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17463
1. Kirkaldy, 2296
2. Scone, 889
3. Garcunnock, 956
4 Alv, 436
5. Duplin and Aberdalg:e, 320
6. C rmunnock, 471
9 Carftairs, 845
8. Snizort, 1627
9. Weft-Calder, ® 1294
z0. Eaft-wood, 1142
x1. Kifyth, 1395
13. Kippen, 1799
x3. Dudingfton, 989
14. St Ninians, 6491
15. Kildn.mmy, 562
16 Borrowfiownnefs, 2668
x7. Foffaway and Tullicbole, 1768
18. Trinity-Gatk, 913
x9. Perth, 9019
20. Kinnoul, 1163
ar. Strathblane, 797
23. Leuchars, 1691
23. Mary-kirk, 1285
24. Botriphnie. 953
lg1766 -

Increafe in 1790-§

APPEND[X

57262 '16677 ix181
41766 1187

15496 15496

as Cnlurs, (Vol. x. p. 131.) Religious Houfes, - 649

26. Kirkaldy.—Trial for Witchcraft,
)

- - 653

® There is 2 miftake in the nete, p. 195, with regard to the numbers in
1755, and if the circumftance there mentioned is confidered, there is reafon
to fuppofe, rather an increafe, than a diminution in the pumber of this parifth.
4+ The numbers in 1755, are flated p. 264, at 1346, 49 below what was

then the real number.

% The numbers of 1755, are ftated p. 618, at 5 below the number given

by Dr Webfter.

§ There was probably an inaccuracy in Dr Webfter’s number of this pa-
tifh, Vide p. 646, and the diminution canmot be fuppofed to have greatly

exceeded 130,
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PARISH OF KIRKALDY.

(couNTY OF FIFE.)

By the Rev. Mr TroMss FLEMING.

. Name, Situation.

THE town of Kirkaldy has been called by its prefent”
' name, as far back as there are any records of it. Itis
fuppofed to have derived its name from the Culdees; (the Kel~
dei a3 they are often called in the Old Charters), of whom it
is faid to have been a cell®. Ieis fituated in the ccunty of

VOL- xv% A ' Flfe’ i

® This is Sir Robert Sibbald’s d«intim;, in his hiftory of Fife. The word
might, with the ufual licence of etymoloay, be derived from the Gaclic ; to
which langusge, & great proportion of the names of places in the ucighbour-
hood, and indeed through the whole of Fife, may unqueftionably be traced,
Al names of places beginning with Bal, Col, or.Cul, Dal,. Dmm,.Dun, Inch, - .
Inaer, Auchter, Kil, Kin, Glen, Mon, and Strath, are of Gaelic origin. Thofe
bcgix;ning with Aber, and Pit, are fuppofed to be Pitith names, and do not
occur beyoad the territory which the Picts arc thought to haveinhabited.
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Fife, on the Frith of Forth, about 10 miles north of Edine
burgh. It is the feat of one of the four prefbyterics which
compofe the provincial fynod of Fife*; and, alternately
with Cupar, the ordinary feat of the fynod.

Extent,—The parifb of Kirkaldy, fo called from the town,
38 a kind of irregular oblong, extending from S. E. to N. W..
between 2 and 3 miles, and from N. E. to S. W. about one
mile. It is bounded on the S. E. by the Frith, on the N. E,
by the parith of Dyfart, on the N. W. by the parithes of Dy-

fart and Achterderran, and on the S, W. by the parith of”

Abbotfhall,

This laft parith, with the exception of 3 farms which be-
Jonged to Kinghorn 4, was originally a part of the parfonage
of Kirkaldy. In 1649, the prefbytery on an application from
the heritors, found that a new kirk fhould be erefted in the
parith of Kirkaldy, for the accommodation of the parithions

ers; and recommended to the Commiflioners of the Parliament

for furrenders and tythes, to carry the ere@ion into effedt.
The next year, the new parith of Kirkaldy, fince called 4bbot~
Sball was ere€ted ; and the parith of Kirkaldy proper, has from
‘that time been cohﬁncd nearly to the burgh, the burgh acres,
and the common Jand and moor; gomprchending, in all, an
gxtent of about 870 Scotch acres, ‘ -

Afpei? q’f the town.—The town of Kirkaldy is fituated at the
foot of a bank, on the fea-fhore, along which it ftretches the
wholz breadth of the parith. It is properly but one long
firget, with a few lanes of {mall extent opening on each fide
of it. The principal part of the ftyeet appears to have been
originally wider than it is now, many of the houfes on both

fideg

® The other three are, Cupar, St. Andrews, and Dnnfcm_ﬂ_igg.
} Eafler and Wefler Touchs, and Weft Bogie, ;
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fides of it thewing inmternal evidence ®, that they have at fome
time or other been extended beyond their firft limits, and
that the property of individuals has been ¢nlarged by encroach-
ments on that of the community. At prefent, the ftrect is
narrow, in fome places inconveniently fo; winding and ir-
regular ; deformed by the frequent proje&ion of contiguous
houfes and ftairs ; and as the traveller daily feels, wretchedly
paved +.  The houfes are in general mean, aukwardly placed
with their ends to the fireets, and conftruéted without any
regard to order or uniformity. Of late, however, a better
ftile of building has begun to be introduced ; and differ-
ent fpecimens have been given of an improving tafte in archie
tecture.

Public Buildings, Town-boufe.—The only public buildings
worthy of notice are, the town-houfe and the chnrch. The
town-houfe, which was rebuilt in 1678, {tands near the mid.
dle of the town, and contains the hall in which the magif-
trates and council affemble for conduéting the ordinary bufi
nefs of the burgh. Here too the baillies hold a weckly
court for judging in queftions between the burgefles ; and
‘the juftices of the peace have occafional mectings for deter-
mining queftions of revenue, and difcuffing petty caufes that
are brought before them from the furrounding diftri. Over
the town-houfe is the prifon, with feparate apastments for
debtors and criminals ; and under it the guard-houfe, the
mealsmarket, and the pyblic weigh-houfe. The whole forms
a plain building of hewn-ftone, ornameated with 3 tower and
A2 fpire,

« * Strong beams run along the roofs of the rooms, to fappart the place of the.
front wall, which has been bronght forward to increafe the width of the
- houfes.

.1 The ftatate laboar of the town is now convested, and the produce leRR ty
accumulate for new.paving the ftreets. Ruinous houfes are in fome inftances
rebujlding at fagh a giftance from the ftrect, as to leave it of 3 decent width.
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fpire. The tawer contains the town-clock and bell, and.
ferves as a repolfitory for the archives of the burgh.

%Fhe Church,—The church ftands on an elevated fituation,
on the top of the bank, which rifes immediately behind the:
town: Itisa large unthapely pile, that fecms to have beem
reared at different times, to f{uit “the growing population of
the parifh, and in the conftru&ion of which convenience has
been more confulted than unity of defign or beauty. The
nave or body of the church, is in the antient Gothic, or rather
the Norman ftile of archite@ure ; without buttrefles ; with
low femicircular arches, fupported by thort thick columns,
and having aifles behind them. The choir is fitted up in.com-
mon with the nave for the reception of the parifhioners ; and
a large wing has been added for their farther accommodation.
Clofe to one end of the church ftands the fteeple ; which in
its original form was a plain, and not unhandfome fquare
tower with a cornice, above which it was covered with s
roof. But it has been raifed beyond its original height, by the
addition of a fmaller, and a very dilproportionate tower, ter-
minating in a pyramid.

The Sands.—On the one fide of the town, the fea is feparated
from it by a beach of firm and level fand ; on which the in-
habitants have always, excepting at the height of the tide, a
fafe and agreeable walk; and by which the traveller may
generally avoid the uneafy jolting of a long and rugged pave-
ment. As the fand continues firm and fmooth, and the ground
fhelves gradually for a great way into the fea, this place is pe-
culiarly favourable for fea bathing; for which purpofe there
has been for fome years an increafing refort to it, during the
months of fummer and harveft.

Apest
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Afpe8 of the Parifp.~—On the other fide of the town, the
country immediately joins it, and rifes by e gentle but varied
afcent, almoft to the oppofite extremity of the parith.
Taking the parifh by itfelf, the face of it prefents little to the
view that claims particular notice. In the vicinity of the
town, where the foil is light and dry, and very fufceptible of
cultivation, the fields are in general inclofed, and in a regu-
lar courfe of tillage; and exhibit an appearance in no {mall
degree pleafing.——-Farther back, the ground has been more
recently brought into culture; and the foil appears to be
lefs kindly. in its nature, and lefs fufceptible of improve-
ment. But an extenfive proprictor, Mr Ofwald of Dunai-
keer, having now built a manfion houfe on a fine command-
ing fite, in the center of the grounds which are at prefent
the Jeaft cultivated ®, the plan of cultivation and of ornament
which he bas begun, will foon improve the appearance of
that part of the parifhv In the profpeét of building, that
gentleman fometime ago inclofed and planted a romaatic val-
ley, which ftretches from the caft end of Kirkeldy towards
the fite of his new houfe.  This valley is now beginning to
be clofely and beautifully wooded : Fancifal walks, partly of
turf, and partly of gravel, arc cut through it in different di-
reQtions. To thefe the more refpeQable inhabitants of the
town are indulged with accefs; and enjoy in this refpe@
an advantage which the vicinity of few towns can furnith.

Relative Situation.—If this parifh, taken by itfelf, affords
but litte to admire in its geneml appearance, the defe& is
abundantly fupplied by its relative fituation.—Commanding
from different points, a full profpe@ of the adjacent coun-
try, from Dyfart on the eaft, to the green-toped hills of

Glafsmount

® The Burgh moor.
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Glafsmount on the weft ; and the eye embracing within that
range the profperous town of Path-head, with the onceroyal
caftle of Raventheugh *, feated on a cliff overhanging the
fea; the town and harbour of Kirkaldy ; the induftrious
town of Linktown, with the modern church of Abbotfhall;
the high-placed manfion, the piGturefque grounds, and the
extenfive improvements, of Mr Fergufon of Raith ;—and
having extended before it the Frith of Forth, fkirted by
the coalt of Lothian from Edinbuggh to North-Berwick,
diverfified by the iflands of Inch-Keith, Bafs, and May, and
enlivened by a conftant fucceflion of fhips of all butdens,
paffing and repaffing on their deftined voyages:~The parith
of Kirkaldy thus fituated, forms part of a fceae, in which
" the beautics of external nature, and interefting difplays of
the operation of mind, are in no ordinary degree united.

Air and Climate.~Afcending N. W, from the head of the
bay which is called by its name, this parith lies much expofed
to the cafterly winds. Thefe, cfpecially during the latter
part of fpring, blow frequently, and bring up from the fea,
a thick difagreeable haze, that renders the air moift and pier-
cingly cold. But as the wefterly winds prevail, during at
leat two thirds of the year, the air is upon the whale dry,
kindly and wholefome.

Difeafes.—1t may be owing partly to this caufe, that there
are few difeafes which can properly be faid to prevail herey
and that even thefe few are fcldom marked with any peculiar
fymptoms of violence. The moft prevalent difeafe is the
chronic theumatifm, which chiefly affets the aged, and even
thefe chiefly amang thofe clafles which are expofed to hard

labous

® Or Ravenfcraig.———See account of Dyfart.
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Nbéurin the open air. A fpecies of fever with nervous fymp-
toms, but of no diftin& or regular type, has fome years been
frequent, particularly in the beginning of winter, and in fpring.
Children have been more fubjet to it than adualts, Childien are
frequently and fatally affe@ed by the difeafe which is called the
croup. Inftances of confumptions now and then occut, chiefly
in young females. The palfy, which not long ago was fo rare,
‘as to have been vulgarly accounted a fpecial vifitation of God,
s now by no means uncommon: Scrophulous taints are fot
much known here; and the meafles, fmall-pox, and.other
epidemical eruptives are obferved to be ufually milder thaa ~
even in the neighbouring parifhes.- Innoculation for the
£mall-pox is praltifed with the happieft effe@. The religious
fcruples, which long prevented the general ufe of this falutary
jnvention, are every day diminifhing 5 the body of the peo-
ple yiclding to the impreffion of that convincing atteftation in
favour of it, which Divinc Providence has given in its fignal
fuccefs.

Longevity.—The inhabitants in general are healthy; and
many of them attain a good old age. It is no unfatisfying
proof of this, that in four years preceeding 1793, there lived
in the parith 47 perfons who reached the age of 8o, the full
half of which number were alive at one time; that in five
years preceding 1791, four inftances occurred in which the
marriage relation had fubfifted above half a century; and
that on an average of 14 years preceding 1788, the annual
burials were but as 1 to 59 of the population. -

Populatim‘.—On the firft day of January 1790, there were
in the town of Kirkaldy 646 families, containing 2607 foulss
in the country parith, 1§ families, containing 66 fouls; in

: the
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the whole parith, 661 families, containing 2673 fouls*: of
whom 521 were under, and 2152 above, 8 years of age.—
'Of thofe who were above that age, 9o8 were males, and 1244
females. The proportion of fouls to a family was 4¢% in the
town, 4} in the country, 4% in the whole parith.

Divifion ofs the Inbabitants in 1790.—~The inhabitants, reck-
ening thofe only who had familics, or who did bufinefs on
their own account, were in general divided in the following

manner :
Proprictors refiding 7
non-refiding® 4
Minifters 2
Preachers 2
Merchants, traders, and
thopkeepers 36
Seafaring men 14
Farmers, who have no other
employment ‘ 2
Medical men s
Officers who have ferved in
the navy 5
Do. who have ferved in the
army - 4
Oflicers of the cuftoms and
falt office 1
Officers of excife 3
Writers 4
Bookfeller 1
Schoolmatters 3

Saddler £
Candlemaker I
Sellers of ftone ware 4

Keepers of inns and licen-

fed houfes for ale and
fpirits 3t
‘Brewers 2
Smiths and founders 10
Watchmakers 3
Mafons and plafterers 19
Houfe carpenterg 28
Ship carpenters 7
Coopers ' 2
Painters a
Weavers [1]
Stocking weavers 4
Dyers 4
Hecklers 9
‘Tanners and curriers 8
Shoemakers 13
Taylors

® The return to Dr. Webller in 1755 made the pepulation 3296,
4 Befides thereare 3 carporate bodics which have property.




-~

of Kirkaldy. 9

Tailors 10 Male farm fervants ¥
Salters 2 Female do. 3
Glover 1 Female teachers - (1
Batchers - 4 Mantuaemakers 4
Bakers 12 Milleners 4
Barbers 4. Midwives 3
Cork-cutters 2 Widows with families 73
Gardeners 7 Single houfcholders, chiefly
Carters, many of whom oc- females 70

cupy a few acres of land 30  Young perfons of both fexes
Carriers -3 at{chool, about 250
Land labourers and hired  —at the univerfity 3

fervants with families 61 Merchants clerks, not ap-
Male domeftic fervants 8 prentices 9
Female do. 217

In this table, the diftinQions are not always precife. The
clafs of merchants includes the principal manufaGurers.
Some of the fhop-keepers have other employments, and are
introduced under other names. The farmers inferted are
thofe only who have no other fpecnﬁc charafter.

State of Hufbandry.—~Of thofe who are more or lefs engaged

in hufbandry, the whole number, including § proprictors, is

"25, Many of thefe occupy but a few acres, which they

caltivate for the fake of accommodation more than of gain.

This circumftance is not favourable to good hufbandry. The

fpring of intereft is too flightly touched, to produce that regu-
lar exertion which is neceflary to fuccefs.

Some other object engages the firft care; and the few
acres are negleQed. At any rate, if they anfwer the pur-
pofe of convenience for which they are held, the melioration
of them is little attended to. This, however, is not always
the cafe. Some who occupy fmall portions of land, bave been

Vor. XVIIL B at
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at paim; to improve them. And the land which is pofleffed
in any confiderable quantity, is in general cultivated with at-
tention and fuccefs.

Means of cultivation.—~The means of cultivation are here
obtained with little difficulty. The ftables and ftrects of the
town afford a regular fupply of manure ; but what is collected
from the ftreets is lefs valuable, on account of a mixture of
fand which it receives from the houfee of the ordinary clafs of
inhabitants, whofe floors are frequently covered, with it,en—
Lime is to be had at a fhort diftance, and at a moderate ex-
pence ; but it has hitherto been fparingly ufed, particularly
on the lands lying neareft to the town; in the idea that the
foil is too light and warm to permit it to be ufed with fafety.
Sca-weeds furnith an occafional acceflion of valuable mapure,
but in a quantity that bears no proportion tq the extenfive de-
mand for it.

Improvements in Huftandry—The mode of culture has of
late undergone fome important alterations. The tillage is
improved ; to which drilling and hoeing, now much ufed in
all crops, have not a little contributed. Green crops are in-
troduced ; and the proportion of land employed in them is’
every year increafing. The rotation of crops is better regu-
lated ; the alternate fucceflionof culmiferous and legumineus
crops being pretty generally attended to.  The implements of
hufbandry are improved; particularly the plough. Of this
valuable infirument,. two kinds are employed ; the common
Scotch plough, which begins to be better confirufted than
formerly, and the chain-plough introduced by Small of Black--
adder-mount. The former is ftill the moft prevalent; for of
24 ploughs ufed in the parith, 17 are of this kind, and 7 of
the other. The ploughs are all drawn by horfes, generally

two
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two in- each, guided by the ploughman, Oxen, though e-
qually adapted to the purpofes of hufbandry when managed
with fkill, though lefs expenfive in the purchafe and the
maintenance, though equally, if not more durable, and though
vaftly more valuable, when unfit for work, are here in total
«difufe; and nearly fo in the whole furrounding dif-
tict. - o

Cattle and Carviages.—The number of horfes employed in
the parith is 139 ; of which g4 are kept for work, 28 for the
faddle, and 17 for carriages. '[he carriages are 9 in num-
ber *, 2 coaches and 7 poft-chailes. Of thefe a coach, and §
chaifes are kept for hire. “The number of carts is 73. The
number of milk-cows is 98. Some individuals have been at
pains to improve their breed of cows, and with good fuccefs.
But cows arc here kept lefs for breeding than for their milk,
which is fold in the town with great advantage. They
are commonly fed in the houfe s the land near the town
being too valuable to permit much of it to be employed in
pafture.

Rent.—The rent of 1and, fituated near the town, runs from
three to four pounds the acre; and decreafes, with the dif-
tance, down to half a guinea. As the greater part of the
parith is cultivated by proprictors, the rent of the whole cannot
be certainly known : but it is computed at L. 1250 fterling 5
which is to L. 1320 Scots, the valued rent, nearly as 117 to
1. There is no map of the parith; but moft of it has been
furveyed: and the whole, exclufive of the ground covered by
the town, extends to about 830 acres. Of thefe about 10

B2 acres

© Sinee the abeve was written, the number of carriages has diminithed twe
thinds.
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acres are mols, 11 wafte-land and roads, 130 planted, 327
fown out in pafture, 32 garden ground, and 270 in til.
lage. .

Crops, and times of Sowing and Reaping.—The crops ufually
raifed on the Jand in tillage are; whest, fawn from the begin-
ning of O&ober to the end of November, and reaped from
the s2th to the end of Auguft j—barley, fown from the sft to
the 20th May, and reaped from the middle of Auguft to the
beginning of O&tober ;—vats, fown from the 20th March to
the 20th April, and reaped from the 20th Auguft to the be-
gioning of O&ober j—bans, fown from the 10th to the 20th
March, and reaped from the 12th September to the 12th of
OQober ;—potatoes, planted from the 20th April to the be-
ginning of May, and dug up from the 12th to the end of Oc-
tober ;—swrrips, commonly fownaboutthe 20th June ;—clover,
and generally a fmall proportion of rye-grafs with it, fown
from the 20th April to the end of May; and always fown
with grain, which is fometimes wheat, fonretimes oats, but:
ofteneft barley.

. Produce and Value.—"The following table will fhew the
proportions in which thefe feveral crops were raifed in 1792,
with the value of the produce, eftimated on the average of the
feven preceeding years.

TABLE
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TABLE of Crops in 1792.

Acresun-Bolls pro-lAverage| Totalvaly o1y il el
lue

e e o e e
L.s.d.| L.s.d. L. s
Wheat, 13 jo |1 x|1o10| 130 | 13610}
Barley, 72 9 |o15 | 615 | 648 | 486 o
Oats, 54 8 Jo12]| 416 | 432 | 259 4
Beans, 24 9 |ora6 6 216 | 135 ©
Potatoes, | 35 50 |o so| 1210 1750 | 13710
Turnip, | 25 8 200 e}
Clover, a7 | | 3 376 ©

327 Actes of fown grafs ufed in pafture at L. 1 per} 327

acre.

Many of the inhabitantshave {fmall gardens adjoin-

ing to their houfes. Thefe may amount together(

to 20 acres, and the annual produce of them may

be eftimated at L. 10 peracre ; the whole,

There are 12 acres of garden ground cultivated for 4
fale, the produce oF which may be eftimated at¢ 240 |
L. 20 per acre.

Total grofs value of the annual produce of the ground 2497 4

From which deduce  for the expence of feed la-}
bour, and manures, - - 93§ 9
Free'prodnce, including the rent, 1560 1§

Minerals.—Befides the produce of the furface of the
ground, this parith yiclds free-ftone, iton-ftone, and pit-coal.
At prefent, however, there is little or no increafe of value de-
rived from thefe fources. The freesflone is dug merely for the
ufe of the parith *. The iron.fone is found in the coal-pits,
and the working of it depends on that of the coal. Different

feams

® The parith does not furnith all the flenes that are employed in uilding.
The beft houfes are built from the quarries of Bruntifland, Long-Annet, or
Culello ;—which laft, though but lately opened, promifes, on account of its
fuperior texture, colour, and folidity, to be in much requeft.
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feams of coal from 23 to 43 feet thick were formerly wrought 3
but they have for fometime been exhaufted above the draining
level. They continue, and are fuppofed to be more valu-
able, below the level; but the experice of machinery for
draining, has hitherto prevented the‘working of them.~— At
" prefent, the inhabitants are fupplied from the coaleries of Dy-
fart, belonging to Sir James St Clair Erfkiue, or of Cluny,
belonging to Mr Fergufcn of Raith. The former is diftant
from Kirkaldy about 2 miles, the latter about 4. At the for-
mer, 2 metes, about 93 cwt of fmall coals or chews, the. kind
generally ufed for home confumption, are fold for 2s. 1d. and
the expence of carriage to Kirkaldy is 1s: At the latter, 3
- foads, weighing about 9} cwt. are fold at rs. 6d. and the ex-
pence of carriage is 2s. There is a depot of Cluny coals kept
at Kirkaldy for exportation; from which about 600 tons have
been annually fhipped during the laft 5 or 6 years, partly for
Hamburgh, but chiefly for Middleburg, where the Cluny plint
is faid to have the preference of every other. fpecies of Scotch
coal. As thereis now a turnpike road from Cluny to this
place, it is probable that the quanttty of coal cxported from
it wnll increafe. . .

P

T urnpikes.—Turnpikes begin to be generally introduced in
this part of the coiinty.  The erection of toll-bars, and the
impdfition of the higheft toll. which the law permits to be
exatted before a foot of road was made, excited at firft, a pre- .
judice againft them. But in proportion as the roads'have
been put in repair, the prejudice has abated : And there can
be no doubt, that if The intereft of the public is fufficiently
confulted in fixing the courfes of the roads, the introduction
of turnpikes will, on the whole, be beneficial *. 3

C Hiftory

* By an a¢t of Parliament, for making and repairing roads in the county
of Fife, the trultees appointed te cacry it into exccution are impowered, inter

aliay
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Hiflery of the Burgh.—It is probable that the local advan.
tages of vicinity to fuel, to land capable of producing grain,
and above 2ll to the fea, fo favourable to fubfiftence and fo
neceflary to commerce, brought men at firft to fettle at this
place. - It is not known, however, at what particular time
the town was built; nor are there any traces of its hiftory be-
fore it became one of the regality burghs of the lordthip of
Dunfermling. It was mortified A. D. 1334, by David 1. to

’ the

alia, % towiden the roadste any breadth they fhall think proper, not exceed-
% ing 40 feet; and for that purpofe to pull down and demolith any houfe or
% building, as well wishin royal burghs as without the fame; paying fuch da-
* mages to the owners or occupiers, as the faid trufizes fhall judge reafonable.”
‘Thefe powers are complained of : 1ft, Asunprecedented and unknown in
the other counties : ad, As trenching on the chartered rights of royal burghs 3
the internal government of which is, by charters ratificd by parliament, vefted
fin their own proper magiftrates : 3d, As affe@ing the fecurity of private pro-
perty, which is thus left, in certain circumftances, to be feized withont the
eonfent of the owner, and without any other compenfation to him, than
what the very perfons who are to feize.on it judgs reafonable. 1t is true, there
lies an appeal on the value of the property to the Juftices of the Peace in
their general feflions. But as the Juftices are truftees, and in point of in-
fluence, the principal truftecs under the road a&, the appeal is nearly from
ene defcription to another defcription of the fame perfons. If the public cone
venience at times require that the property of individuals thould be facrificed
to it; juftice furely requires that thofe, whofe property is affeéted, fhould be
fully indemnified, apd that too in the way in which they are moft likely to be
* fatisfied that the\inqemniﬁutionlh adequate,——the verdi&t of a jury.

The conlideration of the effect which the powers conveyed by the a&t allud-
ed to might, if exercifed to their full cxtent: preduce on Kirkaldy, has given
rifeto thefe refle@ions. Kirkaldy is properly but one long ftreet, through which
the great county road at prefeht pafles. As the greater part of this ftreet is
under 40 feet broad, the truftees have it in their power, if they Ball think pro
pery to bring it to the full ftatutory breadth, at the expence of half a mile of
demolifhed houfes ; the owners of which would be obliged to reft fatisfied with
what damages the truftees, or ip the laft refort, thejuftices, fhould think reas
ionable,
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the abbots of Dunfermliag fucceflively ; in whole pofiefon .

it continued till A. D. 1450, when the commendator and
convent, by indentures made with the baillies and commu.
nity of Kirkaldy, difponed to them and their fucceflors for

ever, the burgh and harbour, burgh acres, the fmall cuftoms,

common pafture in the moor, courts, &c.

Chartered Privileges.——1It was foon after ere@ed into
a royal burgh, with the cuftomary privileges: And
thefe were fpecifically ratified by a charter of confirma-
tion granted by Charles I. in 1644 ; and the burgh, for good
and gratyitous fervice done by it, erefted de nowo into a freg
royal burgh and free port, and pew and larger immupnitics
granted it. Among its privileges were enumerated, the
powers cxprefsly given to the bailics, counfellors and com-
munity, of ele@ing and conftituting annual magiftrates for
the admijaiftratiop of juftice and the government of the burgh;
of yplifting cuftoms and applying them to the publi¢ good ;

of holding courts ; of feizing and incarcerating, and punithing

delinquents ; with which were conjoined various other privi-
leges exprefled in the barbarous language, and fome of them
conceived in the barbarous fpirit of the times; fuch as
hgxczcldg, bludewits, merchetz mylicrum, fork, fofs, fok,
&k, thoill, thame, wraick, vert, weth, wair, venyfon, in-
fangtheif, outfangtheif, pit and gallows, &c. *.

_ Though there be no autheatic record of the ftate of Kir-
k.aldy, at the tume it was disjoined from the lordthip of Dun-
fermling, or firlt erefted uynto aroyal burgh, it may be
warrantably fuppofed, that before cither of thefe events could
happen, the place muft have attained to fome importance,
Previous to the union of Scotland with England, its commerce

and

¢ Charster of confirmatien.

- e R
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snd navigation were in 2 great meafure confined to the towns
which lay on both fides of the Frith of Forth. Thefe had
early applied themfelves to the bufinefs of fithing *, which
their favourable fituation emabled them to profécute with vi-
gour and fuccefs. And fo diftinguithed were thofc of them'
efpecially which lay on the north fide of the frith, that when
James VL. in 1602 planted 2 colony in Lewis, to introduce
the fithing trade among the Weftern iflands, the colony was
drawn from the coafts of Fife+. The towns on the Frith of
Forth too had almoft the exclufive pofleffion of the trade
with the Low Countries, at that time the only branch of

commerce of any importance, and were carriers for nearly
the whole of the northern part of the United Kingdom.

State in 1644.—Of the advantages derived from both
thefe branches of commerce, Kirkaldy appears to have enjoy-
ed a principal fhare. Tradition relates that, when Charles 1.
crcled it anew into a royal burgh in 1644, it had an hun.
dred fail of fhips belonging to it. And the tradition is fupe
ported, by an authentic account, preferved among the records
of the burgh,of loffes fuftained betwixt that time and the Refto-
ration. From this account, in which the mafter’s name, and
the feparate value of each fhip are particularly fpecified, it
appears, that 94 fhips belonging to this port, were during
that period cither loft at fea, or taken by the enemy.

There are other circumftances too, which ferve to fhew

Vor. XVIIL C that,

* Ascarly ss the ninth century, the inhabitangs of the Netherlands refor-
ted to the coafts of Scotland, to purchafe falted fith from the natives ; of whom
they learned the trade, which the Dutch have fince purfued with fo much na-
tional advantage.——Anderfon’s Hiftory of Commerce,

+ Robertfon’s Hiftory of Scotland.
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that, daring a confiderable part of the laft century, Kirkaldy
wasin a-very flourifhing ftate.

* Early Population.——1. The population of the parith was
equal, or moft probably fuperior, to what it is at prefent.
‘During a period of 14 years, commencing with 1616, the
yearly average of regiftered births was 121; which would
‘make the population, computing it as 26 to 1 of the births,
to have been 3146, ' For fome time after, the numbers
appear to have increafed rapidly. In 1643 the accommoda«~
tion of the parith required a new wing to be added to the
churchj and in 1650 it was found neceffary to make a new
ereftion ®. The annual average of births, for 10 years im-
mediately preceding the date of that erc&ion, was 174y,
which made the whole population about 454¢; and for the
Fifiné fpace of time immediately following it, 115; which made
the population 2990. From this ftatement it appears, that,
fuppofing the whole inhabitants to be as 26 to 1 of the births,
the parifh of Kirkaldy was more populous, for fome time after
its firft reduction to its prefent limits,- than it is at this day.
And were the eftimate to be -made by the proportion which
the  prefent number of inhabitants atually bears to
the annual births, * the differencé in the population of
.that time would appear .to have been very confider-
sable . :

2. The

.. ® See page 2d.

4 The sbove rule far computing the population of a parith or diftriQ from
the bitths, -is fn‘geﬂed in “ Queries for the purpofe of elucidating the Natu-
« ral Hiftory and Political State of Scotland, circulated by Sir John Sinclair."
In this parith, however, the computation falls fhort of the reql proportion.

“The number of regiftered births in 179~ was 60; and on an average of the
30 preceding years, 50. But, as the regiftration of births has for fome time
< » ) pat
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2. 'The congributions which were then made for purpofa
of charity, and fill more for the fupport of the ftate, {hew
the place to have been refpeflable. In 1622, when the Gene-
sal Affembly of the proteftant churches in Erance deputed
Bafnage to the King of Great Britain, to fallicit aid forrefifting
the oppreflion of Lewis XIII. the town and parifh of Kirkil-
dy contributed, eccording to the gudewill and pormiffon of the
King, a pecuniary aid of 1030 merks *. - During a period of
12 years, from 1634 to 1645, at which time money was fo
valuable as.to bear intereft at 9 per. cent. the weekly colleg-.
tions at the church doors were greater than they are at pres
fent ; the average amounting to L. 73 : 103 while that of the
fame number of years preceding 1791 does not exceed L. 63
9s. 4d.

Public Affeffments.—In all public aflc@ments, the tawn
was rated as the fixth burgh, and affi¢ficd in the propostion pf
1to 4o of the whole fupplies. levied from the burghs of Scat-
land }. For fevera] years befoge and.afper 1650, the monthe
ly afleflments laid on it, for the. maintenance of wroops, excecd-

Ca o ad

paft been much neglefted, let one half more be added for lurtlu not enterod
and the whole annual births will, on’ an average of 15 ycars, be 753 whi{h,
compated with the a&wsal numbers, is hearly in the propm‘!‘&n.ol Foo 35 ¥R
timated by this proportion, the population from 1650 to 1660 would cxased

‘There is no public regifter of burials. But by a very exaét lift kept by the
grave-diggex for his own ufe, it appears, that the average of burials for 14 f¢acs
preceding £788 was 441, which is'to the pbpulation nearlyas 1 to g9. =

* Bafntgc s receipt is engrofled in the mmutes of the kirk-fefions,

4 Sec the adls of the Conveation of Eﬂues from 1665 to 1678, and fubfe~
quent alls of Parliament. The burghs which were rated higher were Edine
bargh, Dundee, Aberdeen, Glalgow, Perth, and at firflt St. Apdrews; but
the affeffiment of that busgh gradually fell to & fourth part of that of Kirkaldy.
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ed at an average L.400®. In 1667, the Convention of
Eftates affeffed it, for defraying the expence of the war whicl
Charles T1. had declared againft the Dutch, in the fum of
L. 228 monthly for 12 months; over and above its propor-
tion of the fupply of L. 480,cco which the Parliament had
granted to the King for life, and of the further fupply of
L. 133,000, which a former Convention had granted him
for § years. And the fame fum of L. 228, it continued to
p1y monthly, fometimes for § months, fometimes for 8
months in the year, as the exigencies of the ftate re.
quired.

- Effedts of the Civil War.—— About the middle of the cen.
tury, indeed, the profperity of this place received a confide-
rable check. The quarrel of the Parliament of England with
Chatles I. having in 1643 extended to Scotland, the inhabi-
tants of Kirkaldy had taken a decided part in it.——Feeling
that love of independence which the commercial fpitit gene-
rates, and interefted in having the fruits of their induftry
fecured from the gripe of arbitrary power, they had early efs
poufed the fide of liberty: And notwithftanding the conci-
liating exercife of the royal prerogative, in renewing and ex-
tending their charter in 1644, they had entered warmly into
the views of the Parliament. The Solemn League and Cove-
nant was publicly fworn, and fubfcribed. And numbers, ef-
pecially of the feamen, joined the army of the Covenanters,
and were prefent at the battle of Kilfyth +, in the event of
) which

* Colle®ors lifts {till exifling.

$ A.D. 1645. The records of the kirk-feflion about this time, contain
‘many falts, that ferve to fhew how deeply this parith was interefted in the
caufe of the Parliament. Public prayers were offered up for its fuccefs ; and
every advaatage gaincd to it was celebrated with thankfgiving. The familics
of
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which this place fuffered the lofs of many of its moft ative
inhabitants,.—==That unhappy event was followed by a fuc-
geflion of misfortunes. No lefs than §8 fhips, belonging :to
this port, were cither taken ot loft at fea, before the Englith
invafion in 16503 and from that time to the Re(tomion, 36
fhips mere were taken, many of them with cargoes ; making
in all (as fated in page 17.) 94 thips, the value of which is
alcestained, by a particular appretiation contained in the ac-
count of lofies already mentiened, to have amounted to the
fum of:L. §3,79r fterling. A confiderable number of thefe
fhips were taken in the harbour of Dandee, when that town
was ftormed and facked by General Monk ; at which time,
too, cffs@s belonging to the inhabitants of Kirkaldy which
had been depofited at Dundee as a place of fecurity, wete
¢arried away or deftroyed, to the value nearly of L. gooo *.
Befdes this, different individuals fuffered the lofs of money,
which they bad lent to the Committee of Eftates forthe pub-
Yc fervice, but which on the eftablifhhent of the Comimon-
wealth it was impoflible to recover'+. In confequence of thefe
heavy lofics, aad the fill greater lofs of 480 men killed.in

: ' she

of thofe who had joined the army, were many of them affifted by pni:liq cotss
tributions. Deferters were cited before the kirk-feffion : there is an inftanee
of nine of them belng called before it in one day, and ordained to return to
their colours under pain of excommunication. A perfbn wat fummoned be-
fore the prefbytery, for calling the caufe of God profently in band, the Devil’s caufe,
@ be trowed. Different perfons: who, during the fuccefs-of Montrofe at Perth,
had been induced to declare for the King, appeared before the kirk-feffion,
and profefled their forrow for their condu@. After the battle of Kilfyth, the
date of which, and of Philiphaugh, is marked oa the margin of the record,
horfes for tranfporting the wounded, neceffaries, medicidcs, and attendance,
were at different times paid for out of the parjth funds, .

* A particular account of jts lofs is preferved among the burgh records.

4 Both thefe fats arc annexed to the account of lofles at fea,
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the courfe of the war *, the commerce and fthipping of Kirkale
dy were deeply affeted. And through the fubfequent inter«
ruption of the trade with Holland, during three fucceflive
warg with that country, aided perhaps by the unfriendly in-
fluence of an arbitrary government on the general fpirit and
exertions of the people, the place continued to languith
during the ufurpation of Cromwell, and the defpotic reigns of
Charles 11. and his fucceflor James. In 1673 the number of
fhips belonging to it had fallen to 25. And in 1682 its dif-
trefs was fo great, that application was made to the Convention
of burghs to confider its poverty, and to take methods fox
cafing it as to its public burdens. But the burgh having
fallen under the difpleafure of the Court, on account of the
oppofition given by its reprefentative to the arbitrary meafures
which were then carrying on, the inhabitants were not
only denied relief, but' further burdened by an addision of
2000 merks to their annual aficfiment . The application to
the Convention was however renewed in 1687, when a vi-
fitation of the burgh was ordered. A committea appointed
for that purpofe met at Kirkaldy the following year; and, on
the evidence of the books and declarations both of the ma-
giftrates of the burgh and the officers of the cuftoms, repor-
ted, inter alia, to the Convention, ¢ that the cuftoms payable
¢ to his Majefty were not the half of what they had been fome
¢ years before : that this was occafioned by the death of many

¢ fubftantial merchants and fkippers, and lofs of fhips and.

¢ decay of trade: that many of the inhabitants, fome of
¢ whom were magiftrates of the burgh, had fled from and
¢ deferted the fame : that fo great was the poverty of the in-

¢ habitants,

® It is faid that the battle of Kilfyth alone lcft 200 widows in Kigkaldy.
} Stated in a petition to King William, '
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¢ habitants, that all the taxations impofed on the town could
¢ do no more than pay the eight months cefs payable to the
¢ king yearly, and that with difficulty, &c. * =
" Revolution in 1688.—Before the effe& of this reprefentation
could be known, the Revolution took place ; an event highly
grateful to the Scots in general, and particularly to the whigs
of Fife. The-inhabitants of Kirkaldy, entering warmly into
the fpirit of it, and anxious to diftinguifh themfelves in the
fupport of it, found means to apprehend the Earl of Perth,
who was Lord Chancellor, and had managed the affairs of
Scotland under James; and who knowing that he was generally
obnoxious on account of the cruelties which he had pra&ifed
on the Prefbyterians, withdrew himfelf as foon as the pub.
lic mind had declared in favour of the Prince of Orange.
After detaining that nobleman in prifon § days and 5 nights,
under a conftant guard of 300 men, they fent him under 2
convoy of 3 boats manned with 200 hands to Alloa, where
they delivered him on receipt into the cuftody of the Earl of
Mar. The guard of 300 men they found it neceflary to
keep up for 4 months, on receiving information that a force
wag coming from the Highlands to burn the town, in re:
venge for Perth’s apprehenfion,——Thefe falts, and a par.
ticular account of their loffes; having been ftated in a peti-
tion to King William in 1689 4, they obtained an abatement
of L.'1000 Scots of their annual afleffments. And the Revos
lution having happily diffufed eafe and freedom and fecurity,
and with thefe a fpirit of induftry and commercial exertion,

through

® Copy of the report of the commiffion of vifitation penes town-council.

4 In this petition, theinhabitants offered to inftru, that their loflfes du-
ring the diftralted ftate of the country amounted to L. 800,000 Scots, er
L.66,666:13 : 4 Stesling,
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through the couatry in gemeral, the languithing trade of
Kirkaldy revived, and wealth began again to circulate aniong
the inhabitants. As one indication of this, the public col-
le&tions at the church doors, which, on an average of 10 years
preceding 1688, amounted only to L. §8:3: 1, and on that
year fell to L. 42 : 18 : 75, produced annually for 4
years, commencing with 1693, L. 125:7: 10; and L. 110
8s. 2d. on an average of 15 years from 1693 to the
Union.

Effets of the Union.—This laft event, whatever advantages
have been ultimately derived from it to the nation at large,
was long confidered as an wra of misfortune and diftrefs to
the trade of Scotland. Taxes, which by the treaty of union
were laid on many of the neceflaries of life, the duties and
cuftoms which were impofed on various articles of merchan-
dife, and the numerous reftsitions with which the Englith
contrived, in the narrow fpirit of commercial monopoly, to
fetter the trade of Scotland in general, were quickly and fe-
verely felt over the whole of this part of the united kingdom.
Commerce every where declined; in fpite of the attempts
which were made to fupport it by the wretched refource of
fmuggling. It fuffered particularly in the towns on the
Frith of Forth ; many of which were quickly reduced to dif-
trefs, and all of them languithed. This town was involved
in the common fate. Its thipping, on which it had till then
entirely depended, fell rapidly into decay; and the feveral
wars, which . followed each other with little intermiflion
for more than half a cemtury, having continued the effe&
which the difadvantageous terms of the Union had begun,
the trade of this place was at laft fo much reduced, thatin

1 1760,
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1480, it employed no more than one coafter of §o tons, and
two ferry-boats, each of 30 *.

On the return of peace in 1763, the thipping immedxatelf
tevived. By the year 1972, it had increafed to x1 veffels,
carrying §15-tons and 49 men; and although its progrefs was
retarded by the war with America, it amounted, at the clofe
of that war, to 12 veflels, carrying 750 tons and g9 mens

From that time, it has made conftant and rapid ade
¥ances.

Prefent State of the Shipping.———At prefent +, it confifts
of 26 fquare rigged veflels , 1 floop, and 2 ferry-boats, cars
rying by the regifter 37co tons, about §ooo tons dead weight,
employing 225 men to navigate them ; and worth, when clear
to fail, about L. 30,000. One ot two ef the fmalleft veflcls are
employed as coafters, and trade cither to Aberdeen or Lona
don; carrying to the former, falt and eoalsy to the latter, the
manufactures of the diftrict; and returning from both with
goods, chi¢fly for this port and Leith, All the other thips
are employed ecither in the foreign trade for home confump¥
tion, or in the carrying trade. Some of the latgeft of them
are employed in the trade to the Mediterranean, the Wefk
Indies, and Americaj and of thefe fome have been occafione
ally abferit from this place for 3 or 4 years. But the greatet
number is employed in the trade to Holland and the Baltig.
To thefe the only article of export is coals, fhipped here, at
Dyfart, Wemyfs, and other ports on the Frith; and the chief
articles :mported from them are coin, flax, flax-feed, linen-

Vor. XVIIL b yarn,

® Copy Report of the cuftom-houfe liere to the Roard of caftems, A«
2760.

t A.D. 1792

$ Oge of the thips was huilt in 1793,
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yarn, wood, iron, afhes, bark, hides, tallow, clovct-féed
apples, cheefe, geneva, &c. .

Cuftom- Houfe.—~The duties payable on exports and imports
in all the towns on the north fide of the Frith of Forth, from
Aberdour to Largo inclufive *, are under the management of
the cuftom-houfe at this port; the bufinefs of which is con-
duted by a colle€tor with principal and junior clerks, a
comptroller, aland furveyor, 3 land waiters and 14 tidefmen.
The office has alfo the management of the falt duties within
the fame diftrit ; the colle&tion of which employs 1 fupervi-
for, 7 officers, and 20 watchmen. In 1792, 101 veflels were
cleared out at the cuftom-houfe, and 92 entered; 13 of the
fhips cleared out, and 43 of thofe entered, belonged to
Kirkaldy.

Dutizs.—The whole duties paid on exports in that year,
amounted to L. 2§70: 10: 43 ; on imports to L.2227:3:733;
’ on

. * The whole Gipping of the above diflsi?, flood as in the fellowing table -

at the different periods referred to. .
In 1760 l 01772, ' TRt T
Ports. ? 'Y !5!43 9%
HE I. HENE
; —
Kirkaldy, 3 nol I1TX| SIS| 46
Dyfnt, 7 580; 5o|u 1365(815
Wemyfs, Ii 130, 9 2| 200| I;
Methel & .
Leven, 6' 460! 33, 8 540 5
Kinghotn,
including 15i 760| 8018 8os| 8¢
€e.ry boats, |
Burntifland, 101135 9;,10 615 61
Aberdour, 18 940‘ 88 4! 215 ac
f——— e
'60'41151569 67 4255 4C3 40 4= o= 4 YA = csyo= o |
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on both to L. 4797 145 of this fum, the exports from Kirk<
aldy produced L. 244 : 18; the imports into it L. 1187:3:743
total L. 1432:1:7§. The duties on falt for the fame year
amonnted to L. §542:10:6; which, addcd to the duties on
exportsand imports, made the whole revenue paid at this cuf-
tom-hou(e for that year L. 10,340:4:6.

Linen Manufatures.—The profperity of this place, which was
at firlt begun, and for a long time entirely fupported by thip-
ping and commerce, has of late been greatly promoted by
manufaQures ; and particularly by the manufa&ure of linen.
The kinds of linen manufaltured here are bed.ticks, chec-
quered and ftriped linens, with a mixture of cotton in fome
of them, and a low-priced fpecies of plain Jinen. Thele ap-
pear to have been taken from the models of Holland and Flan-
ders ; the names which fome of the fabrics ftill bear, fuch as,
ftriped Hollands, Dutch checks, Dutch ticks, Flanders checks
and ticks, pointing their origin to the Low Countries. The
particular time at which ths manufaure of thefe articles was
introduced, is not exactly known; but they can be traced
back to the commencement of this century. And proba.
bility feems to fupport the opinion that they were intro-
duced ‘earlier; perhaps between the middle of the laft
century and the Revolution, when the declenfion of their.
navigation and trade, forced the inhabitants to have
recourfe to new ways of employing their induftry.

Manufaltures, however, made but little progrefs here, till
the foreign trade had again declined in confequence of the
Upion. In 1733, the whole amount of cloth ftamped at
Kirkaldy ®, was no more than 177,740 yards. In 1943, it

: D2 : had

® By an a& of Parliament in ;7:1, no linen cloth can be fold or expofed
t0 fle, till it has been infpe@ted and ftamped,~under the penalty of L. s on
the.
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had increafed to 316,55c, the computed value of which =
mounted to nearly L. 11,000 *. And, although during the
eommotions of 1745 and 1746, the fale of manufattures was
in agreat degree fufpended, yet that circumftancedidnotmuch
affet their progrefs. They continued to be diligently pro-
fecuted, and gradually to increafe, till the war of 1755 inter-
rupted the communication with America and the Weft In-
dies, at that time, almoft the only market for the goods of
this diftri®. The effets of that interruption, the interval of
peace that fucceeded was not fufficient entirely to remove.
.From the value of L. 22,000, to which the manufafures of
the diftri® had in fome former years rifen, they fell in 1773
to L. 15,0005 and the next year fill lower. Such indeed

was

the feller; and the fame fum on the bayer. For the convenience of dealers in
linen, public offices are eftablithed in different diftricts, under the authority
of truflees, whom his Majefty is impowered by the fame a& to appoint for
everfecing, dircGing, and improving, the linen manufa&lure in Scotland. And thefe
truftees have in fome inftances authorifed manufaturers to flamp their own
cloth according to the direétions of the a&,

Although the law requiring the ftamping of linen, was founded on appa-
rent views of public utility, it is doubtful whether any advantage has been
derived from it fufficient to compenfate the expence and lofs.of time, to which
the manufaturer is fubjeted by it. ‘The approbation of the lampmafter is
never found to have any influence on the judgement of the merchant : Nor is
it to be fuppefed, that a perfon, who has no conne@ion with the trade, and
whofe emoluments depcnd on the quantity which be ftamps, will be equally
fcrupulous of affixing the feal of his approbation, as if his intereft depended on
the quality. If ftamping be fonnd a neceflary political regulation, the ends
of utility appear to be beit attained, by giving the power of ftamping his own
cloth to the manufaQurer ; whofe credit and intereft, operate asa joint fecus

" rity to the truftces ; and to the public, that no improper goods are fent into
the market.

t At that time the whole cloth manufactured in the diftri@t, including the

parifhes of Kirkaldy, Abbotfhall, Dyfart, Leflic, &c. was ftamped here, and
igincluded in the cemputation.
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was their ftate about that time, and fo unpromifing had the
- profpe&t become ; firft, through the non-importation agree-
ment of Americs, and afterwards, through the commencea"
ment of hoftilities with that country, that fome of the ma-
nufalturers thought of turning their capital into a different
‘channel. -

One of them ®, however, previoufly refolved on an atd
tempt to introduce the manufa@ures of this place into the in-
ternal comfumption of England. The attempt was made,
and immediately fucceeded ; and the manufature of checks
and ticks having been of late refigned in many parts of that
‘country, for finer and more profitable articles, and the dif-
ference in the price of labour too, enabling the Scots ma-
nufaQurer to furnith them at a lower rate, the demand from
England ha. increafed; and the trade has in confequence
been progreflively advancing for 15 years, without fuf-
fering any other interruption,’ than that periodical ftage
nation, which is produced in times of profperity by over-
trading.

At prefent the manufaQures of Ku‘kaldy employ about 810
looms +; of which about 250 arc in the parith §, about 300

' in

® The late Mr. James Fergus, of the houfe of John Fergus and Sons; to

whofe difcernment and fpirit, the manufa&urers of this diftri¢t owe their in~

trodulion to a market which of all others yields the quickeft and fure(t res
turns,——the inland market of England.

+ This number is afcertained from lifts furnithed by the manufaturers ine
dividually. Thc whole diftriét employs about 2000 looms ; the produce of
which for the year ending 1t November 1793, when the returns from the
flamp-office to the truftees are made up, may be eftimated at L. 110,000.

$ The wholc looms in the parifh, which are triple the number that
they were 4 years ago, amount to 266. But of thefe from 1o to 16 are em-
ployed by inhabitants of the neighbouring parithes; two of whom have fhops

here for the purchafc of goods, but are not ranked among the manufadturers
of the parith, .
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fn the parifh of Abbotfhall, about .00 in the parith of Dy-
fart, about 6o in the parith of Largo, and the reft fcattered
over the neighbouring parithes. The annual amount of a
weaver’s work (allowing for the variations of age, ability, and
habits of application, among the whole weavers employed) is
found to be at a medium from 10 to 12 pieces,” meafuring
one with another, about 110 yards. On this computation,
the annual produce of a loomruns from 110¢ to 1320 yards,
worth on the loweft eftimate of yards, and at the average
price of 1s. each ®, L.55: And the annual produce of the
whole looms employed amounts, on the fame cftimate, nearly
to 900,000 yards +, worth at the fame average about L. 45,000,
Reckoning 22 /pindles as the average quantity of yarn to
a piece, 178,200 fpindles are annually manufaCured into
cloth. Of this quantity about a ninth part is cotton yarn ;
which is fpun here, and in the neighbourhood, with the afe
fiftance of machinery ; as mentioned formerly. The flax-yam
has hitherto been fpun with the hand 1.  After the flax is
heckled, the manufaturer fends it to undertakers in different
parts of the country, who give it out to be fpun, and receive
a certain commiffion on the quantity of yarn returned by them.
The expence of fpinning, when commiffion and carriage are
included, amounts at an average to 1s. 3d. the pindle. Be-

fides

.

. The piices of checks run from 6d. to 1s. 6d. per yard; of lticks, from 7d.

to 2s. 6d. The proportion of plain linen is very inconfiderable, perhaps not -

as 1 to 500 of the whole, and the price is fow. As the cheaper fabrics pre-
vail, a low average is taken.

t This is nearly as 1 to 51 of the whole linen made in the county of Pi}'e,
the amount of which for the ycar ending the 1ft, November 1793, "was
3,013,089 yards.

{ A mill for fpinning flax, on the Darlington model, is ere@ting in the neigh-
bourhood by a manufacturer of this place; frem which fpecimens of good
work have already beca produced.
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fides the yarn fpun on the manufalturers account, a corfi
derable quantity is regularly bought in from the neighbour.
hood; and frequently from Montrofe, Brechin, Cupar-An-
gus, &c. Of the whole linen yarn manufaltured, about a
feventh part is fpun from flax produced in the country; and
the reft from flax imported, chiefly from Riga, at the average
price of L.4s, per ton. For fome years a confiderable
quantity of yarn has been brought into this port from Bremen
and Hamburgh. The quantity has in one year amounted to
441,400 Ibs; which at 3 lbs. to the fpindle, made 147,133
fpindles.. Of this, however, but a {fmall proportion is com-
monly ufed in the parith; and no great proportion in the
neighbourhood. The far greater part of it is fent to
Perth, Dunfermling, Falkland, Auchtermuchty, and fome
other inland towns, in which coarfe linen is manuface
tured.

Of the yarn ufed in making checks and ticks, about three.
fourths are whitened, and the remaining fourth dyed. Moft
of the principal manufa&turers whiten and dye for themfelves;
the reft employ public bleachers and dyers. The different
operatione of heckling, fpinning, dyeing, bleaching, warping,
winding, and weaving, may be computed to employ 52 hands
to every loom ; which makes the whole hands employed in
carrying on the manufa&ture of the place; reckoning men,
women, and children, 4455. Deducing “the price of mate.
rials, (flax, cotton, foap, afhes, indigo, &c.) which, when
thofe of the beft quality are ufed, will be about one third of
the value of the cloth, there remains L. 30,000 as the price
of labour and the manufacturers profit. And this being di-
vided among the whole number of produétive hands, each is
found to produce annually to the community about L. 7 Ster-
ling.

The manufaQturers of Kirkaldy, befides the cloth made by

5 them
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them, purchafe annually a confiderable quantity from the
neighbouring diftri@. The value of the cloth purchafed by
manufa&urers or merchants in the courfe of laft year. ex-
ceeded L. 30,000. Of the whole cloth, made or purchafed,
about three fourths are fold in England; from which a
fmall proportion is exported to the Weft Indies and Amerd.
ca. Of the remaining fourth, about one half of it is fold in
Glafgow for exportation 3 the other half is confumed in the

country *
The

. The above was the ftate of the manufactures of Kirkaldy, before the dif-
trefles which commerce and manufa&ures in general have fuffered of late be-
gan to extend to them. Through the operation of particular circumftances,
thofe diftreffes were prevented for a while from having any confiderable ef-
fe% on this diftrit.——An engagement with a navy contraltor, which ena-
bled one of the principal manufafturers of the place, to puichafe confiderable
more than the ufual quantity of checks, contributed to keep the trade alive
there for fome mont};s, after it had fuffered in other places. The manufac-
turers too, calculating en the profperity of the former year, had prepared &
large fteck of materials for the probable confumption of the facceeding year @
And thefe materials, many of them were under the neceflity of working up
and felling, although with lofs, to retire their bills as they felf due. This
brought the ufual quantity of cloth, and perhaps a greater quantity than ufu-
al to the market, during the firft part of the year 1793. But the caufes
which produced this effc& were temporary, and have now ceafed to operate.
'The engagement with the contrator has been for fome months at an end. The
materials provided in the former year have been generally wrought up. And
while the profits on the fale of the manufature have not been fufficient to re-
place them, the want of ready moncy cannot now be fupplied, at leaft with
the fame facility as formerly, by negotiating bills. Hence there is already an
increafiag ftagnation. The number of looms employed witbout the place is
faft diminithing. The prices of fpinning and weaving have been twice redu-
ced within the compafs of a few months. On fome fabrics, the price of
weaving has fallcn y'y» on others 3 and 1, and on a great proportion of the
ecoarfer goods, ¥ of the former prlccs. An induftrions weaver can flill earn
from 8s. to 12s. in the week. But the adtual carning of all the weavers.em-

ployed,
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Leather:—The next, both in ftanding arid importance to
the manufa@ture of cloth, is leather. This branch was efe
tablifhed on a fmall fcale in 1723 5 but it has fince been much
extended. At prefent; it employs 16 hands; who manu-
faure annually from 3200 to 4000 hides of oxen, and cows,
about the fame nuniber of calf-fkins, and a fmiall proportion

Vor. XVIIIL E of

pioyed, and for all kinds of work, do not riow exceed the weekly average of
five fillings. .
Much has of late been faid of the bad eflc@ts of high wages on the induf-
try and profperity of the people. It may be doubted, however, whether
* fuch reflections are founded on Liberal or juft views of the intereft of the come
munity. High wages, it is true, fike high profits on trade, or high rents of
land, increafe the means of diffipation to thofe who are addicted to it, and a-
hate the neceflity of sbeir application to induftripus habits. But when the
mind hath candidly diftinguithed between things themfelves, and the abufe of
them, it will unqueftionably he found, that liberal wages are on the whole
attended with important advantages. The liberal reward of labour, inftead
of abating induftry, ferves in general to increafe it ; that quality, in the o-
pinion of one of the moft competent judges *, “ improving like every otber, in
& propertion to the encouragement which it receines.””  As high wages facilitate the
fupport of a family, labourers when they receive them are encauraged to marry
young; and population increafts. The induftrious are enabled, oot only to
fupport their families comfortably, but in many inftances to five a little,
which they generally apply to the purchafe of ftock, and begin to work fot

themfelves. In this way, a number of operative weavers have been of late .

coming forward into the rank of manufa@turers, and, by widening the foun-
dations of the trade, were contributing to increafe the fecurity of its continu-
ance. By the fall of wages, a flop is put to this gradual advancement; And
by the flagnation of trade, which is radically the caufe of that fall, many of
thefe who were advancing beyond the flate of workmen, are thrown back ine
to it with carnings that are hardly fofficient to maintain their families. Ia
this fituation, if they liappen to have apprentices, thcir diftrefs is often in.
creafed by them, The ordinary plan on which apprentices are taught here
is rational and liberal. The time of apprenticethip is (hort, ufually 3 years. No
premium is required for inftructing them : But the mafter receives in licu of it

one

* Dr. Smith, Wealth of Nations, book i. chap. 8.
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of feal-tkins, The raw hides and fkins are colleted chicfly
from the county of Fife. But as that range is not fufficient
to fupply the confumption, a confiderable quantity is impor-
ted from the North of Scotland, from Ireland, and fometimes
from Holland. For fome years back, the price of raw hides
has been about 7s. per ftone of 22 lbs; but the prefent
ftagnation of trade has reduced it under gs.

From 220 to 240 tons of oak bark arc annually confumed
in this manufalure. For many years the bark was brought
wholly from England; excepting only a fmall proportion

co from

ene half of the apprentice’s earnings, while the other goes to his own fupport.
In favourable times, an induftrious apprentice, over and above the fhare
which goesto his mafter, carns confiderably more than is neceffary for his fup~
port. And as the furplus is his own, his induftry is conftantly flimulated by
partaking of its fruits. Byt when the wages of labour fall fo low, that an ap-
prentice cannot maintain himfelf with the half of his earnings,~which is the
cafe at-prefent with the young, the weakly, and the incxpert, he muft be-
come a burden upon his mafter, orupon his friends, or abandon the trade.

If things continue longin their prefent ftate, the confequences will in this
view, be extenfively injurious to this community. The number of apprentices
is very grelt; the demand for weavers, and the high wages of labeur for two
or three years pafl, having increafed far beyond the ordinary proportion. Not
only was cvery hand that could be fpared from the neighbourhood determined
to the loom ; but plans were formed for procuring fupplies from a diftance.
Advantageous propofals were circulated through different diftriéts of the High-
lands, in confequence of which about 50 young men, chicfly from Sutherland
and Caithnefs came to this place as apprentices to the bufinefs of weaving, and
many more were preparing to follow. Thofe who came had fcarcely begun te
feel the advantages of their fituation, when a reduétion of wages took place.
Difcouraged by this circumftance on the one hand, and tempted on the others
by large bounties to enter into the army, moft of them have run off, and en-
lited.——And this is a fcheme likely to be fruftrated, which promifed to
bring large fupplies of productive labourers to this diftri&t ; and, in the event,
perhaps to carry manufaétures and induflry into diftri@ts of Scotland, where
they are at prefcat almoft entirely unknown.
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ftom the Highlands of Scotland. At that time the averagé
price, including freight and carriage, was about L. 5: 10 per
ton. But Britith bark having within the laft 3 or 4 years
advanced almoft to double the furmer price, (from L.8 to
L. 10) it has fince been found neceflary to import a great
proportion of what is ufed here, from Germany and the Ne-
therlands. The leather, which is of all the ufual denomina-
tions, viz. bend, crop, fhoe-hides, cordovan, faddler’s lca-
ther, &c. is fold in the neighbouring towns and country, in
the north of Scotland, in Perth, Glafgow, Edinburgh, and
occafionally in London. The annual fales have for fome
years produced at an average from L. 7000 to L. 80co. The
dutics paid on this branch produce annually about L. 470.
The wages of a tanner, which are nearly double to what
they were 30 years ago, run in the week from 06s. to
10s; thofe of an induftrious currier will average 15s.

Cotton-fpinning.—The [pinning of cotton, chiefly for woof,
has been carried on here for 8 or 9 years; and till this year
with confiderable fuccefs. In 1792, 110 hands, reckoning
men, women, and children, were employed in the town ;
befides ‘thofe who were employed by manufaurers of this
parifh, in the neighbourhood. —— At prefent, the number is
reduced to 75.  Thefe prepare and fpin ahout 1100 lbs. of
cotton in the week, or about 57,000 lbs. in the year. This
quantity is fpun into 32,000 fpindles of yarn; which at the
average price of 4¢. per fpindle, yields L. 6400. The yarn is
fpun on the common jenny ; of which inftrument 29 are em-
ployed. The carding is performed on cylinder cards, moved
by horfes. The weekly wages paid to the whole hands em-
ployed amount to L. 12.

Before this year, a confiderable quantity of the yarn fpun
here was fent to Perth, to be wrought into callicoes. At

prefent,
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prefent, almoft the whole of it is confumed in the manufac-
tures of the diftrict.. And to fupply thefe, about as much
more is fpun by manufacturers of this place in a neighbouring
parith *, where the convenience of water has induced them
to eret machinery.

Ship-building.—Ship-building was introduced here in 1778,
Previous to that time, a great proportion of the {hips employ-
ed in the trade of Great Britain, was built in America; the
contiguity of navigable rivers to immenfe forefts making the
conftuion of fhips lefs expenbive in that country than in any
other.  But fince the feparation of America, and efpecially
fince the regifter a& of 1785, excluded all fhips not Britifh«

" built from the trade of this country, fhip-building has gene-
rally increafed in it. 38 Veflels carrying about 3000 tons,
carpenters meafure (about 4500 dead weight) have been built
here in 15 years; moft of them for the ports of the Frith §
but fome of them alfo for Glafgow, Dundee, Aberdeen, &c.
One of the largeft of them for the capital of Zealand. The
ordinary contract-price for building with oak plank, is from
L. 4:5. to L. 6 per ton of the burden, and the hull is ufu-
ally from § to 3 of the price of the fhip when clear to
fail. The fhip timber ufed here is partly brought from
England, and partly imported from Hamburgh. The
number of carpenters employed varies from 10 to 3Q.
The average of their daily wages is about 1s. 8d.

Manufallure of Stockings.—The manufaturing of ftockings
has been carried on here fince the 1753. 11 Looms are at
prefent employed in it; 7 in what is called cuffomer work,
i. e. in working materials which families or individuals pre-

pare for their own comfumption, 2nd 4 in manufa&uring for
fale.

¢ Kinghorn.
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fale. Calculating on the average of all fizes and qualities
of ftockings, every loom employed for fale produces
annually about 520 pairs, worth from 2s. to 4s. each, or
about L. 70 the whole produce. The average of the carn-

ings of an induftrious ftocking maker is about 8s. in the.

week. . )

Sea Salt,——The mak‘ing of fea falt was once a manue
faGure here, and a long eftablithed one. In the town’s
charter of confirmation (1644), the {alt pans are mentioned
as part of the defcription of the burgh. But little or no
falt has been made fince coal ceafed to be wrought in the
parifh *. o

Bank.—The general profperity of this place has been much
promoted by the eftablifhment of a branch of the bank of
Scotland in s785. As moft of the bufinefs of the neigh-
bouring diftri® is tranfalled through the medium of this
branch, its annual operations in the way of cafh accounts,
difcounting bills, and circulating the paper of the company,
are very confiderable. And it is worth while to remark, that
notwithflanding the increafed facility of obtaining credit
which has been preduced by it, yet no failure of any eonfe-
quence has happened here; nor has the bank, or their agent,
who guarantees to them all the bills which he difcounts, fuf-
fered any lofs, fince the office was eftablithed.

About two years ago, the banking company of Dundee
attempted to fhare this profitable trade with the bank of Seot-

land

® Since the above was written, the making of falt has again ’bcgun,
and is Likely to be carried on with fuccefs : alate advance on the price of falt
deing more thap fulficient to balance the extra expevce of bringing conls from
8 diftanee,

~~
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land. But owing to the circumftances of the times, the gts
tempt has not fucceeded. '

Difadvantages——While different circumftances confpire
to render this town an advantageous fituation for commerce
and manufattures, there are obvious difadvantages un-
der which'it labours. 1. The harbour is narrow, incommo-
dious, and fo much expofed to an heavy fea from the eaft,
as to fuffer frequent injury. This, it is poffible in fome
degree to remedy; but at an expence to which the funds of
the town are at prefept inadequate. 2. The parith affords
no water for the neceflary operation of bleaching, or for
driving the machinery by which the fpinning both of cotton
. and flax is now beginning to be performed. 3. THe vicinity
of the capital contributes to increafe the prices of labour and
provifions, and perhaps too, to produce fome effe& on the
general habits of living :  Add to all this, 4. The unfriendly
influence of corporation and burgh privileges. The corpo-
ration fpirit, limiting to a few, advantages to which all have a
natural claim, and making the freedom of the trade, as it is
called, paramount both to fkill and induftry, cannot in the
nature of the thing, but operate unfavourably on the profpe«
rity of the community. It is probably owing to the operation
of this {pirit, that although free burgage tenure be every way
fuperior to that of burghs of regality and barony, yet the
adjacent towns of Linktown and Pathhead, which are of the
laft kind, have for 30 years back increafed in more than a
double proportion to the royal burgh of Kirkaldy. The politics
of burghs, ton, generally affe@ the public induftry and the
public morals :  Or if they thould not, at any rate they tend
to abate the public happine(s and profperity. The collifion
of political opinions and political intercfts, dividing the in«

habitansé
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habitants into parties or fets, not only diminifhes the freedom
of intercourfe and familiar fociety, but prevents the applica- .
tion of the public ftrength entire, to the profecution of the
public good.

Although this place has fuffered in common with others
from that unhappy caufe, it is but juftice to fay, that there is’
perhaps none of the burghs of Scotland, of which the con-
ftitution is more liberal, or of which the government is lefs

appropriated.

Conflitution of the Burgh.~—At the time that the oldeft
;cxiﬁing records of the burgh commence (A. D. 1586,) the
form of its government was popular, and extremely fimple.
The whole adminiftration was vefted in two bailies, annually
cleQed by the inbabitants, nybors and freemen at large, whoy as
the minute of clection bears, gave them commiffion, and pro-
mifed them fubjeldion and affiffance. ‘The bailies, after taking
an oath of fidelity, named what was called the Aead court or
ensual offfe. ‘This court immediately fat, and ordained aéls
and flatutes for the public weil ; which were inftantly recorded
as the bailies guide for their year of office. In 159§ a coun-
cil was added to aflift the bailies. This council, two or
three years after, affumed the power of naming a lef, from
which the inhabitants were to choofe the magiftrates; and
.after the preparation of a year or two more, took the elec-
tion wholly into its ewn hands, and excluded the communitye.
In the charter of confirmation, however, the right of ele@ing
their magiftrates was reftored to the community in common
with the council. And when the burgh was in 1652 incors
porated with the commonwealth of England, that right was
exprefsly recognifed and continued to them: And * the
¢ neighbours and inhabitants of the town were authorifed and
¢¢ appointed, according to their former rites and cuftoms, from

: € time
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" ¢¢ time to time, to nominat¢ and cheofe their magiftrates atid 0«
s¢ ther officers for the government of the burgh *.” The Reftos
ration produced a new conftitution; the formation of which
was a fource of violent diffenfions among the inhabitants.
Thefe were, however, at length compofed by the arbitration
of the Earl of Rothes, then Prefident of the Privy Council
who by his decreet-arbitral pronounced in 1662, eftablithed
the fet or conflitution which fill fubfits; and which has cons
tinued fince that time without interruption, fave only during
the reign of James II. who by his organ, the Privy Council,
exprefsly nominated and appointed to the magiftracy, &c.
fuch perfons as he judged moft loyal and ready to promote bis
Jervice +. By this conflitution the government of the burgh
is vefled in a council annually chofen from three clafles of
jnhabitants, mariners, mctcl‘xants, and craftfmen. The coune.
cil confifts of 21 members; of whom 10 muft be mariners, 8
merchants, and 3 craftfmen. The old council ele&t their
fucceflors; to whom, however, they do not wholly refign
their places, till they have voted along with them and with
the deacons $ of the incorporated trades in the ele@ion of the
new magiftrates, ‘Thefe are taken from the new council; and
confift of a provoft, 2 baillies, a dean of guild, and a treae
furer. The incorporated trades are 7 in number; and rank
m the followmg ordcr, {miths, wrights and mafons, weas
vers, fhoemakers, taylors, bakers, and flethers. Here, as in

other

¢ Commiffion from the Parliament of the Commonwealth of England, ta
the inhabitants of Kirkaldy, to choofe their own magiftrates, pener Town
Council.

t A& of the Privy Council in 1687, appointing the Earl of Balcarras, and
sthers, magiftrates of Kirkaldy, genes Town Council,

$ “The Deacons have a vote in the Council in all cafes, excepting the formms
tion of the ncw Council,

3
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other butghs, the privilege of exercifing their feveral trades
is enjoyed exclufively by the members of the incorporation 3

“excepting in the cafe of weavers and flefhers. The exclufive

privileges of the formerwere retucedbyan a&of the legiflature
in 1751 3 by which weavers in flax and hemp are permitted to
fettle and exercife their trades any where in Scotland, free¢
of all corporation dues. And the injurious confequences of
the corporation privilege are guarded. againft, in the cafe of
the latter, by an a&t of the firft Parliament of Queen Anne,
(fefs. 1. ch. 7.} ; which_declares it to be leifume to all per-
fons what{fomever, to fcll and break all forts of flethes on
every lawful day of the week, and that in all towns and
burghs of this kingdom, free of any impofition whatfomevery
the petty cuftom of burghs excepted.

Parliamentary Reprefentation.—Since the Union of the two
kingdoms, this burgh joins with the neighbouring burghs of
Dyfart, Kinghorn, and Burntifland, in fending a reprefenta-
tive to the Britith Parliament. Delegates, nominated by the
councils of the feveral buirghs, elet the reprefentative. The
return of the reprefentative is made by the burghs in rotation ;
and in cafe of an equality, the delegate of the returning
burgh has a double voice. The greateft number of thofe
who vote for the delegate is 28 3 and the choice is determined
by a majority. The delegate, when chofen, is not mere-

. ly the legal organ by which the fenfe of his conftituents is ex-

prefied. He alts in the matter of ele&ion, without limitation”
or controul ; and his principles are their only fecurity for hig
conveying their fentiments.

Revenue,——The revenue of this burgh is but inconfidera-
ble. It arifes partly from feu-duties on land. By the origi-
Vor. XVIII, F nal
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nal charter of ereGion ®, 52 acres of adjacent land, which,
together with the burgh, had been conveyed to the abbe:y of
Dunfermling in 1450, were disjoined from the regality of
the abbey, and annexed to the burgh, tobe held of the crown.
Some time after, th right of pafturage in the moor, which
had alfo been conveyed to the burgh in 1450, was by a new
conveyance from the abbey, converted into property . The
moor and burgh acres extended to full three fourths of the
prefent parith. The burgh acres were early alienated. The
moor continued long in the poffcflion of the community.
In 1648, at which time the parts of it that lay neareft the
sown were begun to be converted into arable land, it was let
atL.92:6:8%. In 1688, the moor and “ecommon loan
were letat L. 68:10§. Since that time the whole property

of the town has beem feued out, and it now yields L. 40: 12,
: to

® This charter, which is referred to in the Charter of Confirmation, bat
without fpecifying its date, is not now to be found. It is probable that the
papers which refated to the ercQlion of the burgh, were cither deftroyed in
1560, when the French, whom the Queen Regent brought into Scotland te
affitt in fopprefiing the Proteftants, plundered and burpt Kirkaldy in their
deftrudtive progrefs along the coaft of Fife, or loft in 1651 at the taking of
Dandee, to which place they had, on Cromwell’s invafion, been removed for
fecurity, with other valuable effc@ts, as mentioned in page 21ft. One or o~
ther of thefe is ftated in a memorial from the town in 1678 ; as the reafom
why they could not be produced in a procefs before the Court of Seffion, in
which an exhibiton of them had been ordered. The fals ftated above are
taken from different papers in pofleffion of the burgh.

4 This conveyance is mentioned in an inventory of writs belonging to the
burgh in 1732,

{ Renounciation and difcharge Henry Bofwell to the town.

§ Report of the Commiffion of Vifitation, appointed by the Convention of

Burghs

’




of Kirkaldy. | 43

to the community ®. In this fum all public burdens are m—
cluded; the community having beécome bound, when their °
lands were feued, to relieve the feuars of all public burdens |,
in all time coming ; thus leaving to pofterity one incontrover-
tible proof, at leaft, thart they once had property.

The reft of the revenue is drawn from a port duty on goods
landed at the harbour, from the petty cuftoms on goods inter-
changed with the neighbouring country, and from an impoft of
2 pennies Scots on the pint of ale brewed in the town for falc,
or fold into it from the neighbourhood. This laft is a parlia-
mentary grane, which was firft given for a limited period, in
2707, with the burden of L.-10 annually, to the profeffor of
mathematics in the King’s College of Aberdeen; and which
has, fince that time, been again and again renewed, without
any burden. The whole revenue produced laft year L. 317 +,
but it does not average above L. 260. The ordinary purpofes
to which the revenue is applied, are: 1. The difcharge of
public burdens, amounting annually to about L, 60. 2. The
payment of intereft on a debt of L. 24303. 3. The repara-
tion of the harbour. 4. The payment of clerks, officers, and
all the incidental expences incurred in condudling the bufi-
nefs of the community.

The annual cefs paid to government from this burgh is
L.80:9:8; to which it was reduced on a rcptcfcntgtion

F2 to

® Above 4oq acres of the mogr were feued to the late Mr Ofwald of
Punikeer, at the yearly fen-duty of L. 45 : 10. But, in confequence of a re-
ferve to the feuar, to buy up the feu-duty at leaft to a certain extent, at 20
years purchafe, it has been lately reduced to L. 20: 18 : 45 o that the whole
feu duties now payable to the town, are as above ftated.

+ Feu duties L. 40 : 12 ; petty cuftom L. 28 : 10 ; fhore~dues L. 135 ; im=
poft L. 105 ; meal market, weigh-houfe, &c L.8. Total L. 317:4.

$ At the Revolution, the debt of the town was 60,000 merks, or L. 3333
§s: 8d. $§ctlin;, as afcertained by the Commiffion of Vi!itation,
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to the convention of royal burghs in 1976, after having ftood
at L.g4:15:9, fince the Union. Part of the cefs is levied
from the traders, according to the trade of each, afcertained
by a jury of § mariners, 5§ merchants and § craftsmen; who
are nominated by the council, but who cannot at the time be
members of the council. Part of it is levied from the dburgh
acres. But three fourths of it are raifed by a poendage on
houfe rents. Thefe have been progrefhively advancing for 3o
years. In 1763, they were eftimated at L. 7293 in 1783 at
L. to50; in 1793 at L. 1654. As houfes in the poflefe
fion of proprictors are always rated below the real value,
the whole houfe rents may be eftimated at L. 2000;
which is about the proportien of L. 3 of rent for ecach.
family.

The window tax amounts nearly to as much as the cefs.
The whole duties paid to the tax-office for the year ending
5th April 1793, amounted to L. 171.*. The whole duties
paid to the excife-office t, for the year ending 6}!\ July 1793,
amounted to L. 2250:5§:6§. The poft oflice produced in
57935 L. 528; the diftribution of ftamps L. 433. Whento
thele branches the cultoms are added, the whole revenue

drawfi

* Window duty, old and new, L. 76 t 19 1 Y0 ; inhabited houfes L.6 : 131 33
wheel-carriages L. 48: 8; male fervants 1. 33:38:6; horfes L. x5:32: 6.
Total L. x75:1: 1.

4 This is properly the refidence of the coltetor of excife for the county of
Pife. It is alfo the refidence of a fupetvifor, and of —— officers of excife,
The detail of the excife-dutics ftated above, is as follows : Ale, L.259: 133
candle, L. 59': 25 leather, L. g7r:14: 70} ; malt, L. 574:11; wine and
{fpirits imported, exclufive of the cuftom-houfe duty, L. 1130: 15 :8; wine
Iteences, L. 12 ; foreign fpirit do. L. 71 : 8; plaim aquavitz do. L. 46; tea do.
L.9g:7;tobacco do. L. 5: 5; Hcences for brewers, candlemakers, tanners,
sad curriers, L. 12:10. Total, L. 2250: 151 6%

.
*
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drawn from this parith for one year will amount to

* L. 4814:18 : 3; which is nearly in the proportion of
L. 1: 16, for every perfon, man, woman, and child in the
parifh *.

Ecclefiaflical State.—~—The ecclefiaftical eftablifhment of
this parith has, through the low ftate of the burgh funds,
fuffered a temporary redyction, In 1614, the date of the
oldeft ecclefiattical record, the church appears to have been
collegiate ; the duty ofgt having been condutted by two mi-
njfters, exercifing equal powers, and having nearly an equal
provifion . At that time the ftipend of the {fecand minifteg
was 800 merks, paid the one half by the heritors, the other
by the town councilt ; while that of the firft minifter in 1630,
was no more than 480 merks, a chalder of bear, a chalder of
oats, and 4 bolls of wheat § Both charges continued to be
regularly fupplied, and both minifters to fit as conftituent
members of all the ecclefiaftical judicatures ||, till 1759 ; when
avacancy happening in the fecond charge, the minifter of the
firft undertook to do the duty of the whole parifh, on condi-
tlon of receiving, together with his own ftipend, the half of

' ‘ that

* Of thearticles which pay duty in this parith, a great proportien is con-
fumed out of it. This, however, may be confidered as balanced by other
Jarticles confurped in the parith, which pay duty, but of which the duty is
ecither not paid in the parifh, or not included in the above ftatement. Articles
of the firft kind, are tea, coflce, fugar, rum, porter, vinegar, home-made
{pisits, tobacco, glafs, paper, filk, printed cloth, fail-cloth and cordage,
foap, flarch, pins, newfpapers and almanacks, eards, and dice, &c. Articles
of the laft kind, are, falt, hats, drugs, perfumery, &e.

1 Seflion records, pafim.

$ The amqunt of the ftipend and the mode of payment, is written ¢n a
leaf at the beginning of the oldeft volume of the Seffion records.

§ This is recorded in a volume of the Prefbytery records of the above date.

§ Records of Prefbytery; §ynod, and General Affembly,

.



46 Statiftical Account

that which had been enjoyed by his colleague. This arrange~
ment, the oftenfible reafon of which was the poverty of the
burgh, (which after the disjun@ion of Abbotfhall, paid the
whole of the fecond minifter’s ftipend); the prefbytery were
prevailed on to allow for a time. And although the town-
council have, ever fince the death of ‘the incumbent with
whom the arrangement was made, appropriated that fti-
" pend to their own ufe, the charge to this day continues

vacant.

Stipend.—The crown prefents to the firft charge ; the town
council were in ufe of fupplying the fecond. The ftipend of
the fecond charge in 1759, was 1000 merks Scots. The
prefent ftipend of the firft charge is 12c¢ bolls of bear, 79%
bolls of oats, and 100 merks of vicarage. The laft decreet
of augmentation (which, was paffed in 1737) gives alfo the
tiend of fith according to ufe and wont. But as almoft the
“whole of the fith fold here, is carried over land, and the ufe
and wont is underftood to confine the minifter’s right to fith
carried into the parifh by water, no advantage is at prefent
derived to him from this part of his decrcet. The firft mi-
nifter has a manfe; a glebe of about 2§ acres, and about the
fame quantity of lanid, independent of the glebe, enjoyed fuce
1678 by a private mortification. By a recent judgement of the
prefbytery, the minifter is found intitled to have this glebe
enlarged to the legal ftandard, and to have ground affigned
to him for pafture. This judgement has, however, been
fufpended, and is now under the review of the Court of

Seffion.

Church.— The church is old, how old is not exadtly

known. It is faid to have been dedicated to St. Briffe ; who
.in
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in the days of fuperftition appears to have been the tutelar
faint of the ‘place ®, and who has entailed his name on a
fmall divifion of the burgh lands, which is called in the regif«
ter of fafines St. Briffe or 8¢. Bryce's Deal. - The church is
bat in indifferent repair ; nor could it well be otherwife, when
acither the heritors nor town-council have for more than 180
years taken any charge of it. 'What repairs it has received
during that time have been paid for by thekirk-fefion. On the
recommendation of the heritors and council, the colletions
made at the church doors before the afternoon fervice were
for a while employed for this purpofe. But the prefbyte-
ry having inhibited that application of the colletions, the
church has for more than a century been kept in repair out of
a part of the fcat-rents, which arc under the management of
she kirk-feflion. »

Seats.——Originally the whole area of the church was in
their hands: And their records fhew that all the-incorpora-
tions, and fuch of the heritors as have feats, (more than the
half of them have none) derived their rights from the kirke
feflion. They ftill retain about a fourth part of the church ;
from which they draw annually from L. 18 to L. 20.
The neceflary repairs are defrayed- from this fund, the -
remainder of which goes to the maintenance of the poor
in common with the colle@ions. Some of the heritors of
Abbotthall retain their feats in the church of Kirkaldy; and
by a decreet of the Court of Sefion in 1685, are found liable

in

* The arms of the burgh appear to have been framed in compliment to ’
this faint. Thefe are a Gate of a Charch, with the Saint ftanding in it,
baving a Mitre on his head, fomething refembling a Crofs in his hand, a
Moon and Star, as emblems of night round him; and the motto uader,

rcgllalo wunio.
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il their proportiont of the repairs. The tiends of Abboés
fhall are, by the fame decreet, liable for the fepairs of tha
quire of Kirkaldy.

Diffenters.——There is no plice for public worfhip in the
patith, but the parith church; if a mafon-lodge be exceptedy .
which is employed for that purpofe by an handful of indepen-
deats.  -Moft of the other diffenters attend at different places
in the neighbouring parithes. On the firft of January 1790,
the diffenters, taking the whole number of fouls, were 505 3
which was to the eftablithment nearly in the proportion of &
to 31, and of 1 to 43 of the whole population. Thefe were
ditided among the different denominations of diffenters in the

" following proportions, viz. Burghers 304, antiburghers 206,

prefbytery of relief 51, independents 11, epifcopals 10,
reformed prefbytery 9, Bereans 2, baptift 1, Roman cathos
lic'1.

The diffenters of this place, and particularly thofe of thent
who retain the ftandards of the church, are diftinguithed for
moderation and liberality. Of that forbidding afperity, which ~
fot fome time after their firft feparation charalterized the
conduét of feceders towards the members of the ehurchy
there is fcarcely a trace remaining. Good men of the fecef-
fion and of the eftablithment, dwell together as brethren in
the exercife of mutual charity and of mutualefteem. Andin
one of their congregations, the minifter of which refides in
Kirkaldy and takes his official defignation from it, the eftablifw
ed vongregation of the place, has not unfrequently by
name, afriendly intereft in the public prayers.

Schoal.——The public fchool is under the care of two maf-
ters ; who teach in feparate rooms, and without any depen-

dence one on the other. The firft mafter teaches Latin,
’ French,




of Kirkaldy. 49

Fiench, Arithmetic, Book-keeping, &c.; the fecond, Englith
and Writing. ‘The firft has a yearly falary of L. 203 which,
with the fchool-fees, and the emoluments of the office of

feflion~clerk which he holds at prefent, makes his living a- ‘

bout L. 6o. The fecond has a falary of L.10*; which,
with the emolument of his fchool and private tcacixing, makes
his living about L. 4o. The ftated falaries of both are paid
by the town-council. There are feveral private fchools in the
place. Inall the fchools there are about 250 children in the
ordinary courfe of attendance. ‘

The Poor~The poor of this parith are chiefly fupplied
from the colle&ions at the church doors. Thefe, notwith-
ftanding the increafe of money, which the profperity of the
country has of late produced, are not fo great as they were
an hundred years ago +. This may be partly a confequence
of the Seceffion, which has diminithed the numbers of the
cftablithed congregation. But it may be partly attributed
alfo; to a feceffion of a different kind, the feceflion of too
many of thofe, who are called ¢ the better fort,” from the
public ordinances of religion.—The Seceders of this clafs are
unhappily fo numerous in moft parts of the country, that a
plain man, who fhould judge from the general condu&,
might be apt to conclude, that the poffeflion of a little land,
a commiffion in the army or navy, or any diftinition pro-
feflional or official, which allows a man to add Efquire to his
name, were confidered as a charter, entitling the poffeflor
to ¢ hold blanch” of Heaven, on paying an occafional duty 3

Vor. XVIL G and

® Since the above was written, the Glary of the fecond mafter has been
augmented to L. 26,

4 Vide pages 19,and a4

)
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and that, perhaps, only when demanded by royal proclama-
tion. . This is ¢ a fore evil,” of which the country at large is
_ 4t prefent eating the bitter fruits ; no one caufe perhaps hav-
ing contributed more, if not to excite, at leaft to fomene
that fpirit of * infubordination,” which has of late occafioned
fuch general alarm. Not only does the irreligion of the
higher ranks abate their perfonal refpe@ability and influence ;
but, as the common people, by a procefs of mind of which
e reaneft are capable, transfer the charalter of their fue
periors whom they know, to thofe whom they know not;
it has the effe® of inducing an unfavourable opinion of the
holders of place and power in general. And, what is ftilk
more injurious to the interefts of focicty, it operates in the
way of example, gradually to weaken and deftroy the ref-
traints of religion on the public mind, and fo to- leave it
open, and without a guard to the impreffions of the ill-dife
pofed and defigning. -
Were men of rank and fortune to fee their duty, or evém
their intereft, in the proper light, and to cultivate and main-
tain the religious charadler; befides the advantage which they
would derive to themfelves, in refpe&t of improvement and
comfort, they would fecure at once, a perfonal influence,
and an acceffion of ﬁrcdgth to the ftate, which, fo long as
“they fet up independant of religion, all their exertions will
be infufficient to gain.

" Through the irregular attendance of many of the upper
ranks, the public fupplies for the poor are here drawn
<hicfly from that clafs of inhabitants on which tirey ought
to fall lighteft,- thofé whofe perfonal labour is gemerally
no more than fufficient for the comfortable maintenance of
their own families. It is not furprifing, thercfore, that
notwithftanding the populoufnefs of the parith, the ordinary

collections for 12 years preceding 1791, produced no more
3 . than
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than L. 63:10. Since that time, by difpenfing the facrae
ment twice in the year, and by making an extraordinary
colle@ion at the new year, they have averaged L. 85. When
to this is added, the furplus of feat rents *, the donationg
which are cuftomary among the more opulent on occa-
fion of marriages and the death of friends, and the intereft
of an accumulated fum of L. 290, the whole funds, under
the management of the kirk-fefion, have for 2 or 3 years
amounted to about L. 110; or about L. 100 clear, after
deducing (the only-expence incurred in the management),
{mall falarics to a treafurer and diftributor, a clerk, and an
officer. Out of this fum above 4o perfons are regularly
fupplied ; 8 or 9 of the moft deftimte of whom have
the additional benefit of lodging, im a houfe pur-
chafed for the poor, about 50 ycars ago. Befides
the regular penfioners, above 4o more are fupplied occa-
fionally 4. That the whole muft be inadequately fup-
plied, any one may fee who compares their number with the
funds to be divided among them. Although no man, who
has the welfare of his country.at heart, wounld wifh to fee
poor’s rates eftablithed here on the. fame footing on which
they are in England, yet the friend of humanity muft regret,
that fome equitable plan is not genesally adopted for fecuring
more effe@ually to the indigent, the ncceflary aid of their
more fortunate brethren. Perhaps the time is not very re-
mote, when fomething of this kind mult be doge. When

G2 fo

* See page 47.

4 Since the ubove was writtea, the poor have become fo nwmerous, and
their neceflities fo urgent, that befidestxtraordinary and liberal contribu-

tions made by the inhabitants, the kirk fefion have been obliged to encroach -

on their capital. Upwards of 170 perfons, a confiderable proportion of them
with familics, have been fupplicd at ane public diftribution.
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fo many of thofe on whom the law refts the burden of the
poor, beftow neither time, nor thought, nor money, to pro-
vide for them, it is not improbable that kirk feffions, whofe
attention to the poor is merely  a labour of love”; to
which they are no otherwife bound, than by the common
obligations of humanity, will find themfelves confltrained to
do in general, what fome of them aiready threaten, give up
colle&ing at the church doors, and leave it to the civil ma-
giftrate to make provifion for the poor, by putting the laws
for their fupport in execution. '

It is fortunate for the poor of this parifh that they do not
all depend upon the public funds. The fociety of feamen,
the company of merchants, the incorporated trades, the malt-
“men, the carters, have all of them feparate boxes for aflifting
‘the poor of their refpetive focietics. The feamen, in par-
“ticular, have funds, arifing partly from rents and feu-duties,
“and partly from a poundage on the wages of failors, which e-
nable them to pay annually to indigent members of their fo-
cicty, or to their widows and families, about L. 40, befides
furnifhing ten of them with a houfe to lodge in.

Charitable Afficiations.—Three different affociations have
oof late been formed here, for the purpofe of affitting the
members, when their ordinary labour is fufpended by dif-
trefs, Thefe are all conflituted on the fame general plan,
Each member, befides a fmall fum paid on his admiffion,
contributes at the rate of one penny in the week, and re-
ceives weekly, when confined, 3 fhillings. To thofe, whofe
"daily {ubfiftence depends on their perfonal induftry, this is
often a feafonable fupply; and the meaneft labourer can
without difficulty afford the contribution which entitles him
10 TeCeive it ’

Means
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Means of Subfiflence, and Wages.—The inhabitants of this
parith, upon the whole, enjoy the means of fubfiftence in an
equal degree with thofe of the fame level in any other part
of the country. The late fuccefsful exertions of the trader
and manufaéturer, have, by increafing the demand for all
kinds of labour, and of courle increafing their price, contrie
buted to improve the circumftances of the community in ge«
neral. And, although the caufe of this improvement does
not at prefent operate with the fame force, yet wedving, the
price of which was the firft increafed, is perhaps the only
fpecies of labour of which the wages have yet f{uffered any
confiderable diminution. Wrights and mafons ftill carn from
98. to 108. 6d. in the week; fmiths from 7s. to 10s.; fhoe-
makers from §s. to 108.; taylors from 6s. to 8s.; hacklers from
9s. to 1§s.; gardeners from 8s. to 128.; day-labourers from
6s. to 7s. in all feafons; and during the time of harveft, and of
weeding and hocing, which, fince drilled crops have become
fo frequent, continue through a great part of the fummer,
their carnings are ftill higher. Male farm fervants, and fe-
male fervants, whether for houfe or farm, are commonly
“hired by the half-year; and receive of wages, the former

from L. 3:10s. to L. 4. the latter from 2§s. to 4os. exclu-
five of their {ubfiftence.

Provifions.—While fuch is the rate of wages, and labour.
ers in general are fully employed, provifions are obtained ea-
fily, and upon the whole at a moderate price. Oat meal,
now lefs ufed than formerly, but ftill a chief article of food
among the working claffes, fells, on an average of feven years,
at 1s. the peck; flour at 18. 4d.; peafe and barley meal at
8d. When oat meal is cheap, the confumption of it is to that
of flour, nearly in the proportion of two thirds, when dear,
of onc half.. Two thirds of the oat meal confumed here is

breught
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brought from a diftance, chiefly from Mid-Lothian. The
flour is chiefly furnithed by the county of Fife, though thereis
occafionally a fupply from £ngland.

The fleth market is well fupplied in all feafons, and the
confumption of butcher-meat very confiderable, probably
three times what it was twenty years ago. The average of
the number, weight, and value of the different kinds of cat-
tle which have been annually killed, and fold here for fome
years, is as follows.

. Weight of 1 0.1 weight of Modum. 1 ) |
Kinds. | Number. | cach intron :“h k&. rpl;?e;zctoill value.
Beeves| Goo 24 14.000 3% |L.3.500

lves | 550 3 1.650 - 4% | 495
heep 1500 2 3.000 4x 900
Lambs| goo 1$ 1125 - 4% 337
Hogs 60 8 480 4% 144
36t s e et L5:37€

Of this quantity, a full third goes into the confumption of
the ncighbouring parifhes : About 700 ftones are bought for
fea-ftores, hy the thipmafters of the place; whofe principal
fupplies of falt-beef are from Ireland: The remainder (about
12.530 ftones zrom 5 or 275.660 lib. Englith), is confumed in
the parifh ; and is nearly in the propostion of 4 ftones, 11 lib,
or 103 lib. Englith, to every man, woman, and child in it.

The fupply of fith is lcficned, and the price raifed, by the
nearnefs of the metropolis. There are no fithers that belong
to this parifh : About the beginning of fummer, a family or
two ufually come from Buck-haven, the principal fithing
ftation on the fouth coaft of Fife, and refide here for a few
months, for the convenience of fupplying the inhabitants.
But the chicf (upply s carried from Buck-haven and Wemyfs,
’ uver
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ever land, on the backs, fometimes of horfes, but more com-
monly of women. In this way, moft kinds of fith that are
caught in the Frith, are pretty regularly brought to Kirkaldy
in their feafons, haddocks excepted; which have for feveral
jears, been extremely rare, and have been fold at enormous
prices. A fhilling has been paid for a fingle haddock, that 15
years ago would have fold for a halfpenny.

The vicinity of Edinburgh has an cffe& alfo on the prices
of eggs, poultry, and butter. Eggs fell from 4d. to 7d. the
dozen, hens from 16. to 13 6d. each, chickens from 8d. to
18 4d. the pair, butter from 8d. to 11d. the pound, green
cheefe made of &kimmed milk, from 2d. to 3d. the pound *.
Al thefe articles, (together with the yarn that is fpun in the
neighbourhood with the hand), are regularly expofed to fale,
in the weekly market, which holds here on 8aturday, and
* has this peculiarity, that it begins between 3 and 4 o’clock in
the moming, and is generally over by 6 o’clock. This cufs
tom was prebably introduced at firft, toevade the law which
prohibits Saturday and Monday markets4. And the conve-
nience of attending the market in the moming, and returning
home in time for the ordinary labour of the day, has indiced
the country people to continue the cuftom, notwithftanding
that frequent attempts have been made to alter it. By the
Charter of Charles, the Burgh had the privilege of holding
two annual fairs; one on the third Wednefday of July, anoe
ther on the laft Wednefday of September. For a long time,
thefe were regularly kept; but as the conftant trade of the
place advanced, the fairs gradually diminithed; and for
many years, there has not been a veftige of them.

The

® Cheefe and butter, as well as butcher meat, are here fold by the tron
or heavy pound of 23 onnces.

f Charles 11. Par, i. feﬂ: 3 CAP¢ 190



56 Statiftical Account

Manners and Charafier.~The inhabitants of this parifh
feem in general to enjoy the advantages of their fituation,
and live comfortably. Among the upper clafles, the ftile of
living is genteel, but nat luxurious or expenfive. Allowing
for the diverfity of circumftances, all claffes drefs well, and
are generally civil in their manners, and decent in their ex-
ternal deportment. Although a confiderable proportion of -
them have been bred to the fea, there is nothing of the rough-
nefs which common opinion has attached to that profeffion.
The clafs of feamen is not lefs refpetable in chara&er than
in numbers. The great body of the people are induftrious
and fober : but 3t houfes and 19 'fhops licenfed to retail {pi-
¥its,—a number that is in the proportion of 1 to 13 of alt
the families in the place,—~furnifh room to fufpeét, that from
this part of the public chara&er there muft be exceptions.

* Strong drink appears to have been long a confiderable article
in the confumption of Kirkaldy. A temporary impoft on
wines and foreign fpirits vented within the burgh, having, by
a charter of Charles IL. been granted to the magiftrates and
council for the payment of their public debts, the deficiencies
of that impoft for one year ending November 1631, are ftated
3n a procefs for recovering them, brought againft the vint-
ners, to have been 6o pieces, (hogtheads) French wine, 6
butts Sack, 6o pints Rhenifh, 8o pints Tent, and 8o pints *
brandy. Far down in the prefent century, it was the prac-
tice, cven among citizens of fome charadter, to take a regular
avbet in the forenoon, and moft commonly to fpend the eve-
ning in the public houfe. Fora confiderable time this prac-
tice has been given up; and the habit of drinking fpirits to
excefs is confined to a few, and thefe generally of the very

loweft

* Scotch pints, two of which are about (% lefs thap the Englifh wine
gallon, ~




\owelt otdet. It is remarkable, however, that no- befs than
8 perfons, and fome of them ranking above the loweft order,
have i little more than 4 years vifibly fallen wiGkims to thie
deftru@ive habit. With fome exceptions among the twe
extremes, the higher ranks, and the very loweft and mofk
wosthiefs, the inhabitants are regular in attending the ordie
nances of rekgion, and genérally obfervant of its moral du«
ties. Alhough petty thefts, and other breaches of law that
call for corre&ion, may be fuppofed to happen at times in fo
large a community, yet the public chara@er has been rarely
ftained by the commiflion of great crimes. Onc or two ine
ftances of child-murder have occurred within the remem-
brance of the prefent generation. . But no inhabitant of Kirke
aldy has fuffered the punithment:of death fince the coms
mencement of the laft centary ; 2 man and his wife excepted,
who wecre burnt here in 1633, for the fuppofed crime of
witchcraft *.

Eminent Men—1In refpet of intelleélual abilities; the ine
habitants of Kirkaldy are not beneath the ordinary level ; and
the parith has at different times prodiced men that rofe fat
beyond it. The firft; and not the leaft diftinguithed, whofe
name has reached us, is Mrcuast. Scot, the Friar Bacon of

‘ Scotland 3

& At that time the belief of witchcraft prevailed, and trials dnd executions
on account of it were frequent in all the kingdoms of Eurepe. It was in 1634
that the famous Urban Grandier was, at the inftigation of Cardinal Richelicu,
whiom he had fatirifed; tried and condemned to the ftake, for exercifing the
black art on fome nuns of Loudun, who were fuppofed to be poffefled. And it
was much about the fame time, that the wife of the Marcchal D’Ancre wat
burat for & witch, at the Place de Greve at Paris. .

H
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Scotland #; who, in the 13th century, contributed, by hisats-
tainments in fcience, to break the gloom of that benighted
age. After purfuing with unufual fuccefs the ftudy of lan-
guages, belles lettres, and mathematics, at home, Mr Scot
travelled into France, where he refided feveral years. From
France he removed into Germany, and lived for a while at
the court of the Empzror Frederick IL. a prince the moft e-
hinent of his time, both for his own learning, and for the en«
couragement which he gave to learned men. But that prince
being then engaged in war, Mr Scot withdrew from the court,
to profecute with more advantage in retirement his favou-
tite ftudies of medicine and chemiftry. After fome years he
returned through England, (where he was well received by Ed-
ward 1.) into his own country, and there died in 129r1.

The extraordinary difcoveries of this man, particularly in
¢hemiftry, made him pafs in that ignorant and fuperftitious
age, for a magician 3 and a thoufand popular ftories are in
different parts of Scotland told to this day, of his commerce
with evil Ipirits, and of the wonders which he atchieved
through their agency. He is alfo faid to have been a'pro-
phet, and among other events to have foretold .the union of
Scotland and England 4. He left behind him. 1, A tran-
flation of Avicena’s book on animals from the Arabic into
Latin: 2. A Commentary on the works of Ariftotle: 3. A
Treatifc on the Secrets of Natute, on the principles of the A-
riftotelian Philofophy. In this book he treats at large of a
{cience, to which a modern author § has applied much inge~

nuity,
¢ He was born at his family feat of Balweary, now the property of Mt,
Fergufon of Raith, and fince 1650 part of the parith of Abbotfhall,
4 Belfour’s Hiflory of Scotland.

$ Lavater.
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nuity, Phyfiognomy: 4. A book on Alchymy, entitled, the
Nature of the Sun and Moon: 5. A book entitled Menfa
Phllofophlca.

Sir George M*Kenzie calls him one of the greateft Philo-
fophers, 'Mathematicians, Phyficians, and Linguifts, of the
times in which he lived; and fays, that had he not been fo
much addi€ed to aftrology, alchymy, phyfiognomy, and chi«
romancy, he would have deferved well of the republic of let-
ters.

Towards the middle of the 17th century, Meflrs George
and Patrick Gillefpie, natives of this place, and Mr. Robert
Douglas, who, with Patrick Gillefpie, was fome time minifter
of Kirkaldy, diftinguifhed themfelves by their writings and their
condu&, in the ecclefiaftical hiftory of thofe difficult times.
All the three were zealoufly attached to the caufe of Prefby-
tery, which was then confidered in Scotland as intimately
conneéled with the caufe of general liberty. Two of them,
Mr George Gillefpie, and Mr Douglas, having been pre-
vioufly tranflated to Edinburgh, were in 1643 nominated by
the General Aflembly of the church of Scotland, Commiffion-
ers to the Aflembly of Divines at Weftminfter; in the pro-

ceedings of which, Mr Glllefplc in particular condufted °

himfelf with much ability and prudence. He was one of the
frft charaters at that time in the church. He wrote Mif-
cellanies, &c. He died in 1649, at the age of 36. A mare
ble monument, which was infcribed to his memory, (it is be-
lieved at the public expence), and which, as an appended in-
fcription bears, was pulled down through the * malign in-
¢ fluence of Archbifhop Sharp,” but afterwards repaired by the
relations of Mr Gillefpie, is fill ftanding in this church yard,
After the death of Charles I. Mr Douglas and Mr Patrick
Gillefpie took different fides. The former efpoufed the in-
terefts of Charles II. at whofe coronation at Scone in 165t
he
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he preached, and condufled the religious part of that ceree
mony *. The latter favoured the views of the commone
wealth of England, by whofe commiffioners he was made
Principal of the Univerfity of Glafgow ; but was eje€ted at
the Reftoration. The counfels and pens of both were em-
ployed to fupport the fides to which they feverally attached
themf{elves. .

During the prefent century this parith has produced dif<
ferent perfons, who have attratted public notice. Dr. John
Dryfdale, late one of the minifters of Edinburgh, and auther
of two volumes of pofthumous fermons, was a native of it,
and received the rudiments of his education at what hig
learned biographer calls, The obfcure fchool of Kirkaldy.
He was born in 1718, and died in 1788,

Kirkaldy was the birth-place of that diftinguifhed ftatefe
man, Mr Ofwald of Dunnikeer. Mr Ofwald was originally
bred to the bar.—But having in 174t been chofen to ferve in
parliament for the diftrict of burghs, of which this is one, he
bent the whole force of his mind to his parliamentary duty g
in the profecution of which, his abilities, integrity, and labo.
rious attention to the interefts, particularly the commercial
intercfts, of his country, raifed him from the level of a citizen
of Kirkaldy, tothe firft offices and honours of the ftate. He

was fucceflively a commiffioner of trade and plantations, a-

Yord of the treafury, and vice-treafurer’ of lIreland. He was
alfo a privy counfellor. After reprefenting this diftri&t of
burghsin three parliaments, and the county of Fifein a fourth,
he, in 1768, retired from public bufinefs, an account of ill-
health induced by too intenfe-an application to it. He died
in 1769 at the age of 54.
Kirkaldy has alfo the fignal honour to have given birth to
’ thag

¢ Hig fermon on that occafion was publithed, and is il extant,
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that eminent benefator to fociety, Dr Adam Smith, the en.
lightened author of the ¢ Inquiry into the Nature and Caufes
¢¢ of the Wealth of Nations,” and to have been the place of his
refidence during moft of the time that he was employed in
writing that incomparable book. .Dr 'Smith was born in
1723. He publifhed his Inquiry in 1776 and before his
death, which happened in 1789, he had the fingular good for-
tune to fee it tranflated into the languages, and the principles
of political economy contained in it, adopted into the {yftems,
of almoft all the commercial nations of Europe. He wrote
alfo ¢ The Theory of Moral Sentiments.”’—Thofe who would *
know more of this great man, may confult 2 memoir of his
life and chara&ter publifhed in the fecond volume of “ The
¢ Tranfaltions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh.”
*  In the more retired, though not the lealt ufeful or ref-
peQable fphere of private citizens, Kirkaldy could reckon dif-
ferent perfons, who would have been diftinguifhed as citizens
of the firft clafs in any community.

NUMBER

ERRAT A

Page 7. 1. 7. from the bottom, for four read five,
8. laft line, infert thefe after belides.
20. To the money ftated in this page, Jupply Scots.
a1. 1. 2 from the bottom, for its read this.
30.L 17. for formeily read afterwards.
32.1. 7. dele of it. 1. 19 for there read here,
32 L 1§. for confiderable read confiderably,
34. L. 4. from the bottom, for this read thus.
36.L.18. for . One read ; and one.
41. 1.8 from the bettom, after delegate infert of this burgh,
43 1. 6. from ghe bottom, infert the fefore poflcffion,
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NUMBER IL

PARISH OF SCONE.

(COUNTY OF FERTH.)

By Rossrr Tromas, Preacher of the Gofpel,

1

‘ Name.

T HIS parith has always borne its prefent name. 1t is

' fometimes written Scoom,. but more frequently Scone.
The word is fuppofed to be of Gaclic original. The people in
the Highlands call it Skain, thofe who live at a remote diftance
pronouncing both vowels, and thofe who live nearer pro-
nouncing the a only, which they found like the Englith
long a.

The word Skdin in Gaelic is faid to fignify a rent. But
though there are fevetral ehalms, or deep openings of the
carth formed in feveral places by the conftant ation of two
brooks ; yet, there i¢ no mark of any fuch convulfion of na«

ture, as this origin of the name rhight be fuppofed to in-
dicate. .

Situation, and Bxtent.~Itis fituated neatly due north from
Perth, in the county and prefbytery of Perth, and in the
fynod of Perth and Stirling. It is bounded on the weft by

the river Tay, which feparates it from the yariihés of Perth

Vor. XVIII. i and
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and Redgorton; on the north and eaft by the parith of St.
Martin; and on the fouth and eaft by the parith of
Kinnoul.

Its form is irregular; but, on the whole, it approaches in
a certain degree to a fquare. Ifs extent from north' to fouth,
- s well as from éaft to weft, is about 3 Englith miles; and
confequently it confifts of about 9 fquare miles, containing
about 4600 Scots acres. Of thefe, about 3006 are under
grafs and corn; 700 planted ; 500 common, (now under fub-
miflion in order to a divifion), and the reft is cither occupied
by roads and villagés, or is hitherto in an uncultivated
ftate.

Appearance.~From the fide of the Tay, on the weft, the
furface of the earth continues, on the whole, to rife to the
eaft border, where itis confiderably above the bed of the
river. Though there is a confiderable part of it in level
ground ; yet every where, here and there, it forms itfelf
‘into fmall hills, of a gradual and eafy afcent. But there are
no rocks or precipices, except in the quarries, and fcarcely
any fteep places, except by the fides of brooks.. Every fpot
almoft is arable ; and there is fcarcely a hill, which is not al-
ready ecither planted or ploughed. The whole of the weft
part of the parith has a cultivated and beautiful appearance.
Towards the middle, and the eaft border, there is a confide-
rable quantity of ground planted; and fome fpots which are
ftill in a ftate of nature. The proportion of what is unculti=
vated is comparatively fmall; and every year ferves to die
minith it. The whole furface, will, moft probably, in a
few years, be either corn fields, or plantations. Thofe few
fpots on the weft fide, which have hitherto been negleéted,
are covered chiefly with furze and broom ; and thofe of the
fame dcfeription, on the eaft, chiefly with dwarf-heath.

- Soil.
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8sil.—In fome places, efpecially, near the Tay, the foil is
a ftrong rich clay; in others, it is light and gravelly; and in
others, good loam. Every fort of foil in the parith has
bgcn much improved by the ufe of lime, and the practice of
fummer fallowing. On the richer lands, are raifed good
crops of wheat, barley, oats, peafe and beans, flax, grafs,
cabbages, potatoes and turnip. The lighter lands are not |
fuppofed to be fo well fuited to the culture of wheat; but
they afford all the other produ&xons which haye been mena |
tioned. 4 .

Climate.~From the high fituation of this parifh, relatively .
to the grounds on the oppofite fide of the Tay, it might per-
haps be expeted, that the cold fhould be more fenfibly felt
here, than in the vicinity; yet this is not the cafe, except -
perhaps on the higher grounds, towards the eaftern boundas .
ry. The greater part of the parifh has a fine fouth-weftern
expofure ; the higher grounds fhelter the lower; and feveral
plantations on the north and eaft, afford a confiderable thele
ter to almoft the whole, §

That chain of hxlls, which fhelter the Carfe of Gowrie, .
and which, on the north fide, reach within a fhort fpage of .

- the fouth border of this parifh, feryes as a barrier to thofe
mifts, which, coming ﬁp the Tay from the fea, frcquemlym‘,’_
fpread themfelves over a great part of the neighbouring pa-
rithes ; the fame hills attra& thofe vapours, which are ex-
haled from the furface of the garth, in the fouth-eaft part of
the parith ; the current of 'air, produced by the running pf .
the Tay, is the caufe of a fimilar effe&d, all along the weft
border ; and the natural inequality of the furface, in moft
places, together with the drains which have been made, car-
1y off both the water which arifes from fprings, and that

which falls down in thowers. .
1 2 The
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The air therefore is upon the whole, mild and dry. A late
phyfician, much and.juitly reputed for his fkill in his profefe
fion, had fuch an opinion of the falubrity of the air of Scone,
that he ufed to call this parith the Montpelier of Perthe
fhire.

Difeafes.~The inhabitants are afflited with no peculiar
difeafes, but in general enjoy a very great fhare of healthy
though, there are few or no inftances amongft them of re.
markable longevity. The cafe of three ludics, fifters, wha
died fome years ago, was fingular, The eldeft lived to the
sge of g1, the youngeft to 87, and the other to 83 or 8q.
Fevers are rare. The ague is now fcarcely heard of, Rheu.
matifm is the moft frequent complaint ; and, what is very re-
markable, was littlc knawn till within the lat 4o or 5o years,
Whether this has been owing to a change in the clothing o

"food of the inhabitants, to fome change in the atmofphere, or

to all thefe circumftances combined with other caufes, is not
afcertained. :

The prejudices of the greater part of the people againt inoy
culation for the fmall pox, have prevented this falutary prac-
tice from becoming gencral ; though they have every argue
ment from experience in its favour, as fcarcely any of thofe
children who have been inoculated, have died.

Rivers.—There are two brooks, which ferve three meale
milns, a faw-miln, and a waulk-miln; and produce a {mall forg
of trout. But the Tayis the only river in the parith. The
tids flows about a mile above the bridge of Ferth, oppofite to
the houfe of Scone, and to this place the river is navigable
by large boats. Above this, it becomes fhallow and rapid 3

_but here it is deep and placid, like a floating mirror, re-

fleting the beautiful fcenery on its banks. It has been
f‘i.dz
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faid, that no other river in Britain difcharges more frefh
water into the fea than the Tay. It produces eel, fome
perch and pike, and four or five different forts of trout
jn great abundance, fome of which have a fine flavour,
and weigh, at an average, about two pounds. But the
moft valuable fith which it affords, is falmon, which ig
reckoned excellent, and of which the greater part is exe
ported to London and the foreign markets. ‘The fithings
are chiefly rented of the proprictors by the merchants of
Perth, who employ the fithermen, There are five different
fithings belonging to the parifh, which occupy 13 boats
and 30 fithermen. The fithing feafon is from the 29th
of November, to the 26th of Auguft; but both the
falmon- and the fincft trout are fuppofed to be in their
greateft perfe&tion in the month of May. The trout, have
§ng never been appropriated, affords excellent fport to the
gentlemen, who are fond of angling.

The Tay alfo abounds in the pearl-oyfter. Numbers
of pearls werc fithed out of it about thirty-five years

3go.

Quarries.—There are fix or feven quarries of excellent
frec ftone. In fome of thefe, the ftone is of a reddith,
and in others of a gray or azure colour. They differ
alfo in degrees of hardnefs and finenefs; but all of them
are fit for the purpofes of building.

Population.—The population of this parih has encreafed
very much within the laft twelve years, and is ftill encreafing.
Bcarcely can houfes be built faft enough to accommodate
thofe who want them.

This has been owing to feveral caufes. Before the end of
the year 1792, our manufaQurers had for feveral years, beein

m
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in a more flourifhing condition, than at any former period,
This encouraged young people to marry; a bleach-ficld and
cotton-mill, eftablithed at Stormont field, added about 100 to .
the number of inhabitants; and a great many new haufes
being built in the village of Scone, the conftant employment
given to workmen and labourers, and the facility of bringing
up a family, encouraged ftrangers to fettle in it. The num-
ber of the people has been encreafed from thefe caufes, and
neither fearcity, cPidcmical difeafes, nor crimes, have hitheys
to diminjthed jt.
) Population Table.

The number Qfl fouls, is 1442 between 20 and

 — Males 726 o - - 669
——— Females 716 == between 50 and
Inhabitants of villages 84a 9o <. 132
of thecountry 602 — between 70 and
Annual average of births 8o - - 18
" for the laft 10 years 49 ——w— between 8p and
e of deaths 20 90 - - 3
of marriages 14 Farmers families - 27
The proportion of the aninual Heritors refident - 7

births to the whole popula-
. tion, is nearlyas 1, to 36,
opmmm—e—ee Of the annual deaths

Do. non-refident - 4
Feuars poflefling from half an

acre of land, to 3 acres 2§
Pendiclers - - 27
Inhabited houfes - 230

to the whole population, ag
1,t0 72,

s aof the annual mar-
~ riages to the wholc populas
tion, as - 1, to 163,
The number of fouls under 1o
years of age 374
between 1o and 20

' 256

-Houfes built within thefe 10

years - - 63
QOld do. pulled down within

thefc 1o years - '22
Married perfons - 548
Batchelorsabove g0 - §

N Unmarried
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" Unmarried women above
a5 - - 4
‘Widowers - - 2t
' Widows - - 30
' Members of the Eftablithed
church - - 864
Seceders - - §7o

Catholics - - 5
Epifcopalians - 3
Shopkeepers - 3
Public houfes - 7

Procurator (or Attorney) 1
Smiths - - 8
Mafons - - 8
Carpenters - - x6
Weavers - -« 70
Shaemakers - 8
Taylors - -- 9
Meal-millers - 3
Saw-miller. - 1
Waalker - - L

va
Baker . : I
Gardeners - 4
Apprentices - 14
Male-fervants - 95
Female do. - « 8
Poor on the roll - 12
Young perfons educated 40
Flax dreflers . 3
Labourers - 24
Fithermen - 30
Male bleachers - 30
Female do. - 20
Boys, cotton fpinners 25
Girls do. - 25
Boats ‘- - 13
Carts - - 70
Ploughs - - 58
Draughthorfes - 200

Saddledo.. - « = 3
Cattle - - 586
Sheep = - 160

In the above table, the Male and Female fervants are not
diftinguithed by ary thing but their fex ; becaufe all of them,
except a few, are employed occafionally cither in the houfe,

or in the field..

Prices, The rent of arable land is fram 1o to 30 fhil-

lings an acre.

~=— Of a cottage in the country, with 6

roods of ground for a garden

L.r:g.

e~ Of a room, in the village of Scone,
16 feet by 16, with the {une quantity of

garden ground

L.1:104
Price
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Price of 2 fuch rooms with double the

quantity of ground

L-31'04

And fo onin proportion to the fize of the dwelling and

: ground.

The annual wages of a male fervant, who has board and
lodging, is from L. 8 to 10, or even 12; of a female do. from

L. 3,t0 4.
.School fees per quatter, for
teaching Englifh 18
—— Writing - 186d

., Arithmeti¢ and Latin 2s
Wages of a man for the har-
veft, from 20s to 28s

— of a woman, from 16s to
203
1s

1s

1s 3d
23

1s 8d
- of a taylor, who reccives
. _ bisvictuals _ - 8d
~— of a male bleacher, from
10d to 18

~— of a labourer per day
— of afitherman -
— of a carpenter

.~ of a bricklayer * -
— of amafon -

— of a female do. from gd to
8d
~— of boys and girls, cotton
fpinners, from 3d to 6d

~ of a woman for weeding,
&ec. from gd to 84

The price of beft horfes, is
- from L. 20 to 25

— of inferior, from L. 10to
15
~ of beft cattle, about L. 10
— of inferior from L. 5. to
’ L.g:10
— of a fheep, from 30s to 409
— of a fow, from 255 to 308

- -

- -

- -

— of a lamb, from 10s to 128
—of a hive of bees, L.1:1-

Predudlions.—The vegetable and animal produftions are
pretty much the fame here, as in moft places of the lowlands
of Scogland.  As the parifh exports annually two thirds of its

, corn, it produces as much in one year, as fhould ferve for
the internal confumption of three. Moft of the old wood,
amongft which asre fome_very fine trees, was planted by

3

the




of Stone. 73
the Vifcount oft" Stormont, grandfather of the prefent Earl.
of Mansfield, about feventy years ago. Three haw-thorn trees
at the houfe of Kinkarochie are remarkable for their fize.
The largeft covers with its top a circle, on the catth, 14
yards in diameter; and meafures round the middle of the
trunk, g feet. The old wood confifts chiefly of Scotch firs,
planes, athes; elms, and horfe chefnuts. The firs have been
of the greateft fervice for building, fuel, and other purpofes.
The trees; in the young plantations, are the Scotch fir, the
larch the fpruce fir, and various other forts. All of them

“were planted within the lat 18 yeats; and are ina very
thriving ftate.

The breed of horfcs and cattlc hds of late been much
improvcd partly by their being better fed, and partly by a
better kind being introduced. The Countefs of Mansficld, a
patronefs of hufbandfy, has led the way, by introducing a
breed of cattle, remarkable for their fizé and fhape. Her
Ladyfhip, has alfo tdrned her attention towards improving
the breed of fheep, by bringing to that extenfive lawn, in
which the hofe of Scone is fituated, a flock, partly of the
‘Warwick-fhire breed, fo much efteemed for their carcafes 3
and partly of the Spanith, fo remarkable for the finenefs of
their wool. The Englifh breed anfwers very well; but the
expesiment upon the Spanith has not yet been fully made.
Except 3o or 40, all the Ihcep in the parith are her Lady-
‘hxp ) property.

Agriculture—~Tt appears from the facé of the country,
from thofe rough grounds and moor-lands, wh:ch within
a few years, have been converted into beautiful and fer-
tile corn-ficlds; that modetn héfbandry is well underftood
by the farmers. Some of them adopt the following rotation
of crops; fallow, wheat, peafe and beans, of other greed

Vor. XVHI | v érop,
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crop, barley, grafs, and laftly oits. Others divide theif
farms into five, inftcad of fix parts: The firft part is; partly
fallow, and partly a green crop ; the fecond is under wheat
and barley, with grafs feeds ; the third and fourth, are un-
der grafs; and the fifth, under oats. And then the rotation
begins again with fallow, or a green crop. '

- The new plough, ufed here, is confidered as an improve-
ment upon Small’s. It has an iron head for the fock, inftead
of having the fock upon the fheath; and the mould-board,
which is caft iron, is convex inftead of being concave. The
Scotch plough alfo is ftill ufed. Flax and potatoes are raifed
in confiderable quantitics. Cabibage and turnip alfo are
faifed for feeding cattle ; but chiefly for rearing young ftock.
Every family almoft now feeds a pig with potatoes and a lit-
tle corn ; the bacon of which cats very well with their pota-
toes ; but they have not yet Tearnt to ufe turnip for culinary
purpofes. :

There are 2 farms about 4co acres, 4 above 200, 6 between

100 and 200, a much greater number from 60 to 100, and 2

-fill greatar number of pendicles * 3 fome of which are rented

by mechanics, who, befides attending to their ground, follow
alfo their proper occupations. The fmall farmers or pendi-
elers fell little or none of their corn. Their wives, daughters
and maid-fervants fpin the flax raifed on the farm; and the

" money which the yarn brings, pays the rent. It is furprifing

how fome of thefe fmall tenants, poficfling only about 12 or 14
acres,

* Pendicles are fmall portions of land, which do not enable the occupier to
keep horfes fufficient for its cultivation, for which he cither depends on the
afliftance of the farmers in the vicinity, or oo the help of his neighbours who
are in the fame fituation, giving them the fame afliftarce in his turn, He
feldom kcq‘n more than one ‘horfe, and one or perhaps two cows,

® e




. o Sconas 5

wcres, thould be able to maintain a family of nearly as many -
perfons; and yet, upon entering their cottages, one generally.
finds thein foug and comfortable, and is pleafed with feeing
a group of happy faces. Many of them, however, have
either the profits of tradefmen, or work as day labourers. It
has been more common here to unite the {mall, than to
divide the larger farms. The population is ufually much
greater, where the farms are fmall, than where they are
large; yet, the union of farms has not diminifhed the nume
ber of the inhabitants of this parith ® ; the village of Scone’
and Stormont-ficld furnithing them both thh habitations
and employment.

If the proprietors of the foil, who difpoffefs the fmall to
make room for the greater farmers, would build villages on’
their cftates, the population would feldom be diminithed in
any fituation ; the wealth and comfort of the people would
increafe in proportion to the fuperior cultivation of the land ;'
the farmers would find a market for a great part of théir
produce at home,” and would have day labourers at come
mand ; and the proprietors themfelves would derive advan.
tages from the villages, far beyond the expence of ereting

thcm.

. Inclofures.—A great part of the parifh is inclofed ; and, on
fome farms, young hedges of hawthorn are raifing, with,
greater attention than was formerly given to this kind of im-
provement. In the higher lands, the benefit of inclofures is fule
ly underftood; but in fome of the lower, fencing by hedges and
dykes is difapproved of, the foil not admitting of pafture.

K 2 . ] Emrll .
® The number of fouls in the paiifh at prefent, is s 1442
The populationin 3755 was - 889
‘The number of inhabitants increafed - - 553
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Exports.—This parifh exports annually two thirds of itg
corn, befides cattle, a few theep and fwine, (but no horfes),
a confiderable qnannty of falmon, linen cloth, and frec-ﬁonc,
and different articles of pronﬁon It imports lime, coals,
iron, ropes, and feveral other articles of provifion and cloathe
ing ; but no meal, and no grain, cxccptmg what is neceflary
for change of feed. °

Gardening.—Several of the gentlemens ‘gardcx;s are elegant,
particularly the Earl of Mansfield’s; and moft of them arq'
well ftocked with vegetables, and fruit trees, and bufhes.
And not only the handicraftsmen, at their leifure hours, bug
the farmers, begin to pay more attention to their gardens
than formerly ; a certain indication of the thriving ftate of
this part of the country, men commonly attending, firft, to
what is neceffary, and then tq what is commodious and
&namcntal Indeed, the appearance both of the country and
the people, compared with what it was twenty years ago,
plainly fhow, that they are  growing richer and happier”;
an evident proof of the excellence of that conftitution of
government, under which we have the good fotune to live.

Church and School.—The church is a very handfome modern
building,_ and is much decorated by an ancncnt famxly feat of
very curious: workmanthip bclongmg to the Earl of Manf-
field. It was built in the year 1784; the manfe in the year
17433 and the latter has been fthuently repaired. The
living, including the glebe, is about L. 100 Sterling. The
Right Hon. the Earl of Mansfield is patron The prefent
incumbent, the Rev. Mr John Wright, is married, and has
five childgen *. Bcﬁdcs, the panfh church thcrc is alfoa
' ) mcetmg-

¢ Mr Wright, who was long in bnd heakh, died ﬁnca this account wat

wntten
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meeting-houfe, belonging to the Burgher-Seceders. Thg
fchoolmafter has a good houfe, which ferves him both for a
fchool and a dwellinghoufe. His falary as fchoolmatter, and his
emoluments as feflion clerk, amount together to L. 13 : 4 : 8.
Sterling. The reft of his income depends on thefeeshereceives
from his fcholars. The church,meeting-houfe, and fchoolarein
the village of Scone ; which is ornamented alfo- with a market
crofs, formerly a handfome ane, but now much injured by the
hand of time.

State of the Poor.—The money which fupports the poor,
js anpually abput L. 26 Sterling, It arifes from funds in
money and heritable property, from dues at deaths and
marriages,. and from the weekly collections at the church
door. Thg poor onthe parith lift, are, at an average, abque
twelve. They receive monthly 3s. for their fupport; but,
others alfo receive pcgafional fupply. There are no begging
poor in the parjth. g

In the year 1782, the crop was very bad and much in.
jured. But then, the prefent Earl of Mansfield, attentive
to the fituation of the parifh, fent 30 quarters of feed corn,
to be diftributed amongft his tenants for the fame quantity of
the produce in return; and alfo L. 30 Sterling to be diftri-
buted amongft the poor of the parith; though this was not
the only time, they have experienced his bounty; fufns,
nearly of the {fame yalue, being frequently fent them by his
Lordthip. '

Fuel.—In fummer, the chief fuel is furze, broom, and the
weedings of the young plantations 5 in winter, coals, which
are bought at Perth and Bridge-end, a village on'the fide of
:he Tay, oppofite to Perth, at 3s. 6d. the boll of 4o ftones
qy;rdupoxs weight.

Fillages.
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v Villoges.~There are a number of villages. Fout of the
more populous contain from g5 to 70 fouls. Scone is the
moft remarkable, It fands in a plain relatively high except
on the eaft ; and, though fheltered, is fufficiently airy and
bealthful. It conlfts of 2 ftreets and feveral lancs, -one of
the ftrects, being remarkably wide, ferves for a market place,
A confiderable part of it has been either built or rebuilt with-
in the latt 10 years. The new houfes are fubftantial and
peat; and many of them contain feveral familics. The
number of fouls in the village is 466.

Stormont-feld Bleach-field.—This place, prefently poflefied
by Mcflrs Thomas and John Barland, had its name changed
from Colenhaugh, to Stormont field, in honour of the pro~
prictor, the Earl of Mansfield, formerly known by his title
of Vifcount.of Stormont. It is fituated on the Tay, exaltly
oppofite to Luncarty, and in a pleafant ficld, along the fide
of the river, confifting of about 130 acres. A canal, about
3 miles in length, and 18 feet in breadth, cut, at a very
great expence, through fteep banks of the Tay, rock-marle
and whin ftone, always furnithes it with an abundant fupply
of excellent water from the river. A fmall canal alfo from
the brook of Inverbuift, affords an occafional fupply; and the
bleaching grounds are of a fine dry foil, and have an excellent
expofure. Adjoining to the bleaching-miln, is a miln for
fpinning cotton, upon a fmall fcale. The houfe for the ma-
chinery, isa large ftru&ture, fubflantially built, of free-ftone,
and noble in its appearance. Some of the other houfes are
elegant; and all of them remarkably neat and commodious.

Befides the fall of water, which, at prefent, drives three
wheels, there are likewife three other feparate falls; one of
cight feet, and two of four, equal, by the command of water,

. to
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fo turn any weight of machinery; which, when fully occu-
pied, will be an important addition to the indaftry, and po-
pulatidn of the parith ; the work, it is prefumed, being as yet
but in its infancy. There is here bleached, in a very fatis-
falory manner, a great quantity of britannias, diapers, and
every other fort of cotton and linen cloth. As:labourers
are fcarce in this part of the country, the only thing wanting
to compleat Stormont-field, is an independent village, pro-
perly laid out, which would be of the gieateft adwantage,
both to the proprictor, and the publie at large. Mr William
M¢Alpin, a man of genius and enterprize, has the merit of
having begun, and carried on to a confiderable length the
canal and the buildings of this place.

There is befides bleached, by the pendiclers in the fummer
feafon, on @ brook that runs through the parith, fome linem
cloth. The only other manufalure carried on by the inha~
bitants is linen, which employs about 5o weavers. The reft
of their handicraftfmen are employed cither in weaving
houfe-hold cloth, or in working for mafters in Perth.

Bridges and Roads.—~The roads and bridges were formerly . .
made and repaired by the ftatute labour, fometimes literally
exacted, and fometimes commuted into money; but this
method being found infufficient for the great roads, and
turnpike als being obtained, the roads will foon be very
good. Two turnpike roads interfecting the parith, (and its
vicinity to Perth,) but not yet compleated, are juftly con-
fidered by the inhabitants, as very great advantages.

Eminent Men.—1t is very probable, that the famous John
Hay, alias John de Luce, chief of the Hay’s, was a native of
this parith. The inhabitants ftill point to the village, and
even to the veftiges of the houfe, in which he lived, when,

3 like
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like a patriot indeéd, he haftened from the plough, to diive

the Danes from his native land.

But it is certain, that it can boaft of having given birth to
the late very eminent Earl of Mansfield. Yet, from what
appcarcd irt the Newfpapers, on the death of that Noblemang
it thould fccm, that, as feven cities contended for the birth of
Homer; a neighbouring parifh is inclined to difpute with it
that honour. 'What perhaps may have in part contributed to
give rife to the opinion, that he was born in Perth; is the
following circomftance; The Vifcount of Stormont, his
father; had a houfe in thdt town, in which the family fome~
times refided; And it was in the public grammar fchool
of Pcrth that the ﬁar!, after having been fometime undce

Lthe care of a private tuter, received the rudiments of his edu-

cation. It would be a proud diftin&ien to any fchool, to
have. given even the elements of knowledge to 3 man, who
<was certainly one of the moft eminent perfonages whom this
country has ever produced y and to' whom, as' Lord Chef-
terfield fays in one of his letters to' his fon; 3 numerous
and noify houfe of commons, would liften with fuch atten~
tion, that one might have heard a pin fall, when he was
{peaking.

Of the People.—ft has been frequcdtiiy obfeived; that the
inhabitants of the parifh of Sconc were diftinguithed, not
only by the decency of their drefs and appearance, but by
the propriety of their manners and behaviour. The fadt may
be accounted for ; in part, from the example of the family of
Stormont, who were patterns of religion and good morals,
as well as decorous manners; and in part, from the powerful
miniftry of a very worthy man, who was a lotig time their
paftor; gaufes, which, in a greater or lefs degree, will al-
ways influence the morals of the people. The general cha-

racker
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¥acker of the prefent race is fobricty, induftry, and cccohomy.
Thé lower clafs arc humane, civil, obliging, and hofpitable. .
The rich are more : They are genteel, and well bred. But
the beft proof of their morals is, that moft of them are in.
comfortable, and many of them in afluent circumftances, ac-
cording fo their rank in life 3 and that no inftance can be re-
membered, in which any perfons of this parith fuffered the .
punifhment of crimes.

The public houfes, fimply as fuch, wonld not, it is pre~
faumed, have any bad influence on the morals of the people,
were it not for the immenfe quantities of whifky which they
retail, in place of well-made ale, which was formerly the
only beverage. There are men in this part of the country,
who confider the large diftilleries as gulphs, which {wallow.
up prodigious quantities of grain, and difcharge nothing but
what ferves to deftroy thie health and morals of the people ;
and they very much defire that the legiflature would devife
fome way, which, feconded by the examplé of the great,
thould 'bring again into fathion the ufe of home-made fer-
mented malt liquors, which the encouragement given to the
diftillerics has brought almoft entirely into difufe. *

N

Antiguities.~Near the eaft boundary of  the parith are two
circles, faid to be druidical templea. They are within 14
yards of each other. Each tircle confifts of nine large whin
flones, placed at uncqual diftan¢es ; and each circle is fcven
yards in diameter, o

The Roman militaty toad, leading from the 'camp at Ar-
doch, to the bottom of the Grampians, enters this parifh on
the weft, a little above a farm houfe on the Tay, and paffes
through, till it leaves it on the north-eaft quarter.

On the otlier fide of the river, oppofite to the place where
" the road enters the parifh, flood the antient fowti of Bertbi,
Vav. XVIIL L now
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now a hamlet, bearing that name ; and it is faid, that there,
in former times, there maﬁridg:mrthe viver, amd that
feveral large beams of ozk, yet to be feen under the wates,
formed a part of it.

About # guarter of 2 mile up the river from this place, are
the veftiges, it is fuppofed, of an encampment. It is a fpot
of ground inclofed, on the weR, by the Tay; and on the
other fides, by a foflc. Its figure is nearly an obleng, and its
ciscumference, about §35 yards. A fmall brook rune threugh
it; aad on the fouth‘ide of this brook, about.30 yardsup -
from the river, are the veftiges of a fortification, called the
Silver caftle; probably, from a vulgas idea that money was
hid init. This place is fituated, nearly about half way be
tween the Romaa military soad, and a place on the oppofite

" fide of the river, where the battle of Luacarty was fought
between the Danes and the Scots. But time, and the vecent
operations of the plough, have now almeft obliterated thofe
monuments of ancient tinses.

Perbaps the veftiges of the famous John Hay’s howle, and
the crofs of Scone, may be claffed among the antiquities.
The former is nothing but the remains of a cottage, a little
raifed above the furface of the earth, and covered with grafs.
The latter is a marrow upright ftone, thirteen fest high, orna-
mented at the top, and placed in an oftagonal ftone, that
refts on a quadrangular flight of fteps.

But what excites the curiofity of every perfon who has - -

_ been interefted in teadmg the hiftory of Scotland, and attra&te
the attention of almoft every traveller, is Scone. This being
ancieatly the refidence of our kings, and the fcene of the
molt interefting and fplendid aftions, fome account eof it
muft be expected by the reader. At the Reformation the
mob, from Dundee and Perth, impelled by their averfion to
Popery, and by private refcntmem:, as well as the hope of

. boty.-



booty, fpoiled and burnt both the ancient Abbey and Palace *.
The Abbey wall, from the foundations which have been dug
up, is fuppofed to have inclofed a fpace of 12 acres.

¢ This Abbey, fays Spottifwood, was founded by Alexan-
% der the firft, 1114, and was dedicated to the Holy Trinity,
¢ and St. Michael. It was the place where our kings were
* accuftomed to be crowned, and where the fatal marble
¢ chair, now at Weftminfter, was ufually kept. It former-
% ly belonged to the Culdees, if we truft George Buchanan,
% and feveral other authors; and it was ere@ed into a teme
# poral lordthip, in favour of-Sir David Murray, a cadet of
¢ the family of Tullibardine, in the yearu6o4” ¢

It is uncertain whether the prefent héufe of Scone, a feat
of the Earl of Mansficld, ftands on any part of the founda-

" tions of the former buildings. Two lines of a Scotch-poet,

a native of Perth1, who had every opportunity of informing
himfelf with regard to this particylar, would lead a perfon
to fupyofe, that it does.

As we thus 1lk'd, our barge did fweetly pafi,
By Sconé's fair Palace, fometime Abbey was.

"1t is about a mile due north, from the town of Perth. I¢.
ftands upon a piece of rifing ground, about half a mile from
the Tay; and is fituated in the midft of an extenfive lawn,
which flopes gradually towards the river.

Round the houfe, except on the fouth weft, where it is
open, runs a fhrubery and young plantation, interfected with
ferpentine gravel walks; and intermixed with old trees, -

La ’ among
* Knox’s Hiftory of the Reformation.
+ Spottifwood’s Hiftory of Religious houfes.
} Mr Henry Adamfon=Sce Cant’s Hiftory of Perthe
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among the largeft and fineft in the country. Immediately
before it, and on each fide, the verdant furface of the lawn
fpreads itfelf, covered with daifies, and variegated with trees
‘planted fingly, and in clumps.

This fcene, bounded by the river, which flows gently be-
neath, is admired by all ftrangers who vifit this country;
and is greatly heightened by the beauty and variety of the:
banks of the river, as far as Perth.

Nothing can be more delightful than the profpe& from
the houfe, to the weftward. Qn the left hand, at the dif-
tance of two or three miles, the hills above the Tay, and the
Earn, feem to unite, forming a vaft theatre, decorated with
plantations, and corn-fields. On the right, at the diftance
of fifteen miles, the Grampian mountains aflume a fimilar.
' form; and in the middle, induftry and fkill have given a
gay and cultivated afpe@, to a very extenfive tralt of
country.

The houfe itfelf is in that ftile of archite@ure which pres
vailed about a century and a half ago; which gives it a cer-
tain noble and venerable air, more pleafing to men of genuine
tafte than the moft finithed modern buildings. It i about 70
yards in length, and 35 in breadth. The gallery which is on
the eaft fide, is 140 feet long The ceiling is of timber, and
arched. On the one fide of it is painted the hunting of a ftag
in all its dxﬁ'crent ftages; on the other are reprefented the
exercife of hawking, the hunting of the wild boar and the wild
bull. Itis faid that king‘]amcs the fixth appears in every
fcene ; that the groupes of figures attending him are the no-
blcs of the court; and that all of them are exa®t rcptcfenta-
tions of the originals. The fpaces between the different
fcenes are filled up with the arms of the family, -with fruit
and flower bicccs and other ornaments. In the opinion of
artifts, the defign in thefe paintings is good, and the faces

. ' a animated.
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animated. The colours appear to have been vivid 3 but by
accidents and the wafte of time the whole has fuffered conli-
derable damage.

In a chamber off the north end of the gallery is the canopy
of ftate, ufed by the prefent Earl of Mansfield, when ambaffa~
dor at the court of Verfailles, now converted into a bed
and in another off the fouth end, which is called the king’s
room, is a bed of damafk fattin of a light orange colour, and -
feveral antique chairs covered with the fame fort of cloth.
In a chamber on the weft fide of the houfe, which is called
the Queen’s room, is a bed of flowered crimfon velvet, {aid to
have been the work of Queen Mary, when a prifoner in the
caftle of Lochleven. Thefe chambers, as well as the drawing
soom, are decorated with marble chimney pieces, with hang-
ings of fine tapeftry, with portraits of the anceftors and rela-
tions of the family, and of other great perfonages who lived in
former times; and with other forts of painting, fome of
which, though injured by the hand of time, are ftill admired.
The dining-room is fpacious and elegant. In this room ig a.
fuperb marble chimney-piece, on the upper part of which are
the arms of Britain, and on the Jower thofe of the family of
Stormont ; and at one end of it are two very elegant full
length portraits of their prefent majefties, drawn in their royal
robes, and as large as the life.

About 100 yards due eat from the fouth eaft corner of the |
houfe are the veftiges of the old abbey church; but fuch
changes does time introduce, that, on that fpot where our
ancient kings were crowned, there now grows a clump of
trees,

Between 6o and 70 yards north from this place is what is
yulgarly called the Boot-hill. It is likewife called Omnis terra,
or Every man’s land. Hume in his lnﬂory of the Dou-
glaﬁls gives us the origin of this name, ¢ that when Robert

 Bruce
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« Bruce was crowned 29th March 1306, Sir James, the 8th
¢ Lord Douglas, aflifted, and caft into a heap, 2s did the o-
¢ ther Barons, a quantity of earth of hislands of Douglas;
¢ which, making a little hill, is called Omnis terra. This
¢ was the cuftom of thofe times, by which homage, they
% who held the king of Scotland fupreme under God were
& ditinguithed from others. It is faid that the Barons of
¢¢ Scotland could receive invettitureof their landsaslawfully by
& delivering earth and ftone from this fpot, as from their own
% lands. We are informed alfo, that anciently the convene
~ ¢ tions of the nobles were held in this place **.

The tradition of the people of the parith conperning the
Boot-hill is, that at the coronation of a king, every man who
affifted brought fo much earth in his boots, that every man
might fee the king crowned, ftanding on his own land ; and
that afterwards, they caft the garth out of thejr boots on this
hill, upon which account it obtained the names of Boot-hill
and Omnis terra.  But, perhaps, Boot-hill isa corruption of
Moot hill or Mute-hill ; which is probably the fame with the _
Saxon word, folk-mote, and may fignify the hill of meeting.
The people in the Highlands, it is faid, call the Boot-hill, at
this day, Tom-a-mhoid, i. e. the hill where juftice is adminif-
tered. On the Boot-hill David, 1t vifcount of Stormont, built
an clegant parith church about the year 1624, when the old
abbey church or what remained of it fell. But, a few years
ago, this church wanting repairs, and being infufficient ta
accommddate the parithioners, was, except the aifle, thrown
down, and the prefent parith church built in the village of
Scone.

- On the north wall of this aifle is a very ftately marble mo.
nument

¢ €ant’s hiftory of Perth,
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nument ere@ted to the memory of David, firlk Vifcount of
Stormont. It feems to have been intended for am altar-piece,
and to reprefent the infide of a chapel or oratory. In the
middle, towards the lower past of it, is a fatue of his Lord-
fhip as large as the life, clad i armour, kneeling on a cuthion
at an altar, 2 book lying open before him, and the palms of
his hands joined, as if earncftly engaged in devotion. On ei-
ther fide is 2 man in armour, fomewhat fmaller than the lifes
the one faid to be the Marquis of Tullibardine, the other the
Earl Marefchall. Above thefe are feveral emblematical £
gures ; towards the top are the arms of the family ; and,
over all, am angel, who feems to look down with appro-
bation.

On the eaft wall is an clegant moaument of blwe and white
marble, ere€ed in honour of Lady Stormont, firft Lady to the
peefent Earl of Mansficld. On 3 pedeftal, in a marble nitch
in the wall, ftands a large urn of white marble, in which is
inclofed the Lady’s heart cmbalmed ; and below, on the pe-
deftal, & remarkably elegant and pathetic Latin infcription,
expreflive of the Lady’s great worth, and the regret occafion-
ed by her death ; which does much honour, net only to
the genius and crudition, but to the heart, of its noble
author. ' . :

As we advance by z gravel walk from the houfe to the eafte
ward, we are agsceably furprifed to find ourfelves, on cnterixig
the thrubery, in the midft of a fmall lawn of a circular form,
furrounded by fhrubs and trees of unequal height, which, to-
gether with the furface of the earth, exhibit the appearance of
a crowded amphitheatre. Here, and all along the fhrubery
and young plantation, luxuriant nature may be feen to wane
ton in all the richnefs, variety and gaicty of foliage. So rich
is the foil, that fome of the trees, though planted withia
thefe nine years, have attained the height of thirty feets

2 . To
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To the fouthward of this lawn is the kitchen gardefi, éds
riched with all forts of culinary vegetables, with fruit trees and
buthes, and ornamented with walks and flowers. On the -
weft fide of it is a romantic bower, which immediately calls -
to our remembrance the fair Rofamond’s.

From the garden we pafs into the nurfery. It is an cblong
park of about 2 acres, having a fine fouthern expofure, and
being furrounded by a number of tall and ftately trees, which,
at the fante time that they fhelter the young plants; give the
place a remarkably plealing and venerable air.

On the fouth of the nurfery is a hollow or den, planted ou .
cich fide with flirubs and foreft trees, and enlivened by
fmall brook, which runs through it. Along the fide of this
brook is a winding gravel walk, which leads to the lawn, in

_ which the palace is fituated. ’

As the ground rifes, the fpe@ator; on the oppofite fide of
the Tay, fees every objeét diltinQly, round, and fweHing to
the eye.

' Ancient Cuflom.—Every yeat on Shrove-Tuefday, the bat:
cliclors and married men drew themfelves up at the crofs of
Scone on oppofite fides. A ball was then thrown up, and
they played from 2 o’clock till fun fet. The game was thise
He who, at any time got the ball into his hands, run with it
till overtaken by one of the oppofite party, and then, if he
could fhake himfelf loofe from thofe on the oppofite fide,
who feized him, he run on ¢ if not, he threw the balt from
him, unlefs it was wrefled from him by the other party ; bug
no perfon was allowed to kick it. The objeét of the married
men was to hang it, -i. e. to put it three times into a fmal}
hole in the moor, the doo/ or limit on the one hand ; that of
the batchelors was to drown it, i. e to dip it three times into

a deep place inthe river, the limit on the other. The party
whe
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who could effect either of thefe obje@s, won the game. But,
if neither party won, the ball was cut into two equal parts at
fun-fet. In the courfe of the play one might always feec fome
fcene of violence between the partics; but, as the proverb of
this part of the country exprefles it, alf was fair at the ball of
Scome. .

This cuftom is fuppofed to have had its origin in the days of
chivalry. An Icalian, it is faid, came into this part of the
- country, challenging all the parithes, under a certain penalty
in cafe of declining his challenge. All the parifhes declined
the challenge excepting Scone, which beat the foreigner ; and
in commemoration of this gallant ation the game was ine
ftituted. .

‘Whilft the cuftom continued, every man in the parifh, the
gentry not excepted, was obliged to turn out and fupport the
fide to which he belonged ; and the perfon who negle&ted to
do his part on that occafion was fined ; but the cuftom being
attended with certain inconveniencies, was abolithed a few
years ago.

Vor. XVIII. M NUMBER
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"NUMBER I

PARISH OF GARGUNNOCK.

(COUNTY OF STIRLING.)

By the Rev. Mr JaMEs RoBERTSON.

Situation.

GARGUNNOCK, _or Gargownno (as it is called in fome
old records), is fituated about ix miles weft of the
town of Stirling, on the fouth fide of the Forth, by.which it
is feparated from the parifhes of Kilmadock, and Kinkardine.
It is bounded on the eaft and fouth, by the parifh of St. Ni~ -
nians, and on the weft, by Kippen, Balfron, and Fintry,

Name.—1It feems of no great importance, toafcertain the pre-
cife meaning of the word Gargownno. Different etymologifts
will give different explanations of the names of places, in which
there is often more imagination than knowledge. Gargownno
is probably of Celtic origin ; defcriptive of the particular fpot,
on the banks of the Forth, where a fmall fort fiood, of
which there is fome account in the Hiftory of Sir William
Wallace. There we read of the * Peel of Gargownno, in

which

* Pecl fignifies a fort. ~
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which an Englith party was ftationed, to watch the paffage
of the Frew, in its neighbourhood. Wallace with a few
followers, took the fort by ftratagem in the night, while
the Englith were off their guard. The curious ftranger may
be condu&ted to the ground which it once occupied; and
‘may perhaps regret, that fcarcely a ftone is now left to tell’
its ftory. There is fomething fo venerable in the abodes of
our anceftors (though in ruins), that it is much to be withed,
the frequent pratice of carrying them away, for the purpofe
of making dykes, or fences, was for ever abolifhed. The
remains of the bridge of Offcrs, about a quarter of a mile
weftward of the Peel, by which Wallace croffed the Forth,
on his way to the mofs of Kinkardine, are fill in exiftence;
and for feveral years, it has been in agitation to rebuild it,
which would greatly facilitate the communication betwixt
the parithes on both fides of the river, and encourage tenants
to give an additional rent for their farms.

.

4

Extent.—This parith extends about three miles and an
half, from eaft to weft, and from north to fouth it mea~
fures fix. ,

Divifion of Lands.— All the eftates confift of muir, dry field,
and carfe farms. On the fouth is the muir, which is part of
a hilly tra& of ground, ftretching out from Stirling to Dum=
barton. 'That portion of the muir which belongs to this
parith, confifts of about 3000 acres, of which each heritor
has a divifion, lying in a direét line with his other lands.

‘The muir has of late become an objet of greater confide-
ration, than in former periods. The demand for fuch paf-
ture is much increafed; and this has naturally led the pro-
prictors to fet a higher value on it, than they were ac.
cuftomed to do a few years ago. Every one has his own

M2 o proportion
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propottion accurately meafured; and its worth is now fo
well underftood, that fometimes it is no eafy matter to fettle
a difpute about a few acres; which perhaps, in other times,
would have gone for nothing. That part of the muir, which
s conne@ted with the eftate of Gargunnock, was let, lalt
year, at almoft double the former rent; but the proprietor
hath this year taken it into his own hands; and having pe-
Yufed Sir John Sinclair’s pamphlét on the fubject, hath been
induced to ftock it with the Cheviot breed of fhéep. The
‘Thépherd, who has been brought from that country, is hopeful
‘the experiment will fucceed to a wifh, althéugh all the theep
farmers here are ftrongly prejudifed againlt the fchéme ; and
‘predi&t its total failure, during the winter months. The fup'é'-
Tior quality, and price of the wool, is % fufficient juftification
of the attempt ; and if the plan is fuccefsful, it will certain.
Ty turn out one of the noft beneficial of all our improvements.
Men of property alone are qualified to engage in defigns of
this nature. If they are fuccefsful, they will foon be follow-
‘ed by others ; and fociety at large will reap the good fruits of
‘their labours. Or, fuppofing the tindertaking fhould prove
abortive, they are fufficiently able to fuftain the lofs. That
. man is deferving of praife, who employs his fubftance in

‘fuch laudable purfuits, as according to his beft judgement
may be ufeful to the community, as well as to himfelf.

It would be of great advantage, both to the landlord and te-~
nant, if care was always taken to annex to the muirland farin
Tome low lying fields, of better pafture; as, where this is not
the cafe, the farmer is often obliged to fend his flock du-
ring the winter to a great diftance, which muft be attended
with inconvenience. Col. Eidingtoun of Gargunnock is
well provided in this refpet; a circumftance favourable to
his purpofe of rearing the Cheviot breed. The tenants of
the muir of Boquhan, in this parith, are alfo well accommo-

dated.
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dated. They pofleSs fome good pafture ground, immediately
below the hill, which adds much to the value of their farms,
both with refpe& to corivenience and profit. They are at
pains never to overftock thofe ﬁclds, in fummer; and the
Theep find abundant provifion in them, in winter. By this
means, the inuir is covered by the {heep which it has bred;
and the farmer fays, that fuch as have been thus reared at
Thome, turn out much better than thofe which he hath brought,
At any time, Troin other parts of the countty.

It-is feldom that any part of the muir is tultivated for raif<
ing grain. Attempts have been made this way, but moft fre-
quently with little or no Tuccefs. A few acres near the houfe of
“thé farmer, have been fown with oats or barley, but a good crop
‘was never expe&ed.. The foil and climate forbid the ufe of the
‘Plough. There are extenfive meadows ; which, after having
‘been covered with water in the winter, and had a little manure
“thrown upon the furface, produce abundance of excellent hay ;
and hay-making, which is generally in the month of Auguft,

8 the principal harveft.

The whole of the muir is without inhabitants, two familics
“¢xcepted, which poffefs that part of it belonging to General
Campbell of Boquhan. Gargunnock-miir; as has béen Rtat-
ed above, is in the hands of its own propriétor; but the other
‘divifions are fentcd by theep farmers in neighbouring pa-
rithes. To fefide at a diftance from the farm muft always
be attended with difadvantage. It is impoffible the neceflury
Attention can be given to the flock. Or, if the truft is com-
‘mitted to a thepherd, whofe vifits are only occafional, and who
‘cantiot be conftanitly at hand, efpecially amid the ftorms of
winter, Whén thuch excition is oftén requifite to fave the
4nimals ; it is cafy to fec the rifque muft be greater, than
when the mafter himfelf, or fome fuch interefted pcrfon, Te-
fides on the fpot.

The two muirland houfes have nothing in appearance to re-

commend
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commend them; and yet the low roof, the fort of door
which obliges a perfon for the fake of his head to make a pro-
found bow as he walks in, and the pitiful window, which
fcarcely affords him fufficient light to fhow him where he is,
arc inconveniencics foon forgotten, when he is placed by the
fire ide. The inhabitants though dwelling in a defert; have
_ acivility of manners which does them honour. An old fol-
dicr who came to their door, was kindly received, and conti-

nucd for years to make their houfe his home. All the return

they could expeét, was a little amufement in the winter even-

ings, while he rehearfed the ftory of fieges and battles.

If houfes for the entertainment of the public .cannot
be expeCted in a country that is thinly inhabited, this
difadvantage is fo much the lefs felt, that the people
are remarkable for hofpitality. There is a kindnefs to the
franger, which is feldom to be met with in larger and more
polifhed focicties. If thege is little ceremony, there is much
good will

In many places of the muir, there are roots of trees difcoe
vered, of a large Gize, from which it appears to have been
once a foreft; but now a tree cannot be difcerned. While -
afcending the hill, a little copfe-wood may be perceived upon
the edge of the rack, which the fheep cannot reach. .

The accefs to the muir is by nanow pafles called ballochs *.
General Campbell of Boquhan has, lately, at no {mall expence,
made an excellent road from the ford of Frew, to his muir-
land. This road, fix miles long, has opened up an eafy com-
munication with the low country. Carts can now approach

the heights to carry down peats, the fuel in common ufe, orto

receive the dung that would otherwifc be thrown into the wa-
ter,

# Balloch fignifics reed.
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ter. In forming this road he met with oppofition from the
tenants of the muir. The many advantages derived from it
have now cottected their miftakes and prejudices, in op-
pofing what was fo evidently intended for their benefit.

It is delightful to look down from the hills to the cultivated
plain below. The profpe& is extenfive and beautifully diver-
fifiede The windings of the Forth, the fertile valley, adorned
on beth fideswith the featsof the proprietors, and ftretching from
weft to eaft farther than the eye can reach; and the range of .
mountainous country on the north and fouth, ferving as a
wall to fhelter it from the ftorms, form altogether one of the
moft piturefque fcenes in Scotland. The beauty of the’
landfcape is greatly increafed of late, by the very extraordinary - )
improvements in the mofs of Kincardine, belonging to Mr-
Drummond; where many families, encouraged by the liberal-
terms held out to them by that gentleman, have fettled and-
live comfortably. As their number is daily increafing, and:
each family is bound to remove a certain portion of the mofs
yearly ; it is underftood, that the period is at no great diftance,
when upwards of a thoufand acres of carfe land will be added
to his eftate, while in the mean time thofe who clear the
ground of the mofs have an ample reward. The plan has
fucceeded beyond every expe&tation. There is no objet of
curiofity, in this part of the country, equal to the improve-
ments in the mofs of Kincardine,

The inhabitants of this parith look to the hills for figns of
the weather, and are feldom difappointed. The fetting fun,
fhining on the face of the mountain, indicates fair weather;
while the fudden falling of mift on the top of it, foon after.
he has arifen bright, i3 confidered as the fure mark of a rainy
day.

Several rivulets flowing from different quarters of the muir,
and at length uniting, form a fucceflion of cafcades, over

craggy
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craggy. precipices, which after heavy rains, ae {cen and heard
at a great ditance. The beft view of them is from the
rifing ground, at the weft end of the village of Gar-
gunnock.

~ Dryfields—The dryfields occupy the intermediate fpace,
between the muir and the carfe grounds. Their name fup-
pefes that they are not fubjeét to thofe floods, which frequent~
Iy cover the carfe, a flat low-lying country. Befides their
bgzing confiderably raifed above the level of the caxfe, and their
gradual afcent to the bottom of the hills, which makes it im-
poflibl for water to remain upon their furface ; they axe alfo
for the moft part of fuch a light fandy foil, as quickly abe
forbs the rain, and fhews the propricty of the name they
bear. .

The greatef} part of the dryficlds, yatil of late, lay wafte
apd wild, overrun with furze and broom, Few of them wexe
fubdivided or inclofed or cultirated in any confiderable degres.
Plaptations were not in ufc, and excepting on, the fides of the
glens, fcarcely any thing kike a tree was to be fcen. Bat now
it is quite a new fceng. Al the heritors have united in 3
regular plan of inclofing with dykes and hedges. Mapy,of the
wncultivated fpots ase covered with thriving plantations. The
eonqtzy is adorned and the fagms fheltered.

In giving fome account of the prefent ftat of the dryfields,
Baquhan, the property of Licut. John E. Campbell claims
pasticular attention, as his unwearied exertions,. in executing
an, extenfive plan of improvements fox thisteen ygars paft,
have beautified and enriched his lands, in a high, deguee.

The plan bas been carzicd on at an expence, exceeding at
times the rental of the eftate; and yet fuch expenditure is nat
lp&t, if by this means the valye of the grouad is propostion-

X aply
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ably increafed, and bread is given to the induftrious poor.
Fifty or fisty day labourers, and occafionally a greater number,
are employed in planting, hedging, draining, ditching, root-
ing out whatever might obftruék the plough, making good
roads from farm to farm, and fencing the young hedges and
 plantations againft injury from cattle, Twenty five pounds
“fterling per week, laid out in this manner, have not only
fertilized many wafte and barren fields, but have alfo aforded
the means of fubfitance to not a few families in the neigh-
bourhood. Every one muft have fome amufement, and there
are amufements which pleafe not on reflexion ; but, when
agricultural improvements are viewed merely in the light of
an amufement, (though they were attended with no other
advantage), it is cestainly onc of the moft rational that canbe
conceived, and to a generous mind it mult give real pleafure,
as every flep taken to cultivate the country, contribates to the
general advantage of the community.
. A pamphlet lately publithed by the General himfclf, en-
titled ¢ Notes refpeting the Situation and Improvements of
"% the Lands of Boquhan”, defcribes in a lively, entertaining,
intrultive manner, the change produced on the dryficlds,
fincexhey came into his poffcflion.

Thefe improvements may not appear fo firiking to thofe
who faw their commencement, and have been accuftomed to
obferve their progrefs from day to day, as they muft to every
one, who may now return to Boquhan, after an abfence of
feveral years. Strangers, as they pafs along, are charmed
with the fcene,’and furvey at leifure that rich varicty of
natural and astificial beauty which furrounds them.

There is only one thing regretted, by fome of the inhabi-
tants. It was neceffary, to pull down a confiderable number
of cottages. Three or four fmall farms arc thrown into one,
by which means, the population of the dry fields is diminifh-

Vor. XVIIL N ) ed;
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ed: but when it is confidered that the lands are now cultivat-
ed to much better purpofe than formerly, that they are doubly
fruitful, and that wherever a family is poflefled of a few
acres only, even the neceflarics of life muft be procured
with difficulty; when to this it is added, that fuch perfons
find no worfe fubfiftence as diy-labourers, than as tenants of
what do not merit the name of farms, it muft be owned,
that the method which is now almoft univerfally adopted, of
having fewer tenants, but larger farms, is of advantage to
the country, while it is attended with no permanent lofs to
any individual.

Better houfes are alfo obtained, than could be expeéted
were the farm to confift of little more than twelve or twenty
acres. And this muft uniformly be the cafe, wherever farms
are extenfive, and let to fubftantial tenants; as when one
farm-houfe only is required, where three or four perhaps
were formerly neceffary, the farmer will be better accommo-
dated, in every refped, in a ftyle of elegance unknown in
former times, and with lefs expence to the landlord.

Dr Moir of Leckie, whofe lands are fituated eaftward of
Boquhan, has afo commenced a plan of improvement, in the
dry fields, by inclofing and planting fuch fpots of ground, as
arc but little adapted to cultivation. When the gentleman,
whom he lately fucceeded, came to the cftate, it was incum-
bered with. heawy debts. He inftantly refolved, that his ine
come whatever it might be, fhould exceed his expenditure,
until he gave every one his own. He lived long enough to
fee his laudable purpofz fulfilled. The plan he had laid
down, however, made him unwilling to engage in any expen-
five fcheme of improvement; and when the period at length
artived, which brought him the accomplifhment of his withes,
he was then fo far advanced in life, as to find no enjoyment
in pur{uits which.require all the vigour and activity of -youths

. . On




On this acceunt, it muftbe acknowledged, that the lands of
Leckic are far behind fome other eftates in the parith, with
refpe& to thofe elegant improvements, which ufually diftin-
guifh the refidence of men of fortune and tafte.

The prefent proprietor has already done much to remedy
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this defe@, and laft year, more than double the ufual num-~ -
ber of labourers was employed. The place is beginning to -

aflume a new afpe@®. A garden is to be immediately formed,
in a ficld very favourable for foil and expofure ; and when
the family make the houfe of Leckie their ftated abode,
which it is expe&ted will foon happen,_ there is every reafon
to belicve that rapid progrefs will be made in many other
ufeful and ornamental improvem.ents.

About a mile to the eaftward of Leckie,.the road from‘»

L4

Stirling to Dumbarton pafles over a rifing ground, and there .-
the dryfields of the barony of Gargunnock are viewed to ad= -
vantage. The fpetator is charmed with the profpe&. The .

cafcades from the hills, the glens covered on each fide, fome

with natural wood, and others with regular plantations, the .

village, the church and manfe, the chimney tops of Gargun-
nock-houfe juft difcerned above the wood, the well drefled
ficlds, fome for pafture, and others for crops of various kinds,
and all inclofed with dykes and hedges in excellent repair,
form altogether a very fine landfcape. The inclofures how-
eves, which ar¢ immediately under the hill, and have been

long in pafture, are over-run with furze and broom, which

arc almoft their only praduce;: when not cultivated for feve-
ral years. Ficlds of this nature, it has been faid by theep-
farmers, are cxcecdingly ufeful in the winter, as the fheep
feed on furze. But as ficlds in grafs are fuperior in every
refpec, the proprictor has begun to clear away this kind of
fhrubbery. Buarning or rooting out furze and broom, does
net anfwer fo well, as cutting them a little above the furface

N2 of
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of the ground. The root foon withers and dies. Nothing
however can do the bufinefs fo effeCually, as the plough; and
when the grounds are again thrown into pafture, the cattle
will prevent them from relapfing into their formcr wild ftate,
for a long courfe of years.

" Gargunnock-houfe, now the feat of Col. Eidingtoun, ftands
on an elevated fituation, near where the dry-ficlds are united
to the carfe ; and commands an extenfive profpe&. Though
of an irregular figure, it contains good accommodation for a
genteel family. Some parts of it are evidently of ancient
date. On the eaft wing, there is a fort of tower, which
gives it a dignified afpe&t on that quarter ; and until a few
. years ago, there was a high wall, and ftrong gate in front of
it, which indicated that it was defigned as a place of firength.
It is probable the Peel, which was at a'little diftance, having
been abandoned, or fallen into decay, it became neceflary
that the manfion of Gargunnock fhould be fo conftrued,
as to become a place of fafety to its inhabitants, .

" ‘The barony of Gurgunnock, for near a century paft, be-
Tonged to the family of Ardkindlas; and the late Sir James
€ampbell, whofe memory will be long dear to the parifh,
having refided chiefly here, was at great expence, in making
improvements both on the houfe, and the adjoining fickds.
The removal of the wall and gate, marked the manners of
the times. The garden and orchard, which were immediate.
1y under the windows, were alfo removed ; high grounds were
Tevelled; an addition was made to the houfe, in 2 modern
ftyle: A floping bank was formed on the eaft and fouth,
where the garden formerly was, and where fheep now feed ;
and from the high road, to which ke gave a new dire&ion,
an approach was made to the houfe, far fuperior to any in
this part of the country.

The
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* The houfe of Gargunnock has acquired an additional gran-
deur, from the fine front built by Col. Eidingtoun in fummer
Iaft.

There is one general remark to be made, refpefting the
dryficlds. No portion of them is now allowed to lic ne-
gle@ed. They are almoft entirely inclofed throughout their
whole extent, to the bottom of the mountain; and the heri-
tors vie with cach other, in decorating and fertilizing this
part of their property.

Carfe.—Etymologifts explain this word, as fignifying rich
or fertile. This account is juftified by fa&t, for fuch lands,
when properly cultivated, produce luxuriant crops. About
forty ycars ago, the carfe grounds lay almoft in a ftate of
nature, unprofitable to the landlotd, for it was difficult to
find men who would venture to poffefs them. Bad roads,
fields uninclofed, the ftiffnefs of the foil, ignorance of that kind
of farming which is fuited to the carfe, prefented great diffi
cilties when any attempt was made towards improvement.
But now it is aftonifhing to obferve the effets of better huf-
bandry. The rivulets flowing from the hills, through the
carfe, have been confined. within their proper channel, fo as
to prevent the overflowing of the fields, exceptigg upon very
rare occafions, after exceflive rains ; many of the farms are
fenced with hedges, in a thriving condition; the old divifion
of the lands into outfield, and infield has been abolifhed.
The pra&ice of liming is followed, with great fuccefs ; a re-
gular rotation of crops has been almoft univerfally adopted ;
and from 4 thiltings ferling per acre, there has been of late
a rife to upwards of a guinea, and in‘'fome inftances, to 30
fhillings fterling.

The whole carfe it is belicved, was originally under water.
Beds of fhells, fimilar to thofe which are now in the Frith of

Forth,
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Forth, have been difcovered in feveral places. This feems to
juftify the opinion, that the carfe has, at fome diftant period,
been gained from the fea. In latcr times, it was covered
with what has been called the Caledonian foreft; at leaft it
is certain, that when the Romans were in this neighbourhood,
the carle was fillcd with trees of a large fize, which they cut
down, to diflodge the Scottifh army that took refuge there.

The carfe property of Mr Graham, an heritor of this pa=
rifh, ftill goes by the name of Micklewood, which evidently re=
fers to a former period of its hiftory : For although there are
fome uncommonly fine trees, chiefly oaks, near his houfe,
which muft have been there for fome centuries, Micklewood
undoubtedly fignifies a wood tuch more extenfive, than can
pow be difcerned in this country. The probability is, that not
only the whole carfe of this and the neighbouring parithes,
but the dry-ficlds alfo were a foreft; as large roots of trees,
which are manifeftly of very ancient date, are every where
found, efpecially on the fides of the glens.

It appears that after the foreft was cut down, what is now
called carfe, became mofs. Not long ago, about two acres
ftill remained in this fituation, in the carfe of Boquhan, to
thew what the whole once was; and at the prefent day, there
are upwards of 1000 acres of mofs, in the carfe of Blair-
drummond, % the parith of Kinkardine, direitly north of
the lands of Micklewood. This mofs, as has been mentioned
above, is daily diminithing. ‘Trees of extraordinary bulk are
found init. The trunk feparated from the root, and lying
at a little diftance, with the marks of the ax upon it, ptoves
not only the exiftence, but the cutting down of the foreft.
Upon this the mofs gradually grew ; fcarcely any part of it is
deeper than another.  The cleared grounds are on a level with
the ficlds in culture around them, and fo fertile is the land thus
won {rem the mofs, that after burning the furface, it bears

plentiful
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plentiful crops of oats, for feveral years, without any fort of
manure. ’

The proprictors of Boquhan and Micklewood are the only
heritors of diftin@ion who refide in the carfe ; and their houfes
and plantations appear beautiful from the heights. The ve-
nerable oaks of Micklewood, attrat the attention of every vi-
fitor. Nor can we omit to mention the row of firs, where
herons, time immemorial, have built their nefts, and brought
forth their young. Thefe firs of Micklewood are the only
trees of the kind in the parith to which they refort, and Mr
Grahamallows thofe trees to remain chicfly on their account.

. All the roads in the carfe (excepting that of Boquhan and

Micklewood), are fo extremely bad, that during the rainy
feafons they are almoft impaffible. At fuch times, carts
cannot be ufed. Every thing muft be carried on horfeback,
and even in this way it is with difficulty that the bufincfs
is accomplithed. When the farmers are fpoken to indivi-
dually upon the fubje&, they are conftantly complaining of
their roads, and feerh anxious to affift in repairing them. But
no one choofes to fet about the work alone. When the time is
convenignt forone, it i; inconvenient for another. Fair weather
comes, the road is dry and firm, and the matter drops.
In fhort the proverb holds trgc 3 “ What is cvery body’s bufi-
¢ nefs is no body’s.” Yy .

The beft way would be, that the landlord fhould make good
roads to all the farms, and affefs the tenants for the interett of
what money may be expended. This mode would be accept-
able to them all, and of great advantage to the proprietor ; as
when leafes expire, eafy accefs to the farm will be atways one
of its moft- powerful recommendations,

The houfes on the earfe farms are not good. There are
two circumftances which muft always prevent them from be-
ing fo. The firft is, the farms are fmall, fome twenty, and few

more
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'rhore than ferty acres.' Can good houfes be expe@ed in fuch
cafes ? - The fecond is, the houfe is built by the temamt
“who is only iffowed fome tinber by the landlord. It it of
‘confequence fitted up as fuperficiilly as poffible. If it fermes
‘the purpofe 6f a dwelling’ during the ' currency: of the
“leafe, nothing mere is expe&ted. For thefe  resfons,
it feems probable, - that farm houfes will be mewn.and un-
comfortable, wherever they are built ut the expence of ten-
ants of a few acres. Upon the farm of Redhall; in.this pa-~
rith, confifting of roo arres of catfe and as much of dryficld,
the property of Mr Seton of Touch, theve has:been.lately
built an exceeding good houfe of two floors and with z:flate
roof and handfome offices, at the expence of the proprictor.
- "Such houfes, though for the prefent:expenfive, laft for ages,
‘without the neceffity of thofs repairs,  which are inceflantly:ce-
~quired for thofe thagched cottages of :half-fone and half clay,
swwhich begin to teoay almoft-asdoon.as: they are reased; It
Is to be ‘acknewledged, however, that-pnot as the carfs koufes
" ftill atey they are miuch better :thar they were twenty years
“‘dgo. They confift at lsaft of two:apartments, cach haviag
"a chironey 2nd 2plevable window: - Nor are the cattle mow
%'pérmitted” ds formdrly, ‘to. pmey at the fame door with the
*“Fanily, -1fthe Junghilly whichiin many jnftances js &ill in
~“fronit -of "the - houfe, ! were’ rpméwed 1o a. proper -difiance
‘behind :t, ﬂns would! h: hno:hcr fiép to cleanlinclk and
Ixealﬁx. . LI SR ST S ST S R
' : o 1 D CLE . C,
Soil.—There are few ficlds, either dryfeld or casfe, uniforma
1y of the fame foil..: ITn*the dryfields.the foil is chiedly light
and fandy, not unfrequently.with z red tilly bottom: but in
fome places’ it sis a tich loam, refembling the low or fla
grounds on the banks of the Forth: In the carle these isolay
of aH colours, but ‘bluc is the moft prevalent, . which is alfo
S | ’ the
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the beft in quality. In a dry fpring feafon, after an open
winter, the clod is fo hard, that there is great labour and fa-
tigue before the harrows can make any impreflion. A good
deal of froft in winter, and occafional fhowers in fpring, are
favourablée to the carfe; but, if there has been little froft, or,
if there is great drought after it is ploughed, the clay becomes
impenctrable as the rock, and it is not without much toil
that the feed is covered. The nearer the banks of the Forth,
the land becomes fo much the more pliable. The clay mixt
with gravel and fand, form thofe rich flat ficlds on the fides
of the river, which are in high repute both for corn and

pafture.

Farming.—~The method of farming now generally obferved,
proves its fuperiority by its effcfts, while new attempts are
made from year to year, by thofe of fpirit and enterprize in
the way of farther improvement, The ufe of lime to the
amount of 8 chalders per acre in the carfe, and § in the dry-
ficlds, and the fyftem of having a regular rotation of crops in
every ficld, are the chief circumftances which have produced
the very material difference betwixt the prefent and the for-
mer quantity of grain in the parith. It is no unufual thing
now to find 10 bolls of wheat or barley upon an acre, which
once produced almoft nothing but thiftles. The carfe is fown
with wheat, beans, barley, and gra(s feeds, and after hay bas
been cut for two years, the field is next in eats, but in {fome
places pafturing is preferred, as it contributes much to
enrich the ground.

The late Mr Graham of Micklewood, who had a thorough
knowledge of farming, and who pointed-out the way to the im«
provement of the carfe, fcrupuloufly obferved the following
rotation of crops, as what he judged the beft, and exprefsly
appointed a pasticular farm to be fo cyliivated in all time

Vor. XVIIL (0] coming ;
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coming; perfuaded that experience would. prove the excel~
lence of hig-plan. A-farm, faid he, ought to confift of twelve
mfclofures, and'-be managed as follows. Summer fallow,
wheaty beans, barley, hay, pafture. three years, oats, beans,
barley, odts, fummer fallow, &c. This order is found to ané
fwer fo well, that the farm . of Woodyett which exally obe
férves it, hasstways a better crop than any other in the parifh.
The thiree years pafture is the chief thing which diftins
giilbes his plan, dnd probably contributes moft to give it
full effeét.
- The wheat arid barley land for the following year, is bes
gun to be ploughed about the end of harveft; and, if the
weather is at all favourable, the whole of this bufinefs is con-
cluded before the winter fets in. Wheat is fown about the
iddle of September, thereafter, when the field has been
ploughed five or fix times. The lee intended for oatsy is
ploughed diring the wister months, if the weather permits.
Beans dre fown about the enid of February, and beginning of
March, although m a-climate fo inconftant as ours, the feed
time is uncertfin. Beans fown and ploughed down on the
gth’ of Jamuary produced dne of the beft crops perhaps we
evér faw,; and {o wet was the ground a few years ago, that it
wib not till the 6th day of April that any feed was fown. in
this counery. The efual tinlé for fowing oats is from the
goth' of March to the end of April. The barley is fown after
this, and the laft in order, though not the leaft profitable, is
the turnip, a fpecics of hufbandry introduced of late by fome
of the heritors, in which the tenants do not feem difpofed to
follow their example.

Beans are not fown in the dryfields, as the foil is not fufs
ficiently ftrodg to bear a crop of this nature. Peas are fome-
times tried to advantage, but for the moft part they run to

firaw, without grain. The rotation of crops in the. dryficlds
1 is
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is commanly this; oats for two years in fuccoflion, and hasley
the third year with grafs feeds, hay for.two yeass, and paf.
ture for threc.or four. Potatoes are alfo raifed:in confideras
able quamnnitics, and there io.not a crop 0. which she foil. iy
better fuited. The return is very encouraging. A boll and.a,
half, and often two bolls are -digged where one peck was
planted. ‘Some lay the fets in drills, which undoubtedly id
the beft way, as by this means the rows are diftant froin each,
other near 2 feat, the plough can be ufed ,.among them,
throughout the fummer, and while this anfwers cvery pura
pofe of fummer fallaw, the earth is raifed about their rovts,
which makes thein .dry and mealy, and promotes vegetations
A ficld in potatoes is a fine preparation for wheat or.barleya
None of the red kind dre here ufed, excepting the: yam,
which grows to-a very largc fize,. and affords good . .food, fox
cattle. ' . L ' 'y

The carfe famers are careful to- psoourghq:fes of fupquox
$ze and firesigthe.  For the mofl part the ploughing, ‘fnmm
fallow excepted, is condulted with -two -hotfes, withour s
driver. (Four muft at vimes be employed in fummer fallow,
ing. Lefs progrels perhaps may be made with two hol:fcs
than with four,” but the work. i3 better dope, as two pro-
perly trained, and acquainted with the pleughman’s voice,
will. proceed with moze’ fleadinefs, and in.a,ftraighter diregy
tion than four, drawing unequally,. mim}udchnﬂyzdmcg
by dn igworant boy, . - I

- ;3 wach farm there.is a field ‘in whcat, well drcﬂ'cd an&
frned. Tt has been found that dung is more advantageans to
the wheat than lime, and feveral farmers now give lime taths
bartley-fields, and dung to the wheat. .One of them this year
gave the wheat ficld a part of bath, and the geturn. js
Juxuriant. -

Laft year, not quite An acre and a h3lf of the mmxﬁcr‘ﬂ

02 glebe,
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glcbe, which had been in pafture for three preceding feafons,
was ploughed only once about the end of O&tober, and fown
with wheat without lime or manure of any kind, and the crop
produced L. 2¢:11:6. On boll was fown and fifteen were
reaped. '

The hufbandman is at pains to find good feed for his lands.

If the fame grain is inceflantly ufed it foon degenerates. This
defet is remedied fometimes by exchanging that of the carfe,
for what grew in the dryfield. But the chief improvement
this way is the introduction lately of the early red oats from
the fouth, which produces more meal, and ripens almoft a
month fooner than any other known in this- country, . This
‘promifes to bz a great acquifition to thofe whofe crops are
frequently in danger from a late and a wet harveft. - -
. The drill hufbandry 'is not' prallifed hers. Attempts
were made to introduce it at Boquhan, and premiums were
‘offered by the proprietor to the tenants who fhould ufe it fuc-
cefefully. Some had not the fpirit to engage ia it, and thofc
who began had not patience to perfevere.

" Great improvemient is made in the art of ploughing. Prizes
are annually given by the gentlemen in the neighbourhood to
thofe who excel, and the young men eagerly contend for this
honour. The old Scottifh plough is moft generally in ufe,
‘but Small’s is beginning to be in great repute. The old
‘plough is frequently made by the farmers themfelves, and at
little expence, which is an almoft irrefiftible argument in its
‘favour.

* The thrething machine whith hbndges the labour, and en-
‘ables the farmer to prepare his grain with great fpeed for the
mar’kef, ‘is new fet up, not only by fome of the heritors, but
alfo by fuch of the tenants #s have large farms. This is
“acknowledged to be onc of the moft ufeful inftruments of

hulbandry, "that has ever been invented. It has no other in-
CODVCDICHCC,
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sonveniencey _than that when 2 great quantity is threfhed oug
at.once, the flraw is lefs realind by the cattle, than whcn
it is fyefh from the flail. ‘ "

Kilns, with heads made of ca&-n'on, in wluch twclvc Qsz
of oats can be dried in the courfe of 6 hours, have been builg
bt year, by the chicf heritors. Care moft be taken net to

‘over-heat them, and to turn the grain often, as in fome. ig
fances where thefe precautions were .ncgleéed, the wholg
has been loft. N

- The farmer juftly complains of - the heavy tax, which. bcau
the name of multure. It is indeed a real oppreflion, when
many of the farms are bound to pay the miller the cleventh
peck of meal, and in fome cafes, a fimilar quantity of beansg,

. and barley.: The tenants of Leckie are now free from this
:bondage. The'miln is in the hands of the proprietor, and
arable-dand is-afleffed ar the rate of one fhilling fterling per
acre for defraying every neceflary .cxpence, to which the
tenants have chearfully fubmitted.

It would be of great benefit to the. conntry, if all that va-
riety:of fervice ufually demanded by herjtars, befidgs. the pro-
per rent, were relinquithed,- Great inconvenience arifes from

..the obligation to. which the tenants are fubjefted; ta pay
fowls, to drive coals, peats and dung; and in hary'cﬁ, to
cut down the proprictor’s,grain. By being thus in a ftate of
requifition, the tenant is often incapable of a't,tcnding‘tg his
own affairs. On fome very important occafions, the opportu-
nity on his own farm is loft, and never returns.

There is an eftablithed market in Stirling, for all forts of
grain, to which the neighbouring farmers refort; and they
find a ready fale. The price is ufually regulated by the
Edinburgh and Haddington markets. .

The whole fecret of farming, feems to ly in preferving the
land-dry and clean, in obferving a regular rotation of crops,

taking
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taking care not to impoverifh the foil, and to be feldom from
home, efpecially in feed-time and harveft, ready to feize the
favourable opportunity when it occurs. ¢ The hand of the
« diligent maketh rich”.

Population.—1t appears that there has been little variation in
the populatian of the parith, fot many years. The cotton.mijls
at Balfron and Down, and the great demagd at Glafgow a few
years ago, for weavers, mafons, and day-labourers, confidgra-
bly diminifhed the number of fquls.in this parith. The hope of
regulas, employment, and hetter wages, enticad feveral fmilies
to f{ettle in thofe places;. where the young and the old were conn
ftantly occupied. By the late ftagnation of trade, however,
many have been obliged to return to their former occupatipns.

Additions made to fome farms, and the {pirit of improve-
ment prevailing among the heritars, which has led them to
keep a.great part of their lands in theiz.own poffeflion, have
banithed many imhabitants from the.dryfislds, shete the
ruins of gottages are frequendy to be met with; but in the
mean time, the village of Gargunnock, which in the memo-
ry of fome ttill alive, confifted only of 3 or 4 houfes, now
contains about:4e0 fouls.

Number of fouls - 830 Perfons above 8o years of
Mules - - 403 age | - - 2
Females - = = 427 Do. betwixt 70and80 ¢
Families - - 178 Do. betwixt 6oand 70 8
Belonging to the Eftablith- Do. botwixt 50 and6o 83
ed chirch -~ = 808 Do. betwixt g0and 50 78

Epifcopalians - 3 Do. betwixt 3oand g0 104
Seceders - - 14 Do. betwixt 20and 30 147
Relief fociety - - ~ 2 Do. betwixt 10and 20 182
Cameronians - « 3 Do. Underio - 167

Total 830

The
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The population of this parith in 1755, was 956

In 1793, itis

- 830

Sttt

‘The number of fouls diminithed =~ - 126

Y7,

Heritdrs 8, clergyman 1, fchoolmafter 1, ftudents 2, far-
mers §5, weavers 10, fhoemakers 2, taylors 7, mafons 3,
wrights 4, baker 1, innkeepers 3, fmiths 4, cooper 1, day-
labourers 28, carriers to Edinburgh and Glafgow 2, widowers
11, widows 38, batchelors above forty 8, unmirricd women
above forty 9, men-fervants 94, and nmaid-fervants 62,

-

Regifier of Marriages.
Ne. Ne.
A.D. 1744—10 A.D. 1784— 8
1745— 6 1785— ¢
1746— 8 - 1786— 9
1747— 6 1787~ §
1748— 8 1788— §
$749~—13 178y—10
1750— 17 1790— 9
1751—14 1791—10
17§2—12 ° 1792—12
1753— 4 ~ 1793—1x
Yearly average — 8 - 8

Regifler
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Regifter of Baptifms.

No. ) No. . No.
A.D.i639—25 A.D.1744—36 A.D.1784—24
1640—135% 1745—28 ., 1785—23
1641—33 . 1746—19 1786—20
31642—28 1747—32 1787—22
1643—35 1748—48 1788—19
1644—27 . 1749—31 1789—20
1645—39 1750—36 1790—26,
1646—26 1751—30 C1791—1I14
1647—22 1752—32 1792—1§
1648—26 1753 —36. 1793—20
Yearly average—29 - - —34 - o =20

Regifler of Deaths.—No corre& account can be given of the
number of deaths, in this parith; as not a few of the inhabit=
ants have their burying greund in other parifhes, and it is only
when the mort cloth is required, which only happens when
the funeral is in the parith-burying ground, that the death is in-
ferted in the regifter. The tax on bapti{ms and deaths was paid
reluctantly. The one on marriages did not occafion fo much
alarm, although it was thought fome kind of reward ought
rather to have been offered by the legiflature, to thofe who
entered regularly into that connexion. All have agreed, that
there is'wifdom in' the repeal of thofe taxes.

Poor,—The number of poor who receive a ftated monthly
allowance from the Parochial funds, is fixteen, all of whom,
one excepted, refide in the village. It is ufual alfo, in the
winter feafon, to give occafional fupplies of meal and coals,

< ' to
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to families whe may be in difficult circumftances, but whofe
names are not on the poar’s roll.

There is now no aflefiment for their maintenance. This
has been unneceflary for fome years paft, as fupphes abun-
dantly fufficient have been obrained another way.

George Moir, Efq. of Leckie, now deceafed, generoufly
added 100 guineas to the poor’s ftock in 1788. Being of
the Scotch Epifcopal communion, he feldom atténded the
Bftablifked church. He faw-however, and he had the hu-
manity to acknowledge, that the poor of the parifh fuffered a
Jofs, by his abfence ; and when he gave the fum above mene
‘tioned, he faid, ¢ he was only paying what he owed them.”
It is to be wifhed, that wealthy heritors who either do not
refide npon their eftates, or who are too much in the habit of
being abfent from church, would imitate h:m, in this inftance,
and confider the cafe of the poor, who muft fuftain a lofs,
when thofe in affluent cxrcn;n{tancea withpol t.benr weekly
collections at the church. The ch'? rei’ourcc for fup-
plying the poor id this ppnih, and in almoﬁ every yanﬂx m_‘
Scotland, arifcs from Eh; col]c&nons mﬂdc at the church on
the Lord’s day. e

At the fame time, ‘there"are perhaps few pountry pmﬁles
in Scotland, whére there is more ample provnﬁ‘on for the ne~
ceffities of the poor, thafi in Cargunnock. > The ca) 1tai‘ fock
belonging to the K:rf Scﬂion, amoums to‘L 365 S’tcrl"“ g
the intereft of whxéfn togethcr with ﬂle coﬂc&xons, mort-
cloth-monag, the fecs paid at marnages, bapufms, &c. af-

- ford the widow, and the fatherlefs, the aged and infirm, a
confiderable portion of the neceffarics of life *. _

Vot. XVIIL E A The
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® An addition was made to the funds of - the poor in 1784, by a very
fingular circumftance. Two old women, fifters, who lived in the village of
Gargunnock, had for many years, every appeatance of extreme indigeacey
theugh
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The care of the poor is laid on the Kirk Seffion. A com-
mittee is appointed to enquire into the circumftances of thofe
who petition for fupply ; and more or lefs is granted, accovd-
ing as the cafe feems to require. Few have lefs than half a
crown per month 3 while, four, five, fix, and in fome cafes, -
even ten fhillings are diftributed to thofe, who are abfolutely

helplefs. A perfon muft refide in the parifh, at leaft threo
* years, before he can be entitled to the public charity.

- Nao public begging is allowed. We are often harraffed by
vagrants from other places; but shey are not permitted to ac-
quire 2 refidence in the parith. One feldom gives them any
thing, without having caufe to repent it. They fpend every
thing they receive at the firft ale-houfe; and for the reft of
the day they become a public nuifance. The conftables are
called, who fce them out of the parith; but this docs not
operate as a punifhment, while they are ftill at liberty. It
would be of great advantage, if in every parith, there was
fome place of confinement far people of this defcription, to
keep them in awe, when they might be inclined-to difturb
the peace of the town, or of the neighbourhood. .

: S Church,

though withest making any appliration for affiftance from the parih. ©Ono
of them at laft, applicd to be received oan the poor’s lift; and as no doubt
" was cntertained of her povcrtg, fthe rccclud four fhillings per month. She
died about fix months aftér the commencement of her penfion. ©On cxamin-
ing her bed-cloaths, one purft (of gold and Glver), was found after another,
tilh the fum amounted to upwards of forty pounds fterling. Seme old chefts
and barrsls were found QRored with beef, megl, cheefe, and various other
kinds of pmiﬁon.; and it was evident that, sbe poor wemes had lived in great
afflugnce. The relations of the deceafed, on hearing of the difcovery, came
from a diftance, to lay claim to her effets. But according to the fettled
rule of the parifh, fhe had bequeathed all her effe@s to the poor, at the
time fhe was reccived on the poor’s lift. One half was allowed to be the
property of the fiftgr, who had seceived no penfion from the parih. The
othet
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Chureh, tc.~The church was rebuilt in 1774, is very
neatly fitted up, and in excellent repair. On the top of the
eaft gable, there is the figure of a crofs, and on the weft,
that of a crefcent, Thefe were upon the gables of the old
church, and have been replaced upon the new. This might
bave .given offcnce a century agos but the people are now
wifer than to quarrel with a ftone of any fhape or appear-
ance. :

The manfe, which was built for a bachelor, is too fmall
for the accomodation of a family. Few houfes of the kind,
however, are more pleafantly fituated.. There is a good gar-
gen. The foil and expofure are fo favourable, that crops
-and fruits, of various kinds, are reaped from it earlier than
from any other in the parith. The ftipend is about L. 80
fterling, with a glebe of 6 acres. Col. Eidingtoun, the pro=
_prictor of the eftate of Gargunnock, is the patron.

Parifp School.~The fchool-houle is fitusted on a tifing
ground, at the weft end of the village. It his two floors,
the furft for the fchool, the fecond for the habit.tion of the
fchool-mafter. During the winter feafon, there may be 50
or 6o fcholars; and yet the whole income, including falary,
perquifites as Seffion«clork, and f¢hool fees, fcarcely amounts
annually to L. 16. The reading of Englifh is taught for a
merk Scots per quarter, writing and arithmetic for 2 fhillings 3
fees, which are by no means adequate to the troublefome
tafk of the mafter. When a man decently qualified fubmits
to the drudgery of training up children in feveral importane
branches of education, common fenfe muft revolt at the ideg

P2 of

other half became the property of the Kirk Seffion, to the great mortification
of the relations; who certainly deferved this difappointment, as they had
taken no nvtice of the decealed, while fhe lived,

'
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of his being in 2 worfe fituation than the day-labourer. It is
hoped fomething will be done for a better provifion to the
mafters of parith-fchools.

Village.—The village, confifting of about 9o houfes, chicfly
of one floor, and thatched, is fituated on the fide of a hill,
part of the barony of Gargunnock. The military road from
Stirling to Dumbarton, paffes through it. The beft inn upon
the road is here, few houfes of that kind are kept- in fuch.
good order. It is kept remarkably clean and nea¢, a cixéums
ftance not very common in houfes of the fame defcription.

Each inhabitant has a fmall garden. The one half of
the property belonging to the village was fued out about fifty
years ago, at the rate of 20 fhillings fterling per acre, the o=
ther half at a later period was fued at 408. There is no kind
of trade 6r manufalture in the village; not even a grocery
fhop that deferves the name. Supplies of all the peceffary”
articles are got from Stirling weekly, Or by carriers from
Edinburgh or Glafgow. There arc fome weavers, taylors;
and fhoemakers, and the other inhabitants ave chicfly day
Iabourers.

Much inconvenience arofe feom the want of a furgeon, but
this is now removed. Dr. Mbir of Leckie the firft heriton,
and a gentleman of great eminence in his profeflion, is ever
ready to give his advice and affiftance to the villagers without
a fee. 'There is no writer or attorney among them. When
any difpute arifes, -which is very feldom, it is cither fettled by
‘the Minifter, or by Mr Grahauv of Micklewood, a juftice of
the peate, in whofe judgement pastics acquicfce.

Antiquities.—~A little fouthward of the village, there is 2
conical height called the Kier-hill, which is evidently aruﬁ-

cial, and feems to have been a military work. There are re-
maml
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pmains of a ditch or rampart of a circular form, which proves
that it is not of Roman drigin. It is probably of later date;
and appears to have been the place from which Sir William
‘Wallace fallied forth on the night when he took by furprize
the Pecl of Gargunnock.

In one of the dryficlds of Boquhan, fome pieces of brafs
armour and points of fpears were found a few years ago by
a tepant, when digging for limeftone. A great quantity of hue
man bones were alfo difcovered in the fame fpot, the remains
probably of the flain at the battle of Ballochleam, which was
fought in the adjoining ficlds.

There is no obje& of natural cunoﬁty in this parith equal
to the glen of Boquhag. The road made on the eaft fide
by the prefent proprictor, leads to a moft romantic view.
But, if a perfon has leilure and perfeverance to defcend and
walk along the bottom of the glem, at the field of Old-hall,
he will be furprized at every ftep,-with a fccae perfeilly wild,
as though nature were in ruins.

Local Difodvantages.~This parith is fituated on the northy
fide of the hill. In the higher parts of the dryficlds, the fun,
is mot feen during the winter months.- Coal muft be brought
‘from Banuockburn, 10 miles diftant ; for although mazks of
coal can be obferved in feversl places within the parifh, no atm,
tempds have been made to difbover it.  The tenants on the
banks of the Forth have boats, but thefe in their prefent fate,
are found inconvenicnt. and dangerous, for hoslos and loaded
carts. A bridge is much wanted.near the lands of Mickles
wood. The one at the ford of the Frew, does not fufR.
ciently accommodate the inhabitants of a tral of fertile
country, for many miles on both fides of the river. -

Roade.
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Roads,~The military road from Stitling to Dumbaston,
made betwixt 30 and 40 years ago, and whith pafies through
the centre of this parith, is now by A& of Parliament to have
a new line of dire&tion, and to be made a turnpike road. It
is hoped the truftees will confine the exercife of their power
to what is immediately ufeful and neceflary. Any alterations
in order to avoid heights, or to leflen the diftance, where that
can be convenicently done, would be readily fubmitted to by
all, fram the evident advantage refulting from them. But,
if new lines of confiderable length are propofed, where the
grounds muft be p_urchafcd and re-inclo_fcd; or, if the road
fhall be fo formed as to render plantations and improvements
ufelefs, which have been carrying on for years in the faith
that the prefent line of road was to be pexmanent ;. if it fhall
be fo direted, as to abandon a number of thriving villagea, or
fo unneceflarily widened as to break.inupon many beautiful
Jrips of planting, by which means a debt muft be incuryed
that can only be repaid by a heavy.toll on the grain, the coal
and the lime, it is doubtful, whether the good or. the evil of
fuch altérations would :preponderate. The, truftees have no
intereft but to a& for the general advantage of the country, .
and there is no reafon to doubt that this will be the obje& of
their chief attention.

Game, {'c.~In this, pan(h there are.the beath-fowl, hares,
and partridges.
. The commencement of partridge fhooting, as carly acthc
beginning of September, is very often a caufe of their fcarcity,
as the tenants.atg teropted to, deftroy the eggs for the fake of
the crops, which are fometimes much injured by the fpostf-
men and dogs.
The cleft of Ballochleam is ftill remarkable for the hawks,
4 for
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for which ‘it was in great requeft in former times, when fal-
conty was in fathion.

A crow perfe@ly white, was found laft fpnng on a tree at
Boquhzn

- “The farmer faffers a real lofs by flocks of pigeons which
cover ‘his fields in feed time, and make frequent vifits to his
wheat before it is cut down; and thinks a tax on pigeon houfes
vrould be a wife meafure.

' Difeafes.~Rheuttiatifm, fevers, confumptions, are the chicf
diforders of the more aged inhabitants, and the fmall-pox, the
meafles, and hooping cough, of the young. Not a few are
affliCted with'the fcrophula, but the people have little con-
ception of its effefts on their pofterity. There is fill an un-
lucky prejudice againft'innoculating for the ' fmall-pox, while
‘the people have' a iftrong iticlination“to" frequent the houfe
‘where the difeifé exifts, not percexving, that by doing fo they
communitate the infeétion to their childrer i effe&ullly, and
x thoufand timesmore fatally than by the lancet. - Dr. Moir
nndetrlates gratis, and ‘has had confiderable influence in re-
¢onciling the comimon people'to a pra@ice, which God it his
providence hath rentirkably blefféd for the prcfenatwn of the
human race.

It is difficult to detetmxne whether the carfe or the dryfield,
&e moft favourable to health. ' Some Bave lived to 4 great
age in both; but it is certain, that as the tenants of the carfe
have the gréatelt-thare of labour, fo they feem moft capable
of enduring it ; and if a gredter degree of -labour.fupported

" with vigour indicates- health, ot promotes it, it may be con-
jeCtured, that the earfe is fally as heilthful as the dryfield.
It would perhaps be of advantage, if thofe who are moft ex-
pefed to fatigue, to cold, or to miciftute, -would ufe a cotton,
inftead of a linen fhirt. It might contribute to prevent

thefc
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thofe rheumatic_ complaints, to which they are fo oftem
fubjeét.

Price of labour, wages, c.—A few years ago, a man fer-
‘vant for the farm, who'lived with the farmer, could have been
found for 4 or 6 pounds fterling per year, but now L. 10 or 12
are given. Women fervants who lately were engaged at
L 2 10s. are now fcarcely fatisfied with L. 4. Their purfe
1s juft as empty as before, but there is a material change in
the article of drefs. The day labourer who once wrought at
ﬁx-pcnce or eight-pence per day, now reccives a fhilling, and in
feed time and harvett, his viuals beGides. Laft harveft, 1994,
the wages rofe to fixteen and cighteen-pence per day, befides
viGtuals, whichis by far the higheft rate of wages remembered
in this country.

The day-wage-men for the whole parith refi dc in thc vil-

‘.lage. They are called forth to their labour in the morning,
by the found of pipe or drum, and have the fame fignal when
thcy retire in the evening. They are a fober induftrious con~
“tented fet of men, and though their food be fimple, and their
drefs and dwellings mean, it is believed that they have more
veal enjoyment, than thofe who are in the more clevated
fituations. i o

" Food and drefs.~The aged inhabitants are furprized at the
change in the article of living, and what is evidently a proof
of the wealth of the country, is unreafonbly the fubjet of
their lamentation. It is feldom that any of them live beyond
their income. The other extreme ought alfo to be avoided.
More ic expeted than the pooreft fare, and the meaneft drefs
from men of opulence. When the farmer is only careful
how he may lend his money, and add to his ftock, and lives

at home as penurioufly as when he had nothing, he denies
himfelf
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Himfelf the propet ufe of the bbunty of Prdviderice, arid is
teally poor in the midft of his profperity. There ate few fuch
in this parifh. They all affemble at church; clean; and in de-
tent attire 3 many of the womien ir black cloaks and bonnets,
and the younger fort adorned with ribbons. It gives génetal
difguft, however, when the diefs is unfuitable to the ftation.
There is fometimes a contention forf pre-eminence in
gatdy fhew; which is feverely cenfured, efpecially when
the maid fervant cannot be diftinguithed from the miftrefs.

All the mer, with a very few exceptions, wear hats, and
What niay be thought remarkable; there is only one wig in
the whole parith. Tea is univerfally ufed. Even the pooreft
families have it occafionally, and the laft cup is qualified with
a little 'Whifky; which is fuppofed to corre& all the bad cffefls
of the tea. There are few families without fome butcher
meat laid up for the wintet. All agree, that they are better
tlothed and fed than their forefathm; and feem contented
with the lot affigned them:

Price of Provifions.~QOat mieal is from 15s. to 17s. Stétling
per boll ; peas and barley mieal about 10s. do; potatoes, corn
meafure, 55: do 3 bitter 1s per ftonec ; common cheefe 4s;
and a better kind made on Saturday;s evening §s. 6d. per
ftone; poultiy at a reafonable price. A good fowl may be
got for 1s fterling ; eggs at 4d. pet dozen. The price of ne-
teflaries in this parith varies according to the demand at
Stirling on the market days;

Great fearcity was apprehended in 1983; through the
failure of the preceding crop; but upon the return of peace,
a lirge quantity of white peas being commiffioried from
England by a man of public fpirit; and grinded into meal,
affilted the other expedients which were then adopted to
prevent 7 famine in this part of the kingdom.
~ Vou. XVHE Q. Charaset,
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Gharatder, Manwevs; and Cuforis.—~The chara€¥er of the
inhabitanes of the parith is fobriety: They profefs to fear God,
and honour the kirig. In theit deportinent they ate grave, and

_ in their fpeech confiderate.  They are femarkably attached to
the inftitutions of religion, and all of thein; (22 perfons cx-
cepted), worfhip together at the parith church. Duribrg the
late attempts of defigning men to throw the country ihto
confufion, not an individuat in this parifh joired the clubs
of pretended reformers, or fhewed the leaft difaffe&ion to
‘our happy conftitution. The only reforny they with, is in
their own petfons and familics, where they acknowledge there
are many things which need to be.correéted ; but they leavt
affairs of ftate to thofe who are lawfully appointed ¢o govern.
There has been no ome here charged with any capital érime,
-for a long courfe of years. The minifter’s garden is fitisated
near the high road; and might be cafily plundered, amd yet
‘he cannot fay that he has been robbed of a fingle apple, fince
he came to the parith, upwards of 7§ years ago. There is
very feldom occafion for church difcipline ; no caufe has
‘béen carried from the feflion to the prefbytery for dlany
years.

The facrament of the Lord’s Supper is difpenfed twice in
‘every year. And as there is no ftated allowance to defray
the expence of the communion in winter, the parithionefs
chearfulfy contribute for this purpofe.

. Young and old are ditinguithed for politc attention te
ftrangers. Men of fuperior rank have a refpe&ful bow
from every one they meet; for people here have not
been taught the new doélrine of liberty and equality.

It is feldom there are focial meetings. Marriages, bap»
fifms, funerals, and the conclufion of the harveft, are al-
moft the only occafions of feafting. At thefe times, there
is much unneceflary expence. Marriages ufually happen

3 . . . in
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in April and Noyember. The month of May is cayti-
oufly avoided. A principa) tenant’s fon or daughter hse s
croud of attendants-at marriage, and the entertainment lafts
for two days at the cxpence of the pasties. 'The company at -

large pay for the mufic. . '

The masner of conduéling funenls in the country necds
mpch amendment. From the death to the interment, the -
houle is thro:nged by night and day, snd the converfation ie
oftcn very wnfuitable to the accafion. The whele pasifh is -
ipvited at g0 o'clock in the forencon of the day of the func=
ral, hput itis foon enppgh to attend at 3 o'clock afternoon.
Every one is entertained with a variety of meats and drinks.
Not a few return to the dirge, and fometimes forget what
they have been doing, and where they are.  Attempts have
been lately made to provide a remedy for this evil; but old
cuftomg are not eafily abolithed.

The dregs of fuperftitian are.flill to be found. The lefs °
informed fufpe@ fomething like witchcraft gbout poor old
women; and are afraid of their evil eyec among the “cattle.
If a cow is fuddenly taken ill, it is afcribed to fome extraore
dinary caufe. If a perfon, when called to fee one, does not
fay, “1 with her luck,” there would be a fufpicion he had

* fome bad defign. It is but juft to fay, that the generality of
the people are fuperior to thefe vulgar prejudices, though the
traces of them are fill to be found. -

There is one prevailing.cuftom among our country people ;
which is fometimes produive of much evil. Every thing is
bought and fold over a bottle. The people who go to the
fair, in the full pofleffion of their facuities, do not always
tranfa& their bufinefs, or return to their homes, in the fame
flate.

It is but juftice, however, to fay, that a difpofition to vire °

Q2 tue,
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tue, induftry, loyalty and peace, charaQerizes the inhabi-
tants of the parith of Gargunnock.

Valugtion.—The valuation of the whole parifh is L.qx27:
352 2. Scottifli money; but the real rental is above L. 3000
ferling. About 30 years ago, it was only the half of that
fum. There is now an increafe at every term. No farm is
noy let without an additional rent. Applications are made
for the farm, long before the leafe cxpires. The feparate
eftates, which comprehend the whole parifh, are Leckie and
Kepdarroch, Boquhan, Gargunnock, Micklewood, Redhall,
sad Culmoye.
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NUMBER IV.

PARISH OF ALYV A

(COUNTY OF STIRLING.)

By the Rev. Mr Joun Duncay,

Name.

N the writings of the laft century, and before that time,

the name of this parifh was generally written Alvath, or
. Alveth but that mode of fpelling has been difufed almoft™a
eomplete eentury. Whether the prefent name, Alva, be of
Gaclic origin, is not altogether certain. Fanciful etymologics
can never yield fatisfaltion to the judicious antiquary; and
therefore when nothing rational can be offered, it feems bet-
ter to acknowledge ignorance, than to affer what can neither
amufe nor inform, '

Situation.—This parith and barony is a part of the county
of Stirling, although it happens to be totally disjoined from
every part of it. No certain account can now be given, how
this has happened. It is furrounded by the fhire of Clack~
mannan on the eaft, fouth, and weft, and on the north, it is
bounded by a part of the county of Perth. It extends in
length, from caft to weft, fomewhat more than two miles

and
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and a half; and from fouth to north, rather more than four
miles, Tillicoultry, is the adjacent parifh on the eaft. The
river Devon, which has itg fource in the barony of Alva, after
a long courfe, at firft almoft due eaft; and then fouthward
.through Glen-devon, makes a fudden turn weftward, near
the church of Foffoway, and pafling through the patithes of
Muckhart,- Dollar, and Tillicoultry, gently glides along the |
fouth boundary of this parith, and divides it from the parifhes

of Alloa and Clackmannan, which are fituated on the fouth ®.

The parith of Logie is next adjacent qn the weft.

Extent, &c.—~The lands of Alva extend over a very con-
fiderable portion of that long range of hills, diftinguifhed by
the name of Ochills; the remaining grounds are extended

" over part of that valley, which lies between the foot of thefe
hills, and the river Devon. The mean breadth, from the
banks of the river to the bottom of the hill, may be about
¢ fifth parts of a mile.*
hat portion of the Ochills now uhder review, when feen
from the fouth at the diftance of a mile or two, appear to be
one continued range, with little variation in height; but as
the mountain flopes towards thé fouth, it is interfeQed by
exceedingly deep and narrow glens, through each of which,
ftreams of water run, that difcharge themfelves into the De«
yofl.

® gt is impoffible to view this little river of clear water, without admiring
its beauty, in its wonderful paffage throngh the rock, at the Runpbling Bridge,
and Caldron Lin; and its nymbgrlefs meandrinp, after it defcends jnto the
valley, caft of Dollar; whence it glides geperally in a deep bed with little
faJl, till jt reaches the Frith of Forth, at the Cambas miln, direétly oppofite
to where its fource began. When fwelled by heavy rains, ar the melting
fnow, it overflows its banks, and covers the greateR part of the low

grounds.
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von. By means of thefe, the fore ground of thk pait of the
Ochills, is divided into three feparate hills, diftinguithed by
-the names of Wood-hill, Middle-hill, and Weft-hill of Alva.
On the brow of this laft hill, is a very high perpetidicular
rack, which, for what reafon is not known, has obtained the
mame of Craig Leith. It has beén long beyond memory, re-
-markable for the refidence of that {pecies of hawks, the falcon,
which is ufed for the diverfion of hunting. One pair, and only
.one pair, it is affirmed by the inhabitants of the place, build a
neft on the front of this tremendous rock. Thefe are faid to
-hatch their young anaually ; and, when their progeny are of
a proper age, the parents force them to feek a new habitation,
till at laft, however long they may be fuppofed to live, the
parents themfelves muft yield their refidence to their furvi«
wvore. In former times, when that fpost was in fathion, a
hawk of this breed was thought a valuable acquifition. They
are ftill in great requeft among our own nobility, who love
that fport; and very lately, an Englifh gentleman noted for
his fkill in that diverffon, fent his fervant all the way from
Yorkthire, to procure fome of this breed. In otder to come
a¢ the neft, he was let down by a rope faftened round his
wailt, while the end of it was held faft by ten or twelve peo.
ple,. who ftood at a convenient diftance from the cdge of the
precipice ; and he was obferved fcrambling on the face of the
sock, exploring the neft of the bird.

The houfe of Alva ftarids on an eminence, projeQing
from the bafe of the Wood-hill, and near the caft end
of the parith. The height of this projetted part of the
hill, is about 220 feet above the water of Devon, which runs
in the valley below. The hill rifes immediztely behind the
houfe, to the hclght of 1400 feet, makmg the whole heighe

1620
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1620 feet #. From the fummit of this hill; there is 2 very
extenfive profpe& to the north eaft, the fouth, and fouth
weft. The view to the north weft, is a little interrupted by’
the hill of Dalmiot, a part of the Ochills, lying in the parith of
Logie. From the top of the Wood-hill, however; the mouth
of the Frith of Korth, the Bafs; North Berwick Law, with
the windings of the Forth, can eafily be defcricd, togethes
with the coafts of Fife and eaft Lothian, &c:

‘Fhe village of Alva is fituated at a fmall diftance from
the bottom of the Weft hill. A fmall rivulet, which iffucs
from the glen which feparates the Weft from the Middle
hill, runs along the eaft fide of the village; and not only
affords & conftant and plentiful fupply of water, but adds
very much to the beauty of the village: This receives a far-
ther addition, from &thriving plantation of foreft trees grow-
ing on a fteep bank on the eaft fide of the tivulet, and afford-
ing a comfortable thelter from the north eaft winds, which, of

% others, arc the moft violent in this diftri®. It is not cer=
. tainly known, when this village began to be built. There is
undoubtedevidence, however, of Alva being a parifh above 506
years ago 13 and it is probable that a villagey vcrz inconfidera-
ble perhaps, may then have exifted. Even at pretent the village
is not extenfive, and does not contain much above 130 fami
lies, including a few fingle perfons cach of whom OCCUpY &
part of a houfe. About the end of thelaft, and beginning of
' ‘ : this

¢ The hill continuesto rife gradually for about two miles farther north, ine
till it feaches the top of Ben-Cloch, which is the higheft point of the Alva
hills, aind the fummit of all the Ochills; and atcording to the obfervation
taken by Mr Uduey, land farveyor, is about 3420 feet above the level of the
Devon. The view from the top of Ben-Clochis the moft extenfive and beaus
tiful any where to be found, and is vifited by all travchiers of curiofity who de~
light in fine profpedts.

} Vide Chartulary of Cambufkenneth,
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vhis centwry, the late Sir John. Erikine, grandfather of the pre«
fewt Sir James Sinclair Erikine, then proprictor, granted feus
+of a fmall parcel of ground to feveral inhabitants, :on which
they'bailt a cottage and formed a garden ; and a plan appears
todirve been defigned by that gentleman, of building a village
7h the form of a fquare, twa fides of which have been aQtual
“lfduilt. “The other houfes appear to have been fet down,
without any regular order, and where a convenient fpot for a
garden could be obtained: About the year 1967, the prefent
Eord Alva, refolving to-enlarge the village, granted fecus to
fach as were willing to build ; in confequence: of which, one
complete row, confifting of about 20 houfcs, was erected in
one fexfon, each houfe having a fmall garden of a few falls,-
equal in breadth to the extent of the front of the houfe. A
few years dfter,” another row of houfes paralicl to the former,
and with gaiden¥ lsid out in the fame manner, was completed.
“The ‘rate at which the grourid was at that time feued, was at
fieft 13s. and 4d. pet fally or 36 fquare yards; it advanced by
degrees to-158. and 18s. per fall,'as the premium or purchafe
money, togecher with fourspence the fall of annual feu duty,
Taling the ‘medium raté of rgs: it-will be feund to'amount
to L. 120 fterling per acre as#the price of the ground, and-
Ei2:13:4 as the'amnial'rent to the foperior.  What pro-
" prietor would hefitate to'grant feus upen fuch.terms as thefe ;
efpecially, when it is conlidered, that the annual duty may
* Be converted into fome ftaple commodity. .
The arable foil of this parifh may be properly divided into
. four different kinds. The firlt, which extends fouthward
from the bottom.of the-hills, confifts of a rich hazel mold ine
térmixed with:gravel and fimall ftones ; this is fucceeded by
different kind of foif, being 2 ftratum of thofs over a bed of
clay, and extending from go to ‘1co yards in breadth. In
fome places, this mofs is found to be 7 fect in depth. Next
Vou. XVIII, " R ' to

]
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to that, is a firong rich clay, extending a confiderable way to-=
wards the river Devon ; then follows what is called haughing
ground, fuch as is ufually found upon the banks of rivers 5
the banks of Devon being generally overflowed twice or
thrice every year, great quantities of fand are left on the
ground as far as the inundation extends. The foil at the bed

of the river appears to be in many places above 2c feet deep.

The grounds of this parith produce the ufual crops of wheat,

barley, peas, beans, oats, clover, and potatoes.

The whole arable grounds within the parifh, have been
inclofed, feveral years ago, with ditches and hedges. Thofe
fields, which lie immediately below the houfe of Alva, at
the bottom of the Wood-hill, and extending near to the banks
of Devon, were inclofed, and planted with rows of oaks,:
afhes, and other foreft trees, by the late Sir John Erfkine,
about 7o years ago, and were probably among the firft in-
clofures in this part of the country. Thefe have been chiefly
in grafs for a great many years, and are let annually to gra-
ziers, at the rate of from 2§ to 3o fhillings per acre. The
general ftate of agriculture, in this, as well as in all the
neighbouring parifhes, was very rude and wretched, till
within the laft thirty years. And although the foil muft be
allowed to be equal at leaft, in quality, to that in the moft
fertile parts of Scotland ; yet truth requires us to acknowledge,
that thofe who were employed in cultivating it, were late in
arriving at any confiderable improvements. Whear, juftly
efteemed the moft beneficial of all crops, was not cul-
tivated in this parith, till within the laft fifteen years.
Clean furamer fallow, and proper drefling with lime and dung,
were rarely, if ever attempred. Good example has at laft
opened mens eyes; and experience has demonttrated that the
foil, when properly cultivated, is capable of the higheft im-

provement, and is fit for producing wheat, and all the ftrong-
1 clt
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eft geain. The tenants begin now to perceive the importance
f fallowing, liming, and cleaning their lands, to obtain good
returns, and the advantage of having broad clover for fummer
food for their horfes, .and being able to work them conftantly,
inftead of fending them (as they did formerly), to graze for five
months idle on the hills,-at a confiderable expence.  Any per-
fon who has been acquainted with the ftate of farming in this*
parith and its immediate neighbourhood thirty years ago, muft -
have been led to afcribe the flow progrefs of improvement, i
a confiderable degree, to the very fmall number of acres, of
which the far greater part of the farms confited. The ftock of
the farmer, may be confidered, as in general, proportioned to
the extent of his farm, whichat that time did not commonly ex-
ceed thirty or forty acres. It was well, if, according to the mode
of culture praltifed at that time, he could pay his rent, and
provide a mean fubdiftence for himfelf and his family. Ano-
ther circumftance, which affeéted in a very particular man-
ner the ftate of farming in this parith, and its neighbour-
hood, was the praftice of driving coals from the coal pits on
the fouth banks of Devon, to the fhore of Alloa. To this
labour, the farmers on the eftates where the coals were raifed,
were bound by their leafes; and without entering more par-
ticularly into the fubje®, it muft be obvious, how pernicious
the effe& of this pralice muft have been, with refpe& to the
proper and neccflary operations upon the farm. Such, how
ever, is the contagion of example, that fome of the farmers
in this parith, who were under no obligation to be carriers on
the eftate of another proprictor, and excepting during one
very fhort period, when coal was worked within the parifh,
had no occafion to be concerned in it, from ignorance and
unfkilfulnefs refpe&ing their proper employment, and from
the defire of a little gain, earned at the expence of fevere
labour to themiclves and horfes, with the #ear and wear of
' R2 carts,
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. -carts, rude and fimple as they were at that timé, were foolifa
enough to join the farmers in their neighbourhood, and em-
ploy themfelves during a confiderable part of the fummer, in
carrying the great coal to the port of Alloa. They were at
laft however, wifely prohibited by Lord Alva, the late pro-
prictor of this barony, from following this abfurd and une
profitable occupation ; indeed when they began to acquire a
tafte for improving their farms, and to reap the benefit of
their improvements, they were foon convinced of the inu=
tility of their ancient praéticc; and very probably would have
abandoned it of their own accord. The extent of the farms
has been, within the laft twenty years, confiderably enlarged ;
the confequence of which has been, that befides imitating the
example of the gradual improvements in agriculture, the far-
mer has been enabled to make a more refpectable appearance
than formerly. It is evident from the writings of thofe, who
have treated of the fubje@ of agriculture, that it has beea
confidered as a difficult problem, to ftate the juft and reafon.
able extent of a farm, or to fix the humber of acres, that one
farm fhould contain ; and from the different opinions which
have been given, it may be inferred, that perhaps no general
rule can be laid down. A general obfervation however, may
be offered ; that the farm fhould at leaft be fo extenfive, that
the profits of the ftock employed in cultivating it, fhould
enable the farmer to live decently and comforrably, and in a
manner above the other country tradefmen who f{urround
. him. In afmall farm of 40, or even 50 acres, allowing it to
be as produ&ive as can be fuppofed, and the reat moderate ;
ftill the profits arifing to the farmer, cannot poflibly be fo
great, as to raife his ftate much above that of the lower clafs
of manufaurers, who inhabit country parifhes. According
to the divifion of farms that has hitherto taken place in this
parith, which has been from 30 to 6o, or not more than 70

acres,
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scres, they.can hardly be deemed fo large, a5 to place the .
farmer in a refpeQtable fituation.

From the delcription already given of the fituation of the
lands of this parifh, they are naturally divided into arable and
pafture ground. The three hills are incomparably the moft
beautiful in every refpeét of the whole range of the Ochills,
from Glen-devon on the eaft, to their termination, near the
bridge of Alloa on the weft. They are cloathed with the
richeft verdure, at all fcafons, and produce grafs of the fineft
quality, and in the greateft variety. They are not fo fteep,
fo rugged or inacceflible, as thofe immediately weftward in
the parifh of Logic; and they prefent a more regular, nobler,
and bolder afpe&, than any of thofe that lie immediately on
the ecaft. They have been now for many years, divided into
two feparate farms, for theep ; one comprehending the Wefts
hill, the other the Middle-hill, together with that part of
the Wood-hill, which lies behind the fence, or wall, that furs
rounds the brow of that part of the hill, immediately above
the houfe of Alva. ’Tis fuppofed that the former of thefe
is capable of maintaining about 100 fcore of fheep, and the
- latter from go to 95 fcore. The rent of the Weft-hill, has been
greatly increafed, fince the year 1759 ®.  On the higheft and
back-lying ground, where the parith of Alva marches with
an cftate belonging to Mr Murray of Abercairacy, in the

parith

¢ The rent of the Weft-hill in the year 1759, was very inconfidetable,
‘There was then little demand for butcher-meat in this couatry ; and the pro-
fits of grazing were very low. When the next leafc was graated in 1775,
when the demand for fhetp and wool began to increafe, the tenant was
takea bownd to pay more than twice the former reat. From the rapid pro-
grefs of manufaltures and of luxury, and from the high chara&er of the
wool and of the theep fed on the Alva hills, it is belicved that thofe fine
theep-farms are ftill capable of a confiderable advance of rent,
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parifh of Blackford, the foil is mofly, and produces heath in
great abundance, together with a ftrong and coarfe grafs.
This howevar is reforted to by the ftronger and older part of
the flocks; and thefe, ’tis faid by the fthepherds, are feldom
obferved to quit their wild retreat, or to come forward in.
queft of the tender and more kindly grals, excepting perhaps.
when compelled by the rigour of the ftorm,. to feek thelter on
the fore ground, or lower part of the hills. At the fame
time, it muft be remarked, that fnow never lies for any
length of time, on the face of thofe hills®. It is remarkable
however, that at the bottom of a ridge of rock, near to the
fummit of the high hill called Ben-cloch, where itis fheltered
from every wind, fnow is frequently feen lying till the month
of June. What is obferved to refift fo long the fummer’s -
heat, from the fingularity of its extended but narrow form
to the fpeQator’s eye who views it at a diftance, has re-
ccived the appellation of Lady Alva’s web.

It has never been the praice of the fheep-farmers here,
to breed young fheep on thefe hills. Although they have
generally a few fcores of ewes on their farms ; yet their lambs
are commonly fold to the butcher. Of late years indeed,
fome attempts have been made to rear a few young fheep,
but thefe bear no proportion to the number of their ftock.
The farmers go every year about mid-fummer, to the markets

PE A at

* Snow feldom les !:ere more than two or three days ; and even daring
that time, the Iheep brouze on the young fnrze, and are in as good condition,
as if they had been fed on hay. The flocks have fo much fhelter from the
fituation of the hills, and from the plantations, that they have never mate-
rially fuffered from the. heavicft falls of foow. In January 1794, fo fatal to
the fheep and cattle in the fouthern parts of Scotland, and in the north of
England, the farmers in the Inlk of Alva were fo fortunate as fcarccly te
lofe a fheep,
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at Linton, and purchafe theep of a yearold. Thefe, according
to the cuftom of the fheep-farmers in the fouth, have been
fmeared with tar, bat that praltice is not found neceffary in
this difiri@. Aftex they have been fhorn thrée times white,
as they exprefs it, they are fold about Auguft and September,
as fitfor the butcher's ufe. .

The next thing that is'worthy of noticein this parifh, is the
frate of the woollen manufaltures. Thefe have been carried
on in the village of Alva, for more than a century at leaft.
They confift chiefly of Scots blankets and ferges. The former
are made from ¢d. to 1s. the Scots yard, and theé latter from
xod. to 15d. and a few from 16d. to 18d. per yard. It is
more than probable, that this fpecics of manufa&ure had
flourithed a great many years ago, in the neighbouring village
of Tillicoultry; as an evidence of this, it is at this day;J
known among the fhopkeepers of the Lawnmarket of Edine
burgh, by the name of Tillicoultry ferges. The number of
looms conftantly employed at prefent in this village is 67.
The length of each’web may be reckoned at 80 yards, and
taking the average value at 1od. or rid. per yard, the grofs
produce will amount to from L. 7e00'to L. 8oco fter. annu-
ally. The manufaéturers make ufe chicfly of Englifh weol in
their ferges and blankets, and this partly fhort, and partly
combed wool. That which is produced from the fheep that
pafture on the Ochills, is commonly mapufadtured by the
people of the country for their own private ufe. A very con-
fiderable fum is annually expended by the weavers in this
Pplace, in purchafing wool, which it is impoffible to afcertain
with any degree of precifion. Thefe ferges are fold not only
in Edinburgh, but likewife in Stirling, Glafgow, Greenock,
Perth, and Dundece. The fineft kinds of ferges are fome-
sdmes drefled and dyed by the traders in Stirling, and fold as

coarle
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- coarfe fhalloons. A confiderable quantity of the coarfer fizes,
have of late years been purchafed by fadlers as a neceflary
article in their bufinefs. This trade is at prefent in a. very
flourithing condition, and from-this circumftance the manu~
fa&tures here, are able to pay 50s. rent for an acre of land,
and many of them 4os. for a cow’s grafs. . It were to be
withed, perhaps, that a fpecies of manufa@ure more valuable
and more extenfively ufcful were introduced, fuchas an imi«
tation of the flannels manufa&tured in England. But it has
always been found exceedingly difficult to give a new direc
tion to habits long eftablifhed and confirmed ; and until fome
perfon poficfled of an enterprifing fpirit together with a con«
fiderable ftock fhall arife, an alteration of the prefent mode
of carrying on thé manufaétures here, cannot reafonably be

expeQled. -

Population.—The number of inhabitants in this parifh, froms
a late accurate furvey, is found to be 612. And of thefe,
there are

From 10 years of age-and under . - 16§
= 10 t0 20 - - - 132
= 20 to 30 - - 84
= 30 t0 40 - - 94
- 40 t0 50 - - 52
= 50 to 60 - - 52
v— GO to 70 - 27
- 70 to 80 - .4
- 80 090 - . 2

612
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-

Lif of Births and Burials from 1720 fo 19t.

Births. Burials.
From the begin- L’?‘“" ~ ‘ N

H ages, ;wu Females 'l‘ohl‘l ﬂu Females ‘Total Adulus CIR-
fing of 1720 to the dren

Fnd°f'729 45 |r13 122 235| 28 29 §7 34 23
—1730t0 1739 | 46 | 93 88 181| 81t 75 156 99 87
—1740t01749 | 33 | 47 80 147{ 68 98 166 110 56
—170t01759 | 46 | 87 88 175| s8 43 101 66 3§
—1760 t0 1769 | 64 [103 113 216| 81 99 180 101 79
—1770101779 | 53 [122 109 231) 72 76 148 94 54
A—1780to 1791 | 70 [144 142 286[127 15 242 119 123!

The numbers of this parifh have not, increafed in any confi-
derable degree fince the year 1760, as appears from lifts re=
gularly made up every four or five years from that period.

Church, Stipend, &c.—The parifh of Alva was, long before
the Reformation, in the diocefe of Dunkeld, and under the ecs
clefiaftical jurifdi@ionof thebifhop of that fee. From an extralt
taken from the Chartulary of Cambufkenneth, in the neighbour-
hood of Stirling, it appears that the church of Alva wasa menfal
church, as it is called, belonging to that abbacy, and that the
monksperformedduty there, from the want of a fufficient fund for
the maintenance of a regular clergyman to refide in the parith.
In the 1260, Richard, Bifhop of Dunkeld, made a donation
to the monks of the church of St. Mary at Cambufkenneth,
of the church of Alva ¢ with all its legal pertinents,” and dif-
penfing with their employing a vicar to officiate ftatedly. The
following reafon is then affigned ; ¢ virorum religioforum ab.
“ batis et conventus de Cambufkenneth, paupertati compa-
¢¢ tientes, ——— charitatis intuitu, et propter tenuitatem ec-
¢ clefie de Alveth.” By another extract from the fame
Chartulary, it appears that Alexander, ftiled Dominus de

Striveling, Miles, made a grant of one acre of land, to God, the
Vou XVIIL 5

Virgin
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Virgin Mary, to St. Servanus, and to the church of St. Ser-
vanus de Alveth, defcribing it particularly as lying near the
well of St. Servanus, ¢ et inter ipfum fontem et ecclefiam.”
This charter is dated, A. D. 1276. This wellis ftill within the
limits of the minifter’s glebe, and although its confecratedname
has been long forgotten, it continues to fend forth a copious
ftream of the pureft and fweeteft water. About 20 years af-
ter the Reformation, and after Stirling, with a few parifhes
around it, were provided with ftated paftors, the Prefbytery
of Stirling was ere@ed on the cight day of Auguft 1581 *, in
confequence of an order from the General Affembly, to that
effit. The firft minifter of this parith, was Mr Robert
Mainteith, who was afterwards depofed for incapacity.

Pudet bac spprobria nobis,
Et dici potuiffe, et non potuiffe, refelli.

From this time and downwards to the year 1632, this pa~
rifh appears to have been united with the neighbouring one of
Tillicoultry, the minifter of Alva officiating in both; the
livings ‘of each hardly affording a decent fubfiftence; the
ftipend of Alva not exceeding 300 merks Scots, orL. 16: 13 : 4
fterling. The fabrjc of the prefent church was built in the
year 1631, by Alexander Bruce, then proprietor of Alva;
who, after making a fmall additton to the ftipend, procured a
disjunétion from the parith of Tillicoultry. "Although the
fabric of the church is ftill good and found, yet it éppcars
never to have been completely finithed within ; the walls and
roof are not plaiftered, and the feats are in a very ruinous
condition. The windows are too fmall and ill-placed. As
the ftructure is fufficient, it might be repaired at a moderate
expence ; and, without any enlargement of the area, might be

rendered

* Records of the Prefbytery of Stirling.
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rendersd a very commodious and elegant church. The pre-
fent manfe, was built in the year 1762, upon a very neat and
commodious plan. In the year 1765, the prefent Lord Alva,
then proprictor of this barony, fenfible of the fmallnefs of the
living, very generoufly, and without any application from the
incumbent, gave an augmentation in vi&ual to the amount of
L. 22 fterling, at the ufual converfion; by which means the
ftipend now confifts of L. 34 fterling in money, including the
allowance for communion elements, together with 4o bolls
of barley, and 32 bolls of meal. But what efpecially deferves
to be remembered by the prefent incumbent,to whom this aug-
mention was given, is, that Lord Alva, not only of his own
accord refolved to give it, but aCtually executed a fummons
againft himfelf, as fole heritor of the parifh, in name of the
minifter without his knowledge, as the firft ftep towards
perfe@ing, what he had fo generoufly refolved on. The
gicbe confifts of nine acres, a fmall part of which s meadow,
and which, if completely drained, might be very beneficial.
Had Virgil himfelf vifited the Ochills, and compofed his firft
paftoral on this fpot, he could not have defcribed it more
graphically than he has done in the following lines ;

Et tibi magna fatis : quamvis lapis omnia nudus,

Limofoque palus obducat pafcua junco.

Let no future pofleflor of this glebe dare to murmur, after
what Maro has fo fweetly {ung!

18chool —The falary of the fchoolmafter is 200 merks, or
L. 11:2:2% fterling. This i the maximum appointed by law
for the falary of a parifh fchool. 'When it is confidered, that
by a&t of parliament ®, the heritors and liferenters of a parifh,
are

* Vide AQs W.and M. Par. 1,5¢f. 6. Chap. 26,
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are allowed to obtain relief for the one half of that fum from
. the tenants, it may be juftly wondered, that fo very few coun-
try parifhes have availed themfelves of it, and flill allow their
fchoolmafters to be fo meanly provided. To this good and
wife inftitution of paiochial fchools, and to the affiduous la-
bours of that moft ufeful clafs of men, our country ftands in-
debted for its celebrity in learning and fcience. :

Poor.—The poor in this parith are not numerous. At pre-
fent there are not more than fix perfons, who receive relief
from the public charity. Occafional fupply is at times given
to others, as their neceflities demand. They have hitherto,
been maintained by the ordinary colle@ions, together wiih
the intereflt atiﬁng from a fmall fund, and the common dues
of the parith mort-cloths ; without any affeffment upon the
heritor, orinhabitants. ‘There are examples, more than one,
of perfons, who have declined accepting this charity, choof-
ing rather to fuftain their hard{hips with patience, than to re-
ceive it from the public. This ferves to confirm the remark,
that when the funds of public charity are increafed to any
great degree, there is generally lefs delicacy in receiving it.

Minerals.—This parifh has been diftinguifhed by the difco-
veries which have been made, in this part of the Ochills, of
various metals, and particularly of filver. In the neighbouring -
parifhes of Logic on the weft, and Tillicoultry and Dollar on
the eaft, veins of copper and lead have been, at different pe-
riods, wrought to a confiderable extent; and though veins of
thefe metals, and alfo of iron ore, have been found in the hills
of Alva, yet no experiments of fuch confequence have been
made, as to afcertain their true value. Some time between
the years 1710 and 1915, Sir John Erlkine, of whom men-
tion has been already made, by means of fome miners from

' ’ Leadhills,




of Jba. 141

Leadhills, difcovered a very valuable vein of filver, in the glen
that feparates the Middle-hill from the Wood-hill. It madeits
firft appearance in {mall ftrings of filver ore, which being fol-
lowed, led to a very large mafs of that precious ore; part of
this had the appearance of malleable filver, and was found u-
pon trial to be fo exceedingly rich, as to praduce 12 ounces
of filver from 14 ounces of ore. A fum not greater than
L. 40, or, at the moft L. 50, had been expended when
this valuable difcovery was made. During the fpace of thir-
teen or fourteen wecks, it has been credibly affirmed that
ore was produced to about the value of L. 4000 per week,
and it has been conjeQured, that Sir John drew from L. 40,000
to L. 50,000, befides much ore, which was fuppofed to have
been purloined by the workmen. When this was exhaufted,
the filver ore began to appear in {fmaller quantities ; and fym-
ptoms of lead, with other metals, were di{covered. The
confequence of which was, that all further refearches were at
that time laid afide. There are ftill in the poficflion of Lord
Alva, Nephew of the late Sir John Erfkine, fome exceeding-
ly rich pieces of filver ore, which had been got at that time,
and which evidently fhew how very valuable that mafls of
ore muft have been *.

Thefe haye been examined by many of Lord Alva’s friends,
who have admired, not merely the richnefs of the ore, but ita
beauty; the pure sative virgin f{ilver being obferved to
adhere in flender ftrings to the fpar, in a variety of fanciful and
irregular forms. :

About

® In the year 1767, Lord Alva, of fome of the remains of that ore in his
poffeflion, caufed a pair of Communion Cups to be made, for the ufe of the
Church of Alva; on thefe, the following infcription is engraved. Sacris,
in Ecclefia, S. Servani, apud Alveth, A.D. 1767, ex argento indigeaa,
D.D.C. q.—Jacosus Ersxine. '
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About the year 1759, the late Charles Erfkine, Lord Juf-
tice Clerk, father of Lord Alva, having a few years before,’
purchafed this barony from his nephew, the late Sir Henry
Erfkine, revived the working of the filver mines in this place.
A company confifting of fome gentlemen, kinfmen and friends
of the family, was formed, and a moderate capital fubfcrib-
ed. Thefe carried on the work, with confiderable induftry;
they purfued the courfe of the vein, where the filver ore had
been found, a very grcat way beyond the old workings,
which had for many years been abandoned. Their fuccefs,
it muft be regretted, was not in proportion to the vigour of
their exertions ; for although the appearances in the vein
were favourable, and fmall ftrings of metal fometimes difco-
vered, thefe however were not followed by any thing of fuf-
ficient importance, to cncourage them to continue their re-
fearches.

A fhaft or fump, as the miners term it, was made to the
depth of feveral fathoms, immediately b:low the bottom of
the wafte, from whence the rich mafs of ore, above men-
tioned, had been taken, and a drift carried on, in the direc-
tion of the filver vein, upon that level ; but neither did this
attempt anfwer the expe@ation which had been formed of its
fuccefs. To facilitate thefe operations however, it had been
refolved, to drive alevel at a confiderable diftance, nearer
the bottom of the hill ; for the purpofe of draining the water
from the works above. In executing this part of their fcheme,
they had not advanced a great way into the {ide of the hill,
when a large mafs of ore was difcovered ; at firft, this was
imagined to be filver ; but upon an accurate trial, made by a
gentleman, diftinguifhed for his chemical knowledge, it was
difcovered to be cobalt. A very confiderabie quantity of this

~was brought out, of which a great part was ufed in a manu. -

faure of porcelain, that had been erc€led much about that '
' time,
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time, at Preftonpans in Eaft-Lothian. When the cobalt is
deprived of the arfenic with which it is ftrongly impregnated,
and in other refpeéts properly prepared, it produces a pow-
der of a beautiful deep blue, and with this, a great variety
both of ufeful and ornamental pieces of china and glafs were
coloured ; which clearly fhewed that the cobalt found in the
mines of Alva, was in no refpe& inferior in quality to that
procured from the mines in Saxony. In confequence of this
difcovery, the appearances of cobalt being now fully known,
very confiderable quantities of it were difcovered among the
heaps of rubbifh, that had been taken out of the mines, at
the time when they were worked by the late Sir John Erikine.
This had remained .:difturbed, for about fifty years; when
Lord Alva caufed a great part of it to be wafhed, after the
manner pralifed by miners; and obtained an additional
quantity to that which had been already procured from the
level. The work was carried on a great length from the
place where the mafs of cobalt'had been found ; but {par and
other vein-ftuff appearing, the further working of the mines

in this place was totally abandoned. )
During the time that thefe works were carried on, avery ac-
curate furvey of all the diffcrent veins of metals that had been
difcovered in the hills of this parith, was made by the agent
for the company, who poffefled a very confiderable degree of
fkill in the praétical part of mining, The feveral appearances
and {pecimens of the diffcrent ores, which were found. in con-
fequence of the trials which were made in the veins; together
with the precife dire&ion which thefe take into the hills, with
a variety of circumftances relating to them, which it would
be improper to enumerate here, were all accuratcly taken down
by their agent, in a regiiter or journal, and which is in the
pofleflion of Mr Johnftone, the prefent proprictor of this ba-
rony. It is efpecially worthy of being remarked, that the per-
fon
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fon employed to make this furvey, and to digeft the obferva-
tions refulting from it, was particularly diftinguifhed for his
integrity ; and therefore the accounts of the mines, contained
in the regifter now mentioned, may with fafety be relied on,
as juft and accurate, and ftritly cotrefponding to appearances,
as he had not the fmalleft tendency to exaggerate his defcrip~
tions. Although an extenfive knowledge of this fubjeét is al-
together difclaimed, yet there is one obfervation, which pre-
fents itfelf fo frequently to any, even the moft carelefs, inqui-
rer, that it may be fairly hazarded : That, were new trials to
be made, nearer the furface of the veins than thofe made for-
merly, there is a probability of their being more fuccefsful ;
as, in fome of thofe veins, maflcs of rich-and beautiful fpar at-
tra& the notice of the hafty traveller, and feem to invite him
to examine them with fome degree of attention. This is hap-
pily confirmed, by the refult of thofc experiments, an dccount
of which has already been given, which were undeniably more
fuccefsful than any of thofe that fince that time have been
wmade. It appears from thofe regifters of the mines, that there
are not fewer than fourteen or fifteen veins difcovered in the
hills of Alva, which, from the trials made, are found to con-
tain {pecimens of filver, lead, copper, iron, and cobalt.
On the fouth fide of the water of Devon, immediately op-
pofite to the lands of Alva, in the eftate belonging to Lord
- Cathcart and Mr Erfkine of Mar, it is well known that the
fineft coal in all this country is produced. It has now been
worked during a lang period of years, and has always been
held in the. higheft eftimation, on account of its fuperior qua-
lity. The fame feams of coal have been found on the north
banks of that river, in the eftate of Alva, and extend from one
extremity of the parifh to the other. It was worked by the
late Sir John Erfkine, about fixty years ago, and a confidera.
ble quantity of coal was then brought out. The pits and o-

ther
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ther veftiges of his works, are ftill to be feen. Ard fo noble
a fpirit of enterprife did that gentleman pofiefs, that he cut a
canal, 2 confiderable way along the banks of Devon, in order
to convey his coal to the banks of the Forth, to be exported.
from thence to a proper market. The remains of this canal
can ecafily be traced. More than twenty years ago, accurate
furveys, of the different levels of the water of Devon, were
taken as high up as the parifh of Dollar, with a view to faci-
litate the tranfporting of coal, belonging to the different pro-
prietors on the banks of the river, by means of a canal intend-
ed to have been made where it fhould have been requifite 3
as, in many places, the current of the river is fo fmooth and
gentle, a3 to render. one entire canal altogether unneceffary.
Although this proje& was laid afide, yet in fome future
period it may perhaps be refumed. It is highly proba«
ble, that the prefent proprictor of this parith, will judge it
proper to begin without delay to work the coal upon
his cftate, for this good reafon, that the demand for that
article is daily increafing; and there is every profpet that
it will continue to increafe, in confequence of the prodi-
gious confumption of Lord Cathcart’s coal, by an iron
work, lately ereted on that Nobleman's eftate, near the
banks of Devon. No part of it is now fold for the ufe of
the country.

In a defcription of this kind, it would be inexcufable to omit
taking notice of the beautiful plantations of trees, which fur-
round the houfe of Alva; whichare planted in the hedge rows
of the feveral igclofures, and on the brow of that emincnce,
on which the houfe ftands. On this, there is a fmall foreft,
confilting of many diffcrent kinds of trecs, fuch as oaks,
elms, afhes, beeches, larches, and pines of different forts.
Many of thefe, the oaks in particular, feem to be of confide-

VeL. XVIII. T rable
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rable age. Some of the afhes too, are remarkable on account
of their fize; and one oak, juftly claims the appellation of the
. Monarch " of this wood, not in rcfpe& of its age, but on
account of the tallnefs and fifaightnefs of its trunk, and of the
regularity with which its boughs are extended on every fide.
It is extremely probable, that this little foreft had been at
firft planted by the hand of fome former proprictor; but far
beyond the reach of memory. Moft of the trees, which fur-
round the ‘inclofures below the houfe, were planted by the
late Sir John Erfkine, and as is fuppofed, fome time before the
year 1720, The eaft and weft fides of the hill, immediately
above the houfe, were planted by Lord Alva, more than 20
years ago, to which very large additions have been made
cvery year, by Mr Johnftone, fince he became proprictor.
Tti is computed, that not lefs than 98 acres of this hill, are
plantcd with trees of various forts ; and that the policy, as it
is called, and the plantations around the houfe, extend to fifty
;‘icrcs. The road from the houfe to the church, which is
little lefs than a meafured mile, has a row of trees on every
fide, which renders it a very pleafant and delightful walk.
It is worthy of obfervation, that the trees on this eftate, have
this rcmarkablc property of being cxcee&fngly clean and pure,
in the fkin or bark; ‘and that few or none of thofe mofly ex.
,crcfcencxcs, are to be found on the bodies of the trees here,
‘which are ufually feen adhering to trees that grow in low
and fwampy grounds; which is an evidence not only of a
dry and pure atmofphere, but alfo of the happy quality of
the foil for raifing trees, ’Tis believed, that the fame
obfervation will hold true with regard to the trees that
grow on the fame range of hills, having the fame expo-
fure, and very probably, the foil nearly of the fame qua-
lity ; while at the fame time, itis but fair to remark, that
2 few,
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few, if any, of the trees, either in the parifhes on the eaft
or weft, arc equal either in age or fize, to the trees of this .
parith. ' -

Few fituations afford more ample fcope for the difplay of
elegance and tafte, in the way of rural ornament, than this
place prefents. Nature is feen here in fome of her grandeft,
as well as moft pleafing forms; and a corre& tafte, by lop-
ping off fome luxuriancies, and beftowing fome additional
touches, where thefe are requifite, might contribute great-
Iy to heighten the beauty of the fcenery. A rivulet of the
pureft water, pours along the middle of that glen where the
mines were wrought; when obftruted in its courfe by op-
pofing rocks, it forces its way, and falls in three beautiful
cafcades; where the ground is foft and flat, it forms a capa-
cious pool; it is fhaded on both its banks, with an extenfive
plantation of thriving timber, and forms 2 convenient recefls
for the purpofe of bathing. Even Diana herfelf, with all
her attendant nymphs, might here boldly plunge into the
cool * tranflucent wave,” and not dread the unhallowed cye
of any favage or licentious intruder.

In the eaft end of the church, a monument, plain, and
without ornament, is ereted by Lord Alva, in memory of
his father, late Lord Juftice Clerk. The following kpltaph
-3s infcribed on a marble plate, which, for claffic elcgancc,
" and purity of ftile, is furpaffed perhaps by few modern com-
pofitions of that kind. It is hoped, that it may not be
difagreeable to the few furviving friends of that refpe&-
able and truly amiable man, to recognize a charalter in

which they dellghtcd thus elegantly and juftly defcribed by
" his fon.

Ta ‘ © Parenti
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Parenti optimo, . .
Carolo Arefkine, Car. Arcikine de Alva, equitis, filio,
Qui,
Juventute, do&rina plurimum exculta ; .
) HMitate prove®ior,
In jure refpondendo dicundoque
v Feliciter verfatus;
Sene&ute ferena placidus,
Summis in Republica muneribug, !
Ad vxxxii, ufque annum,
Gnaviter expletis.
Vita honorifica fatur, *
In fede tandem avita,
Offa juxta paterna,
Heic lubens quiefcit.
Carolo quoque, fratri multum defiderato,
Familie fuz, Patrioque, fi fata tuliffent,

. Decori eximio 3 A
Londini, in ®dicula coenobii Lincolnenfis, -
Sepulto,
H.M. P.C. Jacosus Ersxing,
;763.
NUMBER,
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NUMBER V.
PARISHES OF DUPLIN & ABERDALGY.
(couNTY OF PERTH.)

By the Rev. Mr WiLL1aAM GARVIE,

'THESE parithes, the names of which are faid to be
Gaeli¢, were united in the year 1618; fince which

time, Duplin has been confidered only as a part of the parifh
of Aberdalgy.

River.—Aberdalgy parith is wafhed on the fouth by the
Earn, a river remarkable for its numerous beautifulvwind-
ings, and containing, not only perch, pike, very fine white.
ings, and a great variety of other fea and freth water trout,
but alfo in feveral parts of its courfe, a confiderable number
of falmon. There is a falmon fithery in this part of the river,
but it is of no great value. The falmon are canght, partly in
nets, and partly in cruives, and are carried from this to .
Perth; whence they are exported to London, together witg
the falmon caught in the Tay.

For fome years paft, in confequence of a fuggeﬁxon of
‘Mr Dempfter of Dunnichen, the Tay and Earn falmon have
been exported freth, and preferved fo well in that ftate, by

' ' . means
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- means of ice and a quick conveyance, that they have been ef-
teemed equal, if not fuperior to any falmon in the London

market. A falmon fmack has run from Perth to London in
52 hours,

General Appearance of the Parifo.—The ground by the fide
of the river is fo nearly upon the fame level, that it is flooded
after heavy rains, and high wefterly winds ; but it foon rifes
confiderably higher. In moft places, it gets to its greateft
height at the diftance of fome¢what more than a mile from the
river. Soon after it begins to fall again, and continues falling
gently, and gradually, till it reaches the parith of Tibber-
muir.

$0il.—The foil, in this parifh, as in others, is various. By,
the river’s fide, it is fandy. On the lower grounds at a little
diftance, there are feveral ficlds of a rich and fharp, and fe-
veral of a rich clay, foil. On the higher grounds, and on the
north fide of the parifh, the foil which prevails moft is a ftrong
deep tills .

4dir, Difeafes—The inhabitants enjoy the bencfit of a
healchful air, and are fubject to no peculiar difeafes. Little
more than twenty years ago, the ague was fo common
and prevalent here,, that very few efcaped it; but it has
not once made its appearance during the laft twelve
years.

* Minerals—The parifh abounds in free-ftone ; but no other
mineral has yet been difcovered. Upon one of the farms,
there is a mineral fpring, the water of which has been lately.
feund very ufeful in curing the muir-ill in cattle ; a diftem-

pcl’,
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per, by which thecattle on that farm formerly fuffered ex-
tremely.

Statiftical Table. '

Extent of the parith from Eaft to Weft 2} Englith miles
from South to North 2§

Number of Englith acres in the parifh - 4051 0 ©

Acres arable within Duplin parks - 440 2 33

Actes planted within Duplin parks - 423 2 §

Acres arable throughout the reft of the parith 2988 2 11

Acres planted throughout the reft of the parith 1062 2 4

Number of Inhabitants 523 - Carpenters - 4
— Males 255 = Smiths 3
— Females - 268 — Weavers - [
— Under 10 years 133 — Taylors 3
— From 10to 20 13t — Cottagers in the fervice
— From 20 to 40 144 . of the farmers - at
— From 40 to 6o 90 — Day labourers 21
~— From 6oto 80 - 21 = Gardeners o 6
— Above 80 4 — Schoolmafter - 1
~— Married couples 71 — Clergyman - t
— Widowers - 6 — Male fervants 62
~— Widows - 14 — Female fervants 41
Average of Marriages for 1o — Diffenters from the efta-
years preceding 1792 6 blithed church, with
— Births 14 their children 133
— Deaths 9 — Horfes,about - 140
Number of Farmers 14 — Cows,about - 120
— Shoemakers 4 — Other black cattle, a-
— Millers 2 bout 300
— Mafons 2 - 'Sh“p. . 120

This
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This"Fable ghes the real ftate of the parith, in the end of
the year 1792; and, fince that time, there has been buc lictle
alteration.

* Plantations, t'c.—The plantations niéntioned in the talile are
exceedingly valuable, and' add greatly to the beauty df this
part of the country. All forts of trees planted in Scotland are
t6 b feen in them; and Teveral forts in great numbers, and
in the moft flourithing ftate. To fay nothing of the more
common fpecies, the numbér of fine oak, beech, fpruce fir; and
fweet chelnut, is very confiderable. There are¢ alfo a few ce-
dars, two of which arec among the largeft that are to be feen in
Scotland. : v

Pennant fays, that the afh does not flourifh here ; but he
muft have been led to fay this, through inadvertency or mif-
information ; for there are fuch fine trees of that fpecies, not
on!y in the pleafure ground and pIantatxons “of Duplin, but
in vatious parts of the eftate, that the ath may be looked up:
on as the indigenous'tree of the country. The mention of
this miftake of Pennant’s, naturdlly leads to the mention of
anothcr, though it inay be thought, perhaps, to be made a
“Kittle out of place. Pennant fays, that fruit will not ripen at
Duplm. and yet it isa certain fadl, that peaches and neéta-
rmcs ‘come to gteat perfe&non there every year, on the com-
gon wall, ' '

“T'he plantations in this parifh are of different ages, a great
many of the trees having been planted in the end of the laft,
and the beginning of this century, and a great many at diffe-
rent times fince the year 1762. Duplin caftle, the Earl of
Kinnoul's principal feat, ftands on the rifing ground, and is
on all fides furrounded with the oldeft and the fineft of thofe
trees. The rich and beautifully variegated profpe@ which it
commands, and the great extent of the adjacent plantations

and

L



of Duplint and Aberdalgy.” 133

and pleafure ground, give it a manifeft and an ackhowledged
fuperiority to far the greateft part of the feats of our Scottifh
nobility. The houfeis a very good one. Not the tower only,
as Pennant fays, but all the fouth part of the houfe, being
the full half of it, is evidently part of the old caftle. The
north front and two wings were built by the prefent Earl’s
great grandfather, in the years 1688, 1689, and 16go. This
front has an elegant appearance. But what. perhaps pringi-
pally claims notice, when the houfe is mentioned, is the large
and well chofen colle&ion of books in the library, and the
great number of family portraits, and other pi€tures done
by the beft hands, which cover the fides of the different
rooms.

Agriculture.—The whole lands of the parith, exclufive of
thofe within Duplin inclofures, are divided irito 14 farms. -
By abolifhing that very baneful arrangement of thém which
was commonly termed runrig, by draining, inclofing, liming,
and fummer-fallowing the ground, by doing equal juftice to
every part, and obferving a proper rotation of ctops, thefe-
farms have, within the laft chirty years, been greatly im-
proved. Much of the merit of this improvement is juftly
afcribed to the late Earl of Kinnoul; who, when he came to
refide in Scotland, not only took care fo to reftrict his tenants
in the leafes he gave them, as to prevent their continuing fuch
of their old praftices as were hurtful to the foil, but alfo
pointed out to them a better mode of cultivation, and left no
method untried, that was proper to induce them to follow it.
At firft, they difcovered fo great an averfion to any change in
their old fyftem, that his Lordfhip at times defpaired of be-
ing able to overcome it ; but, when once they were prevailed
upon to make trial of the new one, which he withed them to
adopt, it was not long before he had the pleafure to find, not

Voi. XVIIL A A R only
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only that they were perfectly reconciled to it, but that they
confidered themfelves as under great obligations to him, for
introducing among them a fyftem of farming fo highly advan-
tageous. In confequence of this improved ftate of the farms,
the parith bas now a very different face, from what it had
when his Lordthip came to take up his refidence here. At
that time' there were no grafs feeds fown, and no wheat
éxcepting a fmall quantity fown by the parith minifter and
onc of his neighbours; but now, there are feveral acres an-
nually fown with grafs feeds, and feveral with wheat by al-
moft every farmer. Now alfo much good oats is feen grow-
ing in féveral places, where, at that time, there was not paf-
ture fufficient for a fingle theep. Hence the rent has been’
nearly doubled ; and yet, being defignedly kept moderate, it
is chearfully and pun&ually paid. The crops raifed, befides
wheat, clover, and rye-grafs, are oats, barley, peas, beans,
potatoes, turnips, and lint. Of the three laft, the quantity is
not great. The rotation of crops which feems to be
moft approved, but to which few ftritly adhere, is, the 17
year after a fummer fallow, wheat; ad, peafe and beans;
3d, barley, with grafs feeds; 425, clover, and qeigtafs;
5th, oats, ‘

Poor.—The poor at prefent upon the parith roll, are 7 in
n'uu'nbcr. 'T}i'c money arifing from colle&ions at the church,
fees of mort-cloth, marriages, &c. isnot nearly fafficient for
their maintenance ; but happily for them _they have a good
friend in Lord Kinnoul. His Lordfhip, whether refiding in
tue parifh, or abfent from it, not only continues to give the
fame weekly fum which his uncle the late Lord gave at
charch, but is ever rcady, as his uncle was, to beftow
whatever additional fum is thought neceffary for their com- '
fortable fubfiftance.

. Ecclefiaflical
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- Beclefaflical State.~The church was built by the late Earl
in 1773, and is one of the beft {mall churches in Scotland.
There is a vanlt under it for the Kinnoul family, in which
the late Earl and one of his fifters lic interred. The
manfe, which was built in 1749, is pretty good and in to.
lerable repair. The flipend was augmented laft year,
and is now 32 bolls of meal, 16 bolls of barley, and
X, 94:18: 825 fter. including L.3:6:8 fter. for commu-
nion clements. The Crown and the Earl of Kinnoul are vice-
patrons, the Bifhop of Dunkeld having, before the umon..of
the two parifhes, prefented to the church of Aberdalgy,
which was in his diocefe, and the proprictor of Duplin hav-
ing prefented to the church of Duplin, which was in the dno-
cefe of Dunblane.

School.—The eftablifbcd fchool, which is the only one in.
the parith, is well attended ; feveral children come to it from
other parithes. The fchoolmafter has a hou[e, fchool-honfe
and garden, and L. 10 fter. of a Rated yearly falary. As
feflion clerk, his falary is L. 1 : 5 fter.  For fome years pot,
Mr Peddie, the prefent fchoolmafter, has been allowed by
Lord Kinnoul, L. 3 fter. in addition to his falary, for his great-
er encouragement. He deferves all the encouragement that
can be given him ; few being better qualified to teach Englifh,
writing, arithmetic, book-keeping, and the firft principles of
mathematics, and none more afliduous and diligent in teach-
ing them than he is. *It will not be deemed improper to add,
that he has acquired without any inftrucor, the rare talent of
communicating knowledge to the deaf and dumb, wnd of
teaching them to fpeak. A boy of this defcription, not twelve
years of age, who never had another teacher, has made a very
great proficiency under him. Already he articulates a great
many words pretty diftin®ly, and his articulation appears to

.Va be
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be faft improving. He can give, with cafe, the names of
moft of thofe objets of fight, which he has had an opportuni-
ty of examining. He can read, write, and folve any queftion
in the common rules of arithmetic, as well as moft boys of
" his age, who do not labour under his difadvantages. He
feems alfo to be in a fair way to underftand what he reads.

Prefent qnd former Proprietor;.—~The Earl of Kinnoul is
' proprietor of the whole parifb. The whole of it has been
the property of the Kinnoul family, fince the year 162¢,
when it was purchaled from the Earl of Morton, who poflef-
ed it only two or three years. For more than three centuries
at leaft, before it came into his poffeflion, it belonged to the
family of Lord Oliphant. o
At the fiege of Stirling caftle, in 1304, there was in the
caftle, befides Sir Wiiliam Oliphant of Aberdalgy, the depu-
ty governor, 3 Sir William de Dupplin his coufin; but bes
fore 1364, the property of the lands both of Duplin and
Aberdalgy, was vefted in a Sir Walter Oliphant, who in
that year, refigned it into the hands of David II. and had a
charter granted him by that King, by which the lands
were conveyed to him and his wife, one of that King’s
fifters, to be held in one entire and free barony.

- Antiquities.~—In the church-yard of Aberdalgy, and on the
fpot where the old church ftood, there is a monument of
black marble, with this infcription in Saxon capitals : ¢ Hic
¢ jacet Dominus Willielmus Olifaunt, dominus de Aberdal-
“ gy, qui obiit anno Mill. ccc. vigefimo nono. Orate pro
 anima ejus.” This perhaps was that brave man, the de-
puty -governor of Stirling caftle; who, when fummoned in
the name of Edward I. to furrender it, made that noble re-
ply : “ I have never fworn fealty to Edward, but I have fworn

<¢ ‘Q
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¢ to keep the gaftle, and therefore muft wait the orders of
¢ my conftituent ;”- and who, when the : caftle was beliged
by Edward in perfon, and his whole army, had the courage
to defend it for full three months; though before the com-
mencement of the fiege, all the reft of the kingdom had beea
forced to fubmit to Edward’s power. Douglas, in his peerage,
fays, I know not upon what authority, that this was the de-
puty governor’s fon; and Crawford in his, that he was his
grandfon. Both agree, that it was this Sir William Oliphaat,
who fubfcribed along with feveral other Scottith Barons, the
famous letter to the Pope, which afferts with fo much fpirit,
the independence of Scotland.

Befides Duplin caftle, the family of Oliphant had ahonfc
clofe by the chyrch ¢f Aberdalgy, the foundations of which
may ftill be traced. At a place called Monday, where there is
a commanding view of all the copntry around, there are fome
veftigas of a large building, concerning which tradition has
handed down nothing but i’ts namg, viz., Kemp or Camp caftle.

L A

Battle.—This parith wa$ the {cene of that unfortunate bate
tle, fought on the 12th Agguft 1332, between Edward Bals
liol, and the Scottith army commanded by the Earl of May,
The fpot where the batde was fought, has not been afoey-
tained, -

Charaller of the Inbakitants.—As to the charafler.of the
people, it may be faid with truth, that.they are fober,. perces
gble, and induyftrious. > ,

NUMBER
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NUMBER VL

PARISH OF CARMUNNOCK.

(couwTY OP* L.ANARK.)

By the Rew. Mr Apax ForMAN )
. .

Origin of the Name,
T HE parith of Carmunnock, affords but fmall room fer
ftatiftical enquiry. The origin of the name cannot
now be accurately ‘afcertained. The moft probable account
is, that it fignifies the camp town founded upon the flope or
declivity of the hill ; and the appearance of the village feems
to anfwer the defcription.

Anticnt State.~It is not eafy to determine, what was the
eondition of the parith of Carmunnock, prior to the year
1569, when there was an application from the prefbytery of
Glafgow, to the General Affembly; reprefenting, that the
prefbytery of Glafgow, confifted only of fix kirks ; Glafgow,
Govan, Ruther-glen, Leinzae or Kirkintulloch, Campfie,
and Monaburgh or Kilfyth. They reprefent farther, that
exch of the prefbyteries of Paifley and Hamilton confifts of
fifteen kirks; and defire, that Monkland, Kilbryde, and
Eaglefham from Hamilton; and Mearns, Eaftwood, and

Cathcart
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Cathcart from Paifley, may be added to Glafgow. In this
application, Carmynnock is not mentioned; but we find,
that in the year 1597, Mr James Hamilton, Minifter of Car-
munnock, confents that his kirk thall belong to the prefbytery
of Gla{gow, according to the will and ordination of the
General Affembly.

Situation, t'c.—The parith of Carmunnock, or Carmannock,
ag it is written in ancient records, is fituated in the county
of Lanatk, prefbytery of Glafgow, and fyned of Glafgow
and Ayr. It is bounded by the parifh of Cambuflang on the
¢aft, by Kilbryde on the fouth, by Eaglefham and Mearns o
the weft, and by Cathcart and Rutherglen on the north.

The extent of the parith from eaft to weft, may be about
four miles, and it is about three miles in breadth from north
to fouth; but by including twe annexations, the one from the
parifh of Cathcart, and the other from the pazith of Kilbryde s
which, by » decreet of the proper court, were united in the
year 1725, to the parith of Carmunnock, guasd facra tantum,
the extent may be fix miles in length, and four in breadth.

The greater part of this parifh is pretty elevated, and com-
mands one of the moft extenfive profpes any where to be
found. Towards the north and eaft, the eye is delighted
with the moft diverfified landfcape. The rich and fertile
plains of Clyde, from Hamilton to Dumbarton, the wide ex-
tended country around, which calls forth the exertions and
induftry of the hufbandman;. the city of Glafgow, and towsn
of Paifley, with the villages dependant upon them, and which
give energy to the ingennity of fo many thoufands in the dif-
ferent branches of elegant manufalture, for which thefe ci-
gies are jnﬁly famed, ftrike the eye of the beholder, and gra-
tify his mind, when he refle€ts upon the ufeful purpofe, in
which the varied, and exertive genius of the inhabitants is

employed.
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" employed. The river itfelf, from many parts of the groands,
is feen in fixteen different openings, and at a diftance, veflels
of fmall burden from Greenock, and Port-Glafgow, bear-
ing the rich produce of other climes to this happy country.
But the eye in taking a more diftant yange, brings into view
the lofty hills of Arran, and different parts of Argylethire
towards the weft, Benlomond and the country around towards
the north, the hills of Pentland within a few miles of Edin-
burgh on the eaft, and Tintock towards the fouth. The
‘profpet is fo extenfive, that a part of fixteen different couni«
ties is faid to be feen.

Sotl, &c.—The foil in this parifh is various. A very con~
“fiderable part is of a light quick mould. There are feveral
farms, part of which confifts of a ftrong deep clay, but which,
when properly drained, produces excellent crops. There are
“other grounds in the parith, the foil of which is of a light
fhallow clay mixed with fand. This kind of foil is very poor,
and is feldom able to bear a rotation of crops, without be~
ing every year nourithed with the moft rich and kindly
manure.

There may be about 1500 acres arable, and about goo or
1000 acres employed in pafturage. The grounds that lie to
“the weft, and efpecially thofe towards the north and eaft, are
“the moft fertile ; and from their vicinity to Glafgow, where
_ manure may be procured, are capable of great improvement.
“TThefe lands produce wheat, barley, peafe and beans; but oats
“are the moft common, and have hitherto proved the furcft
‘crop. 'The other grounds in the parifh, thofe efpecially to-
*wards the fouth, are fo elevated in point of fruation, that
" even in places where confiderable crops might be raifed, it
would be ditficult to preferve them in any tolerable ftate of
“cultivaticn. Thefe grounds in former times have indeed

©ot been
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been frequently ploughed, when the farmer was in ufe to

turn all his ficlds intq corn. Seldom, however, did the increafe

repay the labour ;-o‘n yvhich account, both from their fituation,

and the difficulty of accefs, even though manure could be pros .

cured, the greater part of thefe grounds is turned iate:
pafture.

/A gentleman in the nenghbourhood Walter Ewing Maclae,
Efq. of Cathkx.q, who enjoys a confiderable eftate in this
parifh, Has of late paid much attention to the melioration of
his property. He bas inclofcd at no {mall expence, the whole
of his higher grounds, with what are called Galloway dykes,
of five feet and an half hngh He has in this manner inclofed
upwards of 3 50 acres, fu‘wdmdmg the whole into parks of a.
fquare and oblong form, of 30, 40, and 50 acres each, as fuits
the naturc and appearance of the grounds. His cxertions
have already been fo far ctowncd wnh fuccefs, that for lands
w}uch formerlx lct for 2 thillings; or 25 6ds per acre, and
wcre thus rated by thofc who enjoyed the lc;afc, he now re~
ceives 1 5 ﬂullmga per acre, Nor would, he give a leafe of
19 years at this rate. The reafon, why fuch a sife has taken
place, is, that thcfeAgrouqd.-'a\ng: only ag'ord excellent paftu-
Tage, according’ to the ufg,:to:‘ which they are put, bt may be
confidered as fo many temporayy, falds for thegp hrought from
a diftance, and intended as,a ready fupply for the Klafgow
market.

The fame gcntleman is alfo engagcd in fubdmdmg, and
lmpronng his lower grounds. What he holds in his own poflefa
fion, he is improving at great expence, both by bringing his
feyvants and labourers from thofe parts of the country
where agricultyre.is better underfload, and allo by driving
manure from the city of Glafgow, thefe lands being ¢unly a«
bout 4% miles ditant. For fuch of the grounds as he is abous
#o let, he demands fo much per acre, 4os. fox fome parts of

Vox. XVl x them,
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pllem. aud 308. for otfter fields which are at prefcnt lefs pméne-
tive. There is no doubt, that he will gain his purpofe, as thofe
whohavealteady lived upon the grounds, to whomhe is difpofed
t0 lct them, are inclined to enter upon a new leafe, though at
twice the rent which was formerly paid. The proprictor hime
felf mcans to fubdivide and inclofe them, but infiits upon a
tatation of crops, upon fuch grounds as thall be fpecified in
the contral. It muft, however, be 2 confiderable time bee
fore his landable efforts canhavetheir fulleffec, as feveral of the
old leafes ate not yet expired ; but certainly the community ag
lacge muft wifh, that his labours may be crowned with ample
fyccefs, and that others by his cxeptions may be excited to
the like fpirited induftrys

SN

Improwmm.-ln this. pmih thete is yet great room for

many ufeful improvements. Though the breed of horfes is
exgellently adapred for the plough, and fon heavy carriage,
y& fuch js the -pevalenge of cultomy,. and an attachment to
former practices, that. the.old-Seottifh plengh is for the mofk
part ufed, and commonly dragged by four of thofe fturdy
apimals ; whila, ¥ Smal’s plough with its late imprave
wmgente. were intsaducedy two fisch horfes would be fufficient
for the draught,, withaut a driver, ar plough-boy, whe is at
prefeds-a necoflany attendant. -, Scveml of the more enligheen.
sk farmers, ivis hoped amidt wher gformy, will antend to
fukh, as-will i tha end prove ualln heneficial to themfeives
ard to their ¢ountrys .ad

sMoR of the farms agetinclofed, fomg with Rene, and the
gitater. part with thorn-hedges § the - Iatter if properly
cared fox, are ptefomable in a high coumtry, uponm ace
couns of the warmgh and..(heker they afford during an ine
clement feafon. - Perhapeit would add both to otnament, and-
wility, were the greater part. of the grounds inclofed with

‘ belts

r.
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belts of planting of conﬁderablc brcndth particularly in fuch
Hruations 23 Féquire proteion from the fRorths,” of wind add
rabs, which are here'very frequent.’ .

Rehit.—~The lands in this parith dé not rent high in compii
rifon of the prefent!general rate of purchafe. What is remark-
able, the fon, fathor, and grandfatlrer, as far as recolleQion
goes back, have lived upon the fame grounds, and confide?
themfelves asithey exprefsit, ¢ maturalized to the foil.”" They
are ftill fubjedted to many burdens, or fervices, which the prio<
prictor of the land requires, fuch as driving coals, workinga¢
hay, and other pieces of labour, all which onght to be abhe
- lithéd, becaufe they eheck the fpirit‘of improvement, and en.

croach upon thofe precious hours which the hufbandmin
fhould employ m teapmg thc fruits of hu own patjent
induftey. 3 wr

s THe lAnds wpdn ati-kvéage, in this panlh, may rate at: xst.
ptiacte, TheValued remt of the pariflt is L. %630 : 10Scors;
the'fed vent may be between L. 1600 and L.-2000 Rerlmg,
ifwe iitlude fcu-dm and fupaiomm.» ,4-

A\ &1 " Leotg

=sHorfes, &e.~The m:mber of ‘herfes’ ﬁed«Mdfaught and
thefeim, wre abowt 70, bat -byindluding the dbnexations ¥
the parifh, about 1207 < The fumber of milk cows, abougde &
Rt of which ure reared itf the parith. The.cows ardef 3
mhodbrae five, neither To large as-the Edglith, ner fofimall as°
thaHighlind cow, During tht {umwmet motiths t!wygm 8.
10y 12, 14, and 16, Scotch pints of milk per day. - s

>The horfes arc very heary and large. They ai‘c df the
large Clydeldale breed, -and are every where common in this:
past of the coumtry, biing cither teured by theicare of e
fatmer bimfclf, of purchlﬂad at’ the Rulhetgﬁea matke€:
Mok of she horles afed in this parifsare black; and hége

T . Lo XZ""- “ia i - furc
‘,34‘
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fare from t4 to 16 hands high, They are niu:ommon‘ly
- well matched, and may rate from L. 24 to L. 45 pes
head.

Management of Farms.—~The whole of the farmers here,
and efpecially thofe whofe farms lie in the more clevated
parts of the parifh, incline to plough little, but to let their
grounds lie in pafturage for 4, 5, and even 6 years, before
they lay them down a fecond time in com. Thus, what has
been in crop for the three preceeding years, muft be in paftare
for the threc or four years following ; while thofe proportions
of the farm that have been in pafture the appointed time, are a-
gain ploughed up, and appropriated for corn, though fufficient
care is not had to crop in due rotation. To this mode of
ceconomy, the farmers are in fome meafure obliged to adhere,
becaufe of the dearth and fcarcity of proper manure. Lime is
-at hand in the neighbourhood, and fome avail themfelves of
«3t 3 but from experience it has been found, that lime alone,
will not anfwer a foil and mould fo light and quick, with-
out it receives at certain intervals, a more generous and
unltuous manure. Dunghills confiting of a mixture of
carth and lime, are the kind of manure which is moft in
ufe.

The greater part of the farmersand people in the neighbours
hood, fend the produce.of the dairy to Glafgow, where at
times they find a ready market. The cheefe is of an ex~
cellent quality, being no wife inferior to that mild kind,
which in'many parts of Scotland is known by the name of
Dunlop. A farmer who pays betwezn L. 70 and L. 80 of

. annual rent, and who converts the greater part of his milk
into this neceffary article, will fend 130 ftone to the mar-
ket, at 5s. 6d, or 6s. per ftone ; a very confiderable portion
‘of his rent. ' '

The
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The farmers here follow the Irifh method, and churn the -
whole of the milk. They are of opinion, <hat the butter
is not fo apt to turn rancid, as when the cream, after
having been long gathered, is only churned. And from’
various experiments in different parts of the country, thére
"feems to be fome truth in the affertion.

The milk of each cow upon an average, will produce-
“four pounds, of butter per week, from the beginning of May,:
till the middle month of O&ober, which the farmer fells at*
18. and ncver below 10d. per pound. The farmer who has
32 milk cows, will therefore, during the 6 fummer and hara -
veft months, when the grafs is moft luxuriant, make L. 5o-
fterling of his butter, and above L. 20 of his butter milk,~
" which is readily fold in Glafgow, and its neighbourhood, at § -
"and never lefs than a halfpenny the- Scotch pint, or two’

_Englith quarts,

Though the' farmers have a ready market in Glafgow at
“all feafons for fych' necefl" ary articles, as milk and butter,
yet they are not'at due pains ‘to kecp winter cows in fuch'
order, as to fecure fuch a quantity of milk,.as it would
be an object to bring to-market, Feeding with turnip
is feldom pratifed, though fuch of the farmersas have ate
* tempted this, have found a very good return. It is how- *
‘ever hoped, that acrop fo beneficial in fituations where
the milk can be confumed, or the cattle fattened for the *
matket, will even here be brought into more gencral pracs °
ice, ' :

Ruarries, &'c.—In many parts of the parith, there ig
coal and lime-ftone, neither of which has been wrought 't¢ -
- any extent. There is alflo iron-flone, which was once con-*
tralted for by the proprietors of the Clyde iron-works, but
 ewing to fome failure in the gontrad, the agreement becamie

' null §



.166  Statiftical Account

wuoll; Gince which periéd,‘ the ftone, though faid to be of am
excelleny quafity,- has been negle@ed. v « v
iThere arc alfo extenfiye quarvies of excellent free-fione,
fome of a foft, and others of a very firm texture. What is
yemarkable, in thewhele efdate of Cathkin,  which is nearly
§ of the parifh, there is no free-ftong to be foynd, but all
below the furface i folid whin of the moft durable kind, exe
cept one ot 'twa inconfiderable quarries of rotten regk, ufcful
only on the highways, In this diftri& there are alfo maf{y
pitlare of the ftene called bafalteas a defcription of which has
were thmombpngmntothepu&w :
hit
,‘Ym Woelngvery pamof the parith, and pamcuhr!y
in the higher grounds, theye ave. many {prings of the mofk
‘esgellont water, thofe efpcially which iffue from the crexices
of the folid'rack. JThe quality of.the water is fo good, thak
ferarab gantlemen: from the uniwerfty and ocighbouthood ofs
Glafgow,;, well knows for their, sefpeQability, . and bigh-atw;
taiggant i the difiesdnt depetments of feicien, wentqt thes
paivs sa,make an aecuratcfuryey of all.the different fprings,
to jry. whatbRr 9 quantity| (uficient for.the fupply of the city:
of -Glafow aould, bevprogured.: It was hawerer fouand, wpon-
a&yally furvey, that if all the éprings apon the brow of the’
hill were colle@ted, with the view to be introduced into the
cisg, athey:cquidzonlp- afford.. 70 Scots:-pints ia: the minute,
which,was 1icfe l;amd\t guantisyxcqwrcd. . .
AME LG BN ot
m §aging, Rwams M-—There B alfoa aimerat '
fp1ingy.Bid: to bo of confidexnblg virtue i the cure of various,
difeafos, which mang- p_mple_fa she neighbourhaod afed forr
merly to attendg;But for .many years, the {pring bas beepc
deferted, foa -bathing, quasters being at prefent the more:
fathionable refort.
Therg
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. There arc few rivers of any note in the parifh; except the
Cart which runs along its weftern boundary with great‘rapidi-
ty. Its banks in moft parts are covered with wood, which,
together with its meandrings, ‘and the rapidity of its ftrcam,
senders it highly piturefque and romantic. It has many
elegible fituations for cotton-mills, and other works of utilityy
which require a great weight, and quantity of water. Aad:
it is furprizing, that, in a neighbourhood, where fpirity and
induftry have fo long been exerred, fuch fituations, ittended
by nature to call forth the ingenuity of man, fhould not have
been long ago converted into many valuable purpofes. The
orily cotton-oill ereQedin this quarter, upon the Mearts lide
of the river, belongs to a eompany in Mauchefter. '
: The great read, tleading from Glafgow to England dyo
Kilbryde, Muirkirk, Dumfries, Carfifle, &c. pafics throught
the eaftern part of this parith. There is another road that!
joins with the former, near to Kilbryde, intended as 'y’
thorough fare to Paifley, and the neighbourhoed, which pafv
fes through the annexed. part of the parithy and there is §°
third already contracted for, which joins the Paifley road toa
wards the fouth-weft, and is to pafs through the village of*
Carmunnock, to lead to Glafgow. ‘ "t
. - 9. 1
Topulation.~The fate of population,”as far ag-can be
traced back by feffional record, appears for the laftr1go yéirs™
to have been nearly the fame.  Before the year 1640, a regi-
firation of marriages and births began to be kepty but feve-
ra parts of the regifter, from decay, and other accidental cau”
feq cannot now be read. - What was the tondition of thél
parih 100 years ago, with refpe@ to populatioty, may in"
fosme. mexfure, be gollected.from the fpllowing ftatement:

AT . Marriages.
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Marriages. Births Magriages. Births, Builals,
Ini1688 6 14 In 1788 8 22 13

~ 1689 3 12 1789 10 22 It
3690 § . 1¢ ' 1790 [] 13 . 12
1691 11 18 79t 4 20 M4
1602 8 14 1792 1% 18 18
1693 9 15 1793 1o 14 [
""InGyears 42 92 <+ & 48 111 70
Av.ionyear 7 1§ - - 8 18 11

The ntimbet of fimilies, jncluding individuals who han
feparate dwelling houfes, amounts to 133 There are 260
* tnaled, -and 310 females ; fo that the number of fouls in the
parith, is §30. Of thefc; there ate 113 children undes 10

years of age. | ) .
Prefent pbpulauon, . . AN N
Do. in 1755, & s . o
Incrcafe, RPN & o 99

In the parifh, there are 1§ Weavers, 8 Mafons, who af
the fame time are employed as wrights; thefe occupations
_beiqg in this place confidered as commecteds Thete ate 6
-fhagmakers, 2 taylors, 10 dayslabotirers; 3 millers; 1 carrier;
.% cooper, 3 gardiners, 1 fmith, 36 men-fervants, 42 womerns
fervants.

Price of Labour, and Provifions —~Of late years, the pricé
of labour is very high. The wages of a man-fervant, are
. feldom below L. 10 fterling yearly. The wages of a woman-
fervant, are feldom lefs than L. 4 fterling, and frequently
L. 4:10. The wages of alabourer in hay-time, "and harveft,
are commonly 186d, and frequemly, 2 thillings. A dayla-

: bouret
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. ‘Bourer in wintet, commonly earns per day, t fhilling, and rs
64 in fummer. A taylor uniformly receives i thilling, and
a mafon 1s 8d, and frequently, efpecially in fummer, 2 fhil
log.

The price of provifions has of late alfo rifen very high.
Meal is in general, about 18 1d per peck; cheefe, 4d; per
1ib.; butter, 1cd, and often 1 fhilling per lib. ; hens, 1s 84
to 2 fhillings, or 38 4d to 4 thillings the pair; eggs, 6d, 84,
and fometimes, r1od per dozen. The two laft articles are
here frequently higher than in the city of Glafgow; becaufe
the feller, or retailer, will rather choofe to carry fuch articles

_to market, and fell them at a reduced price, than accept of
a higher price at home; beef and mutton, are commonly

about 6d or 7d, per lib. being the fame as in Glafgow, be.
fides the additional expence of carriage. '

Heritors.—There are only two confiderable heritors in this
parith, all the reft, in number 14, including, feuars, moft of
whom, at different times, have purchaled a piece of ground
from the family of Caftlemilk, being under L. 150 fterling of
annual rent.

Sir John Stuart of Caftlemilk, is patron of this parith.
The church was rebuilt in the year 1967. It is a fmall edi-
fice, built of fine and free-ftone, and is very commodioufly
fitted up for the parith, who are in general conftant in their
attendance upon divine worthip.

The manfe and offices are alfo in excellent repair, and were
equal attention paid to the mclioration of the benefice, the-
charge would be both eafy and comfortable. But, although
there are two annexations, (quoad fucra), which pay temporalia
to the extent of near 70 bolls of meal, befides vicarage to other
parifhes, the ftipend of Carmunnock, with all the additional

labour occafionedsby this circumftance, for which nothing is
Vou. XVIII, X

received,
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received, amdunts to little more than 5 chalders-of mea; and
x bolls of bear, or rough barley, with L. g:5:0:% of vica-
rage, and L.2:0:2%, for communion élements; though,
owing to the vaft concourfe of people from Glafgow, and
the ncighbouting pariflres, the expence incurred when the Sa-
crament is difpenfed, amounts to four times the fam ®.

- -The glebe, including the fite of manfe, offices, and what
3 apptopmted for gardcn, meafures about §acres.

LRI Smwﬁcn of Miniflers in Carmunmk.
Mr Andrew Hamilton, vicar 1586
Mg James Hamilton, reader and vicar 1586
Mg Archibald Glen, from Rutherglen, admitted 27th o
A - - - 1603
M. Robert Glen, admitted 23d Auguft 1614
Mr James Mowhrae, admitted 27th Novcmbcr 1622, .
_ removed by the Archbnfhop, - - - 1633
Mr James Hutchefop, from Houftoun, admitted 7th
December 1633, dcpofed ., - 1639
Mr Matthew M‘Kaill, admitted 17th May 1640, went
to Bothwell, - - - 1649

Mp Andrew. Myrton, ( Morton) admitted 8th May 1650,
,.tugned ou at the Reﬂoratxon, re-inftated at the Revo-

. Intion, died JuJ e - 1691
Nr Robert Boyd, durmg the dq;oﬁuon of Myrton, 18th

. January - - - " 1665
Mr Andrew Tant, —— 22d March ,1691

Mr John Kerr, ordained 3d May 1744, died 24th April 1775
Mr Jofeph Hodgfon, ordained 3oth May 1776, dicd 6th

December - - - - 1785

' ' : Mr

*® There has been no augmentation of (lipond fas nghr 250 yoars.

-~



- f- Garmunnoch.. YL

Mr James Frenth, ordained 21 £ September 1986, trand- -

- lated to Kilbryde, aift April - - 19K

Mr Adam Forman, ordained 26th January - 1792

~ Poorw=sEvery part of the. parith being remarkably heﬂthy,
the poot are not-numerous. Such however, as arc upon the
rell; are well cared for; and there is no remembrance when

an individual, cither man or woman, was permitted to beg. -

The parith have a comfortable fupply for all the purpofes of in-
digence, which arifes from the intercft of a ftock of upwards
of L. 400 fterling. This fund has been raifed by donations af
different times from the family of Caftlemilk; and prlncrpﬁ’-r
Iy, by the weekly colle@ions, which have always been confiv
derable, owing to the uniform attention which *this: Famiy
has ever paid to the parith in the choice of their pa&é:s.
The parifh has always been kept together, fb that there aré
very few diffenters ; no‘tw;thﬂandmg the rage for mock libers
ty. There arc 8 at an average upon the oil. Thete are
only 16 diffenters of all denominations;* 4iid while' the people

have been fatisfied, the Patron, by prudent.addrels, has ever

pleafed himfelf, and got the man of his choxc:. e

5

8chosl.—There is only ore fchool im the" par‘!h The'

fchoolmafter has a teaching room,” apd d&dﬁng houfe, wﬁh
100 merks of falary. The number of fcholars, is ufaatly be.

tween 40 and 50. The wages or feed ‘ate fo’ very low, ‘flxzit :
the whole living, including the office of Scffion Clerk, :md.'

Prccentor, will fcarcely’ an}ount to L. 25 per annum.

Antiguities—~The whole of this parifh has been in formet
times the fcene of altive exploits, efpecially the grounds which
lic towards the fouth-caft. Various tumuli yet remain; and

n thofc which have been opened, urns, formed.of clay, and .

Y2 rudely
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rudely carved, were found; in which the afhes of the desd

feem to have been depofited. Their contents within ¢onfift-

ed chicfly of a dry unQuous earth, mixed with human bones;

and a fort of reedy fubftance, which, perhaps it is impoflible

for us now to explain. We can form no credible conje&ure

about the time when thefe urns were firft depofited ,in the

earth; and few things have been found, fo as ta afcertain,

whether they are Roman, or Celtic ; but it is moft probable,

that they are the latter; and that the tumuli in which they

are placed, have been raifed in the time of the druids, before

the chritian 2ra. Commonly in the midft of the mound,

fquare ftones are placed, which form a kind of cheft, or.
ftone-coffin, in which the bones of the warrior, or of foms -
per&n of fuperior rank and authority, have been configned to -
the earth. It is remarkable, that all thefe chefts are formed

of fine free-ftone, which muft have been brought from a dif-

tance, as there ig nothing of the kind to be found in this part

of the parith.

In the eftate of Caftlemilk, are found the remains of a
Roman caufeway, or military road 3 and in an adjoining field,
feveral pieces of ancient armour, with camp utenfils, were
lately dug up. The helmet and neckpiece are of an uncom-
mon fize, and though they are much ‘corroded, and muft
have lain long in the earth, they flill weigh near 18 lib.
Avoirdupois.

In the houfe of Caftlemilk, which is noted for its fine f~
tuation, the unfortunate Mary is faid to have lodged the
night before the battle of Langfide. Many different fpots are
pointed out in the neighbourhood, where, the following dag,
fhe viewed the difcomfiture of her army, which was the ruin
of all her fortunes. The moft probable place, is upon the °
brow of the eminence above Caftlemilk, where a fi:ring
iffues from the rock, and moiftens the root of a thorn-tree, .

3 now
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now grown' venerable with age, under whicl fhe fit; and
which is preferved as a lafting memorial of that melancholy: -
difafter, o

Difeafes.~Many of the people from the healthful firnation
of the parifh, attain to a good old age. Some carry on the
labours of the field, efpecially in time of harveft, at the age-
of 85. Favers, are {n general the difeafe which proves moft’
fatal to old people.  There cannot be finer, nor more healthy
children, than in this parith; but from matcention, they
often fuffer from colds, which when negle@ed, bring on

‘other difeafes. On which dccount, many children fuffer by--!

quinfeys, and éfpecially from a difeafe which in Scotland; !
goes by the name of the croup. THhif" difeafe for the molt-
part, proves fatal; if the immediate affiftance of a phyﬁcxm v
be not procored. '

The fmall pox returns very often, and the diftemper is
pever alleviated, as the people from a fort of blind fatality,
will not hear of inoculation, though atfempts have oftent
been made to semove their fcruples -on this fubje@; ba€
every fuch effort has hitherto proved unfaccefsful. Itis a '
circumftance however, worthy of being related, thit in' the -
whole diftri of Cathkin, where there have>always heen 8o *
individuals ; there has not been-an inftance of & death by '
the fmall pox, for thefe laft 24 years; though the difeife ’
hasy im that period, at leaft lppearcd fix txmcs, and‘uﬂiform'ly
vxﬁtedmry family. ! -

Mansers, &c.—~The whole of this parifh is conne&ted by
inter-marriages § and this, for 'many ‘ages paff, as appears
from the public regifter, which has miformly been kept,
From accurate enquiry, it has been found, that there are not -
above 15 perfons, and thefe chicfly fervants, who have no

’ " fized



174 Statiﬁicai Account

fixed refidence, who cannet claim alliance with the whole.
parith; fo that when an individual conne@s himfelf by mar-

riage, he may confider himfelf as having giined above goo

relations at once, by fuch affinity. 'Whether he lives happier

an this account, or whether, from this extenfive relationthip,

fraternal kindnefs is more ftrongly called forth, we choofo as

prefent to leave undetermined.  Certain it is, if people ure fo

inclined, no fituation can be more favourable for giving force

to fuch kind exertion. Itis the more remarkable, that in the

vicinity of a large and populous city, this parith thould re-

main, like the Hebrews of old, a-diftin& people, and pree .
clude, as it were, the whole world from their alliance. .

It is but juft to fay, that the greater part of this parith,
are decent in their morals; fober, honeft, and indwftri- -
ous; and that there is no inftance of any perfon having-
fuffered any capital punifhment. Perhaps it woald be faye .
ing too much, to affirm, that they are in any refpefls,
better than their neighbours ; but one thing is certain, thae--
for near three years, in which their prefent paftor has lived -
smong them, he has never feen an individual ovestaken by :
intemperance. They are alfo in general, uniform in their .
attendance upon divine worthip ; and what few paftors can fay, -
there is fcarcely a family in the parith, however unfathion- -
able the practice is, who do not affemble, and copfider it as..
their duty hoth evening, and morning, to bow the knee in .
acknowledgement to the great Creator. But while we with .
not to withhold juft praife, we muft alfo mention a cukom .
which ftill prevails, and which certainly ought to be abolithed.
It is ufual in this parifh, as in many other parts of Scotland,
when a death has taken place, to invite on fuch occafions, -
the greater part of the country around;. and though called to
attend at an carly hour in the forenoon, yet it is gencrally
tqwards evening, before they think of carrying forth ther .

' corpfe
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sorpfe to the church-yard for interment. While, on thefe
occafions, the good folks are affembled, though they never
run into excefs, yet no fmall expence is incurred by the fa.
mily; who often vie with thofe around them, in giving, as
they call it, an honourable burial to their deceafed friend.
Such a cuftom is attended with many evils, and frequently
involves in debt, or reduces to poverty, many families other-
wife frugal and induftrious, by this picce of ufelefs parade,
and ill judged expence.

We are however happy to add, . that notwithftanding the
prefent defire after innovation, and a love of change, the
contagion has not hitherto fpread among the people in this
parith. Means have indeed been emplo'yed to corrupt them,
and to draw the unwary into the peftilent vortex, but by
watchful attention, the malignant efforts of defigning men
have hitherto been rendered ineffe@ual. There are indeed
fome, who have got the hackneyed phrafes of the day, ¢ Li-
berty,” “ Reform,” &c. but there are none who have openly
pretended to countenance meafures, and praQices, which
by every good Chriftian, and every loyal fubje&, will ever
be abhorred. Happy in our monarch, in our conftitution,
in our religion, and in our laws, our defire and earneft
prayer is, That our fovereign, and his auguft family may
long be preferved by the good providence of God, and con-
tinue to fway the fceptre of equity and peace over a happy
people ; and that the ineftimable conftitution they maintain,
and the invaluable rights, civil and facred, which we enjoy,
may remain until that hour fhall come, ‘that fhall diffolve the

univerfe.

Fortunati! femper, fua fi bona norint.

NUMBER



376 Statiftical Arecount

NUMBER VIL

PARISH OF CARSTAIRS.

(COUNTY OF LANARK.)

By the Rev. Mr Jauzs FinLavson.

. Situation, Name.
THE parith of Carfairs is fituated in the county of La-
- & nark, fynod of Glafgow and Ayr, and prefbytery of
Lanark; at the diRance of 27 miles weft from Edinburgh,
" and 2¢ miles eaft from Glafgow.
_ It is fuppofed that'the parith derives its name from the
;' form of the ground, which, on the north fide of the village,
arifes gradualy in feveral long ridges like fteps or ftairs, and
running parallel to one another; fome of thefe along the
: Lanark road feem to have been artificially formed into earthen
mounds fimilar to baftions in fortification.

Others with more probability, think that the name is taken
from an old caftle which ftood at the caft end of the village,
and had been either a repofitory of ftores or provifion for the
inhabitants, at the time that the Romans remained in their
encampment here, or a place of ftrength to fecure them from
the depredations of their enemics at a later period. Hence
Carftairs may be derived from, carr, which fignifies town or

city,
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eity; ahd ofor, provifion, the town or caftle of -provie
fon. -

Extest, 8'c.—The length of the parith from 8. to N. i
fix miles, and it is three in breadth from E.to W. Itis fur-
tounded by the pariftres of Lanark, Pettinain, Carnwath, and
Carluke. The rifing ground, already mentioned, divides it in=
to moor and dale lands, differing confiderably in foil and
climate. The upper or moor land part is a mixtare of
¢lay anid black earth, the dale or low land is a fharp fandy
foil. Both divifions are of a good quality, and capable of

producing excellent crops,. weré farming more ftudied; and

the land properly cleaned and cultivated. The great ob-
ftru@ion to improvement is the abfurd cuftom of ufing turf
for fuel, which is altogether unneceffary here, as there is

_ great abundance of good coal to be had-at 2 moderate dif-

tamce. Some of the tenants begin to open their cyes, -and
to be feafible that the preciqys. time confumed in digging,
winning, and leading home peats, woald be much better
employed in improving the ficldas - There is every reafon
to think, that agriculture will foon be browght to a hight
Rate of perfeQion, as there is no parifh-in Scotland where
ﬂn: farmer has greater encouragement or more local advan=
tages, the leafes in general being granted for the fpace of
fifty feven -years; at a reafonable rate; and a ready market at
Land for every tommodity.

Patron, Church, &'c.—Mr Fullerton of Carftairs is patron;

4nd principal heritor of the parith. There are five other

beritors, two of whom befides the patron refide. The va-
lued rent is L. 2150 Scots ; what the real rent is, the prefent
iscumbent has not had accefs to know, as he only became
toinifter of this parith on the 14th of Auguft 1794. He

Voti: XV Z has
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has been told, . that the rental is confiderably above L. 2000
fter. and that the {tipend is about L. o in money, and three
chalders of viGtual. ~

. A new and elegant church has been built ‘this feafon, st
feet by 32 within walls, with an ayfle and gallery, -the fide
wall 20 feet in height, and the fteeple 533 and it is all to be -
finifhed in a proper ftyle.

. Peor.—The provifion for the poor confifts of L. 230 fter.
of capital ftock ; the intereft of the principal fum, with the
yeady colle@ions of the church, which, at an average, is
In 16 9 fter. are {ufficicnt funds for the purpofe.

P ojmlation Tables

No, of famities * - 187  Profeffions.

Below 1o ° - 217 Clergyman 1
From 10 to 20 305 Schoolmafters - 3
—— ‘20to 50 = 1273 Gardepers = - 6
—— otof0 = 96 Wriglits - 12
Above 70 " ta 33 Smiths - 6
Totdl - * . "g24 Taylors - 16
Mies © < ' 422 Weavers = - 23
Females 502" Bhoemakers 14
Ne. of Farms - 87 Coopets - 3
ABote L. 5o of rént, (lefs  Slaters - T3
*" YhanL.100) " - *6 Hofiers . - 2
< Above L. 106 ‘ = ' 4 Licenfed publicans - 4
— Above L.2co  * - 1 Shopkeepers - 4
No, of horfes ‘a1t Male fervants 68
— COoWS ) 396 Female fervants 73
= fheep - ¢ ' 290 Daylabourers - 34

o ploughs - 40
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- Births,  Burials,  Marrlages.  Colleftions.
- In 1734 22 12 ] " fa16 79

1785 26 1 7 16 1t
1786 - 18 10 10 16 1§
189 24 18 8 ‘ 74 T
1988 - 20 - 15 v 14 14
1789 29 9 ] . 16 o
1790 26 20 It 19 o

T 1791 at - 16 6 - - 16\-_4
1992 20 14 W Yg 8
5793 19 1s 2t ' 7 168
238 136 87 £.164 12

A corre& parifh regifter has been kept for many years, and.
the feflion records extend as far back as the year 1672, in
which there is nothing intgrefting or curious, excepting
fome fevere inftances of church difcipline, efpeciglly dwing
the miniftry of Mr ]ohn M‘Latcn. who was afterwards fo
well known and fo much cﬁeoxped at Edinburgh. This
famous man was tranﬂateq from Kippen iin Perththire, to the
pan(h of Carflairs, in 169’9, apd for twelve years had ruled the
people with a rod of irpn,; ‘Bnce hxs time the authonty q{t.bw
h;k {eflion has been on the dcch,ne,

B

P

Ty o

Gardening.—This branqh of xmpmvemcnt is czmcd o,
with great fpirit, and to as high a pitch of perfc&non s the
mature of the climate will adwit. Inthe gardens of Carftairs
houfe wluch are extenfive, not only the fruits that are come
mon, but grapes, pine apples, melous, and every thmg which
the country can produce in that way, are raifed in great abun.
dance. The tea, coffec, and other foreign plants have been
tricd, and thrive beyond cxpc&auon The plantanons axound

: Z2 the
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the houfe, which is beautifully fituated on the banks of thg
‘river Clyde, occupy 500 acres of rich land, and have beeq
laid out with great tafte.

Antiquities.—The only Roman camp in this part of the
country had been on the fouth fide of this pan(h, on a rifing
ground near the Clyde. The camp itfelf is an exa& fquare of
fix acres, and notwithftanding the attempts of the plough and
fpade to deftroy the works of that great people, the prato-
rium is fill vifible, and the walls of circumvallation pretty
entire. The caufeway leading to the camp and from it, is in
a dire&t line, and can be traced feveral miles. Pots and difhes
of diffcrent fizes, and inﬁrumema of war and facrifice, have
been lately difcovered.  Coins of various kmds and of differ-
ent value have been digged up, bearing the infeription of
M. Aurelius, M. Antoninus, &c. Some of thefe coins have
been fent'by Mr Fullerton, to the Antxquanan Socxcty, and
to the Univerfity of Glafgow. .

Charaéter.— As the writer of this account has refided in thig
parith only for a very fhort time, he is by no means qualified to,
~draw the charater of the people. He can fay with truth, that
they are rcgular in attendipg divine worthip ; and is told, that
they all adhere to the church of Scotland, a few perfons in
the extremity of the parith excepted, who find it convenient to
attend a burgher meeting at Davic’s Dykes.

NUMBER,
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NUMBER VIIL
PARISH OF SNIZORT.
(COUNTY OF INVERNESS.)

By the Rev. Mr MaLcox M‘Leon.

Situation and Extent.
THIS parifh is fituated in the Ifland of Sky, and’ county
of Invernefs: It belongs to the pretbytery of Sky, and
[ynod of Glenclg.
The extent of this patith is confiderable, being between 11
and 12 computed miles from fouth to north, and in fome

_ parts, no lefs than fix f_rom caft to weft; but the form of it -
is irregular; the weft part being interfe@ed by an arm of

the fea, called Loch Snizort. This loch ftretches at leaft four’
miles inland, in a direttion nearly fouth-eaft; it is narrow
and fhallow, and forms bays, and curves, as it goes along.
The parith of Snizort, is bounded by that of Portrec on
the fouth; by that of Bracadale on the fouth-weft; by that
of Diurinith on the weft; by that of Kilmuir on the north ;

" and by the channel between Trotornith and the Ifland of Ra-

fay, (a part of the parifh of Portree), on the eaft.

8sil, tc.—The general appearance of this diftriét is rather
pn, and mounmnons. the furfacc is uncqual, and forms
[cvcral
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feveral valleys, or, as we call them, glens; yet there are fome
fields pretty extenfive, level and arable. The land as well as
the foil is various, The land for the moft part is thin and
dry, with fome hanging and fpouty ground; and the foil
poor, light, and gravelly; and yields no produce, unlefs it is
laid over with a thick coat of manure. In the north part,
and in a few fpots in the weft, the land is deeper, and the
foil more fertile and in the eaft fide of the parifh, the land
is in general deep, and clay. The quantity of arable ground
has' never bcen afcertained; hut by far the greater part of
this diftrict conﬁﬁs of uncultivated lands, overgrown with
heath and heather; of moor and mofs; of hills and moun-
tams, a few of which, are green and dry to the top; the
grcatcr number however, are wet and heathy. Thereis a
ridge of very high mountains, ﬂecp and rocky on that fide
facing the eaft, running from fouth to north, and fcparatmg
the eaft part of thxs dlﬁn& of the bamqj of Trotornifh from,
the weﬁ )

The principal crops in the pm(h, are oats and potataes.
'thn the feafons are favourable, fuch a quantity of each, as
is neqcﬁ'ary for the maintenance of ‘its inhabitants, is raifed
within the bounds of the _parifh 3 but when unfavourablc,,
which more frcqucntly happc:xs to bc the cafe, there is a ge="
meral démand for lmpOrtcd meal, Thc feed time is from
about the 2oth of March, to near the middle of May. The
harveﬂ: féldom begins- before the mlddlc of Scptcmbcr, and
often not till O&Ober, and the crop is rarely got totally intQ.
the barn-yards, before the bcgmmng of November, and fre-
quently much latcr ; the late harvefts are generally bad, and’
always prccarxous in this country ; from the latene(s as’ well
as from the uncertainty of the feafons, this diftrict, and in-
deed moft of the ifland, feems calculated by nature, more’
for gmzm" and g brccn Paﬁurc, than for raxﬁng corn.

The
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".The middle part of this parith, islet to i)ﬁncipél ~tack’i'men;

and both the ends are poffeffed by a fet of fimall tenantry.
The tackfmen till the ground with a home-made plough,
drawn by four horfes ; thefe ploughs, befides the ploughman
and driver, always require the attendance of one, and fre-
quently two men to lay over and drefs the ground properly.
About two years ago, Mr M‘Donald of Lindle introduced
Small’s ploughs from the fouth country ; their utility in the
great faving of labour in men and horfes being foon obferv-
ed, they were readily adopted bi the principal farmers, not
only of this diftri¢t, but alfo of the ncnghbourmg ones; fome
of the fmallefk tenants too ufe the common plough, for then'
weak ground, in the latter end of fpring; yet the chief i ine
firument they ufe in cultlvatmg the ground, is the crooked
fpade.

" Population, tc.—Although there have formerly been foma
emigrations from this, as well as from the adjacent parifhes ;
and although that diftrict of it, that is Gtuated to the weft of
the water of Snizort, and Loch Snizort, which was formerly
let to fmall tenants, is now in the hands of lts different pro-
prictors ; yet the populatlon feems rather on the increale s
This I think, muft be attributed c'h:cﬂy to t‘hc mtrodu&lon
of inoculation, which of late years, is pta&xfed with great
fuccefs. When that malxgnanr difeafe, in times pa(t, nﬁtch
this country, which it then did not very frequcmly, its de-'
predations were vifibly felt, in fweeping away almoft whole
families, leaving not above one, two, or fometimes three to=
gether in a houfe ; but fince inoculation, to which the lowcr
clafs of pcoplc have for fome time been rcconcxlcd, became
general, it feldom proves mortal, and has really been fo i n
very few inftances. The number of fouls at prefent in the
parifh, is about 894 males, and 914 females; making 1808
’ 3 fouls
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fouls in all. Population in 1755 ‘was 1627. The increafe
therefore, is 181. The fcffion funds of this parith are 8
poor, (being only the Sundays colleCtions, which are exceed-
ingly {mall, and a few trifling articles befides), that they do
not admit of having a feflion clerk, confequently no regiftet
is kept of either births, marriages, or deaths ; fo that no cer~
tain conelufion can be farmed upon thefe articles. The funds
. of the parifh are diftributed yeatly; or once in the two years, a~
mong its poor; who depend for their mantainarice chicfly on
the generofity of the benevolent tenant.

The number of black cattle; horfes, and fheep in the parifh;
is-nat eafily afcertained ; from the beft information and ftriQ-
eft cngjuiry, it is concluded there are rio fewet than 2537
cows; including all at and above a'year old. A certain nume
ber of thefe, the different fatmers and tenants drive to Partree;
where two public fairs are held in the year, the firft always
_on the laft Wedinefday of May, and the fecond on the fame
_ day of July following § ard there di{pofc of them to the beft
“advantage: From the money got for their cattle (which ig
the chief, and I may fay the only export of the place), they
pay their rents to the diffcrent landlotds, and furnifh the requi-
fites for themfelves and families. There are no fewer than
997 horfes; all of which are reaféd and bied for private ufe:
It is believed the number of flhieep ate nearly about 19524
chiefly of the fmall highland breed ; the wool of thefe fheepy
fome of which is of a pretty fine texture, the diffcrent fa~
milies get manufa&tured into cloaths, ftuffs, and blanketing of
various forts for their private ufe. A few goats are kepg
by the principal farmers. '

Red foxes, notwithitanding, a hmdfome premium is givens
for every one that is killed, are fill numerous and very def-
trutive ro theep and lambs:

The
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The eagle, kite, hawk, and black raven, are to bs feen
here, the moorfowl, partridge, and fuch other birds as are
"natives of the weft country, (the black-cock and his mate
excepted) inhabit this diftriC, and a few tarmagans arc to
be met with on the fummits of the higheft hills. The mi.
gratory birds are the cuckow and fwallow ; the wood-cock
arrives in the winter, and takes his lcave in fpring. The
fea-gulls, cormorants, fearts, and other aquatic fowls, fre-
quent the coaft : The otter and feal, allo vifit the
fliores. . )

Manufatures, &'c.——Public manufalures have not yet
found their way into this parith. The regular tradefmen are
weavers, taylors, millers, black{miths, houfe and boat car-
penters. The generality of the inhabitants arc' their own
mafons and fhoemakers.

There are three mills in this diftri®, two upon that
part of the property belonging to Lord M‘Donald, and the
third upon M‘Leod of Rafay’s property.

Rivers, Antiguities, Natural Curisfities, {&'c.—There are feven
large and rapid waters, in the greater part of which, fome
faimon are caught from May till Auguk. The chief of
thefe, is the water or river of Snizort, which takes its rife in
the parith of Bracadale, and running in a direCtion nearly
north weft, difcharges itfelf in the fea, at the end of the
loch of that name. At about a quarter of a mile’s diftance
from the fhore, this water forms an ifland of nearly an acre
and a half, formerly the habitation of monks and priefts,
but now the burying place of many families, in this as well
as the adjacent diftrits. In this fmall ifland are che ruins
‘of an oM large cathedral, which in all probability has once

Vor. XVIIL Aa ' been
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been the metropolitan church of the whole ifland of
Sky.

Several veftiges “of druidical temples are to be met with,
and fome of them pretty entire. There are alfo duins, all of
a circular form, and built without either lime or mortar.
Thefe duins or towers are thought to be Danith, and were
ufed a3 garrifons, or rather watch towers, or perhaps both;
what makes the latter probable, is, that from each of thefe
towers, another is feen from either hand ; and when any one
was alarmed at the approach of a hottile train, a fignal could
be immediately made, (perhaps by fire or fmoke), .which
being foon difcovered by thofe who were next in fight, they
could inftantly repeat the fignal ; and thus the whole inha-
bitants of the country capable of bearing arms, might ina
very thort time be colleCted and armed to repel the common
enemy. '

Many cairns or heaps of {mall ftones thrown together are
to be feen. In thefe cairns are contained urns, wherein the
afhes of fome renowned chiefs who fell in the field of battle,
are depofited ; in one of thefe lately dug up, was found a
large ftone cheft or coffin, made of four ftones, its dimen-
fions were about five feet long, by four and a half broad ; up-'
on the layer, which is a large fingle ftone of nearly fix feet
by five, and a foot and a half thick, was found the bandle of
fomie weapon, refembling much the hilt of @ fmall fword, but
quite corroded with ruft ; and a pin which feemed to be com-
pound metal, about feven inches long, fomewhat rounder
than a pretty large probe, at the one end flat and broad, and
the other round and fharp pointed. Within the coffin was an
urn of burnt clay, nicely carved, yet without any infcription;
the urn being broke by the tools employed in removiag the
layer, none of the contents were difcovered. Other urns of a
fimilar kind have been formerly dug up in this diftrict.

At
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‘At the bottom of one of thofe high rocks, and at a {mall
diftance from it, on the eaft fide, is a huge perpendicular ftone,
or natural obelifk of uncommon height and magnitude, which,
when feen from a diftance, very much refembles a larga
fteeple. This ftone is about 360 feet in circumference at the
bafe; a little below the middle it is a good deal rounder, and
thence leflening upwards, fecems to end nearly in a fharp
point ; its height is thought to excced three hundred feet.

There is alfo in the fame fide of the parifh, in the march be-
tween it and the parith of Portree, a beautiful fall of water, or
catara, the perpendicular height of which may be aboutninety
_feet; what is moft remarkable relative to this fall, is, that
nearly oppofite to the middle of it, there is an arched hollow
path acrofs the rock, along which five or fix peeple may walk
abreaft with the greateft fafety, quite fecure from and unmo»
lefted by the body of water that rolls over them, and which
in this fituation they might miftake for a thick pillar of clofe
fmok'c', did they not fee it dath upon the rocks below.

Difeafes, {'c.~No local ficknefs or diftempers of any kind
are prevalent in the parith. In a wet open feafon, rheuma-
tifm, coughs, and colds, are frequent ; fome epidemical fevers
appear too, and are at times mortal. The winter and fprings

\ are generally damp, cold, and piercing. The air, however,
on the whole, is not thought unfalubrious, and fome inftances
of longevity tend to confirm the opinion ; five or fix people
have died within the laft two years, whofe refpective ages
were from cighty-four to ninety, and many are now living in
this diftri&t above cighty years of age.  *

Rents, &c.~There are fix proprietors, four of whom have
become proprietors in the year 1779, at which time they feued
that diftrit of the parifh that was formerly the fole property

Aaz of
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of the Laird of M‘Leod, of which he has retained the fuperi-
ty, and a handfome annual feu-duty.

The diviion of the parith belonging to Lord M¢Donald,
rents at above L. 80oo. That belonging to M‘Leod of Rafay,
at about L. 120 ; and that diftri&, the property of the above
mentioned feuers, rented when purchafed by them for about
L. 200 fter. but would now undoubtedly bring them as
much more, were they to let_their refpe&ive properties.

Schaols, Church, &o'c.—There are no puHic fchools in thig
diftri®. The places of worthip are four, at a confiderable
diflance from each other. The veftiges of a parifh kirk only
remain ; an eftimate of one has been taken laft year, with a
view of building early this feafon, but no farther fteps
haye hitherto been taken. There is no manfe, the pre-
fent incumbent, Mr Malcolm M¢Leod, lives on a {mall farm
which he rents from Lord M‘Donald ; he became mi-
nifter of Snizort in the year 1788. His predeceflors in the
parifh were Mefirs Archibald, Donald, Archibald, and Wil-
liam M‘Queens, all in lineal defcent, the fon uniformly fuc~
ceeding the father for four generations. The prefent minifter
is married, and has four fons and three daughters.

The value of the living, including the glebe, is about L. 75
fter. The patronage is claimed by the crown and the Laird of
- M‘Leod, but both concurring in the fettlement of the prefent
incumbent, who had a regular prefentation from each, the
queftion of right was left to be difcuficd before the court
competent, at fome future period.

The name of the parifh, as well as the names of moft places
in it, are Danifh; fome indeed are of Celtic origin; and in
fome inftances, “the places take their names from their local
fituation, ‘ '

Kelp,
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Kelp.—The quantity of kelp manufaQlured here is not con-
fiderable, being only about fifty tons yearly, and this on the
weft fhores alonc; thole on the ecaft are bold, deep, and
of difficult accefs, and yicld no ware for making kelp.

There are fome frefh water lochs, a few of which abound
in fine large red trout.

Herring Fifbery.—Confiderable quantities of herring have
vifited LochSnizort for fome years paft,commonly in themonth
of Auguft, where many of the herring buffes have been pret-
ty fuccefsful, but the country people, from the difficulty of
procuring falt, have not reaped from it the advantages they
might reccive, were the falt laws fuch as to allow them to fur-
nifh themfelves at an cafier and cheaper rate.

The fuel ufed through this whole_diftrict is peats; they
are cut from the mofs, chiefly in the month of May, and
when the fummer is wet, the inhabitants are commonly very
il fupplied, ' '

NUMBER
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NUMBER IX.

PARISH OF WEST-CALDER.

(COUNTY OF MID-LOTHIAN.)

By the Rev. Mr MUCKERSIE.

Situation and Extent.

THE parith of Weft.Calder lies in the county of Mid-
Lothian, 'in the prefbytery of Linlithgow, and in the
fynod of Lothian and Tweedale. The average breadth of
this parifh, is about ¢3 miles, and the length 10 miles. It
is bounded on the fouth, by the Cairn hills, and on the north,
by the Briech water, which falls into the Almond, at the
north-eaft point of this parith. The fouthern part, which
lies contiguous to the parithes of Dunfyre and Camnwath,
confits of high and moorith grounds, interfperfed with mo-
raffes of confiderable extent. Thefe grounds, for the moft
part, incapable of cultivation, are parcelled out in fheep
farms. 'The arable parts of this parith vary confiderably in
their value, either from the degree of improvement, or their
local fituation; but the foil of the whole parith is of a

black mofly earth, or a wet clay, both on a till bottom.
The height above the level of the fea, is from 450 to 7ce
feet; and from this circumftance joined to the neighbourhood
of
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of the Cairn hills, this parifh is expofed to confiderable de-
grees of celd and moifture. The chicf ftorms of wind and
rain are from the fouth and fouth-weft.

Agriculture and Produce.~The modes of agriculture moft
generally pra@tifed, in all probability have been nearly the
fame, fince any part of the parith was cultivated. Hence
agriculture, except in thofe inftances when the common me-
thods are departed from, is in its fimpleft and rudeft ftate.
The whole procefs confifts of fpreading dung on lee 3 allowing
it to lic for fome time on the furface, and then tiking three
or four crops of oats. After this, the field lies three or four
years in grafs, and the procefs begins again. In place of
dung, the middle of a high ridge, is fometimes opened with
the plough, and the furrow mixed with lime, and (pread
over the furface. It is fomewhat aftonithing, that notwith.
ftanding this mode of agriculture, the farmer frequently
.reaps apparently luxuriant crops ; and perhaps the only pro-
bable way of accounting for it is, that in many inftanges, the
crop is not fufficiently ripe to exhauft the manure. The
farmers here have difcovered, that lime a&s as a powerful
folvent on all kinds of mofly earth; and they have applied
the difcovery, with great fuccefs to the purpofes of agricul-
tare. The fpirit of improvement has now begun to reach
this place. The foil in many cafes, has been by fome of the
intelligent proprietors ameliorated, by enclofing with double
rows of hedges and ditches, leaving a confiderable fpace be-
tween, to be filled up with young trecs, adapted to the cli-
mate. This has ferved the double purpofe of enriching the
foil, and rendering the dppearance of the country more beau..
tiful. One proprictor in particular, has improved his grounds
on the beft principles of agriculture ; and he has fucceeded
in raifing turnips, and in a proper rotation of crops.

Qats,
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. Onts; potatoes,. flax, barley, peas, and turdips; are raifed
in thie panth. The grain moft generally attended toy is
.mats3 the awerage produce of which may be from 4 to g
$olls an acre. When the ground happens to be lajd down
.with grafs fceds, the prewailing crop is rye grafs. " Of this,
there are two kinds, an annual and a perennial.  The former
gives a dJouble quantity of grafs the firft year, which is
ahought in mof cafes, to compen{ate the continuance of the
-ather. A confidemble quantity of rye grafs feed is preferveds
and befides what is fufficient for next year’s fowing, there are
Srequently in good years, from 300 to 400 bells fold out of
ghe parith. % SR
3v.There are confiderably more hosfcs reared than {upply the
wmants -of agricultpres and the rent is.moft commonly paid
fvom the faie of cattle. The high grounds in the fouth aed
xf parts of ‘thie. parith, are divided .iato 15 ftheep farmsy
yndiit is conjeured, that the whole lands cmploycd it thiy
manny, ' may maintain about 6660 fhaep. .-
-dThe phedphing is aow moft frequentdy carvied on by ewd
horfes, and Sndallls-plough has:beenmiroduced ;- while, at tho
Sunc.timé,. a great many of thewld favmers regret the defue-
tude of the old Scots plough, and a greater number of horfes g
andy affivy thgo theirdoil roquires:a‘decp and large fursowni
Roigrftarselypollible to maka: ady conjeCture, with refpe
withe vant ofvarabis ground 3> beeaufe the greater nember of
fagmad have dbmé outfield pr.mofs, or moor, capnelted with
g Wese it otherwife, perhaps the ogdinary rate of :atu.
Hé-ground>would be from 125 to 20s."an acré. The fize of
fetime is fcarctly in any inftance greater than what Is necefs
{38y ro fupport a'familys:and almofk every attemipt to acche -
mulste shis'kind of , property ia this parifh, has brought ruin-
ott the ‘pro_;o&or ‘
o N VR R . - -Cbcrafm‘-'
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ChuraBler and Manners of the Pesple.—Tii almeft every in-
ftance, the local fituations of men form their charaQers.
The inhabitants of this parith are much eicluded from the
commerce of the world; and nearly on the fame level with
regard to each othery their attention is direQed to few ob-
jeits, and herice theyrare finiple and unaffe@ed in their man-
ners ; while they poflefs a wonderful degree of fagacity and
acutenefs, in every thing connected with the circle of their
purfuits. From the great number of {mall farms; every in~
dividual may look forward to an eftablithmient in life; and
heoce his attedtion to bufinefs and induftry is excited.
In this Rate of focnety, it muft be confefled, there is little
fcopc for that ambition, which impels a inan to rife above
his huantble fphete ; but this ftuation fuppofes cortentmient
and happinefs. From this circumhftance too, it may be men
tioned, 4d a charaQer of this people; that the advantages
which they cannot fecute to tHemfelves; they with to convey
to their children; and it has been obferved, that a greatew
fiumber of this parith have been defigned for the ¢hurch,
than, perhaps, of any ten patithes of equal citent in a
Highly cultivated country, and in a given time. The great
Bulk of the inlabitants of titis parifh have a confiderable
fhare of teligiows knpwledge, and a becoming fervency in
their devdtion. It is hoped, that they will not be charged
with fingularity of manners, when we mention, that there
ate not perhaps fix famiilies in this parith, who do not daily,
and in a family capacity; affemble together to acknowledge
the Author of their mercies. Altogether detached from the
capital, they are unacqaainted with its vices. Drunkennefs,
sad debauchery of all- forts are fearcely known ; and there
are very few inftarices of men continuing uamarried; who
have the means of fupporting a family. This parith has been
pasticularly blamed with difaffcction to the prefent conflitu

Vou. XV - By tion,
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tion. From the fiate of fociety in which they are placed, th¢
teprefentation of any kind of eppreflion, whether real or
“jthaginary, is apt to affe@ their minds; ‘This, however, is
but 2 momentary impulfe; for, when they find that the ehicf
articles of lifs; by which they are fupported, are not the fub«
je& of taxation; and that what they bring to the market, is
taifsd in its value, by the very fyftem of which they are
‘taught to complain, the good fenfe of the patith is foon
- brought to-prevail over the defigns of thofe whe would mifs
fead thems '
Population Tables

y Under ¢ Seces
Families. Sopls. yearsold. Males. Females. dest

Heritors It 70 1 3t 38 26
Farmers 3 65 406 66 185 155 163
Cottagers s ' 29 107 29 40 38 24

~ Bay-laboerers. 26 102 30 34 38 21
"~ Widows = 40 67 3 6 8 i
Inn-keeper < 'y [1 ° 3 2 7
Smiths - 3 145 2 6 6 I
Coopers - 2 6 2’ 3 1 4
Flax-drefler - 1 5 3 S
‘Wrights & Mafons 7 33. 8 14 1 20
Weavers - 8 32 5 15 12 . §
Qarriers - 6 . 17 o 8 9 9
Shoe-makers - - 7 29 6 12 13 18
Millers - 3 10 3 4 3 v
Taylors - 4 18 4 o 5 6
Minifter . - I 8 3 2 4 o
Schoolmafter - 1 4 2 N I @
R DR

221 968 169 389 410" 321
‘ ) From




of Weft-Calder. 195

Yrom the above table of population, it appesrs, that the
average number to a family, is 4 and near v4; and that the
yaales and females,‘ are as 16 to 17. In the account of Sece-
ders, none are reckoned below g years of age®. Of thofe Se-
cederd, 142 are Antiburghers, 169 Burghers, 7 are conne&-
¢ed with the prefbytery of Relief, and 3 are Cameronians.

The caufes of feparation fram the eftablithed church have
been extremely various in this parith. In confequence of the
laft fettlement, from 4o to 50 perfons, have joined the Se-
cefion. Of thofe feparated from the church for the Lft 19
years befare this periad, the ftrictnels of the church difci-
pline feems to have been the chief caude,

Beclifisflical State of the Parifp.—This parith, previous ta
the year 1646, was a part of the parith of Mid. Calder, axic_l
had a chapel belonging to it, at a place which ftill retains the
name of Chapelton; about 2 mile ealt from the village of
Weft-Calder. The prefent proprietor, (Mr Gloag), has now
in his poffeflion a large hollow ftane, which {eemg to have
been the font of the chapel.

" In the year 1647, the commifioners for the plantation of
kirks, and valuation of teinds, valued the teinds of the parifh
of Calder Comitis, which included the parifhes of Mid and
Weft-Calders; and allocated the whole tcinds as ftipend to
the minifters of the two parithes. The minilter’s ftipend is
paid in money, and amounts to-8oo merks; together with
so merks for communion elements, and 30 merks for grafs.
In addition to this, the glebe confifts of twenty Scots acres.
Bbg Schools.

® The numbers flated of this parith in x755, were 2396 ; no more than
1289, are now mentioned. But as none are here reckoned among the Seceders
below g years of age, the diminution muft in fome degree, be attributed te,
this circumflance, .
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Scheols.—~The parifh fchool has * generslly “atteriditp i¢
from 50 to 70 fcholars. Of thefe, from 6 to 10 are recein
ing the rudiments of a claffical education. The fchool fees,
are 1 fhilling per quarter for Englith, 18 6d for writing, ™
for Arithmetic, and 256d for Latm. The fchool-mafter’s fa.
lary, is L. 5: 5: 7d4, and he has twenty ﬂuﬂiﬂgs more yehﬂy;
bya mortxﬁcatlon. But a refpeable nurhber of the heritou
have lately agreed tp augment the fa!‘ary, by a voluntary ¢on-
tribution, to continue during their pleafure. Befides the
eftablithed fchool, there are feveral others in the parith.
One of thefe has ‘been lztely eredied, by one or two of the
fmall heritors, in oppoﬁtlon to the parith fchool. The reft
are occafional and ambulatory, confifting of the children of

a ‘dozen or more parents in the fume nc|ghbourhood 3 who,'
on account of their diftance from the public fchool, are eom-
pelled to hn'e a teacher for their own famxlm.

¥ vr

Antiquities.—Towards the foutherny extremity of this parith,
there is an old caftle, which is reported to tiave been fotuﬁul
by Cromwell, to reprefs the depredatlo'ns of the mofs ttoop-

_ers.  On the weft part of Hayfield eftate, tbere was, a few
years ago, the remains of an old camp, known by d\c name
of, Cromwell-wit. ‘This is now converted into a corn-ficld 3 '
and it remains altogcthcr unccrtam, wbcthcr the name was
givenas a mark of Cromwell’s’ nnder&andmg in the choice of

" the fituation, or as a proof of his folly 3 although the laft aps

pears more probable.

"About two miles due fouth, there is on the top of a rifing
grmmd called Caftle Graig, the remain of a fmall Roman
gamp, in a p;_'ctty entive ftate. Within a few years, feveral
Roman coins have been dug up from the environs of this
encampnient, op which the Reman czgle was fufficiently ap-

pmn%
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parent, - but the circumftances which eonld-leed to the-gesiod
at which they were epined, where complettly effaced: ~Exs
cepting this circumflance there gfe no proofs of .lngxent PO
pulation within this diftrift.. - e e .
~These ave a f¢w ndmes of places, as Bpiesh, Coblmlhaw;
aod Polbeth; which feer-to be of :Gaeljc derivatign. But
" in every inftance wheee a Gaclic name 33 employed, . there is
a river, or a morafs, or a wood, to which the name mighe
have boen given before the countsy was inhabited. In ail
other inflances, the names of places, farm houfes, &c. are,
in the old Scottifh diale@, snd indicate @ recent date. The
followimg names may be mentioned as examples ; Blackmire,
Heugh-head, Slate-beugh, , Birny-hill, Mofs-end, .Rathig~
hill, Back-i-the-mofs, Stauk-hcad, Whitcfyku, and Turnjs
moon. 1. ‘ -
b e lga g . 1
Coal, &c.—~The greater part of this parifh moft probably .
ftands on coal. It has been dug fer in various places, -but
never:to much advantage, cxcept at Longford, on the eftace.
of Mr Douglas of Baads. . The working of this coal has been
difcentinued for many years But we-underltand, that.
the proptictor has now given.a leafe; and.fome attemprs
have been already made to find out the beft placs for erc.&mg
81 -epgine. -8
- Limeftone is alfo fo\md hexe in grcat abundmce Qae
great - lime-work at Limeficld. is mow :nearly cxhau(tedr
The firatum of limeftone feems to have.been in thicknefs -
about nine or ten feer, with a free-Rone roof, and a dip of
pne foot-inthree. Great pillarg have been left vo fupport the -
voof,. and the limeftone bas bagn every where wrought down -
to the leval. By this mecans an. excavation has been -
foxmed worthy of the attention of the curious ebferver.
. Poarifk
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1

Parifp Regiffer.—No precife accomt can be given from
the feflion records of marriages, or births, ar funerals,

Difeafes, £&’c,~The only difeafes peculiar to this parifh are
fluxes, and intermitting fevers, in the end of autumn. There
are very few inftances of inoculation, and the reafon againft
it, is altogether the religious one, of not bringing on difeafes
before the appointed time. This parith is fufficiently healthy,
and there may be alive at prefent about § perfong from cighty
to ninety years of age,

Posr Fusds.—~—The funds for fupplying the poor of this
parith arife from the weekly colle@ions, from the mogt-cloth
money, from 3s. 6d. given at cach marriage, and from the
intereft of a bond for L. 100. The mort-cloth and mare
riage money, have been nearly the fame for fifty years paft.
The following table will fhow the increafe of colleQions fincg
the year 1743. The fum following the diffeyent years, is fog
fix months in the fummer and autumn, o

In 1743 = = fL.s 11

1773 < .- 6 39
1783 - : 10 10 13
1793 - " 916y

1794 - - 108 4

The number who receive charity from the poor's funds; is

" from 10 to 1 5y and the fum given to each of them is at an
average 35, per monthy |

NUMBER
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NUMBER X

PARISH OF EASTWOOD,

(COUNTY OF RENFREW.)

By the Rev. Mr STEVENSON M‘GiLL,

Situation, Extent, ',

THE parith of Eaftwood lies about three miles 8. W,
from the town of Glafgow,; furrounded by the pa-
tithes of Cathcart, Mearns, Niellton, Paifley, and Govan.
The greateft length of it may be about four miles, the
breadth of it about three ; but its form is very irregular, fo
that its dimenfions in diffcrent quarters greatly vary.

A very populous village, named Pollock-fhaws, lies in that °
part of the parith which approaches Glafgow. It is fituated
in a fine valley, interfperfed with trees, and watered by the
river Cart and Auldhoufe burn. On the one fide, it is
fkirted with neat bleachfields in conftanct verdure ; on the o-
ther, with well cultivated inclofures; and affords from the
furrounding eminence, a delightful profpe of a manufaure
ing yet rural village,

In its general appeatance, the parith of Eaftwood prefents
all that fine variety for which this part of the county of Ren=
frew is diftinguithed. The little hills rejoicing on every fide,

have
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have their brows adorned with plantations or natural woods,
A number of fmall rivers wander among the vallies ; but
chiefly the Cart, fwclled with a variety of rivulets, purfues
among them its conrfe, till paﬂing with many windings by
the houfe of Pollock, it enters neat the bottom of Ctrockften
the Abbey parifh of Paifley.

Soil, Agri:uituf:,’ fo°c;—The foil is vatiows ; in fome parts
Iight, in others heavy; but excepting a tra on the fouth fide;
which is tilly and barren, it is in general fertile. The lands are
well inclofed ; atid the fact of the fields affords ample proof;
that the knowledge and the induftry of the farmet have, during
* the laft twenty years, grcatly increafed:

The mode of fatming is fimilar to thaf which has beeri
defcribed in the accounts of neighbouring parifhes. Pota-
toc farming feems to be patticularly cultivated here; and to be
well #ndeiftood. Horfe-hoeing is the mrethod moft comr-
monly followed, and where the grounds ate light and dry
is follotved with great fuccefs. Sir John Machlx fold in
1793 fome fields of potatoes at L. 12: 10 per acre, yet the
perfons in the village who pnrghafcd them, after all expences
were deducted; had them at 43 per peck of the Renfrew
meafure. Dr bmlth in his Wealth of Nations, ftrongly re<
commends the cultivation of potatoes as a cheap and health<
ful food. The porters of Londons he obferves, are among
the ftrongeft men io the world, and they being almoft all of
the Irith nation, have been chicfly fed upon potatoes. He
infifts too, that they are equally conducive to good looksy
and as examples, mentions the women of the fame nation. It
might be added, that no food is more univerfally acceptable
to the tafte, or is capable of being ufed in a greater variety of
forms. Llight not the improvement of it be confiderably
aflifted by attending more to the kinds which fhould be culti-

vated,
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“wated, afcertaining more clearly than has yet been done,
their different qualities, and appropriating each kmd to its
proper foil.

" The neighbourhood of large manufaturing towns renders
the market to the farmers of this parith ready and certain,
But the price of meal not having increafed in the fame pro-

portion with that of the other articles of life, and with the .
price of labour, fome intelligent perfons have begun to lay
down their farms clncﬂy in grafs. ' In general, about one
third is in tillage, and two thirds in pafture. There are kept
about 80 horfes, and 350 cows, but feldom any fheep.

Whether the introdution of manufaQures into the parifh
has contributed to the improvement of its agriculture, it is
not cafy precifely tp afcertain. The probability is, that ig
bas contributed to it, though not perhaps in that degree which
thc theories of philofophers would lead us to expe&. The
addition madc to the number of mhabntants, mu(t ;ncreafe
the demand for feveral of the amclcs of lxvmg Thxs leads
to induftry and the defire of improvement. I'he wealth of
the farmer mcreafes 3 and, he has boih fufficient mcans and
inducements to cultivate his grounds to. the utmoft. This
mode of arguing is natural but by ﬁxmg our att;Ptxon upon
one view of an objc& othcr views cqua‘ly natural and juft
are apt to be forgottcn. Clrcumﬁances frcquendy exilt of
an oppolite tendency ; whncfx nf t'hcy do not to\:nfcrbalance,
at leaft confiderably conntcra& the beneficial effects of ma-
nufattures upon hu{bandry. By their nenghbourhood the
price of labour is increafed. In order to procure labourers,
the farmer muft render the wages of his fervants equal to
thofe given by the manufacturer. A more expenfive ftyle of
drefs and living generally prcvalls where the pricg of laa
bour is high. And the landlord finding his expences in-
. Vor. XVIIL Ce ) crealing
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creafing from the fame caufes, naturally thinks of raifing the
rent of his land. Thefe circumftances diminifh the furplus
of profit which remains to the farmer, and confcqucntly
leficn his ability .for extenfive improvement. It is far-
ther to be remarked, that the value of many articles of
" life does fot alually rife with the neighbourhood of
manufaQuores and with the population of a parith.  “The
price of meal is not higher in Renfrewfhire at prefent
than it was thirty yeats ago, when manufalures were
in their infancy. To give advantage to the farmer, much
depends alfo on the kind of food for which the people
- have a tafte. If they fhall chufe to live chiefly on but-
ther meat, the advantage of their neighbourhood muft be
greatly diminithed, becaufe’ fuch food can be as eafily
afforded from a confiderable diftance, as from the imme-
diate vicinage. To this muft be added, that manufaures,
By affording a greater and quicker profit, tempt men to
employ their money, genius, and chief attention in thofe
more alluring branches of induftry, while the flower and
fmaller profits of agriculture are apt to be undervalued.
Thefe are fome of the difadvantages to the farmers at-
fending the neighbourhood of manufaures ; though it
is not afferted, that they are fufficient to counterbalance
their good effedts. . They are difidvantages, too, which
it fhould be remembered, aré not always attached to the
neighbourhood of manufadtures. Manufatures may be
flourifhing, when the manufalturer is fully fupplied with
hands, and when his manufa&ure will not admit of more
altive capital, than he has already employed. In this
fituation, the perfons who cannot find employment from
him, will offer themfelves at a moderate price to the
farmer ; the wealth which the manufa@ures have pro-
duced, but cannot employ, will be expended on the improve-

ment
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ment of land; and the manufaGurer himfelf will carry in-
to this new line of bufingfs, -that fpmt of entcrpnze, and
thofe altive habits, which diftinguith him ia _hig- owa pro-
feflion.

Thefe obfervations might be extended to the genctal cf-
fc&ts of manufacturers upon a nation. Writers have com=
monly confidered itasa fettled point, that population muft ale
ways increafe with the increafe of wealth, and that improve-
ment in agriculture muft always con'cfpond with the mercafc
of population. But both thefe principles requirg grcat lh
mitation. The population of a country does not ne-
ceflurily increafe with the increafe of wealth. Abundancc
of provifion, is without doubt a neceffary requifite in " of
der to an increafe of population. But it is equally necefs
‘fary, that this abundance thould be properly applied. W
out attention to this, no furplus may remain for 20w
creafe of imhabitants; nay the abundance may. proye the
mean of decreafe and imbecillity. A nation may in this
refpe& be in the fame ftate as an individual. A pcrfon
who is accuftomed to a certain ftyle of life, though he may
bave abundance in the abftrat, yet from hig habits he may

confume upon himfelf what would have provided for a nu.
merous offspring. He is therefore in the fame ftuation
as if he were really in a ftate of poverty. If he fhall
marry, bis habits and mode of life may be unfavour-
able both to the number and the health of his offspring.
While the labeuring man rears ten or twelve healthy
childrer, the children of the luxurious, fewer in number,
are often reared with diffieulty, and are at laft both
weak and uphealthy. This may certainly be the ftate of a
nation. If from any circumftances, the body of the people
acquire a tafte for luxurious living and diffipated pleafures,
or fpend their days in unhealthy occupations, the nation may

Cca2 be
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be in poverty ia: the midft of abundance, and-rea both few=
er and more weakly childreni than when it nurfed them in a
more hafdy- and fteril foil, and under a more incleinent and-
unfettled fky. -~ o

Neither -will improvement in agriculture always corref-:
pond with an increafe of population, If from Rerifity: of-
foil and the high price of labour, the merchant can impbrt
grain from foreign countries cheaper than the farfaer ean
raife it ; or if the genius and induftry of the countiy pur<
fue with a firong bent a tra&l 'different” fronr agriculture;
may not the cultivation of our own ficlds be negle@ted, and
the ‘nadon" be' redaced t