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¥ HE most valuable materials for national his-
> tory have frequently to be sought for in
sources far different from the works of the
%/ general historian, whose pages are more
2 frequently devoted to the political than the
social position of the people, whose history
is the object of his labours. To obtain a
glimpse of their actual state under the existing institutions of a
particular period, we must examine them working out their
system of jurisprudence in legal pleadings; we must see them
engaged in their various professions and trades—in their pageants
and sports,—and we must be acquainted with their manners and
dress. It is almost in vain to expect in ordinary histories an
accumulation of incidental facts bearing on all such points,
although these are to be regarded in proportion as they have
incorporated in them such disjointed facts, as a reference to the
chronicles, judicial proceedings, familiar epistles, and fragmentary
relics of past times will amply afford.

The records of the Burgh of Aberdeen present us with a greater
combination of these than is gemerally to be found in similar
sources; and their historical importance has long been acknow-
ledged by those who have had access to them.
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cept for that of lords and free tenants, for which last not more than
30d. was to be given. The wool of Mar and the Garioch was not
to exceed in price 30d. Whoever paid more than these prices was

to be fined 20s. for each offence, and lose his liberty within burgh
for a year and day.

Occasionally a qualified permission is given to buy at any price,
thus :—

Et memorandum quod quilibet est liber ad emenda. infra Marr pro quocunque precio pro quo
voluit et ly Marr contin. a Monymusk et Kege et Forbes australiter dovne the water of Donne ad
Abirden apon the su [syd] of that ilk watter.

And thir arr the sortis that arr outetane the Lord of Mar, Sir W. of Keth, the Bischop of
A[berden], the Abbot of Der, the Lord the Hay, Malcolm Marchell, S. Jon of Nevy, Andr. of Keth
pater, Sir Henry Preston, Thom. Brisbane, Alexr. Fraser of Percok.

And qwa sua brekis this ordenance, he sal pay x1 s. als oft tymes as he brekis it, how mekyll or
how lytil that euer he buyis within a sek of woll; and gif any excedis byand mar than a sett. of
woll agayn this ordenance, how oftymys he dois be sall pay iiii [s.] [Zbid., p. 382.]

These regulations would seem to indicate that the supply of |

* provisions and raw material had been very limited, and that it was

therefore necessary to repress the temptation which might arise of
buying up goods and retailing them at an inordinate profit.

It was also unlawful for a burgess to procure lordship against
his brother burgess, that is, to procure the influence of these «ex-
traneans” in their quarrells and causes. Thus it was statuted,

Quod quicunque vicinus ville vel inhabitans villam qui procurat dominos contra vicinum suum,
vel contra aliquem in habitantem villam, soluet qualibet vice qua sic fecerit, quadraginta solidos
sine remissione, pro tribus vicibus Etsi quarta vice fecerit, prinabitur a libertate sua penitus et
omnino. Kt si non habeat unde soluet dictam penam incarcerabitur per tres dies et tres noctes et
postea abuirabit villam pro anno et die. [Zbid., p. 387.]

And again,

That nane haff lord na lordschip othir na the king, the duke [of Albany], and the erll of Marr,
bot his aldirman and his baillies, under the said payne. (P. 389.)
In these turbulent times it became usual for the lesser barons,
and also for the burghs, to become the adherents of some powerful
nobleman, who, on the other hand, undertook the defence and main-
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tenance of his allies. The burgh of Aberdeen accordingly in 1462
granted their band of manrent to the Earl of Huntly, which narrates
that the earl had become bound to maintain and keep the town in
their freedoms and infeftments, therefore the burgh undertook to be

Lele and trew to the forsaid lorde erle, in counsale gif he askis ws efter oure wittis and knau-
lage, and kepe his counsale gif he chargis ws, and atour quhen it sall pleise the forsaid lorde to
cum to oure saide burgh with few persons or many, and to remain or pas quhen bim likis, we sal
at all oure gudely powere conserue and kepe him and his company within oure saide burgh, to tak
sic part with him in his defens as we wald do for the defens of oure awyn persons, kepand our al-
legeans til oure souerane lorde the king, and the fredomes of oure said burgh. Thir oure letteres
til enduir for al the termes of ten yeres fra the day and date of ye making of thaim. In witnes
of the quhilk thing, oure secrete sele to thir oure lettes is affixt, at oure burgh of Aberdene forsaid,
the xxday of Januare, the yere of God j= ccce sexte and twa. [Ibid., p. 22.]

An injury inflicted on the “ man” of a nobleman was resented as
much as if he himself had been the injured party. Of this a
curious instance occurs in the case between William of Cadiou and
Robert of Cullace.

The quhilk Mononnday, the courte affermyt, the said Will. comperit, and ane noble and mychte
lord the Erle of Avandale and the Constable, on the behalf of the said Robert, comperit and askit
the lawcht as tha did on the day before. And than Sir Alexr. of Irwyne, knycht, forspekar to the
said Williame, profferit that the said Williame suld acquite him be himself and otheris diuers per-
sones, that he wist nocht that the said Robert was man to the said Erle, nato the said Constable, na
that he come to this toun in thair company. And attour for the defaute that the said Will. had
made to the saidis lordis Erle and Constable, he put hym in thair grace, upon the quhilks the said
lord Erle and Constable, sen the thing was greue, tuk to be avisit upon his profferis, and with con-
sent of partis it was differrit be the saidis lordis Erle and Counstable, upon four dayes warnying,
the said Wylliame to compeir than befor the alderman and ballzeis in like maner as he comperit
this Mononnday, hawand the force and effecte that day as this day but fraude or gile. And at
this suld be fulfillit be the said Williame and the partis skathlace in the mentyme. Sir Alexr. of
Irwyne is cummyn a borch to the alderman and ballzeis. And at the saidis Williame and Joh. of
Cadiou, his cosyne, sal be skathles of the saidis lord Erle, and of the said Constable, and of the
said Robert, and of thar pairtie, but fraude or gile, the said Lord Erle and Constable arr becummyn
borowes to the saidis aldirmann and ballzeis.

. JaMYS OF DOUGLAS OF AVANDALE.
—[1bid., p. 395.]

It is frequently enjoined to burgesses that they should have their
weapons in their booths ready—

The said day, it was statut be the prouost, balzeis, and counsaile, that ale freman of this burgh
be weile bodyn and abilzet for weir in thair personis, ilkan efter thair degre and faculte, ilkan
hawand ane speir, ane bow, and ane targe, with vthir defensabile wapins, the speir contening v
eln and d., to remain within the towne for the resisting of thar ald inemeis of Ingland : and ilkan
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trar and quiet of our place, yhe wald asich gif yhe ocht aw hym, sa that hym nedit nocht in
tyme to cum til mak sic pvndyng and namly in our tovn, for he says it is previt dete that
yhe aw hym, and of lang tyme by gane; and gif yhe will adreis yhu to be at ony day
with hym for the knawlege of the forsaid thyngis, sends ws word, and we sal late hym wit,
and gif it langs ansuer we sal ger send it yhu, for we ar richt mykil haldyn to yhu, and als
til hym. God kepe yhur estate as we desir.

In those times, the limits of the jurisdictions conferred on indi-
viduals and communities were jealously watched.

In 1436, we find the Baillies of Kintore asserting their rights,
by repledging to their own jurisdiction a burgess on whom it was
attempted to fasten a claim in Aberdeen ;' and, in 1530, the Baillie
of the Bishop of Aberdeen had to obtain the licence of the
Baillies of Aberdeen before he could hang a thief convicted in the
Bishop’s court.”

These records present us with some curious particulars regarding
the hospitalities practised by the burgh in former times towards
the Scottish monarchs and their attendants. Beginning with the
propine of 100 merks to James II in 1455, we have another
to the welcome of the same monarch in 1448, of “tua tunnes of
Gascoune wyne, sax lichtis of iii stane of wax, and xii haf pundis
of scorchetiss, and falyheand tharof xii hale pundis.” James IV.
received a propine in 1492, and another in 1495. Again, in 1497,
when this active monarch performed a pilgrimage to the shrine of
St. Duthae, in Ross-shire, he passed through the town on his way
thither, and again, on his return southwards. On these occasions
he received a propine of wine and spicery. At the same time the
Lord Huntly received a pipe of wine, and the Lord Oliphant a gal-
lon of claret. The following ordinance which was passed at the
time will show the preparations which were thought necessary on
the occasion of the monarch’s stay in the burgh :—

o .
The said day, it was thocht expedient, statut, and ordanit, be the alderman, balzies, and con-

. 1 [Extracts, p. 393.] 2 [Ibid. p. 446.]
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sale, for the plesour of our souerane lordis hienes, his lordis and nobles of consale, that all
baxteris, brousteris, flesseris, fischearis, stabillaris, candillmakaris, cordonaris, tailzeouris, and
ale vtheris men of craftis within this burghe, be weil furnyst and bodyne in gud and sufficient
stuf, ilkan according to thair craftis and operacions, to the furnysing of our souerane lordis
hienes and his lordis, &c., for the space of xx dayis and forthir, alse lang as his hienes makis
residence within this burghe. In the first, all baxteris to haue bakin breid and flour reddy
to baik ; al broustaris to haue brovyne aile and grundin malt reddy to brew; al stabillaris to
to haue sufficient stabillis, hek, manger, corn, foder, and ale vther stuf according thairto; ale
flescheris to haue fresche flesche dailie and hourlie slane and to be sclane; ale fischearis to
haue fische redy, salt, pouderit, herde, and fresche quhen the wedder ansueris thairto; al candil
makaris to haue candile redy maide sufficient stuff; ale tailzeouris, cordonaris, and skinneris,
to haue werk maid, stuf reddy to mak, ilkane according to thair craft; al merchandis to haue
wax, wine, spicery, and vther merchandice reddy, to the furnesing of our souerane lordis hienes ;
and that al elding sellaris bring thair elding dailie and hourlie to the mercat.

In 1501, occurred the marriage of the king, for attending which
the minstrels of the town received £10 *to furnyss thame to the
passage witht the alderman and utheris honorabil nychtbouris.”
From another entry it would appear that they had been orna-
mented with a silver badge, having the town’s arms engraved on it.?

A tax was levied for the passage of “the best and wortheast of
the toun to the fest of oure soverane lordis marriage.”

In 1504, the king again received “sax par torchis, ane dusane
of prekats, iii dusne of syis of walx, ane dusane lib. of scorcheatis,
and alsmeikle wine as the master of the sellar plessis to tak till his
hienes.” He got a propine in 1507, and another in 1509.

In May, 1511, Margaret, the Queen of James, made a visit to
the town. On this occasion it was resolved to receive her Majesty
“als honorablie as ony burgh of Scotland, except Edinburgh, al-
lanerlie, and to mak als larg expensis thereapone as the prouest and
counsail diuis, for the honour of the towne and plesour of his gud
grace” Two hundred pounds were to be given to her Majesty ; and
the following ordinances were passed for the cleansing and beauti-
fying of the town.

. . . 'l. . .
Item, it was statut and ordanit, that all personis duelland uteucht the forgait in the baksteris,

1 [P. 71 2 [P. 73] 3 [Ibid.
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samony as salbe warnit and chargit therto and billit be the prouest and bailzies, furnys and
graitht the staris of the forgait with arres werk daily as efferis, under the pane of ilk persone that
beis requirit therto, and furnissing nocht the samyn of [ ] s. unforgevin, for the ressaving of
our souerane ladye the queyne.

Alusa it was statut and ordanit, that na swyne being within this brught, young nor auld, be
hauldin uteucht band of the forgait for ane fiftene dais, this day being runnyne, under the pane of
slauchter of the said swyne, escheting of thame, and banyssing of thame that aw the samyne, and
als that all the tovn be devoyen of the swn croffis, under the samyn pyane, betuixt this and Thuris-
day nixt to cum. o

Alsua it was statut and ordanit, that all maner of persone or personis that bringis ony byrkis,
holingis, gyrss, herbis, or ony vthir grene flouris, haf common passage, and sal haue fre mony and
redy siluer for the samyn. [P.70.] '

These notices of her Majesty’s visit derive additional interest
when taken in connection with the admirable description of the
Queen’s entry to Aberdeen on this occasion, given by our great
national poet Dunbar, who seems to have been a spectator of this
event. This was first printed in the recent edition of this
“makars” poems, edited by Mr. David Laing, to whom Scottish
literature owes so much, and as it is so intimately connected with
the subject of these remarks, there is little apology due for here
introducing it.

The Quenis Weeeption at Aberdein.

BLYTH ABERDENE, thow beriall of all tounis,
The lamp of bewtie, bountie, and blythnes ;
Unto the heaven [ascendit] thy renown is,
Off vertew, wisdome, and of worthines ;
He nottit is thy name of nobilnes,
In to the Cumming of Oure Lustie Quein,
The wall of welth, guid cheir, and mirrines :
Be blyth, and blisfull, burgh of Aberdein.

And first Hir mett the burgess of the toun,
Richelie arrayit as become thame to be,

Of quhom they chesit four men of renoun,
In gounes of velvot, young, abill, and lustie,
To beir the paill of velvet cramase

Abone Hir heid, as the custome hes bein ;
Gryt was the sound of the artelerie:

Be blyth, and blisfull, burgh of Aberdein.
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Ane riche present thay did till hir propine ;
Ane costlie coup that large thing wald contene,

Coverit and full of cunyeitt gold rycht fyne :
Be blyth and blisfull, burgh of Aberdein.

O potent PRINCESS, pleasant, and preclair,
Great caus Thow hes to thank this nobill toun,
That for to do The honour, did nocht spair
Thair geir, riches, substance, and persoun,
Thé to ressave on maist fair fasoun ;
Thé for to pleis thay socht all way and mein ;
Thairfoir, sa lang as QUEIN thow beiris Croun,
Be thankfull to this burgh of Aberdein.

In 1526, James V. paid his first visit to the town when it was
resolved to give him an “honest propyne,” which consisted of “sax
potionis of wyne, or the awal of the samyn, in stark mychty wynes
and small wynnis ; item, sax stane of wax, 84 lib. of scorcheatis,
tua sed mettis, foure chaldyr of collis.” The Lords of Council also
got a propine: “ Imprimis, the justice ane potioun of wyne, the
lord chancellor ane potioun of wyne, my lord of Angus ane potioun
of wyne.”!

Every craft was ordered to assist in decoring the town; and

nioreover,

The haill townn beand gaderit and conuenit within the tolbuith for the maist part, the prouest
exponit and schew to thame quhow that the kingis grace with his lordis of counsaill ar to cum in-
continent to this guid townn, to the haldin of ane justice ayre. Quhairfor he chargit all and
sundry the nychtbours of the said guid ‘townn, that nayne of tham sett thair luggenis and husis
to na maner of man quhill the kingis suriouris cum, that the townn may knaw quhat lordis and
men of guid cumis with him, and thairefter the luggenis and innis ma be sett to tham, bhe the awiss
of the prowest and consall, to ilk man efter his awin estat. And alsuay chargit the stabillaris that
thai graitht thair stabillis in the honestest fasion thai can; and that thai haue corne and fodder
to sell to furniss the said stabillis sa mony horss as thai will ressaue.

In 1541 the queen of James V. visited the town, when com-
missioners were appointed to « devyse a certain sowme of money,
for the decoring and preparing of this good toune again the quenis

1 [P. 115.]
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The hospitality of the town was not confined however to such
exalted personages. In 1508, the Bishop of Aberdeen [William
Elphinstone] received the following propyne :

The saide day, the prouest, ballieis, and counsale, ordanit and diuisit ane propyn in wyne, wax,
and spice, to my lord of Abirdene, as eftir follouis: In the first, tua puntionis of wyne cost nyne
lib. and iiii 8. to cary thame to my lordis place; item, iiii pece wax, price of the stane xviii s.,
maid in torchis and pricatis, for the makin of thame, iii s., for the treis makyn and savin, xviii d.,
for tua reuchteris to be the treis, xx d., for wekis, xviii d. ; item, ii dusane of scorcheatis, price
xlviiii s., } galloune of Maluasy, price iiii s. viii d., ane galone of claret, v s. iiii d., ane } galloune
of quhit wyne, price ii. s., to be pait of the rediast gudis of the toun. Seme of the haile, xvi lib.
iii s. viii d.

’

In 1522, they ordered “xii prekatts.of wax to be gevin my lord of
Abirden [Bishop Gavin Dunbar] now at his cuming, together with
xii bostis of skorcheatis, becaus there is na guyd wynnis now to
send to his lordschip.”
In 1528, the celebrated historian, Hector Boyis was the object
of their hospitality, when they
Consentit to propin Maister Hector Boyis to his maister ack in theologie, with ane townn of
wyne, gif he will bid quhill new wynnis cum hayme, or thane with tuenty lib. Scottis, to help to
by him bonatis, quhilk of thame he thinkis maist expedient, at his awin plesour. And the said

counsail to convein this day efter nowne, in the prowest innis, to se and devise quhar this mony
salbe esiast gottin.

It will have been remarked that Dunmbar’s poem describes a
mystery or pageant which was performed at the emtry of the
queen of James IV. to the burgh. Such performances appear
to have been favourite amusements in Aberdeen, and frequent en-
tries regarding the regulations to be observed by the performers of
them, occur in these extracts.

The first notice is in 1440, when the Abbot of Bon-accord, or,
as he is elsewhere termed, the Abbot out of Reason, known in
England as the Abbot of Unreason, and in France as the Abbe
de Liesse, received the admission dues of a burgess to defray his
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Notwithstanding of the honour attached to the office, it did not
always meet with respect ; for, in 1542, we find Alexander Kayn’s

wife accused

For the hawy strublens and vile mispersoning of Alex. Gray and Dauid Kintoir, lordis of
Bonacord, and thair company present with thame for the tyme, sayand common beggaris and
skafferis, thair meltyd wes bot small for all thair cuttit out hoyss, with mony oder inurious
vordis, unleful to be expremit, quhilk the sayd Alex. denyit; and thairefter it was funden be the
haill counsale, present for the tyme, that the said Alexrs wyff hed hevily strubled and misper-
sonit the saydis Alexr. and Dauid, and the remanent of thair company for the tyme, in maner
abown wrytin, quherfor he wes convict and put in amerciament of court, to forbeir in tyme
cumming, and amend as law will, and that wes geivin for dome, and the amendis tharof con-
tinuit to be modifyit eftirwart be the counsale. [P.180.]

From a petition presented to the council by the lordis of Bon-

accord in 1539, we acquire some idea of the nature of the office at
that time.

Qubarfor we exhort your M[ * ] that we hef the auld lowable vse, lang vsit and kepit
within this guid tovne, now in our tyme, lyk as it hes bene in our predecessoris tymes: that
is to say, all the yong able men within this guid towne to conwey ws euery Sunday and haly-
day, and wther neidfull tymes, aboulzeit as your M[ ] hes deuisit, and agit men to meit
ws at the crabstane or kirkyard; and thai that compeiris nocht, that we may poynd thame
conforme to the auld vse, or ellis mony of thame will nocht obey, &c. [P.160.]

In 1508 their title was changed into Robert Huyd and Litile
Johne.!

The attendants of these lords of the greenwood were to have
“thair arrayment made in grene and yallow, bowis, arrowis, brass,
and all uther convenient thingis according thairto, to pass with
Robyne Huyd and Litile Johne, all tymes convenent tharto, quhen
thai be requirit.”

They seem to have outlived the taste for such exhibitions; for,
in 1552, we are told that ¢ the lordis of Bonnacord, in tymes by-
gane, hase maid our mony grit sumpteous and superfleous banket-
ing, induring the tyme of thair regnm, and speciallie in May,
quhilkis wes thocht nothir profitabill nor godlie, and did hurt to

1 [P, 440.]
D
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This mode of sustaining their officials was not confined to the
minstrels, for we find that Sir Alexander Gray, chaplain of St.
Crispin’s and Crispinian’s altar, had a right to receive, as part of his
fee, diet during the week from seven of the “best and wortheast”
of the Cordwainers. As might have been expected, he does not
appear to have been well received on all occasions; for soon after
their mutual agreement had been made, he complained that his
employers had failed in the performance of their engagement, and
that he wanted his “fee and pairt of his dietis in the oulk,” on
which the eraft was ordered to fulfil their engagement, and to
“ sustene their said cheplane Lonestlie.”

The penance inflicted on offenders, previous to the Reformation,
was attended with some curious circumstances: thus, in 1539,
Margaret Porter, who was convicted for the strublens and mis-
personyng of Jonat Chesame, in calling of hir «“ commond vyld
freris hvyr that scho wes, that hes ane pek of lyis betuix the
shoulderis. I sell leid the to the place for the freir swervyt
the, quhar you tint the pendace of thi belt in the hie publict gett.”
For which

Thai ordanit that the said Margaret cum on Sunday nixt, within Sanct Nicolace hie kirk in
tyme of hiemes, cled in lynning claythis, with ane torche byrnand in hir hand, of thre pound of
vax, bair lyg, and thair, afor the powpytt, and the provest and gude men of this toune, reuoke
and agane say the forsaid vordis, and vtheris said be her of the sayd Jonat, and confess thame
verray false and vntrew, and sayd bot of malice and in ire; and to syt downe on hir kneyse as
said is, and ask the said Jonat forgyffance, and request the gud men of the towne to caus the said
Jonat to forgyf hir; and gif euer scho dois the maik in tyme cumyng, and beis convickit thairfor,
to pay x lib., vnforgyflin, to Sanct Nicholace vark, and als to fynd cautioun for the fulfilling of
the said mendis or scho duparte of the tolbuith. [P. 160.]

Again, in 1544, Symsoun Terwes and Ammorouse Tailzour were
convicted for the ¢ cuming to Sanderis Jaffray’s house on Sanct
Nicolace day at evin, at last was, vnder silence of nycht, at xij
houris of the nycht, or thairby, and seiking of the said Alex-
ander for his grit skaith, with ane aix and stanis, and casting of
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forme to their auld vse and consuetud.”! Again, in 1646, “all the
inhabitantis are enjoined to come at Pasche to the vicar to pay
their duty, conforme to the auld louabill vse of this guid toun.” 2

There are large contributions made occasionally for the or-
naments and vestments used by their chaplains, and many circum-
stances indicate their attachment to the existing system.

It would appear, indeed, from the king’s letters in 1525, that
the Reformed opinions had been insinuating themselves in some
parts of the diocese, as that document narrates :

Forsamekill as it is humelie meynit and schewin to ws be ane renerend fader in God, and our
traist consalour, Gawyne bischop of Aberdene, that quhare syndry strangearis and otheris within
his diocesy of Aberdene, has bukis of that heretik Luthyr, and favoris his arrorys and fals opinionys
incontar oure act of Parliament laitlie maid in our last Parliament: oure will is heirfor, and we
charge you straitlie, and commandis that incontinent thir our lettres seyne, ye publise the saide
act at all places neydfull, and tak inquisitione gyf ony persons be fundin within the sayde diocesy
of Aberdene that hes sic bukys, or fauoris sic arorys of the sayd Luthyr; and that ye confisk thair
gudis and imbryng the samyn to our wse and profitt, efter the forme of the said act, as ye will
ansuer tharapour. [P. 110.]

In 1543, at the request of the governor Arran, who at that time
was inclined to the reformed opinions, and had two friars to preach
to his own household, the council agreed “to gif the religiouse
men, Frer Iohnne Roger, and to Frer Waltir Thomsoun, his mar-
row, to their honest sustentacioun daylie, induring thair will, thre s.,
with ane honest chalmer, and that for their leill and trew lawtaful
seruice, to be done in preching and teching of the trew vord of
God, and thair daylie prearis for the estait of the lord governouris
grace, the commont weill of this realme and of this guid toune.”®

In 1544 we find seven of the citizens convicted for having com-
mitted some injury on the black friars; and, in the same year, the
lieutenant [Earl of Huntly] required that justice might be done on
two of the inhabitants, who were found guilty of “ hinging of the
image of St. Francis.”

1L [(P1-149.) 2 [P. 235.) 3 [P.189.]
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These things may indicate a change of feeling on the part of
some of the inhabitants, but the general tenour of the entries
would indicate that the attachment to the old system continued
unabated.

The Reformation, however, notwithstanding of this apparent
loyalty to the Romish Church, met with but little opposition on
the part of the inhabitants generally. The first notice of it in
Aberdeen occurs on 4th January, 1559, when the baillies ex-
plained that certain strangers and some of the townsmen “hes
enterit to the blakfreris and quhyt freiris of this toun and
spulzeit thair placis, and takin away the gere and gudis of the
samen, with the tymmar wark and insicht, togidder with the leid
of the kirkis, and now ar enterit apoun the ruiffis of the kirkis and
biggingis, and takand away the sklayttis, tymmer, and stanis thair-
of, applyand the samen to thair awin particular uses.” The baillies
therefore requested to know whether the town thought it expedient
to preserve these for «the commond weill of the toune, and spe-
cially for the furthsettin of Goddis glory, and his trew word and
prechours tharof; and that the toune may be the moir habill to
concur and assist for the defence of the libertie of the realme, ex-
pelling of strangeris, and suppressing of ydolatrye.” The assem-
bled townsmen, with one exception, authorized the treasurer of the
burgh to intromit with the friars places and property, for the pur-
poses above specified.'

In a few days, the treasurer explained, that he could not watch
so closely as was requisite for the preservation of the friar’s pro-
perty, “quhairthrow thair wald inlayk mekill thairof without dili-
gent attendance war takin thairto,” and four persons were elected
to “awayt on the doun taking and keping of the samen.” These

1 [P.315.]
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persons were also ordered to “ resayf in thair keeping the chalices,
silver wark, and ornaments of thair paroche kirk, quhill the toune
consultit quhat were expedient to be done thairwitht.”

On the 12th of January, the provost, Thomas Menzies,’ who had
been absent from the previous meetings, when these proceedings
were sanctioned, protested against them,

First, in respect that the begynning of the said distructioune and dissipatioun of the saidis
places wes done be certan particular personis, sum extranears and sum dwelling within the toune,
quharof the haill communite wes nocht participant, bot for the maist part war innocent and fre
of the said cryme ; and gyff the baillies and toune wald continew and compleit the distructioune
begun by wthers, and employ the residew of the saidis places in the towniss usis, the haill toun
vald be reput art and part, and participant of the said erym, and stand wnder the accusatioune
of the authorite thairfor, to the gryt hurt, damnage, and detriment of this burght, and the puir
innocent burgessis thairof ; secundlie, the sayds prechers war tollerat be permissioune of the
authorite, quhar and quhow thai plesit, quhill the tent day of Januar instant, be ane contract and
appunctment maid betuix the quenis grace and the principalis of the congregatioun, eftir the
said tent day is dissoluit and expyrit, and that the toune aucht nocht to mak expenssis on the
sustentatioun of precheors, bot the bischop aucht to mak the same, and find us sufficient
precheors quha resauis his duety thairfor, and sua to employ the townis commound gude in sic
waiss is contrar the commound weill of the toune, and aucht nocht to be allowit to the auditors
of the townis compts ; thairfor the said Thomas Menzes, prowest, for himselfand his adherentis,
dissentit to all distructioune and dissipatioun of the said kirks and places, and applying of the
same or ony part thairof in the uses of the toune, and siclik of employing or bestowing of the
townis commound gud or ony part thairof on the saids precheors; and he, as prowest, inhibit
Dauid Mar, thesaurar, to deliuer ony money or mak expenssis on the said precheors of the emo-
luments of the toune ; and protestit solemptly that he and his adherentis be nocht reput art, part,
nor participant of the saidis crymes, nor incur danger, damnage, nor skayth thairfor in tym
cuming ; upoun the quhilks he tuk act and instrument, in presens of the haill toune. [P, 318.]

This protest was adhered to by fifteen of the inhabitants, but no-
thing followed on it.

On the 11th March, 1559, it was resolved to support “ The Con-
gregation,” and a tax of £400 was levied to defray the expense of
forty men of war, who were to be sent to its assistance.

On the 16th June following, the chaplains of St. Nicholas Church
presented a supplication to the Council, making mention

That quhair thai ar suirly aduertist, and is notowrly knawin, that certane personis in to the

southt partis of Scotland hes interpryssit at thair awin hands, without ony ordor or consent of the

1 [The family of Menzies of Pitfodels continued to adhere to the Roman Catholic church till
the family became extinct, which happened on the death of the late John Menzies of Pitfodels,

without issue, in 1843.]
E
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authorite, to distroy kirks, religious places, and the ornaments and polacie of the same, thairfor
desyrand the prouest, baillies, and counsell to provyd the esiast way of remeid, as thai sell think
guid, for defending and mentening of thair said proche kirk, and preserving of the chalices, siluer
wark, kaippis, and ornaments of the same, and to put the same in suir firmance and keiping quhill
the said uproir and tumilt war put to tranquilite be the antient and wyse counsell of the realme.
Quhilk bill being red, and the contents thairof understand and considderit, the haill counsell
thocht expedient to transport the townis euidents furth of the kirk, and siclyk the grit oceryst,
chalices, siluer wark, and the maist coistly ornaments of the kirk, and to put the same in suir
firmance and keeping, and ane invitor to be maid thairupoune, and to intromett, preserue, and
keip the townis enidentis, nemit and chesit Thomas Menzeis, prouest, Dauid Mar, Maister Patrick
Ruyerfurd, and Walter Cullane, quhilkis accepit the said cuir and charge upoun thame. (P.323.]

On the 6th January, 1561, the whole “silver wark, brasin wark,
kaippis, and ornaments of their paroche kirk, were roupit, and the
grytest sum offerit for the same wes ane hundred fortie tua pound,
be Patrik Menzes for the keippis, xxi s. for ilk unce of silver, xvi
s. for ilk stane of brass, extending in the haill to the sovme of £540
money of Scotland. The silver wark and ornaments consisted of
the following articles :

Heir followis the inuitor of the said siluer wark and ornamentis : Item, imprimis, the eucharyst
of four pound and two unce of siluer; item, ane chalice of our lady of pity in the wowlt, nyn-
tene unce; item, our lady chalice of the sowth yill, nyntene unce and ane quart vnce; item,
Sanct Peteris chalice, fyftene vnce and ane half wnce ; item, tuo pair of censuris, of tretty aucht
wnce togidder witht four crowattis and ane litill schip of saxtene vnce and ane half; item, ane
chalice of Sanct Johnne the Ewangelist, thretty unce and ane half vnce; item, the hospitall
chalice, sewintene vnce and ane half; item, our lady chalice of brig cheppell, tuenty unce ; item,
Sanct Duthakis chalice, twelf wnce and ane quarter wnce; item, Sanct Nicolas chalice, thretty
nyne vnce and ane half vnce; item, Sanct Clementis chalice, tene vnce and ane quart vace ; item,
the Ruid chalice, saxten vnce, all of siluer ; item, ane keipe, ane chesabill, witht two tynnakillis,
haill fournist with reid weluet, flourit and indentit with gold; item, ane kaip of fyne claytht of
gold; item, ane kaip of claytht of gold, fresit with reid veluott; item, ane kaip and chesabill
witht tynnakillis, haill furnist of gold, fresit on grene veluott; item, two keipis of reid veluott,
orpheist with gold. [P.320.]

Thus quietly did the Reformed Church take the place of its pre-
decessor, in a place, too, where it has generally been supposed
that the latter was very firmly seated.

Some interesting notices are preserved of the state of anarchy
into which society had sunk in the early part of the sixteenth
century.

From an entry on 2d October, 1525, we find that Alexander
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Setoun of Meldrum, John Leslie of Wardes, William Leslie of
Balquhain, Alexander Leslie of that Ilk, and thair accomplices,
to the number of 80 spears or thereby, at the solicitation of John
Collisone elder, who was an inhabitant and burgess, attacked the
town under silence of night, and slew and wounded a considerable
number of the citizens. '

Some proceedings followed on this camisado, but the dispute was
settled by mutual arbiters; and in 1527, we find that Leslie of
Balquhain and Leslie of Wardes, in presence of the Lord Justice
and componitouris, became bound, for themselves and kin, that
the town should not be molested by them in time coming.’

The causes of this outrage have hitherto not been well under-
stood. From some of the ordinances and statutes enacted by the
community at the time, it appears quite clear that the disputes
took their rise from the interference of the country barons with
the elections of the provost, and other municipal officers of the
burgh, under the pretence of their having tacks of part of the
town’s freedom-lands, and also being homorary burgesses of the
town. These statutes are contained in a volume (apparently the
original manuseript) now in the General Register House at Edin-
burgh, (where it was recently discovered,) which, as appears from
another entry, was called the town’s “ Buk of Statutis.” In this
volume alone many of the statutes passed by the community in the
early part of the sixteenth century are to be found, as they were
not engrossed in the Council Register. On 26th May, 1525,

The haill body of the guid toune, renoluand and considerand quhow thair honorable progeni-
touris hes leuit as the kingis frie burgesses thir mony yeiris bygane, past memorie of man, quhen
thai haf bene diuers and mony tymes inuadit boytht be lordis and gentilmen in the contreth, be-
lewand to haf the superiorete of thame be way of electioune of thair prowest, intending thairby to
haif subdeuit the haill communite to thame and to thair houses, for quhair the beid is ontrune
the memberis may nocht guidley resist ; and quben honourablie to thir our dait our said progeni-

1 [P.111] 1 [P. 115]
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touris hes defendit this guid toune at liberalitie, frie of thraldome and of all thirleth, and now it
is belewit and dreid that certane of the nichtbouris intendis at this tyme intysing of the provest to
inbring gentilmen to landwart, qubilk hes bene our guid freindis, be senister informatioune, to
stop the nichbouris of the toune of thair electioune, quhilk thai and thair forbiaris hes haid past
memorie of man, as said is, becaus now thair the assedatioune to set, thinking thairby to subdew
this communitie to thame.l

Therefore it was provided that any person bringing in any “ out-
landis” man to stop the community in the free election of their
provost, should lose his freedom of the burgh, and be unable to in-
joy any office of honour among the burgesses thereafter, « Sua that
we may leif all the kingis frie burgesses, ready to do him seruice at
his grace command, and able to him sted and pleasour, as notable is

knawin to every man of guid in the contretht.”

And gif thair be any gentilman to landuart that ar burgesses of this guid toune, nor
hes menit nocht within the sam, nor yet scottis, lottis, walkis, nor wardis within this guid
toune, bot in tyme of cheising of thair provest thai sal haif no woit amangis thame, nor sal
cum nocht within the tolbuith to stop our frie electioun, and gif thay do that, thai sal haif
no place, and thair wottis sall stand na sted; and inlikwayis thai ordanit that the provest and
ballies of this instant yeiris keep and defend thair tolbuith to the chesing of thair new pro-
vest, sua that na man cum thairin except induelleris of the said burght, nor haif wot nor entres
amangis thame, in tyme cuming of thair said electioune.

On the last day of September, the above statute was ratified
and approved by the whole town, ‘na maner of persone, small nor
gryt, in na degree opponand nor sayand in the contrar, except
Iohne Collisone elder, and certan of his complices, to the number
of [ ] quhilkis opponit and said that gentill men of landuart,
gic as the lairdis of Drum, Wardes, Balquhyne, and Meldrum, suld
have thair wottis.” 2

John Collison, having been thus thwarted in his projects, appears
to have then concerted the disloyal attack on the burgh before

noticed, thinking that, as he could not obtain the influence of those

1 [Buk of Statutis.]
3 [The following note occurs in the Book of Statutes in a different hand : “It is to remembes
this John Colesoun had the lard of Drums brother to his son in law, and Balquhaine and Warder

to his wyffes sonnes, and Meldrum to his wyffis bruder. Ane ambesowus proud man was this
John Colesoun.”]
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lairds, whose votes he wished to be received in the election of the
provost, in a peaceable way, he might attain his end by rougher
methods. The armed attack of the barons took place immediately
after the day for the annual election of the provost and magistrates.

There had been for some time a feud between the town and
the gentlemen of the name of Forbes in the county ; and on 10th
July, 1521, we find statutes passed, in which it is said that the
provost “exponit the grit damnag, skayth, crwell spoulze, and
havy oppressioun, doune to him, to dyverse vtheris nychthouris
of the said burgh, and to the lands subdewit to thair commvnity,
sic as destructioun of thair cornys, bayth one field, out of stakis,
and barnis, breking and doune casting of thair cruiffis on the water
of Dovne, spoulze of thair movabill guidis, and hereing of thair
purtenentis be Johne Lord Forbes, and his complessis, with con-
uocatioun of the kingis legis, command in the said burght vnder
trast, with ane noble and mychty lord, Alexander Erll of Huntlie,
regent and luftennand to our souerane lord, of the northt of Scot-
land, the aucht day of Julii instant™ It was therefore ordained
that every.inhabitant should have ready his jak, splent, knapschaw,
with axe, sword, spear, halbert, and other fencible weapons; also,
that no strangers should be admitted into the burgh without a rigid
serutiny. On the 12th of that month, the council resolved to
complain to the king and ask redress of the

Gret oppressioun and cruell spoulze dovne to the said burght, fischingis and fredomis of the
samyn, be Johne Lord Forbes and his complices, and to impetrat our souerane lordis lettres in the
stratest forme, and vnder the heast and greatest paine that thar can be gottin . . . for lawbourris
to be had of the saids Lordis Forbis, his kin and frendis, that the said burght, induellaris of the
samyn, thar landis and gudis, salbe harmles and skathles of him and thame, and all that thai may
latt, swa that the said nychtbouris may leif vnder the kingis pace, as merchandis and craftismen,
to serue his grace within the realme, and to be exemptit fra ane nobill and michti lord Alexander
Erll of Huntlie, regent and luftenand of the north, for causes, &c., and to that effect has ordanit
ane mandet to be maid on the straitest forme, and has ordanit the statutis maid be thame the said

1 [Buk of Statutis.]
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day, quhilk ar contenit in thair buk of statutis, to be ingrossit in perchment, and baith the said
procuratory and statutis to be sellit with thair commond seill, quhilk thai haue chargit the
keiparis of the samen do, as thai will answer to tham thare apone.l

For the protection of the provost, the council

Apprevit the furth taking of thar artellery and powder be Gilbert Menzes his frendis and ser-
uandis out of the cheppell of the hill, for the defens of his hous and gudis, and in defence of the
said toune and thar fredomis in all tyme to cum.2

In 1522, James Forbes of Auchintoul, one of the clan, took and
imprisoned a burgess of the town under silence of night, “ he beand
in the kingis seruice,” for which violence complaints were made to
the governor and lords of the realm.’

Lord Forbes, the head of the house, had been in the way of
receiving from the town an yearly propyn of a tun of wyne, for his
aid in protecting the salmon fishings on the Dee and Don. This,
however, had been refused by the town, and, as it appears, for a
very sufficient reason.

The said day, the haile tovne present for the tyme, all in ane voce disassentit that thar be ony
pensioun in tyme cummand gevin to the Lord Forbess, or till ony vtheris for the keping of thair
vatteris, becauss thai ar informit that thai that suld be keparis of the saym, are principale de-
stroyars and feschars of thame in vndew tyme ; protestand solemptlie, that gif ony sic pensioun
be takin in tyme cuming, that it be haldin as reif and blak mail, and for remeide of law, quhen
tyme and place may be fundin oportune. [P.136.]

The answer of the town to a demand of his lordship’s for this
yearly pension is exceedingly graphic.

My lord, we commend us to your lordschip with al hartlie seruice quhom pleis wit, we haue
seen ane writin send be your lordschip to our prouest, to be schawin to vs, with certan cred-
dence, be your lordschip seruand, Robert Lumisdaill, quhilk writins and credence we haue con-
siderit and avisit with. And to the first, quhar your lordschip desirs pamint of ane tun of
wyne, sua that it is we promest your lordschipe the said tovne of wyne for wyther causs than
your lordschipe credence baris. Pleis your lordschipe, gif ws your band, wud your seill and
subscriptioun, to caus the blak fische be keipit in vndew tyme, and to puneis the slaaris
tharof be justice, be our souerane lordis auctorite, quhilk your lordschipe hes and sal haue
agane, gif neid beis; and, as was promest, yhur lordschipe sall haue our band, quhilk is liand
in our clerkis handis, to the tyme your lordschipis band cum to this effect, as was commond.
That beand done, your lordschipe sal haue our said band and thankful pament yerlie, sa lang
as your lordschipe keipis ws your band to that effect. My lord, quhar your lordschipe desiris

1 [Buk of Statutis.) 2 [Council Register, vol. x., p. 335.] 3 {Ibid, p.102.]
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this wyne for ane tytil ye haue to ane half nettis fisching of Done; my lord, in guid faith,
we kene nocht that euer your lordschipe had ony titill or rycht thairto, and as for ws we
ar oure small mene to hald ony thing fra your lordschipe ye haue rycht to; and for ws we
will neuer gif your lordschipe ony thing for ony tytil or rycht your lordschipe hes to ony
watter amangis ws. And quhar your lordschipe desiris ws to be kind to your lordschipe, as ye
haue bene to ws in times bygane, my lord, we thank your lordschipe of kyndnesse bigane, and
prayis your lordschipe to perseuere in tym cuming, for we sal euer desserue the samyn at your
lordschipe, be Goddis grace, quhom haue your lordschipe in keiping, at your maist nobill hartis
desire. Of Aberden, the xx day of May, [1530].

A few months after this, viz., in July, 1580, Alexander Forbes of
Brux and his accomplices attacked the town. The citizens took
arms and repelled the invaders, driving them to the Greyfriars
place, where they were besieged for {wenty-four hours. A servant
of the laird of Brux and some of the citizens were killed, and a
good many on both sides were wounded. The magistrates com-
plained to the king for this outrage, and the Forbeses prompted a
trial of the provost and several of the principal citizens before the
Justiciary Court, as the alleged transgressors. From this charge,
however, they were acquitted; and letters from the king were
directed to the Sheriff of Aberdeen, requiring him to exact caution
from most of the name of Forbes, that the town should be « skaith-
less at their hand in time cuming.”!

In consequence of these « cruell slauchters, murthers, and op-
pressionis done to thame and to thair nichtbours be gentlemen of
the cuntre” the former statutes, requiring the citizens to have their
armour ready, and to provide for watching the town, were re-
newed. The ordinance on this latter head is as follows:

And, attour, it is statut and ordanit that thair be feit four personis: that is to say, tua to the
stipill of the tolbuitht, and tua to Santt Nicholace stepill, and thar to remayne eurilk day, sa lang
as day licht lastis ; and thair to spy quhat maner of [persons] on fut or on hors, to quhat nomer
or quhat get thai cum to the toun. And the watch that beis in Santt Nicholass stepill to haue ane
waif or tua within the samyn; and quhen he seis ony man cummand to the toun ridand, gif their
be bot ane, gif bot a knell with the bell, and gif thair beis tua, tua knellis ; and gif thair beis
mair, ay as he can nomer them, sa mony men as he jugis, to gif'sa mony knellis. And gif thai be
sa mony that he cannot guydlie tell thaim, than to knell ay continuall; and quhowsone the watch

1 [P.137.]



xxxviil THE EDITOR’S PREFACE.

in the tolbuitht heiris him knelland continuall and fast, than he sall jow the comond bell, ay and
quhill the toune be in thair geir and harness. And the watch that beis in Sanct Nicholace stepill,
to pyt on the waiffs that he hes, to the part of the toun he seis thame cumand to, sua that it may
be knaw quhat port and art of the toun thai cum to.

As to arms, “ every craftismen was to haif his wapin; that is
to say, dense aix or halbert besyd him in his wirkin house, and
quhan he passis to the gait, to turss the samin in his hand, or ellis
sum fensabill wapin on his persoun, swa that thai be abill at all
tymes to debate thame selff and thair nichtbouris, and this guid
toun.” !

A request made about this time by the king, on behalf of Patrick
Forbes, for a lease of the lands of Ardlair, which had beenr mortified
by Bishop Gavin Dunbar for upholding the bridge of Dee, and of
which the magistrates were the managers, presents a curious pic-
ture of the unhappy state of the country, under the system of mis-
government which prevailed. The answer of the town to the king’s
request, which was refused, was undoubtedly dictated by the great
evils which had arisen to the burgh from granting tacks to the
country barons, and thus giving them a pretext for interfering with
the internal polity of the burgh. It bore,

That the landis of Ardler war gewin for the ouphald and mantenyng of the said brig, quhilk
is the commoun weill of the haill countre; and thai landis ar circuit betuixt the landis of the
Forbessis and the Lesleyis, quhilkis of auld hes bene in greyt innimite,2 and thai bayth desiris
to hef entres of the saidis landis. And schir, gif ather of thaim gettis entes thairto, thai sell in
schort tyme thaireftir appropir the samyn to tham and thairis, and suld be accasioun of renewyng
of the auld displesur done amangis thame, and we callit the occasioneris thairof. Qubarfor,
schir, your graces haill toune of Aberdene, beyng conuenit in the tolbuith of the samyn, and
cirenlarly inquirit, all in ane voce, dissentit that thai landis suld be sett to other Forbes or
Lesly, or to ony vther gentillman, for the causis forsaid; but allanerlie, to husband men,
laboraris of the ground, that wald gif maist thairfor, to the vttermost profyt of that commoun

1 [Buk of Statutis.]

2 [“And in the north partis also—thair was in the shyre of Aberdene gryt and scherp weris
betuix the two sirnames of the Lesleis and the Forbesses and thair frindes and assistariis, and
sindry scharp skarmisheis with great slauchter boith of barones gentlemen and commones quhilk
continewit mony yeires almaist during the kingis les aige quhill at last thay wer aggreit be the
labouris of the principalle noble men of the realme and lordes of the counsall.” The History of
Scotland, from the death of King James I. in the year M.cccc.xxxvi. to the year M.D.LX1. By
John Lesley, Bishop of Ross. ILdin. 1830.]
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wark ; and instantly thai chesit certane commissaris to sett the saidis landis, quhilkis hes sett the
samyn to husband men, laboraris of the ground, for fywe yeiris ; and this wes done afor your nobill
graces vryting com till ws ane lang tyme. Schir, our haill beleif is, ye will hef mair respect
and desire to the mantenyng of the commoun weill of sic ane commoun werk, then to ony ane
of ws particularly. Forthir, schir, our self and all that we heff are reddy to fulfill quhat it sell
playse your nobill grace to charge, as knawis God, quhome be keipar of your grace, at your
maist nobill hartes desir. At Abirdene, the sewint day of Februar. Sic subscribitur, ve your
graces puir and humill seruandis prowest, balzes, and consale of your burgh of Abirdene. [P.152.]

Again in 1558 the Earl of Huntly made a similar request for a
tack of these landis in favour of William Leslie, son and apparent
heir of John Leslie of Balquhaine, in regard to which

The haill communite of the said brught being particularlie, euery man be himself, votit and
inquyrit thairupoun, be the ordour of the suit rol, all maneir of persone refusit allanerlie to gif
the said William Leslie ony tytill, tak, tolleranss, or intres to the saidis landis; bot the same
to be sett in tak to tennents, lauborars of the ground, haldan and followand the pleucht with thair
awin hands, to be haldyn immediatelie of the toune, for payment of sic mayll and dwety as the
toune as thai sell condiscend and appunct thairupoune ; and na lord, laird, nor burgess to haf ony
tak or intres thairto, bot onlie the laborars of the ground with thair awyne hands, as said is, con-
forme to the act and ordinance mayd be the haill toune thairnpoune obefoir, quhilk thai var
suorn and oblist to obserff, as the said act purports, of the dayt the sevint day of October, the
yeir of God jm_ve xlvij yeirs. [P.307.]

Some statutes on the subject of swyne and middings do not im-
press us with an exalted idea of the cleanliness of the town in

former days.

That na swyne be hauldin within this burgh, vteuche band in somer seasoun for destroying of
the cornis, fra the tyme the cornis be sawin quhill it be schorne and led. Alse, that all swyne
croiffis maid apone the forgait, under stairis, and wther plaicis, be destroyit, and cassin doune;
and that nane presuppene to mak ony sic croiffis in deformite of the King’s gait in tyme to cum
under the pane of viii s unforgevin; and that na swyn be hauldin ¢n fyre housses on the nicht for
danger of fyre, under the samen pane.

Item, that all the swyne within this tovnn be removid and devidit of the tovnne, or ellis haldin
and kepit fast in houssis, within x1viij houris efter, vnder the pane of eschaeting of thame that
beis fundin gangand one the gait thairefter, to be disponit to the folkis in the Linkis, as the
bailzeis and counsale sall think expedient. ?

Elikwiss, it is deuisit and ordanit that thair be oppin proclamatioun maid, &c., that all myd-
dingis now lying on the hiegait throw all the townn, that thai be removit and put away within viii
dayis heirefter : certefeing all and sindrie the inhabitantis and tennentis of the landis, quhom
befoir the said myddingis lyis, that, an thai dycht [nocht] cleng, and mak the kingis gait woyd of
the samyne, thai sall be cassin in at thair yettis and durris, and thai to fall in danger of ane vnlaw

of viii s. vnforgevin, but ony fauoris.1

It is not perhaps to be wondered at, that there should be so

1 [Buk of Statutis.]
F
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many entries on the subject of remedies for the pest and other di-
seases, which must have found everything prepared for their ra-

vages.

Item, that diligent inquisitioun be takin of ale infect personis with this strange seiknes of
Nappillis, for the sawetie of the toun ; and the personis beand infectit therwith be chargit to keip
thame in ther howssis and vther places, fra the haill folkis.

The said day, it was statut and ordanit be the alderman and consale for the eschevin of the
infirmitey cumm out of Franche and strang partis, that all licht weman be chargit and ordanit
to decist fra thar vicis and syne of venerie, and al thair buthis and houssis skalit, and thai to pas
and wirk for thar sustentacioun, vnder the payne of ane key of het yrne one thar chekis, and
banysene of the toune.

Item, that nayne infeckit folkis with the seiknes of Napillis be haldin at the common fleschouss,
or with the fleschouris, baxteris, brousteris, ladinaris, for sauete of the toun, and the personis
infectit sale keip thame quyat in thar housis, zhardis, or vther comat placis, quhill thai be haill
for the infectioun of the nichtbouris.l

The first notice of a doctor isin 1503, when the Town agreed to
give him a yearly pension of ten merkis, on his agreing to make
personal residence within the burgh “and cum and vesy tham that
beis seik, and schow tham his medicin, on thar expensis.” *

The following ordinances are illustrative of some ancient cus-
toms:

A statute made on the 26 May, 1525, by the command and council of ane right woirschipfull clark,
Mr. John Dingwall, protinnoter apostolick, arsdiacone of Cathenes, persoun of Strathbrock,
chancellor of Aberdene, and wiccar of the samen.

The said day, it was statut and ordanit be the provest, ballies, and consell of this guid tounne,
all in ane woce, with consent and assent of all the singers of the queir, quhilkis ar the tounis feallis,
that is to say, Sir Andro Cowper, SirWilliam Cowper, Sir Thomas Bevyng, Sir Johne Cuming, thar
organster, Sir Dauid Loremar, chaplanis ; William Strathauchin and Gilbert Robertson, clarkis, for
continuall wphalding, mentenance, and keiping of guid service within the said queir, to the laud and
gloir of God, the blissit evangel, and thair patroun, and all sanctis, that all the singaris forsaid
sall wphald and keip continuallie all dewyne seruice usit and wont, within the said kirk, and in
speciall, dayle mess, mating, and ewing sang, boyth feriall dayis and festiuall dayis, except that
the said Sir Johne Cuming, for teaching of the said scuill, and the said Gilbert Robertson for
his study, ar apportionat, on feriall dayis, quhane thair is na [ ] proper scoleis, allanerlie
to depart fra mass at the laudis, and fra the chaplane at the ewing song, for the cause befoir
expremit, and quha that beis fund absent sal pay for ilk falt, on the feriall days ii d., on the haly
day four pennies, and in ilk principall fest viii d. vnforgiven, quhilkis faltis salbe present to the
maister of the kirk wark, collectit and wptakin be him euery quarter, and disponit be the saidis

1 [Buk of Statutis.] 2 [P. 341.]
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wicar and consellis awyse to the keperis of the said seruice or to what vther meritor wark thay

think speidfull, and quhe that cumis to the queir, and will nocht sing, or that beis notit haldan -
tauk in the samen, salbe reportas absent. Item, the toune consentis that Sir Johne Cuming be

pardonit fra matingis one feriall dayis, quhane he is teiching the sang scuil, and quhane he is

nocht teiching the said skuole, then his faultis be wrettin with vtheris, and that his conscience be

examinat ther [anent] euerilk sanct day.

Item, it is statut and ordanit, and for act perpetuall ratefeit and apprewit be the prowest,
baillies, and consal of this guid toune, all in ane voce, that fra thyn furth quhene thair hapins ane
man of guid that hes borne office within the towne to deceiss, or of the consall of the toune de-
ceiss, the segister that beis for the tyme sall ring all that nicht and, till his dirige, and salbe mess,
and sall haif thairfor vi s. viii d.: and gif thair deis ony substantious freman within this burght
fra thyne furtht, that the said segistar sall ring his mening but thryse, and at his dirage salbe
mess, and sall haif thairfoir fywe s.; and quhen thair decessis ane craftisman within this burght,
the segster to ring bot to his sawill mess, and to haif thairfoir iiii s.; and that thai haif for thair

The saide day, the alderman, balyeis, and diuerss vtheris of the consale present for the tyme,
grantit to Mabuys belman xx s. to by him ane pee for to pass ilka Mononday throucht the toune,
in the morning, to name and pray for the saulis gevin him in bile, as vyss and wont is, and has
bene tymes bigen. [P. 427.]

There are many incidental notices of political personages and
events scattered throughout the volume. Among others are those
relative to the government on the minority of James II.—to the
Earl of Mar, brother of James ITI.—the death of James ITI.—
and Perkin Warbeck.

The lists of furniture, clothing, weapons, dress, culinary instru-
ments, and articles of merchandise, with their value in money at
different periods, which are to found throughout the volume, con-
tain much valuable information for a comparison of the state of
the country at different eras. The numerous assizes of all kinds
of grain, ale, wine, and provisions, are valuable for a similar reason.

On the whole, it is hoped that the selections now printed will
be regarded as no inconsiderable addition to already existing ma-
terials for a history, not merely of the locality to which they more
immediately relate, but of the people of Scotland.

The Editor takes this opportunity of acknowledging the courtesy
of John Angus, Esq., the City Clerk, and a member of the Council
of the Club, who, on all occasions, afforded a liberal and ready
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uenerint Duncanus petit cancellarius ecclesie Aberdonensis salutem in 10th October,
omnium saluatore Quia ad dignitatem cancellarie predicte collacio be- 1418
neficii Magistri Scolarum burgi de Abirdene pleno jure mnoscitur perti-

nere et idem nunc de facto vacat per mortem Andree de Syves quondam

vicarii de Bervy vltimi magistri scolarum predictarum honesto viro prouido

et discreto magistro Johanni Homyll michi per prepositum et communi-

tatem dicti burgi in pretorio suo presentato ad beneficium antedictum et
examinato de sua sufficiencia diligenter repertoque eciam bone vite lau-

dabilis conuersationis et honeste magne literature et sciencie propter quam
scienciam non immerito in artibus graduatur suis meritis exigentibus per
donacionem birreti! mei contuli beneficium antedictum ipsum in coporalem

et realem possessionem eiusdem inuestiendo sibi pro toto tempore vite

sue remansuro Supplicans omnibus et singulis quorum interest vel inter-

esse poterit ac autoritate michi in haec parte commissa percipiens atque
mandans quatenus predicto magistro Johanni in omnibus et singulis dictum
beneficium suum concernentibus pareant obediant et intendant sub omni

pena que competit in hac parte Datum sub sigillo meo apud Aberdon
decimo die mensis Oectobris anno domini millesimo quadringentesimo de-

cimo octauo.

4th October, 1434.

Item, eodem die frater Johannes minister domus beate Trinitatis infra
burgum de Aberdene protestatus fuit pro vno annuo redditu triginta de-
nariorum debito sibi de vna terra jacente in vico de ly Grene inter
terram Willelmi de Coutis senioris ex parte australi et vnam terram
vastam ex parte boreali ad quam accedens nichil reperit distringibile
preter - terram et lapides quos presentauit in curia coram balliuis tan-
quam tertio die processus Testibus dicto Willelmo de Coutis Johanne
Cameron burgense huius burgi et Malcolmo dicto dakir seriando burgi.

Item, predictus frater Johannes minister domus predicte protestatus
fuit pro vno annuo redditu quinque solidorum sibi debito de vna terra
jacente in vico nauium dicti burgi inter terram Roberti Gillespy seni-
oris ex parte orientali et terram Willelmi Huntar ex parte occidentali

L [“ Birretum. A covering for the head.”” A large Dictionary by Thomas Holyoke,
D.D. London, 1677, voce Birretum.]
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Inglismen, for and ye sulde nocht deliuer thame at the kingis instance
and charge, it war great lak and sclaundre to the king and the realme,
and lessing of yhour worship, the quhilke God auerte; for sen, loved be
God, heddirtillie yhe hau al tyme obeit the king alsweil as ony lord of
Scotland, and kepit ane hale part til him, for the quhilkis, God will, and
yhe sal sone haue grete loving and reward ; God forbid that yhe suld, for a
litil monee that thir Inglismen has promissit yhou, warpiss your gude name,
and the reward and thank that yhe have deservide and wonnyn of the king.
Right myghti and redoutit lord, Almyghti God conserue yhou euermar,
with incressing of honour and worschip. Writtin at Aberdene the xiiij dai
of Aprile.

4th June, 1444.
Item, that the fleschowaris dicht and mak clene the fleschous ilke ouke
on Friday, and at thai remove away the huches that arr in to the fleschous,
“inder the sammyn payne.

Quarto die mensis Junii anno Domini xliiij, per commune consilium
ordinatum fuit et statutum etc.

In the firste, that naman fleschehowar within the burgh or withoute sell
mutoune derrar than the bouke for ij s. viij d. the best that may be gottin,
and the remanent their efter be the price, vnder the payne of viij s. vofor-
givin, alsoft as thai trespass.

Item, that na fleshowar of within or withoute tak oute of ony mutoune
the neris or the nerecress fra the feest of Mychelmess, vnder paye of eschete
of the mutoune to the balyhes, &c. '

Item, that na fleschowar sell flesche na brek flesch in ony othir place
bot the fleschous vnder the payne of viij s. vnforgivin, alsoft as thai be
taynte and esshete.

9th October, 1444.
The samyn dai, Henrie Raife, maister of the barge that brak noght lang
syne beside this havin, and his merchandes George Logane and Johne
Cutbertson, comperit in the tolbuith of this burghe, befor the alderman

14th April,
1444.
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commoune law and the statutis of this burgh but favour, and thai sal heir 13th December,
na requeste of naman for trespassouris qvhat degre that euer he be of. AL

16th December, 1444.

Decimo sexto die mensis supradicti anno Domini xliij. Anence the
fraght that James of Foulfurd, factour to the Erle of Orkynnay, askit at
the merchandes of this toun of the gudes that was in his barge that brak
at the Scaw. It was answerit to the semmyn James, that because it is
vnkawin to the said merchandes quhether, as the case is commyn and gane,
they aw to pay al the fraght or pairt or nocht; and sen the mater langis
tham, thai ar loth to be jugis in thair awne cause, thai will, qubat time
it be plessand to the said Lorde Erle, or at the erast general counsaile,
compeir befor the commissaris of burrowis, and than at the ordinance of
thaim the fraght sal be paiit, &c., alsferr as thai fynd that it is awnd.

18tk February, 1445.

The xviij day of the month of Februar, the yher of grace xlv, Jhone
of Scrogs, and Jhone Gray, twa of the ballieis of the burgh of Aber-
dene, and Gilbert Meignes, vnder aumerale in name of the tovne, has re-
sauit in to saafgarde and vnder thar licence, Roger Yhong, Inglisman, and
his childer, because of scortnes of his condit for the tyme that he bydis
or makis residens in the havynnis of Scotlande, and this throw vertu of
the trewis, bath schipe and gude.

20th March, 1445.

James, be the grace of God king of Scottis, to the aldermen, ballyhes,
and communiteis of owre borowes of Aberdene and Inuernes, greting. For
alsmykil as diuerse persounes, Inglishmen, ar arrestit and withbaldin in
the north partis of our lande, agayne the natur of our trewis, be serui-
tours and men pertenyng to our derraste cosing the Erle of Rosse, for the
lowsyng of the quhilkis Inglishmen we haue written to oure said cosing,
vnder oure priuie seel, with oure seruitoure, John Scrimgeoure, berare
of thir oure letteres. Oure will is, and we pray yhou effectuouslie, and
alsa chargis that yhe assist forthir, and supple the said oure seruitoure in
lousing of the said persounes Inglismen, as yhe loue the gvde of our
trewis and furthiring of yhoure self in sic like case, and vndir sic charge
as eftir may folow. And forthir owre in this mater gives credence to
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ministri domus fratrum beate Trinitatis huius burgi nomine procuratorio
quo supra protestatus fuit pro vno annuo redditu iii s. iiij d. eodem domui
debito annuatim de quadam terra jacente in Futy inter terram Thome de
Park ex parte australi et terram Alexandri ex parte boreali ad quam
accedens nichil reperit distringibile preter terram et lapides quos presen-
tauit in" curia tanquam primo die huius processus Testibus Alexandro
Cryne Willelmo Fichet et Patricio Piot seriando.

2d October, 1447.

Item, eodem die accedens ad barram dominus Robertus Patterson pro-
curator fratris Dauid ministri domus fratrum sancte Triuitatis huius burgi
protestatus fuit pro quodam annuo redditu x solidorum eidem domui
debito annuatim de quadam terra vasta jacente ex parte occidentali vici
inferioris ecclesie inter terram Alexandri de Cumray ex parte borealy et
terram Villelmo Elder ex parte australi ad quam accedens nichil reperit
distringibile preter terram et lapides quos presentauit in curia tanquam
primo die huius processus Testibus Villelmo Fycchat Thoma Ander-
son Macolmo Dachar sargyando cum aliis.

Item, idem dominus Robertus nomine quo supra protestatus fuit pro
quodam annuo redditu trium solidorum et iiijr d. eidem domui debito de
quadam terra vasta jacente ex parte australi vici de le Greyn inter terram
Andree Sprwnt ex parte orientali ex vno et ly Denburn ex parte occidentali
partibus ex altera ad quam accedens nichil reperit distringibile preter ter-
ram et lapides quos presentauit in curia tanquam primo die huius processus
Testibus eisdem supradictis.

6tk October, 1447.

Item, the sammyn day, the said counsaile has consentit and concludit
that alsweil the feit chaplaynis and the feft chaplaynis sall be rewlyt and
governyt, and trespassouris correct be the sight of the alderman and coun-
saile forsaid, or ellis the agaynstandaris of this statute sall noght be
maynetenyt be the maisteres, &c.

17th January, 1448.
Quhilk day wes chosin be the hale consale and comunitie Gilbert

4th October,
1445,
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lidef, John Scroggs, pater Duncane of Clat, Andro Ayncroft, Thomas
Blyndseil, John Voket, Thomas Kintor, William Cadiow, Patrike Ba-
denach, John Blyndseil, Dauid Megnes, Adame Nicholson, Dauid Lich-
toune, Henricus Levynton, and John Tulidef. The quhilkis, sworne the
grete ath, said and deponit that Schir Androw Murison, chaplane, and
Patrik his brothir, principales, and James of Forbes, son and air apperand
to Schir Alexander Lord Forbes, and Schir John of Forbes of Tullquhon,
knyght, in thar helpying and supple with thair inherdance, warr folowaris
and makaris of the said soite at the corss of the said burgh of Aberdene, &ec.

The samyn dai, John Voket the son, ane of the balyheis of the said burgh,
avisetly oute of courte yheide to the merkate corss, and opynly proclamyt
the land that quhilun Roger Williamson dwelt in, and ane other litil sclate
house liand in the Chekar, quhilkis warr the said Rogeris, to be sald as
movable gude til ony that wald by thaim, and gife maste for thaim, be-
cause of xv lib. g. xii s. g. aucht of alde be the saide Roger of the reste
of the king Jamys finance, quhom God assolzhe, and this was done before
the hale iultitude in the merkate, as for the firste dai of this processe.

] Lst July, 1448.

The firste dai of Julii, the yher of grace j= cccc xlviij, the commoune
counsaile has concludit and grauntit to mak a propyne to our souerane
lord the kingis welcum, quhilk is now to cum, of twa tunnes of Gascoene
wyne, sex lichtis of iij stane of wax, and xij half pundis of scorchetis, or
falyheand tharof xij hale pundis.

4th October, 1448.

This is the appoyntment betuex Alexander of Wardlaw, Andrew Pulty,
John Jaffraison, Stephanus Huntar, and Johne Duncaneson, takaris of
certane men plegis of Hertilpule on that a part, and John Stephinson,
burges of this burgh, on that othir part, that is to say, that John Stephin-
son is obliste be the faith of his bodie to do his lele deligence to keipe the
said plegis, for qubais costis and kepyng he sal haue euery dai v schillingis
of vsuale monee of Scotland, fra the dai of thair entree on to the tyme of
thair passage, the quhilk monee sal be paiit to the said John of the eraste
siluer and gold that cummys of the said plegis, and or he part with thaim ;
and the said John Stephinson has na perile na aventur of thair kepyng, bot
to do his lele diligence as is forsaid, and at he sal noght deliner thaim, bot

c

15th June,
1448.
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Scherar, quhilk was alderman for the tyme, to pay and assith to the said
Lord Orkynnay, in full payment of the said pensioune, vnto the tyme that
the said Williame Scherar mak his acompt.

2d November, 1450.

The secundi dai of Nouembre, the yher forsaid, Duncane of Clat, dene
of gilde, presente in the courte the Eucariste of siluer quhilk Theman gold-
smyth had in making To the making of the quhi]k Eucariste the forsaid
iiij lib. And he has ressauit agayne in werk liiij vnce, the quhilk he pre-
sent in the courte. And swa remanys in Themannis handis xxix vnee, for
the quhilk Maister John of Cadiow is becummyn, and becummys dettour
be this writ, writtin with his propre hand.

13th September, 1451.
Nomina Assise.

Johannes de Marr, Duncanus Clat, Johannes Gray, Johannes Voket,
Johannes Howison, Johannes Scrogis, pater Willelmus Rolland, Ricardus
Kintor, Thomas Kintor, Willelmus Meignes, Andreu Pantar, John Stephin-
son, et Johannes Tulydef. The quhilk assise ripely avisit, and the witnesmen
examynit and herd in the cause movit betuex John Ghesinot and his felowschip
maister of a schip of werr of the toune of Deipe, on that a partie, and Hans
Lubic, maistre of a schipe of Trailesond, and his merchandes and schip-
men, almayues, twcheyng the taking of thair sammyn schyp, on that othir
partie, deliueris in this maner vnderwnttm, that is to say, because the said
mater belangis in a part to our souerane lord the’ king, and thai baue
herd seildom or neuer sic matteres declarit, the samyn assise remittis
the decision and finale determinacion of the said cause to our said soue-
rone lord and his counsaile, be thaim to be decidit and endit. And in
the menetyme, thai ordane that the admiral deputis sall intermet with,
and keip the forsaid Duche mennys schip, gudes, and fracht in souertee,
to the avale and profite of thaim to quhom thai sall be jugeit be our said
souerone lord and his counsaile.

21st Aprile, 1452.
The xxi dai of Aprile, the yher of Grace j= iiij° fiftee and twa, the
maste parte of the hale communitee of this burgh deliuerit and consentit
all with ane assent, that, because of perile apperand, the toune salbe

15th April,
1450.
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et graciose concessit prouido viro laurentio pomstrat incole et burgensi ville
de Flusain Flandria Vt sit hospes et receptor omnium et singulorum mar-
catorum et legeorum regni sui infra dictam villam de Flusa residenciam seu
residere valencium temporibus profuturis Noueritis nos de fidelitate indus-
tria et experta diligentia eiusdem laurencii plenam fiduciam optinentes ma-
tura deliberatione perhabita eundem laurentium in hospitem nostrum bur-
gensium et marcatorum nostri burgi predicti recepisse et admisisse necnon
recipere et admittere per presentes Quare vobis omnibus et singulis mer-
catoribus et comburgensibus nostris et eorum seruitoribus exhortamur et
firmiter damus in mandatis quatenus quod vos aut vestrum quemlibet in
dicta villa de Flusa aut in confinibus eiusdem venire residere aut moram
trauere contigerit hospicium vestrum cum dicto laurencio in domo recipere
tenere et obseruare curetis sibi prouide gratitudines et rectitudines secun-
dem antiquas consuetudines partium Flandree huiusmodi hospitibus debitas
sine quouis obstaculo honesto et hillariter erando et largiendo adque omnia
et singula premissa inuiolabiliter obseruando vos et vestrum quemlibet
astringimus firmiter per presentes quibus pro nostra voluntate duraturis
In testimonium premissorum sigillum nostrum commune quo ad causas
vtimur apponi fecimus in pretorio nostro burgi predicti xx die mensis Julii
anno Domini lvi.

Memorandum, that at the giffin of the chapilnary of Saynt Nichallis
altar to Sir Henry Hervy, Mayster Duncane Scherar and Androw Scherar
comperit personaly befor the alderman and consale, and declaryt to thaim
that they hade made a promyse and graunt to the saide Maister Duncane
of the erast chapilnary, that vakit at was at thar gift, he sulde hafe it, and
besoucht thiar maister schippis, that sen that chapelnary of Saynt Nichallis
altar was than vakande, that thai wald keip thair promyse and graunt til
hym thairof. And tharefter the alderman and consale considerande that thai
micht nocht gudely forga the seruice of the said Sir Henry fra the seruice of
the queir, avisitly made instans to the said Mayster Duncane, and Androw,
at thai walde at that tym supercede and thole thaim to gif the said chapil-
nary to the said Schir Henry, because thai mycht nocht guidly forga him
fra the seruice of the queir; and thai sulde hafe the erast chapilnary that
vakyt at war at thair gyft, gif it lykit the saide Maister Duncane himself
til hafe it, or gif it pleysit the saide Mayster Duncane and Androw til
gif it til ony vthiris of thair frendis that ar gaynnande and sufficiande
thair for.

20th July,
1456.



2d December,
1459.

22 EXTRACTS FROM THE COUNCIL REGISTER

2d December, 1459.

The samyn dai it was appoynttit and fullely accordit, betuex the al-
derman and the commoune consaile of this burgh on that a pairt, and
Maister John of Levington, vicar of Inuerugy, on that other pairt, anes
the biggyne of the brigg on the vater of Dee in maner and form as efter
folowis, that is to say, at the said Maister John has tane on hande to be
maister and gouernour of the said work, be the sicht and avise of the
alderman and consail ; to the quhilk work the forsaid alderman and consaile
sal gif yherly, for the termes of ten yheris, xx lib of their commoune purse.

22d December, 1461.

The xxii day of December, the yher of oure Lorde a thousand four
hundreth sexte and ane, it is ordanit and concludit be the hale common
consale, and be avise, consent, and ordinance of the maste parte of the
comownis of this burgh, Alexander of Chamowr that day beand for-
spekar for the comownis and merchandis thar beand present, that ony
man, quhat euer he be, of state heyar or lawer, duelland within this
burch, at pais nocht his male, or at withhaldis in his handis vnpait fra a
terme til ane vthir his male or ony vthir siluer, othir of tax or revenowis,
quharthroch it may ryn to hendryng or preiudice to the toune; at that
man, of quhatsumeur degree he be, sal not hafe tax of wateris nor of
land, na yet sal be chosin in tyme to cum to beir ony offices within this
burch, quhill the time at he freith hym selﬂ' and kepe the toun vnscathit
anentis the king and all other men of all dettis and chargis acht be hym.

13th Januarie, 1462.

Be it made kend till all men be their present lettres, ws alderman, bailheis,
consale, and communitie of the burgh of Aberdene, to be oblist til a noble
and michtie lord, Alexander Erle of Huntlie, and Lorde of Baidenach, in
manere and fourme as efter folowis: This is to say, forsamekle as the
forsaid lorde is oblist till ws in mantenance and supplie, to keipe ws in
oure fredomes, and infeftmentis for certaine termes, as in the foirsaid lordis
letteris at lynth made til ws thairapon mar fullely is contenit, that we sal
be lele and trew to the forsaid lorde erle, in counsale gif he askis ws efter
oure wittis and knaulage, and kepe his counsale gif he chargis ws, and
atour quhen it sall pleise the forsaid lorde to cum to oure saide burgh
with few persons or mony, and to remain or pas quhen him likis, we sal
at all oure gudely powere conserue and kepe him and his company within
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oure said burgh, to tak sic part with him in his defens as we wald do for
the defens of oure awyn persons, kepand our allegeans til oure souerane
lorde the king, and the fredomes of oure said burgh. Thir oure letteres
til enduir for al the termes of ten yeres fra the day and date of ye making
of thaim. In witnes of the quhilk thing, oure secrete sele to thir oure
letteris is affixt, at oure burgh of Aberdene forsaid, the xx4 day of Januare,
the yere of God j™ ccce sexte and twa.

The xx% day of Januarie, the yere sexte and twa, thir persons, vn-
dirwrittin, ane assise chosyn be the greate aith till decyde efter thaire
knawlage, the actioune betuix ane worthy knycht, Schir Walter Stewart
of Strathoune on that a part, and Dauid Symson on that othir part,
that is to say, Alexander of Chamour, Johne of Mar, Johne of Scrogs,
Johne Wodd, Johne Woket, Andrew Rede of Petfothell, Gilbert the
Waus, Johne Matheson, Thom. of Fife, Thom. Guelp, Johne Litstar,
the said persons ordanis at Dauy Simpson sal bryng hame to the said
Schir Walter, knycht, ane dispensatioune be Pasch cum a yere, next efter
folowand the date of this write, and failyeand thereof, the forsaid Dauy sal
content and pay to the forsaid Schir Walter xxv pundis Scottis, but frande
or gile, efter as in ane obligacioun maid therapon be the said Dauy to the
said Schir Walter mar fullely is contenit.

12th JzzlJ, 1463.

The xii day of the moneth of July, the yer of God Ixiij yeris, it was
fundin and opinly knawine be the altherman and the balzeis syttande in
jugement, that Henry of Culan, son and -air of umquhile Alexander of
Culan, burges of Aberdon, of lachfull aige, out of tutoury, and has chosine
til his curatis to gowerne him, Androw of Lesly and Thome of Culan, his
cosingis, to gowerne him and his gudis, and at the stok of his gudis be
furthe cummande til his profitis and quha to it may affer, and to fynd the
childe of the brok of his gudis to the vsche of fyue yeris, the saide v yeris
beande runyn, the gudis belangande to the saide Henry to be deliveryt til
him or to thaim that it may affer to of law, befor the altherman and the
bailyeis forsaide be his saide curatis but ony stopping.

And thir ar the gudis and sommys that the saide curatis has ressauyt
of the saide Henry of Culanis fra Wat. Moryson: fyrst, a gold siznet,
price iij lib.; item, iij siluer spunys, price xv s.; item, of siluer, v lib.,
v s. vii d.; item, for a belt, viij s ; item, for a sake and a gowne of blowe

13th January,
1462
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pryce Xxxv s.; item, a countir and a schryne, price xx s., for the quhilkis
sommys and gudis the saide curatis and the childe has dischargit the
saide Wat Moryson in presens of the said altherman and bailzeis, and
thair attour the said curatis has fundin Jamys Craike souertie to the said
altherman and bailzeis that the stok of thir fornemmyt gudis sal be furtht
cumande for the profite of the saide Henry, or to quhom to it may affer of
law, the saide fyve yeris beande runnyn, and thairto the saide Jamys is
oblist, be the faith of his body, befor thir witnes, Norman of Lesly, Duncane
Alone, Thome of Culane, Duncane of Straloch, with vthyr sindry.

14th July, 1463.

The xiiij day of Julij, the yer Ixiii, it is ordanyit be the altherman
and the consaile that Dauy Patrikson, burges of the saide burgh, for
the rebellione done be him to the altherman, fyrst, that he sall ramayne
in the tolbuth on to the morne, at the wil of the altherman and the
consaile ; and thar efter, on the Sonday next to cum, the saide Dauy sall
cum bar fute, with his gowne louse, and a candill of a punde of wax in
his hande, to Saint Nicholace kirk in the tyme of the hee messe, and
offir that candill thar to the altar, and aske the altherman and his con-
saile forgifnes, for the luf of God, and neuer to do sic thyng again; and
syne thar efter the said Dauy, fra that day furth, sal gyf oukly for the
hale yeir, a pynt of wyne to the kirke for his said rebellione, and to the
fulfilling of this, the saide Dauy is oblist and sworne, be the fath of his
body, in presens of the altherman and his consale.

18th July, 1463.
[Letter to the Earl of Huntly and others.]

Hee and myghty lordis, I recomawnde me humbly on to your lord-
schippis with all humilytie and seruice. Pleyse your lordschippis to wit,
that I hafe ressauyt certan credens of youris, be your skwyar Alexr. of
Lesly, chargeand me and the tone to be at you this Monunday at evine
at the Cabbrach. My lordis, I hafe callit the nichburis of our tone
and schawin thaim your credens, the quhilk nichburis ar wele set at all
thair gudely poweris to pleyse your lordschippis with thair seruice, in
alsfer as thai may, beseking your lordschippis ye will nocht be displeysit
that thai may nocht come to this hasty tryst, efter his credens, for in
gud fathe, we hafe na hors, na may get none to cum, because of the
warnyng of the cuntre of gentilmen, to cum to your lordschippis at this
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tryst. And forthir, my lordis, we ar chargit be oure souerane lorde
to kepe oure toune, for he is sickerly informyt of a flot of Inglismen to
cum for the destruction of our tone, and of vtheris within this realme,
for the quhilkis we beseke yow to hafe us excusit, as our great traist is
in your singular lordschippis, the quhilkis Allmichty God conserue at
your hee and mythty nobill hartis desiris. Writtyn, vnder my signet, at
Aberdon, this last Monunday the xviii day of July.

30th August, 1463.
Copia litere directe Domino de Forbes per consilium et communitatem
huius burgi.

Richt honorable and michty lorde, we commawnde ws hartly on to
your lordschip. And pleysit your lordschip, to wit, that we hafe ressauyt a
letter of youris from your chaplayn, this last Twysday, and qubar your
lordschip writes til ws that certane personys of oure burgh is cummyn
in contrare of your lordschip, in feir of weir; and, as your lordschip
presumys that thai passit nocht without avyse and consaile of ws, we
declar to your lordschip that we war nathir art nor part, rede nor con-
saile, of the personys that passit in contrar of your lordschip ; nor thinkis
neid to gif rede nor consaile til ony man to do ony molestacione or
greife in contrar of your lordschip, bot euer to do servuice and em-
plesance to your lordschip at our gudely poweris; and quhar your lord-
schip complenzeis upon our alderman, that men of his hushalde was ther,
we hafe inquyrit at hym thairof, and his answer tyll ws is, that be his wittyn
thar was na man thar belangande him or his hushalde; and he sayis, gif
it pleyse your lordschipe till reherse ony mannys name of his hushalde
that was thar, it sal be wele amendyt that your lordschip salbe empley-
sit ; qubarfor, we beseche your lordship richt instantly, that ye be nocht
grevit nor displeysit at ws, nor at our nichtbouris, for ony cause done be
ws, for we think to kepe our kindnes to your lordschip, that your lord-
schip salbe empleysit be the grace of God, and traistis the samyn in your
lordschip, quhilkis Allmythty God conserue in lang lestande honour and
prosperite. 'Writyn vnder our secret sele of cause, the penult day of
August. Youris, at thair gudely poweris, the consaile and communitie
of the burgh of Aberdeine.

Nobili et potenti domino Domino de Forbes domino nostro confidenti.

D

18th July,
1463.
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20th December, 1463.

The said day, anent the debate movit betuix Theman, goldsmycht, on that
a part, and Thomas Reburne, goldsmycht, on that vthir part, of ane ferthing
of ane Inglis Nobill, changit be the saide Theman to the saide Thomas
for the valou of quhite siluer. The quhilk ferthing the said Theman
assayit tharefter to wirk, and fande it nocht sufficyande golde, and askyt
the saide Thomas to pay him his siluer that he gaf him, and to tak his
ferthing agyn. The qubilk the saide Thomas reffoysit to do, because that
the ferthing was brokin be the saide Theman, and nocht in the ply he
gaf it him. Vpon the quhilk debate, with consent of bathe the parteis
forsaide, thair was chosin ane assise of worthi men to decyde and ende the
saide debate: that is to say, John of Fyfe, Robert Blindesele, Robert
Wormet, William Vokate, John Litstar, Thome Quelp, and Adam of
Crafuirde, with vthyr man. The forsaide parteis, be the treuthis of thair
bodiis, til vnderly and fulfill oblist thair deliuerance and sentens of the
saide debaitis. The quhilk assise, wele and ryply avysit, has delyuerit,
and for sentens furth giffin, that Theman, goldsmycht, sal sustene na scathe

" for the brekine of the saide ferthing, bot deliuer it agayn to the saide

Thomas Ryburne, and he to content Theman of v s. vi d. agayn, that
he gaf him for it, sen it was nocht lachfull nor sufficiande to pass for pay-
ment na werk, and the forsaide Thomas til sok til his warande gif he hafe
ony til vpricht him.

20¢h March, 1466.
Copia litere burgi de Perth.,

Richt honorable and worschipfull schiris, and richt hartly louyt nicht-
buris, we commande ws hartly to yow. And for alsmekle as we hafe vnder-
standin your letteres sende til ws of a questione fallin amangis yow, be
the decesse of ane of your nichtburis, the quhilk maryit twa wyffis, and
hade with the fyrst wyff a dochter, in the quhilk wyflis tym he conquest a
lande within your saide burgh; and efter hir decesse maryet ane vthir

. wyff, with the quhilk he gat sonnys and dochteris, til inquer of the sue-

cessione of the saide lande conquest in the saide fyrst wyffis tym, quhilk
of the barnys succede to the said lande, we ripely avisit of befor be ane of
our nichtburis decessyt, fande and declarit that qubar he hade with the
fyrst wyf douchteris, and with the secunde a son, that the lande conquest
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in the fiyrst wyffis tyme the dochter is full airis, and nocht the son, efter
the law and consuet of the burgh. And this to your hartly nichtburhedis
we declar be thir oure letteris, the quhilkis Almichty God hafe euer in
his blessit keping. Writtyn and closit vnder our secret sele at Perth, the
xx day of Marche, ye yer of our Lorde a thousande four hunder sexty
and sex yeris.

Prepositus balliui et consules burgi de Perth vestri ad mandatum.

Honorabilibus et magne prudentie viris preposito balliuis et consu-

libus burgi de Aberden vicinis nostris sincere dilectis.

30th June, 1467.

Johannes Robertson dictus Christ super quem Robertus Blindsele
porrexit plegium pro iniusta spoliacione de certis tabulis de Werstale in
botha sua sepe vocatus tanquam primo die huius processus non comparuit
et idio precipitur seriando et pro iniusta abstractione vnius ligne precii x s.
de dicta botha et pro firma bothe predicte xii d.

2d December, 1467.

It is ordanyt be the alderman, bailzeis, and hale consale, anent the
debatis and strublance betuix Willam Vokat and Thomas Quelp, that the
said Thomas sal fyrst syt done on his kne and tak the nakit knyff that he
hurt the said William with in his hande, and opynly knaw that he has
offendit til him, and deliuer him the said knyf, to do with it that he will.
And, in name of xx lib. to be payit at the saide alderman and consallis will,
and to pray the saide Willam, for the luf of God, til hartfully forgif hym ;
and thairefter to pray the alderman and the consale that thai wald pray
the saide Willam to forgif hym, and that the saide Thomas sall be stedable
to the saide Willam in all thingis that he has ado, and to do him alsmekle
worschip as be has done him lake at al his power. Alsua, the saide
Thomas sall content and pay to the alderman, quhen he askis it, xl s., the
quhilk sal be giffin to the chaplanis of the haly bludis messe; and thair
attour, because the strublans was done til a brothir of the gilde, sall content
and pay a pip of wyne til amendis quhat tym that the aldermen and consale
chargis hym therwith. And quhilk of thir that forfaltis till vtheris for this
cause in tym to cum, sall content and pay to Saynt Nicholace werk xx lib. to
be raysit at the alderman and consalis ordinans, on forgiffin. And to the

20th March,
1466.
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2d December, keping of the forsaide ordinans, the forsaide parteis ar sworn be the gret
1467. ath, in presens of the alderman and the hale consale, but reuocacione in
tym to cum.

20th March, 1468.
Copia litere burgi de Edinburgh.

Richt honorable and worschipfull schiris, and wele beluwyt nichtburis,
we commaunde ws hartly to yow : and pleyseth yow to wit, that we hafe
rassauyt and vnderstandin your lettere sende til ws and present be the
berar, making mensioune that thar is a questioun hapnyt with yow that a
burges of your burgh, the qubilk is decessit, hapnyt to mary twa wyffis, and
in the fyrst wyfliis tyme conquest a lande within your said burgh, and hade
with hir a douchtir ; and efter the fyrst wyffis decesse he hapynt to mary
ane vthir wyff, with quhilk he gat sonnys and douchteris ; the quhilke lande
conquest in the fyrst wyffis tym was vnassignyt be him til ony of his saide
barnys in his tym ; and at ther is now cammyn befor yow the dochtir of the
fyrst wyff, clamande the said lande as air thairto, and to be knawin be yow
to the samyn and richt; swa the son of the secunde wyff, askande him to be
kende to the saide lande as air til his fadir, prayng ws that forsamekle as
sic a case has nocht hapnyt with yow in tym bygane, that we walde pass
togidder with the consaile of men of law, and avise tharapon, and to cer-
tyfy yow in write with the berar. For the qubilkis we hafe passit togidder
with men of law, and has commonyt apon the saide mater, beande wele and
rypely avisit, thus we mak knawn and findis, that the douchter gottyn in
the fyrst wyffis tyme, aucht of resone and law to succede to the heritage
conqueist and gottyn in the said fyrst wyflis tym, of lesse than it was as-
signit of befor in the fadiris tym, vt patet in legibus burgorum in capitulo
vbt dicit de homine habente duas wvzxores, etc. And this we declair and
certyfiis to your nichtbourhedis be thir presentis, the quhilkis the blissit
Trinite euermar conserue in guid hele and prosperite. Writtyn vnder our
common sele of cause, at Edinburgh, the xx day of the monethe of
Marche.

Prepositus balliui et consules burgi de Edinburgh vobis prompti in om-
nibus.

Honorabilibus circumspecteque prudentie viris preposito balliuis et con-
sulibus ville de Aberdene vicinis et amicis nostris sincere dilectis.
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27th March, 1468.
Copia litere burgi de Dunde.

Richt honorable and worschipful sirris, ande nichtburis, hartly louyt,
we commande ws to yow with al our hartis. And pleyse your nichtbour-
hedis, to wit, that we hafe vnderstandyn your letter direct til ws, vnder
your secret sele, requeryng ws to certify you be writ this questioun: a
man maryande twa wyffis; with the fyrst wyf he conquest landis, and
bade a douchter with that wyf; and efter that wyffes decesse maryit ane
vther wyf, with the quhilk he gat sonnys and dochteris: the man deande,
and makande na assignacione of his landis til nane of his barnys. The
law and consuetude of the four burowyis in the xxv chapter, that be-
gynnis thus gatis, Si burgensis duas vzrores habduerit, etc., declaris that
the landis conquest in the first wyffis tym, sall ramayn with the first wyffis
barne, and richt swa, the landis conqueist in the last wyffis tym, will ra-
mayn with the last wyffis barnys; the quhilk law we oyse and kepis, and
we consoule yow to do richt. Swa nocht ellis, bot richt honorable and
worschipfull nichtburis, the Haly Gast conserue you in prosperite euer-
lestingly, bath in bodiis and saulys. Writtyn, vnder our secret sele, at
Dunde the xxvii day of the moneth of Marche.

Prepositus balliui et consules burgi de Dunde vobis parati.

Honorabilibus et circumspecte prudentie viris preposito balliuis et con-

sulibus burgi de Aberden vicinis nostris predilectis.

23d January, 1470.
Copia litere regis.

Jamys, be the grace of God king of Scottis, to our alderman and
balzeis of our burgh of Aberdene, greting. For alsmekle as we hafe
gevyn to our louyt Jamys Hervy, and his airis, a tenement of lyande
within oure said burgh, with the pertinens pertenyng til ws throw resine
of bastardry, be the decesse of Henry Hervy, bastarde, and Androw his
son, as is contenyt in the saide Jamys charter, made til him tharoppoun:
Our will is, and we charge yow straitly and commawndis, that thir our
letteris sene, but delay ye ger rede and wode the saide temement to the
saide Jamys, and kep him and his tenandis vnuexit and vndistrub tharin,
alsfer as law will, vnder all payn and charge that efter may folow, deliuer-
ing thir our letteris, be yow sene and execut, agayn to the berrar. Gevin

27th March,
1468.
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inquirand gif ony vthir man wald gif mare, and fand na man that wald gif 27th February,
samekil. And furthwith, that beand done, the alderman, in the name of the 1471
toune and of the communite, deliuerit til the said Andro the bel, and chesit

him for all the daies of his life common belman, with consent of the balyeis,

consale, and communite, beand present for the tyme, as saidis. Heratour,

the said Andro is oblist to byde and to remayn at Sanct Nicholace wark,

and al vthir common warkis, for his tyme, for siclike fee as he may half in

vthir places.

8th January, 1472.

The aucht day of ye moneth of Januar, ye yeire of God mm™e iijjme
sevintie and twa yeris, Androu Scherar, alderman of ye burgh of Aber-
den in that tyme, with consent and assent of ye hail common consel, being
thar present in ye tolbuthe, has grauntit and promittit to Sechir Androu,
ye son of qubilum Thomas Andreson, burges of Aberden, chaplan of ye
Rude altar, in ye parisch kirk of ye said burgh, that for his continuacioune
of dinine seruice, to be done and made be him in tym to cum, in Sanct
Nicholes kirk, efter as ye tym askis at his gude diligence and power ; that
ye said Schir Androu sal hafe yerlie for his fie ten merkis of ye vsuale
money of Scotland, of ye common gudis of ye forsaid burgh, togiddre with
all annualis proffitis and dewiteis pertening to ye fornemmit rude altar,
quhilk soume and pencioun of x merkis yerlie, togiddre with ye Rude altar,
ye forsaid Schir Andro sal hafe and joise for all ye time of his life, he
makand busy and gude service tharfor, as forsaid is.

Ye same day, ye alderman and consel has promittit and gravntit til
Schir Henry Hervy, chaplane of Sanct Michalis altar, for his gude service
and continuauioune tharof to be done be him in tyme to cum in Sanct
Nicholes kirk in dinine service, that he sal hafe for al ye daiis of his
life yerlie of ye common purse, and of the common gude of ye said burgh
sex pundis, threttene schillingis, and foure pennys of ye vsuale payment
of Scotland, togidder with all proffitis and dewiteis pertening til ye for-
said altar of Sanct Michael.

30tk January, 1474.
The same day, because thare was na dene of gilde chosin on the
Friday next efter that the alderman was chosin, and that the tyme of his
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chesing was sa lang byrunnyn, it is ordanit, deliuerit, and concludit be
the haill consel present in the tyme, of the quhilkis the names efter fol-
lowis, that thare sal na dene of gilde be chosin for this yere bot the al-
derman, quhilk has had the vse of that office, and intrometting of it hid-
dertilles, sen he was chosin alderman, and he to mak compt therof at the
ische of his aldermanschip as efferis. Thir ar the persons that war pre-
sent in the tyme, and consentit thairto, na man gainsayand of thaim,
Alexr. Menzeis, Johne of Mar, Andro Alanson, Richard of Kyntor,
Johne Wode, Alexr. Blinschel, Johne of Knollis, Dauid Colison, Dauid
Symson, Gilbert the Vaus, Gilbert of Chamer, Dauid Menzes, Edmond
Lawson, Dauid Mathoson, and Patrick Badenach, &c.

3d November, 1474.

The thrid of Nouembre, the yer Ixxiiij, it is appointit, and fullely
accordit betuix Dauid Menzes elder, on the ta part, and Schir Andro
Wricht, maister of the kirk wark of Aberden, on that vther part, in maner
and fourme as efter folowis : that is to say, that the said Dauid has sawlde to
the said Schir Andro, in the name of Sanct Nicholace, thre futhir of lede,
ilke futhir contenand sex score of stanys, to be deliuerit, God willand, gif
wynde and wethir will serve, betuix this and Pasch next to cum apon the
key of Aberden; but ony exceptioune, cauillacioune, fraude, or gile, for
the quhilkis, the said maister of wark sal pay to the said Dauid, or his de-
putis or factouris, deliueraris of the said lede, fourty-sex pundis and ten
schillingis of vsuale money of Scotland for the hail thre futhiris, at the said
day of the deliurence of the lede. And gif it sal happyn the said Dauid to
failye in his defaute of the deliuerence of the said lede, at day and place for-
said, as God forbede, than the said Dauid sal pay daly to the said maister of
wark xij d. efter the principale day of the deliuerence of the said lede be
passit; and in sic likewise gif the said maister of wark failyeis in payment
of the said soume for the saide lede, be the said day of the deliuerence, or
within viij daies therefter at the ferrest, than the said maister of wark sal
pay to the said Dauid, or his deputis, deliueraris of the saide lede, xii d.
daily til his expensis, and nocht to be allowit in the principale somme. Of
the quhilk lede, the said Dauid gravntis him content, and pait of aucht
pundis in part of payment of the said principale somme. And thir condi-
ciones lely to be kepit, athir of the parties til vther has gefin gude faith be-
fore thir witnes, Alexander of Chavmer, alderman, Alex. Menzes, Richard
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of Spens, litster, the son and ayr of vmquhile Adam of Spens, burges of
our burgh of Aberdene, that throw auentur of his craft and vtherways he
is sa tensalit in gudis, that he is nocht of povar to pay certane dettis and
soumes of money awing be him to certane personis within oure realme ;
and in hope that, be diligently labour and travale, ta recouer agane in gudis
to outred and pay the saidis dettis and sowmes of money, we haue of our
speciale grace and fauouris thairfor respect, and be thir our letteres spe-
cially respectis, the saide Johne his landis and gudis qubatsomeuer to be
vncompellit, vndistrengeit, vnarrestit, vnvexit, and vndistrublit be ony juge
spirituale or temporal for the said dettis or sowmes of money forsaids for
the space of a yer nixt and immediate following the date of thir our letteris.
Qubarfor we charge straitly and commandis all and sindrie our lieges and
subdities forsaidis, baith spiritual and temporal, that nane of you tak
vpon hand to cal, arrest, distrenye, vex, inquiet, or distruble the said
Johne in his person, landis or gudis, for the said dettis or soumes of
money awing be him to quhatsumeur persones, induring the tyme and
space of a yer aboue exprimit, vndir all the hiest pain, charge, and of-
fens ye may commit and inrin again ws in that part. Given vnder our
priuie sele, at Edinburgh, the xi day of Maii, and of our regne the xv
yer. James R.

17th September, 1475.

Item, Alexander of Chavmer, than alderman, and the comsel has or-
danit and assignit, at the request and instans of Schir Henry Hervy, that
his said pensioune of this toun salbe pait til him yerly of ye Justice Myln,
&c. Act xxvij die Septembris anno, Ixxv.

30th May, 1476.

Copia litere regis penes comitem de Mar presentate ex parte eiusdem
et perlecte in ipsius presentia coram tota communitate in pretorio
penultim die Maii anno Ixxvi asserente vnanimi voce eandem literam
in omnibus secundum tenorem et continenciam eiusdem et mandati
regis adimplere &c.

James, be the grace of God king of Scottis, til the alderman, balleis, con-
sale, and communitie of our burgh of Aberdene, greting : Forsamekil as our
derest bruthir, Johne Earle of Marr, reparis and residis diuerse tymes quietly
in oure said burgh of Aberdene, oure wil is, and we exhort and praise
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you, and also straitlie commandis and chargis that, in al tymes tocum,
ye assist to our said bruthir, and, for the souerite and keping of his
person, ye redely rise with him quhat tyme he chargis you, in the ac-
tionis and querrellis that he happinis to haue ado within our said burghe,
for we haue gevin him speciale charge and command to supple and de-
fend you in oure absence agane ony persons that wald oppress or iniure
you in ony wise. And this on na wise ye leue vndone, as ye wil haue
singulare thank of ws, and vndir al paine and charge that efter may fol-
low. Geuin vnder our priuie seil, at Edinburgh the xix day of Aprile,
and of our regne the xvi yer. James R.

14th April, 1477.

The same dai, the alderman proponit to the hale consale, and communite
belanging the biging of the qveyr, schawand the thankis and kyndnis that
my lord of Aberden has profferit, for the quhilkis the alderman, consale, and
communitee forsaidis hes grantit to the biging of the qveyr al feis of alder-
man, balyeis, dene of gilde, abbot, and priour of this burgh, with the com-
mon gude, and al vtheris proffitis that may be gottin for sevyn yeris to cum,
and mare gif it nedis, be the sight of thir personis vnder writin: that is to
say, Andro Scherar, alderman, Alexander of Chavmer, Alexander Meignes,
Johne of Mar, Johns of Knollis, Dauid Colison, Thomas of Fife, Alex-
ander Rede, and Alexander Howison, quhilkis personis sal hauve ful com-
missione vnder the commoune seil of the said burgh.

15th September, 1477.

Item, the same day, it is ordanit and decretit be the alderman and con-
sale, for the wphalding of diuine seruise, daily to be made in the qweyr and
kirk of Aberden, that Wilyam Yong, ane of the clerkis, sal haue the quarter
of the Galowgate til his fee for this instant, and Richard Boyl the quarter of
the Castelgate, and quhilk of the said quarteris is better than vther to be
made elike to thaim be the sycht of the alderman and consale, and Adam
Strath til haue the Schipraw, with the Grene, and Andre Ettale, the ferd
clerc, sal hafe the Gaistraw, with the Sculehil.

18th September, 1477.
The same dai thir personis of the consale vnderwritin, and vthir pairt of
the gilde of thes burgh: that is to say, Johne of Marr, Robert of Culan,

30th May,
1476.
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lordis lettres, my Lord of Aberdenis lettres, and of Maister Alexander
Ingliss, chansler of Aberdenis lettres of request, has grantit and promittit

- til Maister Thomas Strathachin, maister of the grammar scules of Abir-
dene, that he sal hafe yerly, of the common gude of this toune, fyve pundis
of the vsual payment of Scotland, ay and quhil he be promovit til a service
within the kirk of Sanct Nicholess of Abirdene. And that the alderman
that sal be for the tyme sal ger him be content and payit therof yerly, the
sade maistre makand diligent and gude service for the informacion and
instructioun of the barnyis at his gudely power. Writin the vii day of June
the yer forssaid. -

13th September, 1479.

The samyn day, the alderman, consel, and communite, has grantit to
Sande Cowtis, for the mending of the causais and the guttaris of the toune
and to halde al the gatis of the toune clene, that al men may haf honest and
clene passage throuch all the toune, of ilka fyre house a penny, and of al
vtheris, outeburges, and inburgessis, and indwellaris, havand chavmer or
house, a penny, to be pait twyse in the yer, Mertymes and Witsonday; the
tane half of the toune peyand the tane half at Mertymes, and the vthir half
of the toune payand the tothir half at Witsonday.

17th March, 1480.

The samyn day, it wes concludit and ordanit be the consale and diuerse
of the comunite, anent the making of the fossis aboute the toun, that quhat-
sumeuer he be, indwellar of this burgh, that beis obstant and contrar to the
making thairof, sa fer as pertenis til ilkane to do, that the alderman and
balyeis, be the sycht of certan of the consale, sal cause the samyn fossis to be
made apon the costis and expenses of the gainstandaris of the said ordinance.

2d April, 1481.

Iohne of Knollis, Thomas Fife, Thomas Prat, Dauid Symson, Alex-
ander Howison, Andro Murray, elder, and Gilbert the Vaus, ar chosin, for
til devise, see, and prouide for the making of the fossis, and performing of
the walling of this toune, for the strinthing of the sammyn. Devisit, ordanit,
and concludit, be the alderman, balyeis, and consale of this burgh, with
consent and assent of the hale communite, being warnit be the bel.

7th June,
1479.
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liament, betuix the masownys of the luge: that is to say, Richard An-
cram, Andro Murray, James of Barry, Johne Russal, Johne of Kyn-
drumy, and Matho Wrycht, efter that thai war frendit and accordit
vpon certane debate and controuersy betuix thaime, that gif ony tym
tocum thairefter ony of thaim offendit til vther, that war fundin in a
faute, for the first faute, he suld gif xx s.to Sanct Nicholace wark vn-
forgevin, and for the second faute, gif thai fautyt agane, xl s.; and, gif
thai fautit the thrid tym, to be excludit out of the luge as a common for-
fautour. The quhilk ordinance, ye masownis forsaidis has ratifiit and
approvit this samyn day, before ye alderman and consel, and newlingis
oblist thame til obserue the samyn be the faith of thare bodiis.

13th January, 1484.

The xiii dai of Januar, the yer of God Ixxxiiij, the a.lderman,
consaile, and communite of Aberdene, for the obserning and keping of
thair actis made of before, and for the concord betnix Schir Andro Gray,
and Schir Walter Young, chaplanis, anent the debate movit apon the
altarage of Sanct Michale, and for the implesure of my lord of Erol, and
fulfilling of his request, with the consent of the said Schir Andro Gray,
thai ordane and grauntis that the said Schir Walter sal haif four merks
of the altar of Sanct Michale yeirlie, in pensioune, ay and quhill he be
promovit to ane chaplanry, or seruice of ten merkis or aboue, and salbe
maid sickir thairof in the best and maist autentik forme that can be de-
visit; and gif Schir Andro Gray makis the said Schir Walter sickir of
the seruice of sex merkis, quhilk he has at Sanct Ninianis altar, or of
ony vther sex merkis for seruice to be done be the said Schir Walter,
the said Schir Andro salbe relevit and free of the said yearly pensioun
of four merkis; and attour the said Schir Walter sal haf of the towne
the keping of the ferdyne, and twa merks yeirlie, tharfor; and also of
the commoun gude of the toune yerly, vther twa merkis, and sal haf the
common seil gevin til him thairuppon for sickernes, quhil he be promowit
til ane service or chaplanry of ten merkis as said is, and sal haf the com-
mon seil of the craft and first chaplanery that sal happin to vaik, at the
presentation or gift of the toune, of ten merkis or aboune. And for this,
the said Schir Walter is oblist to remain and mak seruice in the qvere
daily, at matynis, hiemesse, and evinsang, and sall nocht absent him thair-
fra, without ane lachful or sufficient excusacioun, that salbe sene reson-

27th June,
1483.
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13th January, able to the alderman and consale of the toun. And gif he at ony tyme
1484.

wilfully absentis him fra his seruice, as said is, w1thout licence of the
toune and resonabil excusacioun, that be notourlie knawin be the toune,
than the said pensionis sal vaik, and be at the disposicion of the giffaris.
And the alderman, consale, and communitie forsaids hes ordanit and as-
signit the twa merkis yeirlie for the keping of the ferding to be pait to the
said Schir Walter, be the handis of thare maister of kirk wark, being for
the tym; and the tuthir twa merkis to be rasit yeirlie of thair malis of
Rubislaw, at twa vsuale termes of the yere, Witsunday and Mertymes
in wynter, be evinly porcionis.

30th January, 1484.

The penult dai of Januar, yer forsaid, the consail and hail communite
of Abirdene beand gadderit in the tolboothe, hes grantit with a consent
ordanit and statute, that all nichtburis and inhabitantis of this burgh sal,
in tyme tocum, haf thare wauppinis and armis, swerdis, axis, cellattis, and
vthir fenssable geer, redy besyde thaim in thair buthis and houssis, and
cum with thaim to the alderman, ballies, or seriandis incontinent, quhen
thai see or heris thaim or ony of thaim myster helpe or supple in thare
office, doing for the attaching and correctioun of trespassouris, and ab-
strach thaim nocht fra their nichburis quhen thai se thaim wawnt of help,
or to be in poynt of suppresion, and namly be out .duellaris the burgh,
vnder the pane of law to be execute vpon the brekaris of this statute,
but fauour and of the vnlaw to be rasit vnforgevin.

15th April, 1484,

In the court haldin be the ballies of Abirdene, in the tolbuithe, the xv
dai of Aprile forsaid, it was ordanit be ane assise, and forbiddyn that,
in tyme comming, Johne the Rosse, baxter, sall bere na wauppynis vnder
nicht, sic as ane swerd, or vthir fensabil wauppynnis, for certain causes
considerit be thaim, vndir the pain of tynsale of his fredom, bot gif he be
chargit be the officiars. And for the said Johne the Ross, William
Futhes is becumin law burgh that William Vmfray salbe vnscathit in
tym cuming, vtherwayes than as law will. And the said William Vmfray
has fandin_ Thom. Sympson law bergh for him, that the said Johne the
Rosse salbe scathles in likewise. Attour the assise hes ordanit that gif it
happynnis the said Johne the Rosse, in tyme tocum, to forfaute aganis

]
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William Vmfra, or his broudre Maistre William, like as he hes done of
before, that he sall pay v merkis to Sanct Nicholace wark, and that he
sall do alsmekil sted and seruice to tham, as he has done tham gre-
vans, &c. ¢

4th May, 1484.

The iiij day of May, anno Ixxxiiij*> Maistre Johne Gray, mason, was
resauit be the alderman, baillies, counsale, and communite of the burgh of
Aberdene, in maistre of wark, to the bigging of Sanct Necolace wark,
quhilk has takin upon him to be continuale labourand and diligent for the
vpbringing of the said wark, and to do al car concerning the said wark that
accordis til a maister of wark, baith in labouring of his awyn persoun, de-
vysing, be seyng and ourseyng of vtheris masons and warkmen that sal be
vonder him, for al the dais of his lif, to the finale completing and ending of
the said wark, at al his possibilite and power, the best wyse that he
can. For ye quhilkis thingis to be done he has, in presence of the baillies,
counsale, and communite forsaidis, gevin the gret bodely aith, to be lele
and trew to the said wark for al the dais of his life, vnto the completing and
ending of the same. And the said maister of wark sal labour him self, and
ger vtheris masons and warkmen vndar him labour daily and continualy,
efter the act of parliament made thairupon. For the quhilkis labouris and
seruice, to be done be the said Maister of wark, the saidis alderman, baillies,
counsale, and communite, has promittit to gif yerly to the said maister of
wark, for his fie, twenty pundis and fyve merkis, til a propyne in al costage
endurand al the dais that he has to lif, quhil the said wark be complete.
And the day of his entra to the said wark the day of this present write.
And this said some of xxiij lib. xvi s. viij d. yerly, to be pait til him at four
termes in the yere, proporcionaly, as thai and he sal accord best thairupoun.

16th July, 1484.

The xvj dai of July, yer Ixxxiiij, the consel and diuerse of the com-
munite : that is to say, Alexander of Chamer, Alexander Menzes, James
Lesly, Wilzam Blindsel, Alexander Marr, Maister Andro Cadiow, Andro
Culan, Thom. Prat, Adam of Craufurd, Alex. Forbes, John Glenmaluin.
Wilzam Malisson, Andro Branche, Walter Achneve, Johne Menzes, Johne
More, Gilbert Lethe, Patrik Adamson, Andro Goldsmyth, and vtheris,
has feit Richert Ancram, mason, to Sanct Nicolace wark for a yer, for
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twenty merkis of fee, fra the day that Dauid Menzes pait him the henderend
of his fee of xx lib. that he was feit for the yer bigane, and thai half ordanit
the ten merkis that suld be gevin for Alexander Howison to be pait til the
said Richert Ancram in his fie.

-

19tk November, 1484.

The samyn dai, William Kempty, constabil of Abirdene, comperand
in jugement, has made, constitute, and ordanit, Alexander of Chavmer,
seviand be the deliuering of a wand, his deput and substitute, to ministre
in the said office of constablanary, for a yer next to cum, hke as he suld
do in propir persoune.

25th May, 1487.

Item, the saide day, it was statut and ordanit be the aldirman, balzeis,
and certan of consal present for the tyme, that no catall sale baf pastour
of gyrss apone the lynkis, nor nane vthir place one this syde of Gilham-
stone, except the flessouris wederis, and thai to be poundaris, and to haf
j d. for ilkan best that thai fynd thar.

13th November, 1487.

The xiii day of Nouember, the yer forsaide, efter the belman had
passit throu the haile toune, be oppin premonicioun chargeand the haile
consale and communite to comper within thair tolbuitht to heir our so-
uerane lordis letteris, and gif ther ansuer thairvpon, Comperit Schir
Johne Ruderfurde of Tarlane, knycht, alderman of the said burghe, and
thair producit and schew ane letter of oure souerane lordis vnder the
signet, and his subscriptione as efter followis: James, be the grace of God
King of Scottis, to the consaile and communitie of oure burghe of Aber-
dene greting : Forsamekil as it is schewin to ws that our letteris ar di-
rekit chargeand a gret part of you to compeir befor ws and our consal,
within xv dais, for a debate of the office of aldermanschip of our said
burghe, clamit be Dauid Menzeis, qubilk office, as we vnderstand, ye
haue gevin for the defence of your commoun profit to our louet fameliar
seruitour Schir Jobn of Ruderfurd of Terlane, knicht; ande the said
Dauid Menzes hes maid a complaint til vs on that behalf of you the haile
body of the toune, sayand, that the said Schir Johne is a masterfull op-
pressour of our liegis, ande for his oppressione thar may nay mercheante
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live within oure said burghe; ande that he has nocht the said office with
your consent, bot be electioun of a few simpill personis, his kynnismen,
quhilkis thingis, gif thai be infirmat of verite, ar richt displesand, for
our mind was, and is, that our saide seruitour haue the saide office for
the guid reule and commoun profit of oure saide burghe. Our will is
heirfor, and we charge’ you stratlie, and commandis that ye, incontinent
thir our letteris sene, pass togidder to your tolbuitht, and avisitly havande
E [eye] to the commone profit of our said burgh, consider and tak knaw-
lege, of the said informacione maide apon our saide servitoure your alder-
man, with vtheris informacionis as salbe schawin be him to you, gif thai be
maid of verite, and of your mynd and will, or nocht, And thereftir that
ye send your mynde til ws, close vnder your selis or vnder autentywe in-
strumentis tharapoune, saythat we ma provid for gude reule and go-
vernance of our saide burghe in tyme to cum, and mak the tresspassouris
and contraris of the common profit of the samyn, to be pvnist as accordis
of justice, certifying yow that, be informatione made til ws be our sernitour
and knicht forsaide, vpone diuerse thingis that ar done contrar the com-
mone profit of our saide burghe, we wil mak the samyn to be reformit,
and the priuvilege of our said burghe to be obseruit and kepit in tyme
cuming ; and, in the meyne tyme that ye and ilk ane of you, answer and
obey to our said seruitour as your alderman in all thingis, and to the
bailzeis chosin with him as ye dide obefoir as ye will answer to ws ther-
vpone, and vnder the hieist pane and charge that efter may follow, nocht-
withstandin our vtheris letteris gevin in the contrar abefoir, Ande thir
oure letteres be you sene, vnderstandin, and deuly execut, deliueris them
togidder with with your autentik ansueir, to the said Schir Johne the
berar. Gevin vnder our signet, at Edinburghe, the v day of November,
and of our regne the xxviij yer. James R. And efter the said letter wes
oppinly rede, herde, seyne, and vnderstandyne, thir personis vnder wrytin,
that is to say, Robert Blinsel, Iohn of Knollis, Master Andro Cadiow,
Jhone Wormet, William Aberdour, Robert Prat, Richard Hile, John
Glenmaluyn, Robert of Buchan, Jhon Mar, Richard Hill younger, Dauid
Kintor yonger, Johne Fechat, Alexander Scrogis, Androw Murray
yonger, Thome Simsone, Richard of Cullen, Johne Menzes, William
Hay, William Quelp, William Moir elder, Jhone of Kintor, Androw
Goldsmith, Thome of Waus, Jhone Senclar, Alexr. Rolland, tollar,
William Dumbrek, Symon Gardyne, George Brone, Johne Grege,

13th Nov.,
1487.
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Donald Strathachin, Robert Craige, Dauid Prat, Alexr. Gray, William
Andersone yonger, Jhone Blak, William Vmfray, Thome Sadillar,
Henry Berne, Thome Gladistane, Robert Evinsone, William Nory,
William Dauisone, Dauid Spens, Willam Sprout, William Scharp,
Thome Litstar, Sandy Alanson, Patrik Adamson, William Verty, Alexr.
Rolland, Jhone Fechat, Edmon Hay, William Gray, Wil. Ranisone,
Ranald Talzeour, Thome Hatmaker, Robert Quhit, Patrik Clerk, Thomas
Fif, William Kintor, Jhone Stevinson, Patrik Andersone, Wil. Giffarde,
Dauid Hile, Dauid Symsone, Robert Slesser, Thome of Narne, Androw
Murray elder, Robert Kyntor, James of Kennerty, Gilbert Moreson,
William of Tullideff, Richard Litstar, William Fywe, Duncan Lam-
myngtone, Sandy Talzeour, Jhone Thomsone, William Philp, Duncan
Smitht, Sandy Baxter, Robert Auchterless, Androw Aundene, Sandy
Logy, Dauid Tailzeour, James of Kyntor, Andrew Ancroft, James Ken-
nerty younger, Jhone Atkinsone, Moris Byssat, Duncane Straloche,
Thome Jamesone, an Robert Club, James Crab, Johne Waus, Johne
of Buchan, Wate of Auchnef, Matho Glenmaluyn, and Jhone of Lun-
doris, auisitly deliuerit, the saide Schir Johne being removit, that thai
gaf neuere power, command, nor commissione to Dauid Menzeis, na to
nane vtheris, to gif ony bill of complaint, nor to mak sic senister inform-
atioune in thair name til our souerame lord, nor his lordis of consale,
apone the said Schir Jhone Ruderfurde, declarand the said relatione
nocht trew. And attour thai declarit and schew that the said Schir Jhone
maid nane oppressione within the said burghe apone nay man.

3lst May, 1488.

The samyn day, the aldirman and consaile forsaid, with avise of the
curat and collectour, and pairt of the communite, and vtheris chaplannis
for vphauldin and augmentacione of devyne seruice in ye queir of Abirdene,
has gevin and grauntit to Androw Coupar the haile clerkschip of the
Castalgate of the said burghe, with al fredomes, comoditeis, asiamentis,
profitis, and deviteis, aucht and wont, perteninye, or may pertene thairto,
with the pertinence in during the tovnis will, for his continuale gude
seruice in the said queir, at al his possibilite and pouer to be done as
efferis. To the quhilk the said Androw is bundyne be the fatht of his
body, and to reman and nocht remoyf fra tham but thar licence. And
for his remaning, Williame Coupar, his fadir, is becomyne souertie be
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his hande. And efteruart, the tone to amend and ek him of his fee, quhen
he cumis tile age, efter his gude seruice.

The samyne day, the aldirman and consale forsaid, with avise of the curat

ande collectour, ande part of the communite, ande vtheris chaplannis, for the
vphauldin ande augmentatione of devyne sernice in the queir of Abirdene,
hes gevin and grauntit to Sandy Vocat the prayour bell, witht ale fre-
domes, comoditeis, asiamentis, profitis, ande deviteis, aucht and wont. The
said Alexander ryngand the said bel daly, at the houris of twelf at noone
and sex at evyne, as vse is, for al Cristyne saulis, ande doing seruice in the
queir at his gudly possibilite.

The said day, the alderman and consal forsaid, with avise of the curat
and collectour, and pairt of the communite, and vthiris chaplannis for vp-
haldin and augmentacione of divyne sernice in the queyr of Abirdene, has
gevin ande grauntit to Richart Boyle, thar ald servitor, the haile clerk-
schipis of the Gallougate ande Gastraw of the saide burghe, with all fre-
domes, comoditeis, asiamentis, profitis, and deviteis, aucht and wont per-
tening or may pertene thairto, with all pertinence, for al the dais of his
lywe, the saide Richart doing continuale gude seruice in the saide queir
at al his possibilite and pouer as efferis, to the quhilk he is oblist be the
faith of his bodie.

12th September, 1489.

The xii day of September, the yer forsaid, the alderman, ballieis, con-
sale, and communitie, gathreyt, grauntit and consentt, be thair aithis, to
thir artikilis and opinionis vnder writin, subscriuit with diuerse lordis and
baronis handis. In the first, quhar our souerane .lorde was slayne, and nay
punicion maide tharfor apone the treasonabile vile personis that putt thair
handis violentlie on his mast nobile persoune, quhais saule God assolze,
to be for pvnicioun of thay tresonabile personis committaris of the saide
slauchter.  Secundly, for the reformacione of the misgouerance of our
souerane lordis tresour and dispositione of his heritage, menesand his
auctorite and crovne, and als for the remeide and souerte of our
souerane lordis mast nobile persone, and of our lordis his brether, and
inlikuase his tresour, strincates, and artalzery, to be putt in souer and
comptabile mennys handis, to the vtilite and profit of our souerane

3lst May,
1488,
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lord and his successouris, be the avise and consal of the thre estatis.
Asua, that all ransomis tane be ony maner of mane of ony of the kingis
lieges, spirituale or temporale, be restorit and gevin agane. And asua
that his lawis and justice be ministerit throu his realme to all his lieges
equaly, according to the plesance of Gode, commone profit of the realme
and lieges, and grantit thar commone sele thairapone.

16th June, 1490.

The said day, it was deliverit be a sworne assise, Dauid Mar forspekar,
that Christane Lilburne sall cum in presence of the alderman, balyeis, and
the haile court, and on hir kneis ask Schir Johne Streweling forgifnes for
the strublance of him vnder silence of nycht, openly glammerand him, saiand
scho sald ger banys the said Schir John out of this toune, qubilk the said
Schir Johne wald nocht haf sastenit for j* crounis, and atour for part of
assithment of the said blasfemmy ,the said Cristian sall cum on Sonday nixt
to the hie altar in Sanct Nicholes kirk, and proffer j lib. of wax in hir hand
to the said Schir Johun, at hie mestim, in presons of the hail pepill, at the
will of the said Schir John ; and atour gif the said Cristian beis convictit
in tim to cum for strublance of the said Schir Johne, or of ony vtheris
famouse personis, the said Cristian sall pay to Sanct Nicholes wark x
merkis, at the will of the alderman, and the consale of the toune, and of the

party, the said x mercis vnforgiffin, togidder with ane sufficient amendis till
the party.

11tk February, 1492. )

The saide day, the aldirman sett, and to ferme layit to Jonhne of Chamer,
the Sondais fische and the mettis pertening to Sanct Nihcoles for this yer,
sichk as he hed it obefor, the said Johne is oblist be his handis, landis, and
gudis to content and pay to the alderman, or master of Sanct Nicholes
werk, thre b[arrels] of salmond, thairof twa b[arrels] at Mydsomir next
herefter, and j b[arrel] at Lammes thairefter.

[List of the Town’s Charters.]

Inprimis, in a box of the selling of the toune of the crois, sald be Johne
Banerman to the toune of Abirdene.

Item, a charter of Johne Banerman of Ailsik to the saide Johne Baner-
man, made of the crois, sald til him fer vij** merkis.
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Williame Nicholsone, v s.; Jonhe Guge, j d. barrel salmonde; Thomas
Mar, d. barrel salmond ; Alexander Angosone, vi s. and j dusan futfale;
Johne Lammyntone, v s., or j quarter of j¢ lentrinvair ; Richard Hill
zonger, ij dusane lentrinvair ; Johne Moir, x s.; Androw Culan, d. barrel
salmond and j° lentrinvair ; Willlam Goldsmicht, v s.; Dauid Theman,
v s.; Androw Waus, vs.; Jonhne Waus, d. barrel grilss; Richard Lit-
star, v. s.; Dauid Spens, d. barrel salmond ; William Couper, vs. ; Robert
Ovinsone, j dusan of futfale; William Murray, j dusan futuale ; Thomas
Chapman, j dusan futuale ; William Moir, j dusan of lentrinware; Thome
Gerdnar, ij s.; Alexander Prat, j dusaie of futuale; Alexander Talzeour,
in Futye, ij s.; Androw Lousane, vs.; Cristy Prat, v s.; Donald Baxtar,
xii d.; William Cuming, xii d.; Murtho Blak, ij dusan lentrinvair; Thome
Smythe, xii d.; Ionhne Tulibo, j quarter of j° lentrinvar ; Androw Smyth
zonger, xii d.; Johne Williamsone, j dusan futuale ; Androw Smyth, ij s. ;
Ionhne Lindoris, iij s.; Androw Hall, xii d. ; James Smyth, xii d. ; Robert
Flesser, j dusan futuale ; Johne Loremar, xviij d. ; Will. Gray, talzour,

xii d.; Iohne Annane, j dusan futuale ; William Philp, j quarter of j¢ len-

trinvair ; Alexander Talzour, xii d.; William Ranisone, iiij s.; Richard
Baxtar, ij s.; Johne Selby, j dusan lentrinvair; Jonhne Low, smyth,
xviij d.; Alexander Malisone, j dusan lentrinvair; Patrik Baxtar Nichol-
sone, xxx d. ; Johne Sanclar, x1 d.; Alexander Crage, iij s. ; Alane Lit-
star, xx% s, ; Thome Matland, ij s.; Thomas Waus, d. barrel grilse;
Richard Waus, d. barrel grilss; Thomas Menzes, d. barrel grilss ; Mathow
Branche, d. barrel salmond ; Alexander Myrtone, j dusan futuale ; Ionhne
Retie, d. barrel salmond ; Walter Atkin, iiijs.; William Wormet and his
moder, j barrel salmond; William Blinsel, di. barrel salmond; Lindesay
Harvalde, x s.; Jonhe Kintor, iii s. ;- Alexander Chamer the sone, d. barrel
salmond ; Tonhne Blak, at the Key, xx s. ; Richerd Hill elder, v. s.; Dauid
Murray, x s.; Eduard Top, v s.; Patrik Rede; d. barrel salmond;
Alexander Chamer of Murthill, j barrel salmond for my lord of Arbrothoc ;
the Widow of Dauid Colisone, j barrel of salmond; Thomas Meldrum,
v s.; Androw Watsone, ij dusan of lentrinvar; Sir Jonhne Ruthirfurd,
j barrel salmond ; Duncane Smytht, v s. ; George Byssat, d. barrel salmond ;
Gilbert Litster, v s.; Dauid Steuane, d. marce; Robert Crage, j barrel
salmond. Ego Villelmus Morison curatus fateor me debentem vnam
barellam salmonum teste manu propria Robert Moir d. marce infra annua-
G
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tim Johannes Menzeis d. barelle salmonum. James Gordone, iij** futuale;
Androw Ancroft, d. barrel salmond ; Henry Rede, v s.; Thomas Glen-
maluyn, j dusane of futuale ; William Gerreache, j prevyse last fraucht for
gif thai fraucht his schipe, falzeing thairof d. barrel salmond; William
Lyntone, iiij s.; Gilbert Menzes, d. barrel salmond; Dauid Blinsel, d.
barrel salmond ; Gilbert Riburne, d. marce ; Johannes Blak, in vico castri,
d. barrel grilse ; Adam Culane, d. barrel salmond ; Duncan Collison, d. barrel
grilss; Johne Duncansone in Banf, d. barrel salmonum ; Alexander Gray,
xviij s.; Jacobus Colison, d. barrel salmond and xxv s.; Willelmus Colp,
d. barrel salmond ; Willelmus Kintor, d. barrel salmond ; Daunid Kintor,
j barrel salmond ; Willelmus Porter, d. barrel grilss ; Patricius Leslie, x s. ;
Johannes Anderson, ij dusan futuale ; Johannes Thomsone, d. barrel gulse ;
Jacobus Crage, v s.; Richardus Wricht, labores pro octo diebus ; Willel-
mus Wricht, pro octo diebus labores; Willelmi Skipper, v s.; Patricius
Chernside, d. barrelle salmonum ; Willelmus Buchane, v s.; Thomas
Litiljohne, v s.; Alexander Mathesone, d..[barrel] salmond; Willelmus
Lamyrton, ij s.; Sy? Smolt, xii lentrinvar ; Willelmus Torne, xii len-
trinvar ; Alexander Hay, xii lentrinvar; Androw Williamson, ij s.; Sy¢
Gardin, v s. ; Jacobus Gourlay, v s.; Androw Law, xii futuale; Thomas
Philp, ij s.; Dauid Strachin, iiij s. ; Walterns Vaus, iijs. and xii futuale ;
Johannes Chepman, v s.; Duncanus Porter, xxx" d.; Robertus Ouchter-
less, ij s.; Willelmus Finguss, xii futuale; Petras Futhes, xii futuale ;
Andreas Sthevinson, xii futual vel valorem ; Andreas Body, xii lentrinvar ;
Johannes Talzour filius ; Dauid Talzour, xii lentrinvar ; Johannes Stevin,
iij s.; Henry Bavne, iij s.; Thomas Hatmalin, ij s.; Johannes Murray, ij
dusan lintrinvar ; Donaldus Strathin, v s.; Patricius Clerk, iij s.; Andreas
Litster, ane cow; Alexander Chamer in Schipraw, iij s.; James Crak,
iiij s.5; Wat Philpson, xii futnal; Andreas Murray, x s.; Alexander
Sanchar, j pece leide ; Johannes Rede, wobster, iij s.; Syme Richersone,
ij s.; Wat Careache, ij s.; Duncan Hatmalin, xii d.; Andreas Hatmalin,
xii d.; Andreas Iohnston, xii lentrinvar ; William Stil, xii lentrinvar ; Ro-
bertus Walcer, xii d.; Johannes Sadlar, xii d.; Forsy Davisen, j dusan
lentrinvar ; Thome Watsone, xx lentrinvar ; Johannes Achneyve, ij s. ;
Johaones Logy, xii d.; Jacobus Kinnerty, j lib. wax; Dauid Beu-
erlay, ij s.; Johanncs Robertson zonger, j dusan lentrinvar; Johannes
Rede, ij s.; Jobannes Watsone, ij s.; Thome Wodman, xii futuale;
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Alexander Ranisone, ij s.; Will. Hari)er and Mage Still, d. barrel 11th August,
grilse. o

27th August, 1493.

The saide day, comperit ane richt nobile and honorabile mane, Alex-
ander Iruyne of Drvm, in presence of the court, for carnale affection
and resonabile causis concerning him, gaff, grantit, and assignit be ane
gluff to Dauid Irwyne, his sone, gottin betuix him and vmquhile Nannys
Menzeis, quhom God assolze, ale and hale his gudis beand within the
landis of Coule, that is to say, xx* oxin, and five chalder of malt fermes
yerlie, togidder with assignation of the tak, for all the dais of the said
Dauidis lyve, and thre hundreth wederis, being within the Fortrie in
Buchane to sustene him at the scolis, as in the instrumentis takin thar-
apon mair fullely is contenit; befor thir witnes Alexr. Burnat of Leis,
Alexr. Burnat, his sone, and apperynge ayr, Thomas Prat, Androw
Murray elder, Thomas Mar, William Blinsele, Johne Skene, Richard
Rutherfurde, Mathow Branche, Thomas Menzeis, Lawrence of Crav-
monde, Gilbert Ross, Johne Robertsone in Taruas, Philp Dumbrek, and
Schir Johne Striveling.

The samyn day, Alexander Iruyne of Drvm assignit, gaf, and gravntit
for resonable causes concerning him, til Alexr. Iruyne, his sone, gottin
betuix him and vmquhile Nannys Menzeis, ale and haile his gudis beand
in Kinharroquhe, that is to say, the corne, xxxiiij oxin, and thre hundreth
yowis, togidder with the assignation of the said tak for the termes of the
said Alexanderis of Drvm, be ane gluff, to sustene him at the Scolis, as
in the instrumentis takin tharapone mair fullie is contenit ; befor the said
witnes and notar. :

The said day, Alexr. Iruyn of Drvm, for carnale affection and resonable
causis concerning him, gaff, grantit, and assignit be ane gluff to Johne
Iruyn, his sone, gottin betuix him and vmquhile Nannys Menzeis, ale
and hale his gudis, corne, oxin, and viij** youis, within the Cragtoune,
togidder with the assignation of the said tak for his termes, as in the in-
strumentis takin therapon mair fullely is contenit; befor the said witnes
and notar.
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The saide day, Alexr. Iruyn of Drum, for diuerse resonable causis
concerning him, gaf, gravntit, and assignit till Agnes Iruyn, his dochter,
gottin betuix him and vmquhile Nannis Menzeis, ale and haile his gudis,
corne, oxin, and viij** youis, beinge in Dalmayok, togidder with xxiiij
ky, and ane bull in Collangy, to opbring hir and mary her; befor the saide
witnes and notar.

15th November, 1493.

The saide day, Alexander Stute, Thomas Barry, and Mathow Wricht,
masonis, was conducit and hirit be the aldirman ande consale for ane yer
to remane and abide in thar seruice, batht in the luge and vteuche, ande
pass to Cowe, thar to hewe and wirk one thar avne expensis, for the stuf
and bigyne of thar kirk werke, and thai haue sworne the gret bodely aithe
to do thar saide seruice and werk for this yer, for the qubilkis thai sal
pay to ilk ane of the saide masonis xx merkis vsuale’ money of Scotland
alanerlie, but al accidents of brede.

22d November. 1493.
The saide day, the alderman, diuerse of the consaile and com-
munite present, for the tyme, for the bigin, reformacioun, and vp-
hauldin of thar commone knok in the tolbutht, grantit to Dauid

Theman, goldsmytht, fourty s. of the thre buthis vnder the tolbutht,

qubile the next generale assedacioun, and thane thai grantit him ane
d. nethis fischingis of the furdis maile and gressome fre to him and
his assignay, and ane mark of ane of the saide buthtis yerlie, ‘and
to be taxt fre, for the quhilkis the said Dauid and his assignay sale
deulie bige, reforme, and vphald the saide knok be sicht of the tone as
efferis.

28th January, 1494.

The saide day, the aldirmane, balzeis, consale, and communite, warnit
be the hand bell throw the haile toune, gathreyt, and circualy inquerit be
Philp Dumbrek, officiar, gravntit and oppinly schew that tha wald ayfaldly
defende thair landis and heretage of the Stokat, batht with thair personis
and gudis, at all thair possibilite, quhilkis is purchest be Androw Wod, as
thai ar informit.
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12¢th May, 1494.

The saide dai, the haile consale, and communite warnit, and circualie
inquerit, be Alexander Chamer, lbai]za, ilkane mane be himselff grantit,
and opinly declarit that thai walde defende thar heretage, batht with thar
personis and gudis, clamit and persevit be Androw Wode, and thir per-
sonis vnder writtin: that is to say, Alex. Rede, aldirman, Sir Johne
Ruthyrfurd, Alex. Chemer the fadir, Alex. Menzeis, Dauid Menzeis,
Johne Culane, John Colysone, Thomas Prat.

21st May, 1494.

The saide day, the aldirman, balzeis, consale, and communitie, gathreit
be the premunicioun of the hand bell, grantit one thar aone fre wil to gif
ane contribucioun of fourty merkis to the part of thar expensis that ar
chosin to be commissaris to the defense of ther heretage, clamit be Androw
Wode, thai beand circualy inquerit be Dauid Mar, balze, and Philp Dum-
brek, serieandis, and thai chesit Gilbert Menzeis, William Futhes, Alex.
Gray, Richerd Waus, and Johne Waus, to extent the said x] markis throw
the haile tone, be thar athis and conscience, efter the faculte of thar
gudis.

The said dai, the haill tone chesit Alexander Red, aldirman, Schir
Johne Rudyrfurde of Tarlane, Alexander Chamer of Murthill, Alex.
Menzeis, Johne Colisone, commissaris, to pass til Edinburghe, to defend
thar heretage, clamit be Androw Wode, and ordanit ane commissione,
vnder the commone sele, to be gevin to thame for that mater, and all
vtheris summonce beand apone thair tone.

20th June, 1494.

Jacobus Dei gracia rex Scotorum etc. Omnibus probis hominibus suis
ad quos presentes litero peruenerint Salutem Sciatis nos quoddam actum et
decretum per dominos nostri consilii inferius descriptos data et promulgata
vtinam intellexisse sub hac forma. At Edinburgh, the xix day of Junii,
yer of God ane thousande iiij* nynty and four yeris, the lordis of consale
vndir writtin : that is to say, maist reuerende and reuerend faderis in God,
Robert Archbeschop of Glasgw, George Bischop of Dunkeldin; noble
and mychtie lordis, Archibald Earle of Angouss, Chanceller of Scotlande,

28th January.
1494,
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duellaris of this burghe betuix sexty and sextene yeris to be ready weile
abilzet for weir, with xI days wittal, to pass to the kingis hienes efter the
tenour of the proclamatioun be our souerane lordis lettres maid thair-
vpone.

10th October, 1494.

The saide day, Alexr. Rede, alderman, this yer bygane, and Androw
Culan yonger, ane of the balzeis, presentit and deliuerit to the alderman
and bailzeis in the court thair acquitance vnder wrytin, that is to say,
an acquitance of the Lord Erskene of j¢ lib.; acquitance of the Duk
of Montrose of x] merkis; acquitance of xx% merkis of the Covntas of
Crafurd ; acquittance of xxvi merkis of the blak freris; acquittance
of x merkis of the quhit freris; acquitance of v lib. of the lard Drum,
for wtheris ayris; acquitance of v lib. of Grantuly; fra the collectouris
of Old Aberdene xx s. for barbouris obeytis; acquitance of v merkis
of Orknay, and ane acquitance of v lib. of Orknay; and acquitance of
xiij merkis of the comptrollar ; quhilkis the common clerk lokit in the
commoun kyst incontinent at the commawnde of the saide alderman and
balzeis.

29th March, 1495.

James, be the grace of God kinge of Scottis, til our louet Richard Mac-
donele, maser, our schiref in that part specialie constitute, greting: For-
samekil as now of late our trast cosing ande chancellar, Archibalde Erle of
Anguse, passit, and in our name componiy ande appointit with the pro-
vestes, aldermene, bailzeis, and communiteis of our burrowis vnder writtin,
for thir sonmes of money efter following, to be inbroche and pait to ws be
thame, siclik as vtheris the prelatis, baronis, and burrowis of our realme,
dois for expedicioun of gret materis, concerning ws, the commone weile
of our realme and lieges, in great nernesse: that is to say, our burche of
Aberdene, tua hundrethe pundis; Montrose, fyfty pundis; Dunde, tua
hundrethe and fyfty pundis ; Brechin, xxx lib. ; Forfair, xx merkis ; Aber-
brothoc, xxx lib.; Pertht, j° fyfty lib.; Couper, fyfty lib.; and the cietie
of Sanct Androwis, j¢ lib. Our will is heirfor, and we charge you straitlie
and commandis that ye, incontinent thir our letteris sene, pass to ale the
saidis burrowis, ciete, and townis aboue wryttin; and, in our nayme and

11th August.
1494,
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autorite, command and charge the provestes, aldermen, bailzeis and com-
muniteis of the samyn, that thai incontinent thankfully pay and deliuer to
yow, in our name, the soumes of money aboue writtin, ilk towne for thair
awne parte lik as thai promitht to oure said chancellar one our behalfe,
to be inbroche be you to ws, to the effect aboue writtin ; and, failzeing of
the paiment of the saidis soumes promitht be thame, as said is, that ye
recognis in our handis the fredomes of the saidis burrowis and ciete, charge-
ing the communiteis and inhabitantis tharof that thai wyse nay thing be-
langing the fredome of the samyne, or recognition standing therapone,
and quhile the saides soumes be pait vnder all the hiest paine and charge
that efter may follow. And thir our letteris be you deuly execut and in-
dorsit, bringis thame togidder with the said soumes to ws. Gevin vnder
our signet, at Edinburghe the xxix day of Marche, and of our regne the
sevint yeir.

1 10tk April, 1495.

The saide day, certane personis vnder writin, of thar avne fre will has
lent and deliverit this money efter folling, to pay Jonhe Ferdour for the
making of the ruff and tymmir of the queyr, and the money resauit fra the
personis that happinnis to haue takis of the tone at the next assedatioun,
sal be allouit in thar gersomis; and the personis that gettis nay takis sal
haue thar money of the haill tone at the fest of Sanct Androw in winter
next herefter. Thir ar the personis: In the first, lent be Alexander
Chamer elder, x1 s.; Robert Blinsel, xl s.; Androw Murray elder, xI s. ;
Alexander Chamer the sone, xls.; Androw Culan yonger, xl s.; Dauid
Adamsone, xx s.; Dauid Spens, xxs.; Philip Dunbrek, xviijs.; Johne
Thomsone, xv s.; Patrik Leslie, xxiij s. iiij d. ; Willam Nicholsone, xx s. ;
Dauid Mathesone, xI s. ; John Wormet, x] s. ; Androw Branche, xxxvj s. ;
Robert Crage, xls.; William Gereache elder, xx s.; William Anderson
elder, xx s.; Thome Leslie, xx s.; Androw Ancroft, xx s. ; James Craik,
xx s.; Johne Menzeis, xxvj s. viij d.; Androw Cullan, elder, xviij s.;
Richard Lul zonger, xxiij s. iiij d.; Johne Grege, thre lib.; Alexander
Nathty, x s.; Alexander Gray, xl s.; William Wormet, xx s.; Thome
Waus, xx s.; Johannes Retye, xxx s.; Alexander Mathesone, xx s.;
Alexander Menzeis, xI s.; Johne Culan, xI s.; Bessy Blinsele, xx s.;
Richard Hil elder, xl s. ; Richard Waus, xx s.; Patrik Chernsid, xx s. ;
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Johne Moir, xx s.; Will. Goldsmith, xx s.; Alexander Mar, xI s.; George
Bysset, xl s.; Duncan Colison, xx s.; Robert Cullan, xx s.; James Coli-
son, xx s.; Allan Litster, xx s.; Johne Waus, xx s. ; summa huius, Ixii
lib. v s. and iiij d.

The xviii day of Marche, the yer forsaid, it was ordanit be the alderman,
ballieis and consale, that thare salbe gevin to our souerane In xxiii [?] in
wyne, Xix of patoune [?] iiii lib. 10 s., xii lib. skorcheatis, xxxvis. In
wax, v pieces, price v lib. su xii lib.; and xI s. in wax, wyne, and spice to
the Erle of Bothuale, to be takin of ther commone gudis of the malis of
the Witsonday terme to cum, sa far as it will extend to.

5th July, 1495.

The fift day of July, the yer forsaide, thir personis vnder writtin: that
is to say, Willeame Gareauche elder, Williame Blinsel, Dauid Spens,
Johne Thomsone, Thomas Meldrum, Alane Litstar, and Alex. Prat, was
chosen, and sworne the gret aithis, till taxt and extent be thair conscience
and aithis throw the haill tone fywe schillingis and iiij d. ilkan day, for the
space of ane monetht, to the sustentacioun of aucht Inglismen of the Duk
of Yorkis, direkit to the toune be our souerane lordis hienes, and his
letteris therapone; and also to extent fiwe merkis to Alex. Menzes, for to
pass to our souerane lorde to recouer licence to the toune to remain at
hame fra the weir, to defende the toune fra our aul inemyis of Ingland, and
for the recompensing of the labouris done be him at the last parliament in
the presenting of the commissione, &ec.

9th September 1495.

The saide day, Alex. Menzeis, Robert Blinsele, Jouhne Cullane, Alexr.
Corde, Thomas Prat, Gilbert Menzeis, Andro‘ Cullan zonger, Dauid
Mathesoun, Alexr. Gray, and Williame Futhes, was chosin and suorne
the greite aithes, be the consale and communite, warnit and gathreit be
premunicioun of the hand bell, thro the haill tone tile extent i lib [ ]
the haill tone to be gevin in ane propin till our soverane lordis hienes for
his gude grace of licence gevin to ws to reman at hame fra the passage
in Ingland, in fortifieing and supleing of the prince of Ingland, Richard
Duk of York.

H
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11th December, 1495.
Copia litere regie.

Jacobus Dei gratia rex Scotorum Omnibus probis hominibus suis ad
quos presentes litere peruenerint Salutem Sciatis quia intelleximus quod
burgenses et mercatores burgi nostri de Aberdene quam magna dampna
et incommoda hactenus perpessi sunt ob exportacionem lane pellium et
corriorum extra vicecomitatum nostrum de Abirdene in contrarium priui-
legiorum et libertatis dictorum burgensium in fraudem nostre magne cus-
tume dicti burgi Nos igitur attendentes et perpendentes infrictionem dicte
libertatis et huiusmodi dampna nostra et dictorum nostrorum burgensium
Commisimus et tenore presentium committimus preposito balliuis et bur-
gensibus dicti burgi nostri qui pro tempore fuerint eorumque deputatis
liberam facultatem et plenariam potestatem eschaetandi et ad vsum nos-
trum appropriandi et capiendi huiusmodi bona lanas pelles corria sic extra
dictum vicecomitatum dicti burgi abducta seu imposterum forsitan abdu-
cenda absque solucione nostre custume de quibus quidem bonis eschaetatis
concessimus et tenore presentium concedimus dictis preposito balliuis et
burgensibus burgi nostri de Abirdene dimidietatem eschaete eorundem pro
eorum laboribus sumptibus et expenssis faciendis circa eorum eschaeta-
tionem aliam vero dimidietatem dicte eschaete ad nos importare et de
eisdem bonis annuatim nostro scaccario compotum reddere tenebuntur
prepositus et balliui burgi supradicti prout - litere potestati quondam caris-
simi et nobilissimi cui nostri dictis preposito balliuis et burgensibus prius
desuper confectis in se plenius proportant et testantur Quare vniuersis
et singulis ligeis et subditis nostris quorum interest vel interesse poterit
stricte precipiendo mandamus quatenus dicti preposito balliuis et bur-
gensibus dicti burgi eorumque deputatis ministris et seruitoribus in omni-
bus et singulis eschaetacionem dictorum bonorum concernentibus et depor-
tacionem eorundem ad vsus nostros vt premittitur prompte respondeant
pareant et intendant Et quod incontrarium presentium nullatenus deuenire
presumant temporibus pro futuris sub omni pena quam erga nostram re-
giam incurrere poterint maiestatem presentibus pro nostra voluntate et
deindi vsque ad nostram specialem reuocationem earundem duraturis
Datum sub magno sigillo nostro apud Abirbrothoc vndecimo die mensis
Decembris anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo nonagesimo quinto
et regni nostri octauo.
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3d February, 1496.

The saide day, it was deliuerit be the alderman and consale present for
the tyme, for the gret offense committit be Williame Belty agains Thomas
Waus, that the said William sall offir and present his crag to the goyf, and
his knyf in bis hand, thar to stand at the wil of the said Thomas; and
atour the said William salcum one Sonday that next comis, in the tyme of
hie messe, in lynning claithis, bare lege, fute, and hede, with ane louse
govne, and j candill of ane pond of wax in his hande, and his dravn knyf
in his tother hand, offering the candill to haly kirk, and the knyf to the
said Thomas, in takin of repentance of the said offence, asking the said
Thomas and his frendis on his kneyes forgyvnes; and attour the said Wil-
liam sall pay half ane stane of wax to the haly blud licht ; and atour, gyf
euer the said Willame committis ony offense or strubulance to the said
Thomas, or ony vtheris famouse personis in tyme to cum, and beis conuikit
thairintill, he sall pay tene pundis to Sanct Nicholes wark vnforgevin ; and
to the fulfilling and keping of the deliuerance, the saide Williame and
Thomas was oblist be the faithis of thar bodies thar hands vphaldin.

28th April, 1496.

_The xxviij day of Aprile, the yer of God forsaid, Schir Johne Ruther-
furde knicht, alderman, exponit and schew to the consal how the tone was
vnder summonce be diuerse parties beseking thame to provide for expensis
to the defense of the samyn, considerand thar commond gudis was exponit,
and atour the alderman deliurit in his compt of his expensis of the termes
of Mertimes bygane, and Witsonday next to cum, extending to xix lib.
and j d.

8th May, 1496.

The viij day of May, the yer forsaid, the aldirman, bailzeis and. consale
present for the tyme at the Womanhill, for vphaldin of the auld louable
consuetud, honour, consolacioun, and plesour of this burghe, lik as hes
bene vsit in tymes of thar worthie and honourable progenitouris, chesit
Thomas Leslie and Robert of Cullane, coniunctlie abbotis and priour of
Bonacord, tile vyse and exerce the said office this instant yer, and grantit
to pay thame v merkis of the common gudis this tyme tuelf moneth.

11tk July, 1496.
The saide day, it was statut and ordanit be the alderman, balzeis, and

3d February,
1496.
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consall, for the commone profit and sayffty of the tone, that al fremen,
burges of this burghe, compeir personalie one Monunday the xviij day
of Julij instant, at the Cunneger hill, welbodin and abilzeit for weir in
ther .personis, ilk ane efter their faculte and degre, as efferis, ilk ane
hevand ane spear or j bow, and ane targe, with wther .defensabile wapins,
the sper of v elne and d., efter the tenour.of the kingis. proclamatioun,
and to remane within this burghe for the defense of the samyn, fra our
ald inemyis of Ingland; and euere freman that falzeis and remanys nocht
personalie within this burghe, sall pay viij s. ilkan day for his forfet, to
furnist vther personis to the defense of the tone, vnforgevin.

Tth June, 1497.

The saide day, William Stray, litster, Thomas Robertsone, Johne
Munk, Johne Litstar, Andro Murray elder, and for him Dauid Murray,
Robert Themdaile, and Edward Top, ilk ane of thame in ane amerciament
of the court, because thai failzeit in the waching of the tome be thaime
and thar seruandis, efter the tenour of the ak maid thairapone abefor, for
the quhilkis ilkane of the saide persones sale pay to the halie blud licht
j lib. of wax; Androw Murray, d. stane, and Johne Litstar, his mache
ij lib.; and that thai pay the wax or thai pass out of the tolbuith,
and ij s. ilkan persone to the balzeis for thair wnlaw, and thar ser-
uandis to be put in the goif, thar to reman quhile vij houris efter noone,
and nocht to be lousit out of the goif quhile the saide hour, for nay
request.

11th June, 1497.

The saide day, it was thocht expedient, statutit, and ordamt be the al-
derman, balzeis, consale and communitee, for the sayftie of the towne and
the resisting of the ald inemeis of Ingland, that ale the inhabitantis of this
tone sall make thair fossis and bastalze as it is fondit in breid and lintht
fra the southt hevin to the northt hevin, with help and supple of our
masteris the chanonis; and that ane blockhouse salbe bigyt of gret strinth
at the hevin moutht. And that euere burges sal inbring certaine land-
men, out duellaris, and not inhabitantis of this toune, efter thar faculte,
and sustene tham one thar expenssis, to remane within the tone als lang as
neidis; and that nay man borow nor lene geir, vnder the paine of eschet ;
and that euere mane be weil abilzeit with defensabile wapinnis, as efferis,
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efter the tenour of our souerane lordis letteris direkit thairvpone. And
that ale burges, batht to burghe and lande, sal remane personalie withiu
the burghe, and nocht to .pass vteuche vnder the panys contenit in our
souerane lordis letteris direkit thairapon. And that euerie mane haue
thar targis and ale ther geir redy at the premunicioun and warning of the
common bell, vnder the panis contenit in our souerane lordis letteris, that
is to say of tynsal landis, lyue, and gudis.

4th July, 1497.

The ferde day of Julij, the yer forsaide, it was ordanit and statute be
the alderman, balzeis, and consal of Aberden, and approuit be the com-
munite of the samyn, that gif our ald inemeis of Ingland propose and
schepis to lande, that the tone keep tham obscur, and suffer tham to lande
gif it be seyne expedient to the alderman and the quartermasteris chosin
be the towne for the kepin of the burghe and the resisting of our saide
inemeis : that is to say, the alderman, ouirman, Alexr. Menzeis, Robert
Blinsel, Dauid Menzeis, Alexr. Rede, Jonhne of Culan, Alexr. of
Chamer, Johne Colisone, Thomas Prat, William Porter, and Jonhne
Wormet ; and the toune salbe quarterit in four partis, and canellis castyne
for the wechin of the tone, and ilkan quarter to wach nicht about.

The saide day, it was statut and ordanit that ij kelis one the tovnis
aventouris be brocht to the neyss, and al fishear boitis be brocht and
haldin one floit besid the said kelis, to pass and repas for the saiftie of the
mene and landis of Torry.

The saide day, it was statut and ordanit that ale outburges, for thar
nonresidence personalie within the burghe, salbe punist efter the tenour of
our souerane lordis letteris of proclamacioun maid thairapone.

The saide day, it was statut and ordanit, gif the Inglismen propose to
lande one the northt partis of the havyne, that al manere of men, with thar
cartis of weir, with horsis, gunrye, artailzerie, and ail vther defensabile
wapinnis, be redy, and pass to resist thame for the saiftie of our cathedral
kirk, my lord of Aberdenis palace, aur maisteris the chanonis, and ther
familiaris and habitaciones.

11th June,
1497.
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vther stuf according thairto; ale flescheris to haue fresche flesche dailie
and hourlie slane and to be sclane; ale fischearis to haue fische redy, salt,
pouderit, herde, and fresche quhen the wedder ansueris thairto; al candil
makaris to haue candile redy maid sufficient stuf ; ale talzeouris, cordonaris,
and skinneris, to haue werk maid and stuf redy to mak, ilkan according
to thair craft ; al merchandis to haue wax, wyne, spicery, and vthir mer-
chandice redy, to the furnising of our souerane lordis hienes; and
that al elding sellaris bring thair elding dailie and hourlie to the
mercat.

25th December, 1497.

James, be the grace of God kinge of Scottis, till ale and sindrie our
officiaris, lieges, and subditis, quhaim it efferis, quhas knowlege thir our let-
teris salcum, and, in special, our admirall and his deputis now present, and
to cum, greting: Forsamekle as we causit of our commandment our louit,
fameliar squiar Nichele Ramsay, master of our schip callit the Mare
Bartane, to pass diuerse Raissis of our realme in warfar, in contrar our
auld innemeis of Ingland; and, as we ar informit, our said admirall and
his deputis wexis and trublis the saide Nichole be thair arrestmentis, and
askis and requiris admiralite of our saide schip, to the gret tribill of our
said seruitour, and in contrar justice, gif it sa be. Quhar we commande
and charge our saide admirale now present and his deputis, and all
vtheris our admirallis and thair deputis to cum, our officiaris, liegis, and
subditis forsaides, that nane of youe tak vpon hande to ask or requir ad-
miralite of ony maner of gudis, wone witht our said schip, fra the said
Nicholl, his factouris, or ony of his seruitouris; or yit, that ye or thai
mak ony arrestment, molestatioun, tribule, or injur to the saide Nicholl,
his factouris, or seruitouris, in thar personis, landis, or gudis, for ony
gudis wonnyn be our saide schip in ony tyme bygane and to cum, under
all the hiest paine, charge, and offence that ye and ilk ane of you may
commit and inrin agane our maiestate in that part. Dischargeing you
our admirall now present and your deputis, and all vtheris our admirallis
to cum and thair deputis, of your and thair offices in that part be thir our
letteris. The quhilk we will endur for all the daies of the saide Nicholes
iff. Gevin vnder our priuie seill, at Abirdene the xxv day of December,
the yer of God Ixxxxvij yeris, and of our regnne the tend yer.

I

17th Nov.,
1497.
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sufficientlie as efferis, as thai wald answer thairapone; of the quhilkis the
alderman askit at me Schir Johne Stirueling, notar publict, befor witnes,
Robert Blinsell, Alex. Menzes, Thomas Prat, Duncan Colison, William
Futhes, Robert Crag.

22d August, 1498.

Xxij Augusti anno Domini m° iiij¢ Ixxxxviij. It is avisit and thoeht
expedient be the commissaris of burrowis, viz., Edinburgh, Abirdene,
Pertht, Dunde, Hadington, that thar be direct ane schap clerk, and twa
burges merchandis of fasson, to the Archeduk of Austrie, &c., with our
souerane lordis antentyue writtingis, and perfit instructionis for remeid
tueching the mater of the letteris of marque, and the dukis proclamatioun
tueching the stapill, gif thar ony sic be.

The personis diuisit to pass at our souerane lordis emplessour ar thir, viz:

For the merchandis,

Schir Thomas Tod, provost of Edinburghe ;

Schir Johne Rutherfurde, alderman of Aberdene.

For the clerkis,

Maister Dauid Setone, persone of Fethyrcarne ;

M. Gawan Dunbar, dene of Murray, failze of ony vtheris siclik clerkis

of wisdome to be chosin in thar stedis.

Item, it is avisit and thocht expedient be the said commissaris of bur-
rowis, that devisit remeid may be had tueching the multitud of sailaris, viz.,
that na man saile within j last of gude of his awne, or samekle in sterage,
according to the act of parliament maid theropane, vnder the pane of x lib.,
as is contenit in the saide act of parliament, to be rasit till our souerane
lordis wse.

Item, in likwise that the act of parliament be obseruit and kepit tueching
the craftismen, viz., that nane of thame occupy merchandice and thar craft
togidder, sa that gif thai occupy the merchandice, that thai leif thar craft,
and in the contrar, efter the forme of the said act maid tharopane ; and the
provest and balyheis within burghe, as schireffis in that part, to cersse the
brekaris of thir actis, and to raise the pane of x lib. of the persone brekand
ony of thame alsoft as it happinnis, till our souerane lordis wse, and compt
therof yerlie to be gevin in the cheker.

17th May,
1498.
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8th April, 1500.

The saide day, thir personis vnder writin, of thair avne fre will, motyve,
and gud mynde, in the honour of Almyghti God and thair gloriouse pa-
trone Sanct Nicholes, oblist and bande thame be the fathtis of thar bodiis,
ther ayris, executouris, and assignaes, be ale thar gudis and landis, to
content and pay to the alderman, balzeis, or master of the kirk werk of
Aberden for the tyme, thir somes of salmond and money, to the bying
and pament of leid to thar saide kirk. In the first, Schir Ionhne Ruther-
furd, alderman, ane barrele of salmond ; Alexr. Menzeis, j barrele salmond ;
Robert Blinsele,j barrele salmond; Johne Cullan, j barrele salmond ;
Alexander Rede, j barrele salmond; Thomas Prat, j barrele salmond ;
Robert Crag, d. barrel salmond; Williame Futhes, d. barrele salmond ;
William Chamer, d. barrele salmond; Jonhne Blak, d. barrele salmond ;
Alexander Gray, d. barrele salmond; William Anderson Jacobi, x s.;
Duncan Colison, v s. ; William of Murray, v s.; Johne Duncanson, v s.;
George Bisset, d. marce; Malcum Crag, d. barrele grilse; Alexander
Lindesay, v s.; Patrick Leslie, d. barrele grilse, or the vaile ; George
Bell, d. barrele salmond ; Robert Hay, ij s.; Ionhne King, x s.; Thome
Chapman, d. marce ; Andro Meldrum, [ ] s.; Thome Forsy, ij s.; Alex-
ander Burnat, iiij s.; Ionhne Meldrum, iii s.; Andro Cullan zonger, d.
barrele salmond; Master Androw Byssat, x s.; Ionhne Annand, iiij a8
Thome Wode, d. marce ; Thome Alexanderson, ij s.; Alexr. Hay, v s.;
Andro Stevinson, ij s.; William Scherar, litstar, iiij s.; Alexr. Blak, xs.;
Androw Watsone in Cullane, ij s.; Ionhne Telzour Crukschank, ijj s.;
Andro Mureson, iij s.; Thome Philp, ij s.; Robert Rede, iiij s.; Thome
Wodman, ij s.; Alexander Brabner, ijs.; William Gray, ij s.; James
Torre, ij s.; Andro Johnston, ij s.; Robert Futhes, ij s.; Thome John-
ston, v s.; Alexr. Hay, litstar, v s. ; Philp Kelly, ij s.; Andro Hutmaker,
xii d. ; Thome Meldrum, v s.: Johne Fullertone, ij s. ; Thome Narne,
ij s. ; Gilbert Patersone, ij s.; Andro Murray, xiij s. and iiij d.; Thome
Gerat, xii d.; Johne Horne, v s.; Andro Louson, v s.; James Gourly,
v s.; William Balhelvy, ij s.; Dauid Talzour, ij s.; Andro Michelson,
ij s.; Syme Richerdson, iiij s.; Andro Body, ij s.; Andro Low, ijs.;
Johne Tulibo, iij s.; Alexr. Gray, vs.; Thome Watsone, v s.; Dauid
Strathachlin, v s. ; Cristy Prat, v s.; Johne Porter, iij s. ; Iohne Wilzong-

son, d. marce; Iohne Thomsone, d. barrele grilse; William Andersone
K

8th April,
1500.
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the body of the tovun, and circualie inquerit be Willeame Scrimgeour, ane
of the officiaris of the said burgh, ale in ane voice concordande gef,
grantit, and assignit to thair traist clerk and nychtbour sone, Maister
Dauid Menzheis, ale and haile thar chapellanry of Sanct Dutheis altar,
with ale proffitis, richtis, and pertinence pertenyng, or may pertene tharto,
situate within the perise kirk of the said burgh, for ale the dais of his lyfe,
vacand be decess of vinquhile Schir Willeame Crukschank, last possessour
of the samyn ; and constitut, maid, and ordanit Johne Lesley of Warderis,
alderman, Schir Johnne Rutherfurd, knycht, Alexander Menzeis, Robert
Blinseile, Dauy Menzheis, Alexander Reid, Alexander Chamer, Johne
of Cullane, Gilbert Menzeis, James Colisoun, thar commissaris, coniunctly
and severally, tile institut and inuest the said Master Dauid in the said
chapellanry ; and ordanit euidentis vnder thar commone seill, according
tharto, to be maid in dew forme, to the said Master Dauid, one the
souerast wase be thair commone clerk. .

13tk January, 1504.

The saide day, the alderman and counsale grantit thame avande, in the
townes nayme, to Davy Theman, foure markis, vsuale money of Scotlande,
for the kepin of thar common horolege and knok, for ane vnce and d. vnce
of siluer, quhilk he put in the ¢ommon armes of the tovne, gevin to thar
commone menstralis quhene thai passit to our souerane lordis marriage at
the tovnes command, quhilkis thai gravntit to pay to the saide Dauy.

Eodem die tribus processibus perlectis per religiosum virum fratrem
Andream Storour priorem Carmelitarum dicti burgi nomine conuentus
eiusdem de et super recuperacione proprietatis et possessionis cuiusdam
terre vaste Thome Pyot pertinentis jacentis in vico viridi ex australi
parte eiusdem inter terram Jacobi Pyot ex occidentali ex vna et terram
dictorum fratrum siue domus ex australi partibus ab altera et communes
vias regias versus oriens et boream in defectu solutionis vnius annui red-
ditus decem solidorum vsualis monete Scotie sibi et dicte domui debiti et
a longo tempore non soluti vynde dictus prior petiit a nobis secundum vim
formam et effectum sui processus precedentis juris et justicie comple-
mentum sibi fieri de dicta terra cum pertinentiis Et consequenter dominus
Dauid Liell prelocutor dicti prioris porrexit plegium in manibus Willelmi

23d Dec.,
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13th January, Scrlmgeour vnius sergeandorum dicti burgi quod ipse prior propnetatem
_- o possessmnem recuperauit de dicta terra cum pertinentiis in defectu
solutionis annui redditus antedicti vnde hora diei legitime expectata om-
nibus interesse habentibus vocatis et nullo comparente nec opponente de-
cretum fuit ex ore Alexandri Joffrasoun iudicatoris curie.et datur pro
iudicio quod ipse causam suam obtinuit in recuperacione proprietatis dicte
terre cum pertinentiis Super quibus dictus dominus Dauid nomine pre-
locutorio quo supra petiit instrumentum Testibus Johanne Rutherfurd
milite Alexandro Reid Jacobo Collisone Johanne Ratre Andrea Cullan
Dauid Theman ut supra

15tk April, 1504.

Eodem die accedens ad barram religiosus vir frater Andreas Storour
prior domus fratrum Carmelitarum de Aberdene nomine dicte domus et
protestatus fuit in forma juris pro vmo annuo redditu xiij solidorum et
quatuor denariorum de quadam terra vasta jacente in le Grene quondam
Dauid Strathin inter terram quondam Johannis Duruard ex orientali ex
vna et communes vias regias versus boream occidens et austrum sibi et
dicte domui annuatim a longo tempore debito et non soluto ad quam
terram accedens nichil reperit distringibile preter terram et lapides quos
balliuos in succulo presentauit in curia tanquam secundo die huius pro-
cessus Testibus Dauid Tailzeour Georgio Tailzeour Thoma Gledstand
et Ormundo Lesly sergeando

Eodem die accedens ad barram religiosus vir frater Andreas Stourour
prior domus fratrum Carmelitarum de Aberdene et protestabatur in forma
juris pro vno annuo redditu decem solidorum sibi et dicte domui annuatim
a longo tempore debito et non soluto de terra vasta Thome Pyot jacente
in vico viridi ex australi parte eiusdem inter terram Jacobi Pyot ex
occidentali ex vna et terram dictorum fratrum siue domus ex australi et
communes vias regias versus oriens et boream Ad quam terram accedens
nichil reperit distringibile preter terram et lapides quos balliuis in succulo
presentauit in curia tanquam secundo die huius processus testibus ut
supra.

11th October, 1504.
The said day, it was diuisit and ordanit be the alderman, bailzes, and
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d. last slamonde, in the name of Bryame Roche, for ten fuder of led, re-
sauit to Sanct Nicholes work, quhilkis iiij lastis and d. war schippit custome
free. And the said Thomas, in the name of the said Bryame his master,
helde me wele content, and pait, and dischargit, and quietclamit the said
prouest, balzeis, consaile, and communite thairof, now and foreuer, befor
Hary Stot, skipper.

8th QOctober, 1507.

The said day, it was appointit and accordit, betuixt the prouest, bailzes,
and counsall one that ane part, and Richerd Wrycht, anent the mending and
reformacioun of the stepill of the tolbutht, in maner and forme as followis :
that is to say, the said Richerd sall, God willing, mend and reforme the
stepill forsaid ennowe, and vteucht sufficiently and substanciusly in ale
thingis as efferis, and thai sall fynd and dilyuer to him ale stuff conuenient
thairto within the said tolbooth, and fynd him seruandis to heise his tymmer
quhene it is reddy, and it beand sufficiently reformit and mendit, thai sall
refund and pay to the said Richerd tene markis, and sall enter to the re-
formyng of it incontinent, and thai sall pay to him xl s. at his enteray to the
said wark in onwartis.

26th December, 1507.

The same day, it was appontit betiux the prouest, bailzeis, and consale
one that ane part, and Johne Ferdour, wricht, one that vthir part, in maner,
forme, and effect efter following : that is to say, the said Johne sale, God
willing, big, oupmak, and finally end and complet the xxxiiij stallis in thar
queir, with the spiris and the chanslar dur, and ale vthir thingis according
tharto, one his avin expensis, alse substanciusly and honorable as he may,
as thai ar begunnyne, and bettir gif he cane, betuix this and the fest of
Sanct Petyr, callit Lammes, immediat heirefter following, or at the fest of
Sanct Michaell nixt, and immediat tharefter following at the ferrast ; qubilk
being completit, and finally endit at the said day, as said is, the prouest,
bailzeis, and consale sale content and pay to the said Johnne tua hundretht
pundis vsuale money of Scotland, with ane bontay according to thair honor ;
and gif he completis nocht the said wark be the said day, thane thay sall
content and pay to him the some contenit in the first contrak, and this con-
dicioun making nay dirogacioun to the first contrak. To the keping of the

1

24th Sept.,
1507.
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barrel salmond; William Laysk, v s.; Gavane Murray, half j barrel of
grilse; Johne Arthour, j barrel salmond; Dauid Fyone, xvijs.; Dauid
Straloche, x s.; Dauid Lame, v s.; Mathoue Branche, j barrel grilse;
Patry Chernsid, j barrel salmond ; Duncan Fyf, d. barrel salmond, or the
vaile of thaim ; Johne Cullan, ij barrel salmond; Richard Waus, d. barrel
salmond ; Duncan Craik, d. barrel salmond ; Thomas Menzeis, d. barrel
salmond ; Alex. Nory, vj s. viij d.; Niniane Blinsele, viij s ; Henry Rede,
d. barrel grilse; Alex. King, iiij s.; Alex. Bannerman, in Bog Farlour,
v 8.; Andro Barkar, x s.; Alex. Kintor, d. barrel salmond ; Johne Ander-
sone junior, v s.; Duncan Gilrucht, v s.; Johne Qubhitcorse, iij s.; Andro
Grig, iij s.; Johne Litster elder, iij s.; Thomas Meldrum, ix s.; Richard
Wricht, viij dais laubour ; Robert Moryse, iij s. ; Alex. Roche, v s.; Johne
Meldrum, v s.; Dauid Bannerman, ij s.; Alexander Buk, iij s.; William
Blinseile, couper, v s.; Dauid Couper, v s.; Johne Brakhauche, iij s.;
Alex. Fraser, iij s. ; Robert Moir, iij s.; Patry Leslie zongar, v s. ; Johne
Watsone, iij s.; Andro Portar, iij s.; Johne Wischart, xvi d.; Johne
Slesser, iij s. ; Richerd Redhed, v s.; Tomas Lammyrtoun, vi s.; Duncan
Waudy, vj s.; Alex. Mortymer, ij s.; Johne Froster, v s.; Johne Lore-
mar, v s.: Dauid Treis, ij Inglis grotis; Alexander Donaldsone, ij s.;
Andro Smyth, iijs.; Johne Baugerscho, xvi d.: William Watson, iij s. ;
Gilbert Litster, x s.; Andro Edindeocht ij s.; Robert Joffray, iij s.;
Andro Brabner, v s.; James Gourlay, x s.; Androwe Stratoun, xiiij s.;
Alex. Tulideff, iiij s. ; Johne Riche, iiij s.; Crysty Prat, x s.; Alexander
Horne, v s. ; Robert Piper, iiij s.; Williame Stile, iiij s.; Robert Red, v s.;
Adam Wer, x s.; Andro Gordoun, mercatour, iiij s. ; Alexander Brabner,
ij s.; Alexander Moresone, iij s.; Gilbert. Tailzeour, ij s.; Alexander
Tailzeour, iij s.; Philp of Kelly, v s.; William King, ij s.; Syme of
Ellone, vj s. viij d. ; Johne Mar in Dyse, iiij s. ; Dauid Crysty, iiij s. ; Johne
Brabner, v s.; Duncan Porter, iiij s. ; Nichol Baxter ; v s. ; Dauid Strath-
achin, vij s.; Thomas Laysk, x s.; William Cheishame, vij s.; Johne
Ramsay, vij s.; Johne Wilzongsone, v s.; Henry Andersone, v s.; Dauid
Andersone, vij s.; William Rolland, d. barrel salmond; Andro Litster,
xiiij s. ; James Strathachin, v s.; Robert Hile, x s.; Johne Crag, x s.;
William Wormet, j barrel grilse ; Thomas Craufurd, x s.; Dauid Ander-
sone, j barrel salmond ; Alexander Blindseile, j barrel of grilse; George
Bisset, j barrel of salmond ; Dauid Mar elder, d. barrel of grilse ; the four

30th Dec.,
1508.
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to mend him his fee, quhilk Sir Johnne sall enter at the fest of Lammes
nixt herefter to his service, and licence him betuix this and ' thane, to red
him self of vder places, quhar his geir was. And this tene pundis to be
vptakin be the 'said Sir Johnne yeirlie, fra the personis and placis that
thai assigne to him.

30tk April, 1511.

The said day, it was statut and ordanit be the prowest, bailzeis, and
counsail for the tyme, for the clenging of the toune agane the quenys cum-
ming, that the belman pas throw all the hail toune, and command and
chairg all maner of personis, that has ony myddingis apon the forgait befor
thair yetts and daioris, to devoid, red, and cleng the samyn, betuix this
and Sonday, vnder the pane of xl s. vnforgiven of the faltars, and them
that reds nocht the saymn. And atour comandit the four officiaris to tak
with ilkane of thame twa witnes, and pas throug thair quarteris of the
toune, and ger devoid and red the heygait of al swyne crvffis being apon
the forget, betuix this and Sonday, vnder the ‘pane of escheting of the
swyne of thame that halds the said cruffis, atour the said tyme, and ane
amerciament of viii s. vnforgiven.

4th May, 1511.

The said day, the prouest, bailzeis, counsaill, and communite of the said
burgh, warnit be the handbell and the officiaris oppinly throw the haill
townne, gatherit, and circualy inquerit, be Normond of Lesly and Gilbert
Prestoun, officiaris, all in one voice, concordand, grantit, and frely con-
sentit to ressave oure soverane lady the queyne, als honorablie as ony
burgh of Scotland, except Edinburgh allanerlie, and to mak als larg ex-
pensis thereapone as the prouest and counsail diuiss, for the honour of the
towne and plesour of his gud grace. And for the money to furniss and
mak the expensiss hereapone, the haill towne, representande the body of
the saymne, grantit, consentit, and ordanit certaine commissaris, that is to
say, the prouest, Sir Johnne Rutherfurd, Johnne Colison, Johnne of Mar,
James Collisoun, Johnne of Cullan, and Androu Cullane, to set certaine
takix, fischeings, and landis of thar commonte for the termes to be thoucht
expedient be the said commissaris, for the sowme of ii¢ lib., under or abuf,
as thai think expedient, to prouid the said propin allanerly ; and ordanit

7th June,
1510.
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goyf at thar wyle. And gif euere he passe throw the toune in tyme to 26th February,
cum in siclik caise, but charge of the prouost and bailzeis, his crag salbe 1512
put in the gof, and stand xxiiij houris, and salbe secludit of that office for

ale the dais of his lyve.

18tk June, 1512.

The said day, the prouest, bailzeis, counsaill, and communitie consentit
and ordanit that all thar gunnys, cartis of weir, targis, trinschis, fossis, be
prouidit, graithit, maid, and furnist for weir to the resisting of our auld
ennemeys of Ingland, apone thar expensis, and to tak the rediast of the
townis malis to the furnissing of the samyne, and chesit Dauid Stewart,
and Johne of Meldrum with him, masteris of the said artailzerie, till oursee
the samyne, and maik thaim to be weile furnist in all poyntis as efferis,
in all possible haist, and the towne to gif thaim expensis and money to
the prouisioun of the samyne.

10¢k February, 1513.

The said day, the provest and counsaile ordanit Andro Fif, bailze, to
gathir and ressaue xlij lib. and fourty schillingis, to Johne Innes expensis,
to by thair artailzery, of the rediast of thar watter malis of Dee and Done,
quhar it may be erast gottin, and to put the said artailzery tocum about
to the havin of Aberdene, togidder with the givne powder, as it beis sene
expedient to tham that thai writ to.

14th February, 1513.
The personis that pait the money to the kyng of thar artulzery to Andro
Fyf, balze:

In the first, the prouest, xI s.; Patry Leslie, xI s.; William Rowan for
himself, Marion Ranald, Gelis Allardes, and William Vmfray, liij s. and
iiij d.; Alexander Gray, xxx s.: Johne Blak, xxx s. and iiij d.; Dauid
Fynne for Bessy Setone, xxxiij s. and iiij d.; Dauid Andersone, xI s.;
William Futhes, xxxiij s. and iiij d.; Robert of Crag, xxxiij s. iiij d.;
Walter Cullane, xxxiij s. iiij d. ; Charles Stevinsone, xxxiij s. iiij d. ; Johne
Arthour, x s.; Agnes Andersone, xiij s. iiij d.; Nathon Branche, xxxijj s.
iiij d.; Dauid Mar, xxxiij s. and iiij d. ; Patry Red, xiij s. iiij d.; Thomas
Waus, xxxiij s. iiij d.; Dauid Arroc for umquhill Bessy Blinsele, xxxiij s.
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29tk April, 1513.
The said day, it was ordanit and deliuerit be the prouoist, bailzeis, and
counsale, that Androw Cullane sall leue als mony ratheris as wilbe scaffald-
ing to the tolbutht stepill.

2d August, 1513.

The secund day of August, the yer of Gode, j» v xiij yeris, Androu
Cullane, Thomas Waus, George Bysset, Jonhne Andersone, and Dauid
Fynne, war chosin be the haile towne, pronost, baillies, ¢ounsale, and com-
munite, tile extent and sett the some of xx* scorr of pundis to furnist xx#
speris, ilkan speir to vj hors therof, iij ridand mene, and iij hors of ca-
ragis, to pas with our souerane lord in his weres in Ingland, for the space
of x1 dais efter thair cuming to his grace. And the vij day of the said
moneth, the buk of the said contribucion was presentit to the haile towne,
quhilk was set be the said taxtaris be thar athis. And therefter Walter
Cullan and Malcome of Crage, with help of Andro Fyf, bailzie, was
chosin and commandit gathir the said mony, to be distrobut ymang the
personis chosin for the saide speris.

15th November, 1513.

The rest of the money and salmond awand to Sanct Nicholace, and compt
thairof takin be the provest and auditouris, of Andro Cullane and
Georg Bisset, maisteris of the kirk werk, the xv day of Nouember,
the yer of God j™ v¢ and xiii yeris.

This is the sowmes of money and salmand awand to Sanct Nicholace,
of the termes bigane, to the xv day of Nouember, anno quingentesimo
decimo tertio of thir personis vnder writin, that is to say, of thame that
has pait.

The taxt of the justice air tane of Sanct Nicholace.
In the first, pait be Thomas Wod, viij pund, to James Colisoun, of the
Martimes in anno vndecimo and Witsonday xii

Item, be Dauid Kintor ! : c v lib. vi s. viij d.
Item, be Georg Bisset 3 : . v lib. vj s. viij d.
Item, be Patrik Chernsid ¢ . - vj lib. xiij s. iij d.

Sowme of this is xxv lib. vj s. viij d. :
Item, pait to Sanct Nicholace werk be Georg Bisset, as Schir Wilzeam
M

29th April,
1513.
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our glorious patroun Sanct Nicholace, and all sanctis, for the decoring and
reparacioun to be had in our modir kirk in necissar and neidfull thingis
thoucht expedient, and specialie in sang bukis for our queir, chantour,
cappis, frontallis, towalis of the hie altar, for clathis, chandelaris of bras,
lectronis of bras, westmentis and ornamentis pertening til the hie altar, chalis,
mess buk, and all vder necessar thingis to the decoring of the said alter,
kirk, and queir: it is diuisit, statut, and ordanit, that thar be takin of all
schippis that passis furtht, or is fraucht out of this burgh to Flanderis or
Zeland, of euery sek of woll or skinnis sek lik, and of euery last of sal-
mond and hidis, tuelf grotis Flanderis money, to be ressauit and vptakin
of the merchandis gudes that happinnis to be input and ladnyt in the
samyn schippis, and to be deliuerit to ane collectour thoucht expedient
be the towne to ressaue the samyn, and reman in his handis, quhilk salbe
responsale tharfor, to be furthcumand to by the necessar thingis, thoucht
be the haile townn, to decoring of haly kirk, as said is. And in euery
charter party that happinis to be maid, that it be specifeit in the charter
partie payand, to the collectour that salbe ordand, xii g. to Sanct Nicholace
lycht ; and that the skipper of the said schippis, to be frauchit, ressave
and vptak the said xii g. with his fraucht, lelely and treulie deliver it to
the said collectour of the gudis being within his schip ; and at his frauchting
salbe sworne tharto. And this xii g. Flandris money, to gidder with
Sanct Nicholace awin propir gudes, to be takin vp and put in the said
collectouris handis for the space of five yeris to cum, fra the dai of the
dait hereof. And forthir, induring the marchandis and tounis wil, gif it
be vnderstandin be thame, the said gudis cummys to the profit of haly
kirk.

Item, it is statut and ordanit, fra thir furtht that na burges nor freman
be maid for the said space, bot or he be ressauit in fraternite of the gild,
sall pay ane Franche croune of wecht to Sanct Nicholace reparacioun of
his kirk and queir, and to be input in the said collectouris handis, for the
causis befor nemmyt, and of all craftismen and vther simple [ ]
be composicioun to pay ane certane [ ] eftir ther faculte, as salbe
aggreit with thame for the tyme.

Assua, that na vonfreman be licenc to saile in marchandice to na partis
without that he pay to Sanct Nicholace werk, and decoring of his kirk,

24th April,
1514,
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twa Franche crownis of the weicht, for the space forsaid; and gif the
provest for the tyme happinis to licenc ony to saile of his auctorite, he sal
ansuer for the said tua crownis, and deliuer, or cause to deliuer, the samyn
to the said collectour in firme keping, &ec.

It is statut and ordanit be the provest, baillies, counsale, and communite
of this burgh, that na maner of persone nor personis, fre nor vnfre, of quhat-
sumeuer degre thai be, of resset nor herbry ony manere of persone cumand
furtht of suspect placis quhare this violent and contageous suord of pesti-
lence ringis, nor na vder personis vnknavin cumand fra strang placis, with-
out licence askit and obtenit fra the provest or bailzeis, vnder the pane of
banyssing of the toune for zer and day; and or the said personis be lattin
in, that the host of thar innes qubar thai happin to lug in for the tym, cum
and ressaue thame at the portis, quhilk sal stand souerte for thame that thai
ar clene, and the toune to be quhit of danger of thame, and that ane of the
keparis of the portis of the tym cum and schaw to ane bailze and sic per-
sonis of the strangear, or he be lattin in.

Item, it is thoucht expedient, statut, and ordanit to vmbeschew the said
seknes, that thar be bot thre portis haldin oppin for cuming of strangearis,
that is to say, the Skulhill port, the Gallougat port, and the hil port of the
Castelgat, and all the laif be closit, and maid vp for ane certane tyme dur-
ing the townis will ; at the quhilkis portis, and at euery ane of thaim, salbe
tua keparis of sufficient personis with vappinnis according to thame, and
that na boyis nor laddis be ressauit to that wache for fensable personis, to
resist the incummaris and lurdanis that wald mak ony demand, and qubat
personis that sendis sic vanhabill folkis sal pay an vnlaw of viij s. vnforgevin.

Alsua it is statut and ordanit, that euery bailze in his quarter cheise cer-
tane honest personis and famous efter the quantite of the quarter, and caus
the samyn personis to be suorn the gret bodelie aitht, that thai sall lelely
and treulie noit and vpgif all resittouris and herbrearis of suspect personis
within this burgh, and all vther personis puuerale cumand within this burgh
to remain furtht of landward that has nocht to susten one alsoft and how
oft as thai happin to cum in, and that the ressanouris of the said personis be
hanyst the towne yeir and day as said is, and that na sic personis be tholit
cumand furtht to landwart or vtheris remane within this burgh.



OF THE BURGH OF ABERDEEN. 91

Alsua it is statut and ordanit, that all common wenellis, and oppin yardis
quhar all personis has passag and common wyse of gangind throucht, within
this burgh, in all partis qubar thai ar, be closit incontinent, and the saidis
venellis and yardis mad wp, euery porcioaner, or awanar of the samyn, to
mak his dikis sufficient, and big thar hed dikkis for the resisting of pas-
singeris and strang pepill, and gif the lard of the ground refuse to big his
dikis, that his tennentis big vp the samyn apon the lardis expensis, and to
be allouit in thar malis, and gif the tennentis refusis, thai to be vpbiggit apoun
the expensis of the land and malis of the samyn, be the bailze or officiaris
of that quarter. And that euery bailze of his quarter pass incontinent and
cause this statut to be fulfillit within xlviij houris herefter, vnder the pain
of viij s. for ane amerciament, and the vpmaking of the samyn ; and that all
thir forsaides statutis be oppinlie proclamyt at the merkit corse, that thai
may be manifest of the pepill of the toune.

Item, it is statut, ordanit, and thoucht expedient be the provest, bailzeis,
and counsaile, for the rescheving of this burgh fra danger of our auld ene-

meis of Ingland inuadand this burgh be manir of schippis or vderwais, that

thar be nychtlie for this somere sessioun, gif neid beis, four personis, abill
men, and furnist with vappinnis and geir, wachand, that it is to say, tua of
thame at the belhouse, bezond the watter, to await and tak tent gif ony
schips cummys apone the cost, quhilk sall haue fyr with thame and bekin
and schaw to the toder tua that sall waik apon the castell hill or tharby, and
gif thar apperis danger, or the said schips approchis, to mak fyr and ring
the bell to that, and that the toder tua may be soueralie aduertist of the
samye end, that the tan of thame cum and ring the common bell to walkin
the townn for defens.

12th May, 1514.

The said day, it was statut and ordanit be the prouest, consaill, and
communite of this burgh, for resisting of our auld inemeis of Ingland, that
thar be warnyt nychtly aucht able men, furnyst with wapins, to waicht
and keip the toun and the cost syid, iiij at Sanct Fethakis, bezond the
wattir, and vther four at the Cunnynger hillis; and at thai haue rady with
tham fyr and stuf to mak blaise, to warne thar marowis gif thai sal hapin
se ony salis one the cost, ilkane to wther. To the giding of the quhilkis
thair salbe warnyt, be the officiar of the quarter, a principall man, quhilk

24th April,
1514.
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doublit ; and for the third tyme, thair gudis to be eschit, and our souerane
lordis letteris put to execution thairwpoun.

It is statut and ordanit, that the trinches be maide sufficientlie, and that
every man that hes nocht byggit nor completit, that the samyn be completit
betuix this and Wedinsday nixt to cum, and euery man to ansuer to his
awin pairt ; and that euery man compeir npoun the linx efter noun, and
that the samyn be maid knawn quha hes biggit and quha nocht.

17th September, 1515.
Statut for the electioun of ix personis to pas to the dukis seruice.

The said day, the haile towne, warnit be the hand bell and the officiaris,
gatherit, representand the haill town for the tyme, and circualie inquerit,
chesit Gilbert Menzis, Johnne Cullan, Andro Cullan, Johne Colisoun,
James Colisoun, Thomas Waus, and Wilzeame Wormet, to be suorne the
gret aitht to chese nyne personis, fensabill pretty men, to pas and mak the
gud seruice, and to be nemmyt and chesin be thame.

26th September, 1515.

The said day, it was diuisit and thoucht expedient, for the trespass and
offens done be Cristall and Paull, Densmen, be the counsaile, for the
breking of the gunnys and cartys of the samyne, that thai sal amende the
said cartys and gunnys, and mak thame alse gud as thai war aforr, and
sal pay xl s. to the kirk werk and haly blud licht ; and sal cum to morne
at ix houris with twa candillis of ij lib. of wax, in thair handis, barhed,
and ask the counsaile and gud men of the tounn, in the name of the
prouest and haill toune, forgivnes for the strublance of the townn, and offer
the said tua candillis to the haly blud licht; and sall ament Jonet Kintoris
star that thai brak with stanys, and ask hir forgevnes for the falt done to
hir. And this, for part of the amendis for the falt committit be thaim,
and, for the quhilk amendis to be done, the skipper of the Dense schip
come souerte be his hand vpbaldin, for the said men. And Halbert
Strachan come souerte, be his handes and gudes, for the skipper, that the
said men suld mak the said amendis, as said is.

19¢h October, 1515.
The said day, the provest, baillies, counsale, and communite, grantit,

N

16th J une,
1514,






OF THE BURGH OF ABERDEEN, 95

representand the body of the haill tovne, has maid statut and ordanit that
thar be na maner of man maid burges of gilde within the said burgh ex-
cept burghs sovnis, or tham that mariis burges douchteris, quhilkis salbe
induellaris within the burgh or thai be maid, and find induellare souerties
within the said burgh for thar continuell residence, and thai to be maid
with the avise of the haill conseill or the most part tharof. And in likvise
it is statut be the saidis that nane onfreman nor freman quhilk makis
nocht contineuell recidence within the said burgh haue priuileg nor licens
to saill thame self nor thar gudis out of the port, nor fredome of this gud
toune, for na maner of request [ ] nor revart. And this statut to be ob-
seruit and keipit inviolable for all the space of sevyn yeiris immediat folow-
ing the dait of this writ; and gif it sall hapin the gud toune to brek thir
statutis maid be thame for the commone weill of the samyn, thane the pro-
mese and grant of the said tua s. greit, maid be the marchandis forsaid, to
be of nane awaill, force, nor effect, becans the said grant was maid for the
obseruing and keiping of the said statut; and gif the prouest quhatsumeuer
for the tyme makis ony freman, or licenc ony vnfreman or out duellar to
saile as said is, by the awise of the consaill, thane he salbe bund to recom-
pense the skath and dampnag dovne to our glorius patroun for the breking
of the said statut, as he will ansuer to God, the king, and the good tovnn.

8th October, 1518.

The said day, the prouest, bailyeis, and counseill assignit and ordanit
to be deliuerit to Sch1r Johne Cuming, thair chorister and player on thair
organis, aucht d. of Sanct Nicholes brald eunery Sonday, and euery prin-
cipall fest, likas youll, pasche, thair patrounis day, Witsounday, and sick-
like ; sextene d. in likwiss, as vss was to be gevin to Sir Androw Cup,
his predecessour.

112 October, 1518.
The saide day, Johnne Brabner promittit to the biging of the port of the
Gallowgat ane chaldyr of lyme. Alex. Gray promittit ane vther chaldir of
lyme to that samyn effect.

13th December, 1518.
The said day, the prouest, bailzeis, and a pairt of the conseill, assignit
Schir Johnn Cumming, singar of thair quayr, and playar one thair organis,

18th March,
1518.
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for his fee, for his gud and lovable service to be done yeirly, of the mail
of the croffis fiv merkis ij s. les, and the clerkship of the Castelgat quarter
for vther fiv merkis, and four merkis of Shedesley.

11th January, 1519.

The said day, the prouest, bailzes, and consaill, with assent and consent
of the haill comunite being present for the tyme, representant the body of
the haill tovne, all in ane woce, nane gansawand nor opponnen tham, that
to for the eking of thair merit, and in honor of God and the glorius matron
Sanct Anne, gef, grantit, and assignit, and be this wricht gevis, grantis,
and assignis to thar pure ladiis all and haill that pece grene land of tharis
liand on the north syd of thar seikhouse; of the.quhilk, the marchis efter
folovis in the letterend of this act; and that at the instance of ane rycht
venerable and worschipfull clerk, Maister Alexander Galloway, persone of
Kinkell, quhilk promittit, God willing, to big and vpheid one ane pece of
grovnd perteining to the said seikhouse, ane chapell and oratour, in honor
of God and the blisset matrone forseid, Sanct Ane; and the gift, dona-~
cioun, and patronage of the samyne to remain and abide with the gud toune
of Abirdene, and with thar successouris perpetualy in all tyme cuming.
And for the mair securite of the samyn, thai ordanit thar commont seill to
be affixit to thar said gift, and it to be extendit in the best and souerest
fassone, can be maid befor this witnes, Master Thomas Chamer, Sir Johne
Waus, Sir Dauid Waus, Dauid Loremar, and all the haill courte.

18th November, 1519.

The said day, Johne Alex. Rudirfurd, Willeam Rolland, and Patrik
Leslie, balzes of this burgh, for this instant yeir in ane woce gaf, grantit,
and assignit the aschatis, vnlayis, and amerciament for this instant yeir to
the biging and completing of thar port of the Gallowget, for wile and hon-
our of the gud toune.

20th October, 1520.

The said day, the prouest, bailzeis, and conseill, with consent and assent
of the haill merchandis and brethir of gilt being present for the tyme, warnit
personaly be the officiaris, ratifeit, confermit, and approvit the honorable
and lowable statut maid be thame the auchtene day of Marche, the yer of
God a thousand fiv hundreth and xviij yeris, tuiching the ij s. gret, to be
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pait of ilke sek of gudis that sall happine to pass furtht of thar port of 20th October,
Abirden to Franche, Flandris, Danskyne, Denmark, or ony vthir part with- 1520,
out the reaulme, providing all ways that thar be na freman maid brouchter
of gilde during the space of seven yeiris fra the dait of the said statut, ex-
cep thai that ar contenit in the samyne, and in likwise that nane vnfreman
be lecenc to saill him self nor his gudis for na maner of requist, price,
prayar, nor instance during the said space. = And givit sall happine the
prouest or denuys of gilde to lecenc ony vnfreman himself or his gudis to
saill, or to mak ony freman except tham contenit in the said statut, for
price, prayar, instance, or requist, thane, and in that kaise, thai bind and
oblegis thame be the vertu of this present act and statut, to content, refund,
and pay to Sanct Nicholes werk tene pundis greit Flandris money for ilk
tyme the said statut beis violet be thame, in all or in part. And attour,
gif it sal happene the said merchandis, or ony ane of thame, be thame salf,
or be thar factour, to failze in paiment of the said ij s. gret of sek, or of thar
gudis corrisponding tharto, tha being requirit be the tovnis factouris for the
samyn, thane thai binde and oblegis thame, be the vertu of the said act and
statut, to content and pay aucht crovnis Scottis money for ilke pund gret, or
xiiij s. for the franke, or according tharto of the money of the cuntray thai
pass in. And gif it sall bappin ony of the saidis brethir of gilt to gouer-
ane ony vnfremanis gudis vnder callour of his aune or ony otheris, thai
bind tham in lik wise to content and pay to the effect forsaid tene pundis gret
vnforgevin; and this statut to indure, and to be kepit for sevin yeiris fra
the dait forsaid, na maner of acceptioun to be proponit in the contrar ; and
qubai that violattis the samyn, in all or in" part, to incure the indignacioun
of God and our haly patrovne Sanct Nicholes, and pay the soumes abovne
writing ynforgevin. Super quibus omnibus et singulis honorabilis Gilbertus
Menzeis prepositus euisdem burgi a me notario publico sibi fieri petiit pub-
licum instrumentum : acta in pretorio dicti burgi anno die et mense quibus
supra indictione octaua pontificatus domini Leonis pape decimi anno septimo
Presentibus ibidem venerabilibus et discretis viris magistro Dauid Menzeis
presbitro in sacris letteris bachalario ac notario publico magistro Willelmo
Philpsone dominis Dauid Wause et Roberto Malisone capellanis ita est
Dauid Nicholsone notarius publicus ac scriba curie etc.

13th Januury, 1521.
The said day, Maister Johnne Marschell, maister of the grammer scvyll
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of Aberdeen, inquirit be the provest quhome of he had the said scoyll of
Abirden. Grantit in iugment, that he had the samyne of the said guyd
toun offerand him, reddy to do thame and thair barnys seruice and plesour
at his power, and ranuersit his compulsatour of the Curt of Royme in all
poyntis, except that it suld be lesum to him to persew the techaris of
gramer within the said burgh afor thair iugis ordinar, insafar as he mycht
of law. And that the towne kepand to him ald wse and wont, liikk as thai
dyd to the maister of the samyn in all tymes bigane.

24th March, 1621.

And in likwise the haill toun conducit and feit ane Flemyng, callit Henre
Deyne, gunner, till clenge, graitht, and decht thair artailzery, and to wse
the samyn at thair command gif neid for a monetht, contand xxx days for
ilk monetht, for the quhilk tha sall gef the said gunnour five crownis for
ilk monetht that he remayns in thair seruice.

Tth September, 1521.

The said day, the balzeis chargit all and sindry inhabetaris of thar tovne
of Futy, in generall and in speciall, that thai nor nan of tham tak one
hand to pull, gader, nor away tak nane of the mussillis nor kokillis now
begingin to gader one ane now skap at the northt watter, besyd the Cun-
ningar hillis, for yeir and day, that the forsaid skap be perfectly growing,
vndir the pane of banising the tovne for yeir and day oneforgewin.

13th April, 1522.

The said day, the provest, baillies, and counsell, and communite, all in
ane voce, chesit thir personis vnderwrittin to sit continuale with thair
provest, quhen thay ar requirit be him to awise on the necessar besynes
concerning the guyd town, for the defence of the samyn against thair auld
ennemies of Ingland, that is to say, Schir Johne Rutherfurd, Andro
Cullane, Iohne Mar, Johne Collisone, Thomas Menzes, Dauid Andersone,
James Collisone, William Rollane, and Patrik Leslie. And gif it beis
fundin that thair be sic neidfull bissines that it behuvis the guyd toun to
sett or formaile ony of thair takis, other of water or land, thai consent
inlikwise that thair be furtht chosyne, of the nomer aboue writtin, foure
personis, with thair provest, to sett or formail the said takis, for the com-
mont weill of this guyd toun, as thai wul answer afor God, and at thair
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lordis quhidder gif the said schip was lauchtfull price or nocht, for and be-
cause the saidis marchandice gudis of Abirdene was takin and arrestit in
Birown for the said schip and gudis, allegand nocht to be iust price for
sindry caussis, quhilk the bailzeis chargit the said officiar to do as he wald
ansuer one the executioun of his office.

26th May, 1522.

The sald day, Eduart Cokbourne, and Johne Bartoun, procuratour, and
Robert Bartoun, comptroller of Scotland, protestit solemply in jugment
that qubat skaith the said comptroller and Edwart sustenit throucht the
arrest laid one the gudis aboune writin be Patrik Leslie, Johne Chene,
Johne Senzeour, and Johne Stevin, sald cum apone the said arrestatour,
and for remaid of law, tyme, and place. And the said Patrik offerit the
said gudis, and the rest maid thar one to be loussit, incontinent thar findand
souerty, to do to him and his said complessis that law wald. And the said
Edwart fand Gilbert Menzeis of Findoun and William Rolland cautionar
to do to the said Patrik and his complices that law wald, tuiching the said
guidis, and the said Eduart oblegit him to keip tham skathlis thairof.

27th May, 1522.

Be it kend till all men be thir present letteris, wss provest, baillies, con-
sell, and communite of Abirden . . . for ane certane soome of nu-
merit money, pait to wss at the making of this writ, to the bigging of oure
blokhouse, bying of pouder, and paing of our gunneris feis, and vther
sindrie besines the toun hes ado, for the defence of the samin agains our
auld ennemeis of Ingland, now being in the sey with ane greit army, as
we are souerlie informit, pait to wss be our louit Johnne Senzeon, burgess
of the said burgh, for his grissoum and entress siluer, of ane half nettis
fisching of the furdis on the watter of Dee, of the quhilk grissovme and
entre siluer we hald wss weill content and pait, and quietclamis and dis-
chargis the said Johnne, and Jonat Crag his spouse, thair aireis .and
assignais, and all vtheris quhom it efferis, for wss, our aireis, and succes-
souris, for now and for euer. To haue set and to maill lattin, and be
the tennour of thir present letteris settis and mail lattis, to the said
Johne Senzeon, and Jonat Crag his spouse, and to the langast levar of
thame tua, and to the said Johnes aires and assignais, burgessis and in-
dullaris the said burgh, all and haill ane half nettis fisching of the furdis
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on the watter of Dee, with all and sindrie pendiculis and pertinentis, use
and wont ; quhilk half nettis fisching vmquhill Thomas Leitht, burges of
the said burgh, had in tak and -assidacioun of wss, for the termes of our
generall assidatioun, instant for all the termes of fiue yeris of our next
generall assidacioun, and forthir for all the termes that it salhappin the
samin till indur . . . The entre of the said Johne and Jonat, thair
aires and assignais, salbe, God willing, in and to the said halfnettis fisching,
vith the pertinence at the vigill of Sanct Androw, in the yeir of God j=
v¢ twenty and five yeris, quhilk salbe the entre of our next generall asse-
datioun, and fra thinfurth to continew in peciable josin and bruikin the
samin, for all the termes of the said five yeiris, and forthir during the
termes of our next generall assedatioun, be compleit and fullelie runnin . .
The said Johne or Jonat, the langest levar of tham tua, his aires or as-
signaies, payand to wss, our successouris or factouris, yeirlie, the soume
of tua merkis vsual mony of Scotland, at tua termes vsit within burgh,
allanarlie for all vthir thingis that may be askit or requirit of the said half
nettis fisching, with the pertinence, during the termes of this our present
assedatioun. And atour, we the saidis provest, baillies, counsell, and com-
munitie, bindis and oblesis wss, our ayres, and successouris, to warrand,
keip, and defend, all and baill the said half nettis fisching of the furd, with the
pertinence, to the said Johne and Jonat . . . . In witnes of the quhilk,
we haue causit our commond seill to be appensit to this present assedatioun,
togidder with the subscriptioun manuel of our commissaris handis, at
Aberden, the xxvii day of Maij, the yeir of God j™ v° twenty and tua
yeris.

20th June, 1522,

The said day, Johne Tullideff wes in amerciament of the curt for the
cruell strublance of Wat Wod, he beand in the townis seruice, ane of thair
wachis for the commond weill of the samyn. And the said Wat quit of all
strublance doyne to him, qubairfor the balzeis chargit thair officiaris that
thai sald tak sourte of him to compeir befor the prouest and baillies on
Mononday that nixt cummis till amend to the party, at the command of the
saidis provest and baillies.

Tth July, 1522.
The said day, the haill toun, warnit be the handbell, all in ane voce,
o

27th May,
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grantit and consentit that thair suld be ane commond tent and palzeon maide
for the lugeing of the nychtbouris of the samyn now in tyme of weir ;
and qubat guyd way that the provest and counsall may find for the samin
thai assent thairto all in ane voce.

10tk July, 1522.

The said day, the haill toun, gaderit be thair hand bell, and warnit in
speciall be thair officiaris, convenit within the tolbuitht of the samin, re-
presentand the body of the toun for the time, all in ane voce, considerand
the gret expression and cruell displeasure doyne to thame, in the taking of
thar nichtbour, Thomas Chalmour, burgess of the said burgh, vnder silence
of nycht, he beand in the kingis seruice, and presoning and withhalding
of the samyn be James Forbes of Auchintouill, Maister Wilzeame Forbes,
Maister Alexander Strachin, and Johne of Ruthirfurd, with thar complesis,
hes diuisit thair nychtbour, Duncan Mar, to pass to the gouernor and
lordis of the realme, to impetrat letteris of justice and aggenis the said
complaints ; and inlikwyse till labour for ane liscience to the toune and
nychtbouris of the samyne, to remayne at hame for defence of the said
towne, baitht fra thair auld ennemeis of Ingland and ewill nychtboris of the
cuntry. And failzeand at the said Duncan can nocht labour ane liscience
to the hail toun, that he will labour to se and find qubat nomer the said
toun may furneiss, sua that ane pairt ma remayne at hayme for the defence
of the said toun, and ane vthir pairt may be providit to pass at the plesour
of the gouernour and lordis of counsell. And thai ordanit Duncane Coli-
sone, bailze, to deliuer x merkis of the rediast mony, beand in his handis,
to the said Duncan, for his furnessing other of taxt wattir malis, or ony
vther mony. And inlikwise the haill toun has maid the said Duncan thair
commissar in that part, to compone for any certaine sovme of mony, for
thair liscence to remayne at hayme, and ordanit ane commissione to be
maid till him thairapone, vnder the commond seill, gif neid be, promittand
thame till keip ferme and stable, and to releif the said Duncan of the
soomes promittand be him, to the effect aboue writtin.

And inlikwise it wes statut and ordanit be the hail toun aboue writtin,
all in one voce, na man opponand nor sayand in the contrar, that na nycht-
bour within this toun duelland, suld house, harbry, nor resett nayne of the
personis aboue writtin, thameselff, thair horsis, nor thair servandis, nor sall
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sell nor gif to thame meit nor drink, noyther for horse nor man, nor haue
vther commounicatioun with thame of na maner of kind of merchandice,
nor with nayne of thair complesis quhilks were at the committing of the
said cryme. Nor inlikwise with the lard of Abirgeldy, nor his complesis,
quhilkis hes maisterfullie spulzeit and away taken the nychtbouris horses
furth of the fredome of the said burgh, vnto the tyme that thai haue maid
ane sufficient and conding amendis to the guid toun and nichtbouris of the
samyn, and at thai be liscence be the provest and counsell of the samyn
till haue commounicatioun with the nychtbouris of the samyn, vader the
payne of tynsell of thair fredome within the said burgh, and all other
priuileges or proffitis, takis or roomis, that thai haue or may haue within
" the samyn, and to be deprivit of the samyn incontinent efter thai be con-
vikit of the said cryme.:

And inlikwise it was commandit and chargit Normond Leslie and Dauid
Herroun, officiaris, be the bailzies, at command of the provest, counsell,
and haill communite, at thai suld pass, forse, and seik John of Rurthirfurd,
within the boundis of thair fredome, and gif thai culd nocht apprehend him
thairin, that thai suld pass to his lugeing within the said burgh, afor suffi-
cient witnessing, and warne him to compeir afor thame on Fredday the xi
day of this moneth of July, to heir and see himself declarit to haue tynt his
fredome within this burgh, and to haue forfaltit all and sindrie his takis
within the samyn. And inlikwise to [be] maid inhable in his persoun to
bruik euermair, tak or rovme, within the said fredome, for and because he

~ wes principall takar of Thomas Chamer, nychtbour of the samyn, and of
the presoning and withhalding of him.

The said day, it was statut and ordanit be the haill toun, all in ane voce,
that all maner of man within this towne duelland, baith burgessis of gild
and vther eraftismen, quhilkis his buthis or office houses, that thai remayne
commondlie in, that thai haue besid thame, in thair said offise howses, ane
sufficient fensable wapyne, sic as ax, halbert, gedward staf, or siclik, for
the defence of thair personis, gudes, and commond weill of the said burgh.
And at the officiaris pas throw the said burgh, and vise and see gif this
statut be fulfyllit ; and quba that failzies heirin to pay viij s. vnforgevin,
to be applyit be the prowest and bailies at thair wull, to quhat commond

10th July,
1522.
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operatioun thai think expedient. And to releif to the provest and baillies
incontinent, efter thai heir ony trubill or debait rysing in the said burgh.

15th August, 1522,

The xv day of August, and yeir afor writtin, the haill toun gadderit be
thair hand bell, and conuenit for the maist pairt for thair commond weill,
for the outred of ane somne of money extending to vij lib. Scottis, for ane
liscence to be haid to byd at hayme fra this oist now set to conueyne the
first day of September on Rosling Muyr. The quhilk personis beand cir-
cualie inquerit be the officiar, all in ane voce that wes present for the tyme,
accept thir names that efter sall follow, grantit to the paiment of the said
sovme, gif that thai culd do na bettyr, and inlikwise consentit and grantit
to mak ane commissioun vnder thair commond seill, with power to Johne
Mar and Maister Dauid Nicholsone, thair commissaris in that part, to pass
to my lord gouernour, and se quhat thai mycht get downe of the said soume,
and to compone for the samyn, and als to se quhow lang liscence thai suld
haue for the said mony paying, and gif this oist now sturit zeid nocht
furhtt to na set fedill, thai to haue thair mony againe, and this with the
consent of all thir personis efter following that wes present for the tyme :
that is to say, Johne Colisone, provest, Gilbert Menzes, Andro Cullan,
James Colasoun, Thomas Chavmer, Robert Moyses, Willzeam Rolland,
Dauid Anderson, Alex. Gray, J. Ruthirfurd, Walter Cullan, Johne
Cheyne, Mr. Andro Tulidef, Gavuen Murra, Dauid Lambe, Mathew
Branche, Johne Arthour, Wilzeam Chesolme, J. Murra, Andro Craw-
fuird, John Murra, Thom Craufuird, Rechert Vause, Johne Andersoun,
Andro Stratoun, Alex. Kintor, Sandy Gray, Nichol Baxster, James Fen-
tonn, Adam Weir, Duncan Mar, Johne Kennerty, Andro Andersonn,
Wilzeam Abirdoir, Gilbert Litster, Dauid Paip, Johne Mair, Wm. Annan,
Andro Lousoun, Wm. Kemp, Andro Gray, Ranald Andersoun, Johne
Sevin, Johne Brabner, Robert Cultis, Johne Rethe, Andro Tailzeoir,
Johne Ross, Johne Brabray, James Noyne, George Crag, Johne Walkar,
Johne Vschir, Wm. King, Sande Tulideff, William Buchan, William
Smyth, Wm. Blinseill, Duncan Andersoun, Johne Cristeson, Duncan
Bisschop, Johne Leslie, cuper, Dauid Crommy, Sande Anderson, Sande
Anderson, saulter, Dauid Brvce, Daunid Mar, James Johnston, Johne
Elleiss, Sande Scot, William Mathow, Wm. Gray, riddell, Wm. Wat-
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soun, Nichol Cussing, Sande Barnys, Sande Barbour, Johne Huntar, 15th August,
Adam Valcer, Thom Breichin, James Pantoun, Sande Nory, Johne Graim, 1522,
Dauid Bannerman, Wat Craufuird, Andro Tailzeour, Dauid Murra, Johne

Blak, Robert Blak, Johne Hay, Johne Andersonn, George Bissat, Robert

Wod, Wat Ancroft, Alex. Nicholsoun, Duncan Porter, Androw Craufurd,

Johne Murra in the Castelget, Johne Kintor, Sande Andersoun, Sande
Tulidef, Wm. Jakis, Symond Flesser, Johne Senzeour, Thom Blak, Will.
Andersoun, Thom Andersoun, and Thom Watsonn. And thir ar the

names that refused to pay thair part of the said taxt, but said thai wanld

pass furtht to the said oist : that is to say, Johne Malisone, Johne Craik,

Robert Smyth, Jo, Wilzeamsone, Patrik Wod, and Dauid Criste. And
inlikwise the haill toun chesit thir personis efter following to set and extent

the said taxt efter thair sawll and conscience: thatis to say, Dauid Ander-

soun, Walter Cullan, Gawan Murra, Johne Arthour, and Andro Stra-

toun.

15th September, 1522.

The said day, it was statut and ordanit be the baillies and counsell,
present for the tyme, that whatsomever nichtbour disobeit the command
menstrallis in the gevin of them thair meit and wagis, as thar fee to thame,
efter the forme of the auld lowable wss of this burch, that thai suld pay
to the bailleis, unlaw viii sh. unforgevin, and tua shillings to the said men-
strallis for thair dais cost; and gif ther be ony puyr folks at ar not abill
till gif thame meit, that thai gif thame ii d. to thair fee and costis. 2

19th September, 1522.

The said day, ane rycht worschipfull clerk, Maister Alex. Galloway, per-
son of Kinkell, exponit to the prouest and bailzeis quhow Gelis Monro and
his complecis tuk one hand to vphaune the sentrice of the brig to the samyn,
quhilk the spat haid brocht dovne incontinent, quhow sovne he mycht gudly,
for ane Frange crovne of gold promest to him be the said persone ; and that,
in the said Gelis defalt, the said sentrice ar broking, spylt, and away to the
see haid, in gret skayth and damag of that noble wark; the quhilk skayth
extendis to ane hundreth pundis, with the mair; quhilk conditioun the said
Gelis denyit, and the bailzeis assignit Monunday that nixt cumis to the for-