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ﬂf. Name. _ Population in 17§5. in 17g0-1.

z Lethnot, -
2 'll?:lrlnbamn.
efsle, -
‘2 Auci:lerardcr,
. § Aberlemno, -
6 Drumblade, -
Skene, -
Aberlour, -
9 Rofeneath, -
" 30 Drainy, -
11 Arderfier, -

12 Tealing, -
13 Dallas, -
14 Kirkhill, -

15 Inverarity, .
16 Duirinifh, -
17 Kirkinner, -
18 Rattray, -
19 Ardclach, -
a0 Udny, -
21 Ormiftoun, -
22 Cufhnie,
23 Rynd, -
22 A{nbot's Hall, -
a5 Inchture, = -
26 Hutton, -

24 Kilfpindie, -
28 Strickathrow, -

29 Johnflon, -
30 Criech, -
3t Dunbog, -
33 Barrie, -
33 Earlftoun, -
Carried over,

Inc.  Dec.

635| sos | —| 130
1427 | 32003 | 576} —
369 | 396 | 137 |—
1194 | 1670 | 476 | =~
943 | 1033 90 | =—
1125 886 | ——| 339
1251 | 1233 | — 18
10| 920 |——1 90
5311 394 | ——| 139
1174 | 1040 | ~——| 134
438 ] 1208 | 870 o
735] 802 67—
700 888 188 | e
1360 | 1570 310 | =—
9961 939 | —| 67
2568 | 3000 | 432 | ——
792 | 1153 360 | ——
75| §00 | = | ag§x
1163 | 1186 23 | ——
1333 | 1137 | ——| 185
10 864 54 —
5601 430 |——| 70
4981 495 |—1| 3
1348 | 2136 | 488 | ——
393 1000 | 107 | ——
751] 920 | 169 ( ——
828 718 ;‘g 110

- 5§39 672 143

494 | 565 71
375| 396 | —{ 69
3551 335 |—| 3°
689 996 | 107 | —
1197 | 135 | 154 | —
29531 1 33030 1 5012l 1513

a2
37
33
47
53
57

7%

i

93
10§
118
124
13;
13
148
15T
156
166
17

1

15§
191
136
202 .
309
216
22y
233
236
243
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No. Name. Population in 1755. in 17go-1. Inc.  Dec. Page.
Brought over,” | 29531 | 33030 | 5013 | 1513
34 Kingfbarns, - 871 807 |——| 64] 1254
35 Kells, - 784| 869 | 85| —|259.
36 Kilmalcolm, - 1495 951 | —— | 544|274
37 Dreghorn, - 8871 830 |—| 357|280
33 Bolton, - g 59 235 | —| 124|285
39 Fearn, - 1898 | 1600 | —— | 298| 288
4Q Knajo:kant}ow, - 1267 | 1500 233 | —— | 302
t Dalrymple, - 4 §o | — o
:z' Duth):l and Rothie- 3 3 591 8°5
*  ,muschps, - 1785 | 11x0 | —— | 6751 308
43 Methlick, - 1385 | 1035, | — | 3501 320
44 Kilbucho, - 299 362 83| —| 324
45 Aberdour, - 1198 | 1280 82| — | 327
43 Kilmadaa, - 806 | 351 | ——| 455}338
47 Monikie, - 1345 | 1298 | —| 67] 343
48 Qalder, - 882 | 1062%| 180 | — 349
49 Detkford, - 940 | 7352 188 | 358
so Pittenweem, - 939 1157 218 | — | 369
s1. Duafe, - 2593 | 3334 | 731 —| 378
§2 Alvah, - 1161 | 1090 {——| 91} 393
§3 Strathmiglo, - 109§ 980 | ——| 115400
s4 Row, - 853 | 1000 147 | — | 405
ss Coldftream +, - 1493 | 3531 | 1028 | ——| 410
§6 Logie Buchan, 575 538 | — 37| 421
§7.Gleaholm, - 392| 300 |——| 92] 429
§8 Falkland, - 1795 | 2198 | 403 | ——| 437
59 Banchory Davinick | 14951 1700 | 205} ——| 450
60 Durifdeer, - 109 { 1031 12 | —— | 457
61 Torphichen, - 1395 | 1069 | ——| 226 465
60856 | 64330 | 8419 | 4955

Carried over,

* Mr Grant having only ftated the number of examinable
perfons, a proportional addition is here made for children un-
der that age, at the rate of {.
* 4 A fimilar addition is made to Dr Bell's report of this pa-
rith, whofe examination roll was made up in 1785-6.
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No.© Name. Poinlation in 1755.

Brought over,
62 Loggic Eafter, -
63 Erro}, -
64 Fordoun, -
65 Kinglaffie, -
66 Crawford, -
Knkpamck-]nxta,
6; Kirkpatrick - Iron-
gray, -
69 Largo, -
. 90 Towie, -
21 Strachur and Stra-
lachlan, -
Total,

Population in 1755,
Increafe, -

?

in !790'" Inc. neco
60856 | 64320 |.8419( 4955
850 | 1x125* 295 | ——
2229 | 2685 456 | ——
1890 | 2258 368 | —
998 | 1200 202 | ———
2009 1490 -1 519
794 (3] _—1 1y
895| .763%] —| 133
1396 | 1913 s17 | —
656| ss0 | ——| 106
1193 | 1061 132
73766 | 77981 | 10237 | 6022

73766 | 6022

4215 | 4215

Page.

472
480
494
sox
505
517
525
534
547

555

* The ufual proportion for children under 8, is alfo added
to thg returns from thefe parithes.
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STATISTICAL ACCOUN'T

SCOTLANTD

' PART IV. ,

NUMBER L

PARISH OF LETHNOT.

(COUNTY OF FORFAR.)

By the Rev. My Jonn TAYLOR.

Annexation and Situation.

TH.E parithes of Navar and Lethnot, prior to the year
1733, were two feparate charges : Before their union,
the parith of Lochlee and Lethaot were one charge. The
minifter refided at Lethnot, and preached two fabbaths at
Lethnot, and the third at Lochlee. But, as Lochlee is dif-
tant from Lethnot ten computed miles, and as the road was
found always inconvenient, and often dangerous, efpecially
in winter, it was judged proper by all concerned about the
year 1723, to disjoin Lochlee from Lethnot; to make the -
Vor. IV, A \ former



2 Statiftical Account

former a feparate cba}ge, and to annex Navar to the latter.
Navar and Lethnot, thus united, lie in the county of Forfar,
the prefbytery of Brechin, and the fynod of Angus and
Mearns. They are furrounded by the Grampian hills
on all fides, except towards the eaft, where there is a {fmall
opening, through which the Weft-water iffues, and the plain
of the Mearns is feen. The only part of the Grampians,
that lies to the fouth of them, is the hill of Caterthun, re-
markable for having on its top the remains of a very anci-
ent fortification. Oppofite to Caterthun, which is the high-
eft top of a long ridge, running nearly from eaft by north
to weft by fouth, are the Grampians on the north, nearly
in a parallel diretion to the long ridge of Caterthun, but
much higher. Along the bottom of thefe, Navar and
Lethnot are fituated, the breadth of the arable land from the
bottom of Caterthun on the fouth to the uncultivated parts of
the higher Grampians on the north, being nearly 3-4ths of a
mile all along, and the length about 5 miles. Lethnot, which
lies eaftward, is bounded on that quarter by the parith of
Edzel, and part of the parith of Stricathrow, on the fouth-
caft and fouth by the caftern part of the ridge of Cater-
thun, which feparates it from the parith of Menmuir; on
the weft by the Weft-water, which feparates it from Navar;
and on the north, by that part of the Grampians, called the
bill of Wirran, or the bill of [prings, (as the word Wirran is
faid to fignify,) which feparates it from the parifh of Loch-
lee. Navar is boutded on the fouth and fouth-weft by the
weftern part of the ridge of Caterthun, which divides it
from Menmuir ; on the weft it is feparated from the Glens
of Fern, Tannadice, Cortachy and Clova, by a great extent
of the'Grampian mountains ; and towards the north, others

of thefe mountains divide it from the parifh of Lochlee.
But befides that part of the parifhes, which is fituated as

above defcribed, there is a confiderable number of fmall
A . farms,




of Lethnot. 3

farthe, which lie fcattered on the Weft-water and other
fmall rivulets, extending a good way among the hills in a
north-weft dire@tion from the church of. Lethnot, the moft
diftant being npwards of five miles from it.

Sozl, Marl, 8cc.—~The foil in both parifhes is various, fome
of it is of a clay nature, fome a rich loam with a till bet-
tom, and there is fome haugh ground adjacent to the Weft-
water with a fandy bottom. The ancient name of the
Weft-water was Dy ; it has its fource among the hills about
twelve miles north-weft from the church of Lethnot, and it
receives in its progrefs a great number of rapid rivulets.
There are appearances of unfhapely rocks here and there
on its banks, and at one place there is found limeftone of a
reddifh fandy nature, mixed with veins of freeftone. The
farmers quarry the limeftone, and find it to anfwer well
with their lands. But, there is no freeftone quarry within
the parithes, and though fome of the rocks, which feem in
general to be compofed of what is commonly called feurdy

Sone, might anfwer for building, yet there is no quarry of
them opened for that purpofe. There is in the hill of Wir-
ran, a fpecies of rock of a bluith colour, and of a very fine
texture, very like to that of the {mall blue flates, from which
the farmers quarry lintels for doors and windows. They
can have thefe pieces almoft of any length and breadth they
pleafe ; but as the rock is at fome diftance, it is feldom -
wrought. What is of greater confequence to fome of the -
farms of the parifhes is a vein of clay or rock marl, which
runs from the eaft end of Lethnot to the weft of Navar, in
a line nearly eaft by north to weft by fouth. This vein ex-
tends beyond the boundaries of the parifhes. It is found
on the lands of Balfour at the diftance of five miles eaft, and
it is found a little north of the Houfe of Fafque, the feat of
Sir Alexander Ramfay, at the diftance of feven miles from
this
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this place. A great quantity, no lefs than 300 of our cart-
loads are neceffury to manure an acre. But when it is put
on in fufficient quantity, it is far preferable to lime, its vir-
tue remaining for many years. It ig of different colours,
fome bluifh, and fome purplifh mixed with veins of a cream
colour.” It effervefces, like limeftone, with aqua fortis, and
anfwers beft with thin dry land. However it can be of ufe to
the adjoining farms only, becaufe with refpeé to thofe at
the diftance of a mile or two from the pit, the expence and
labour would exceed the ‘profit. It is found at fix, eight,
and in {fome places ten feet below the furface. It is laid on
ley and fpread in fummer, ‘and continues to incorporate
with the furface during the winter-rains and froft, and the
field is broken up in fpring for cats.

Mineral [prings.~There is a great number of mineral
{prings within the parifhes, all of a chalybeate nature ; fome
of them are ftrong, and prove beneficial in complaints of the
ftomach and gravel. People of the neighbourhood frequent-
1y vifit them ; but there is no refort to them by perfons at
a diftance, though it is believed they would prove as falu-
tary in fome complaints as the wells of Pananach, which
are in high repute.

Fifs.—In moft of the {mall rivulets, which fall into the
" Weft-water, there is trout of the common kind ; and in the
Weft-water itfelf, there are three fpecies of frefh water
trout; 1/, Thofe of the common kind about eight or nine
inches long; 2dly, The yellowith trout confiderably larger ;
and 3d/y, A fpecies of trout called Par, about the fize of a
common burn trout, with a {mall head, and fides beautiful-
1y clouded. Befides the above kinds, there are alfo fea-
trouts, which come up from the fea in May, from one to
two pounds weight, There is likewife plenty of fmouts,

C
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(as they are commonly called) or fmelts, which are a flen."
der clear-fkinned fpecies of trout about eight or nine inch-

es long : They are fuppofed by fome to be young fea-trout,

but their fleth is white, whereas that of the fea-trout is red-

difh like falmon.

Diflempers—On account’ of our being furrounded by
high hills, we are expofed to frequent and firong gufts of
wind, by which the atmofphere is kept pure and healthy.
The diftempers moft prevalent are inflammatory and pleu-
rify fevers, owing to the frequent and fudden changes of
the weather, and to the peoples being expofed to hard exer-
cife, wet clothes, and a fudden ftopping of the perfpiration.
There is 2 diftemper, called by the country-people the /eap-
ing qgue, and by phyficians, St Vitus's dance, which has pre.
vailed occafionally for upwards of 6c years in thefe parithes,
and fome of the neighbouring ones. The patient firft com-
plains of a pain in the bead, and in the lower part of the
back ; to this fucceed convulfive fits, or fits of dancing at cer-
tain periods. This difeafe appears to be hereditary in fome
families. When the fit of dancing, leaping or running fei-
zes the patient, nothing tends more to abate the violence of
the difeafe, than the allowing him free fcope to exercife
himfelf in this manner till nature be exhaufted. . Another
diftemper, with which the conftitution of fome families here
is tainted, is the fcrofula or king’s evil, owing very pro-
bably to cold, and to a poor aliment. But in general the
-climate feems favourable to longevity. Within thefe laft
16 years, four perfons have died, who were above go ; one
of them was 106.

Population.—Dr Webfter’s ftate of the population about 46
years ago was 63 5 fouls. The number of people has decreafed
confiderably within thefe laft 20 years. In 1777 and 1778, the

. number
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number was 555, of whom 268 were males, 284 were fe.
males, 65 wereunder fix years of age, 99 wereunder 10 years,
5o were Nonjurors, and 2 were Bereans. But in 1490,
the number was only sos, of which 256 were males, 249
were females, 62 were undet fix, and 98 under ten. There
are at prefent fix tailors, feven weavers, two fmiths, and
two wrights, within the parithes. In 1790, the number of

Nonjurors, or more properly now, Epifcopalians,was 56. The’

caufe of the diminution of the number of people is, that in

no lefs than fix cafes, two farms have, within thefe four-

teen years, been joined into one. Befides the number of
fubtenants is alfo confiderably diminifhed. There were fix-
teen houfes, then inhabited by fubtenants, which are now
ruinous. In fome cafes, the poffefflors, being old people,
died out; and in others, the farmers chofe to have their
poffeflion of land in their own hand, becaufe they could
turn it to more advantage ; befides they withed to leffen
the number of their fubtenants, becaufe they found it in-
convenient to lead fuel to them, and to perform other fli-
pulated fervices. The diminithing of the number of fub-
tenants and the uniting of farms, it is prefumed, is an evil
not peculiar to this corner. The confequence is, that there
is, and has been for fome time, a great difficulty in procu.
ring fervants. ’

Bortbs,
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' Births, Marriages and Burials for the laft ten Years.

Male Fem. Mar. Bur.
Births. Births.
In the year 1781 9 5 3 11
1782 10 5 6 9
1483 9 6 10 a
1784 9 © 4 4 9
1785 9 6 2 6
1786 6 9 7 12
-5 4 7 7
178% 11 6 3 8
1789 ' 5 ] 7
3790 | 3 6 8 12
Sums | 79 56 57 88
Yearly average | 4% o 5% 8%

In the year 1778, there were 119 inhabited houfes; but
in 1790, the number wes only 103. The number of mar-
ried perfons or couples in 1778 was 85; in 1790, the’
sumber was 74. There were 15 bachelors, widowers in-
cluded, keeping houfes by themfelves, and for the moft part
old men,. in the year 1778. -The number of perfons of the
fame defcription in the year 1790 was 13. As to the num-
ber of children produced by snarriages, there are many in-
ftances here, when young people 'marry, and are in eafy
cncumﬁnnca, of their having eight chiMren ; many where
there are ten children, anhd Tome wherc there are thirteen.
But when people advanced in life “marry, the number of °
children is two or three; and fometimes none. Many of our °
young people remove from theé panihes, but not for want
of employment. They get higher wages to the fouthward, *
and fome remove. for.the fhke of learning, a particular trade

' or:
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or art, as their genius leads them. None have perithed
from want, fince the end of the laft century, when there
were feven years of general fearcity, and when fome per-
fons were found dead with cabbage, kail-roots, €. in their
moaths.

Sheep.—The number of fheep is abopt 6770, of lambs
1256. . But as a great number of lambs perifh through the
weaknefs of the ewes, owing to fevere winters and fprings,
there are brought annually from the fouthern counties about
678, part of them lambs, but for the maft part year-olds,
becaufe thefe laft ftand the winter better. Hence the an-
nual increafe arifing from lambs produced at home, and
from thofe brought from the fouth, is about 1934. But of
thefe generally one third is deftroyed, before they come to
full maturity, fome by foxes, fome by fevere winters and
fprings, fome are amiffing, and many are cut off by a dif-
eafe, which is here called tbe Braxes. Hence it happens,
that the fale of ald fheep annually amounts only to 2-3da of
1934, that is 128g. The fouth country, or what is here
called the Yarrow broad, are of a larger fize than the na-
tive kind, and bring 2 higher price from the butcher; but
their wool is:much coarfer. There is now fuch 2 mixtare
of the two breeds, that hardly any of the native kind are
to be found pure. The woal of the mative kind, feveral
years ago, ufed to fell at xs. 3 (. pa Ib., and at prefent it
eafily brings that price, when pure ; while that of the Yar-
row breed brings only -x0d.or1zd. The pound. coa-
fifts of 24 ounces Englih, Many of our farmers begin te
think that they would have aéted more wifely, had they en-
couraged their own native breed : for they find, in the fir/
place, that the Yarrow breed requires much more pafture;
adly, That they do not ftand the winter fo well ; and, 3dly,
That their wool is of a much coarfer guality. A wedder

of

-
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of the native breed when full grown, fells at 10s.64d. or
11 5. and the Yarrow kind brings 14 or 15s. It is obfer-
ved here, that the nature of the fheep’s pafture greatly af-
fe@s the wool. A. farm ‘where there is much wet marthy
ground, -ahd that rough kind of grafs which grows on fuch
ground, always produces coarfe wool.

The fineft wool is produced, where the ﬂ1eep have young
tender heath, and fhort fweet grafs to feed upon.

The difeafe formerly mentioned under the name of
Brazes, in this-place, proves.fatal to many of the young
fheep. It feizes them towards the end of harveft, when
they are in befk condition, and the moft thriving are cut off
byit. When theif bodies are opened, the blood is found
extravafated in their bowels, and in a putrid ftate. Itap-
pears to be infeftious; for when the difeafe begins, num-
bers perith, and they are cut off by a fhort illnefs. No me- .
thod is found fo effettual for flopping the progrefs of the
malady; as removing the theep to a pafture at fome diftance.
When the young theep are carried to a diftant pafture, it
is fome time before they become acquainted with it, fo that
for a few days at leaft, they muft be but half-fed. This
confideration induced an ingenious man in a neighbouring
parith, to confine his young theep a good part of every day
within their pens, at the time when the. Braxes began to
make its appearance, that they might be preveated from
filling their ftomachs, when attacked by it, and this precau-
tion had the defired effe® in faving their lives. There
are others who fay, that they have tried this precaution
without fuccefs.

Horfes dnd black cattle.~The pumber of horfes within .
the parithes is 147 : many of them are of a fmall fize, only
a little larger than the Shetland - breed. The number  of
black cattle is 601. The number of calves reared annnally

Vor. IV.. B
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is about 130; but befides thefe, there are between twe
and three dozen fed for the butcher.

Heritors, farms, ¢c.—~The heritors of Navar and Leth-
. not, are three in number, none of whom refide. The valu-
ed rent is L. 1031: 13:9 Scots: The real rent is about
L. 410 Sterling. The proprietor of the greateft eflate gave
leafes (alittle after 1760) to all the tenaats in the lower part
of the parithes for two nineteen years and alife; and for
one nincteen and 2 life, to thofe in the upper or more hilly
part of the eftate, obliging the tenants to carry on certain
pieces of improvement fpecified in their leafes. They became!
obliged to build fubftantial houfes on their refpe@ive farms,
to inclofe & certain portion of the farm, to bring in and im-
prove baulks, and fuch pieces of wafte ground as were fit
for improvement, and to plant an acre, or half an acre, ac-
cording to the fize of the farm, of young trees in fome
convenient place, and to keep a fufficient fence around them
till grown up. Some of the tenants have completely ful-
filled thefe ftipulations. All the farms are fet upon mode-
rate terms, fome at 7 s. per acre, fome at §5. and fome as
lowas 35. 4d. Their fize is very various; fome confift of
30 acres, fome of 50, fome of 80 ; there is one of 100 acres,
and another of 160.  The rent of thofe farms which Lie
in the lower part of the parithes, is made to rife at the end
of every nineteen years of the leafe. Thus the farm of 160
acres, which paid L. 33, for the firft nineteen, pays now
yearly during the currency of the fecond nineteen L. 39
and is bound to pay for the firft nineteen of the life L. 4 5.
All the tenants have already increafed the value of their
farms very confiderably by improvements, and by bring.
ing wafte ground into cultivation : But there is till a good
deal of wafte ground on moft of the farms, which will re
quire the induftry of many years fully to improve. Moft
of the larger farms confift of what was formerly two farms,
' Agricsltnre.
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Agricultare~The mumber of acres arable, may be efti-
"ymated at 1200. Of thele about 400 are allotted to oats,
" 300 for Chefter bear; 30 for peafe, about an equal number
for turnips, potatoes and cabbage ; all the reft lic in grafs,
about 144 acres being fown with red clover, white clover,
and rye-grafs. The number of ploughs is 28 ; but about 30
‘or 40 years ago, the aumber was upwards of 40. The caufe
of the decreafe is, that in many inflances, two farms have
been joined into one fince that period, and befides, in the hil-
1y part of the parifhes, feveral farms which were formerly in
cultivation, are at prefent lying in grafs,and meant to be kept
in that fiate, as pafture for cattle and fheep. Twenty-cight
ploughs, indeed, age more than fufficient for all the labour;
tho’ on the larger farms there is work enough for the ploughs
employed. On a fmall farm of 18 or 20 acres, one plongh
of four fmall horfes is more than enough ; fo that the unit-
ing of {mall farms, which lie contiguous, may be fometimes
confidered as a wife plan, and as tending to the advantage
of the country, at leaft in refpe& of the landlord.

Within thefe laft 30 years, the art of farming is greatly
improved in this place. It is only about 20 years ago, that
the farmers began to clean their land by fowing turnip, and
to fow grafs feeds. Since that period there has been 2 great
fpirit of induftry and improvement. As lime anfwers well
with their land, they have been in the praltice for feveral
years of bringing it from a great diftance.  Some of themm
bring it at leaft 12 flatute miles. Hence the quantity of
grain produced at prefent is far greater than what was pro-
duced 30 years ago. At prefent the parifhes can fpare an-
aually, at an average, about o0 bolls, part in oats and oat-
meal ; but the greateft part, bear in grain, which is carried
to Brechin and Montrofe. The beginning of our feed-time
bere is very various, owing to the fpring fnow lying long
near the bottom of the hills. Generally we begin to fow oats

before
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befare the middle of March,.and bear sbout:the middle of
April. ..In the years 1783, .1485, .1788, and 1789, April
'was begun,  and the firft eight days of it near.gone, before
there was any. fowing here.. .But in 1787, 1790, and 1791,
_fome.of our. farmers began to fow peafe and.oats in Februa-
ry, and.all of them in the firft and fecond week of March.
The beginning of harveft here. is alfo.various.. Generally

it begins about the firfk or fecopd week of September, .and
is finithed -before the firft of November, and all the corns
igot in. :But.in the year.1783, there was no .reaping till -
the 3d of O&ober, and it was the 20th of Nevember before
all the coras were got in. Crop.1782 in . this, place, a3 in
the greateft part of the kingdom, turned. out .very unpro-
ductive. The fnow and. froft. came on before the corns
svere tipened. However, with what the people had refer-
ved ofithe former crop, and with the “{canty fupply which"
crop 1783 afforded, they were able to fubfift till crop 1783
camte.in#id, without feeking any affiftance from abroad ; or
at leaft, if 4 fmall portion of meal was brought from Mon-
trofe, and fome bolls of feed-cats bought, ‘there was . more
{old out of the parifhes, to people who came from Dee .ﬁdg.
and other places. It is the pradice of many in thefe parithes
to have their girnals or. moal-chefls always pretty full, that
they may .be prepared againt a bad crop. Experience has
taught them this precaution, becaufa the harvefts here ars
often precarious, and the corns fuffer either by wind, or by
the winter coming on befare they are fully ripened. There
is byt little flax raifed here. It does not gemerslly ripen fof-
ficiently, to tempt a farmer to rifk many acres on its culti-
vation. . Yet moft of - the-farmers. in the lower part of the
parithesfow a peck or two for the ufe of their own families,
andthey reckon it a tolerable crop, if .they have hetween
twa and -three flone-after the peck of liatfecd. The flone
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confifls of 24 Ib. Englith, o, 83 Ib. Amfterdam. . There is
_ no common pafture except the hills.

Difadvantages~~Among the difadvantages to which this
Place is expofed, may be reckoned a long continuance of
fnow in the fpring, by which the operations of bufbandry

.are interrupted, and the feed-time retarded; and on this
account, our corns are but feldom fo well ripened as thofe
in the Jow country. While good oats in the low .country
yield fixteen pecks of meal per boll, we reckon them good
here, if they yield fifteen. The winters here are slways
more fevere than in the low gpuntry, and our farmers are

. often intetrupted in their operations by ftorms, while thofe
:to the fouthward. of the hills can plow and cart. Befides
they frequently fuffer very confiderably in fevere winters
‘and fprings by the lofs of fheep and lambs. Our diftance
from Brechin, which is the neareft market-town being
.five computed miles, and the road acrols the fieep hill.of -
Caterthun, often rendered impaflable for horfes by the
Jnow, may be reckoned another difadvantage under which
this oonm:ry labours.

Stspend, Uc.--The flipend is L. 51, 19s. Sterling, and
16 bolls ocatmeal. The glebe may be eftimated now at
five guiness yeuly The church is probably two or three
:hundred years.old.. It was covered with lead until the
year 1742, and then flated. A minifer of the parifh, fo
‘many years ago, that neither his name nor the period of
his incumbency is remembered, lived and died a bachelor,
and having moaey, he bequeathed it to cover the church
with lead. It is fuid, that his body lies interred in a ftane
coffin in the eaft end of the church. As to the manfe, it
is but a modern edifice. . It was built about the 1723. The

King is patron of the parih.
: School.
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School~There are two fchools within the parithes; the
eftablithed fchool, and another founded on private donation.
The parifh fchoolmatfter’s living confifts of 100 merks Scots,
paid by the heritors and tenants, fees for baptifms, marria-
ges, and fchool-fees, and may be éftimated at L. 11 or L. 12.
Fora few months in winter, the number of fcholars is
fometimes above 40, but through the fpring and fummer,
only about ¢ dozen attend the fchool. Reading, writing,

"and arithinetic, are the only branches taught. The other
fchool, wirich is fixed on the Weft-water about four com-
puted miles from the former, is kept only during the win-
ter half-year. This fchiool Was firft ere@ed about 1950, and
2 fund of 500 merks Scots, appointed for fupporting a teach-
er, which fand, sbout two years ago, received an addition
of L.'20 Sterling.

Poor.—Our number of poor at prefent is eight. They
are fupplied by our Sabbath-colle®ions, and the intereft of
a fund of L. 460, a provifion abundantly fufficient to anfwer
all reafonable demands. Our weekly colleQions have been
continuing to rife gradually for fome years. Our funds
being fo confiderable, we judged it improper to apply for
any of the Government’s bounty in 1783. About so
years ago, it was common for upwards of 20 young people
belonging to the parifhes to go a-begging in the winter-
feafon for want of employment and fupport; whereas at
prefent the farmers find it very difficult to procure either
at home, or from a diftance, a fufficiency of young people
to ferve them. There is not a perfon belonging to thefe
parithes permitted at prefent to go a-begging.

Prices—~The price of an ox, 40 or 50 years ago, was
L. 3, 10; fuch an ox would now fell at L. 6, 15. An

old ewe fold formerly at 1s. xd.; fuch an ewe would now
fell
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Sl at 45. 6d.or §5. A good wedder fold formerly at
gs.6d. or 4s.; fach 2 wedder would now give 1xs. Mut-
ton snd beef fold formerly at 1d. per Ib.; it now fells at
4d. Sheep were formerly cotted or lodged in a houfe fum-
mer and winter, a mode of treatment much againft their
profperity. Cattle were formerly fed on bear-chaff and
bear-thag, by which is meant the refufe of the bear which
did not fland the wind ; at prefent they are fed on tarnipe,
bay and fheaves of fhort oats. A ‘good hen fold formerly
at 4d.; fuch a hen would at prefent bring rod. Butter
fold formerly at 4d. per Ib.; it now brings 9gd. The
pound here is 23 oz. Amfterdam, or 340z. Englith. A
flone of cheefe weighing 23 Ib. Amfterdam, or 24 Ib.
Englith, fold formerly at 3s.; it now brings §s. and'5s. 6d.
A boll of oats with fodder fold formerly at x1s. 14d.;
it now fells at 15s. A boll of bear in grain fold formerly
at 7s.; it now fells at 23s. A ball of cat meal fold for-
merly at 8s. 4d.; (during the years of fcarcity indeed, in
the end of the laft century, meal fold at 20 d. per peck;)
2 boll of oat meal fells now at 13s.4d. Our boll is
8 flone Amfterdam.

Wages,; €9c.—~A lbouring man’s wages per day about
40 years ago, were 2 d. and his meat; his wages at prefent
are 6d. and his meat. The wages of a hireman, that is,
a man-fervant hired for the half year, capable to hold the
plough, and work with horfes, were formerly 16s. 84d.;
foch a man’s wages now sare L. 3, or L. 3, 10s. A maid-
fervant’s wages formerly were, for the fummer half year,
308, with bounties, by which is meant, an ell of linen, an
apron and a fhirt: Her wages for the winter half ygar
were § 9. with-fame bounties: the reafon why her wages
werg higher in fummer, was, becaufe fthe reaped in harveft;
» maid-fervant’s wages at prefeat, for the fommer half year, -
are
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are L, 1, 55 with bounties of an ell of linen, apron and thirt,
befides, fhg alfo ftipulates for a week to herfelf, during
which fhe goes to her parents houfe and works for herfelf,
and is allowed a peck of meal for maintenance during that
week. Her wages for the wiater half year are L.z, with-
fame bounties, week and meal. A tailor’s wages formeily.
were 2d. and meat ; they are now 6d. and meat. A wea--
ver formerly charged at the rate of 1d. per ell, for wea-
vingclodlofacertaihfpeciu, he now charges 3d. perell .
for fimilar cloth. A pair of coarfe fhoes formerlyco& 155
fuch kind of fhoes now fell at 3s.

In this place, the common labourers, when married, .
have a fmall fettlement from a farmer,.of about one and
an half, or two acres, fufficient to maintain two cows and.
34 theep ; the farmer does all neceflary work for the land,
in way of tilling, harrowing, leading home the corns, and
bringing a certain quantity of fuel from the hills. The
fubtenant is always bound to ferve the farmer in harveft,
and in the winter half year. The encouragement given him, -
upon the whole, is fuch as may enable him to bring up a
family without affiflance from the poors funds. Though he
have a rifing family of fix children, the eldeft under twelve,
it would be thought ftrange here, while he, his wife and
children were well, if he thould defire any fupply. When
the fcheme of the fituation of the labouring poor in Eng..
land is confidered, there occurs only one cafe in which a
fupply would be judged neceflary here. The cafe is where :
the woman is deferted by her hufband, and left with fix
children;, four of then being too young to earn any thing: °
It is to be obferved that children in this place become ufe-.
ful at eight or nine years of age : During fummer they are
employed as herds by fubtenants. Thus their parents are -
freed from the charge of- their maintenance’;- befides they
get a fmall fee. of about 55 It is to be obferved alfe, thata .

woman’s
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woman’y work in this country turns to more account than
it appears to do in England, and our mode of living is lefs
expenfive. Such 2 woman as is mentioned in the above cafe,
eonld gain, in this country, in the way of {pinning, about
18d. a-week, and manage her family-concerns. The
young girls in this country, by the time they are 13
er 14 years old, ¢an fpin § or 6 hafps of yarn in the
week: A woman that has nothing to interrupt her,
fpins about 12 hafps; the price for fpinning a hafp is
3d. Poor people here, inftead of tea, fugar and butter,
live commoanly on pottage and milk. It is only old, in-
firm or difeafed people, who are unable to wark, and the
ordinary poor, who receive fupport from the poors funds.
As for tradefmen and artifans, they have fmall fet-
tlements from the farmers, of about 2 acres each: They
are generally bound to reap in harveft, and for fome
days work in the bufieft time of fummer. Upon the whole,
by the accommodation of their fmall fettlements, and the
profits of their occupations, they are enabled to live com-
fortably, and to bring up families. The lower clafs of peo.
ple here, as well as thofe above them, are, in general, fober,
induftrious and frugal; and but few of them fail in early
life to make pravifion for the infirmities of old age.

Astiguities, &'c~The remains of what is fuppofed to bave
been a Druidical temple, flill appear near the bottom of
the hill of Wirran in Lethnot, and it is faid that there
were formerly to be feen, the remains of other two in Na-
var. Though at prefent there is but very little wood in.
the parithes, it is plain that there muft have been a good.
deal long ago, becaufe in many places where peats

Vor.IV. G are.
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‘are found, large trunks of black oak are alfo difco-

vered.

Eminent Perfons—Among thofe worthy of being men-
tioned, James Black deferves a place.  This man, born in.
1677, though his ftation was originally mean, rdifed him-
felf by his prudence and indufiry, and did more fervice
to his country than many of high rank and opulent
fortunes. During his life he procured the building of
the Gannachy bridge on the North Efk, and contributed
almoft all the money that was neceflary for that purpofe;
a bridge “which at this day could not be built for lefs than -
‘L. 1603 and at his death he left 50 merks Scots as a fund
for its fupport, befides 1000 merks, for other ufeful and
pious purpofes, oi%. 300 merks towards building a bridge
at Balrownie, on the road that leads from this place to Bre-
chin ; as alfo 200 merks for the poor in the parifh of Fet-
tercairn, and §oo merks for fupporting a fchool in the
Weft-water, which has been already mentioned. On his.
tomb-ftone the followiﬁg infcription is engraved.

No bridge on earth can be a pafs to heaven,
To generous deeds let yet due praife be given.

Fuel—The general fuel of the parifhes is turf, peat and:
heath. The providing of fuel here, is a work of
great expence and labour, on account of the fteepnefs
of the hills, and the diftance of the mofly ground. Ma-
ny of the farmers, and many alfo of the fubtenants find
it expedient to bring yearly a few coals from the pm of - °
Montrofe, diftant 10 computed miles, which may be rec~
koned equal to 15 flatute miles, The boll there, welgh-

ing
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ing 70 flone Amfterdam, cofts about 8s. On account of
the high pnﬂnm~houfe duty at Montrofe, our people go
fomeumu to Arbrqath, which is at leaft 4 fatute miles
farther diffant, where the coals are fold from 18d. to 2s.
cheaper the bo],l It is furely partial, and therefore im-
politic, to make the duty on coals hxgher at Montrofe
than at Arbroath.

Roads and Bridges.~The roads within the parithes, though
greatly improved within thefe laft 20 years, are flill but
indifferent. The people are very fenfible of the advantage
of good roads; this indeed may be always expefted to be
the cale, where a fpirit of induftry and improvement pre-
vails. The ftatute-labour is exalted and allotted to roads
within the parifbes, and fometimes to that great road with-
out the parithes, which leads to Brechin. There are no
turnpike roads within the parithes. There are no lefs than
5 bridges within the parithes, 2 of them of about §c feet
fpan each. There does not feem any eccafion for more.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations—Within thefe laft 50 years,

a great alteration has taken place in the manners, drefs, and
way of living of the people in this place. About 50 or 60
years ago, there was neither a fpinning wheel nor a reel
within the parifhes. The rock and the fpindle were then
ufed, by which aw oman could fpin at an average only 31
hiers in the day. They ufed then alfo, what was called
the hand-reel, 2 machine equally flow for work. A woman
can with as much eafe at this day, {pin 12 hiers, as a woman
could have fpun 3% hiers then. A hier is 240 threads, or
rounds of the reel, each of them g1 inches long. About
50 years ago, neither buckles were ufed for fhoes, nor metal
battons for clothes, There were then very few carts with-
in
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in the parifhes. Loads were then carried on horfeback,
Prior to the 1745, there was not a tea-kettle within the
parithes, except the minifter’s; now there is not a farm.
houfe without one, and feveral of the fubtegants ufe
the fame piece of furniture, Formerly' there was little
beef or mutton ufed. 'Even a farmer’s family thought
themfelves fufficiently provided in fleth-meat with one
old ewe killed about Chriftmas. For fuch 2 family at pre-
fent 16 ftone of beef, and 2 good fheep are confidered
as a moderate provifion. About 20 years ago, neither
barn nor mill fanners for cleaning vitual were to be
feen ; at prefent each of the three mills has a fet of fan-
ners, and there are but very few farmers, whofe barns are
not furnithed with the fame ufeful machine. There has
alfo been within thefe 4 or § years, a barley-mill erec-
ted, much to the convenience of the neighbourhood. For-
merly the peoplc, efpecially fuch as were wealthy, lived
frequently in fear left their houfes fhould be broken, and
their property plundered at prefent they live fo fecure in
for.pe places, that, as is faid, they are feldom at the pa.ms tq
bolt the door under night.

N U M-
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NUMBER IL

PARISH OF DUNBARTON.

(CountY OF DUNBARTON.)

By the Rev. Mr JaMES OLIPHANT.

Name, Situation, Soil, .

. THE ancient name of the parith was Dun britton,a Gaelic
compound, fignifying ¢ the fortification of the Bri-
# tons;” whence it appears that the caftle has given name
to the parith. This cattle, fituated on a moft remarkable
bitopped infulated rocky hill, at the jun&ion of the Clyde
and Leven, is too well known to be particularly mentioned
here. The parifh lies in the county of Dunbartos, is the
feat ‘of a prefbytery, and belongs to the Synod of Glafgow
and Ayr. The form is nearly circular, extending in length
from 2 to 3 miles, and in breadth from 1 to 2. Great
part of the parith is flat, the remginder afcends gradual-
ly to the neighbouring hills, with a foythern expofure. The
parith is bounded by the frith of Clyde on the fouth, the
water of Leven and parifh of Cardrofs on the weft, the parith
of Bonhill on the north, and that of Weft Kilpatrick on
the eaft. ,

Soil, 8 c.—The foil is fertile, but rather thallow. The air
falubrious, excepting at times when a heavy fog rifes from
and hovers over the Clyde and Leven. Fevers prevail very
smuch. Many die of confumptions, and the natural fmall
pox is very mortal, The fpreading and mortality of thefe

) difeafes
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difeales are to be attributed to ill-ajred and crowded low
boufes, and to an aver aniety for canftant prayers over
the difeafed.

Rivers and fifb.—The Leven is navigable by.coafting vef-
fels above the town of Dunbartop ; fo far up the tides rife.
Salmon and treut are taken in large quantities. The former
frequently fells fo high as 1 s. 6 d. per 1b. tron, on the fpot,
feldom falls below 6'd, and never below 4d. Through the
whole fpring feafon, the Leven falmon is excellent, but the
Clyde is not filhed before- Whitfunday. Trout generslly
fellsat 4 d. per pound. Very large eels, and a large fpe-
cies of flounder, are oftep caught by the falmon-fithers.
A fpecies of fea animals, moft deftrudtive of the fal-
mon, are almoft every fummer feafon found in num-
bers, playing in the Clyde off the caftle ; they go up fome-
times two miles higher, but generally keep lower down.
Thefe are called buckers, pellocks, or porpoifes. The fal-
mon fithery employs 16 men.

Popalation.—According to the returns made from heace
to Dr Webfter about 1750, this parifh then contained 1429
fouls. In 1790, the number of examinable perfons above
fix years of age was found to amount to about 2000
(103 above 70 years of age, and two near 100,) of whom
31850 refided in the town of Dunbarton, and 153 in the
country part of the parith. In that year 86 were baptifed,
58 were buried, and 30 couples married. From the regi-
flers, it appears, that in 1644, 44 died; in 1654, 33, in
1664, 42: In 1690, 93 were baptifed, 5o died, and 12
couples were married. The increafe of population is to be
attributed to the eftablifhment of glafs-works in the town,
and of printfields in the neighbouthood. Almolt the whale

of
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of the intabitants ate of the efablithed church, there aot
beirg dbove half 2 dozett fecedérs in the parifh.

Manufalurés—~The minifler’s daughters manufalure
stuns thread to a great extent. Thereis in the town a con-
fiderable crown and bottle glafs manufaltory, which em-
ploys 130 hands, and pays L. 3,800 per ansum, of duties to
Govérnment. The extenfive printfields in the neighbour- '
ing parithes empluy about 86 inhabitants of the town of
Duabarton. ’

Town of Danbarton.—This town was ere®ed into a royal
burgh by King Alexander the IL. in 1221 it lies on the
caft bank of thé Leven, has a good harbour, where large
brigs lie fafe in all weathers. About 2000 tons of thipping
belong to this place, which employ 70 feamen. The town
is entitely free of all impofts or borongh tazes; but is by o
means in a flourifhing or increafing flate, owing to the let-
ters of deaconry preventing firangers from working at their
trades; without coftly entries. Several families have remo-
ved from Dunbarton to Renton, Bonhill, and ethér new
villages, to be nearer the printfields where they are em-
ployed. Thereare about 130 handy-craftfmen, freemen of
the burgh, befides the mafters of the tailor, hammerman,
thoemaker, weaver, and cooper trades.

Heritors, 88 ¢.~~There are in the parifh 52 heritors, about
40 of whom refide; 21 farmers, befides feveral fmall por-
tioners, 130 handicraftfmen, 78 apprentices and journey-
men, 2 ftudeats of divinity, 2 minifter, 7 attornies, and 3
furgeons.

Prodadions, 8c.—The productions of this parifh are
wheat, oats, barley, and a little flax; perhaps one third of

the
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the ground may be in fown grafs and pafture, abeut 00 -
acres in growing woods and planting, and there may be
200 acres of commonty belonging to the town, to which
the burgefles may fend their cows or horfes for about 7s.
a year. The parith does not fupply the tenth part of the
provifions confumed in it. Great quantities of corn, meal
and butter, are imported from Ireland, and of cheefe from
Agyrihire. Eggs are generally fold at 4 d. the dozen, butter
gd. the pound, beef 6 d. mutton 6d. hens 1s. each.

Wheat is fown in O&ober, November, December, or
even January, and reaped generally in Auguft. Oats are
fown from the end of March, to the middle of April, and
reaped the end of Auguft, September, fometimes not till the
beginning of O&ober. Barley is fown the end of May, or
beginning of June, and reaped in Auguft or September.

Rent—~Houfe rent is not low. The town’s fithing on
the Leven yields at prefent a rent of L. 55, and on the
Clyde, of L. 23 yearly The laft fet yielded L. 140 a
year, and thefe filhings were once let -fo high as L. 300
a-year. Small parcels of land are often transferred. A
piece of ground of four acres, lately fold here, brought a
price of L. 472; but that was a fingular cafe.

Fuyel—~The fuel generally ufed is coal, brought from
Glafgow or Knightswood, four miles below that town:
A cart of coals, containing 12 cwt. cofts 3s. 6d. ready
money at Glafgow, pays 1s. 13d. of freight and dues, for
deepening the Clyde, and 1}d. cartage from the quay, total
4s. 95 d. Peats are dear, 2 s. the fmall cart, and only ufed
for kindling the fire.

Stipend, 8c.—~The right of patronage to the church lies
in the magiftrates and town-council ; the ftipend is, 100
bolls
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bolls of meal, 20 bolls of barley, 6 ftone of falmon, and L. 24
in money, with L. 7 in lien of a glebe. There never was
a legal manfe here. Mr William Blair, who was minifter
here in 1620, bequeathed a houfe for the refidence of his

fuccefors in office in all time coming, on condition of the

town-council’s upholding the fame. This houfe was after-

wards exchanged for a better, and the laft for one ftill more

fo, above L. 150 having been given by the town for the_
excambions. The council alfo pay for communion-ele-

ments, and for the whole reparations of the minifter’s houfe,

and of the fchool. The church and church-yard walls are

kept in repair by the kirk-feflion.

Poor.—The number of poor receiving alms is about 40
the annual amount of contributions at the church-doors, for
their fupport, is L. 53 or L. 54 ; the hire of the mort-cloths
produces L. 7 or L. 8; about L. 6, 6s. are received by the
publication of banns, and about L. 9 from the rent of feats
in the church. Befides thefe, a large fum was bequeathed
in 1660, by Sir John Buchanan of that ilk, to the poor of
the parifh : Several loffes from the principal have been fuf-
tained, but there flill remains L. 851, the intereft of which
(excepting L. 10, paid to two public fchoolmafters,) is re-
ligioufly applied to the relief of the poor. Sir James Smol-
let of Bonhill in 1732, mortified 5¢ merks a-year, to be’
diftributed immediately after the facrament, to fuch of the
poor as were commaunicants. The whole annual diftribu-
tions amount to above L. 110.

Prices of Labour.—Common labourers receive 1s. a-
day; carpenters 1s. 8d.; mafons fometimes 2 s.; joiners
15. 6d.; tailors 8 d. and vi@uals ; linen-printers common-
ly earn 21s. a-week, not including extra work ; many of
the glafs-houfe men 3§ 5. a-week ; girls flowering muflin can

Vor. IV. D make



26 Statiftical dc&ormk, .

make 1s. a-day and upwards. Male-fervants wagu in ge-
neral are high ; female-fervants receive generally 30s. the
half year, and fome of them more. Common labourers
may bring up their familiesc emfortably, if they are induft-
rious and temperate.

Advantages and Difadvantages.—~It is very advantageous
to the heritors and their tenants, that being fo near a fea-
port town, they have higlr prices, in ready money, for e-
very thing they raife, and are employed with their horfes,
almoft as often as they chufe, or can be fpared from hof-
bandry. There are excellent roads through all the parith
made by the military, and no turnpikes, except one on
the way to Glafgow. School fees are very low, fo that almoft
every perfon has an opportunity of folowing any branch
of learning. Packets fail every day to Greenock and Port
Glafgow ; and a ftage-coach fets out three times a-week to
Glafgow. The chief difadvantage is the high price of
fuel. ’ :

M/Z'ellaneom Oéfervatxom —The people are very fond of
a fea-faring life; many enlift in the army, chiefly in the
artillery, and in the highland regiments. The advantages
of fociety are enjoyed; but here, as in many other pla-
ces, a murmuring {pirit often appears, and a difpofition
to cenfure public meafures. Many of the people are
expenfive, efpecially in the article of whitkky. There
are three fairs held in this parith, at which there ufed to be
expofed great quantities of linen-yarn ; numbers of fheep,
cows, horfes, and great herds of highland cattle are fill fold.
There is plenty of free ftone, both of a white and red co-
lour. The fhore is flat and fandy, not a ftone to be feen a-
long it, except fuch as have fallen from the caftle-hill. The
common feu-weed is often ufed for manure, by the farmers
neareit to the coaft.

N U M.
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NUMBER I

PARISH OF TULLYNESSLE.

(CouNTY OF ABERDEEN.,)

By the Rev. Mr ANDREW MARSHALL.

Narme, Situation, €5¢.

ULLYNESSLE, the ancient and modern name of

the parith, is evidently derived from the Gaelic, in
which language Tully fignifies ¢ a dwelling,” efsle “ upon
¢ a floping bank,” correfponding to the local fituation of
this place: Perhaps, however, it may have originally been
called Tullyweffet, that is, “ a dwelling on the burn of
s¢ Effet,” a fmall ftream in the parith. Tullynefsle lies in
the county and Synod of Aberdeen, and Prefbytery of
Alford; is about 4 miles in length, and 24 in breadth ; being
bounded by the parifhes of Keig, Alford, Forbes, Clatt,
and Leflie. Tbe appearance of the country is hilly, or

rather mountainous ; at leaft it is bounded by a pretty ex- -

tenfive chain of mountains. The foil in general is a loam,
very capable of improvement, and the arable land is com-
pofed of gentle {lopes upon the declivity of hills, with fome
interje®ed flats. The hills are in many places ftony, but
none of them rocky ; their foil is, for the moft part, dry
and barren, covered with heath. The air is pure and
healthy, confequently few epidemical diftempers appear.

Rivers.
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Rivers.—The parith is bounded on the fouth fide for a-
bove a mile by the river Don, which here is of confidera-
ble breadth, but fhallow, with a quick current. All the
neighbouring ftreams abound with fine trout, and a good
many falmon are caught in the Don, though, owing to the
ere@ion of cruives near its mouth, they are not fo plenty
as would otherwife have been the cafe. The parith is very
partially expofed to land floods.

Minerals.—There is abundance of very good moorftone,
which dreffes remarkably well for building; there are
quarries of blue moorftone or granite, fimilar to thofe about
Aberdeen ; likewife there is a white moorftone of a very
fine grain, which can be hewn for moft purpofes to which
freeftone is applied, but this kind is only found in-fingle
blocks, in a very broken irregulsr quarry. A grey mi-
caceous flag-flone of a good fize is alfo to be got in the
parifh.

Animals.—The common breed of black cattle in this
parith is a middling, or rather fmall fized, hardy kind, .
weighing from 18 to 30 flone Amfterdam ; they improve
very much when carried into richer pafture, and con-
fequently bring good prices from the drovers, who begin
to pick them up early in fpring, and continue buying
through the fummer. Mr Leith of Whitchaugh, who
farms a great portion of his own eftate, nearly one third of
the parifh, has, for feveral years paft, been at uncommon
pains to improve the breed of cattle, and has now fo far
attained his purpofe, that moft of the gentlemen and fub-
flantial farmers in the neighbourhood have thought it
worth while to poffefs themfelves of a few of his breed,
which are of a pretty large fize, very handfome, and re-

markably well horned. There may be in the parith 390
head
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tead of cattle, 695 fheep, and 85 borfes. Of wild animals,
there are plenty of hares, a few deer of the roe kind, and
too many foxes. The hills abound with groufe and plover,
the flat parts of the country with patridges, fnipes, wild
dncks, and almoft every kind of birds commonly found in
the north of Scotland ; but neither raven, rook, nor jack-
daw, have been allowed to breed in the parith for feveral

years paft.

Population—About 1750, agcording to the returns made
to Dr Webfter, the number of the inhabitants of this parith
was 369. They have fince increafed ; for in Jenuary 1791
the number was found to be 188 males, 208 females, 396

individuals, of whom there were
Under 10 years of age, - 13
From 10 to 20, - 103
From 20 to 50, . - 163
From 50 to 70, - 59
From 70 to 94 - 16

all of the eftablithed church. The annual average of births

“is 3, of deaths 3, and of marriages 2. The population
has, however, diminithed of late years, partly owing to fe-
veral of the inhabitants having been allured by manufac-
tures to remove to Aberdeen, partly by feveral of the
young men going fouthward in queft of bufinefs, and better
wages ; and partly to the union of farms in one diftri& of
the parith. There are but two heritors in the parifh, one
of whom refides.

Crops, Rent, 8¢c.—Oats are generally fown from the be-
ginning of March till the middle of April, then barley, till
the beginning or middle of May. The crops are in general
reaped from the end of Auguft, to the middle or end of Oc-
tober. The parith fupplies itfelf fully with provifions, and

generally
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generally fends to market a good deal of meal, as alfo cheefe,
butter, poultry, and eggs. The rent of 2-3ds of the pa-
rith occupied by tenants, may amount to L.254:10:4
in money, and 140 bolls of meal. The beft infield land lets
at an average for about 16s. 8d. the acre ; inferior about
10s. and outfield from 2 s. 6d. to § s. according to its qua-
fity ;.but, in general, the tenants pay in meal, in place of
money, for the outfield grounds. Land is fold at an ave-
rage at 2§ years purchafe; but no change of property has
taken place in this parith for many years, or is likely to
happen for many more. ’

Prices, Wages, &9c.~It may without exaggeration be af-
ferted, that the prices of provifions are double, if not triple,
of what they were about 30 yearsago. About that time,
an ox fold for 20s. which now cofts at leaft L. 5, or L.6;
theep, 3s. to 4s. for the beft wedders; now the common
price is from 6s.to 105. 6d.; 25. 6d. to 3s. for the beft
ewes and lambs ; now they fetch from § s. to 7 s. or more.
Hens then fold for 3 d. now 6d.; eggs 1d. the 14, now 2 d.
the dozen ; meal was fold in general for 6s. 8 d. the boll,
now it fells from 10s. to 125,

The ordinary wages given to labourers when hired by the
day are 6 d. ; tailors 5d. or 6 d; wrights 8d. ; mafons 1s. 2d.;
all exclufive of viftuals. The annual wages of men-fer-
vants employed by farmers, are in general above L. 5 ; of
women-fervants, from L.2, to L.2, 10s. Thirty years
"ago, the wages of the former run from L.1:6: 8, toL. 1,
13s. 4d. Harden cloth fold for 24d. the ell, (it now fells
for 8 d. or g d.,) and fhoes for 1 d. the inch in length.

Condition of Labourers.—Thofe labourers who continue
able to work, may and do bring up their families tolerably
well.
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well. All have a kail yard; almoft alt a fmal piece of
ground i tillage. The firaw of the crop maintains a cow
in winter, which grazes with the farmers cattle during the
famgpter, and many of them have alfo a few fheep kept
upon the farm, or by fome perfon in the neighbourhood,
for a mere trifle. A good deal of money is gained by knit-
ting ftockings, the general employment of the women:
Young children might alfo be employed to advantage in
that branch; bat as there are few inclofures, moft of them
are occupied in looking after every fmall parcel of theep or
cattle, during 3-4ths of the year. Hence a labourer’s fa-
mily, while in health, rarely needs affiftance. '

Implements of Hufbandry.—There are a great many
ploughs, owing to the number of {fmall farms, each of which
muft maintain a plough drawn by fmall fteers, or fometimes
by an intermixture of cows and horfes. The larger farms
are plowed by 8 or 10 fmall oxen; and the number of
ploughs in all are between 30 and 40. There are about
the fame number of carts, fuited to the fize of the horfes;
but it is not above 30 years fince carts began to be ufed in

the parith,

Stipend, Poor, &9c.~The value of the hiving, including
the glebe, is only about L. 54 a-year; part of it is com-
pofed of the vicarage-teind, which.is paid to the minifter
in kind. The church was rebuilt about 12 years ago, and
the manfe was built in 1724. The Earl of Fife is patron.
The number of poor receiving flated alins is 4, though
there are others who get occafional fupplies. The annual
amount of contributions for the fupport of the poor, is about
L. 4, 108, befides the intereft of L. 40.

Mifeellaneous
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Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—The general fize of the peo-
ple is from 5 feet 5 inches to 5 feet 10 inches, a few are
below, but many above thofe fizes. They are flender, ac-
tive and hardy, differing confiderably in make and figure
from the people on the fouth of the Grampians. They are
" induftrious, humane, wconomical, and enjoy the com-
forts of fociety in a reafonable degree, and in proportion
to their rank and circumftances. Their condition might,

however, be meliorated, if the proprietors would give longer

leafes ; oblige the tenants to adopt more modern and Ppro-
dudtive plans of farming ; furnith them at firft, with tarnip
and grafs feeds ; bind them to inclofe, and improve a certain
portion of ground annually, and allow them the expence of
the inclofures at the expiry of their leafes. The roads are
in better repair in this than in moft other parithes; the
ftatute labour has hitherto been exaQed in kind; and al-
though a commutation has been propofed, it has not, in ge-
neral, been agreed on as the maft proper mode for this
country.—The bear crop in 1483 was tolerably good, but
oats and potatoes almoft totally failed. The principal he-
xitor took a good deal of trouble in procuring viftual, as
elfo grain and potatoes for feed ; hence the parith was as well
fupplied as any in the neighbourhood. The fuel generally
made ufe of, is turf and heath from the hills, there being
very little peat to be got in the parith. Heath is particu-
larly ufed in kiln-drying, brewing, and baking. About 30
years ago, charred peat was fo univerfally ufed by the
black{miths, that few could work with any thing elfe. But
now they ufe coal only, over all the country.

N U M-
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NUMBER IV:
PARISH OF AUCHTERARDER.
(CounTty or PERTH.)

By the Rev. Mr ANDEEW Duncan:

Narie, Situation, Extent, Surface, Soil, $9c.

T HE ancient and modern name of the parifh is the
fame. It is derived from the principal village or
town in it, and fignifies the  fummit of the rifing ground ;”
which defcribes exa@ly the fituation of the village, which
is built on the ridge of an eminence in the middle of Stra-
thern, and commands on the N. and E. an'‘extenfive pro-
fpec of the adjacent country. The parifh has united with
it, that of Aberuthven, which lies upon the E. Aberutbven
fignifics the “ mouth of the Ruthven,” and it is in this parith
that the fmall river of Ruthven difcharges itfelf into the
Earn, The annexation of the two parithes feems to have
taken place fome confiderable time before the Revolu-
tion, and the diftin&ion of the two, is now fo much for-
gotten, that they never go by any other namé than that of
Auchterarder. Auchterarder is fituated in the county of
Perth, in the prefbytery of Auchterarder, and in the Sy-
nod of Perth and Stirling : It is of an irregular form; its
greateft extent from E. to W. is about § meafured miles,
and from N. to S. nearly the fame ; it is bounded on the
W. by the parifh of Blackford, on the N, by Trinity-Gafk,

Vou:. 1V, E og
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on the E. by Dunning, and on the S. by Glendovar and
Foffaway. The greateft part of the parifh is a flat and
level country, lying on the fouth of the river Earn: it al-
fo includes in it fome part of the Ochil hills, particularly
Craigroffie, one of the higheft of them. Thefe hills are
all green, and good theep-pafture. Almoft the whole of
the low part of the parith is arable, and a good, though
not a ftrong foil ; on the banks of the Earn it inclines to
a loam, but in general it is dry and light, requiring fuch a
ftimulus as lime or marl, and rewarding well whateve: ex-
pence is laid out in that way. It may be farther obferved,
that the northern declivity of the hills is arable a confide-
rable way upwards, and there is the ftrongeft reafon to be-
lieve that in former ages the hills have been plowed in
many places to the very fummit; the ridges are flill plain
and diftiné&t.

Air—~The air is dry and good in fummer, but rather
moift and damp in winter, as is the cafe in the greateft
part of Strathern, particularly in the neighbourhood of the
Ochils. In the winter months the fun has not influence
fufficient to diffipate the vapours which are attralted by
the hills, and the moft frequent winds blowing from them,
muft neceffarily occafion a moifture in the air. This, one
fhould think, would give rife to rheumatifms, and fimilar
diforders, as it does in fome inftances; yet it cannot be
faid that rheumatifm is a prevalent diftemper here ; and itis
remarkable that of late years fearcely an inftance of a per-
fon afflited with the ague has occurred ; the diforder
which has been moft prevalent and fatal for fome years
patt, is a fever of the nervous kind.

Rivers.—~The Earn, which bounds the parith on the N.
produces falmon, and the large white and yellow trout;
it
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1t beautifies the parith as well as the adjacent country, but
is fometimes prejudicial to the neighbouring tenants, by
overflowing its banks in the harveft. The Ruthven,
which takes its rife in the hills, zbout 3 miles beyond the
weft boundaries of the parifh, is a beantiful little river, and
particularly ufeful to this partth ; it runs with an uniform
and conftant fiream throug" the whole length of it from
the S. W. toe the N. E. and turns the 11 mills in the
parifh, to be afterwards defcribed ; it abounds with a {pe-
«cies of trout peculiar to itfelf, of a fmall fize, but remark-
able for flavour and delicacy.

Stone and Slate.—The parifh, and particularly the neigh-
bourhood of the village of Auchterarder, abounds with a
hard and durable flone, which, lying in thin and regular
firata, is very fit both for building houfes and dry-flone
fences ; the quarries in the neighbourhood of the towa
alfo afford grey flate in abundance, which makes a roof
greatly preferable to thatch, but heavier than the blue
{late.

Popalation—The antient flate of the population cannot
be afcertained with any degree of exalinefs; the number
of people feems to have been increafing by flow degrees
till the prefent time ; the return to Dr Webfter was 1194,
they amount at prefent to 1670 fouls, of which 80§ are
males, and 865 are females; 798 refide in the villages of
Auchterarder, Berland-park and Miltown, and 872 in the
country : The average aumber of births cannot be afcer-
tained with great exaéinefs, owing to fome diffenting pa-
rents negle&ting to get their childrens names inferted in
the parifh-regifter, or refufing to pay the clerk’s dues; but
making allowance for that omiffion, the annual average of
births, for the laft ten years, is 38 ; for the ten years from

1770



36 Statiftical Account

1770 to 1780 is 40; and for the ten years from 1760 tq
1770 is mo lefs than 48; a confiderable number of the
married women in the parith being now advanced in life,
accounts for this diminution in the annual number of births.
The annual average of burials for the laft ten years is 36
and -of marriages, 1. The number of fouls under ten
years of age is 341; from ten to twenty, 343; from twen-
ty to fifty, 681 ; from fifty to feyenty, 266; and from fe-
venty to a hundred, 40. The number of heritors and
feuars is §3; the four principal heritors do not refide ig
the parith. The number of farmers and occupiery of land
is 82 ; of weavers, 49 ; of mechanics, 78 ; of male-fervants,
109; of female-fervants, 120. Refides the E{ablifhed
Clergyman, there is one Relief- Minifter, whe refides in
the parith; one writer, and one furgeon. The number
of fouls in the E@ablithed Church is 1176, and of Seceders,
including thofe of the Relief perfuaﬁon, 491 ; there arg
only two Epifcopalians.

The population of the parith is not rpatenally different
from what it was §, 10, or 25 years ago; but is rather on
the increafe, owing principally to the acceffion of inhabj-
tants to the villages from other panﬂm The propor-
tion of the annual births to the whale population, is as 1 tq
38; of the annual marriages, nearly as 1 to x51; of the
annual deaths, nearly as 1 to 46; of bachelors to mar-
ried men, including widowers, as 1 to 5. Each marriage
produces at an average, nearly 4 children. There are no
uninhabited houfes ; of inhabited houfes there are 303, and
the number of perions, at an average, to each inhabited
houfe, is upwards of 5.

Produce, Pc.—The parith produces wheat, oats, basley,
peafe, hay, potatoes, and turnip, with the common k.ttchen

herbs and roots. The different kinds of fir, the pak, aih,
¢lm,
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¢lm, begch, alder, birch and elder grow in it; but there
are no extenfive plantatlons of any of thefe kinds. A few
hundred acres haye of late been planted with the common
Qr Befides the domeﬁ;c animals, the numbers of whxch
in the diftri& could not be’ afcertamed as the tenants ﬂxew-
¢d an averfion to difcover their ftock, there are plenty of
hares and patridges ; there are the hedge-hog, otter, pole-
. gat and fox. The fheep-farmers ufed formerly to keep
pp their flock by purchaﬁng ho;s every year ut Linton
market ; but they have now begun, and it is believed with
foccefs, to rear then' own lambs and of courfe they re-
guire a fmalleg fupply from the fouth country. Horfes
and black cattle are reared on almoft every farm of the
panﬁn In general, it may be obferved, that oats and bar-
ley ate the principal produ&loqs of the parith. Evcry
fermer fows a proportion of peafe and lint-feed, and plants
Eotatoes ; feveral of them fow turnip, and this crop is bé-
cpming eyery year more frequent, becaufe its value is
ketter known; all of them lay down a greater or lefs
guastity of ground in artificial grafs, which, after being
cut for two or three years, partly for immediate ufe, and
partly to be made into hay, is afterwards paftured for two
or three years more. Wheat is fown in fome farms in
the low part of the parifh, and might with equal advantage
be fown in others; but it is thought to be a crop rather
too fevere for the greateft part of the foil, and = good crop
of barley is confidered as not lefs profitable, becaufe it im-
povenlhes the ground lefs.

~ Itisto be doubted whether the parifh fupplies itfelf in
the article of flour; but there can be no doubt that it ex-
parts a confiderable quantity both of barley-grain and oat-
qxeal. and raifes a great deal more beef and mutton than it
confumes. The tenants generally begin to fow peafe and

Oats about the middle of March, if the weather prove fa-
vourable,
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vourable, and conclude the making of their barley fowing
about the 25th of May. Harveft commonly begins, in the
Jow part of the parifh, the firft or fecond week of Septem-
ber, and in the hills extends to the end of O&ober or be-
ginning of November.

There is only a fmall quantity of ground occupied by
woods and rivers, and none at all by forefts, lakes or mar- .
fhes. There are a few hundred acres in common on the
weflt end of the village of Auchterarder, called the moor
of Auchterarder, to which the cows of the inhabitants go .
to pafture. In its prefent ftate it is of no great value;
were it improved, and the fouthern part efpecially is very
capable of improvement, the value of it would be vaftly
increafed. There are alfo feveral hundred acres upon the
hill of Fofswell (part of the Ochils) in common among the
neighbouring feuars: Both commons may perhaps contain
12 or 14 hundred acres. Very little land lets above, or e-
ven at 20s. the acre, except in the immediate neighbour-
hood of the town. Marl has been found in different parts
of the parith but as the parcels hitherto difcovered have
been jn no great quantity, they are already exhaufted,

Adventages and Difadvantages—The parith has a pe-
culiar advantage in the fmall river of Ruthven, which runs
through it from one end to the other; and at all feafons of
the year, conveys fuch a quantity of water, as is fufficient
to turn the machinery of any ordinary mill, Befides four
corn-mills, there are already ere@ed on it, three lint mills,
two oil-mills, a paper and a fulling mill; and, with little
expence any kind of mill might be erefted on it, which
does not require a great weight of water. It is perhaps alfo
an advantage to the parifh, that the dire road runs through
it, which leads from Perth, Aberdeen, and the Eaft country,

to Stirling and Glafgow.
The
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The village of Auchterarder labours under the difad-
vantage of not having a conftant fupply of water. The
ftream which runs through it being brought a confiderable
way from the town, is dry in the fummer-feafon ; and the
greateft part of the inhabitants are then obliged to bring
their water from an inconvenient diftance. Pit-wells have
been funk in different parts of the town, but without fuc-
cefs. A propofal has been lately made for bringing in
pipes from the fountain-head ; but to this fcheme the con-
fent of the Honourable Proprietor of the eftate of Perth'is
requifite, as the {pring lies in his ground ; this, with his pe-
cuniary aid, has been folicited, and both it is hoped will be
granted: The advantage to the town in general, and to
his feuars in particular, would be unfpeakable. But without
the affiftance of others, the inhabitants are unable themfelves
to accomplifh fo expenfive a work, as to bring water, even
in wooden pipes, from the fountain-head to the bottom of
the town, which is a diftance of nearly 2 miles.

Price of Provifions and Labour.—~The price of beef and
mutton, about §o or 6o years ago, was 9d. or 10d. a
ftone ; of barley and oat-meal, 8s. 4d. Butter fold at
4d. a-pound, and cheefe at 2d.; hens at 3d. or 4d. a-piece.
At prefent beef fells at 3 d. a-pound; mutton at 4 d. du-
ring the fummer ; veal and pork, in their feafon, at 4d.
Butter commonly fells at 8 d. a-pound, and cheefe at 4. 3d.
a-ftone. Hens at 10d. or 1s. a-piece, and chickens at 33d.
or 4d. The wages of labourers in hufbandry and other
work, is 1s. a:day in fummer, and r0d. in winter; of
carpenters, 18. 2 d. ; of mafons, 1s. 6d.; and of tailors,
1s. There are no male-fervants in the parith, but fuch as
are employed in hufhandry, and their wages are from L.y
to L. 8§ the year. Female-fervants work as occafion re-
quires, either within or without doors, and they get about

L.a
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L.3, 10s. yearly Herd-boys get from 125, to 20s. du-
ring the time that cattle are fent out to pafture. Thd
annual wages of a common labourer, which will amount
to nearly L. 14, are, in general, if he be induftrious, and
his family healthy, fufficient to enable him to bting up &

family.

STATEMENT of the annual Litorhe and Expences of
a Day-labourer in the Parifp of Aucbterarder, who kbas d
Wife and Seven C'hldrm, the cldeﬂ of whom it & Girl of
13 Years of ageé, and the fecond a Boy who tended cattlé
laft Seafon. Along with bis Dwelling-boufe, b rents anl

Acre of Land.
INCOME.

The father of the family has 1s. a-day of
wages, for 8 months in the year, and 10d. the
remaining 4 months. Deduing 43 days, of
Sundays, holidays, and bad weather, from the
fummer-months, and 30 days on the fame ac-
count, from the winter-months, he gains, du-

_ring the whole year, N L.

The mother, with thé affiftance of her eldeft
girl, in the management of her family, earns

13 17 ¢

by fpinning 1s. 6 d. a-week, which is a-year, 3 18 o
The eldeft boy earned by tending cattle, 18 o
The acre of land produced laft year, 6 firlots of

oats at 13 8. 6d. the boll, - 1 o 3
—_— 4 bolls of barley, at 14s. the boll 116 ¢
~————— 6 bolls and 2 firlots potatoes, at 4%.

which is L. 1, 6 s.—He fold a calf at 7. 113 &

— ana——
Liag 2 3

EX.
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EXPENCES.

Rent of his houfe and land, L. 3; expences of
feed and management, L. 1, §, L4 5 o

Fuel, L. 1, 5s.; 8 bolls and 2 firlots of oat-
meal at 145.6d. a-boll, L.6 : 3 : 3, 7 8 3
4 bolls of barley-meal at gs. 4 d. the boll, 117 4
The father’s wear of clothes, - 010 O

2 fhirts, 7s.; 2 pair fthoes, 10s.; 2 pair

ftockings, 4s. 6 d.; wear of a bonnet
and handkerchief, 1s. annually, 1 2 6

‘The mother’s wear of clothes, 4s.; 1 thift,
28.64d.; 2 aprons, 2. 3d. - o 8 9

Wear of fhoes and ftockings, 4s.; hand-
kerchiefs, caps, &c. 3 s. - o 7 o

1 pair of thoes to each of 7 children, 14s. 2d.;
clothes to the 3 youngeft, gs. - I 3 2

Clothes to the 2 next in age, 8s.; ditto to ’

the 2 eMeft, 10s. - - o018 o

x thirt to each of the 3 youngeft, 2s.; 1 ditto
to the 2 next in age, 25.6d. - o 4 6

x ditto to the 2 eldeft, 3s. 4d.; 8 Ib. of foap,
4s. 8 d.; butcher-meat, 18s. - 1 6 o

4 pecks falt, 35 4d.; 3 Scots pint. of lamp-ml
3s. 6d.; candle, 3. 2d. o 9 o

Befides the milk, butter and cheefe, the cow
yielded, he bought laft year 2 ftone cheefe, o 8 o

Molaflés for ‘making a kind of ale, 435.64d.;
groats and barley, 7s. owux 6

Expences at in-lying, ficknefs, &c 1555 °
aeedles, pins and thread, 10d. o 1§ 10
Carried forward, L. 21 14 10

Vor 1V. F
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) Brought forward, L. 21 14 10
Whifky, fmall beer, and wheaten bregd at the

new year," - - o 3 4
The family confumes the potatoes which thie
land produces, - -
Grafs to the cow in fummey, 105.; firaw to |
ditto, in winter, - 6 s. - 016 o

L.24 o 3

1 6 o

The gencrality of labourers, along with their dwelling-
houfe, have as much land as enables them to keep a cow,
which encreafes their means of fubfiftence,

Poor, Church, Stipend, &c.—The number of the poor
i5 13. They receive a weekly allowance ; but befides thefe,
there are others who get occafional charity, as their circum.
flances may require. The annual amount of the collec.
tions at the church-door, of the intereft of mortified mo-
ney, and of proclamation-dues, is about L. 40 Sterling.
The church was built in 1784. The value of the ftipend,
iacluding the glebe, is abont L. go Sterling. The Earl of

Kinnoul is patron.

Villages.—There are 3 villages in the parifh ; the prin-
cipal of which is Auchterarder, and which was once,
perhaps, of greater note. That it was a royal burgh, and
{fent a member to Parliament, cannot be doubted. Its
name is to be feen in the old rolls of Parliament; and a
great number of the houfes hold burgage to this day. How
it came to lofe its privileges is not certainly known. Auch-
terar.er confilts of one fireet nearly a mile long, and has
ini a0 a iundred houfes : Many of them have been

Iately rebuilt, which adds much to the ‘improvement of
' the
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the town, and the accommodation of the inhabitants. Be-
fides four fairs every year, there has been a yearly tryft
held the beginning of ORober, fince the year 1781, at
which there has been always a great thew of black cattle.
The prefent number of inhabitants is 594, and the popula-
tion of the place is apparently on the increafe ; for theré
have been of late, feveral new houfes bmlt, and more are
building. Befides the Eftablifhed Church, there is a Relief
Meeting in the town. About 20 years ago, a confiderable
manufafure of yarn and narrow linen-cloth was carried
on in Auchterarder. It was fold bleached and unbleached,
and exported to Glafgow : But this trade is now in a great
meafure extm&. Sale linens are ftill manufa&ured in the
town and neighbourhood ; and linem, of a fabric peculiar
vo the place, and which goes by its name. At alittle
diftance from Auchterarder, i is a village called the Borland
Park, built by Government for the accommodation of the
foldiers who were difbanded after the war in 1963, and con-
tains 140 inhabitants, who are moftly weavers. Moft of
the foldiers who were planted in it, left it very foon after-
wards, though the terms of their fettlement were very ad-
vantageous, either from diflike to the place, or more pro-
bably to their new mode of life. On the fouth of Auch-
terarder, and along the fide of the Ruthven, is Miltown, a
fmall vﬂlage, contammg 64 inhabitants. Here there is a
diftillery, confifting of two 40 gallon ftills.

Antiguities.—In the nexghbourhood of Auchterarder, '
4nd on the N. of the town, are the remains of an old caftle,
fud tobe a hnntmg feat of King Malcolm Kenmore; ad-
joining to which is a fmall copfe wood, which common-
1y goes by the name of the King’s Wood. The tenant has
been unluckily allowed to grub up the wood, and to build
a farm-houfe with the flones of the caftle; and there are

Fa now
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now but inconfiderable vefiges remaining of thefe vene-
rable antiquities. A little to the northward of the caftle,
are the remains of a Popith place of worthip, commonly
known by the name of the Old Kirk, or St Mungo’s Cha-
pel. This was formerly the parith-church; and the
church-yard was the burying ground of the parith : Many,
of the inhabitants ftill retain burying places in it. There
are fome traces of encampments on the S. E. of the village
of Auchterarder, at the foot of the Ochils. Perhaps they
were out-pofts of the Roman camp at Ardoch; what-
ever they were, it feems probable the Romans were in this
neighbourhood ; for in digging the foundation of the church
lately built in this place, a coin was found, of the Emperoc
Titus Vefpafian, perfeftly diftinét. About 12 or 14 years
ago, there was found in a marl-pit, in the parifh, a pair of
large horns, fuppofed to be of the Elk, or Eurus, which
were {ent to Edinburgh, and are now in the cuftody of the
Antiquarian Society.

Msfeellaneous Obfervations.—The people are, in general,
much difpofed to induftry. Tkey are ceconomical, and yet,
in general, by no means difinclined to humane and chari-
table actions. Their condition would be benefited, could the
price of fuel be rendered cheaper. Perhaps there arenomeans
of doing this, but by making the communication eafier to
the coal which is the fuel they muit now chiefly truft to.
In confequence of the act of Parliament, lately obtained
for erefting tolls upon the roads within the county of Perth,
it is propofed to make a toll-road to Blairingone. If this pro-
pofal fhould be carried into execution, it will no doubt ren-
der the communication eafier ; and it is tq be hoped, alfo
make the neceffary article of coal cheaper. Coalis brought
from Blairingone and Dollar, about 12 miles diftance, and

is fold here at 1;d. a-ftone, Tron weight; at the coal-hill 12
fode
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ftone cofts 4d. Were the two-handed fpinning wheel mare
generally ufed, it would probably contribute in fome mea-
fure to better the circumftances of the lower clafs of people,
as well as to increafe the materials of the linen-manufac-
ture. There are but one or two fuch wheels in this pa-
rith ; and it is but little ufed in-many parts of the conntry.
It might alfo be for the interefis of the lower clafs of peo-
ple, and efpecially the women, were they more employed'
than they are, in manufalures for which they are qualified.
The great demand for men for all kinds of work, has raif-
ed their wages to.an exorbitant height; while in this part
of the country, at leaft, the wages of female-fervants are
barely fufficient to fupport them, when in health : They
cannot afford to fet apart any provifion for ficknels or old
age, without the utmoft parfimony.

The roads in the parith and neighbourhood, are but in
an indifferent flate. They are kept in repair by means of -
the flatute-fervices, which of late have been commuted for
money at the rate of 8s. the plough-gate. But though the
roads, fince that time, are better than formerly, they are
far from being good ; and this fund will probably be infuf-
ficient to make them fo. The fize of farms in the parith are
fmall, and their number has of late neither increafed nor-de-
creafed. A confiderable part of the parith is inclofed, and
the people feem to be fufficiently convinced ¢f the advan-
tages of inclofures. 'Property in land’ dees ‘not: change
often. \Two fmall efates were fold lately it upwards of
30 years purchafe. ' X

In the years 1782 and 1'}&3, the price of meal was not
fo high as in many other diftrifts ; and-meal was always to
behad. The bounty of Government was of fervice, though
it was late in arriving ; and the kirk-feflion, by laying out
a part_of their funds in purchafing meal, furnithed the

‘ pooreft



46 Statiftical Account; &'c.

pooredt clafs of people with it at a lower rate than the mar:
ket.price.

The alteration in the drefs and manner of living of the
inhabitants, within thefe 30 or 40 years, is not a little re-
markable. Every body is now decently and comfortably
clothed, which perhaps was not the cafe then ; and there
is now four times the quantity of butcher-meat ufed. A-
bout 2§ or 35 years ago, there was but two fixpenny wheat-
en loaves brought from Perth, to two private families, in
the week : There is now a baker in the village, who fells
bread to the amount of L. 200 a-year, and about L. 8o
worth is brought every year from Perth: It muft, how-
ever, be obferved that the parithes of Blackford and Tri-
nity-Galk are in part fupplied from Auchterarder. A
houfe in the village of Auchterarder, confifting ‘of 4 apart-
ments, with 2 garden, lets for about L. 4; and feparate
rooms, with a fmall garden, let from 20s. to 25s. There
are about 100 ploughsin the parith ; many of them are four-
horfe ploughs, and the reft two-horfe ploughs. Sometimes,
but rarely, 3 oxen are ufed, inftead of 2 horfes, next the
plough. In the low part of the parifh the tenants are im-
proving the breed of their horfes, and among them the two-
horfe plough generally prevails. There are about 250 fin-
gle horfe carts, and not one double horfe cart. An opinionr
prevails, which is prdbably true, that the horfes are more
equally wrought, in thefe rough and unequal roads, by
each having his own cart.

N U M.
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NUMBER V.
PARISH OF ABERLEMNO,

(County OF FoRFPAR.)

By the Rev. Mr ANDREW MjrcREL.

Name, Situation, &Jc.

BERLEMNO is faid to derive its etymology

from aber in the Gaelic language, fignifying the

« mouth of” or “ above,” and from the fmall river
of Lemno, which takes its rife in this parifh, and falls
into the river South-Efk, about a mile N. from the church.
The names of moft places are faid to be derived from the
Gaelic language. This parith is fituated 12 or 13 miles from
the fea-coaft, in the county and prefbytery of Forfar, and
Synod of Angus and Mearns. Its form fomewhat re-
fembles an oblique triangle. The extent of it from E. to
W. is about 6 miles; and from N. to S.about 5. Itis
bounded on the N. by the parifhes of Carrarton and Tan-
nadice; on the N. W. by the parith of Oathlaw ; on the
‘W. and S. by the parith of Refcobie; on the S. E. by Gu-
thrie, and on the E. by Brechin. The foil, in general, is
fertile, .he low grounds deep, the high grounds fhallow and
rocky. The appearance of the country, in this parifh, is
var:ous ; in fome places flat, in others hilly ; the hlls are
covered with heath. A large tra& of ground upon the
banks
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banks of the river South-Efk, is fometimes fubje&t t§ in-
andations ; the moft remarkable of which happened in har-
veft 1774. .

Population—The population of this parith is fuppofed

mot to be materially different from what it was former-
ly. The return to Dr Webfter was 943. The prefent
amount of the population is 1033. :
Males, - - 514  Betweenzoand 50, - 431
Females, - - §19 ———g0and %o, - 123
Aged below 10, - 245 40 and 100, - I}
Between 10 and 20, 217

‘The annual average of births, - - - 28
deaths, - - - 20
marriages, - - - 12
Average of children from each marriage, from - s5to 7y
Heritors, (four refide in the. parith.) - - 10

Great farmers, about - - - 30
Inhabited houfes, about - - - 170
Poor receiving alms, . - 16
Expence of their yearly fupply, at an average, - L.2;
Epifcopalian families, - - )
Weavers employed in the manufa&ure of brown linen
or Ofnaburg, - - - 74
Smiths, - - 5 Merchants, - 4
- Garpenters, - 7 Gardeners, - 3

Tailors, - - 11 Flax-dreflers, - 4
Shoemakers, - 10  Male labouring fervants, 4%
Millers, - - - () Female ditto, - 33
Mafons, - - 2 ’

Church, Stipend and School—The church was repaired
in 1774, and the manfe built in 1782. The fipend, in-
cluding the glebe, is between L, 86 and L. 96 Sterling.
. Thc
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The fchoolmafter’s falary is 200 merks; the number of
_ fcholars generally about g4o. Englith and writing are
taught for 1s. 6d. the quarter; arithmetic and Latin, for
35.6d. The emoluments of feflion-clerkfhip may be a-
bout L. 4 or L. 5 Sterling, yearly.

Price of Labour and Provifions—The wages of a day-
labourer in hufbandryare 1s. without vicuals, and 8d. with
them. A male labouring fervant’s wages are from L. § to
L.8 a-year; a female’s, L. 3; a good labouring married
fervant receives as wages about L. 6 Sterling in money, a
houfe and yard, the value of which is between 20s. and
30s.; he gets a cow maintained through the year, and his
fuel brought home: All which generally enable him to
bring up 2 family. A carpenter’s wages are 10d. or 1s.
and his vi€tuals; a mafon’s 1s. 4d. or 1s. 6d. -without
viQuals ;* 2 tailor’s 8d. with viGuals.—The price of pro-
vifions is doubled fince 1745 : Butcher-meat is 4d. the Ib.;
ducks and hens, 8d. each ; butter 8d. the Ib.; cheefe 6s.
or 4s. the ftone.

Farms, €9c.—~The farms, in general, are from 5o to 250
or 300 acres; few are more extenfive, and fome are
fmaller. Their number is not diminithing. By a late re-
gulation, the half of each farm fhould be in grafs. Oats
and peafe are fown in March and April ; barley in April
and the beginning of May; and wheat generally in Sep-
tember and O&ober. The greateft part of the land is
inclofed ; the people being convinced of the advantage of
inclofing. The loch of Balgavies has, for many ytars, fur-
nithed much marl for manure. The rent of the beft ara-
ble land may be about L. 1 the acre; but what the farmers
chiefly ftudy is the bringing up of black cattle. The land-

Vor. 1V, G Fent
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rent of the parith is fully L. 2000 Sterling. The number
of ploughs is 48, each of which is generally drawn by
four horfes ; the number of horfes 161; of carts go.
There has been little fale of land from time immemo-
rial.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations—The air, in moft places is
healthy. There is plenty of meorftone, free-flone and
flates ; many of which laft, are fent to London and o-
ghér places.  Ceal, peat, turf, broom and furze, are ufed
for fuel. Coal from Fife cofts 6d. the boll, 7. e. 7 ftone
weight. Peat is got from 2 neighbouring parith, at about
2s. the cart-load. There are 2 chaifes in the parith.
Two obelitkks remain, one in the church-yard, another.
on the highway from Brechin to Forfar, about 8 or ¢
feet high; they were ereted in memory of the total de-
feat of the Danes, and have fome rude hletoglyphlcal
fculptures *. A few tumuli have been opened in this
heighbourhood, in one or two of which was found a
rude kind of ftone coffin, containing a fmall quantity of
black earth, with fome bones almoft entirely confumed.
In 1777, there was a cut made the whole breadth of this
parifh, from the church fonthwa.rd and 3 bndge butlt
by private fubfcription, to ‘conne@ the road from Fotfar
to Brechin with that to Arbroath. The ftatute- ]gbour
has been, for the moft part, commuted. The principal
manufatture is linen. Few inlift in the army. The. peo-
ple are induftrious, ceconomical, and, in general, humane
in theis difpofition. There is a great alteration for the
better, in the manners, drefs and ftyle of Jiving within thefe
4o years. The parith always fupplies itfelf with provifions

and

# See Pennant’s Tour ; Gordon’s Itinerary ; Buchanan's Hift. lib. 6,
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and fometimes exports large quantities of grain. There
are two inns on the great road between Brechin and For-
far, for the entertainment of travellers. Few fervices aré
performed by tenants or fubtenants, excepting the carriage '
of the landlord’s coals.

NUMBER
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PARISH OF DRUMBLADE.
(CounTY OF ABERDEEN.)

By the Rev. Mr GEORGE ABEL.

* Name, Sstuation, 85c.

T HE ancient name of this parith was Drumblait, the
modern i8 Drwmblade, which fignifies in Gaelic,
¢ hills' covered with corn,” of which there are feveral in
the parith. Drumblade lies in the county and Synod of A-
berdeen and the Prefbytery of Turriff. Its form fomewhat
refembles the body of a fiddle ; the length from N. to S. is
from § to 6, the breadth from E. to W. from 4 to §, and the
circumference about 18 miles. It is bounded by the pa- .
rithes of Forgue, Inch, Gartly and Huntly; by the two
laft of which, it is interfected in fome places. The furface
is compofed of {mall hills and vallies, fome of the former
are covered with fir, but moft are arable. The vallies pro-
duce excellent crops where properly cultivated. The foil
of the laft is a deep loam, and that of the higher ground is
thin, but fertile; the air tolerably falubrious, and the peo-
ple generally healthy.

Animals.—The quadrupeds are horfes, black cattle, theep,
hogs, foxes, hares, polecats and badgers. Birds are groufe,
partridges, plovers, a few wood-cocks, &c. The cattle
are not of an uncommon fize, though they are very hardy

and ferviceable. Some cows bred here have fold at L.8,
and
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and oxeén at L. 165 but the common prices are greatly be-
low thefe fums, ordinary cows felling from L.4 to L. 5,
and oxen from L. 6 to L. 10.

Minerals.~—There is plenty of coarfe lime-ftone, of free-
ftone, (calléd here paify-whin,) of moorftone, and indica-
‘tions of flate; there being inexhauftible quarries of that
article in ‘the neighbourhood. Some few chalybeate fprings
are to be met with, but weak and little ufed.

Population.— According to the returns made from hence
to ‘Dr Weblter, the number of inhabitants in this parifh
about 1750, was 1125; this has fince diminifhed, as in
1790 there were only 886 individuals, of whom 427 were
‘malés, and 459 were females. Of the total number, 812
belonged to the Eftablithed Church; 40 were Seceders;
30 of the Epifcopal perfuafion, and 4 Papifts. The annual
average of births is 233; of deaths 20y%; and of mar-
riages 4¢. The population in 1782, was 876; in 1983,
892; in 1784, 887; in 1786, 914; in 1%8%, go3; in 1788,
874. The éaufes of thefe alterations are young men, fuch
as mafons, fhoemakers, wrights, {laters, &c. going abroad
to improve - themfelves in their refpetive crafts; and to
the enlifting of fome in the army, particularly in the artil-.
lery. There are 200 inhabited houfes; the property of
which is divided among four heritors, only one of whom
refides.

Produtions, $8c.~The parith ‘produces all the ordinary
kinds of vegetables in the fields and gardens; fupplies itfelf
with provifions, and exports meal, bear, and oats. Sowing
and reaping depend much upon the feafons. Peafe and
oats are fown (if the ground be dry and fit for the feed)
from the 1ft of March to the middle of April; barley and

common
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common bear from the laft period till Whitfunday. Bat-
ley, bear, and Peebles, or early oats, are reaped from the
end of Auguft to the middle of September, common oats
to the end of O&ober ; and fometimes in very late feafonss
and backward weather, the harveft continues till the be-
ginning, nay middle of December, as in 1783. There
may be about 400 acres in plantationss Each farm
has a proportion of pafture-ground fet; apart for the
cattle and theep; and it muft be acknowledged there is
too much wafte ground. There are fome inclofures in the
parith; but the greateft part of it is uninclofed, as the
people, though fenfible of the benefits of inclofinrg, cannot
afford the outlay of money neceflary for that purpofe.

Rent,Wages, t5¢c.—Beft arable or meadow ground lets int
general at 14 s, or 15s. the acre ; inferior, from §s. to 10s.
The rent of the whole parith is above L.1622. Landed
property is.not often changing. The daily wages of a
labourer in hufbandry are 9d.; in harveft from 1s. to
1s.3d.; of acarpenter 15.; of a mafon 1s. 3d.; of a
flater 15. 2d.; of atailor tcd. When men and women
are employed for the whole year in hufbandry, the wages
of the former are from L. 4 to L. 6, and of the latter, from
L.2 to L. 2, x0s. exclufive of viuals and lodging, with
which they are alfo fupplied by their mafters. None have
been obliged to leave the parilh for want of employment.
The fuel commonly ufed is peat, turf, heath, broom, whins,
(all found in the parith), and Englifh coal, landed at Banff
or Portfoy. There is a very fine clay, of a yellowith
brown colour, (called here clay-marl), to be got in great
quantities, in which very litde fand appears. It is only
ufed as a compoft for manure, or is laid upon grafs-ground
with little propriety or judgment,

Church,
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Church, Stipend, Poor, 85c.—The church was rebuilt in
1973. The former church had been built in the year 1110,
as appears from raifed figures upon one of the keep-ftones
of the eaft énd; and the appearance of the work feemed
to confirm its antiquity. The vilue of the living, includ-
ing the glebe, is L. 67 : 15: 8. The Eatl of Kiatore is
patron. The number of poor receiving fupport from the
funds, on an average of § years, is 12. The laft year’s a-
mount of the contributions, and the produce of alms, lega-
cies, and all the other funds deftined to their ufe, was
L.3g:10:5

Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—The general fize of the peo-
ple is from 5 feet 5 inches, to 5 feet 10 inches. They are
not remarkably indolent; but with regard to induftry, there
is room for improvement. They are ceconomical, live fo-
berly, and rather poorly, but feem tolerably contented with
their condition; are humane, and difcover their humani-
ty on every occafion. The having a little more the com-
mand of money at firft fetting out in the world,
might greatly meliorate their condition. The roads in
this parifh are not in good repair, on account of the clay
foil, the want of gravel, the great length of highway, and
the fmall number of people to look after it. The flatute-
labour is, however, exatted, and bu: in very few inftances
commuted. There are no turnpikes; the general  opinion
feeming to be againft them.

. Antiguities—There are three tumuli in this parifh ; the
largeft, Meet-hillock, is near Slioch, where King Robert
Bruce encamped, when he came N. in purfuit of fome of
the adherents of Cummine Earl of Badenoch, after defeat-
ing that nobleman at Inverurie. A fmall hill above that
gumulus is called to this day Robin’s Height, and had on the
. top
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top large flones, with infcriptions on them, now all broken
down and carried away ; at leaft none are at prefent to be
feen above the ground. Tradition reporis, that thefe three
tumuli were raifed by Bruce’s army, as pofts of communi-

cation for his foldiers; and the orders were given by the

King at Meet-hillock. None of them have been opened. -

Famine in 1783.—The crop in 1782 almoft totally fail-
ed; of courfe the year 1783 would have proved calami-
tous in the higheft degree, had there not been a very large

fupply of peafe procured from Norfolk, which was fold out

twice a-week, at prime coft, in the fmalleft quantities called
for. There was alfo barley brought from Aberdeen, and re-
tailed in meal by private adventurers. During this period
none died of want; the people were more healthy than ufual}
and the women in general exerted themfelves fo much in
fpinning, and fitting up at their work every other night, ag
to produce double the ufual quantity of linen yarn, thus con-
tributing more to the fupport of their families than th?
men.

NUM.
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NUMBER VI
PARISH OF SKENE.

(CouNTY OF ABERDEEN.)

By the Rev. Mr James Hoce. ¥

Narme, Situation, Soil, &c.

CCORDING to tradition one of the progenitors of the

| prefent laird of jSkene is faid to have killed a boar

that endangered the King’s life, Malcolm Kenmore, with a
knife or dagger, called in Gaclic, a Skian, and received
as reward the greater part of the lands in the pa-
rith. Hence the name of the family of Skene, and that of
the parith. The parifh is fituated in the connty of Aber-
deen, and hHes from 6 to 12 meafured miles N. W. from
the town. It is in the Synod and Prefbytery of Aber-
deen. Its extent in circumference is nearly from 20
to 24 meafored miles.. The form is nearly oval;
the length is 6, and the breadth from 3 to 4 meafur-
ed miles. Itis bounded on the E. by the parithes of New-
hills and Peterculter; on the 5. by Peterculter; on the
W. by Echt and Cluny; on the N. W. by Kemnay; and
on the N. by Kintore and Kinellar. The appearance of the
country is hilly and rocky. The nature of the foil is va-°
rious; the predominant quality is that of gravel. Some
fpots are fertile enough, others very barren. The air is
fufficiently dry and healthy. The moft prevalent dif-
tempers are fevers. The parith abounds with mineral
dprings. Thefe might be rendered ferviceable in fcorbutic
¥or. IV, H -and
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and fcrophulous difeafes; but they are rarely applied to

for rekief. The tendency which the lands have in general
to minerals, operates to their difadvantage; being inimical to
vegetation, and quickly confuming manure of every kind.
There is a lake of confideraple extent, the lIake of Skene,
about a meafured mile in length, and fomething more
than 3-4ths in breadth. It is vifited, efpecially in winter,
by duck, geefe, and occafionally by {fwans; pike and eel
in great abundance, and of confiderable ﬁze are found in it.
The pike is good, I believe, at all feafons, it can be caught.

The eel is in greateft perfeétion towards the end of Sep-
tember, and beginning of Oftober, when it quits its fum-
mer-quarters, and proceeds down the byra which flows
from the loch. A cangl from the lake to Aberdeen, fit
for navigating boats of an ordipary fize, has been projefed.
The {cheme is certainly pralticable, and wauld, if carried
juto execution, be of confiderabls advantage to this parifh,
and the cauntry aroupd it. A cut of about 16 meafured
miles in length, througha country fuﬁ'lciently flat for the pur-
the aid of almoﬁ a ﬁngle logk Buj the country muﬁ be far-
ther advanged in cultivation, beforg fuch a fcheme, I fuf-
pe&, can or will be attempted. The hills are in general
green and rocky. Moorftone apd granite ar¢ to be found
in abundance, and are ufed in bwld;ng

Population.~The populsuon dogs npt appgar to be ma;
terially different from what jt was 1o or 20 years ago.
That it is og the increafe, manifellly appears from the re-
gifters of marriages and baptifms, which have been accurate-
ly enough kept. The population, accarding to Dr Web-
fler, was 1251, About the 1777, it was 1306, In 1787,
it was 1256. The amount at. prefent, is 1233, of which
572 are males, and 661 females. There are na towas nor

villages
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- villages i the parib.  The:annual average of births from
1740.20.1750; was 39; from 2760 to 1770, 30; from
1786 to 179, 19. The annual average of deaths from
1760.t0.3770, 30 ; from 1480 to 1790, 25. © The anpual
average of marrigges from 1760 to 1770,.15 ; from 1780
to t790, 9. The rule for afcertaining the population of
any pdfith or diftei&, (vi. by multiplying the number of
hirths by 26, and the numbér of deaths by 36), does:not
appear to be at all accurate 3 nor has it nearly anfwered in.
any inflance that I' have heard of, where ithas been tried.
The number of fouls under 10 years of age, amounts to,
2353 fmm ¥o to 20y i3.2394 3 from 20 to §o, is 460; from
50 t0 70, i8' 158 ; above 70, and below 100, is 106, T,hete
. were formerly 1 farms, or rather ploughs, in the parith.
‘The ptmbir s now dimiified. A farmer's-family, at an
aversge, mdy confift of from 6 to g perfons. There are 2
or. 3 merchants, and 14.0r 15 tradefmen. . A very eonﬁ-
dexuble proportion:of the prefeat inhabitants of the panfh
are pettveds of othet parifhes, The whole panlh 1s of the
Rftablidhed Gharcb, exeépt 1. Seceder, and g Roman Catho-,
liesw "The proportjon of the @nnual births to the whole popu-,
ldsion is rteaely.as:1.to 65 ; of the apnual maariages ta the
whel¢’ pbpulation asf 1- th x373 of the annual deaths to the
whole pdpulation nearly as 1 to qp: At an- avirage,
; esd:nmtmgr may ‘be , faid - te. produce from 4 to 6 chxld-.
remg; - 't .

-

Prad‘u&zom dgrzmlmre, Eo’c.—-On the lands belongm gto’
Skeng only have tyees been hxtherto raxfcd N ) plantancns
haye till pf late been made, a and gven, that to no great extent,
Dot .lmprovements mdeedof any kind, owmg to invincible

@oqs. Conﬁdef'mg the great ‘quantity of wafte land

in t,hc parith, fit only for bearing trees, the neglect of culti-

vating them is much to be regretted. Trees of all kinds
Ha tend
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tend greatly to beautify a country, and prove ultimately
highly ufeful and profitable. - Afh, plane, pine, .common
fir, willow, larix, are the kinds of trees which are princi+
pally produced. The larix is only of late introduced ; and
it feems to thrive better, and advance fafter than any other
tree. It is attended with this fingular advantage too, that
it thrives almoft in any foil, and in any fituation. Hoxfes,
black cattle, and fheep, are the animals which the parith.
produces. Fhe number of cattle amounts to 1185; of {heep
to 1205 ; of horfes, to 199. The number of acres may poffibly
be, at an average, above 8000: Of thefe,about 2300 are cal-
ledinfield; about 3056 outfield; about 1640 pafture-ground;
§34 mofs; and about §20 moor-ground. The greater part
of the arable ground is employed in raifing oats and bear.
A middling farm will fow about 36 or 40 bolls of ocats,
and from 4 to 6 bolls of bear. Wheat, rye, hemp, flax,
are not cultivated in this corner. About 64 acres only:
aré employed m raifing turnip and potatoes. The artifi--
cial graffes occupy about 490 acres. The parith for the
moft part fupplies itfelf with articles of provifion, and.
rarely imports or exports. Oats in general are fowa!
towatds the middle and end of April, aad reaped:
in O&ober. Bear is fown about the. beginning of May, -
and reaped in general in September. Turnip are fown te- -
wrds the end of June.. About ¥35 or 140 acres.are.em-
ployed in raifing foreft-trees. The valued rent of the pa- .
rith is L.2500: 16 :8 Scots. — The neighbourhood of
Aberden is advantageous to the parifk, where it finds a
ready market for every article of produce ; and has but &
moderate diftance to carry lime, &c. in return, for manu- -
ring its fields. Among its difadvantages, are to be num-
bered its difficulty of improvement, '(being in general full
of
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&f both rocks snd flones, and a confiderable part of it wet
and fpongy), the {mall progrefs which agriculture hath hi~
therto made, and I may add the quantity of mofs in the pa-
rith. The laft affertion may appear paradoxical. It is ne-
verthelefs true : For till the lands belonging to the town of
Aberdeen were feued, the greaternumber of the fubtenaats,
and many even of the tenants upon thefe lands, employed
a great part of their time in digging and driving peat to-
Aberdeen, to the almotl total negleét of the cultivation of
their fields, withont deriving in retum any propomonahle

compenﬁuon. .

St:peu& Church, Poor, c. —The ﬁxpend, includ--
ing the glebe, is from L. %0 to L. 86" Sterling. -Mr Skene
of Skene is patron. When the church was built nobody
knows. ' It is very old, and has not been repaired for a
long time paft: ' Thé manfe was built in the yeat 177g.
There are 4 heritors in the parifh, two of whom only te-.
fide, and one of thefe but occafionally. The nutber of
poor receiving ‘alms is at prefent 24. The annual amount"
of the contributions for their relief is about L.1x, 108:-
Sterling. The produce of legacies is L. 6, 10 s. Sterling. ‘-

' Wages, Fuel, $9c.—~The wages of a day-labourer, in. huf- )

- bandry and other work, are from 8d. to 1s.; 8 ear-
penter’s from 1s. to 1s. ad.; 8 mafon’s about 1. 6d. 5
a taylor’s about 8d. or gd.; a fmith’s about 1s. id.or1s.
ad. The only fuel nfed in the parifh is peat: The mof-
fes ‘in- this country, in general, are full of the roots of
trees ; an evident proof, that it has been formetly much
more covered with wood than it is at prefent. The.
trees commonly found in our moffes are oak, aller, elm, ha-
zel
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26} aid common fir; the oak predomiirstes.: The ofuab
wages of male-forvants are ffom L. 4 te' L. G d-yeor, dnd
of female.fervants fronk L. 1 to L. 3 Seerieg. - The kiad:
of plough, generally made w6 of, is the common Scotch:
ploughs - Thete sve 140 carts; only 1 dhaife.. '
Lweiguitios.~~Befides 2. Drtiidical tomiples; pretty én-
tive; add a ntimber of barrows or tamuli; there e,
oft & moor covered with barrows; about an Englifk.
mils S. of the elnunch, svident trdoss of arf Ehcampment ;:
near which is a very large colle@tion of flones or 4. cstirn..
About 3-4ths of a mile N. E. of the church, on the top of
a hill, are the: remains_of @ wall, which ‘appear to have
been fouurly reforted to as a place of ﬁrcngth o

Mzﬂ‘cﬂamom Obfervatzom —The fpmt for mduﬂry feems
at laft to be roufing. Improvements 'eﬁ every kind are
progreffive in their nature, and require:time-and encourage-
ment tg. bring them-to any degree of perfection. - They-
are on their progrefs northward; and he who fhall ac-,
celerate it, well deferves to be accounted by his country &
pubhc benefa@or, The ftate of the roads is.only tolcrable,n
there are no turnpikes, and the opinion ‘of the country

‘feems, in general, to be againft them. Several bridges,
that were” very much wanted, have been wre&ed. In-
clofitig’ of tmdl is guidg on faft ; the rent of infield fand,; in”
georetdl, may, 4t an-average, be rgs. or 16's. the acre;’
oiitfield about 2s. €& paftute '64. The rent of 4 mid--
diing farm may be, at an aveage, from L. 75 to L. 3o
Sterlitig.  The mumber of farnis'in the parifkt ¥ dhnitifhi-"
itg. THe improventents carrying o by one heitbr, - and"
the femng, of late, of the lands belonging to the town of'

Aberdcen, *
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Aberdeen, may be affigned as the caufe; by which 1aft, 32
ploughs have been redpced to 14 ; bt the rents have con.
fiderably encreafed, and a {pirit of improvement has been
excited. The fityation of the parifh in 1782 apd 1983
was, as I have been informed, very wretched; and had
not the peace, at that critical period, taken place, a fa-
mine, it is believed, muft, in this ecountry in general, have
inevitably enfued. The peafe, which had been bought up
for the ufe of the fleet, were imported in great quantities
into Scotland; and this fupply, along with the landable ex-
ertions of communities and individuals, proved, under Pro-
vidence, the means of faving the eountry.

NUM-
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NUMBER VI
PARISH OF ABERLOU?R.
(CouNTY. OF B.ANFF.)“

By the Rev. Mr JauEs Taomsox.

Lol o

Name, Sizuation, Extent, Surface and Sosl.

THE ancient pame of this parith was Skirduffan, fo
called from its tytelary faint, Duftan. Its modern
name is Aberlour, derived from its local fituation ; being
fituated at the mouth of a noify burn, where it difcharges
itfelf into the Spey. Jt lies in the weftern part of the
county of Banff, about 20 computed miles W. of the coun-
ty-town, 10 S, of Elgin, and z2 S. E. of Forres. It
gives name to the prefbytery to which it belongs, being
the prefbytery-feat; and pertains to the Synod of Murray.
The figure of the parith refembles a wedge, being broad- |
er at the weft end, and growing gradually parrower -

towards the E. Its length from E. to W. is abowt 6
Scotch miles; its breadth from S. to N. at the weft end,
about 5 Scotch miles; about the middle, between 2 and 3,
but at the eaft end it will not exceed an Englith mile.
It is bounded on the S. and S. E. by the parith of Mort-
lack, from which it is feparated by a fmall rivulet and 2
range of hills called the Convals ; it is bounded on the E,
by the parith of Boharm, from which it is divided by i;

{m
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fmall river called Fiddich; on the N: by the parifh of
Rothes, from which it is feparated by the river Spey;
on the N W. by the parith of Knockandow, from which
it is alfo feparated by the river Spey; and on the W.
and S W. by the parith of Inveraven, from which it is
divided by a hill called the Drum of Carron, the {mall
water of Tarvey, and the hill of Allachoynachan, upon
which the battle between the Earls of Argyle and Huntly,
commonly called the battle of Glenlivat, was fought.
The appearance of the parith is various; that part of it
which lies N W. N. and E. and runs along Spey and Fid-
dich, is flat; that which lies towards the S E. and
S W. is hilly. In the middle of the parith flands the
bigh mountain of Belrinnes, from the top of which you
can, in a clear day, fee as far S. as the Grampian hills, and
as far N. and E. as the mountains of Rofs, Sutherland and
Caithnefs. The foil towards the rivef is light, and when
you dig to any depth, a firatum of fand. That which is
towards the hills is deep, and a clay bottom. But both the
one and the other are abundantly fruitful when properly
clutivated.

Rivers, &c.—Befides the Spey and Fiddich, there are
4 good number of fmall rivulets or burns, which abound
with trout and eel, as do Spey and Fiddich; in the for-
" ter of which confiderable numbers of falmon ufed to be
caught; and for a liberty of catching them with rods,
dikes or cairns, the tenants, along the river-fide, paid to
their refpetive beritors a certain yearly rent, which was
called water-rent; But, of late years, the quantity of fal-
mon caught within the bounds of this parifh is greatly di-
minithed, in confequence of 2 procefs between the Duke of
Gordon and the upper heritors, wherein it wss found,
that the Duke. bad a title to raife cruives acrofs the river,

Vor. 1V, I ander
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under certain regulations, and with what they call the Sun-
day’s fleep; the few that are ftill caught are fold within the
parith, -in the beginning of the feafon, at 4d. the Ib. and
not below 2d. at any feafon. Within thefe 24 years paft,
there have been more frequent overflowings of the Spey,
than are remembered before that, by the oldeft man alive,
and whereby the adjacent fields have been much damaged.
In September 1768, efpecially, the river rofe about 18
feet perpendicular above the channel, overflowed the
fields, carried along with its ftream the cut corn, and
large trees torn up by the roots, buried the corn which
was not cut under a bed of fand above 30 inches deep,
and left the falmon dead on the fields, at the diftance
of above 100 yards from the bed of the river. There
have been fundry extraordinary {wellings of the river
fince that time, but never to fuch a prodigious pitch, al-
though the rains have been greater, and of longer dura-
tion, in the low country ; from which it has been con-
cluded, that the inundation in 1768 was occafioned by
water-fpouts on the hills.

Produce~Though the parifh is rather calculated for grain
than for pafture, it rears fufficient black cattle, fheep
and hogs; not only fupplying itfelf, but fending to
market. Some of the beft farmers alfo bring up horfes
fit for faddle and draught; and although the diftri& can-
not be faid to be famous for breeding horfes, black cattle °
or fheep of fuperior qualities, yet there are, of each kind,
fome raifed, which are efteemed very handfome, and well
thaped, for which the owners draw for horfes from L. 15
to L. 20 Sterling; for cows from L. 5 to L. g Sterling,
for oxenfrom L.8 to L. 13, and for theep ten guineas

.the fcore. And as the parith has thefe ufeful animals, it
wants net thefe that are noxious; fuch s, foxes, badgers,
otters,
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otters, &c. It is alfo flored with fowls and birds. Be-
ing a highland country, abounding with woods, and al-
moft furrounded with hills, there are muirfowls, pa-
tridges, plovers, fnipes, lapwings, cormorants, hawks,
magpies, and woodcocks at their feafon; fometimes
eagles are feen upon Belrinnes, and fome of their feathers
are found there ; the night owl alfo fhows itfelf. The
migratory birds are the cuckoo, which appears in the
beginning of April, and difappears in Auguft; the lap-
wing, about the month of March, and is feldom feen
after the end of July; the fwallow about the firft of
June, and difappears in the end of July; the wood-
cock about O&ober, and is fcarce feen after April.—The
parith produces grain of all forts, with any due culture;
and not only fupplies itfelf, but fells oats, meal and
barley, fometimes to the highlands, and fometimes for
exportation. It has alfo abundance of barren timber, ef-
pecially oak, allar and birch, which grow naturally in large
woods, and fome plantations of firs are lately planted. There
are alfo fruit-trees, fuch as apple, pear, cherry trees, &c.
in fome gardens. Turnip and potatoes begin now to be
raifed on every farm, though, being but lately mtroduced
in fmall quantities. The praltice of planting cabbage in
the fields has not got in here ; nor is it likely that it will
be introduced foon, as ‘almoft all the fields are without
any fence; and winter herding is not pra@ifed. There
is alfo fome flax raifed, but no hemp; and no great quan-
tities of fown grafs.

Population. —-Accordmg to Dr Webfter’s flate of the po-
pulation, the number of inhabitants was 1010. There are,
at prefent, about 920 fouls ; about 450 males, and 470 fe-
males. The births and deaths bear not the ordinary pro-
portion to the population. By fumming up the baptifms

and
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and burials for 20 years, it appears, that the baptifms are,
at an average, 25, deaths 13, and marriages 8. Though
there are fcarce any remarkable for longevity, yet the
people are generally healthy, and, a few excepted, who are
carried off by fmall pox and confumptions, arrive at
the age of 70, 80, and not a few at 84. The whole
are of the Eftablithed Church, except about 10 or 11,
who are Roman Catholics, The ighabitants, except a ve-
ry.few fervants and cottagers who come from Strathfpey
and Badenoch, are natives, defcended from anceftors who
have lived in the parifh for many generations ; and as there
are veryfew who come from ather places, fo there are
8s few who leave the parith: For fince the year 1782,
when there were whole families emigrating from the neigh-
bouring parifhes to North America, none, except a few
afpiring young men, who have had a more liberal education
than their neighbours, have left this parifh, and gone, fome
to London, fomme to the Weft India Iflands, There is but
one refiding heritor,

Church, Stipend, Poor, 8¥c.—The church feems to be
very old, and was repaired in 1786. The ftipend till the
year 1772 was only L. 50; but at that period the Earl of
" Fife, as patron, without any application from the incum-
bent, or any in his name, with a generofity worthy of his
Lordfhip, propofed an augmentation of the ftipend, and
delired the incumbent to name what augmentation he
thought the minifter of Aberlour ought to have; who,
with the advice of the prefbytery, propofed L.8:6:8
Sterling, of money, with 18 bolls of oat-meal, st 8 ftone
the boll, which his Lordfhip agreed to, and obtained a de-
sreet, without any expence to the incumbent : So that, ag
prefent, the ftipend is L. 58 : 6 : 8 of money, and 18 bolls

of
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of meal, with about a liftle more than § acres of arable
ground for a glebe, litde more tha an acre of grafs, 2
manfe, garden and offices. The funds for the poor are
not great, though the number on the poor’s roll is con-
fiderable, there being juft sow sbout 3o. There is 2 mor-
tification of 33 bolls of meal, at g flone the ‘holl, payable
yearly off a fmall farm. One . hundred merks, befides,
were mortified by a farmer of the name of M‘Erron ;
another hundred. merks by one of the name of Green;
both which fums, with any favings ‘made in years of
plenty, are lent out upon intereft, and amount now to
about L.80 Sterling of capital. The annualrent of this,
with the above mentioned mortified meal, the weekly col-
letions, amounting to about 2s. Sterling, at an average,
each Sabbath, with the produce of the mort-cloth, and
any fines for immoralities, are all the funds for affifting this -
numerous roll. Indeed, in 1782, it was neceffary, by rea-
fon of the fcarcity, to diminith the capital ; but fince that
time it has been raifed to what it is at prefent.

Price of Provifions and Labour.—The prices of victuals
" and clothing are greatly raifed within thefe 20 years paft.
Meal, which before that period, would have been bought
at 8 5. 4 d. the boll, now fells at 11 s. or 12 s.; beef, which
formerly fold at 1id. a-pound, now gives 3d or 4d.;
eggs, which were bought at 1d. for 14, coft now 13d.
- for 12; and fith, which would have been bought at 5d.
the dozen, now coft 1s:; fo in proportion with refped
to every fort of provifions. The fame proportion holds
with refpeé to clothes and fhoes ; yet the people feem fa-
tisfied with their condition, live very comfortably, being
general.ly very induftrious, and receive a proportional high
pnce for any commodity they bring to market; and the

labouring
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labouring people and fervants have nearly double the
wages of what they had about 320 years ago. A day-
labourer gets his viftuals and 6d. a-day, at anyfeafon;
<n harveft, 10d. and 1s. A man-fervant, who can only
drive a cart-horfe, is allowed L.4 yearly; and he who
" gan plow and fow, gets L.5 or L.6. A woman-fervant

gess L.a a-year,

N U M.
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NUMBER IX.
PARISH OF ROSENEATH.

(CountY OoF DUNBARTON.)

By the Rev Mr GEORGE DRUMMOND.

Name, Situation, Soil, 8¢,

HE ancient name of the parith was Roffnacboich,
which is a Gaelic word, fignifying the * Virgin’s

¢ Promontory.” The parith is fituated in the moft wefterly
part of Dunbarton-thire, in the Synod of Glafgow and
Air. Itis a peniafula, nearly in the form of a parallelo-
gram, being about 7 miles Jong and 2 broad, and is bounded
_on the land-fide towards the N. by the parith of Row, on
the W. by Lochlong, on the S. by the frith of Clyde, and
on the E. by Gairloch. It is a continued ridge of rifing
ground, without any high hill or mountain, although fome
parts of it are rocky. The higher grounds are covered
with heath; but the lands near the fhore are green. The
foil is various, part of it being fertile, and part barren;
part of it deep, and part fhallow. The air is naturally
.dry, but is frequently moiftened with thowers. It is in ge-
neral healthy. There are feveral {fmall rivulets ; but, from
the fituation of the parifh, no large rivers. We have a lake
of about a mile in circumference, that abounds with perch.

Goaft,
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-Coaft,« Fifberies, €3c—~The extent of coaftis about 13
miles. The thore is in fome places flat and fandy, but .
in general rocky and low. The fith commonly caught
are herrihg; cod, mackerel, fkate, flounders and falmon.
Salmon are fold from 1 d. to 3d. a-pound. The other fith
are fold by guefs or number, according to their fize. The -
falmon and berrings are caught:with nets; the other fith
with lines. Greenock and Glafgow ;are the markets ia
which the fith caught here are generally fold. There is a
ftrong current in the Gairloch, between the parithes of Rofe-
neath and Row, oppofite to the church of Row, where there
isa ferry. There are two bays on the coaft, one calted Call-
wattie, and the other Campfoil ; in which laft there is good
anchorage, and fafe harbour for fhips of any burden. In
the Duke of Argyle’s park there is, a .remarkable rock,
which, though now at a confiderable diftance from .the
thore, bears evident marks of having been wafhed by the
fea. Its greateft perpendicular heightis 34 feet. It is
called Wallace’s Loup, 7. . Leap, from g tradition, that the
senowned Wallace, being clofely purfued by a party of his
enemies, jumped down this rock on horfeback, and efcaped
vnhurt ; but his horfe was killed by the fall, and was bu-
sicd at the foot of the rock, where his grave is fhewn.

Produce, Rent, £9c.—The average produce of aa acre is not
eafily eftimated, both from the farmers being backward in
difclofing their affairs, and from a want of kmowing the
number of acres in the parifh. The parith could fufficient-
ly fupply its inhabitants with provifions, if they were not
obliged to fell the produce for ready money, in order to
pay their rents: When this is the cafe, they are under the
neceflity of buying provifions again for their own fupport ;
the purchafe-money for which arifes from the profits of
the herring-fithery. The land.rent of the parifh is about
. L2000
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L. 1oco Sterling. The annual rent of a cottage and yard
is from 10s. to 20s. One falmon-fithery, with a piece of
ground, lets for L.30 a-year. The Duke of Argyle has
difcovered a flate-quarry in this parith, which at prefeat
promifes pretty well. Several thoufand flates are already,
dug out, formed, and fhaped for ufe.

. Population.— According to Dr Webfter, the number of
the people was 531. At prefent, there are :

Under 10 years, 54 Smiths, - -

Between 10 & 20, 82 Shoemakers, - i
20 & 50, 140 Tailors, - - 5
so & 7o, 102" Carpenters and appren-

Above 70 - 16 tices, - 6

—— Seamen, - 6
Total, 394 Herring-fithermen, 96
Salmon-fithermen, 2

Males above 10 years, 180  Ferrymen, - 2

Females ditto, 160  Houfehold fervants, 22

Farmers, - 48  Seceders, - s

‘Weavers, - - 4  Cameronians, - 13

Mafon, - T

Vor. 1V. K - TABLE
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T A BLE of Myriages, Rirths and Deaths, from Ja-
nuary 1780, ta ditto 3790.

Years. . Marriages,  Birthi. ©  Deaths.
180, - -5 - ¥ - 3
¥78:, - 6 - 13 - 4
T 178, - 5 - 16 - 9
1783, - 4 - 14 - 5
1784, - 4 - 19 - 4
1785, - L3 - 18 - 0
1786, - 1 - 3 - 1
1787) - S - 14 - 4
1488, - 6 - 7. - 10
1789, - 8§ - 4 - 5
- — —_
Average, - 5§ 15 5

There are 98 houfes in the parith, all which are detach-
¢d, there being no towns nor villages. The proportion of
bachelors to married men and wulowers,:s as 2to 3. Each
marriage produces, at an average, nearly 3 children. The
decreafe in the population, from what it was 40 years ago,
is not to be afcribed to the attration of neighbouring manu-
falures, bug is owing partly to one proprietor having taken
into his own poffeflion fome farms upon which feveral
families formerly lived, and partly to fome other farms
bemg let to fewer tenants; yet, even at prefent, we are
focked with inhabitants,

Church, School, Poor, ¥c~The church was rebuilt in
3780; the manfé in 1770. The ftipend is moftly paid in
yi@ual ; and, at an average, including the glebe, may be
eftimated at L. 110 Sterling. The Duke of Argyle is pa-
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tron. - The mumber of heritors is 3; 2 of them refide
conftantly in the perith; and fometimes the Duke of Ar-
gyle, who is the chief proprietor. The fchoolmafter’s fa-
lary is L. 8, 9 s. Sterling; average of fees and perquifites,
L.8, 9s.; number of fcholars in winter, 38; at other
times fewer. The guarter-fees for reading are 1s.; for
reading and writing, 15 6d.; for reading, writing, and a~
rithmetic, 2 s.; for Latin, 2s. 6d.; but which laft has not
been taeght for feveral years. The number of poor is 13.
The annaal amomnt of contributions for their relief, in-
cloding the intereft of the parochial funds, is L. 18 Ster-
ling.

Price of Provifions and Labosr, i c.~~TFhe prefent current
prices of beef and veal, are from gd. to 7 d. the pound 3
formerly they were from 24 d. to 4d. the pound; mutton
and lamb, et prefent, from 4d. to 64d. e-pound; formerly
2d. to 34 d. the pound. A hen, which now fells at 1s.
fold formerly at ¢ d.; = chicken, now 4d. and §d. fold

“formerly for 2 d.; butter, at prefent from gd. to 1s. the
pound, formerly at 34 d. and 4 d.; tkimmed-milk cheefe, at
prefent 3 d. formerly 1£d. the pound. Barley fells now
at 1§5. a-boll, Dunbarton.fhire, 8 ftone the boll, which is
a peck and a hslf larger than Linlithgow meafure, for-
merly it fold at 9 8. or 10s.; oats, at prefent 13 s. a-boll,
formerly 8s. A commeon labourer’s wages a-day, withou
viftuals, are from 10d. to 1 5. and 15. 2d.; acarpenter or
wright, 2 5. a-day ; a mafon, 2s. a-day; a tailor, 8d. a-day
and his meat. Peats are the common fuel ufed here ; fome
few families ufe coals, which are brought by water down

theriver Clyde, from the nejghbourhood of Glafgow.
The price of them at the fhore here, including freight, &ec.
is g s. the cart. The cart fhould be 1200 weight. Peats

are fold at 6 d. the creel. The average expence of a com-
mon
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mon labourer and his wife may be eftimated at L. x1 Ster-
ling yearly: Many of them have alually brought up
pretty large families upon the wages they receive, and. that
without running much in debt.

Mifecellansous Obfervations.—There are no ale-houfes, but
plenty of whitky-houfes, here, which are rather unfriendly
to the morals of the people. Twelve new houfes have
been built within thefe 10 years; for each of thefe, ex-
cept 3, an old heufe has been pulled down. There are al-
moft no cottagers employed in agriculture, unlefs by the
Duke of Argyle. It is difficult to fay whether it is better
to employ them or hired fervants. It is believed, that the
cheapeft and moft expeditious method of carrying on work
in this part of the country, is letting it by the piece, whea
it can be done fo. For thefe 20 years and upwards,no perfon
whatever, refiding within this pari(h; has been imprifoned,
except one poor man a fhort time for a fmalldebt. Here rats.
cannot exift:. Many of thefe have, at different times, been
accidentally imported from veffels lying upon the fhore;.
but were never known to.live 12 months in the place.
From a prevailing opinion, that the foil of this parith is
hoftile to that animal, fome years ago, a Weft India planter
aftually carried out to Jamaica feveral.catks of Rofeneath
earth, with:a view to kill the rats that were deftroying his
fugar-canes. It is faid this had not the defired effe&t ; fo
we loft a very valuable expert. Had: the experiment fuc-
ceeded, this would have been a new and profitable trade
for the proprietors; but perhaps, by this time, the parith of
Rofeneath might have been no more.

N UM-
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NUMBER X.
PARISH OF DRAINY.
(County ofF ELrciN.)

By the Rev. Mr LEwis Gorbox.

Situation, Extent, Name and Soil.

T HE parith of Drainy is fitnated in the Synod of Mo-

ray, the county and prefbytery of Elgin, and about
6 meafured miles from the royal berough of that name.
It is a peninfula, firetching E. and W along the coaft, a-
bout 2 meafured miles in its greateft breadth, and 4 in its
greateft length; bounded on the N. by the Moray frith;
on the S. by.the lake of Spynie, which feparates it from
the parith of Spynic; on the E. by the river of Loflie,
which divides it from the parithes of St Andrew’s and U'-
quhart ; and on the W. by the parith of Duffus. Drainy
cenfifts of the 2 ancient parilhes of Kinneddar and Ogftown,
whichk were united foon after the Reftoration. It obtained
its namo from a riew centrical church being built, in con~
fequence of this annexation, on the lands of Drainy, which
probably were called fo from draining the neighbour-
ing fwamps and marthes. In general, this part of the coun-
try is low and flat. There are only two {mall eminences
that deferve the name of hills. Scarcely ome half of the
furface is arable, the greateft part confifting of barren moor-
ground, covered with fhort heath, or coarfe benty grafs.

The land under cultivation is very fertile, part of it being
: a
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a rich loam or clay, and part a light, black, or fandy
foil.

Rent, Manufalures, ¥ c~The valaed rent is L. 3044,
175. 4d. Scotch ; and the real rent may be eftimated at about
L. 1200 Sterling, thongh this muft depend on the price of
grain. There is only one refiding heritor, who poffeffes
two-thirds of the property ; .the remaining third belongs to
the only other heritor. It is a great misfortune that no
manufadures have been eftablifhed here, as fcarcely any
part of Scotland is better adapted for them. The women
fpin linen-yarn; by which, with the greateft application,
they can only earn from 2d. to 3d. a-day; and even this
yarn, except what is neceflary for our own confumption, is
exported (unwrought) to Edinburgh, Glafgow, or the N.
of England.” The 2 hills, mentioned above, sbound with ex-
cellent quarries of white and yellow free-ftone, which is
not to be found any where elfe in the Moray frith. About
20 mafons, including apprentices, and nearly double that
number of labourers, are conftantly employed in quarrying
and dreffing flones, to fupply the demand for that article
from this and the neighbouring counties.

Village of Loffiemouth, Imports and Exports.---The princi-
pal village here is Lofliemouth, a fea-port belonging to
the town of Elgin. It contains from 150 to 200 inhabi.
tants. There are no veflels belonging to the place, except
-1 floop and 2 fithing-boats. But during the laft year 49
veflels, from §5 to Go tons burden, at an average, entered
this harbour. The imports and exports were as follow :

InporTS.—Englith coals, - 20 veflels.
Scotch coals, . 6
London goods, - 10

Carried forward, 36
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IMPORTS.~ Brought forward, 36 veflels.

Leith gOOdSo - 4
Tanners bark, - 3
Native fale, - 2
Bottles, - - 1
m; - - &
Iron, . - x
Lime, - . X

Total 49

E.XFORTS-—were 20 cargoes barley and oats, at an ave.
rage, about 400 bolls each, and an inconfiderable quantity
of peltry. The quantity of corn formerly exported from
this county, was reckoned, at an average, 20,000 bolla
yearly. But it is probable this exportation will, in future,
be fomewhat reduced, as the fmuggling of foreign fpirits is
pow, in a great meafure, fupprefled, and whifky is fub.-
flituted in their place. Twenty licenfed ftills are at pre-
fent employed in this county ; and a confiderable quantity
of the fpirits is manufaltured, and confumed in the high-
lands of Moray and Inverpefs-thire.

Fifoing Towss~There are other 2 crecks.in the parifh
thet admit boats, Caufea and Stotfield; at the latter there
are at prefent 3, filhing-boats, which, with the 2 at Loflie~
mouth, are a vaft benefit to the towa of Elgin, and to the coua-~
try at large, in fupplyiag white fih. The rent derived from
thefe filhing-boats is. L. 5 Sterling each yearly: But the
proprietors are obliged to furnith a new boat every feventh
year, which cofts, when rigged and complete, from L. 18
to:L. 20 Sterling. The fith commoaly taken on this coaft,
are cod, fkate, hollibut, haddocks, whitings, faiths or eud-
dics, with ?lenty of crabs and lobfters; but none of them

in
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in greater quantity than to an{wer the demand for home
confumption. '

River and Lakes—The river Loflie has its fource in the
hills of [Dallas; and, after a courfe of near 26 meafured
miles, difcharges itfelf into the fea at the town of Loffie-
mouth, in the N. E. corner of this parith, It is too fmall
to be navigable beyond its mouth, and its bed too fandy tq
be favourable to falmon ; yetabout 3 or 4 fcore of that fith
have fometimes been taken in a feafon, at its entry into |
the fea. It abounds with excellent red fpotted trout, from
1Ib. to 31b. and even fometimes 4lb. in weight, called
here phinnocks.—The loch of Spynie is a beautiful piece
of frefh water, about 1 mile broad and 3 miles long, which
difcharges itfelf into the river Loffie, about 2 mile from
the fea: It abounds with eel and pike, and water-fowl of
various kinds; fuch as, fwans, geefe, duck, teal, &c. This
loch, at fome former period, appears evidently to have form-
ed a bay of the fea, and to have been conne&ed. with ano-
ther loch in the parith of Urquhart, called Cotts, which is
only half a mile diftant. The mouth of this bay is formed
by 2 banks of hard gravel about soo yards afunder, and
the water of Loffie paffing through this opening, feems, in
a feries of ages, to have carried down fuch a quantity of
fand, as to have at length feparated thefe lochs from each
other, and fhut up their communication with the fea. The
beds of fhells all around the loch of Spynie, and the names
of phces in the neighbourhood, clearly prove that it has
formerly been connefted with the fea; and there are alfo -
fome written evidences of the fame fa&. '

Church, Stipend, Poor, School, t¢.—The church ‘was
built more than 100 years ago, and looks tolerably decent
without, but is very naked and ill finithed within. Our

churches
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churches are, in general, exceedingly cold and dirty, and
there is little hope of this evil being foon remedied. The
patronage belongs to the family of Gordonfton. The
ftipend is 72 bolls of barley and oats, and L. 50 Sterling of
money, with L.2, 10s. for communion-elements. The
manfe and offices are new ; the glebe and gardens contain
about § Scotch acres. The old church of Ogftown is now
converted into a burying place for the family of Gordon-
flon, and was rebuilt fome time ago with great tafte, in
the ancient Gothic ftyle. The veftiges of the old church
are to be feen in the church-yard at Kinneddar, and adjoin-
ing to thefe the remains of an old palace or caftle belonging to
the Bifhop of Moray, where he refided before the caftle of
Spynie was built.—The parochial funds are very inconfi-
derable, the whole income not exceeding L. 20 Sterling;
and this fum, out of which the falary of the feflion-clerk,
beadle, and other parochial charges, muft be paid, is all
the provifion for 40 or 5o poor.—At the parith-fchool,
about 30 or 40 children are inftrufted in Latin, Englifh,
writing and arithmetic. The falary of the fchoolmafter is
12 bolls barley, befides the emoluments arifing from the
office of feflion-clerk, which is commonly conjoined with
that of {choolmafter, and amounts to L. 3 Sterling, exclufive
of a few trifling perquifites,

Population, &c.—The return to Dr Webfter was 1174
fouls. At the beginning of the year 1791, there were—

Males, — — — ‘ 480

Females, o— — — 560
Total, —_— — 1040 °

Vor. IV. L Farmers,
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Farmers, —_ -— — 63
Seamen, —_— — —_ 37
Mafons, — J— — 13
Weavers, —_ — — 5
Tailors, — —_ — [
Smiths, —_ —_ — 3
Joiners, —_— — — 4
Merchants, — —_ —_ 3
Labourers, - - -_ 35
. The remainder being widows, married fervants,
and perfons of mixed profeflions, were §7
Male-fervants, —_ —_ 84
Female-fervants, — —_ 95
Apprentices, — —_ IS
Married couples, —_ —_ 159
Children of the above, and refiding with their
parents, —_ —_ —_ 334
‘Widowers and widows, —_— — 64

In the above lift, thofe only are reckoned farmers who
live folely by that occupation : But feveral other people in
the parith rent a few acres of ground for the accommoda-
tion of their families.

Births, Marriages and Burials, for thefe laft eight years.
Years.  Births. Males. Females. Marriages. Burials.

1783 29 18 11 8 16
1784 34 18 16 1L 2§
14835 32 12 20 9 19
1786 31 12 19 9 27
1787 31 19 12 13 15
1788 34 20 14 9 24
1739 35 18 17 14 30
1790 35 21 14 6 '| 23

Sums | 26r | 138 | 123 | 79 | 179
The
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The number of inhabitants has not varied much for thefe
laft 20 years; vibrating generally from 1020 to 1050. )

.In general, the climate of this country is mild and whole-
fome. There is more dry weather in the narrow {lip a-
long the Moray-fhire coaft, than in moft other parts in
Scotland, owing to the land being very low and plain,
and the clouds being attralted by the high hills to
the fouthward; fo that often in fummer, when this parifh
is burned up with drought, rain falls in abundance in
the high country. Onc happy confequence of this pe-
culiar fituation is the goodnefs of the harvefts; cven in
1782 the greateft part of the crop here was. got in without
damage..— There are no extraordinary inftances of lon-
gevity here, nor arc there any difeafes peculiar to this di-
fri®.  Agues were very common about 2§ or 30 years a-
go, in the marfhy parts of Drainy and Duffus, but have
for fome time paft totally difappeared. The complaints
that prevail moft among the lower clafles of people, are
obftinate coughs andgyolds, attended with pain of the breaft,
difficulty of breathing, and {welling in the extremities, ef-
pecially in the winter-feafon, and are very fatal. They
feem to be occafioned by the coldnefs and dampnefs of
the houfes, and the great fcarcity of fuel, for there are no
peats nearer than the diftance of 10 meafured miles. If
the attention of Government could be awakened to the
many evils arifing from the impolitic tax on coals, and
could be prevailed upon to fubftitute fome other revenue
in its ftead, it would be of effential benefit to the North of
Scotland in general, and to this province in particular.

Produce, Rent, &9¢c.—All the kinds of grain raifed in
Scotland fucceed here; but barley is the principal crop.
Flax is alfo cultivated, but to no great extent. Potatoes
thrive admirably well in our light ground, and ferve for

the
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the fubfiftence of the poor, at leaft a third part of the year.
Agriculture is the chief employment of .the people ;
yet the modern improvements in hufbandry are only in
their infancy. Inclofures are yet far from being general.
The introduétion of turnips and fown grafles promifes to
be of infinite advantage, as proper food for our cattle was
fcarce both in fummer and winter. There are in the pa-
rifh in all about 96 ploughs ; the number of horfes is from
300 to 400; the black cattle about double that number;
theep from 1500 to 2000, and from 20 to 30 fwine or
hogs.—The rent of land, when paid in grain, is from a
boll to a boll and a half of bear or oats, Linlithgow meafure,
the Scotch acre; but it is the pra&lice here to allow
5 firlots of oats to.a boll, being nearly equal to an Englith
quarter. Lands, when fet for money alone, give from
15s. to 20s. and 21s. the acre.—In fome part of this pa-
rith the teinds are drawn in kind, that is, the tenth thock
or fheaf is carried off the field before the corns are
ftacked, and this is commonly reckgped equal to a third
of the rent actually paid.

Prices, Wages, &9c.— The price of bear and oats for
thefe laft 10 years, has not been lefs than 1§s. the boll, at
an average. Beef and mutton commonly fell in the Elgin
market from 3d. to 4d. the Ib. Amfterdam weight; geefe
from 1s.6d. to 2s.; hens and ducks from 8d. to gd.
each ; eggs 14d. the dozen.—The ordinary wages of male
day-labourers here, without vi&uals, are 8d. in fummer, and
of females 4d.; but both get higher wages in harveft. Men-
fervants employed in hufbandry commonly get from L. §
to L. 8, and women-fervants from 30s. to 40s. a-year, and

- their vituals. Victual at the Reformation was canverted
at half a merk Scotch the ball.

Minerals,

.
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Minerals, Rocks, 89c.—In the Coulart hill, between Lof-
fiemouth and Stotfield, there are appearances of lead : Ma-
ny detached maffes of ore are to be feen in the rocks.
Some adventurers, - however, lately came from England,
and after fpending above L. 500 Sterling, could difcover
no vein of ore worth the expence of working. The hill
- of Caufea, or Cave-fea, confifts of one uninterrupted mafs
of free-ftone, more than a mile long, divided iato horizon-
tal ftrata of different degrees of thicknefs and bardnefs,
but generally foft and friable. This hill forms a very
bold fhore ; and the violence of the winds and furge, has
cut and excavated the free-ftone rock fo as to form many
curious arches, caves, and pyramids, of various fizes and fi-
gures. Thefe rocks are covered, in fummer, with different
kinds of plants of variegated colours, and are frequented by
crows, pigeons, gulls, and ether birds, in prodigious num-
bers. In the fummer time, the noife of the fea below, the
varied cries of the birds, the beauty of the flowers, and the .
grandeur of the rocks, all heighten the fcenery of the place.
There was alfo at Lofliemouth, in a natural cave, a fmall her-
mitage, not excgeding 1o feet fquare, called St Gerardine’s
Cave, which commanded a view of the fhore as far as Cul-
len, and was adorned with a handfome Gothic door and win-
dow ; -but thefe artificial decorations were pulled down about
2§ years ago, by a rude fhipmafter; and in the courfe of
working the quarries, the whole cave has fince been totally
deftroyed. There was a {pring in the rock above the her-
mitage, called St Gerardine’s Well; but neither this, nor
any other fprings in the parith, have acquired fame for
their medicinal virtues.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations—The inhabitants of this pa-
rith, like all others employed in hufbandry, are robuft and
healthy. Their general charalter is that of a fober, honeft,

peaceable
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peaceable people, regular in their attendance on the ordi-
nances of religion, rather grave than lively, feldom in-
dulging themfelves in any relaxation or diverfion, except-
ing the young people, who fometimes take a dance at
Chriftmas, or at a penny-wedding®. ' Crimes of great e-
normity are unknown here. There has not been an in-
ftance of fuicide during the 22 years of the prefent mini-
fler’s incumbency; nor has any native of this parith
been hanged or banithed, in the memory of man. This
regularity of condu&t muft in part be afcribed to the
poverty and depreflion of the people; for the fituation
of the {mall tenants in this country, in general, is far from
being comfortable. Few of them have any capital to be-
gin the world with; and fewer have any inclination to a-
dopt the modern improvements in hufbandry, while the
rents of their farms, and the wages of their fervants, have
-of late been confiderably advanced. The laft article, in
particular, is necarly doubled within thefe 20 years paft.
One advantage they derive from their vicinity to the fea,
in being fupplied from the fhores with a confiderable quan-
tity of fea-weed, which is a valuable manugg.

It is perhaps a fingular circumftance, that, in this parith,
there is no lawyer, writer, attorney, phyfician, furgeon,
apothecary, negro, Jew, gipfy, Engliliman, Irithman, fo-
reigner of any defcription, nor family of any religious fect
or denomination, except the Eftablithed Church.

There are 4 ale-houfes, and fewer would hardly accom-
modate the neighbourhood, as there is generally a refort of
ftrangers to fea-port towns. There can be no doubt but

an

. * A penny-wedding is when the expence of the marriage entertain-
ment is not defrayed by the.ycung couple, or their relations, but by
club among the gucfts, Two hund-cd people of both fexes, will fome.
times be convened on an occafion of this kind.
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an increafe of them would prove a real nuifance, and con-
tribute materially to corrupt the morals of the people.

The only language here is Scotch ; but the pronouncia-
tion is gradually approaching nearer to the Englith®,
Gaelic is not fpoken nearer than 20 miles; and very few
of the names of places here feem derived from it.

There are no bridges in this parifh, excepting a fmall
one of 3 arches on the outlet from the loch of Spynie;
nor is there any on the river Loflie below Elgin, though
much wanted. The roads here are all made by the fta-
tute-labour ; and though better than they were formerly,
are flill far from what they ought to be: And this is the
more inexcufable, as they are more eafily made here than
in moft counties in Scotland. On the highland road to
Edinburgh, a traveller meets with no turnpikes or tolls till
he arrives at Perth.

I have often thought, that the deftrulion of grain by
pigeons was much greater than commonly fuppofed.
There are 4 pigeon-houfes here; each of which, at 2 mo-

derate computation, confumes 20 bolls of corn annually.
’
% The greateft peculiarity of the Moray diale& is founding Wh like
F; What, Where, When, for inftance, are pronounced by the vulgar,
Fit, Fir, Fin.

N U N-
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NUMBER XL
PARISH OF ARDERSIER,

(CounTY OF INVERNESS.)

' By the Rev. Mr PRYSE CAMPBELL.

Narme, Situation, Extent, Soil and Surface.

RDERSIER is written Ardnafeer in the charters

_ X of the parith. According to tradition, it obtained
its name from a great number of carpenters being drowned
in the ferry, oppofite to the point of Arderfier; this ac-
cident happened, it is faid, in the year in which the Ca-
thedral at Elgin, and that at Channonry or Fortrofe, were
built. Inthe Gaelic language, faor is ¢ a carpenter,” and ard
is “ high.” That part of the parifh adjoining to the fea, and
by which it is wathed, is exceeding high, upwards of 100
yards, and it is probable enough that the parith might
have received its name ,from fuch an accident ; but it is
fully as natural to conclude that it obtained its name from
its high fituation, and that A4rdna faor (Ardnafeer) is a
corruption from ard’n Fbaobbasr, which fignifies * the
“ high edge” or * height of the edge,” 7. e. of the hill.
The parith is in the prefbytery of Nairn, and Synod
of Moray. Its length is two and a half miles, and
breadth the fame. Itis bounded by the parifh of Petty,

om




Statiftical Account, drc. 8o

on the W. and S.; by the parith of Nairn, on the E.;
" by the Moray frith, on the N. The greateft part of the
old cultivated land lies high, but much of what is not in
calture is low. There is a great variety of foils; deep
black mould, ftrong clay, light black mould, and fhallow
fandy foil. The parifh in general is very fertile. The
fhore very fandy and flat from Invernefs to Nairn.
»

Population.—The number of inhabitants, according to
thie oldeit people now alive, would not exceed 300, 60 or
even 50 years ago. Dr Webfter’s ftate was 428 ; the a-
mount of the inhabitants now is 802. Males 385 ;- fe-
males 41%. In the village of Campbelltown, which owesits
birth to the garrifon of Fort-George, there are 293 fouls.
The garrifon of Fort-George, exclufive of the marching
regiment ftationed in it, but including 3 companies of in-
valids, confifts of 496 fouls, of whom are 246 males, and
250 females.

The annual average of births for 10 years paft, is 20

The number of deaths in 1789, — 13

marriages$ in 1789, — —_ 5

Under 10 years of age, — — — 179
The number of fithermen, women and children in-

cluded, males 66, females 61, —_— 124

Male labouring fervants, — - 4%

Female ditto, — —_ — 40

None are under any neceflity to leave the parith for
want of employment, but many go fouth in furthmer and
harveft, owing to the difference of wages.

Agriculture, {&c.—Of black cattle there are about 300 ;
horfes, 100; fheep, about sos. The parith contains
1985 acres, exclufive of the king’s farm; in taifing corn

Vou. 1V, M and
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and undergrafs, about 1018 acres; in muir, 966; under
artificial grafs, about 168. It fupplies itfelf, and exports
about 3oo bolls. The rent of the parith, including the
farm fold to Government when the garrifon of Fort-
George was built, is L. 365 ; the rent of that farm feparate-
ly is L. 50. The rent for anacre of the beft arable land is
3¢s.; of inferior land, is from §s. to 7s. 6d. This pa-
rifh i3 moftly in the poffeflion of 1 farmer, but the greateft

. part he fubfets into farms from 20 to 30 acres. Great
quantities of fea-ware fit for manure are fometimes thrown
in by the tides. There are fcarcely any inclofures except
a few of feal or earth. The common people are inimical
to them, as they are almoft to every proper method of
cultivating their land. In 1782 and 1483, the people were
in a miferable fituation, many of them would have perithed,
had it not been for the grain imported from other countries :
The boll of Englifh peafe, barley and rye, fold for 28s.

Church, Stipend and Poor.— The church and manfe,
which are in a ruinous ftate, were built with clay in 1769.
The ftipend is 82 bolls of barley, and L. 10 of money;
the glebe is worth L. 8. Mr Campbell of Calder is patron.
The number of poor is 50; the only fund for their relief
is the annual colle&ions, which amount to L. 15.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations—The parifh has its advan-
tages and difadvantages. Its vicinity to Fort-George,
where every thing may be fold, is a particular conveniency,
and the ware obtained from the thore is of great value.
The difadvantages are want of woods and flones. The
air is extremely fharp; in winter very piercing. The
Gaelic and Englith languages are fpoken equally well.
The names of all the towns are derived from the Gaelic ;
for inftance, Baluagofen, “ Smith town ;" Balzafian * Fin-

. “ gal's
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* gal’s town,” &c. The common price of beef, veal, mut-
ton, lamb, pork, is 3d. the lb.; agoofe 2s.; a duck 6d.;
a chicken 3d.; a hen 6d.; butter 8d. the lb. 173 oz. to the
1b.; cheefe §5s. the ftone; wheat 24s. barley 16s. and
18s. oats 16s. the boll. Labourers in hufbandry receive 8d.
a-day. By the better fort, coal is the fuel made ufe of, by
the country-people peats and turf. The average price of
«coal the barrel is 2. ; peats 8d. the load, about 70 peats
to a load. The coal is brought from Sunderland and New-
caftle. The mofs is 3 miles diftant, and is almoft exhauft-
ed. Male fervants for labouring receive L.4 and L. 5 a-
year, female from L. 1, 10s. to L.2. The Scotch plough
isufed by the common tenants; the Englith plough, and
Lord Kaimes’s plough with a chain, by the principal far-
mers. There are 8 boats, from § to 8 tons burden, em-
ployed in white and herring fithing ; the herrings are
chiefly fold to fithing buffes. Befides herring, the fith pro-
duced on the coaft are, haddocks, cod, falmon : The prices
have been high and variable for 6 years back, owing to
fearcity : They are fold to the inhabitants of Fort-George,
Invernefs, and the country around. Eight feamen enter-
ed into the navy laft war; 4 have entered this year. The
roads are exceeding good. The ftatute-labour is exaQed.
Where this parifh is divided from that of Nairn, there is a .
ftone about 6 feet high and 3 broad: This ftone in the
Gaclic language obtains the name of claoch na cabbac ; in
the Englith, or rather Scotch, * cabbac ftone.” Cadbac or
cabback, fignifies a cheefe. The report of tradition is,
that it was erected there over a chieftain who fell in a
fcufle which originated about a cheefe, in the town of
Invernefs ; the death of one of the chiefs put an end to
the battle, where the flone is ere@ted. This ftory is told
by the oldeft people in the country, and obtains credit.

) NUM-
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! NUMBER XII
PARISH OF TEALING,

(CountYy OF FORFAR.)

By the Rev. Mr Joun GELLATLY.

Narme, Situation, Extent, Surface, Soil, Lc.

THE name of the parifh, (fometimes corruptly fpelled
Telin), is. Gaelic, and fignifies “ a country of brooks
¢ or waters;” in which, indeed, this fmall diftri®t a-
bounds. It is fituated in the prefbytery of Dun-
dee, and Synod of Angus and Mearns. It lies along
the fouth fide of the Seidlaw hills, and is aboyt 3 Eng-
lith miles from E. to W.; and from 2 to 1 N. and S. ex-
clufive of two {mall farms which ryn out about 2 miles
farther to the N.; and a third entirely detached from it on
the W. It is is bounded on the W. by the parifh of Auch-
terhoufc; by thofe of Glammis and Kinnettles on the N.;
by Inverarity and Murrofe on the E.; and on the S. by
Mains and Strathmartine. Its boundary on the N. is, for

. the greater part, a line running along the ridge of the hills
juft mentioned ; onthe S. the little water of Fithie. The
only hills in the parifh are thofe of Seidlaw, the moft con-
fiderable range in this county next to the Grampians.
Their tops are covered with heath; farther down, there is

3
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® good deal of broom, interfperfed with patches of fhort
grafs, affording good pafture for young black cattle. On
the moft eafterly within this parith, is a beautiful plantation
of firs, containing not lefs than rgoacres. The fummit of
the highett, called Craig Owl, is found, by a&ual meafure-
ment, to be 1100 feet above the plain; but the plain itfelf
is full goo feet above the level of the fea. There is fome
grey flate, a good deal of moor-ftone, and ‘plenty of free-
ftone. The laft, however, lies rather deep, and is fome.
what difficult to be got at. ‘

The cultivated part of the parifh forms a plain gently
declining towards the S.; of 2 foil light and gravelly towards
the hill, rather fitter for pafture than tillage, black, deep
and rich, fometimes inclining to clay in the middle ; in the
fouthern parts rather marfhy, and moftly ufed as pafture,
or natural meadow. The great fault of the foil in general
is an excefs of moifture, owing partly to the vicinity of
the hill, but chiefly to a ftratum of clay, or rather clay and
gravel, which runs immediately under the whole of it.
The air is rather moift and cold, yet not, upon the whole,
unhealthful. Sickly people from other quarters, fometimes
find a fummer’s refidence in it beneficial. The rheuma-
tifm is the only diftemper remarkably prevalent. It may
in part be owing to the nature of the air; but more pro-
bably to the damp earthen floors, and infufficient doors
and windows of the greater part of the houfes.

Populntion.—The population of this parith, according to
the return made to Dr Webfter, amounted to %35 fouls.
At prefent the number of fouls is 802; of families 158,
perfons to a family, 5. The people live all of them in
fingle houfes, or in hamlets. The increafe in the popula-
tion is to be afcribed to the ere@tion of fome new farms.

Several young peqgle every year move to the fouthward,
to
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to learn the handicraft trades. The annual average of
births is 23; of marriages, 6; of burials, 18, A wormnan,
about 20 years ago, died here, at the age of 102. There
are § heritors, only one of whom refides. The number
of confiderable farmers is 13. Befides thefe, there may
be 15 or 16 who poffefs from 1c to 30 acres each, and 1
or 2 horfes. The other great clafs of inhabitants is wea-
vers, of which there are about go employed in the manu-
faure of coarfe linens, which find a ready market at Dun.
dee. The flax is moftly foreign, and brought from the
town juft meantioned ; but the far greater part of the yarn is °
fpun in the parith. Two families of Independents are the
only diffenters from the Eftablithed Church.

Cultivation, Produce, &c.—Water has been long ufed as
2 manure in feveral parts of this county, and in other quar-
ters of the kingdom; but as the fubjet of watering in
general, is either altogether omitted, or but flightly men-
tioned by feveral of our beft writers on hulbandry, the fub-
fequent account of the mode of watering land, adopted
by Mr Scrymfoure of Tealing, may be of fome utility.
" Mr Scrynifoure waters no lands but fuch as are of a dry
black ‘or loamy foil. Sand can receive but little benefit
from water, as it cannot retain it for any time. Clay
is rather chilled, and (efpecially if the following feafon
prove remarkably dry) too much hardened by it.
He does not water any field till it has been at leaft
two years in grafs. Perhaps the year before it is bro-
ken up, is the moft proper for the operation, He finds
the fpring and autumn to be the fitteft feafons for it. If it
be done in the fpring, it thould be befare the grafs has made
any confiderable advances, otherwife that crop will be apt
to fufter by it. If in autumn, it will be proper to
draw off the water before the firong frofts fet” in. Pre-
vious to the operation, it is neceffary to fpread the mole-

hills
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“hills with grear care; as alfo with the foot, to prefs down
the run of moles, fo far as it can be difcerned, as it is very
apt to draw off the water in an improper dire&ion. The
procefs commences with the drawing of water-furrows.
Firft, one broad and deep furrow is drawn in the crown,
and from end to end of the head-ridge, on the higheft fide
of the field. This isto ferve as a channel for the whole
water you intend to make wfe of ; and muft be enlarged to
a fufficient capacity with the fpade, if it cannot be done
with the plough. If the ridges be level, another furrow is

- drawn parallel to the firft, of equal length to it, and a-
bout 8 or 10 yards difftant from it; and furrows in this
manner are drawn down through the whole field. The
more the ground flopes, the more numerous thefe furrows
muft be; and care muft always be taken, that the fward
turned up by the pleugh, be thrown upon the lower fide.

The water is then brought in at the higheft corner of
the fizld, and allowed to rua in the chanrel or great fur-
row, for the breadth of 4, 5, or perhaps 6 ridges, ac-
cording to the quantity of the fiream. It is then dzmmed
up, when upon a {mall opening being made in the lower
fide of the furrow, oppofite to the crown of each ridge,
it pours itfelf in an equal manner into the field be-
low. Itis foon intercepted by the next furrow, which
ferves not only as a channel for it, bat as a dam-dike to
make it {pread itfelf over n confiderable part of the ground
immediately above : Wheny it begins to overflow, let {mall
apertures be made in the furrow oppofite. to thofe men.
tioned before, and for the fame purpofe. In this manner
is it fent from furrow to furrow, till it reaches the loweft
fide of the field. When the firft § or 6 ridges are done fuffi-
ciently, (that is, when they are faturated with the water,

which may be khown by the foft fwelling of the ground,

[ and
.
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and the bright verdure of the grafs), open the main fur-
row againft other § or 6, and thus go along the whole.

When the ridges are much raifed in the crown, as is ftill
the cafe in many parts of the country, the furrows muft
be made in a different manner. One communicating with
the firft or great furrow muft be drawn down the crown of
every ridge, unlefs it was cloven when laid down in graﬁ;
From this again, at every 6 or 8 yards diftance, others muft
be made, pointing obliquely down the fides of the ridge,
till they meet and form an angle with others drawn in the
fame manner on the next ridge, taking care, as in the cafe
above mentioned, that the plough throw the earth toward
the lower fide. The water is then let down into the
crown-furrows, and flopped at proper diftances, fo as to
make it fpread over both fides of the ridge.

It would be vain to attempt to give direions for eve-
ry particular fituation or furface of ground. The great
general rule is to draw your furrows in fuch a manner
as to diftribute the water equally and plentifully over
every part. By attending to this, and taking a careful
furvey of the field, an intelligent ploughman will very
foon fee what he has to do. This alfo is to be attended to,
after the water is brought upon the ground, and it will re-
quire a daily vifit from a careful hand with a fpade, to re-
move obftruttions that may have dropt into the furrows;
to place others properly; and to lead the water to fuch
heights and dry {pots as may have been overlooked. Mr
S. fometimes employed a man for this fole purpofe. It
is ever to be kept in mind, that it is only when made to
ftand or ftagnate on the ground, that water operates to ad-
vantage: But whether this be by depofiting on the foil
fuch rich particles, as make the immediate food of plants,
or by diffolving and maceranng it; or which is moft pro-

] bable,
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bable, by both thefe means, it is net neceffary here to
determine. Indeed Mr S. is inclined to think that it ex-
cites a proper fermentation, and the foftnefs which the
foil thereby acquires and preferves for a confiderable time
after, together with fome other circumftances, feems to fa-
vour the fuppofition.

While the ground is under water, and even for fome
days after it is laid dry, no cattle of any kind fhould be
allowed to fet foot on it. The water fhould be withdrawn
rather gradually as otherwife, at leaft in a dry feafon,
the grafs will be a little apt to decay. There is po firi-
king difference between the effes of water which runs
from pools, or foft water of any kind, and thofe of ‘hard
water immediately from the fpring. The former is, no
doubt, preferable, but the latter will ferve the purpofe ve- .
ry well; and this feems to be agreeable to the experiments
of Dr Home.—Such is the method of watering land,
which Mr S. has followed with great fuccefs for nearly the
fpace of fifty years. There is one inclofure of his which,
by this management, was brought from an exhaufted ftate
into good heart, and preferved an uncommon degree of
fertility for a fucceflion of crops (one of them wheat) with-
out fallow, lime or marl, and with very moderate affiftance
from dung.

‘With refpe@® to the fubje& in general, it may be ob-
ferved, that water not only ferves to enrich the land for
future crops of corn, but alfo generally fecures an early
and a large crop of grafs the year in which it is applied,

-a matter of confiderable importance, efpecially in a dry and

backward fpring. Perhaps the only inconveniency at- .
tending it is its encouraging weeds of a certain kind, fuch
as, thiftles, ragweed, &c.; but this appears to be fully ba-
lanced by the deftruion it occafions to wecds of another

Voir.1V, N kind,
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kind, fuch as commonly infeft dry lands, but never thrive
in water.

As to grain and other crops, it appears from feveral
circumftances, that wheat was cultivated long ggo to a
confiderable extent. The culture of it was revived about
10 or 12 years fince; when, after a very fair trial by a
number of hands, it was entirely given up as unprofitable.
It was found to. ripen late and®to impoverith the foil.
Oats, barley, and a few hafting peafe, are the only kinds
of grain raifed at prefent. About 20 acres may be em-
ployed in the culture of flax. Turnip and potatoes are
raifed on every farm, as are alfo clover and rye-grafs.
Some yams have been planted within thefe few years,
and the farmers feem to approve of them.

Of foreft-trees the afh, fir, elm and beech, thrive well.
Oaks of a large fize have been dug up in fome mofly parts
of the plain, and fome that have been planted of late are
fufficiently forward, Fruit-trees grow much to wood,
and it muft be owned difficult to raife fruit: The dif-
ficulty however is fenfibly decreafing, both the air and
foil becoming more kindly by draining and planting the
latter, particularly on the eaft.

The number of horfes is about 200, about one third of
which may be reared in the parith. Black cattle being -
ufed in labour now, there are about 30 kept for that pur-
,pofe; cows about 300. With regard to fheep, it is re-
markable, that about 25 years ago there were 12 fmall
flocks in the parifh, but that now there is not a fingle ani-
mal of the kind, fave a few kept by a gentleman moftly
for the ufe of his own family. They were found deftruc-
tive to the fown grafs, and liable to perifh for want of pro-
per fhelter. Young black cattle have been, with great ad-
¥antage, put in their place,

) The:
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The number of arable acres is about 3000. The pa-
rifh does much more than fupply itfelf with the articles of
oat-meal, barley, beef, ale, whifky and potatoes. It may
fend to Dundee and other places,

Barley, goo bolls, at 13s. 4d. ' - L.6c0
Oat-meal, 500 ditto, at ditto, - - 330
Calves for the butchers, 150, - 100
Coarfe linens, to the value of - - 4000
Black cattle, 200, - - - 1400
Hay, 10,000 flone, - - - 330
Whitky, - - - 200
Milk, butter and cheefe, - - 500

L. 7460

The people always fow as foon as the feafon and the
condition of the land permit ; it,muft, however, be owned
that they reap rather later than fome of their neighbours.
Harveft commonly begins about the xoth September.
There are about 280 acres in wood ; arable inclofed, §50.
The land-rent is about L. 1400.

Church and Stipend, School and Poor—The church is of
very ancient foundation, having been firft built by Boni-
face, 2 legate or rather miflionary from Rome, about A. D.
69o. The prefent fabric, however, bears no marks of
antiquity, and is but indifferent both as to ftyle and con-
dition. A few fragments of carved ftones feem to indicate
that the original church was an elegant Gothic ftru&ure.
The ftipend is about 2000 merks Scots, exclufive of the
manfe and garden ; as to the glebe, it would be, as it gene-
rally is in the country, rather a difadvantage, if the incum-
bent had not been fo lucky as to get a fmall farm. The

Crown is patron,
The .
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The average, number of fcholars at the parochial fehool
ijs only about 30, owing to the badnefs of the roads here
in the winter-feafon, and the nearnefs of the fkirts of the
parith to the fchools of the parifhes arouad. The quarter-
ly payments are, for Englifh, 1s. 6d.; for writing, 2s.;
for arithmetic, 25. 6d. The fchoolmafter’s falary is L.6
Sterling, and as feffion-clerk he receives L 2, with about
L. 1 more in perquifites for baptifms and marriages.
His whole emoluments, exclufive of a houfe, garden
and fmall glebe of about an Englifh acre, do not exceed
L. 14 Sterling,” The number of conftant poor is 43 of
thofe who receive occafional fupplies, 5.

Fhe colletions weekly, amount in the year, to L. 15

The rent of feats belonging to the kirk-feflion, to - 6

Fhe intereft of L. 200 Sterling, to - 10
At prefent therc is not one beggar.

Wages, &8c—Common wages of a day-labourer in huf-
bandry, 8d. and victuals; in time of harveft, 1s. a man, and
9d. a woman, befides viftuals. About 40 years ago, wa-
ges were 6d. or 4d. and viuals. As a child, in this part
of the country, commonly finds employment at 8 or g
years of age, a labourer has feldom, entirely at leaft, upon
his hands above 3 children at once ; that number he brings
up without affiftance. The incumbent does not remember
any man’s afking afliftance from the ppors funds on account
of the number of his children, however great, if he and
they were in health. If they are all well, his wife, be-
fides taking care of her family, may earn 2 fhilling a-
week by fpinning ; nay, provided they have a cow, which
is generally the cafe, fhe may earn other two fhillings in
the fame fpace by the fale of butter for 3 months in the
year. When a ploughman does not eat in the family, he
is’ allowed for VL&uals 6 bolls and a half of oatmeal in the

year,
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year, and a Scotch pint of milk a.day : Of the meal he

‘ can eafily fell one boll after fupplying himfelf. The wa-
ges of a good ploughman, in general, are from L.8 to
L. g Sterling, annually ; thofe of a maid-fervant, including
her bounties, as they are called, L. 3. The prices of moft
kinds of provifions are double of what they were 39 years
ago ; oat-meal, however, ‘has rifen little more than one
fourth.

Antiquities—On the farm of Prieflown, near the Glam«
mis road, was difcovered fome years ago a fubterraneous
building of a very irregular conftrution It was compofed
of large flat flones, without any cement, and confifted of
2 or 3 apartments, not above § feet wide, covered with
flones of the fame kind. Some wood-athes, feveral frag-
ments of large earthen veflels, and one of the ancient hand-
mills called querns, were the only things found in it. It
was moftly filled up with rich black earth. A little weft-
ward from the houfe of Tealing, about 60 or 70 years ago,
was difcovered an artificial cave or fubterraneous paflage,
fuch as is fometimes called by the country people a weem.
It was compofed of large loofe ftomes; was about 4 feet
high, and as many wide, and was faid to be traced up to
a confiderable length. There were found in it a broad
earthen veflel, and an inftrument refembling an adze, both
of them formed very neatly. It ftill exifts, but is covered
up. On the farm of Balckembeck are feveral great round
flones placed in a circle, evidently the remains of a Drui-
dical temple. In two fandy hillocks, within thefe 20
years, were found ftone coffins, contammg the fkull and
bones of a human body, with urns of earthen ware and
afhes in them. About 30 years ago there was found in
the mires, a veflel fomewhat refembling a kettle, about
2 feet in dxamcter, and 1 foot deep. Its materials (brafs

mixed
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mixed with fome other metal) and its elegant fhape, gave
it much the appearance of an antique vafe. It was melted
down, but its fubftance is ftill preferved in the form of 2
modern pots. It is pretty plain from Tacit. in Vit. Agric.
that the Romans were well acquainted with the country
between the Grampian mountains and the frith of Tay.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations—The people, in general, are
of the middle fize. They are exceedingly induftrious,
ceconomical, rather plainer in drefs than their neigh-
bours, and not fond of a military life. Generally they
are charitable ‘and very helpful to one another. The
condition of the péople, for the moft part, is rather
more than tolerable, and they are apparently contented
with it. It might, however, be, in fome meafure, improved
at nogreat expence, by making their cottages more comfort-
able and convenient, by raifing better fences round their
gardens, and introducing among them the culture of a
few more nourifhing vegetables.

The roads, in general, are bad, and have been much ne-
gle@ed. An a&, however, has been lately obtained for
wrnpikes throughout the couaty, and is already begun to
be put in execution, but many people think they will
Pprove too expenfive.

The rent of the greater part of the open land is about
gs. the acre.  Some, however, in the hands of the {fmaller
tenants, gives from 1§s. to 20s. Inclofed ground lets
from 1§s. to 25s. according to its quality. The farms are
from about 100 to 150 acres; two farmers, however, pof-
fefs confiderably more. The number of farms is rather
increafing, and many cottars and fubtenants have, within
thefe 20 years, been put immediately under their lairds.

About
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About one fixth of the arable land is inclofed, and all
the farmers, it is believed, are convinced of the advantages
of inclofing. The fences are mottly of flone.

The people have improved much in drefs and manners.
Among the men, inftead of the bonnet and coarfe home-
made woollens, the hat, Englifh cloth and cotton ftuffs,
are much worn, and almoft every ploughman has his filver
watch. The women ftill retain the plaid, but among the
better fort it is now fometimes of filk or lined with filk,
and numbers of them, on occafions, drefs in ribbons, prin-
ted cottons, white ftockings and lafting fhoes. The la-
bouring fervants, formerly ignorant and lazy, are now
generally fkilful and laborious. The wages both of men
and women are doubled. The Sunday’s colleftion, and
all the poors funds, are doubled. The land-rent is more
than doubled. The farmers live in a much more fociable
manner, and entertain with great hofpitality. Their
houfes, formerly covered with thatch, are now generally
flated, and contain 2 floors. There are fome among them
that fhill adhere to the old method of farming, yet a con-
fiderable number are well acquainted with the principles
of the new hufbandry, and pra&ife accordingly. They
fallow ; they manure with compoft, marl and lime, fome
of the laft brought even from England; and they crop
judicioudly.

The heritors, notwithftanding the difadvantage moft of
them lie under by refiding at a diftance, have all done
fomething in the way of improvement. As Mr Scrymfoure
of Tealing refides on the fpot, his improvements have
been extenfive in proportion: He has, within thefe 30
years, planted about 260 acres of moor-ground with trees
of different kinds; among which are many thoufand
larches, (a tree which thrives here beyond moft others);
inclofed and properly fubdivided upwards of 300 acres

of
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6f arable with good ftone fences, and near 100 acres of
pafture and meadow ground with hedge and ditch; erec-
ted 3 confiderable new farms; let a number of convenient
poffeflions to the manufaturers at very reafonable rents;
doubled his rents upon the whole; and all without bring-
ing any incumbrance upon his eftate : He keeps a confi-
derable farm in his own hand, and excites his tenants to
the practice of good hufbandry by his own example.

The fuel commonly ufed is turf, which is brought from
the neighbouring hills. Coal is likewife tranfported from
Dundee, and 1ts ufe is greatly increafing. There are from
40 to 50 ploughs made after the beft form.

In this parifh there are ftill fome cottagers on almoft
every farm. Farmers differ fomewhat in their notions
about employing them. It is generally allowed, that
turning off cottagers has an immediate tendency to make
a {carcity .of hands, and of confequence to raife wages; and
that where there are no people of this defcription, it occa-
fions one confiderable inconvenience in the time of harvett,
as then the corns muft be cut down chiefly by ftrangers,
who, in tedious harvefts and rainy weather, are a heavy
burden on the farmer. Cottagers, after all, are generally
in a poor and dependent fituation, and perhaps little vil-
lages of manufafturess and tradefmen, immediately depen-
dent on the land-owner, might anfwer the purpofes of the
farmer equally well, would be happier in themfelves, and
of greater advantage to their country.

N U M-
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NUMBER XIIIL
PARISH OF DALLAS.
(COUN'TY or ErLcIN.)

* By the Rev. Mr DAvid MILNE.

Name, Situation, Extent, Sodl, €5c.

THE name of this parifh is derived from Dale uis, . e.

¢ Watered Vaalley.’ Dallas is in the prefbytery of
Forres, Synod of Moray, and ‘county of Elgin. Itis1a
miles from E. to W. and 9 from N. to S.; the form is o-
val. Itis beunded by the parithes of Rothes and Birnie,
on the S. E. and E. ; of Elgin, on the N. E. and N.; of
Bafford and Edenkillie, on the N.W. and W.; and of
Knockando and Cromdale, on the S. W. and S. 1t is fur-
rounded by hills, fo as to form a valley or firath, almoft
equally divided from S. W. to E.by the {fmall river Loffie,
and interfeQled by feveral burns or rivulets, falling from the
furrounding hills into Loflie. Thefe burns partly bound the
parith on the E. and N. and partly fall into Loffie within
the bounds of the parith. The furrounding hills are cover-
ed with heath. The foil is black and mofly, excepting
fome fields or haughs on the Loffie banks.

Fine fmall trout are found in Loffie during the fummer.
In September and Otober, finnac or white trout are got,
from 1 Ib. to 3 Ib. and a few fmall falmon.

The fields on Loffie banks are very fubje& to inundations,
Thefe do much damage, by breaking through and carrying
away the beft of the foil, notwithftanding the attention and

Vor.IV. (o) : exertions
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exertions of the proprietor and his tenants. In fummer alfo,

and harveft, the corns and grafs within reach, are hurt by

gravel and fand left upon them. The moft remarkable in.
' undations were in 1768, 1782, 1486, and 1789.‘

Population.—Shaw's Hiftory of Moray, publithed 1775,
reckons the catechifable perfons about joo. Dr Webfler’s
ftatement, about 40 or 5o years ago, is 700. The prefent
jncumbent found the number of fouls in July and Auguft
1748, to be g17: Of whom 84 were under 6 years of age;
434 were males, 483 females. In 1788, the number amount-
ed to 838, of whom 436 were males, 462 females.

TABLE.

Annual average of baptifms for 20 years, from the
" year 1770 to 1789, is - e . - 2
Annual average of males baptized, about - 13
— of females - - - - 12
Annual average of marriages from the end of the

year 1774, till that of 1782, is - 8
Annual average of deaths in the fame period - 15
Annual avei’age of males who died, about - '8
' —— females, nearly ]

A man and wqmém, married 63 years, died here, the buf-
band in the gsth year of his age, and the wife aged 93. Up-
'yvards of 20 young men, fince the year 1948, particularly
fince the years 1783 and 1784, have emigrated to America
and other foreign parts. A few have gone into England.
Some families and fingle perfons to the fouth of Scotland,
and faxcilies alfo and unmarried perfons into the neighbour-
ing towns for employment. There are not above fix or
eight uninhabited houfes at moft, fince the year 1748, and
only a few ere@tions have been made fince that period;

but a great many fome years before.
' ’ Produce,
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ﬁrod'yce, €9e.—~Potatoes are raifed for family ufe, and a
few garden and field turnip, principally for the fame pur-
pofe. Natural oaks, birch and allar, apple, pear, plum;
gean and cherry trees grow. in feveral places, and fome large
inclofures of planted firs, of a pretty old ftanding, large
enough for deals, farm-houfe couples, &c.

Barley, rye, and oats, are raifed in the parxlh Very lit-
tle flax is cultivated, and a few fields are laid down in grafs.

Ever fince the prefent incumbent was fettled, (1778,) un-
lefs in a few inftances, the crops have been found infufficient
to maintain the inhabitants or their cattle, Living, how-
éver, in the vicinity of Elgyn and Forres, they are em-
ployed in carrying peats twice a-week to market. This
enables them to purchafe fome additional provifions for
their families, and alfo corn, or corn and fodder in the
feafon, when a deficiency at home requires a fupply. Sow-
ing does not become general till towards the middle of
April. The climate admits not of it earlier: And the
tenants, doubtlefs, owing to the poverty of the foil, think
they have the cleaner crop the later fown. Of courfe,
it is the middle or rather the end of November before
all the corns are got in. From 1s. to 15s. may be
the rent of each acre, from the leaft improved miur to the
higheft cultivated field: Every parith in the north of
Scotland, doubtlefs, fuffered by the failure of crop 1782;
among which, it may be conceived, this parifh had its me-
lancholy fhare. A liberal fhare of bounty-meal was, at that
period, allowed for the indigent in the parith. The firft
and fecond moicties, gratis, came moft feafonably in fum-
mer 1783, or before the corns were ripe. The third and
lat moiety from Government, at 6-}(1 a peck, came alfo
feafonably a fhort time thereafter.

Mifcellanrous
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Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—The air is fharp and dry.
The inhabitants are generally healthy. The fmall-pox is
become lefs fatal by means of inoculation.

There are fome chalybeate fprings, but feldom reforted
to~The parith abounds in grey flate quarries. There
is likewife a freeftone quarry of excellent quality.

Towards the top of the eaft gable of the church, in a

niche on the outfide of the wall, ftands a flone weather-
beaten effigy, of about 4 feet high and 2 broad, of a
faint, called' Michael, to whom the church is faid to be
dedicated. In the middle of the church-yard, there flilt
remains, entire, a neat erect well cut ftone pillar, ancient-
ly the crofs, to which are flill brought the cattle and effeéts
of fome bankrupts. A large fquare ftone, above ground,
is the pedeftal. The capital a flewr de Juce, covered with
mofs, emblematical of a hoary head, and the whole
height from the ground 12 feet.
" Each tenant has 2 horfe, for tire moft part, bought at
market ; many have 2, fome 3 or 4. Several farmers have a-
flock of goats for the accommodation of tender people in
fummer. The parifh is fofficiently ftocked with black
cattle of the common Scotch breed. There are a great
many flocks of fheep of avery hardy kind and tolerable
fize, commonly called Badenoch, from whence every year
a fupply of lambs i3 brought. The lambs are bought
for about 4s. 6d. or §s. a-piece, and, when 4 or § years
old, are fold from 8s. to 123. each.

The latenefs of the harveft, the {carcity of grain, and the
overflowings of Loflie, may be reckoned among the greateft
difadvantages of Dallas. Among its advantages may be
ranked the falubrity of the air, inexhauftible moffes, the vi-
cinity to Elgin and Forres for the fale of peats, and to mar-
kets for the fale of cattle: Good pafture for fheep, goats.
and black cattle : Timber from the woods for many imple-

ments
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mentts of hufbandry, and for building farm-houfes : Fuel for
their families, and minds firangers to luxury and extrava- :
gance. The cart-load of peats on the ftreet brings only
from 8d. to 10d. in fummer, and from 10d. to 14d. in
winter. They are of an excellent quality, but the load is
fmall. Thefe bring always ready money, and enable the
people to buy the family neceflaries when required, and to
pay the landlord at the term.

The Englith Janguage is fpoken throughout the parith;
yet, as is the cafe inmany othet places, the names of the
farms appear to be of Celtic derivation.

The inhabitants are much inclined to induftry and fruga-
lity. They are alfo difpofed to alts of humanity. A good
many weavers are conftantly employed in making coarfe
cloth, commonly called plaiden, from the produce of their
theep, which, in the fammer markets, is fold for from gd.
to 1s. the Scots ell. By that, and other fources of induftry,
they are enabled to fupport their families and pay their
rents. There are fome cart and cart-wheel wrights, with
fome carpenters for making flakes or paling for folding
cattle in fummer, and inclofing fields. :

Their drefs and manners are confiderably improved with-
in thefe few years. It is thought, and earnefty to be with.
ed, that their condition may be meliorated. This, it is
believed, might be done, by introducing and encouraging 2
flocking manufatory, or fome fuch ufeful and accommoda-
ting employment, efpecially to occupy the young.

Laft fammer a petition was tran{mitted from the inhabi-
tants of Kellas to the Honourable the Society at Edinburgh,
requefting a Society School for that quarter. Thefe fami-
lies lie at a great diftance from the parochial fchoel. Ac-

cordingly, # fchool was appointed to be fettled there,
and
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and a teacher entered at Martinmas laft, who, ever ﬁnce,'
has had a full attendance, and is affiduois.

There is great occafion for a bridge over the impetuous
river Loffie. In particular, over that river, where a public.
road from Forres and the low country croffes, leadxng to
the paufhes of Knockando, Aberlour, Inveraven, &e.
The roads are in bad repair. The ftatute-labour is but
irregularly called for, and ill executed, as there are no gen-
tlemen of property refiding in the parith. Turnpikes would
be altogether inefficient in Dallas.

NUM:



[ 11 3
NUMBER XIV.
PARISH OF KIRKHILL,

(CountY OF INVERNESS.)

By the Rev. Mr ALEXANDER FRASER.

Name, Sstuation, and Soil.

KIRKHILL confifts of two united parifhes, called Ward-
law and Farnua. Ward/awis the name of the hill on
which the church was built, and is a corruption of the
Gaelic Bar-tla, that is ¢ kindly fummit.” Farnsa or
Fearnaie, as it is called in Gaelic, is probably derived from
the word fears, fignifying * allar,” becaufe the parith did
and ftll does abound with allar trees. The name of the united
parithes in Gaelic is Croe-mboir, or «“ Mary’s hill.” It is
the fame hill otherwife called Wardlaw, as this laft term
is expreflive of its fituation, fo the former is of its dedi-
cation to the Virgin. In the neighbourhood it is called,
by way of eminence, the Hill :" Hence, the Englith tranf-
- lation of it is Kirkhill. This parifh is about 8 meafured
miles long and from 1 to 3 miles broad. It is bounded on
the E. and'S. by the parith of Invernefs, on the W. by the

parifh
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parith of Kilterlity, on the N. by the parifhes of Kilmo-
rack, Urray and Kilternan, being feparated from the three
laft mentioned, by the river Beuly and the Moray frith.
It is fituated within the county of Invernefs, in the prefby-
tery of Invernefs and Synod of Moray. For 4 miles it
is a narrow ftrip, on the declivity of a hill, inclining to the
Moray frith, with a N. W. afpe&. Beyond thefe 4 miles
the frith contradls and the country enlarges; but inftead of
forming a plain, a ridge of rifing ground projes into the
plain, which divides it into two valleys ; the fammit of this
ridge is Wardlaw or Mary’s hill. The foil is various.
In the two valleys and along the frith, that part of the
land which conne@s the two valleys, the foil is 2 firong
rich clay, which by proper culture might be made very .
fruitful ; for fuch parts of it, as have been well cultivated,
produce equal, perhaps, to any foil in Scotland ; but when
ill managed, the crop is precarious. If the beginning of
the feafon is very dry, the clay binds fo faft as to ftint the
growth of the corn; if, on the other hand, the feafon is
wet, the coldne(s of the clay chills the feed. On the rifing
ground next the plajn, the foil is a rich loam, which com.
monly yields a good and fure crop. Higher &ill, the foil
is light on a gravelly bottom, but fharp, and in. good fes-
fons produce a tolerables crop.

Climate and Mineral Spring.—The climate, when com.
pared with many places in the fame country, is mild and
temperate ; much lefs rain falls in this parith, than in the
beight of the neighbouring parith of Kilterlity. The moft
prevalent difeafes among the poer, are fuch as proceed
from cold, as coughs, dyfenteries, and afthmatic complaints.
In the fpring of 1983, a plearitic fever raged, which cut
off many. It was generally attributed to cold, contra&ted

by
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by cutting down ‘the preceding crop fo late in the feafon.
There is a chalybeate fpring in. this parifh at Achnagairn.
It was once much frequented, and thought to be very falu-
tary for complaints of the flomach : But it has been quite
‘negle@ed for fome time paft. The water, when taken up
at the fountain is quite clear, nor will its colour alter by ly-
ing;but if a little rum or tea is poured into it, in a few mi-
nutes it turns black as ink. By this experiment, the firength
of the mineral is difcovered, for the fironger the mineral is,
the blacker will the colour be.

Hills, Rivers, 83¢c.~The hills that run along the S. E. of
the parith, are pretty high, and covered with heath. The
pafture they afford is miferably fcanty, the furface being
conftantly carried off for fuel. There are fome natural
woods of birch and alder, and fome hundreds of acres of

* planted fir. Indeed, all the various trees planted for ufe or

ornament in Great Britain, bave been fuccefsfully introdu-
ced by fome of the proprietors. The river Beuly runs
along the N. W boundary of the parifh, for about 2 or 3
miles. It is navigable at high water, by thips of about. 50
tons barden, fo far as the village of Beuly, in the parifh of
Kilmorack. It produces abundance of excellent falmon, and
feveral kinds of trouts. The falmon fetch on the fpot 3d.
the poend. Some years ago they fold for 1d. They are in
feafon from February till the end of Aunguft. During the
fpring they are kitted and fent to the London market. Af-
ter fammer commences, they are falted and fent to foreign
places. A very fmall proportion is fokl in the country.
Herrings are taken in the frith, within this parifh, in {fmall
quantities by fet nets : Their feafon is from September to
February : If any remain after that time, they are poor and
infipid. If the people who fith them take more than ferves

Vo L.IV. - P . their
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‘their own families, they fell them in the parith, or at In-
vernefs, when plenty, at the rate of twenty fcore for 6d.
Birds, Beafis, $c.—The birds that commonly frequent
‘the fhores of this parith are of the web-footed kind. The
wild-goofe, cormorant, {cale-drake, duck, teal, widgeon, fea-
magpie, and fwan, are rare. The gulls here are of tiirep
different fpecies. There are the trane, curlew, plever, half
plover, fandy lark, page plover ; of all which only the duck,
fcale drake, widgeon and plover, neftle in the parith, Land
birds, larger than a common fparrow, are, the lark, boun-
tain, thruth, fieldfare, ftarling, blackbird, fipe, quail, land-
rail, partridge, moorfow}, hlack gaiie. Rooks and wood-pi-
geons are fo numerous as to be a ferious evil to the farmer;
crows and magpies are exceedingly numegrous likewife. Mi-
gratory birds are the lapwing or greén plover, cackoo, blue
and grey fwallow, ftane-chattet, and night-hawk. The
lapwing appears in March, the cuckoo in April, fwallows
and ftone-chatters in April ac May, the night-hawk in
May or June : He makesa chattering noife the wholk night,
and lives upon the butterflies or moths that fly abdut during
the night. All thefe difappear in O&ober. The wood-
cock appears the end of O&ober or beginning of November,
and difappears in February. The fnow-birds appear in
flocks in November or December, as florm fets ih, and dif-
appear in February, as the weathér turns mild. The black-
bitd was once migratory, but for! 10_years paft-he remuins
with us throughout the year. Whether this indicates that
our climate is grown colder than it was formerly, I will moc *
pretend to fay. - The number of theep may be about a
1000 ; of which about 200 ‘are of the Bakewell breed,
the reft of the old Socots theep, fmull fized, with fhort wool,
unequal as to its quality,. foie of it being fine, and fome

ofit coarfe. The black cattle may be about 805, They
are
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are of various kinds; but, in general, they are Jarger than
. the old hig hland breed, that are fit to lic out during the

winter. The number of herfes may be about 4co, and are
of various fizes. :

Populasion.—The return to Dr Webfter about 46 or 50
years ago, was 1360. In the year 1673, the examinable
perfons in the parith of Wardlaw, were reckoned by the
then incumbent about fix or feven hundred. If Farnua
bore the fame proportion toe Wardlaw then as now, both pa-
rithes might contain 850. .About 3o years ago, by a lift of
the late incumbent, the examinable perfons in the united
-parith were about gs0. Every year fince 1773, a new lift
was made by the prefent incumbeat; the examinable per-
fons were never much above 1000, nor below 950, till 4
years ago, when their number increafed. By an exaét fur-
vey made in the clofe of the year 1789, the examinable
perfons were 1190, of whom there were 489 males, 401 fe-
males, the proportion of males to females being nearly as
5 to 7. Under g years of age, not entered on the lift, were
380, making for the number of fouls 1571.  The reafons
for the increafe of examinable perfons, I take to be thefe:
Firft, about 4 years ago, feveral {mall farms were thrown
into a few large ones; the greater part of thofe farmers
who were difpoffeffed, remained in the parifh as cottagers,
while other perfons were brought in to manage the large
farms. Again, feveral gentlemen in the parith have a tafte
for improvements, as planting, ditching, by which they give
conftant employmeat to 2 number of labourers, fo that per-
fonsaf'that defcription crowd in from other places. The ave-
rage of births for the laft 7 years is nearly 40, of which there
are 20 males and 20 females. The males and females are al-
Jasfl equally balanced. The whole aumber of births for the

lat
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laft 7 years ftood thus: Males 138, females 139. By the
lift of examinable perfons, the proportion of males to fe.
males was as § to 7. The decreafe of adult males is owing
to their leaving the parith. Numbers of young men go to
the fouth of Scotland, as handicraftfmen, or labourers : Se-
veral enlift in the army, and fome go to the Welt Indies,
while the women remain. The average of deaths may be
about 20 but this cannot be fo exallly afcertained, as feve-
ral from this parifh are buried at Invernefs or Kilterlity,
and fome from both thefe parifhes are buried here. By the
regifter, 30 died in 1983, but then a pleuritic fever cut off
a thisd more than commonly die. In 1490, 30 perfons
" likewife died ; but the fmall-pox, meafles, and hooping-
cough raged at ‘the fame time. In feveral of the interme-
diate years, not dbove 10 died. The average of marriages
may be about 6. )

Proprietors, Tenants, and Rent.—There are 6 proprietors
and one feuer, of whom § have their occafional or conftant
refidence in the parith, There are about 60 tenants, of
whom 8 pay from L. 30 to L. 6oSterling rent; the reft
'may pay from L. 10 to L. 1§ Sterling. Befides thefe there
arecottagers, who pay for fmall crofts from §s. to L. 5. All
thefe cottagers are either handicrafifmen or labourers : Fre-
quently one man has three occupations; he manages his
croft, works as a labourer in fammer, or while the weather
1s good, and as a weaver, tailor, fhoemaker or carpenter in
winter, or when the weather is bad. There may be of this"
defcription, labourers without a handicraft, 34 ; handicraft{-
men, 77; male fervants, 134; female fervants, 104;
houfehold fervants are included. About 10 years ago
cottagers were employed in agriculture, but now hired
fervants.  Several houfes have been built within that pe-

riod,
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riod, perhaps 50. The valued rent of the parifh is L. 2068,
105. Scots. The real rent may be abqut L. 2000 Sterling.
The rent of land varies. Such farms as have been given in.
Ieafe about 30 years ago, may pay from 7. to 10s. for the
acre of arable ground. Farms thathave been lately let, pay
from 1§ s. to 20s. the acre.

Crops.—The principal crops in the parifh are barley and
pats ; peafe is not fo common. Lint is fown in fmall quan-
tities for family ufe. The common tenants and cottagers
reife a great many potatoes in proportion to their acres, de-
pending upon them chiefly for fubfiftence. The proprietors
and gentlemen tenants follow. the Norfolk method of huf-
bandry. They fow wheat, ‘turnip, and grafs-feeds. They
ufe the Englifh plough, drawn by two horfes, without a
driver. The farms in the hand of the proprietors and bet-
ter tenants, are inclofed; the reft of the parith is open.
Wheat is fown from the middle of O&ober to the middle of
November; oats and peafe in the end of March and be- .
ginning of April; barley from the end of April to the be-
-ginning of June; lint the beginning of May ; turnip from
the middle of June to the middle of July. The harveft is
feldom begun before September ; and if the crop is gotin
about the middle of O&ober, they reckon it in good time.
A greater quantity of every fpecies of grain than is necef-
fary for the maintenance of the inhabitants is raifed ; at the
fame time, vitual gives a high price, and meal is fometimes
fcarce, becaufe the barley is whelly confumed by the diftil-
leries.

Church, Stipend, School, Poor, ¢dc.~The church was firft
built on Wardlaw or Mary’s hill in the year 1210. The
patron is Frafer of Lovat. The living confifts of § chalders
of vx&ual, half barley, half qatmeal, and L. 59 Stetling of

money



a8 Statiftical Account

money, with §o merks Scots for communion-elements.
The glebe confifts of 7 Scots acres. The manfe was built
in 1775. The church was begun building in .2990. Itis
not yet finithed. It has beem removed about two gun-
thots from Mary’s hill. There are no diflenters of any kind
within the bounds of this parifh, except fix Catholics.
There are two fchools in this parith; one of them is a paro-
chial fchool, the other is planted by the Society for pro-
pagating Chriftian Knowledge. The emoluments of the
parochial fchool are 200 merks Scots of falary, one fhilling
the "quarter for every fcholar taught to read; onme fhil-
ling and fixpence the quarter from every fcholar taught
writing, arithmetic, and Latin. The Society fchoolmafter
has a falary of L. r2. the children of the poorare taught by
him gratis. At each of thefe fchools there are from 6o to
8o children. . The number of poor on the parifh roll is so.
The fund to provide for them is not above L. 10, arifing
from the weekly colle®tions, the hire of a mortcloth,
and the intereft of L.s5o due the feffion by bond. The
greater number of thofe on the roll can provide for them-
felves in part, by their labour. Few if any on the poors
roll beg from door to door, yet the parifh is infefted with
beggars from other places.

Prices and Wages—The price of grain and provifions has
wdvanced confiderably of late years. Ten fhillings the boll
was reckoned the average price, 40 yearsago, for barleyand
peafe, for § firlots of oats and g ftones of oatmeal. For the

" laft 7 years, at an average, barley has fold at 18s.; peafe,
oats, and meal at 16s.  Other provifions as under,

40 years ago. At prefent.

i ) : s 4 s d
‘Beefthe 1b.at an average, o I °o 3
Veal, : o 1} o 4

40
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40 years ago At prefent.

s. d s d.
Mautton, - - - o1 - o 3
Pork, . - - . o 1} - © 3
-A lamb fed, - - 3 o - 6 o
A goofe, - 2 o
A duck, - - - 0 4 - o 8
A hen, - e o 3 - o 6
A chicken for the btander, o1 - o 4
Butter the flone 21 Ib, 5 o - - 12 o .

Cheefe the Ib. 2 6 - .5 o0

Farm fervaats hired by the year, receive fromL.4toL §,
aud 6 bolls meal, unjefs they board in the houfe; fecond
clafs of men fervants receive from L.3 to L.4 yeasly,
and 6 bolls meal. ‘Boys receive from 30s.to L.3,and ¢
bolls meal for victuals ; but generally they have their meat
with the houfeliold fervants. Female fervants for the farm,
from L. x to L. 3. Labourers hired by the.day get 8 d. ; by
Ahe piece, they vommenly make from 10d. to 15.6d. From
the frugal ‘manmenrin which they live, a labourer, if fober
and induftrious, may fupport htm&lf, his wife and 3 or 4
whildren.

: Mmmer: and Moi'd:.—-The people of this parifh, in ge-
meral, are fober ‘and indufirious, free from grofs crimes,
traftable and fubmiflive. They, as well as the people of
the neighbouring parithes, have mude # greatér progrefs in
civilization within the laft 50 years; thanfor feveral centu-
ries before.  This is owing, firft, to the decline of the fou- -
dal fyftem. Before the year 1745, that {yflem had confider-
able infhience. * Ewery chicf-eonfid¢red himfelf as an inde-
pendent prinee, who might cotashit: depredations on his

ne:ghbonfs tesritories, as- avnibe “or- mumﬁty dictuted.
. o: . The

-
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The clans, like the fubjedis of independent flates, living id
the clofe neighbourhood .of each other, were animated by
conftant jealoufy and mutual hatred. - They negle@ed in-
duftry, becaufe they held the fruits of their labour by a
precarious tenure. They made little account of good mo-
rals, fince it could not defend them from their lawlefs
neighbours, nor.at all times fecure the favour of their
chief. But when the feudal fyftem received an irrecover-
able blow, by quelling the rebellion, and by the jurifdifion
a&, the people began to feel the force of the laws of their
country, in punithing the guilty and defending the in-
nocent. They were excited to induftry, by the profpe& of
enjoying what they acquired. They were taught morali-
ty, by the moft obvious (though not the moft important)
argument, that it afforded the beft fecurity to their per-
fous and property. Another caufe of this progrefs is the
influence of religion. - No doubt the ardinances of religior
were difpenfed previoysito the year 1745; but it is only
fince that period the people have begun to refped them.
Before that eera, they confidered themfelves as a race of
wagriors, and that xeligion was beneath their notice, or in-
-confiftent with military prowefs; fentiments carefully in-
culcated by thofe who had occafion for their fervices. Be-
fides, religion has been confiderably aided by literature fince
the eera mentioned. The lower clafs have. been more gene-
rally taught to read. In learning to read, the principles of
Chriftianity have been inculcated. "Much praife in this re-
fpe&ns,mafpeculmamcr,duetotheSocmy for propa-
gatmg Chriftian Kaowledge

Am‘qsxm: and de—-’l‘here are remaigs of two
Druidical temples, but they, are much defaced. In the moor
betweén Achaagaim and the ferry of Beuly, through which
the public road goes to the northern counties, are many

' fmall
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fmall tumuli of earth mixed with ftones. The tradition
is, that fome of the neighbouring clans having made a
fodden irruption into the country, in the fpring, when
the people were employed at their ploughs; thefe having
no time to provide themfelves with arms, unloofed the
oxen, took the yokes in their lrands, and with this armour
fell upon the enemy with determined fury, fo that numbers
were killed on both fides. The flain were buried in the
field, and the tumuli mentioned were raifed over their
graves. The moor from this event has been called Blar-
na-cui-flich, that is, « the battle of the wet yoke.” The
language chiefly fpoken by the common people is Gaelic;
although a great many of them, from their being taught to

_read Englifh at {chool, can tranfa& ordinary bufinefs in
that tongue. All the names of places are obvioufly derived
from the Gaelic.

Mifeellaneous Obfervations.—By the fpirited exertions of
individuals, and the generous relief afforded by government,
oatmeal, which fold at Invernefs and in this parith the be-
ginning of fummer 1483, at the enormous price of 30s. the
boll, was reduced before the end of fummer, below 14s.
befides fupplying the poor gratsis. How different was the
fituation of this country during the fcarcity in King Wil. -
Ham's reign ! The people were left to their own exertions;
when one crop failed, they had no refource for {eed, but to
fow the damaged comn of their own growth. This occafion-
ed the failure of a fecond and a third crop. Iam informed
by a man in this parifh, that his father told him, that du-
ring the fcarcity mentioned, four families inhabiting a
place called Clunes, in Kiltarlity parith, on the borders of
this parith, fubfifted for two years on the herbs they could
colle® in fummer, and gathered the feed of the wild mul-
tard, with which their fields abounded, and ground it into

Vor. 1V, : Q meal,
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nieal, ‘fo as to afford them a fcanty fubfiftence in winter.
But the third crop failirig, they could fubfift no longer : Ac-
cordingly, they deferted their habitations in ofe body, and
¢dme down to the plain below, where they fet upa lamen-
table howling; and having wept till they had no farther
power, they difperfed themfelves to beg or ferve, as they
fhould find a reception, the wife feparating from thie fuf-
band, the mo;ﬁer from the children.

A difadvantage much felt in this parith, is the fcarcity of
fuel. The common tenants and cottagers depend chiefly
on turf, the péat moffes being almoff exhaufted. The pro-
prietors and better tenants burn coals from Sunderiand or
Neweaftlé; but the ﬁighlliﬁce, owing to the duty on this
article, puts them beyond the reach of the poor. Many dif-
advantages arife from the late diffillery-law. The con-
fompt of barley makes the price of grain very high for
the poor, confining the fale of the fpirits diftilled to a
particular diffrid, while every parifh within that diftrié
has the fame privilege of diftilling, is in fa& confining
what is diffilled within the pari(h fo the confumpt of
that parith; if fach a limitation deffroys the benefit of any
manufafture in a great meafure, much more fo of this. The
abundance of {pirits without a market has lowered the price.
So that they fell fometimes at gs. the Scots gallon; an Eng-
fith pint may be had at 4 d. in the alehoufe. This is too
firong a temptation for perfons having the fmalleft inclina-
tion to drink. Hence, too, alehoufes or dram-houfes, as
they ought be called, are multiplied; and each of thefe
may be confidered as feminaries of vice and idlenefs.
About two years ago, there were 8 alehoufes within this
parith ; but the Juftices of the Peace, corifcious of their hurt-
ful tendency, fhut them all up, except two, that are at con-
venient diftances upon the public road.

Digging
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Digging pits for gravel to mix with dung is an uni-
verfal but pernicious pra&ice in this parith. It not only de-
forms the country, and deftroys the pagarel pafture, but ren-
ders the land for ever incapable of improvement, where
pitted, with little or no benefit to the jand en which the
gravel is laid. Cutting feal and divot is another hurtful
praftice, though not peculiar to this parifh, but it would be
extremely oppreffive ip' proprictars to prohibit it altoge-
ther, without giving the poor a fubftitute for building snd
thatching their houfes.

NUM.
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NUMBER XV.

PARISH or INVERAR'I;TY.

(couNTY OF FORFAR.)

By the Rev. Mr Jous WEBSTER..

Situation and Extent.

INv:uax'rr is in the prefbytery of Forfar, and Synod:
of Angus and Mearns. It is bounded by the parith of
Kinnettles on the W. ; Murrays on the S.; Carmyllie on the
E.; and by Forfar on the N. The parith is about 3 miles

{qnare.

Agriculture, Rent, Wages, $9c.—~Here and in the neigh-
bourhood, there is a growing fpirit for agriculture.  Marl
is the chief manure.. It is brought from the diftance of §
miles; and from 40 to. 5o bolls are put upon an acre. Its
effe@s are moft fenfible and beneficial upon light dry land ;.
and if laid on in a greater quantity, it will operate power-
fully, even on a foil that has a tendency to be moift. For
the firft feafon it does little good ; but afterwards its effe&s--
will continue for 6 or 7 years. Atthe end ofthat time, the:
marling operation may be renewed, but it is pretended, the
quantity of marl ought to be diminithed in proportion to-

the number of times that the field has been marled. The-
moft
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moft approved method, is to mix it with earth and dung,
about 1 part marl, 1 earth, and 2 dung. This compoft, by
fpreading it equally, prevents dangerous effedls ; and alfo
caufes it to work fooner than when marl js laid on by it-
felf. "What in fome meafure may have retarded the pro-
grefs of agriculture here, is the old fyflem of bondage and .
cottagers, which flill prevails. This pra&ice has continued,
en account of very long leafes having been farmerly given.
Of cottagers, there are to the number of 60 families, and the
bondage in which they are held by the great farmer, has
evidently an effe in rendering them lefs induftrious; not
having the command of their own time, they are brought
not to know its value, and from being idlers when-
paying bondage abroad, they learn to be lazy at home ; be-
fides, as they hold their cottages from year ta year, every
little improvement they fhould make, would render them
only more dependent on their mafter. As the ojd leafes
of the great farms expire, thefe cottagers are getting leafes
from the proprietor. From this, and the abolithing of per-
fonal fervices, it is not doubted but their fituation will be
improved, and the moft powerful motive be given to excite
their induftry. ' ‘

There are but few inclofures in this panﬂl in proportion
to the extent of arable ground. Corn therefore is princi-
pally cultivated. Where a field has been under cultivation
and inclofed, it may let from 18s. to a1 s. the acre; where
it is otherwife, it will not give above 15s. The valued
rent is L.2987:6:8 Scots the real rent about L.2000
Sterling.

Labourers get a thilling a-day without their victuals;
farm fervants have from L.8 to L. 10 the year, and maid-
fervants from L. 3 to L. 4 ; and the wages of all of them are
ftill gradually rifing, which fhews that both manufatures

and agriculture are in a thriving condition.
Plagtations,
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Plantations. —The want of inclofures has had the fame ef-
fe& heré, as’in other placés, of retu‘dmg the plantation of
trees : A circumftance to e regretted, as woods and hedge-
rows add to the beauty, and improve the climate of a coun-
try. It gives pteafure to mention, that the principal pro-
prietor is bufy in planting the whole of his wafte lands,
which muft eventyally turn to good account.  An acre of
land will contain 1500 trees at 6 feet diftance. Tn 20 years,
cach of thefe may fell for 3d.; and this amounting to’
L. 12. 10s. yields a rent of 105, yearly. In planting wafte
lands, efpecially on the declivity of a hill, it would bea
good pradtice to lay two furrows together with the plough;
which would give the trees planted between them a greater
depth of foil ; and what is of fill greater advantage, the
ground would be kept dry, and the trees, on that aceount,
thrive much better. :

Birds of 'Pqﬂizgc, tfc.—Dotterels, rails and woodcocks,
vifit this parifh. At their firft appearance dotterels are ve-
ry tame; but after having been fhot at they-become re-
markably wild. They have become much rarer, fince the
country was improved. “Woodcocks come here in the'end
of September, and remain till April; one of them built a
neft in this neighbourhood ; but the neft and eggs were de-
firoyed. We havea few groufe; and which are confider-
ably.larger in fize than upon the Grampians.

Population.
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Population—The return to Dr Webfler, about 40 ar 50
.years ago, was 996. According to the parith regifter, there
were at an average——

A.D. Marriages. Bapiifms.  Burials.  Souls.

1716 14 37 962
1730 9 38 988
3730 18 4 3 94T
1740 - 9 . 33 26 897
1350 13 3t 35 853
¥760 Ix ” a5 93%
1770 9 34 23 852
3780 8 860
% = 16 900

There are 169 families, 54 to each family. Thofe of xe
years and under, are to thofe above that age asatog..
There are x Roman Catholic; 7 Epifcopalians ; 33 Seceders.
The population from 1716 to 1970 is calculated from bap-
tifms, and burials being multiplied by 26 and 36, and the
half of the whole produét being taken for the number of
fouls required, that of 1780 and 178g is afcertained by actual
enumeration. It thould thus appear, that the populatien of
the parith during the prefent century has been very much
the fame : Many caufes may have contributed to this ; the
number of large farms, of fmall poffeflions, and of cottages
continued nearly equal ; and; though our increafed wealth
fhould have produced more children, yet having no trading
village to keep them at heme, thofe who were not
needed for the wiual dometlie purpofes; may have gone in
fearch of employment to the many manufaduring towns,
with which we are furrounded. From the cottagers being
in more eafy -circamftances than formerly, it is probable
there may now be a greater proportion of fouls under 3a

years
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. years of age; but the higher wages of labouring fervants

having led the farmer to do more work with fewer hands, ‘
the one circumftance may counterbalance the other, and

therefore may have kept the population of the parifh al-

moft ftationary.

Poor, €9c.—Families who occafionally need relief from
the poors fund, have been gradually diminithing, and
beggars have become exceedingly lefs numerous ; at prefent
we.have not one belonging to the parifh; but in 1741 the

. kirk-feflion gave 32 of them a badge and a licence to beg.
- Later than that period the heritors were obliged to aflefs
themfelves for fupporting the poor ; now our weekly ocol-
le&ians are more than adequate for that purpofe. At the
interval of every 20 years there was, at an average, col-
le&ed each Sunday,< .

A D. s. d.
* ¥j10 o 4
1730 I 3
1750 2 9
1770 5 3
1790 7 ©

Were we therefore to judge of the wealth of the parith
by this ftandard, we would conclude, that it had increafed
in the proportion of 1 to 21 : This eftimate would, how-
ever, be too high; becaufe as there was formerly a much
greater number of parochial beggars, thofe who had to
give more charity in private, might give lefs in public :
Yet allowing for this, and comparing what was given at
different periods for the relief of families, who may be
foppofed to have been in fimilar circumftances, the wealth
of the parith muft be 8 or 10 times greater than it was in
the beginning of the prefent century. Our former poverty,
and indeed the poverty of the country in general, is ftrong-

. ly
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ly marked by the defcription given of thofe who folicited
charity as beggars:—Stranger gentlemen,—poor gentle-
men,—diftreffed gentlemen,~—are the appellations very
frequently given them; and what muft have been the po-
verty! what the fpirit of the times! when, as the record
informs us, a gentleman accepted a fourpence, and a young
gentleman, tecomniended by 2 noblearan, was relteved by
a fixpence !

Antiguities~The only antiquity worth mentioningis a
Roman camp called Taerfauds, in the moor of Lower. Itis
nearly a retangular parallelogram,about 300 by 700 yards.
There is another camp, Battledykes, about 8 miles to the
north of this, in the parifh of Oathlaw,and, from the traces
of a via militaris extending between them, it is probable that
thefe two encampments were conne&ed together. Nettler
hiffory nor tradition give ary diftin® accouit of either of
them. Some antiquaries fuppofe them to have been built by
Agricola in his 6th campaign, when he obtained his vioty
over the €aledonians, under Galgacus their chief. - '

Charaller of the People.~They are, in general, indaftrious
and fober ; pleafed with their fituation, but not without dmi-
bition to improve it; remarkable for their attendance at
church ; and’ mproved both intheir moral and religious cha-
ralter.

’

Vor. IV, = . R, - NUM-
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. NUMBER XVI.

PARISH or DUIRINISH,

(ISLE OF SKY, COUNTY OF INVERNESS. )

By the Rev. My WiLL1AM BETHUNE.

Narme, Situation, Surface, Sotl, Wc.

T HE name of this parifh feems to be of foreign ori-
gxn, as are almoft all the names of farms, places and.
panﬂws in the weftern iflands. The places whofe names
terminate in Nefs, or Nifh; as Hunifh, Troternith, Vater-
aifh, &c. fignify promontories, or head-lands, projeéting.
into the fea; yet thefe names have no affinity to the Gae-
lic language, in found or meaning ; nor any relation, as far
s can be known, to the local fituation or appearance of the
~§Iaees, and may be words of the Pi&ith, or more probably,
of the Danifh language, as wonld appear from a well
known cape in Norway being called the Nefe. Duirinith
is fituated in the county of Invernefs, in the prefbytery of
Sky, and Synod of Glenelg. Its extent from N. to
S. W. namely, from the point of {Vaternifh to the point of
‘Idrigil, is 17 computed miles. Its breadth from Lindale
to the weftern fhore, 13 miles. It is bounded on the E.
by the parifh of Sniford, on the S. E. by the parith of
Bracadale, on the N. W. and S. W. by the fea or
Channel, which- feparates this country from the Long

Iland,
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Ifland, and which is about 18 miles broad. The ground
abont the lochs or branches of the fea, which run far into
the ceuntry, defcends in fome places with a quick, and in
other places with an eafy flope towards the fea. The pro-
montories or head-lands are rocks of immenfe height ; the
moors in moft places are deep and wet. The foil in fome
parts is a light black loam, in fome places of a reddith gra-
velly appearance ; and though mofily thin and flony, it is on
the whole fertile and produ&ive. The air is very moift and
foggy; the welt and fouthweft winds bring floods of rain,
owing probably to the vicinity of the Atlaatic Ocean. -
The moft common diftempers are rheumatifms, fciaticks,
colds, nervous fevers and dyfenteries, owing, it is prefu-
med, to the wet and rainy climate. The extent of the fea-
coaft of this parith would meafure upwards of 60 miles;
the fhore is in general flony, and in many parts very high
and rocky. :

Fi/b, Kelp, Harbours, €9c—~The fith which frequent the
coaft are herrings, Ling, cod, fkate, mackerel, haddocks,
flounders, fye and cuddies. Herrings and ling are export-
ed; and when fold in the country, a barrel of falt herrings
brings about 16s. and ling L.13 the ton. The parith
exports about 20 tons of ling yearly at an average. There
are likewife fome feals, otters; and whales of a large fize’
are often feen in the Channel, between this and the Long
Iland. Every fpecies of fea-weed is reckoned moft excel-
lent manure, though it is thought to burn and wafte the

foil, when it is not mixed with earth, and it is reckoned

more profitable to convert it into kelp, than into manure.
There are fome kelp-thores, and the parith makes about an
hundred tons annually. The tide of flood in this channel
runs north and by eaft, and off the heads flows with great
rapidity, perhaps at the rate of 5 miles an hour in fpring

, tides.
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tides. One light-houfe has been eroéted lately in the ifland
of Scalpa in HMarris, which is reckoned of great utility to
the mimerpus fhipping that frequent this channel, in their
voyages to and from the Baltic. The harbours of the pa-
rifa are Loch Arniford, Loch Bay, Pottech, Dunvigan
Loch, and Loch Harloth, As the coaft is very bold and
high, with 3 great depth of water, it feldom happens, that
any veflel is wrecked npon it. About 30 years ago, a vef-
fcl belonging to Aberdeen, laden with ftaves, was caft a-
way upon the coaft of Ramfaig, in this parifh, and two of
the hands were drowned. The furviving part of the crew
wore treated by the people with the greateft humanity,
and the csrgo was preferved with the utmoft care, for the
benefit of the underwriters, - This forbearance, however,
may be rather-afcribed to the attention and authority of the
genticmen, than to the humanity of the common people. *.

" Hills—The moft remarkable mountains in the parith,
are the two Hallivails, fituated within a mile of each other,
of an equal height, being sbout 3 quarters of a mile high,
the top of each is a flat or & table land, and, like twins,
they exadtly refemble each other ; fo that they are fuch fure
land-marks, as no feaman can miftake. The hills are all
covered with heath, with a few green fpots here and there.

Papulation.—The population of this parith, and of the
whole ifland, is increafing, and has been increafing for at
leaft 80 years back. The old people affirm, that they
temember lands which lay wafte in feveral diftricts, not
only of this parifh, but in feveral parts of the ifland, for
want of inhabitants to occupy them. Of Ilate, the inbabi-
tants have muyltiplied fo much, that from Auguft 1771, to
O&ober 1790, cight large traafports have failed from this
ifland with emigrants, to feck fettlements in America; the

' Lt
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1aft of thefe tranfports failed on the 6th of this month (Oc-
tober 1790) from Loch Bracadale. Thefe 8 fhips have, at
a very moderate computation, carried away from this ifland
2400 fouls, and L. 34,000 Sterling, fhip-freights included.
From the year 1773 to 1775, 204 males, and 207 females,
cmigrated from this parith to America, exclufive of thofe
who have gone in the two laft fhips; yet the population
appears to be as great as in 1772. This increafe of popu-
lation may be attributed to a more judicious and rational
treatment of children and women in child-bed, than was
formerly obferved ; and sbove all, to the inoculation of the
{mall-pox, which has been univerfally pradifed in this
ifland for 30 years paft, and has been the means of prefer
ving many lives. The number of fouls in this parifh at
prefent, amounts to fully 3000. The return to Dr Web-
fter, about 4o years ago, was only 2568. Though there are
no exttaordinary inftances of longevity, yet feverals in this
parifh arrive at a good old age. Thereateatptefenttwo
men, one of them 88, the other 9§, and two women, one of
them 93, and the other 97 yeaxs. In every difiri& of the pa-
" rifh, there are fome weavers, male and female, a few tailors,
a blackfmith in every barony, fome boat-builders and houfe-
carpenters. Every farm keeps boats, and the people go a-
fithing for their own ufe, or when they fec an appearance
of herrings. There are very few bred feamen, but all ex-
pert rowers, good hardy watermen, and ikilled in making

a boat with fails. There are 4 ftudents from this parith . -

who attend the Univerfities of Aberdeen. There are ¥
eftablithed clergymen in this ifland, viz. 5 on Lord Mac-
donald’s eftates, and 2 on Colonel Macleod's, All the in-
habitants of Sky are Proteftants, of the eftablifhed Church
of Scotland, a very few excepted, who are of the Chugch
of England; yet thefe perfons are endued with fuch libe- .
rality of fentiments, and fo free from bigotry, that they
frequent

)
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frequent the eftablifhed Church, and' communicate at the

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. Marriages here produce,

in general, from § to 12 children, and upwards. The cot-
tages are full of inhabitants.

Produttions, $9c~The utmoft that the whole ifland can

. do in the very beft feafons, is to ferve the inhabitants with

meal. In unfavourable feafons they buy large quantities - B

of imported meal. Oats and potatoes are planted in March
and April, barley is fown in the beginning of May, and
reaped in Auguft. In wet feafons the oats are not cut
down till O&ober. The rent of the parith may be about
L. 1700 yearly. )

Church, Stipend, Poor, t9c~The church was lately re-
paired. The ftipend is L. 50, with L. 10 yearly compen-
fation for manfe and glebe. There is no manfe in this pa-
rith, nor were there ever any manfes in Sky, till of late
two manfes have been built. As there are no markets for
provifions in the ifland, were the minifters confined to 2
manfe and glebe, they could not procure the neceffaries of
life ; therefore they thought it more eligible to poffefs farms,
and to accommodate themfelves as to boufes in the beft
manner they could. The Laird of Macleod is patron of

-the parith.—The number of poor on the lift, who are re-
lieved in times of fcarcity, is 63. Many of thefe do not go
about for alms, but refide moftly in the houfe of fome rela-
tion. There are no other funds for the fupport of the
poor, but the Sunday colle®tions, and the fines of delin-
quents, fo that they are chiefly fupported by the charity of
the parifhioners. In a year of fcarcity, however, the fef-

- fion make a fhift to buy 20 bolls of meal for their relief.
In fummer 1773, Government generoufly fent a eargo of
meal to the Weftern Iflands, of which this parith got 44

bolls

v
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bolls and 3 firlots, which was a moft feafonable relief to
the poorer fort of people.
. ‘

Price of Provifions and Labour, t9c.—As there are no
flefh-markets, if a perfon is difpofed to eat beef, he muift
buy a whole cow; if he would with to have mutton, he
muft buy a fheep. A cow cofls fram L.32, 10s.t0 L. 3,
x0s. @ fheep 6s. Buster, when it can be procured, from
108, to 128. cheefe 4s. the ftone weight. Domeftic men-
fervants yearly wages are from L.3, x0s. to L. 3, exclu-
five of 4 pair of thoes to caci. A grieve (or overfeer) has.
from L. 4 to L. 7, befides his fhoes. Women-fervants have
from 8s.-to 20s. befides 3 pair of thoes. When a man-
fervant marries, and engages in fervice for a year, he has
for wages as much ground as he can labour, grafs for 2
milkcows, a dozen of fheep and 2 horfes, and 2 days in
the week to do his own work, befides his victuals every
day he works to his mafter. Every married labourer in
this country has a fmall portion of land, he raifes = little
flax, and has a few fheep, fo that his wife furnithes him
with his whole wearing apparel. Were he to buy yeatly,
_ s he would require, a bonnet at 1s. 6d. 3% yards of coarfe.
cloth for a gseat coat, at 28. 6d. the yard, § yards.of the
fame for a jacket, waift-coat and 2 pair of breeches, 4 paic
of thoes at 2s. 6d. each, 3 pair of hofe, and fo in propor-
tion for his wife and children; alfo 12 bolls of meal for
bimfelf, wife and children, at 17s. the boll, £ barrel of falt,,
st §s. § flone of iron at 3s. together with fome other un-
avoidable little charges, it would be found that the yearly
expence of a labourer and his family in the Ifle of Sky.
could act be much lefs than L. 20 Sterling.

Antith'm—-'l‘here are the remains of 2 Roman Cathalic.
chapels, one in Trumpar in Vaternifh, and another in Glen~
dale.
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dale. There are alfo the ruins of feveral towers, reported
by tradition to have been built by the Danes. Thefe
towers feem not to have ever exceeded 20 feet in height.
They are circular in their form, and were built in 2 very
" fubftantial manner, with large fiones, without any cement.
'I'hef hed en inner wall, very neatly built, with an empty
fpace of about 5 feet in breadth, between the two walls,
with openings through the inner wall, into the void fpace
or interval between the two walls. They do not appear
to have been ever roofed; but the two walls were joined
to each other at the top, by long flag-lones lzid acrofs be-
tween the two walls, and covered with earth. The void
fpuces between the walls, probably were intended for places
of fhelter and repofe, and for preferving arms and provi-
fions from the weather; and as every one of thefe towers
is built in fight of one or more of the fame, it is-matural to
think that they were intended for places to make fignals
from by fmoke and fire, upon an alarm, or the fight of an
ememy, and likewife for defence; for as they are aff buile
upon emimences, a few men could defend one of them a-
gainft a thoufand, before the invention of cannon and gun-
powder. There are two tombs in the parih. In one of
them, about 70 years fince, an urn was found, containing
fome afhes.

Mifeellaneous Obfervations.—As to the fize of the people,
they are of a low ftature, the men in general from § feet
4 inches, to § feet 8. There are very few mem who are
G feet high; they are however altive and lively. The
common people of Sky are bleffed with exceRent parts; a
- liberal fhare of ftrong natural fenfe, and- great acutenefs-of
underfltanding. They are peaceable and gentle in their
&pofitions, and are very indufirious when they work for
theniftlves; but when they work for Bire or wages, they

are
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are inclined to be lazy and indifferent ; they are rather too
fond of changes and emigrations; and though they are
brave and very loyal, they are averfe to the naval and mi-
litary fervices, and are extremely difgufted with the idea
of being prefled.—The language commonly fpoken is Gae-
Lic— here are in this parifh, 2 veflels with decks, one of 80
tons, the other of 30 tons burden.~—Some indications of
coal have lftely been difcovered.—In Auguft 1785, two fa-
milies were banithed from this country for cow-ftealing.

VoL IV. s . NUM
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NUMBER XVIL

.PARISH or KIRKINNER,
~ {COUNTY OF WIGTON.)

By the Rev. Mr Jonw GranaM. '

Situation, Surface, Soil, Air, ¢,

A Neighbouring parifh, Kircowan, is faid anciently to
have made one parifh with Kirkinner ; and that of
Lengcaftle, now forming the S. W, corner of this parifh,
has, in later times, been united to it. Kirkinner, from
S.E. to N. W. is about g Scotch miles, and about 8 from:
N.E. to S. W.; from E. to W. about 6 miles; and from
N. to S. not quite 4. On the N. and N. W. it is bounded
by Wigton, Penningham, and Kircowan ; by Mochrum,
on the W.; by Glafferton, on the S. W.; and by Sorbie,
on the S.; on the E. and N. E. by the Frith of Cree, be-
tween this parith and Kirkmabreck, in the ftewartry of
Qalloway. The appearance of the country is hilly, but
no where mountainous. Its foil is generally thin and light,
the courfe land of Baldern excepted, which is a deep and
rich clay, lying along the frith of Cree, which, fo far as
this parith goes, has a very flat clay or fleetchy fhore, with
the hills or rifing grounds, generally at the diftance of a
mile, or a little more from the tide. This carfe ground
excepted, and about half a mile up from it, the parith does

Rnot
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not appear to have been naturally very fertile.  But, by
the benefit.of fea-thells, lime, and marl, the foil has ‘been
much improved, and flill goes on improving. “In the carfe
of Baldern, lies an sbundant treafure of fea-theHs, which
the proprietor however referves for the ule of his own e-
ftate, in this and two neighbouring parithes. For the reft
of the parifh, they are brought from the other fide of the
Frich, and landed at Wigton, for 1s. 6d. or 1s.84. the
ton, But where the land-carriage comes to exceed 3, or
at utmoft 4 miiles, our farmers prefér lime’ imported in
thells, from Whitchaven, -or its neighbourhood. In fome
places marl has been found, but it begins to be ‘exhaufted.
Our marl is of the fhell kind, found in bogs or mofs, ‘but
never, I think, in moffes of great extent. It feems to be
agreed that the fobftance of the marl, is the fhells of the
freth water wilk. I have feen a thin firatam of it, begin
to form at the bottom of ponds of flanding water. Our
hills, in their natural flate, were covered with farze aad
broom ; but, from the application of the above manures,
the furze and broom begin to difappear; though both are
ftill troublefore to the farmer. The air is rather dry than
moift, compared with that of the more northerly counties
of the weft of Scotland, and deferves the chara&er of
healthy. 1 have not obferved any prevalent diftempers.
There is only one mineral fpring, and I am well affured it
has been of ufe to remove complaints of the ftomach, and
frequently proved a cure for the ague. We have many
fprings of foft and light water, which I believe contribute
much to the heaith of the inhabitants.

The river of Bladnoch is the boundary between this
parifh and Wigton, and between this parith and Penning-
bam. It produces very good falmon, but not in great
quantities, from 3d. to 4d. the pound, and none is ex-
ported.  The tide goes up this river but a little way above

. the
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.the tawn of Wigton. -Between this parith Sorhie snd
Glafferton, on the. 5. W, lics the lake or loch of Dowal-
ton, about 2 miles long,- by 1} broad, containing pike apd
hernng 3 and a little ifland .on the Kickinner fide . of it, a-
bout 30 acres arable. .I with I could fee it ftocked with
-Shetland fheep. The extent of wafte ground along the. frith
.of Cree, is about 3 miles. A few fmall cod and. haddocks,
ikpte and foals are taken there, and fold in the market of
Wigton, from 1 d. to 14 d. 2 poynd. None exported. The
.hills were - formerly covered with. furze -or broom, .naw
. with good crops or .paftuse. .Our moft valuable ftone;is
:grsy whinftone, ufed in byilding, principally for doors,
. corners, and windows.

Population, & c—With gefpeft.to the ancient population,
little is known. Itis to be.obferved,, however, that there
have been many boufes, where now there are none, and
probably the tenements of land, as they. were called, were
fmaller, and more numerous; confequently this . parith,
wherein, to this day, there is not a village, might perhaps
be more. populous than it now s, at leaft than it was 20 or
13 years ago. From the regifter of .births, for 10 years
dawn, from 1695 inclufive, the average was between 23
and 24 ; for the 10.following years, it is between 28 and
29. After that, the regifter begins to have been ill kept,
" down to the 1734 ; of which year, and the five following,
the average of births is not quite 24. From that time,
down to the year 178¢, the regifter has been fo ill kept,
that it cannot be depended on. The annual average of
births fince. that year, appears to be very. nearly 29. Ac-
cording to Dr Webfler’s returns, the number was 793.
The prefept population is 1152; males, §63; females,
589. No regifter of deaths has ever been kept. But from

' sll
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all information that can be obtsined, -the anpual aversge
_appears not to exceed 14; {o that we are manifefily a ngy-
Aery, as I fuppofe all other country parithes are, for cities
-and great towns, whofe induftry hath hitherto been fo
.much cherithed, even at the expence, fometimes, .of omr
radical and more valoable induftry on the foil, and -the
© firlt care of its praductions, fo little underftood or valued
by the luzurious citizens who live by them. But a wifer
palicy begins now, ‘I think, to take place, or at leaft to
be meditated. Marriages, in 11 years, have been 77.
.But fraquently one.anly of the: parties has refided in the
parith. There is .one woman st prefent alive in this pa.
.rifh, faid to be feveral years above 100, agd appther known
to be 98. The number of farmers, who reat lands in tl-
lage, .is about.50. There ate,. befides thefe, a confiderable
-number who pay rent for fmall fpots of land, either imme-
_«diately to.the proprietors, or' by fubtacks to, principal te-
-usats, but who depend upon their indufiry as day-labou-
.Ters, or as handicraftfmen, for-their fubfiftence. The fa-
.milies of this clafs are about 20. :Abgut 2000 acres of our
.-beft land, is in pafture. .Each confiderable farmer, befides
fervants who live in his houfe, has generally a married for-
vant, to whom he gives a houfe, a fmall garden, and a cow’s
.grafs, with ftraw for her fydder in the winter, and allows
him to plant, in ground prepared and dunged for his own
nfe, 3 or 4 bufhels of potatoes; and befides other indul-
geacies, L. 4 or:L. 5 in money. The money-wages, and
other articles allowed to fuch a fervant annually, may be

eftimated between L. 12 and L. 14.
The number of families is 238. Upwards of 30 of thefe
have come into the parith within thefe 12 ycars laft paft,
.awing to the divifion of ane large farminto 13 or 14 {mal-
Jer poffeflions, and to feveral fubtacks on another farm,
.which- had long lain in pafture; alfo to feveral fmall leafes
of
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of ground for houfes and gardens, with fometimes from 13
to 20 acres, for tillage and pafture. So that the increafe
of inhabitants in that time, feems to be nearly 200. There
~ are 10 weavers, 7 tailors, 7 carpenters, 3 thoemakers, 10
houfehold fervants. Befides the married fervants above
mentioned, I reckon one male and two female fervants for
each of the go farmers, and a boy between 12 and 16
years of age. ‘The other 20, who poffefs very fmall farms,
have the work of the farm chiefly performed by themfelves
and their children. There are Irith families about 27, and
9 or 1o fingle men, employed as day-labourers. Not one
half of the inhabitants, above the age of 20 years, have
been born in the parith. ‘The people are not now, in any
fenfe, as formerly, adftiti glebe. As tacks of land are com-
monly for 19 years, that period changes a great propor-
tion of the inhabitants. ‘This has of late been remarkably
the cafe in this parith and neighbourhood ; becaufe the
rents of lands have been greatly raifed, and it is obferved
that tenants feldom agree to a great increafe of rent, for a
farm they have formerly occupied. There are 10 heritors,
- 2 of whom only refide; one writer; neither phyfician,
furgeon, nor apothecary. There are between go and 100
Seceders, 6 or 7 Roman Catholics from Ireland, and the
reft of the inhabitants of the Eftablifhed Church. There
are not quite five inhabitants to a houfe.

Between 40 and 50 perfons emigrated from this parifh
to America, in the year 1775, with a view to fettle there
as planters or artifans,

Agriculture, $9c—The fammer ftock of black cattle,
which is the chief article, without reckoning calves, may
may be about-2700. They are of a very good kind gene-
rally, but rather remarkable for fhapes and beef, than for
milk. Horfes, of sll ages, about 250, No confiderable

‘ ftochs
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fiocks of fheep are in the parith. - The farmers, however,
generally keep as many as fupply them with wool and
mutton for their families. - About a third of the arable
Jand is commonly in crop, where the land is leafed for til-
lage. The farmers, after marling or liming grounds that
have been well refted, take a crop, fometimes two, of bar.
ley or bear, then a crop or two of oats, and with the third
or fourth crop lay down with rye-grafs and clover; but in
general only for pafture. The dung is either laid upon
*their lec-lands, before they break them up, or is ufed for
naifing potatoes, which are now generally horfe-hoed,
unlefs where new ground is to be taken in by planting
them in lazy beds. Confiderable quantities are exported
to Whitehaven, Liverpool, and fometimes even to London.
Very few of our farmers maife turnips or cabbages; the
reafon probably is our diftance: from any confiderable mar-
ket for flall-fed cattle. Hardly any wheat is fown in this
parith. There is either in the foil or in the climate, more
probably in the latter, fomething unfriendly to that grain.
Even when tried by our beft farmers, it has always pro-
ved of a very inferior quality. It often fmuts, and our
barveft is generally too rainy to fave it well. The parith
does much more than fupply itfelf with provifions. Be-
fides what it fends to the neighbouring markets of Wigton
and Newtonftewart, it exports confiderably, chiefly to
Whitehaven and Liverpool, but fometimes alfo to Clyde,
barley, bear and ozts; and fends yearly to England, from
30 to 35 {core of bullocks to the St Faith's and Hampton
markets. Thefe bullocks are not all reared in the parifh,
but are all grazed in it for a year or 6 months, before they
are driven to England. The time of fowing oats general-
ly commenceth about the zoth March, and that of reaping
sbout the xoth Auguft. No grounds lic wafte or in com.
mon. We have no patural wood, sad not much planta-

) tion,
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tion, unlefe within thefe It 15 or 20 years. Thereis
fome: fhellimarl, but our marl-pits are nearly exhaufted
_There is one farm in’the parith employs 3 ploughs, 5 or 6
miere employ 3 on each.  The greater part of the reft, each
of them one. Some few frmall farmers join 2 or 3 toge-
ther, to make up horfes for 2 -plough, fo that in all tirere
aie about 5§ ploughs employed. We have three kinds of
ploughs in ufe: The Scotch plough made lighter than fors
merly; the Carlifie plough, and the chain-plough. We
have no waggons, but' two carts may be reckoned to each
plough. - The land rent of the parith may be about L. 5300.
There has not been much change in landed property for 3o
years back. .

Chureb, Stipend, Poor, 88 c.—The charch i3 old, and biéars
no date, The manfe was built in 2193x. The flipend is
L.45; the glebe about g acres of very bad foik: The
Crown and Mr Agnew of Shuchane are vice patrons. Sif
William Maxwell of Monreith claims likewife a vice.
The poor on the roll are 17. Some others receive occa-
fionsl affiftance. The funds for their relief are chiefly col-
le&tions, and voluntary donations of the heritors. There is
only L. 20 Sterling of fand belonging to ‘the poor of this
perifh, L.xo of which was a legacy, and the other L.10
faved in good times, There is mo market within the pa-
rith. Wigton is the neareft market town.

Prices, Wages, ¥9c.~~An able labourer’s day’s wages are
1s. mafons and carpenters 1s. 6d. tailors 1s. The fuel
commonly made ufe of is peat, from mofs within the pa-
rith, at 3 d. the fack of 8 buthels in the mofs, the carriage
in proportion to the diftance. We have no coal but by
water-carriage, and paying over and above a very hard du-
ty. The income of fervants in- hufbandry may be from

g . L.13
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L. 13 to L. 14, boufe, garden, &c. included, together with
any little thing their wives can add to it, which in this
part of the kingdom is really a fmall matter, as there are
no manufafurers eftablithed in the neighbourhood. The
wages of male-fervants in the farmer’s family are from
L. 9 to L. 7, 10s. a-year, of female-fervants from L. 2, z0s.
toL.3. Such fervants have it in their power to fave 2
little money, which, however, the love of ﬁnery and of
fairs often prevenu.

Antiqusties—The vefliges of two ancient camps are ob-
fervable, one of them diftin& enough. Both are circular,
therefore not Roman; but there is no tradition concerning
them. There have been fome ancient coins found at dif-
ferent times, turned up by the plough or the fpade, ina
farm called Burnefs, belonging to the Earl of Selkirk.
In a farm of Sir Wilkiam Maxwell’s, a large cairn’ of ftones
being removed to build fences, a collection of human bones,
half burnt, were found fome years ago, in an oblong fpace,
formed with flones fet on edge, and covered with a flat
ftone above, without any infcription. In fummer 1789,
there was difcovered an urn, and fome bones, bearing alfo
marks of being partly confumed with fire. There were m
the place, as they defcribe it, two cavities, one oblong, in
which was an earthen urn, the other lefler and fquare, in
which were the bones.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—OQur principal obje& is agri-
culture. Nothing is manufaltured for any diftant market.
“The people are generally prudent and eeconomical, yet hu-
mane and generous to the extent of their ability. On the
whole, we eajoy a reafonable degree of the comforts and
advantages of fociety, and the body of the people do net
betray any difcontentment with their fitvation and circum-

Vor. 1V, . T flances,
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flances. Yet it is unqueflionable, that the comforts of the
labouring poor, and even of thole immediately above them,
axe diminithed by the increafing weight of taxes; particu-
lady by that npon makt, of which they are aot inlenfible,
.thowgh they fubmit to it, as to an evil they cannct remedy,
In the courfe of the few years I have been among them,
many bave found it neceflury, from the high price of mals,
to give up the ufe of malt liguor, even in the winter fea-
fon, when milk is not to be had. Statefmen have no ap-
portunity to obferve fuch things; but, perhaps, they are
not unworthy of their attention, It were much to be with-
ed, that they who labour the fil, could be allowed to tafie
a little more of its fruits than what is abfolutely neceflary
for « mere fubfitence. Our hired fervants enjoy the plen.
ty of their mafter’s family ; but it is our poor boufeholders
of the labouring clafs I would (if I could) plead for,
They merit every thing of their country. While they
toil for the prefent gemeration, they rear, purfe and edn-
cate labourers, artifans and defenders for the fucceeding;
and this at the expence of hard drudgery, evea to the laft
ftage of . exiffence, with few rewards but thofe of. family-
affeions, whea they are fo happy es to epjoy them. It
is not thus I preach to them, becaufe I would neither ex-
cite nor fofter difcontent in their breafls; but it is thus,
_methinks, that the miniftess of a benevolent religion thould
preach to fenators and to ftatefmen. ‘

Are there means by which the condition of the people
could be ameliorated? is the moft amiable of the Statiftical
Querics. I hope there are, though I may not be well qua-
lified to point them aut, The introdulion of the coarfe
woollen manufafture is that which fhould feem to bid-the
faireft for the better providing of poer families. Small at-

.sempts of this kind have been mede, but hitherto have al-
ways foon failed. Jt muft ever be difficult to introduce
menufallurers




of Kirkinner. 147

manufa@urers in a fituation fuch as ours, where our new e-
ftablifhments muft rival old oacs in neighbouring diftri%ts.
But, perhaps, the greateft barrier againft houfehold indu-
firy and manufaGure among us, is the fcarcity of fuel in
many parts of the country. A humaa being pinched with
cold, when confined within doors, is always an ina&tive be-
ing. The day-light, dating the winter, is {pent by many
of the women and children in gathering elding, as they call
it, that is, flicks, furze, or broom, for fuel, and the even-
ing in warming their fhivering limbs before the fcanty fire
which this produces. Could our Legiflators be condufted
through this parith in the winter months; could the Lords
and Commons, during the Chriftmas recefs, vifit the cot-
tages of the poor through thefe parts of the united king-
dom, where nature hath refufed coal, and zberr laws have
more than doubled the price of it, this would be Shake-
fpeare’s ¢ wholefome phyfic; and would, more than any
thing elfe, quicken their invention to find ways and means
of fupplying the place of the worft of taxes.

NUM.
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NUMBER XVIIL

PARISH or RATTRAY,

(countY oF PERTH.)

By tbs Rev. Mr JanEs Smira.

Narme, Sitaation, Village, Sosl, c.

THE parifh of Rattray is faid to have taken its name
from the ancient family of Rattray; it is about 4
miles long, from S. to N.; near 2 miles, from E. to W.;
lying in the prefbytery of Dunkeld, and Synod of Perth and
Stirling : Bounded on the W. and S. by the water of
Cricht, which feparates it from the parith of Blairgourie ;
on the E. and N. by the parith of Benderley. Eafter
Bleaton, which belongs to the parith of Rattray, lies at
miles diftance from it. Rattray is a village containing
nearly 2co perfons, who are manufalurers of coarfe brown
linen cloth. The fituation is pleafant; a fine fouthern
expofure above the river Cricht. The foil, fharp and dry,
produces good oats and grafs, with- fome wheat, the culture
of which laft has been but lately introdaced. The lower
part of the parith is moflly arable ; the higher, partly ara-
ble, partly pafture. The land rent is about L. 16a0. The |
inhabitants of the village are fober and diligent. There
are 3 alehoufes in it; but the morals of the inhubitants (a
few
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few individuals excepted) are not affe@ed by them. As
the air is pure, and the foil dry, the inhabitants are heal-.
thy ; no epidemical diftemper is known.

Population~The number of inhabitants, according to
Dr Webfter, was 751. At prefent, 500; which is_con-'
fiderably lefs than when I knew the parith in 1756, There
were then many more fmall tenants than there is now, The.
ground was let out in {fmall farms or pendicles, and many
who had thefe, were weavers; but of late, fome of the.
proprietors have let their ground in larger farms, and many
of thefe fmall tenants bave been removed. The annual
number of marriages, is 10; baptifms, 20; and deaths, 20.
In the parith are upwards of 42. weavers, 22 of. them in
the village; 16 feuers. In the village 6 tailors, § thoe-
makers, 4 wrights, 2 {miths, 2 mafons, 3 flax-dreflers,
about 60 Seceders, 3 lint mills for drefling flax, a confider~
able quantity of which is raifed, (one of thefe mills is foon
to be turned into a mill for fpinning cotton), 3 bleachfields,
2 diftilleries.

Cbhurch, Stipend, School, ¥9c.—The church and manfe
are old, and not in good repair. The glebe nearly 6a-
cres. The ftipend L. 65. Earl of Kinnoul, patron. There
are § heritors. The falary of the fchoolmafter is L. 8, 6 .
8 d. and the perquifites amount neatly to the fame fum;
the number of fcholars about 40.

Ruins.~To the S. E. of the village, there is a rifing
ground, known by the name of tha Caftle Hill, upon
which the veftiges of a very large building are to be feen,
which was called the Caftle of Rattray, and was the refi-
dence of the family of Rattray, of great antiquity, accord-
ing to the account given of it in the Baronage of Scotland.

About
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About s miles N. of the village, is Ctuighall, which almoft
exceeds defeription.  Fhe houfe flands epon the point of a
rock, above the river Cricht, at leaft roo feet in height.
It was a place of firength. The river, and that high rock,
defended it upen the I, and W. fide. There is no way to
it, but from the-S. There are round towersat each fide
of thic honte, and the wefiiges of a ditch. Above the river,
8. E, from the village, in 2 beautiful fituation, 5 a Drui-
dical temple, much defaced, and many of the flones carried
off. TYhe farm upon which it has been built, is called
SRunding Seones.

Mifcellancons Obferontions.—-There is at 2z little diftance
feorr Rattray, a eafcade or fall of water, about 16 feet
high, over a rugged rock, which forms z pool below, where
falmon are caugit. It goes by the mame of the Keith
Fifhing, and rents at L.-30 a year. The mode of fithing
is carions: They make what they call & drimaré, refem-
bling thin wrought martar, which they throw into the
pool, to difturb the clearnefs of the water. The fithers
ftand upon the point of the rock, with long poles, and nets
apon the end of them; with which they sake the pool,
and take up the fith. Sportfmen look upon the water of
Cricht, as one of the fineft rivers: for rod-fithing, both for
trout and falmon.~The mofles ave moftly exiranfted, whick
seaders fuel expenfive. Coals, from Dundee aid Perth,
are the principal fuel made ufe of here, which takes up
much time, as the carriage is both long and expenfive.

: - . . 1
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NUMBER XIX.

PARISH or ARDCLACH,

{COUNTY OF NAIRNE.)

. By the Ry, Mr Doparp M1TCHELL,

Nasme, Situation, River, Surface, ¥c.

THE name Asdelach is Gaclic, and fignifies ¢ 2 fony
‘ high greund.’ The parifh is fituated in the extre-
mity of the connty of Nairme, aud lies S. E. of the town
of Nairne, in the prefbytery of Nairne, snd Synod of
Moray. k is bownded by Auldcars, Naime, Galder,
Moy, Duthel and Edinkelly, and reckoned about 10 or 13
miles long, and betwoen y snd 8 brosd, divided by Find-
born river, which is not navigable; neither is there » pof-
fibility of sendering it fo. During the fummer months,
fome falmon pafs up from the fea, feveral miles above Ard-
clach, in this water. No other kind of filh, but trout, is
to be found in it. This river is rapid, and frequendy im-
pellable every where, excepting at Dulcy bridge, on the
bighland road leading from Fort George to Edinbusgh.
There are two boats on this water within the parith, and
one on the peft road; but owing either to the mi{manage-
ment of the boatmen, or temetity of the people, many
lives are loft. During the intumbency of the prefent mi-

nifter,
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nifter, no lefs than 23 perfons have been loft between Dul-
cy bridge and the poft-road. The lofs of lives from this
csufe claims attention; and the only method that can be
pointed out, to prevent it, is to ereét a bridge between the
two boats, which would render the communication both
fafe and eafy. This parifh is a hilly mountainous diftri,
covered with heath, and furnithes little of any other kind
of pafture. There is much wood in it, confifting of firs,
birch, and what is called weeping birch, alder, bazel, ath
and fome oaks. The birch, alder and ath, are manufadu-
red for labouring utenfils. The woods and hills abound
with moor-fowl, wood-cock, partrides, hares, foxes and
fome deer. The otter and wild cat are frequently feen on
the water’s fide.

Agricultyre, €9 c~—The quantity of grain produced, gene-
rally ferves the people; but in the years 1782 and 1783, they
felt the effelts of thefe feafons of fcarcity ; however, none
perithed from want. The principal crops are black and
white oats, Scotch bear, rye ard potatoes. The foil feems
to be unfit for any other kinds, being fhallow and thin,
covered. with ftone, with a hard gravelly bottom. There
is feldom above the third return, and the crop is much ex-
pofed to frot. It is fuppofed lime might improve the foil;
but the tenants are in general {o poor, that they cannot af-
ford the expence of it. Attempts have been made to dif-
cover limeftone within the parith, without fuccefs. The
method of labouring feems to have undergone little altera-
tion for centuries back. The farmers ufe the fmall Scotch
plough, drawn by 4 or 6 black cattle, and 2 {fmall horfes,
or by 4 horfes and 4 black cattle. From the moft accurate
accounts, there are about 300 horfes, 1000 black cattle,
and 2000 fheep, of the fmall Scotch breed; a larger kind
of thofe lat have been tried, but it is generally thought a

. mixed
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mixed breed anfwer beft.—The rental produced before the
Court of Teinds, in a procefs of angmentation in the year
1786, was 283 bolls vitual, and L. 543:8: 5 in money.
Since that period, there has been an increafe of rent in fe-
veral parts of the parith, and the heritors propofe giving
leafes in general for 19 years. The fole dependence of the
tenants is on their cattle. From their want of leafes, as
well as the barrennefs of the foil, they found it their inte-
reft to rear as many black cattle as they poffibly could. It
is fuppofed there are about 2000 acres of arable land, and
4000 acres confifting of mofs and moor, a very fmall part
of which feems to be improvable for corn-lands.

Masnufa&ures—~The principal manufa@tures are plaiden,
which is reckoned the beft in the country, and coarfe tar-
tan, witlr a kind of broad cloth and dufle. Within thefe
§ years wool has fold at 18s. the flone. Attempts have
been made to raife flax, without fuccefs. There are no
lefs than § licenfed diftilleries, which are fupplied with
barley and malt from the low country. Their licenfes are
below L.40. It might be thought that the diftilling of fo
" much whifky, would be attended with the worft of confe-
quences to the morals of the people; but this has not pro-
ved to be the cafe. As this parifh abounds with mofs for
peats, and mofs-fir, a confiderable number were in ufe of
making whifky in a fmuggling way, and fo had an oppor-
tunity of drinking more than was proper for them; but
fince the eftablifhment of licenfed diftilleries, this praltice
has been checked, and the people are become more fober
than formerly. There is no inn within the parifh, but one
at Dulcy bridge, on the highland road to Edinburgh.

Prices and Wages.—The nearett markets for butcher-
meat ave Forres and Nairne, about 12 miles diftant from
Vor.IV. U * this
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this place, and meat of all kinds is commonly fold there at
3d. and fometimes 4 d. the pound. Fowls are fold within'
the parith at 6d. the loweft, and eggs at 2d. the dozen.
The wages of domeftic men-fervants are L. 5 and L.6 in
the year, of women-fervants L. 1, 16s. and L. 2. Day-la-
bourers have 8d. a-day, with their viuals; and till of
late they were fatisfied with 6d.

Population, 89¢c.~The air appears to be healthy. Many
ftill alive are paft 70, and fome paft 80 years of age ; and it
i3 faid there have been inftances of a few arriving at 1co.
From the lift given to Dr Webfter, the number of fouls
then was 1163, in 1981 it was 1167, at prefent 1186.
The proportion of males to females i3 as 18 to 20. There
are 4 heritors, none of whom refide. No Diffenters. Many
perfons emigrated from the parifh a fhort time before the
American war. There are no uninhabited houfes; the
houfes in general are built of feal, and of fome flones in the -
foundation. As the people have feveral burying places
without the parifh, deaths cannot be exaQly afcertained;
but for fome years back, it is believed they have not ex-
ceeded 24 in the courfe of the year, and births are betweea
30 and 40. St Anthony’s fite is a difeafe peculiar to the
people of this place, both young and old. The fmall pox
is frequently fatal here as in other places, and has been re.
markably fo this feafon, to children and fome advanced in
years. The moft effe@tual way to remove their prejudices
ageinit inoculation, would be for the heritors to defray the
expence for a limited period.

Church, Stipend, Poor, School, t8c.~The church is faid
to have been built in 1626, and was rebuilt about 30
years ago. The manfe was built in 1744. The flipend
# L.5s5:16: 9 Sterling, and 31 bolls, 3 firlots, 3 pecks oat-

meal,
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meal. The glebe is between 4 and § acres arable, with
litle grafs. Mifs Brodie of Lethen has the right of patron-
age.—There is no fund for the poor, excepting the weekly
colle@ions, which amount to about L.3 or L.4 yearly.
The number of poor on the roll is 35, though many more
might be added. This fum, joined to the colle®ions made
when the Sacrament is difpenfed, furnith but ajfjgnty al-
lowance. The ordinary method by which the poor in this
country procyre a fubfiftence is by begging.—The falary of
the parifh fchool is L. 10 Sterling, and the number of fcho-
lars in winter is about 40. There is befides a Society
fchool in a diftant part of the parifh, for reading and wri-
ting, where the number of children this winter have been
upwards of 40, and another called a Spinning-fchool, to
which Mifs Brodie of Lethen pays about half the falary,
the reft is paid by the Society, making in all L. 10 Ster-
ling, Mifs Brodie likewife gives the perfons who have
sharge of this fchool fuel gratis.

NUM.
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NUMBER XX.
P"“ RISH or UDNY,
(COUNTY OF ABERDEEN.)

By the Rev. Mr JanN Rase.

Situation, Surface, Soi, and Minerals.

THEpanﬂ:ofUdnywuanere&mnfromthenexghbout
ing parithes of Logie Buchan, Ellon, Tarves, and
Foveran, in the end of the 16th, or beginning of the 17th
century. One eftate pays ftipend to the minifter of Logie
Buchan, and five eftates to the minifter of Ellon; 4 full
. evidence that thefe eftates were taken off thefe two pe-
rithes. It is fitnated in the county and Synod of Aberdeen,
and prefbytery of Ellon. In extent § computed miles
fqgare. It is bounded on the N. and N. W. by the parith
i o ef
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of Tarves; on the W. by Bourtic; on the S. W. by
Kiethhall ; on the S. by Newmacher; on the S. E. by
Belhelvie ; on the E. by Foveran; on the N. E. by Logie
Buchan and Ellon. The general appearance of the coun-
try is pretty flat, with fmall eminences or little hills, co-
vered with thort grafs. The foil is in general a deep loam,
with 2 confiderable proportion of wet ground, partly on 2
clay bottom. There are fmall Greams of water in the val-
leys, from which the lands rife gently on each fide, and
are tolerably fertile. The air is healthy. A guesare fcarcely
known, There are quarries of grasite for building, and
abundance of ftones in the fields. At Pitmedden there is
a Timeftone quarry, which was formerly wrought, but now
difcontinued, on account of water breaking in upon it.
Upon the Mains of Udny, is another. The lime is fold at
18. 43 d. the boll flacked lime, confifting of 4 firlots, 33
Stirling pints in each. The demand for this lime, will be
principally from the diftri& of Garioch, where they have
no lime-quarries. The Englith fhell lime fold at New-
burgh at 2. 8 d. the boll, yielding 3 bolls flacked, is found
by the farmers here to be much cheaper.

Population—~The numbers of the people, according to
Dr Webfter, were 1322. The amount of the prefent po-
pulation, in January x791, is 1x37 fouls; of whom, s72
males, 566 females.

Birtbs,
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Births, Marriages, and Burials, for the laft five years.

Births. Marrisges. Burials.
Years. Males. Females. Sum. Parithioners. Strangers
1786 | 11 7 18 6 iz 20
1787 13 13 26 6 7 9
1788}) 8 12 20 6 15 13
1789} 7 7 14 15 10 17,
1790 | 14 11 2§ 6 17 19

P s3 1 so lxo3] 39 | 60 | 8
Average, 20. | Aver.8. | Average, 12.

By the above lift, the annuul average of births, is 20.
But as parents fometimes negle& the regiftrating their
childrens names, it may be called 22, '

. Probably 3 more may be added to the average of bu-
rials, on account of fome parithioners here being buried in
different church-yards ; fo that the anmual average of
deaths, of parifhioners, is'x [

The number of fouls under 1o years of age, is about
202; from 70 to 80, about 23 ; from 80 to go, 5. 986
are of the Eftablifhed Church; 107 Epifcopalians; 35 Se-
ceders; 4 Quakers; and 5§ Roman Catholics. Number of
inhabited houfes, 259 ; about 4% perfons to each. No towns
nor villages. There are 11 heritors, 32 of whom only re-
fide; 9 thoemakers, 10 fmiths, 4 tailors, 7 wrights, 4
weavers, 2 mafons, 1 flater, who are employed in work-

* ing for the inhabitants of the parith, have crofts of land,
and are confequently in part occupied in hufbandrys The
other inhabitants are farmers, and their fubtenants. The
population feems to be lefs than it was fome years ago.
In 1468, there were about 1116, above 7 years of age; in

1780,
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1780, 1034 ; in Janusry 1791, only goo. As peats and
turf are the ufual fuel, I afcribe this diminution to the ma-
terials becoming fcarcer ; from which feveral of the fub-
tenants have removed to the neighbouring parithes, and
particularly to Aberdeen, where the different manufaftures
cftablithed there, afford them occupation. The proportion
of annual births, taking the average of § years to the
whole population, January 1791 is as 1'to 52 nearly; of
annual marriages, as 1 to 142; of annual deaths, as 1 to
76. In sutumn 1790, a putrid ulcerous fore throat, in
this and fome neighbouring parifhes, proved fatal to many,
as appears by the above lift of burials for that year.

" Agriculture, ¥c.~—The late proprietor of the lands of
Udny, who was one of the Commiffioners of Excife, was
perhaps the firft gentleman in this part of the country, )
who raifed abundant crops of red clover and turnips upon
his fields. His farm here, of above 400 acres, he im-
proved at a very confiderable expence. From 200 to 2 50
acres are inclofed by a neat ftone fence, two rows of elms
of beeches, and a hawthorn hedge. He reared riding
horfes of an excellent breed, and cattle of a much larger
fize than fuch as were in this country formerly. Ter or
twelve cattle were ufually fattened by the turnips, and fold
for the Aberdeen market yearly.—The refiding heritors
occupy part of their own grounds, on which they are car-
rying on improvements. One of them has a fmall farm in
excellent order, producing abundant crops of grain, fown
grafs, and turnips of an excellent fort, and carly. Anc-
ther heritor, who occafionally refides, has improved his
eftate¢ at a confiderable expence. It is now inclofed by
ftone fences, and produces abundant crops of grain, and
large quantities of hay. The valued rent of the parith is
L. 5831 Scots; the real rent, about L.2100 or L.2200

Sterling.
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Sterling, partly paid in viGual, partly in money. Infield
land, in fmall parcels, lets at L. 1 the boll’s fowing ; mea-
dow, at 7s. or 8s.; outfield, from 2s. to 4s.; but in
large farms, the rent is not near fo high. The lands are in
general uninclofed. Property, in land, has not thifted
much for fome time. Thirty years purchafe, when the
eftate is low rented, is the common price. Barley, oats,
peafe, turnips, potatoes, clover and rye grafs, with fmall
quantities of lint, are the produions of the parifh. There
are very few trees. At Knapornay, and upon the Mains
of Udny, are fome inclofures of Scotch fir, fit for nfe. At
Udny, are athes, elms, beeches, and planes, of confiderable
fize. Thofe few proprietors who refide in the parith, and
12 or 13 of the farmers, have fields of fown grafs and tur-*
nips. They purchafe lime for their grounds, and have a
pr.oper rotation of crops; but among all the others, the
old mode of farming prevails, viz. Each year they manure
with the dung of their cattle one third of what is called
infield ground, in which bear is fown; then follow two
fucceflive crops of oats, by which means the ground is never
cleaned of weeds. They fold their cattle on the outfields,
and take 3 or 4 fucceflive crops of oats. The great pro-
duce of the parith is oats, made into meal by the farmers;
part of it is paid in rent to the proprietor of the land, and
the remainder fold at Aberdeen. Much more grain is pro-
duced in the parifh than is annually confumed in it. The
farms are univerfally thirled to a mill, and obliged to pay,
fome the 1xth or z2th, many the 16th or 2oth part of the
produce to the tackiman of the mill, whether the corns
are carried to the mill or not.—Formerly there were 8o
ploughs in the parith. Ten or twelve oxen were then ge-
nerally ufed in a plough. Horfes being feldlom ufed, un+
lefs during fpring, after a fevere winter ; the farmers fome-
times then yoked their horfes in a plough. Now there aré
about
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about 20 farmers in the parith, who ftill ufe 10 oxen in
the plough; 10 or 51 farmers, ufe 6 or 8 oxen. The o4
ther ploughs are drawn by 4 horfes, or by 2 or 4 cattle,

with 3 horfes going before them. There are about 87
ploughs in the parith, in all.—Very few fheep are kept;’

mot having extenfive pafturage for them. The farmers

find it more praofitable to rear cattle. They all have cows;

and the butser of this parith has been long famous for its

exeellent quality. It is generally fold in the Aberdeen

maiket at 8 d. the pound, 28 ounces Avetdu_pois for the'
pound ; et falted for the inhabitants of Aberdeen, at that

price. The cheefe is fold there, from 4s. to § s. the floae,
28 pounds Englifh the flone. Cows of a middling fize,
generally yield of milk from 6 to 8 Scotch pints the day,
and their produce for a feafon (i. e. butter and cheefe) may
be .reckoned in value, from L.2 to L. 3 Sterling, from

each cow. Bome farmers have cows of a larger fize, which

give from 10 to 11 or 12 Scotch pints in.the day. One

‘keeps 14 large cows, the milk of which, after the cream

1s taken off, is fent every day to Abetrdeen, (8 miles di-
flant), and fold from 1 d. to 14 d. the Scotch pint. The

butter made from thefe cows, was 2 ftone weight the week,
and fold at 9d. the pound.—QOats are fown in the month

- of Match, and firft part of April, and reaped in September

and OQober. Bear is fown in April, and firlt part of May,
reaped the end of Auguft and month of Beptember. Tur-
nips are fown in the middle, or towards the end of June,
and ufed during winter. The parifh does much more than
fupply itfelf in provifions, befides meal and bear. Fat cat-
tle, a few theep, poultry, chiefly hens and ducks, are fold
at Aberdeen.

Prites, Wages, Fuel, Earmings, ©9c.—~The price of a hen
" of dack is from 8d. to rod.; eggs 3d. and 4d. the dozen,
Yer. 1V. X and
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and fometimes §d. or 6d.