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Top Canadian Writer to Receive Scot of the Year 2002 Award
T

he Scottish Studies Society is delighted to announce that Alistair MacLeod has been successfully nominated Scot of the Year 2002.

Presentation will take place at the Society's Annual Tartan Day Dinner which this year will take place at the Granite Club in Toronto on Wednesday, April 24th, with cocktails at 6:30pm followed by dinner at 7:30pm.


Alistair's popularity means that the event will be very well attended so please ensure that you reserve in plenty of time!

As usual, there will be an ample portion of the fine things associated with a grand Scottish evening.  The skirl of the 48th Highlanders Pipes and Drums, the foot-stomping fiddling of Sandy MacIntyre’s Band, and a fine selection of Scottish folksongs by Danielle Bourre, as well as the ever-popular Address to the Haggis by George Walker, plus the opportunity  to dance.

Alistair MacLeod was born in North Battleford, Saskatchewan in 1936, and at the age of ten returned to the family farm in Cape Breton. 

After completing high school, MacLeod attended teacher's college in Truro and then taught school.  Deciding to further his education, he attended St. Francis Xavier University between 1957 and 1960 graduating with a B.A. and B.Ed.  MacLeod then went on to receive his MA in 1961 from the University of New Brunswick and a Ph.D. in 1968 from the University of Notre Dame. 

A specialist in British literature of the nineteenth century, MacLeod taught English for three years at the University of Indiana before accepting a post in 1969 at the University of Windsor where he is a Professor of English and Creative Writing.
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He and his family return to Cape Breton every summer, where he spends part of his time... "writing in a cliff-top cabin looking west towards Prince Edward Island." 

Alistair 's work includes fourteen short stories, collected in The Lost Salt Gift of Blood (1976) and As Birds Bring Forth the Sun and Other Stories (1986).  In 1999, he published his first novel, No Great Mischief, which follows the lives of several generations of a family that emigrates from Scotland to Cape Breton, the setting of many of MacLeod's short stories. 
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"No Great Mischief" gained Alistair MacLeod the 2001 International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award -- the largest and most international prize of its kind.  Involving libraries from all corners of the globe, it is open to books written in any language.  The Award is a joint initiative of Dublin Corporation, the Municipal Govern​ment of Dublin City, and the productivity improvement company IMPAC.  The Award is administered by Dublin Corporation Public Libraries.

Written over the course of thirteen years, No Great Mischief achieved much critical acclaim and has been translated into many different languages.  Nominated for all of Canada's major literary awards, the novel was awarded the Trillium Prize.  

To quote from the Celtic Review..."Alistair MacLeod writes of lonely places and lonely people, in the far off reaches of Cape Breton Island and mainland Nova Scotia.  

"His characters are the descendants of dislocated Scots, torn from their homes in Scotland during the Highland Clearances of the 19th century, when raising cattle and sheep was far more enticing and profitable to landlords than tenants who reared only children. 

Alistair MacLeod

"They bear resemblance to the island peoples off the coasts of Scotland, who were – and in some cases still are - bound by the tactile circumference of their landscape as well as bound by generations of tradition."
For further information on the Tartan Day Dinner, please contact Robert Stewart at 905.294.4389 or by email at robert@stewartbooks.com.








