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bridge once burning, he was then the happiest
first

man

Slo

that could

be shipped."

The Scots, along with the remnant of the Danish army,
took shipping for Copenhagen; and there the Spynie regiment was reduced and draughted into the Mackay regiment ;
and the latter, at the same time, was greatly augmented by a
body of

fresh

recruits

from Scotland, and altogether was

made up to a strength of 1,400 men, exclusive of the officers.
The Mackay regiment remained in the service of Denmark
till the
following August, when a peace was concluded with

Germany ; and then they were liberally paid, honourably
But
discharged, and offered free shipping back to Scotland.
instead of returning home, they entered the service of Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden.

THE RAISING OF CHARLES EDWARD'S
STANDARD.
PRINCE Charles Edward, accompanied by the Marquis of
Tullibardine, and a few other zealous Jacobites, sailed from
Belleisle, in

France, on the 5th of July, 1745, in a small
and arrived at the south end of the Outer

frigate of 16 guns,

Hebrides on the 23d of the same month.

He

remained on

the 25th, sailing from place to place between the
islands and the mainland, despatching letters to his friends,
receiving communications in reply, and holding consultations

board

till

with companions and visitors respecting the best means of
raising the clans

who were

During the same interval,
stores

favourably disposed to his cause.
all the arms, ammunition, and

which he had on board were landed, and a few rude

preparations, such as the remoteness of the region and the
difficulties of the occasion admitted of, were made for his

own coming on

shore.
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At

length,

on the 25th, Charles landed

at Borodale, a

farm belonging to Clanranald, in the district of Arisaig, in
the south-west extremity of continental Inverness shire, and
took up his abode in the house of Angus Macdonald, the
who received him and his suite with a

tenant of the farm,

About an hundred clansmen had been colhearty welcome.
two of the Macdonalds, at the request of the chief

lected by

Clanranald, to serve as a body-guard of the Prince; and these
were hospitably entertained at Borodale. No situation

also

could have been any where selected more suitable for the
circumstances and designs of Charles than the abode he had
chosen.

Besides being one of the most remote and inaccesin the western Highlands of Scotland, it was

sible places

surrounded on

all

sides

by the

territories of the

most devoted

adherents of the house of Stuart, by the descendants of the
heroes of Kilsyth and Killicrankie, in whose breasts the

of revenge had taken deep root, for the cruelties which
had followed the short-lived insurrection of 1715, and the
affronts to which they had been subjected under the disarmspirit

These mountaineers had long sighed for an opporing act.
tunity of retaliation, and they were soon to imagine that the
time for vengeance had arrived.
As soon as the landing of Charles was known, the whole
" without disneighbourhood was in motion, and repaired,
tinction of age or sex," to the house of Borodale, to see a

man with whose success they considered the glory and hapTo
piness of their country to be inseparably associated.
warm-hearted and generous visitors, and to attain
view of the assembled group, Charles seated himself in
a conspicuous part of the room where a repast had been laid
gratify his

a

full

out for him and his friends.
spectators

who

Here, amid the congregated

feasted their eyes with the sight of the lineal

descendant of a race of kings, endeared to them by many
ennobling and even sorrowful recollections, the Prince partook of the fare provided by his kind host, with a cheerful-
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ness which banished all reflection of the past or care for the
future.

From Borodale, Charles
the chiefs from

attendance.
it is

sent off fresh messengers to all
he expected assistance, requiring their
of his friends, aware of his arrival, had,

whom

Some

said, already held

they should pursue

;

a meeting to consult as to the course
which Macdonald of Keppoch had

at

given his opinion, that as the Prince had risked his person,
and generously thrown himself into the hands of his friends,

they were bound, in duty at least, to raise men instantly for
the protection of his person, whatever might be the consequences; but it does not appear that any such resolution was
at that time adopted.

The

person pitched upon to

visit

Lochiel on this occasion,

was Macdonald, younger of Scothouse, who succeeded in inducing that chief to visit the Prince at Borodale, but Lochiel

went with a determination not

to take

On

up arms.

his

way

house of his brother, John Cameron of Fassefern, who, on being told the object of his
journey, advised Lochiel not to proceed, as he was afraid
to Borodale, he called at the

would prevail upon him to forego his resoLochiel, firm in his determination, as he imagined,
told his brother that his reasons for declining to join the
that the Prince

lution.

Prince were too strong to be overcome, and pursued his
journey.

Donald Cameron of Lochiel, on whose final determination
civil war was now to depend, (for it seems

the question of a
to be

universally admitted, that

if

Lochiel had declined to

take up arms the other chiefs would have also refused,)
though called young Lochiel by the Highlanders, from his
father being
father,

still

alive,

for the share

was rather advanced

1715, was attainted and in exile.
tainder,

in

life.

His

he had taken in the insurrection of
In consequence of the atto the family-estates

young Lochiel had succeeded

upon the death of

his grandfather, Sir

Ewen Cameron

in
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1719.
trose

Sir

Ewen had

and Dundee, and

served with distinction under
his son,

Mon-

and grandson, had inherited

from the old warrior a devoted attachment

to the house of
which no change of circumstances had been ever able
to eradicate.
The Chevalier de St. George, sensible of the

Stuart,

young chief, and of the great influence which he enjoyed among his countrymen on account
of the uprightness of his character, and as being at the head
inflexible integrity of the

of one of the most powerful of the clans, had opened a correspondence with him, and had invested him with full and
to negotiate with his friends in Scotland, on
the subject of his restoration ; and in consequence of the confidence which was so deservedly reposed in him, he was con-

ample powers

sulted on

all occasions by the Jacobites in the Highlands, and
was one of the seven who, in the year 1740, signed the bond

of association to restore the Chevalier.

Upon

the failure of

the expedition of 1743, young Lochiel had urged the Prince
to continue his exertions to get another fitted out; but he
to any attempts being made without foreign asand cautioned the Prince accordingly.
Among the chiefs who were summoned to Borodale,

was averse
sistance,

Lochiel was the first to appear, and immediately a private
interview ensued between him and the Prince.
Charles be-

gan the conversation by remarking, that he meant to be
quite candid, and to conceal nothing; he then proceeded to
reprobate in very severe terms, the conduct of the French
ministry, who, he averred, had long

amused him with

fair

promises, and had at last deceived him. He admitted that he
had but a small quantity of arms, and very little money; that

he had

left France without concerting any thing, or even
taken leave of the French court; that he had, however, before

leaving France, written letters to the French king and his
ministers, acquainting them of the expedition, and soliciting
succours, which he was persuaded, notwithstanding their late
conduct, they would send as soon as they saw that he really

RAISING OF CHARLES' STANDARD.

319

in Scotland; that he had appointed Earl Marisagent at the court of France and that he depended
upon the zeal and abilities of that nobleman, who

had a party
clial his

much

;

would himself superintend the embarkation of the succours
he was

soliciting.

While Lochiel admitted the engagements which he and
had come under to support the cause, he
observed that they were binding only in the event of the stipulated aid being furnished; and as His Royal Highness had

other chiefs

come over without such

support, they were released from the

He therefore reiterated
engagements they had contracted.
the resolution which he had already intimated, by means of
his brother, not to join in the present hopeless attempt, and
advised his Royal Highness to return to France and await a
more favourable opportunity. Charles, on the other hand'

maintained, that an opportunity more favourable than the
that, with the exception of
present might never occur again,
a very few newly raised regiments, all the British troops were

occupied abroad.

now

in the

He

represented, that the regular troops
insufficient to withstand the body

kingdom were

of Highlanders his friends could bring into the field; and he
if in the outset he obtained an advan-

stated his belief, that

tage over the government

forces,

would declare

and

once aid him,

in his favour,

the country in general

his friends

that every thing, in fact,

the Highlanders,

and that

abroad would at

now depended upon

to accomplish the restoration of

was only necessary that they should instantly
declare themselves and begin the war.
his father,

it

These arguments, which, as the result has shown, were
more plausible than solid, had no effect upon Lochiel, who
continued to

him

resist all

the entreaties of Charles to induce

to alter his resolution.

Finding the

Prince utterly

averse to the proposal made to him to return to France,
Locliiel entreated him to be more moderate in his views.

He

then suggested, that Charles should send his attendants
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back to France; tnat he himself should remain concealed

in

the country ; that a report should be circulated that he also
had returned to France, and that the court of France should

be made acquainted with the state of matters, and informed
would be ready to take up arms upon the first

that his friends

notice of a landing, but that nothing could be done without
And in the meantime, Lochiel undertook
foreign support.
Charles,
guarantee the personal safety of the Prince.
however, rejected this proposal also, and told Lochiel, that
the court of France would never be convinced that he had a

to

considerable party in Scotland,
surrection, without which he

till

there was an actual in-

was afraid they would not ven-

ture their troops.

As a
main

last

at

shift,

Borodale

Lochiel suggested, that Charles should retill he and other friends should hold a

With an
meeting, and concert what was best to be done.
impatience which spurned delay, Charles would not even listen to the proposal, and declared his firm determination to
take the field, how small soever the number of his attend" In a few
" with the few
ants might be.
days," said he,
friends that I have, I will erect the royal standard, and pro-

claim to the people of Britain, that Charles Stuart has come
over to claim the crown of his ancestors to win it, or to
perish in the attempt: Lochiel, whom my father has often
told me, was our firmest friend, may stay at home, and from

the newspapers, learn the fate of his Prince."

was

exclaimed Lochiel, "
Prince; and so shall every man over

irresistible.

fate of

my

"No!"

This appeal
I'll

share the

whom

nature

or fortune has given me any power."
Having extorted an acquiescence from Lochiel, who, impelled by a mistaken but chivalrous sense of honour, thus
yielded to the Prince's entreaties in spite of his own better

judgment, Charles resolved to raise his standard at Glenfinnan
on the 19th of August. In pursuance with this resolution,
he despatched

letters

from Borodale on the 6th, to the

dif-
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who were favourably disposed, informing them
of his intention, and requiring the presence of them and
their followers at Glenfinnan on the day appointed, or as soon
ferent chiefs

thereafter as possible.

Lochiel, at the

same

time, returned

own

house, whence he despatched messengers to the
leading gentlemen of his clan to raise their men, and to hold
themselves in readiness to march with him to Glenfinnan.
to his

After sending off his messengers, Charles left Borodale for
the house of Kinlochmoidart, about 7 miles from Borodale,

whither he and his suite had been invited by the proprietor
spend a few days, while the preparations for the appointed

to

meeting were going on. Charles and his party went by sea,
and their baggage and some artillery were forwarded by the
same conveyance; but the body-guard, which had been provided by Clanranald, proceeded by land along the heads of
two intervening bays. While at the hospitable mansion of
his friend, Charles expressed his sense

of the services of

Kinlochmoidart in the warmest terms, offered him a colonel's
commission in a regiment of horse-dragoons, and promised

him a peerage.

During Charles's stay

at Kinlochmoidart, the

arming of

the Highlanders went on with extraordinary alacrity; and
several days before the Prince's departure for Glenfinnan,

detached parties of armed Highlanders were to be seen perambulating the country in different directions.
Though
three weeks had elapsed since the arrival of the Prince, yet
so effectually had his arrival been concealed from the officers
of the government in the Highlands, that it was not until

they received intelligence of these movements, that they began even to suspect his arrival. Alarmed by reports which

reached him for the safety of Fort William, around which
Lochiel and Keppoch were assembling their men, the governor of Fort Augustus despatched, on the 16th of August,

two companies of the second battalion of the Scots Royals,
under the command of Captain (afterwards General) Scott, to
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reinforce that garrison; but they did not reach their destina-

having been taken prisoners by a party of Lochiel's and
Keppoch's men. As this occurrence may be regarded as the

tion,

commencement of

hostilities,

and as

it

is

strongly charac-

of the ardour with which the Highlanders took the
at the command of their chiefs, the details of it may not

teristic
field

here be considered as out of place.
At the period in question, as well as at the time of the
previous insurrection of 1715, the country between Fort
William and Inverness was inhabited altogether by disaffected
clans; to overawe whom chiefly, the chain of forts, named

Fort William, Fort Augustus, and Fort George, which reach
the Highlands from the east to the west sea, was

across

placed.

In the centre of these, or almost equidistant be-

tween Fort William and Fort George, stands Fort Augustus,
the distance between which and Fort William is 28 miles.

To keep up
of the two

a regular communication between the garrisons
mentioned forts, a road was made by orders

last

of the government along the sides of the mountains which
skirt the narrow lakes, which now form part of the bed of the
It was along this road that the detachThat they might reach Fort
question marched.
William the same day there being no place on the road
where so many men could have taken up their quarters

Caledonian canal.

ment

in

during night they left Fort Augustus early in the morning
of the 16th of August, and met with no interruption till
they arrived at High Bridge, within 8 miles of Fort William.
This bridge, which consists of one arch of great height, is
built across the river Spean,

a mountain-torrent confined

between high and steep banks. On approaching the bridge
the ears of the party were saluted by the sound of a bagpipe,
a circumstance which could excite
lands; but

when they observed

little surprise in the Higha body of Highlanders on the

other side of the bridge with swords and firelocks in their
hands, the party became alarmed.
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posted themselves at the bridge

and were under the command of

Macdonald of Tierndriech and though they did not consist
of more than eleven or twelve persons, yet by leaping and
;

skipping about, moving from place to place, and extending
their plaids between one another to give themselves a formidable appearance, they impressed Captain Scott with an idea
that they were a pretty numerous body. He therefore halted
his men, and sent forward a sergeant with his own servant

towards the bridge to reconnoitre; but when they came near
the bridge they were seized and carried across by two nimble
Seeing
Highlanders, who unexpectedly darted upon them.
the fate of his messengers, knowing that he was in a disaffected district,

and ignorant of the strength of the Highdeemed it more advisable to retreat

landers, Captain Scott

He, therefore, ordered his men to
and return by the road they had come. Tierndriech had for some time observed the march of these troops,

than risk an encounter.
face about,

and had sent expresses

to

Lochiel and

Keppoch, whose

houses were within three or four miles of High Bridge, an-

nouncing their advance, and demanding assistance.

Expect-

ing immediate aid and not wishing to display his weakness,
which, from the openness of the ground near the bridge,

would have been

easily discernible,

he did not follow Scott

immediately, but kept at a distance till the troops had passed
the west end of Loch Lochie, and were upon the narrow

The Highlanders
thereupon made their appearance, and ascending the craggy
eminences which overhang the road, and, sheltering them-

road between the lake and the mountain.

selves

among

the rocks and trees, began to

fire

down upon

the retreating party, who, in place of returning the

fire,

acce-

lerated their pace.

Before this

had been opened, bands of Highlanders
the direction of the bridge to assist in the
hearing the report of the fire-arms, these has-

fire

were proceeding
attack.

Upon

in
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tened to the place whence the firing proceeded, and in a
short time a considerable body joined the party under Tierndriech.

the loch

Captain Scott continued his march rapidly along
and when he reached the east end, he observed

;

some Highlanders on a

hill at

the west end of

Loch Oich,

where they had assembled apparently for the purpose of intercepting him on his retreat.
Disliking the appearance of
this body,

which stood

resolved to

in

the direct way of his retreat, Scott

throw himself

for protection into Invergary
of Macdonell of Glengary, and accordingly
crossed the isthmus between the two lakes.
This movement,
castle, the seat

however, only rendered his situation more embarrassing, as
he had not marched far when he perceived another body of
Highlanders, the Macdonells of Glengary, coming down the
hill to attack him.
In this dilemma, he formed his

opposite

men

into a hollow square, and proceeded on his march.
Meanwhile, Tierndriech having been reinforced by a party of
Keppoch's men, headed by the chief, hastened the pursuit,

and soon came up with the fugitives.
of blood, Keppoch advanced alone to

them

to surrender,

To

spare the effusion

Scott's party, required

and offered them quarters; but assured

them, that, in case of resistance, they would be cut to pieces.
Fatigued with a long march, and surrounded on all sides by
increasing bodies of Highlanders, Captain Scott, who had
been wounded, and had had two of his men killed, accepted
the terms offered, and surrendered.

This affair was scarcely
arrived on the spot with a party of
Camerons, and took charge of the prisoners, whom he carried

over,

when Lochiel

own house at Achnacarie. The result of this singular
rencounter, in which the Highlanders did not lose a single
man, was hailed by them as the harbinger of certain success,
to his

and they required no further inducement to prosecute the
war thus auspiciously begun, as they imagined.
Charles, to
affair

whom

it

may be supposed

was instantly sent,

left

intelligence of this

Kinlochmoidart on the 18th of
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August, on which day he went by water to the seat of Alexander Macdonald of Glenalladale, on the side of Loch Shiel,

where he was joined by Gordon of Glenbucket, who brought
with him Captain Sweetenham, an English officer of Guise's
regiment, who had been taken prisoner by a party of Kep-

men while on his way to Fort William to inspect that
The Prince passed the night at Glenalladale, and
his attendants, who amounted to about 25 persons, pro-

poch's

fortress.

with

ceeded about six o'clock next morning in three boats for
Glenfinnan, and landed within a few hours at the east end
of Loch Shiel, where the

little

river

Finnan

falls

into the

lake.

Glenfinnan, the place appointed for the rendezvous, is a
narrow vale bounded on both sides by high and rocky mounThis glen
tains, between which the river Finnan runs.

forms the inlet from Moidart into Lochaber, and at
is

about 15 miles west from Fort William.

On

its

gorge

landing, the

Prince was received by the laird of Morar at the head of 150

men, with whom he marched to Glenfinnan, where they
arrived about eleven o'clock.
Charles, of course, expected
"
to find a large
gathering of the clans" in the vale awaiting

approach; but, to his great surprise, not a human being
was to be seen throughout the whole extent of the lonely
glen, except the solitary inhabitants of the few huts which
his

Chagrined and disappointed, Charles
entered one of these hovels to ruminate over the supposed
formed the hamlet.
causes which

might have retarded the assembling of his

After waiting about two hours in anxious suspense,
he was relieved from his solicitude by the distant sound of a
friends.

bagpipe, which occasionally broke upon his ear; and by its
gradual increase, it soon became evident that a party was
coming in the direction of the glen. While all eyes were

turned towards the point whence the sound proceeded, a
dark mass was seen overtopping the hill and descending its
This was the clan Cameron, amounting to between
side.
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700 and 800 men, with Lochiel, their chief, at their head.
They advanced in two columns, of three men deep each, with
the prisoners

who were taken

in the late scuffle

between the

lines.

If in the state of

suspense

which he was kept

in

after

entering Glenfinnan, the spirits of Charles suffered a temporary depression, they soon recovered their wonted buoyancy
when he beheld the gallant band which now stood before

him.

Without waiting,

therefore, for the other clans

who

were expected to join, the Prince at once resolved to raise
" the Elector
his standard, and to declare open war against
of Hanover," as George the Second was called, " and his
adherents."
The Marquis of Tullibardine, to whom, from
his rank,

was

allotted the

honour of unfurling the standard,

took his station on a small knoll

in the centre of the vale,

where, supported by two men, he displayed the banner,
and proclaimed the Chevalier de St. George as king before the assembled host, who rent the air with their accla-

And though the acclaiming host at the moment
was not considerable, the prospective one involved in the proceedings was believed to be great and magnificent, and may,
mations.

with some poetic licence, be described, in the rather bombastic lines of Mr. Aytoun, as
"

The

array

That around the royal standard
Gather'd on the glorious day,

When,

in deep Glenfinnan's valley,
Thousands, on their bended knees,
Saw once more that stately ensign,

Waving

When

in the

northern breeze,

the noble Tullibardine

Stood beneath

its

weltering fold,

With the Ruddy Lion ramping
In the field of tressur'd gold!
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the mighty heart of Scotland

All too big to slumber more,

Burst in wrath and exultation

Like a huge volcano's roar!"

About an hour after the unfurling of the banner, and the
reading of a manifesto, Macdonald of Keppoch joined the
Prince with 300 of his men ; and in the evening some
gentlemen of the name of Macleod arrived at Glenfinnan,
proffered their services to the Prince, and offered to return to Skye, and raise all the men they could in support of
his cause.
On arriving at Glenfinnan, Macdonald of Tierridriech presented the Prince with an excellent horse which

he had taken from Captain Scott. The animated appearance of the glen, which now resounded with the martial
strains of the pibroch, contrasted strongly with the solitary

gloom which pervaded it when the Prince entered it. Instead
of the small party which joined him in the morning, Charles
found himself within a few hours thereafter at the head of a

body of about 1,200 brave and resolute men, warmly attached
and cause, and ready and willing to hazard their

to his person

Charles was exceedingly delighted at
the appearance of his little army, and it has been observed
that at no other time did he look more cheerful or display a

lives in his service.

greater buoyancy of spirits.

Thus was performed the

first

act of that tragic

drama which

nearly overturned the government of a great empire, and
which, even ending as it did, brought ruin on many a noble
family, and entailed a load of misery on a
monuof
the
great part
population of the Highlands.
ment has been erected by M'Donald of Glenalladale, on the

and honourable

A

spot where the Prince's standard was unfurled, to the me"
"
mory of those who fought and bled in this rebellion. It
is a sort of tower, with a small house attached, displaying

any thing but

taste

;

but even as

it

is, it

has a striking

effect,
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when

associated with the wildness which reigns around,

the romantic and unfortunate adventure

The

and

commemorates.
Gaelic, Latin, and
it

is in three languages,
in
"
On
following is a copy of the English one :
this spot where Prince Charles Edward first raised his standard, on the 19th day of August, 1745, when he made the

inscription

The

English.

daring and romantic attempt to recover a throne lost by the
imprudence of his ancestors, this column is erected by Alex-

ander M'Donald, Esq. of Glenalladale, to commemorate the
generous zeal, the undaunted bravery, and the inviolable
fidelity

of his forefathers, and the rest of those

who

fought

arduous and unfortunate enterprise. This
pillar is now, alas! also become the monument of its amiable
and accomplished founder, who, before it was finished, died

and bled

in that

in

Edinburgh on the 4th January, 1815, at the early age of

28

years."

THE BATTLE OF TARA.
THE

hill

of Tara, in the county of Meath,

is

one of the most

celebrated localities in Ireland, and possesses considerable
interest for Scotish antiquaries, as well as prime interest for
Irish ones.
It is a verdant, moundish, flowingly-outlined
mass, about f of a mile in length from north to south, rather
less than \ a mile in extreme breadth,
possessing a wavy,

tumulated, tabular summit, lifting up a large, solitary standing stone or monumental pillar on the crown of one of its
tumuli,

and 507

sharing with the

of Skreen, IJmile to the east,
power and interest of relieving

hill

feet in altitude, the

the monotony of the vast central expanse of the plain of
Meath, and commanding a panoramic, minutely featured,

and warmly tinted view of that brilliant expanse,
rich,
fertile, and as capable of the most finished culture and the
most ornate loveliness

as a garden.

