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NUMBER L
PARISH or INVERESK,

{(Covwzy or Mip-Lot#ia®, S¥NoD eF LoTHIAN AND
TWEEDDALE, PrEssrreay or Dairerrd.) .

By the Rev. Dr ALEXANDER Garsyis, Minifler, *

»

Names, Situation, River, Hill, %c.

HE Gaelic derivation of Inver, in fome of the Sta-
tiftical Accounts, midkes it fignify the fame as
Inser, a field fit for tillage. In the low country of
Scotland, it feems rather to fignify, Tke Mouth of a
River, ot The Confluence of two Rivers ; and if Inverelk
is not of Celtic original, there is no other name of any
place in the parifh, that has the leaft affinity to that lan-
grage. Agreeably to this derivation, the name of Iv.
vezgsx marks its fituation on the lower part of the
fiver E/&, which falls in two fireams from the moun-
Vor. XV1I. A _ tains
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tains of Morfit on the S. and Pentland on the N. that
bound the great vale of Mid-Lothian,, meet jn Dal.
keith Park near the confines of this parith, and flow to-
gether through a beautiful vale to the fea; within half a
mile of which, the river is interrupted in its courfe, by the
hill where the church and village of Inverefk ftand. Round
this hill the ftream circulates to the W., when turning the
Point, and running between Muflelburgh and Fifherrow,
in the dire@ion of N, E,, it falls into the fea a quarter of a
mile below thefe towns. Muffelburgh has derived its
name from an extenfive muicle baak, which lies in the fea
below the town, and was probably the caufe of its early
population; as, even at this day,. it affords a great relief to
the poorer inhabitants in times of {carcity, and at all times
fupplies the tables of the rich with a delicate variety. This
parith lies in a femicircular form, on the bottom of the
deepeft bay on the S. fide of the frith of Forth, the firing
of the bow extending two miles and a half, from Mag-
dalene Bridge on the W. to Raventhaw Burn on the E.,
which divides the county of Edinburgh, or Mid-Lothian,

from that of Eaft Lothian. The bow. itfelf, taking the_
siiddle of the ftring as a centre, reaches nearly to the fame
diftance, of 21 miles from the fea.

Profpelds, tFc.—The fituatign of this parifh is one of the
moft beautiful in Scotland. The low part of it is only a
few feet above the Jevel of the fea; between which, and
the towns of Muﬁ'elburgh and Fitherrow, lie very fpacxous
and pleafant links, thofe beauuful downs on the fea-fhore,
almoﬁ pecullar to Scotland whxch furnith a field for that
favountc exercife of the inhabitants, the golf, and dry
‘walks at all feafons of the year. Behind this flat or plain,

phyough which the river runs into the fea, and which js about

half
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balf 2 mile in breadth, there is a fine rifing ground, which
begins at the eaflern extremity of the parith, and extends

in 2 fwelling curve to the hill of Inveretk, where ftand .

the village of that name, and the church of St Michael’s.
The 8. fide of this hill takes alfo the form of a crefcent, {o
that all the houfes on that fide have a full view of the
woods of Dalkeith Park, and the extenfive country to the
fouth, as well as of the haugh and river, and their own

floping gardens.

Climate, $9¢.—This fituation makes the village not only
agreeable, but healthy, and obtained for it of old the name
of the Mostpellier of Scotland. The foil of the plain, efpe-
cially about Muffelburgh, being remarkably dry, and a
conftant brilliancy and frefhnefs flowing from the river and
the adjacent fea, there is a foftnefs and amenity in the air
through the whole feafon, that is feldom to be met with in
any other fituation in this northern climate. Beyond the
village of Inverefk, to the S. E., lie extenfive and well cul-
tivated fields, bounded at the diftance of two miles, by the
hills of Falfide and Carberry, which terminate a long fer<
tile ridge, that beginsTto rife § or 6 miles to the eaftward;
and the latter of which is the higheft ground in this parifh,
being 540 feet above the level of the fea. To the S. and
W. of the river, lic fertile fields equally well cultivated,
terminated by the extenfive park and domain of Dalkeith;
a tonfiderable part of which, (viz. what was formétly Smea-
tos and Caflle.feads), lies in this parifh.

Antiguities~—~The Romans did not fail to obferve the
fortunate fitnation of the hill of Inverefk, which, though
not more than 5o feet above the level of the fea, commands
an extenfive view, not only of the adjacent country, but of
the fpacious bafon of the Frith, which is there about 18

miles
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miles broad, and of the coaft of Fife, from Buratifland te
the mouth of the Frith. Hiftory affures us, that they had
a ftation here, and repeated difcoveries * point out the fpot

where

#* At different times Roman coins, and once an altar, with this inferip-
tion, Apollini Granio, have been found in levelling the adjacent grounds.
Baut if there had remained any doubt, concerning the fituation of this Ro-
man fort, it was fully cleared up a few years ago, when the proprietor of
the villa had occafion to take two or three feet off the {uxface of his par-.
terre, when there were difcovered the floors and foundations of various .

" buildings. The owner being abfent, attending bis duty in Parliament,
the workmen were prevailed upon, by the author of this acconnt, to clear
the earth carefully away from one of them, and to leave the ruins tanding
for fome time, for the infpection of the curieus. It was fownd to ‘be &
Roman bath of two rooms. The fupertructure had been thrown down:
and removed, but the fipor remained entire, and, aboyt. 6 inches high of
the wall of the fmalleft room, which was g fect long, and 4% wide. There
was a communication through the partition wall for water, by an earthen
pipe. The other room was 1 feet by 9. ‘The floors of thefey and of the
other rooms, were covered with tarras uniformly laid on, abont.two
inches thick. Below this coat there was a coarfer fort of lime and
grevel five inches deep, laid upon unfhapely and unjointed flags, This
floor ftood on pillars two feet high, fome of ftone, and fome of circular
bricks. The earth had been removed to come to a folid foundation, on
which to erect the piliars. Under the.tarras of the fmalleft room there
was a coarfer tarras, fully 10 inches thick, which feemed intended to
fuftain or bear a more confiderable fire under it, than the Hypocaufum of
e largeft room. There appeared to have been large fires under it, as
the pillars were injured by them, and there was fouad a qumuty of char-
cdul in perfect prefervation.

* The Hypocaufiurm of the larger room, or fpace under the hms'd floor,
was filled with earth, and with flews made of clay, which were laid every
where betwcen the rows of pillars, and were a little difcoloured
with fmoke; a fmaller degree of heat having been conveyed through
them, than through thofe under the other room. But thefe vontrivances
under. the floors feem oaly to have.been intended to preferve heat in the
water, which had been carried warm from a kettle, built up, or hung on
brick work, on one fide of the larget room. This brick work was much
injured by ftrong fires, and was four feet fquare.

. . This
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where the Praetoriem wes built. It wes uadoubtedly on
the fammit of the.hill where the chugch now ftands,. and
included that beautiful villa that lies to the eaftward of it ;
a hollow road, which, till about 35 years ago, pafled within:
three yards of that villa, having moft likely' been: the foflé
of the prwtoriom. It is now included im the ganden sad
pleafure ground. The church, of which the antiquity is
not known, and which is called St Afsehael's of Iwersfl;
has probably been built out of the rains of that ancient
Romsa edifice~A bailding of high aatiquity was fituated
at the eaft end of Muflelburgh, which belonged to:the
abbacy of Dunfermline. It was called the Chgpe? of Los
retta. There are no: remains "of it now but.a {mall cedl;
about 12 feet by 10, covered by 2. mount, in-the gardent of
the gentleman who is now in pofleflion of the villa called
Loretso. Soon after the Reformation, abowt the yeor 1590,
the tolbooth of Muffelburgh. was built out of the ruins of

this

This feems to bave been a kind of building ufed by the Romans only for
temporary ufe. The cement, or tarras, fufficiently proves by whom it |
was made, as the Roman compofition of that kind is fuperior to any of
later ages. It is remarkable, thet the tarras of the grand fewers under’
the city of Rome is of the fame'kind; and- it is related by taveliers, that
in the very ancient buildings in the kingdom of Bengal, the very fame
fort has been ufed Two medals were found among the ruins, now in
the poffeffion of Robert Colt, Efg; owner of the villa; one of gold, much
defaced, which is fuppofed to be of Trajan ; another of copper, on which
the infcription is clear, Diva Fasftina. There are traditional accounts,
that in digging foundations of houfes in Fitherrow, there have been found
fimi.ar ruins of Hypocaufia, which afford a proof, that this ftation was not
merely military, but was a Colonia Romana or Municipium ; that they had
toany houfes and buildings near the fea, as well as their praetorium at
Inverefk ; and that one of their principal harbours on this fide of the
Frith was at Fiberrow. From that harbour, fituated where there is one
st prefent, there was 8 Rommn caufeway, (the traces of which remaited
withia the memory of fome fill living), which led to their camp at
Sheriff-hall, three miles S. W, and onwards to Borthwick.
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this chapel, which muft have been of confiderable dimets
fions. The old fteps, of the ftair, which was repaired not
long fince, were the bafes of the pillars of this chapel,
according to the report of mafons fiill living. This is
faid to have been the firft religious houfe in Scotland,
whefe ruins were applied to an unhallowed ufee, for
which the good -people of Muflelburgh are faid to have
been annsually excommasicated, till very lately, at Rome.

Hiftory affures us, that Ranporru Earl of Murray died
in Muffelburgh of the ftone, in July 1332, and tradition
points ont the heufe where he died, near the eaft end of the
town, on the fouth fide. Itis a vaulted houfe, of two rooms
on the ground floor ; the rooms are about 14 feet fquare,
and the arch 8 feet high, with a paffage between them 6
feet wide. This might well have. been . the beft houfe in
the town 460 years agof. Tradition alfo fays, that the
inhabitants having formed a guard round the houfe, during
the illnefs of this great man, they found fuch favour with

the Earl of Mar, the fucceeding regent, that he granted, or
" obtained for them, their firft charter.

In this parifh lies the field of the bastle of Pinkie}, which
was fought in the year 1547, when Queen Mary was an
infant, with fuch difadvantage to the Scots,

Carberry

# Till about 30 years ago there was a middle row of houfes eaftward
from the Tolbooth, one of which had been 2 chapel, called Chapel Gavel.
There were various other old chapels in different fituations; one in a
garden in the weft end of Market-gate, and one in New “Hailes grounds,
called Magdalene Chapel, hear to Magdalene Bridge, of which there are
now no remains ; befides an alms-houfe in Market-gate, which is now a
dwelling-honfe.

1 A drawing of it is {ubjoined.

$ Paton’s Joarnal. of which there is a copy in the Advocates Library,
gives 2 very particular account of this battle, and points out the ftate of
this
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Carberry Hill—Juft over the field of battle there is a
till, which was ftill more fatal to Queen Mary, and has
been known ever fince by the name of the Queen’s Seat.
It is the top of the hill of Carberry, where that unfortunate
Princefs fat on a ftone, and held a conference with Kirk-

" caldy of Grange, who hed been commiffioned for that pur-
pofe by the confederate Lords. During this parley, Both-
well, who had taken leavg of the Ql_leen for the laft time,
rode off the field to Dunbar. As foon as he was out of
dsnger, Mary fuffered herfelf to ‘be led by Kirkcaldy to
Morton and the Lords, who received her with due marks
of refped®, and ample promifes of future loyalty and obe-
dience. The fequel is well known. From that hour fhe
was deprived of liberty for life, except for the few days
that intervened, between her efcape from Lochleven Catftle,
and her forrender to Elizabeth, after the fatal battle of

Langfide,

this parifh at the time. It was fought on the ficld that lies between the
village of Inverefk and Walliford, and Carberry ; and was brought on by
the ufual impetuofity of the Scots, who would not wait till the Englifh
army, who were beginning to run thort of provifions, had been obliged to
retarn home. The Scottith army were encamped on that large Geld weft
of the Efk, which went by the name of Edminftone Edge; the Englith
lay at the places now called Drummore and Walliford. As the Scots
pafied the bridge of Muflelburgh, and marched to the field up the hill of
Inveretk, on the wett fide of the church, there being then no village, snd
only two fthepherds houfes on that hill, they were annoyed by cannon fhot
from the Eoglith gallies in the bay; infomuch, that the Lord Grabam,
eldeft fon of the firlt Earl of Montrofe, was killed on the bridge, with
many of his followers. To have eroffed the river at any other place, would
have been flill more dangerous, as there was then a thick wood on the
basks of it, all the way to Dajkeith. After pafling the church of Inveretk,
they maft bave been covered from the fhot, as the ground fopes from
thence down to the How Mire, (in thofe days a morafs, though now
drained aud cultivated), from whence it rifes gently to the bottom of the
hills of Carberry and Falfide. On this geatle sifing lay the field of acs

Pea.
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Langfide. The bloody field of Piokie under her sye, might
have put this ill-fated Queen on her guard. But unfit for
the rugged times in which fhe lived, fie had the misfar-
tune to be at once facile gud obftinate, The late proprie-
tar of Caspeszy,. Joba Fullarton, Efqs hes marked this fpat
to po&erity by planting a copfo:wood upon-it. :

M‘ —The bridge of Muffelburgh, over whish the
Scottdh army .marched on the day of the battle of Pinkie,
3s of great, but unknown antiquity, : It is moft likely, that
it is a work of the Romans, as thcy certainly bad many
honfes in what is now called Fitherrow, as well as their
baven for fhipping ; and could nat poffibly fuffer their co-
lony to be divided, and their harbour {eparated from their
fort by a river, that is frequently nnfordable for many days
together, This hridge has many ‘marks of antiquity ; and
as feveral parts of the arches approach nearly to a ftraight
line, the frame, or coom, on which it was raifed, muft have
funk while it was building. The arches sre §o feet wide,
their fpring enly 10 feet ; wheever built it muft have in-
tended, to place the approaches to it out of the reach of the
tide ; which is the cafe to this day, and demonftrates that
the coaft is pot materially changed, or that the fea has not
gained on the land fince that period, as the fite of the hax-
bour proves that it has not receded from it.

Pinkie Houfe.—Pinkie Houfe, though not very ancient,
((as it was built by Alexander Seton, firft Earl of Duaferm-
line, inthe year 1623), deferves to be mentioned, becaufe
it was a vulgar notion for many years, that there were as
many doors and windows in it, as there are days in the
year. This has been copied into many of the tours and
travels into Scotland, though without foundation; and
ferves only to prove, that the houfe of Pinkie, though half

2 the
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the defign has only been executed, was one of the firft
houfes of any degree of magnitude, in this part of the
country, as it excited the wonder of the common people.
The infcription on the front of this houfe , now hid by a
covered way, points out the humblenefs of the building, or
the pride of its founder. The gallery is 80 feet long, the
cieling of which is covered with- emblematical paintings
and infcriptions 4.

Routing Well —The Routing Well at Monktoun, that is

faid always to predi? a florm, is a wonder of the fame na-

ture as the preceding. The cafe is, that this well being dug
many fathoms deep, through a rock, in order to get below
the firate of coal that abound in the field, it communicates
through the coal rooms that are wrought, with other fhafts;
which occafions a rumbling noife, that does not precede, but
sccompanies 2 high wind.

Soil, Surface, Extent, 8 9c~The foil of this parith varies
according to its diftance from the fea. The flat ground
round Muffelburgh and Fifherrow is fandy, but, having been
for ages in a high flate of cultivation for gardens and {mall
fields, is abundantly fertile. The fields above Inverefk, on
both fides of the river, are of a better quality, and may foon

Vou. XVIL B be

¢ Dominus Alezander Setonius hanc domum sdificavit, non ad animi,
4 fortonarum et agelli modum, 1613.

t On the forfeiture of the family in 1688, this houfe and barony were
purchafed by the family of Tweeddale, from whom, in the year 1778, it
was boaght by Sir Archibald Hope of Craighall, Bart. and is aow & more
somfortable dwelling-houfe than ever. An inclofure of 20 acres, covered
with fine old trees, contributes much to its besuty; end the fhelter they af-
ford, together with the aptitude of the foil, form one of the fineft fruit gac-
dens in the neighbourhood. . .

A
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be made as fertile as any in the kingdom. Thofe which
rife towards the hill on the S. E., and which run into New-
ton parith on the S. W., partake more of a clay foil, and
carry great crops of grain, efpecially wheat, when they are
under proper management. There are 3571 acres of land
in the parith, which, at the ufual computation of 45 acres
for a plough-gate, makes about 8o plough-gates.

Rent and Proprietors.—The real rental of the parith is
about L. 6500 ; that of the towns and villages, including the
mills of Muffelburgh, falt-works, €5'c. and the houfes of the
heritors, as made out to fix an afleffment for the poor, 2=
mounts to L. 000 ; total about L. 11,500. The great pro-
prietors are 8 in number; wi. 1/, the Duke of Buccleugh,
who is patron of the parifb, as poffefling the lordthip of In-
verelk, formerly belonging to Sir Robert Dickfon of Car-
berry, who fold it to the Duchefs of Monmouth about the
beginning of this century. His Grace holds alfo the lands
of Smeaton and Caftlefleads, and likewife the lordfhip of
Muffelburgh in this parith. His refidence is at Dalkeith
Houfe. 2. The Earl of Wemyfs, who has the lands of
Stonyhill, which formerly belonged to Sir William Sharp,
fon of the Archbifhop of St Andrew’s, and before that was
poffefled by a family of the name of Dobic. His Lordfhip
has likewife the lands of Monktonhalil, with the coal under
the whole lordfhip of Inverefk. Non-refident. 3. Mrs
Fullarton of Carberry, which eftate was purchafed from Sic
Robert Dickfon, Bart. who was defcended from Dr David
Dickfon, Profeffor of Divinity in the College of Edinburgh
about the middle of laft century. The family is now ex-
tin®. Refident. 4. Sir Archibald Hope, Bart. of Craig-
hall, praprietor of the barony of Pinkie, who has alfo ac-
quired the barony of Monkton, late in the pofieffion of the
. Kalconers, a braach of the family of Halkerton, which fur-
nithed
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nithed a Judge to the Court of Seffion fome time in laft
century. Refident. 5. James Finlay, Efg; of Walliford,
which was formerly poffefled by the Binnings, a family of
fome note in the law, one of whom was a Lord of Seffion
about the year 1672, and built the prefent manfion-houfe.
Noa-refident. 6. Mifs Dalrymple of Hailes, the daughter of
the Iste Lord Hailes, who has ber family feat in this parith,
called New Hailes ; one of the firft houfes whofe park was
laid out and adorned with all the eleganes of modern tafte.
Refident. 3. John Wauchop, Efqg; has a part of his eftate
in this parith, which borders on the cflate of Edminfione,
where he has his family feat. 8. The town of Muffelburgh
hes alfo a confiderable eflate in this parith, which is held of
the Doke of Buccleugh. There are many other fmaller
proprictors of land, who are all portioners of the lordthip of
Inveredk, as they are called, or feuars of the barony of Pin-
kie, or of the town of Muffelburgh.

Minerals.—There is plenty of freeftone in the parifh, and
Bkewife of limeftone, though the Iaft is not wrought at pre-
fent. But the mof valuable mines are thofe of coal, which

lie under the whole parifh. The pits open at prefent are.

either the property of Sir Archibald Hope, or rented by
him from the Eafl of Wemyfs, and, being well managed,
are very produiive. In former times, till the year 1776,
colliers were in a ftate of {lavery in Scatland, which was
confidered as a difgrace to the Britith Government. Through
fome defe& in the a& of Parliament that fet them free, or
in the management of them fince that period, there has
fometimes been a great fearcity of coals, though they can
eam double the wages of any other labourers.

Agriculture—~The flate of agriculture has not yet ar-
rived at perfeion in this parith. The fields neareft the
) towns,
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towns are ‘chiefly in the hands of butchers, bakers, brew-
ers, and carters, and, being only fubfidiary to their other
employmeats, are not in the moft perfe& flate of cultiva-
tion. There are few fallows, and very rarely any green
crops, though the foil, on the lordfhip of laverekk efpe-
cially, is remarkably fit for them. From the former they
are with-held by the fear of lofing a crop; and from the
latter they are deterred by the multitude of idle children,
and other depredators of fuch crops in the neighbourhood.
As the rent has now rifen to L. 2, 1cs. and L. 3 per acre,
they will foon be obliged to follow the moft profitable me-
thods of hpfbandry. The greater part of the lands in this
parifh run readily into grafs, and carry great crops of hay.
The pafturage is likewife excellent ; and as the demand for
grafs grounds increafes with the fize and population of the
capital, fuch foils as are in its vicinity, muft be able to bear
the increafed rent,

Improvements—Two other circumftances have contri-
buted much to raife the rent of this parith, which, 40 years
2go, was not more than L.1, or L.1, §s. per acre. The
ﬁrft was the dlvxdmg, and afterwards mcloﬁng, about 700
acres of land in the fields of Inveretk, the property of many
different feuers of that Lordfhip, about 34 years ago. The
fecond was the introduion of two-horfe ploughs without a
driver. The writer of this account, and Dr GRIEVE, then
minifter of Dalkelth having each of them entered into the
poﬂ'eﬂion of fmall farms in the higher parts of their refpec-
tive parifhes, in the year 1768, being acquainted with the
praftice of the ancients in that particular, and having ob,
ferved the wheel plongh with two horfes, held and driven
by one man, fuccefsfully ufed for fome years within the
park of Dalkeith, refolved to make trial of that method in
fheir farms, though of 3 ﬂrong clay foil. They begap with

horfcs‘
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horfes, and in a fhort time trained oxen likewife to the fame
operation. They were laughed at in the beginning by the
neighbouring farmers; but when the fecond year came
round, and the Juxuriance of their crops was obferved, their
example was immediately followed by all their neighbours.
The praftice fpread itfelf gradually all around, and for many
years there has been no plowing in all the Lothians, or in
the Merfe, but with two horfes and one man ; while, at the -
fame time, the inftrument itfelf has been cheapened and
amended by Mr Small of Dalkeith’s improvement on the
Scotch plough. It is obvious how much this change muft
have contributed to leflen the expence of tillage, and to
raife the rent of land.

Masufallures, ¥¥9c—~Though this town and parifh are
remarkably well fituated for manufa@ures, having the com-
mand of water, plenty of coals at hand, cheap houfes, and
a multitude of idle children, yet hitherto none very confi-
derable have been eflablithed. This is perhaps owing
to their haviog been at all times carriers and furnifhers
of various kinds of provifions for the capital, which employ-
ed them in a manner more agreeable to them, than the fe-
dentary lives of manufafturers could have been. In the
end of laft century, a broad cloth manufalory was begun
bere, and was long carried on in great perfe@ion, though
not to great extent. Some excellent cloth, both coarfe and
fine, continues flill- to be made here by Meflrs Cathie,
Stewart, Nichols and Dickfon ®*. There has lately been

intgoduced

* In the easly part of this century, they manufaétared large quantities of
coarfe wool, into & kind of checks, called Muflclburgh ftuffs, at the price of
from 2§d w sd. per yard, which were moftly exported to America, for
gowns to femalé fervants.  But the progrefs of the cotton manufaclure bag
long feperfeded that branch, and for many years the ufe of that low-priced

; foff
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introduced the manufa&ture of Manchefter goods, thickfets,
wniftcoats, handkerchiefs, &f¢. on a fmall {cale, which pro-
mifes to do well.. There is a thriving ftone ware pottery,
ss well as a pottery for brown ware at this place ®*. There
are feveral foap-beilers and flarch-makers in this parith:
One of the latter fort, at Monkton, of confiderable extent
which, in the year preceding July 6. 2793, paid no lefs than
L. 4064 : 13 : 4 of excife duty, and was carried on by Ait-
ehifor, Brown, and Company, the proprietors of the
great diftillery in St Clement’s Wells, locally ia the parifh
of Tranent, but on the boundary of this parith, in which
they have their re&ifying-houfe, and their malting, and
where moft of their workmen refide.: This s a diftillery
of great extent. The barley made into malt in one year,
from July 6. 1791 to July 6. 1793, amounted to 3,131
bolls. They feed off 600 cattle twice a-year, befides many
hundreds of hogs at the ftarch-work and here; and the ef-
felts of their dung are perceived not only on their own ex-
tenfive farms, bat on' many fields in the neighbourhood.
The brewing of beer and ale has mach decreafed of late,
there having been only 1460 bolls of barley made into malt

liquer
ftuff has been difcontinued. Between 30 and 40 years ago, a cotton ma.
nufa@ory was begun and carried on here, fo a5 to employ above 200 looms,
meoft of which were in this parith. That alfo bas been given up for fome
time paft, as the fame kind of cloth came to be furniied cheaper in other
purte of the country, Some years ago there was a china manufaGure at
Weitpans, in this parifh, which reccived fome encouragement fiom the no-
bility and gentry, as the artift fucceeded well in fabricating ornamental

china : But as he never copld make tea-table china cheap enough for com-
mon fale, and had no ftock, it was foon given up.

® Xt is fituated in = garden, where, three fcore years ago, ftood the man-
Son-houfc of Weft-pans, then poflefled by a family of the name of Joxce, or
Jorcy, now extin@®, whofe eftate was what is now called Drusnmeore, in
the parith of Prefton-pans.

1 This ftarch work.was given up m 1793.
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liqur here, during the above period, many families being

now fapplied with table beer from Leith or Preftonpans,
which they find f{uperior to that brewed here. Ifit is a wifs
meafure to imcreafe the price of fpiritous liquors, by the im-
moderate wfe of which both the health and morals of the
common people are deftroyed, it feems neceflary to fupply
them with a cheap and wholefome beverage in place ‘of it;
their ordinary drink, twopenay, being now much degraded
in its quality, fince the average price of barley has been fo
high. What may we not look for, from that eminent ftatef-
man and patriot, by whofe attention to local circumitances,
which he fo well knows, we have derived fomany advantages,
and bave had fo many grievances redrefled >—There are falt-’
pans in two places in this parifh, viz. Wefl-pans, {o called, be-
caufet is fituated weft of Prefton-pans, anciently called Sak-
Preflon, and Magdalen-pans, which lie at the weft end of
this parifh, in both of which are made great quantities of
falt.

Zacorporations—Befides thefe, all forts of handicraft trades
are carried on in great perfettion at Muflelburgh, and are
divided - into feven companies, or incorporations, having
charters from the town of Muflelburgh.—There is alfo
an incorporation of failors, or traffickers, which includes
perfons of various profeflions, who have a feparate box, and.
funds of their own; and likewife a fociety of mafons, and
another of carters, and many others, who affociate together
for the fake of their poor,

Occupations of Women.—Forty or fifty years ago, and in
the times preceding, the city of Edinburgh was chiefly fur-
nithed with the produ of the garden from Muffelburgh and
Filherrow. The nature of the foil, well calculated for early
crops, and perhaps the fkill they had derived from the

~

2 example



16 Statiftical Account

example of the Roman colony, may have led them td this
branch of bufinefs which they ftill preferve; though they
are far from poffeffing the monopoly of greens and garden
ftuffs, which they had in more ancient times. The demand
for vegetables has increafed ten-fold within thefe 5o years,
and horticulture has been fo much encouraged in richer foils
near the capital, that all the fuperiority that the gardeners
here can now pretend to, is to furnith the earlieft crops of
peafe and beans, &c. for a week or two, as the markets are
foon filled from the more luxuriant garden grounds nearer
the city. Connoiffeurs in that fort of viand, however, fill
prefer the produce of the lighter foil, which is lefs impreg-
nated with dang. The whole produce of the gardens, toge-
ther with falt, and fand for wathing floors, and other articles,
till of late that carts have been introduced, were carried in
bafkets or creels on the backs of women, to be fold in
Edinburgh, where, after they had made their market, it was
ufual for them to return loaded with goods, or parcels of va-
rious forts, for the inhabitants here, or with dirty linens te
be waflied in the pure water of the Ek. This employment
of women, which has certainly prevailed ever fince Edin-
burgh became a confiderable city, when joined to that of
the fith-wives in Fifherrow, has occafioned a reverfal of the
ftate of the fexes in this parith, and has formed a charalter
and manners, in the female fex, which feems peculiar to
them, at leaft in this country ». The carriers of greens,

fale,

* The women of Bilbos in Spain, according to the account of a traveller,
Baron DirLow, (page 174) are even fuperior in firength and a&ivity to
thofe o. Fitherrow. * In other countries,’ fays be, * women are opprefled
with the fli;hteft fatigue ; here they work as much as the firongeft men;
unioa. fhips, carry burdens, and do all the bufinefs of porters. The very
felons, confined in the mines of Almaden, do nothing in comparifon of thefe
females. They go bareiooted, and are remarkably active, carrylog burdens

@
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falt, 8c.-are generally the wives of weavers, fhoemakers,
tailors, or ficvemakers, who, being confined by their em-
ployments within doors, take charge of the children and
family, while the females trudge to Edinburgh about their
" feveral branches of bufinefs, long before day in winter, and
return by mid-day, or later, according to the time fpent in
felling their commodities. Their ufual daily profits may
be computed at from 8d. to 1s. 3d. which, befides the
free, focial, and difengaged life which they lead, is a greater
addition to the income of the family, than they could earn
by any other branch of induftry.—The women, who carry
fand to Edinburgh, have the hardeft labour, and earn leaft,
For they carry their burden, which is not lefs than 200 ]b.
weight, every morning to Edinburgh, return at noon, and
pafs the afternoon and evening in the quarry, digging the
flones, and beating them into fand. By this labour,which
s inceflant for fix days in the ‘week, they gain only about
5d. a-day. '
The Fifb-wives, as they are all of-one clafs, and educated
in it from their infancy, are of a chara&er and manners
fill more fingular than the former, and particularly di-
ftinguithed by the laborious tives they lead. They are the
wives and daughters of filhermen, who generally marry in
their ewn caft, or tribe, as great part of their bufinefs, to
which they muft have been bred, is to gather bait for their
hotbands, and bait their lines. Four days in the week,
however, they carry fifh in creels (ofier bafkets) to Edjn-
Vor. XVI. " G burgh;

on their beads, which require two men to lift up. The wife yiclds not in
firecgth to the bufband, nor the fifter to the brother ; and after & cheer
fal glafs, though heavily loaded, they move on with alacrity, returning
home in the evening without the appearance of laflitude, o'ten arm and
arm, dancing and finging to the tabor and pipe.’ This is a very exact pice
ture of the fith-wives here'; fo imilar are the manners of humen creatures
i fimilar circumftances. -
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burgh ; and when the hoats come in lats te the barhour in
the forenoon, fo' as to leave them po more shan time to
seach Edinburgh before dianer, it is aet unnfugl for them
to perform their journey of five miles, by zelays, thoee of
-them being employed in carrying one batket, and thifting
it from one to another every buandred ysuds, by which
means they bave heen known to arrive at the Filhmparket
jn lefs than }ths of an hour *.
While baddocks were in abundance on the cosfl, great
quantities were taken by the feven bosts of Fitherrow 3
though the beft filh for many years have been brought
three times a-week from Eyemouth en horfeback, and un-
Jepded here, to be parried in creels to Edinburgh, by which
means the carriers gre enabled to reach home the fame day.
For feven years pafl, fince the haddocks have difappeared,
sud few fih are to be caught by the Fitherrow beatmen,
pn account of their diftance from deep water, where the
fith are to be found, it is ufual for them to meet the boats
from the caft end of Fife, half way down the frith, aad tq
purchafe their filh. In the fummer feafon the hoats from
that coaft frequently run over to Fitherrow, and fell their
cargoes to the filh-women here. This they do rather than
yun up to Leith, becaufe they can difpofe of their fith im-
mediately, and f3il home agasin to their refpe@ive harbouss
on the fame day, with the ebb tide. The fith-wives wha
carry to Edinburgh, gain at leaft 1 5. a-day, and frequently
double and triple that fum. "
From thekind of life thefe womenlead, it may naturally be
goncluded, that their manpers are peculiar, as they certainly
. are,

€ It is & well attefted fack, that three of them, not many yesrs ago,
went from Dunbar tp Edinburgh, which is 29 miles, with each of them g

load of herrings on her back of 200 Ib. in 5 hours. They fometimes
sarry loads of agolb,
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ste. Havinig fo great a thare ih the nmifiteddtice of the
fardily, they Have no fmall fway in it, as may be inferred
from a faying not unufoal amdhg thetii. When fpeuking
of a young woman, reported to be ot the point of riaf-
thige, ¢ Hout 1" fay they, “ How caff fhe keep a i,
% who can hardly muairtain hetfell >* As tliey do the work
of meti, their manneérs dre mafculing, and fheir ﬁrcng:ﬁ
and a&livity is equal to their work. Their amufements
are of the mafculine kind. On lclidays they frequently
play at golf; and on Shrove Tuefday there is a fflanding
match at_fov?-ball, between the married and unmarried wo-
men, in which the former are always viftors.

Their manmmer of life, and the bufiriefs of making theit
markets, whet theit faculties, and mike them very dex-
terous in bargain making. They have likewife a fpeciés

of rirde eloquenve, am extrenie’ facility in exprefling their

feelings by words of geftures, which is véry impofing, dnd
engbles them to carry their poinits even dgainft the moft
wary; and they are too well acquainted with the world, to
be sbafhed when they afe dete@ed in any of theéir arts ®,
Tt is remarkable, that though a confiderable degree of h-

centioufnefs appears in their freedom of fpeech, it does not’

feem to have tainfed their morals, ina point where it might
Iave chiefly béent expe&ed ; there being no clafs of women,
it is believed, who offend lefs againft the feventh com-
manddhent, excepting in words, than theydo. There feems

to be no employment, that conduces more to health and’
good fpitits thin theirs. Some of them have been brought -

to

® R ir'riot here meatt to mpedch thefr hodefly, for which they afe
on & par with'sli other fimil tiuffickers. An eminent merchant of Edir.

burgh told the writer, that he has often dealt with' fome of them tothe .

amount of L. 600 ia a feafon, for falt herrings, without one line of writing,
and never loft 3 farthing by them.
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to bed, and have gone to Edinburgh om foot with their
batkets within the week. It is perfely well afcertained,
that one, who was delivered on Wednefday morning, went
to town with her creel on the Saturday forenoon following,
There isacharm in the free and a&ive life theylead, which
renders them averfe to all fedentary employments. They
never wear (hoes or flockings but on Sundays, which is not
to be attributed to their poverty, but to the nature of their
employment. Strangers from the fouth, difgufted at this
prattice, which more or lefs prevails among the women of
the inferior clafs in this country, and fil more with the
cuftom of trampling linens in wathing tubs, (which is not
yet entirely difcontinued, though gradually wearing out),
cry out againft both as thocking pieces of barbarity. It
may be remarked however, in regard to the former prac-
tice, that the Greek and Roman women, (even the ladies
in the houfe), wore neither fhoes nor ftockings.
From fuch parents, as might be expe@ed, proceeds a
race of children, healthy, altive, and robuft; and Lord
. Mo~NBODDO, and the LYCURGUSES of the age, will no doubt
look forward with anxiety to the period, when the work
that is now done by women, fhall come to be entirely per-
formed by horfes and carts. For their confolation, how-
ever, it may be obferved, that we perceive at prefent no
difference between the children of Muffelburgh and thefe
of Fitherrow, where the fithers live. WHere the labouring

-poor have enough to feed their children with, there is
little doubt, that the race will always prove both ftrong
and’ numerous.

Population.—The population of this parith has increafed
confiderably, fince Dr W eifter made his compatation in
3755, which is chiely owing to the prefent thriving ftate

3 R ~ of
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of the collieries, there having been only one pit open at
the former period. The péople of all ages were carefully
nambered in November and December 1792, when none of
the fummer lodgers were here, and amounted as follows *:-

- L. In the Burgh.

In Muflelburgh, Weft-pans, &c. - - 1640
In Newbigging, - - - - 490
—— 2]39

In Fifberrow, Market-gate, Bridgend, &c. - f1999
In Timber-buth, Spring-garden, anﬂue mill,

Magdaleae pans, & . . 86
— 1885
1. In the C'mhj Pmﬁ
In the village of Loverefk, - 235
In the country, fouth-caft, - - - 238
In Monkton-hall, - . . 163
In Monkton and Cairney, - - 120
In White-hill and New Hailes, - - [ 1]
In Stoney-hill and Stoney-bank, &c. - 43
Employed in the Coal-works.
In the Coal-pits, - . - 260
At Craig-hall, - s - 253
— §Ia
Total in the country, . - — 1379
Total nember of fouls in the parith, - - 5898
The number of fouls in ry55, when Dr Webfter took up his lift, was 4645
—
Increste ¢, - - . 741
The

® Thefe belonging to the burgh of Muflelburgh make one divifion of
the parifh, and thofe in the country, not under their jurifdiction, make

another.
4 This increafe, as was already obferved, is chiefly to be imputed to
the thriving fiate of the coal-works ; for, though the number of buildings
in
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The number of regiftered baptifns has been, at £t average
for feven years preceding this year, (1793,) mot quite x83,
‘which, moltiplied by 36, gives ouly 4758, a nuwmber fur
below that of the a&aal ennmeration at this tiosa,

The BartisMs, MARRIAGES and DEATHS, during thofe
years, were as below :

Baptifms, Martiages. Deaths,
3486, 203 49 118
1787, 157 34 126
1988, 211 59 189
1789, 195 - 48 121
: 1795, 207 47 149
1791, 144 37 209
1793, T 16% 47 © 20§
Total 1278 321 1117

Ayverage 1823 45% 1594

Occopationseas

i the towns is much increafed, and there are many handfome houfes,
where there were only cottages before, yet {everal of thefe muft have been
demolifhed, to make  reour fov.one good howfe: 2f the towns are likewife
much reforted to.ja fummer for fea-bathing, there are many gutsd houfeéy;
which are not mere:than half inhabited in winter. There is ground'to
believe, that this parith was nearly as populous laft century as it is now,
Beesufe it is certain, that at that time, when every perfon arrived, at a ma-
ture age, was obliged to communicate, there were 3000 commuanitants
in the parih. In thofe days there were fome fmall, but populous
villages fcattered about, and many {mall farms that are now no more.
This applies to the firft pare of this century likewife; for, on an averags,
of the burials for 12 years, from 1717 to 1748, there died annually 159,
which multiplied by 36, produces 5724 ; whereas from 1769 to 1780 ine
clufive, the avemge was only 121, which: ‘praduces-4456. Thls hft
period, however, was probably that of the. lowet popnlation. a¢ all the

" fanall farms were abolifhed, and the dittilleries, ftarch.works, €. were
not introduced, and few coal-pits were open. The number of baptifms
does not form fo juft a rule of computation as that of deaths, as many

" ¢hildren die witliout baptifin, and oot a few of the fectaries fhiin entering
tlie names of their children in the regifter, which affords a good reafon
for abolifbing a tax that is fo little productive.
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Ocompations ~The trades of Muffelburgh, with the nem-
per of mafters in each trade, are as follows :

INCORPORATIONS. Fithermen, - 49
Wrights and Smiths, 90 Fith-wives, - 90
Tailors, - 30 Saltpwives, " - 50

Shoemakers, - 96 Wine-merchants, - 4
Rakers, <t - 44 Milliners, - - Y
Gardeners, - 16 Mantua-makers, - 10
Weavers, ' , 140 Hair.dreffers, - [
Flethers, - - 5o Perfumers, - - 2
Nor INCORPORATED. Carters, who have po
Mafons, © - 40 land, and Eve by car-
Grocers, . 10 rying coals, €c. 63

Ecclefiaftical State®.—There are four places of worfhip
in this parifh, x. The Eftablifhed Charch ; 2, The Epifco-
pal meeting-houfe, which has exifted in fome fhape ever
fince the Revolution, and is attended by a few gentlemens
families; 3. A Burgher Seceding meeting-houfe, which
was built about 25 years ago; 4. A Church of Relief,
which was ere@ed in the year 1783, but would not have
been built had the church been large enough for the parith.
S¢ Michael’s of Inverefk, the parith-church, is of great an-
tiguity, but uncertain date. It is moft likely, that it was
bailt foon after the introduétion of Chriftianity, out of the

Tuins

@ The minifters of this psrith fince the Reformation have been, firft,
Mr Andrew Blackhall, who was admitted previous to the year 1591, and
died in 1669 ; to bim fucceeded Mr Adam Colt, who, with his fon, Mr
Oliver Colt, flisd up the ret of that century till the year 2679. My
Asthur Millar was ordained in 1680; to whom Mr Richard Howifon
fucceeded sbout the year 1690. Mr John Williamfon was ordained heré
in 1701 ; on whofe death in 1739, Mr Frederick Carmichael was ad-
mitted mivifter; who having been tranflated to Edinburgh in the yeat
1747, the prefent incumbent was ordained here on the 2d of Auguft
1748, who is magried, but has no children alive,
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ruins of the Roman fort. The ftone it is bailt of appears
to be the fame with thofe difcovered in the ruins of the
pretorium. There are evidently many old ftones, and many
Roman bricks in the building. There feems befides to
have been no good reafon, for chufing a fituation fo diftant
from the towns, which have always been the moft populous
parts of the parith, had it not been for the convemency of/
ufing the old materials. The body of the church is 102
feet long, and only 23 feet wide within the walls; but
there are four aifles, two on each fide of the church, that.
have been built at different periods, and double rows of
- galleries in the ends of the church. The whole is now in
a ruinous condition, and.is truly a difgrace to the parifh.
Several attempts have lately been made to have it rebuile,
either in its prefent fituation, or on one more commodious,
which have failed. Tlm ﬂ:ate of the church, is not only of
no {fmall dnfadvantage to t‘he poors funds, but to the reli.
gion and morals of the people, as it leaves fuch a number
of them to be infe@ed with fe@arian principles, which,
without laying any thing to the charge of the prefent in-
cumbents, are at beft uncertain, The fituation of the
church is remarkably fine, not only on account of the ex-
tenfive view of the country which it commands, though
the hill is not more than 5o feet above the level of the fea,
but likewife as a military ftation, as was formerly obler-
ved *. ' There are two mounts or ramparts, one on the -
north fide, and another on the eaft end of the church-yard 4,
: that
@ Oliver Cromwell’s cavalry lay there for 6 or'8 weeks, in 1650, while
his foot were encamped on the links of Muffelburgh. The church ferved

Oliver as a ftable for his cavalry. The place, where his own tent way
ereéted, is ftill thewn on Muflelburgh links.

4 The eaftern rampart having been levelled § or 6 years ago to extend
the burying-ground, and a foundation for a monument having been lately
dug
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that are called Olrver’s Mounts, and are fuppofed to have
been batteries of Cromwell’s, one to command the bridge,
and the other to defend his magazine which was in the
village of Inveretk. Lord HaiLes ufed to alledge that
they were of greater antiquity than Cromwell, and might
have been ramparts of a Roman camp; but the circum-
flance mentioned in the note affords a firong prefuthption
of the contrary.
The fipend, from 1650 till 1781, was 1 chalder of wheat,
1 of barley, and x of oats; and L. 66, 10s. in money. In
‘1781, the prefent incumbent obtained an sugmentation,
and the ftipend is now 2 chalders of wheat, 3 of barley,
and 3 of oats, paid in money, at the fiars of Mid-Lothian,
and L.62 in money, including communion-elements. There
is likewife a glebe of 51 acres inclofed by the prefent in-
cumbent, together with a houfe and garden, and a field be-
fore the houfe, making in all an acre, which were given by
the town of Muffelburgh to the minifter of the parith, when
the manfe was built in 1681 ; for an addition to which field,
made in 1758, he pays 1s. yearly of fen-duty. Since
1702 there has been an affiftant probationer, for whom there
is a very flender {upport, out of certain funds allotted for
that purpofe. The Duke of Buccleugh is patron of the parifh.

Burgh.—Muflelburgh is a very ancient burgh of Rega-
Lty ®, and was once called Muffelburgb-fbive. The mill,
Vor. XVIL b to

duog, asdeep as 7 feet below the furface of the church-yard, and 11 be-
low the top of the mount, there were found many human bones in full
prefervation, which feems to furnifh proof that the ramparts had been
ereCted fince the field was inclofed for a church-yard.

® Before the Reformation, it was an ecclefiaftical burgh belonging,
sater alia, to the abbacy of Dunfermline. It was disjoined by King
James VL from that abbacy, and given in donation to one of the family
of Lauderdale : and when the whole abbacy was given to Queen Ann
of Denmark, fhe reclaimed the regality of Muffelburgh, as comprebended
under
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to which ,this regality was aftried and thirled, is called
the Sbire-mili, and the wood along the banks of the river,
of which little remains, is called Shire-wood; and Sbmfbal
at the extremity of the regality has acquired its name in
the fame manaer.

Muflelburgh is an ancient eccleﬁaﬁ:lcal and incorporate
burgh, holden of the Lord Superior of the Regality, who is
aow the Duke of Buccleagh, on payment of certain fums
annually as quit-rent or feu-duty. The territories of the
Burgh extend along the fea-coaft, the whole length of the
pari(b, and are about two meafured miles and a half in
“length, and from one_half to one fourth of a mile in breadth.

CBarters—The moft ancient charter of this burgh now
extant is dated December 11. 1562, aud is graated by Ro-
RERT Commendator of Dunfermline, with confent of the
whole members of the convent. It‘narrates, ¢ That the
¢ title-deeds belonging to the burgh were barnt by their
¢ enemies the Englifh, after the fatal battle of Pinkie;
¢ therefore they of new grant, difpone, and confirm to the
¢ prefent bailies, community and inhabitants of Muffel-
“ burgh, and to their fucceffors,” &s. which is not incon- -
fitent with what has been before mentioned as a tradi-
tional account, viz. That their firft charter was procured,
by means of their attention to Randolph Earl of Murray,
who died in their town. Thig charter is confirmed by
many fubfequent charters and a&s of Parliament, particu. -

¢ ‘ larly

under the gift. But the proprietor contended, that it had ab anfe been
‘gifted to him, which defence was fuftained. Certain parts, however,
of this regality and parifh have been disjoined, ard added to the parithes
of Cranflon, Newton, and Dalkeith. This Lordthip was held by the fa-

mily of Lauderdale till the year 17ag, when it was purchafed by the Du
chefs of Monmouth and Buccleugh.



| of Inverefk. 27

laly by a charter from the Earl, afterwards Duke of Lan.
derdale, dated anme 1670, in which all their ancient rights
and privileges are narrated and confirmed. C .

Governmesnt, 'c.—The town-council confifts of 18
members, 10 being clefted from Muffelburgh, and 8 from
Fitherrow. The whole regality in this divifion is confi.
dered as Fifherrow, except what is within the sncient
ports of Muffelburgh. Out of thefe, two bailies and a
treafarer are annually elefted, but may not be re-ele@ed
more than two years without intermiffion. Two coun.
cillors go off annually by a vote of the council, and tweo
are chofen in their room by the fame body. Their reve-
aue is now very confiderable, arifing from feu-duties paid
by the proprietors of all the houfes in their territories, and
from their lands and mills, and the fhore-dues of their
harbour. The two laft ate of a flu@uating nature, and
have increafed of late, the one on account of their good
ftate, and the other by means of the great refort of thipping
with grain for the diftillery. Wefe the laft to be given
up, the dues of the harbour would have little elfe to fup-
port them but fifhing boats, and the bufinefs of the two or
three timber and iron merchants fettled there, which in-
deed is confiderable. The annual revenue of the town is
mot lefs than L.x500.—~The magiftrates, by their title-
dceds are empowered to hold a court of record, and iffue
precepts both on their decrees and regiftrations. They are
empowered to grant infeftment by hafp and ftaple, more
Burgi ; but their clerk is not entitled to a protocal record
of infeftments, as in burghs royal. Their infeftments
muft be recorded in the county regifter ; but being an ine

corporated burgh, under that title it is excepted ount of
ghe late jurifdiion a&, and fill remains poffefled of its an-
cient
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cient privileges . Upon the whole, this burgh has all the
privileges of any royal burgh in Scotland, except thofe of
voting for a member of Parliament, and fending a dele-
gate to the Convention of Burghs. '

Arcbery—There is an ancient filver arrow in this town,
which is fhot forannually by the Royal Company of Archers.
The viftor receives L. 1, 10s. Sterling from the town, and
a riddel full of claret, vrz. one dozen, and is bound to ap-
pend a medal of gold or filver to the arrow, before the
next year’s annual meeting. The earlieft date of any of
the medals is 1603 ; but there are a few that are more an-
.cient without a date. This ancient mode of warfare ha-
ving gone into difufe, fince the invention of fire arms, was
likely to have fallen into total oblivion, had it not been’
for thofe ancient prizes eftablithed in different parts of the
kingdom, which preferved the remembrance of it; but it
- has been lately revived in Edinburgh, and other cities and
towns in England, as well as in Scotland, and has become
an exercife as fathionable as it is manly. Archery is an
exercife peculiarly well fuited to large cities, where young
gentlemen of various profeffions have neither leifure nor
opportunity for the diverfions of the chace and the field.,

Golf-—The "golf, fo long a favourite and peculiar ex-
ercife of the Scots, is much in ufe here +. Children are '
trained

¥ In the year 1633, Muffelburgh was, by a charter under the great
feal, erected into a royal burgh; but the magiftrates of Edinburgh ob-
tained a decreet of reduction of that charter before the privy-council,
dated November 30. 1632, in confequence of 2 compromife with the maa
giftrates of Muffelburgh.

t+ The follov&ing account of the Dutch game, called Korr, was very
obligingly communicated by the Rev. Mr WaLKER, one of the mini-
' . fers
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trained to it in their early days, being enticed by the bean-
ty of the links, (which lic on each fide of the river, be-
tween

of the Canongate, whofe former refidence in Holland has enabled him to
give a very fatisfa&tory defcription of that game.

The Dutch game called Ko/f, from which the word: Govrr is derived,
as both are probably from the Greek word, zoxogoc, is played in an inclofed
reftangular area of about 6o feet by 25. The floor, which is & compofi-
tion of fand, clay, and pitch, is made as level as a billiard table, and the
inclofing, walls are for two teet above the floor, faced either with polithed
fione, or fheet lead, that they may caufe the ball rebound with accuracy.
At about 8 or 10 feet from each end wall, a circular poft of about §
inches diameter is placed precifely in the middle of the area with regard
to breadth, confequently oppofite the one to the other, and at the diftance
of 40 feet or thereby. The ballsufed in the game are about the fize of
cricket balls, made perfetly round and claftic, covered with foft leather,
and fewed with fine wire. The clubs are from three to four feet long,
with fiff thafts. The heads are of brafs, and the face, with which the ball
iy firack, is perfectly fmooth, having no inclination, fuch as might
bave a tendency to raife the ball from the ground. Tbe angle, which the
hesd makes with the thaft, is nearly the fame with that of the puiting
clubs ufed at golf. The game may be played by any number, either in
parties againft each other, or each perfon for himfelf; and the conteft is,
who fhall hit the two pofts in the feweft ftrokes, and make his ball re.
treat from the laft one with fuch an accurate length, as that. it fhall
lie meareft to the oppofite end wall of the agea. The firft ftroke is made .
from within a few inches of what is called the deginning poff, and the
player dire@s his ball as precifely as he can on the oppofite one, that he
may hit it if poflible, computing at the fame time the force of his ftroke,
fo that, thould he mifs it, (which from the diitance may be fuppofed to be
moft frequently the cafe), his ball may rebound from the end wall, and lie
withia a moderate diftance of the poft, and before it, 5. ¢. between the two
pofls, rather than between the poft and the end wall. The reafon of pre-
ferring this fituation of the ball, will appear by refle@ing how much eafier
it isin that cafe to fend the ball, after ftriking the poft, back again towards
the other one. The fkill of the game\conﬁ(h in ftriking the poft in fuch
a way, whether full or otherwife, as may fend the ball towards the place
where you with it to reft. It combines the addrefs required both in golf
and in billisrds. Five points make the game; and fuch is the difference

between a capital and an ordinary player, that the former will give four
points

rd
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tweed the two towns and the fea), and excited by the
example of their parents. To preferve the tafte for this
ancient diverfion, a company of gentlemen, about 18 years
ago, purchafed a filver cup, which is played for annually
in the month of April, and is for a year in the poffeffion
of the viGor, who is obliged to append a medal to it, when
he reftores it to the company. The inhabitants of Mufel-
burgh had need to watch over this precious field for health
and exercife, left in fome unlucky period the magiftrates
and council thouid be induced to feu it out, on pretence of
increafing the revenue of the town. At prefent it is a
common, to which every burgefs has a ri‘ght of pafturage;

~ although part of it has already been let off in feu, which

has made the entry to the town, both from the eaft and
weft, lefs free and open than it formerly was, and greatly
decreafed the beauty and amenity of the place.

Education.~There is now, and there has long been 3
flourithing grammar fchool in this place, under the patro-
nage of the magiftrates and town-council, (with the mini-

fter) ; who, upon an agreement with the heritors of the pa-

rith, fettled a falary on the matfter, payable ogt of their
funds, in lieu of which they accepted of the dués arifing from
mortcloths

points of the game, and frequently be the winner. This fuperiority of
play I experienced myfelf at a kolf baan near the Hague, after I had con-
fiderable praftice in the game, and was, in fa®, no mean player. With
" the advantage of three points I was completely beaten, and even when I
‘qt four, I could hardly preferve any tolerable equality.

A great advantage of the game of #o/f is, that it can be played at all
feafons, and in all weather, as the place is as clofe as a houfe, while, at
the fame time, by opening the windows, which are very large, you may
have a fufficiency of air. There is generally a kind of apartment at one
end of the kolf baau, two or three fteps higher than the floor, where fpec-
tators may enjoy the fight of the game, as far as the clouds of tobacca
fmoke, wiih which they commonl, fill it, will allow.

-
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mortcloths at funerals, which were part of the funds at the
difpofal of the heritors. The fchoolmafter has a falary of
L.28 per ammum, and a good houfe and garden. The
town-council and principal inhabitants have lately en-.
abled their laft incumbent, who in his younger years had
a flourithing' fchool, to retire on a penfion ; and' Mr-John
Taylor, from Kelfo, has been appointed in his room, with

fo mugh approbation of the public, that his houfe is alrea- '

dy filled with boarders. This town is confidered as in fo
healthy 2 fituation, and is fo convenient for education, (ha-
ving the advantage of eafily procuring the beft maflers
from Edinburgh, for the French and Italian languages,
mufic, drawing, and other accomplifhments), that of late
years boarding fchools for young ladies have met with
great encouragement. At prefent there are two of much
eminence, of which Mifs Grant and Mifs Primrofe are go-
vernefles ; befides a third at a lower board, by Mifs Neil-
fon, who merits énd meets with encouragement. There are
feveral very good writing- mafters in the place ; and Mr Tho-
mas Salmon, teacher of dancing, has been eftablifhed here
for more than 30 years, and continues to teach with increa-
fing reputation. While the mafters and miftrefles of thofe
fchools preferye their reputation for ability, diligence, and
tender care of the children, and coatinue to admit boarders
and {cholars at a reafonable rate, the additional advantages of
fitpation cannot fail to procure them full employment. By
means of the bounty of the Duchefs of Buccleugh, and
the contributions of fome pious and charitable ladies of the
parifh, cthere have been Sunday’s fohools for thefe three
Years, both in Muflelburgh and Fifherrow ; which, though
unaoecceflary in geperal in Scotland, where the parith
ichools are fufficient, yet are of much utility here, where,
on account of the poverty and conftant occupations of the
parents, the infirnction of many children was neglefed.

3 " Surgeons,
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Surgeons, Difeafes, &5¢c.—There are four furgeons in this
parith, who, having been all well educated to their pro-
feflion, are, according to the mode of the country, confulted
and confided in as phyficians,.except in extraordinary
cafes, when doftors graduate are called from Edinburgh ;
which, being fo nigh at hand, is the reafon why no phyfi-
cian has ever fettled here. The parith is remarkably
healthy. Epidemical diftempers are fcldom fatal, except
the fmall-pox, which now and then {weeps away too many
children. Inoculation is.by no means univerfal, which is
probably owing to the influence the feftaries have over
the minds of their neighbours; an obfervation that is de-
rived from a perufal of many of the Statittical Accounts
already publifhed. They have, neverthelefs, great en-
couragement to extend the pratice, as one of the furgeons,
who has not been fettled here above 3 years, has inoculated
above 200, without having loft one. The havock hitherto
made by the {mall.pox, however, cannot be very great,
as during the whole courfe of thefe 40 years laft, (the fu-
neral records of which the writer of this account has exa-
mined), the higheft average for 12 years is 159, and the
greateft number in any one of thefe years is only 219.
Forty years ago, there were but three perfons in the parith
who had ever been troubled with the gout, and two of
thofe were not natives. At prefent they are chiefly firan-
gers who are troubled with that difeafe. The gravel is
alfo rare, which may be owing to the goodnefs of the wa-
ter, or rather to that new brifk {mall beer without hops,
which is the common beverage of the people; though net
fo much as it was formerly, as the twopenny has degene-
rated ; and cheap whifky, that bane of the health and mo-
rals of the people, has been fubftituted in its room. Nothing
feems more worthy of the attention of the Legiflature, than
thofe circumftances, however minute, which tend .to cor-
rupt the morals of the commons of this country, who have
fo long been remarkable for fobriety and virtue.

Longevity.
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Longevity.—There are always many aged people in this
parih, and what is of more importance, they preferve.
their vigour and their faculties to the laft. There are,
and bave been many women paft fourfcore, who travel to
Edinburgh with their creels, and return by mid-day;
men of the fame age are inany of them’ not paft la-
bour; and there are a few perfons at prefent living in this
parith, who, though approaching to 9o, are as ftont and
lively as fome others of threefcore ®. The oldeft perfon
now living is a woman of 94, who carried the creel in her
youth, and ftill {pins.

Low—~There is but one refident writer or attorney in
the parith, whe is the town-clerk, As all the fmall caufes
commence at the town-court, the parties in general are in-
duced to acquiefce in the firt judgment, whether they
think it right or wrong, as there is no advice at hand to
tempt them to carry it farther. Cuftom has taught them
to fobmit to the firft decifion, which happily prevents the
entail of feuds and endlefs litigation upon them.:

Morals and Manners.—The people of this parith are
not free from fuch vices, as are incident to perfonsin their
fituation. The faults that are attached to dealers in fmall
articles are not uncommon among them, but groat crimes
are very rare. Large cities are the nurferies of crimes, as
‘hey garnifh the means of privacy and concealment, as
well as of temptation. But populous villages, if not fa~
'ourable to fome of the virtues, are at leaft difcauraging
o fcandaloas vices; becaufe, in fo clofe 'a neighbourhood,
-very alion is perfely known, and there is no cenforial
rower half fo effe@ual as the opinion of equals. Few great

Vor. XVI E ' crimes

"« Robert Mitchell, a chelfea-penfioner and afs-driver, died lafl winter
‘1792 aged 91, and might probably have lived to 100, had he not firft
moke his Jeg, and afterwards, before jt was recovered, fallen into the fire,
nd been fcorched to death. 4
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crimes have been attempted, or bronght to light in this pa-
rith #. The manners of the people are open and hofpitable,
though not fo gentle and mild as might be expeéted from the
fubferviency of their ftate. But the influence women have
upon manners is prevalent in every condition . The change

in

& No perfon has been convicted of a capital felony fince the year 1728,
when the famous Maggy Dickfon was condemned and executed for child-
murder in the Grafs-market of Edinburgh, and was reftored to life in =
cart, on her way to Muflelburgh to be buried. Her hufband had been
abfent for a year, working in the keels at Newcaftle, when Maggy fell
with child, and to conceal her fhame, was tempted to put it to death.
She kept an ale-boufe in a neighbouring parith for many years after the
came to life again, which was much reforted to from curiofity. But Mar.
garet, in {pite of her narrow efcape, was not reformed, according to the ac-
count given by her cotemporaries, but lived, and d/ed again, in profligacy.
For 25 years paft the Stoo/ of Repemtance, that relict of Popery, has been
difcontinued in this parith, and one ftrong temptation to this crime of
child-murder, which formerly prevailed fo much, has been withdrawn.
This branch of penance has heen too long a difgrace to the country, and
bighly degrading to a refpettable body of men, who fat monthly ian
judgment, with little elfe to do, than to find out the fathers of the chil-
dren of licentions women. It had a gill worfe effe than that of degra-
ding the clergy, as it imprefled on the mjnds of the people an idea, that
there is no other crime great enough to deferve ecclefiaftical cenfures,
but fornication.

1 No change hasever been more complete and rapid, than that of man.
mers, in many refpects, within thefe 40 years. In the beginning of that
period, penny bridals, promifcuous dancing, and cards and dice were
abfented from and fhunned by the grave, becaufe they had been prohibi.
ted in the acts of Affemblies of an ancient date. Clergymen, in thofe
days, were fometimes libelled for dancing and playing at cards, even in
private houfes; as well as for fhaving or dreffing their hair, or dining in a
neighbour’s houfe on the Lord’s day. Happily thofe fié?iticus vices,an eafy
abftinence from which gave credit to the whole train of art/ficial virtues
in a falfe and hypocritical character, are now no more; and clergymer
and their families are on the fame footing in refpe to all innocent amufe.

’ ments

-
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in the drefs, too, of mechanics and labourers, is as remark-
able here as any where in Scotland, as, indeed, might well
be expe&ted from their vicinity to the capital.

Prices

N

ments, with perfons of the fame rank in any other mfeﬁon, as far ‘a,s is
confiftent with the dlgmty and guavity of the clerical charadter.

It is well known, that the maenners of a people are lhongcr than thc!i:
laws which pretend to regulate’them, when fuch regulasions are founded
ou falfe principles. Of this there is a recent example, which, being hard-
ly of importance enough to enter into general hittory, nuy not impro-
perly be recorded here.

‘. ) - .

Many perfons stow alive mufk remember with what & fit of geal and
hypocrify, (for they were mingled), the minds of great numbers were
feized, when the tragedy of Douglas was firt aed.in Edinburgh, in
December 17356. ,That play is now of the moft eftablifhed reputation,
and is juftly and uaiverfally admired as one of the mott excellent compo-
fitions in the Englifh language. On occafion of its iirlt appearance on
the theatre, a few clergymen, about feven or eight who were particular
friends of the author, in order to give him countenance, once or twice
attended the reprefectation of it, a practige at that time not prevalent,
though not altogether unufual. Such a ftorm was inflantly raifed szainft
thofe clergymen, that one would have thought that religion and morals
had then received a mortal blow, sithough plays had Leen frequented
for a long period in Edinburgh, by many people of the moft unexception-
able chara@ers, without animadverfion of any kind; and theugh feveral
of the moft cminent clergymen were well known to have attended the
theatre, when occafionally in Londoa.

The prefoytery of Edinburgh and the prefbytery of Glafgow met again
and again on the {ubje@; wrote warm letters to the feveral prefbyteries,
to whom any of the offending clergymen belonged, iufiting on their pro.
ceeding againft them, and bringing thcm to condign punifhment; emit-
ted admonitions aod exhortations againft the offenfive pratice, and or.
dered them to be read in all the churches within their bounds.  In every
inftunce, however, except two, ope of which was carried as far as the
Supreme Court, and of which the iffue is to be fecn in the magazines of

that
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Prices of Provifions, 89c.—The prices of provifions here
are entirely regulated by the rates at Edinburgh, with which
: there

that time, the offence wag done away in the moft private manner by the
feveral prefbyteries who had been wrote to. But even the General Af-
fembly was induced to make a declarstory aét againft the flage, enjoining
all prefbyteries to take care that none of the minifters of this cburch do upon
any occafion attend the theatre. In fhort, the country was excited into a
flame on this trifling occafion, though not quite fo frong and extenfive,
yet fimilar to that which was raifed 23 years afterwards in oppofition té

the Popifh bill.

This violent explofion of zeal, which certainly does no honour to the
annals of the church, was not wholly owing to the offence taken by
fome well meaning people. It was well known that fome thare of poli-
tical ennity was added to it, which ferved to blend parties together in 8

. fnanner theretofore unknown on fo flight an occafion. The fpirit of ec-
clefiaftical faltion likewife mingled deeply in it, and contributed to in-
creafe the clamour, in order to fix a ftigma on certain clergymen, whe
were looked upon with a jealois eye, by fome who then aéted as leaders
of the church.

But what was the fequel? The plans of ecclefiaftical intrigne were
unveiled, and funk into contempt. The courfe of public fentiment and
manners becoming gradually more liberal, proved too ftrung for fuch
narrow and bigotted principles. Mr John Home, the author of the tra~
gedy in queftion, the fuperior merit of which was slteady generally ac.
knowledged, having new views opened up to him, demitted his charge in
the month of June 1757, and withdrew from the church without the leaft
animadverfion on his condu@. In a few years clergymen from many
different parts of the country, as well as fome in town, occafionally at-
tended the theatre, and feveral of the moft refpe@able minifters continue
to do fo, not only without any cenfure from the cbarch, but withont any
fort of offence being given or taken.

It is well known, that the clergy of no Chriftian country in the world
are in general more blamele(s in their morals, and lefs reprehenfible in
their conduct, than thofe of the Church of Scotland § and while they are

not
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there is an almoft hourly commaunication. The fithwives
will rather take their chance of a market.in that city, than
£l their fith at a reafonable price here; infomuch, that
the people of }his parith are chiefly fupplied by women
from Preftonpans, who are tog diftant to .go and. return
with their burdens daily to Edinburgh ; and who, when
they have not fith from their own boats, are glad to pur-
chafe them when they can get them at Fifherrow, and di-
firibate them among the opulent families here. Notwith.
fanding all this, fith was long a cheap article hexe, till
the demand at Edinburgh increafed, and the haddocks left -
our coafts about fix or feven years ago. Fortunately they
have again returned in fmall numbers about the time of
drawing up this account, namely in June 1793. The only
article we have cheaper than at Edinburgh is cdals, which
is owing to our vicinity to the pits; and the only atticles
we have, perhaps, of better quality, are the produce of
the garden and bread. This laft advantage we owe to our
lying between Edinburgh, and the beft. wheat farms in
Eaft Lothian, from whence our bakers are fupplied. The
bakers here, about 50 or 6o years ago, more than halif fur.
nithed Edinburgh and Leith with wheat bread, and ftill
continue to vend a confiderable quantity there, notwith-
flanding their paying higher mill dues than #re paid any
where elfe ; but they have cheaper houfes and firing than
caa be had in the city, which more than compenfates them
for the high price of mealing. It muft be obferved, how-
ever,

sot likely to abufe fuch a privilege, it may well be prefumed that occa-
fional accefs to the theatre, efpecially when the moft eminent actors have
appeared, has contributed to improve their ftyle and pronunciation, and
to banith from the pulpit that ruftic vulgarity with which it was once
sproached.
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ever, that'a confiderible quantity of Edinburgh bread is
alfo vended here. The neceflaries of life are no doubt
much dearer than they were thirty or forty years ago, bug
the wages of labour have increafed in a much greater pro-
portion. For 12 years preceding 1760, the price of beef
here by agreement was 2% d. for one half of the year, and
g d. for the other half. It is now at the rate of 3{d.and
4d. But the wages of labour have, in moft cafes, been
more than doubled fince that period ; fo that the inferior
clafles, who fubfift by their labour, and are - underftood
chiefly ‘to ufe the neceflaries of life, and not its luxuries,
have no ground of complaint. On the contrary, their
condition is much improved, efpecially ‘as the taxes do not
extend to many articles of their confumption. Soap, can-
dles, and leather are the only neceffaries that are taxed
which are within their reach. If they wi/l bave whiky,
it is fit they fhould pay for it. Malt liquor is ftill very
cheap, viz. 13 d. per pint, or 2 Englifh: quarts, though it
muft be owned, it is inferior in quality to what it for-
merly was, on account of the high price of barley; which,
it is to be heped, inay not be of long continuance, as the
firft very good crop may reduce it as much as was done in
the year 1779.

If any clafs of men have ground of complaint amidft the
high profperity of their country, it is thofe of ranks fu«
perior to the labourers and artifans, who, having fixed fa-
laries, or unimprovable livings, cannot .now afford to live
38 they have formerly done ; many articles for the table,
befides butcher’s meat, which has been raifed above one
fourth, having been doubled or tripled within thefe 44
years. But ftill it is more owing to the change in the
modes of living, than to the increafed price of provifions,
that difficulties are incurred ; for this creates a neceflity of

is
]
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iskind. How few have philofophy or fortitude enough
to live in a ftyle inferior to their neighbours and equals!
‘When all are equally poor, none but fpendthrifts are.ever
in diftrefs. As the wages of labour are more than doubled,
the manner of living is entirely changed. Until about the
year 1460, the working people ufed no bread but oat cakes.
Since tha\t t!me, however, the ufe of wheaten bread has
been increafing ; and now, bread made of oat meal is not to
be met with, bat in houfes of gentlemen as a rarity. At
the period before mentioned, working people ufed little
meat but falted mutton in winter. Salt herrings too made
great part of their &itchen, (opfonium), a word that here
fignifies whatever gives a relith to bread or porridge; the
laft of which is not yet in difufe, but ftill continues, with
milk or ale, to make the breakfafts and fuppers of children
and apprentices., Through the year freth or new killed
beef is now fubftituted for falted. ‘

Morkets.—There is a2 market for butcher’s meat in
Muflelburgh every Friday, and one in Fifherrow every
Tuoefday. There is a much greater number of animals
killed here, than are confomed in the parifh, to the amount
of fome bundreds of fheep weekly in the feafon, and a
proportional number of black cattle, lambs, calves, and
bogs. But they are chiefly for the fupply of the markets
d Edinburgh and Leith, which are frequented by our but-
ciers. From this it may be inferred, that our provifions
we equally good with theirs, excepting fome choice beafts
tiat maft fall to the fhare of the Edinburgh butchers. Veal
to maft be excepted, which is rarely good here, and has
lacly degenerated. Our pork, which is chiefly purchafed
fom the farmers of Eaft Lothian, is remarkably fine; and
ar lamb is faperior in quality, as the butchers have inclo-
fres at hand, in which they are kep; till they are wanted.

Poor,
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Poor *.—Since the year '178\1, the. poor of this parith
have been penfioned in their own houfes. Their number
. L . -m

# Soon after the prefent incumbent was fcttled in this parith, the heri-
tors and other principal inhabitfnts, with the landable defign of providing
better for their poor, efpecially aged perfons and children, ere@ed and
furnithed a poors-houfe, or work-houfe, at very confiderable expence, which
was ready for the reception of the poor at Whitlunday 1752. The beft
rules of management that could be devifed or collected were ordained, and
the houfe went on for many years, to the comfort of the poor, and the fa-
tisfaction of all concerned. An additional expence, as was expeéted, be-
fides the huilding, was incurred for the maintenance of the poor, and an
affeffment s laid on the heritors that year for the firft time. The object
then being not the moft parfimonious plan of provifion for the poor,
but their comfortable fubfiftence, and the prefervation of the young
among them, from idlenefs and profligacy: The arguments arifing from
the danger, by means of fuch inftitotions, of eraing the fenfe of flame of
dependence on the poors: funds from the minds of the indigent, or of
blunting the feclings of compafion in the hearts of their relations, did not
occur; or if they had, would have been confidered as the fuggeftions of
avarice, in no refpect applicable to the ftate of this parith. The affefi-
ment was continued ; and as the towns were populous, it was thought no
more than jutice that they fhould contribute their fhare. They accordingly
were affefled of a certain fum by the anoual mecting of heritors and elders,
which was proportioned among them by a large committce of the inhabi-
tants appointed by the meeting. By this means thofe who frequented any -
&f the meeting-houfes, or abfented altogether from public worfhip, were
made to contribute their thare, as well as thofe who regularly attended
the Eftablithed Church, and paid both by their collections and by affuil.
ment, )

At the end of 30 years, many difficulties having occurred from the hack.
wardnefs of fome to pay their affefiments, and a conftant intrigue ‘gmon‘
the inhabitants about fumithing neceffaries, or employing the poor, the
moft difinterefted xmong the managers became heartily tired of the buii.
nefs. Add to this, that the houfe and fumiture came now to need a thoe
rough repair, which could not have coft lefs than L. 300 Sgu-]i“x; all
which, together with an opinion, that the poor could be majntained cheaper
in their own houfes than in the poors-houfe, induced the heritors, and 3it
concerned, after two yeafs deliberation, to fell the houfe, and add the Pprice
o the poor’s funds, which was accordingly done in the year 178z,

T2
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i about, 310y none of whem are alawed miore than 1s. per
week, snd fotie have culy 6d *. an allowance fo fcanty,
us leaves then bat in a very wretched flate, when they are
entirely paft their induftry : and were it not for private
charities, or fubfidiary funds, muft be wholly infufficient to
fupport nature. The fum laid on for the fupport of the
poor bas for fome time been L.ar§, of which above L.65
is peid from tive colleions ; which have fallen fo much thort
of the deburfernents on account of bad payments, and con-
troverfies that have arifen, that the heritors and feffion have
been obliged to encroach on the price they received for the
poors-houfe. Of late years it has been thought proper to
follow the dire@ions formerly given by the' Sheriff of -the
county, and to lay on the affeffiment for the poor, according
to a reatal of all property in the parith, as the moft certain
snd equal rule { by which to levy the poor’s funds. Various
difficulties

# For eight or ten years after the houfe was firft gccupied by the poor,
they were maintained at the very cheap rate of 1 5. 2§ d. per week a.piece.

f It is remarkable, that not a few of the clergy in their Seatiftical
Accouants, exclaim againft the change, thit of late years has been made in
many parifbes; in their method' of maintaining. the poon, which has nog
been entirely by collections at the church doors, as formerly, but partly by
diefiments, and thence take occafion to wara their country spaingt poors
7ufes as a-heavy burden, that even England is not able to bear. Bot thefe
writers do not feem to have fufficiently attended to the alterxtions in the
fite of the country in geverul, and of many parithes in particulan, within
this half century. They feem not to have' adverted to i, that the poor
bive increafed, and that the weekly colle®fons mve beeu diminithed, for
wiows reafons, in many parithes:during that petiod, while the expence of
meintsining any poor perfon has neceflarily increafed, with the increafed
peices of labour, and the neceflaries of life.

lt cannot be denied, that where the colle@tions are fufficient for the pur-

yoic, there is no plan for the maintenance of the poor that can be com.
: pared -
Vor. XVI. F
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difculties having occurred, refpelling the mature of the
property liable to the payment of thefe affefinrents, parti-
' cularly

pared to it, eitber in refpect to the nature of the fund, or the purity of its
mlqngcmént. But where they are infufficient, recourfe muft be had to af-
fefl :ents, or poors-rates, as they are frequently called, per invidiam; be.
caufe that i< a term that ought to occafion no fmall alarm, though in very
material refpeds, they are entirely different from the tax of that name in
England * Thofe affefiments, when recourfe muft be had to them, ought in
juftice and common fenfe to be as equally and fairly laid on as poflible. In
country parithes, where there are no other inhabitants, but landholders and
their tenants and cottagers, when the colle@ions are infufficient, the bur. -
den maft fall ypon the land, that is, on the benitors and their tenants, be-
&aufe the cottagers are unable to pay. But in large towns fuch as this,
where the rents of houfes and other rentable property are equal to that of the
1and rent. it would be quite unreafonable and unjuft to throw the whole
burden on the land ; and no rule feems to be more equal than the rental,
deducing 2 fourth for repairs. and always exempting the houfes below a
certain fum, to vary according to the circumftances of the place. I know
few fubjes, that more deferve the attention of all men of property of this
country, landed or otherwife, than the maintenance of the poor.. At pre-
fent, when they are paft their labour, they-are wretchedly ill fapported in
towns, - though nothing can be laid to the charge of the adminiffrators for
the poor, who manage their feanty funds with the itmoft frugality,. Were
it not for the great number of focieties in this, and in other.parifhes of like
defcription, who, . by means of weekly fubfcriptions of fmall fums, raifea
fund tor 2id to their members, when they are laid off their work by ficke
nefs, or for annuities to their widows after their deceafe, the poor would
become a much heavier loa+t on the opulent than they are at prefent.

There are many ufeful hints and obfervations on this fubje@ in the dift
ferentStatiilical Accounts; and none, that the writer of this article has obfer-
ved, better than thofe that are to be found in the account of the parith of
Portmpoak, (vol.. 5. p- 156), It muft be obferved, however, that theauthor,
after having ftated the difadvantages that arife frum s legal provifon, im.
mediately propofes to have the fubferiptions of focieties authorifed by law,
which feems to be making them liable to thofe very difadvantages which
e had juft ftated. For the method he approves of feems little different

. ! from

® See Statiflical Account of Allos, vol. 8, No. 40:
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cularly whether mslk and coal rents were legally fubje& to
them, law-fuits have beer carried on, which ftill remain
undecided at the end of five years. This proves cither that
the laws on the fubjeft are very defe@ive, or that law pro-
cedure is more dilatory than could have been expeded, in
matters that relate to the police of the country.~—Notwith-
flanding the difficulty there is in providing for the ordinary
poor, it muft be ewned, that perfons of condition in this
pariih, (oot to mention the family of the patron, which re.
fides half the year in the neighbourhood, 3nd is a never-
failing fource of beneficence to all proper objeés), are al-
ways ready to relieve the wants of the indigent, who are
not en the ordinary roll.

Advantages.—The parifh of Inverefk has every advan-
tage in point of air and climate, that is to be found in any
fitnation fo far north. It is pleafant and bealthy, and none

' but

from that eftablithed here, vie. an affeffiment on all the inhabitants, except
the pooreft clafs, by a rental ; excepting only in this, that it.is not under
the authorlty of law. ‘T'be one is hithesto voluntary, and the other 13 not.
But experience-teaches us, that no centribution remains long juft and equal,
fhat is voluntary. Peshaps it may be wife, in many cales, to give up the
rormer, for the fake of the greater energy of the latter. What the writer
hereof would numbly faggeft to the leading people of this country is, a
well-digefted poors law ; and in the mean time, he would earneitly call the
mtention of refidimg heritors to the c.re of the pour, who fhould have two
cbje@s conftantly in their eye, 1ft, A comfortable prov.fisn for fuch asare paft
Geir labour, and for children ; and 2dly, Good economy, and the moft eq.al
ad impartial method of raifing the funds. Where the Sundays collect-ons
are fufficient, nothing can be fuperadded to the care and vigilance, the dife
iwereftednefs and frugality of the elders of the refpe@ive parithes, but a
litle more infpeQion and encouragement than is ufual on the part of the
heritors. . .

N. B. There has ao a& of Parliament paffed in July 2993, putting all
the charitable focieties who chufe to accept of it under legal protection
wiich extends to Scotiand. .
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but thele whe are difpefed to be idle cun waat employ-
meat. Their fubfarviency to the city of Edinburgh for
many neceflary articles furnithes conflant bufinefs to the in-
daftrious, and a ready market for every thing they carry
there. As thereare no great manufa@ories eftablithed in
the parith, theve is noe fudden fp&uation between riches
and poverty, and confequently no grest hopes or fears are
excited ; and no great rifks are run in the humble, but fleady
and fafe employments, in which the bulk of the people are
engaged. They are in general contented and unambitious,
and would always be fo, did not their conftant intercounrfe
with the capital, which is of fo much sdvantage to them in
other refpefts, expofe them to the falfe arts of indefatigable
feducers, who, under pretegce of Reform, with to fubvert
the prefent happy government, and introduce democratical
anarchy in jtsftead. They have all the pleafures of an ex-
tenfive fociety, and of a conftant intercourfe with firangers,
which has the effe& of exciting focial affe@ions, and intre-
ducing wrbanity among them. Being the inhabitants of a
very ancient burgh, and many poffeflors of tenements ha.
- ving enjoyed them from father to fon for bundreds of years,
there is a kind of modlefe, fo to call them, among the
burghess, who think themfelves entitled to more refpe&
than the reft, and who often deferve and cbtein it. Add
to this, that here may be 'learned all the neceflary arts or
trades, and likewife the rudiments of a liberal cducation,
to qualify the youth of both fexes for the feveral lines of
life in which they may be engag'ed, at Jefs expence, and
with lefs danger of the infeQicn of bad ccmpany and exam-
ple than in large cities.

Improvements—Within the ccurfe of 40 years, their
condition has been greatly irr proved, as has been mentioned
: ' already,
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siready, and ceuld be pointed out in many more inftanees,
One other article needs only be mentioned, which is the
improvement of their houfes, that has taken glace of late
years. The materials for building are cheap and at hand,
and the proprietors have rebuilt many of their old cottages,
and made handfome and commodious dweltings for them-
felves, with upper floors, to let for fea-bathing, or for fum.
mer lodgings ; which the inhabitants of the capital find very
agreeable and convenient, as they are at fo fmall a diftance
from the foene of their bufinefs, and they can have the op-
portunity of going to town every day in one of the five
ftage.coaches eftablifhed here, or in thofe that pafs from
Prefton-Pans, Haddington, or Dunbar, fromn nine in the
morning till two in the afternoon.

Difadvantager.—There are few or no difadvantages to
which this place is liable, that are not common to many
other burghs of the fame defcription, and which chiefly arife
from 3 defe&ive and carelefs police. This is owing to the
magifirates being too much on a level with the other
burghers, and too dependent on the good will of the popa-
Iace for their livelihood, which checks their exertion of au-
thority, and makes them timid in the execution of the
laws®, There is one horrid nuifance, which was formerly

almoft

% Above 30 years ago, there were a few independent gentlemen sdmit-
ted to the coupoil and magiftracy, who gave & béginning to & firicter me-
thod of police, and who paid due attention to markets, and weights, and
meafores, and to the clesning of the ftreets and lanes, and the foppreffion of
wgrants, and who, notwithftanding, preferved their popularity with all
nnks. Had their plans been followed ont, this village, confidering the
great rife in their revenue fince that period, muft have been the moft cofn-
mudious and inviting place to live in of any in Scotlamd. I is the more

isconceivable in them, to preclude themfelves from the weight and emergy
of perfons of the above defcription, that they have no political power, not
being
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almoft entirely abolithed, which now prevails moré than
ever ; that is, the killing anirnals in the fireets; a pra@ice
contrary to law, moft unwholefome, and highly offenfive.
Confidering that the place is fo much reforted to for edu-
cation, it is not merely a fhame ; it is criminal, to fuffer
the youth to be daily fhocked with, or hardened to the
dying agonies of animals, and to be obliged to wade in filth
‘ang gore in paffing along the ftrcets.—The ftate of the
cburch too is a great difadvantage to the panfh. Befides its
ruinous condition, it is too {mall, and at too great a diftance
&rom the populous towns, which are almoft four fifths of
the whole. It has been obferved, that this place had the
edvantage of an almoft hourly communication with Edin-
burgh, by means of fithwives, carriers of all forts, and flage-
" coaches, which rendered the conveyance of letters both
cheap and commodious. Of late, on pretence of ferving
the place, the General Poft-office has extended a penny.
poft over us, which turns out a real grievance. Our cor-
refpondents at Edinburgh pay a penny on putting in their
letters, and we have three halfpence to pay when they are
delivered here. It is not believed, that there is fuch a piece
of extortion in any part of Great Britain. In London, one
peony is all that is exalted. This muft appear doubly op-
prefive, when it is confidered, that we are not allowed the
benefit of our fituation, 6 miles eaftward on the poft-road to
London, but have our letters carried pafl us to Edinburgh,
and fent back at the additional charge of a penny per letter.
This is a real grievance, that deferves more attention than
all the fmaginary ones, that have of late been fo loudly come.
plained of.
) Roads.
being 2 royal burgh; and therefore they can, or at leaft owght, to have ne

other object, but the laying out of the revenue for the good of the come
munity.
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Roads.—The roads, too, in the parith are thonght to be
in 2 worfe ftate than any in the county of Mid-Lothian, for
which the magiftrates are not to blame, as their fireet,
which make jths of 2 mile of the poft road, are kept in
very good order. Confidering how largely the inhabitants

of this parith contribute to the roads, by paying at the
turnpike gates between this and Edinburgh and Leith, and
that the very nomerous carriages of the parith have for
many years been under the direQion of the county, Yhis
feems very unaccountable. The roads leading to the coal
pits are kept in better order, which is of much advantage
to the inhabitants, not merely for their own fupply with
fuel, but for the fake of a great number of people, who
earn their livelihood by the cartiage of that article®. The
pavement or caufeway of the fireets is kept in tolerable
good order; but the foot paths in wet weather are thame-
folly dirty, which is the more inexcufable, as the town
draws above L. 70 per annum for the dung of the fireets,
which formerly were a charge to them. It may likewife
be obferved here, that too little attention is paid to the ac.
commodation of trades people and labourers, who have oc-
cafion to travel fo frequently to the neighbouring town of
Dalkeith. Forty years ago, when the fields were unin-
clofed, the road to that town from Fifherrow was a mile
nearer than it-is now, The road from Muflelburgh has
likewife been much lengthened by means of inclofures,
The road is narrow, and the people who travel on foot are
Jorced to go, for at leaft 2 mile, in mud over the fhoes, be-
tween two walls or hedges, or to break over the fences; a
little attention, and a very fmall expence, might re&ify
this.
Conflitution.
® Since the above was written, the county have repaired the poft road
thnagh the parifh.
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‘Conflitution~The fame objeQions lic againtt the coufti-
tation of this burgh, as againft many other burghs of Scot-
land, viz. that they are liable to an oligarchy, and that it is
impra&icable, as the law now ftands, for the burgefies to
obtain any redrefs for the mifmanagement of the pablic re-
venue ; and they are attended with the fame ill confequen-
ces as in other burghs, wviz. the difcontent and bad humeur
of the inhabitants. It muft be owned, that it is not pro-
bable, that the finances would be better menaged in the
hands of thofe who complain, than in the hands of the pre-
fent fet ; for, befides that many of the grounds of complaint
would be fdund to be imaginary, if enquired into, the cor-
poration {pirit is ftrong enough to infe& the new entrents
as well as the old poffeflors. Ancient conflications ought
to be refpeted, and innovations are dangerous. Al tins. is
allowed ; and it is farther granted, that a too popular or
democratical government, is more tumultuous and hazar-
dous than one in- the contrary extreme; aud that it is not
improbable, that the experience of fuch evils may have, in
_ ancient times, been the reafon for devolving fo much power
into the hands of the town-councils. Neverthelefs, the
circumftances of the times, and the change in the flate of
the burghs, might be .attended to; and it may be wife in
our legiflators, at their leifure, in times of tranquillity, to
confider whether or not, without incurring any of the abowe
mentioned dangers, a plan ought not to be devifed, for
preventing at lealt the exclufion of the principal citizens
or burgefles in rotation, into the councils of their fe-
fpetive towns, and of putting an end to that oligarchy,
or government of a few, which is apt to extinguith in
the holders of it every idea but that of preferving
their own power; and obliges them, for this purpofe,
to elefl into their body infignificant people, or up-

. 3 ftarts
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flarts and firangers, and to exclude the moft wealthy and
refpe@able of their burgeffes. It is this narrow f{yflem of
municipal and political government, which is fo irkfome to
the inhabitants of many burghs in Scotland ; which fours
their minds, and difpofes them to liften with greedy ears
to pretended pluns of rgfrm in the conflitation, however
remote their conne@ion may be, with the redrefs of any
real grievances they have to complain of. ‘

And yet, after all, fuch a change ought never to be ate
tempted, till it hras been calmly confidered, whether or not
fuch an attempt may produce greater evils, than thofe that
are complained of. For when it is confidered, that to pro-
mote the virtue and happinefs of the people is the obje& of
Government, and that their liberty, both political and civil,.
is fafficiently fecured by the fundamental laws of the
realm, without expofing them to all the licenfe and debau-
chery of popular eleétions, a wife patriot will be patient
under partial evils, and cautious in feconding plans of re-
form, which are not meceffary to the fecurity of freedom,
and may tend to the corruption of the people.

Upon the whole, next to virtue and good morals, the
comfortable flate of this community depends on the profpe-
tity of the capital, with which it is fo much conneéted, and
ou the difinterefiednefs and aQivity of its magifirates, in re-
gulating the police, and laying out their funds In ufeful
improvements.

Vor. XVI. G NUM-
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. PARISH OF HERIOT,

{Coy~nTY oOF Mip-LoTHIiaN, SYNoDp oF LOTHIAN AND
TwEEDDALE, PRESBYTERY OF DALKEITH.)

By the Rev. Mr ALEXANDER HUNTER, Mintfler.

Name, Form, Extent, and Surface.
HE name of this parith, from all we can learn, feems
to have been always the fame. It is uncertain, how-
ever, what gave rife to it. Its figure is irregular. Its
length from E. to W. is about 10 miles, and its breadth
about 6, The furface is compofed of fome flat grounds on
the N. E.; of fome valleys on the fides of the rivers He-
riot and Gala, Jc.; but moftly of hills, iaclining to moun-
tains. The latter are covered with heath, fometimes in-
terfected with fields, which, after being a few years cropped,
are fown out, and afford pretty rich pafture for fheep. It
is ill-judged frugality, perhaps, in the farmer, not to fow
fome red, or, at leaft, fome white clover, along with his
rye-grafs, in thefe fields; this would both meliorate the
land, and enrich the pafture.

Rivers.
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Rivers.—The Heriot rifes at the weft end of the parifh.
Esfom-cleugh in Dewar, Garwell punks, and Blackhope
Scares are the fuppofed fources. It flows eaft, divides the
parith into two, and then lofes itfelf in the water of Gula.
The Gala rifes in the eaft end of the parith, at a place
called Nettleflat Wells, or Whitelaw Well, within the pro-
perty of Mr Borthwick of Crookftoun. It runs fouth,
pafles Galathiells, and then difembogues itfelf into the
Tweed. Thefe rivers abound with trouts, which gentlemen
come from all quarters to fith. It is much to be regretted,
that the gentlemen in the neighbourhood permit poachers
with nets to vifit thefe prolific rivers. A party of three or
four will fally out from Edinburgh, Dalkeith; &Jc. and in
a fhort fpace fill their creel or bag, by fweeping every thing
before them. They exemplify the old proverb, ¢ All is fith
“ that comes in the net.” Even the falmon, in clofe time,
which come up to fpawn, do not efcape a dreadful maf-
facre. During the autumnal months, and after a few
weeks, the water is covered with lights, compofed of old
facks, or rags and tar; and the /ffer *, as it is commonly
called, is heard plunging in every hole.

Animals~The quadrupeds are horfes, black cattle,
fbeep, hogs, hares, and badgers. The birds are partridges,
muirfowl, and plovers, €¢. befides the common domettic
fowls.

Soil, Cultivation, and Produce.~The foil in general, ex-
cept’in the valleys, is thin and gravelly ; it admits of a fti-
mulus, fuch as lime, and then is not a little produive.
The farmers often fay, * they have plenty of growth, if

¢ they

@ This is an inftroment with a long fhaft, having three or four iron
toes at the end, barbed, with which the fith are killed.



33 Statiftical Aecoynt

«they Had warmth of climate to bring it to maturity.™ It
yields very good oats, bear, peas, and" potatoes. Wheat
has been attempted, but with very Hetle fucces. Within
theft very few years, turnips and artificial gras have Beem
cultivated, and' they now obtain, as a part ef our {yftem
of farming; an improvement not more beneficial to the
land, than lucrative to the huffiandman ; the one prepares
the ground'for good<bear, and the other for excellent oats.

Pérms, Sheep, Wool, 89¢.—~The farms are of varionsextent,
from 5o tp 1000 acres, and letat various reats, according to
their quality and fituation, from L. 40 to L. 200 Sterling.
Theyare moftly laid'out in pafture. To this the farmer has a
natural predile@ion, and cheerfully devotes Lis attention,
care,and diligence. The flieep are of confiderable fize, hardy,
and thirive well. TNe firmers donot affe& the Englifh breed,
neither do they wifk to buy in new ftock. Such as are bred
on the ground they confider as more durable, and lefs liable
to difeafe. Tley bring-good prices, from L. 10 to L. 14
Sterling, the fcore ; their wool from 8 s. to 10s. the ftone,
Ewe cheefe abounds here. This, for-nine weeks, engroffes
almoft the whole attention of the bufy houfe-wife and her
maids. It is, perhaps, inferior to none in quality, cleanli-
nefs, and relith; and. makes no fmall additional income to
the tenant, The average price, for fome years paft, bas
beea about 7 s. the ftone.

Popalation.—1t is generally believed, that the population
of this parifk lras decreafed confiderably within thefe 20 or
30 years. Led farms are faid to be the chief canfe of this
depopalations True patriotifm, and even an enlightened
policy, according to our ideas, thould flimulate proprietors
to check this pernicions ppackice. The inbabivants .of. thes
villages, fuch as Hexiottows; Qbapel; tSe, are alfo dimi-

nifhed,
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pifhed, tiirough the bareful operation of tlic above fyfter.
The tenant havirg no ufe eittier for the Houfes or the in-
habitants, the former are fuffered to tumble down isto
ruins, and tire Iatter ot go in quelt of employment
foayewhere elfe. thwithﬁanding thefe difadvantages,
however, which have doubtlefs reduced the number of the
parifhioners witllin thefe 2o or 30 years, it is a fa, that
the population has intreafed confiderably upon the whole,

within thefe 40 years; for the number of" fouls at prefent’

(1794) in the parith amounts to - . 300
whereas the return tb Dr Weblter ini 1755, was only 209

-~

Hene thiere is evident] y att incréafe of - - ot "

The annual average of marriages, births, and deaths is
M 4- .

Religious Perfuafions~Of the above number, nearly the
one’ half are Burghier Seceders. Part go to a meeting-
bonfe, (as the commion phrafe is), at Stow, about 8 miles,
and part to Fala abowt 6 miles diftant.

Cburch.~The churchi isan old and infirm building. Tt
is fearcely fafe to perform‘public duty init. It is neither
dry above; nor decently feated. It is, perhaps, the moft
fhabby and ‘miferable place of accommodation for divine
fervice in Scotland. The heritors, however, have juft met
and agreed to make fome fmall repairsupon it; among which
there is to be a new bell, th old one being rent #. The manfe
was ia the fame ruinous fituation, but was rebuilt laft

year. Owing partly to the mecafures adopted by the
heritors,

@ On the old beil, there is this inlcription: * MARrtA wocer. Ao. Dal.
* Mcccecxveil Juenw. DAwis.”” The kirk is perhaps older than this
bell as shove fated, but there is no legend, infcription, of even tradition,
to founé an opinion upoa,,
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heritors, and partly to the negligence or incapacity of the
builders, it is fuperficial to the laft degree. Upon the leaft
blaft, it draws water from every quarter, and overflows the
rooms. This renders the houfe extremely damp, and con-
fequently dangerous to health. The ftipend is exadtly 1000
merks, including facramental elements. The glebe, about
14 Scotch acres, is partly arable, and partly fit for pafture.
There is a procefs for an augmentation going on. Sir John
Dalrymple is patron.

Proprietors.—The heritors are 7 in number, viz. Lord
Rofeberry, Sir John Dalrymple, Thomas Adinfton of Car-
cant, John Borthwick of Crookftoun, George Crantton of
Dewar, Simon Frafer of Ford, and Mifs Tait of Fala-hill.
None refide in the parifh.

School.—The fchool-mafter’s falary is 100 merks. The
average number of {cholars is 10. The {mallnefs of the
number is owing to the age and infirmity of the teacher,
who is above 70 years of age; to his ignorance of the lan-

. guages, and particularly to his want of a fchool houfe. He
has only a {mall cottage, and an area of about 8 feet
by 16, taken off the end of it as his fchool; and even
this is crammed with tables, forms, and other houfe-
hold ftuff, as the {chool-mafter has no place elfe te
lodge them. This want of accommodation greatly affe@s
the emoluments of the teacher, and the education of the
youth of the parith. The fees for teaching to read Englith
are 1s., writing and arithmetic 1 5. 6 d. the quarter. He is
alfo precentor, feffion-clerk, beadle, grave-digger; and yet
his whole income does not exceed L. 8 Sterling per annum.
This, with the paltry accommodation, holds out little en-
couragement to a teacher of any merit. Indeed, no man
who poflefles ftrength to lift a mattock, or to weild a flail, -

would
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would accept of fuch a difgraceful pittance. In thefe times,
when there is fuch a general rife in all the neceffaries of
life, what progrefs in learning or in fcience is to be ex-
pe&ted in any part of the kingdom, when that ufeful and
neceflary fet of men are depreffed by poverty ?

Poor.—There are no poor in this parifh, either in the
roll, or as vagrant beggars. Economy, joined to induftry,
has placed thofe of the inferior ranks above indigence.
They attend diligently to their refpe@ive bufinefs, and
reap the fruits of their own labours. Hence we may infer,
that our public fand is increafing; hence alfo, an affefl-
ment for the poor is unknown in this parifh.

Ompatzbui.—Beﬁdes the farmers and their fervants,
there are in the parith :

Carpenters, - 2 Weavers, - .4

Smiths, - - 3 Mafon, - S 1

Tailors, - - 2 Miller, - - 1

Prices of Labosr and Provifions.—The wages of a day-
labourer in hufbandry are 1s. and often 1s. 2d. per day,
withont maintenance, and 8d. and fometimes x0d.
with it per day. A man’s yearly wages are from L.y
to L. g Sterling. Thofe of a female fervant from L. 3 to
L.4 Sterling. It is a circumftance not unworthy of notice,
perhaps, that the draws only L. 1, §s. or L. 1, 10s5. for the
winter half-year, and all the reft, L. 2, 155. oreven L.3
Sterling, for the fummer. The fore farmer is the occa-
fion of this. Such as keep two maids for the winter re-
quire 4 or § for the fummer, in order to milk their ewes,
cut down their crops, and hoe turnips. Hence the de-

wages. A mafon’s wages are 18. 6d. with maintenance,
or
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or 2 5. without it ; a carpenter’s 1s. 6 d. without, or g d.
with it ; ¢ tgilor’s 8 d. with it, and all others in proportion.
The prices of proyifions, fince the year 1940, are doubled,
and fome tripled. Eggs, thes 1§ d. and 2 4, the dozen, now
fell at 5 d. and 6 4. and often are not even to be got; hens,
formerly 6 d. now draw 1s. 2 d. and 1s. 4d.; butter, for-
mesly 5d. js gow 9d. 1ad. and §§ the pounds butcher
meat, formerly 24 d. now 4d. and 5 d. per pound ; cheele,
formerly 35 oF 45. the fong, is now 73, snd 8s,;
cogls, fincg the year 1799, have rilen from B d. to 1s. 1 d.
the tb, which contains 400 Jb. Dutch weight. The grain
of this parith js carried to Dalkeith markst, (which is held
weekly on Thurfday), and fold for resdy money. Qats
bring from 12 s, to 185s. Sterling per boll, and bear from
14t Le1.

Raads and Inns.—The roads in the parith arg in a pretty
good ftate of repair, partignlarly the public or Gala-water
road. This is one of thg London roads. It comes from
Edinburgh by Laflwade, Cockpen, Middleton, Heriot,
Bankhoufe, Selkirk, (#'c. Gaad soads are one firikisg coufe
of the impravement of the country i this placs. Hariot
public honfe was the ancient ftage from Edinburgh, sad
was much frequented. It is near 16 miles from Ediaburgh.
1t belongs to 8ir Johs Dalsymple, but is now defarted by
genteel and fafhionsble cempany, im comfequence of the
ereition of two new inmg 3t Middietom and Bank-houfe.
Therg is another public houfe in the parith, ealled Sware~
boufe, which ia the property of Mifs Tain. There is one
toll-bar. near Heriot houfe, to the morth. It is raifed to
14 d. a faddle horfe, 3 d. a fingle, and 44 d. a double caze.

Fugp), ¥ ¢.~~Coals, peats, and, tyris, are ufed for fuel ; the
two laster abpund, in tha parifh, and the farmes is abaut
6 og 7 miles diftant, viz. Stobhill, belonging to Mr Dun-

. 3 .‘ . das
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das of Arnifion, at prefent Lord Advocate. We have no
manufaures here, which is very furprifing, as we have
abundance of water during the whole year for driving ma-
<hinery; and the rather, as we are near coal, and have plenty
of other fuel, as well as near market towns, fuch as Edin-
burgh, Leith, Haddington, Lauder, Dalkeith, &c.

Antiguities.—There are in Carcant fome veftiges of houfes
called Skiels-Walks; and on Rough{wyre ground, three Char-
ter Poles in different places, but no fatisfaltory account of
them can be obtained. There is on Heriot-town hill-head, 2
circle of high ftones, 70 or 8o feet diameter ; and on Borth-
wick-hatl Mid-hill-head, there are 3 large rings, or deep
ditches, about 100 paces diameter. Whether they were old
eacampments of the Romans, or of the Britons, Danes, Pidls,
and Scots, ‘we fhall not venture to determine ; all tradition
about them here is extin®. There is a circle on the fide
of the Gala road, near the Bridge, over the water of He-
riot, and behind & weaver’s cottage, belonging to the Abbey
of Melrofe ; to this place were driven horfes, cattle, fheep,
e, when they were poinded or rouped for behoof of the
eredifor. On the march between this and the parith of
Inverleithen, in the farm of Dewar, there is a grave, called
the Piper’s Grave. He was piper of Peebles *, The head
and foot flones are vifible to this day. On Dewar Hill, not
far from the above grave, there is a remarkable large
flone, called Lot’s Wife : the reafon of this title is unknown.
Atalittlediftance from this, there isthe Wolf. Cleuch, of which .

a traditional ftory t is afferted as truth.” A little from the
Vor. XVI, H " high

® The tradition is, that be engaged for a certtin wager, to blow from
Peebles to Lauder, at a certain number of blafts; that he failed in the at-
tempt, died there, and was buried on the fpot.

t The tradition is, that this clesch was inhabited by a wolf, which
hid wafte the country around, It attacked and deftroyed every paffen-

ger.
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high road, and not far from Heriot public houfe, there is 2
ftone, called Mary Gib's, from an unfortunate woman who
was burnt upon this ftone for a witch. The children, to
this day, in going and coming from fchool, affe& to be af-
fraid when they pafs by it.

Climate and Charafler.—The air in every “part of the
parifh s falubrious; hence the inhabitants in general are
very robuft and healthy. Some live to a great age. One
died lately, born in the laft century, and the laft minifter
was going 87. The people are induftrious, and highly
ceconomical, fober, peaceable; humane, and given to ho-
ipitality. Their drefs is quite fimple, and their manners
plain and unaffe@ed. They are regular in their attendance
on divine ordinances. They are rather badly accommo-
dated for houfes, which are fhabby dirty huts. Although
the parifh is within two or three miles of lime at Mid-
dleton, they are fill built of turf and ftone in regular fuc-
ceffion. The feats of our lairds are very little better.

Difadvantages.—There is no planting or inclofures in
this parith, except a cow park or two. This is certainly
a great defe@ in agricultural improvement ; befides, it
with-holds from the country a principal beauty; add to
this, that the lands have no fhelter, and even the very fheep
are fo expofed, as fometimes to be overwhelmed and buried
in the fnow by Tcores. A farmer loft about 12 fcore this
winter in one night. Such loflcs are the more ferious, as
fheep are the ftaple commodity of this parith. Two-horfe
ploughs are all in ufe here; there is no fuch thing as an

ox

ger. A reward was offered, that the man who fhould kill thisbeatt-thould
have thefe lands. Accordingly, one had the courage to engage it, and
fucceeded. He called the lands by his own name, Dewar.
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ox to be feen in the yoke. ‘We would be cautious to pro-
nounce this any real acquifition to the farmer. A dead ox
is better than a dead horfe, and a fat ox will iell any where,
when a fine horfe -will fcarce find a merchant. Befides,
they are cheaply maintained, and in general fteady plowers.
The rife of farms for fome years paft has been confiaerable.
This is partly owing to the odious praltice of one farmer
fubfetting to another. There are lands in the barony of
Sir John Dalrymple fub-fub-fubfit; the confequence is, the
original tackfman is a kind of fecond /aird, and the laft is
oppreffed with anxiety and toil to make up his rent. Far-
mers who enjoy the right of fubfetting are the moft exor-
bitant in their claims. Ye noblemen and gentlemen, pro-
prietors of land, fpeedily abolifh fub-fets and led farms; the
poor will blefs you, and poflerity unborn will rife up and
proclaim your patriotic virtues !

NUM.
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NUMBER IIL
PARISH OF CASTLETOWN,

(County oF RoxBURGH, PRESBYTEZRY or LANGHoLNM,
" StNop o Dumrries.)

By the Rev. Mr JAMES ARELE, Mmgﬂa-

Origin of the Names.

THE origin of the modern, as well as of the ancient
name of this parifh, is abundantly plain. Upon the
fummit of a precipice, about 100 feet perpendicular, on
the eaft bank of the river Liddal, and immediately above
the church, there was a ftrong fort or caftle, the rampart
and foflet of which remain entire : near to thefe, in the
place where the prefent road was formed, and in feveral .
other parts in the immediate neighbourhood, many hearth-
ftones were dug up, where a town or village had formerly
ftood. Hence the name of Caffle-town. But the ancient
name of this diftri&®, and indeed that by which it is fill
moft frequently denominated, was Liddifdale, from the
river Liddal, which runs through it in a dire&ion from eaft
to fouth. In the ancient hiftories, and geographical ac-
counts of Scotland, it is called the county of Liddi(dale, and

in old writs it s defigned the Lord/bip of that name. ‘
f Ereltion,
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" Erefion, Form, and Extest—This parith formerly be-
longed to the Prefbytery of Jedburgh; but when the five
churches of Efkdale were ere@ed into the Prefbytery of
Laogholm, it was added to them in the year 1743. This
was done an account of its great diftance from the former
feat of the prefbytery. Its form approaches nearly to that
of a triangle, whofe bafe runs from eaft to weft, along the

. head of Teviotdale, and whofe oppofite vertex points to
Solway frith. It contsina, according to the map of the
county, aboyt §2,160 acres. It is the largeft parith in the
fouth of Scotland, being ypwards of 18 nuIesmlenyh and
14 in breadth.

General Appearance, Woods, &9’:.—'1113 general appear-
ance of the upper part of theé parith is mountainous; the
lower part is hilly ; and all of it, at a diftance from the
banks of the rivers, is bleak and wild to a high degree.
But its appearance along the banks of the rivers is altoge-
ther different. Thefe are gemerally covered with natural
woods, or young plantations in a very thriving ftate. The
‘barren wilds are entirely hid from the view ; the windings
of the river, gad the fine holm land on every fide, prefent
the moft pi&ureigue fcenes, or exhibit rich profpeds to the
eye. Thefe are juftly defcribed by our native poet, Dr
Armftrong, in bis poem on Health®. The inhabited part

® e Such the ftream, o
On whofe Arcadian banks I firft drew air.
Liddal, till now, except in Doric lays,
Tun'd to ber murmars by her love-fick fwains,
Unknown in fong; though not a purer ftream
‘Through meads more flow’ry,—more romantic groves,
Rolls toward the weftern main. Hail facred flood !
May fill thy hofpitable {wains be bleft
In raml innocence ; thy mountains ftill
Teem with the fleecy race ; thy tuncful woods
For ever flourifh, and thy vales look gay, : -
With painted mudum‘md the golden grain'! Boek M.
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of the parifh confifts of two vallies. That along the Her-
mitage is about ten miles in length, from the fource of the
river to the point where it lofes its name in the Liddal.
At the head of this river the country is entirely mountain-
ous, The mountains are very high and fteep, but are ge-
nerally dry, and afford excellent theep pafture. The
greateft part of this ftream is fringed with natural wood ;
it pofleflfes much rural beauty, and exhibits the paftoral
fcenes of life in great perfe@ion. The other valley, or
ftrath, is that along the fides of the Liddal. Near the head"
of the parifh on the eaft, the rivers Liddal and Tyne, which
runs by Newcaftle, take their rife, in the midft of an im-
menfe bog, furrounded by mountains. This place is very
properly named Dead water, becanfe for a' confiderable
fpace neither of them can be traced as a running ftream.
The Tyne winds flowly to the eaft, between the bleak
mountains and the dreary waftes of Northumberland, by
Keelder Caftle ®. The Liddal runs due weft for a few miles,
and then runs due fouth. This part ot the country is
mountainous, high, cold and‘ moift, and lies under the
. thick and folitary gloom of continual fogs. For ten miles
down the river its banks are entirely naked ; the hills on
each fide produce a great quantity of grafs. At the point
where it is joined by the Hermitage the banksare covered
with trees. On the north fide the thriving plantations of
the Duke of Buccleugh, and on the fouth the plantations
and woods of Mr Elliot of Whitehaugh, near the confluence
of the rivers, form a landfcape highly beautiful. Here the
valley widens confiderably, and improvements .are every ,
where feen. From this hill' you reach the confines of .
Canonby ; the ride is very much admired by travellers.
The new town rifing in view, and building upon an ele-
gant

® Keelder Caflle is a bunting feat of the Buke of Northumbesland.
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gant plan ; the femicircular groves of trees, and the fertilo
fields, and windings of the river Liddal, contribute' their
various beauties to delight the eye. .

Mountains.—The principal mountains are Tudhope,
Millenwood-fell, Windhead, Greatmoor, Dun, Dod, Her-
mitage, Peelfell, Roan:fell, Larifton-fell, Carby-Laws,
and Tinnis hills. The laft mentioned is feen as a land mark
at a great diftance out at fea. None of thefe mountaips have
been meafured by the barometer. But when Mr Stobie
forveyed the county, he meafured thofe of the Cheviot,
Cartawifp, €&c. and when on the top of the higheft in this
parifh, he compared them with others by the Theodolite ;
by this it appears Tudhope is 1830 feet above the level of
the fea. Millenwood-fell and Windhead are about 2000
feet. Thefe are the higheft of them.

Rivers and Fifb.—The rivers are the Liddal, the Hermi-
tage, the Tweeden, the Kerfhope, (which divides the two
kingdoms), the Tinnis acd the Blackburn; with feveral
other ftreams of inferior note. All of them are plentifully
flored with trouts, and afford excellent fport to the angler,

Climate and Lomgevity—~The climate is very damp,
owing to two caufes. From its proximity to the Atlantic
Ocean, a great colle&ion of vapour arifes, which is attra&ted
by the mountains, and poured down in torrents of rain.
The other is owing to the nature of the foil and furface of-
the hills themfelves. They are generally covered to the
very fummit with a deep ftratum of mofs, which retains
the moifture ; under the mofs lies a bed of till, throngh
which the water cannot eafily penetrate. Notwithftanding
the dampnefs of the air, thofe who are bred in the country
¢njoy good health, and many of them have arrived at =

greay
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great age.  An inflance occurs of one Mr ELL10T of Red-
heugh, who lately, at the age of 86, rode 56 miles in one
day, without any inconvenience, tranfated bufinefs at a
public market, and returned to his houfe next evening,
without fleep. Qpe man now alive, JaMxs LirrICO,
married his third wife at 72, is now upwards of 93, enjoys
good health, and manages his ordinary bufinefs; another,
at the age of 80, is in fall vigour, and frequently walks to
Edinburgh. A woman, named Margaret Wyllie, died a
few years ago at the age of 113, in the poffeffion of all het
faculties till the day of her death.

Difeafes.—~The fcrophula prevails frequently among the
young, and rheumatic and flomach complaints among
thofe more .advanced in life. Inoculation is general.
Laft fpring a great number of children, fome men, and
women the mothers of children, were inoculated, and all
of them did well. At prefent the {mall-pox rages in the
natural way, and has carried off many. Prejudices ftill re-
main againft inoculation, chiefly among the Seceders.
Confumptions are” frequent. Epidemic fevers fometimes
vifit us, but are feldom fatal.

Skeep, Wool, t9c.—The rents of the parith arife chiefly
from theep, black cattle and horfes, and from tillage.
‘The theep are of the long kind ; there are no fhort fheep
in the country. The breed of fheep has been very much
improved of late yéars, by feveral individuals, who have
purchafed rams from the eaftern borders. The moft intelli-
gent obferve, that croffing the breed is not only the beft
method of improving the fheep and wool, but alfo of pre-
venting the difeafes to which they ate liable. By conti-
nuing the fame ram, the fheep are weakened, and difeafes
multiplicd, or rendered more inveterate ; by changing him,

it
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it is found that the furdy, and other difeafes, are lefs fre.
quent, The diforders moft prevalent are, the fturdy, the
ficknefs, the louping ill, the rot, and the braxy. Wedders
and draught ewes are fold to dealers from Yorkfhire. The
wool is fold for clothing to the manufa&uring towns in
England. Laft yearit fold at from 1§s. to 19s. the ftone;
this feafon from 11s. to 15s. The decreafe is owing no
doabt to the ftagnation of commerce. Moft of the farms are
feparated from each other by ftone dikes; but even where
they sre not, the flocks are permitted to wander at large
in their refpe&:ve paftures. They are never confined in
hirfels, nor in folds by night ; they feek their food at large,
and they know beft where it is to be found. They are all
over-laid with tar ; fome ufe palm oil in place of butter, and
approve of it. Thetheepare carefully wathed before thearing.
The pra&tice of milking the ewes is very much difconti-
noed ; where it is continued, it is only for a fhort time,
It weakens the fheep, and renders them lefs able to endure
the feverity of the winter. Every farmer provides a con-
fiderable quantity of hay againft the ftorm, and when ne-
ceflary, feeds regularly. Before this method was adopted,
much lofs was frequently fuftained in flormy feafons.

Black Cattle.—Some farmers bring a confiderable num-
ber of black cattle from the markets of Falkirk, Crieff, and
Down. They are fupported during the winter by the fog.
gage and coarfe hay, and fold in the {pring ; ar fed in good
pafture through the fummer, and fold fat about Martinmas ;
kyloes at from L.3 to L. s Sterling. Thofe bred in the
country are of the Dutch, Lancafter, or Galloway kinds.
The large kind fell at from L. 6 to L. g Sterling. Their pa-
fture is generally coarfe, excepting what lies upon lime-ftone,
which is very fine, but the produce is always very great.
The butter which is mage, even on the coarfeft pafture, is

Vor. XVI. 1 not
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not excelled by any in Britain. It is commonly obferved,
that the coarfer the pafture is, the butter is the better and
the richer. Even the mofly ground, though in appearance
barren, is of great ufe both for black cattle and theep. The
plant, called tbe mdfs, rifes before any other in the fpring,
affords excellent nourithment, and is carefully fought after
by the flocks. In thefe coarfe lands, there is a conftant and
regular fucceffion of different fpecies of grafs, which rife in
their refpe@ive feafons throughout the year.

8oil, Produce, and Cultivation.—The arable land at pre-
fent in tillage lies chiefly on the banks of the rivers. Many
hundred acres, formerly in tillage, are thrown into pafture
on account of the high prices of fheep and wool. The foil
of the holm land is excellent. It is fometimes of a light,
but moft frequently of a very deep and fine loam, and
where it is properly cultivated, it produces exceeding good
crops. Wheat has been fown, and turned out very well.
The ordinary crops are barley, or rough bear, peafe, oats,
flax, potatoes. Turnips have lately been introduced, and
fucceeded very well. Laft fummer, travellers from Edin-
burgh faw no turnips by the way equal to thofe on the fields
in this place. Within thefe few years, a confiderable quan-
tity of grafs feeds have been fown, and have produced éx-
cellent crops. From the nature of the holm land, and fitui-
ation of the country, turnips, barley, and grafs feeds, fuc-
ceeded by early oats, will probably be found the beft rota-
tion.—The ploughs in ufe are, the Englith plough, and
Small’s chain plough. The former, drawn by 4 horfes, is
ftill ufed by fome farmers, though, from the nature of the
land, there can be no doubt that Small’s chain plough, with
two horfes, would execiite the work, and anfwer the pur-

pofe much better, The ndges are made very narrow, and
l Yo 1 ' R YO « . Conﬁa
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eonfift of 8 furrows®. One farmer ufes a pair of oxen with *
Small’s plough, and approves of them.

Seafons.—Thotgh the hills are moift, yet from the reflece
tion of the fun from each fide of the valley, and its favour-
able expofure in the fummer, the weather is very warm,
and the harvefts are early. As foon as vegetation com-
mences in the fpring, it fhoots forth with wonderful vi-
gour and with great rapidity, and the ordinary produ@ions
of the garden arrive at great perfe@tion. Our harvefts are
much more early than in Canonby, or even part of Cum-
berland, though both of which countries lie to the fouth of
Caftletown Oats and peafe are fown in March and April;
barley in the end uf April or beginning of May, and they
are all reaped in September.

Population.—:l‘he population of this parith has decreafed
a little within thefe 40 years, as appears from the follow-
ing table. This decreafe is eafily accounted for, by feveral

farms, formerly let to different tenants, being now pof-
feffed

@ The whole of the holm land along the banks of the river appears
formerly to have been covered with wood, and the fides of the hills to
have been almoft entirely in cultivation § the furrows apd ridges are
plainand evident. But at this period, to fow corn on thofe places, or to
expet a crop, would be equally vain. What is the caufe of this change ?
When the vallies were covered with wond to a certain height, were the
fides of the hills more warm? Were the feafons themfelves then more
kindly, as traditien pofitively affirms ? Or were the inhabitants obliged
o cultivate the high grounds, when the lower were covered with wood ?
About the middle of the hills, on each fide the river Liddal, a deep ditch,
or a ftrong wall, appears to have been drawn almoft the whole length
of the country, beneath which lay the arable ground, where the old fur-
rows and ridges appear, and all above was either for pafture or common.
In thofe days every kind of fence was neceflary, not only from beafts of
the field, but alfo from the inroads of the plunderer.



63 Statiftical Account

fefled by one, and not a few by perfons, who do not refide
in, or belong to the parifh at all.

STaTisTICAL TABLE OF THE PARISH OF CASTLETOWN.
Number of fouls, in 1755, as returned to Dr

Webfter, - Mal. - 150%
o s es, 666

Ditto in December 1793, Females, 452 Inall, 2418
Majority of females, 86 Decreafe, 89
Number of inhabitants in the new village, 70
Marriages #.  Baptifms ®.

In the year 109, - - 4 © 38

: 1710, - - 7 50

- From 1449 to 1774, - - 464
_ From 1763 to 1770, - 43 -
‘ Aocks.

¢ With regard to marriages and baptifims, the parith regifter is very _
imperfe®®. Several books have been loft, which make blanks of confide-
rable periods. There is a minute inferted in the feffion récords, of date
‘ 17th January 164'9, which mentions, * That the Englith army, com.
« manded by Colonels Bright and Pride, and under the condu@ of Ge-
« neral Cromwell, on their return to England, did lie at the kirk of
« Cattletown feveral nights, in which time they brake down and burnt
« the communion tables, and the feats of the kirk ; and at their remo-
¢ ving, carried away the minifter’s books to the value of 1000 marks
« and above, and alfo the books of feffion, with which they lighted their
« tobacco pipes, the baptifm, marriage, and examination rolls, from
« O&ober 1612 to September 1648, all which were loft and deftroyed.”
From the accuracy with which this record had been kept, the lofs of it is
very much to be regretted. If we may form any judgment from the
number of churches and chapels in the parith at that time, with the
burying grounds.l and alfo from the ruins of many houfes and villages,
the number of thé inhabitants mutt Rave been much greater at that pe-
riod than at prefent. No aceount of the burials can now be given, be-
caufe there are three burying grounds fill ufed, and a mortcloth, the
property of private individuals, and not belonging to the Kirk-feffion.
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Aages. »
No. of fouls under 10 years Between 50 and 70, 234
of age, - 343 —~——— 70and 80, 31
— Between 10and 20, 380 ———80andgo, 14
20 and 50, 516 ‘9o and 100, I
CoNDITIONS AND PROFESSIONS.
No. of Heritors, refident, 4 No. of fmiths, [
Ditto occafionally, 3. mafons, 13.
Ditto non-refident, 4 joiners, 14
= farmers, - 46 weavers, 16
——— thop-keepers, 9 ————tfhoe-makers, 8
~~—— furgeons, - 1 cloggers, 3
~——— ftudents at the Uni- tailors, - 13
verfity, - 3 millers, 3
—————— clergymen, - 3 bakers, 4
~———— {chool-matfters, 3 ———=poor on the :
~———— innkeepers, 3 roll, - 74
. Farms AvD RENTS,
Number of led farms #, 15 Valued rent in Scotch
Greateft rent of thefe . money, L. 15,860
“sbout - . L 3oo Realdo.5t.about L.6coo
Stock.
No.of fheep, - 36,000 No. of ploughs, 44
= black cattle, 1300 ~——-— carts, about 150

Commerce, Provifions and Labour.~The only markets

for buotcher meat, groceries, £Fc. are Hawick and Lang-
holm ;

® Farms are fiyled led, whea one terant pofieffes two or mare, and

does not refide on them.
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holm ; fo that the prices of thefe articles are regulated by
thofe places, with the addition of a confiderable expence
for carriage. Butter, fold formerly at 4d. afterwards at
6 d. fells now at 9 d. per pound; a confiderable quantity is
put up in firkins, and fent to Newcaftle for the London
market. Dealers buy it on the fpot, and this feafon pay
L.1,13s L.1, 145. and L. 1, 1§3. per firkin, of 561b.
Englith. The price, however, frequently varies, running
from L. 1, 18, to L.1, 10s. Cow-milk cheefe fells for
4s. 6 d. per flone, and ewe-milk for 7s. or 7s. 6d. Hens
and ducks fell at 6d. each, chickens at 3d. and geefe at
18 6d.and 2s. Thefe articles have varied little in price
thefe feveral years. The prices of labour have rifen ex-
ceedingly within thefe 40 or 5o years, as appears from
the following comparative ftatement :

Wages in 1740. Wages in 1793.
A man fervant # with main-
tenance, from L. 3 to L.310 © fromL.8toL.1o 0 o
A woman fervant with ditto,
in fummer, - - o016 6% 210 ©
Ditto in winter, - - o § 0O 1§ o

A day labourer in winter,

withoat maintenance o o 6 o x o |
Ditto in fummer with ditto, o o 6 0 1 o
A tailor in winter, . o o 4 oo 8
Ditto in fummer, - oo 6 with maintenance, 0 o 8
Price of a pair of (hoes, o 4 6 o 6 ¢
Ditto of a pair of clogs, o 2 6 c 2 6
Church.

® Only 15 years ago 2 man’s wages were commonly L. 3, or L. 3, tos.
and the very bighett did not exceed L. 6.

4 Of this fum 12 % 6 d. was paid in money, and the other 4s. in one
ftone of wool. About the year 1730, & woman's wages were oaly s
groats and & woollen jerkin, .

]
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Cbarch, tc.~The church was built in 1999. The
rain penctrates through the walls, and part of the timber
is ah-eady rotten. The manfe and offices are a heap of
ryjns. They were built on the top of a hideouns preclpxcc,
about 100 feet of perpendicular height f, where there is
not a drop of water for the ufe of man or beaft. The late
Mr Rutherford found a {mall {pring about the middle of
the rock, which he endeavoured to draw up at a great ex-
pence ; the well was continually filling up, and is now en-
tirely wathed away. It is propofed to build a manfe and
offices in a more agreecable fituation next fpring. The
prefent incumbent is accoinmodated in the mean time with
a houfe a little more than two miles from the church.
The living is L. 83 : 6 : 8. The value of the glebe can-
not be accurately afcertained, as an exchange of land be- -
tween the Duke of Buccleugh and the minifter is jufl com-
pleted, which will be more convenient for both parties;
at prefent the whole of the land is in the moft wretched
condition. A few of the inhabitants attend a Seceding
meeting houfe in the lower part of the parifh, built about
30 years ago, and at prefent very much on the decline.
All the reft belong to the Eftablifhed (_]hurch

Old Chapels— There have been no lefs than 5 chapels or
churches in the parith, befides the parith church. The Wheel
Church at the head of Liddal, Hermitage, on the river of
that name, Dinlabyre, Ettleton, and Chapel-know, on the
borders of Canonby. Ettleton and Hermitage are ftill

' ufed

{ Some years ago 8 woman going from the manfe at night, fell from
the top of the precipice into the nvcr 5 her thigh bone only was brokeng:
ch is now in perfeﬁ hcald:
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ufed as burying-grounds, and many grave-ftones Iappcar in
the others. The Wheel Church has been of excellent
workmanthip. The population of the country muft cer-
tainly have been far greater in thofe times. The Wheel
Chdrch has been pretty large ; many grave-ftones appear
in the church-yard; yet, when ftanding on the {pot at this
time, there are only 3 farm houfes in view, taking in x
circle of mgny- miles.

- Schools~The {choolmafter’s falaryis L.8:6: 8, be-
fides his perquifites arifing from his office of feflion-clerk,

precentor, marriages, colle&ions, the poor’s rates, and

fchool fees. The {chool houfe is in good repair ; but the

fchool is in very bad order. The number of fcholars at

_ prefent is very fmall. There are two other fchools in the
parith, fupported by private contributions.

Poor~There is no place where the poor are better
provided for than in this parifh. Poor’s rates were efta-
blithed in 1974. The heritors pay onc half, and the te-
nants the other; it is levied quarterly ; the money is paid
moft pun&ually, and immediately applied. Thefe upon
the roll receive from §s. to L.1:2.: 6 per quarter, ac-
cording to their neceflities. The prefent afleflment is
L. 56 per quarter. In the years 1782 and 1783 feveral
perfons received temporary fupply, and when the mesl fell
lower in price it was withdrawn. The weekly colle&ions
at the church, fince the poor’s rates were eftablifhed, are
exceedingly fmall. Bat from thefe, from fines paid by de-
linquents, and from marriages out of church, perfons not
on the poor's roll, and in diftrefled circumftances, are re-
lieved. No perfon is allowed to beg. A friendly fociety

was eftablithed a few years ago; the members pay §5s. at
3 ‘ entering
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entering, and fo much per quarter; it promifes to be very
ufeful.

Roads—~TIt muft appear very firange to any perfon ac.
quinted with the improvements, which other parts of
Scotland have received by means of roads, when it is men-
tioned, that, in this very extenfive country, not a yard of
road had ever been attempted to be formed, till within
thefe few years. The ftatute labour has long been com.
muted. For about 16 miles along the Liddal, the road
lay rather ix the river thao spos sts 3anks, the only path
being in what is called #be Watergate, and the unhappy
traveller muft crofs it at leaft 24 times in that extent. The
fame thing flill takes place, with refpe& to the Hermitage,
far as it runs. At length, by the exertions of two of
the heritors, fortunately for the country, poffeffed of public
fpirit, Mr OL1vER of Dinlabyre, and Mr ErL10T of Whit-
haugh, a road was begun, and is now carrying along the
fide of the Liddal for feveral miles. Hawick being almoft
the only market from which we receive meal, groceries,
fpirits, iron, t¢. &, the want of a road to jt is attended
with much imconvenience and expence. But the funds,
srifing from the flatute labour, are perhaps inadequate to
keep fo many miles of road in fuch repair as the country
requires, and much lefs to make new ones. Unlefs fome .
other method is adopted, the prefent road cannot be com-
pleted, and there is no reafon to hope, that the road along
the Hermitage can ke formed in the prefent generation.
There is much intercourfe with both Hawick and Lang-
holm, by weekly markets, fairs, €9¢. and the difficulty of
travelling to thofe places is inconceivable. Every article
mauft be carried on horfeback ; and through thefe deep and
broken bogs and moffes we mult craw/, to the great fatigue
of ourfelves, but the much greater injury of our horfes,

Yor. XVI. K without
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without the hope of a more comfartable mode of travelling,
As we have hitherto had no roads, it is not to be expe&ted
that we fhould bave had bridges. The two rivers, Liddal
and Hermitage, divide the potilh for about 26 miles; there
pever was s bridge on either of them. From a confider-
able fum of vacant ftipend, with the affiftance of the ordi-
nary fund, one was built over the river Hermitige in
1792; and laft autumn another was completed over the
Liddal. Thefe, together with that part of the road alrea-
dy made, are of the greateft fervice to the country, end to
many travellers, who begin to pafs this way from Carlifle
to the northern markets, and to Berwick-fhire, the road
being mugh nearer than by Langholm apd Mofs-Paul

Fyel—The fuel chiefly ufed is peat, of which there.is
po inexhauftible fund in every part of the country. There
is alfo coal 1n the lower part of the parith, wrought on the
@itate of Mr Ohver. It is fold at the pit at 3 d. per buthel,
or 6d. per load. Carriers, who bring goods from Hawtck
commonly return loaded with coal.

New Caftletown.—As there is not a vxllage in the parifh,
labourers and mrechanics have long been very inconve-
mcutly fituated for houfes.” For their accommodation, and
no doubt to encourage mtnufa&ures, the Duke of Buc-
cleugh has for fome ‘time  paft, mtended to build a new
town TAt length a place was fixed « on, ‘and a plan made
out. Itis fet down on the farm of Park, on the banks of
the Liddal, in a field of npwards of 100 acres of fine land,
and is named Ca_ﬂletowu 1t is to confift of two principal
fireets, bearing the names of the two rivers, Liddal and
Hermitage, with feveral crofs ftreets at right angles. Her.-
mitage-fireet is begun, and advancing rapidly. Thereis s
fquare, called Dougla: Square, in the centre, for a market

plaoe,
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phce, confiting of about-two acres of ground, round which
the buildings confift of two ftories. Near each extremity
there is a fmaller fquare. The ftreet is §4 feet wide; in
the principal fquare it is 100 feet. It was begun in March
lIaft; and at prefent there are 23 houfes either inhabited,
or nearly finithed. Each houfe cofts from L. 35 to L. 40
Sterling. They hold of the Duke, pay a fmall fum by
way of feu-duty, and have each a good garden. Every
feuer has grafs for a cow on the hill, for which they pay
L. 1. For each houfe they have two acres of holm land,
for 14 years, for which they pay a certain fum. A fitu-
ation more favourable for carrying on manufa&ures is
fearcely to be found. Its local advantages are very great.
Within 100 yards of peat, and only about 3 miles from coal,
ithas water at command to drive machinery of any extent:
Wool, the flaple commodity of the country, grows on the
fide of every hill. There is an excellent road lately made
by Canonby to Carlifle, the Solway frith, 89z, Pofleffed of
thefe advantages, it folicits fome perfon of enterprize and
indufiry to improve them. When we confider what has
been done in Galafhiels, €¢c. and in fituations far lefs fa-
vourable, it is hoped the time is not far.diftant, when fuch
advantages as thefe will attra& the attention of the manu-
falurers cither of flax, wool, or cotton; and inftead of
fending the wool, the raw material, to Leeds, Huddersfield,
t9c. by a long and expenfive land carriage, it will be ma-
nufatured here where it grows, enrich the country by en-
couraging induftry, adding to population, and by gi vmg
bread and employment to hundreds of all ages.

NatuRAL History.

Reptiles, Fifb, and Quadrupeds.~The reptiles produced
in the parith are, toads, lizards, and adders. The laft is
not numerous.—The fith are, trouts, lampreys, ecls, fkelly,

or
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or chubb, falmon, grilfe, €&9¢. The falmon were very plen.
tiful is former years, but fince the bay or mound was buik
" at Netherby, few get up st any time, and aone but in the
time of a great flood. The wild quadrupeds are foxes,
hares, wild cats, pole cats, weazels, the white weazel, often.
feen in winter, hedge hogs and Norway rats. Tradition
-affirms, that the earth of Liddifdale has a peculiar quality
of banifhing the common rat from Teviotdale. It is cer
tain, that only a few years ago, carriers on their return te
that country.loaded their horfes with it, and carried it away
for that purpofe. But it is affirmed, with more probabi-
lity, that it is only finee the Norway rat was introduced,
that the common rat has been extirpated.

Birds.—Black-cocks, groufe, partridges, grey plovers,
wild ducks, foipes, wood-pigeons, buzzards, ftannels, owls,
crows, ravens, herons, jackdaws, magpies, thrufhes, black-
birds, farlings, linnets, and gold-finches, frequent the woods.
" The bittern was formerly numerous, but is now feldom to
be feen. The birds of paflage, that vific us in the fpring,
or beginning of fummer, are, the King's-fither, water crow,
white and yellow feed birds, the black and fand martins,
the fwallow, cuckoo, rail, curlew, green plover, fand lark,
‘flone chatterers, with different fpecies of gulls and fhiel-
drakes. Teal and widgeons are feen in fpring when the
waters are {welled with rain. The birds that vifit ve in’
sutumn are, the fieldfare and the woed-cock. Eagles, oc
earns, are frequently feen, but have no place of refidence
here *.

Minerals.

® A well authenticated inflance of the smuaing ftrength of this bird oo-
curred a few years ago upon the farm of Roughlee in this perith. One morn. -
“ing, when the fhepherd was going round his flock, he faw an eagle coming
over the Heemitsge-hill immediately above hidh, with fomething bulkyinhis
: taleny.
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Miserals.—There is greit plenty of lime-ftone in the
parifh, of different goalities. A draw kiln was ereQted laft
year ea the Hermitage, and burns a confiderable quantity.
Several pits of marl are found on the farms of Flight, Kerf-
hope, and Tweeden, to appearance of excellent quality)
bat this, as well as other treafures, are locked up from ufe
by the want of roads. Befides, the coal mentioned at
Lawflown, fome fmall crop feams appesr on the Tweeden,
Fe. From the ftrata of metals, it is apprehended, there is
coal in feveral places, but no trials to any great extent
have been made. Free-flone quarries of excellent ftone
are every where found, excepting at the head of the Her-

" mitage, where there is nothing but blue. whin-flone.

Medicinal Springs.~There are feveral {prings in this pa-
rilh, Rrongly impregnated with fulphur, There is one at
the head of it, in that part called tbe Dead Water, unfor-
tunately fituated ia the middle of that vaft morafs where
the Liddal and the Tyne take their rife. In wet feafons
itis weakened by the furrounding water. It is much fre-
guented by perfons aflited with cutaneous and fcrophulous
comphaints, who receive great benefit from it. They drink

the water, and ufe.it as @ warm bath. But the patients
are .

tlom.  Struck with the novelty of the fight, he kept his eye upon the
bird, and faw him fit down at a litile diftance. He ran to the fpot, when
the eagle had difengaged from his talons a fine lamb, and was preparing
%o tear him in pieces, which the man refcued, and carried home. At
that inftant, a medical gentleman was vifiting & patientin the fhepherd's
family. He examined the lamb, found it a fine male, the fkin of the
fhoalder torn, but the bdéne had prevented the talons from injaring the
vital parts; be fewed up the wound, and it recovered and did well. On
enquiry it was found, that the fhepherd of Peel, the fame morning, faw
m eagle feize a lambd of bis flock, and fly off with it, in the line of di-
setion to the place where the Jamb was found. The diitance of the one
place from the other is not lefs than five miles. Jorn Evrzer, of Red~
beogh, Efg; fornifhed the writer with this anecdote, )
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are expofed to danger and incovenience from the want of
proper accommodation. The wretched hovels in the
neighbourhood being continually damp and wet. On the
farm of Dinlabyre, another fpring of the fame kind is
found ; the colleftion of water is much greater, but at pre-
fent almoft loft in the bog in which it is placed. A third
is on the farm of Shortbuttrees, of excellent quality ; all
thefe might be highly beneficial, if the ground were pro-
perly drained and attended to. A very ftrong mineral fpring
“is found at Lawftown ; but as-its water has not been anali-
zed, it is uncertain to what clafs it belongs.

Petrifying Water.—There are feveral fprings of this
kind. Oue is found on the Tweeden, exceedingly power-
ful, and containing & great quantity of water, where large -
“maffes of petrified matter appear on every fide converted
into folid ftone. The progrefs of the petrifaltion is diftin@
and beautiful. The fog, which grows on the edge of the
fpring, and is fprinkled with the water, is about eight
inches high ; the lower part is converted into folid ftone;
‘the middle appears as if half frozen, and the top is green
and flourithing. The petrified matter, when burnt, is re-
folved into very fine lime. The fpring itfelf, when led
over the fields in little rills, fertilizes them exceedingly.

Cafcades—There are feveral beautiful water-falls on the
siver Tweeden, the little ftreams of Dinlabyre, Har-
den, and Sundhope. But on the river Blackburn, fuch
fcenes are feen in all their beanty and variety. Some-
times the river fhoots over a perpendicular rock, in one
unbroken fheet of water, forming a beautiful cafcade ; at
other times it is darted over tremendous precipices, and
rages furioufly among the huge maffes of the rock below.
In this wild and romantic vale, nature appears in various

3 forms,
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forms, now ‘beantiful, then awful, fometimes fublime, and

frequently terrible. The author of this account meafured’

the principal falls. One is 37 feet perpendicular in height,
another 314 ; the breadth of the rock over which it falls,
36; a third is 374 in height, and 20 feet wide.

Natural Bridge of Stome.—~One of the greateft curiofities
to be feen in this country, or perhaps in Scotland, is a na-
tural bridge of flone over the fame river. It ftretches
acrofs the fiream, and joins the hills on each fide. Itis
s 5 feet long, 10 feet wide, and the thicknefs of the arch is
3 feet 4 inches of folid flone. It is not compofed of one
entire rock, but has the appearance of many ftones about a
foot and a half fquare, fet neatly together. The bridge

(lopes a little downwards, and the water rufhes under the

arch, through an opening of 31 feet.

Woods.—The natural woods confift of oak, ath, birch,

and alder. Confiderable plantations have been made of

Scots fir, {pruce, larix, oak, afh, beech and plane. They
are all in a thriving condition. There is at prefent grows
ing on the river Blackburn, an old ath tree, the trunk of
which meafures 18 feet in circumference, one hranch of it
9 feet, and another 8. The trunk is hollow within; five
perfons of ordinary fize may eafily fit in it at the fame

time. Laft year the river Liddal, in the time of a high -

flood, threw up the trunk of an cak tree, oppofite to Hag-
gibaugh, the feat of Colonel Elliot of Larifton. Not only
the bark, bat great part of the wood, feems wafted by age;
notwithftanding which this venerable trunk, as it now lies,
meafures 26 feet in length, and 10 feet in circumference,
and is perfe@ly ftraight. There is fcarcely a tree within
view of the place where it lies, excepting a few Scotch firs.

E”""'“",
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Eminent Men.—This parith gave birth to the celebrated
Dr ArMsTRONG, whofe father and brother were minifters
of it.

Antiguities~There are feveral monuments of great an-
tiquity in the parith, but their origin and their hiftory are
involved in much obfcurity. Kwen tradition itfelf fays
little concerning them. There are alfo feveral old gold
coins in the pofleffion of Mr Elliot of Red-hengh ®. Though
this parith comprehended a great part of the middle march
between the two kingdoms, yet excepting a few detached
faQs, there is nothing of confequence preferved or related
by hiftorians. As it lies direéily along the Englith Border,
it muft have been, for a long period, the fceme of alion, of
fierce contentions, barbarous feuds, and marauding expedi.
tions, which took place between the two nations, when,
before the union, and before law and civilization took
place, inroads were conflantly made by both parties upon
each other, and the fironger arm carried away every thing
both from the houfe and frem the feld. Thefe exploits
have been recorded in the poetry of the times, which are
fiill fung by the aged, and liftened to with eagernefs by
the young. They contain an acceannt of the heroic at-
chievoments of thofe duys, that is to fay, of the inreads
made and repelled by the merauders on each fide of the
Border f.

Cafles.

# They were found on the farm of Prieft-heugh, is the neighbonrhood
of this parifh. Some years ago a box was found in the fide mofs, con-
taining about 120 filver coins, about the value of 3d. each, varioufly in-
feribed. Some of them were clipped, or cut in the edges, and not coined.
Some copper or bra® veffels, of antique forms, v:eve foand in 8 mols on
_Shortbuttress, and fent to the Duke of Buccleugh.

4 The following extras from the ancient records of the Courts of
Juttice
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- Caftles—~~Hermitage Caftle flands upon the bank of the
river of that name. It has been a very ftrong building,

near xoo feet {quare, defended by a ftrong rampart and
ditch +. The walls are almoft entire. The inner part is
. : "

Juftice ® exhibit a fpecimen of the tranfactions of thofe times. Several
perifons mentioned in it are the heroes in the old fongs and ballads :

* At the Treeves, or Jutticiary meeting of the Lords Wardens, to
hear all complaints, 1§81.—Weft Marches againt Liddifdale, Sir Simon
Moufgrave, Knight, with Thorn of the Todhill and his neighbours, com-
plain wpou Robin Elliot of the Park, Sim Elliot, Clemie Crofier,
Gawens Jock, and their complices, for 60 kine and oxen, a horfe, and
the taking of Thom Routledge prifoner.”

@ Fume 1582.—Matthew Taylor, and the poor widow of Martin
Taylor, complain upon Old Laird of Whithaugh, Young Laird of Whit-
baugh, Sims Thom, and Jock of Copfhawe for 140 kie and oxen, 100
theep, 20 gaits, and all their infight, L. 200 Sterling.”

% O0&sber 1582.—~Sir Simon Mufgrave, deputy of Bewcaftle and te-
nants agaioft Walter Scot, Laird of Buckleith, and his complices, for 200
kine and oxen, 300 gates and fheep.”

¢ Nowember 1582.==Sir Simon Mufgrave complains on the Laird of
Mangerton, Lairds Jock, Sims Thom, and their complices, for burning of
his barns, wheat, rye, oats, big, and peas, worth L. 1000 Sterling.”

« Wett of England againft Liddifdale. L. 3230."

& Liddifdale againft the Weft Marches, L. 8000.”

® Hiflory of Cumberland,

4 It is faid to bave been built by a Lord Souses, then Warden of the
Border; butit does not appear, that there is *ny accurate account of its age.
Smo'let mentions that Alexander IL. built a caftle in Liddifdale, which
gave fuch offence ta Heary III. of England, that he made war upon the
king of Scotland, 1240. This, in all probability, was the caftle of Her-
enitage. Among the remarkable places in the county of Liddifdale,
Hetor Boece mentions *¢ the Caftle of Hermitage, dbw demolithed.”
A grest part of the ascient caftle appears to have been thrown down, and
the ancient part of the archite@ure is eafily diftinguithed from the more
modern. Bithop Elphinflon mentions, that Sir William Douglas, Earl

’ "of

Vor. XVL L
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a heap of ruins. Within a few yards of the caftle are
the remains of the ancient chapel of Hermitage +, now
in ruins, in the middle of the burying ground flill in ufe.
The font is in the wall of the church-yard. The caftle of
Clintwood, on the farm of Flight, appears to have been a
very ftrong building ; the foundation, and a little part of

' the

of Liddifdale, beat the Englih out of all Teviotdale, and took the caftle
of Hermitage in the year 1340. In this caftle Sir Alexander Ramfay of
Dalhoufie was ftarved to death by the fame Sir W. Douglas ; whe, fired
with jealoufy becgufe Sir Alexander was pade Sheriff of Teviotdale,
l."urpn&d him in the churcl of Hawick when holding an affembly, carried
Lim to the caftle, and threw him into a dungeon with his horfc's furni.
tare. This happened in 1342 ¥, Some years ago, a mafon employeq in
bulldmg a dike in the neighbourhood, had the curiufity to penetrate into
8 vault in the caft end of the caftle. Having made an opening, he de-
feended by a ladder ; and in & vault, about 8 feet fquare, he found feve-
ral human bones, with a faddle, a bridle, and fword ; he brought out the
bridle and fword. The bit was of an uncommon fize; the curb of it js
in the poffefion of Walter Scott, Efq: Advocate, Ia the dungeon he
found a great quantity of the hufks of oats. Report {ays, the granary of
the caftle was immediately above this vault, and that Sir Alexander fub-
fitted for fome time on what fell down into the vaultr From thefe cir.
cumftances it is highly probahle, that the bones were thofe of that gen-
tleman, and that this was the vault into which he was thrown, and ftarved
to death. ‘This caftle wasalfo vifited by the ill-fated Queen Mary, in the
year 1561, on occafion of Bothwell’s being wounded by Jokn Elliot ia
Park.  She came from, and returned to Jedburgh in the fame day, not
only a long journey, but over mountains, and through marfhes almoft im.
paflable. In one of thofe marfhes, a few miles from the caftle, her horfe
ftuck in the mofs, which is fill called th: Queen's Mire.
* Muckenwie's Lives.

t The chapel, caltle, and river derive their name from the cell of a
bermit, whe hu’retin_sd thither. He could not have chofen a more’ foli.
tary fpot, nor one more £t for mortification or for contemplation. They
give title to the cldeft fon of the family of Deloraine. Lord Henry Scot,
third fon of James Duke of Monmouth, by Anne Duchefs of Bucclengl.
was created Earl of Deloraine, Vifcount Hermitage, 1706 .,

% Douglas’s Peerage,
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the wall, are ftill to be feen. This caftle, from which tlie
parith derives its name, is fituated on the upper part of the
glebe, and in former times muft kiave been impregnable on
the E.and N. Ot the E. it is deferided by a' very deep
ravine ; on the N. by the Liddal, and a precipice of more
than 100 feet in height; and on the W. and S. by two
ramparts of great firength, arid a foffe of great depth. The
only peel houfe that remains entire is Hudfhoufe ; the
vault is immenfcly ftrong, and hashad double doors, bolted
on the infide *. .

Camps—The principal camip is on the top of Carby Hill.

This hill is detached from all others, and commands a view *

of the whole country, and of all that part of Cumberland, by
Beefe-Caftle, €9c. The camp is entirely circular, and occu-
pies the whole fummit of the hill ; it is fortified by g very
firong wall of ftones, and a road plainly appears to have
been made up to it, winding round a part of the hill, and
entering it on the fouth. It is about 100 feet diameter.
In the centre a fmall fpace is inclofed with a ftrong wall;
and round it are 8 circles of different fizes 4, all furrounded
by a ftone wall, and all of them having had a door or open-
ing to the eaft. On the fummit of the Side-hill, and nearly
oppofite to Carby, on the north fide of the Liddal, there is
snother firong encampment, nearly of a fquare form. It
is 300 feet in diameter. The wall or rampart is entirely
of earth, and is about 18 feet high. This camp has none

of

® There were many fqaare towers formerly in this country, the place
of refidence of the principal families, and all of them places of ftrength,
They were chiefly on the banks of the river Liddal, viz. Peel, Hudf.
boufe, Prickinghaugh, Whitbangh, Hillhoufe, Riccarton, Mangerton,
Puddingburn, tdc. Of thefe no_thin' remain but the foundatiops.

See the copperplate:
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of the interior circles of the former. On the fam of
Flight, and near to the caftle of Clintwood, there are two
camps at a little diftance from each other ; the one round,
and fortified with a ftone wall * about 100 feet diameter ;
and the other fquare, about 168 feet in length, with twe
ramparts of earth ¢.

" Pi&s Works.~There arc a great many round-abouts in
the parith, commonly called P:i@s Works. They are all
circular, and ftrongly fortified by a wall, compofed of large
ftones. They are frequently found, the one at a little di-
flance from, and oppofite to the other. There are twe
nigh Heeds-houfe, two on the farm of Shaws, one on Toft-
holm, one on Foulthiels, one on Cocklaw, one on Black-
burn, and one on Shortbuttrees 1. On the farm of Mill.
burn there is a fmall circle enclofed by g ftones, which feems
to have been a Druidical temple. Tradition fays Lord
Soules was burnt there. The hill is called Nine-Stone Ridge.

Cairns.—There are many cairns || in different places.
The moft remarkable of thefe is on the farm of Whifgills.
« The

® This year (1793) the wall was carried away to build a ftone dike,
and at a confiderable depth, among fome large ftones, there was found
the head of fome weapon, or inftrumeat of fine brafs, 4§ inches long;
the one end is fitted to receive a thaft or handle, the other is widened, and
is formed and fharpened like the edge of a batchet, The other article
found has the appearance of a fmall fword of mixed metal, about three
feet long, but was broken by the workman before the writer hereof could
get them into his pofletfion.

tA learned gentleman informs me, that & Romaa legion wintered in
LiddifJale, cut down wood, and drained marthes.

t The ftones of this laft were lately removed ; and on the fouth fide
there was found a place 10 feet wide, and 20 feet long, paved with flat
flones, and inclofed by others on each fide, fet on edge, within which
there feemed to be athes and burat fticks.

|| On the farm of Cleugh-head one was removed, and aa ura found full
of
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- The quantity of ftones is immenfe, and they are moftly of

a very large fize. Near thefe, there is a large ftone fet on -

end, about § feet high, called te Standing Stome. This
cairn is in the middle of an extenfive and deep mofs. It
can be approached on horfe-back.only on one fide, and that

with much difficulty. There is not a ftone to be feen near

it—Upon the march between the parithes of Caftletown
and Canonby, and upon very high ground near to Tinnis-hill,
there is a cairn of great extent, and confifting of free-ftones
of great fize. It is 86 yards long; it is not poffible to ap-
proach it on horfe-back. The ftones are chiefly of & fquare
form, of immenfe v'veight, and what is very remarkable,
there is not a ftone to be feen, nor a place where ftones could
be lfo\nnd, within g great diftance of the place. At the
north end of it, there are feveral large ftones fet on their
edges, forming a fquare, and covered over by one. ftone.
Near to the fouth end there is one ftanding perpendicular,
evidently fo placed by the hand of man, 7 feet above the

mofs, and 13 feet in circumference. This was anciently -

called the ftanding flone, and was confidered the north boun-
dary of Canonby, or the debateable land *. On examining
the ground near it, I found five other ftones, nearly of an
equal fize with the former, all inclining to, or lying on'the
ground, forming a circle, the diameter of which is 4, yards.
How thefe flones were colleted, for what purpofe, or what
the circle has been, which is formed by ftones of fuch im-
menfe weight and fize, I leave to others to determine.

3 C rqf:.'

of afhes, which foon fell in pieces. In this cairn were difcovered a great
number of flones, formerly ufed for knocking bear, or making bur:cy. Some
smong them was a flone crofs, about 4 feet long. Some other cairns
have been opened, and afhes found inclofed by 4 ftones fet in a fquate
form.

# Vid. Hiftory of Cumberland.
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Crofs.—At Milnholm there is a crofs of one ftone, 8 feet
4 inthes high, fet in a bafe 1 foot 8 inches®. Thisis a
picce of great antiquity. A {word 4 feet long is cut out
on the S. fide of the crofs, and immediately above feveral
letters, as will appear from the reprefentation of it in the
plate.

Difadvantages—The difadvantages this country labours
undet, from the want of roads, are very great. Improve-
ments to any confiderable extent can never be carried on

. while thefe are wanting, and the means of improvement
which the country itfelf poffeffes are . locked up from ufe.
The cottages, and moft of the farm-houfes, are in very bad
order. Another difadvantage arifes from the frofts in
fpting, and the early part of harveft, to which the country
is fometimes expofed, and which prove chiefly hnrtful to
the potatoes and peafe.

Cbaralter.—The people in general enjoy, in 2 reafon-
able degree, the comforts of fociety, and are contented with
their fituation. They are by no means fond of a military

life.

® The tradition concerning it is this :=One of the governors cf Her-
mitaze Caftle, fume fay Lord Soules, others Lord Douglas, having en- !
tertained a paffion for a young woman in the lower part of the parifh,
went to her houfe, and was met by her fatber, who, withing to conceal his
daughter, was inftantly killed by the Governor. He was foon purfued
by the people, and, in extreme danger, took refuge with Armftrong of
Mangerton, who had influence enough to prevail on the people to defift
from the purfuit, and by this means faved his life. Seemingly with a
- view to make a return for this favour, but fecretly jealous of the power
and influence of Armftrong, he invited him to Hermitage Cnﬂle. where
he was.bafely murdered. He l:unfelf in bis turn, was killed by Jock of
‘tbr Sile, of famous memory, and brother to Armftrong. The crofs was
erected in memory of this tranfaion, near to Ettleton church-yard,
where he was buried, and almolt oppofite to Mangerton.
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life. The majority are of the middle fize, but many of
them coafiderably above, and feveral under it. Notwith-
flanding the want of roads, and their great diftance from
church, (many of them being 8, and even 10 miles diftant),
they are remarkable for their general and conftant attend-
ance on religious ordinances, and exemplary in their con-
du@ during the time of divine fervice. They make an
excellent appearance on fuch, and on all other public oc.
cafions ; they are clean and well drefled, in coloured vefls,
and cloth of Englifh manufaure. They are diftinguithed
by their hofpitality snd humanity, ever willing to contri-
bute to the relief of thofe in diftrefs *. Few law-fuits have
occurred ; no punifhments have been inflited ; and few or
no traces of the border or barbarous cuftoms are now to be
feen. It is impofiible to conclude this article without re.
marking the ftriking contraft -between the former and the
prefent fituation of the country. The inhabitants feel the
happy change, and are fenfible of the fuperior bleffings
they enjoy. It was formerly the fcene of fierce eonten-
tion, of barbarous -feuds, of plunder, and of defolation,
when there was neither fecurity of property nor of life. At
prefent we can only trace the foundations of the ancient
caftles, the ftrong holds of their fierce poffeffors. Their ufe-
lefs walls are thrown down, and converted into theep folds,
and their fwords have become rufted in their fcabbards, or
have been elmoft literally beaten into plough-fhares.
# Every ane fits in peace under his own vine, and his own
# fig tree, and there is none to make him afraid.”
- NUM.

® An inflance of this very lately occurred :—On 2 day fet apart by
the Synod, for thenkfgiving for the favourable harveft, it' was fuggefted
from the palpit, to colle® a fum for affifting in procuring warm clothing
to our brave countrymen in Flanders. Negxt Sabbath they were forward,
from the higheft to the loweft, to contribute to this humane purpafe,

=d enabled their minifter to tranfmit a confiderable donation to the
Lord Provoft of Edinburgh,
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NUMBER IV.

PARISH OF FORGAN,

(County AND Strop or Firz, Prxsarrery or St
ANDREW'S.)

By the Rev. Mr James BurN, Minifier.

Origin of the Name.

ORGAN, alias ST PHILLANS, is the name of the

" parifh. On the communion cups, made in the year
1652, it is fpelled Forgon. The derivation of the name is
uncertain. From fome old charters it would feem to fig-
- sify Fore Ground. Indeed, a good part of it has a gentle
defcent towards-the fouth. The name, howcver, is not
uncommon. In Angus-thire, there is a parifh named Long-
Forgan; in the county of Perth, there is- another called
Forgan-Denny. The other name, St Phillans, feems to
. have been derived from a Popifh faint of that name, of
fome renown in the days of antiquity. About an Englith
mile weft from the manfe is the feat of ROBERT STEWART,
Efq; which bears the name of St Fort. This was probably
in ancient times the dwelling of the faint. It ftands upon
s
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arifing ground, and might perhaps be then confidered as
a place of ftrength. There is alfo towards the eaft of St
Fort, the Upper and Nether Friartown, which, no doubt,
were formerly inhabited by Popith friars.

Extent, Sotl and Climate~This parifh is abont 4 Englith
miles in length, but not above 2 in breadth. A part of it
is a firath from E. to W. the ground rifing gently on each
Bde. Much of it is of a fouthern expofure. Another part -
of it lies bending towards the N. on the fide of the river
Tay. The foil is for the moft part light, but is rendered
fertile by the ufe of lime. Some of it is black ; other parts
of 2 mixed nature. There is littde clay foil in the parith.
The climate is healthy; few epidemic diftempers prevail
much here, except the fever, which' now and then proves
faal to many. Some are now alive betwixt 8o and go
years of age. One is faid to be above go. He lives on
the ground of St Fort *. '

River, Ferries, Coaff, Harbours, Fifb, t9c.—~The river
Tay runs along the northern fide of the parith. On the
appofite fide of the river, which is about 2 miles in breadth,
flands the populous and flourithing town of Dundee.
There are two ferries on this fide of the river, Woodhaven

Vor. XVI. M and

8 Colonel Lind{ay, brother to Mr Lindfay, wha was then proprietor of
that eftate, cne day having met this old man, afked him, how many Lairds
¢f St Fort he bad feen ? he anfwered, he had feen fix, and hoped he might
live to fee the fevemth. What, faid the Colonel, do you wifh to fee a
change of the Laird ? I fuppofe, faid the old man, you will have no objec-
tion againft the coming home of the young Laird. The proprictor was at
that time lately married. The Colonel was fo much pleafed with the good
bumour of the old man, that he gave him half a crown, which made
bim very happy, as it is more than probable he had feldom before been -
polictied of fo large & fum at one time. This man bas lived to fee another,
who is the fewenth proprietor of the eftate of St Fort.
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and Newport, both of which are in this parith, Thereisa
pumber of boats employed, fome of a larger, others of a
lefer fize, fome of which, when the weather permits, crofs
at all tides. The tide is about half an hour later here than
at Leith. Thefe ferries were much more frequented befare
the bridge was built over the Tay at Perth, than they have
been fince. Some of the ferrymen are fober and difcreet;
others of them borrow the language and bebaviour of thofe
who frequent the paffage, efpecially of fuch whom they
look on as their fuperiors in rank and flation. How much
is it to be regretted, that from fo many of thefe they often
learn to be rude and profane. The coaft extends along
the north fide of the parith. -It is for the maft part tocky
The harbours at Woodhaven and Newport are very incon-
fiderable, fit only for their boats, and a few floops, which
are fometimes employed in importing coals, and exporting
corn. On the banks of the river there are feveral falmon
ﬁﬂnngs *, fome of which have of latc increafed, in value.
They are for the moft part carried on by means of what is
called a Yair. But by fome, the long net with a boat is
made ufe of. The falmon are fometimes difpofed of at the
rate of 4 d. and even 6 d. per Ib. to the people of Perth,
who export them to London, and fell them at high prices.
By others they are fent to the ncighbouring towns
of Dundee and_Cupar in Fife, diftant about 6 computed
miles,

Cultivation.

. A procefs before the Court of Seflion was lately commenced refpecting
one of thefe, and moft keenly agitated on both fides. Several hundred
pounds were expended by each of the contending parties, one of whom,
the Rev. Dr Dalgleith of Scotfcraig, not only prevailed, but obtained hiy
expences. . ) :
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Cultirvation.~The improvement of the ground has, of
late years, made confiderable progrefs, chiefly from the ufe
of lime, which, on our light and dry foil, has the moft hap-
py effe@s. The lime is driven in carts from the diftance of
8 or xo computed miles; fome of the tenants bring it from
Northumberland by fea. Their crops are by it enriched
when the feafon is not too dry. Some lands that are marfhy
have of late been greatly meliorated by draining. RoBrrT
StewarT, Efqg; of St Fort, who is very a&ive and indu.

firious, befides other improvements which he has made, .

has drained a piece of ground, which, during the wintes,
was almoft covered with water. It was fit for nothing but
feeding a few young cattle in fummer; and, though con-
fiting of §2 acres, was fometimes let for about L.§ or
L.6. It is more than probable, that in a few years it will
fet for upwards of L. 5o Sterling. What a blefling is it to
the country, when proprietors of land," inftead of debauch-
ing their neighbours by examples of intemperance, fet them
patterns of altivity and honefl induftry! How is the blefl-
ing enhanced, when, by their example, the people uader
them are led to fear God, and to reverence his fan@uary !
The negle& of this feldom fails to ruin the morals of the
people, and to deftroy their induftry.

Produce—The farmers raife a pretty large quantity of
wheat, although it is reckoned to feourge the ground ; but
they are tempted to prefer this crop by the high prices,
which are generally from L.1 to L. 1; §s. per boll. Itis
meafured with the fmall firlot, which is a great deal lefs
than that ufed for oats and barley. They commonly have
good crops of barley, and generally get a good price, from
15s. to 183s. Sterling per boll. They have alfo tolerable
crops of oats and peafe. The oats fell at from 12, to 143:

o
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per boll.  Peafe are by no means a lucrative crop, but they
ferve to meliorate the ground when the crop is rank, and
the firaw is excellent fodder for horfes. It is chicly on
thefe accounts that the farmers continue to fow them, for
the price of peafe is generally low, and their returns very
inconfiderable. The foil is very much adapted to the cul-
ture of turnips ; of thefe they raife good crops, with which,
during the winter, they feed their cows and cattle, fome of
which they fatten for flaughter, and for which they fome-
times draw good prices. They have alfo good crops of
potatoes, from the light and dry foil. Thefe yield a falu-
tary fupport to the poor people, when they donot ufe them
to excefs. To this, however, they are firongly tempted,
when the meal is high priced. On fuch occafions they feed .
upon them tbrice a day, by which their health is fometimes
hurt. With the refufe, and the fmaller potatoes, they com-
monly feed fwine, which they falt up for winter provifion.
This praQtice is become fo common of late, that the price
of & young pig of a few weeks old is generally 7s.

Rents.—Their rents are from L. 100 to L. 400 per an-
num, and upwards. The tenants are all in eafy circum-
flances, and fome of them are opulent. All of them are
fober, alive, and induftrious. Thofe of them that have
lately got new tacks pay double, and fome almoft triple
their old rents. Several of the tenants have fubfet fome
acres of their ground, lying at a diftance from thbe farm
houfes. They who enjoy thefe {mall pofleflions are called
Pendiclers. Some of them have 10 or 12 acre§, fome more,
fome lefs.

The valued rent of the parifh in Scotch money

is, -~ - - - Lisuas 5 7
The real rent, in Sterling, is fuppofed to be
about, - - - L.2873 o o

Black
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Black Cattle.—OFf thefe a confiderable number is an-
nually reared. Till of late years, they were employed
in drawing the plough, but they are now feldom or never
ufed. Inftead of two horfes and two oxen in the plough,
which required 2 man fervant and a boy to.drive them, two
horfes only are ufed, and one man manages both them and
the pleagh at the fame time. This is a confiderable faving
to the farmer, now when the wages are fo high ; and as the
horfe plough moves quicker, more ground is ploaghed in
the fame time. It is the new plough that is ufed in this
part of the country.

Sheep.—Several flocks of thefe were formerly in the pa-
1ith ; now there is but one. The tenants found the theep
very hurtful to their fown grafs, which, in the winter, they
tore up by the roots. Their Sheep Walks are vow, by
weans of lime, turned into good corn-fields, which they find
to be more profitable. They may, however, at length be
compelled to return to their former pralice of feeding
flocks of theep, to meliorate thofe fields which are at too’
great a diftance for driving dung to them ; when the ftrength
of the lime is fpent, and they become unfit for producing
crops of corn, the tedding of the theep may be found necef-
fary to recruit thefe fields.

Minerals.—T here is abundance of rock, fome of a more
bard, fome of a fofter nature. The firft is very proper for
common buildings, the latter for the making of roads; to
improve which there is fuch an uncommon {pirit now hap-
pily prevailing in this part of the nation. There is alfo
much channel, well adapted to the fame purpofe. But there
is no free flone ; this is brought from the other fide of the
Tay in boats, from a noted quarry in Angus-fhire, com.
monly known by the name of Millfield Quarry.

‘ 3 Fuel.
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Fuel—There were formerly fome peats dug out of the
mofles in the parifh ; but the proprietors have prohibited this
praltice for many years paft. There are fome muirs that.
abound with whins ; from thefe the poor people get a part
of their fuel. Coals are both fcarce and high priced. The
land coal is driven from the diftance of 8 or 10 computed
miles. A quantity fuch as two horfes can conveniently
draw, cofts about 7s. §d.; an equal quantity, or rather
larger, butof a much better quality, brought from Alloa
and other places by fea, will coft 12 s. weighing about 112
flone weight. This makes the fuel coftly to the poor,
many of whom, during the cold of winter, aggravated to
them by 'their meagre diet, are not a little injured by the
want of it. But amidit all their firaits, it is truly pleafant
to fee them poflefling that cheerfulnefs and contentment
which Chriftianity is fo much fitted to infpire.

Population.—The population is on the increafe. Several
feus have been made on the banks of the river Tay, and
feveral new buildings have been of late ere@ed on them.
The number of examinable perfons in the parith at prefent

(1793) is about - - - 709
Allowing the ufual proportion of % for children, 7§
The total number of fouls may be flated at o 875
The return to Dr Webfter, in 1755, was only 75t

The increafe fince that period is therefore not lefs than 124

A
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A Lif of MARRIAGES, BapTisns, and BURIALS, for 10
years, extraled from the Parifb Records of Forgan.

Marriages. Baptifms. Burials.
1780, - 5 - 25 - 1$
1781, - 9 - 14 - 8

1783, - y - 19 - 29
1783, - 7 - 5 - 13
1784, - 132 - FY - 31
1785, - 15 - % - 1y
1786, . - S - 16 - 35
1787, - 9 - 16 - 1y

1788, - 5 - 23 - 8
1789, - 10 - 21 - 10
Total, 84 - 302 . 173

Prolific Births.—In the fpace of 4 or § years, twins have
been born at four feveral births. Since 1 came to the pa-
rilh, one of the boatmen’s wives was at one birth delivered
of three fine children. They all lived till they were wean-
ed, and two of them arrived at manhood,

CoNDITIONS AND PRoFESSIONS,

No. of Heritors, refident, 7 No. of tailors, - 8
Ditto non-refident, 4 ———fhoe-makers, 3
~——— Minifter, - 1 wrights, 3
~——— fchool-matfter, 3 mafons, 4
tenants, - 9 - weavers, 14
——— pendiclers, or fub-  ——— poor on the roll, 6

tenants, - 16

Villages, Occupations of Women, $9¢.~There are feveral
yillages in the parith. The female inhabitants are gene-
J | . rally
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rally employed in {pinning coarfe yarn, of which a kind of
. cloth is made that gets the name of Ofnaburgh. Of this
the merchants in Dundee export large quantities ; but in
this, as in moft other manufa@ures, there is & very great
ftagnation fince the commencement of the prefent war.
They got 15. 6d. for fpinning a fpindle of this yarn; but
fince the war it has been fo low as 1 s, and fometimes xo d.
While the encouragement for fpinning was high, it was
fometimes difficult for the tenants, and others, to get maid
fervants. But though their gain was confiderable, yet the
conftant fitting at the wheel, and the immoderate wafte of
Jaliva, was by no means favourable to their health. Many
of thefe people are employed in cutting down the corns in
harvelt. During this feafon they are uncommonly chear-
ful and healthy ; but as this exercife in the ficld s an ex-
treme entirely oppofite to the fedentary life they gene-
rally lead through the reft of the year, difagreeable effeéts
are fometimes felt after the harveft; however, the dan-
ger of this is not a little abated by their prefent man-
ner of living during this fealon, which is upon oat bread
and ale, which, when frefh and good, is a moft wholefoma
diet. How much preferable to that which was ufed fome years
ago, vrz. falt meat and falt broth, and fometimes, it is faid,
milk and falt herring? This, with their exceflive labour,
could not fail to excite a moft painful thirft; to quench
which, as foon as they came to the Land's End, as they call
it, they went in queft of cold water ; of which, when within
their reach, having taken a plentiful fhare, they fat down
to reft, without refle&ing on the danger they were in, which
it is faid, has in fome inftances proved fatal.

Prices of Labour and Provifions.—A. mafon commonly
gets 1 s. a day ; a carpenter, or common wright, the fame,

fometimes rather more; 2 tailor, 8d.; a weaver gets fo
much
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much 2 yard, fometimes more, fometimes lefs, A’ common
Iabourer, when he works by the piece, will fometimes earn
18. 6d. or 1. 8d. a-day ; maid fervants get about L. 3 Ster-
ling a-year ; men fervants get from L. 6 to L. 10 Sterling ;
the men fhearing in harveft get 1s. per day; the women
10d.: but the generality of them are hired for a certain
fam during the harveft ; the men from L. 1, 1s. to L.1,
§ s and a lippie of lintfeed 3 the women 16s. or 17s. anda
lippie of ditto, fometimes half a peck.—The beft beef is for
the moft part 4d. per Ib. (16 ounces); the mutton fells
ufually at the fame rate ; the veal, early in the feafon, fells
at 6 d. per 1b. when plenty at 4 d. fometimes at 3d.; a
hen xs.; & goofe at 3s.; eggs 4d. per dozen ; rabbits,
when fkinned, fell at 5 d. per pair; their {kins fell from 7s.
to 9s. or 108. per dozen ; cheefe at 5.s. per ftone ; pigeons
at 5 d. the pair. Within thefe 20 years, or even lefs, pro-
vifions are almoft doubled in their price.

Churchb~The King is the patron. The prefent incum-
‘bent, Mr JamEs Burx #, is faid to have been the firft pre-
fentee in Scotland of his prefent Majefty King GEorGE
the IIL. having been admitted to this parith in May 1561.
He 'has a fipend, communibus annis, about L. 8o Sterling,
befides 2 manfe and glebe of about 6 acres, An augmen-
tation of ftipend is in procefs. The church and manfe were
repaired in 1971, ‘

Reigious

® His predeceflors were Meflrs Wedderburg, Naire, Ruffell, Gellatly,
and Beat: and it is remarkable, that they were all minifters of this parith
for much the fame fpace of time, about 13 or 14-years, and that all of
them, fave one, were tranflated to other parithes. The prefent incum-
bent bad it in his choice oftener than once to have followed their examy

ple, bat preferred his prefent fituation,
Vor. XVI. N
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Religious Sefis.—There are not many Diflenters in the
‘parith ; only two Epifcopalians, and a few Antiburgher
Seceders, moft of whom had left the Eftablithed Ghurch
before the prefent incumbent was fettled here. Some of
them left the Seceffion, and came to the parifh ¢hurch;
but when the new mode of finging without reading the
line was introdaced, they again withdrew, and carried two
or three individuals along with them. They are fober and
induftrious,'not at all fo bigotted as are many of that fe&;
, they are very ufeful members of fociety.

Poor.~There are no begging poor belon'ging to the pa-
n(h but many fuch from Perth and other places. By
thefe, and travelling tinkers, this part of the couptry is not
a little oppreffed. It is much to be regretted that each parifh,
does not take care of its own poor, and hinder them from
travelling abroad to other parifhes. Befides the number
of penfioners on the poors roll, which fometimes does not
exceed 4, there are not a few who obtain a temporary fup-
ply of 10, 15s. or L. 1, at a time whep ficknefs is in the
family, or the heud of it unable to work. Parents who are
not able to pay for the education of their children, have
them educated upon the poors funds, which are made up
from the weekly colle®tions on Sabbath, to which the fea-
faring people, of all others, contribute moft liberally. The
annual amount of the collections is above L. 14 Sterling.
A farmer in the parifh, at bis death, fome few years ago,
left a legacy of L.20 Sterling. This made a confiderable
addition to the fund, which has been more than doubled
within thefe 30 years. It is managed by the kirk-feffion

with care and attennon, without the leaft expence to the
fund

quraﬁcr.
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Charaer—They are generally fober and induftrious.
A few years ago a {pirit of fmuggling too much prevailed
in this corner, than which nothihg is more ruinous to the
health and morals of thofe who are addi@ed to it *. There
is reafon to believe that little or no gain was made by that
moft mifchievous traffic, of the effe@s of which the mini-
fter, from time to time, did not fail to remind them from
the pulpit. This ruinous traffic is now nearly anaihilated
among us ; and happy were it for the nation that the temp-
tations to it were lefs, frequent and powerful than they
fometimes are. None of the people of this parith have

been the fubje& of a criminal procefs, nor have any of them
emigrated. ’

2 - NUM..

® One young man, a tenant in the parith, was moft unhappily addicted to
it; ina few years he hurt many others, and ruined himfelf. The laft time
be called at the manfe, he exprefled his with thag he had followed the sdvice
the minifter had often given him.~Had he done this, he had probably fuc-
.ceeded 43 a tenznt, and efeaped thofe miferies which, by finuggling, he un.
happily brought upon himfelf. He lay in a prifon for feveral months, reduced
to great indigence. This is mentioned as & twarning to others, who by
fmuggling bope to be made rich, but aré¢ far more likely to become
tuined, and to éntzil mifery and mifchief on themfelves and others.

~
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NUMBER V.

PARISH OF KILLEARN,

(CouNTY OF STIRLING, SINOD OF GLASGOW AND
AYR, PREsBYTERY oF DuMBARTON.)

By the Rev. Mr Davip Uge, M. A. Minifler, Glafgow.

Situation and Extent.

T HE parifls of Killearn forms the weftern extremity of
the Strath of Blane. This beantiful valley exhibits

a landfcape, replete with a great variety of firiking objedls. -
It is fkirted by two ridges of hills, fome of which are of
confiderable height. The fore ground is enriched by the
water of Blane, meandring through fertile paftures and well
caltivated fields; whilft the diverfified profpe&, extending
over the parithes of Killearn, Drymen, Kilmaronock,
Buchanan, £50. comprehends Lochlomond, Benlomond,
Benliddie, the Grampian Hills, €fc. €¢c. and at length
is loft among the far diftant mounntains of Argyle
and Perththire, mingling their azure-coloured fummits
with the clouds. Vaft mafles of bafaltic pillars, exhibiting
extenfive colonnades, arranged in almoft every poffible dis.
retion,
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reltion, come into view on the one hand, and a limpid
fream, forming a delightful cafcade, on the other. Here a
verdant wood, in variegated windings, fkirts the fides of
the hills ; and there a deep glen, hollowed out by the work
of many ages, lays open to view not a fmall part of the
bowels of the earth. In one point of light may be feen the
ruins of an ancient caftle ¥, once the well fortified habita~
tion of a rich and powerful family ; and in another, a nu-
merous flock, fcattered like fnowy fpecks on the verdant
declivities of the mountains. Few places in Scotland af-
ford a greater diverfity of the grand and pi&urefque fcenes
of nature, grouped together in fuch pleafing varieties.
This parith is bounded by the parifhes of Strathblane and
Campfie, on the S. E.; by New and Old Kilpatricks, on
the S. and S. W.; Drymen and Dumbarton, on the W. ;
Balfrone, on the N.; and Fintrie, on the E. It is by come
putation about 13 miles in length, from N. E. to S. W.
and 2%, at an average, in breadth.

Populatson.—It is inhabited by 206 families, §6 of whom
live in the village of Killearn, which contains 223 perfoas.
The 150 families refiding in the country, reckoning five
individuals to each, will include 750 inhabitants, making
in whole 973 fbuls. The population in the year 1755 was
959. Soom after this time it greatly decreafed, owing
chiefly to the demolition of cottages, to each of which was
commonly annexed a paffle of two or three acres of land.
Lately, however, from;the rapid advance of trade, the popu-
lation has been greatly on the increafe. By the following
table of births, as they ftand inrolled in the parochial re-
cords, it will appear that the prefent population is not fo

great as at a eentury ago,
Tasrz

® Dustreath, the property of Sir Archibsld Edmonftone of Duntreath,
Baronet.
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TaBLE oF BIRTHS.

Dates. Births., Dates. Births.
1695, - 37 f740, - 30
1696, - 32 1760, - Iz
1697, - 22 1980, - 16
1608, < 4% _ 1790, - 10
1700, .- 35 1791, | - 26
1720, - 30 1792, - 27

Gentlemens Seats, & cimAbout a mile and = half fouth of
the village is the Place of Killeurn, anciently the feat of 2
cadet of the Montrofe family, but lately of Robert Scott of
Killearn, Efy; and now the property of tbe Right Hon.
Yames Montgomery, Lord Chief Baron for Scotland. The
prefent edifice, which is far from being large, was built in
the year 1688. Numerous plantations, regularly difpofed
in-form of clumps, belts, and wilderneffes, beautify and
thelter an extenfive tra& of pleafure ground round thé houfe.

Croy. fituated about a mile from Killearn place, received
the greateft part of its prefent improvements, about 3o
yexrs ago, from its then proprietor, Robert Muirbead, Efg;
merchant, Glafgow. About 5o acres around the manfion-
boufe are laid out in planting, difpofed in the moft advanta-
geous manner for fhelter and ornament. Amongft the na-
tural beauties of Croy may be mentioned Dualt glen. The
fides of this delightful recefs are very. fteep, and, for a long
courfe, exhibit a great variety of trees and fhrubs, grouped
together in almoft every conceivable form, whilft the under

herbage difplays not a few rare indigenous plants in great

perfeftion. Foot paths, cut out alongft the windings of the
banks, command, in various points of light, many beauti-
fully diverfified profpe@s. The head of the glen is ter-
minated by a freeftone rock, nearly perpendicular, about

6o
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60 feet in height, over which the rivulet of Dualt, falling
precipitately into a deep Linn, forms a delightful cafcade,
which adds not a little to the grandenr and folemnity of
the fcene. About half a mile from Dhualt glen, and in the
eftate of Croy, is A/hdow, which exhibits a fcenery in many
refpe@s peculiarly firiking. It confifts of a high rock, over
which the water of Carzock precipitately falls, and, by Lhe
work of many ages, has cut out for itfelf a deep and wind.
ing paffage. The projeiing rocks, on both fides the water,
are wild beyond defcription. Nearly meeting at the top,
in fome places, they widen below into beautiful curva-
tures, naturally hollowed out in various dire@ions. The
romantic appearance of the racks is fet off to advantage by
trees and fthrubs hanging, in great. profufion, over the clefts.
The rivolet dathing over the precipice, and rumbling
through the deep-worn channel ; the united harmony of a
great variety of the feathered tribe; and the dark fhade,

which perpetually refts upon a grear part of this piGturefque .

{cenery, confpire to fill the mind of the beholder with the

moft pleafing ideas of the grand, the delightful, and the -

folemn. The eftate of Cioy, now the property of William
Richardfon of Croy, Efq; Profeffor of Humansty in the Uni-
verfity of Glafgow, is receiving daily improvements.
Ballikinrain, the property and fummer refidence of Ro-
bert Dunmore of Ballindaloch, Efq; occupies one of the moft
pleafant fituations in this part of the country. The man-
fion-houfe, which is of a modern conftru@ion, is by far the
moft elegant and commodious dwelling-houle in the parith.
The eftate, before it came by marriage into Mr Dunmore’s
pofleflion, belonged for feveral centuries to the Napicrs of
Ballikirrain. The laft proprietor, John Napier of Balli-
kinrain, Efq; was the fixteentd of the name and family of
Napler, who, in fucceffion, poffefled the eftate. It is now
suriched with many agricultural improvements, efpecially
' . inclofures

N
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inclofures and planting, wlnch are highly ornamental as
well as profitable.

On the eftate of Balglafs, likewife the property of Mr
Dunmore, and adjoining to Ballikinrain, is a large dwelling-
houfe or caftle, of an antiquated conftrulion. ]t is re-
ported that this place was anciently well fortified, and that
Sir William Wallace of Elerflie, the brave defender of his
country, once found it' a fafe retreat in time of damger.
This place is rendered confpicuous by the Corries or Curries
of Balglafs. They are femicircular excavations, naturally
hollowed out in the weftern extremity of that ridge of hills,
commonly known by the name of Campfie and Strath-
blane Fells. Some of the Corries are very fpacious, being

_more than 2 mile diameter. In feveral places they beau-
tifully exhibit the various mineral firata, of which the
mountains are compofed.

At no great diftance from Ballikinrain are Balyubas
(vulgarly Boban) and Carbeth ; the former, belonging to
Thomas Bucbanan of Balguban, Efy; and the latter to Yobn
Bucbanan of Carbeth, Efy. Around the manfion-houfes
on both eflates are plantations and inclofures to a confider-
able extent.

No fpot in the parifh, or perhaps in Scotland, has a bet-
ter claim to the attention of the public, than the indifput-
able birth-place. of GEORGE BucCHANAN, the celebrated
poet and hiftorian. That great man, whofe name is de-
fervedly famous through Europe, was born at a place
called the Mofi, s fmall farm-houfe on the bank of the
water of Blane, and about two miles from the village of
Killearn. The farm was the property of George Bucha-
nan’s father, and was for a long time pofifeffed by the name
of Buchanan. It is now the property of Mr William Fin-

lay of Mofs, and holds of the family of Drummikill, from
' which
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which George’s anceftors defoended. The place is called
the Mofs, becaufe it is fituated in the vicinity of a peat-
mofs, which is part of the farm. The dwelling-houfe, con-
fidered as a building, is very far from being confpicuous;
although it is no worfe, and probably never was worfe than
the ordinary farm-houfes in this part of the country. Its
appearance of meannefs arifes from its being very low, and
covered with ftraw thatch. Part of it, however, has been
rebuilt, fince the yeat 1506, when George was born. Mr
Finlay is highly to be commended for preferving, as much
as poffible, the ancient conftruétion and appeatance of this
far famed and much honoured houfe. The moft fupetb
edifice would fink into oblivion, when compared with the
humble birth-place of George Buchanan. Long may the
Mofs of Killearn afford mankind a ftriking proof that the
Gex1vs of learning does not always prefer the lofty abodes
of the great and powerful: It muft, however, be remarked,
that the parents of Buchanan, although not very opulent,
yet were not in abje& or indigent circumftances. The
farm, which confifls of a plough of land, was able, by the
aid of indufiry and ceconomy, tokeep them eafy. A place
in the neighbourhood §s, to this day, called Heriot's Shiels,
fo denomninated from Biichanan’s mother, whofe name was
Agnes Heriot, and who firft ufed that place for the fhield<
ing of fheep. It is reported, that he received the firft ru-
diments of his education at the public fchool of Killearn,
which was for a long time in great repute, and much fre-
quented. He afterwards, by the liberal affiftance of his
uacle George Heriot, after whom he was named, went to
Dumbarton, Paris, €9¢c. €9c. to complete his fludies. A
confiderable number of old trees yet remain adjacent to
the houfe; and are reported to have been planted by
George when a boy. A mountain afb, famous for its age

Vor. XVI. o and
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" and fize, was blown down a few years ago; but care is
taken to preferve two thriving fhoots that have rifen from
the old ftool.

The gentlemen of this parith and neighbourhood, led -
by a laudable ambition to contribute a teftimony of refpe&
to their learned countryman, lately erected, by voluntary
fubfcription, a beautiful Manument to his memory. By
fuch public marks of approbation beftowed wpon good and
great men, the living may reap advantage from the dead,
Emaulation is thereby excited, and the 3&ive powers of the
mind ftimulated by an ardour to excel in whatever is
praifeworthy. Buchanan’s monyment is fituated in the
village of Killearn, and commands sn extenfive profpett.
It is a well-proportioned Obelifk, 19 feet fquare at the bafis,
and reaching to the height of 103 feet above the ground.
In the middle is a cavity of 6 feet fquare at the bottom,
gradually diminithing until it reaches the height of 54 feet,
where it becomes fo narrow as to receive the end of a
Norway pole, which is continued to the top of the pbelifk.

"To this pole, the machinery for raifing up the materials
for building, was fixed. Owing to this peculiar mode of
conftru&@ion, the moaument is belieyed to be much ftrong-
er than if it wete folid. The foundation was laid, in the
month of June 1788, by the Reverend James Graham,
minifer of the parith. In the foundation-flone was de-
pofited a cryflal bottle hermetically fealed, containing s fil-
wver medal, on which way engraved the following inferip-
glon: ,

. In
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In Memoriam,
Georgii Buchanani,
Poetz et Hiftorici celeberrimi:

Accolis hujus loci, ultra confereatibus,
heec Columaa pofita eft, 1788.

Jacobus Qraig, archite@: Edinburgen.

This beantifal frufture is built of a white millftone-
grit found a little sbove the village of Killearn, and in the
eftate of the Lord Chief Baron. The quarry from which
it was taken has been wrought for a long time paft, and is
very extenfive : It was known by the name of the Lettre-
kil Quarry, from the name of the ground; afterwards it
was called the Mill-flone Quarry, becaufe mill-flones were
frequently taken from it; then the Houfe of Montrofe
Quarry, becaufe it afforded flones for the Duke of Mon-
teofe’s houfe at Buchanan; now it is called tbe Monument
Quarry. The flone is not of a very courfe grit, but is ex-
tremely hard and durable.

Gartaefi—The Pot of Gartsefs, in the water of Enrick,
bas, for its beauty and fingularity, always attrated the at-
tention of firangers. It is a deep linn, fhaped like a cal-
dron or pot, whence the origin of the name. It is occa-
fioned by the fall of the water over a rock that lies acrofs
the river ; the fall is not perpendicular, but is interrupted
by three or four breaks. This romantic and well knowa
fpot affords no little entertainment to the an ler; as the
falmon and trout from Lochlomond, being frequently un-
able to force their way over the rock, which requires two
or three great leaps quickly made, are detained in the linn,

. and
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and taken fometimes in great numbers.—At this place,
but on the Drymen fide of the water®, is Gartnefs mill,
which has long maintained a high reputation for grain ;and
lint. The remarkable fervices done the public by this
mill during the great froft in the year 1740, were fo fea-
fonable, that they will not 'for a long time be forgotten.
It fortunately happened, that in 1739 the mill received 2
new wheel of a very good conftruftion. It was made of
black faugh (willow) that grew at Touch, a few miles
from' Stirling. This kind of wood, of all others, was then
preferred for making mill-wheels; its excellency was fap-
pofed to confit ip toughnefs and durability. Owing to
the firength and other properties of the wheel, Gartnefs.
+ mill was, by the aid of a conftant fire, kept a-going during
* the feverity of the froft, when all other mills, for a great
way round, were entirely ftopped. Corn at that.time was
brought to Gartnefs from great diftances, and thereby ma-
ay families were kept from ftarving.— Adjoining the mill
are the remains of an old houfe in which Joun Narier
of Merchifton, inventor of the logarithms, refided a great
purt of his time (for fome years) when he was making his
calculations. It is reported, that the noife of thé cafcade
being conftant, never gave him uneafinefs, but that the
elack of the mill, which was only occafiomal, greatly di-
flurbed . his thoughts. He was, therefore, when in deep
fludy, fometimes under the neceflity of defiring the miller
to ftop the miM, that the train of his ideas might not be in-
terrupted.  He ufed frequently, in the evening, to walk
out in his night-gown and cap. This, with fome things
whichs to the vulgar appeared rather odd, fixed on him the
charaler of a warlock. It was firmly believed, and cur-
rently reported that he was in compa& with the devil ; and

that

# Tho- Enrick at this place divides Killearn from Drymen parith,
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that the time he fpent in fludy was fpent in Jearning the
black art, and holding converfation with OM Nick. But
John Napier was not the only great man who, in days of
ignoranoce, was fuppofed to be a wizard; nor were the vul-
gar in this neighbourhood the only people who believed
in witchcraft.

Qgyadrupeds, Birds, 8¢.—~This parifh is not remarkable
for any of the more uncommon produions of nature. The
fox, badger and foumart, are no ftrangers to fome of the
glens and rocks. Afhdow is particularly noted for the
banats of owls, hawks, kaws, and wild cats. The currie
of Balglafs has long been remarked for an eagle that hat.
ches her young in that fequeftered and rocky fpot. He-
rons have their periodical haunts in feveral places of the
parith, as st Balglafs and Corbeth, where in tall fir-trees
they annually bring forth their young. The king's-fither
has been obferved at Croy, on the banks of the Blaae, a
river much refembling the muddy and {low-flowing wa-
ters chicfly frequented by that beautiful bird.  Jays, mag-
pies and bulfinches abound in the plantations at the hill
of Killearn, and fome of the neighbouring banks.

Fifb.—~Few places in Scotland afford better entertain-
ment for the angler than this parifh, there being a great
number of rivulets and brooks abounding with trout, of
which Lochlomond affords in great plenty a perpetual fup-
ply. Salmon, pike, and eels of different kinds, frequent
the Eorick and Blanc; but no fifh in greater numbers, at
a certain feafon of the year, than the braife (roacs, Eng.)
Vaft fhoals come up from Lochlomond, and by nets are
caught in thoufands.  Their emigrations from the loch,

however, are only for the fpace of three or four days about
© the
2
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the end of May. The parr is, through the whole year, an
inhabitant of the Enrick ; but it is in greateft perfe@ion
about the beginning of harveff. Some of them more than
a foot in length, have been caught at Gartnefs.

Plants, Trees, $9c.—Great varieties of indigenous plants
ornament the numerous glens, rocks, and muirs. The Ju-
niper grows in fome places to a great fize, and is com-
monly very prolific. Fhe flone bridge over the Blane, at
the Mofs, is founded upon a layer of juniper buthes. Itis
believed that this plant, when in a wet fitnation below
ground, refifts corruption for a very long time. It wasbe-
lieved, during the plague in Scotland, that people who
lived in the immediate neighbourhood of places abounding
with juniper, or who burned it plentifally in their houfes,
were not readily, if at all affeted with the plague. The
Scottith Gaul, (Mpyrica Gale, Linn. ), a valuable vermi-
fuge, abounds in feveral places of the parith. Were the
qualities of this oderiferous fhrub more generally known,
its cultivation would probably be attended with confider-
able prdfit. Amongft the plants which are not generally
very common, are the Feftuca ovina viviplara; Echium
vulgare, Imperatoria Offrutbsum, Parnaflia paluftrss, Poly-
gonum Penfylvanicum, Adoxa Mofchatellina, Eryfimum
Barbarea, Chryfofplenium Alternifolium, Saxifraga Bype
noides, Matricaria Parthenium, Empetrum smigrum, Afple-
nium Scolopendrium, A.Ruta muraria, Polypodium Lon-
chitis, P. phegopteris, P. fragile, Lycopodinm clavatem,
L. Selaginoides, L. Selago, L. Alpinum.

The Sambucus sigra (elder tree, Eng.) is no ftranger
in many places of the parith. Some of the trees are very
well fhaped, and by the natural bending of the branches
caufe an agreeable fhade, or bower, exhibiting an example
of the propriety of the aame given to that {pecies of plants

in
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in'Scotland, namely, the Bower-tres. A great number of
beautiful oaks ornament the eftate of Ballikinrain, The
largeft, and probably the oldeft in the parith, grows in full
vigour at Killearn place. The trunk is 12 feet circum-
ference, and fupports many flately branches that widely
difplay a foliage uncommonly pleafant. No produiion of
the vegetable kingdom in this parith is, however, more re-
markable than two large yew trees at Bullikinrain. One
is the berry bearing kind, the other not. The trunk of the
former is 8 feet in circumference, of the latter, 10.feet 8
inches. They are only g9 feet feparate from each other,
making the appearance, at a diftance, of a fingle tree only;
they are about 60 feet in height. Nine large branches
firike off from the male plant, at the height of 6 feet from
the ground : they make a beautiful carve downwards, fo
that their extremities touch the earth, and cover an area of
18 yards diameter, forming a moft agreeable fhade, impe-
petrable at all times to rain. As there is no account, even
by tradition, when they were planted, their age muft be
great. They are frequented by a confiderable number of
the golden crefted wren, ("Motacila Regulus ), the {malleft
bird in Europe, and, except the humming bird, probably
in the world. They build their nefls under the curving
extremities of the branches, where the foliage is thickeft.
Their nefls are conftru@ed with exquifite art, and are fuf-
. pended under the twigs, like fo many little batkets from
the ceiling of 2 room. -

This part of the country is far from bemg deftitute of
exotic plants in a high degree of perfe@ion. This is par-
ticularly the cafe with refpe-to the larix, 8 great number
of which adorn the banks and inclofures at the houfe of
Killearn. They are about 6o years old, being among the
firft of the kind that-were planted in the open field in Scot-
land ; they sre generally 3 feet dismeter at the thickeft,

and
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and have grown to the tallnefs of nearly 100 feet. For
beauty and fize very few, if any of the kind in Scotland
furpafs them. In the vicinity of the larixes are many bean-
tiful fpruce and beech trees, of uncommonly lerge dimen-
fions. The oriental mapple, the fweet chefnut and tulip
trees have, in this place, arrived to great perfe&ion and

beauty.

Minerals, 85¢.—With refpe& to the minersl kingdom,
few things ia this parith merit particular attention. The
higber parts of the hills confift chiefly of a decompofible
whinftone, containing, in fome places, {mall veins of an hes-
matitical iron ore ; but the quantity yet difcovered is too
fmall to become an obje&t of importance. In fome places
on the fides of the hills, are found many fucceflive firats of
till and limeftone. Thefe are beautifully difplayed in fe-
veral places where large excavations have been made by
means of water. The limeftone is of two kinds, and &
wrought but in fmall quantities. The preferable kind is
not difpofed in regular compaé firata, but rather in irre-
gular maffes, imbedded in a reddith clay blotched with
white. The inferior kind is called camflone, from its being
chiefly found in glens. It is difpofed in thin, but name-
rous regular ftrata, feparated from each other by 2 bluifh
till, that, when acted upon by the weather, falls down into
day. The camftone, when broken, has a fmooth furface;
it contains a great proportionable quaatity of clay in its
compofition ; and after it is fufficiently burnt, and whillt
red hot in the fire, it muft be flacked with water poured
upon it, otherwife it will not readily fall down into lime.
The ftrata are fo thin, that they are not thought to be worth
working. Fragments of the fone, which fall down from
the fides of the glens, are occafionally gathered for ufe.
Some varieties of it, which crumble down by expofure to
the weather, might, without being burat, ferve for the

purpofe



. of Killearn. .~ 113

purpofe of manure. An extenfive firatum of an excellent
millftone grit enriches the eftate of Balglafs, and fupplies
the country to a great diftance with millitones. The quar-
ry began to be regularly wrought about 40 years ago; it
is now cut down to the depth of 24 feet, and can afford
flones of any fize, and of 3 different qualities. A very
thick ftratum of foft freeftone, the grit not fine, prevails in
all the lower grounds of the parifh; its depth has not yet
been difcovered. It is of a red colour, but variegated with
blotches, and fireaks of white and grey. It is not of the .
beft quality for building, and_affords no {ymptoms of any
valuable mineral in the vicinity. Several trials, by doring
and /banking, have been made to find coal, but unfuccefs-
fully ; and I do not think that any where in the parith
the fymptoms of that ufeful foflil are favourable. Amongft
the ftones in this parith may be mentioned a jafper, which ,
abounds in the banks of Enrick, and likewife in the pa-’
rifhes of Buchanan, Balfrone, and Fintry. The colours are
brown, red and green intermixed, in the form of blotches
and ramifications ; fome nodules refemble the bloodftone,
whilft others contain a confiderable portion of the zoned
agate, which abounds in many places of Scotland. The
jafper takés a ﬁne polith, and has been cut into feals, but-
tons, f.s’c.

Climate.—The climate is wet and cold, hut\the air is not
infalubrious. The inhabitants are not remarkably fubje&
to any epidemical difeafe. Many of them live to a confi-
derable old age : There are four petfons at prefent between
80 and go years of age. John Buchanan of Provanftoun,
aged 104, died here anno 1792. ‘

.

Agriculture—The moft of the hilly part of the parifh is
yet in a ftate of nature, having never been plowed; but

Vor. XVL P the
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the lower grounds are generally arable. The former coa-
tains feveral extenfive moors and mofles, which are chiefly
occupied in fheep-walks; the litter, (not the half of the
extent of the parifh), is for the moft part inclofed with
flone-dikes and hedges. The foil is, for the moft party
of a fiff clay that becomes exceflively hard when dry, and
generally has a wet.cold tilly bottom. In fome diftricts,
however, are a few fields of a loamy foil, which produce
good crops of oats, barley and peafe. The climate is very
unfavourable for the cultare of wheat; but the cultivdtion
of lint, potatoes, ryegrafs and clover, is attended with pro-
fit. There is, however, more cropped with oats than with
all the reft put together. The cultivation of turnip in the
open field is not prafifed, although, from foine few trials
that were nade on that profitable root, there is reafon to
believe that it might be attended with confiderable advan.
tage in feveral thoufand saeres in the parith. Extremely
few of the lately improved jmplements of hifbandry have
here been brought into prallice. The common Scotch
plough, Wrought with four horfes, is in genetil ufe. The
farter, before agriculture can be brought to any tolerable
‘degree of perfe@ion, muft dire@ his care to free his iand
from under water, which almoft univerfally prevails. But
the pralice of draining, although very much needed, meets
here with fmall attention. '

Few places afford better opportunities for irrigation than
this parifh. The country is abundantly fupplied ‘with ex-
cellent water that pours down from the adjacent heights in
fprings and fmall rivulets, which could eafily be direfted
over the numerous declivities. This mode of improvement
was a few years ago tried with fuccefs in Mr Dunmore’s
eftate. The land over which the water was made to flow,
produced grafs uncommonly luxuriant, and retained through
the whole year a fine verdure.

' Attedtion
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Attention is beginping to be paid tp the breeding of
milch-cows by croffing the Ayrfhire with the pative breed,
wbich approaches nearly to the Highland. The native
cows arc generally of a black colour, with white faces;
and weigh, when fat, about 16 ftone heavy weight. The
milk of a cow per day in fummer, is commonly about 43 )
pints Scotch. The milk js moftly made into butter, that
briogs at an average 9d. perlb. The tkimmed milk is
made into cheefe that is fold from 4s. to §s. per ftone.
Grazing cattle for flanghter is, in many parts of the parih,
carried to a confiderable extent, and is attended with pro-
fit. The moorland farins are flocked with abont 14co
{core of the black and grey faced fheep. A few Spanith
fheep were, ih the beginning of 1793, brought by Mr Dun-
more to Ballikinrain, aad are thriving very well. Horfes
for the draught are of the Lanarkthire breed, and are chief-
ly purchafed at Glafgow and Rutherglen markets. Nat a
few of the farmers, however, are in the praice of rearing
borfes on their farms. Two-wheeled carts, and waggons
with one horfe, are very generally ufed ; but fledges are
found to be neceflary in the moorland farms.

The arable land is in general divided into farms of about
60 acres each. Thefe are let in leafes chiefly of 19 years du-
ration. The lands in the eftate of Killearn are, for the en-
couragement of the farmer, generally let in leafes of three
19 years ; and the confequences are far from being bad,
for the tenaonts are, on the whole, doing very well. Care,
however, is very properly taken by the Lord Chief Baron,
to give this enconragement only to perfons of aétive and in-
doftrians habits, and who have a fpirit for agricultural im-
provements. Long leafes to an indolent farmer, even although
at certain terms there may be a proportionated rife in the
rent, only encourages his infuperable indolence. He feeks
20 more than merely to fcrape together as much as’ will

barely
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barely pay the rent, and keep his family in life. The

land is worn out to the lift; his domeftics are trained up in

habits of negligence and floth ; a bad example is fet before

the community ;—and Poverty ftares with her meagre

countenance, in the houfe and in' the field.

The moorland farms are feveral hundred acres in extent.
The great difparity of foil and fituation, occafions a fimilar
difparity of the rent of land. From 10s. to 1§s. per acre
is a common rent for arable l#hd; but fome of it is no
higher than 6s. or 7s. Some places, efpecially on the
banks of Blane and Enrick, where the foil is very good,
are ufually rented at L. 1, 10S. per acre ; but in many
parts of the moors an acre is not worth more than 6 d. and
in the mofles not worth 1d. The increafe of manufalures
in the neighbourhood, and the advancement of agricultural
improvements, for which there is great room in the parifh,

‘will probably raife confiderably the value of land.  The
parifh is fupplied with feven corn-mills and two lint-milis,
which have abundance of water all times of the year. Ta
thefe mills the moft part of the pau{h yct continues to be
aftrited.

Trade.—Every encouragement is given the farmer by
having a profitable and ready market in Balfrone, to which
he has an eafy accefs. The late rapid population of that
newly ere&ted village, has greatly improved the adjacent
country. This pleafing alteration arifes wholly from a
variety of manufatures, recently introduced into the neigh-
bourhood, chiefly by Robert Dunmore of Ballindalloch, Efq.
This public-fpirited gentleman, infpired with the ami-
bition of doing good to mankind by employing them in
ufeful induftry, began his improvements in the year 1788,
By eftablithing 2 muflin manufaltory at Balfrone. This
vﬂlage, which is in the immediate neighbourhood of Kil-

learn,
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iearn, and which formerly contained no more than fix or
feven families, was at that time laid out according to a re-
gular plan, and now contains no fewer than 220 families,
The houfes, many of which are 2 ftories high, are in general
covered with flate. The Balskinrain cotton-mill was ereted
by Mr Dunmore in 1792. Itis conftru@ed for {pinning wool-
len as well as cotton; the former for the carpet, the latter for
the muflin manufa@ure! This work, at prefent carried on
under the management of Mr Robert Macmorran from
Douglafls, employs about 100 perfons, moft of whom refide
in the neighbourhood of the mill. The greateft manufac-
turing work in the parifh is Enrick printfield, which was
.. begun in 1792. The operative part of the bufinefs is car-
ried on by Mr J. F. Moriar, a Swifs, under the firm of
Mecflrs Monteith, Warren, and Company, Glafgow. The
« baildings are conftruted to contain 16 printing preffes, to
go by water, and 72 tables for block-prmtmg, befides
boiling-houfes, dye-houfes, €7c. " for executing bufinefs on a
very extenfive fcale. Every part of the apparatus is new,
and of the moft approved conftru@ion, efpecially the wath-
ing wheels, which are not furpafféd by any in Europe. One
of the bleaching.fields, capfifting of a plain of 1§ acres, is
fecured from the inundations of Enrick by an artificial
bank, .the raifing of which coft a confiderable fum of mo-
ney. Bufinefs was begun here in the month of June 1793.
Bot unofortunately an entire ftop was almoft put to the
work by the prefent ftagnation of trade, which has com-
municated its baneful influence through all this country.
The whole work at prefent (Sept. 1793) employs no
more than 2 50 perfons, the moft of whom refide in Bal--
frone.

Manufaltures, Wages, 89c.—The manufaQures in the
Fanﬂ: befides what are carried on in the places ulready

mentioned,
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mentioned, are not very confidersble, Their flate may,
in general, be known from the following lift of tradefmen
sad artificers :w-Black{miths, 4; coopers, 4; dyers, 43
fiax-dreflers, 3; gardeners, 2 ; hefiers, 17; mafons, 93
fhoemakars, 13; tailors, §; weavers, 28; wrights, 14.—
Mafons and wrights receive ys. 8d. 3-day, during fam-
guer, and from 1§ to 1s. 2d. in winter. Tailoss work ip
their emplayers houfes, gach receiving, befides his viuals,
xod. for his day’s work. The hoficrs are all employed
by manufadturers in Glafgow, and are psjd by the piece.
A day lsbourer hgs from 8 d. to 1s. g-day, with viGuals;
angd 16. 34. or 1s. ¢d. without vitaals. * A man-fervang
for cauptry work hgs from L. 3 to L. 5 Sterling, per half-
year, befides bed, board and wathing; s woman-fervant
has about L. 2. All the thoemakers are engaged in cyflo-
mary work, 3 common expreflion for home confumpt. In
this alfo all the weawers are at prefent employed. That
fo many looms fhould be engeged in cuftomary work for
fo fmall 3 namber of people, ceafes to be a wonder when
it is confidered that very little cloth of foreign manufa&ture
is worn io the parith. The inhabitants continue the prac-
tice of making cloth for their own wearing. The men are
decently clothed, both for Zir# asd market, with well-dref-
fed Scots cloth, commonly of a brown, grey, or blue colour,
In this they think themfclves to be warmer and mare com-
fortable than in the beft Englith fuperfine. The womens
apparel is chiefly a varicty of ftuffs of their own manufac-
ture ; as Bengals, a kind of cloth of linen warp, and cotton
weft ; drugget, compofed of linen warp and woollen weft;
barns, and other coarfe linens of various kinds, befides
plaiding, both tweeled and plain, for gowns and petticoats,
Their bed-cloaths, as blankets, ticking, &¢c. are wholly of
their own making. The linen yarn they fpin from lint
of their own raifing, and the woollen from fleeces the pro-

2 du&
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doft of théep farms in the parith. They pra&ife the arts
of frouritig and bleaching their woollen and linen, which,
for the fafety of both yarn and cloth, they préfer to the
methods ufed in fome bleachfields. A lye made of brec-
kins (pteris agsilina, L1nn.) is of great ufe to then, both
for wathing and bleaching. The method of preparifg this
lye is very fimple. The breckins ate cut when atrived at
their full growth, and always when dry. As foori as con-
venient after beihg cut, they are fixed with dried brootn ;
both are laid in @ leap, and burned. No more broom is
ufed than what is necefliry to affilt in thoroughly burning
them. Along with the broom is fometihes added the
dried roots of cabbages and green kail. The athes of the
whole are tarefully collefted; and boiled in water until all
the alkali is diffolved ; then the lye is poared off for ufe.
In this lye the yarn or cloth is boiled for 4 certain time;
aud the bleaching is thereby greatly accelerated. Not a
few of the inhabitants dye a confiderable vari¢ty of colours,
from materials the proda& of the country. In the propef
management of their cloth, however, they are greatly af-
fited by Mr William Satifon, dyer and clothdrefler at
Ruonroy near Gartnefs, who has brought the dy¢ing and
drefling of Scots cloth to a confiderable degree of perfec-
tion. Cloth is fent him to be dyed and drefled from Glaf-
gow, Stirling, dand all the country round. Mr Jamifott
manafaQures plaids, duffles, blankets, &c. €¢c. for fale;
and his demands are daily increafing.

In addition to what the induftrioys women of Killearn
make for their family wear, they bring a confidérable
quantity of cloth to the tmarket. As much afually of
every web is expofed to fale, as defrays the out-laid ex-
pences for weaving, tc. For this overplus they find
abundance of cuftomers, either in the city of Glafgow, or
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- at three fairs annually held in the village of Killearn.
Scots cloth is fold from 10d. to §s. 6d. per yard;
harn from 8 d. to 1s..5d. ; linen from xs. 6d.to 3s.

By a community fo altively employed, little time is
wafted in idlenefs, intemperance, or political cabals. There
are, however five public houfes in the parith, but they are
chiefly frequented by travellers. Two turnpike-roads,
lately made through the parith, are of great fervice to the
inhabitants. The ftatute-labour, which is mottly raifed in
money at 18 s. Sterling per L. 100 Scots of valued rent, is
appiied to pnvate roads, which are ﬁlll far from being in a
good condition.

The greateft xmpedlment to improvements in this part
of the country is the fcarcity of good fuel. The nearett coal
- is in Campfie or Baldernock, at the diftance of 10 or 12
miles. The price at the hill is 1 5. 6 d. the cart-load, con-
tainingabout 12 cwt. The carriage comes to about 4 s. The
fcarcity of coal is fupplied by turf and peat, for obtaining
which the fenars and tenants have a fervitude on the moors.
The turf is procured by (etting fire to the grafs and heath |
about the month of June, and then raifing the furface with
what is called a flaughter [pade. This pralice greatly in-
jures the moors by depriving them of their verdure, which
neceflurily requires feveral years to be renewed. The lofs,
however, is in fome meafure repaid by the great quantity
of afhes for manure, procured from this kind of fuel.

Religion.—With refpeét to the ftate of religion, few obfer-
vations occur that merig the attention of the public. The peo-
ple in general regularly attend diviae fervice in the parith
church. There are only about 12 adhesents to the different
parties of Seceders. Several refpetable clergymen, fince
the reformation from Popery, have fucceffively been mi-
nifters of the parith, as Mefl. Fortter, Gillefpie, Sempell and

Craig,
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Craig, before the Revolution in 1668. Siace that time the
people have been happy under the fuccefsful miniftry of
Meffrs George Park, James Bain, James Morrifoa, and the
prefent incumbent, James Graham, who was ordained
asso 1768.  The church was rebailt in the year 1934, and
is coaveniently feated. Mr John Finlayfon has, for nearly
40 years, officisted as parochial fchoolmafter. The falary
s L. 8, 13s. yearly. The wages for Englith, writing, and
arithmetic are only 1s. 6d. per quarter. Three or fous
private fchools have, for fome time paft, been kept in dif.
ferent parts of the parifh ; the numerous rivulets and deep
glens by which the country is interfeed, render, to child-
ren living at a diftance, the accefs to the parochial fchool
always dangerous, and often impofiible.

State of the Poor.—Paupers ufaally on the feffion lift-aré
from 10 to 1§, who, according to their need, receive from
4. 10 165. per quarter. A few indigent families receive,
after the facrament, a little fupply, as the minifter and
elders fee proper. The funds for anfwering thefe chari-
table purpofes amount annually to about L. 30, the moft of
which is collefted in boxes handed by the elders throngh
the charch, immediately before pronouncing the blefling in
the forenoon. Noae of the poor are permitced to beg. To
be fo poor as to need afliftance from the kirk-feffion is in
this, and moft other places of Scotland, where poor taxes
sre not eftablifhed, accounted a difgrace, as fuch a flate is
commonly confidered es proceeding, for the moft pert,
either from indolence or mifmanagement. Every attempt
to eradicate, or even to weaken fuch & fenfe of fhame, is
deing a maaifeft injury to fociety.

Mifcellancons Obfervations.—Superfiition yet continues
to operate fo firongly on fome people, that they put a {fmall
Vor. XVI. Q Qquantity
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quantity of falt into the firlt milk of a ¢ow after calving,
that is given any perfon to drink. This is done with a
view to prevent /kaith, if it thould happen that the perfon
is not cany. A certain quantity of cow dung is forced .in-
to' the mouth ot @ calf immediately after it is calved, or at
leaft beforc it receives any meat ; owing to this, the vul-
gar believe that witches and fairies can have n6 power ever
after to injure the calf. But ‘thefe, and fuch like fuperfti-
tious cuftoms, are every day more and more lofing their in-
fluence.

At Blareffen Spout-bead, if we believe tradition, a bloody

battle was fought between the Romans and Scots ;, feveral

fones fat on edge have continged ever fince to diftinguifh

the fpot. The tenant, a few years age, would have car-

ried all the ftones away, had he not been ftritly prohibited

by ‘Mr Buchanan of Carbeth, the proprietar of the gtound,
who had got notice ‘of his intentions.

A very large cairn fome time ago was demohﬂwd in the
muir of Killearn, and the fiones ufed for building dikes.
This ancient fepulchral zumalus concealed, in. the bottom
of it, a,coffin, compofed of flones fo very large .that; they
eounld not eafily be removed, without being firft broken in
picces.

- A phrenomenon not unworthy the attention of the public,.
is an old woman,. who, owing to exceffive grief, about 20-
years ago, became deranged in her judgment. She was
then about 5o years of heyr age. The hair of her head-
foon afterwards became thin and very grey, in which flate-
it ‘continued till about § years ago, when it gradually turaed.
black, thick, and firong. She generally goes with her head
bare, and has not yet recovered the right ufe of her reafon.

The kippering of falmon is fuccefsfully practifed in fe-
veral parts of the parifh. All the blood is taken from the
fith immediately after it is killed ; this is done by cutting



of Killearn. . 123

the gills; it is then cut up at the back, on each fide the
boae or chain, as it is commonly called. The booe is ta-
ken out, but the tail, with two or three inches of thie bone-
is left; the head is cut off; all the guts are taken out; but
the kin of the belly is left uncut; the fith is then laid, with
the kin undermofi, on a board, and is well rubbed, and _
covered over with a2 mixture of equal quantities of com-
mon falt and Jamaica pepper. Some of this mixture is
carefully fpread under the fins to prevent them from cor-
rupting, which they are exceedingly ready to do, efpecially,
if the weather is warm. A board with a large flone is
fometimes laid upon the fith, with a view to make the fak
penetrate into it more effe@ually. In fome places, as
Dumbarton, inflead of a flat board, a fhallow wooden
trough is ufed, by which means the brjne is kept about
the fith ; fometimes two or three falmonjare kippered-in
the fame veffel at the fame time, one being laid upon the
other. The fith, with the board or trough, is fet in a cool
place for two or three days; it is then removed from the
board, and agais mbbed with falt and pepper, after which
it is hung up by the tail, and expofed to the rays of the
fun, or the heat of the fire. Care is previoufly taken to
firetch out the fith by means of fmall flicks or hoops placed
acrofs it fram fide to fide. After it has remained in the
beat a few days, it is hung up in the kitchen, or other dry
place, till ufed. Every method is taken to keep the fith
from putrefalion. It is an error to fuppofe, as fome have
igoecantly done, that kippered falmon means corrupted
falmon. ’

Some people, in order to give the kipper a peculiar
tafte, highly relithed by not 2 few, carefully fmoke it with
peat reek, or the reek of Juniper bufhes. This is com-
monly done by hanging it up fo near 2 chimney in which
peats, or Juniper bufhes are burnt, as that it receives the

fmoke.
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fmoke. There it remains two or three weeks, by which
time it generally acquires the tafte. Salmon kippered in
. this manner ufually fells 3 d. per 1b. higher than when freth.

This parith and neighbourhood were, for a long time,
unhappily expofed to the plundering inroads of large com-
panies of migratory frecbooters, who for fafety lurked in
the borders of the Highlands. Thefe depredators made
frequent incurfions into the parifhes of Buchanan, Balfrone,
Killearn, Dumbarton, Kilpatricks, &/c. and carried off all
the cattle they could find. This infamous pra&ice was
continued fo late as the year 1743, and perhaps later.
Long before that, however, fome gentlemen near the bor-
der of the Highlands, undertook, for certain fums of money,
to prote& the property of .!;hcir neighbours, or to make a
full recompence for what was ftolen from them. The
money paid for this prote&ion was called the Black Mail,
and was paid agreeably to 2 bargain concluded upon by the
two cOntra&mg parties. One of the original contra&s re-
mains in the poffeffion of Mr Dunmore at Ballikinrain.
As this’ contra& is not only a literary cunoﬁty, but is per-
haps the only contra of the kind now exlﬂxng, pnd as it
exhibits a true pi&ure of the ftate of the country fo late as
the year 1941, and likewife leads us to form an idea of the
happy alteration that has fince taken place, the fubjoined
copy of it verdatim will not, it is prefumed, be unaccept-
able to the public, efpecnally as the report of the: Black
Ma\l 18 fo generally, yet fo imperfe&tly known ®,

® Copy of a Contra for keepmg a Watch on the Borders of thc
_Highlands, auno 1741.

It is contra@ed, agreed, and finally ended betwixt the narties under-
written, to witt; James and John Graham elder and younger of Glen-
;ylc. on the one part, and the geutlemen, heritors, and tenants, within
[ S ' the
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the Shires of Pesth, Stirling, and Dambarton, who are hereto fubferibing, on
the other part, in manner following: Whereas, of late years, feveral per-
fons within the bounds aforefaid have been very great fufferers through
fealing of their cattle, horfes, and fhecp ; for preventing whereof the
faids James and John Grabams, with and under the conditions, provi-
fions, aod for the canfes after fpecified, heraby bind and oblige them,
conjunétly and feverally, their heirs, executors, and fucceflors, that the
faid James Grahame fhall keep the lands fubfcribed for, and annexed to
the refpe@ive fubfcriptions, fkaithlefs of any lofs, to be fuftained by the °
beritors, tenants, or inhsbitants thereof, through the ftealing and away
taking of their cattle, borfes, or fheep, and that for the fpace of feven years
complete, from and after the term of Whitfunday next to come ; and for
that effiedd, either to return the cattle fo ftolea from time to time, or other.
wayes, within 6 moneths after the theft committed,to make payment to the
pesfons from whom they were ftolen, of their true value, to be afcertained
by the oaths of the ewners, before any Judge-ordinary; providing al-
ways, that intimation be made to the faid James Graham, at his houfe in
Concilet, or where he fhall happen to refide for the time, of the num-
ber and marks of the cattle, theep, or horfe flolen, and that within 48
hours from the time that the proprietors thercof fhall be able to prove
by bable witnefles, or their own or tieir herds oaths, that the cattie ae
miffing were feen upon their nfaal pafture within the fpace of 48 hours
previgus to the intimation, as faid is; and declaring, that it thail be fofe
ficient if the heritors or temants, be-fouth or be-eafl the town of Drymen,
make intimation in writing at the houle of Archibald Strang, merchant
in Drymen, of their lofles in the before mentioned, to s perfon to be ap-
pointed by the faid James Grabam of Glengyle to attend theire for that
purpofe, snd in bis abfence to the faid Archibald. And further, it is
fpecially condefcended to and agreed upon, that the faid James Grahame
thall not be boand for reftitution in cafes of fmall pickereys ; declaiing,
that an horfe or black cattle ftolen within or without doors, or any nume
ber of theep above fix, thall be conftruted to be theft, and not pickerey.
And with regard to horfes and cattle ftolen within the bounds aforefaid,
sed carried to the fouth, the faid James Grahame obliges him, tbat he
hall) be as ferviceable to the gentlemen fubfcribers in that cafe as be’
poflibly can ; end if he cannct recover them, he fubmits himfelf to the )
difcretion of the heritors in whofe groond the theft is committed, vbe-
ther be fhall be liable for their value or not.

And it is bereby exprefily provided and declared by both parties,
That in cafe of war within the country, that this prefent contra@ fhall
thenceforth ceafe and become void ; fur the which caufes, and on the

o
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other part, the heritors and tenants hereto fubferibing, with and under
the provifions and declarations above and under written, bind asd oblige
them, their heirs, executors, and fucceffors, to make payment to the faid
Jawmes Grabame of Glengyle, or to any perfon he fhall appoint to receive
the fame, of the fum of L.4 yearly during the fpace forefaid, for ilk
bundred pound of ye valued rent of the lands annexed to their refpec.
tive fubfcriptions, and that at two terms in the year, Whitfunday and
Martinmas, by equal portions, beginning the firft terms payment thereof

at the faid term of Whitfuaday nixt, for the half year immediately fol-.

lowing, ‘and fo furth, to continue at the faids terms during the conti-
nuaace of thefe prefents: provideing always, like as is hereby fpecially
provided and declared, that it fhall be leifome and lawful for both
parties to quitt and give up this prefent contrad at the end of every yesr
if they think fit, intimation being always made on the part of the faid
James Grahame at the re(peive kirk-d ithin the bouuds aforefaid,
on a Sabbath day, immediately after the forenoon’s fermon, & moneth be-
fore expiration of the year: and on the part of the heritors and other
fubfcribers, by a letter to the faid James Grahame from them, and ano-

, thes from him, acknowledgeing the receipt thereof, or the atteftation of
twvo wittneffes, that the letter was left at his boufe, or was delyvered to
bimfelf two moneths before expyring of the year; it being always under-
flood, that any fubfcriber may quitt and give up the contra® for his own
part, whether the re’ﬂ: congcur or not at the end of each year, as faid is,
And bath parties bind and oblidge them and their forefaids to perform
the premiffes binc inde to others uader the penalty of L. 20 Sterling, to
be payed by the party failzier to the party obferver, or willing to obferve
their part thereof, attour performance. And moreover, for the faid James
Grahame’s further encouragement, and for the better refiraining the
evil praices above mentioned, the fubfcribers hereby declare, that it is
their intention that all fuch thieveés and pickers as fhall be apprehended
by the (id James Grahame of Glengyle, or occafionally by any other
perfon withio the bounds aforefaid, againft whom there is fufficient
proof, thall be profecute according to law, and brought to juftice, And
for greater fecurity, both the faids parties confent to the, regiftration
hereof in the books of Council and Seffion, or others competent, that
letters of horning on fix dayes, and other ¢xecutorials needfull, may paG
hereon as effeits.  And to that cfle® they conftitute

their procurators, &c. In witnefs whereof, both the faids parties have fub-
fcribed thefe prefents, confifting of this and the preceding fheet, writ-
%en on flamped paper, by Andrew Dick, chyrurgeon in Drymen, at Bal-

gl
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glas, the tnentyeth day of Aprile Im vije and fourty-one years, by Robert
Bentein of Mildovan, before William M¢Lea his fervant, and Mr Wil-
liam Jobnfton fchoolmafter at Balglas, the faid Robert Bontein having
Slled up his firlk date, and witneffes names and defignations. At Balli-
kinrain the tuintie-firft day of forefaid moneth and year, by James Napier
of Ballikivrain, before Alexander Yuill his fervant, and Gibert Conan, ——
tenant in Ballikinrain, the faid James Napier having filled up this fecond
date, witneffes names and defignations.  Att Boquhan the tuenty-fecond
day of Aprile, moneth forfaid, and year, by Hugh Buchanan of Balquhan,
before thefe witnefles, John Paterfon and Robert Duncan, both tenants
yr. Ate Glins, the tuenty-feventh day of moneth and year forefaid, be-
fore thefe witnefes, Walter Monteath of Keyp, and John Buchanan
younger of Glins. Att Eafter Glins, the twenty-(eventh day of moneth
and year forefaid, before thefe witnefles, Walter Monteath of Keyp, and
Thomas Wright younger of Eafter Glins, fublcribet be Alexander Wrighe
of Penfid. Att Ammere, the firft day of Mey feventin hundred and
fortie-one years, befor thees witnes, Arfbelt Leckie of Arnmere, and

* Walter Menteath younger of Keyp, Walter Monteath, att above place,
day, date, year, and witnefles, by James Key portioner of Edenbelly,
month, date, place, and year aforefaid, before thefe witnefles, Waltey
Monteath therein, and Walter Monteith younger of Keyp, and by Ro-
bert Galbraith at Fintrie, fourth May, before Robert Farrie of Balgroa
shan, and James Ure, tenant in Hilltowne of Balgair.

Will. Johnfton, witnefs. Robert Bontein of Mildovan, for my
William M witnefs. lands of Balglas in.the paroch of
Gilbert Cowan, witnefs. Killern, being Three hundred and
Alexander Yuill, witnefS. fifty pound of valuation; and
Jobn Patgrfon, witnefs. lands of Provanftoun, in the pa-
Robert Duncan, witnels. voch of Balfron, Ninety-feven
Walter Monteath, witnefs, pound feven thilling valuation.
John Buchanan, witnefs. Jamges Napier of Ballikinrain, for
Thomas Wright, witnefs, my lands in the paroch of Killern,
Archibald Leckie, witnefs, being Two hundred and fixtie
‘Walter Monteith, witnefs. pound of valnation. And for my
Alexander Wright, witnefs, Lord Napier's lands in @id pa-
Archibald Leckie, witnefs, rocth, being Three hundred and
Walter Monteath, witnes. twentic-eight pound of valvatios.
Walter Mouteath, witnefs. And for Culcreuch’s lands in the
Robest Farrie, witnefs, - paroch of Fintrie, being Seven
James
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James Ure, witnefs.
Jolin Buchanan, witnefs.
James M'Grime, witnels.

hundred and twentie feven pound
of valuation. And for faid Cel-

. erench’s lands, in the parock of
Balfrone, being One bundred and
ten ponad of valuation.

He. Buchanan of Balquhan, for my
lands of Boughan and Brunthegle,
in the paroch of Killears, being

~ One hundred and feventy-three
pound of valuation.

- '‘Mofes Buchapan of Glins, Twe

hunder fextic-two puad valustion.

John Wright of Efter Glins, Sixtie-
fix pound val.

Alexander Wright of Pufide, On
bundred and foure pound and fix
fhiling and eghtpeany Scot va-
luation,

Walter Monteath of Kyp, Three
hundred pounds valuation.

James Key, portioner of Enblioy,
for fexticy-fix pond Scots valu-
ation,

Robert Galbraith, portioner of Edin-
bely, for thiitie-three pound Scots
valuation. :

Alexander Buchanan of Cremanan,
for my land of Cremanan, in the
parach of Balfron, and .
being Two hundred and fixty-
cight pound of valuation.

And the faids James sud John Grabames have fubfcribed thefe pre-
fepts at Buchanaa, the elcveath of June Iaj vij and fourty-one yewss, be-
fore David Greme of Orchill, and Jobn Smith writer in Bachanan : Dee
clarelag, that notwithftanding of the date of the faids James and John
Grabame's fubfeription, yet it thall be underflood, that the obligations
on beth partys by this contra@ fhall and do commence from Whitfunday
1aj vij and fourty-one, in regard it was agreed betwixt the partys, that
the faids obligations Mould commence at that tersm, The date, wit.

nefles
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nefles names and defignations, with this declaration, being wrote by the
faid John Smith, and declared to be part of this contract.
Da Grzme, witnefs. . Ja. Grahame.
John Smith, witnefs. John Graham.

It wonld appear, from the following letter, that this contract was

not difadvantageous to Mr Grahame : )
Sir, Balikinrain, Muay 25 1743.

Notwithftanding of the contract entered into betwixt feveral gentlemen
of the thyres of Stirling and Dumbarton, y-u. and I, annent keeping of a
watch. whereby you was to pay yearly four per ccsf. of valuation; yet I
now agree with you for three per cent. for the lands you have contradted
for ; ana that for the firft term of Whitfunday, and in time comeing du-
ring the ftanding of the contra®. Aad I am, Sir, your moft humble
fervant, ' JA. GRAHAME.

Leaving the reader to make what refletions on this curious contradt
be pleafes, 1 thall only obferve, that Mr Grabame, in this affair, is to be
confidered as a more fuccefsful keeper of the peace, defender of juftice,
and guzranteeing power, than moft who have affumed thefe characters;
for by his adivity and vigilance, in 8 few years, juftice. honefty and
peace vere, in this pare of the country, eftablifhed on a frm apd latting
foundation, and contitue to operate without the aid of contradls,
watches, or guarantees. . '

Vor. XVI. ) ' N U M-
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NUMBER VL
PARISH OF NEWBURN,

(Couvnry axD Stvop or Firx, PrEssrtEay or -
St ANDREIW’S.

By the Rev. Mr LAwRIE, Minifter.

Extent, Sitwation, Surface.

THE parith of Newburn, is, on an average, about 3%
Englith miles long, and 2 broad, is fituated in the
Prefbytery of St Andrew’s, and Synod of Fife, bounded
on the E. by Kilconquhar; on the W.by Largo; by
part of both thefe parifhes on the N. and on the S. by the
fea. The foil in general is very fertile, and produces ex-
cellent crops. Almoft the whole land in the parith is
arable and inclofed. The late Mr Craigie of Lawhill
(oow Hall-hill) began inclofing, and the farmers feem fully
convinced of its advantages. Wheat grew here more than
half a century ago; but a far greater quantity is raifed
now than before. Turnips and potatoes were introduced
many yeass ago likewife ;. but the former, owing to the
: natural
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patural fertility of the foil, and the improved ftate of agri-
cultare, have been cultivated with remarkable fuccefs. The
laxuriant turnip-crops in this diftri& in favourable feafons,
might arreft the attentian of the traveller, who has vifited
tmare fortunate climes.

Population and State of the Poor—The population in
1755 was 438 fouls. The number of fouls was found by
the minifter, in the courfe of his parochial vifitation in
April 1794, to amount exaltly to 456. From a recent
enumeration it appeared, that the inhabitants under 10
years of age were 142. The annual average of births for
the laft 10 ygars appears from the regifter to be 12, The
annual average of marriages is 3, and that of deaths 6.
Though the climate is favourable to longevity, and epi-
demical diftempers feldom prevail, infeion is communi-
cated when any malignant difeafe does appear, by the
common people reforting from all quarters to the apart-
ments of the fick, without adopting any means which
would tend to prevent its diffufion. Far be it from any
Chriftian to difcourage innocent expreflions of friendthip
to the diftrefled; yet the attendance of many idle vifi-
tors on the fick is extremely culpable. They mot only
burt ¢bem in feveral refpe@s, but alfo endanger théir own
lives, and thofe of their neighbours. Oan thefe accounts, the
indifcriminate praétice of vifiting the fick, whetlwer it pro-
ceeds from an impertinent curiofity, or a miftaken principle
of benevolence, is often attended with the moft fatal effe&s.
But wherever prejudice or cuftom, in fpite of falutary re-
monflrance, leads * every one to do that which is right in
“ one’s own eyes,” many of confequence will do wrong.

The number of poor perfons on the parith-roll is feven,
who are fupported by the colleions on Sunday, and the

intereft
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intereft of 2 confiderable fum of money appropriated to
them. The relief granted to each individual varies ac-
cording to the circumftances of the cafe. . Befide their
flated allowance, occafional fupply is giycn where it is
judged necefliry. The poor are maintained in their cwn
houfes ; and, on an average, the annual fum expended for
their fupport, may be about L. 13 Sterling. But relief is
not confined to thefe penfioners aloné. The eftablithed
provifion for the benefit of the indigent, enables the church-
feflion to extend their charity, and receive the applications
of families who are reduced to the neceflity of foliciting

a(ﬁlhnce, in confequence of accidental mistortunes. Church--

feflions ‘are generally allowed to be the moft faithful admi-
niftrators of the funds for the maintenance of the poor,
and indeed, their judicious arrangements have merited the
approbauon of the moﬁ enllghtened part of the commu-
mty

Ecclefiaftical State of the Parifb.—It has been often re-
marked, that Newburn, for many years paft, has been a
nurfery of Seccders ; and remarked with furpnfe, that a
fmall arm of the fea fhould be the boundary between mo-
deration and fanaticifm. Cameronians, Independents, per-
fons belonging to the Burgher Congregation, and alfo to
what is called the Relief Congregation, are to be found
- here. The number of Independents is about 20. They
are the only fe& who have a place of meeting for public
worthip in the parifh. The members of the Relief Con-
gregation ate about the fame number; the Burghers a-
mount to x2; and the number of Cameronians is confined
to two. It is pleafing, however, to a philofephic and a
pious mind to perceive, that the intolerant party-{pirit
Wtuch has too often charalterized feltaries, is far lefs pre.

valcnt
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valent than in former times. Diverfity of religious fentit
ments does not prevent focial intercourfe, and mutual good
offices. . '

In defcribing the general chara&er of the people, it i§
but juftice to pronounce them fober, regular, induftrious.
Humanity, too, it muft be mentioned to their honour,
holds a confpicuous place in the catalogue of their virtues,
It is but juftice alfo to add, that of late no addition has
been made to the number of Seceders in this parith;
on the contrary, one of the elders of the Relief Congre-
gation has returned to the Eﬁgbhihcd Church : rational
religion feems to be gaining ground; and the {mall re-
mainder of enthufiafm will moft probably die with them
who cherifh it.

The patronefs of the parith is Mrs Halket Craigie of
Hall-hill. There are 7 heritors ; at prefent only 3 of them
refide in the parith. The benefice here is one of thofe
which greatly requires increafe ; and a procefs of augmen-
tation is about to be commenced. The money-ftipend at
prefent .is L. 40 : 11 : 1 Sterling, and the vifual-ftipend
confifts only of 4 bolls of wheat, 32 bolls 1 peck of bear,
and 24 bolls, 3 firlots, 3 pecks of cats. The glebe fcarcely
includes 4 acres. The viual-flipend, at an average, is
but L. 40 Sterling per annum, as part of the lands whlch
pay flipend are of an inferior quahty

Scbool.—The parochial fchool is of confiderable repute.
Several gentlemen’s fons refort to it for education, which -
they receive on very moderate terms. Englith is taught
for 15. 6d. ; writing and Englith for 2 s.; arithmetic for
2s.6d.; and Latin for 25. 6d. per quarter. The local
fituation is eligible in two refpe@s: It is favourable both
SOtheir health and their morals, The air is falubrious;

and
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und the youth are not expofed to the contagion of thofe
vices which unhappily prevail in large sowns.

About the middle of the laft century, John Wood, Efq,
proprietor of the lands of Orkie, deflined that property
after his death for ere@ing a free grammar fchool in the
panfh of Drumelry, alias Newburn, and maintainiog fix
poor fcholars thereat, The rent of thefe lands is now
about L. 140 Stetling per anmc'm. and the parochial
fchoolmafter educates and maintains the peor fcholars an
Mr Wood’s mostification, as it is ealled in Scottith law
language ; for he officiates in a double capacity, being
chofen both by the heritors and the patrons of the mor-
tification already mentioned. By the- decd, ¢ Sir Thomas
¢ Gourlay of Kincraig,’ &c. ¢ the minifter of Newburn,’
€fc. and ¢ their fucceflors whatfomever, are appointed
¢ lawfdl, undoybted patrons of the foundation gnd mar-
¢ tification in all time coming.’ Boys of the firname of
Woaod axe always to have a preference,

Price of Labour and Provifions—The yearly wages of
farm-fervants is about L. 7 for men, and L. 3 for women,
befide their vi@lypals, The wages of the day-labourer is
2s.; in time of harvell they are rather higher ; for mow-
ing hay he gets, per day, 1s. 6d. The day wagesof 2
mafon is from 1s. 6d. t0o 25.; of & tailor xs. when he
furnifhes provifions to himfelf; and when viQuals are pro-
vided for him, 6 d.

The average price of beef is 31 d per Ib.; of veal, 33 d.;
and of mutton'the fame. The price of a hen, at an average,
is 16.; of a duck, 9 d.; of a pig fit for table, §s. Butter
is about 8d. per Ib. But the price of labour and provi-
fions, in general, is more than doubled within thefe 30
years. ) .

Improvements
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Inprovements fuggefied—Befides putting the roads in
better repair, the eftablitiment of a more regular market
would alfo be a very confiderable advantage in this part of
the country. Another difadvantage, under which not
only this, but the adjacent parithes labour, is the weight
of bread being left entirely to the will of the baker.
Wherever this is the cafe, the confamer is liable to fuf-
fer lofs; and the very exemption from any regulation on
this point is a temptation to injuftice. A remedy cer-
tainly exifts fomewhere, and it ought to be fpeedily ap-
plied. To remove the local inconvenience comphained of,
or rather the general evil, might not ‘the bread be occa- °
fionally infpedted by fome proper perfon appointed for that
purpofe by the juftices of the peace? And wherever the
weight is found deficient, let the bread be given to the
poor. The very idea of being fubje& to the jurifdiction of
the juftices of peace, or of feeling the confequences of the
complaints lodged with them, would operate as a powerful
refiraint on men who have it in their power to impofe
both en the rich and the poor, it is faid, by charging what
they chafe for a loaf, which might be purchafed in other
places, where there is a check and controuling power over
bakers, for a far more realonable price. While fome of
the people complain of imaginary grievances under the
happy conftitution where they live, it is hoped the rea}
one now fpecified will be removed as foon as it is poffible.

Antiguities.~~There are veftiges of the eaft part of the
church having been a Roman Catholic chapel.

If we may give credit to the records and traditions
which havo been tranfmitted to us of that early period, the
Culdees, who are thought to have been the firft regular"
clergy in Scctland, had a church and refidence in this parith

3 fo
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{o early as the time of Malcolm Canmore. The earlieft re-
cords which we have of thefe monks mention Hungus the
firlt King of the Pifls, as their Great Benefa@or ; and St
Andrew’s, or its neighbourhood, as their chief refidence.
Brude, the laft King of the Pi&ts, made a donation to them
of the iile ‘of Lochlevens Kirknefs was given to them by
M:Beth, fon of Finlay; and their Majefties King Malcolm,
and his Queen St Margaret, granted to them the village

of Balchrsfise ®, (or, as it has been interpreted by fome,

the Town of Chriftian), in this parith. The prefent pro-
prietor of the village (Mr Chriftie of Balchriftie) informs
me, that fome years ago he dug up the foundation-ftones
of an old edifice near the weftern wall of his garden, and
in the very place where, according to the beft accounts,
the church of the Culdees ftood. Some ﬁy; this was the
firft Chriftian church in Scotland ; and, indeed, the name
of Balchriftie, as above explained, and the high probability
of the Culdees landing firft on the'adjacent inviting fhore,
give confiderable countenance to the tradition.

Additional Obfervations.—This fituation has been long
admired for variegated fcenery and an’ extenfive view.
The fcene now before me, confifting of woods and waters,
and hills and dales, is fuch as the writer of romance might
have delighted to feign. Hall-bill at prefent appears in
ruins ; but a new manfion houfe, as is believed, will foon
add to the beauty of thefe rural wilds. He latebra dulces
. etiam, fi credas- amanez. The gentlemen are elegantly
lodged themfelves; and their tenants have far better farm-
houfes than in former times. All ranks, indeed, feem to

R participate

® Vide Guthric's Hiftory of Scotland, and the authorities to which ke
refers.
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participate more of the comforts and conveniencies of life
than their fathers—more than many of themfelves did in
the days that are paft. From the communications of the
clergy, this feems to be the cafe through all the land,

which is one proof, among many others, that might be
produced, of the futility and the falfehood of thofe com-
plaints which fome malcontents have been plcafed to ad-
vance againft the goveroment of Great Britain. But the
period has now fortunately arrived when, in confequence
of the vigilance of a vigorous adminiftration, and the good
fenfe of an enlightened people, Britain is faved, and Vil-
lany, it is prefumed, will no longer dare to addrefs Igno-
rance ; the period has now fortunately arrived, when the
eye of loyalty is gladdened to fee, that they who had
flocked to the ftandard of fedition are fcattered: Yes!
the aufpicious period has arrived, when the Genius of our
favoured ifle, in all her native majefty and magnanimity,
can proclaim : ¢ My children abhor the fanguinary fac-
“ tions of France. They difavow their principles, and de-
“ teft their pratice. Principles fo bafe they leave for mif-
“ creants to teach, and madmen to believe. The feafon of
4 delnfion is paft, and Britons love their native land. Many
“ wanderers have returned to the Houfe of thar Fathers.”

»

Vor. XVI. S NUM-
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NUMBER VIL

PARISH OF PORTREE,

ANCIENTLY KILTARAGLAW,

(Couxry or INvERNEss, SYNoD or GLENELG, AND
PRESBYTERY OF SKY.)

By Mr ArLexaNDER CAMPBELL, Schoolmafler, Portree.

Name, Situation, Extent, t5c.

ORTREE was a part of Snizort till the year 1726,
when it was erefed into a feparate parith; and is fo
called from its excellent harbour of the fame name. Port-
ree, or rather Port a Rio, (the King’s Harbour), is a Gaelic
word, compounded of Port, an Harbour, and Rio, a King.
This name was probably given to it as far back as the ‘
thirteenth century, in the reign of Alexander III. of Scot-
land, when Haco, King of Norway, after his dreadful over-
throw at the Largs by Alexander Stuart, great-grandfatber
of him, who, the firft of that mame, reigned in Scotland,
put in there with the remains of his thipwrecked fleet; or,
as fome would bave it, not till the times of James V. in
confequence
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confequence of that monarch’s putting in there, in his four
through the Hebrides. It is fituated in the prefbytery of
Sky, Synod of Glenelg, and County of Invernefs. Its
length from N. to S. is g computed miles, and its breadth
throughout 3, befides the iflands of Raafay and Ronay, that
form a great part of it; the former of which, extending
all along the coaft, is of the fame length, and from 3 to 1%
miles broad. Ronay is about 4 miles long, and near 2
broad ; and the whole parith may contain an area of 41,900
fquare acres. It is bounded on the N. by Snizort ; on the
E. by the channel or found that divides Raafay and Ronay
from A pplecrofs and Gairloch ; on the S. by Strath; and

on the W. by an extenfive moor that feparates it from

Bracadale.

The variety of its hills, vallies, and plains, and the pro-
{pe& of the Sound, which, excepting in fome places on the
coaft, where it opens to the view, prefents itfelf in the like-
nefs of lochs or lakes, give the country a very agreeable
and piGurefque appearance, particularly in the milder fea-
fons of the year; and throughout this part of the High-
lands, fcarcely any two places can boaft of fituations more
beautiful and pleafant, than the place of Portree and Cla-
cban, or Kirktown, in the fouth end of Raafay, the pro-
prictor’s feat. On the W. Raafay rifes with a feemingly
eafy afcent, to a great height above the fea, and terminates
in a fmall, round, and green hill, flat at the top, and faced
with rock, called Dun-/an, from its fimilarity, perhaps, ata
diftance, to thefe Danith forts, that go under the general
name of Duses, fo frequent in the Highlands and iflands;
the meaning of the laft part of the name is not certainly
known. On the E. fide of the ifland, the coaft is very
high, fteep, and nearly approaching to a perpendicular; as
is alfo the coaft of Portree, on each fide the mouth of the
barbour ; but more efpecially on the N. where huge cliffs

)
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"of flupendous height, and magnificently grand, rife one
above another *. At the bottom of thefe rocks above the
fhore, for more than 1-4th of a mile in length, is a.decli-
vity whieh, though fleep, of difficult accefs, and every
where interfperfed with large loofe ftones that fall from
the cliffs above, yields fuch excellent pafture, that the gen-
tleman who peffefles the farm to which it belongs, at the
rifk of lofing fome of them over the precipices, fends thers
every fummer a part even of his milk cows. Here as well
as over all Sky; from the-height of the hills and proximity
of the fea, the air feldom continues long of the fame tem.
perature 3 fometimes it is dry, oftener moift, and in the
latter end of winter and beginning of fpring, cold and pier-

_cing; at an average, three days in twelve throughout the
yeat, {carcely free from rain, far lefs from clouds. Thefe,
attra@ed by the hills, fometimes break in ufeful and refreth-
ing fhowers; at other times fuddenly burfting, pour down
their contents with tremendous noife, in impetuous torrents
that deluge the plains below, and render the {malleft riva-
let impaffable ; which, together with the flormy winds fo
cominon in this country, in the months of Auguft and
September, frequently blaft the hopes, -and difappoint the
expedations of the hufbandman. Snow has been often
known to lie on the ground from three to feven weeks;
and on the higheft hills, even in the middle of June, fome
fpots of it are to be feen. To this various temperatare of
the air, and unc'erta.inty of weather, the fevers and agues,
headachs, rheumatifms, colds, and dyfenteries, which are
the prevalent diftempers, may be-afcribed, That it is far,

' however,

# The entrance to the loch pn the north fide, prefents a cragg refem.
bling Salibury Craig, and is called Nicolfon’s rock, from the family
which inhabits the farm, who are faid fo have occupied it fince the time
f the Daney. /
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however, from being unwholfome, is fufficiently evinced
by experience ; for the inhabitantsare, in general, as firong
and healthy, ard arrive at as advanced an age, as thofe who
Yive in milder climates, and under a ferener tky. The
gout is not known as a diftemper affe&ting the inhabitants.

Hills, Woods, Lakes, and Rivers.—~The moft remarkable
hill in the parith, is that which, W.S. W. of the harbour,
rifes sbove it, firft,  with an eafy and gentle acclivity, but
becomes fleeper nearer the top. It is called 45t Suidbe
Tbuin, or Fingal's fitting place, becaufe on the top of it is

a green hillock, on which, fays tradition, Fingal was wont . '

to fit in-ftate, point out the different courfes, and furvey-
his heroes purfuing the chace. From this hillock, in a
clear day, the lofty hills of Cuillin and Strath, the parithes -
of Duirinith and Bracadale, the Long Ifland, North and

South Uift, and Barra may be feen ; as likewife the weft
fide of Troternith, Portree, Raafay, Applecrofs, Loch-
Carron, and the interjacent feas. The fides of the hill are
covered with feveral farms of different fizes; and, except
ia fome places N. and S. and towards the top, which is
cither rocky, or covered with heath, the whole is good pa-
flure or arable ground. Nearly oppofite to this hill, at a
mile’s diftance, S. E. of the harbour, tifes Bemn-Dean-a-
dbaig, or the hill of his defence, having alfo on its top a
green hillock, called Cruachan Mbic Swain, (Macfwain's
eminence), remarkable only for its fimilarity to that on
the top of Ait Suidbe Tbuin, excepting the tradition, that
a fon of Swasin, or Sweno, a Danith or Norwegian king, lies
buried there, may be thought deferving of notice. On the
fide of Bein-Dian-a-bbaig, that looks towards Raafay, and
which is extremely fleep, rifes a number of rocks of coni-
cal form, green at their tops, or covered with heath; be-

tweea
2
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tween thefe rocks run fmall hollow vales, where fheep and
goat find pafture ; and at the bottom of the hill, on the
.fame fide, are feveral caves in which fea.-fowl and wild
pigeons neftle, and into fome*of which the fea, at high
water, enters.  The hill itfelf, on account of its height and
peculiar form, is an infallible mark of the fituation and
place of the harbour. On the flopes of Ast Suidbe Thusn,
N. W. from the harbour, are to be feen the remains of a
natural wood, confifting chiefly of birch and alder, which
sbout 20 years ago, it is faid, was in a tolerable good con-
dition, but is now much decayed. About 30 years ago,
fome firs were planted on the farm of Scorribres, north fide
of the entry to Portree; but, on account of its eafterly ex-
pofure, and the fea air, they did not thrive well. No more
than 500 or 600 trees, well theltered, have arrived at any
degree of perfeion. In Raafay, there are two or three
fpots of natural wood, which, being ufually well kept, are
of no fmall ufe to the inhabitants and their neighbours,
and of confiderable emolument to the proprictor. The
late Raafay planted feveral {pots near his houfe, of which
the parts better theltered have done ‘well ; thofe more ex-

pofed have thriven but indifferently.
There are many frefh water lochs, of which two only
are worthy of notice, Loch-fad and Loch-leathan, or the
Long Loch and Broad Loch, one of them being long, and
the other fhorter, but much broader. They are in the
north end of the parith, very highly fituated, of confider-
able extent, and contain great plenty of white and red
trout, flounder, and eel. The trout of Loch-leatben are in
general very large, fome of them weighing from 1 to 2,
or 2} Ib. They have no communication with the fea, but
one from Loch-leatben, over a very high and extraordinary
fleep precipice, which forms a fingular and curious cafcade,
.that from the fea Pelow appears beautiful and grand be-
yond
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yond defcription. The moft confiderable rivers are thofe
of Higichan and Glenbbargti, which fcarcely deferve to be
mentioned, but for the falmon caught in them in autumn
and the latter end of fummer. The former, formed by
many ftreams rifing in the hills of Cwillin and Strath, run
through a glen that divides Mingnith in Bracadale from
the fouth end of Portree, and difcharges itfelf into an inlet
of the fea, called Locb-fligichan, two miles weft of Sconfer.
Having no bridge, in times of heavy rains the fiream is fo
violent and impetuous, that travellers dare not approach it.
The latter derives its fource from feveral fmall lochs in
the moor N. W. of Higiedan, and after haviug run 2 miles
throngh it, continues its courfe further for a mile and a
half along the valley at the foot of At Sladln Tbuin into
Portree Loch.

Antiquities and Curigfities~There are two Dunes, or
Danith forts, of round form, that bear marks of a very
high antiquity; one old caftle, .formerly the feat of the
Lairds of Raafay ; and two Roman Gatholic chapels. One
of the dunes is fituated on the coaft; the other, inland. Of
this laft, {carcely 6 feet above the foundation remain, and
within it is full of rubbith; the other is in a more entire
ftate, and, like moft of the fame kind in the Highlands and
iflands, feem to have been built by the Danifh or Norwe-
gian invaders, rather as watch towers and ftrong holds, to
receive and fecure their plunder, than as places of conftant
or comfortable habitation. Cafle Broicbin, fituated near
the north end of Raafuy, on the eaft coaft, is a land-mark
well known to mariners. The rock on which it ftands,
nearly round, and covering an area of little more than 70
feet {quare, is about 40 feet high, except in one place,
where was the flair that led to it ; and is itfelf, caftle-like,
placed on another rock, Go feet at leaft above the level of

’ the
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the fea. It is compofed of different kinds of burnt flone,
lime, and fhell, that have all the appearance of being jum-
" bled together, fome time or other, by a volcanic eruption,
and is of fuch firm aad folid comfiftence, that the largeft
hammer, wiclded by the firongeft arm, could fcarcely
make any impreflion upoa it. There are feveral racks of
the fame kind in that part of the ifland ; one of which,
#nore curions than the reft, rifes higher than that on which
the caftle fands, clofe by it, like an old and migous wall,
from § to 8 feet broad, and 40 long, and im mok places it
is covered with ivy. This curious rock, on account of its
ruinous and decayed appearance, was called Broicdim, and
from it the caftle got its name. The caftle was built with
flone and lime, is two ftoreys high, befides an attic one;
the rooms are all very fmall, except one, fuppofed to be
the kitchen, and two others, about 11 feet fquare, and as
many high, in which are chimneys. In the middle wasa .
fmall open court, in which was a well, but whether fup-
plied with water from a fountain in the hill above, or from
the rock itfelf, is not known. It is not long fince the
laft part of the roof came down, and fome broken joifts
ftill remain fticking out in the fides of fome of the rooms.
John Garbh is faid to be the laft who dwelled in it. This
John Garbh was one of the predeceffors of the pre-
fent Laird of Raafay, and lived in the times of James VI.
of Scotland. He was remarkably ftout and athletic, of
extraordinary perfonal firength and valour, and therefore
was furnamed ‘Gardb, a word which is expreflive of lufti-
nefs and ablenefs of body. Many are the ftories related
regarding his ats of prowefs and fortitude, as likewife of
feverals of his countrymen, who are faid to have been in
general of more than ordinary fize and ftoutnefs, but border-
ing rather on the maryellous, feem not altogether worthy
of much credit.

With
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With regard to the Roman Catholic chapels, n6 man
alive remembers to have feen any of them_with a roof
on them ; the walls are pretty entire. One of them is in
Kirktown in Raafay, and is furrounded with a plantition of
trees. In one of its windows are the bones of a tan, ama-
zingly large, preferved by the inhabitants with a kind of
religious care, as a monument of the great firength and
fize of their forefathers, though the prefent generation is -
in thefe -refpe@s but little fuperior to their neighbours.
For the fame reafon they fhew, about the middle of the
ifland, near the high road, a large round flone, which they
fay Yobn Garbb, the forefaid chief, and one or two of his
people, ufed to lift on their knees : Such is its weight, that
fcarcely could the united ftrength of two of the flouteft men-
now to be found in the country be able to raife it one inch
from the ground. On the right hand, coming into Portree
between the towering clifi above mentioned, and where
the fir was fome time ago unfuccefsfully planted, is a -high
rock, wathed at the foot in fome places by the fea ; on the
top of this rock is a beautiful plain, confifting of near 4
acres of good arable ground ; and above it is a fieep decli-

vity, almoft equally high with the rock below. Near the
weft end of this plain is the.other Roman Catholic chapel
formerly mentioned ; and there, before Portree was ere@ed
into a feparate parith, and fome time afterwards, was the
only burying ground in this end of the barony of Troter-
nith ; bot now, on account of its retired fituation, it is al-
moft entirely given up, a new place of interment being
marked out at the church of Portree, about 45 years agp,
where the whole people have at length begun to bury their
dad. Down through the declivity two oblique paths
were made to the plain and chapel; and two others lead
from the fhore, one at each end of the rock below. In
different parts of the plain are fprings of excellent water;
Vor. XVI{ T ) sod
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and at the bottom of a rock, near the top of the declivity
above, is a cave, fuppofed to be very deep, into which, far-
ther than 12 yards, few have ever thought proper to enter.
Near 15 yards within its mouth it becomes darker, and
begins to defcend ; if a flone be thrown down here, it is
for fome time heard to make a kind of rattling noife, as if
it were tumbling down a ftone ftain, to the found of which
the cave echoes extraordinary loud ; but whether, when
the found feems to ceafe, the ftone reaches the bottom, or
the cave takes a different dire@®ion, cannot be determined.
About 1} mile from hence, along the fhore, down towards
the north, are two other caves that merit particular atten-
tion. One of them is extremely narrow without; but
within becomes very fpacious and high; capable of con-
tammg with eafe at leaft goo perfons. Below its gronth,
up from high water mark to the level of the cave, the hol-
low rock is faced with a perpendicular wall, of large plain
ftone, about 12 feet high, having feversl fteps for narrow,
that only one man can afcend at a time. Within, the air
freely circulates ; in the middle is a well ; and if they bad
no fire arms, one man could eaﬁly defend the paffage
againft a hoft of foes : fo that it feems to have been defign-
ed both by nature and art, as a place of fecure retreat,
though, if the tradition be true, it proved otherwife to one
party that retired to it for fafety. For the ftory goes, that
in the troublefome and barbarous times, when the neigh-
bouring diftri@ts plundered and deftroyed each other, and
the weak were always a prey to the firong, many often re-
treated to this cave as a place of concealment and fecurity.
At one time, however, they within, deeming themfelves,
from their fituation, too fecure, were negligent in defend-
ing the paffage. Their enemies got intelligence they were
there, and furprifing them in the night, filled the mouth of
the cave with timber and moift heath, and then fetting
’ ' fire
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fire to it, allowed none to efcape, but all were either fmo-
thered to death in their fleep, or miferably perithed in the
flames. In confirmation of this tradition, a man, not long
fince dead, found, about 6o years ago, a large brafs kettle
in a dark corner in the farther end of the cave, and bones
of different fizes are ftill to be feen in it. It abounds in
SlalaGites, which partly hang from the arch above, and
partly fall down; .many of them having feveral holes
through and through, and are great curiofities. The other
cave is not far diftant, and is fuppofed to be feveral miles
deep. It is faid of this eave, that, a very long time patft,
a piper, and four other men, with two maftiffs and lighted
candles, went in to it for the purpofe of inveftigation, and
to find its depth ; but that none of them returned to give
any information regarding it. The piper, fays the ftory,.
was heard at Loch-fad, (more than a mile diftant), playing
a tune, purporting, that the candles went out, his compa-
nions were loft, and himfelf never returned. This is not
the only cave in Sky, concerhing which fuch ftories are
told ; but with what degree of credit they fhould be recei-
ved, every man may judge for himfelf. Among the num-
“ber of natural curiofities may juftly be reckoned the cal-
cade above mentioned. The ftream from Loch-leithan,
which, in that part, is the boundary between the eaft fide
of Snizort and thi$ parifh,, running over a very high pre-
cipice, as already obferved, and breaking, in white foam,
on the top of another rock below, forms a fall of gvater
beautiful and magnificent in the extreme. Within the
cafcade the rock is gradually hollowed, almoft from the top,
into a wide fpace, where a great number of men might,
with cafe, fit round a table, without being in the leaft in-
commoded by the water falling without. To this place,
till of late, an eafy path led through the declivity on each
fide, but now fuch quantities of loofe earth and gravel fall
from
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from above, that it is rather of difficult accefs, more parti.
cularly on the fouth fide,

) Birds, and other Sea and Land Animals.—Here are no
wild or domeftic animals which are not common to” the
nexghbourmg parithes. The wild birds of all forts moft
common in the country are, Solan geefe, gulls, cormorants,
cranes, wild geefe, and wild duck ; cagles, crows, ravens,
_rooks, cuckoos, ralls woodcocks moor-fowl, partridges,
plover, wild pngeons, and blackbu'ds owls, hawks, fnipes,
and a variety of fmall birds.’ In-mild feafons, the cuckoo
and rail appear in the latter end of April; the former dif-
appears always before the end of June; the latter fome-
times not till September. The woodcock comes firft in
Otober, and frequently .remains till March. The tame
forts of fowl are geefe, ducks, turkies, cocks, pullets, and
tame pigeons. Of quadrupeds, there are black cattle, hor-
fes, fheep, goats, dogs, cats, rats, and mice. The total
number of black cattle, from one year old and upwards, is
19543 of horfes, 362; of fheep, 1828; of goats, 156.
There are likewife a few red deer; and the fox ufually
makes havoc among the fheep. There is no fox-hunter in
this barony ; but there is a certain fum colle&ed yearly
with the gents, for tox—money, whu:h at the year s end, is
diftributed among all that may be a&xve to deﬁroy that
hurtful animal, in proportion to the pumbcr they indivi-
dually kill.  Two fpecies of ferpents are to be found in the
hills of this country, whofe bite, though not fatal, is very
venomous, attended vm;h much pain and great fwelling, and
often confines the patlcnt more than fix wceks to the houfe,
whlch probably would not be the cafe, if medical affiftance
were timeoufly called for. Some of them are met with
above 24 inches long. Tlie one has yellow fpecks; the
8thcr black whofc bue is the mo& venomous, and, unlefs

properly
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properly managed at firft, is very dangerous. The head of
the ferpent that inflils the wound, mixed with certain
herbs, and applied to the parts that are moft affe@ed, is rec-
koned good to carry off the poifon, and abate the {welling.
There have been inftances of cattle wounded by them in-
the tongue or lips that never recovered. Of amphibious
animals, feals and otters are frequent here; the value’ of
- whofe fkins, as well as of the oil made of the fat of the feal,
is well known. Whales and cairbans, or fun-fith, come in
fometimes to the Sounds after their ptey, but are rarely pur.
foed with any fuccefs. The fithes commonly caught on
the coaft are herrings, ling, cod, fcate, haddock, makerel,
lythe, fye, and dog-fith ; this laft is of little or no ufe for
food, unlefs among the poorer fort of people, but its liver
is of value on account of the excellent oil which is made
ofit., The average price of ling at home is L.13, 13s.
per ton; when fold, one by one, if freth, the price is
from 3d. to 5d.; if cured, from §d. to yd. The barrel
of herrings feldom fells under 19s. which is owing to
the great difficulty of procuring falt, even fometimes at
any price ; and the fame caufe very often hinders ma-
ny from fithing more than is fufficient for their own
ufe. The obvious method of remedying this, and which
would be attended with infinite advantage to the High-
lands and .iflands, is fo well known, and has been al-
ready fo often fully and ably treated of by others, that
to enlarge upon it here would be fuperfluous. Syes under
one year old are called cuddies, and are caught,in great
quantities in the latter end of harveft, throughout the win.
ter, and beginning of {pring. There are two ways of fith-
ing the cuddie; the one is by means of a rod, from the
top of which, fufpended by a line confifting of half a dozen;
hairs or threads in thicknefs, hangs a fmall hook, on which
bait being artfully fixed, it is let down into the fea; in
that manner an expert ﬁlher catches feveral hundreds in an

evenmg,

.
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evening. The beft and moft expeditious way of catching
the cuddie, when it is in greater plenty on the coaft, 1s with
a fort of creel, called jabb. The jabb commonly confifls
of three or four ftrong rods, from 8 to 10 feet long, laid
acrofs each other in the middle, and gently bent upwards,
till they are fixed at the ends to a large hoop, from four
to fix feet diameter, which forms its mouth: On the infide
it is all lined with a narrow net, made for the purpofe to
retain the fith and to let out the water, tightly tied to
its ribs and mouth ; and it hag a long handle reaching its
bottom, where the rods crofs one another, and to which, and
to the mouth, it is well faftened with a ftrong cord.  This
. inftrument the fither, ftanding on a rock, prefles down fide-
ways into the fea, till the lower part of it reacbes the bot-
tom, the mouth being nearly right above ; then himfelf, or
an affiftant, throwing out the bait in fmall bits over it, he
holds it firm in that pofition till it be all covered with cud--
dies, attrated by the bait, when he raifes it up gently, and
often brings in many hundreds at a time. The fummer is
the beft feafon for the larger fje, and the moft common
method for fithing it then is this : A little before funfet
feveral perfons go out in a boat; two, three, or four of
whom fit in its ftern, each having a fithing-red or two, fur-
nithed with fine white or gray lines, and. flies made of white
feathers, or hair on their hooks, which they hold out as far
as they can after the boat, while two more are rowing it
forwards ; in this manner, till it becomes dark, they con-
tinue going backwards and forwards among the fith, which
always purfuing the fly, and endeavouring to fwallow i,
fix on the hooks in fuch quick fucceflion, as keep the fifhers
often conftantly bufy in taking them in. Every farm on
the coaft, of which there are 34 in this parifh, has a boat
or two, and fometimes the far greater number of thefe are
out in fearch the of fye in the fame evening.

I’apulah'on,
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Popalation, ¥9c.—About 15 years ago, when the mini-

fer perfonally took the laft lift of them, the number of

examinable perfons in this parith were 1248, of which 930 |

were in Portree, and 318 in Raafay. Since that time the
increafe has been confiderable: After the exa&eft inqui-
ry, the whole number of fouls appears to be 2980. There
being no parith regifter, the births and deaths cannot be
well afcertained ; and as to marriages, they may be reckoned
atan average 10 every year. Of perfons above go years old,
there are 2; between 70 and go, 22. The number of wea-
vers i the parifh is four ; of weaverefles, 12. There are
2 blackfmiths, § carpenters, 8 tailors, and 3 fhoe or brogz-
makers ; but the generality of the people make their own

brogs. There may be reckoned fix petty merchants, be- -

fides the innkeeper of Portree, with whom it has been al-
ways cuftomary to keep a large aflortment of hardwares,
grocery goods, and fundry other things neceflary for the
ufe of the country.

Although in the courfe of the feven laft years, feveral vef-
fels went from Sky to America with emigrants, very few
left this parifh. The fubdivifion of lands, (a method gene-

rally prevailing), at the fame time that it makes the people’

poorer, on account of their little progrefs in agricultural
improvements, evidently helps to increafe the popula-
tion ; and the prefervation of many lives is owing to the
.i)ra&icc of inoculating that now univerfally prevails.

Apriculture—Portree, like the far greateft part of this
ifland, is much lefs adapted by nature for agriculture than for
pafture, and feldom, unlefs in very good yeats, fupplies it-
felf with a fufficiency of provifions. Yet, though the foil is
not very fertile or rich, it might with proper management
be made to produce more plentiful crops. But the general
run of farmers are fo prejudiced in favour of old cuftoms,

' and
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and indeed not much inclined to induftry, that they will
not eafily be prevailed on to clrange them for the better;
efpecially if the alteration or amendment propofed be at-
tended with expence. Therefore, with refpe& te improve-
ments in agriculture, they are ftill much in the fame ftate as
they were 2o or 30 years ago. Ploughs, on 2 new and
improved model, that in comparifon to the. advantages
derived from them, might be had at a moderate ex- -
pence, have lately been introduced into feveral diftriGts
around, where their good effe®s are manifeft, in impro-
ving the crops and dimjnithing the labour of man and
beaft ; but the Laird of Raafay only, and one other gentle-
man in this parith, have yet ufed them. The cafcroim, a
crooked kind of fpade, which being already well known,
requires no defcription here, is almoft, the only inftrument
for labouring the ground ufed among the ordinary clafs of
‘tenants. Where the foil is very wet, or the ground rug-
ged and fteep, no agricultural tool can be ufed with greater
propricty and advantage than the cafcroim ; but, notwith-

" ftanding, it employs, for the greateft part of the fpring, st
lealt 2-5ths more labourers than would be neceflary, if
ploughs were ufed where the nature of the ground would
admit. Let it be hoped then, that this tirefome inftrument
of vaft unneceffary toil and labour, will be foon laid afide,
except in thofe places where the plough can be of no fervice.
Many hands would thereby be gained for improvements,
and other ufeful employments, to promote the public wel-
fare, and the ftate of agriculture would be greatly melio-
rated. ‘The moft effe®tual way for obtaining this defirable
end, it is fuppofed, would be to diftribute the farms capable
of being ploughed, into more equal and larger portions than
at prefent ; for by this means, the mode now in practice of
dividing lands into fmall lots, in different proportions,
would be ftopt ; and every farmer, having always the fame
field to mamage, would maturally be more careful and
2 . induftrious
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induftrious to cultivate it to the beft advantage. In few or
no places is the tillage continued above three years in one
and the fame place; and to produce a tolerable good crop
the ground muft be manured fome one of thefe years ; which
is done the firft, fecond, or third, according to the nature
of the foil ; before it is again tilled it lies fallow 3 or 4
years, and fometimes longer. The principal manure ufed
is the duﬁg of houfed cattle, mixed with ftraw, and fome-
times with mud ; and fea-weeds, caft in great quantities in
fome places, in the winter and fpring, on the fhore, and
which, of a certain kind called {atbagan, or tangle, that is
very rarely manufa&ured into kelp, the people themfelves
cut during the fpring tides, and carry to land in their boats.
The former is preferved in large heaps till the time of lay-
ing it on the ground arrives, and is chiefly ufed for oats;
the latter for barley and potatoes. Sowing time ufually
commences about the 20th of March, and harveft feldom
before the middle of September. Except a little barley,
{mall oats may be faid to be the only crop produced, and
potatoes the only ferviceable root. Of this laft, there are
vaft quantities grown annually, which, with herring and
other fifh, are the chief food of the bulk of the inhabitants
for more than half the year.

Prices, Wages, £9c.—Here, and in every other part of
the country, the prices of provifions were far lower about
30 .nd 4o years ago than at prefent. The old people fay,

that in their time the boll of meal fold for 6 merks Scots ;

the double {lone of butter and cheefe, tron weight, for 6s.
6d. and other neceflaries in proportion. But thefe mat-
ters have fince undergone a vaft change; every article has
been increafing in value, and the difference of prices is now
fenﬁbly felt. Except in the parith of Kilmuir, and the
neareft part to it of Snizort, little or no meal, the producé
" Vor. XVL U of

e
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of the country, is at prefent any where fold ; and there the
common price in fpring is 1s. per peck. Some fell their
butter and cheefe at 17s. the double flone, and none under
14s. Cattle that formerly fetched only from L. 1, 10s. to
L. 2, 10s. have fince fold for from L. 3 to L. 4, 10s. the
price of fheep and weathers now varies from 4 s. to 6s. and
of horfes from L. 2, 10s. to 6 guineas. This difference of
prices may be accounted for from the increafe of popula-
tion, and introdu&ion of paper currenty into the country;
the latter of which, occafioning the circulation of money in
greater plenty, helped to diminifh its value.

Some fervants fhoes juft now coft their mafters nearly as
much as their wages 20 or 30 years ago amounted to. The
common wages for men-fervants is from L.z, 10s. to L. 3,
10s. and of overfeers from L. 3 to 5 guineas, befides their
fhoes and maintenance, and fometimes the grafs of a cow,
and tillage of a little lands; when they have grafs, or any
tillage, their other wages is fomething lefs. A woman-
fervant gets from 1235. to 208. with fhoes; houfekeepers
more ; but this flatement regards only the gentlemen
tack{men, of whom there are but five in the parith. The
other tenants generally get theirs at an eafier rate, the rea-
fon of which is, perhaps, that they eat at the fame table
with themfelves, and feldom work but when their matfters
partake of the labour. The increafe in fervants wages is
in a great meafure owing to many of the young people,
particularly the men, going out the beginning of every
year to the low countries for work, from which they do
not begin to return till the latter end of O&ober ; alfo,
fince the manufalluring of kelp became an obje@ of im-
portance, great numbers prefer it, though troublefome, to
any other work, becaufe in it they can earn from xs. 6d.
to 3's. per week, according to their labour. In other in~
ftances labourers are feldom hiréd for the week or day;

fome
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fome farmers, indeed, have cottars, the half of whofe
weekly work they have, and fometimes more or lefs, for a
lide grafs, and what gronnd they can labour the reft of
their time. The quantity of kelp made annually in the
parith is little more than 35 tons; for the three laft years
the value of kelp was very low, few getting L. 4, 10 5. and
many not above L. 3 ; this year, however, it promifes much
better. '

Charch, Poor, School, &9¢c.—The Proteftant religion, ac-
cording to the eftablithed form of the Church of Scotland,
is the only religion profefled. There are four places.of
worthip, but only one church, which was built a few years
after the ere@ion of the parith in the year 1726; it is
ﬂined, but rather {mall, and indifferently finithed within.
The heritors are two, Lord Macdonald, and Mr Macleod of
Raafay, the latter of whom generally refides in the parith.
The ftipend is not quite 1000 merks Scots, and the glebe
may be worth L.6 a-year. There is no manfe. The
Crowa is patron. Mr Hugh Macdonald, the prefent in-
cumbent’s predéceflor, was firft minifter of the parith. Mr
John Nicolfon, the prefent minifter, is a bachelor, in the
88th ycar of his age, and 3gth of his miniftry; a man of
primitive manners and exemplary life ; fincere, benevolent,
and charitable, of untainted re&titude and uprightnefs, and
of fuch indefatigable perfeverance in the difcharge of his
paftoral office, that being appointed to preach in Kirktown
in Raafay once every month, and once a quarter in another
part of that ifland, of no eafy accefs, he has not been abfent
above four times on the ordinary days, during the whole
courfe of his miniftry, till the beginning of fpring laft,
when he got a fall that diflocated his fhoulder, and confined
bim to the honfe during the reft of the feafon. Till that
anfortunate accident he never was troubled with any fort

of

2



156 Statiftical Account

of indifpofition, and what is rather fingular, never travelled
‘on horfe-back for one mile in all his life. As may be fup-
pofed, he is now extremely weak, and can fcarcely walk
to the next place of worthip; an affiftant, therefore, or mif-
fionary, between Raafay and the farther end of the parifh,
is much required, and greatly withed for by the people.
Before Mr Nicolfon’s time there was no permanent poor’s
fund ; now there is L. 140. For many years after his fet-
tlement, the poor were lefs numerous, and the Sundaj col-
leciions greater than at prefent ; thefe circumftances -eng-
bled the kirk-fefiion to purfue with fuccefs a plan formed
b# the minifter, of laying afide annually on intereft the
fines of delinquents, and as much of the Sunday contribu-
-tions as poflibly could be fpared, for the purpofe of making
up a ftanding fund. By that prudent conomy they faved
the above mentioned fum ; the intereft of which, with
fines and Sunday contributions, make the- prefent annual
provifion for the relief of the more indigent poor in this part
of the parifh. In Raufay they have a L. 20 legacy, the a-
mount of which, the intereft, and the Sunday colle&ions
in the ifland, and fines, if any, is diftributed every year
among their own poor. The number of poor on the lift in
Ruafay is 15 ; in this part of the parith 46. RBefides thefe,
there are fcveral more very needy, though not on the lift.
Many of the poor have fome friend or relation, with whom
they, for the moft part, live, and by whofe help they are
fupported the greateft part of the year,

About 40 years ago, the Committee for managing the
Royal Bounty for the improvement of the Highlands and
1t ds, granted L. 2.5 per annum to a fchoolmafler and ca-
techift in this barony, who, by their terms, before his ad-
miffion to the fchool, was to be examined at Edinburgh by
the Committee, and found knowing in matters that regard
'rgligion, and fufficiently qualified to teach Greek, Latin,

' arithmeti c,
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arithmetic, writing, and reading. Not long afterwards,
the late Sir James Macdanald, who died at Rome in 1766, .
moch efteemed and lamented, obferving the central fitua-
tion of Portree, fixed on it for the feat of the fchool, and
ordered a large and commodious fchool-houfe to be built.
But of the L.25 granted by the Committee, five were
withdrawn feveral years ago, to “make up a falary for a
miffionary appointed on the eaft fide of Kilmuir; which
miffion the funds of the Committee were not able to con-
tinue long, and therefore there now is none, but needed.
To the fchool of Portree numbers come from all parts of
the country. It is generally very full every winter and
fpring; and the number of fcholars in fummer is feldom
lefs than 30. It has often, from time to time, fent many
fludents to the Univerfity, who afterwards, in different ca-
pacities ferved, and ftill {erve their country, with honour
and credit. At prefent, there are three young men ready
for College. '

Advantages, 8¢ —Were it turned to the ufe that nature
itfelf points out, Portree enjoys one great advantage, which
few or no places can boaft of, and that is its noble and ex-
cellent port, called from its excellence Oen dcerfaid, or the
Harbour. An inlet of the fea, acrofs whofe mouth lies
Raafay, fpreading itfelf into an oblong, well fheltered on
all fides from every wind,.forms a haven fafe and commo-
dious as can be conceived. On the weft fide of this cblong
is a fleep beech, nearly of a femicircular form, on whofe
fides rife two high rocks, and all together form a beautiful

bafon of water, on which the moft violent ftorms are never
 feen to raife a wave. Along the beech, clofe by the edge
of the fea, between the two forementioned rocks, lies a
green field, about 6o feet broad ; and right up from that
field is a Jow and eafy afcent, from the top of which a
large plain opens to the view. Beyond this plain, towards
the
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the N. W. commences a wide-extended mofs, confiting at
leaft of 1200 {quare acres, in many places 12 feet deep, and
affording excellent peat. On all the hills around, too, is
plenty of good peats, and the beft pafture ; the beft arable,
and beft improveable lands in the parith lie round about
the harbour. . Thus far then Portree appears to be the moft
eligible fituation for founding a village that can be devifed ;
and farther, in other requifites and conveniencies, it is no-
thing behind. Situated in the very centre of Sky, and it
may be faid of all this part of the Highlands and Iflands,
none of the lochs or bays on thefe coafts moft famous for the
herring-fithing, are far from it, and many are very near.
In the founds without are good banks for the ling and cod
filhing, and all the furrounding feas abound in various forts
of other fith. On the beech, becaufe of its fteepnefs, and
the great abundance of good flone in the rocks above, a
breaft work or quay might be built at a comparatively
* {mall expence. On the other fide of the harboyr are yery
promifing appearances of coals ; and a little beyond, near
its mouth, as likewife in the ifland of Raafay, are inex-
hauftible quarries of different forts of fine free-flone *; and
hard by, at Sconcer, is abundance of limeflone. Quite at
hand are two {mall rivers that never dry up, -and feveral
fountains of good and wholefome water; fo that in all

" points of view Portrec has every advantage and conveni-
ency requifite for the building of, a village ; and therefore
there can be no doubt, but were it once begun, and fuitable
© encouragements given, it would foon be in a very flourifh-
ing condition. Indeed, fuch is its inviting fituation that
there are, at ' prefent, no lefs than 30 families about the
place without lands; and who, for the moft part, have no
. 2 other

® It is from Raafuy that the aeighbouring countries are fupplied with
milltones. - e
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other means of fubfiftence but by fithing, ferrying to Loch-
Carron, Cifhorn Strath, and other places, going on errands
and expreffes, and other occafional employments. There
is a very good harbour in Ronay, but no veflels put in
there, unlefs forced by the weather or other accidents. The
conveniency of the fchool is a great advantage ; and it is
alfo a confiderable advantage, that from Sconcer to Acer-
faid, and thence down to Snizort, is the beft piece of made
road in all Sky. Here, too, the latter end of every May
and July, is held a well known fair, to which all Sky, ex-
cept the diftrits of Strath, Heat, fome from Uift and Har-
rith, bring their cattle. The fair commonly continues
from Wednefday till the following Saturday ; and while,
during that time, the cattle of others, fome of them after a
long driving through moors and bad roads, are ftanding on
the moor, thefe in the neighbourhood of Portree are eafily
fent to grafs every night, and brought back again next
morning, by which means they look much fuller and bet-
ter. But with refpe& to the farms immediately near the
market-place, this manifeft advantage is perhaps often more
than balanced by the damage which their grafs, and fome-
times their corn fuffers. The numbers that, on thefe occa-
fions, flock from all parts to Portree, are immenfe; and
though there is a large, commodious, and well kept inn at
Acerfaid, many, even of the beft, are often put to their
flufts for lodgings. Five miles fouth from Acerfaid, at
the meeting of the three principal lines of road in Sky, is
the public houfe and poft-office of Sconcer, from which, by
means of two runners, and the poft from Invernefs to Dun-
vegan, all the letters of Strath, Heat, Troternith, and
Mingnith are diftributed.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—The language genl-rall'y
fpoke is the Gaelic, but much cotrupted with a mixture of
Englith
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Englith words, which the common people, ambitious to be
thought to underftand fomething of that language, are fond
of ufing on every occafion. Moft names of places are from,
the Danifh, fome from the Gaelic, of which inftances have
been already given; and further, Aird-du, or Black Pro-
moatory, from dy, black, and aird, a promontory ; Bail-
maini/b, or Middle Town, from bai/, a town, and maini/b,
middling, or in the middle. Of thofe of Danifh origin,
Maani/b, and Raafay ; the former from Nifb or Nefs, which
plainly from the fituation of thafe places whofe names have
that termination, fignifies a point or cape; the latter from
Ai or Ay, an ifland. The firft parts of the names, the fig-
nification of which is not now well underftood, are only par-
ticles or adje&ives, expreflive of fome particular circum-
flance, property, or quality of the places. The inhabitants
are as humanely and generoufly difpofed as any of their
neighbours. The gentlemen tackfmen, or firft clafs of far-
mers in Sky, do in general enjoy the benefits of a liberal
and polite education, and thefe ineftimable advantages they
are willing to beflow on their children. The common
people are naturally endowed with a ftrength of mind and
fprightlinefs of difpofition that greatly diftingui(h them from
others of the fame rank and condition. Their inquifitive
turn, and fondnefs for news, frequently induce thewn to ad-
drefs all they fee for information ; and their queftions, and,
threwd remarks, are often very furprifing. This curiofity
is no where more confpicuous than in Portree, and perhaps
there are few places that afford more frequent opportunities
of gratifying it. A fort of coarfe woollen cloth called c/oa,
or caddoes, the manufa&ure of their wives, made into fhort
jackets and troufers, is the common drefs of the men. The
philibeg is rarcly wore, except in fummer and on Sundays,
on which days, and fome other occafions, thofe ia bettpr
circumftances, appear in tartans, a bonnet, and fhort hofe,

and




of Portree. . . 161

.and'fome in a bat, fhort coat, waiftcoat, and breeches of
Scotch or Englith manufafture. The women are in gene-
sl very cleanly, and fo exceffively fond of drefs, that many
maid-fervants are often known to lay out their whole wages
«hat way. The men in general are middle fized ; there
are at prefent in this parifth § men about 6 feet high, and
none exceed that height. The height of the women is
from 5 feet 2 inches to § feet 64; they are in general
bandfome and well complexioned. Some fpirited young
‘men are fond of the military profeffion : but here, as like-
‘wife in the other parts of the country, the gengrality feem
‘to have loft that martial difpofition, which was fo churac-
«eriftic of their fathers. “When any is enlifted for the fer-
‘vice, his relattons are, for fome time, inconfolable; and,
in particular, the mothers, fifters, and wives, would rather"
have their refpe@ive relatives to pafs the moft miferable
and wretched life with themfelves at honfe, than fee them
&o into the army. If go .they will, it would not give
them near the concern wece it along with their chief, his
conne&ions or dependents, with whom they are acquainted ;
and who, they are imprefled with the idea, bave a greater
right to them, and would be more careful and tender of
them. However, the different recruiting -parties through
the country this year have been pretty fuccefsful. The
men of Raafay are excellent fithers and excellent fea-
men; to their infular fituatien, perhaps, abounding
in a variety of fith, this dexterity may in a great mea-
fare be attributed ; they are more expert in fithing, and
sppear to be fonder of a feafaring life than moft of their
neighbours. During the fpring, and greateft part of {um-
mer, aumbers of them are employed in the ling and cod
filhing, and then many of them engage on board the her-
zing buffes, where they commonly remain till the fithing
feafon is over, when they return home with their earnings,

Vor XVI X  well
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well clad, and more experienced mariners. Wefe the en-
couragements to fithing greater, which might be effe@ed
by the removal of thofe difficulties and obftacles, which at
prefent ftand in the way of that ufeful and beneficial branch
of bufinefs, in confequence of ‘the rigour of the falt laws,
much good and great profit would thereby accrue not
only to this parifh, but to the whole country around *;
nor need it be obferved, that were a village founded st
Portree, it would be attended with many important bene-
fits; the foregoing indulgence would eftablith it at once, if
a plenary indulgence could not be granted.

NUM-

% It woyld infugg to the inhabitants a certain provifion to their famie
lies for the year, and prevent s vaft confumption of meal imported into
the country, if a report was annually given in of the number of the fmall
clafs of tenants, to whom 2 barrels of falt might be diftributed upon cath,
for the purpofe of curing the relative quantity of herrings te be eat with
their potatoes ; even one barrel wounld totally change the face of affairs,
where fubfiftence is fo fcanty, and population fo overbearing. This tri-
fling indulgence would contribute to the neceffitics of many thoufands,
A fworn rental, containing each name, might be annually produced ata
proper ‘feafon ; it would be impoffible that falt dif¢ributed in fach fmall
proportions within the refpeive diftricts, could ever be mifufed, or em-
ployed fo beneficially to the poffesior ay in fecuring his fubfitence ; an
experiment might be made for one or more years, and profecuted or cone
demned according to the falt officer’s report.

k
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NUMBER VIIL
PARISH OF ASSINT,

(CountY oF SUTHERLAND, SYNOD OF SUTHERLAND
AND CA1THNESS, PRESBYTERY OF DorNocH.)

By the Rev. Mr Winr1aM MacKENzIZ, Minifler *.

Origin of the Name, and general Defeription, ¥c.

SSINT is a Gaelic compound +, defcriptive of the
fuperficies of the whole parifh ; its wide extent con-

fiing of lofty mountains, high hills, ftupenduous rocks,

threatening

® The writer of this paper informs once for all, that he is not fuch an'
sdept in the Gaelic langnage, as to ufe Irifh orthography ; therefore, when

Gaelic words muft neceffasily be mentioned, that mode s all along adopted, ,

wherein there are few, if any, quiefcent letters. See Mr Macpherfons
learped differtation, prefixed to the poem of Temora,

+ As dgus Iat, contrallted As-Sint, i, ¢. in plain Englifh, “:n and out,”
which evidently refers to both convex and concave furfaces, caufed by
lofty mountains, &c. In oppofition to the etymology prefently given,
ﬁtris a vagae tradition bandied, which @ates, « That two brothers,

“wUnt '
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threatening precipices, and numberlefs objeds of the like:
kind, but by far of much lefs magnitude. Along the fides,.
and ftretched out from the bafe of thefe grand appearances,
are extenfive trafls of heath and mofs. Such parts of thefe
trafls as are in fome degree clevated, afford fafe pafturing
ground for yell cattle. Such as are low, overgrown with
foft and deep mofs, quagmires here and there interfperfed,
prove often fatal to quadrupeds-of every kind ; beneath all
thefe moontains, trals of heath and deep mofs, are narrow
glens, vallies, and fmall plains, beautified with little natu-
ral mounts, ridges, and hollows; all thefe are wholly green,
affording plentiful pafture, during fammer and harveft, for
- milk cows, fome goat, and fheep. By the clofe of harveft,
or beginning of November; cattle are fent to winterings o;
where they continue till the beginning of February or
thereby, at which time they are taken thence, houfed, and
fed; the milk cows, in preference to all,.are paftured
through the day, if poffible, in the moors, or, if prevented by
one or more bad days, are fupported fparingly within doors.
As to the lower part of this parith, called in Gaelic Fa-
Un-Affin, the furface is much' the fame ; it has its hills, €.
but

"« Unt and Af-Unt, (i. e. freely tranflated), the man of peace, and. the
“ man of difcord ; that they, in days of old, fought for the maftery of
. € Afiint; that Unt was flain, of confequence: the conqueror, Af-Unt, gave.
¢ his name to the parifh.”” And further; ¢ That imaginary fpots, where
¢¢ the fcene took place, was at Ry.an.Unt, a fumll plain on the farm of
¢ Little Affint, prefently pofleffed by Lieutenant John Scobie.” Buot the
writer of this narrative fully convinced that Gaelic.original names are de-
fcriptive of what.is moft friking, or remarkably obfervable, has ventursd
what is fet forth, as abeve, rather than mere fable.

L (_:erui: grazings preferved during the whole three harveft months,.

to whith the cattle are fent, and comtinue there for the winter quaset:

without being houfed.
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bat perfe@ly diminutive when compared with thofe of the
height of Affint. The numerous inhabitants here on- their
fmall particular divifion of a town or farm, pralife much
the fame method with thefe on the height in rearing
cattle, which is the principal ftaple of the whole parifh,
and the only one of the height of Affint. But the inha-
bitants of Fan-Affint, or Lower Affint, have the additional
advantage of fithing in the furrounding offing, bays, feas,
and ocean, when they pleafe, and when the weather wilk
permit them. But of thefe bays, €4¢. in their proper place.

The particolar tra& of the parith called Me-in-A ffint,.
7. e. the middle of Affint, is a perfe@ wild, covered with
heath, mofs, heathery hills, and rocks of fmall fize, and
frefh water lochs, which are numerous. This tra&® con-
fifts of the outkirts of all' the farms on' the whole coaft of
the parith, and" is ufed mo&ly in common, and as tem-
porary winterings, but not' fafe.

Situation.—~This parifh is fitnated on the W. N. W.
eoaft of Scotland, within the county of Sutherland, the
prefbytery of Dornoch, Synod of Sutherland and Caithnefs:
The fynodical annual meeting is held alternately at Dornoch.
and Thurfo; the latter a town in the county of Caithnefs ;
the former, the only Royal Burgh in that of Sutherland.
The diftance betwixt Thurfo and Dornoch is 43 computed:
miles; thence to Aflint 30 miles like meafure, at leaft.
Three rivers, and feveral confiderable rivulets, interfeét the
road betwixt Affint and Dornoch ; therefore, when the wea-
ther turns out rainy, and continues for but 24 hours, or
thereby, the very rivulets, and efpecially the rivers, are fo |
many tremendous torrents, not to be forded, and when

rafhly attempted, the confequence feldom fails to prove
fatal ; along thefe 30 miles, there is not one bridge, nor
kutone or two fmall boats, of the fhape or figure of falmon?

. - cables,
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cobles, in which a firanger would think himfelf not fafe,
far lefs would he think of having his horfe wafted in them,
though both are often done by the adventurous natives.
The road from Affint to Dornoch, making only allowance for
the preceding hazardous inconveniencies, is in a tolerable
degree opened up, excepting five miles in Finevin, the
property of the late a&ive and gallant Sir John Rofs of
Balnagown, whom the narrator has often heard fay, that
he would foon drive his carriage to Kan-loch-elth, which
could be eafily effe@ed, there being no bog nor mire in the

trad of thefe few miles, only ftones of fuch bulk as might -

be taken up by any ordinary man, and removed to a di-
‘ftance ; the bottom is gravel. Sir Charles Rofs, fon and
fucceflor to Sir Jobn, would have only to fay,  Let thefe
¢ five miles be opened for a road;” and it would readily
be done. ‘

Boundaries.—Aflint, fituated as above, and lying on the
W. N. W. coaft of Scotland, is thus bounded ; on the N.
it is divided from the parifh of Edrachilifh, by a greatarm
of the fea, called Kilis *, of confiderable breadth, as it en-
ters from the ocean, probably mare than two, if not three
~ leagues; it indents, running betwixt both parithes with

little variation, in a diretion from W. to E. If we rec-
kon from the point, or land-end of Rowflore of Affint,
which proje@s into the ocean confiderably more than the
oppofite northern coaft of Edrachilifh, the Kilis may be
found in length 1 fix leagues at leaft, as it terminates at the
bafes

® Kills, a Gaelic noun, fignifying the feparation of one place from
another by fea or water.

4 The narrator could not get the perufal of the general map of Afliat,
though he wrote the factor in 1792. It was locked up where there was
no accefS to it; therpfore all calenlations or reckonings condefcetdedton
are but the narrator's beft conjectutes,

~-
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bafes of Edrachilith and Affint, lofty mountains. At one
league’s diftance from the inland end of the Kilis, there is
a particalar part of it, called Kilis-cu-ig®, acrofs which a
flone may be flung; there the natives fwim their hardy
breed of cattle, from either fide to the other, as often as

their bufinefs requires. Advancing eaftward a very fhort

diftance from Kilis-cu-ig, the Kilis expands to a confide-
rable extent, and at length terminates in two lochs, viz.

Loch-glen-du of Edrachilith and Locknnapool of this parih, .

The herring-buffes repair yearly to thefe, and the other
lochs of the Kilis, and feldom have caufe to repent, ds they
fall in with fith, are well fheltered on one or other fide of
the Kilis, and have good anchoring ground.

Lochunapool above mentioned, ends at Glen-cul of Edra-
chilith, the only farm in this quarter of the county belong-
ing to the Honourable family of Reay, and in conta& with
Affint. The boundary by land, through hills, moors, &c.
is fomewhat differently reprefented. The poflefflors of Glen-
cul fay, that their march with this parith runs along the
long-extcnded ridge of Bin-an-nu-i; on the other part, the
tenants of Unapool and others in this parith affert, that the
march lies at a fhort diftance without the Ballach (. e.
the flap or pafs) of that hill, whence it dire@s its courfe
by Loch-poul-aulay +; from that lake, in an eafl dire&ion,
by Loch-an-tlugid t to Cloich-an-tnive ||, where the march

of Glencul-Edruchilifh with this parith ceafes. The in- I

confiderable tra@ of moor above referred to, very feldom
or never is a caufe of difference among the people; they
live

8 j.e. The Narrow Kyle.
t A loch where ane of the nznie of Aully perithed.
$ Means a capacious loch; reccives much water from the north fide of

Bin-sn-nu-i.
§ A huge ftone, not far from winding cm“y rocks,
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Jive in peace, and exchange mutual good offices; their yelt
<attle graze in common only for-about three moaths in
the year, on thofe very high and bleak fummits. Quitting
anarches with Edrachilith as above, this parifh, at the very
fame Cloich-an-tnive, begins to bound with the moft re-
amote Highland grazings *, now of the parith of Creech,
and fince 1732 a property of the Balnagown family.
From Cloich-an-tnive the prefent runs thus: By the
eights of Lead-ri-voch; by Tu-on; by Maal-an-fear-loch;
the heights of Lead-na-bea-kach, until you arrive at the Ca
(i. e the flap or pafs) of that hill; the pafs lies betwixt
Be-a-kich and Gone-vaul-hill, the latter {till belongs to this
parith ; the march is contihued by a burn, which defcerids
from the pafs betwixt thefe two very high hills laft
mentioned ; at the diftance of a mile from its fource, &t
forms a loch called Du-loch more }, the fiream iffuing
from it at the diftance of about half a mile, falls along a
precipice ; here the march forms a curve to Fowran-bal-
lach-tra-li-gal 1; this fpring is fituated on the verge of the
fame precipice, fouthward of the above ftream ; its pure ri-
wvulet glides along a fimilar courfs, both to Stra-an-an, now

as

# Thefe grazings ar¢, Kor.a-vad-ag-beg, Xor-a-vad-ag-more, Beak-
ach-hill and Stra-an-an. Contefts had arifen betwixt the herds of the
“Laird of Affint and thofe of Balnagown. The Sheriff-depute of the
Right Honourable the Earl of Sutherland, who then, as of old, beld heri-
table jurifdi@ion of the whole county, neceffarily interfered ; and think-
ing, that by the fituation of thefe places, they fhould be attached to Bal-
nagown’s neighbouring property, they were accordingly made over, by
which Aflint loft what of old was reckoned grazing belunging to it

{ The Big black-loch.

$ i ¢. A fpring or well at the outer entry, from Affint, of Ballack- -
tra-li-gal,
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as already obferved, the property of Balnagown. From'®
the above fpring or well, thé¢ march runs to the hill
of Breb.ag-tar-kin *; from thence by the ridges of 4  great
range of hills, until you arrive at Ballach Ki-nich ¢, ‘oppo-
fite to which lies Kaun-loch-alth, of old appertaining to
Balnagown. For the fake of perfpicuity it is to be re-
membered, that the great track of fhore-moor, $5¢. from
the point of Row-flore to the aforementioned Cana bea-
kach fronts the north ; from faid Cd, or pafs, to Ballach
Ki-nich, looks to the eaft; thence, m a firaight liné by the
fouth-eaft fide of Lochan-fkerich f, to, the fpring, from
which the burn of Auldan-na-kal-gach'll runs, then along
its channel until it enters Loch-bolan ; from the fouth end
of which, or, as others fay, from that part of its weftern fide )
dire@ly oppofite to Auldan-nackal-gach, the march holds a-
firaight courfe to § Fe-na-hard-elig; from the weft fide of
Loch-borlan this parith . marches with that of Kincar-
dine ; from Te-nahard-elig ** to the top of Maul-na-nim-ra-
chin: thence to Cloich-glas-maul-a-chirn 11, at which place
. : ' the

® Tar-kin fignifies, that Breb-ag hill lies acrofs the range of hills to
the fouth of it.

$ Means the flap or pafs of Kenneth, *

1 Alittle toch, baving ia it, or adjacent te it, fmall fharp-pointed
rocks,

il Means the burn of deceit or hypoerify.

§ A uack of foft boggy moor, to which, in times of old, the natives
gathered deer, and when entangled, they killed them.

#8 Signifies a little hill having feveral tracks of plain moor. refembling
Bields, adjacent to it.

t Means a hill, having a large gray [tone on top of it. Kininisa
Gullcword. expreffing the fruit of the redin tree, which of old grew on
this maul or hill, There is a burn, ruoning from the fouth fide of this

hiil
Vor. XVI. Y .
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‘the Balnagown nghlands, and alfo the parifh of Kincar-
din, ceafe to march with this parifh ; and there alfo Affint
begins to run marches with the barony of Coigach, parith
of hbroom, in this maoner: From faid Cloich-glas-
maul-a-kirn, to the higheft eminence of Lead-na-luib-a-
croi®. But we muft not pafs on without obferving, that from
Ballach Ke-nich, efpecially from the fource of Auldan-na-
kal-gach, the march, with little variation, holds thence a
- courfe from S. E. by S.W. to the above Lead-na-luib-a-croi;
from this place the march fets off in a weft djre@ion to the
higheft part of Maul-an-our 43 from that fummit by the
fouth fide of Maul-g-vaurich 1, in the fame direion to the
top of the hill, called Ki-uch||; thence all along as ridges
of hills and water divide, by the higheft part of Maul-cor-
a-loch-an, in a firaight line to Gla-ik-na-grey-fhellich §,
which is at fome confiderable diftance to the fouth of the
farm of Knochan, the higheft fituation in all this parifh.
At t,h.f above Gla-ik-na<crev-fhellich, a fpring originates ; at

3

hill ; it runs five or fix miles befose it enters Skell-river, the grasings
; which lie betwixt it and the march, defcribed from Ballach Ki -nich to
Clonch-glls—mlnl-&chxm, were taken away by the Thane of Rofs from
Macleod Laird of Affint, in time of the conflicts of the clans. Itisre
ported by traditipn, that one of the Thane's followers, who had a little
earth from Balnagown’s property in his fhoes, declared folemnly, as be
ftood with the inqueft at Auldan:na-kal-gach, that he was then ftanding
on the Thane's undopbted property; then it was that the burm got th¢
pame of Auldan-na-kal.gach, '

® Means a gravelly, hard plain,

1 A hillock having bad heath.

}A hill frequented by deey in mitting feafon,

Il A pabs.

} A fapinarock where a wild willow tree grew,
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& certain diftance from its fource it falls into Auld-a-chro.,
kan ; this burn, after feveral wmdu;gs, dxfgorges 1tfe]f into

a great lake called Loch-me-addy ; from the fprmg of.

Ghik-ne—crev-fhellich to this laft loch, the courfe of the
march is from S.to N. From Loch-me-addy the march
affumes a dire@ion from E. to W. in this manner: A great
body of water iffues from that loch; it forms a chaonel of -
no great length; it is contraéted to the breadth of an ordi-
nary river, and refigns at laft its great ftream to another

equally large lake called Fane-loch; betwixt thefe two

great lochs there is in the channel above mentioned one ford,
_itis called U-y-farn *; it is dangerous, being only incobe-
rent ftone and- fana heaped together, by ftrong winds which
prevail here the’ go of harveft, more.or lefs throngh winter,
and efpecially begmmng of fpring ;. fome perfons, though but
feldom, are drowned at U-y-farn. At the dlﬂancc of 3
miles, towards the fhore, a grand cafcade commands ptten-
tion. It goes by the name of The Cafcade of Inverkirkag
River. The colle@ion of the numberlefs fprings, byrns,
and lochs from Ballach Kenich, all along the marcb to
Knochan of Affint, as above mentioned, befides what is
fuperadded from lofty mountains ton both fides the watery

march, at this very, place all concentring to the Cafcade, .

force their way over a very great, hxgh and craggy pre-
cipice. The fall exhibits a fcene that ftrikes the beholder
with furprife ; immediately ‘after the fall an eafy-declin-
ing channel form:, its length to the fea is two miles.

At

\

* A ford, near to which alder trees grow.

t Thefe are Su-il-vine, (which means the Mountain of the Eye), ia
fea charts called, Sugar Loaf, as being of a conical figure, and feen of that
fhape by mariners at 2 great ditance; it is in this parith. The other
great mountain is Ciu.il-more of Coigach; both ate oppofite on each
fde of the march. '
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At about ‘tﬁé“middle‘paﬁ there is'a ftem or cruive, having
two cheﬂs, acrofs to catch falmion, and to prevent their get-
ting up to'a great pond ‘below the fall, whence they canniot
be taken by reafon of great ﬁ'ones’ rootso‘ﬂ trees, and other
obftacles carried year]y t?xere in’time' of ‘great fpeats; no
fith was ever.Known to have furmountéd the Cafcade. This
river at Iaft difemibogues ‘itfelf into'the ocean, at a very fhort
diftance fouth of Inverkirkag farm houfe. There, at cer-
tain times of every tide ditring the fithing-feafon, fithers ply
with a'yoal, (a little boat), oars, and ‘nets, to catch falmon,
The quantity taken throughout the feafon is faid not toex-
ceed one and al ‘half laft, though in a favourable ' year, the
fifhing may "turn out to a' few barrels more’; however, the
fa!mon, in x'egard of quality and relifh, ate allowed not to
yield to any- in Great’ ‘Britaln, /being fpawned in a river
w'hofe many (prings are the purcﬁ fources,” and alfo being
catched mﬁantly as they come from the ocean.

Leavmg Coigach barony ‘(which has no nght to fifh fal-
mon hcre) fouth of Tnv«:rk:rkag river, to which river the
prefent indiches of this parith, with thofe of Edrachilith,
Crecch; Kincardine, and Lochbroom parithes, hive been
all alon amcularly pomted out, the narrator now pro-
céeds to defcribe the coift of this parith from the river of
Kirk-ag to the point or land-end of Row.-ftore, from which
place he began to thow the circnitous march of it.

The length of this part of the coaft, if the uneven, windirg,
and in fome places, rocky foot road from farm to farm ® be
followed, may be found at leaft to meafure 15 miles. The

courfe

.® TFhe farms on this tragk of coaft, and in its neighbourhood, are, In-
veekirkag,  Baddy-na-ban, Knock-nan-nach, Culag, Filin-wintering,
Drumfwordland, and Duchlath. Thefe, as fituated betwixt Kirk-ag and
Inver rivers, are called Ed-ra-ifk farms. They lie S. S, E, of the riverof

Inver.

2
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conrfe from Kirk-ag river to the point of Row-ftore, runs
from S.8. E. to N. N. W. ATl this' coaft‘is.of importance,
as the fea abounds with évery {pecies of fith, cod, ling, 89c.
there are likewife a variety of thell fith, vsz. oyfler, lobfter,
tfc. But the annual refort of herring to this and neigh-
bouring coafts, 'S. and N. of the parifh, (now for feveral
years paft), is what affords great advantage, both in refpe@
of living and' profit to thofe refiding there, far 'fupetior to
all the refources’ which the inhabitants refiding on the
heights of it can have; By the fide of Loch-Inver is the
filhing flation of Culag, built at the expence of E.2000
Sterling, by John-Jofeph Bacon, Ei’q; of the*1fle of Man,
and one Mr Donald Rofs partner, for a certain thare of that
fum. Of late years the ledfe and buildings have been all
transferred to other adventurers. There is a fmall cruive
on the little river of Culag, where perhaps a barrel of fal-
mon may be catched throughout the feafon'; its contiguity
to the falmon-ﬁfhing of Inver river can be the only reafon
for the expence of its having a cruive and fmall cheft acrofs.

At Tnver river, which has alfo a cruive and two chefls,

there may be cured throughout the feafon two lafts of fal- '

mon; a favourable year may produce more, but very fel--
dom, if ever, does it complete three lafts. Inver river,
which has its numerous fources *, ¢rc. from every direc-
tion, efpecially from Goin-vaul-hill, and alfo from Loch-
Ah, near Ledbeg farm, on the height of this parifh, it
difgorges itfelf into the large and very fafe harbour of Loch-
laver, where, wken the herring-fithing offers fuccefsfully,
there may be -feen occafionally two, three, or four fcore,

- and

¢ Of thefe, and the farms lying adjacent on the hcjgh-?, the narrator
will fterwards take notice, but he muft keep his. courfe: in defribing
the coatt. .
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and fometimes a greater number of fhips *. Bat, to
proceed, along a dangerous wooden bridge to the oppofite
fide of Inver river, in our way to Row-flore-point, feveral
farms 4 and grazings offer to view, interfperfed with num-
berlefs rocks,  flones, and hollows; however, all have the
advantage of fithing. Every f;rm has one, two, or more
boats, according to the number of mhabmmts fit to be em-
ployed. After fifhing, the natives draw up thejr, boats on _
thore, or into fmall creeks; as after leaving Loch-Inver
harbour, there is no fafe one until (after doubling the point
of Row-ftore) you enter the chops of Kilis 1 ; which being
¢ffe@ed, a mariner may, as he finds convenient, _fafely an-
chor at Cu-il-heu-ig, north fide of Dorny-oldney ||; or
from the point of Store, keeping clear of the ifland
Oldney, he may fafely put in at Poul-an-dun-an §, on the
north

\

.® Thefe come from every part of the caft and welt ‘coat of Scotland,
from Stornaway, nine leagues diftant from this coaft,: and feen from it
when the day proves clear and ferene ; a few fhips came from the iflands
of Orkney and Man. All thefe herring-buffes, their numerous crews,
boats, and great trains of nets, make no lefs pleafant than grand appear-
ance. Tn purfuit of herring, the crews, &c. fet out to fith late in the
evening, and continue till early next morning. The bufles ride at anchor,
Sach is the method practifed.

} Their names are, Baddy-darroch, Inver. Brackloch, Baddy-grinan-
-wintering, Torbreck-wintering, Achonalvich, Clacktoll, Store,Balll-chla-
dach, Clalhmore, Achnakarnan and Dure.land, Culkm-nch-na kar-nan,
clofe by the point of Row-flore. : LIS

1 Kilis was defcribed in general, p. 266 ; this furtiter defcription iz
meant for the more particular information of mariners,

| Dorny, /. e. a narfow fpace or channel of fea, where it flows and
ebbs, and where, at full fea, a veflel can be towed to either fide of the
harbour.
1

§ Poul-an~dun.an, called fo, as there is there a little mount or dene
on the north fide of the ifland, oppofite to the anchoring grouod.
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north fide of that ifland, not far from the Dorney. The
great and long track from Oldney to Unapool, (both thefe
places included) is called by the general name of Slifh-a-
chilith ® ; there are feveral farms on it +, and fafe harbours
alfo. Next to thofe of Oldney are the following: Loch-
Drumbaig, it is fheltered by a range of rocks and little
illands (called in Gaelic, Elan-in-du, i.e. The Black Iflands)
at a moderate diftance off fhore, and almoft parallel to it.
Veffels anchor betwixt the fhore ,and the iflands. -

Loch-Nedd is the fecond beft, if not equal to the har-
bour of Loch-Inver. Itis fafe, and fheltered from every
wind, and in time of the herring-feafon, there may be as
great a number of fhipping here as at Loch-Inver.

Ardvare Loch or Harbour. Its entry is narrow ; the bot-
tom craggy. If a veflel gets in, which fhe may fafely
effe® at high tide, the rides fafe, and is well fheltered.
“This harbour is of confiderable extent.

Cambus-vic-ker-chir t. It.is fafe and well fheltered,
except from N. E. gales. It is fituated on the coaft of
Ardvare farm, not far from the march of Ry-an-traid-
wintering. Advancing ftill more inland by Kilis, the next
harbour is, .

Poul-a-gha-ren, which affords great fafety and fhelter.

It is fitnated in that great bofom of Kilis, diredtly oppofite -

to Auld-a-gha-un, the march betwixt Ry-an-tra-id-winter-
' ing,
% i.e. The thigh, or fide of the Kilis.

t The farms are, Clathnefly, Oldeny, Culkin-drumbaig, Drumbaig,
Nedd, Glen-1¢-ag, Ardvare, Ry-an-tra-id-wintering, and Unapool, which,
as farmesly obferved, co-marches with Glencul Edrachilis parith.

$ A Gaclic compound; Cambus, or Camus, meaning, A wide inden-

ture of the fea into the land: Vic.ker-chir, Farquhurt's fon, from whom °

$his barbour took its name, &e,
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ing and Unapool. Tt has the additional helter of Elan-
a-gha- n *, belonging to Una—pool farm. Poula-ghaun is *
in fight of the entry to Kilis-cu-ig formerly mentioned.
At a very fhort diftance eaftward from it is the harbour. of
Cambus—vxc-.Huﬂan‘. Thé bommou people call it Loch-
cam-mus-cu-fake, It will contain fafely from 12 to 18
herring-budes, and their bodts.—Such is the coaft, and fuch
are the harbours of Affint.

It is unneceffary here to fay any thing particular of the .
great expanfion of Kilis eaftward of the laft mentioned har.
bour, nor of the manner it terminates, having been already
fet forth in p. 167; et feq. of this Statiftical Account. All this -
part of the cpaft, from the point of Row-ftore, along Slifh-
a<cbilifh,. to the march of Unapool with Glencuil Edrachi-
lith parifh, is of equal, if not greater value than that track
formerly fpoken of, from Inver-kirk-ag river to faid point

- of Store, for thefe reafons, that it has more harbours, and
at leaft equal advantage in fithing.

lsx..ums on tbe Coaft, and belongmg to the Panjb of
: AssINT. -

Y

« Elan-a-gharin.—This ifland bélongs to the farm of Una-
pool, where their calves are fpeaned, and there ocuﬁonally
one cow may be fattened.

Elan-an-du, or Black Iflands, and adjacent rocks, form

and fhelter the harbour of Loch-Drumbaig. Thefe iflands

. are of little value, fit only for fpeaning a very few lambs
or kids. The eagle pays them vifits for a repatt.

Maul-elan-an.
# Elan-a-gha-un, alfo a compound, Elan fignifying an Ifland : and

Gha un, meaning a Six- month old of the cow-kind, To this iftand the.
tenants of Unapool fend cattic of that age to be fpeaned.
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Maul-elan-an.—Thefe are two iflands attached to the farm
of Culkin-Drumbaig ; they are a little ’nearer' the coaft of
this parith than that of Edra-chilifh ; they lie in that broad
part of Kilis which runs in a dire& line betwixt Culkin-
Drumbaig aod Loch-bad-ca-ul *, a fine harbour clofc by the
manfe of Edra-chilih. To thefe iflands fometimes old
fheep arc fent to fatten, or lambs to be fpeaned. They
are of no great extent. , They are not to be-approached
but when a fair and calm day offers, by reafon of the bil-
lows and broken furges, which violently wath their bold
and rocky fhore.

Ifiand Oldney.—This ifland, the beft on the whole coaft,

‘ the eaftern end of it lies fo near the mainland part of Old-
aey farm, by reafom that the breadth of the channel divi-
ding them will not exceed 20 yards ; this alfo is the channel
formerly mentiqned by the Gaelic name of Dorny-elan-

aulda-ney, having a harbour on each fide of it. The

length of it will perhaps ;nezfui-e an Englith mile; the

breadth varies much in many places, and where broadeft,

will probably not exceed a quarter of a mile. Its infular

fitnation makes it valuable, as its pature and little corn is

fafe from being trefpafled on by neighbouring castle ; be-

fides that it anfwers’in its turn, with other grazings, as

part of the milch cow pafture throughout fummer. During

the barveft months, no beflial is allowed to enter it, being
all that time preferved for out-wintering pafture. Cattle

sre put in there fome time in November, (as into all other

winterings), are thence gradually taken out to be houfed

the beginning of fpring, is they may appear to need pro-
veader. Some cattle are loft yearly as they attempt get-
ting to little plots of grals among high rocks, with which
Vor. XVI. z the

© The mafters of hipsand their failors call it Loch-bad-well.
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the coaft of the ifland abounds. It is allowed that this
jfland is a fifth or fixth part value of the yearly rent of the
whole farm of Oldney.

Cromay Ifland.—This is a little fat ifland, alfo adjoined to
Oldney farm ; it lies in that pretty large bofom of fed,
which, from the point of Row-flore, leads to the anchoring
ground of Cul-chu-ig, fouth fide of Dorny-Oldney. It is
theltered on the N. by Ifland Oldney; on the S. by the
high rocks of Clathnefly farm ; but -the fhore of this farm
fhould be kept at a moderate diftance by any prudent
mariner, as it is thallow. This fmall ifland will fatten s
“half-dozen theep, or one cow. )

So-ay Ifland—It lies to the S. of Row-flore point, to-
wards the entry of Loch-Inver harbour from the offing. A
mariner may make his way to that harbour, by keeping his
<courfe on either fide of it, as he may find moft convenient.
This ifland js a pendicle of Inver farm. It is rather flat,

' ‘though not wholly fo. It partly abounds with heather,
and fweet grafs. It is much longer than hroad ; the former
dimenfion may be half an Englith mile, the latter one-third
of that length. Lambs and kids are fent there to be fpean-
ed, and taken thence in two or three wecks; if no other
cattle are feng there immediately thereafter, but the pafture
preferved until the beginning of November, in this event
it will prove fufficient to out-winter eight or nine year- .
olds of the cow kind.

Klett Ifland.—This ifland is fituated to the S. of So-ay,
at the diftance of one mile, or thereby. It is a pendicle
of Inver-kirk-ag farm, and fomewhat of a round figure,
The diftance from Inver-kirk-ag to this ifland, by the fhal-
low bay of Inver-kirk-ag will be one league. It isnot to

: b
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be approached but of a calm day, and fmooth fea. It is
but a high rock, confiderably above the greateft tide
and furge, except in one or two places of difficult accefs
when landing ; there, however, lambs and kids aré {peaned,
old fheep fattened, and when no fuch are in this ifland, it
will over-fatten one cow or bullock of large fize *8

The parrator having all along mentioned in fubjoined
notes, or in the body of this Statiftical Account, the feveral
farms which fell in his way, of a long and wearifome cir-
cuit, it would become him now to proceed to the imme.’
diate difcuffion of the more important particulars of this
detail ; but the mention of thefe are for a little deferred,
until, with equal impartiality, the names at leaft of the in-
termediate farms are fimply recorded. The defign of,
which is, That in the event any thing uleful, meriting en-
_ quiry or infpe&ion, mayoccur in what remains to be addu-
ced, any perfon, from whatever quarter, may know where
to find and fee fuch obje&s, without guide or reward to
any. Therefore the names of all the farms and inhabited
places, not formerly mentioned, will foon follow in courfe.
Bat to give as clear an idea as poflible of the different tralts
and dire&ions in which thefe places are fituated and found,
the narrator will fuppofe, that a traveller fets off from In-
ver-lm'k-ag fhoré for Ledbeg on the height of this parith;
in this event he will cither keep by the fouth fide of Su-il.
vine, or Suggar-loaf-hill, and find the path difagreenble,
abounding with flones, in fome parts with rocks; and in

cafe

@ A certain gentleman of this parith had one fed there, which fattened
0 that degree, that upon the animal being landed thence, he could not
move bat with the flowelt pace, but that being rather tee much, be in-
Rantly dicd of fuffocation by fatnefs.
I
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cafe he would wifh to give a call, or fhelter himfelf frone
rain or ftorm, there is but one habitable place called Brack-
loch, (clofe by the weﬂern end of the great frefh water
lake called Ca-um-loch #), a diftant pendicle of Ledbeg-farm..
Or, aggn, if the traveller fets out froar Tilin-wintering by
Ed-ra-vine track ¢, he will find bis way almoft equally bad
* for faid Letbeg, though in part opened up feveral years.
paft. Here alfo is but one habitation, named Clo-ich-a-ry 1, -
fituated in & contra&ted gloomy hollow, moftly furrounded
with rocks. It lies to the north .fide of lofty Sy-il.vine.
This place is alfo a remote corner of Ledbeg farm, and oc-
cupied by a herd of Lieutenant Kenneth Mackenzie, the
tackfman. But in preference to both the above tracks, if
the traveller fets off. by Inver and Brackloch-Inver farms,
keeping along the posth fide of Inver river, he will find
his way more comfortable in every refpe®. One hour’s
walk or thereby will bring him to Little-Affint |}, and he
may
® Ca-um.loch, 7. ¢. the crooked loch. Some years paft the Lord Bi-
" fhop of Derry, now Earl of Briftol, among other parts of the north that
, *his Lordthip vifited, made an cxcurfion to this parifh, and by reafon of the
grand fcene of this loch, its fine iflands, beautified with natural trees,
birch alfo, furrounding lofty hills, ‘een and refleted from the fmooth
furface of Ca-umaloch, firuck his Lordthip with fuch pleafure and novelty,
‘ that he caufed his French valet draw a perfpetive view of the whole—

+ Ed-ra-vine, means, Betwixt two mountains, v/%. Sul-vine to the S.
and Ga-nifp to the N. of this track. Some have perithed here, and feve-
rals bave beea in great dauger of the like fate in time of winter ftorms.

t Aury fignifies a grazing, having booths for accommodation of milk-
maid and herds.. Clo-ich, 7..¢. a itone, importing that it aboinds with
fuch. .

}i Oppofite to it, on the fouth fide of Inver river, is the little farm of
Poul-a-garvie. On the N. W, of Little Affint, is the farm of Loch ban«
noch; and to'the N. of Loch-baanoch lies Poul-la-kar-kan, & part of Tu-

more.
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may walk or ride as he may find convenient. Little Af-
fint is a wintering, and confequently a temporary refidence
of Licutenant John Scobie. He generally has a boat at
the weftern end of the beautiful frefh wator lake called
Loch-Affint. F it can be got, it will ferve as a vehicle for
feven miles towards the higher farms here ; and then the
traveller lands near the parochial kirk; but though the
boat fhould not be procured, it makes no great differs
ence; as wpon leaving Little Affint, the traveller makes
for Tumore, where the road becomes perfeitly firm, and
continues fo, not’ only to Auld-an-na-kal-gach, the prefent
march, but as far further as the length of Dernoch or Tain:
Batto proceed and mention all the other farms of this inland
intermediate tra@ ; the traveller leaving Tumore ®, has the
high hills of Cu-i-nag clofe by him, to the north; on his
right hand is the frall winterings of Edra-chalda, at fame
time the winterings of Upper and Lower Tubegs 4 offer
® full view ; they lic along the fouth fide of Loch-Affint,
at the bafe of a group of hills called Bine garve. From
Baddy-nacarbad, the fmall wintering of Edra-chalda, the

road

more. Mr Kenneth Scobie, tackfman of it, of Upper and Lower Ache
more, and of Ry-so-traid, Cui-nag-bills are attached to thefe farms; they:
are managed by his overfeers and fervants here. Himfelf and family refide
e the good corg farm of Scoury, Edsachilith parith.

® Befides this tract or rosd from Inver to Tumore, there is another
fom Oldeny to it alfo, at the diftance of & half mile from Tumore, in
our way thence fcr the beight, a path or track ftrikes off this principab
rosd (as we call it) by Ballach-leray for Slithachilith, particularly for
Glenlerag, Ned, 34d Ardvare farms; the two former’ fitvated by the chaps
of Loch-Ned, the lm-'w not far from it.

¥ Edra-chalds is the name of the farm; Baddy.na-carbad is that of the
wintesing.
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 road leads dire&ly crofs the little, but occafionally rapid ri-
ver or burn of Ski-ak, through the farms of Upper and
Lower Achmores®, that of Edra-chalda, crofs the fmall river
of Chalda, then through the farm of Culin and Half Ca
more +; here, about the-caftern end of Loch-Affint, are the
parochial kirk and manfe. The way thence leads crofs
the river Tralegal, which, at a little diftance enters Loch-
Affint, then through the farms of Inch-nadaff, Sronchruby,
and Laing, crofs A-na-ka-un river, by Ry-an-cro-vich farm,
thence, advancing a little, there is a path which firikes off
for Leadbeg farm-houfe, but the public road is continued to
Auldan-nakal-gacht; the farms from thence weftward (in
the dire@ion of Cloich-glas-maul-a-chirn, &f¢. formerly de-
fcribed), and lying within that line of march, are Ledmore,
Cromauld, Auld-an-achy, Alpine, and Knock ||. The nar-
rator having now faithfully mentioned every particular
farm and inhabited place, the manner they are fituated
along fhore, and how they lie in the inland tracks, he leaves
the confideration and decifion refpeing public roads to the
Honourable Commiffioners of the county; only adding,
that.if thefe roads were begun and finifhed, bridges built
and regular ftages fixed, probably no lefs curious and ufe-
ful

® Upper Tubeg is adjoined to Inifnadaff farm, Lower Tubeg to Stron.
chouby farm. -

4+ From the principal road a track or path ftrikes off by Achmore farm.
houfe for Unapool farm, which is the eaftern end of Slichachilith.

$ The other half of Camore is the minifter’s glebe.

fl The unfortunate perfon, by whofe fingle evidence (in time of the
clan confli@s) the grazings or farms of Auldy-valin, Auldan-farn, Strath-
fef-kach, Knock-kurny, and Glas-wel, with all parts and pendicles, were
fevered from Aflint, is handed down to this very day as having laid violent
hands on himfelf. That limb once of this parith was fweeped away when
the intrepid lairds of Macleod held all this parith.

§ There is a tract on bad read from Knochan to the vﬂl-geofmnool—
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ful objedts would caft up to view, and be found here, than
in the Swifs Cantons, fo very parucnlarly defcribed by
Britith travellers.

Circumference, Length, and Breadth of Affiat Parsfp.—
Concerning thefe dimenfions 2 conjeyre can only be of-
fered, for reafons formerly affigned ; however, if the courfe
of marches defcribed in the preceding pages of this account
are followed in their various windings alang the coaft,
through moors and hills, there is no faying but this parith
may be found 100 Englith miles in circumference. Taking
the length from Auldan-nakal-gach, or Cromauld, to the
point of Row-ftore, may meafure from 30 to 3§ like miles.
The breadth varies much; but fuppofing it to be taken

from the march of Auld-an-achy, or Knockan, with Coi-

gach, to the lands-end of Loch-Ardvare, in which line only
this parith is fuppofed broadeft, it is prefumed not to ex-
ceed, (or at moft found to meafure,) 15 miles. It is an eafy
affair for fuch as can have recourfe to infpe& the general
plan or map of this parith #, to inform themfelves~of the
precife dimenfions, by their applying a pair of compafles
to the fcale of that map.

Nymber of Acres—~Thefe muft be feveral thonfands.
The narrator can offer no particular conjeGure of their
number, as the furface of the parith abounds fo very much
with great frefh-water lakes, and nomberlefs leffer ones
alfo; befides rocks, hills, and mountains of every fize and
dimenfion, fome of which are inacceffible, and others of

them

® That general map, as dﬁpmmludm;huofmryhm,wdxm
p by John Home, in time of Lady Sutherland’s minority.

4
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them’ fo in particylar places : Therefore, inftead of acres,
«<an oply be reprefented,

The ancient Divifion of the Lands of the whole Parifp.—
“The ancient divifon of the parifh, to this day retaired and
known by all here, was into davochs of land, which are
four : 1/}, The davoch of Ard-Affint, including the whole
trs& and farms thereon, from Skiak river all along to the
march of Ledmore, at Auld-an-nakal gach, ¢ to Knock-
an. as particularly mentioned ia the preceding pages. This
davoch was the only one which fuffered confiderably by
feudal differences and powerfnl )unfd)&wn, now happily

* abrogated fince 1748-

2d davoch, Ed-ra-ifk, extends from ITnver-kirk- -ag Tiver
to that of Inver ; its hill pafture lies towards Su-il-vine and
Canifp mountains. .

3d davoch, Row-ftore, lies extended along fhore from
Inver river to Garve-auld of Claﬂmcﬁ'y The pafture for
Fell- -cattle is the out-fkirts of all the farms, and called Me-
an-Afint, formerly defcribed.

4th davoch, Slith-a.chilith, fituated betwixt faid Garve-
auld of Clafhnefly, along'the coaft of Kilis, to the march
of Unapool (as formerly reprefented) with Glencul of
Edra-clLilifh parifh. The hill-pafture of this davoch isin part
a diviion of Me.an-Affint, to the boundary of Glenlerag
Jarm by Loch-nedd. Glenlerag, Ardvare, Ry-an-traid,
and Unapool, have ont fkirts, each of their own. For rea-
fons which will appear in.the fequel, the fubdivifions of thefe
four davochs muft not be omitted, for they are ftill retained
snd known by the natives; and by attending to it in its
proper place, a pretty exa& calculation can be mpade of all
abe Jive-flock. of avery {pecies of cattle.in the parith.

Subdivifios
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Bebdivifion of the fowur Davochs.~—The fubdivifion of
thefe four davochs is into oxgates of land. every davoch
sonfifting of eight fuch, making in all 32 oxgates. The
praQtical obje@s of this fubdivifion fhall be flated under a
fabfequent topic. . .

Surface.—~The furface was reprefented in the genersl
defcription given in the beginzing of this sccount, ss
almoft wholly uneven, and rocky, having interjacent littde
glens, fields, plains and meadows, which, during fummer
and harveft, abound with rich pafture, at no great diftance
from the feveral forms sad places of refidence, near to
which aatural grafs is yearly cut in Auguft or September
for bay, as the feafon may allow. At the extreme marches
with the different neighbouring landed propesty, the furface
abounds moftly with lofty mountains, hills, exterfive tradts
of heath, having here and there foft mofs and quagmires,
which often prove fatal to cows and horfes.

Sot/—Along the whole fhore, the foil is of various
kinds, flony, gravelly, fendy, mofly, and thefe for the moft
. part interfperfed with rocks and ftones, fome of greater, -
others of lefs megnitude; for which caufe almoft all the
labouring is performed by the crooked and firaight deloing
fpades, implements of hufbandry peculiar to this and other
parithes to the N. to the W. and S. W. of Affint. The
plough affords confiderable aid at the farms of Inver-kirk-
ag, Tilin-wintering, Inver, at Oldney, and Little Affint~
wintering. The plough might do fo, in more or lefs de-
gree, throughout the feveral other farms of thefe three
davochs along fhore. But the inhabitants, being numerous
there, think it eafier, and attended with lefs expence,

Vor. XVI. As F™
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to defve ® their féveral diviians of land, than be ut the
trouble of clearing ’the ground, ar of ufing horfes and
ploughs, efpecially as their immediate fubfifience depends
on their fuocefs in fithing, to which they muft pay regu-
lar attention: befides, it is found by e¢xperience, that
there is a much greater increafe of corn, from the fame
- quentity of feed fown in delvimgs, than from the like
quantity fown in ploughed ground ; bear fowniin the freight
Jpade delving is genernlly found to yicld fixteen in return.

Soil of Davock Ard-Affint, or Affst Height.—~The foil
here is, for moft part, a rich heavy loam; in fome othes
places it is gravelly. Limeftone and mofs abound through
the whole extent of it, The fields, though few, and not of
great extent, are as rogularly laid out as the furface will
allow ; fome racks above, and others below the furface,
give embartafiment, and require the attention- of the
ploughman to avoid them; for which reafon - there is
in time of tilling 2 man who attends with the afore-
mentioned crooked {pade, whofe employment it is to dafve
the ground where it is {uppofed there are concealed racks

. and ftanes, in order te expole them taq view, fo that neither
plough nor harnefs may reecive hurt.

Cultivation, Manure, and Implemeats of Hufbandry.—
Yearly from the middle of July to the 75th of Auguft, the
labourer employs a confiderable part of that time in ga-
thering earth, which he forms into an oval or quadrangular

. figure; above that are laid firata of dung, lime, dnd
whatever elfe may enrich his. duaghills, te which a coafi-
-derable addition is made by the litter of cattle, houfed
early in the fpring. If that feafon be favourable, the til-
lage commences at or about the middle of Fehru-

~ ary. Oatsare fown in March and begioning of April.

. Fields
* Dig with the fjade.,
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Ficlds to be laid down with #rar, and fuch as are to be
plsated with potatoes ®, after having been ‘once ploughed,
wce thateafter mannred, and wpon their being tilled a fecond
time, sre iaftantly fown, and harrowed. . Bea weed &
the principal manare; all aleng the fhore. Some little
tralts of moor and barren’ ground are yearly every tyliere
brought into cultivation by potatoe-planting ; but the whole
arshle groand, ploughed and defoed ehroughdat the whole
parith, does not probably bear the proportion of one acre
to an hundred, of what is hill pafture, moer and mofv.
The old Scotch plough is the only one dfed. Kere; four
bardy native horfes are yoked to it. The other imples
ments of hufbandry are harrows, the crooked and ftraight
delving fpades, Englith fpades, fome mattocks, caddres,
creok-fuddive, and cresds. Itis with thefo two laft men.
tioned that the mahure is cartied on horfeback to the field,
us neither cart nor waggan are yet ufed here.’

Seed Teme and Harveft~-Seed time, as above mentioned,
if the fpring praves favourabls, begins early in March,
ad in that eveat, the labouring is finifhed by the clofe of
May, or fome days thereafter. If the harveft be a good
one, the crop will be fecured by the latter end of Septem-

“ber; bat this happens v;ry feldom, by reafon of exceffive
rains, which, if they come on in March, lengthen the la-
bouring to the 24th of June, and of courfe very probably
the ingathering of the crop is protraéted to the end of O¢-

tober

® When inthe 1765 the narrator was admitted to the charge of Affint,
there were no potatoes, except a few plu;ted in his predeceflor’s garden.
In the 1966, a balf boll for feed was got, fmall prefents were made, the
manner how to plant, &c. was fhown. At firft the natives were indiffe-
fent; however, being perfuaded to perfevere, and finding their great
dvantage, they have ever fince improved in the fkill of planting their
Plots and fields of potatoes,
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tober at leaft, if not, to the middle of November ¢. K
thefe rains continue, and change to fleet and froft, which
fomeumes happens, the whole labour of the year is either
Ioft, or, the crop is rendered unwholefome for man and
beaft; of confequence ficknefs prevails among the people,
and the lofs' of cattle is inevitable.

Climate, Difsafes, $9c.~ln general, the climate is rainy,
s5 much fo at lealt ss-in any tra@ of equal extent on the
W. N. W. coaft of North Britain. The raio continses not
caly for houm, but often for days ; nay, for weeks, efpecially
if the wind perfeveres for fo long a time to blow from the
weft; if from that quarter it veers to the fonth, its conti-
nuance there will not be leng, but returning, recommences
its unwelcome thowers. When the wind fhifts from W,
to.N. in this event it rains gently for two er three days;
thereafter the atmofphere clegring up, the weather becomes
dry and chilly, and continues fo as long as the north
. wind prevails. With eafterly winds there is always dry
ferene weather here, having little or no change to the con-
+ trary. During the fouth wind the weather is favourable;
but no fooner does it veer to the weft, and continues to
blow bard, than in a few hours. it begins to sain. Notwith~

flanding

@ Harveft £771 was favourable, thecrop was good, and fafely got in.

A very great fall of fnow tock place in the beginning of January 377,

. which continued with intervals until near the end of March; intenfe frof?

fucceeded in April; fo that, notwithftanding almoft the whole crep, and

sl the provender had been given to the: cattle, yet more than one third of

the live ftock of this parifitdied. Harveft 1782 was very bad; very little

of the crop was feeured. R was moftly lot, being covered with fnow.

Spring 1783 was n.ore favourable than that of 1773, confequently lefs lofs

of cattle. At this very time, viw. September 34. 1793, the bacley is not
<3t down, therefore a very lata barveft is deeaded. .
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flsnding chat foch in geaeral is the climate here, yet there -
is a confidersble difference betwixt the heavinefs of thowers
mnd other yegrly ftorms falling on the heights, in compati-
fon of thofe which fal! on the lower parts of the parifh,
called Fa-un. Affint ; in the lafk neither thowers of rain, nor
florms of fnow are fo violent ; whereas on the heights.they
are often felt feverely : In thort, fome winter-feafons pae
mear the thore, with little or no fnow, but only intenfe froft ;
while at the fame time, the fartheft inland end of Slith-
achilith, and the whole heights of this parith, groan under
s load of both. But though the climate be thus rainy,
and the air moift during deluges-fuch as have been defcri-
bed, yet upon ceafing of the rain, & fmart eafterly wind
srifing, and continuing for the fpace of 24 hours, will per-
feQly abate the waters, carry off all fuperfluous rain from
the furface, and moifture from the air. That the weather
here is very changeable cannot be denied ; fometimes very
fercne and pleafant, but oftener the reverfe, which is
the flate of all places in fuch northern latitudes, abound-
ing with lofty hills, as this parith does. However, that the
air here is healthfal will eafily be admitted, as it is a fad
well known, that people from South Britain, and from the
Ie of Man, have lived comfortably here; and, at this
wery time, ‘patives of the Eaft and Weft Indies refide in
this parith, enjoying perfe& health, acquiring » habit and
conftitution ef body almoft equally robuft as that of the
natives. :

There are at prefent here the fame difeafes which pervade
other places, fuch as chincough, meafles, and fmall-pox. Ina-
culation is not yet univerfally introduced, on account of
vulgar prejudice. Among the numerous inhabitaats who
dwell along Slith-a-chi-lifh and Row-ftore, to Inverkirk-
ag river, fevers and diarrheeas fometimes prevail, owing,
» is faid, to cold fithing feafons. In the 1768, there

3 w
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was indeed & very infactious epidemical faver, which
having been introduced from other places, cw off &
great number, the floute and mofk vigarous in the fpace
of three days, others ia that of four ; if the infected furvi-
ved the fifth, efpecully the feventh day. they gcncmlly

efcaped.

Inflances of Losgevity.~Mrs Chrittian Gray, dgughter
of the Reverend Mr Alexander Gray, (the late learned and
worthy Epifcopal parfon hese), died at the age of 106
years at leaft. The narrator faw and often converfed with
her for one or two years after his admiffion in the 1765.
She retained the memory of every thing of importance
that came within her knowledge to the very clofe of life.
+ Hugh Matthifon, tepant in Baddy-danoch by Loch-Inver,
was, by his own account, g5 years of age. -He enjoyed
good health, and weant & fithing in his little boat until withia
fome few days .of his death.

John Mackenzie, tenant in Clathmoare, fays, that he
is at the clofe of 100 years at leaft. He can fill threth
corn, and do other domettic affairs.

" Mrs Mackenzie of Glenlerag, who died mnch ahout
1767, faw the fourth generation lineally defcended from
her. She was.upwards of 100 years, and retamcd her me» -
mory, £J¢c. to her death.

State of Property :* Whether changeable or not~The

property of this parith has perhaps nndergone as few chan-
" 'ges us any. Tradition, and even documents declare *,
thst,

® Thefe documents are in the archives of the prefent noble proprietors
of this parith ; and if the narrator remembers well, Sir Robert Gordon of
. Gordonftoun hints at this fadt, in his hiftory of that ancient family.
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thait it was a foreft of the ancient Thanes of Sutherland.
One of thefe prime Thanes gave it in vaffalage to cne
Msac-Kry-cul, who, in ancient times, held the coaft of
Coigach, that part of it at the place prefently (1793)
called the village of Ullapool®. The Noble Thane
made Affint éver in the above manner, as Mac Kry-cul
hed recovered a great quantity of cattle, carried off
from the county of Sutherland by foreign invaders 4.
Mac-Kry-cul’s family, by the fate of war in thofe days
of old, being reduced to one heir-female, the was gi-
ven in marriage to a younger fon of Macleod, laird of
Lewis, the Thane of Sutherland confenting thereto; and
alfo making this parith over to the new married couple,
together with its fuperiority. The refult of this marriage
was fourteen fucceflive lairds here of the name of Macleod 1.
In 1660, or abont that time, this parifh and its fuperiority
becante the property of the Earl of Seaforth, who made it
over to a younger fon of his family, whofe fucceflors poffef-
fed it for three or four generations : Thereafter it-was pur-
chafed by Lady Strathnaver, who gave it as a prefent te
" her Noble and no lefs deferving grandfon, the late Wil
ljam Earl of Sutherland, father of the prefent Right Hos
nourable Countefs of Sutherland, married to Earl Gower,
beir apparent to the Marquis of Stafford. Thus the barony

and

¢ Larich, Teay, Mackry-cul is #ill known at Ullapool viilngo, £ 6o
That very fpot where Mac-Kry-cul had his houfe is known,

t Scandinavians, who burnt the great fir forefts on all this and dje-
cent coafts,

{ The thort manufeript hitory of thefe gentlemen the narrator reads
He thinks it may be found in the libracy of the Iate Roderigk Muhd,-
Efg; of Cadboll, a lineal defcendant of the lairds of Affint,



193 » Statifical Account

and parith of Affint reverted to the Noble family who
gave it to Mac-Kry-cul . .

Heritors~The late good Earl William ,having got Af-
fint{, foon thereafter granted wadfets or feus, to the
number of fix. The gentlemen who held them firft, re-
fided on the coaft of Sutherland by Dornoch, &#¢c. None
of them have their abode here.

Inflances of good and bad Seafons.—The moft remarkable
snftances of bad feafons are the following : ln 1766, when
S the

® MacKry-cul is reported by the people here to be the potent man,
@f whom are defcended the Macnicols, Nicols, and Nicolfons. .

4 This Noble family, in refpec of antiquity, is equal to any. Seme
sre of opinion, that a prince or chieftain of the German Celti (whom the
Roman hiftorian meantions, Tac. ger. 30. 1.) was progenitor of it Be
shat as it will, it is fact that the county of Sutherland, in the Gaelic lan-
guage is called Shir.ri.achtchatt ; the natives, by the fame language, sre
denominated Chattick; and the Earl called Mor-ir-chart. Further,

-there is early mention of the Tbanes of Suthertand in Buchse
san’s hiftory of Scotland; for proof of this the hiftory of the wfurper
Macbeth may be read, who, to poffefs the Crown, aflaflinated his own
coufin, King Duncan I. and put to death foon theresfter the Thanes of
€aithnefs, Sutherland, Rofs, and Nairn, &c. io the year fog3. -However,
‘she furvivors of thefe Thanes, conjoining with the other great chieftsine
of Scotland, expelled the ufurper, and placed Malcolm IIl. on the throne
of his fathers, Buchanan’s Hiftory, B. 6. and 7. It appears alfo from
the gth book of fame hiftorian, that in the year 1370, or theredy,
King David 1. preferred Alexander, fon to the Earl of Sutherland, by
hid David’s fecond fifter, to fucceed him as King of Scotland ; the nobi-
Jity accordingly fwore fealty to him; but Alexander dying foon after,
the King was reconciled to Robert Stewart, the fon of his eldeft fifter.
In fhort, this Noble family always concurred in prometing and effeing
the general good and happinefs of the ftate or kingdom. As evidence of
this, read Dr Smollet’s hiftory of 1715, vol. 10. where the patriotic con-
duct of John Earl of Sutherland, in the Houfe of Peers, againft the Eas

of Anglefy, &c. will appear confpicucus.
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the narrator came here, the crop was loft, alfo the peats al-
moft. In fpring 1773, in confequence of the preceding
indifferent harveft, one-fourth part of the cattle perifhed.
In particular, the cafe was, That a great florm of fnow
came on in the beginning of January; it continued off and
on till the beginning of April, when it was carried away
fuddenly by a great and uncommon deluge of rain. Froft
continued throughout April: In a2 word, thongh all the
provender, and even the corn was given, the cattle perifh.
ed. The 1982 was bad; but nothing fo diftrefling as the
hft mentioned. This fame 1793 has béen diftrefling through-
out the whole of it ; the crop is for the moft part damaged,
and the beft of it hurt. In fhort, by obfervation, the narra-
tar can truly fay, that every gth or zoth year turns out di-
firefling, either by lofs of crop, lofs of cattle, perhaps both, if
the fpring proves not favourable ; and in the fame proportion
of years prefently mentioned, there is generally a failure of
credit by drovers in more or lefs degree ; for, as they drive
all the cattle fold here, and other neighbouring'northern
parifhes, to the fouthern markets, they muft neceffarily feel
the effe@®s of bad feafons and times; and fuch is the cafe
here at prefent. The intermediate years betwixt every
oth or zoth year, are, upon the whole not to be com-
plained of.

Crop of the whole Pari/b, &c. and Number of Souls.—The
crop of the whole parith confifts of oats, the fmall black
kind, of barley and potatoes. When good years occur, the
produce of all thefe, on the heights of the parifh, may fuffice
for fix or feven months at moft. For the lower parts, and
along the whole coaft, it will probably ferve for ten
months ; and m cafe of a good herring-fithing, and plenty
of them fecured for family confumption, the year may pafs
tolerably well in this quarter. But in bad years, no lefs

Vor. XVI, Bb than
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than 1500 bolls at leaft, (and that ufed with the greatelt
economy, as an addition to what may remain of the pro-
duce here), will ferve the whole parifh, which the narrator
beheves to contain 3ooo !'puls. The people refiding on
the height, thongh by far the fewer, will confume more
vittual, in proportion to their number, than thofe of the
low coaft will ufe ; andthlsbymfon of the moreo:lefs
fupply of fith from the fes contiguous to them, which the
inhabitants of the height can have no advantage by.

Price of Vi€iual and Provifions—~The price of victual
bas of late years rifen very much. About twenty years
a.go, the writer of this account has known the boll of
vif@tnal fod for 8s. Sterlmg, a live wedder at gs.; the
flone of butter, equal to 24 lb. Engleh wexght. fold at 6s.
Cheefe per ftone, at 2 5. 6d. fometimes at 3s.; a good fat
Highland tow at L. 1, 1§s. or thereby ; but now the cafe is
very much reverfed. The viGual now-a.days draws here,
communibus annis, L. 1 Sterlmg at leaf} per boll, if import-
ed, expence, . included. If carried from the county of
Suthetland or that of Rofs, in this cafe, fervants, borfes
and harnefs, thh tear and wear, muft be prepared, and will
be cither five or fix days betwixt going and returning. At
this very day {hepherds draw from 13s.to 15s. fora good
wedder. The butter fetches 10s. per flone; cheefe per
flone 4s. and fomctunes §s. The price of black cartle is
very changeable here, as already hinted at in the precedmg
page, and the reafon for it is the inftability of droving.
Further, it may be eaﬁly obferved and admitted, that the
muluphcxty of licenfed flills in the low corn-counties, tead
guatl y to the rather too great increafing price of viftual.

Wages, &c. and Price of Lubour.—Wages to domeflic
fervannﬁsnothlghhere, one with the other included w:l!
‘not

DR
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not exceed L. 1 Sterling per annum. The great concern of the
farmer, or any other head of a family here, is to provide
provifions, cloathing, bedding, £¢. for his herds, milk-
maids, &c. The dearne(s of thefe feveral articles, together
with the expence and trouble of carriage, mentioned above,
is the reafon why the fees of domeftic fervants cannot be
£ high in this as in corn.parithes. Of old times, and st
this very day, there is a proverb ufed in the Highlands,
which, when tranflated, expreflfes [Literslly, That it is
for decent food and accommodation, and not for wages,
they (domeftic fervants) ferve. Labour by the day is ac-
" counted high, being 8d. 10d. &¢.; and therewith they
¢ fed thrice a-day. The reafon why day labourers are
fo high in their demand, is, that all thofe not ferving in fa-
milies always refort to the numerous fithing-veflels on the
coaft, where men well fkilled -in packing, may gain at
leaft 35: per day ;. firong old women, and mdnﬂnonlhﬂ'a,
xs. 6d. per day, by guiting the herrings. _

Cawes and Pigeons—There is a very large one in Lofty-
fo-il-vine, another at Knockan ; alfo a very fpacious one at
Cul-kin-ach-na.karnan, Go-an-dun-an ®, otherwife called,
Go-na-kal-man. This cave is no great diftance from the
point or land-end of Row-flore. Befides thefe there are ma-
oy more ; to fuch, and to the clefts of rocks, the pigeons
sefort ¢o hatch and for fhelter. There are¢ 0o other dove=
ootes here.

!

Woods.

¢ Go-an.dun-an, called fo by reafon of its being netr the remains f §
dune, built by Scandinavisns, when opon their being defeat near Dor-
noch, and in the adjecent parts of the county of Rofs.' To that place they
seforted, and built a dune. Then they burned the large fir-forets of
Affint, &c. Go-na-kal.mas, . ¢. the Pigeon.cove. The Sc indinavians hss
ving built & large bire-lin or thip, they went to their owa couptry.
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Woods.—There are fome birch-trees thinly {cattered
here and there by the coaft of Slith-a-chi-lith, all along
from Unapool to Oldney, both places included. There is
alfo of the fame kind in many different thin plots, far
diftant from one another, from' OQldney to Tnverkirk-
ag; but this laft mentioned tradt lies at ‘the diftance of
at leaft two long mriles from the coaft. From Poul-a-gar-
vir, on the fouth fide of Inver river, thence along in an
eaft dire&ion by Lower and Upper Tubegges ‘wintetings,
there are woods of the fame kind. In like manner, there
is from Little Aflint, towards Tumore, the north frde of
Loc