THE GREATNESS AND DECLINE OF THE CELTS
PART ONE
CELTIC EXPANSION IN THE LA TÈNE PERIOD
CHAPTER I
THE CELTS IN ITALY
III
HOW THE GAULS ENTERED ITALY
The Gauls came in, according to Livy, [Livy, v, 34 - 5. Cf. Homo, CCCXLI, English, pp.
165 ff.; Jullian, CCCXLVII, i, pp. 289 ff.] in several bands, crossing the Alps in succession or
by different routes.
Bellovesus, who, according to the same author, directed the whole venture,
had with him only the Insubres. [Livy, v, 34, 9.] They arrived first. When their
movement had been accomplished, a force of the Cenomani under a leader named
Elitovius [Livy, v, 35, 1.] followed them by the same pass, and Bellovesus assisted them
on the way down. Livy then mentions, in vague terms, an advance on the part of the
Libui and the Salluvii, [Livy, v, 35, 2.] but it is doubtful whether they arrived so early.
The Boii and Lingones came over together by the Pennine Alps, that is by the
Simplon or the St. Gothard, and, passing the first two bodies hustled the Etruscans
and Umbrians on the other side of the Po. The Senones arrived last and, passing the
leading bodies in the same manner, provided the army of about thirty thousand men
which crossed the Apennines and took Rome. Livy does not assert this positively;
he says that he believes it. [Livy, v, 35, 2 - 3.] To transport over the Alps, without any
scientific disposition of supply-posts, a mass of men large enough to form a whole
nation, with women and children, flocks and herds, a great number of chariots, and
an indefinitely large train of very primitive little waggons and pack-animals, was an
extremely difficult undertaking. It required at least some organization if it was, as
history relates, a concerted movement. What was done was to divide the host into
separate bodies, and it was most natural to form these according to tribes. So Livy’s
account seems quite credible. Reconnaissances, too, had to be made, guides to be
found, extra provisions to be obtained, and help of all kinds to be secured, and there
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must have been negotiations or battles with the local natives, all combining to delay
and slow down the advance; and, even if we exclude the suggestion that they made
temporary settlements, it must have been necessary to clear and till the land which
they occupied for the time being. The passage of the Gallic columns needed a
fairly long time, and we must suppose that there were big intervals between one
body and the next.
But how big were these intervals ? The largest is that separating the invasion
of the fifth and sixth centuries from that of the fourth.
It is very remarkable that the fourth century Gallic cemeteries in the
Cisalpine country are all south of the Po, the oldest being round Bologna. [Déchelette,
ii, 3, p. 1087.] Those north of the Po, which are in two main groups, one west of the
Ticino [Ulrich, DXLI.] in the province of Novara, and the other about Como, date from
the last three centuries before Christ. [Déchelette, ii, 3, pp. 1093 ff., 1097; von Duhn, in Ebert,
CCCXXIV, s.v. "Kelten", vi, p. 286; s.v. "Bologna", ii, p. 112.] The dead in them were burned, and
their tombs are like contemporary tombs in the Alpine valleys, but also resemble
those of Golasecca. This looks as if the Gauls of the fourth century had rapidly
advanced on Bologna, leaving Lombardy in the possession of their predecessors,
who had arrived a century or two earlier and are said to have opened the gates of
Italy to them. As a matter of fact, the earlier settlement no longer existed. The first
Gallic cemeteries north of the Po were broken up by the construction of towns or
by cultivation (grandiaque effossis mirabitur ossa sepulcris). A few isolated objects
[Montelius, DXXXV, i, pp. 63 - 4.] are sufficient evidence that this district was taken by the
Gauls at the same time as the Cispadane region, or even before it. The columns of
Bellovesus must, therefore, have followed one on another at intervals of a few years
or a few months. At the very most we may suppose, if we cannot accept this blank
in the archæological map, that the Insubres and Cenomani arrived after the Boii and
Senones with reinforcements which continued to descend from the Celtic interior
for a long time yet.
But this, too, is hard to believe, and the order of march of the five Gallic
nations (apart from the Libui and Salluvii) is quite as probable. It follows from their
position. The first-comers doubtless stopped as soon as they could. The way down
into the great valleys which spread out towards the Po is very attractive, and must
have been so then. The country had been brought under cultivation by the people of
the terremare and the pile-villages, and here the first invaders stopped. Those who
followed had to go further. Those who are found at the end of the line are
evidently the last-comers. Thus the Insubres, after their first collision with the
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Etruscans, settled south of the Lake of Como, between the Ticino and the Adda,
occupying the provinces of Como and Milan. The Cenomani, coming next, settle
between the Adda and the Adige, south of the lakes of Iseo and Garda, around
Brescia and as far as Verona. On this side the Celts were stopped by the Veneti,
whom they could not oust and had to take into consideration. The Boii occupied the
region of Lodi, north of the Po, between the Ticino and the Adda. There they are
said to have founded the city which is now Lodi (Laus Pompeia). But, finding
themselves cramped, they crossed the Po with the Lingones and filled the plain
under the Apennines between Parma and Bologna, while the Lingones occupied the
whole of Lower Emilia. The Senones, prolonging the chain of Cisalpine Gauls,
occupied the coast of the Romagna from the Utens (Montone) to the Alsis (Esino)
on the outskirts of Ancona, according to Livy; but they advanced a little further, to
the valley of the Chienti. [Livy, v, 35, 2 - 3. Regarding the Senones, Livy is not absolutely correct, but he
only needs the slightest amendment. The domain of these peoples extended south of Ancona. In recent years, Gallic
tombs have been found in the region of Filottrano and Osimo, e.g. that at San Genesto, near Tolentino. See von Duhn,
in Ebert, s.v. "Kelten", vi, p. 292. This observation enables one to judge how much trust one can place in the
information supplied by the ancient historians.]

We must suppose that they did not settle down all at once. The Periplus of
Scylax, [Scylax, 18.] written about 350, which enumerates all the peoples of the coasts
of the Mediterranean one by one, does indeed speak of the Gauls on the Adriatic
seaboard, or, more exactly, of the remnants of the expedition against Rome, but only
as covering a small area. They cannot have occupied more than the mouths of the
Po, their territory being bounded on the south by that of the Etruscans, which
extended to Spina, an old Greek colony on the southern mouth of the Po, and on the
north by that of the Veneti, which extended to Adria, another Greek colony a few
miles north of the northern mouth. The mouths of the Po seem to have been in the
domain of the Lingones. A too literal interpretation of the text would lead us to look
for the Senones here, since it seems to have been they who made the expedition
against Rome. But according to the author of the Periplus the Adriatic coast
between Ancona and Spina still belonged to the Etruscans about 350, not to the
Senones. The continuous succession of campaigns between 390 and 350 makes one
think that the Senones were not permanently established before 350. One may suppose, too, that they did not occupy the coast but the terraces of the Apennines; for
it is here that Gallic settlements have been found, and not on the coast. In that case
the Periplus of Scylax, which is really a “Pilot” for the use of navigators, might
have ignored them, if we suppose that Ancona and Spina were still in Etruscan
hands.
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It is about this same date of 350 that the series of Greek vases found in the Etruscan
cemetery of Bologna (La Certosa) comes to an end. [Grenier, DXXIX, pp. 160 ff., 320 ff.; id.
CCCLXXVIII, p. 72.] This means that the Etruscans had maintained themselves in the
city, keeping up constant intercourse with the Greek colonies on the mouths of the
Po, under the eyes of the Gauls established all round them. In general, the cities in
this neighbourhood also seem to have held out. Como, which has been assigned to
the Insubres, and Bergamo, which has been assigned to the Cenomani, did not come
under their power until later. Mantua continued to be an Etruscan enclave to the
end.
So, from Como to Ancona and from Milan to Verona the five great peoples
of which we are speaking made themselves one continuous territory. They had
found it there, ready made for them, for the greater part of it coincides with the
Etruscan territory on the Po. When the Etruscans were defeated, the political organization of their province had broken down. The five nations which succeeded them
sooner or later assumed their position. This fact should be borne in mind, for it
explains the cohesion of the group which they formed and the co-ordinated, concerted, and, one might say, political character which the historians ascribe to their
first operations.
But there were other Gallic peoples south of the Alps - the Libui and Salluvii,
mentioned by Livy. [Livy, v, 35, 2.] Polybios [Polyb., ii, 17, 4.] adds the Libici and Laevi
north of the Po and the Ananes, Anares, or Anamari, [Müllenhoff, CCCLXII, ii, p. 267.] south
of it, west of the Boii. These last two are perhaps not Gauls. But the others
certainly are.
The Libui and Libici are probably identical and had Vercellae for their
centre; in their territory was a Rigomagus (Trino). From a somewhat obscure
passage in Pliny, [Pliny, iii, 134; Cato, fr. 27; Strabo, iv, 6, 8, on the Rhaetians. Cf.Meyer, CCCLIV, iv, p. 150.]
the source of which is the Origines of Cato, it appears that they were a sub-tribe of
the Salluvii. The Salluvii, who are also called the Salassi, [Holder, CCVII, s.v.] must have
spoken a Celtic language, for their capital was Eporedia, the name of which is
undoubtedly Gallic. They were probably a section of the Salyes of Provence, whom
the ancient ethnographers label Celto-Ligurian. Between the Libici and the Insubres
were the Vertamocori of Novara, who are described as Ligurians by Cato and as
Gauls by Pliny. [Pliny, iii, 124; cf. d'Arbois, in CXL, xi, p. 154.] The latter says that they were a
pagus, that is a sub-tribe of the Vocontii of Dauphiné. North of the Vertamocori, the
Lepontii, established in the Val d’Ossola and the Val Leventina, were Gauls. [Pliny,
iii, 134.] At the mouth of each of these two valleys we have a large cemetery,
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corresponding to their two main settlements, at Ornavasso [Binachetti, in XXVIII, vi, 1895;
v. Duhn, in Ebert, CCCXXIV, vi, pp. 292 ff.] and Giubiasco. [Viollier, in CLXXX, pp. 229 ff.] These are
La Tène cemeteries. At Ornavasso a certain number of vases have been found
bearing graffiti which seem to be Celtic so far as they can be read at all.
The Lepontii must probably be attached to the people of the Valais. The
Vertamocori and Salluvii are related to the Gauls of Dauphiné and Provence. The
two sections were linked up by a series of Gallic peoples occupying the Alpine
valleys - the Centrones on the upper Isère, the Medulli in the Maurienne, and the
Caturiges on the upper Durance. These last had been settled for a short time in Italy.
The Gallic tribes of Piedmont seem to form a distinct group from the five
large nations in Lombardy and Emilia, more recent and less solidly welded
together. They are the advanced posts in Italy of the Alpine tribes or of those which
had come as far as the foot of the Alps in the Rhone valley and had remained there.
Immediately after the fall of Rome, Polybios [Polyb., ii, 18 - 19.] mentions frequent raids
by men from across the Alps as causing agitation among the Cisalpine Gauls, whose
successes had tempted them. The arrival of the Piedmontese tribes may correspond
to those expeditions.
The Insubres, Cenomani, Boii, Lingones, and Senones came direct from
much further away - from the banks of the Rhine, Appian says, and in any case from
the interior of the Celtic world. [App., Celt., i, 2, 390; cf. Prop., x, 10, 19.]
Livy [Livy, v, 34.] gives us a list of the peoples among which Bellovesus raised
his army, namely the Bituriges, Arverni, Senones, Ædui, Ambarri, Carnutes, and
Aulerci, which appear for the first time in history. Over-critical scholars have
attacked this list, but unjustly. [D'Arbois (CCXCIX, pp. 139 ff.) and Bertrand (CCCIII, p. 20) regard the
Celts of Italy as a colony of the Danubian Celts.] It is a document of the greatest importance, for
it represents a fundamental grouping of the Gallic peoples. It shows what section of
them took part in the great movement of expansion which was then taking place
towards Britain and to the south-east.
The Insubres are Ædui; the Cenomani are Aulerci; the Senones of Italy are
doubtless the same as the Senones of Gaul. In the Italian settlement the Bituriges,
Arverni, Ambarri, and Carnutes do not appear, but we find the Lingones, who were
afterwards neighbours of the Senones and Ædui in Gaul, and the Boii, who were
one of the most widely scattered of all the Celtic peoples, but seem to have kept
their main body in what I regard as the original home of the Celts, east of the
Volcae. So the two lists do not agree absolutely, but there is nothing very
disturbing in that.
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Later on, we shall inquire where the peoples of the first list can have been at
that time. We should note that neither list includes the two nearest neighbours of
Italy - the Helvetii and Sequani. They must have had their hands full in their old or
new possessions in Switzerland and Franche-Comté. Perhaps they stand in the same
relation to the invaders of Italy as the Insubres to the Senones; settling in the
country first, they were passed by those who followed them.
By what road had the invaders come? There are two views, both based on the
text of Livy, which is in such imperfect condition that both sides quote the same
sentence as their authority. [v. Duhn, in Ebert, CCCXIV, vi, pp. 285, 292.] The Gauls are said to
have come through the country of the Ligurians of Turin (Taurini) and by the Julian
Alps (saltusque Juliae Alpis). There is no doubt about what Livy thinks, for in the
preceding sentence he mentions the Gauls as being in contact with the people of
Marseilles. It is hardly credible that they crossed the Julian Alps, for the way was
blocked by the Veneti, whom the Gauls did not touch. A happy conjecture has
replaced the name of the Julian Alps by that of the River Duria. [Jullian, CCCXLVII, i, p.
289, n. 5; p. 291, n. 4.] But the geographical position of the Gauls solves the problem. The
Insubres established south of Lake Maggiore and the Lake of Como had not come
over by the Mont Cenis and the Val d’Aosta. They had crossed the Alps either by
the St. Gothard, coming down on to Lake Maggiore, or by the Maloja, descending
on to the Lake of Como. They stopped at the mouths of the Alpine valleys between
the Ticino and the Oglio. Those who came after gathered round them there, and
went on from there; those who crossed the Pennine Alps doubtless came by the
Simplon, which brought them to the same point by the Val d’Ossola. The Celts
might come from Bavaria; the valley of the Rhine and the Engadine, leading to the
St. Gothard and the Maloja respectively, were the natural routes up to the crest of
the Alps for a people coming from South Germany. The Boii and Lingones, who
crossed the Pennine Alps, came from the same region, working round the Bernese
Oberland.
It was only later, as I have suggested, that they passed through the Ligurians
who lay between their Lombard settlements and the French Alps. It does not seem
that they ever went through the peoples that lay to the north-east of their
settlements.

IV
CHARACTER OF THE GALLIC SETTLEMENT IN THE VALLEY OF THE PO
So the Gallic peoples of the Cisalpine country were portions of certain great
Gallic tribes settled in various other parts of the Celtic world. The invasion had not
been carried out by complete nations or tribes, nor yet by temporary formations of
a purely military kind, having no political ties. These fractions of tribes had become
tribes. But the various elements in the political organization of the Celts were
perfectly homogeneous and only differed in size. [On the divisions of the tribe, see Czarnowski,
CCCCXXIII, pp. 231 ff.] They had combined to some extent for their venture, but when
their object was attained they at once went back to their old freedom of action. Thus
it is that we find the Senones operating alone against Etruria and Rome.
How were those bodies made up? It is an interesting question, but we cannot
answer it completely. Were they merely composed of the men that each happened
to get together? Were they sub-tribes or clans? They were probably groups which
already existed. The Insubres and the Cenomani, indeed, were either sub-tribes or
fractions of sub-tribes of the Ædui and Aulerci. The Cenomani were in the same
group as the contingents of a people which seems to have formed part of their
confederacy, the Andecavi; this must be the explanation of the presence of the
village of Andes [Moreover, the Cenomani seem to have preserved in both their homes the same habits or rules
of place-naming. The name of Tridentum (Trent) is to be compared with that of Tridentus (Trans in Mayenne).
D'Arbois, CCCI, 2, p. 324.] on their territory, close to Mantua.

Another question is the size of the bodies. We can form an approximate idea
of it. It may be remembered that the ancient historians reckon the victors of the Allia
at 30,000 men. It is quite a credible figure. It was required, and it was sufficient, to
produce the effect of irresistible mass of which I have tried to give a notion. We
must multiply it by at least seven to allow for the women, children, old men, sick,
cripples, and slaves. This would bring the number of the Senones up to about
200,000 in all. The Boii must have been about as many. Pliny, still quoting Cato’s
Origins, tells us that they had 112 tribes, [Dottin, CCCXXII, p. 306.] no doubt at the time
when their country came under Roman sway. By this he must mean 112 clans, 112
groups of a social and territorial nature, each of which must have been of some size.
Indeed, the object of the statement is to suggest that the Boii were a very
considerable people. Populations of this size were capable of occupying the
country effectively, and we must take the historians almost literally when they tell
us that they drove out the Etruscans and Umbrians. That a few settlers, a large
number of slaves, and perhaps a few subject and associated groups survived [e.g. the
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Comenses (Como), Ausuciates (Osuccio), Gallianates (Galliano), etc. Cf. Niessen, DXXXVII, ii, 1, pp. 185, 188 9.] is very probable, but it is even more evident that a Celtic occupation took the

place of the Etruscan and Umbrian occupation, that it formed a whole new Gallic
colony.
Another very remarkable thing is that the Italian colony of the Celts was on
the plains. Nothing could show better that something had changed in the
civilization of the Celts since the Hallstatt period. The Hallstatt men made for the
hills. The Gauls of the La Tène period made for uplands and plains suited for
agriculture. The Senones got the worst share, [Diod., xiv, 113, 3. Cf. Jullian, CCCXLVI, i, p. 247.]
for nothing was left for them but the slopes of the Apennines, though these were far
from barren. Perhaps that is what drove them over the crests which barred their way
to look for better land. Having failed, they contented themselves with what they had
and throve on it. Therefore we cannot picture the Gallic settlers of the Cisalpine
country as the nomads and stock-raisers described by Polybios; these
characteristics belong to another branch of the Celts. They remained settled on the
soil which they had conquered. They really colonized it, and as agriculturists. [Diod.,
v, 40, 4 - 5; Dion., xiii, 11.]

It is said that they founded cities - Milan, Brescia (Brixia), Bergamo
(Bergomum), Como, Vicenza, Modena (Mutina), [Just., xx, 5, 8; Livy, xxxiv, 9 (Milan); Pliny,
N.H, iii, 124 - 5 (Como, Bergamo). Verona is supposed to have been founded by Brescia (Catull., 67, 32); its name
may be Celtic. Cf. Niessen, i, p. 204. Against this view, see Philipon, CCCLXIX, p. 138. For Parma, see Mart., v, 13,
7 (Gallica Parma).] and probably Lodi and Sinigaglia (Sena Gallica). Some of these

towns no doubt existed before their coming, as was the case with Como, Brescia,
Bergamo, and Bologna. To this last they gave a Gallic name, Bononia. Others kept
their old names, which came from the Ligurians. [Pliny, iii, 17.]
If they did not Celticize the country sufficiently to give Gallic names to the
towns, it was still more natural for them to keep the old names of the rivers. [Philipon,
op. cit., p. 189; cf. 139 (Ticinus).] The name of the Reno, however, is Celtic. Some have
maintained that Benacus, the name of the Lake of Garda, is Celtic, meaning the
Lake of the Points (Irish benn, “point”), [Pokorny, CCCXIV, v, in Ebert, p. 297, s.v. "Kelten".] but
the derivation is doubtful. Lastly, among the place-names of the country there are
to this day many ending in -asco and -usco, which are Ligurian. Some of these date
from before the Gallic occupation; others were doubtless given afterwards, but they
were still formed on the same principles. [D'Arbois, CCCI, ii, pp. 46, 63.]
The Cisalpine Gauls have left behind them funerary inscriptions, graffiti on
pottery, and manufacturers’marks in surprisingly large numbers for a people which
had had no knowledge of writing at the time when it arrived. By a curious chance,
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far the greatest number have been found north of the Po and on the fringes of the
Gallic country. They seem to be later than the best days of Cisalpine Gaul.
The archæological remains, the known amount of which increases
constantly, are distributed equally irregularly. Nothing remains of the towns, which
were destroyed when Roman towns were built on their sites. The cemeteries
represent wealthy but scattered settlements. They confirm history, which fills up the
gaps in their evidence.
On the whole, the Gauls formed a compact and lasting settlement in the
central part of the Po valley. They took root there firmly enough to change the face
of the countryside for ever.
According to historical tradition, the beaten Etruscans retired into the
Euganean Hills overlooking Verona, and became the Raetians, so-called after their
leader Raetus. [Just., xx, 5, 9.] The Cenomani had advanced on this side. Justin
attributes to them the foundation of Trent, and indeed Tridentum is a Gallic name.
North of Trent, in the Val di Non or Nonsberg, the little village of Cavareno has a
Gallic name, [Cauaros, hero; Irish caur, giant.] and the name of the district recalls that of the
Anauni, a small people belonging to the group whose centre was Trent; their name
certainly seems to be Gallic. [Ptol., ii, 1, 32; I, v, p. 537. *anavo-, cf. Welsh anau, harmony. D'Arbois,
CCCI, ii, p. 159.] Near by, in the valley, a Gallic cemetery has been explored at Mechelin-Nonsberg. [Much, CCCLXI, 1xv, 149; further east, is another cemetery in the Val Sugana (v. Duhn, in Ebert,
s.v. "Kelten", i, p. 295). The last Gallic cemetery on the Venetian side is that of Pavigliano Vennese (CXII, 1880, pp.
236 ff.).] But the slopes of the Alps north of Cisalpine Gaul on this side remained in

the hands of the Raeti and Euganeans. [D'Arbois, CCXCIX, p. 143. Cf. Trumpilini, in an inscription
from La Turbie (I, v, 7817), and Stoeni, in Pliny, iii, 134; I, i, p. 460 (117 B.C.); cf. Holder, CCVII, s.v. "Stoeni".]

Whoever these last may have been, there were undoubted Ligurians among them.
There were, for example, the Trumpilini, who have left their name to the Val
Trompia. They naturally recall the Trumpilini of the Maritime Alps, whose
existence and defeat are recorded by the monument at La Turbie. There were also
the Ligures Stoeni, who have left their name to the village of Stenico, in the upper
valley of the Sarca.
The western edge of the Gallic domain in Italy presents a similar spectacle.
The ethnography of the region must have been so entangled as to involve the
ancient writers in mistakes without end. Cato seems to have made a serious effort
in his Origins to establish the identity of the peoples in those parts on the strength
of the information at his disposal. The result is that he describes the Vertamocori
and the Salluvii, whom we have good reason to call Celtic, as Ligurians. [Pliny, iii, 124.]
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The Gallic peoples of the north of Piedmont were evidently not to be compared to
the consolidated peoples of Lombardy and Emilia. We must imagine them as mixed
up with Ligurians, Gallic villages standing next to Ligurian villages and intermarriage going on between the two sides. The races of the mountain districts must
have been equally intermixed. Switzerland is the proof of it, and, still better, Upper
Piedmont, with its history, its dialect, and its French villages on the Italian slopes
of the Matterhorn separated from French-speaking Switzerland by a wide belt of
German Swiss.
So we can see how it was that people like the Bagicuni in the neighbourhood
of Cueno, whom all the historians agree in calling Ligurian, could be regarded as
descendants of the Caturiges, [Pliny, iii, 47, 135; Ptol., iii, 1, 31. Cf. d'Arbois, in CXL, xi, p. 154.] who
were Gauls. Associations of all kinds grew up, for which we can lay down no rules.
But on the whole the Ligurian was on top, or rather he was all round. Later on the
Gallic peoples of the mountains - Centrones, Medulli, Caturiges - were comprised
in the Ligurian kingdom of Cottius. [Müllenhoff, CCCLXII, ii, p. 249.] But, though
politically incorporated by the Ligurians, the Celtic colonies of Piedmont faithfully
preserved their language, as is shown by inscriptions, [Inscriptions from Briona and Ornavasso
(Rhys, VI, p 47).] of which some at least are not very ancient, and by certain features of
their civilization, long after the Romans had destroyed the Gallic organization of the
Milanese and Emilia. They even made their neighbours accept them. In short, it
does not seem that there was any conquest or attempt at conquest on the part of the
Ligurians. There was certainly association, whatever the causes may have been.
North of the Insubres, in the Como district, similar formations were
organized, whose sway extended up to the Ligurians of the Euganean country. In
this region, cemeteries and single tombs have been excavated at Introbbio, Civiglio,
Soldo, Legnano, Esino, and Pianezzo. [Montelius, DXXXIV, pls. 63-5; Castelfranco, in LIII, 1886, p.
184; A. Magni, in Rev. archeol. della prov. di Como, 1907, pp. 3 ff. (Liguro-Gallic cemetery at Pianezzo).] These
the archæologists generally describe as Gallo-Ligurian, perhaps because most of the
tombs contain cremations. Funerary stelæ have also been found here, at Rondineto,
Algate, Civiglio, and Cernusco Asinario, and graffiti containing Celtic names on the
bottoms of vases, for instance at Ornavasso and Giubiasco. But as a whole, those
so-called Lepontian inscriptions are probably not Celtic; they belong to a dialect
which has a touch of Italic in it, and may be Ligurian, or perhaps stands in the same
relation to Italic as Macedonian to Greek. [H. Pedersen, in CXVI, 1921, pp. 38-54; cf. Vendryes, in
CXL, 1923, 491; v. Duhn, in Ebert, CCCXXIII, s.v. "Kelten", vi, p. 287. On the other hand, Pokorny declares that
these inscriptions are Celtic (ibid., 136-8). Cf. Philipon, CCCLXIX, pp. 136-8.]
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South of the Po the Ligurians extended to Etruria. There is nothing after the
great invasion like the little colony which left the cippi of the Vara behind it. But
the boundary may have been vague. Among the Ananes there was a town named
Comillomagus, now Broni. [Nissen, DXXXVII, ii, 1, p. 271.] This is certainly a Gallic name.
But the westernmost of the cemeteries representing Gallic civilization which is yet
known was found at Saliceto di San Giuliano, about five miles from Modena. [LIII,
1876, p. 30; 1886, p. 159; 1888, p. 40.]

CIVILIZATION OF THE CISALPINE GAULS
In the valley of the Tiber, at Todi, south of Perugia, a funerary inscription has
been found, in Latin and Celtic, in honour of one Ategnatos, son of Druteos. [Dottin,
CXCVI, p. 153, No. 17 bis; cf. Rise, p. 38, n. 9.] It is the southernmost of the Celtic inscriptions
and it stood well inside Umbria, far north of the Latin territory. The Celtic domain
certainly did not reach so far as that. [Cf. d'Arbois, CCXCIX, p. 4.] It may be a relic of a
Celtic expedition like the tombs of Canossa, or it may merely record the fact that a
Gallic family came and settled here at an early date, before Rome encroached on
the conquests of the Gauls in her work of uniting Italy. But why is the inscription
in two languages, and why is one of them Latin? It gives us a glimpse of the kind
of society formed by the invaders together with the aborigines. Each side stood its
ground and kept its language, but they did not ignore one another, or keep
themselves to themselves. This is not the grim picture of the Gallic wars which Livy
gives us. Besides, even in that picture we can see some features of policy and social
life which correct it.
The same story is told by the tombs of the Senones [See above; Déchelette, pp. 1088,
1181.] found at Montefortino, Filottrano, Ripa Bianca, and elsewhere. They are
surprisingly wealthy. They are full of gold in two forms - purely Gallic ornaments
and Etruscan ornaments. The Gallic ornaments are rings and buffer-torques,
recalling those of the Rhine valley. The Etruscan ornaments are crowns of gold
foliage, collars with pendants shaped like eggs or amphoræ, of a well-known type,
and bracelets ending in snakes’ heads. It has been said that, if the Senones took
home the thousand pounds of gold which formed the ransom of the Capitol, the
wives and daughters of their chieftains must have been richly arrayed. But there are
not only articles of adornment to speak of their wealth. There are ivory boxes,
bronze vases with richly decorated handles and feet, and painted Attic pottery. The
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whole points to a taste no less refined than that of the contemporary peoples of
Campania and Etruria. Moreover, the Senones copied from the latter the practice of
laying in their tombs kitchen utensils, lamps, spits, and lamp-stands, which were
unknown to the great majority of Gauls. The men took with them to their graves
strigils, which prove that they had adopted the fashion of rubbing themselves with
oil. They kept their own swords and spears; but the helmets were Italic, and, it
seems, they were beginning, under the influence of their neighbours, to give up the
war-chariot with which they had descended upon Italy. In short, they had fallen, or
were falling, into line with the peoples all round them, they had adopted their
manners, because they had dealings with them, and in less than fifty years they had
ceased to appear, in their new colony, as wild and terrifying savages. The first
generation of Gauls born in Italy was doubtless quite as much Italian as Gallic.
The Gallic cemeteries round about Bologna likewise testify to such extensive
borrowing from the civilization of the conquered that one may ask whether the
Gauls were there as besiegers or as neighbours and allies. [See above. Cf. v. Duhn, in Ebert,
CCCXXIV, s.v. "Kelten".]

Besides, they had, in the course of the long succession of wars which we
usually have in our minds, long periods of peace. Polybios mentions a period of
thirty years between 329 and 299, and one of twelve between 347 and 335. [Polyb., ii,
19.] The archæologists of Ancona were led to seek for Gallic tombs by the
discovery of open settlements situated on the terraces of the Marche. [Déchelette, ii, 3,
p. 1091, n. 2.]

We find the same kind of relations with the Veneti of Este. The Gauls were
not far from the town; no doubt they came into it, but without hostile intent. They
took service as mercenaries, they came as visitors, perhaps they worshipped in the
temples; in any case, they were known in the place and attention was paid to them.
In the ruins of the temple of the goddess Rehtra, among the votive statuettes, there
is one representing a Gallic warrior with a belt and a La Tène sword slung on his
right. Another statuette represents a Gaul with a dagger or short sword stuck in his
belt on the right. These are votive offerings which may have been dedicated by
Gallic visitors. A fragment of a stamped plaque shows a horseman with a La Tène
shield. Lastly, in the same area brooches of La Tène Ic have been found. [Montelius,
DXXXIV, pls. 61, 4; 60, 5.]

There were individuals with Celtic names at Este. One of those names is
recognizable in its Venetian transcription Verconzarna. [Rhys, CCXXX, 38.] If we
suppose that the Etruscan z is equivalent to the Gallic d, [See Rise, p. 265.] we get
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Vercondarna, which falls into the class of Celtic names which includes
Vercondaridubnus, Tarcondarius, etc. It is composed of the preposition ver- and an
adjective [For the suffix n, see Dottin, CXCVI, iii; cf. Marstrander, in CLXXI, 1910, p. 378.] related to the
Welsh substantive cyndared “rage”, and the adjective cynddeiriawg “enraged”.
Vercondarna is a feminine name, for all its warlike meaning. It probably tells us of
mixed marriages between Venetian men and Gallic women, and there must also
have been marriages between Venetian women and Gallic men, and that just about
the date at which we have halted. [Gallic names survived in Venetia; e.g. (I, v, 8740), at Concordia, near
Portoginaro, north-east of Venice, ILATEUTA, with which compare Welsh Elltud. Rhys, CCXXX, p. 15.]

The cultural exchanges to which this intercourse led were chiefly to the
advantage of the Gauls, but not entirely so.
In the common vocabulary of the Italic and Celtic languages, there is not only
the residue of an old undivided stock; there are words borrowed by one side or the
other. Some of those borrowings are ancient, and seem to date from the time when
the Italic peoples, and the Latins in particular, found themselves face to face with
the Celts. What is more, it was the Latins who borrowed from the Gauls.
It is generally accepted to-day that the Latin word gladius “sword” is of
Celtic origin. [Vendryès, in CLXXXIII, p. 309. The kl of the Celtic word became gl in Latin. There are other
examples of this mutation, such as the word gloria, which comes from a form klouesia and is related to Greek.] The
Latin grammarians knew that it had once had the form cladius, and accordingly they
derived it from clades. [Varro.] It comes from a word which must in Gaulish have
been *kladios, which is represented by Welsh cleddyf, from which comes Irish
claideb. The ancient historians tell us that the Romans subsequently adopted the
sword of the Celtiberians, which had the advantage of being equally useful for
cutting and thrusting. But it is hard to make the adoption of the word gladius as late
as the time when the Roman armies were operating in Spain. Besides, the
hypothetical word *kladios does not seem very appropriate for a thrusting weapon.
It has the same root as a Greek word meaning “stick”, Old Slavonic kladivo, which
means “hammer”, and perhaps a Greek word meaning “blow”. The root kela or kla
seems to have meant striking so as to split, and not so as to pierce. The word well
fits the weapon into which the La Tène sword was tending to develop. Derived from
the dagger, it was becoming a weapon intended for delivering great cutting blows.
In spite of the poor opinion which Livy and Polybios had of the weapons of the
Gauls, [Polyb., ii, 33; Livy, xxii, 46; S. Reinach, in XV, 1906, p. 344.] it is probable that the Roman
troops, though better organized and better led than the Gallic, had not really good
arms and readily changed them. [The word lancea was admittedly borrowed, apparently from Spain
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(Diod., v, 30; Aul. Gell., xv, 31, following Varro). Cf. Déchelette, ii, 3, p. 1150. Middle Irish do-lecim, I throw, has
been compared to Irish laigen, Welsh llain. Walde, CCXLIII, s.v. The word fits the all-iron javelin found in tombs in
the Pyrenees and at Hallstatt. Cf. A. J. Reinach, in CXXXVIII, 1907, i, pp. 243, 426; ii, pp. 125, 225 - 6.]

The Gauls also had a better shield than the Italic troops, and one which
covered them better. It is probable that the Latins adopted it, and with it the word
scutum. [Walde, CCXLIII, s.v.] Attempts have been made to explain this word by
obscurus, or by cutis; it covers and hides, or it is made of skin. Welsh and Irish have
the words ysgwyd and sciath respectively, meaning both “shield” and “shoulder”.
The semantic derivation of the meaning is quite clear in Celtic, but is absent in
Latin. It is to be noted that scutum is specially used for a large tall shield. Livy
contrasts the Celtic scutum of the heavy infantry of the Celtiberians with the Iberian
caitra, the round target of their light infantry. [Livy, viii, 8.] This contrast is repeated.
The Celtic origin of the word scutum is therefore probable. The large shield of the
Roman infantry is not unlike the La Tène shield. What is more, the innovation is
ascribed to Camillus. [Plut., Cam., 40. Cf. Dion. Hal., xiv, 9; Polyb., vii, 7, 2. See Reinecke, CCCCVI, p.
10.]

Another borrowed word, of a different kind, is vates. [Walde, CCXLIII, s.v.; Strabo,
iv, 4, 4.] This word stands alone in Latin. Its close similarity to Irish faith, [Dottin, CXCVI,
p. 115.] which has exactly the same meaning, Cæsar’s use of it to designate the men
who in Gaul had exactly the position of the faith in Ireland, and Strabo’s
transcription with the same meaning, all show that the word was borrowed and that
it kept its special sense. When we read the story of the Gallic wars in Livy or Justin,
we find that the barbarians appeared to the Latins, who themselves were pious folk
and much given to divination, as superstitious in the extreme. If we suppose that the
Cisalpine Gauls had the two castes or colleges of the Druids and the vates, and that
these latter had the same function, social, political, and religious, as they have in the
Irish epics, having a finger in every pie, and being always ready to produce a poem
to meet the occasion - satire, war-song, or prophecy - or to interpret in inspired
verse all the circumstances which were perturbing their audiences, the presence of
the inspired bard in the ranks of their adversaries must certainly have appeared a
novelty to the Romans. If the name vates really comes from Celtic, it is because
there were such bards in Cisalpine Gaul. It is interesting evidence on the history of
Druidism, for the word must have been borrowed fairly soon to have passed into
common use. It can only have been learned in Italy or Spain, and Italy is the more
likely. The Celts have been and still are great versifiers, great lovers of songs and
poetry. They certainly were so at that time.
That the Romans benefited by the imagination of the Gallic poets is very
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possible. The story of the Gallic wars, out of which Livy, a historian of genius
gifted with the spirit of divination, has made a very remarkable historical work, is
something quite by itself, rather fabulous and very epic. Monsieur Jullian has
suggested that the tradition was probably made up of Celtic epics. [Jullian, CCCXLVII, i,
p. 294.] The well-known story of Valerius Corvus, [Livy, vii, 26 (the campaign of 345); Dio Cass.,
fr. 34. The interpretation suggested above was put forward in my lecture at the École des Hautes-Études.] who
was rescued in single combat with a Gallic chief by a crow which pecked the Celt’s
face and hid the Roman from him with its wings, is an example. The episode is
unlike anything else in Roman history and literature. But it is like a famous episode
in the great Irish epic of Ulster, the Táin Bó Chuailgné, [A similar episode is represented on
one of the decorated faces of an Etruscan alabaster vase in the Florence Museum, among scenes of the Trojan War,
although it is foreign to that tradition. Milani, DXXXIII, ii.] in which the goddess Morrigu attacks

Cuchulainn, who has scorned her love, in the form of a crow. The crow is not a mere
flight of fancy; it is the creature which stands for battle and the gods and
goddesses of war. The story of Valerius Corvus came down from the family
tradition of the Gens Valeria to Fabius Pictor, from whom Livy got it; but how did
it come in? Some Valerius must have had dealings with the Gauls, or at any rate a
kind of international tradition of those heroic wars must have tended to accumulate.
These separate facts suggest a picture of the little world in which the Gauls
of Italy played their part, and give an idea of what they had brought to it and what
they had got from it. But the chief novelty which then appeared in the Celtic communities of Italy was of another kind. The small Italian cities of Etruria, Umbria,
Samnium, Latium, and Campania were highly developed societies. They had their
internal politics, which were party politics, with constitutional problems, of the
queerest kind but quite definitely envisaged. The problems were the same as in the
Greek cities, but they had been raised and studied, particularly in the Greek colonies
of the south of Italy, by Pythagoras and his school. The Italian cities also had a
foreign policy with a programme, far-sighted plans, systems of alliance, and even
conflicting systems. In all this the Gauls suddenly found themselves involved.
When we pass from the story of Ambicatus to the chapter in which Polybios (ii, 19)
sums up the events which occurred from 299 onwards, we are in another world. We
pass from the world of the tribe to that of the state. In 390 the Gauls attack
Etruscans and Latins without distinction. They rush blindly forward and cause their
enemies to unite to meet the common danger. A hundred years later most of them
have selected their opponent. It is Rome. They enter into alliance with her enemies.
They are probably led more then they lead; but they use diplomatic methods, they
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have a policy.
In coming into relations with the Italian cities, the Gauls entered the history
of the world, and they never fell out of it. We shall see them again once or twice
acting in their old character of barbarous hordes rushing to the conquest of fertile
lands. But they had learnt to play their game in the manner of the Mediterranean
cities, and little by little they all took to it.
The settlement of a large colony of Gauls in Italy had more effect on the
Celtic world as a whole than to attract new bands of invaders at intervals. In
material civilization there is every evidence that between the beginning of the La
Tène period and its last phase new crafts were acquired, such as glass-working, the
stock of tools was increased, and habits of life, methods of construction, domestic
arrangements, and ideas of comfort were transformed. In all this, imitation of the
Italic peoples and the Greeks was certainly the chief factor. The civilization of La
Tène was affected by the economic progress of the world in general. But in the
present state of our archæological knowledge we cannot follow the order of these
facts in detail.

VI
THE EARLIEST GALLIC SETTLEMENTS IN THE EASTERN ALPS AND ON THE
MIDDLE DANUBE
The Celts expanded in the same period in other directions as well as into
Italy. If the Gauls did not enter that country by the Danube valley, it does not
follow that they made no advance on that side. They had come there as early as the
beginning of the fifth century. When the Romans found it necessary to pay
attention to what was going on beyond the Alps, they found Celts in Noricum
(Austria) and Pannonia (Western Hungary). [See Rise, pp. 272 ff.] The Carni, who were
in the Alps between the Drave, Istria, the Adriatic, and the Tagliamento, were Celts.
[I, i, p. 460; Holder, CCVII, s.v.] Behind them, a whole new Celtic world reached as far as
the Black Sea. But when did those settlements begin?
The tradition used by Livy tells of an expedition, the counterpart of that of
Bellovesus, led by his cousin Sigovesus into the Hercynian Forest, which had long
been occupied by the Celts but was certainly not the limit of their advance. Justin’s
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summary is more detailed. [Justin, xxiv, 4.] According to him, one part of the Gallic ver
sacrum made for Illyria ducibus avibus, guided by birds, “for the Gauls are preeminent in the augur’s art.” The adventurers settled in Pannonia, “had various wars
with their neighbours which lasted long, and at last reached Greece and Macedonia,
overthrowing everything before them.” It is an excellent summary of the facts,
except that it mentions no interval between the Illyrian wars of the Gauls and their
descent on Delphi.
But for a long time yet the Raeti on the one hand and the Veneti on the other
remained in the Central Alps and the north-eastern corner of Italy, forming a broad,
continuous belt between the Cisalpine Celts and those of the valley of the Danube;
on the Italian side the enclave of the Trentino bit into it but did not pierce it. In 350
there is no question yet of the Carni between the Veneti and Istria. The Veneti march
with the Istri, and these latter extend to the Danube. [Ps.-Scylax, p. 20.]
But about the same time, the Gauls had already come into collision with the
Illyrian people of the Ardiaei or Vardaei, which touched the Dalmatian coast
opposite the islands of Pharos and Corcyra Nigra (Lesina and Curzola) somewhere
near the mouth of the Naron (Narenta). This incident was related by Theopompos,
who died in 306. [Theompomp., fr. 41; Athen., x, 60; d'Arbois, CCCI, i, p. 305; id., CCXCIX, p. 118; Schulten,
DXIX, p. 93.]

More serious and more fruitful in results was their encounter with the
Antariatae. [Or Autariatæ. Antariatae seems to be more correct. The particle an is a formative of racial names in
Albanian, and there seems to be little doubt that the Albanians are the direct descendants of the ancient Illyrians. The
Antariatae are the men of the Tara, a tributary of the Drina, which separates Montenegro from the former Sanjak of
Novi-Bazar. Their capital was Tariona (Pliny, iii, 26). Cf. Fischer, in CLXIX, 1911, p. 3; Baron Nopsca, ibid., p. 913;
d'Arbois, CCXCIX, p. 118; Strabo, viii, 5, 11.] These seem to have been at that time the

predominant people among the Illyrians. At the time of the Periplus of Scylax, the
Antariatae reached down to the Dalmatian coast at the mouth of the Narenta. [Ps.Scylax, 25.] They were at constant war with the Vardaei for the possession of the saltdeposits of the upper valley of that river. Inland, they extended to Bulgaria, for they
had evicted the Triballi from the valley of the Morava. How far north they went at
this date it is hard to say. Their eponymous hero, Antaricos, son of Illyrios, was the
father of Pannonios. [D'Arbois, CCCI, i, p. 303; Dottin, p. 152.] In any case, they were a very
large people and seem to have been then at the height of their military power. They
had used it against the Macedonians. In 393 the Illyrians, that is to say the
Antariatae, had driven Amyntas II, the father of Philip, from the throne and had then
made him pay them tribute. In 359, Bardulis, King of the Illyrians, utterly defeated
the army of Perdiccas III, Philip’s brother, who lost his life in the battle. Philip,
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becoming king, made a vigorous effort, drove the Illyrian garrisons out of the towns
of Macedonia, and defeated the Antariatae.
It is probable that the Celts came into his political schemes, [D'Arbois, CCCI, ii, p.
314.] but not without payment; this would explain the abundance of coins of Philip
found among the Celts of the Danube. The defeated Illyrians became disturbed
again in 335, after the accession of Alexander the Great. We may suppose that the
Celts, whose ambassadors appeared at his court when he was on his Danubian
campaign, kept the Antariatae occupied while he tackled the Thracians. The
historian of these events, Arrian, who used the “memoirs” of an eye-witness,
Ptolemy, son of Lagos, tells us that these Celts lived on the Ionic Gulf. [See Rise, p. 5.]
Were they the Celts of Italy? These have left no Macedonian coins. Did they come
on to the Adriatic north of the Veneti? Arrian’s language is vague, and doubtless
only testifies to the great place that the Celts of Italy had in the world of that day.
Celtic envoys crossed Asia in 324 to pay their court to Alexander in Babylon. [Diod.,
xvii, 113, 2; Arr., Anab., vii, 15, 4.] When the Antariatae caused the Macedonians anxiety, the
Celts kept the former quiet, to their own advantage.
Now, all of a sudden, in 310, the Antariatae were seized with panic and began
to flee in masses. [App. Illyr., 4. Tomascek, in Pauly and Wissowa, s.v. “Autariatai”.] The event
appeared so extraordinary that historians had recourse to absurd prodigies to
explain it. What had happened was an invasion of large numbers of Celts, led by a
chief named Molistomos. The flying Antariatae ran into the Macedonians.
Cassander planted some 20,000 on his frontier as military settlers. [Diod., xx, 19.]
Others established themselves among the Veneti and among the other peoples of the
Dalmatian coast.
This fact suggests that the Celtic attack on the Antariatae at a certain moment
assumed the character of a sudden cataclysm, and that the original positions of the
two peoples had not been perceptibly altered before then. The Italian settlement of
the Celts had for a long time lain very much in front of the Celtic frontiers, being
flanked right and left by Ligurians and Illyrians. North of the Illyrians, other Celts
had advanced by the Danube, filtering in among the Illyrian inhabitants. But they
do not appear in large and irresistible numbers until the end of the fourth century.
That, if one is to trust the historians, is the position in the south-eastern part of the
Celtic world during the fourth century.
Examination of the archæological finds does not contradict this view.
It is impossible that the Celts should have arrived in the middle valley of the
Danube in the Hallstatt period. [Cf. Hoernes, in CXXX, 1888, p. 333.] The Negau helmets are
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isolated, or rather, apart from the inscription, they only appear in association with
objects which are not Celtic. [See Rise, pp. 272 ff. Cf. Reinecke, CCCCVI, pp. 5 - 6.] Celtic
civilization, and the Celts with it, gained ground in the first period of La Tène, but
more probably at the end of that phase than at the beginning. [Reinecke, op. cit., p. 9. The
La Tène civilization extended into Transylvania, perhaps from the La Tène period itself (ibid., n. 27).]

La Tène finds in Upper and Lower Austria are unfortunately scanty, and do
not furnish the answer to our question. [Déchelette, ii, 8, p. 1081; Lindenschmit, CCCXCIX, v, p.
284, n. l.] On the other hand, the cemetery of Hallstatt itself has yielded an object
which, though only one, is of very great importance. It is a La Tène sword with a
scabbard of engraved bronze. [Ibid., iv, pl. 32; Déchelette, ii, 2, p. 770.] The chape is of the type
of La Tène I in appearance but without open-work, and the manner in which the
decorated surface is divided into compartments recalls the transverse bars with
which the scabbards of La Tène II are strengthened. On the central part of the
scabbard [See Rise, fig. 19.] three foot-soldiers are engraved, carrying a spear on the
shoulder, wearing no helmet, and holding a large oval shield with a central ridge of
the Gallic type. Behind the foot-soldiers are four horsemen, advancing with spear
couched, wearing a cap to protect the head and, apparently, body-armour. The
second seems to have struck with his spear a foot-soldier, who is lying on his back.
On each side of these figures is the same scene, of two persons clad in a longskirted coat and tight striped hose, holding a wheel in their hands. On the chape is
a partially serpentine creature struggling with a fallen man. This object is unique,
and the art which it represents is very different from the art of La Tène. The
costumes are without parallel. On the other hand, the procession of warriors recalls
those on the Italic and Venetian buckets. The wheel, doubtless solar, with its two
supporters, recalls a motive familiar to the art of Villanova. In fact, this sword from
Hallstatt stands not so much for a replacement of Illyrian civilization by Celtic
civilization as for the mixed culture which may have been the result of the contact
of the two peoples.
There are a certain number of cemeteries in Carinthia and the valley of the
Isonzo containing Celtic objects, [Déchelette, ii, 3, p. 1098.] at Watsch, at Sankt-Michael
near Adelsberg, at Nassenfus, at Vital near Prozoz in Croatia, at Idria near Baca in
the province of Gorizia. The Celtic objects are isolated, as at Watsch, or late,
belonging to La Tène II, as at Sankt-Michael. They are found mixed with Certosa
brooches and even with Villanovan brooches which have survived so long.
The cemetery of Idria might have been the successor to the neighbouring
cemetery of Santa Lucia. [Szombathy, in CIV, i, p. 318; G. Cumin, 1915, p. 219.] The latter
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suddenly ceases to be used when the former becomes important. The native town to
which the cemetery of Santa Lucia belonged was doubtless destroyed. The
population fled. Strangers came and took up their abode elsewhere. But were these
Celts? Inscriptions have been found in the cemetery of Idria, and they are not Celtic.
We cannot argue from these facts that the Celts began to advance in Friuli at the
time when they were making that concentration in the north of Bosnia which caused
the Antariatae to leave their homes.
There was the same activity at that time all round the skirts of the Celtic
world. The Celtic colonization of Britain was approaching completion. Fresh tribes
of Gauls were making their way to the Garonne, where the Iberians held them. Later
we shall examine, as a whole, for a longer period, what was going on on the
Germanic side.

