John and Catherine MacDonald Family History.

@ JOHN MACDONALD
|1849

John and Catherine (Macdonald) Macdonald

JohnMacdonald b. 1806 Isle of Skye, Parish of Kilmuir County of Inverness
Married 6" February 1827 at Skye, Parish of Snizort, County of Inverness

From the Old Parish Registers, Parisiof Snizort, County Inverness Shire.
To Catherine Macdonald b. 1810 Isle of Skye, Inverness. (daughter of Hector & wife
?(Shaw) Macdonald, she diell Blarch 1891 in Warrnambool Victoria Cert Ref No. 4341.
They were sa to be first cousins who eloped to marry. John & Catherine were believed to
have lived around Snizort/Kilmuir, small neighbouring parishes on the Isle of Skye and the
storyof6 cr o0 s si ng totmarey bdrause dfdamiby opposition came from Heraiett
(Macdonald) Davies through to daughter Gertrude Mary (Davies) Benn. It would be hard to
know which border they were referring to. Perhaps it was to a different Parish other than
where they lived! The Isle of Skye comes under the jurisdiction of the Cofitiiverness.



Henrietta haldorsai dl Itihrewapdbaumwgrgpdinglar dircumstances.
Lord Ullin's Daughter

A chieftain, to the Highlands bound,
Cries, “'Boatman, do not tarry!
And I'll give thee a silver pound

To row us o'er the ferry!"--

“*Now, who be ye, would cross Lochgyle,
This dark and stormy weather?"
0O, I'm the chief of Ulva's Isle,
And this, Lord Ullin's daughter.--

“"And fast before her father's men
Three days we've fled together,
For should he find us in the glen,

My blood would stain the heather.

““His horsemen hard behind us ride;
Should they our steps discover,
Then who will cheer my bonny bride
When they have slain her lover?"--

Out spoke the hardy Highland wight,--
“I'll go, my chief--I'm ready:--
It is not for your silver bright;
But for your winsome lady:

““And by my word! The bonny bird
In danger shall not tarry;
So, though the waves are raging white,
I'll row you o'er the ferry."--

By this the storm grew loud apace,
The water-wraith was shrieking;
And in the scowl of heaven each face
Grew dark as they were speaking.

But still as wilder blew the wind,
And as the night grew drearer,
A down the glen rode arméd men,
Their trampling sounded nearer.--

O haste thee, haste!" the lady cries,
“Though tempests round us gather;
I'll meet the raging of the skies,
But not an angry father."--

The boat has left a stormy land,
A stormy sea before her,--
When, O! too strong for human hand,
The tempest gather'd o'er her.

And still they row'd amidst the roar
Of waters fast prevailing:

Lord Ullin reach'd that fatal shore,--

His wrath was changed to wailing.



For, sore dismay'd through storm and shade,
His child he did discover:--
One lovely hand she stretch'd for aid,
And one was round her lover.

“"Come back! Come back!" he cried in grief
“"Across this stormy water:
And I'll forgive your Highland chief,
My daughter!--O my daughter!"

'"Twas vain: the loud waves lash'd the shore,
Return or aid preventing:
The waters wild went o'er his child,
And he was left lamenting.

By Thomas Campbell

6John Macdonal d HRajimennof InfantryenthefP@ecenmbér 882526
Edinburgh, in the County of East Lothian aged 19 years ? months.

Born in the Parish of Kilmuir on the Isle of Skye, in the County of Inverness.
Trade or calling Crofter (small Farmer)

Size- 5 feet 6 ¥ inches

Complexion Black

Eyesi Grey

Hair1 Black

Marks- None

Promotions or reductions in Rank Years Days
Private 2 273
Corporal 23rd September 1828 1 201
Sergeant 23rd April 1830 6 353
Total 12 97

(something seems wrong about the additidosording to notes from the Regimental book
bdonging to Sergeant of the 2&Regiment of Infantry:but this is as transcribed from
original)

Services (if any) prior to Enlistmehtnone

Services Abroad Landed in the East Indies 9th September 1837 (prior Australia)
Woundsi none

Distinguished himdé

Cause and Date of becoming non effectifrurchased his dischargelst May 1837
If married date & Place of Marriage & Christian name of Wife

Date- 7th February 1827

Place- Parish of Snizort, Skye, Inverness Shire

Name- Catherine Macdonald



Children(if any) Date & place of Birth & Christian name

28 the November 1829Madras- Flora d. 28 Sept 1913 at Mirboo South, Victoria
5th February 1832Meerut- Margaret Rose

17th November 1833Meeruti Catherine

5th October 1835Meerut John Charles

Caherine Macdonald Present with Regiment
Meerut Year 1833

Meerut Year 1834

Meerut Year 1835

Chazepre year 1836

----- am year 1837

Discharged 31st March 1837 by Order of General Hill having paid £15.0.0

(Original papers were held by Margaret Mathewman abli Park, Victoria who now may
be deceased. Believed to now be in the ownership of Anne Platt, 9 Cuthbert Circuit,
Wanniassa, A.C.T. 2903 who also seems to have moved away)

John Macdonald served in the British Colonial Army and was said to be Aide Deéa@amp
Lord Beauchamp (Governor of India). Research has not shown any Lord Beauchamp as a
Governor of India during the years John Macdonald was serving there.

LieutenantGeneralord William Henry Cavendish -Bentinck, GCB, GCH, PC (14
September 177417 June 1839), known &erd William Bentinck , was aBritish soldier
and statesman. He served@svernorGeneral of Indidrom 1828 to 1835Charles
Theophilus Metcdfe, 1st Baron Metcalfe Bt, GCB, PC (30 January 17865 September
1846), known aSir Charles Metcalfe He heldmanyappointments including acting
GovernorGeneral of India20 March1835i 4 March 1836George Eden, 1st and last Earl of
Auckland, GCB, PC(25 August 1784 1 January 1849) was &mnglishWhig politician and
colonial administrator. He served @svernorGeneral of Indidetween 1836 and 1842.

Was Beauchamp the name of an Officer John Macdonald served under? Whoever the
6Beauchampd was in the Macdonalanthgofexperienc
Catherine and Johndés daughter Henriettads ch
grandchild Beauchamp Barry.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lieutenant-general_(United_Kingdom)
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Meerut in Uttar Pradesh B
near Delhi '

@dras (now Chennai)

Meerut is a city in théndian state of Uttar Pradesh.
It is anancient city with settlements dating back to the Indus Valley civilization having been found in
and around the area. The city lies 70 km (4@ghnortheast of the national capital New Delhi, and
453 km (281 nles) northwest of the state capital, Lucknow

When thinking about the Macdonald's years living in India, one wonders what the conditions
may have been like. There is some family folk lore regarding Macdonalds having the help of
servants and may have brought one or two with them to Australia. Aintigighis is purely
speculationt we do not actually know. The rank of Sergeant would not have been as
prestigious or as well paid as higher ranks, and this must be considered when imagining the
lifestyle.

Research of the Latter Day Saints Website hifpmilysearch.orgMarch 2015rovided
furtherdetails of the Macdonald Famityne in India. After obtaining the information about
Malcolm Macdonald as the first born child, as shown on his mother's Catherine Macdonald
Death Certificate, these new desaikveal he was born in India and only survived 22 days.

The variation in the spelling of Malcolm and birth date 1829 on the death entry (when it
should be 1828), also Margaret Rose mother should be only named Catherine. | believe these
are transcribing falts.



Malcolm Mcdonald
India, Births and Baptisms

Name: Malcolm Mcdonald

Biendinn Maia et lem NECE m B, i§R_S-
Christening Date: 30 Dec 1828

Christening Place: Madras, Madras, India

Father's Name: John Mcdonald

Mother's Name: Catherine

Indexing Project (Batch) Number: CO0067-4 , System Origin: India-EASy , GS Film
number: 521840 , Reference ID: v 14 p 117

Citing this Record

"India, Births and Baptisms, 1786-1947," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FG46-
Y8K : accessed 3 April 2015), Malcolm Mcdonald, 30 Dec 1828; citing , reference v 14 p 117; FHL microfilm
521,840.

Malcolum Mcdonald
India, Deaths and Burials

Name: Malcolum Mcdonald
Gender: Male

Burial Date: 07 Jan 1829

Burial Place: Madras, Madras, India
Age: 0

Birth Date: 1829

Father's Name: John Mcdonald

Indexing Project (Batch) Number: BO0200-5 , System Origin: India-EASy , GS Film number: 521839

Citing this Record

"India, Deaths and Burials, 1719-1948," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FGPP-
MWS5 : accessed 2 April 2015), Malcolum Mcdonald, 07 Jan 1829; citing ; FHL microfilm 521,839.

Flora Mcdonald
India, Births and Baptisms

Name: Flora Mcdonald R
Gender: Female Cord  A7mM  WolzmBes. [¥44,
Christening Date: 09 Dec 1829

Christening Place: Madras, Madras, India

Father's Name: ‘John Mcdonald

Mother's Name: Catherine

Indexing Project (Batch) Number: CO0067-4 , System Origin: India-EASy , GS Film
number: 521840 , Reference ID: v 14 p 117

Citing this Record

"India, Births and Baptisms, 1786-1947," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FG46-
Y8G : accessed 3 April 2015), Flora Mcdonald, 09 Dec 1829; citing , reference v 14 p 117; FHL microfilm
521,840.



Margaret Rose Mcdonald
India, Births and Baptisms
Name:

Gender:

Christening Date:
Christening Place:

Birth Date:

Father's Name:

Mother's Name:

Margaret Rose Mcdonald
Female

15 Feb 1832

MEERUT, BENGAL, INDIA
05 Feb 1832

John Mcdonald

Margaret Catherine

Indexing Project (Batch) Number: C75003-4 , System Origin: India-EASy , GS Film
number: 498966 , Reference ID: v 32 p 113

Citing this Record

"India, Births and Baptisms, 1786-1947," index, FamilySearch (https:/familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FGSR-
93P : accessed 3 April 2015), Margaret Rose Mcdonald, 15 Feb 1832; citing , reference v 32 p 113; FHL
microfilm 498,966.

Catherine Macdonald
India, Births and Baptisms

Name: Catherine Macdonald
Gender: Female

Christening Date: 26 Jan 1834

Christening Place: MEERUT, BENGAL, INDIA
Birth Date: 17 Nov 1833

Father's Name: John Macdonald
Mother's Name: Catherine

Indexing Project (Batch) Number: C75003-7 , System Origin: India-EASy , GS Film
number: 498970 , Reference ID: v 38 p 80

Citing this Record

"India, Births and Baptisms, 1786-1947," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FG3H-
SJV : accessed 3 April 2015), Catherine Macdonald, 26 Jan 1834; citing , reference v 38 p 80; FHL
microfilm 498,970.



John Charles Macdonald
India, Births and Baptisms
Name:

Gender:

Christening Date:
Christening Place:

Birth Date:

Birthplace:

Father's Name:

Mother's Name:

John Charles Macdonald
Male

25 Oct 1835

MEERUT, BENGAL, INDIA
05 Oct 1835

MEERUT, BENGAL, INDIA
John Macdonald
Catherine

Indexing Project (Batch) Number: C75003-8 , System Origin: India-EASy , GS Film
number: 498972 , Reference ID: v 41p 237

Citing this Record

"India, Births and Baptisms, 1786-1947," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FG36-
CYX :accessed 3 April 2015), John Charles Macdonald, 25 Oct 1835; citing MEERUT, BENGAL, INDIA,
reference v 41 p 237; FHL microfilm 498,972.

The above records are consistent with John |
exception of Malcol més birth and death. ( Mal
on his mother Catherine Masehtwasankmbwnsofudtie at h c e
now) Perhaps because his | ife was so short h
records! As John & Catherinebdbs first born ch
according to Indian records consistent with time the Macdonald family were there. No

birth for Malcolm has been found in Scotland which would match our Macdonald family, and

the time frame before Florads birth.

March 2015 a copy of the 1849 Death Joharti fic
Charles was obtained, and revealed curious details, being unlike other death certificates from
later years in the State of Victoria.
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As can be seen the writing is very difficult to decipher & translates as follows:

Presbyterian Burials in the District of Port Fairy in the County of from the
1% day of July 1849 to the 1 day of October 1849

First column-Namei John Charles Macdonald (with numbers 2131 beneajh
Second columprAge - Fourteen

Third columni Abodei Warrnambool

Fourth columri When Buried i 16" September 1849

Fifth Columni Shi p 6 si SNGearge

Sixth Column- Quality or Professioni Sc¢c h o o | ma s(®.8.V. tesearch adentified
this)

Seventh columii By Whom Ceremony Performed- ? T.W. McGillvray ?

From these details the questiof why a ship would be mentioned arose, and could this be a

clue to the Macdonal ddébs journey to Australia
research April 2015 confirmed this to be correct. This was a very fortunate find, official
registrationdid not come into place until much later.

It would seem the family returned to Scotland after John purchased his disctahkder&i

1837 from the Army in India and then may have found conditions were very difficult to re

establish a life at Snizort ohé Isle of Skye, so they took up the opportunity of a future in
Australia as O6Bounty | mmigrantsé. Mention on
passing by the 6Caped indicates that the Mac
Cape of Good Hoe to AustraliaRe s ear ch revealed that a Ship
Jackson, New South Wales"INovember 1838.

Further research of the ship 6St Georgebd pr
Bounty Ships bringing emigrants from the it Isles, to populate and provide labour for
Australia.

Adapted from an article by Philip Bowden Mitchell
in King, Colin: The Benenden Bowden@®lagenta Press, 1988)

The 'Bounty' Scheme (183841) was organised by the colonial government of N.S.W. on
behalf of the settlers who were dissatisfied with British government programmes. Prospective
settlers were offered bounties as an incentive to emigrate. Both schemes, in fact, provided
significant financial assistance to emigrate, as the cost of the pagssaigeohibitive for the
majority of intending settlers. The assistance provided was similar under each scheme.

In 1838 the amount offered was:
36 pounds for a man and wife under 40 years of age
18 pounds when the husband was over 40
18 pounds for each unmarried female 15 to 30 years of age
10 pounds for each child 7 to 14
5 pounds for each child 1 to 7



%\\ ‘r? Lmlgrants betw e(!n Dé{'ks n
The previousmage is from a photograph or sllde takertl’nrylate Dr John Turner (1933
1998),local historian and lectureand row held as a scanned image in the cultural Collection
of the University of Newcastle, NSWREF: C9170173Drawing- Emigrant Ship between
decks, 1850and believed to originally be from the Illustrated London News, issue 17 August
1850.
The journey was log and hazardous. During the emigrations of the nineteenth century, at

least 26 ships were lost on the passage.

In 1838, the route used to travel to New South Wales covered more than 13,000 nautical
miles. The ships would stop at Cape Town and perhaperiffen(or the Cape Verde Islands)
to replenish stocks of food and wat€he psychological and physical impact of such a long
journey on the emigrants was considerable, particularly as many rural people, had barely
ventured beyond their own rural distritst alone contemplated a lengthy sea passage.

The arduous nature of the voyage was worsened by the poor standard of accommodation on
the ships. Assisted emigrants, or 'steerage passengers', were housed in the lower decks, with
only paying passengersiing in the upper deck area. Married couples and children under 14
were in the centre of the lower decks, with the single women and girls in thé&ftes',

and the single males and boys in the 'fore part' of the ship. This would have meant that the
three eldest Fairhall children were unlikely to have been with their parents during the
journey, apart from seeing them on the upper deck during thétdeyarticle was written
originally in regard to the Fairhall familyThe 'steerage quarters’ were crachpwith only

six feet and four inches (193 cm) of headroom. A meal table ran the length of the ship, with
two levels of bunks on either side. These bunks were each three feet (91 cm) wide. Married
couples would have an upper bunk, and up to four of tidreh the bunk below. The 18

inches (45 cm) width allowed for each person was identical to that which had been used in
the convict transports.

Understandably there was limited privacy. Men were able to have saltwater showers on the
upper deck, but manyamen did not bathe during the whole journey.

Those cramped unhygienic quarters encouraged the spread of infection. Some of the
'‘Government Scheme' ships, including the "Maitland', were notorious for the number of
deaths due to infection. It was not unfiles the 1830's that strict regulations to ensure



adequate hygiene, were enforced to reduce death rates. Before that time, however, many
passengers died from diseases such as scarlet fever, typhus and cholera. To avoid these
tragedies, surgeons were appetto each vessel to ensure adequate standards of hygiene
and nutrition. Interestingly, they were also employed to select a suitable quality of migrant
for the journey.

The
above print is recorded aBihner on board the first emigrant ship for Néealand [and]
The Hultt river and bridge in 1855
[Auckland, Star Lithographic Worke390], Reference Number-209-054/055 from
http://mp.natlib.govt.nz/detail/?id=9584.
However, in Charlwood, Dorhe Long Farewelp110, it is recorded as being sourced
from thelllustrated London Newsl0 May 1851, held by the National Library, Canberra

For meals, emigrants were grouped into a 'mess’1@f Beople who were usually from the

same neighbourhood, church or factory, and the print above shows families eatiaggt

table between their sleeping compartments

A 'mess captain' would be selected to obtain the weekly rations and then take the food to the
galley to be cooked. Meal rations varied from ship to ship, but were comprised of meat,
bread, flour, suet, plusjrice, peas, coffee, tea, sugar, mustard and vinegar. Biscuits were
also provided, but were often a source of complaint as they were frequently baked so hard
they were impossible to eat. Prior to embarkation, emigrants were advised to bring jam and
things to mix withthe water when it gets stale!

The long journey was arduous and timednteavily. When weather allowgéstimes such

as concerts and dances were arranged on deck, though strict supervision of the single males
and females was always maintaih€@h Sundays, formal Church of England services were

led on the upper deck, either by a clergyman or by the captaircddarmist or Catholic
services were held beledecks. Many emigrants, could not write or could not read, or both,

So teachers were eft organised to take classes during the passage.

Sydney in 1838

When the ship arrived in Sydneyn November 1838, the colony of New South Wales was

only 50 years old. Sir George Gipps was Governor of the colony, which at that time
incorporated presefitay Queensland and Victoria. New South Wales was still very much a



convict settlement, with one of the largest militasgablishments in the British Empire.

Convict transportation to the colony did not cease until January 1839.

The population of New South Wales was only about 80,000 and Sydney was just a small
town of approximately 23,000 inhabitants. Half of the population were convicts or their
descendants. The population was to double by 1841 due to the influx of free esnigyant

which time there would be four free persons for every bondsman. Brisbane (Moreton Bay)
and Melbourne (Port Phillip) were only recentigtablished small settlements. Preskay

N.S.W. and Victoria had been explored by Hume and Hovell, Sturt antdé¥jtbut the
explorations into Queensland, South Australia and Central Australia would not be undertaken
until the 1840's.

Few buildings of the Sydney of 1838 remain standing in 1988. Amongst these are the Rum
Hospital (presentlay State Parliament Hoyséhe Mint, Convict Barracks, Government
Stables (the modern 'Conservatorium of Music') and St. James Church in Macquarie Street.

In 1838, the colony had been in such severe drought that the Governor had proclaimed
November 2nd (four days before the aatiof the 'Maitland’) as a national day of 'fasting and
humiliation'. It rained on November 4th, leading to an outbreak of influenza. These
circumstances must have created an unpleasant welcome for the families from Kent and
Sussex, who were contangd with deaths of family members and a long period in quarantine.
The drought conditions would have been a far cry from the lush greegrbamg regions

of southeastern England. Also at that time, there was major concern about frequent fights
between the whe settlers and the aboriginal population. Life in the bush was virtually
lawless, and there were frequent reports of massacres by both whites and blacks.

The most difficult problem for all the new British settlers was, however, the sense of isolation
dueto the vast distance of the new colony from 'home'. Very few would ever be able to
return, even if they had the means. Corresponding with relatives in Britain by mail took a
minimum of 5 months one way, and about a year to receive a reply. Telegraphic
communications did not connect Australia to the rest of the world until the 1870's.

Despite these difficulties, the new colony provided significant opportunities for men and
women of enterprise, faith and industry. The rigid distinctions of the Englishsgisiesn had

not been transferred to this new society. These factors allowed the families an opportunity to
create lives that were more productive and fulfilling than would ever have been possible in
their country of birth.

Adapted from an article by Philidowden Mitchell

in King, Colin: The Benenden Bowdefiagenta Press, 1988

Early in the year 1836 Dr. David Boyter was appointed agent of emigration to New South
Wales on the plan suggested byRichard Bourke, subject to the confirmation of the

Secretary of State. He was instructed to proceed to Scotland, and in that country to select
mechanics for emigration to the colony, of the following descriptions, and in the following
proportions: viz., arpenters, one eighth; joiners one eighth; stone masons, one half;
blacksmiths, one eighth; and bricklayers one eight. These artificers were all to be married
men, and accompanied by their wives and children; the ages of neither of the married couple
to exceed thirty years.

The Australiarreported that Dr. Boyter was to offer a passage to Sydney on the following
terms:



Each married couple under thirty years of age a bounty of £30; Each child above two and
under seven years £5; Each child above seven aner ditidyears £10; Each unmarried

daughter above fifteen and under thirty years £15; any young woman, under the protection of
a family above 18 and under 30 years £15.

This bounty according to the present rate of passage money in London is perfectly adequate
to pay the whole expense; it may, therefore be considered a free passage.

Dr. Boyter entertains the fullest expectations of being able to procure as many
respectable families for Forfarshire and the adjacent counties as will require a ship
of large tonnage for their conveyance; in which case, a ship of the first class will be
brought into the Tay, and receive every person on board, with all their necessaries
and luggage; and Dr. Boyter will feel bound to proceed direct to NSW in the vessel
himself. As Dr. Boyter has frequently been in the Colony and made himself fully
acquainted with everything relating to emigration, the whole superintendence and
direction have been entrusted to him.

Ref: http://www.jenwilletts.com/surgeon_superintendents - b.htm#BOYTER, David,

OAustral i and Famitg rWitli loina mo

After some months of expectation and anxiety, Dr. Boyter, the Government
emigration agent for Australia, arrived at Fort William on x 8th current. The news
of his arrival, like the fiery cross of old, soon spread through every glen of the
district, and at an early hour on Monday, thousands of enterprising Gaels might
be seen ranked around the Caledonian Hotel, anxious to quit the land of their
forefathers and to go and possess the unbounded pastures of Australia. . ..
While we regret that so many active men should feel it necessary to leave their
own country, the Highlands will be considerably relieved of its over-plus
population.

(Inverness Courier, 30th May, 1838)

The Shamrock speakingthe packet ship St George off Cape Dromedar$841 1857,
artist unknown, oil, ML 581Cape Dromedary is South of Bega, coastal N.S.W.)

The following newspaper item relates the experience of immigrants on board another ship
which Dr Boyter had charge of selecting the eligible candidates coming to Australia.



The Colonist (Sydney, NSW 1835- 1840), Saturday 16 February 1839, page 3

THE JAMES MORAN,

Tus passengers by the James Moran were landed
on Thursday. Their appearauce speaks volumes
in favour of the mode of 1reatment pursued by
the Surgeon-superiniendent on the passage. <

The subjoined letter addressed 10 Dr. Boyter,
by a commitiee chosen from among the general
body of the passengers, and forwarded from the
Cape, has been handed 10 us for publication :—

TO DR. BOYTER, R.N,, &c., &c., &c.
Fmigration Ship, James Moran,
| Off Cape of Good Hope, December, 28, 1838,
|  Sir,—~Being well aware tha: many of our distressed
and impovershed couatrymen are prevented from
lubnnq the advantages offered by free emigration
1o Austialia, from a dread of the hardships they may
|be made 10 endure oo the passage 1o that country,
ln take this the earliest oppostunity offered us, after
len weeks’ experience, of assuring them, through you,
of the utter groundlessness of such fears. We beg
to state that ever since we came on board we have
had a most pleatiful supply of excellent provisions,
and our tresiment in every way has been to our
enlire satisfaction.
| We have likewwe to stale that Dr. Macnee the
Surgeon-superintendeut of the ship, has on ali vcca-
'siu- paid (he most marked atieniion o our wants,
(oud bas, at the same time, enforced the most rigid
{disipline, to which, under God's i.lessing, we autri-
bute the extraordinary degree of good health that the
‘emigrants have enjoyeil. . '
| We beg to mention that Captain Ferguson has
|bekaved 10 us in the most kind and civil manner
during the passage hither.
; We are, Sir,
Your mast obedient servants,

(Signed by the Captains of Messes.)

The Bounty Ships Scheme to Australia

Extract from an article by Gordon Dennes published in The Daily Examiner Grafton,
New South Waleson 14 April 1939
[transcription by Wayne Camerpn

The British King

The 8th governmenthartered immigrant ship to sail from a Highland port in Scotland, was
the BarqueBritish King. Her predecessors were th&lliam Nicol, Midlothian, Brilliant, St
George Boyne James MorarandLady McNaughtonTheBritish Kingd segistered tonnage
was 673 tons anlder burthen upwards of 1,000 tons. She had a regular frigate deck from
stem to stern of 124 feet withceiling of 8% feet, width 28Y% feet with double tier of berths
for 256 passengers, besides childreraddition, themale and female hospitals each
contained 9 berths and were situated immedidtedyn e a t h
thus had access at all hours to his patients from hisoem by a hatchway, through which

a wind sail could be put to the top of the@op, a matter of thgreatest importance to the sick.
Each adult was provided with a clothes bag, a bed and blankei$e afork and spoon. The
dining tables were affixed amidships and no chest was allowed to bedakenhold. There
was a wide pnmenade round the whole of the ship, which was rendered airggradable

by the provision of air ports on each side. According to the standard of accommodation for
ships of those days, that of tBatish Kingwas comfortable. The general outfitting was
carried outprobably at Greenock, under the supervision of Lieutenant Hermans, the

t he

Surgeonbs

c

a



Government Agent for thghip, whilst Mr. Andrew Crawford, joiner, fitted up in a superior
manner the sleeping and diniagcommodation.

Sufficient stores were taken aboaod & trip to last some 5 or 6 months. These consisted

mainly of Arrowroot, Biscuits, Flour, Meat, Molasses, Oatmeal, Pork, Port Wine, Sago, Soap,
VegetablesYinegar, Water and Medical Supplies etc. From the Clyde River, she sailed

under the command &fapain William Paton with a crew of 4 officers and 30 marines, to the
port of ToberonorMa,r yioT, hes oWeclall | ed from a spri.
Mull. Up to the time of her departure, shas the largest ship that had ever sailed from the
Clyde for Australia but what a contrast she preseiotshe present day steamers! She was
comparatively, a small ship but her name will longcbenmemorated with this trip.

Highland Emigrants

AFogradh nan Gai dheal

Thainig soitheach 'g an iarraidh,

'S dh'fheum iad triall air an anradh,

'G an giulan thar fairge

Do ghar bhl ai c @camgnhatfind &nhEnglistl ianstation af these wprds

At Tobermory the migrants embarked under the superintendence of Surgeon Alexander
Arbuckle,(see Medical Journalfo Austral i a, 0 VUZBaNitsamsi20413. 10. 1
children, a total of 33passengers, belonging to the Caird (1), Cameron (17), Campbell (29),
Fletcher (11), Henderson (3tazer (15), Keay (3), McArthur (1), McCallum (13),

McDonald (146), McDougall2), McEachern (13), McFadyen (2), McFarlane (14), McKellar

(1), McKillop (7), McKinnon (5)McLean (16), McCormick (7), McPherson (11),

McNaughton (1), McNeil (1), Nicholson (1), Pend@y, Pierson (1), and Shaw (1) clans. The
majority of them were nates of Argylishire- the islands o€oll, Gometra, Tyree and Ulva

and the district of Ardnamurchan; the remainder were frv@rnesshire Skye and Moidart;
Dumbartonshire Kilpatrick; Morayshire- Elgin andAberdeenshire.

With her full complement of pasagers aboard, tHeritish Kingweighed anchor on October

28, 1838and set sail on her long voyage of 13,000 miles direstr A down under 0.
her Gaelic speakingnigrants bid adieu, probably for the l&iste, to their native heathéills

and glensand braved thetorms and perils of the Atlantic, Indian and Pacific Oceans. Many

of them, especially those from tlsdes, had lived on the level of the sea. The menfolk were
mostly farmersailors- equally at home ithe furrow of the land as in the fow of the sea.
Although a copy of the regulations observed aboard ship is not available, probably they were
similarto those of thésiafrom Cromarty, in which the Phemister family, descendants of

whom reside aCopmanhurst, arrived at Sydney on May 1839. These in the main were:

. Out of bed at seven.

. Beds to be rolled up, and in fine weather carried on deck.

. Breakfast at eight.

. Clean decks at ten.

. Dine at one.

. Tea at six.

. Four constables to be appointed.

. A certain number ahen to be on watch at night. One lantern to be kept burning at each
hatchway.

9. Everybody under 15 years to be on deck at 10 a.m., weather permitting, to be inspected by
theSurgeon or Teachers and sée be clean. After inspecti@thool.

10. On every &bbath, the people to assemble for Divine Service.

11. Washing days every Monday and Thursday. When not fine, others to be substituted as the
Surgeon may direct.

O~NO O WNE



12. No washing on any account to be suffered between decks and no drying of wet cloths
there.

13. No spirits to be allowed.

14. When wine in issue, the Surgeon enjoined to refuse same to any person neglecting these
regulations; and in the case of gross misconduct cenveal same to be reported to the
Governoron arrival.

15. The constables amelachers to be exempted from cleaning the decks.

16. Passengers to bear in mind that on arrival in the colony their conduct during the voyage
will be known and that therefore not only is it essential to their health and perhaps their safety
to attendo the rules agreed to for their wddking on the passage but that individuals who
thwart themmay feel the consequences seriously in their prospects afterwards.

The fair breeze blew, the white foam flewd after a lengthy and tedious passage of 123
days,without calling at any intermediate port, the good &rifish Kingon February 28,

1839, entered theafe and beautiful haven of Port Jackson.

Arrival Sydney

Dr. John Dobie, Health Officer and formerly of the Royal Navy, whose name is perpetuated
in thename of a street in Grafton and is also linked with the early history of the Clarence
River, conductedhe medical examination of the passengers. All except 2 were found to be
quite healthy. Dr. Dobigranted pratique and tiBzitish Kingdropped anchor in &utral

Bay. During the passage 7 minalisd and 6 babies first saw the light of day.

On arrival, Surgeon Superintendent Arbuckle reported that Divine Service was kept every
Sabbattsince leaving Tobermory240 Protestants and 83 Roman Catholics atter&tdubol

was alscestablished. Thirtyive scholars attended regularly, all of whom made great
progress. One of thteachers was Mr. John McFarlane, father of Mr. Duncan McFarlane,
well-known on the Clarence. Ftre preservation of the health of the pagees, they were

made to appear on deck wheneventieather permittednd the greatest attention was

always paid to cleanliness. Dancing and orausements were encouraged to prevent
idleness and to preserve contentment and cheerfudnessg the passears. Probably

Duncan McDonald, a native of the Isle of Tyree, who was recaddde passenger list as a
Afar mer and pipero, provided the bagpipe mus
Whilst at sea, th8ritish Kingexchanged colours with tl@assandrabound forBombay on
December 5, with thBlorth Britonfrom Sydney to Batavia on February 18, and she also
spoke inBass Strait on February 25, a brig supposed to bBl#uk Jokdrom Launceston to
South Australia.

The Immigrants

TheBritish Kingwas hauled int&ydney Cove, where she landed her migrants on March 4,
andcommenced discharging her cargo of soap, vinegar, whisky, ale, geneva, bottles, wine
and handspikeand stores. The immigrants were domiciled at the Immigration Building, Bent
Street, until they ntevith engagements. These Highlanders and those who had landed before
them, being hardy and frugal their habits and in general of strict integrity and virtue, were
eagerly sought after as employeeghsy colonists. The majority of them were farmers and
shepherds. One of their number was a qual®edjeon- Duncan McDonald, native of Mull.

In The Australiamewspaper of March 23, 1839, the following letter of appreciation was

published:
ATo t he THedustraban o f
Sir,

Requested by my fellowassengers to communicate through the medium of your valuable
journalto the local Government and the public generally, the high estimation which Supt.
Arbuckle, CaptPaton and other officers of tiBitish Kingare deservedly held by the whole
of the pasengers. | feahuch pleasure in complying with such a creditable proposal.



It is admitted by all the gentlemen who have been on board that they never witnessed an
immigrantship enter the harbour of Port Jackson in superior condition as to general
cleanlness and theonsequent good health of its inmates than the British King and certainly
none her equal, who matiee passage without calling at any intermediate ports. The
expenses generally incurred at the Capéadd Hope, have been avoided and the hexlt
the passengers preserved unimpaivéd.are indebted under the guidance of Providence for
such a happy issue to our voyage, todlose and unremitting attention conjoined with the
superior intelligence and experience of Brbuckle and Capt. Patomhese gentlemen are so
affable in their manners that to obey thmmmands was a pleasure, and their natural
dispositions are so benevolent as to render theiroedars y and agreeabl e. Th
kindness and assiduity will never be obliterated frobehearts ofhose who emigrated from
their native land under his charge and if ever any of them should tieiiiner they will
consider themselves more than fortunate by taking their passage under the command
of a gentleman equally qualified with thetéat
Our thanks are likewise due to the first and second officers who invariably treated us with
affability and kindness. The common sailors participated in a high degree in these benevolent
feelings srevalent among our seafaring countrymen, and ougsnitv particular are very
grateful for theirassiduous attention to children.
| am your obedient servant,

Anlmmigrantby t he Briti sh King. o



Below is alist of some of the Bounty Shipsvith details of departure etc.

TABLE IX

Ships Sailing from Scotland with Bounty Emigrants under
the Government System, 1837-18401

Date Ship Port of Number of
departure emigrants
13 March 1837 John Barry Dundee 323

6 July 1837 William Nicoll Hebrides 321

7 August 1837 Midlothian Hebrides 282
October 1837 Brilliant Hebrides 298

11 January 1838 Diuncan Greenock 260
18 April 1838 Lady Kennaway Leith 283
13 May 1838 William Roger Greenock 296

\ 4 July 1838 Saint George Oban 326 /

31 August 1838 Boyne Cromarty 285
18 September 1838  Asia Cromarty 270
26 September 1838  Lady McNaghten Cromarty 205
13 October 1838 James Moran Loch Broom 210
October 1838 British King Tobermory 326

7 May 1839 Hero Leith 201
13 June 1839 David Clarke Greenock 283
15 September 1839  George Fyfe Tobermory 178
October 1839 Henry Porcher Skye 211
December 1839 Glen Huntly Oban 305§

3 January 1840 Dauntless Greenock 200 approx.
January 1840 Calder Greenock 200 ,,
Totals 20 ships approx.

5,263
persons

Many Scots had previously immigrated to Canada, but, in-B83te Lower Canada
Rebellion prevented others from choosing Canada as their destination to begin new life. Had
times been different perhaps the Macdonald famduld have chosen to emigrate to Canada

instead of Australia.

As you can see the ship St George left Oban on the west coast of Scotland"dautlye 4
1838 to sail to Australia, arriving at Sydney 114 days later on tAd&l@Bember 1838The
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Old Oban pier built 1812, whereth ship St Geore mhave docked



* . .
It would seem from comments on the Macdonald family ship records that they were less

happywith the journey, generally they were displeased with the Sur@ewther information
from the LDS site shows the Macdonald family as passewongeBoard the shiptSseorgeon

a typewritten cardtliis has beeropied from original shipping records, becausewyiers

were not in use in 1838l of the names are correct and the children's ages consistent with
birth/christening records from India. John's age isemibut, Catherine would be approx 27
years using information already known, or perhaps she was genuinely older!

NAME (Hus.)

OCCUPATION

NATIVE PLACE Spizort, Scot.

FATHER .xmu. Chnrln (tnm:r)

NAME (Wife) . HMcDONALD, Catherine
OCCUPATION .. Lived at home
RL ... Pres AGE JOyNovi83T gy, B.

VE PLACE “8kigort, Scot.
NATIVE PLACE ’IGBOIE Heotor lhmr)

John 3y Fov 1838;




Copy of the original Entry to Australia Document for John Macdonald.

-l .
Z {//7',53;‘,' oy ,) !
MARRIED IMMIGRANT, |
Arivedby the Ship £ e

S

P2l
THIS is to certify, that the Immigrants whose names, ages on embarkation, Brought out by &
/,,,, .

and the amount of Bounty payable for each, are below stated, and who arrived here on the. y /
Soee e 7
of 18 in the Ship sl e .

Board Room, Macquarie-street,
Sydney, 183 .

(/Pf/‘r‘( / /

Master,
Cnllmg VY

have been examined by us. They have produced i of ch required /

by the Government Notice of 28th October, 1835. ¢ Age on Emborkation; . 3/ /(/‘4/ Gt A/}/

Person certifying Registry of
Baptism

Character and person certi.
fying the same E

W
WE are therefore of opinion that upon whose
account they have been brought out, and who has certified that no other Bounty from
the Government has been paid, or claimed for them, is entitled to receive the amount of

Bounty below stated, in fi of the letter add d to him by the Colonial Secretary,
183

Age. Bounty.

State of bodily health, strength, Y oy rr z
and probable usefulness s /

'Reli;inn; 2 /Z%’ﬁ— -
2.5 Sanl

Remarks ; -~ o

| A
G it g T

e X

;2/1{) L oo AP CiA %”f%/

Apart from the general details which are recorded as on the tymswedtd there is a

comment at the bottom of the original page

606Genl compl aints against the Surgeon Made a
G Hoped

Also a handwritten note onthe topright J ohn Macdonal d sorn of Char
Personal detilsi John Macdonald, Native of Scotland, Parish of Snizadn of Charles

Macdonald, tailor and farmer, of same place & Janet his wife. 31 years December? Health

very good, Presbyterian, can read.

This then leads to more research of the fell@ssengers, revealing several other family
members who matched details on John Macdonal
Copy of the original Entry to Australia Document for Catherine Macdonald



M //ﬁ,u Sy att

3

Brought out by é'f-/ T

f’/ fu w2, 4D ,’141
ing ; (/
Calling; £ 5 A 4/41,«,&)
Age on Embarkation; }ﬂ /Z;“) A
rd
Person certifying Registry ofs
Baptism

Character and person wrﬁ_E

fying the same

\

Stats of bodily health, .m,;m.} %M / o
and probable usefulness

Religion; /04 ARy
Remarks ; / /4—)

—————

/.{/ MARRIED IMMIGRANT.
) Arrived by the Ship o R P
{ hij /

/;’-?‘7/4»4) AAAc//’//yxu/‘/y//"
ANativeof ) ocer ,f//,fa G ,M”,&/ sl
>

Mw///w«/" P 4»(4”&

MALE CHILDREN, EXCEEDING ONE, AND UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS,

Ages on

Numes. el Persons certifying Registry of Baptism.
/' 4 4 A /"
3 . ' .
g / Ll{r(’ ‘e j‘f“» e AAdAL VS
2 -

B\

FEMALE CHILDREN, EXCEEDING ONE AND UNDER FIFTEEN YEARS.

A . . .
Names, Embarkation. Persous certifying Registry of Baptiom.

’,%‘ = K ér‘u ,/f/lv.ﬂ :/(: [/////Liv
/ 7//, . s gy ML
M «-—-1«4; _ K i T

Thereby Certify, that no Bounty from the Government has been already reccived on
account of any of the Immigrants herein before named, or has been claimed, or is intended to
be so, other than the Bounties now applied for.

Sydney,

Apart from the general details which are recorded as on the typewritten carid there

comment at the bottom of the page
@Gamecomplaints as husband

Also a handwritten note on the top righPersonal detailsCatherine Macdonald, Native of
Scotland, Parish of Snizdrtdaughter of Hector Macdonald, farmer, of same place &
Margarethis wife. 30 years November 1837, live at home. Health very good, Presbyterian,
can read. Children listed on the right Jéhthree, Flord nine, Margaret roské seven and

Catherind six.

Further research of the ship St George passengers matchingdatailg on the same

journey, revealed other family member®:0 h n

Macdonal dés parents

brothers Alexander & Normand and sister Rachael.

Copy of the original Entry to Australia Document for Charles Macdonald

Ch



“/

MARRIED IMMIGRANT,

Arrived by the Ship M7&
oo ’/ )
THIS is to certify, that the Immigrants whose names, ages on embarkation, Brought out by

and the amount of Bounty payable for each, are below stated, and who arrived here on the - I /,ﬂ_ ey 2. /// P
A Native -
of 18 in the Ship /,Apu.((/ /I, -l W ""“‘“/'

? c.nh‘g;
have been'enmhud by us. They have produced i of ch required ,-., ‘ﬁ/-.~-‘~‘/‘

by the Government Notice of 28th October, 1835. A Age,on Embarkation ; K)f/ A % / //Z} f/

Board Room, Macquarie-street,
Sydney, 183 .

/, s

Person certifying Registry of
Baptism

Character and person ccrti.%

fying the same

WE are therefore of opinion that =
upon whose

account they have been brought out, and who has certified that no other Bounty from

the Government has been paid, or claimed for them, is entitled to reccive the amount of

Bounty below stated, in fulfil of the letter add: d to him by the Colonial Secretary,
183

Age. Bounty.

L
State of bodily health, strength, ] &7 5 4f ]

and probable usefulness )
Rclixiun‘ 3 ;\ A%MV

Remarks; / / ( )

""“//«4. /4 1.71.,“/ %/:/‘ L ,af/&‘

Birsr ool FE Hoaviiinciy «% gl

There is a comment at the lmwtt of the pagé Complaints against the Surgeon which
were made to the Governor at the Cape.

Personal details Charles Macdonald, Native of Scotland, Parish of SnizGharles
Macdonald aged 50 years in May 1838, son of Donald Macdonald farmer ofhtbekee
andwith his wife, callingi tailor farmer Health very good, Presbyterian, can read.

Copy of the original Entry to Australia Document for Janet Macdonald



S, &, 72
ﬁ@uf{ gl K%l Jaes”

MARRIED IMMIGRANT. MALE CHILDREN, EXCEEDING ONE, AND &Mt EIGHTEEN YEARS,

Arrived by the Ship A//Z/ = Names. = ’ Persans certifying Regisiry of Baptism,

Brought out by P e ﬂé}’/}“i\’(p\‘—
7 ,7 /‘AL P n e v ——
ANativeof ¥ /el ‘/“ < i /,, ‘.‘//Muu

= eyt Z nﬂv
/7 (/,,/l/,;,
ten e O ;/{ ¢/¢[44 @“.«, y

. Calling;
. # 5 Clvned A ”
Age on Embarkation ; eé“ %f
SN - i
Person certifying Registry oIE
Baptism

and certi-
Character and person % FEMALE CHILDREN, EXCEEDING ONE AND UNDER FIFTEEN YEARS.

fying the same

‘ Ages on i ; 4
d Names, shme Persons certifying Registry of Baptism,

7
State of bodily health, strength, /_Z' A t‘(« e

and probable usefulness

Rk
3
T hereby Certify, that no Bounty from the Government has been already received on

///,‘ K) 8 account of any of the Immigrants herein before named, or has been claimed, or is intended to
be 50, other than the Bounties now applied for.

o flissr span £TE Lo A ] W
(A Akos e

There is a comment at the bottom of the pa@®mplaints against the Surgeon similar to
the husband.

Personal details Janet Macdonald, Native of Scotland, Parish of Snizdeughter of
Laughlan McKenny/McKinnon?, farmer of same place & Rachel his wife. Lived at home, 51
years January 1838. Delicate Health, Presbyterian, can read.



Copy of the original Entry to Australia Document for Rachel Macdonald

/
R (P e "

UNMARRIED FEMAL/E IMMIGRANT.
(£

s " :
\‘\w lacquarie-street, Arrived by the Ship
Brought out by s

JTHIS s to ¢ 195 that cdl- 1
\ cony m‘u&m ew lnqngruk&s‘ b’-\(
>R Y Qﬁ@\"dnlh'\,m\s"\ & ot
AN ; ‘ 7
‘ i the $hip ¢ aa, O \'Q Ae \&‘\
Master, under the protection and as one of the l~ull"ro( 5\ A

has\been this day, cx*uned Ry us, and Pproduced
the Certificate of good character required by the Government Notice of 28th October, 1535 O,

and = ‘
B Nt e \?M Age on Embarkation Zj%‘u o

Person certifying Registry of}
Baptism

‘We are therefore of opinion that re Chiracter, and Person cerli-}

upon whose account she has been brought out, and who has * fying the same
hercinbefore certified that no other Bounty from the Government has been paid for her,
is cutitled to receive the Bounty of Fifteen Pounds Sterling, in fulfilment of the Letter

addressed to him by the Colonial Secretary, dated

Stite of bodily health, strengsh, I
e
and probable usefulness

/r;

Y\ & 4y #yFemale, Immigrant, Fifteen Pounds
Stéaling,

Ly~

Amount of Bounty for one Unmarried
£15 0 0

- 7
S e O i:\u -\ ¢ Religion / éif P
- N, O SR /fj :
SN C).s& S \AY Reiarks SN %M W’t

I hereby Certify, that no Bounty from the, Government has been already received,
ou'account of the unmarried Female Immigrant above-named, or has been claimed, or is
intended to be so, other than the Bounty now applied for,

Sydney,

There is a comment at the bottom of the patw complaints.

Personal details Rachel Macdonald, Native of Scotland, Parish of Snizddughter of
Charles Macdonald, tailor and farmer of same place & Janet his wife. Lived at home, 23
years June 1838. Health very good, Presbyterian, can read.



Copy of the original Entry to Australia Document for Alexander Macdonald

////,u« /{1‘%’/‘%11/:1)

MARRIED IMMIGRANT, / UNMARRILD MALE IMMIGRANT.
Arrived by the Ship /

Arrived by the Ship
' Brought out by A/l‘{ e e )
Brought out by

yert - v
A Native of ANaiveof //Zf“ /A{Z}‘:d /}/’ /,:/‘ e~ '/f
1“// G and St Lo <~/:’ =

Galling s Calling % o atet”

Age on Embarkation ; : . o oy D
| Age on Embarkation 2/ %‘—4 o 47 A7

Person certifying Registry of %

Baptism Person cenit:ying registry of ]

Baptisuf I

\

Character and person an%

Character, and person certi-
fying the same

fying the same

7

State of bodily health, strength, ) Shleol‘bodilyhuhh‘cmnglhv} /A7 e
and probable usefulness  § and probable usefulness

e //’ ot
Religion ; -

Kss Remarks C// ) /{I("’/{z‘ - /
i //‘u)//
1 hereby Certify, that no Bounty from the Government has be-n already received
on account of the above named Unmarried Male Immigrant, or has been claimed, or is
intended to be so, other than the Bounty now applied for.

Sydney,

There is a comment at the bottom of the paGeneral complaints.

Personal details Alexander Macdonald, Native of Scotland, Parish of Snizedn of
Charles Macdonald, tailor and farmer, of same place & Janet his wife. Shoemaker, 21 years
August 1838Health very good, Presbyterian, can read and write.



Copy of the original Entry to Australia Document for Normand Macdonald

o 7
/m«ﬁ Yo § sl ?
UNMARRIED MALE IMMIGRANT.
Arrived by the Ship //1 Sk
Board Room, M"""'""'tm
Sydney, ' Brought out by - ”“"‘”""M

THIS is to certify, that the Unmarried Male Immigrant, ‘/,// Ponia 7/1«-7 -
e ?
who arrived on the ASH /... by, »‘«/‘IP -id Tats

in the Ship J o) //.ad Afls u«p
/z cewdiice .,0

quired by the Government Notice of 25th October, 1835 : and /
b an T Y # , WbF )

Master, has been this day examined by us, and produced the certif oalling; R

Person certifying registry of]
Baptism I

Character, and person cmi~}
1 We are therefore of opinion that g themme
upon whose account he has been brought out, and who has likewise brought
out by the
an unappropriated Unmarried Female, between fifteen and thirty years
of age, named
and has certified that no other bounty from the Government has been paid for him, is entitled

to receive the Bounty of Ten Pounds Sterling, in fulfilment of the letter addressed to him by
the Colonial Secretary, dated

hv’d

State of bodily hmllh,olmngth.}
and probable usefulness

2
Religion r/& L

1 hereby Certify, that no Bounty from”the Government has been already received
on account of the above named Unmarried Male Immigrant, or has been claimed, or is
intended to be so, other than the Bounty now applied for.

Remarks

Sydey,

There is a comment at the bottom of the paGeneral complaints against the Surgeon.

Personal details Normand Macdoald, Native of Scotland, Parish of Snizbigon of
Charles Macdonald, tailor and farmer of same place & Janet his wife. Agricultural Labourer,
19 years January 1838. Health very good, Presbyterian, can read.

From all these passenger details of the shipeftrge we can see that not only John and
Catherine Macdonald and children i mmigrated
Charles and their children (his siblings) Rachel, Alexander & Normand.

With so many facts matching our known Macdonald familgré is no doubt all these St

George passengers are our ancestors.



e

Millers Point, Sydneyor Sydney in the Forti¢s. 1845, Joseph Fowles, watercolour, ML 66

Millers Point was an important centre for commercial expansion, as entrepreneurs such as
Robert Towns and John Lamb set up private wharves. New South Wales flourished upon the
efforts, and money, of these merchants.

The Macdonald family could have seen a similar view of Sydney had they arrived a few years
ear |l i er 't han ttdniVhetlzerthey settfirgt$ootiomlane in Rort gatkson or
Melbourne is a fact yet to be determined.

Convict ships were still arriving in Australiain 1988 hi p 6 Ear |l Greyd arriv
few days after St Georgen the 21st November, 1838 at N&auth Wales, the average

sentence: 10 Years | Life sentences: 23 | Passengers: 290.

It was only 5 years since Britain abolished the slave trade in 1833.

Charles Sturt discovered the Murray Rivel" J4nuary 1830.

These small snippets of information giane idea of the times the Macdonald family had lived

through.




An inquiry 23™ April 2015 DC ENQ 40320- St George arrival datei sent to-
Immigration Museum Discovery Centre

GPO Box 666

Melbourne VIC 3001

Australia

Email idc@museum.vic.gov.au

Website www.museum.vic.gov.au/discoverycentre

Il n regard to a g ofthegamecChristidranardes appelarchgam the
September 1838 census taken in Victoria, which wouldave been before arrival of St
George at Sydney on the f5November 1838:

Dear Betty,

Thank you kindly for your enquiry regarding the | andi
arrival into Australia. We assigned your enquiry to one of our volunteer researchers, who has given us
the following response:

I have found a record of the St George arriving in Sydney from Oban, Scotland, on November
15th 1838 but nothing about it stopping in Melbourne. At that stage the Yarra was too

shallow for ships to travel up and people and cargo were offloaded and carried overland from
Williamstown or Liardet's Beach or similar. It is entirely possible that the St George came
anti-clockwise around the Australian coast, stopping for example in Fremantle and Melbourne,
before heading up to Sydney. The passengers in question may have left the ship and
travelled overland into Melbourne before the St George even arrived in Sydney, which would
explain why they were showing on the Septe mber census.

The Victorian Census from 1838 is stored on microfilm held by the Public Records Office of

Victoria so we dond6t have access to it to |l ook at
you a definitive answer on this one, as the records from that period are not the greatest and

a lot of them were disposed of in the late 1800s which is very unfortunate for us.

You can find contact details for the Public Records Office of Victoria here

Best of luck with your research, and if you have any further questions please do not hesitate to get in
touch.

Kind regards,
Siobhan

Port of Melbourne (from Museum Victoria)
The first direct overseas immigrant ships to reach Melbourne arrived in 1838.
Unlike the small coastal vessels that established the settlement four years
earlier, these ships were too large to pass up the shallow Yarra River. People
and goods were off-loaded into small boats and carried overland from
Williamstown or Liardet's Beach (now Port Melbourne), creating costly and
inefficient double-handling of goods.


mailto:discoverycentre@museum.vic.gov.au
http://www.museum.vic.gov.au/discoverycentre
http://museumvictoria.com.au/discoverycentre/websites-mini/journeys-australia/departure--arrival/australian-ports/
http://museumvictoria.com.au/discoverycentre/websites-mini/journeys-australia/departure--arrival/australian-ports/
http://prov.vic.gov.au/contact-us

Below copies of the Macdonald family entries on the St George Ship list.
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List of wage rates & trades for immigrants from the Ship St George list on the following
page.
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ELBOURNE IN 1837

When the John Macdonald family first arrived at Port Phillip in 1838 they would have seen

the town looking much as in these interpretationantigts of the times.



Melbourne from theYarra Yarra Fallsnear  Queen Street
(falls were later removed using dynamite)
From a sketch Oct. 1838 by Robert Russell

Landing at Melbourne (Williamstown) 1840 watercolour byW. F. E. Liardet

Melbourne was such a young settlement when the Macdonalds arrived, having only been
founded in 1834, so it is easy to imagine the town still very undeveloped, few houses and
other buildings constructed, probably still many rough tents or lean to dweRoggh dry

dusty or muddy tracks for roads, very little sanitation to speak of and a mix of population.


http://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/41843

There would still have been a lot of native wildlife, dense bush and indigenous local tribes.
One wonders what John and Catherine and their childreptessions were, as they stepped
foot onto Australian soil!

When & how the Macdonald family arrived at Melbourne is still unknown, but the Port

Phillip Census records for the nominal date 12th September 1838 (meaning recorded around
the 12" Septembe not necessarily on the exact date) has the names of all our Macdonald
family on it. The exception being Janet McKinnomas she recorded under her maiden

name, instead of as the wife of Charles Macdonald? All other names match the passenger
record- Maggie being Margaret and Kitty being Catherine. It would be hard to imagine that
the two groups of people during a similar time frame, all bearing the same names on both
records, could not be one and the same family.

Normand Macdonald is recorded on bo#isgenger list and Census as 'Normand' with a d,
which is a less common spelling, another comparison point.

Perhaps the ship St George did pass via Port Phillip and the passengers were offloaded into
smaller boats or taken overland to arrive at Melboumeiew of the comment from the
Immigration Museum letter.

The Port Phillip Nominal Census of 12/9/1838 lists the following people
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Also in the same house arei John Smith, Janet Mackinnon , Ann Macpherson and Mary
Dallas.

Janet (McKinnon) Macdonald may be using her maiden name on the census, Maggy and
Kitty could be the children - Margaret and Catherine? Could this be a group of people

staying in a Hotel as family folk | ore relates,

arrival in Melbourne?

Presuming the Macdonald family had newly arrived in September 1838, (whichfit didd
Ship St George sailing time) they may have only stepped foot onto dry land within days of
this record.



The 1841 census |lists 3 John Macdonal

On the ships passenger | ist most

or Mr Macdonal dé Port Phillip, except
Sydney and Alexander to work for Captain Rossi as shoemaailaurne (presumably
Goulburn N.S.W.). It is unknown if John Macdonald did take up work in Sydney for a time.
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Liardets Beach (Port Melbourne) after 1839

Reconstructed aerial view of Melbourne in 1838 By Clarence Woodhouse 1888

The Phenomenal Ci{{5LV catdogue, Melbourne 1984), centre spread

The sheltered harbour soon made Williamstown an ideal port and much of the cargo bound
for Melbourne came into the Williamstown area, just as it does still today with the Port of

Melbourne only a few kilometres upetfyarra River.
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