
John and Catherine MacDonald Family History. 

  

John and Catherine (Macdonald) Macdonald 

John Macdonald b. 1806 Isle of Skye, Parish of Kilmuir County of Inverness  

Married 6
th
 February 1827 at Skye, Parish of Snizort, County of Inverness  

 
From the Old Parish Registers, Parish of Snizort, County Inverness Shire. 

To Catherine Macdonald b. 1810 Isle of Skye, Inverness. (daughter of Hector & wife 

?(Shaw) Macdonald, she died 6
th
 March 1891 in Warrnambool Victoria Cert Ref No. 4341.  

They were said to be first cousins who eloped to marry. John & Catherine were believed to 

have lived around Snizort/Kilmuir, small neighbouring parishes on the Isle of Skye and the 

story of ócrossing the borderô to marry because of family opposition came from Henrietta 

(Macdonald) Davies through to daughter Gertrude Mary (Davies) Benn. It would be hard to 

know which border they were referring to. Perhaps it was to a different Parish other than 

where they lived! The Isle of Skye comes under the jurisdiction of the County of Inverness. 



Henrietta had said the poem óLord Ullins Daughterô was about very similar circumstances. 

Lord Ullin's Daughter 

A chieftain, to the Highlands bound,  
Cries, ``Boatman, do not tarry!  
And I'll give thee a silver pound  

To row us o'er the ferry!''--  
 

``Now, who be ye, would cross Lochgyle,  
This dark and stormy weather?''  
``O, I'm the chief of Ulva's Isle,  

And this, Lord Ullin's daughter.--  
 

``And fast before her father's men  
Three days we've fled together,  

For should he find us in the glen,  
My blood would stain the heather.  

 
``His horsemen hard behind us ride;  

Should they our steps discover,  
Then who will cheer my bonny bride  
When they have slain her lover?''--  

 
Out spoke the hardy Highland wight,--  

``I'll go, my chief--I'm ready:--  
It is not for your silver bright;  
But for your winsome lady:  

 
``And by my word! The bonny bird  

In danger shall not tarry;  
So, though the waves are raging white,  

I'll row you o'er the ferry.''--  
 

By this the storm grew loud apace,  
The water-wraith was shrieking;  

And in the scowl of heaven each face  
Grew dark as they were speaking.  

 
But still as wilder blew the wind,  
And as the night grew drearer,  

A down the glen rode armèd men,  
Their trampling sounded nearer.--  

 
``O haste thee, haste!'' the lady cries,  
``Though tempests round us gather;  

I'll meet the raging of the skies,  
But not an angry father.''--  

 
The boat has left a stormy land,  

A stormy sea before her,--  
When, O! too strong for human hand,  

The tempest gather'd o'er her.  
 

And still they row'd amidst the roar  
Of waters fast prevailing:  

Lord Ullin reach'd that fatal shore,--  
His wrath was changed to wailing.  



 
For, sore dismay'd through storm and shade,  

His child he did discover:--  
One lovely hand she stretch'd for aid,  

And one was round her lover.  
 

``Come back! Come back!'' he cried in grief  
``Across this stormy water:  

And I'll forgive your Highland chief,  
My daughter!--O my daughter!''  

 
'Twas vain: the loud waves lash'd the shore,  

Return or aid preventing:  
The waters wild went o'er his child,  

And he was left lamenting. 

By Thomas Campbell 

óJohn Macdonald had enlisted for the 26
th
 Regiment of Infantry on the 26

th
 December 1825 at 

Edinburgh, in the County of East Lothian aged 19 years ? months.  

Born in the Parish of Kilmuir on the Isle of Skye, in the County of Inverness. 

Trade or calling - Crofter (small Farmer) 

Size - 5 feet 6 ¾ inches 

Complexion Black 

Eyes ï Grey 

Hair ï Black 

Marks - None 

Promotions or reductions in Rank -      Years   Days 

Private            2     273 

Corporal 23rd September 1828         1            201 

Sergeant 23rd April 1830          6                    353 

Total            12     97 

(something seems wrong about the additions According to notes from the Regimental book 

belonging to Sergeant of the 26
th
 Regiment of Infantry:- but this is as transcribed from 

original) 

Services (if any) prior to Enlistment ï none 

Services Abroad - Landed in the East Indies 9th September 1837 (prior Australia) 

Wounds ï none 

Distinguished himself.  

Cause and Date of becoming non effective - Purchased his discharge1st May 1837 

If married date & Place of Marriage & Christian name of Wife -  

Date - 7th February 1827 

Place - Parish of Snizort, Skye, Inverness Shire 

Name - Catherine Macdonald 



Children (if any) Date & place of Birth & Christian name 

28 the November 1829 - Madras - Flora d. 26
th
 Sept 1913 at Mirboo South, Victoria 

5th February 1832 - Meerut - Margaret Rose 

17th November 1833 - Meerut ï Catherine 

5th October 1835 - Meerut- John Charles 

Catherine Macdonald - Present with Regiment 

Meerut Year 1833 

Meerut Year 1834 

Meerut Year 1835 

Chazepre year 1836 

-----am year 1837 

Discharged 31st March 1837 by Order of General Hill having paid £15.0.0  

(Original papers were held by Margaret Mathewman of Noble Park, Victoria who now may 

be deceased. Believed to now be in the ownership of Anne Platt, 9 Cuthbert Circuit, 

Wanniassa, A.C.T. 2903 who also seems to have moved away) 

John Macdonald served in the British Colonial Army and was said to be Aide De camp to 

Lord Beauchamp (Governor of India). Research has not shown any Lord Beauchamp as a 

Governor of India during the years John Macdonald was serving there. 

Lieutenant-General Lord William Henry Cavendish -Bentinck, GCB, GCH, PC (14 

September 1774 ï 17 June 1839), known as Lord William Bentinck , was a British soldier 

and statesman. He served as Governor-General of India from 1828 to 1835. Charles 

Theophilus Metcalfe, 1st Baron Metcalfe, Bt, GCB, PC (30 January 1785 ï 5 September 

1846), known as Sir Charles Metcalfe. He held many appointments including acting 

Governor-General of India, 20 March 1835 ï 4 March 1836. George Eden, 1st and last Earl of 

Auckland, GCB, PC (25 August 1784 ï 1 January 1849) was an English Whig politician and 

colonial administrator. He served as Governor-General of India between 1836 and 1842. 

Was Beauchamp the name of an Officer John Macdonald served under? Whoever the 

óBeauchampô was in the Macdonaldôs experience, the name lived on in the naming of 

Catherine and Johnôs daughter Henriettaôs child Frederick Beauchamp Davies, and his 

grandchild Beauchamp Barry. 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor-General_of_India
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baronet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_the_Bath
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor-General_of_India
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Meerut is a city in the Indian state of Uttar Pradesh. 

It is an ancient city with settlements dating back to the Indus Valley civilization having been found in 

and around the area. The city lies 70 km (43 miles) northeast of the national capital New Delhi, and 

453 km (281 miles) northwest of the state capital, Lucknow. 

When thinking about the Macdonald's years living in India, one wonders what the conditions 

may have been like. There is some family folk lore regarding Macdonalds having the help of 

servants and may have brought one or two with them to Australia. At this time this is purely 

speculation - we do not actually know. The rank of Sergeant would not have been as 

prestigious or as well paid as higher ranks, and this must be considered when imagining the 

lifestyle.  

Research of the Latter Day Saints Website https://familysearch.org/ March 2015 provided 

further details of the Macdonald Family time in India. After obtaining the information about 

Malcolm Macdonald as the first born child, as shown on his mother's Catherine Macdonald 

Death Certificate, these new details reveal he was born in India and only survived 22 days. 

The variation in the spelling of Malcolm and birth date 1829 on the death entry (when it 

should be 1828), also Margaret Rose mother should be only named Catherine. I believe these 

are transcribing faults. 

Meerut in Uttar Pradesh 

near Delhi 

Karnak 

Madras (now Chennai) 







 The above records are consistent with John Macdonaldôs Army Record information, with the 

exception of Malcolmôs birth and death. (Malcolmôs name is mentioned as the first born child 

on his mother Catherine Macdonaldôs death certificate, otherwise he was unknown of until 

now) Perhaps because his life was so short he was not recorded on his father Johnôs Army 

records! As John & Catherineôs first born child I am lead to believe this is the correct person 

according to Indian records consistent with the time the Macdonald family were there. No 

birth for Malcolm has been found in Scotland which would match our Macdonald family, and 

the time frame before Floraôs birth. 

March 2015 a copy of the 1849 Death certificate for Catherine & John Macdonaldôs son John 

Charles was obtained, and revealed curious details, being unlike other death certificates from 

later years in the State of Victoria.

 



As can be seen the writing is very difficult to decipher & translates as follows:- 

Presbyterian Burials in the District of Port Fairy in the County of  from the 

1
st
 day of July 1849 to the 1

st
 day of October 1849 

First column -Name ï John Charles Macdonald (with numbers 2131 beneath) 

Second column -Age - Fourteen  

Third column ï Abode ï Warrnambool  

Fourth column ï When Buried ï 16
th

 September 1849 

Fifth Column ï Shipôs Name ï St George 

Sixth Column - Quality or Profession ï Schoolmasterôs son (G.S.V. research identified 

this) 

Seventh column ï By Whom Ceremony Performed - ? T.W. McGillvray ?  

 

From these details the question of why a ship would be mentioned arose, and could this be a 

clue to the Macdonaldôs journey to Australia circa 1838? Genealogical Society of Victoria 

research April 2015 confirmed this to be correct. This was a very fortunate find, official 

registration did not come into place until much later. 

It would seem the family returned to Scotland after John purchased his discharge 31
st
 March 

1837 from the Army in India and then may have found conditions were very difficult to re-

establish a life at Snizort on the Isle of Skye, so they took up the opportunity of a future in 

Australia as óBounty Immigrantsô. Mention on passenger details of the ship St George 

passing by the óCapeô indicates that the Macdonaldôs travelled from Oban, Scotland, via the 

Cape of Good Hope to Australia. Research revealed that a Ship óSt Georgeô arrived at Port 

Jackson, New South Wales 15
th
 November 1838.  

Further research of the ship óSt Georgeô provides the information that this was one of the 

Bounty Ships bringing emigrants from the British Isles, to populate and provide labour for 

Australia. 

Adapted from an article by Philip Bowden Mitchell 

in King, Colin: The Benenden Bowdens (Magenta Press, 1988) 

 

The 'Bounty' Scheme (1835-1841) was organised by the colonial government of N.S.W. on 

behalf of the settlers who were dissatisfied with British government programmes. Prospective 

settlers were offered bounties as an incentive to emigrate. Both schemes, in fact, provided 

significant financial assistance to emigrate, as the cost of the passage was prohibitive for the 

majority of intending settlers. The assistance provided was similar under each scheme.  

 

In 1838 the amount offered was: 

36 pounds for a man and wife under 40 years of age 

18 pounds when the husband was over 40 

18 pounds for each unmarried female 15 to 30 years of age  

10 pounds for each child 7 to 14 

5 pounds for each child 1 to 7 



 
The previous image is from a photograph or slide taken by the late Dr John Turner (1933 -

1998), local historian and lecturer, and now held as a scanned image in the cultural Collection 

of the University of Newcastle, NSW - REF: C917-0173 Drawing - Emigrant Ship between 

decks, 1850. and believed to originally be from the Illustrated London News, issue 17 August 

1850. 

The journey was long and hazardous. During the emigrations of the nineteenth century, at 

least 26 ships were lost on the passage.  

In 1838, the route used to travel to New South Wales covered more than 13,000 nautical 

miles. The ships would stop at Cape Town and perhaps Teneriffe (or the Cape Verde Islands) 

to replenish stocks of food and water. The psychological and physical impact of such a long 

journey on the emigrants was considerable, particularly as many rural people, had barely 

ventured beyond their own rural district, let alone contemplated a lengthy sea passage. 

 

The arduous nature of the voyage was worsened by the poor standard of accommodation on 

the ships. Assisted emigrants, or 'steerage passengers', were housed in the lower decks, with 

only paying passengers living in the upper deck area. Married couples and children under 14 

were in the centre of the lower decks, with the single women and girls in the 'after-berths', 

and the single males and boys in the 'fore part' of the ship. This would have meant that the 

three eldest Fairhall children were unlikely to have been with their parents during the 

journey, apart from seeing them on the upper deck during the day. (this article was written 

originally in regard to the Fairhall family) The 'steerage quarters' were cramped, with only 

six feet and four inches (193 cm) of headroom. A meal table ran the length of the ship, with 

two levels of bunks on either side. These bunks were each three feet (91 cm) wide. Married 

couples would have an upper bunk, and up to four of the children the bunk below. The 18 

inches (45 cm) width allowed for each person was identical to that which had been used in 

the convict transports. 

 

Understandably there was limited privacy. Men were able to have saltwater showers on the 

upper deck, but many women did not bathe during the whole journey. 

Those cramped unhygienic quarters encouraged the spread of infection. Some of the 

'Government Scheme' ships, including the `Maitland', were notorious for the number of 

deaths due to infection. It was not until after the 1830's that strict regulations to ensure 



adequate hygiene, were enforced to reduce death rates. Before that time, however, many 

passengers died from diseases such as scarlet fever, typhus and cholera. To avoid these 

tragedies, surgeons were appointed to each vessel to ensure adequate standards of hygiene 

and nutrition. Interestingly, they were also employed to select a suitable quality of migrant 

for the journey.  

The 

above print is recorded as "Dinner on board the first emigrant ship for New Zealand [and] 

The Hutt river and bridge in 1855". 

[Auckland, Star Lithographic Works 1890], Reference Number A-109-054/055 from 

http://mp.natlib.govt.nz/detail/?id=9584. 

However, in Charlwood, Don: The Long Farewell p110, it is recorded as being sourced 

from the Illustrated London News, 10 May 1851, held by the National Library, Canberra 

For meals, emigrants were grouped into a 'mess' of 6-12 people who were usually from the 

same neighbourhood, church or factory, and the print above shows families eating at a long 

table between their sleeping compartments 

A 'mess captain' would be selected to obtain the weekly rations and then take the food to the 

galley to be cooked. Meal rations varied from ship to ship, but were comprised of meat, 

bread, flour, suet, plums, rice, peas, coffee, tea, sugar, mustard and vinegar. Biscuits were 

also provided, but were often a source of complaint as they were frequently baked so hard 

they were impossible to eat. Prior to embarkation, emigrants were advised to bring jam and 

things to mix with the water when it gets stale! 

The long journey was arduous and time hung heavily. When weather allowed pastimes such 

as concerts and dances were arranged on deck, though strict supervision of the single males 

and females was always maintained! On Sundays, formal Church of England services were 

led on the upper deck, either by a clergyman or by the captain. Non-conformist or Catholic 

services were held below-decks. Many emigrants, could not write or could not read, or both, 

so teachers were often organised to take classes during the passage.  

Sydney in 1838 

When the ship arrived in Sydney, on November 1838, the colony of New South Wales was 

only 50 years old. Sir George Gipps was Governor of the colony, which at that time 

incorporated present-day Queensland and Victoria. New South Wales was still very much a 



convict settlement, with one of the largest military establishments in the British Empire. 

Convict transportation to the colony did not cease until January 1839. 

The population of New South Wales was only about 80,000 and Sydney was just a small 

town of approximately 23,000 inhabitants. Half of the population were convicts or their 

descendants. The population was to double by 1841 due to the influx of free emigrants, by 

which time there would be four free persons for every bondsman. Brisbane (Moreton Bay) 

and Melbourne (Port Phillip) were only recently-established small settlements. Present-day 

N.S.W. and Victoria had been explored by Hume and Hovell, Sturt and Mitchell, but the 

explorations into Queensland, South Australia and Central Australia would not be undertaken 

until the 1840's. 

 

Few buildings of the Sydney of 1838 remain standing in 1988. Amongst these are the Rum 

Hospital (present-day State Parliament House), the Mint, Convict Barracks, Government 

Stables (the modern 'Conservatorium of Music') and St. James Church in Macquarie Street. 

 

In 1838, the colony had been in such severe drought that the Governor had proclaimed 

November 2nd (four days before the arrival of the 'Maitland') as a national day of 'fasting and 

humiliation'. It rained on November 4th, leading to an outbreak of influenza. These 

circumstances must have created an unpleasant welcome for the families from Kent and 

Sussex, who were contending with deaths of family members and a long period in quarantine. 

The drought conditions would have been a far cry from the lush green hop-growing regions 

of south-eastern England. Also at that time, there was major concern about frequent fights 

between the white settlers and the aboriginal population. Life in the bush was virtually 

lawless, and there were frequent reports of massacres by both whites and blacks. 

 

The most difficult problem for all the new British settlers was, however, the sense of isolation 

due to the vast distance of the new colony from 'home'. Very few would ever be able to 

return, even if they had the means. Corresponding with relatives in Britain by mail took a 

minimum of 5 months one way, and about a year to receive a reply. Telegraphic 

communications did not connect Australia to the rest of the world until the 1870's. 

 

Despite these difficulties, the new colony provided significant opportunities for men and 

women of enterprise, faith and industry. The rigid distinctions of the English class system had 

not been transferred to this new society. These factors allowed the families an opportunity to 

create lives that were more productive and fulfilling than would ever have been possible in 

their country of birth. 

Adapted from an article by Philip Bowden Mitchell 

in King, Colin: The Benenden Bowdens (Magenta Press, 1988 

----------------------------------------------------------- 

Early in the year 1836 Dr. David Boyter was appointed agent of emigration to New South 

Wales on the plan suggested by Sir Richard Bourke, subject to the confirmation of the 

Secretary of State. He was instructed to proceed to Scotland, and in that country to select 

mechanics for emigration to the colony, of the following descriptions, and in the following 

proportions: viz., carpenters, one eighth; joiners one eighth; stone masons, one half; 

blacksmiths, one eighth; and bricklayers one eight. These artificers were all to be married 

men, and accompanied by their wives and children; the ages of neither of the married couple 

to exceed thirty years. 

The Australian reported that Dr. Boyter was to offer a passage to Sydney on the following 

terms: 



Each married couple under thirty years of age a bounty of £30; Each child above two and 

under seven years £5; Each child above seven and under 15 years £10; Each unmarried 

daughter above fifteen and under thirty years £15; any young woman, under the protection of 

a family above 18 and under 30 years £15. 

This bounty according to the present rate of passage money in London is perfectly adequate 

to pay the whole expense; it may, therefore be considered a free passage. 

Dr. Boyter entertains the fullest expectations of being able to procure as many 
respectable families for Forfarshire and the adjacent counties as will require a ship 
of large tonnage for their conveyance; in which case, a ship of the first class will be 
brought into the Tay, and receive every person on board, with all their necessaries 
and luggage; and Dr. Boyter will feel bound to proceed direct to NSW in the vessel 
himself. As Dr. Boyter has frequently been in the Colony and made himself fully 
acquainted with everything relating to emigration, the whole superintendence and 
direction have been entrusted to him.  
Ref: http://www.jenwilletts.com/surgeon_superintendents_-_b.htm#BOYTER, David, 
 
óAustralian EmigrationðFort Williamô 
After some months of expectation and anxiety, Dr. Boyter, the Government 
emigration agent for Australia, arrived at Fort William on x 8th current. The news 
of his arrival, like the fiery cross of old, soon spread through every glen of the 
district, and at an early hour on Monday, thousands of enterprising Gaels might 
be seen ranked around the Caledonian Hotel, anxious to quit the land of their 
forefathers and to go and possess the unbounded pastures of Australia. . . . 
While we regret that so many active men should feel it necessary to leave their 
own country, the Highlands will be considerably relieved of its over-plus 
population.  
(Inverness Courier, 30th May, 1838) 

 

  
The Shamrock speaking to the packet ship St George off Cape Dromedary, c. 1841ï1857, 

artist unknown, oil, ML 581 (Cape Dromedary is South of Bega, coastal N.S.W.) 

The following newspaper item relates the experience of immigrants on board another ship 

which Dr Boyter had charge of selecting the eligible candidates coming to Australia. 

 

 



The Colonist (Sydney, NSW : 1835 - 1840), Saturday 16 February 1839, page 3 

 
 

The Bounty Ships Scheme to Australia 

Extract from an article by Gordon Dennes, published in The Daily Examiner, Grafton, 

New South Wales on 14 April 1939. 

[transcription by Wayne Cameron] 

The British King 

The 8th government-chartered immigrant ship to sail from a Highland port in Scotland, was 

the Barque British King. Her predecessors were the William Nicol, Midlothian, Brilliant , St 

George, Boyne, James Moran and Lady McNaughton. The British Kingôs registered tonnage 

was 673 tons and her burthen upwards of 1,000 tons. She had a regular frigate deck from 

stem to stern of 124 feet with a ceiling of 8½ feet, width 28½ feet with double tier of berths 

for 256 passengers, besides children. In addition, the male and female hospitals each 

contained 9 berths and were situated immediately beneath the Surgeonôs cabin. The Surgeon 

thus had access at all hours to his patients from his own room by a hatchway, through which 

a wind sail could be put to the top of the poop, a matter of the greatest importance to the sick. 

Each adult was provided with a clothes bag, a bed and blankets, a knife, fork and spoon. The 

dining tables were affixed amidships and no chest was allowed to be taken to the hold. There 

was a wide promenade round the whole of the ship, which was rendered airy and agreeable 

by the provision of air ports on each side. According to the standard of accommodation for 

ships of those days, that of the British King was comfortable. The general outfitting was 

carried out probably at Greenock, under the supervision of Lieutenant Hermans, the 



Government Agent for the ship, whilst Mr. Andrew Crawford, joiner, fitted up in a superior 

manner the sleeping and dining accommodation. 

Sufficient stores were taken aboard for a trip to last some 5 or 6 months. These consisted 

mainly of Arrowroot, Biscuits, Flour, Meat, Molasses, Oatmeal, Pork, Port Wine, Sago, Soap, 

Vegetables, Vinegar, Water and Medical Supplies etc. From the Clyde River, she sailed 

under the command of Captain William Paton with a crew of 4 officers and 30 marines, to the 

port of Tobermory, ñThe Well of Maryò, so called from a spring of local celebrity, Isle of 

Mull. Up to the time of her departure, she was the largest ship that had ever sailed from the 

Clyde for Australia - but what a contrast she presents to the present day steamers! She was 

comparatively, a small ship but her name will long be commemorated with this trip. 

Highland Emigrants 

ñFogradh nan Gaidheal. 

Thàinig soitheach 'g an iarraidh, 

'S dh' fheum iad triall air an ànradh, 

'G an giùlan thar fairge 

Do gharbhlaich gun fh¨rdaich.ò (I cannot find an English translation of these words) 

At Tobermory the migrants embarked under the superintendence of Surgeon Alexander 

Arbuckle, (see Medical Journal of Australia,ò V2 N.15, 13.10.1934) 128 adults and 204 

children, a total of 332 passengers, belonging to the Caird (1), Cameron (17), Campbell (29), 

Fletcher (11), Henderson (5), Frazer (15), Keay (3), McArthur (1), McCallum (13), 

McDonald (146), McDougall (2), McEachern (13), McFadyen (2), McFarlane (14), McKellar 

(1), McKillop (7), McKinnon (5), McLean (16), McCormick (7), McPherson (11), 

McNaughton (1), McNeil (1), Nicholson (1), Pender (7), Pierson (1), and Shaw (1) clans. The 

majority of them were natives of Argyllshire - the islands of Coll, Gometra, Tyree and Ulva 

and the district of Ardnamurchan; the remainder were from lnvernesshire - Skye and Moidart; 

Dumbartonshire - Kilpatrick; Morayshire - Elgin and Aberdeenshire. 

With her full complement of passengers aboard, the British King weighed anchor on October 

28, 1838 and set sail on her long voyage of 13,000 miles direct for ñdown underò. That day 

her Gaelic speaking migrants bid adieu, probably for the last time, to their native heather hills 

and glens and braved the storms and perils of the Atlantic, Indian and Pacific Oceans. Many 

of them, especially those from the Isles, had lived on the level of the sea. The menfolk were 

mostly farmer-sailors - equally at home in the furrow of the land as in the furrow of the sea. 

Although a copy of the regulations observed aboard ship is not available, probably they were 

similar to those of the Asia from Cromarty, in which the Phemister family, descendants of 

whom reside at Copmanhurst, arrived at Sydney on May 10, 1839. These in the main were: - 

1. Out of bed at seven. 

2. Beds to be rolled up, and in fine weather carried on deck. 

3. Breakfast at eight. 

4. Clean decks at ten. 

5. Dine at one. 

6. Tea at six. 

7. Four constables to be appointed. 

8. A certain number of men to be on watch at night. One lantern to be kept burning at each 

hatchway. 

9. Everybody under 15 years to be on deck at 10 a.m., weather permitting, to be inspected by 

the Surgeon or Teachers and seen to be clean. After inspection school. 

10. On every Sabbath, the people to assemble for Divine Service. 

11. Washing days every Monday and Thursday. When not fine, others to be substituted as the 

Surgeon may direct. 



12. No washing on any account to be suffered between decks and no drying of wet cloths 

there. 

13. No spirits to be allowed. 

14. When wine in issue, the Surgeon enjoined to refuse same to any person neglecting these 

regulations; and in the case of gross misconduct or violence same to be reported to the 

Governor on arrival. 

15. The constables and teachers to be exempted from cleaning the decks. 

16. Passengers to bear in mind that on arrival in the colony their conduct during the voyage 

will be known and that therefore not only is it essential to their health and perhaps their safety 

to attend to the rules agreed to for their well-being on the passage but that individuals who 

thwart them may feel the consequences seriously in their prospects afterwards. 

The fair breeze blew, the white foam flew, and after a lengthy and tedious passage of 123 

days, without calling at any intermediate port, the good ship British King on February 28, 

1839, entered the safe and beautiful haven of Port Jackson. 

Arrival Sydney 

Dr. John Dobie, Health Officer and formerly of the Royal Navy, whose name is perpetuated 

in the name of a street in Grafton and is also linked with the early history of the Clarence 

River, conducted the medical examination of the passengers. All except 2 were found to be 

quite healthy. Dr. Dobie granted pratique and the British King dropped anchor in Neutral 

Bay. During the passage 7 minors died and 6 babies first saw the light of day. 

On arrival, Surgeon Superintendent Arbuckle reported that Divine Service was kept every 

Sabbath since leaving Tobermory - 240 Protestants and 83 Roman Catholics attended. School 

was also established. Thirty-five scholars attended regularly, all of whom made great 

progress. One of the teachers was Mr. John McFarlane, father of Mr. Duncan McFarlane, 

well-known on the Clarence. For the preservation of the health of the passengers, they were 

made to appear on deck whenever the weather permitted and the greatest attention was 

always paid to cleanliness. Dancing and other amusements were encouraged to prevent 

idleness and to preserve contentment and cheerfulness among the passengers. Probably 

Duncan McDonald, a native of the Isle of Tyree, who was recorded on the passenger list as a 

ñfarmer and piperò, provided the bagpipe music for the Highland dance. 

Whilst at sea, the British King exchanged colours with the Cassandra bound for Bombay on 

December 5, with the North Briton from Sydney to Batavia on February 18, and she also 

spoke in Bass Strait on February 25, a brig supposed to be the Black Joke from Launceston to 

South Australia. 

The Immigrants 

The British King was hauled into Sydney Cove, where she landed her migrants on March 4, 

and commenced discharging her cargo of soap, vinegar, whisky, ale, geneva, bottles, wine 

and handspikes and stores. The immigrants were domiciled at the Immigration Building, Bent 

Street, until they met with engagements. These Highlanders and those who had landed before 

them, being hardy and frugal in their habits and in general of strict integrity and virtue, were 

eagerly sought after as employees by the colonists. The majority of them were farmers and 

shepherds. One of their number was a qualified Surgeon - Duncan McDonald, native of Mull. 

In The Australian newspaper of March 23, 1839, the following letter of appreciation was 

published: 

ñTo the Editor of The Australian, 

Sir, 

Requested by my fellow passengers to communicate through the medium of your valuable 

journal to the local Government and the public generally, the high estimation which Supt. 

Arbuckle, Capt. Paton and other officers of the British King are deservedly held by the whole 

of the passengers. I feel much pleasure in complying with such a creditable proposal. 



It is admitted by all the gentlemen who have been on board that they never witnessed an 

immigrant ship enter the harbour of Port Jackson in superior condition as to general 

cleanliness and the consequent good health of its inmates than the British King and certainly 

none her equal, who made the passage without calling at any intermediate ports. The 

expenses generally incurred at the Cape of Good Hope, have been avoided and the health of 

the passengers preserved unimpaired. We are indebted under the guidance of Providence for 

such a happy issue to our voyage, to the close and unremitting attention conjoined with the 

superior intelligence and experience of Dr. Arbuckle and Capt. Paton. These gentlemen are so 

affable in their manners that to obey their commands was a pleasure, and their natural 

dispositions are so benevolent as to render their orders easy and agreeable. The formerôs 

kindness and assiduity will never be obliterated from the hearts of those who emigrated from 

their native land under his charge and if ever any of them should return thither they will 

consider themselves more than fortunate by taking their passage under the command 

of a gentleman equally qualified with the latter. 

Our thanks are likewise due to the first and second officers who invariably treated us with 

affability and kindness. The common sailors participated in a high degree in these benevolent 

feelings so prevalent among our seafaring countrymen, and our wives in particular are very 

grateful for their assiduous attention to children. 

I am your obedient servant, 

An Immigrant, by the British King.ò 

--------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Below is a list of some of the Bounty Ships with  details of departure etc. 

 

 
Many Scots had previously immigrated to Canada, but, in 1837-38, the Lower Canada 

Rebellion prevented others from choosing Canada as their destination to begin new life. Had 

times been different perhaps the Macdonald family would have chosen to emigrate to Canada 

instead of Australia. 

As you can see the ship St George left Oban on the west coast of Scotland on the 4
th
 July 

1838 to sail to Australia, arriving at Sydney 114 days later on the 15
th
 November 1838. The 

following photos taken in 2015 give an idea of the coast the Macdonaldôs may have seen as 

they departed Obanôs Scottish shores for the last time. 



 

 
 

 
Old Oban pier built 1812, where the ship St George may have docked. 



*  It would seem from comments on the Macdonald family ship records that they were less 

happy with the journey, generally they were displeased with the Surgeon. Further information 

from the LDS site shows the Macdonald family as passengers on Board the ship St George on 

a typewritten card (this has been copied from original shipping records, because typewriters 

were not in use in 1838). All of the names are correct and the children's ages consistent with 

birth/christening records from India. John's age is correct but, Catherine would be approx 27 

years using information already known, or perhaps she was genuinely older!   

 



Copy of the original Entry to Australia Document for John Macdonald.

 

Apart from the general details which are recorded as on the typewritten card there is a 

comment at the bottom of the original page ï  

óGenl complaints against the Surgeon Made a statement to the Governor after Cape of 

G Hopeô 

Also a handwritten note on the top right ï óJohn Macdonald son of Charles Macdonaldô ï 

Personal details ïJohn Macdonald, Native of Scotland, Parish of Snizort ï son of Charles 

Macdonald, tailor and farmer, of same place & Janet his wife. 31 years December? Health 

very good, Presbyterian, can read. 

This then leads to more research of the fellow passengers, revealing several other family 

members who matched details on John Macdonaldôs entry. 

Copy of the original Entry to Australia Document for Catherine Macdonald 



 

Apart from the general details which are recorded as on the typewritten card there is a 

comment at the bottom of the page ï  

óSame complaints as husbandô 

Also a handwritten note on the top right ï Personal details ïCatherine Macdonald, Native of 

Scotland, Parish of Snizort ï daughter of Hector Macdonald, farmer, of same place & 

Margaret his wife. 30 years November 1837, live at home. Health very good, Presbyterian, 

can read. Children listed on the right John ï three, Flora ï nine, Margaret rose ï seven and 

Catherine ï six. 

Further research of the ship St George passengers matching family details on the same 

journey, revealed other family members:- John Macdonaldôs parents Charles & Janet, 

brothers Alexander & Normand and sister Rachael.  

Copy of the original Entry to Australia Document for Charles Macdonald 



 

There is a comment at the bottom of the page ï Complaints against the Surgeon which 

were made to the Governor at the Cape. 

Personal details ï Charles Macdonald, Native of Scotland, Parish of Snizort - Charles 

Macdonald aged 50 years in May 1838, son of Donald Macdonald farmer of the same place 

and with his wife, calling ï tailor farmer. Health very good, Presbyterian, can read. 

 

Copy of the original Entry to Australia Document for Janet Macdonald 



 

 

There is a comment at the bottom of the page ï Complaints against the Surgeon similar to 

the husband. 

Personal details ï Janet Macdonald, Native of Scotland, Parish of Snizort ï daughter of 

Laughlan McKenny/McKinnon?, farmer of same place & Rachel his wife. Lived at home, 51 

years January 1838. Delicate Health, Presbyterian, can read. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Copy of the original Entry to Australia Document for Rachel Macdonald 

 

There is a comment at the bottom of the page ï No complaints.  

Personal details ï Rachel Macdonald, Native of Scotland, Parish of Snizort ï daughter of 

Charles Macdonald, tailor and farmer of same place & Janet his wife. Lived at home, 23 

years June 1838. Health very good, Presbyterian, can read. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Copy of the original Entry to Australia Document for Alexander Macdonald 

 

There is a comment at the bottom of the page ï General complaints.  

Personal details ï Alexander Macdonald, Native of Scotland, Parish of Snizort ï son of 

Charles Macdonald, tailor and farmer, of same place & Janet his wife. Shoemaker, 21 years 

August 1838. Health very good, Presbyterian, can read and write. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Copy of the original Entry to Australia Document for Normand Macdonald 

 

There is a comment at the bottom of the page ï General complaints against the Surgeon.  

Personal details ï Normand Macdonald, Native of Scotland, Parish of Snizort ï son of 

Charles Macdonald, tailor and farmer of same place & Janet his wife. Agricultural Labourer, 

19 years January 1838. Health very good, Presbyterian, can read. 

From all these passenger details of the ship St George we can see that not only John and 

Catherine Macdonald and children immigrated to Australia, also Johnôs parents Janet & 

Charles and their children (his siblings) Rachel, Alexander & Normand. 

With so many facts matching our known Macdonald family, there is no doubt all these St 

George passengers are our ancestors. 

 



  
Millers Point, Sydney (or Sydney in the Forties),c. 1845, Joseph Fowles, watercolour, ML 66  

 

Millers Point was an important centre for commercial expansion, as entrepreneurs such as 

Robert Towns and John Lamb set up private wharves. New South Wales flourished upon the 

efforts, and money, of these merchants. 

 

The Macdonald family could have seen a similar view of Sydney had they arrived a few years 

earlier than this artistôs interpretation. Whether they set first foot on land in Port Jackson or 

Melbourne is a fact yet to be determined. 

Convict ships were still arriving in Australia in 1938 ï Ship óEarl Greyô arrived at Sydney a 

few days after St George  on the 21st November, 1838 at New South Wales, the average 

sentence: 10 Years | Life sentences: 23 | Passengers: 290. 

It was only 5 years since Britain abolished the slave trade in 1833.  

Charles Sturt discovered the Murray River 14
th
 January 1830. 

These small snippets of information give an idea of the times the Macdonald family had lived 

through. 

------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

An inquiry 23
rd

 April 2015 DC ENQ 40320 - St George arrival date ï sent to:- 

Immigration Museum Discovery Centre  

GPO Box 666 

Melbourne VIC 3001 

Australia  

Email idc@museum.vic.gov.au  

Website www.museum.vic.gov.au/discoverycentre 

 

 

In regard to a group of Macdonaldôs of the same Christian names appearing on the 

September 1838 census taken in Victoria, which would have been before arrival of St 

George at Sydney on the 15
th

 November 1838:- 

 

Dear Betty, 

Thank you kindly for your enquiry regarding the landing date of the St George and your familyôs 

arrival into Australia. We assigned your enquiry to one of our volunteer researchers, who has given us 

the following response:  

I have found a record of the St George arriving in Sydney from Oban, Scotland, on November 

15th 1838 but nothing about it stopping in Melbourne. At that stage the Yarra was too 

shallow for ships to travel up and people and cargo were offloaded and carried overland from 

Williamstown or Liardet's Beach or similar. It is entirely possible that the St George came 

anti-clockwise around the Australian coast, stopping for example in Fremantle and Melbourne, 

before heading up to Sydney. The passengers in question may have left the ship and 

travelled overland into Melbourne before the St George even arrived in Sydney, which would 

explain why they were showing on the September census.  

The Victorian Census from 1838 is stored on microfilm held by the Public Records Office of 

Victoria so we donôt have access to it to look at unfortunately. I apologize that I canôt give 

you a definitive answer on this one, as the records from  that period are not the greatest and 

a lot of them were disposed of in the late 1800s which is very unfortunate for us.  

You can find contact details for the Public Records Office of Victoria here. 

Best of luck with your research, and if you have any further questions please do not hesitate to get in 

touch. 

Kind regards, 

Siobhán 

Port of Melbourne (from Museum Victoria) 

The first direct overseas immigrant ships to reach Melbourne arrived in 1838. 
Unlike the small coastal vessels that established the settlement four years 
earlier, these ships were too large to pass up the shallow Yarra River. People 
and goods were off-loaded into small boats and carried overland from 
Williamstown or Liardet's Beach (now Port Melbourne), creating costly and 
inefficient double-handling of goods. 

mailto:discoverycentre@museum.vic.gov.au
http://www.museum.vic.gov.au/discoverycentre
http://museumvictoria.com.au/discoverycentre/websites-mini/journeys-australia/departure--arrival/australian-ports/
http://museumvictoria.com.au/discoverycentre/websites-mini/journeys-australia/departure--arrival/australian-ports/
http://prov.vic.gov.au/contact-us


 

Below copies of the Macdonald family entries on the St George Ship list. 

 

John & Catherine Macdonald:- 

 Charles & Janet Macdonald:- 

 

Alexander & Normand Macdonald:- 

 

Rachel Macdonald:- 

 

List of wage rates & trades for immigrants from the Ship St George list on the following 

page. 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

When the John Macdonald family first arrived at Port Phillip in 1838 they would have seen 

the town looking much as in these interpretations by artists of the times.



 

Melbourne from the Yarra Yarra Falls near  Queen Street  

(falls were later removed using dynamite) 

From a sketch Oct. 1838 by Robert Russell

 

Landing at Melbourne (Williamstown) 1840 ï watercolour by W. F. E. Liardet 

Melbourne was such a young settlement when the Macdonalds arrived, having only been 

founded in 1834, so it is easy to imagine the town still very undeveloped, few houses and 

other buildings constructed, probably still many rough tents or lean to dwellings. Rough dry 

dusty or muddy tracks for roads, very little sanitation to speak of and a mix of population. 

http://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/41843


There would still have been a lot of native wildlife, dense bush and indigenous local tribes. 

One wonders what John and Catherine and their children's impressions were, as they stepped 

foot onto Australian soil!  

When & how the Macdonald family arrived at Melbourne is still unknown, but the Port 

Phillip Census records for the nominal date 12th September 1838 (meaning recorded around 

the 12
th
 September, not necessarily on the exact date) has the names of all our Macdonald 

family on it. The exception being Janet McKinnon - was she recorded under her maiden 

name, instead of as the wife of Charles Macdonald? All other names match the passenger 

record - Maggie being Margaret and Kitty being Catherine. It would be hard to imagine that 

the two groups of people during a similar time frame, all bearing the same names on both 

records, could not be one and the same family.  

Normand Macdonald is recorded on both passenger list and Census as 'Normand' with a d, 

which is a less common spelling, another comparison point. 

Perhaps the ship St George did pass via Port Phillip and the passengers were offloaded into 

smaller boats or taken overland to arrive at Melbourne, in view of the comment from the 

Immigration Museum letter. 

The Port Phillip Nominal Census of 12/9/1838 lists the following people  

Charles Macdonald 

John Macdonald 

Alexander Macdonald 

Normand Macdonald  

Catherine Macdonald 

Rachael Macdonald 

Flora Macdonald 

Maggy Macdonald 

Kitty Macdonald  

John Charles Macdonald 

 

Also in the same house are ï John Smith, Janet Mackinnon , Ann Macpherson and Mary 

Dallas.  

Janet (McKinnon) Macdonald may be using her maiden name on the census, Maggy and 

Kitty could be the children - Margaret and Catherine?  Could this be a group of people 

staying in a Hotel as family folk lore relates, was where the Macdonaldôs stayed initially  on 

arrival in Melbourne?  

Presuming the Macdonald family had newly arrived in September 1838, (which could fit the 

Ship St George sailing time) they may have only stepped foot onto dry land within days of 

this record. 

 



The 1841 census lists 3 John Macdonaldôs but no family.  

 

On the ships passenger list most of the Macdonaldôs stated travelling destination was to óJohn 

or Mr Macdonaldô Port Phillip, except for John who was to do 'Piece Work' for a Mr Coyle in 

Sydney and Alexander to work for Captain Rossi as shoemaker at Golbourne (presumably 

Goulburn N.S.W.). It is unknown if John Macdonald did take up work in Sydney for a time. 

 
Liardets Beach (Port Melbourne) after 1839 

 

Reconstructed aerial view of Melbourne in 1838 By Clarence Woodhouse 1888  

The Phenomenal City (SLV catalogue, Melbourne 1984), centre spread. 

 

The sheltered harbour soon made Williamstown an ideal port and much of the cargo bound 

for Melbourne came into the Williamstown area, just as it does still today with the Port of 

Melbourne only a few kilometres up the Yarra River. 

  


