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"

is

said to

have been the pit or dungeon for confining
most dreadful one it must have been."

prisoners, and a

The heroic lady, commonly called Black Agnes, wife of
Patrick, ninth Earl of Dunbar and March, assumed the
Earldom of Moray, at the death of her brother in 1347.
She died about the year 13-69, leaving two sons, Georgi
tenth Earl of Dunbar and March, and John Earl of Moray.
Her husband, who is mentioned as Earl of March, com1

,

manded the

left

wing of the Scotish army

at the

fatal

battle of Durham, in conjunction with the

High Steward, in
October 1346, and retreated in good order from that conThe town of
flict, though not without considerable loss.

Dunbar was erected a

free

burgh

in

his favour in 13G9,

about which time he died.

BATTLE OF PO1CT1ERSESCAPE OF
DOUGLAS.*
A. D. 1356.

A

NARRATIVE

c

f

the famous battle between the French and

the English, in the vineyards of Maupertuis near Poictiers,
does not fall within the plan of the present work, but
it is

worthy of notice on account of an amusing anecdote

related by Fordun, and which Lord Hailcs admits has " the
appearance of truth." In this battle, fought on the 19th of

September 1356, there were a considerable number of
Scotish soldiers, who, during a momentary tranquillity at
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home, crowded to the standard of the French monarch King
Lord Douglas offered his services, and was received

John.

with distinguished honours.
The French were defeated,
and great carnage was made of the Scots.
Lord Douglas
was wounded, and forced off the field by his surviving companions, but one of his followers, Archibald Douglas, the
illegitimate son of the celebrated Sir
in

Granada by the Saracens,

fell

James Douglas, slam
hands of the

into the

English.

This gentleman happened to be arrayed in armour more
sumptuous than the other Scotish prisoners of rank, and
it was
supposed by the English that he was a powerful nobleman.
Late in the evening after the battle, when
the victors were about to strip him of his armour, Sir William Ramsay of Colluthie, also a prisoner, happened to be

present.

Fixing his eyes on Archibald Douglas, and affecthe exclaimed " You cursed,

ing to be in a furious passion,

damnable murderer, how comes it, in the name of mischief,
that you are thus proudly decked out in your master's armour? Come hither, and pull off my boots!" Douglas,

who understood

the project, approached in a trembling atand pulled off one of Ramsay's boots, and the
knight immediately taking it up, beat the pretended lacquey
with it in a violent manner.
The English bystanders, astitude, knelt,

tonished at Ramsay's conduct, interposed and rescued Douglas, and asked the former how he dared to maltreat a no-

bleman of rank ? " What," exclaimed Ramsay, " he a nobleman
Why, he is a scullion and a base knave, and I supGo, you villain, to the field of
pose has killed his master.
!

battle,

search for the body of

and when you have found
give him a decent burial."

it

my

cousin,

come back,

He

that

" Get
you gone

"
;

fly.

I

may at

least

then offered a ransom of

forty shillings for the feigned man-servant,

cepted, and after again cuffing

your master,

him

which was ache cried

severely,
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Douglas carried on tlie deceit, and was allowed to depart
on the pretended search for his master's body. He was soon

beyond the reach of

his captors.

BATTLE ON THE BOROUGHMUHl
OF EDINBURGH.*
AD.

1335.

TIIK Boroughmuir of Edinburgh is a well-known locality
This extensive
the south-western vicinity of the city.

in

tract,

now

in

fine

cultivation,

and adorned with many

elegant villas, stretches from the upper part of the common called Burntsfield Links, towards Braid Hill and the

base of the Pentlands, and

is

repeatedly mentioned in his-

tory as one of the chief places for mustering the Scotish armies.
It was one time so thickly covered with wood, that in or-

der to clear

it

free permission

to the citizens to cut

was given by the Magistrates

down and

carry

away

as

much

timber

and many of the curious old wooden tenements in the Lawnmarket, Castle Hill, and High Street
of Edinburgh, are constructed of the timber which once luxas they pleased,

uriantly covered the Boroughmuir.
In 1335, Edward III. invaded Scotland

by the West
Marches, crossing the Solway, while his fleet, with provisions and military stores, entered the Frith of Forth on the
other side of the island.
Soon after the march of the King
of England into Scotland, and while he was encamped at
Perth, expecting the assistance of the Earl of Athole,

Count of Namur landed on the 30th of July
*
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