

respectable than the groups of matives, all in their Sun-

day gear. Most of the women had tidy caps, (a few of
them extremely smart,) with bows of ribbons on either
side, and their hair hanging beneath in well-kept curls;

and some had elegantly-formed great-coats made of
oloth, and neatly fitted to the person, though without

the capes so common with the Irish women. Where

they contrive to stow away, or how to preserve unsoiled
by soot and smoke, these better garments within their

dingy cabiiis, is what we have yet to learn.

Those mistresses in Edinburgh ot Glasgow, who,
upon the faith of the exteriot of a strapping new-
caught lass, thus rigged out, engage her to do the
household business of a c¢ivilived family, will, we
imagine, fairly catch & Tartar. But the minister
of the parish says, that they are now beginning to
build byres for their cows ; and if the cows are onoe
ejected from the dwellirig-house, some improvement
in domestic cleanliness may be anticlpated. In the
suburbs of Stornoway, if a town of its size ever rises
to the dignity of having suburbs, we are told—

We passed a kraal of wretched-looking hita, some of
them so small and sad, so resembling decayed portions
of mother earth upheaved by aecident, that we did net
at first them as human dwellings, till we ob-
served a single pane of glass, in one instance, sticking
in the thatch. Some were attached together, and thickly
built up with sods, in sach a way as to look like hiataral
groen hummosks, ever the tops of whioh chance had
thrown & scanty covering of dirty straw. The interiers
were very miserable. Yet the people had a healthy as-
peot on the whole, and mmm{ in 20 way defielant in
muscular sirength. Bisok eyes, dark hsir, aud a some-
what swarthy ¢omplexion, were more eomumon than we



axpecied in & eouniry where the Seandinavian blood so

cultivation was, in general, much of a piece
with the i P

Some rather extraordinary facts in nstural his-
iwymmtnemedand recorded during the voyage,
of which the following are among the more re-
markable ;—

As wo wero yowing ashore from the cutter, we ob-
served a singular kind of encounter on a small island in
Loch Lazford, between a troop of goats and a flock of
me-gulls. #0ats were all as black ag pitoh, and the

] were ascempanisd by some young retaimers,

to us looked not mueh bigger than jackdaws,

as nimble as monkeys. Our notice was first at-
some of them descend from their rocky
mble over a piece of green, moist meadow
had ot done 80, howaver, for more thah
before they were attacked most flercely
gulls, which dived directly down u
time they did so the goats made a spring,
the horny beaks 100 much for either
quarters. They were in & regulat
‘what tho Germans call o ffunke § and i was

vo how the gulls aehieved their objeot,
eeping the goats between themselves and
thus at last driving them upwards from
i > Where we doubt not lay their * callow

—small, soft powder-puffs in woolly garments,
the horny hoof of kidling might have sorely in-
commoded, but for this brave parental interference. So
tho goats were gulled, and the gulls not kidnapped. -

Saw mnnd us, for the first time during the present
voyage, specimens of the Arctic Gull (Lestris Rickard-
m’)?mmng,asigtheirwont,theot et kinds of gull,
—forcing them to disgorge their food, Observed a fea-
of this mancuvre which we had never before no-
vistitm gull, actually it on the back, ot
#ith sn sngry mensco seemi B::‘ﬂngo, they ﬁ-eqn(::’tl
isnife themselves head over heels beyond and benea:

Hasto a8 it were, for 3 few seconds in the air
il A with ready beak, imtent to seize

the savonry half-digested m i
“ﬁ;ury oo&ns. orsel, disgorged in terror by
We ought to have mentioned that our author is

8 most determined and ing joker and pun-
ser, and that he scems to have been in such
ebulBent spirits throughout the voyage, that your
dall matter-of-fact folks may occasionally feel his
facetiousness somewhat overpowering ;
mﬁﬂ ious peeple question of its uniform

8¢t. Kilda was am object o{lgreat curiosity; and
tbe voyagers were much gratified by their visit to
that speck in the ocean. Mr. Wilson has dwelt
la‘nggontheSt.Kﬂdungwithfondm&nda
kind of enthusissn, They are a fortunate small
ploturesque family, to attract so much. attention,
and to make such & noise in the world. The pre-

:ﬂ:l’mn of the island is only 105 souls, in<
ing mine in the family of the missionary—not
smany pevsons in all asinhabit many of the high,

oyee-peopled lands in the Cowgate or Blaak-
et yhminrel o (o Salmarke o

g ; bui inks of making a voyage of
&w ta theee urbane insulsted communities,
z polies, or Dr. Alison? The Little primi-

emampnity of St Kilda is, however, rendered
ﬂ wnder Mr. Wilson's pertraiture ;

cammot fail to interest many indi-
3 ol The late eold and rainy sea-
; severely felt by the natives, who last
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year were in danger of starvation. There might
be worse deeds than shipping off the emtire com-
munity some morning for the shores of Newfound-
land, and leaving St. Kilda to the sea-fowl, its
ancient and fittest possessors. There are, however,
other places in the Hebrides which, if not quite so
wild and tempestnous, afford little more comfort or
shelter to the inhabitants. The Fishery Board
have, at eonsiderable expense, formed a harbour
named Callicott, near the extremity of the Butt of
Lewis :—

There {5 a road of approach to the harbour,and & con-
siderable extent of curing-houses, some of which were
occapied by those en in curing ling., Farther ch
was 8 kraal of the most miserable houses ever seen, re-
sembling those of Barra in external form, but infinitely
worse. The St. Kilda huts in comparison to these were
palaces. The first object which met the eye (and nose
and feet) within the threshold was a dunghill, from
which the visiter has the option of descending either by
the right hand into the cow’s apartiment, or by the left
into that temsnted by human beings. Yet many of
these people were making handsomely by fishing, A
good desl of cultivation prevailed around.

Leaving the western coasts, the Princess Royal
made her way to Thurso, and at last to Wick,
the head-quarters, and the very heart of the Fish-
ery, then, about the middle of August, at the
busiest. And now we do learn something of this
impertant branch of national economy. We, how-
ever, can only take a side-glance, premising that the
herring-guttors below are often strapping, comely
Iasses, earning in * the season ” great wages, and
dressing quite as gaily as the fair inmates of the
black huts of Gairloch :—

After breakfast we went ashore to Wick, and thero
witnessed one of the most exiraordinary sights we have
seen for many s day. All along the inner harbour, and
in every street and quay, as well as within many large
enclosed yards and oovered buildings, there are aumer-
ous square wooden boxes as big as ordinary sized
rooms, the containing sides, however, being only two o
three feet high. Into these huge troughs the herrings
are carried in panniers from the boats the instant they
arrive. There they are all tumbled in helter-skelter,
pannier after pannier, in a long-continued stream of fish,
until the boats are emptied or the troughs are filled.
Then come troops of sturdy females, esch armed with
hxiﬂf:inhmd,:flxdmgethmadvu m:ndthett::gh,
—1ilie process of gatting qemamemces, and is carried on
with such ceaseless and wmtiring rapidity, that unlesy
we had used the freedom o request one of the cleanest
and prettiest of these eviaceratrixes so to moderate the
raneour of her knife as to let us see what she was doing,
we could scarcely have followed her manipulations with
the naked eye. However, we think we are now master,
at least in theory, of the refined art of eviseeration. The
Seoretary and ourself had the curiosity to time our
fair frierid, when left to the remorseless rapidity of her
own Eweet will, and we found that she gutted exaotly
two dozen in the mimute. Now two thousand women
working at that rate, with but brief intermission from
early morning till the close of day, must produce an al-
most inoaleuﬁble amount of disembowelment. . . .

Before beginning to work they take off their caps and
bommets,and either eover over of exolmnge their outer gar-
ment for s worser, making their toilet with imocent anves

serve subJovs, and 80 commenoce their bloody ococupation.
Towards evening they carefully wash their faces, arms,
and legs, and ship on again their better garment. Thus
they never appear, except around the gutting board, in
otherwise than rather trim array. Indeed many of the
most magnificently fine females, whom we saw standing
at respectable doors, or looking out of decent windows,

or going sedately about their eveming m:gm tions from
shop to shop, had been assiduously engaged in guiting



all day long. The cure olhemngauin&edmob,)eot
of such paramount importance to the town and neigh-
bourhood, that when an unusual take occurs, and deli-
cate female hands are wanting for the work, a kind of
requisition is sent through the town, even to the moet
respectable inhabitants, to allow their domestics to at-
tend as gutiers for a day or two; and in hiring servants
" it is by no means unusual for the latter to stipulate for
leave to gut during & oertain number of days, as a perqui-
site beyond their usual termly wages. To prevent in-
dolence or idleness, all these gutters are paid by piece-
work, that is, 80 much & cran or barrel after the fish are
packed. At the rate of 4d. per barrel, each gutter ac-
cording to her skill and activity, may make from four
to seven a-day ; and in former times, when so
lugh as a shilling a barrel was sometimes allowed dur-
ing & press of work and scarcity of hands, their gains
were actually enormous. An expert and prnctlsed com-
pany of three can make up among them sixty-three bar-
rels in a day, or twenty-one barrels each ; 5o that, in the
glorious times alluded to, s gutter might lnve kept her
gig, and driven to the scene of action

This is but a small and incidental featnre of the
fishery, and of herring and cod in general.

After the Secretary’s business at Wick was ac-
complished, the Princess Royal stood away for Ork-
ney, and went a8 far as the Fitful Head, in Shet-
land. Sir Walter Scott, who had made and recorded

nearly the same circum or elliptic navigation a good

many years ago, was often present to the fecollec=
tion of the voyager ; while “ Andersons’ Guide to
the Highlands and Isles,” and the new “Statistical
Account,” lent him more effectual aid. The chief
incidents in Shetland were, the Princess Royal being
as nearly as possible wrecked ; and her nobler pas-
sengers eating the zusk while fresh—a glorious fish!
By the way, trout, like those of Loch Leven, were
discovered in a small lake in Barra, Save a run into
Cromarty Bay, and a few friendly calls on the coast,
there is nothing more of interest till the Princess
Royal happily reached Granton, and her passengers
dropt off at the end of a three-months’ voyage,
which must have afforded them very great pleasure
and amusement ; one element of solid satisfaction,
denied to ordinary travellers, being, that, so far as
appears, not a single hétel or tavern bill was pre-
sented during the whole period ; all being free
where the Princess Royal and Captain Stewart
came.——We can promise every class of readers,
but especially those to whom the scenes described
are new, much entertainment from Mr. Wilson’s
voyage round Scotland, which only wanted the
presence of hig brother, the Professor, to render it
immortal.
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