Electric Scotland's Weekly Newsletter for December 16th, 2016
To see what we've added to the Electric Scotland site view our What's New page at:
http://www.electricscotland.com/whatsnew.htm
To see what we've added to the Electric Canadian site view our What's New page at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/whatsnew.htm
For the latest news from Scotland see our ScotNews feed at:
http://www.electricscotland.com/

Electric Scotland News
I looked at Education this week as a result of the International Pisa scores. The influential Pisa rankings, run by the OECD, are based
on tests taken by 15-year-olds in more than 70 countries.
I was interested in the Pisa Scores and noted the press comments in Scotland on how we're seeing a decline in our rankings. I was
asked how Canada did and confess I didn't know but have since found out that...
Canada ranked 2nd for Reading, 7th for Science and 10th for Maths.
Australia Ranked 16th for Reading, 14th for Science and 24th for Maths
UK Ranked 22nd for Reading, 15th for Science and 27th for Maths
USA Ranked 24th for Reading, 25th for Science and 40th for Maths.
Singapore was overall in first place.
Scotland trails behind England and Northern Ireland - recording its worst results in these Pisa rankings.
The small Asian country Singapore focused relentlessly on education as a way of developing its economy and raising living
standards.
And from being among the world's poorest, with a mix of ethnicities, religions and languages, Singapore has overtaken the wealthiest
countries in Europe, North America and Asia to become the number one in education.
Prof Sing Kong Lee, vice-president of Nanyang Technological University, which houses Singapore's National Institute of Education,
said a key factor had been the standard of teaching.
"Singapore invested heavily in a quality teaching force - to raise up the prestige and status of teaching and to attract the best
graduates," said Prof Lee.
The country recruits its teachers from the top 5% of graduates in a system that is highly centralised.
All teachers are trained at the National Institute of Education, and Prof Lee said this single route ensured quality control and that all
new teachers could "confidently go through to the classroom".
This had to be a consistent, long-term approach, sustained over decades, said Prof Lee.
There is an article this week about Scottish Education in the Scottish Review which you can read at:
http://www.scottishreview.net/WalterHumes111d.html

Scotland's scores for maths, reading and science all declined in the latest set of Programme for International Student Assessment
(Pisa) figures
Bet your house on the teachers. The OECD's education guru Andreas Schleicher has a catchphrase: "No education system can be
better than the quality of its teachers". And this week's TIMSS rankings have the same message - success is inseparably linked to
the supply of good quality teachers. Whatever headline-grabbing wheezes might be deployed by education ministers, it all comes
down to investing in teachers.
Long-term planning in a short-term world. It might take 10 years before changes in an education system make any positive difference
in global rankings. That's not much of an incentive for the fleeting life-span of ministerial office. A recent reforming education minister
in Argentina's capital Buenos Aires entered office as the third minister in 12 days. But the big message from global rankings is that
what is needed is consistency and continuity.
It's not a knockout competition. Education league tables are based on the proportion of young people reaching some benchmark of
ability. The winners will be those who assume that everyone should cross that finishing line, including the poorest - and that is a
distinguishing feature of the top Asian systems. They put the best teachers with the weakest pupils to make sure everyone gets to a
basic standard. In contrast, much of the western approach to education is more like the Grand National, with the expectation that very
few of the horses starting the race will still be there at the finish. And the rankings reflect this fundamental difference.
I also noted a news item on the BBC called "Life Chances are set by the age of 3" which I believe was a 40 year study in New
Zealand where they followed 3 year olds through their life. They found that 3 year olds that had problems went on to be by far the
highest percentage in prison, the highest number on social security and the highest number with health issues and so on. They thus
conclude that the early years of a child's life is by far the most important time.
Scottish Review December 2016
My YouTube video review with comments and suggestions. You can view this at:
https://youtu.be/yM3uYbRvpjM
I'm pointing out a few areas where the Scottish economy is having problems and my thoughts on ways we might address them.
Scottish News from this weeks newspapers
Note that this is a selection and more can be read in our ScotNews feed on our index page where we list news from the past 1-2
weeks. I am partly doing this to build an archive of modern news from and about Scotland as all the newsletters are archived and
also indexed on Google and other search engines. I might also add that in newspapers such as the Guardian, Scotsman, Courier,
etc. you will find many comments which can be just as interesting as the news story itself and of course you can also add your own
comments if you wish.
Nice news
Your favourite stories from around Scotland
Read more at:
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-38276404
Poland will be a key ally for the UK both during and after Brexit
By Daniel Kawczynski MP
Read more at:
http://brexitcentral.com/daniel-kawczynski-mp-poland-will-key-ally-uk-brexit/
EU confirms no separate Brexit talks with Scotland
The European Commission tells STV News negotiations will take place with the UK Government only
Read more at:
https://stv.tv/news/politics/1375290-eu-confirms-no-separate-brexit-talks-with-scotland/
Scottish spirits are soaring (but it’s gin, not whisky)
They’re still making single malts, but it’s the most English of tipples that is the new distillers’ favourite,
Read more at:
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/dec/11/scottish-distillers-new-formula-for-success-gin-whisky

Iceland points the way to a successful, sustainable fisheries policy
The withdrawal of the UK from the EU gives us a unique opportunity to pursue a sensible fisheries policy
Read more at:
http://brexitcentral.com/madsen-pirie-iceland-points-way-successful-sustainable-fisheries-policy-pursue-post-brexit
Bad marks
Professor Walter Humes analyses the reasons for the declining standards of Scottish education
Read more at:
http://www.scottishreview.net/WalterHumes111d.html
Study highlights global power of Scottish renewables
Scotland's renewable energy firms are exporting their expertise around the globe.
Read more at:
http://www.scotsman.com/news/study-highlights-global-power-of-scottish-renewables-1-4315167
News Digest of the People’s Movement
The 4th December newsletter in which is discussed whether Ireland should come out of the EU along with Britain.
Read more at:
http://www.people.ie/news/PN-158.pdf
Who were the nine tribes of ancient Scotland?
Romans identified nine major tribes after arriving in what is now Scotland in AD79.
Read more at:
http://www.scotsman.com/news/who-were-the-nine-tribes-of-ancient-scotland-1-4254251
Rallying call to the Clans to gather in Scotland for the Tattoo
It's the call Scottish clans around the world have been waiting for - to come home and gather for the Tattoo.
Read more at:
http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/scotland-now/rallying-call-clans-gather-scotland-9444469
Scottish auditors to investigate £9bn private finance bill
Audit Scotland and the Accounts Commission to evaluate whether projects offer public value for money after NPD programme
breached EU rules
Read more at:
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/dec/14/scottish-auditors-to-investigate-9bn-private-finance-bill
Five reasons the Anglosphere is more than just a romantic vision
Britain and America, along with Australia, New Zealand and Canada, share a cultural affinity that could prove increasingly important
Read more at:
http://www.cityam.com/255648/five-reasons-anglosphere-more-than-just-romantic-vision-but

Electric Canadian
Canada's pro-pipeline First Nations
Many First Nations have chosen instead to embrace their hard-fought place in the oil and gas sector.
Read more at:
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-38214346
Canadians warned about car-licking moose
Officials in western Canada are warning motorists not to interact with moose if they find the animals licking salt off their cars.
Read more at:

http://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-news-from-elsewhere-38329779?ocid=socialflow_twitter
Chronicles of Canada
Added Volume 9 The Acadian Exiles: A Chronicle of the Land of Evangeline.
You can read this at: http://www.electriccanadian.com/history/chronicles/chronicles09a.pdf
Lords of the North
By A. C. Laut (1900) which I've added to our Pioneering section which you can read at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/pioneering/lordsofnorth.pdf
For the record: Conrad Black on Canada’s tradition of greatness
Conrad Black spoke at the Civitas Society’s national conference, a convening of top conservative minds to discuss the state of the
movement. Below, a transcript of his remarks, examining Canada’s history and his thoughts on how it can achieve greatness.
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address reflects my contention that since the first arrival of the Europeans there has always been a vocation to create
great and distinctive country in the northern half of this continent. No one with the least familiarity with Samuel de
years as governor or lieutenant governor of New France, could fail to see that he foresaw a great nation in Canada.
this in his letters to Cardinal Richelieu, the omnipotent French prime minister, and to the French kings Henry IV and
in the books which he published. Of course, he expected it to be entirely French, except for the Natives, whom he
than almost anyone who governed Canada after him, until relatively recently.

Champlain’s accomplishments in mapping and exploring, describing and developing a vast part of eastern North America, in
befriending the Native peoples despite some frictions, in founding Quebec and developing the fur trade, leave no doubt that he was a
great visionary and an enlightened governor. He promised King Louis XIII that ultimately there would be a great capital, Ludovicus,
named after him in this French empire in the New World and broadly foresaw the development of cities, harbours, canals, and roads.
Especially in his early years in Canada, he and the several score of his countrymen who wintered in what is now Quebec faced
desperate cold, scurvy, loneliness, Native hostility, and frequently indifference in Paris. His courage and perseverance through
decades of travail and ordeal were almost beyond admiration. Not the least of his talents was his high political acuity in lobbying
Richelieu, and naming the Cardinal’s famous confidant, the original grey eminence, Joseph du Tremblay, as the editor of his book
elaborating his plan for Canada.
I believe that Champlain began to spin the thread of faith and vision that founded Canada and has guided it progressively through
400 years, the great majority of which were times of acute uncertainty about the prospects for the development of a viable state in
Canada. Once Europeans were established here, the inhabitants were bound to be reasonably prosperous because of the natural
resources of Canada, despite its frequently hostile climate. But for Canada to become and remain a viable state independent of the
United States required an almost miraculous series of unlikely steps to occur. First, it had to be French and not English. Otherwise it
would be assimilated into and governed with the English-speaking jurisdictions in what became the original 13 states of the United
States. Second, New France would have to become economically self-sufficient, to enjoy the patronage of France, and not to be too
burdensome to it, and to resist conquest and assimilation by the American colonists or revolutionaries.
The great intendant, Jean Talon, accomplished this in the 1670s, by developing a variety of industries including brewing, shipbuilding,
the manufacture of iron goods and basic textiles, and various forms of agriculture, as well as by the importation of 1,000 nubile
French girls from whom today approximately seven million French Canadians and Franco-Americans are descended. Louis Frontenac,
a childhood friend of Louis XIV, alternately defeated and conciliated the Natives and repulsed an American assault on Quebec in
1690. He vastly enhanced and modernized the city of Quebec and extended the fur trade.
French Canada itself produced swashbuckling explorers and warriors. The d’Ibervilles of Montreal captured British forts in Hudson
Bay, British settlements in Newfoundland, and founded the present American cities of Biloxi and New Orleans and captured Havana
from the Spanish. Pierre de La Vérendrye was born in Three Rivers in 1685, fought at the Battle of Malplaquet against the Duke of
Marlborough in 1709, and returned to Canada and explored the far Great Lakes and the mid-west almost to the foothills of the Rocky
Mountains. Louis Jolliet was also born in Three Rivers and with Jacques Marquette, he discovered and mapped the Mississippi River
in the 1670s. These were great foundation-stones of this country, laid in the 160 years of the French regime. Very few English, or
now even French-speaking Canadians, realize today what an amazing achievement it was for New France, with a population of only
about 20,000 in 1700, to span this continent from Hudson Bay to the Gulf of Mexico and from the Atlantic coast to the Rocky
Mountains.
The next part of the sequence was [that] Canada would have to become part of the British Empire, because the strategic division
between France and Britain for centuries was that France had the greatest army and Britain the greatest navy, and so no desirable
French overseas possession could be secured against the British. Thus did Great Britain take over North America and India and large
swaths of other continents. Britain was excluded from continental Europe, but overseas, France was effectively confined to Britain’s

leavings.
But almost as Canada became British, the Americans had to cease to be British, or the two jurisdictions would have been combined
and the French Canadians would, as they have always feared, be assimilated by the larger English-speaking population of North
America. In the process of the American secession from the British Empire, it was necessary for a significant number of Americans
who wished to remain British to move to Canada, in order to secure the protection of the British colonial authorities. These officials,
though many of them are celebrated in Canadian lore and geographic recognition, were essentially cynics who, if there were not a
profound moral debt in Britain to the loyalty of the British inhabitants of Canada who had fled the American revolutionaries, would
have been capable of trading the formerly French colony to the Americans for other consideration.
Though New France had passed into history, and conditions had changed radically, the genius of adoptive Canadian statesmen had
not perished. In the 1770s, Sir Guy Carleton, Lord Dorchester, the governor of Canada for 20 years ending in 1796, instantly remade
Champlain’s dream of a powerful and rich New France into a powerful and rich Anglo-French Canada. He quickly came to like the
French Canadians, who found him a much more congenial governor than the French had usually been.
He presciently saw the American Revolution coming and returned to London to lobby for four years for the passage of his Quebec
Act. This was adopted just in time in 1774 and guaranteed the French civil law, preservation of the French language, and the free
practice of the Roman Catholic religion in exchange for French Canada’s promise of loyalty to the British crown. Both sides of the
Quebec Act firmly adhered to their promises. The Quebec Act was fiercely attacked in the American Declaration of Independence as
an attempt to import the French civil law into the American colonies (which was nonsense), and was widely denounced in those
colonies as a surrender to popery.
As a result of the Quebec Act and Carleton’s military leadership, by the narrowest of margins Canada declined George Washington’s
invitation to join the American Revolution. The French-Canadians and a small British garrison drove Benjamin Franklin and the then
loyal revolutionary Benedict Arnold out of Canada. In his second term as governor, Carleton was instrumental in setting up what
became the province of Ontario and began the institutional structure of a bicultural country.
Once Canada was under British control and an Anglo-French society, and the Americans were independent and not particularly
friendly with the British, Canada had to take the next step on the march to nationhood and develop a talent for Anglo-French cooperation. And it had the exacting challenge of winkling its autonomy out of the British without so offending the British that they lost
interest in the maintenance of their position in Canada and traded it away to the United States. If Canada were to succeed it could
not continue indefinitely to be a British colony. But it could not elect to revolt as the Americans had done, because dispensing with
the British would only ensure an early American conquest of Canada. This, of course would not have been the worst of fates, but it
would have been the end of any idea of an independent and distinctive Canadian nation.
The explorer Alexander Mackenzie, a Scot who emigrated as a child to Montreal by way of New York, crossed the continent by land
and arrived at the Arctic shore in 1789 (following the river now named after him), and on the Pacific coast in 1793. I don’t want to
make invidious comparisons, but we did get to the Pacific overland 10 years ahead of the Americans. General Sir Isaac Brock was
particularly important in Canada’s again narrow survival of an American attack in the War of 1812. While Britain and America drew
that war, Canada was the only winner, as it gained a lot of credibility opposite both the British and the Americans. The large number
of newly arrived Americans did not defect to their invading former countrymen as had been feared, and in the half-century following
that war Canada pursued autonomy as a jurisdiction, as Canadians demanded the same right to elect those who governed them as
other British subjects and as the former subjects in the United States already possessed.
Robert Baldwin and Louis-Hippolyte LaFontaine only sought the achievement of responsible government and the secularization of the
University of Toronto and of much land that had been consigned to the churches. They achieved this, another great step toward
national greatness and withdrew from public life like Cincinnatus. They relied on the Gilbert and Sullivan revolutionary outbursts of
McKenzie and Papineau to worry the British without overly annoying them.
Please appreciate their achievement of conciliation, when in successive elections in the 1840s, the skulduggery of the colonial regime
caused their electoral defeat to the parliament of the so-called United Province of Canada designed by Lord Durham to assimilate the
French-Canadians, Baldwin had LaFontaine elected for a district near Toronto and LaFontaine had Baldwin elected for Rimouski, an
entirely French-speaking constituency.
Throughout this period, the United States had been walking on eggshells toward the resolution of the crisis of slavery. Finally, with a
terrible Civil War in which more than 750,000 Americans died in a population of only 32 million, five American states were smashed to
rubble and burned to ashes by the Union armies of General Grant and General Sherman, slavery was abolished and the insurrection
was suppressed. As Canada executed a delicate minuet with the British, gaining autonomy but maintaining British protection, it also
generously encouraged and received more than 40,000 fugitive slaves without seriously antagonizing the United States. It is a matter
of some legitimate interest to this country that the fierce Anglophobic slaveholder, General Andrew Jackson, is now being replaced on
the twenty-dollar American banknote by Harriet Tubman, an African-American anti-slavery activist who lived in the 1850s in St.

Catharines, Ont., and regarded herself as a Canadian.
The United States then possessed the most powerful army and the greatest generals in the world and had not much appreciated
overt British partisanship for the insurrectionist Confederacy. In these circumstances Canadian statesmen, particularly John A.
Macdonald, George-Etienne Cartier, and George Brown, recognized that if the country was not to drop into the lap of the United
States that was now emerging as one of the world’s greatest powers, the English and French of Canada would have to unite in
devising a new form of country. Thus was born the only transcontinental, bicultural, parliamentary confederation in the history of the
world. And it has served the country quite well for nearly 150 years. Of all countries in the world of Canada’s population or larger,
only the British and Americans have political institutions that are older.
Macdonald conceived and led every stage of the construction of one of the engineering marvels of the world, the Canadian Pacific
Railway. It was built over much more rugged terrain, the Canadian Shield, than much of the American track across the continent, and
as Canada did not have serious financial markets, it had to be financed in New York and London. Leading financiers in these cities
did not at that point have great confidence in the likely viability of Canada. Macdonald managed the supreme mastery of two
potentially mortal crises, the impending bankruptcy of Canadian Pacific and the 1885 Riel rebellion calling for American annexation of
the West, by tying them together: he utilized the railway to suppress the rebellion, and then secured parliamentary funding out of
gratitude for the deliverance of the country from Western revolt, to complete the railway. Macdonald also supported the acquisition of
extensive steamship fleets to cross both oceans at the terminal points of his great railway. He devised a tariff structure to foster
Canadian industry and he rebuffed rather assertive American efforts to promote the peaceful annexation of Canada to the United
States. I don’t want to leave the subject of Macdonald, especially as he has been unfairly criticized recently, without making the point
that even by the standards of the times of Lincoln, Disraeli, Gladstone, and Bismarck, Macdonald was a great statesman, and was so
regarded by the first three of those men. He and Bismarck never crossed paths.
Macdonald and the great Liberal leader, Wilfrid Laurier, governed Canada for 33 of its first 44 years as an autonomous confederation.
They both recognized the necessity of a double majority of English and French speaking support for major initiatives. And they both
continued the tradition of public sector-private sector co-operation which originated with Jean Talon in the 17th century.
Laurier personified the bicultural nature of the country; he compromised on the issue of Roman Catholic schools in Western Canada,
and he addressed the issue of a steady drainage of population to the United States as that country expanded with immense waves of
immigration, by an extraordinarily ambitious program of immigration to keep pace. Immigration to Canada was aggressively promoted
throughout Europe and vast tracts of land with free passage to Canada were given away to encourage a more steeply growing
Canadian population. In 1913, two years after Laurier had left government but under his policy, Canada, which had a population of a
little over seven million, admitted 402,000 immigrants. This was equivalent to admitting almost two million immigrants in one year
today. Having had as little as 1/15th of the population of the United States at various early times, that ratio is now approximately 1 to
9 and Canada has rather more people than did the United States at the end of the U.S. Civil War.
For Canada, the immense contiguity of the United States was both an opportunity and a severe challenge. Canada’s successes were
obvious except when measured against the meteoric rise of its immense neighbour. But throughout the three centuries from the time
of Champlain to the First World War, in which Canada and the United States ended up as allies in arms, there was an almost
constant threat of the Canadian project succumbing to what Americans often considered their “manifest destiny.” And in much of the
last century, the benign and not threatening presence of America and its immense popular cultural influence have frequently
generated enthusiasm in this country for a federal union which would of course only be the subsuming of Canada into its neighbour. It
has taken the collapse of Quebec separatism after several tense decades, and an unprecedented series of reversals and an extended
period of political confusion in the government of the United States for this last threat to recede.
Where as late as 1999 almost 20 per cent of Canadians expressed in polls an interest in federal union with the U.S., the
corresponding figure today would be almost negligible. Canadians are not in general anti-American; but the astounding,
unprecedented, and in some respects intimidating rise and rise of America left some Canadians improvising spurious, envious, and
even spiteful reasons to distinguish this country from the United States.
While there is always room for improvement, in general Canada has made its point that it is a well-governed and well-functioning
country. It has always been a truism that Canada operated politically, in a sports metaphor, between the 30 yard lines, unlike the
United States which knows peaks of genius and depravity, wealth and poverty, that are generally outside the experience of other
nations. The reason for this must reside in the national American genius for showmanship, the encouragement of individuality, and
the scale upon which the United States operates, which has been beyond what the world had previously imagined to be possible.
Though the placid nature of Canadian life is sometimes mocked, including by Canadians, the fact that fewer than 200 people have
died from civil strife in the last 200 years is a remarkable testament to the talents of Canadians in working out problems.
In practice nations are great because they are sufficiently numerous and strategically and culturally rich that they have an unusually
high impact upon the world, particularly if they are the principal source of one of the world’s distinguished civilizations. A dramatic
history is also useful in building a national mythos.

Of course, Canada is only the third or possibly fourth (after India) English-speaking country, and the second French-speaking
country. Historical drama is usually blood-soaked wars and revolutions and no sane Canadian regrets that we have been almost
completely spared that, apart from our voluntary sacrifices for the cause of freedom in the world wars when this country was not itself
under threat. And while a member of the G7 countries, Canada is the junior member and we should not celebrate our escape from
universal inattention by taking on the airs of a national bearer of a great civilization as are France, Germany, Italy, Russia, Japan, and
China and the British and Americans jointly.
If we are to be objectively great, we will have to do it by example and by the compelling quality of the society that we build here. All
major countries except possibly India, are now in a policy stasis that arouses broad public discontent. And I think the time is
opportune for a radically new series of social and fiscal policies and foreign initiatives that will be welcome in themselves and
indicative to the world of Canada’s unsuspected, even by ourselves, political creativity.
I will conclude, if I may, by suggesting a few such initiatives.
We should abolish incarceration for non-violent offenders other than for the most gigantic financial offences and the most incorrigible
recidivists. We imprison non-violent people out of habit, as we long imprisoned people in debt, and this generally causes a
deterioration in the personality and character of the individual so sentenced, and is horrendously expensive. I am all for punishment
of crime and for the repentance of wrongdoing, but this can be accomplished to the public’s benefit by requiring extensive community
service performed by people living at large but in obligatorily Spartan circumstances but not brutal, impersonal, or celibate isolation.
Everyone must have the means to defend themselves legally just as they must have adequate access to medical attention, whether
they possess the means to pay for these services unaided or not. Legal aid will have to be vastly expanded to give most people any
chance against the power of prosecutors, and we must never approach the scandalous condition of the United States where 99.5 per
cent of prosecutions are successful, 97 per cent without trial, because of the hideous perversion of the plea-bargain system.
We should have a comprehensive system of continuous consolidation of statutes and regulations to reduce their unceasing
proliferation. We must end the ever-escalating requirement for a larger numbers of lawyers to conduct what amounts to a restrictive
legal cartel of legislators, practitioners, prosecutors, and the bench, all swaddled in pious claptrap about the rule of law being all that
raises us above the level of the jungle. Of course we must tolerate and encourage private sector medical care, the costs of which
must be tax-deductible to the patients.
There should be medical users’ fees for those who can afford them and the principle of universality in social benefits should be varied
to account for the means of the recipient and those who are thus able to pay more would benefit from tax deductions for necessary or
at least advisable medical expenses.
Unionization has been one of the principal causes of the terrible destruction of the quality of state education systems throughout the
Western world and it should be ended. Instead of collective-bargaining, and the regular occurrence of strikes in the school years, and
the constant atmosphere of blackmail of parents with the threat of unscheduled school closings, conditions of work should be
determined by citizens’ panels representing all interested parties and with clear guidelines to provide a reasonable income for
teachers hinged to fair evaluation of performance. Schools should cease to be daycare centers and the scandalous decline of public
standards of education throughout the West, which is reflected and amplified in the deteriorating quality of information and
entertainment, must be reversed. The federal government should withhold educational assistance from non-reforming provinces. Why
shouldn’t Canada take the lead in this?
Fiscally, Canada should lead the world back to hard currencies by providing a yardstick of measurement against the currency
composed of a combined standard of gold, oil, and consumer necessities. There is now no currency in the world that has any value
except in relation to other currencies and they are all accelerating down the path of inflationary debasement. Canada is uniquely
qualified as a rich and latterly very fiscally responsible country, to take this step that would be widely emulated and admired.
Nothing could be more obvious than that the way to greater prosperity without inflation or stoked-up deficits is selective increases of
the HST as it applies to elective spending, and reductions in personal and corporate income taxes especially of people of modest
means and of small businesses.
When inflation threatens, instead of raising interest rates, which merely pours gasoline on the fire until a bone-cracking recession is
induced, we should have standby authority to eliminate taxes on all forms of saving and investment, and to raise taxes on elective
spending. This would be a first line of defence against inflation that would reduce the impact of the current widespread policy of
simply strangling the economy with higher interest rates.
We have gone as far as we can trying to reduce poverty with the traditional welfare system. I propose a slight and self-reducing
wealth tax, that would be paid by wealthy taxpayers funding projects for poverty reduction that they would devise and direct. They

would be approved as charities are approved, and the tax would be reduced as poverty declined. In this way, we would put the most
agile financial minds to work attacking poverty and incentivizing them to eliminate it.
Canada should pursue some level of domestic ownership in the automobile industry and a higher level of autonomy in key defence
production industries including shipbuilding and sophisticated aviation. We have never recovered from John Diefenbaker’s cancellation
of the Avro Arrow and of our entire jet engine industry with it. To this end we must revive the tradition of Jean Talon, the railwaybuilder Francis Hincks, John A. Macdonald, Laurier and his immigration minister Clifford Sifton, and C.D. Howe. There is nothing
embarrassing in the fact that Canada, to advance up the ladder of serious states, has frequently needed recourse to co-operation
between private financial markets and industrial expertise and the strength of the federal government as a silent partner. Every
serious country in the world has done this, including, disguised in its huge defence budget, the United States.
In foreign policy, Canada is uniquely placed to propose drastic and much-needed reforms to the United Nations, and NATO. As
Canada is a founding member of both organizations with an unblemished record in them, our views would be taken seriously. The
United Nations must cease to be primal scream therapy for its most despotic and corrupt members. Any country that does not
achieve at least China’s inadequate level of respect for human liberties should lose the right to vote and be only an observer until it
reaches that threshold. I only cite China as the benchmark because as a practical matter it would be inadvisable to try to
disenfranchise so important a country. Members’ votes should be reapportioned on the basis of respect for human rights, national
economic product, and population.
Obviously there would be a great deal of objection to any such reform but it would get attention and it would attract the support of
most responsible countries and could gradually be negotiated into some sort of compromise to be a vast improvement on the present
disgraceful condition of that organization.
NATO should be reconstituted as a worldwide defensive alliance of all democracies, which could accept associate states that are not
democracies, and which would co-operate in upholding and extending the concept of an attack upon one is an attack upon all.
Countries that completely ignored agreed-to targets of military spending and capability for years on end and merely coasted under the
implicit American guarantee of their security, a category that unfortunately now includes Canada, would be suspended from
membership until they met the target.
Canada is one of the very few important countries that is fiscally and politically capable of embarking on such a comprehensive
reform agenda as I have sketchily outlined. We are not going to achieve greatness by being the biggest, most powerful, most exciting,
or most culturally uplifting country, and I think we are all tired of trying to get there solely by imagining ourselves to be the most
virtuous. Canada can now do more than tug at the trouser-leg of the United States and United Kingdom, though we were quite
proficient at that for many years, apart from the Diefenbaker and Trudeau eras.
If we were to do anything remotely along the lines of what I have suggested, the level of recognition and influence we would achieve
would vastly exceed anything imagined even by the great men, many of whom I have just mentioned, who have built this country to
its present enviable state.
Thank you.
http://www.macleans.ca/news/canada/for-the-record-conrad-black-on-canadas-tradition-of-greatness/

Electric Scotland
Scotland's Economic Future Post 2014
Submission from Sir Donald MacKay who died earlier this month and so this is by way of a tribute to him.
You can read this at: http://www.electricscotland.com/independence/sir_donald_mackay.pdf
Recollections of Dr. John Brown
Author of 'Rah and His Friends,' etc. by Alexander Peddie (1894). Added a link to this book from our page about him and also his
book Spare Hours.
You can get to these at: http://www.electricscotland.com/books/story/rab.htm
John Law, comptroller-general of the finances of France
A Memoir of John Lawe by Adolphe Thiers (1859)
We have a very good page about him in our Signifcant Scots section but thought this book would provide even more information so
added a link to it from his page.

You can find this at: http://www.electricscotland.com/history/other/law_john.htm
Scotch Farmer
An account of a Scotch farmer going to Michigan. This is a transcript of a radio article.
You can read this at: http://www.electricscotland.com/agriculture/farmingusa.pdf
Scotch Farming in England
By Robert Hyde Greg (1842) in which there is interesting commentary on the importance of education.
You can read this at: http://www.electricscotland.com/agriculture/farmingengland.pdf
America at College
As seen by a Scots Graduate by Robert K. Risk, M.A. (1908)
You can read this at; http://www.electricscotland.com/education/americaatcollege.pdf
Scottish Education
I added an overview of education in Scotland and how we ranked in the world.
You can read this at: http://www.electricscotland.com/education/
Beth's Newfangled Family Tree
Got in Section 2 of the January 2017 issue.
You can read this issue at: http://www.electricscotland.com/bnft/index.htm
Early Metrical Tales
Including the History of Sir Egeir, Sir Gryme, and Sir Gray-Steill by David Laing (1826)
You can read this at: http://www.electricscotland.com/poetry/earlymetricaltales.pdf
Golfiana Miscellanea
A Collection of Interesting Monographs on the Royal and Ancient Game of Golf Edited by James Lindsay Stewart (1887).
You can read this at: http://www.electricscotland.com/history/sport/golfiana.pdf

The Story
As I gave you such a long story from Conrad Black I thought I'd skip the story this week but if you still want to read a story then let
me refer you to our "Collection of articles from the Scottish Historical Review" where we have some 54 articles which you can read at:
http://www.electricscotland.com/history/articles/review/index.htm
And that's it for this week and hope you all enjoy your weekend.
Alastair

