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E have shown how tllc Norsemen of the W Orkney Isles became Scottish, tl~ough the 
Orkney pcoplc in local sentiment have ;ilways 
rcgardcrl thcmsclvcs as a separate people. T l ~ e  
writcr rcmcmhers at a St. Andrcw's Sacicty 
meeting in \V inn ip~g  hearing the rneml~crs classed 
as so many of Scottish bIoad ancl so many Orkney 
men. The President, howcvcr, $v110 w;w of Orkney 
l l irtl~,  protcstcd ngainst the classification, dcclating 
that he was as goorl a Scotsman as the best of 
thm. I t  was early geographic circumstances that 
led to the great influx of Orheymen into the 
Con~pany posts of I-ludson Bay. It arose thus. 
The grcnt I-ludson's I h y  Company in London IW 

incorporatecl as a purely English organisation by 
the " merric monarch," Charles I I ., in 1 670. H is 
was a royal gift, for he e v e  away about onc- 
third of a continent, consisting. of all the English 
territory on the streams running into Hudson Ray. 
T h i s  was named after his cousin, Prince ICuperr, 
who became the first Governor of Rupert's Land. 
The trade was carried on by the yearly trading 
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