
























































































































































292 W. S. McKechnie

land side’ for Chisholm, who had taken fright and placed the
money with the friendly Abbot of Icolmkell. Verac was seized
and carried to Leith ‘without either respect or reverence,’
though he bore an ambassador’s credentials. All his papers
were taken from him, including a note of the amount of gold
conveyed. Chisholm, threatened with torture, revealed its hiding
place. In addition to this windfall, Lennox discovered in the
ship 200 arquebusses, 200 corselets, 200 morions, §oo ¢great
bullats,” and ¢sum salt peper to mak gun poulder of.” This
rich booty, ¢the graith gotten in the ship,’ was sent for safety
to Stirling, but was captured on the way thither by Spens of
Wormiston, who sank what he could not carry away for the use
of the Queen’s cause.!

Such was the fate of the bullion and munitions of war found
in Chisholm’s vessel. The companion barque described by
Bannatyne as ¢ John Cockburn’s ship,’ did not so easily fall a
prey to the Regent's men. Mary, in a postscript to Fenelon
of 2nd July, 1571, tells how ¢since writing this letter’ she had
learned that one of the two ships had entered Leith harbour and
been taken, but the other, perceiving the enemy, retired to the
other side of the water. ¢I fear,” she adds, ‘that the rest is
also lost.’*

Queen Mary’s despatches enlighten us no further; but the
amiable Bishop of Ross, still in durance in the Tower, recorded
in his Diary, not only each of the recurring fits of his ague,?
fourteen in all, but also how on 13th July he had heard of the
expedition ending in complete disaster,* an exaggerated rumour,
as the event proved ; for Leslie notes on 3rd August how a
certain captain—Case by name—had brought tidings from
Berwick that part of the money had found its way into Edin-
burgh Castle® Is it possible that this bullion, successfully
smuggled through the besieging lines, was identical with the
coins that had left Flushing six months earlier under escort of
Thomas Maitland, and that these were now safely delivered to
the beleaguered Grange and Lethington by the young laird
of Clerkington, Thomas’s brother-in-law and companion? No

1 Hist. James Sext, p. 83. 2 Labanoff, iii. 301-2.

3 Bannatyne Miscellany, iii. 124, eg. 26th May, 1571. Fit 14 of my ague
¢and thereupon I wan a nycht cap fra Doctour Caldwell, who said I sould have
no mair after the 12th.” It is satisfactory to gather that this 14th was the last.

4 J4id. iii. 130. 8 Jbid. iii. 135.
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a mere family record, it is a valuable contribution to the social
side of Scottish history. It only remains to congratulate the
writer on the completion of a task which has been executed with
discrimination and tact. There are several excellent genealogical
tables which help to guide the reader through the mazes of the
pedigree.

J. BaLrour Paul.































































