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claimed as belonginj^ to him by virtue of
his office.' He resided for the most part

at Morthike, where he died on 5 Dec. 1/54,
having shortened his days by excessive in-

dulgence in wine. Anstis's abilities com-
manded respect, but his ' violent vindictive-

ness ' made him many enemies, especially

among his colleagues at the Heralds' Col-

lege. He died a bachelor, and his bi-other

George, vicar of Coliton, Devonshire, became
his heir.

[Noble's History of the College of Arms, pp.
379-80 ; Nichols's Anecdotes, v. 272, &c.]

A. H. B.

ANSTRUTHER, Sir ALEXAKDER
(1769-1819), Anglo-Indian judge, was the

second son of Sir Robert Anstruther, bart.,

of Balcaskie, Fifeshire. He was bom 10 Sept.

1769; called to the bar at Lincoln's Inn, and
])ublished ' Reports of Cases argued and de-

termined in the Court of Exchequer, from
Easter Term 32 George III to Trinity Term
37 George III, both inclusive,' which were
published in three volumes in 1796 and 1797,
and were reprinted for a second edition in

1817. The work is a careful and accurate

compilation, and was for many years a useful

legal authority. Anstruther went out to

India in 1798, and was appointed advocate-
general at Madras in 1803; in March 1812 he
succeeded Sir James ^Mackintosh as recorder

of Bombay, and Avas knighted ; he died at

Mauritius on 16 July 1819. "While on his

voyage out to India he wrote a small work
on ' Light, Heat, and Electricity.'

[Calcutta Monthly Journal, August 1819;
Asiatic Journal. May 1820; David Jardine in

Soc. D. U. K. Diet.] J. S. C.

ANSTRUTHER, Sik JOHN (1753-
1811), politician and Anglo-Indian judge,
was the second son of Sir John Anstruther,
bart., of Elie House, Fifeshire. He was
bom 27 March 1753; educated at Glasgow
University under Professor Millar ; called

to the bar at Lincoln's Inn in 1 779
;
prac-

tised chiefly before the House of Lords in

Scotch appeals : and was M.P. for Cocker-
mouth, 1790-96. He was an active supporter
of Fox, and one of the managers appointed
to conduct the impeachment of Warren
Hastings, his duty being to sum up the
evidence on the charge relating to Benares,
and to open the charge relating to presents.

In 1797 he was appointed chief justice of
Bengal, and created a baronet; in 1806 he
returned to England : was immediately sworn
on the privy council, and re-entered par-
liament as member for the Kilrenny district

of burghs. In 1808 he succeeded to hia
father's baronetcy; and died in London
26 Jan. 1811.

[Gent, Mag. Ixxxi. 683, Ixxxii. 494.]

J. S. C.

ANSTRUTHER, ROBERT (1768-1809),
general, Avas the eldest son of Sir Robert
Anstruther, Bart., M.P., and Lady Janet
Erskine, daughter of the Earl of Kellie, and
was born in 1768. He was educated at

Westminster, but early showed a taste for a
military life, and in 1788 his father purchased
for him an ensigncy, and in 1792 the rank of
lieutenant and captain in the 3rd or Scots
guards. He led the usual life of a young
officer in the guards, but at the same time
paid great attention to his military duties.

He served with his regiment in the cam-
paigns of 1793 and 1794 in Flanders, and
in 1796 was for a short time attached to the
Austrian head-quarters, but, seeing no further
chance of active service in the guards, he
purchased, in March 1797, a majority, and
in August of the same year a lieutenant-
colonelcy in the 68th regiment, with which
he served in the West Indies, where he
attracted the attention of Sir Ralph Aber-
cromby. In August 1799, hearing that the
guards were going on active service, he ex-
changed into his old regiment as captain and
lieutenant-colonel, and served with it in the
expedition to the Helder. In the same year
he married ]Miss Hamilton, the daughter of
Colonel Hamilton, of the guards, a nephew
of the Duke of Hamilton. Tlie next year,
though only a lieutenant-colonel, he was
selected by Sir Ralph Abercromby to be
quartermaster-general of his army in the Me-
diterranean, at the same time that another
young Scotchman, John Hope, who was also

to gain fame in Moore's retreat, was nomi-
nated adjutant-general. Sir Ralph placed
the greatest confidence in Anstrutlier, and it

was mainly on his report, after a visit to the
Turkish headquarters, that the Turks would
not be ready for a long time, if they could
be of any use at all, that Sir Ralph left

Marmorice Bay and determined to act alone.
Through the whole Egj-ptian campaioii he
served with the greatest credit, and was
made one of the first knights of the Crescent
when the sultan established that order. On
his return he was promoted colonel, Avas

made first deputy quartermaster-general in

England, and then adjutant-general in Ire-

land, and spent some yeai's of domestic hap-
piness at home. But he failed in his at-

tempt to obtain actiAe employment, imtil, on
the return of the tories to power in 1807, he^

was appointed brigadier-general, and ordered
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to take comm.and of a brigade consisting of

the 20th and 52nd regiments, and four com-
panies of the 95th or rifle regiment, which
was about to sail to the assistance of Sir

Arthur Wellesley in Portugal.

He embarked at Ramsgate in August 1808,

and, on reaching the mouth of the Douro in

company with Brigadier-general Acland,

found orders from General Wellesley to pro-

ceed at once down the coast to Maceira Bay.

Wellesley himself had, after his success at

Hori^a, marched along the coast, for he wished
to receive reinforcements before he either

attacked Lisbon or engaged Junot's whole
army. At Paymayo and Maceira accordingly

Anstruther and Acland met Wellesley and
disembarked their brigades, though with
much difficulty and loss from the heavy
surf. When disembarked, Wellesley formed
his whole army in a strong position at Vi-

meiro, and awaited the attack which Junot

was meditating. At the battle of Vimeiro,

the churchyard which formed the key of the

English situation was occuped by the bri-

gades of Fane and Anstruther, and on them
fell the brunt of Junot's attack. The French
were, however, repulsed with heavy loss, and
Anstruther proved his ability as a brigadier.

On the arrival of Moore, Burrard, and Dal-

rymple, the army was re-divided, and An-
struther had the other companies of the 95th
given to him, and was put under the orders

of Edward Paget, who was to command the

reserve. On the advance into Spain, Paget
led his brigades by way of Elvas and Alcan-
tara, to join Moore at Salamanca.

It was in the retreat from Salamanca, or

rather from Toro, that Anstruther's most im-

portant military duties were performed. The
reserve was ordered to form the rear division,

and Anstruther's brigade actually closed the

retreat. The conduct of the troops was now
severely tried, but the reserve stood the test

well. While the leading divisions were per-

petually in disorder, the reserve, of which
both officers and men had been trained by
Sir John Moore himself at Shorncliffii, main-
tained perfect discipline, and in Anstruther's

brigade served two of the regiments, the

52nd and 95th, Avhich were to form the

nucleus of the famous light division under
Wellington. As far as Lugo, the French
were never a day's march behind, every day
saw sharp skirmishes, and there were at least

two smart engagements at Oacabelos on
3 June and Constantino on 5 June, in which
the reserve and cavalry were alone con-

cerned. General Anstruther proved himself a
model officer, and Moore declared that to

the conduct of the reserve, and of Paget and
Anstruther in particular, the safe arrival of

the army at Corunna was due. But the ex-
ertions of this trying time were too much for

General Anstruther, and on 14 June, the day
but one after he had led his brigade into
Corunna, and the day but one before the
battle, he died from fatigue and exhaustion.
He was buried at Corunna, and when Moore
was himself dying, he expressed a wish to

be buried beside his gallant friend and com-
panion, so that the column erected by Mar-
shal Soult over Moore's remains marks also

the grave of Robert Anstruther. He pre-
sents a singular instance of military devo-
tion ; with wealth, domestic happiness, and
a certain seat in parliament, he preferred to
risk his life and lose it in the service of his

country.

[There is a short sketch of Anstruther's career

in the Royal Military Panorama, vol. iv. For
his more important services in the Peninsula see

Napier, book ii. chap. 5, and book iv.]

H. M. S.

^ANSTRUTHER, Sir WH^LIAM {d.

1711), judge, of a very ancient Scottish
family, was the son of Sir Philip Anstruther
of Anstruther, a royalist who was taken
prisoner at the battle of Worcester, had his

estates sequestered by Cromwell and restored

to him by Charles it, and died in 1702. Sir

William represented the county of Fife in

parliament m 1681, and strongly opposed the
measures of James, Duke of York, then lord

high commissioner in Scotland. He was
again returned for that county in 1689, and
continued to represent it until the union
(1707). In the revolution of 1688, Sir Wil-
liam took the side of the Prince of Orange,
and was rewarded by being appointed one of
the ordinary lords of session (22 Oct. 1689),
and later a member of the privy council. In
1694 he was created baronet of Nova Scotia.

In 1704 he was nominated one of the lords of

justiciary in the room of Lord Aberuchil. By
a charter under the great seal dated 20 April

1704, and ratified by parliament 14 Sept.

1705, the baronies of Anstruther and Ardross
and the office of bailliary of the lordship of
Pittenweem, with certain minor estates,

rights, and privileges, and the office of carver
and master of the household to her majesty
and her heirs, were granted to Sir William
Anstruther and his heirs for ever. Sir Wil-
liam Anstruther was strongly in favour of
the union, and his name appears frequently
in the division lists during the period when
the question was agitating the Scotch parlia-

ment. He was the author of a volume of
essays, interspersed with verse, published in

1701 under the title of ' Essays, Moral and
Divine,' of which his friends thought so
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})oorly that in his own intei-est they begged
lim not to publish it ; and it is said that
after the death of the judge, which happened
in 1711, his son bought up all purchasable
copies and suppressed the work. The con-
tents of the volume were as follows :

(1) Against Atheism
; (2) Of Providence

;

(3) Of Ijearning and Religion
; (4) Of

Trifling Studies, Stage Plays, and Romances;
(5) Of the Incarnation of Jesus Christ and
the Redemption of Mankind. Sir William
was married to Helen Hamilton, daughter of

John, fourth Earl of Haddington.

[Douglas's Baronage of Scotland, 316; Brunton
and Haig's Senators of the College of Justice

;

Acts of the Parliaments of Scotland, VIII, IX,
X, XI, 232, 255-6, 321-422; Melville Papers
(1689-91). 307; Hume of Crossrigg's Diary
(1700-1707), 33, 40; Beatson's Political Index,
iii. 76, 112; Haydn's Book of Dignities, 413;
Anderson's Scottish Nation.] J. M. E.

ANTHONY, FRANCIS (1550-1623), a
noted empiric and chemical physician, was
born in London 16 April 1550, the son of a
goldsmith, who had a place in thejewel office

under Queen Elizabeth. He studied at Cam-
bridge and became M.A. 1574. He is said

to have been afterwards M.D. in one of our
universities, but in which does not appear.
His knowledge of chemistry was presumably
derived from his father. He commenced
medical practice in London without a license
from the College of Physicians ; and after six

months was called before the president and
censors of the college (a.d. 1600), when,
being examined in medicine and found igno-
rant, he was interdicted practice. For dis-

regarding this injunction, he was fined five

pounds and committed to prison, whence he
was released by a warrant of the lord chief
justice. The college, however, got him re-

committed, and Anthony submitted. Being
again prosecuted for the same offence and re-

fusing to pay a heavy fine, he was kept in

prison for eight months, till released at the
petition of his wife, and on the gi-ound of
poverty, in 1602. He continued to practise
in defiance of the college, and further proceed-
ings were threatened, but not carried out, pro-
bably because Anthony had powerful friends
at court. His practice consisted chiefly, if

not entirely, in the prescription and sale of
a secret remedy called aurum potabile, from
which he derived a considerable fortune. He
died 26 May 1623, leaving two sons : John,
who became a physician in London [see An-
thony, John] ; and Charles, who practised
at Bedford. According to the writer in the
' Biographia Britannica ' (1747, i. 169), who
professes to have derived his information

j

from family manuscripts, Anthony was a
man of high character and very liberal to
the poor.

The career ofAnthony and his con fl ict with
' the College of Physicians illustrate the con-
,

ditions of the medical profession in the seven-
I

teenth century. He was obnoxious to the

j

college, not only because he practised with-

I

out a license, or because he lauded chemical
;

renaedies and despised the traditional ' Ga-
lenical'—i.e. animal and vegetable drugs

—

' but because he kept the composition of his
remedy a secret, and put it forward as a pa-
nacea for all diseases. Anthony was a man

' of some learning, and defended his panacea
i in several pamphlets, in which he quotes many
authors, chiefly chemists, as Raymond Lully
and Arnold de Villa Nova, in support of his
contention. He refers to Paracelsus with an
apology, but disclaims any special debt to him

;

and among other authorities to Conrad Gesner,
who had Avi-itten of aunim potabile {The
Treasure ofUuonyjnu-s, Liondon, 1565, p. 177).
Of these tracts, the two earlier {Fr. Antonii
Londinensis Panacea Aurea, Hamburg, 1598;
and Medicines Chymiece et veri potabilis Auri
assertio, Cambridge, 1610) are probably very
rare, and the present writer has not been able
to find them ; but the latter is known from
the answer to it published by Matthew
Gwinne {Awuni non Aurum • In Assertore7n
Chymiece, sed vercs Medicince desertorem, Fr.
Anthonium, Londini, 1611). His later book
{Apologia Veritatis illucescentis pro Auro Po-
tabili, London, 1616 ; also in English the Apo-
loyie or Defence, 8j-c. ofAurum Potabile, same
date) is well known. In these Anthony la-

bours to show that metals are excellent medi-
cines, gold most of all ; that by his method it

was dissolved in a potable form and furnished
a universal medicine. His adversaries denied
the superiority of metallic to other medicines
and the special efficacy of gold, declared
that Anthony's method did not dissolve gold,

and there was no such thing as a universal
medicine. Anthony offered to demonstrate
his process to cei'tain select witnesses ; and
it appears that a trial actually took place at

the (College of Physicians in 1609, in the pre-
sence of ' Baron ' Thomas Knivet, the master
of the mint, and other skilled persons, when
an ounce of gold was given to Anthony,
which, by his method, he failed to dissolve

(Gwinne, Aurum non Aurum, p. 169). The
process is indeed given in the 'Biographia
Britannica,' ostensibly on the authority of a
manuscript of Anthony's own ; and it is

evident that as there described the ultimate
product could not contain any gold. The
efficacy of the remedy, if any, as a cordial,

was possibly due to certain ethers which


