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on the
countrymen, and there was none of either side

field

of battle except Angus Dow Mackay, who was leaning on
Evander thereupon concealed
a servant viewing the slain.
himself in a bush, and shot an arrow at Angus, which
killed

him."

Evander

fled

with the utmost speed to avoid the Mac-

kays, and succeeded in escaping by circuitous paths, but
the vengeance of the sept was implacable, and after various
attempts to seize him without effect, as he generally slept

and always changed his hiding places, he
met by William Dow Mackay, the grandson of
This was at the ford of
the old chief whom he had killed.
When
a stream which Evander was compelled to cross.

among
was

in

the

hills,

at last

the centre of

in Gaelic,

der,

it

" The

Mackay came upon him, and exclaimed
" I see
is foul !"
Evan-

ford

so," replied

when Mackay sprung upon him.

cut off his head,

which he carried away, and allowed the body to be washed
down with the stream. He brought the head with him to
Tongue, and laid it in the presence of his caterans on a
spot

still

designated the Knoll of Heads.
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THE Gunns

of Caithness are mentioned as something like

A

the Swiss, inasmuch as they were hired to fight.
quarrel took place between them and other inhabitants of Caithness,

or

and the Keiths, the vassals of the Earls Marischal,

properly speaking of Keith of Ackergill.
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their

own

strength, the Keiths implored the assistance of

Angus Mackay, a chief of that numerous sept, who willingly
listened to the request. The Gunns, who were to be remunerated for their exploits, and the other opposing parties,
hastily

convened, and met the Mackays and the Keiths at

a place called the Moor of Tannach, near the east coast of
Caithness, three miles south from Wick, so that the Mackays, who entered the county on the west, had to march
about thirty-four miles thiough an hostile district, which
intimates that their numbers must have been considerable.
It

was suggested by some present,

happy

to prevent the un-

effusion of blood by a general combat, that riders

on

twelve horses should meet at an ancient ecclesiastical edifice

now

in ruins called St Ere's, or St Tayr's Kirk,

a

little

below Ackergill Tower. It was agreed by the parties that
the Gunns should muster man for man, and three for Reachmore, or

Muckle

Keith,

on the principle that

in fairness

a

very strong man ought to have more than one to match
him.
At the time and place appointed the Gunns ap-

peared twelve in number, and as the Keiths had not aremployed the time in devotion. At length the

rived they

when it was discovered that they had
mounted two men on each horse. With this su-

Keiths appeared,
craftily

fell upon the Gunns, who
were soon overpowered, and compelled to fly for sanctuary
*o St Ere's chapel, where most of them were put to death.

perior force they immediately

The

fate of the

tory aspect.
to this affair
pel,

when

in it for

Gunns assumes something

like

a retalia-

a tradition that some time previous
a number of them surrounded this very cha-

There

is

the people of the neighbourhood were assembled
many of them in

divine service, and slaughtered

cold blood.

Sir

Robert Gordon relates that

in his

time the

blood of the Gunns put to death by the Keiths was seen on
the walls of the chapel. The son of the leader of the Gunns
left

Caithness with a number of his clan, and settled
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of this gentleman and a number of
Keith of Ackergill, accom-

his sept afterwards intercepted

on their
panied by his son, and twelve of their followers,
ail in
journey from Inverugy to Caithness, and killed them
of
the
in
the
massacre
committed
St. Ere.
of
chapel
revenge
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A.D. 1715.

THE

exploits of

Rob Roy Macgregor, and

of the clan

Gregor, who are characterized by their enemies as "a race
of men utterly infamous for thieving, depredation, and mur-

Amongst

of

Scotland.

Rob Roy was

a Jacobite

celebrated in the local history

der," are

his other characteristics

and affected a zealous regard for the exiled
dynasty of Stuart, though he is severely censured for his
conduct at the battle of Sheriffmuir, where he stood at a

in politics,

distance with his men, and refused to sustain any part in
the action, or to render any assistance to the Earl of Mar

and the Jacobite leaders.

Nevertheless

Rob Roy

did not

recognise the House of Hanover, and he and his men appeared as openly engaged in the insurrection in October

1715.

The

Macgregors, under Macgregor of Glengyle,
to undertake a marauding

nephew of Rob Roy, resolved

excursion against their neighbours in Buchanan and the
district of Menteith, and an account of it is preserved in
a curious pamphlet printed at Glasgow in 1715, now
preserved in the Advocates' Library at Edinburgh, and
reprinted in 1834, with some selections from the papers of

The Lochlomond Expedition
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