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sance, but in April he destroyed an enemy machine and |

drove down two more. On the 7th of May he was trans-

ferred to No. 11 Squadron, which was equipped with the

new French Nieuport Scout which had a fx0-h.p. Le
Rhone engine and was armed with a Lewis gun, fired over
the top plane by means of a Bowden cable. The Nieu-
ports were first used in the Flying Corps in March 1916
and were at that time ten miles an hour faster than the

‘best British machine. They could also reach an altitude B

of 10,000 feet in ten and a half minutes.

Durmg his career as a fighter Ball was officially crecilted
with forty-three German aeroplanes and one kite ballooh,
although there were many others tha‘c he sent down too ,
damaged to fly.

Ball was quiet and unassuming by*nature, but was the
personification of the fundamental principles of aerial

fighting. Like Boelcke, he fought not the man, but the

machine. He achieved his victories by pressing home
every attack on which he embarked with the implacable

- determination to defeat his opponent. Whenever pos-

sible, he introduced the element of surprise by attacking

“with the sun behind him or from the shelter of clouds.

Every time he * took off ” from the ground the only
thought in his mind was to seek out enemy machines,
with an entire disregard for the numbers of their forma-
tion and send down as many as possible. That is theV
true offensive spirit. V

‘He was a clever pilot and a dead shot, but his success

S 'Was mosﬂy due to an exceptionally quxck brain. One of
~ his favourite tricks when engaging a two-seater was to
. dive from behind and shghtly to one side. Asthe German
~ observer got his gun into position, he would continue his
~dive and come up under the fuselage. He would thenbe
- out of sight and could aim deliberately into the pilot’s
~ cockpit. Against single-seaters he would often approach
~ head-on, as though about to ram his enemy. Alwaysit
‘was the German who banked to avoid a collision. That
- was the moment for which Ball was manceuvring. As
- the opposing machine swung away the pilot was momen-
 tarily without cover. * Ball's deadly aim did the rest.
 With two aircraft rushing towards one another at over =~
- one hundred miles an hour, it will be apprecmted that‘ s
L Such tagtics necessnated an iron nerve. ‘ R
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274 THE ROYAL AIR FORCE

He was killed on the #th of May, 1917, although no one
can say whether it was during his last combat with
Lothar von Richthofen, by anti-aircraft fire, or a crash

from a datmaged machine. He was awarded a post-

humous Victoria Cross “ for most conspicuous and con-
sistent bravery from the 25th of April to the 6th of May,
1917, during which period Captain Ball took part in
twenty-six combats in the air and destroyed eleven
hostile aeroplanes, drove down two out of control, and
forced several others to land.”

Contemporary with Ball and opposed to him on the

same front was Manfred Freiherr von Richthofen.

Richthofen’s first success against the Royal Flying Corps
was with Boelcke’s new-formed Jagdstaffel 2. Later he
commanded the first Jagdgeschwader, which was a con-
centration of four Jagdstaffeln. This huge formation led
by Richthofen in an aeroplane painted red was promptly
nicknamed Richthofen’s circus, but, consisting as it did
of picked and experienced fighting pilots, it was a very
formidable fighting force to come up against.

Richthofen was a killer by nature. Unlike Boelcke he

took a delight in sending his enemies to their deaths.

When he was eventually killed he had the huge total of
eighty victories to his credit. Without in any way
belittling his prowess as a fighter, which was exceptional,
quite a large proportion of his victims were artillery,

- reconnaissance and photography machines, and not

fighters. He followed the line of least resistance and his
tactics in war were perfectly correct.

He was killed on the 21st of April, 1918, during a
“ dog-fight.” He was diving on the tail of one of our
machines when Captain A. R. Brown, of No. 209

‘Squadron, dived after him. His death had a tremendous
~ eftect on the morale of the German Air Service, as he had
~always been considered invincible.

Captain William -Avery Bishop, D.S.0., M.C., won his

- V.C. on the 2nd of June, 19%7. He was flying alone in a

Nieuport Scout when he visited an enemy aerodrome.
There were no machines about so he went on to another
one some twelve miles behind the enemy lines. Here,

‘there were seven machines, some with their engines
" ticking over,” so he dived to fifty feet to attack them
- with his machine-gun. One of the aeroplanes “ took

-
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off,” but Captain Bishop crashed it at a height of sixty
feet. He treated a second machine in the same way.
Then two more ““ took off ” together. He engaged both
these at a thousand feet. One he sent down®; the other
escaped him after he had emptied his last drum of
ammunition into it. On the return journey four engmy
scouts flew in formation above him, but made no attempt
to attack.

Bishop was another successful fighter who was not, at
first, considered as a pilot.” He was born at Owen Sound,
Ontario, on the 8th of February, 1894. He was originally
in the Canadian Cavalry, but transferred to the Royal
Flying Corps and, to his disgust, was trained as an
observer. His service in France in this capacity was
extremely useful to him later when he got his wish. He
was made a pilot on the 7th of March, 1917, and at once
proceeded to pile up a score of forty-nine enemy aircraft
and kite balloons. He survived the War and is at present
in Canada.

Second Lieutenant Alan Arnett McLeod, of No. 2
Squadron, was another Canadian V.C. He was flying an
Armstrong-Whitworth with Lieutenant A. W. Hammond,
M.C., as his observer on the 27th of March, 1918, when
they were attacked at a height of 5000 feet by eight
enemy triplanes. ‘ By skilful manceuvering he enabled
his observer to fire bursts at each machine in turn, shoot-
ing three of them down out of control. By this time
Lieutenant McLeod had received five wounds, and whilst
continuing the engagement a bullet penetrated his petrol

tank and set the machine on fire.

“ He then climbed out on to the left bottom plane,
controlling his machine from the side of the fuselage,
and by side-slipping steeply kept the flames to one side,
thus enabling the observer to continue firing until the
ground was reached.

‘““ The observer had been wounded six times when the
machine crashed in ¢ Noe Man’s Land,’ and Second
Lieutenant McLeod, notwithstanding his own wounds,
dragged him away from the burning wreckage at great
personal risk from heavy machine-gun fire from the
enemy’s lines. This very gallant pilot was again wounded
by a bomb whilst engaged in this act of rescue, but he
perseveged until he had placed Lieutenant Hammond in
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comparative safety, before falling himself from exhaustion

~ and loss of blood.”

- Lieutenant McLeod returned to his home at Stonewall,
Manitoba, &n leave when convalescent, but unfortunatel
he died of his wounds shortly afterwards. :

Irdeutenant Alan Jerrard, of No. 66 Squadron, won his
Victoria Cross in Italy on the 30th of March, 1918.
Whilst on patrol with Captain P. Carpenter and Lieu-
tenant H. Eycott Martin, he attacked a formation of
five Albatross D.III.’s and shot one down in flames.

. The patrol then attacked an enemy aerodrome and
engaged nineteen enemy machines. Carpenter shot one
down and Jerrard another. Whilst Jerrard was engaging
six machines on his own, Martin, who had also shot one
down, got into diffitulties. Jerrard at once went to his
assistance. When the patrol withdrew he acted as a
rearguard until he was eventually driven down and made
prisoner.

He survived the War and served in the Royal Air
Force until last year, when he retired.

Captain McCudden’s decoration was granted for an
exceptionally high and remarkably consistent standard
of performance instead of for a single deed. He had a
career of success which is a model for every apprentice
airman who enters the Service by way of Halton at the
age of fifteen. N

He was the son of a quartermaster-sergeant of the
Royal Engineers and was born at Gillingham, Kent, on
the 28th of March, 1895. He joined the R.F.C. in May
1913 and crossed to France in August 1914 as a mechanic
in No. 3 Squadron. He was a good mechanic, but when
he expressed a wish to fly, permission was granted and he
started observing in June 1915. He learned to be a pilot
in the following spring, and in July 1916 he was posted
to No. 29 Squadron (D.H.) as a sergeant pilot. He sent
down his first enenty machine on the 6th of September,
1916, the first of a long string of successes.

"His Victoria Cross was gazetted on the 2nd of April,
1918, in the following terms :

““ For most conspicuous bravery, exceptional perse-

~ verance, keenness and a very high devotion to duty.

- “ Captain McCudden has at the present time accounted

- for 54 enemy aeroplanes. Of these, 42 have bgen defi-
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nitely destroyed, 19 of them on our side of the lines.
Only 12 out of the 54 have been driven out of control.

“ On two occasions he has totally destroyed four two-
seater enemy aeroplanes on the same day,*and on the
last occasion all four machines were destroyed in the
space of one hour and thirty minutes. Y

‘' While in his present Squadron he has participated in
#8 offensive patrols, and in nearly every case has been
 the leader. On at least 30 other occasions, whilst with
the same squadron, he hak crossed the lines alone, either
in pursuit or in quest of enemy aeroplanes.

“ The following incidents are examples of the work ‘he
has done recently :

“On the 23rd of December, 1917, when leading his
patrol, eight enemy aeroplanes wete attacked between
2.30 p.m. and 3.50 p.m. Of these, two were shot down
by Captain McCudden in our lines. On the morning of
the same day he left the ground at 10.50 and encountered
four enemy aeroplanes ; of these he shot two down. :

“ On the 30th of January, 1918, he, single-handed, at-
tacked five enemy scouts, as a result of which two were
destroyed. On this occasion he only returned home when
the enemy scouts had been driven far east ; his Lewis-
gun ammunition was all finished and the belt of his
Vickers gun had broken.

“ As a patrol leader he has at all times shown the ut-
most gallantry and skill, not only in the manner in which
he has attacked and destroyed the enemy, but in the way
he has during several aerial fights protected the newer
 members of his flight, thus keeping down their casualties
to a minimum.

“ This officer is considered, by the record which he has
made, by his fearlessness, and by the great service which
he has rendered to his country, deserving of the very
highest honour.” '

‘His death was an anti-climax. eHe was killed in a
trivial accident which occurred on the aerodrome at Auxi-
le-Chateau on the gth of July, 1918, when he was about
to “ take off ” on a flight to assume command of No. 60
Squadron. .
~ Captain Ferdinand Maurice Felix West of No. 8

Squadron won his V.C. on the roth of August, 1918,
whilst avorking in close co-operation with the IV, Tank

-
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Brigade. With his observer, Lieutenant J. A. G. Haslam,

hood of Rosieres when he noticed a great deal of move-
ment in the heighbourhood of Roye, which was the Tanks’
objective. Descending to a low altitude for more precise
obsegvation, they were attacked by seven hostile aircraft.
One of Captain West’s legs was partially severed by an
explosive bullet, and fouled the controls. He lifted the
leg clear and regamed control of the machine. Although
he was also wounded in the other leg he handled the aero-
plane with such skill that Haslam was able to drive the
eriemy aircraft away. Captain West succeeded in return-
ing safely to our lines and insisted on making a report for
the benefit of the Tank Commander before he was
removed to hospital.

He is at present actively serving with the Royal Air

Force as a Squadron Leader.

Another Canadian V.C. was obtained by Major William
George Barker whilst patrolling in a Sopwith “ Snipe ”
during a refresher course from England.

- “On the morning of the 27th of October, 1918, this
officer observed an enemy two-seater over the Forét de
Mormal. He attacked this machine, and after a short

~ burst it broke up in the air. At the same time a Fokker
biplane attacked him and he was wounded in the right
thigh, but managed, despite this, to shoot down the
enemy aeroplane in flames.

“ He then found himself in the middle of a large forma-
tion of Fokkers, who attacked him from all directions, and
was again severely wounded in the left thigh, but suc-
ceeded in driving down two of the enemy in a spin.

“ He lost consciousness after this, and his machine fell

- out of control. On recovery he found himself being again

attacked heavily by a large formation, and singling out

one machine, he dehberately charged and drove it down
in flames. "

“ During this ﬁght his left elbow was shattered, and he
~ again fainted, and on regaining consciousness he found
‘himself still bemg attacked, but, notwithstanding that he
~was now severely wounded in botk legs and his left arm

- down in flames.
i Bemg g‘reatly exhausted he dived out of the fight to

he was flying an Armstrong-Whltworth in the ne1ghbour— .

shattered, he dived on the nearest machine and shot it
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regain our lines, but was met by another formation, which

attacked and endeavoured to cut him off, but after a
hard fight he succeeded in breaking up this formation and
reached our lines, where he crashed on landing.

“ This combat, in which Major Barker destroyed four
enemy machines (three of them in flames), brought his
total successes up to fifty enemy machines destroyed,
and is a notable example of the exceptional bravery

~ and disregard of danger which this very gallant officer

has always displayed *throughout his distinguished
career.

“ Major Barker was awarded the Military Cross on the
1oth of January, 1917 ; first Bar on the 18th of July,
1917 ; the Distinguished Service Order on the 18th of
February, 1918 ; second Bar to Military Cross on the
16th of September, 1018; and Bar to Distinguished
Service Order on the 2nd of November, 1918.”

Major Barker, who was born at Dauphin, Manitoba,
on the 3rd of November, 1894, returned to Canada after
the War. He was killed in an aeroplane accident on the
12th of March, 1930.

The next record is that of Captain Andrew Weatherby
Beauchamp-Proctor of No. 84 Squadron.

““ Between the 8th of August, 1918, and the 8th of

October, 1918, this officer proved himself victor in

twenty-six decisive combats, destroying twelve enemy
kite balloons, ten enemy aircraft and driving down four

~ other enemy aircraft completely out of control.
- “Between the 1st of October, 1918, in a general
~ engagement with about twenty-eight machines, he crashed -

one Fokker biplane near Fontaine and a second near
Ramicourt ; on the 2nd of October he burnt a hostile

~ balloon near Selvigny ; on the 3rd of October he drove
~ down, completely out of control, an enemy scout near
Mont d’Origny, and burnt a hostile balloon ; on the 5th

of October, the third hostile balloos near Bohain.
“ On the 8th of Octobes, 1918, while flying home at a

~low altitude, after destroying an enemy two-seater near
Maretz, he was painfully wounded in the arm by machine-
‘gun fire, but, continuing, he landed safely at his aero-

drome, and after making his report was admitted to

¢

“In, all he has proved himself conqueror over fifty-

L 4
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four foes, destroying twenty-two enemy machines,
sixteen enemy kite balloons, and driving down sixteen

enemy aircraft completely out of control.

- ““ Captain * Beauchamp-Proctor’'s work in attackmg
enemy troops on the ground and in reconnaissance during
the withdrawal following on the Battle of St. Quentin
from the 21st of March, 1918, and during the victorious
advance of our Armies commencing on the 8th of August,

“has been almost unsurpassed in its brilliancy, and as

such has made an impression®on those serving in his

 squadron and those around him that will not be easily

forgotten.

“ Captain Beauchamp-Proctor was awarded the Mili-
tary Cross on the 22nd of June, 1918 ; Distinguished
Flying Cross on the Znd of July, 1918 ; Bar to Military
Cross on the 16th of September, 1918 ; and Distinguished

Servme Order on the 2nd of November 1918.”

The last on the list is Major Edward Mannock, whose

- decoration was posthumously awarded in the Gazette of

the 18th of July, 1919, a year after his death.
Major Mannock was commissioned in the Royal

- Engineers on the 1st of April, 1916, but transferred to
- the RF.C. in August. He became a flying officer in
- February 1917, and two months later was posted to
~ No. 40 Squadron (Nieuports). ’

His first success was against a kite balloon on the 7th -

| ~of May, 1917, and his first enemy machine went down a '
- month later on the 7th of June. Most of his victories
 were obtained whilst flying an S.E.5, and he was in a

machine of this type when he was shot down and killed
by an anti-aircraft gun on the 26th of July, 19x8.
The following is the Gazefte account of his record :

~ ““On the 17th of June, 1918, he attacked a Halberstadt S
- machine near Armentleres and destroyed it from a helght
- of 8ooo feet.

“ On the 7th of July, 1918 near Doulieu, he attacked

e and destroyed one Fokker (red-bodied) machine, which =~
~ went vertically into the ground from a height of 1500
- feet. Shortly afterwards he ascended 1000 feet and =~
~ attacked another Fokker biplanes firing sixty rounds
~ into it, which produced an xmmedlate spm, resultmg, it o
s believed, in 4 crash. R
“,‘?011 the 14.1:11 of J uly, 193:8 near Mervﬂle, he ati;acked :
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and crashed a Fokker from 7000 feet, and brought a two-
seater down damaged.

_“On the 1gth of July, 1918, near Merville, he fired
eighty rounds into an Albatross two-seater,*which went
to the ground in flames.

“On the 20th of July, 1918, east of La Basség, he
attacked and crashed an enemy two-seater from a height
of 10,000 feet.

“ About an hour afterwards he attacked, at 8000 feet,
a Fokker biplane near Stetnwerke and drove it down out
of control, emitting smoke.

“On the 22nd of July, 1918, near Armentiéres, *he
?estroyed an enemy triplane from a height of 10,000
eet.

“ Major Mannock was awarded *the undermentioned
distinctions for his previous combats in the air in France
and Flanders :

“ Military Cross. Gazetted on the 17th of September,
1917.

“Bar to Military Cross. Gazetted on the 18th of
October, 1917.

“ Distinguished Service Order. Gazetted on the 16th

~ of September, 1918.

€«

ar to Distinguished Service Order (first). Gazetted
on the 16th of September, 1918.

“Bar to Distinguished Service Order (second).
Gazetted on the 3rd of August, 1918.

“ This highly distinguished officer, during the whole of
his career in the Royal Air Force, was an outstanding
example of fearless courage, remarkable skill, devotion
to duty, and self-sacrifice, which has never been sur-

assed.
i The total number of machines definitely accounted
for by Major Mannock up to the date of his death in
France (26th of July, 1918) is fifty—the total specified
in the Gazetie of 3rd of August, 1918,swvas incorrectly given
as forty-eight, instead of ferty-one.”

These nineteen records all sound the one distinctive
note of determination. Aerial supremacy can never be
won by quality of smachines and preponderance of
numbers alone. The aircraft must have the right men
to handle them. Fighting pilots must be endowed with
couragg and a quick decision. But, as in every class of
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combat since the world began, the man in the machine
must know his weapons. He must be a crack shot and
a skilful and resolute pilot.

In these eessentials and in the general standard of

efficiency of its personnel, the Royal Air Force has no
equ%l in the world.

SO

e
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